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The favourable reception of late given to numerous reprints of English 
Classics in a compact, portable, and inexpensive form, has induced the Pro- 
prietors of Sir Walter Scott’s Works to follow the example, 


Tliey are now producing an Edition of his Novels, compressed into Five 
Volumes, Royal Octavo; his Poems arc here presented in a Single Volume 
o' cwtTesponding dimensions ; and the same course will he adopted presently 
as to his Miscellaneous Prose Writings, including his Biographies of Swift, 
Dryden, Napoleon .Bonaparte, the Novelists ; Tales of a Grrandfather, &c., with 
his Antiquarian and Critical Essays. 


This Volume contains a more complete Collection of Sir Walter’s 
PoE/ruT than has ever before appeared. In addition to the great Metrical 
Jlonuuic.es, ami the Miscellaneous Pieces given in the later Editions, it 
iiuduiles, for the iirsb time, the Songs and Fragments scattered over liis 
Novels, and various Specinums, both Serious and Comic, which were originally 
nrinted in the Memoibs oe his Life. 


As the object in the present Collection has been to adhere to the original 
prodntd.ions of Sir Walter, the old parts of the Romance of Sir Tristrem are 
not givim, nor the Contributions to tho Minstrelsy by other hands. 


In the arrangement of annotations, it has, upon mature consideration, 
boon thought most advisable to follow as nearly as possible the plan origi- 
nalb" adopted by the Poet himself. The Author’s longer Notes, so rich in 
biographical interest, are given in Appendices to the several 
Romances, and other larger performances ; the short ones, explanatory chiefly 
of ancient words and phrases, at the bottom of the page. To avoid confusion, 
the Notes of the Editor are given with these last. 


Th(3 references to the Life of Sib Walter apply to the Second Edition, 
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SIR WALTER SCOTT, BART. 


A POEM, IN SIX CANTOS. 


II II 111 rcli-|',o, Bi'TijiHlBRti pufiet ; tpiia plnrima corno, 
MtMpttiqut^ ipii ftid, jiuHcu, di]^aialiiu. 


AIIVI*!UTfSf-:,\IHNT TO KOITION IH.U 

I'ln: iN'j'taMM lUoN to Tin; L.\y of tiif Last Min- 
Bf’iUJ., wrifirii 111 April UlUil, wan r(‘\is<‘<l by tlui 
Aulbtir ill tlui ;u(f mmi ot* ItS.'ll, vvh<>tt lio also uaule 
posiH' {•opfiTtiMii'* in tljp ti'Kt 4 »r tiio I’ocm, aiul .mivoral 
aildilinjiH to tbi‘ noti'H* 'riio work is now jiriutod from 
bb iOtorlojivod copy. 

It tN Hsuoh to In* rr^rcltoil Hint tlio oriiTinid M*S. of 
Ibis INn'in bus tmt boon pro.sprvinl. Wo. aro thus 
*b‘oii‘t| tho ui!va»i!;j,i?«5 of nniiparing tbnmt;'hoiit tho 
AHifior'M uirioiis rpadln^s, vvliirlu in tlio onso of Har- 
luioo, tbo b;o|y oflho lailn*, tlio Lord of tho Mos, a'cc*. 
ari‘ oibst hiKidy oiinou.s and instruotivo. — Kx). 

ix'rhoprcrrtuN to edition im. 

A isnnj of nrnriy thirty years’ .standing^ may bo sup- 
fiuM ii iiardly to need an Introduction, sino(*, without 
ojsi*, it bits bri'ti ;tIi)o t<> k(H*p itself ailoat through 
I hi- host part of u geucndlon. Ne\<.‘rUu‘k%s, us, in 
th* edition of (he Wavorley Novels now hi course of 
pubiie,uion, | Ibdik] I liave imposed on rnyself the 
fa-t!; of ^a\iny; Honn-lhitig concerning the purpose and 
Id ijory of each, in tln-ir turn, I am di-sirous tliat the 
Loi-iuH iiirv. bieb I tirs! rt-fcivod s* mu* marks of the 
publn* faiour, sliouid also bo u(*compuniod with such 
scf.ip-s of tir ir blorary history as may be supposisl to 
cum inti-rosi ,’donguilh them. L\eu if I should be 
tnintukfU in tliiidving that the secret iiistory of what 

■1 PiiUhMtu'il ill 4l<t, { Ci, TiS.} Jaijiauy btlU 


was ouco so popular, may still attract public attention 
and curiosity, it seems to mo not without its use to 
record the manner and circunistaiiccs under which 
tho present, and other Poems on tho same plan, at- 
tained for a season an extensive reputation. 

1 must resume tho story of my literary labours at 
the period at which I broke ott in tlio Essay on the 
Imitation of Popular Poetry, [soe^ws/,] when Iliad 
enjoyed the first gleam of public favour, by the suc- 
cess of the first edition of the Minstrelsy of the Scot- 
tisli Border. The second edition of that work, pub- 
lished in 1803, proved, in tho language of the trade, 
rather a heavy concern. The demand in Scotland 
hml been supplied by the first edition, and tho curio- 
sity of the English was not much awakened by poems 
in the rude garb of antiquity, accompanied with notes 
referring to the obscure feuds of barbarous clans, of 
whose very names civilized history w^as ignorant. It 
wTis, on the whole, one of those books wliich are more 
praised than they are read.® 

At this time I stood personally in a different posi- 
tion IVom that which I occupied when I first dipt my 
desperate pen in ink for other purposes than those of 
my profession. In 1788, when I first published the 
translations from Burger, I was an insulated indivi- 
dual, with only my own wants to provide for, and 
having, in a great inoasixro, my own inclinations alone 
to consult. In 1803, wlicn tho second edition of the 
Minstrelsy appeared, I had arrived at a period of bib 


*’ “The ‘Lay’ is the best of all poBsibl© on the 

ihirtior MinKtrd»y."-*-Bn7M Critii\ *iu<jxvsl 1W)6. 







2 SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 

when men, however ftonghtes, one<™^« 

and circumstances which press ^ j ,i j,t literature diminishml my employnumt ni 

plans of life ujum the most to weightier matters of the law. Nor di.l the solic - 

been for some time mamed-wM the father of g K 

family, and, though fully enabled to m^tth con e- Monwhos^^ 

quent deman* XTwtildlablo me others among my contemporaries aa fitter to diachimgo 

to place myself m a situation wmen ^ clients, than a young man who 

tomsHehonourableprovisionagamstthevanouscon- ^nrnn^ after hltlads, whether 

disposition. Shewillnotreaaiyeon^ttostoehe ~ I hecumo 

Perhapssuohextremityof attention is more especially my health, originally dehoato, had hecomo oatri mi y 
;rS oontideringthe great numherof counsellors robust. Prom infancy I had laboumd undm tl.o m- 

who arf called to to har,^nd how very small a pro- firmity of a severe tameness, but, as I bolievo is iiaually 
Sbn Sem I finally disposed, or find encou- the case with men of spirit who suffer under per- 
Lsement to follow the law M a profession. Heneethe sonalinconveniencoa of this nature, I had, since the 
niLber of deserters is so great, that to least liiigering improvenioiit of my health, m defiance of this ineai^- 

look behind occasions a young novice to be set down as eitating oiroumstaiieo, diatmgiiislied myself by tlio 

one of the Intending fn^tives. Certain it is, that the endurance of toil on foot or horsc-baek, having ottim 

Scottish Themis was at this time peculiarly jealous of walked thirty miles a-day, and rode “ 

anyflirtationwiththeMuses,onthepartoftlioaewho hundred, without resting. ‘'"'”"'7 f 

had ranged themselves under her banners. Tliis was many plaasant journeys through parts of the oountry 
probably owing to her oonsoiousnffiis of to superior then not very aeeossihic, gaming more aniuaument and 
attractions of her rivals. Of late, however, she has instruction than I have been ahio to acquiro since I 
relaxed in some instances in tins particular, an emi- have travelled in a more oommodimis manner. I 
nent example of which has been shown in the case of practised mo.st silvan sports also, with soitio success, 
my friend, Mr. Jeffrey, who, after long conducting and with great delight. But tlioae pleasures must 
one of the most influential literary periodicals of the have been all resigned, or used with great moderatmii, 
age, with unquestionable ability, has been, by the had I determined to regain my station at the bar. 
general consent of his brethren, recently elected to It was even doubtW whether 1 could, with pcrlcct 
be their Dean of Faculty, or President,— being the character as a juyisconsuit, riitain a sil.mjlion m a 
highest acknowledgment of his professional talents volunteer corps of cavalry, ■whifdi 1 tlmii hchl. ihe 
which they had it in their power to offer ^ But this threats of invasion were at this tinu^ inslniit and 
is an incident much beyond the ideas of a period of menacing; the call by Britain on lu-r (‘hildr<‘n was 
thirty years’ distance, when a barrister who i^ally universal, and was aiwwmvd by scmic, who, It! my~ 
possessed any turn for lighter literature, was at as self, consulted rather their ilosirc than their ahhif.y to 
much pains to conceal it, as if it had in reality been bear arms. My S(irvie<,>B, hnwc.ve.r, were found useful 
something to be ashamed of; and I could mention m assisting to maintain tlu^ diseiplino of the eoips, 
more than one instance in which literature and society being the point on whicdi their constitution remlm'iHl 
have suffered much loss, that jurisprudence might be them most amenable to military (uuticism. in other 
enriched. respects, the scpiadron was a hue one, consisting 



1 If dust be nonCj yet brush that none away. elected Dean of the Faculty of AdvoenU'S. !u under 

Plarl Grey’s Ministry, he was appointed Lord , Advocate of 
Mr. Jeffrey, after conducting the Edinburgh Review for Scotland, and, in a Senator of the tollegi* of Juatiee by 
•iwtruty-sevon years, withdrew from that ojEfice in 1H29, on being the title of liord Jeffrey.— -Kn. 
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Filiefi)' of IsruulMotrio nusu, well mouotMi an<i armed 
at ilmr owh exponsc. My attention to tho corps 
took up a good di'fd of time; and wHiilo it occupied 
many of t!jc h,'t,ppiost iiourn of my Ufo, it furnished an 
additiornd reason for my riductaticc again to cricountcsr 
the severe, course of study iudisiumsablo to auccosa in 
tin* juH<lical pndcssiou. 

On {ho utlicr hand, my father, whose fcoliuga might 
have been hurt Ity my <piittiug tho bar, ha<i boon for 
two or three yi^ara dead, so that I hud no control to 
thwart tuy own hudination; and niy income being 
equal to all the comforts, and some of tho elegancies, 
of lihq I was not pressed to an irksome labour by 
necessity, that most powerful of motives ; consequently, 
J was the more easily seduced to choose the employ- 
ment which was nuist agrecablo to me. This was yet 
the casii'r, that in WOO i tiad obtained the preferment 
of Hfu'rdf of Holkirkshire, about »iM00 a-ycar in value, 
and which was tho more agrwirablc to me, as in that 
I’ounty { had Hcvcral feiends ami relations. But f did 
not abandon the proh^ssion to which I had been edu- 
ratjNl, witimut certain prudcmtial resolutions, which, 
at tho risk of some egotism, I will ln»rc mention ; not 
witluMit the hope that they may he. nstdiil to young 
perHims who may stand in eirenmMtauees similar to 
tho.se in winch I tlnm stood. 

In tlie first |»lac(% n|H»n <*nnsidering the lives and 
fortaiicH of piO'sons who had given them.selves up to 
or to tin* task of ph>asjng the ])nhii(*, it 
Seemed to me, that flu* eireuinstanees which chieily 
altected tlnir InippsueHS and eharueter, were those 
from which lh»raee has bestowed upon authors the 
epithet of the hTifuble Haec, It iN'quii’c'.s no depth <d' 
phtlniMiphie nihs-tion to pereeivt*, that tin' petty war- 
fare of l*o|m with the nums's of hi.s }teriud eouhl not 
have been <*arried on without his sniveling tlie mo.it 
acute torture, su*'h as a man must endure frt»m mns- 
qnittoj’H, by wbosf* .srtiugH he HUllcrs agony, altlunigh he 
can cni.Hli them in his grasp by myriads. Nor is it ne- 
cessary to cull to memory tho many humilialing in- 
fitanees in which men of the greatest genius have, to 
avenge some pitiful quarrel, made themsidvtjs ridicu- 
h>u.s <hi ring their lives, to becomo tho still more de- 
graded obje<'ts of pity to future times. 

Upon the whole, as .1. had no prctmision to tho ge- 
nius of the distinguished persons who hud fallen into 
sueh iwrors, I <‘onc.luded there could bo no occasion 
ft>r imitating them in tln*ir mistakes, or what I consi- 
dertnl as .such ; and, in adopting literary pursuits as 
the prineipal o<‘eupatmn of my future life, I r{‘solved, 
if pusMililo, to avoid thoHO weaknesse.s of tmnper w'hhdi 
i(“‘m.‘d in have nu,wt <*aHily beset my more celohrate'd 
pred«‘c»‘SHurs. 

With titis \irov, it was my first resolution tokeep as 
far as was In my pewer ahreast of society, continuing 
to iiuuntain my place in general <‘nmpany, without 
yielding to tin- \cr\ natural temptation of narrowing 
mywfir to what is cnlkHl literary soeicty. By <ioing so, 

1 imagined I should cseape the besetting sin of listen- 
ing to lanyyiage, which, from one nmtive or other, is 


apt to ascribe a very undue degree of consequence to 
literary pursuits, as if they were, indeed, the business, 
rather than the amusement, of life. The opposite 
(course can only be compared to the injudicious con- 
duct of one who pampers himself with cordial and lus- 
cious draughts, until he is unable to endure whole- 
fiome bitters. Bike Gil Bias, therefore, I ifesolved to 
stick by the society of my commiSf instead of seeking 
that of a more literary cast, and to maintain my 
general interest in what was going on around me, 
reserving tho man of letters for the desk and the li- 
brary.. 

My second resolution w'as a corollaiy from the first. 
I determined that, without shutting my ears to the 
voice of true criticisEa, I would pay no regard to that 
which assumes the form of satire. I therefore resol- 
ved to arm myself with that triple brass of Iloraco, of 
which those of my profession are seldom held deficient, 
against all the roving warfare of satire, parody, and 
Harcasni ; to laugh if the jest was a good one, or, if 
otherwise, to lot it hum and buzz itself to sleep. 

It is to the observance of these rules, (according to 
tny best belief,) that, after a life of thirty years en- 
gaged in literary labours of various kinds, I attribute 
iny never having been entangled in any literary quar- 
rel or controversy ; and, which is a still more pleasing 
result, that .1 have been distinguished by tho personal 
frioiulsiup of my most appi'ovcd contemporaries of all 
parties. 

1 adopted, at the same time, another resolution, on 
which it may doubtless be remarked, that it was w'cll 
for me that I had it in my power to do so, and that, 
therefore, it is a line of conduct which, depending upon 
iiecident, can be less generally applicable in other 
cases. Yet I tail not to record tliis part of my plan, 
convinced that, though, it may not he in every one’s 
pow^er to adopt exactly the same re.solution, he may 
nevertheless, by his own exertions, in some shape or 
other, attain tho object on w^hieh it w'as founded, 
mimely, to secure the means of subsistence, without 
relying exclusively on literary talents. In this re>spect, 

[ determined that literature should be my staff, but 
not my crutch, and that the profits of my literary la- 
bour, however convenient otherwise, should not, if I 
could help it, become necessary to my ordinary ex- 
penses, With this purpose I resolved, if the interest 
of my friends could so far favour me, to retire upon 
any of the respectable offices of the law, in which per- 
sons of that profession are glad to take refuge, when 
they feel themselves, or ai’e judged by others, incom- 
petent to aspire to its liigher honours* Upon such a 
post an author might hope to retreat, without any per- 
ceptible alteration of circumstances, whenever the 
time should amve that the public grew weary of his 
endeavours to please, or he himself should tire of tho 
pen. At this period of my life, I possessed so many 
friends capable of assisting me in this object of ambi- 
tion, that I could hardly over-rate my own prospects 
of obtaining the preferment to which I limited my 
wishes ; and, in fact, I obtained in no long period 
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the reverMOR of a situation which completely met 
them. 

Thus far all was well, and the Author had been 
guilty, perhaps, of no great imprudence, when he re- 
linquished his forensic practice with the hope of ma- 
king some’ figure in the field of literature. But an 
established character with the public, in my new ca- 
pacity, still remained to be acquired. 1 have noticed, 
that the translations from Biirger had been unsuccess- 
ful, nor had the original poetry which appeared under 
the auspices of Mr. Lewis, in the " Tales of "Wonder,” 
in any great degree raised my reputation. It is true, I 
had private firiends disposed to second me in my efforts 
to obtain popularity. But I was sportsman enough 
to know, that if the greyhound does not run well, the 
halloos of his patrons will not obtain the prize for 
hiih. ■ . 

Neither was 1 ignorant that the practice of ballad- 
writing was for the present out of fcishion, and that 
any attempt to revive it, or to found a poetical cha- 
racter upon it, would certainly fail of success. The 
ballad measure itself, which was once listened to as 
to an enchanting melody, had become hackneyed and 
sickening, from its hdng the accompaniment of every 
grinding hand-organ ; and besides, a long work in 
quatrains, whether those of the common ballad, or such 
as are termed elegiac, has an effect upon the mind 
like that of the bed of Procrustes upon the human 
body; for, as it must be both awkward and difficult 
to carry on a long sentence from one stanza to an- 
other, it follows, that the meanmg of each period must 
be comprehended within four lines, and equally so 
that it must be extended so as to fill that space. The 
alternate dilation and contraction thus rendered ne- 
cessary is singularly unfavourable to narrative com- 
position ; and the Gondibert” of Sir William D’Ave- 
nant, though containing many striking passages, has 
never become popular, owing chiefly to its being told 
in this species of elegiac verse. 

In the dilemma occasioned by this objection, the 
idea occurred to the Author of using the measured 
short line, w'hieh forms the structure of so much min- 
strel poetry, that it may be properly termed the Ro- 
mantic stanza, by waj of distinction ; and which ap- 
pears so natural to our language, that the very best 
of our poets have not been able to protract it into the 
verse properly called Heroic, without the use of epi- 
thets which are, to say the least, unnecessary.^ But, 
on the other hand, the extreme facility of the short 

^ Thus it has been often remarked, that, in the opening 
couplets of Pope’s translation of the Iliad, there are two syl- 
lables forming a superfluous word in each line, as may be 
otaerved by attending to such words as are printed in Italics. 

Achilles’ wrath to Greece the direful spring 
Of woes unnumber'd, heavenly goddess, sing ; 

That wrath which sent to Pluto’s reign. 

The souls of chiefs in battle slain, 

Whose bones, unburied on the desert shore, 

Devouring dogs and hungry vultures tore,” 

* The Duchess died in August 1814. Sir Walter Scott’s 


couplet, which seems congenial to our language, and 
was, doubtless for tliafc reason, so popular with our old 
minstrels, is, for the same reason, apt to prove a snare 
to the composer who uses it in more modern days, by 
encouraging him in a habit of slovenly eompimition. 
The necessity of occasional pauses ofte.n forces the 
young poet to pay more attention to sense, as tlio boy’s 
kite rises highest when the train is loaded by a due 
counterpoise. The Author was therefore intimidated 
by what Byron calls the fatal facility” of the octo- 
syllabic verse, which was otherwise better a<lapted to 
his purpose of imitating the more ancient poetry 

I was not less at a loss for a subject which might 
admit of being treated with the simplicity and wild- 
ness of the ancient ballad. But accident dictated l)i>th 
a theme and measure, which decided the subject, as 
well as the structure of the poem. 

The lovely young Countess of Dalk<Mtli, aft<'rwnrds 
Harriet Duchm of Bucclemfli, had come to the laml 
of her husband with the desire uf nuikiug herscif ac- 
quainted with its traditions ami cuKloms, as well as 
its manners and history. All who ivomoiiber this lady 
will agree, that the intclh'ctual character of her ex- 
treme beauty, the amenity and eourtesy <d’ her man- 
ners, the soundness of her understanding, and her un- 
bounded benevolence, gave more the idt‘a of an ange- 
lic visitant, than of a being belonging to this nether 
world; and such a thought was but too conaiKteut 
with the short space she was ponnittod to tarry araung 
us.® Of course, where all made it a pride and plea- 
sure to gratify her wishes, she soon heard enough td 
Border lore; among othei*s, an ngv.d gentleman ol 
property,® near Langholm, communicated to her lady, 
ship the story of Gilpin Horner, a tradition in which 
the narrator, and many more of that country, were 
firm believers. The young Countess, much <lclightc<l 
with the legend, and the gravity and full confidence 
with which it was told, enjoined on ino as a task to 
compose a ballad on the subject. Of courso, to licar 
w’as to obey ; and thus the goblin story, objected to by 
several critics as an excrescence upon the poem, was, 
in fact, the occasion of its being writtim. 

A chance similar to that which dictated the subject, 
gave me also the hint of a now mode of tri'ating it, 
We had at that time the lease of a pleasant cottage, 
near Lasswade, on the I’omantie banks of the Msk, to 
' which we escaped when the vacations of the Court 
peniiitted me so much leisure. Here I had the jjlea- 
sure to receive a visit from Mr. Btoddart, (now Sir 

lines on her dcalh will bo found in a subHoquMtu pamc of 
this collection.— 'En. 

3 This was Mr, Beattie of Mioldodaks atnan then cocsidcr- 
ably upwards of eiglity, of a shrewd and sarcastic temper,* 
which he did not at all linu’s siqipress, as the following anec- 
dote will show;— A worthy clergyman, now deceased, with 
better good- will than tact, was endeavouring to push theseMnur 
forward in his recollection of Border ballads and legends, by 
expressing reiterated surprise at his wonderful memory. “ 
sir,” said old Mickledale ; “ my memory h goo<l for little, for 
it cannot retain what ought to be preserved. I can remem- 
ber ail these stories about tbo auld riding days, which art of 
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John Btoddart, Judgo-Advocate at Malta,) who was 
at that time ooilectiiig tbo particulars which he after- 
wards embodiod in his liomarks on Local Scenery in 
Sitotland,^ I was of some nao to him in procuring the 
information which he desired, and guiding him to the 
scones which he wished to see. In return, he made 
me hotter acquainted than I had hitherto been with 
the politic elusions which have since made the Lakes 
of Westmoreland, and the authors by whom they have 
been sung, so famous wherever the English tongue is 
spoken. 

I was already acquainted with the Joan of Arc,”, 
the “ Thaiaba and the Metrical Ballads” of Mr. 
Southey, which had found their way to Scotland, and 
wci'o generally admired. But Mr. Stoddart, who had 
th^* advantage of personal friendship with the authors, 
and who possessed a strong memory with an excellent 
taste, xvas able to repeat to me many long specimens 
of tlu‘ir poetry, which had not yet appeared in print. 
Amongst others, was the striking fragment called 
< Iliristahel, by Mr, Coleridge, whitdi, from the singu- 
larly irregular stniotiireof the stanKas, and the liberty 
which it allowed the author, to adajit the sound to the 
seiiBc, seemed to be exactly suited to such an extra- 
vaganza aa I meditated on the subject of Gilpin Hor- 
ner. As appli<'d to comic and humorous poetry, this* 
inesc.olanza of raea-aurea had been already used by 
Anthony Hall, Anstoy, Dr. Wolcott, and others ; but 
it was in Christabel tliat I first found it used in serious 
po(‘try, and it is to Mr. Coleridge that I am bound to 
make the acknowledgment due from the pupil to his 
mast.i'r. 1 observe that Lord Byron, In noticing my 
(sbiigations to Mr. Coleridge, which I have been al- 
ways most ready to acknowledge, expressed, or was 
umhfrsbiiod to expres.s,a hope, that I did not write an 
iiutViendly review on Mr. Coleridge’s productions.® 
Dn this subject 1 have only to say, that 1 do not even 
know tlie review which is alluded to ; and were I ever 
t(t take the unbtMioming freedom of censuring a man 
of Mr. Coleridge’s extraordinary talents, it would be 
on account of the caprice and indolence with which 
b(» has tlirown from him, as if in mere wantonness, 
tbosts untinished scraps of poetry, which, like the 
Torso of a ntiquity, defy the skill of his poetical breth- 
ren to complete them.® The charming fragments 
whicn the author abandons to their fate, are surely too 
valuuhlo to be treated like the proofs of careless en- 
grav'U’.s, the sweepings of whose studios often make 
the fortune of some painstaking collector. 

J ilid not immediately proceed upon my projected I 


tio rnrthly iiuportiinee ; but were you, reverend sir, to repeat 
^sotir lu'ht Kt'ruuui in this drawuig-Toom, I could not tell you 
half uu hour ufU-rwards wluit youhad keen speaking aborit.’* 

J Two voluines, royal octavo. 1{K)1. 

S’ Mi«dwin’s€(»nvcr.satiousof Lord Byron, p. 309. 

» Fir Waltor, clsewlicro, in allusion to “ Coleridge’s beau- 
tiful aud tantalizing fragniunt of Christabel,’' says, ” Has not 
tail own Imaginative jioot cause to fear that future ages will 
dubiH* ttJ Humnion biin from his place of rest, as Milton longed 


labour, though I was now- furnished with a subject, 
and with a structure of verse which might have the 
effect of novelty to the public ear, and afford the 
author an opportunity of varying his measure with the 
variations of a romantic theme. On the contrary, it 
was, to the best of my recollection, more than a year 
after Mr. Stoddart’s visit, that, by way of experiment, 
I composed the first two or three stanzas of The Lay 
of the Last Minstrel.” I was shortly afterwards visited 
by two intimate friends, one of whom still survives. 
They were men whose talents might have raised them 
to the highest station in literature, had they not pre- 
ferred exerting them in their own profession of the 
law, in which they attained equal preferment. I was 
in the habit of consulting them on my attempts at com- 
position, having equal confidence in their sound taste 
and friendly sincerity.'* In this specimen I had, in the 
phrase of the Highland servant, packed all that was 
my own af feas^jfor I had also included a line of invo- 
cation, a little softened, from Coleridge— 

Mary, mother, shield us well.” 

As neither of my friends said much to me on the sub- 
ject of the stanzas I showed them before their depar- 
ture, I had no doubt that their disgust had been 
greater than their good -nature chose to express. 
Looking upon them, therefore, as a failure, I threw 
the manuscript into the fire, and thought as little 
more as I could of the matter. Sometime afterwards 
I met one of my two counsellors, who enquired, with 
considerable appearance of interest, about the progress 
of the romance I had commenced, and was greatly 
surprised at learning its fate. He confessed that nei- 
ther he nor our mutual friend had been at first able to 
give a precise opinion on a poem so much out of the 
common road ; but that as they walked home together 
to the city, they had talked much on the subject, and 
the result was an earnest desire that I would proceed 
with the composition. He also added, that some sort 
of prologue might be necessary, to place the mind of 
the hearers in the situation to understand and enjoy 
the poem, and recommended the adoption of such 
quaint mottoes as Spenser has used to announce the 
contents of the chapters of the Faery Queen, such as — 
Babe’s bloody hands may not be cleansed. 

The face of golden M eau : 

Her sisters two, Extremities, 

Strive her to banish clean.” 5 

I entirely agreed with my friendly critic in the necess- 
sity of having some sort of pitch-pipe, which might 


* To call «p him who left half told 
The story of Cambnscan bold ” 

Notes to tM Ahhot.'-^'ED. 

^ One of these, William Erskine, Esq. (Lord Kinnedder), I 
have often had occasion to mention, and though 1 may hardly 
be thanked for disclosing the name of the other, yet I cannot 
but state that the second is George Cranstoun, Esq., now a 
Senator of the College of Justice, by the title of Lord Core- 
house. 1831.— [Mr. Cranstoun resigned his seat on the Bench 
in 1839.3 

fi Book II. Canto 11. 
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snake readers aware of tlic object^ or rather the tone, 
of the publication. But I doubted whether, in assu- 
ming the oracular style of Spenser’s mottoes, the inter- 
preter might not be censured as the harder to be un- 
derstood of the two. I therefore introduced the Old 
Minstrel, as an appropriate prolocutor, by whom the 
lay might be snug, or spoken, and the introduction of 
whom betwixt the cantos, might remind the reader at 
intervals, of the time, place, and circumstances of the 
recitation. This species of cadre^ or frame, afterwards 
afforded the poem its name of “ The Lay of the Last 
Minstrel.” 

The work was subsequently shown to other friends 
during its progress, and received the imprimatur of Mr. 
Francis Jeffrey, who had been already for some time 
distinguished by his critical talent. 

The poem, being once licensed by the critics as fit 
for the market, was soon finished, proceeding at about 
the rate of a canto per week. There was, indeed, 
little occasion for pause or hesitation, when a trouble- 
some rhyme might be accommodated by an alteration 
of the stanza, or where q-n incorrect measure might he 
remedied by a variation of the rhyme. It was finally | 
published in 1805, and may be regarded as the first 
work in whidh the writer, who has been since so volu- 
minous, hud his claim to be considered as an original 
airthor. 

The book was published by Longman and Company, 
and Archibald Constable and Company. The principal 
of the latter firm was then commencmg that course of 
bold and liberal industry which was of so much ad- 
vantage to his country, and might have been so to 
himself, but for causes which it is needless to enter 
into here. The work, brought out on the usual terms 


J Mr. Otren Bees, here alluded to, retired from the house 
of Longman & Co., at Midsummer 1837, and died 5th Septem- 
ber folloTOig, in hia 67th year,— Bn. 

2 “ Through what channel or in what terms Fox made known 
his opinion of the Lay, I have failed to ascertain. Pitt’s praise, 
as expressed to liis niece, Lady Hester Stanhope, within a few 
weeks after the poem appeared, was repeated by her to Mr. 
William Stewart Bose, who, of course, communicated it forth- 
with to the author ; and not long after, the Minister, in con- 
versation with Scott’s early friend, the Right Hon. William 
Bundas, signified that it would give him pleasure to find some 
opportunity of advancing the fortunes of such a writer. “ I 
remember/’ writes this gentleman, “ at Mr. Pitt’s table in 
1805. the Chancellor asked me aboutyou and yourthen situa- 
tion, and after I had answered him, Mr. Pitt observed—* He 
can't remain as he is/ and desired me to ‘look to it,”’ — 
Locxhabt. Life (if SeoUrV oL 11. p. 226. 


I of (iiviricn of profits between the mithor and pub« 
I Ushers, was not long after pnr«hjise<l by tlieni for 
£.W0, to which Messrs. Longman and ("mnpany 
afterwards added £100, in th(‘ir own unsolicitod 
kindness, in consequence of the uncommon hucc’chh of 
the work. It was handsomely given to supply the 
lossof a fine horse, which broke down Hmldonly wliilo 
the author was riding with one of the wortliy pub- 
Hshera.^ 

It would be great affectation not to own frankly, 
that the author expected some success from The 
Lay of the Last Minstrel.” The attempt to return to 
a more simple and natural style of poetry was likely 
to be welcomed, at a time when the public had bt‘- 
come tired of heroic hexameters, with alUhe buckram 
and binding which belong to them of latiT days. But 
whatever might have been his expeetation.s, whet.Iu’T 
moderate or unreasonable, tbo result l<‘ft them far 
behind, for among those wlio snuib'd <01 the adventu- 
rous Minstrel, were nuinb(,‘n>d tiui gr<'at nanu'S <d* 
William Pitt and Charles Keitlua* was tbo 

extent of tbo sale inferior to the <;har;u*ier (»f the 
judges who received the p<iem with appnibutiun. 
Upwards of thirty thousand copies of the Lay w'ero 
disposed of by the trade ; and tlie author bad to per- 
form a task difficult to human vanity, when called 
upon to make the necessary deductions from his own 
merits, in a calm attempt to account for his ]i»opu« 
larity.8 

A few additional remarks on the authoria literary 
attempts after this period, will bo foutid in the Intro- 
duction to the I’oem of Marmion. 

Abbotsford, AprU 1830. 


I ® ** The poet has uuder-estinuited oven the patent and tmi* 

I gible evidenoo of his success. The first edition of tbo bay w.'w 
a magnificent quarto, 750 copies ; but this was mon exlmusl" 
' ed, and there followed an octavo impression of 1500 ; in 
two more, one of 2()0{) copies, another of 2250; in a fifth 
edition, of 2000, and a sixth, of 3000; in 1308, 3550; in imK 
.3U(K)— a small edition in quarto (the ballads and, lyrical piecea 
being then annexed to it)—and another octtm> edition ot 
8250; in 1811, ,3(100; in 1812, 3000; in 18UJ, 3000; iit 1823, 1000. 
A fourteenth jjnprcssion of 'M)0 foolscap a]»}»e;ired in 1825. 
and besides all tins, before the end of 18.3(5, Ih«ioo coi>k;a had 
gone forth in the collected editiojis of his j)tK-tieal w(*rkH. 
Thus, nearly forty-four thousand copies had been disposctl <d 
in this country, and by the legitimate trade alone, hefore Ite 
superintended the edition of 18.30, to which his hlographii-a) 
introductions were prefixed. In the history of JJritinh Poetiy 
nothiiig had ever equalled the detuand fur thc‘ Lay of the L.wt 
Minstrel."— X’{/L Vol. II. p. 22(1 



Eap of tfte Easit iHtniStrtl* 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 

CHARLES EARL OF DALKEITH, 

THIS POEM IS rNSCRIBEO BY 

THE AUTHOR. 


PREFACE TO THE BTRST EDITION. 

Pom^ mnr ojfered to iJm PMw, h intended to ilhudrate ‘ffie customs aid manners which anciently pro- 
voihl on the Borders of Englaml mid Scotland, The inliubitants liviny in a state partly pastoral and partlit 
iixtrltkc, and conddniny habits of constant depredation with the wjlucnce of a rude spirit of chivalry^ were 
tnyayed in stmes hiyUy snscepiibte of poetical ornanienU As the description of scenery and nmnnera was more ike 
object of the A uthor than a combined and rcyular 7iarra.im, the plan of the Anckiit MetrkaL lionmnce was 
adopted^ which adlows yrcuter latitude^ in this respect, then would he coiisisient tvUh the dignity of a regular Poem.^ 
The same tnndel off cnid tdhvr facilities, as it permits a-n occcisimial altcratmi of 7)ieasiire, tchich, in some degree, 
aidhoriscs the change of rhythm in the Icai? The machinery, also, adopted from 2 ^opu!ar hdiif, would have seemed 
put' rile in a Poem which did itot partuhe of the 7'udcne.ss of the old Ballad, or Afetrkal Romance. 

Pot these reasons, the Poem 'was put into the mouth of an ancient Minstrel, the last of (he 'race, who, as he is sup- 
nosed to Inwe surrmid the Itcrolidmn, might luive caught somewhat of the refinement of modern poetry, without 
losing the sim^ilkiiy of his original model. The date of the Tale itself is ahoid the iniddle of the siviemth cm 
tnry, when most of the personages aeiiudly Jlourishad. The time occupied by the action is Three Nights and Three 
(ktys.^ 


INTRODUCTION. 

Tisi-j way v\'as the wind was cold, 
'I'iic MiiiMtnd was intirra and old ; 


> “ Tho chief excellence of The Lay consists in the hoauty 
ofthe tU!scn})tionM of local scenery, and the accurate picture 
<if‘(aiHtojnfi and uianners among tho Scottish Borderers at the 
time it refers to. 'J’he various exploits and adventures which 
occur in those half-civilixed times, when the hands of govern- 
ment were so loosely twisted, that every man depended for 
Bufety more on his own arm, or the prowess of his chief, than 
on the civil power, may he said to hold a middle rank between 
history and private anecdote. War is always most picturesfiTie 
where it is least formed into a science j it has most variety and 
interest where the in'owcss and activity of individuals has most 
play; and the imeturnal expedition of Diomecland Ulysses to 
HeiKO thc! chariot and horses of Rhesus, or a ruM of the Scotts 
or the Keins todri\e cattle, will make a hetter figure in verse, 
than all the hattlcH of the great King of Prussia. Tho slcuih- 
d'</;, Ihti tieaeoicjm'S. tho JedwiMiUaxes, tho moss-troopers, the 
ytdl of the stiujan, and all the irregular warfare of predatory 
evpctUtioiiH, or feiuls of liereditary vengeance, are far more 
captivating to the imagination than a park of artillery and 
liiiitalious of Weil (Irilled soldier, s.”-“-vL/;nnd lUvieu\ lB04r. 

- It must he observed, that there is tins difference he- 
twoen the licenHi* of the old romancer, and that assumed by 
Mr. t-'colt; the ahcrrulioins of the firht are usually casual and 
slight ; tho.se of the other premeditated and systematic. Tho 
oi<l romancer may be compared to a man who trusts his reins 
to hi« horse ; his palfrey often blunders, and occasioiuilly 
bicakft his pace, sometimes from vivacity, often or through in* 
fi«ne nee. M r. ycott sots out with the intention of diversifying 


His wither’d cheek, and tresses gray, 
Seem’d to have known a better day j 
The harp, his sole remaining joy. 

Was carried by an orphan boy. 


his journey by every variety of motion. He is now at a trot, 
now at a gallop ; nay, he sometinioB stops, as if to 

* Make graceful cayirioles, and prance 

Between tho pillar-s.’ 

A main objection to this plan is to be found in the shock which 
the car receives from violent and abrupt transitions. On tlie 
other hand, it must be allowed, that as different species of 
verse are individually better suited to tho expression of the 
different ideas, sentiments, and passions, which it is the ob- 
ject of poetry to convoy, the happiest efforts may be produced 
by adapting to the subject its most congenial structure of 
verse.’’---(7niicaZ 1805. 

From the novelty of its style and subject, and from the 
spirit of its execution, Mr. Scott’s Lay of tho Last Minstrel 
kindled a sort of enthusiasm among all classes of readers ; and 
the concurrent voice of the public assigned to it a very ex- 
alted rank, which, on more cool and dispns.sionate examina- 
tion, its numerous essential beauties will enable it to main- 
tain. For vivid richness of colouring and truth of costume, 
many of its descriptive pictures stand almost unrivalled ; it 
carries us back in imagination to the time of action ; and we 
wander with the poet along Tweedside, or among the wild 
glades of Ettrick Forest. Review, May, IBOB. 

“ We consider this poem as an attempt to transfer the 
refinements of modern poetry to the mutter and the manner of 
the ancient metrical romance. The author, eiiainoured of 



SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


The last of all the Bards was he, 

Who Sling of Border chivalry j 
For, weiladay ! their date was fled. 

His tuneful brethren all were dead ; 

And he, neglected and oppressM, 

Wished to he with them, and at restd 
No more on prancing palfrey borne, 

He earoird, light as lark at mom ; 

No longer courted and caressed, 

High placed in hall, a welcome guest, 

He pour’d, to lord and lady gay, 

The unpremeditated lay : 

Old times were changed, old manners gone ; 
A stranger fill’d the Stuarts’ throne ; 

The bigots of the iron time 
Had call’d his harmless art a crime. 

A wandering Hai-per, scorn’d and poor, 

He begg’d his bread from door to door. 

And tuned, to please a peasant’s oar, 

The harp, a king had loved to hear. 

He pass’d where Newark’s ® stately tower 
Books out from Yarrow’s birchen bower: 


the lofty visions of chivalry, and partial to the strains in which 
they were formerly embodied, seems tohave employed all the 
purees of his genius in endeavouring to recall them to the 
fevour and admiration of the public, aud in adapting to the 

taste of modem readers a species of poetry which was once the 

delight of the courtly, bnt has long ceased to gladden any other 
eyes than those of the scholar and the antiquary. This is a 
romance, therefore, composed hy a minstrel of the present 
mi or such a romance as we may suppose would have been 
written m modem times, if that style of composition had con- 
tinued to be cultivated, and partakes consequently of the im- 
provements which every branch of literature has received 
since the time of its desertion.*’— Jeffrey, April, 1805 . 

“ to the northward, Scott showed us the crags 

and owerofSmailholme,. and behind it the shattered W 
ment of Erceldeune, and repeated some pretty stanzas as- 
wandering minstrels of this dis- 

tnet, byname Bum: 

‘Sing Erceldoune, and Cowdenknowes, 

Where Homes had ance commanding, 

And Drygrange, wi’ the milk-white ewes, 

"Twist Tweed and Leader standing. 

The bird that flees through Redpath trees 
And Gledswood banks each morrow. 

May ehaunt and sing— Leader’‘s limuhs 
And Bonny liowms of Farrow. 

‘But Minstrel Burn cannot assuage 
His grief wliile life endureth. 

To see the changes of this age 
Which fleeting time procureth ; * 

For moiiy a place stands in hard case, 

W 

With Homes that dwelt on Leader side. 

And Scotts that dwelt on Yarrow.” 

» nn.r . . vol. vi, n. 78 . 

™ n- The royal arm. 

Of iho 

Anere was a much more ailment castle in its 


The Minstrel gazed with wishftil eyo— 
No bumbler re8ting-pla(n; was nigh, 

With hesitating stop at last, 

Tho embattled portal arch h(' passM, 
Whoso ponderous grate and massy lar 
Had oft roll’d back tho tide of war. 

But never closed the iron door 
Against the desolate and poor. 

The Duchess® marked his weary pace, 
His timid mien, and reverend face, 

And bade her page the menials tell. 

That they should tend the old man well i 
For she had known adversity, 

Though bom in such a high degree ; 

In pride of power, in beauty’s bloom, 

Had wept o’er Monmouth’s bloody tomb 1 

When kindness bad his wants supplie?!, 
And the old man was gratbusl. 

Began to rise bis minstrel pri<Io : 

And bo began to talk anon, 

Of good Earl Francis,^ d(>ad and gone, 


immediate vicinity, called Aiildwark, founded, it In sab!, hy 
Aloxandor HI, Both were designed for the r«)yal rcHidemw 
when tho king was disposed to take his pleasure in the exten- 
sive forest of Ettricko. Various grants occur in the reeordt 
of the Privy Seal, bestowing the keeping of tho Cmth of 
Newark upon difterent barons. There is a popular tradition 
that it was once seized, and held out by the outlaw Mtirmv 
a noted character in song, whoonly surrendered Newark nmiii 
condition of being made hereditary sheritrof the forest A 
long ballad, containing an account of this transaction it 
preserved in the Border Minstrelsy, (vol. 1. p, ,%•<) ) Upon 
the marriage of James IV. with Margaret, sister* of Henry 
VIIL, tho Castle, of Newark, with the whole Forest of Ft- 
tricke, was assigned to her as a part of her jointure lands 
But of this she could make little advantage; for, after the 
death of her husband, she is found complaining heavily that 
Buccleuchhad seized upon these lands. Indeed, thi'nftwo 
of keeper was latterly held by the family of Bu<..eleuch, and 
with 80 firm a grasp, that when the Forest of Ettricke was dis- 
parked, they obtained a grant of tlie Castle of Newark in pro- 
per^. It was within tho court-yard of this oflsths that Geae- 
ral Lesly did military execution upon the prisoners whom ho 
had taken at the battle of Philiphaiigh. The cast le con timicd 
to be an occasional seat of the Bucclonch family for umre 
than a century ; and hero, it is said, tho Duchess of Moarnoulh 

Mr Wt h r' -^^or this reason, probably. 

Mr Scott has chosen to make it the scene in which the dy 
of the Last Minstrcd is recited in her i.resencc, and for iu r 

It may be added that BowhiH was the favourite residence 
of Lord and Lady Dalkeith, {afterwards Duke and ihudiess 
of Buccleuch), at the time when the poem was composi d * tho 
“H »»t i„c)„dea in tha park 42 ;, i t 
aat modern seal of the family ; and Sir \Wtor s 2 r ,1 
doubt, was influenced in his choice of the locality hv tho 

orhriaT fm ,f who anffiOHted tho’,,,!.- 

walk on whose banka, loading from tho l„ras„ the d 
<«lo, w called, in memory of her, the Umhea’s /r«a-._p,I * 
Buccleuch and Monmouth, ropresom;. 
toatr?" of Buccleuch, and widow ofthe nufor- 

tanatc James, Duke of Monmouth, who was bolioadcil in iwi/i. 
hrancis Scott, Earl ofBnccloucli, father of tho l).. .. i .... ' 
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TSIM LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL. 


AihI of Karl rest lum, Ood 1 

A bravi'f no’t'r to hattk' rode; 

Anti liow ftill many a talc ho know, 

Of tho old warriors of Bucttleueh : 

Ainh wouki tlu? nobiu i)ntdu,‘SH deign 

*■]« listtin to an tdd man’s atrainj 

Though HtiiriuH liaml, his voitio though weak, 

Ho tliuught nvim yet, the sooth to speak, 

That, if she ioved th<‘ harp to hear, 

lie eoultl make music to her car. 

The htimhlc boon was soon obtain’d; 

T]u» Agetl Minstrel audience gain’d, 
ihit, when he reach’d the room of state, 
WiuTt^ slie, -with all htjr ladies, sfUc, 
I’erchaneio he wish’d his boon dcnii-d: 
h’or, wlum to tuno his harp he trieii, 

His trembling luind ha<l lost the ease, 

Whii'h marks security fo please; 

'Ami Mcmu'S, long past, of joy and iiahi, 

Came wildering oV his agc<l brain-- 
Ho tried to tumi his harp in vain ! - 
1‘ho pityitig Dutdiess praised its elunitg 
And gave him heart, and gave him time, 

Till every si ring’s aeeording gloo 
Was blended iiilo harmony. 

And then, he. said, lie would full Orn 
He could recall an ancient strain. 

He never thought to sing again. 

U was nut framed lor village churls, 

Hut fur high dames aiul mighty earls; 

He had playM it to King Cha,rl('s llu- Ceod, 
When he kept tsuirt in Holyrood ; 

And muel) he wish’d, yet fear’d, to try 
'I'he long-furgotleii melody. 

Amid ilje strings his fingers stray'd. 

Ami un uneertaiu warbling made, 

And oft he shook his hoary head. 

But whfui be caught the nn^usure wiM, 

TIu! old man raised his lace, and smiled ; 


* Wulti'j’, I'lurl of JUiceUnieh, grandfather of the Duchess, ! 
and a cclid) rated warrior. j 

- ** Mr. W. Hiuidas, (see L[p of Sroff, vol, ii p. says, i 
that Pitt repeated the lines, Uesenbing the old harper’s cm- | 
barrassineat w'hen askecl Ju play, and said,—* This in a sort of | 
thiu).; Nvlueh 5 u>it;ht liavir cxpccttMl hi piuiithig, hut could 
lu'vef havt; faucictl capubk} orheiug given in poetry.’ ” ! 

“la tins very lirst rank of poetical cKcollern'e, w'o are 
tneUm d to place the introduclovy and comdnding lines of 
i-u ry cMUtu, in whieh tin; aneteni stmin is snspended, and 
da- ti'cliiitci iuul siiualion of Uu* nutistrel himself dcscrilu'd in 
ihf wuidfi of the author, Tlu' tdr!>':inct‘ and the beauty of this 
iutihi;!, if wi' mav so call it, lhout>h entirely of modern work- 
maosiuiL appears to us to If fully more worthy of admiration 
thuti the bolder reUi'f of the anti<iues which it enchtses, and 
li'iti/s'W fir rnjrt'l Hiitl tho (i/ilhor 'ihnuld haiv. zcaftkiU w iwifn- 
tt/nf rofi'inrhf'fi, .sir mifi'h ofthoso. imwcn which 

Arr-utfitH'i/ cijii/iif to ibc Uvk tf niinui'jhim an huhpcHdciit rcpu-^ 

id f ion.*’ - ,1 LFKHLy. 


And lighten’d up liis faded eye, 

With all a poot’$ ecstasy I 
In varying cadence, soft or strong. 

He swept the sounding chords along; 
The present scene, the future lot, 

His toils, his wants, were all forgot: 
Cold diffidence, and age’s frost, 

In the full tide of song wei'c lost; 

Each blank, in faithless memory void, 
The poet’s glowing thought supplied ; 
And, while his harp responsive rung, 
’Twas thus the Latest Minstrel sung.» 


at EaiSt 


CANTO FIRST. 


L . .. 

Tite feast was over in BrunksoiuG towerA 
And tho Ladye had gone to her socret bower ; 

Her bower that vvaa guarded by W'ord and by spell, 
Deadly to hear, and deadly to tell — 

«Tesu Maria, sliield ua well ! 

No living wight, save the Ladye alone. 

Had dared to cross the thresliold stone, 

II. 

The tables were drawn, it was idlosse all ; 

Knight, and page, ami household squire, 

Loiter’d through the lofty hall, 

Or crowded round the ample fire ; 

Tlie stag-hounds, weary with the chase, 

Lay stretch’d upon the rushy floor, 

And urged, in dreams, the forest race, 

From Teviot-stono to Eskdale-moor.® 


5 ‘*Tho ancient romance owes much of its interest to the 
lively picture W’hich it aflbrds of the times of chivalry, and of 
those usages, manners, and institutions, which we have been 
acciLstomcd to associate in our minils, with a certain combi- 
nation of magnificence with sinqilicity, and ferocity with 
romantic honour, Tho representations contained in those 
pcrforraanccs, however, are, for the most part too rude and 
naked to give com])lote satisfaction. The execution is always 
extremely unequal ; aud'though the writer sometimes touches 
upon the aiquopriate feeling with groat eifcct and felicity, 
still this appears to be done more by accident than design ; 
and he wanders away immediately into all sorts of ridiculous 
or uninteresting details, without any apparent con.sciousness 
of incongruity. These defects Mr. Scott has corrected with 
admirable address and judgment in the greater part of the 
work now before us ; and while he has exhibited a very strik- 
ing and impre&sive picture of tho old feudal usages and insti- 
tutions, ho has shown still greater talent in engrafting iqum 
tho.se descriptions all the tender or magnanimous emotions to 
which the clreurastanco.s of tho story naturally give rise. 
Without impairing the antique air of the whole piece, or vlo- 
I hiting the simplicity of the ballad style, he has contrived, in 


* Appciulist, Ku|<‘ A, 
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SCOTT’S POETICAL 


WORKS 


m. 

Kine-and-twonty kmglits of fame 
Hung their shields in Branksorae-Hall ; * 
ISUne-and-twenty squires of name 

Brought them their steeds to bower from stall ; 
Nine-and-twenty yeomen tall 
Waited, duteous, on them all : 

They were all knights of mettle true, 
Kinsmen to the bold Buccleuch. 

iV. 

Ton of them were sheathed in steel, 

With belted sword, and spur on heel : 

They quitted not their harness bright, 

Neither by day, nor yet by night: 

They lay down to rest, 

With corslet laced, 

Pillow’d on buckler cold and hard ; 

They carved at the meal 
With gloves of steel, 

And they drank the red wine through the helmet 
barr’d. 

y. 

Ten squires, ten yeomen, mail-clad men, 

Waited the beck of the warders ten ; 

Thirty steeds, both fleet and wight, 

Stood saddled in stable day and night, 

Barbed with frontlet of steel, I trow, 

And with Jedwood-axe at saddlebow 
A hundred more fed free in stall : — 

Such was the custom of Branksome-Hall. 

YI. 

Why do these steeds stand ready (light ? 

Why watch these warriors, ann’d, by night ? — 
They watch, to hear the blood-hound haying : 
They watch to hear the war-hom binying ; 

To see St. George’s red cross streaming, 

To see the midnight beacon gloaming : 

They watch, against Southern force and guile, 

Lest Scroop, or Howard, or Percy’s powers, 
Threaten Branlcsorne’s lordly towers, 

From Wark worth, or Naworth, or merry Car- 
lisle.^ 


this vray, to impart a much gi-eater dignity and more power- 
ful interest to his production, than could ever he obtained by 
the unskilful and unsteady delineations of the old romancers, 
Nothing, we think, can afford a finer illustration of this re- 
mark, than the opening stanzas of the whole poem ; they 
transport ns at once into the days of knightly daring and 
feudal hostility, at the same time that they suggest, in a very 
interesting way, all those softer sentiments which arise out of 
ftome parts of the description.’*— -Jefraky. 

1 See Appendix, Note B. 

2 See Appendix, Note C. 

8 See Appendix, Note D, and compare these stanzas with 
the description of Jamie Telfer’s appearance at Branksome- 
Hall, (Border Minstrelsy, vol. ii. p. 5,1 to claim the protection 
of Auld Buccleuch”— and the ensuing scene, {page 9, )— 


YTT. 

Such is the custom of Branks(mic4!aIL-— 

Many a valiant knight is hen* ; 

But h(3, the chieftain of them all, 

His sword hangs rusting on the wall. 

Beside his broken spear. 

Bards long shall tell 

How Lord Walter fell 

When startled burghers fled, afar, 

The furies of the Border war ; 

When the streets of high Dunedin® 

Saw lances gleam, and falchions redden. 

And heard the slogan’s^ deadly yell — 

Then the Chief of Branksome fell. 

YIIL 

Can piety the discord lu^al, 

Or stanch the d(*ath-l('ud’.s enmity? 

Can Chri.stian lore, can pjitriot zeal, 

Clan love of bles.s(*(l ehai’ity ? 

No ! vainly to each holy slirijn'. 

In mutual pilgrimage, tln^y dre.w ; 

Implored, in vain, the, grae.i', divine 
For chiefs, their own red falchions slew: 

While Cossford owns the rule of Can*, 

While Ettrick lioasts the line of Bcuitt, 

The slaughter’d chiefs, the mortal jar, 

The havoc of the feudal war, 

Shall never, never be forgot 

IX. 

In sorrow o’er Lord Waltijr’s bier 
The warlike foresters had bent ; 

And many a flower, and many a tt'ar, 

Old Teviot’s maids and matrons lent ; 

But o’er her warrior’s bloody bier 

The Ladye dropp’d nor flower nor tear !” 

Yengeance, deep-brooding o’er the slain, 

' Had lock’d the source of softer wo(‘ ; 

And burning pride, and high disdain, 

Forbade the rising tear to flow ; 

Until, amid his sorrowing elan, 

Her son lisp’d from the nurse’s knc<»— 

And if I live to be a man, 

My father’s death revenged shall be I’” 

“ Tlie Scotts they rarte, the F!c?(»tt,s they run, 

Sae starkly and sao st(?a<Iili(i I 
And aye the ower-word o’ tljc tlirattg 
Was—' Rise for Rranksoriio readilic/* tVe. 
Compare also the Ballad of Kinnmnt Willu*, /vcd. Ii, p 
53 .) 

** Now word is gane to the hntjJd kc'epor, 

In Branksome lia’ wliere tiiat ho lay,” &e.— Kn, 

4 There are not many passages in English poetry more inv 
prossive than some parts of Stanzas vii. viii. ix.— JKFKUKy. 

u See Appendix, Note E. 

8 Edinburgh. 

7 The war cry, or gathering-word, of a Border clan. 

8 See Appendix, Note P. 

2 Or/ff. {IstEdilkm.) T.adye dropp'd nor av//// nort<'at 
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THE LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL, 


Ttwn IrtHt the mother\H toars m seek 
dew the infant’s kindling cheek. 

X. 

Ail loose lirr negligent attiroj 
All hKJse her golden hair, 

Hung Margaret o’er her slaughter’d sire, 

And wept in wihi despair, 

But not alone the bitter tear 
Had filial grief supplied ; 

For hopeless love, and anxious fear, 

Had lent their mingled tide : 

Nor in her mother’s alter’d eye 
Dared she to look for sympathy. 

Her lover, ’gainst her father’s clan, 

With Dan* in arms hail stood, ^ 

When MatliouHO-lmrn to Melrose ran, 

All purple with their blood ; 

Ami well she knew, her mother dread, 

Ih'foni Lord Craiwtoun she should wed,^ 

Would SCO her on hor dying bod, 

'XL"' 

Of noble race the Ladye came, 

Her father was a clerk of fame, 

Of Bethunc’s line of Ficardic 
Ho h'arn’d the art that none may name, 

In Padua, far beyond the sea. ^ 

Men said, he, changed his mortal frame 
By feat of magic mystery ; 

For wlu*n, in studious mood, ha paced 
8fc. Andrew’s cloister’d hall,^ 
ilia form no darkening aliadow traced 
Upon the sunny wall 1 ® 

'■ 'XIL'.- 

And of his skill, as hards avow, 

Ho taught that Liu lye fair, 

Till to her bidding she could bow 
The vi<'U'iess forms of air.’' 

And now she sits in secret bower, 

In old Lord Da^'id^s western tower, 

And listiuis to a heavy sound, 

’i’hat moans the mossy turrets round. 

Is it the r(tar of Teviot’s tide, 

That (‘hales against the scaur’s^* red side? 

1h it the wiml that swings the oaks? 
is it the echo from the rocks? 

Wliat may it Ixg tlu^ h^^avy sound, 

I’hat moans old Branksome’s turrets 
round ? 

■ XIIL 

At Ihc Huilen, mooning s(»und, 

The ban-<h>gri lay and howl ; 

J StH> App«*nili\-, Non; <J, {The iiiunc is spelt tliilcmUly by 
tlu* \ ut V, he i»t‘ar it. <':UT is selected, not as the 

iitiosi eftru'ct, itot as (he most ptu'tical reading.) 
r .'‘ee Appendix, K<<te II. ir^ee Apjandix, Note I. 

■« S*-e Appendix, .Note K. 


And, from the turrets round, 

Loud whoops the startled owl, 
lu the hall, both squire and knight 
Swore that a storm was near, 

And looked forth to vievF the night I 
But tho night was still and cle-'ir 1 

XIY. 

From the souisi of Teviot’s tide. 

Chafing with the mountain’s side, 

Prom the groan of the wind-swung oak, 

From the sullen echo of the rock. 

From the voice of the coming storm, 

The Ladye knew it well ! 

It was the Spirit of the Flood that spoke, 

And he called on the Spirit of the Fell* 

'■ XY. 

EIYBR SPIRIT. 

Sleep’st thou, brotlier?” — 

MOirNTAIN SPIRIT. 

- — ‘‘ Brother, nay— 

On my hills the moon-beams play. 

From Craik-cross to Skclf hill -pen. 

By every rill, in every glen, 

Merry elves their morris pacing, 

To aerial minstrelsy. 

Emerald rings on brown hoalh tracing. 

Trip it deft and merrily. 

Up, and mark their nimble feet ! 

Up, and list their music sw’eet I”-— 

■ XYI. , 

- RIVER SPIRIT. 

Tears of an imprison’d maiden 
Mix with my polluted stream ; 

Margaret of Branksome, sorrow-laden, 

Mourns beneath the moon’s pale beam. 

Tell me, thou, who view’st the stars, 

When shall cease these feudal jars? 

YTiat shall be the maiden’s fate ? 

Who shall be the maiden’s mate ?” — 

XYIl. ^ '■ ■ ■ ■ 

MOUNT.AIN SPIRIT. 

“ Arthur’s slow wain his course doth roll, 

In utter darkness round the pole ; 

The Northern Bear lowers black and grim ; 

Orion’s studded belt is dim ; 

Twinkling faint, and distant far, 

Shimmers through mist each planet star ; 

111 may I read their high decree I 
But no land influence deign they shower 
On Teviot’s tide, and Branksome’s tower, 

Till pride be quell’d, and love be free.” 

5,, First Edition— “ SL KenU{]erni}i haiy — St. Mungo, or 
Kentigerne, is the patron saint of Glasgow, 

6 See Appendix, Note L. 7 See Appendix, Note M 
8 Scaur, a i>recipitou» hank of earth. 
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XVIII. 

Tlie uneartlily voices ccast, 

And the heavy sound was still ; 

It died on the nver’s breast, 

It died on the side of the hilU 
But round Lord David’s tower 
The sound still floated near ; 

For it nxng in the Ladye’s bower, 

And it rang in the Ladye’s eai% 

She raised her stately head, 

And her heart throbb’d high with pride : — 

Your mountains shall bend, 

And your streams ascend. 

Ere Margaret be our foeman’s bride !” 

XIX. 

The Ladye sought the lofty hall, 

Where many a bold retainer lay, 

And, with jocund din, among them all, 

Her son pursued his infant play. 

A fancied moss-trooper,^ the hoy 
' The truncheon of a spear bestrode, 

And round the hall, right merrily, 

In mimic foray ® rode. 

Even bearded knight% in arms grown old. 

Share in Ms frolic gambols bore, 

Albeit their hearts of rugged mould, 

Were stubborn as the steel they wore. 

For the grey warriors prophesied, 

How the brave hoy, in future war, 

Should tame the Dnicorn’s pride,® 

Exalt the Crescent and the Star.* 

XX. 

The Ladye forgot her purpose high, 

One moment, and no more ; 

One moment gazed with a mother’s eye, 

As she paused at the arched door : 

Then from amid the armed train, 

She call’d to her William of Doloraine.*’ 

XXT. 

A stark moss-trooping Scott was he, 

A.S e’er couch’d Border lance by knee ; 

Through Solway sands, through Tarras moss, 
Blindfold, he knew the paths to cross ; 

By wily turns, by desperate bounds, 

Had baffled Percy’s best blood-hounds 
In Eske or Liddel, fords were none, 

But he would ride them, one by one j 
Alike to him was time or tide, 

December’s snow, or July’s pride ; 

J See Appendix, Note N. 

2 Fomy, a predatory inroad. 

s This line, of which the metre appears defective, would 
have its full complement of feet according to the pronunciation 
of the poet himself— as all who were familiar with his utter- 
ance of the letter r will hear testimony.— Ed. 

4 See Appendix, Note 0. 5 Ibid. Note P. « Ibid. Note Cji. 
7 Bairibee, the place of executing the Border marauders at 
Carlisle. The Mchvmc is the beginning of the Slst Psalm, 


Alike to him was tide or time, 

Moonless midnight, or matin prime: 

Steady of heart, and stout of hand. 

As ever drove prey from Oumberlumi ; 

Five times outlawed had ho been, 

By England’s King, and acotlamPs 

XXIL 

« Sir William of Deloraino, good at need, 

Mount thee on the wightest steed ; 

Spare not to spur, nor stint to ride, 

Until thou come to fair Tweedaide ; 

And in Melraso’s holy pile 

Seek thou the Monk of St. Mary’s aisle. 

Greet the Father w^ell from me ; 

Say that the fated hour is come, 

And to-night he shall w'ateh with thee, 

To wan the treasure of the tomb: 

For this will be St. MiifflaiPs night. 

And, though stars he dim, the moon is itright. ; 
And the Cross, of bloody red, 

Will point to the grave of the mighty dead. 

xxnr. 

What he gives thee, see thou kei’p ; 

Stay not thou for food or sleep ; 

Be it scroll, or be it book, 

Into it, Knight, thou must not look ; 

If thou rcadest, thou art lorn ! 

Better liad’st thou ne’er been born.”-— ' 

XXIV. 

" 0 swiftly can speed iny dapple-grey steed, 

Which drinks of the Teviot ch'ar; 

Ere break of day,” the Warrior ’gan say, 

Again will I be here : 

And safer by none may thy errand he tlonc, 

Than, noble dame, by me ; 

Letter nor lino know I never a one, 

Wer’t my neck-verse at i iairihee.” ^ 

XXV. 

Soon in his sadille sate he fast. 

And soon the steep descent ho past, 

Soon cross’d the sounding barbican,® 

And soon the Teviot side lie won. 

Eastward the woodeil jiath he rode, 

Green hazels o’er his basnet nod ; 

Ho passed tlie PeoP of Goldiland, 

And cross’d old Borthwiolv’s roaring stmiid; 

Dimly he view’d the Moat-hin’s mound. 

Where Druid shades still fiittixl r<mnd 

Miserere me.i^ &c., andeutly road by criminalH daimiiu; tho 
benefit of clergy. In the rough ])ut Hpinted sketdi of tha 
marauding Borderer, and in the m'iveu^ of his last declftraTlms, 
the reader will recognise some of the most striking featuroi 
of the ancient ballad.”—- CV/f/mil Review.'] 

8 Rarhkan, the defence of the outer gate of a feudal 

9 Peel, a Border tower. 

10 Sec Appendix, Note B. 
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In Hawick twinkled many a light; 
iiohind him soon they set in night ; 

And soon he spurred his courser keen 
Ueuoath the tower of HazeldeanA 

XXVL 

The clattering hoofs tlio watchmen mark ; — 
{Stand, ho I tliou courier of the dark.” — 
For Branksome, ho !” the knight rejoinM, 
And left the friendly tower behind. 

He turn’d him now from Teviotside, 

And, guided by the tinkling rill, 
Northward the dark ascent did ride, 

And gained the moor at Horsliehill ; 
Broad on the left before him lay, 

For many a mile, the Roman way.® 

XXVII. 

A moment now he slack’d his speed, 

A moment breathed his panting steed ; 
Drew aaddi e-girth and corslet-band, 

And loosen’d in the .sheath his brand. 

On Minto-crags the moonbeams glint,*'* 
Where Barnhill bow’d his bed of Hint ; 

Who dung his outlaw’d limbs to rest, 

Where falcons hang their gi<ldy nest, 

Mid dills, from whence his eagle eye 
For many a league his prey could spy ; 

OlilTs, doulding, on their echoes borne, 

The t<un*ors of the robber’s horn ? 

Cliffs, which, for many a later year, 

The warbling Doric reed shall hoar, 

Wlien some sad swain shall teach the grove, 
Ambition is no cure for love I 

xxvm. 

Hmduillongod, tlience pass’d Deloraine, 

To ancient Riddel’s lair domain,^ 

Where Aill, from mountains freed, 

Down from the lakes did raving come ; 

Each wave was crested with tawny foam, 
Like the mane of a chestnut steed. 

In vain I no torrent, deep or broad, 

Might bar the bold moss-trooper’s road. 

XXIX. ,■ 

At the first plunge the horse sunk low, 

A ud tile water broke o’er the .saddlebow ; 
Above* the foaming tide, I ween, 

Scarce half the charger’s neck was seen; 
i^’or Iu,^ was barded^ from counter to tail, 
And the rhler w^as armed complete in mail; 
Ni‘vcr heavier man and horse 
St(‘mm.M a midnight torrent’s force. 


I Sico ApiU'Utlix. Note S. 

-’Anaucumt Hom.'ui mad, crossiiis tlirougli part ofRox- 
htuj-dif’ldrc. 

a A {ipondix. Note T. * Ibid. Note U. 

Ihirih'd, nr ba,i1uRl,-»ui>pUcd to a horse accoutred with 
defriiHivi* armour. 


The warrior’s very plume, I say 
Was daggled by the dashing spray ; 

Yet, through good heart, and Our Ladye’o grace. 
At length he gain’d the landing place. 

XXX. 

Now Bowden Moor the march-man won, 

And sternly shook his plumed head, 

As glanced his eye o’er Halidon ;® 

For on his soul the slaughter red 
Of that unhallow’d morn arose, 

When first the Scott and Carr were foes ; 

When royal James beheld the fray, 

Prize to the victor of the day ; 

When Home and Douglas, in the van. 

Bore down Buecleuch’s retiring clan, 

Till gallant Cessford’s heart-blood dear 
Reek’d on dark Elliot’s Border spear. 

XXXL. 

In bitter mood he spurred fast, 

And soon the hated heath w^as past ; 

And far beneath, in lustre wan, 

Old Mclros’ rose, and fair Tweed ran ; 

Like some tall rock with lichens grey, 

Seem’d dimly huge, the dark Al)ba} c. 

When Hawick he pass’d, had cnrfuw rung, 

Now midnight lauds'^ %vere in Mtdrose sung. 

The sound, upon the fitful gale. 

In solemn wise did rise and fail, 

Like that wild harp, whose magic tone 
Is waken’d by the winds alone. 

But when Melrose he reach’d, ’twas silence all | 
He meetly stabled his steed in .stall, 

And sought the convent’s lonely wali.^ 

Here paused the harp ; and with its swell 
The Master’s fire and courage fell ; 

Dejectedly, and low, he bow’d. 

And, gazing timid on the crow<l, 

He seem’d to seek, in every eye. 

If they approved liis minstrelsy ; 

And, diffident of present praise, 

Somewhat he spoke of former day.s, 

And how old age, and wand’ring long, 

Had done his hand and harp some wrung. 

The Duchess, and her daughters fair, 

And every gentle lady there, 

Each after each, in due degree, 

Gave praises to his melody; 

His hand was true, his voice was clear, 

And much they long’d the rest to hear. 
Encouraged thus, the Aged Man, 

After meet rest, again began. 


6 Halidon was an ancient seat of the Kerrs of Cessford, now 
demolished. About a quarter of a mile to the nortliward lay 
the field of battle betwixt Buccleuch and Angus, which is 
called to this day the Skirmish Field.—Sce Appendix Note D. 

7 iMuthy the midnight service of the Catholic church. 

8 See Appendix, Note V. 



SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


ei(C E3» of tl&e Eailt jWtoOtrel. 


CANTO SECOND. 


l. 

IP tbouwould’st view fair Melrose arightj^ 

Go visit it by tbe pale moonlight ; 

For the gay beams of lightsome day 
Gild, hut to flout, the ruins grey. 

When the broken arches are black in night, 

And each shafted oriel glimmers white; 

When the cold light’s uncertain shower 
Streams on the ruin’d central tower ; 

When buttress and buttress, alternately, 

Seem framed of ebon and ivory ; 

When silver edges the imagery, 

And the scrolls that teach thee to live and die f 
When distant IVeed is heard to rave, 

And the owlet to hoot o’er the dead man’s grave, 
Then go — ^but go alone the while-— 

Then view St. David’s ruin’d pile f 
And, home returning, soothly swear. 

Was never scene so sad and fair I 

II. 

Short halt did Deloraine make there ; 

Little reck’d he of the scene so fair: 

With dagger’s hilt, on the wicket strong, 

He struck full loud, and struck full long. 

The porter hurried to the gate — 

" Who knocks so loud, and knocks so late ?” 

« From Branksome I,” the warrior cried ; 

And straight the wicket open’d wide ; 

For Branksome’s Chiefs had in battle stood, 

To fence the rights of fair Melrose ; 

And lands and livings, many a rood, 

Had gifted the shrine for their souls’ repose.^ 

m. 

Bold Deloraine his errand said; 

The porter bent his hunible head: 

With torch in hand, and feet unshod, 

And noiseless step, the path he trod: 

The arched cloister, far and wide, 

Rang to the warrior’s clanking stride, 

Till, stooping low his lofty crest, 

He enter’d the cell of the ancient priest, 


1 “ In the description of Melrose, which introduces the 
Second Canto, the reader will observe how skilfully the Au- 
thor calls in the aid of sentimental associations to heighten the 
effect of the picture which he presents to the eye.”— J jjffbb v. 

2 See Appendix, Note W, 

8 David I. of Scotland, purchased the reputation of sanctity, 
by founding, and liherally endowing, not only the monastery 
of Melrose, but those of Kelso, Jedbur^, and many others ; 
which led to the well-known observation of his successor, that 
te was a sore saim/or the crieton. 


And lifted his barrcid avenfciylc/ 

To liail the Monk of St, Mary’s aisle. 

IV. 

« The Ladye of Branksome greets tht;e by 
Says, that the fated hour is come, 

And that to-night I shall watch with thee, 

To win the treasure of the tomb.” 

From sackcloth couch the Monk arose, 

With toil his stiffen’d limbs he rear’d; 

A hundred years had flung their snows 
On his thin locks and floating beard. 

V. 

And strangely on the Knight look’d he, 

And his blue eyes gleam’d wild and wide ; 

And, darest thou, Warrior ! s<Hik to s<‘u 
What heaven and hell alike would hi<le t 
My breast, in belt of iron pent. 

With shirt of hair ami scourge of thorn ; 

For threoseoro years, in peiuimu’! spi-nt, 

My knees those flinty stones hav<^ worn; 

Yet all too little to atone 
For knowing what should ne’er be known. 
Would’st thou thy every future yi'iu* 

In ceaseless prayer and p<mauee drie. 

Yet wait thy latter end with fear— 

Then, daring Warrior, ftdlow pio r’- '” 

VI. 

PcnancG, father, will 1 none ; 

Prayer know I hardly one ; 

For mass or prayer can I rarely tarry, 

Save to patter an Ave Mary, 

When I ride on a Border foray 
Other prayer can I none ; 

So speed mo my errand, and hd mo bci gone.”— 

VII. 

Again on the Knight look’d tlic Churchman old, 
And again ho sighed heavily ; 

For he had himself been a warri(>r hold, 

And fought in Spain and Italy. 

And ho thought on the days that were long sincf* by 
When his limbs were strong, and his courage was 
high:— 

Now, slow and faint, ho led the way, 

Where, cloister’d round, the garden lay ; 

The pillar’d arches were over t1i(‘ir hea<i, 

And beneath their feet were the bones of the dead*? 


A The Bucclcuch family wore great benefaetons to the Abhtiy 
of Melrose. As early as the reign of Eobort II., Uohert Scott, 
Baron of Murclicston and Kankleburn, (now Buedeueh,) gave 
to the monks the lands of Ilinkcry, in Rttrick Forest, proim^ 
lute mimes sua."-Chartular7/ f/ JWwf, 2BtU May, 141.5* 
Jventayle, visor of the helmet. 

<5 Sec Appendix, Note X, 

7 The cloisters were frequently used as places of gepulture. 
An instance occurs in Drybtirgh Abbey, where tlie doisler han 
au inscription, bearing, Bicjacclf rater Archihaldm^ 
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VIII. 

Spreading Ijerbs, and flowerets brigbtj 
0 listen’d with the dew of night; 

Nor herb, nor floweret, glisten’d there, 

But was carved in the cloister-archcs aa fair. 

The Monk gazed long on the lovely moon. 

Then into the night he looked forth; 

And red and bright the streamers light 
Were dancing in the glowing north. 

So had he seen, in fair Oastile, 

The youth in glittering squadrons start 
Sudden the flying jennet wheel, 

And hurl the unexpected dart. 

He knew, by the streamers that shot so bright, 
That spirits were riding the northern light. 

IX. 

By a steol-clenchod postern door, 

They enter’d now the chancel tall ; 

The darken’d roof rose high aloof 
On pillars lofty and light and small ; 

The key-stone, that lock’d each ribbed aisle, 

Was a flonr-de-Iys, or a qiiatre-feuille ; 

The corhells® were carved grotesque and grim ; 
And the pillars, with cluster’d shafts so trim, 

With base and with capital flourish’d around/ 
Seem’d bundles of lances which garlands had 
bound. 

X. 

Full many a scutcheon and banner riven, 

Shook to the cold niglit-wind of heaven, 

Around the screened altar’s pale ; 

And there the dying lamps did burn, 

Before thy low and lonely urn, 

O gallant Chief of Otterburne 
And thine, dark Knigb,t of Liddesdale 
O fading honours of the dead ! 

0 high ambition, lowly laid ! 

XL 

The moon on the east oriel shone® 

Through slender shafts of shapely stone, 

By foliaged tracery combined ; 

Thou would’st have thought soihe fairy’s hand 
^Twixt poplars straight the ozier wand, 

In many a freakish knot, had twined ; 

Then framed a spell, when the work was done, 

And changed the willow- wreaths to stone. 

1 Sc« Appendix, Note Y. i 

i? the projections from wkicli tlie arches spring, 

usually cut in a fantastic face, or mask. 

« “ "Withplbiih and with capital flourish’d around ” 

First Edition. 

See Appendix, Note Z. 5 Ibid, Note 2 A. ® Ibid Note 2 B. 

7 “ Bombay Srpleniher 25, ItlOS,— I began last night to read 
Walter Scott’s Lay of the Last Minstrel, as part of my 
evening readings to my children. I was extremely delighted 
by the poetical beauty of some passages, the Abbey of Melrose 
for example, and most of the prologues to the cantos. The 
costume, too, is admirable. The tone is antique; and it 
might bo read for instruction as a picture of the manners of 


The silver light, so pale and faint, 

Shew’d many a prophet, and many a saint, 
Whose image on the glass was dyed; 

Full in the midst, his Cross of Red 
Triumphant Michael brandished, 

And trampled the Apostate’s pride. 

The moon-beam kiss’d the holy pane, 

And threw on the pavement a bloody stain. ^ 

XII. 

They sate them down on a marble stone,® — 

(A Scottish monarch slept below ;) 

Thus spoke the Moult, in solemn tone : — 

" I was not always a man of w'oe ; 

For Paynim countries I have trod, 

And fought beneath the Cross of Gfod : 

Now, strange to my eyes thine arms appear, 
And their iron clang sounds strange to my ear. 


the middle ages, " “ ^{}vcm7;>L'T 2, 18f)5. —■ W e are perfectly e u- 
chanted with Walter Scott’s Lay of the Last Minstrel, lie 
is surely the man bom at last to translate the Iliad. Are not 
the good parts of his poem the most Homeric of any tiling in 
our language ? There are tedious passages, and so are there in 
Homer.”— ‘Sir James Mackintosh, TJfe,YQl. X., pp. 254, 252. 

8 A large marble stone, in the chancel of Melrose, is pointed 
out as the monument of Alexander IL, one of the greatest, of 
our early kings ; others say, it is the resting-place of Waldeve, 
one of the early abbots, who died in the odour of sanctity. 

9 See Appendix, Note 2 C. lo ibid. Note 2 D. 

See Appendix, Note 2 E. Ibid. Note 2 P. 


xiir. 

In these far dimes it was my lot 
To meet the wondrous Micliael Scott* 

A wizard, of such dreaded fame, 

That when, in Salamanca’s cave/® 

Him listed his magic wand to wave, 

The bells would ring in Notre Dame 
Some of his skill he taught to me ; 

And, Warrior, I could say to theo 

The words that cleft Eildon hills in three,*® 

And bridled the Tweed with a curb of stone ; 
But to speak them were a deadly sin ; 

And for having but thought them my heart within, 
A treble penance must be done. 

XIV. 

When Michael lay on his dying bod. 

His conscience was awakened : 

He bethought him of his sinful deed, 

And he gave me a sign to come with speed : 

I was in Spain when the morning rose. 

But I stood by his bed ere evening close. 

The words may not again be said. 

That he spoke to me, on death-bed laid ; 

They would rend this Abbaye’s massy nave, 

And pile it in heaps above his grave. 

XV. 

I swore to bury his Mighty Book, 

That never mortal might therein look ; 
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And never to tell where it was hid, 

Save at his Chief of Branksome’s need : 

And when that need was past and o’er j 
Again the volume to restore. 

1 buried him on St. Michaers night, 

When the bell toll’d one, and the moon was 
bright, 

And I dug his oluimber among the dead, 

When the floor of the chancel was stained red. 
That his patron’s cross might over him wave, 

And scare the fiends from the Wizard’s grave. 

XVI. 

“ It was a night of woe and dread, 

When Michael in the tomb I laid I 
Strange sounds along the chancel pass’d, 

The banners w'aved without a blast”— 

— Still spoke the Monk, when the bell toll’d ono !■— 

I tell you, that a braver man 

Than William of Doloraine. good at need, 

Against a foe ne’er spurr’d a steed ; 

Yet somewhat was ho chill’d with dread, 

And his hair did bristle upon bis head. 

xvn. 

Lo, Warrior! now, the Cross of Red 
Points to the grave of the mighty dead ; 

Within it burns a wondrous light, 

To chase the spirits that love the night : 

That lamp shall burn unquenchably, 

Until the eternal doom shall bo.” — ^ 

Slow moved the Monk to the broad fiag-stonc. 
Which the bloody Cross was traced upon : 

He pointed to a secret nook ; 

An iron bar the Warrior took ;® 

And the Monk made a sign with his wither’d hand, 
The grave’s huge portal to expand. 

XVIII. 

With beating heart to the task ho went ; 

His sinewy frame o’er the grave-stone bent ; 

With bar of iron heaved amain, 

Till the toil-drops fell from his brows, like rain. 

It was by dint of passing strength, 

That he moved the massy stone at length. 

I would you had been there, to see 
How the light broke forth so gloriously, 

Stream’d upward to the chancel root^ 

And through the galleries far aloof I 
No earthly flame blazed e’er so bright : 

It shone like heaven’s own blessed light. 

And, issuing from the tomb, 

Showed the Monk’s cowl, and visage pale, 

Danced on the dark-brow’d Warrior’s mail, 

And kiss’d his waving plume. 

1 See Appendix, Note 2 G. 

2 OHg.-’A bar fr(m thence the warrior took. 

« The agitation of the monk at the sight of the man whom 
he had loved with brotherly affeotion-the horror of Beloraine, 
and his belief that- the corpse frowned, as he withdrew the 


. XI,X. .. 

Before their twes (,he M'izard lay, 

As if ho had not Ikhiu dewi % day. 

His hoary board iu silver roll’d, 
lie seem’d some anvorily winters ohl ; 

A palmer’s amieo wrappM him round, 

With a wrought Hpauish baidric bound, 

Like a pilgrim from b(»yond tlm sea; 

Ilis left hand hold his Book of Might ; 

A silver cross was in his right ; 

The lamp was placed beside his kiiee J 
High and majestic was his look, 

At which the fellest fiends had shook, 

And all unruffled was his face : 

They trusted his soul had gotten graee.^ 

XXv ■ 

Often had Williani of Ueloraiue 
Rode through the battUi’s bloody plain, 

And trampled down the warriors Mlain, 

And neither known remorse nor awi* ; 

Yet now remorse ami awe ho owuM ; 

His breath came thu^k, his head swam roiuid, 
When this strange faaau* of deulh he saw. 
Bewilder’d and imiu'rved he mUkhI, 

And the priest pray’d fervently and loud : 

With eyes averted prayed, ho ; 

Ho might not endure the siglit to see, 

Of the man he had loved ho brotherly. 

'■ ■ XXL , ■ ■ ■ 

And when the priest his dt‘aih»praym* had 
Thus unto Doloraine he said 
Now, speed thee what thou hast to <ii», 

Or, Warrior, we may <leai*ly rut^ ; 

For those, thou nmy’st not look upon, 

Are gathering fast round tin* yawning Hlono!” - 
'.riien Doloraine, in terror, took 
I'i’rom the cold hand tin* Mighty Book, 

With h*on clasp’d, and with iron honnd : 

Ho thought, as he took it, the ile;ul nniu tVown’d ; * 
But the glare of the sepnhdiral light, 

Berchance, had dazzl^al the warrior’s sigld,. 

XSIL ■ 

When the huge stone sunk oVr tin* tomb. 

The night return’d in donljle ghnnn ; 

For the moonhad goiuMloui^and tin* sta svon* b'W j 
And, as the Knigiit and Briest withdrew, 

With wavering steps and dizzy brain, 

They hardly might the posti*rn gain. 

’Tis said, as through iho aisleH they pass’d. 

They heard strange noises on tint Idant; 

And through the cluister-gaUeri«*.s small, 

Which at mid-height thread the cluunasl wall, 


nuigic volume from its grasp, are, ni n stieecediur. part of the 
narrative, cireiunstaiices not more liappiiy conceived tiias? 
exquisitely wrought.” ^aritivul Itcvicw. 

4 See Appendix, Note 211, 
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Lond sobs, and laughter louder, ran, 

And voices unlike the voice of man j 
As if the fiends kept holiday, 

Because tlioso spoils wore brought to day 
I cannot toll how tho truth may bo ; 

I say tho tale as ’twas said to me. 

xxin. 

Now, hie thoe hence,’’ the Father said, 

And when we are on death-bed laid, 

0 may our dear Ladye, and sweet St. John, 

Forgive our souls for the deed we have done !” — 

The Monk return’d him to his cell, 

And many a prayer and penance sped ; 

When the convent mot at the noontide bell — 

The Monk of St. Mary’s aisle was dead ! 

Before the cross was tho body laid, 

With hands clasp’d fast, as if still he pray’d. 

XXIV. 

Tlie Knight breathed free in the morning wind, 
And strove his hardihood to find : 

He was glad when ho pass’d the tombstones grey. 
Which girdlo round the fair Abbayc ; 

For the mystic Book, to his bosom prest, 

Felt like a load ujion his breast ; 

And his joints, with nerves of irevn twined. 

Shook, like tho aspen leaves in wind. 

Full fain was he when the dawn of day 
Began to brighten Cheviot grey ; 

He joy’d to see tho cheerful light, 

And ho said Avo Mary, as well as he might. 

XXV. 

The sun had brighten’d Cheviot grey, 

Tho sun had brighten’d the Carter's’ side; 

A nd soon beneath the rising day 
Smiled liranksome Towers and Toviot’s tklc.- 
Thc wild birds told their warbling tale. 

And waken’d every flower that blows; 

And peeped forth tho violet pale, 

And spread her breast the mountain rose. 

And lovelier than the rose so red, 

Yet paler than the violet pale. 

She early left her sleepless bed, 

The fairest maid of Teviotdale. 

XXVI. 

AVJ»y docs fiiir Margaret so early awake,® 

And don her kirtle so hastilie ; 

And the silken knots, which in hurry she would make, 
Why tremble her slender fingers to tie ; 

Why does she stop, and look often around, 

As she glides down the secret stair ; 

And why does she pat the shaggy blood-hound, 

As he rouses him up from his hiir ; 

1 A mountain on the Border of England, above Jedburgh. 

2 “ How lovely anti exhilarating is the fresb cool morning 
fiindscape wliicb relieves the mind after the horrors of the 
spell-guartkd tombi”— A xna Skward. 
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And, though she passes the postern alone, 

Why is not the watchman’s bugle blown ? 

XXVIL 

The ladye steps in doubt and dread, 

Lest her watchful mother hear her tread ; 

The lady caresses the rough blood-hound. 

Lest his voice should waken the castle round; 

The watchman’s bugle is not blown, 

For he was her foster-father’s son ; 

And ste glides through the greenwood at dawn of 
light 

To meet Baron Henry, her own true knight. 
XXVIII. 

The Knight and ladye fair are met, 

And under the hawthorn’s boughs are set. 

A fairer pair were never seen. 

To meet beneath the hawthorn green. 

He was stately, and young, and tall ; 

Dreaded in battle, and loved in hall : 

And she, when love, scarce told, scarce hid, 

Lent to her cheek a livelier red ; 

When the half sigh her swelling breast 
Against the silken ribbon prest ; 

When her blue eyes their secret told, 

Thougli shaded by her locks of gold — 

Where would you find the ])ecrless lair, 

With Margaret of Brauksome might com- 
pare 1 

XXIX. 

And now, fair dames, methinks I see 
You listen to my minstrelsy; 

Your weaving locks ye backward tlirovv, 

And sidelong bend your necks of snow • 

Ye ween to hear a molting tale, 

Of two true lovers in a dale ; 

And how the Knight, with tender fire, 

To paint his fiiithful passion strove ; 

Swore he might at her feet expire, 

But never, never cease to love ; 

And how she blush’d, and how she sigh’d, 

And, half consenting, half denied. 

And said that she would die a maid ; — 

Yet, might the bloody feud be stay’d, 

Henry of Cranstoun, and only he, 

Margaret of Branksomo’s choice should be. 

^^XXX. ■ ■ 

Alas ! fair dames, your hopas are vain ! 

My harp has lost the enchanting strain ; 

Its lightness W'ould my age reprove : 

My hairs are grey, my limbs are old, 

My heart is dead, my veins are cold : 

I may not, must not, sing of love. 

3 ** How true, sweet, and original, is tbis description oi 
Margaret — the trenibluig haste with wliicli slie attiru>5 her- 
self, descends, and speeds to the bower!”— Ann v He* 
■WARD.-, 

' H , . 
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xxxt 

Beneath an oah, moss’d o’er by eld, 

The Baron’s Dwarf his courser held,^ 

And held his crested holm and spear ; 

That Dwarf was scarce an earthly man, 

If the tales were true that of him ran 
Through all the Border, far and near, 

’Twas said, when the Baron a-hunting rode 
Through Beedsdale’s glens, but rarely trod, 

He heard a voice cry, « Lost I lost I lost 1” 
And, like tennis-ball by racket tosa’d, 

A leap, of thirty feet and three, 

Made from the gorse this elfin shape, 
Distorted like some dwarfish ape, 

And lighted at Lord Cranstoun’s knee. 
Lord Cranstoun was some w’hit dismay’d ; 

’Tis said that five good miles he rade, 

To rid him of his company j 
But where ho rode one mile, tho Dwarf ran 
four, 

And the Dwarf was first at the castlo door. 
XXXIL- 

Use lessens marvel, it is said: 

This elvish Dwarf‘ with the Baron staid ; 

Little he ate, and less he spoke, 

Nor mingled with the menial fiock : 

And oft apart his arms he toss’d^ 

And often mutter’d Lost I lost 1 lost ! ” 

He was waspish, areh, and Ktherlie,^ 

But well Lord Cranstoun served he : 

And he of Ms service was full fain ; 

For once ho had been ta’en or slain, 

An it had not been for Ms ministry. 

All between Home and Hermitage, 

Talk’d of Lord Cranstoun’s Ooblin-Page, 
XXXllt 

For the Baron w^ent on pilgrimage, 

And took with Mm tMs elvish Page, 

To Mary ’s Chapel of the Lowes : 

For there, beside our Ladye’s lake. 

An offering he had sworn to make. 

And he would pay Ms vows. 

But the Ladye of Branksome gather’d a band 
Of the best that would ride at her command 
The trysting place was Newark Lee. 


^ See Appendix, Note 21. 

tie top domoaticating himself with tho first 
h t" that oao’s authority, 

’ B^Jooson. in hispid 

that tho loadingincidont of 

S sunSt”? “““”““fS8®i”S“thoworIa. and petitions 

to supenorforpemiBsion to oddbit himself upon earth. Iho 

^rtjrants him a day-mle. hut clogs it with this condl- 

« 5iiton~-0nly thus more, I hind yon 
To sem the first man that you meet ; and him 
Jll show yon now ; observe him, follow him : 
once engaged, thei^ you must stay and fix." 


Wat of Harden oruno thilhcr am.ain, 

And tliither came *lohn orTliiricstane, 

And thither came William of D(-loraim‘; 

They wore throe hundred .spejtra ami three. 
Through Douglas-btirn, up Vnmiw 
Their horses pranct^, their lam^os gh'am. 

They came to Bfc. Mary’s lake t-ro day; 

But tho chapel was void, and the Barou nwav. 
They Imrn’d tho chapel fi r very rage, 

And cursed Lord Cranstomds Cohliu-l’agc. 

XXXI?. 

And now, in Branksonie’s good green wood. 
As under tho aged oak he stood, 

The Baron’s eounscr pricks his ears. 

As if a distant noise ho hears. 

The Dwarf waves his long loan arm on high. 
And signs to tho lovers to part a.ml ily ; 

No time was tluai to vt»w or sigh. 

Fair Marg;md through the hazel grove. 

Flew like the startled <*ushat-do\,- • 

Tho Dwarf the stirruj) held and iv-iu ; 

Vaulted tho ICnight on his .st(H‘<i uiuuiii, 

And, pondoriiig deep that morningVi seeius 
Bode eastward through tint hawthorns green. 


While thus ho pour’d tho lengthonM tuk> 
The Minstrel’s voice lu^gau to fail : 

Full slyly smiled the ohservant page, 

And gave tho witherM hand of ago 
A goblet, crown’d with mighty wine, 

The blood of Veles5’ scorched vine. 

He raised tho silver cup on high, 

And, while the Mg dmp fill’d hi.s eye, 
Pray’d God to ble.s.s the X)iu*]iess iong. 

And all who cheorM a son of seug, 

Tlio attending maithms smiled to see 
How long, how de(‘p, how zealously, 

The precious juice tin* Minstrel qualV’d; 
And he, embolden’d by the drajight, 

Look’d gaily back to tljcrn, and laugh'd. 
The cordial nectar of tlic howl 
Swell’d Ms old vein.s, ami cheer’d his wutl ; 
A lighter, livelier prelude ran, 

Ere thus Ms tale again began. 


It is observahle that in tlu. same play, ioc/ alhid.^n 
sparenessof his Mot. Mr. Scetr.s ,ohIh’ though ' 
arch andhtherho," proves a fuithiul ami lume.st naahi 
ho lord, into whoso service ho hud intruduced hinaself. 
|OTt of inconsistency sooms also to form a promifuait purf ( 

labic, wefindMerhn, tho son of u dovil, exertine hit 
most zealously in tho cause of virtue an.l of rolim,„i. U,o f, 
and counseHor of Iving Arthur, tho chastiser of wrouKs, 
the Bconrso of the infidels. ’ 

3 See Appendix, Note 2 K. 

m.'p.'fi.-Er“ MinslrcLy, 

s Wood-pigeon. 
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erijc JLae of tjc East JUtn^troI. 


CANTO THIRD. 


■I.' ■ 

AND said I that my limbs were old, 

And said I that my blood was cold, 

And that my kindly fire was fled, 

And my pooi* wither’d heart was dead, 

And that I might not sing of love ? — 

ITow could I to the dearest theme, 

Tliat ever warm’d a minstrel’s dream, 

So foul, so false a recreant prove 1 
How could I naiue love’s very name. 

Nor wake my heart to notes of flmne ! 

IX. 

In poaeo, Love tunes the shepherd’s reed ; 

In war, he mounts the warrior’s steed ; 

In halls, in gay attire is seen ; 

In hamlets, dances on the green. 

Love rules the court, the camj), the grove. 

And men below, and saints above ; 

F or love is heaven, and heaven is love. 

IIL 

So thought Lord Cranstoun, as I wocn, 

While, pondering deep the tender scene, 

He rode through Branksome’s hawthorn green. 
But the page sh.outed wild and shrill, 

And scarce his helmet could he don, 

When downward from the shady hill 
A stately knight caiuo pricking on. 

That warrior’s steed, so dapple-gray, 

Was dark with sweat, and splashed with clay^ 
His annour red with many a stain : 

Ho seem’d in such a weaiy plight, 

As if ho had ridden the live-long night; 

For it \vas William of Deloraine. 

IV. 

But no whit weary did he seem, 

When, dancing in the sunny beam, 

He mark’d the crane on the Baron’s crest 
For his ready spear was in his rest. 

Pew wore the words, and stern and liigh, 
That mark’d the foemon’s feudal hate ; 

For cpicstion fierce, and proud reply, 

Gave signal soon of dire debate. 

Then* very coursers seem’d to kmow 
That eacli was other’s mortal ibe, 

And snorted fire, when wheel’d around. 

To give each knight his vantage-ground. 


. V ■ 

In rapid round the Baron bent ; 

He sigh’d a sigh, and pray’d a prayer ; 

The prayer was to his patron saint, 

The sigh was to his ladye fair. 

Stout Deloraine nor sigh’d nor pray’d. 

Nor saint, nor ladye, call’d to aid ; 

But he stoop’d his head, and couch’d his spear, 
And spurred his steed to full career. 

The meeting of these champions proud 
Seem’d like the bursting thunder-cloud. 

VI. 

Stern was the dint the Borderer lent I 
The stately Baron backwards bent ; 

Bent backwards to his horse’s tail. 

And his plumes went scattering on the gale ; 
The tough ash spear, so stout and true, 

Into a thousand flinders flew. 

But Cranstoun’s lance, of more avail, 

Pierced through, like silk, the Boi’derer’s ma* ; 
Through shield, and Jack, and acton, past, 

Deep in his bosom broke at last. — 

Still sate the warrior saddle-fast, 

Till, stumbling in the mortal shock, 

Down went the steed, the girthing broke, 
Hurl’d on a heap lay man and horse. 

The Baron onward pass’d his course ; 

Nor knew — so giddy roll’d his brain — 

His foe lay stretch’d upon the plain. 

VII. 

But when he rein’d his courser round, 

And saw his foeman on the ground 
Lie senseless as the bloody clay, 

He bade his page to stanch the wound, 

And there beside J:lie warrior stay, 

And tend him in his doubtful state. 

And lead him to Branksome castle-gate : 

His noble mind was inly moved 
For the kinsman of the maid he loved. 

This shalt thou do without delay : 

No longer here myself may stay ; 

Unless the swifter I speed away. 

Short shrift will be at my dying day.” 

VIII. 

Away in speed Lord Cranstoiin rode ; 

The Goblin Page behind abode ; 

His lord’s command he ne’er withstood, 

Though small his pleasure to do good. 

As the corslet off he took, 

The dwarf espied the Mighty Book ! 

Much he marvoll’d a knight of pride. 

Like a hook -bosom’d priest should idde 
He thought not to search or stanch the wound, 
Until the secret he had found. 


1 The crest of the Cranstouns, in allusion to their name, 
Is a crane donuant, holding a stone iii his foot, with iin 


emphatic Border motto, Thou shalt want ere I mint 
s I3ee Apx>cndix, Note 2 L. 
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IX. 

The iron hand, the iron clasp, 

Resisted long the elfin grasp : 

For when the first he had undone^ 

It closed as he the next begun. 

Those iron clasps, that iron band, 

Would not yield to unchristen’d hand, 

Till he smear’d the cover o’er 
With the Borderer’s curdled gore ; 

A moment then the volume spread, 

And one short spell therein he read, 

It had much of glamour^ might. 

Could malse a ladye seem a knight ; 

The cobwebs on a dungeon wall 
Seem tapestry in lordly hallj; 

A nut-shell seem a gilded barge, 

A sheeling® seem a palace large, 

And youth seem age, and age seem youth — 
All was delusion, nought was truth.'* 

, , ■ X. 

He had not read another spell, 

When on his cheek a buffet fell, 

So fierce, it stretch’d him on the plain, 

Beside the wounded Deloraine. 

From the ground he rose dismay’d, 

And shook his huge and matted head j 
One word he mutter’d, and no more, 

Man of age, thou smitest sore l ”*-* 

No more the Elfin Page durst try 
Into the wondrous Book to pry ; 

The clasps, though smear’d with Christian 
gore, 

Shut faster than they were before. 

He hid it underneath his cloak. — > 

Now, if you ask who gave the stroke, 

I cannot tell, so mot I thrive ; 

It was not given by man alive.'* 

XI. 

Unwillingly himself he address’d, 

To do his master’s high behest: 

He lifted up the living corse, 

And laid it on the weary horse ; 

He led him into Branksome Hall, 

Before the beards of the warders all ; 

And each did after swear and say, 

There only pass’d a wain of hay. 

He took him to Lord David’s tower. 

Even to the Ladye’s secret bower ; 

And, but that stronger spells were spread, 

And the door might not be opened, 

He had laid him on her veiy bed. 

Whate’er he did of gramarye,® 

Was always done maliciously; 

He flung the warrior on the ground, 

And the blood well’d freshly from the wound. 


XiT. 

As ho repass’d tlio outer court, 

Ho spied the fair young child at sport : 

He thought to train him to tho woo<l ; 

For, at a word, bo it understood, 

He was always for ill, and never for good. 
Seem’d to the boy, some comrade gay 
Led him forth to the woods to play ; 

On the drawbridge the warders stout 
Saw a terrier and lurcher passing out. 

xm. 

He led the boy o’er bank and fell, 

Until they came to a woodland brook ; 

Tho running stream dissolved the spell,'* 

And his own elvish shape he took. 

Could ho have had his pleasure vilde, 

Ho had crippled the joints of tho nobh‘ (‘hiid , 
Or, with his fingers long and h'an, 

Ilml strangled him in fiemlish Hple<‘u ; 

But his awful mother ho had in diH'ud, 

And also his power was limited ; 

So lie but scowl’d on the startkMl ebiUI, 

And darted through the wild ; 

The woodland brook lus bounding tu’csHVI, 

And laugh’d, and shouted, Lost I lost! kaitl”- 

XIV. 

Full sore amazed at tho wondrous eshange, 

And frighten’d as a child might be, 

At the wild yell and visage atraugi', 

And the dark words of gramarye, 

The child, amidst tho forest bower, 

Stood rooted like a lily fiower ; 

And when at length, with trembling i •.*«*(», 

He sought to find where Branksiuue lay, 

He fear’d to see that grisly face 
Glare from some thicket on bis way. 

Thus, starting oft, he journey’d on, 

And deeper in tho wood is gone,'— 

For aye the more he sought his way, 

The farther still he went astray,--’ 

Until he heard the mountains round 
Ring to the baying of a hound. 

: XV. 

And hark! and hark! the de'^p-niouthkl hark 
Comes Higher still, and nighor: 

Bursts on the path a dark blood-hound, 

His tawny muzzle track'd tlio ground, 

And his red eye shot fire. 

Soon as tho wilder’d child saw he, 

He flew at him right furiouslii?. 

I ween you would have seen with joy 
The bearing of the gallant boy, 

When, worthy of his noble sire, 

His wet cheek glow’d ’twi: t fear and ire I 


^ Magical ddusion- 
* See Appendix, Note 2 M. 


2 A shepherd’s hut. 
IMd. Note 2 N. 


5 Magic. 

® See Appendix, Note 2 O. 


21 


THE LAY OF THE 

1 10 faood the blood-honTid manfully, 

And h(dd Ins little bat on high; 

So lierce ho struck, the dog, afraid, 

At cautious distance hoarsely bay’d, 

But still in act to spring; 

When dasIiM an archer through the glade. 

And ■when he saw the hound was stay’d, 

He drew his tough bow-string; 

But a rough voice cried, Shoot not, hoy ! 

Ho 1 shoot not, Edward — ’Tis a boy ! ” 

XYL 

The speaker issued from the wood, 

And check’d his fellow’s surly mood, 

And quell’d the ban-dog’s ire: 

He was an English yeoman good, 

And hornin Ijannashiro. 

Well could ho hit a fallow-deer 
Five hundred feet him fro; 

With hand more true, and eye more clear, 

No archer bended bow. 

His coal-black hair, shorn round and close, 

Set off his sun-burn ’d face ; 

Old England’s sign, St George’s cross, 

His barret-cap did grace ; 

His bugle-horn hung by his side, 

All in a wolf-skin baldric tied ; 

And his short falchion, sharp and clear, 

Had pierced the throat of many a deer. 

XVII. 

His k'irtle, made of forest green, 

Reach’d scantly to his knee ; ^ 

And, at liis belt, of arrows keen 
A furbish’d sheaf bore he ; 

His l)uckler, scarce in breadth a span, 

No larger fence had he; 

He never counted him a man, 

'Would strike below the knee: ^ 

His slacken’d bow was in his hand, 

And the leash, that was his blood-hound’s band. 

XVIII. 

He would not do the fair child harm, 

But held him -kith his powerful arm, 

That he might neither fight nor fiiee ; 

For when the Red-Cross spied he. 

The boy strove long and violently. 

Now, by St. George,” the archer cries, 

Edward, methinks we have a prize ! 

This boy’s fair face, and courage free, 

Show he is come of high degree.” — 
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For Walter of Harden shall come with speed, 
And William of Deloraine, good at need, 

And every Scott, from Esk to Tweed ; 

And, if thou dost not let me go, 

Despite thy arrows, and thy bow, 

I’ll have thee bang’d to feed the crow I”-- - 

XX. 

Gramercy, for thy good-will, fair boy I 
My mind was never set so high; 

But if thou art chief of such a clan, 

And art the son of such a man, 

And ever comest to thy command, 

Our wardens had need to keep good order; 
My bow of yew to a hazel wand, 

Thou’lt make them work upon the .Border. 
Meantime, be pleased to come with me. 

For good Lord Dacre shalt thou see ; 

I think our woik is well begun, 

"When we have taken thy father’s son.” 

XXL 

Although the child was led aw^ay, 

In Branksome still he seem’d to stay, 

For so the Dwarf liis part did play ; 

And, in the shape of that young boy, 

He wrought the castle much annoy. 

The comrades of the young Buccleuch 
Ho pinch’d, and beat, and overthrew ; 

Nay, some of them he w^ellnigh slew. 

He tore Dame Maudlin’s silken tire, 

And, as Sym Hall stood by the fire, 

He lighted the match of his bandelier,® 

And wofully scorch’d the hackbuteer.® 

It may be hardly thought or said, 

The mischief that the urchin made, 

Till many of the castle guess’d. 

That the young Baron was possess’d ! 

XXII. 

Well I ween the charm he held 
The noble Ladye had soon dispell’d ; 

But she was deeply busied then 
To tend the wounded Deloraine. 

Much she wonder’d to find him lie, 

On the stone threshold stretch’d along ; 
She thought some spirit of the sky 
Had done the bold moss-trooper wrong; 
Because, despite her precept dread, 

Perchance he in the Book had read; 

But the broken lance in his bosom stood. 

And it was earthly steel and wood. 

XXIII. 

She drew the splinter from the wound, 

And with a charm she stanch’d the blood ;* 
She hade the gash be cleansed and bound : 

No longer by his couch she stood ; 


^ ,XIX. 

** Yes ! I am come of high degree, 

For I am the heir of bold Buccleuch ; 
And, if thou dost not set me free, 

False Southron, thou shalt dearly rue ! 


> Seti Appendix, Note 2 P. 

^ BamMier, belt for carrying ammunition. 


3 liackbuteer, musketeer. 

* See Appendix, Note 2 Q, 
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But slie has ta’en the broken lance. 

And wash’d it from tlie clotted gore, 

And salved the splinter o'er and o’er.* 

William of Dcloraine, in trance, 

Wliene’er she turn’d it round and round, 
Twisted as if she gall’d Ms wound. 

Then to her maidens she did say, 

That he should be whole man and sound, 
Within the eourse of a night and day. 

Pull long she toil’d ; for she did rue 
Mishap to friend so stout and true. 

XXIV,2 

So pass’d the day — the evening fell, 

’Twas near the time of curfew hell ; 

The air was mild, the wind was calm, 

The stream was smooth, the dew was balm ; ** 

E’en the rude watchman, on the tower, 

Enjoy’d and bloss’d the lovely houiv 
Far more fair Margaret loved and bless’d 
The hour of silence and of rest. 

On the high turret sitting lone, 

She waked at times the lute’s soft tone ; 
Touch’d a wild note, and all between 
Thought of the bower of hawthorns green. 

Her golden hair stream’d free from hand. 

Her fair cheek rested on her hand, 

Her blue eyes sought the west afar. 

For lovers love the western star. 

XXV. ■■ 

Is yon the star, o’er Penehryst Pen, 

That rises slowly to her ken, 

And, spreading broad its wavering light, 
Shakes its loose tresses on the night? 

Is yon red glare the western star 
O, ’tis the beacon-blaze of war ! 

Scarce could she draw her tighten’d breath, 
For well she knew the fire of death I 

XXVI. . . 

The Warder view’d it blazing strong. 

And blew liis war-note loud and long, 

Till, at the high and haughty sound, 

Pock, wood, and river, rung around. 

The blast alarm’d the festal hall. 

And startled forth the wamors all ; 

Far downward, in the castle-yard. 

Full many a torch and cresset glared ; 

And helms and plumes, confusedly toss’d, 

Were in the blaze half-seen, half-lost ; 

And spears in wild disorder shook, 

Like reeds beside a frozen brook. 


1 See Appendix, Note 2 R. 

s " As another illustration of the prodigious improvement 
which the style of the old romance is capable of receiving from 
a more liberal admixture of pathetic sentiments and gentle 
affections, we insert the following passage, [Stanzas sxiv. to 
xxvii.,] where the effect of the picture is finely assisted by the 
contraBt of its twocompaxtmc’-itB siriraEV. 


XXVIL 

The Seneschal, whose siher hair 
Was redden’d by the torches’ glare, 

Stood in the midst, with gesture proud, 

And issued forth Ida mamlates loud : — 

On Penehryst glows a bale** of fire, 

And three are kindling on Priesthauglwwii’e | 
Ride out, ride out, 

The foe to scout! 

Mount, mount for Branksomo,'* every man ! 
Thou, Todrig, warn the Johnstone clan. 

That ever are true and stout — 

Ye need not send to Liddesdale ; 

For when they sec the blazing bale, 

Elliots and Armstrongs never fail. — 

Ride, Alton, ride, for death and life I 
And warn the Warder of the strife. 

Young Clilbert, let our hcaeon blaze, 

Dur kin, and clan, and friends, to raisi'.”^ 

■ , , xxvicr. 

Fair Margai'ct, ironi the turret head. 

Heard, far below, tho courstu's’ Ireatl, 

While loud the harness rung, 

As to tlieir seats, with clamour dread, 

Tho ready horsemen sprung : 

And trampling hoofs, and iron coats, 

And leaders’ ^^oicos, mingled notes, 

And out! and out! 

In hasty, route, 

The horsemen galloii’d forth ; 

Dispersing to the south to scout, 

And east, and west, and nortli, 

To view their coming enemies, 

And warn their vassals and allies. 

XXIX. , 

The ready page, with hurried hand/* 

Awaked the need-fire’s^ slumbering brand, 
And ruddy blush’d the lieaven ; 

For a sheet of flame, from tlie turret Mgli, 
Waved like a blood-flag on the sky, 

All flaring and uneven ; 

And soon a score of fires, I ween, 

Prom height, and hill, and cliff, were scien ; 
Each with warlike tidings fraught ; 

Each from each the signal caught ; 

Each after each they glanced to siglit, 

As stars arise upon the night. 

They gleam’d on many a dusky tarn,*' 
Haunted by the lonely earn 
On many a cairn’s*^ grey pyramid, 

Whore urns of mighty chiefs lie hid ; 


3 See AppciuUx, Note 2 S 

4 Moxmtfor Bnmkaomo. was the gathering word of tie,* Scot ts. 

5 See A])pondix, Note 2 T. 

® We absolutely sec the fires kindling, one after aiiotlu^r, in 
thcftillowing animated description. Ih'rh'.iv, Him. 

7 Nced’Jire., beacon. 8 Tam, a ntounlain lake. 

8 Earxi, a Scottish eagle. See A])p<-ndix, hJotc 2 TT 
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Till high Dunedin the blazes saw^ 

From Soltra and Dumperider Lawj 
And Lothian heard the Regent’s order, 

That all should bowno’^ them for the Border. 

'XXX.' 

The livelong night in Branksomo rang 
The ceaseless sound of steel ; 

The castle-bell, with backward clang, 

Sent forth the laruni peal ; 

Was frequent heard the heavy jar, 

Whore massy stone and iron bar 
Were piled on echoing keep and tower, 

To whelm the foe with deadly shower ; 

Was frequent heard the changing guard, 

And watch-word from the sleepless ward ; 
While, wearied by the endless din, 
Blood-hound and ban-dog yell’d within. 

XXXL 

The noble Dame, amid the broil, 

Shared tlio grey Senesehal’s high toll, 

And spoke of danger wath a smile ; 

Cheer’d the young knights, and council sage 
Held with the ehiefe of riper age. 

No tidings of the foe w^cre brought, 

Nor of his numbers knew they aught. 

Nor what in time of tnieo he sought. 

Some said, tliat there were thoin;n,nds ton ; 
And otliers ween’d tliat it was nought 
But Loven Claus, or Tynedalc men, 

Who came to gather in blaek-mail 
And liddefuijde, witli small avail, 

Might drive them, lightly back agem. 

So pass’d tlie anxious nig'ht away. 

And welcome was the peep of day. 


Ceased the Ivigh sound-— the listening throng 

Applaud the Master of the Song ; 

And marvel much, in helpless age, 

So hard should be his pilgrimage. 

Had he no friend— no daughter dear, 

His wandering toil to share and cheer; 

No son to be his father’s stay, 

And guide him on the rugged way ? 

“ Ay, once he had— but he was dead !” — 

Upon the harp he stoop’d his head, 

1 Botrac, make ready 

3 Protection money exacted by freehoolere. 

3 {f Motiving can excel the simple concise pathos of the 
close of tl iis Canto— nor the touching picture of the Bard when, 
with assumed lM.<{(net{s, he tries to conceal real sorrow. How 
well tlic poet understands tine art of contrast— and how judi- 
ciously it is exerted in the exordium of the next Canto, where 
our moiiniing syinpatljy is exebanged for the thrill of plea- 
sure I’*— Anna Skward. 

4 « What luxury of sound in this line!”— A nna Seward. 

'Orig,. “ Since first they rolled fltelr way io Tweed.” 

® The Viscount of Dundee, slain in the battle of Ivilli- 
crankio. 

7 “ Some of tlie most Interesting passages of the poem are 
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And busied himself the strings withal, 
To hide the tear that fain would ML 
In solemn measure, soft and slow*, 
Arose a father’s notes of woe.® 


Hap at Ea^t 


CANTO FODRTHc 


. 1. . 

Sweet Teviot ! on thy silver tide 
The glaring bale-fires blaze no more ; 

No longer steel-clad warriors ride 
* Along thy wild and willow’d shore 
Where’er thou wind’st, by dale or hill, 

All, all is peaceful, all is still. 

As if thy waves, since Time was horn, 

Since first they roll’d upon the Tweed, ^ 

; Had only heard the shepherd’s reed, 
j Nor started at the bugle-horn. 

I . n. , , 

Unlike the tide of human time, 

Winch, though it change in ceaseless flow. 
Retains each grief, retains each crime 
Its earliest course was doom’d to know ; 

And, darker as it downward bears, 

Is stain’d with past and present tears. 

Low as that tide has ebb’d with mo. 

It still reflects to Memory’s eye 
The hour my brave, my only boy, 

Fell by the side of groat Dundee.® 

Why, when the volleying musket play’d 
Against the bloody Highland blade, 

Why was not I bcsiiie him laid ! — 

Enough — ^he died the death of fame ; 

Enough — ^lae died with conquering Grrmme ? 

III. 

i Now over Border, dale and fell, 

Full wide and far was terror spread ; 

For pathless marsh, and mountain ceil. 

The peasant left his lowly shed.® 

The frighten’d flocks and herds were pent 
Beneath the peel’s rude battlement ; 

those in which the author droiis the business of his story to 
moralize, and apply to his own situation the images and reflec- 
tions it has suggested. After concluding one Canto with an 
account of the warlike array which was prepared for the re- 
ception of the English invaders, he opens the succeeding one 
with the following beautiful verses, (Stanzas i. and ii.) 

There are several other detached passages of equal 
beauty,9 which might be quoted in proof of the effect which 
is produced by this dramatic interference of the narrator.”— 
Jeffrey. 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 V. 

9 No one will dissent from this, who reads, in particular, the first two 
and hejirt-glowing stanzas of Canto VI. — rwrv, by asfiouiution of tlw 
past, rendered the more afiiectJnff.— Ed. 
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And maids and matrons dropp’d the tear, 

While ready warriors seized the spear. 

Prom Branksoiiie’s towers, the watchman' s eye 
Dun wreaths of distant smoke can spy, 

Which, curling in the rising sun, 

Show'd southern ravage was begun. ^ 

IV. 

Now loud the heedful gate-ward cried — 

Prepare ye all for blows and Hood ! 

Watt Tinlinn,® from the Liddel-side, 

Comes wading through the flood.® 

Full oft the Tynedale snatchers knock 
At Ms lone gate, and prove the lock ; 

It was but last St. Barnahright 
They sieged him a whole summer night, 

But fled at morning ; well they knew, - 

In vain he never twang’d the yew. 

Bight sharp has been the evening shower, 

That drove him from his Liddel tower ; 

And, by my faith,” the gate-ward said, 

“ 1 think ’twUl prove a Warden- Raid. 

V, 

While thus he spoke, the bold yeoman 
Enter’d the echoing barbican. 

He led a small and shaggy nag. 

That through a bog, &om hag to hag,® 

Could hound like any Bilihope stag.'? 

It bore his wife and children twain ; 

A half-clothed serf® was all their train ; 

His wife, stout, ruddy, and dark-brow’d, 

Of silver brooch and bracelet proud,® 

Laugh’d to her friends among the crowd. 

He was of stature passing tail, 

But sparely form’d, and lean withal ; 

A batter’d morion on his brow ; 

A leather jack, as fence enow, 

On his broad shoulders loosely hung ; 

A border axe beliind was slung ; 

1 See Appendix, Note 2 W. 3 See Appendix, Note 2 X. 

3 “ And viien they cam to Branksorue ha’. 

They shouted a’ baith loud and hie. 

Till up and ft])ak liini auld Euccleuch, 

Said—' Whae’s this brings the fraye to me?’— 

* It’s I, Jamie Telfer, o’ the fair Dodhead, 

. And a harried man I think I be,’ ” Sec, 

Bordej’ vol. a. p. 8. 
An inroad commanded by the Warden in person. 

5 ’"The dawn displays the smoko of ravaged fields, and shep- 
herds, vith their flocks, flying before the storm. Tidings 
brought by a tenant of the family, not used to seek a shelter 
on light occasions of alarm, disclose the strength and object 
of the invadem. This man is a character of a lower and of a 
rougher cast than Deloraine. The portrait of the rude le- 
tainer is sketched with the same masterly hand. Here, again, 
Mr. Scott lias trod in the footsteps of the old romancers, who 
confine not themselves to the display of a few personages who 
stalk over the stage on stately stilts, but usually reflect all the 
varietiesof character that marked the era to which they belong. 
The interesting example of manners thus preserved to us is 
uot the only advantage which results from this peculiar 


His spear, six Scottish ells in lengtii, 

Seem’d newly dyed with gore ; 

His shafts and bow, of v.^ondrouB strungib., 
His hardy partner bore. 

VI. 

Thus to the Ladye did Tinlinn show 
The tidings of the English foe 
« Belted Will Howard is marching here, 

And hot Lord Dacre,^^ with many a spear, 

And all the German hackbut-men,^® 

Who have long lain at Askerten : 

They cross’d the Liddel at enrfew hour, 

And burn’d my little lonely tower : 

The fiend receive their souls therefor ! 

It had not been burnt this year and more. 
Barn-yard and dwelling, blazing bright, 

Sensed to guide me on my flight ; 

But 1 was chased the livelong night. 

Black John of Akesliaw, and B’ergus G ricme, 
Fast upon my traces came, 

Until I turn’d at Priestlunigh Serog.t.y, 

And shot their horses in the be;,’!’. 

Slew Fergus with my lance oil tright— 

I had him long at high despite : 

He drove my cows last Fastern's night. 

VII. 

Now weary scouts from Liddesdalo, 

Fast hurrying in, confirm’d the tale ; 

As far as they could judge by ken, 

Three hours would bring to Toviot’sstmml 
Three thousand anned Englishmen— 
Meanwhile, full many a warlike band, 
From Teviot, Aill, and Ettriek shade, 

Came in, their Chief’s defence to aid. 

There was saddling and mounting in haste, 
There was pricking o’er moor and lea ; 

He that was last at the trysting-plaee 
Was but lightly held of his gaye ladye.’® 


structure of their plan. It is this, amongst other circum- 
stances, which enables them to carry us along with them, 
under I know not what species of fascination, and to make 
us, as it were, credulous spectators of their most extravagant 
scenes. In this they seem to resemble the painter, w1h>, in 
the delineation of a battle, while he places the adverse heroes 
of the day comhating in the front, takes care to (ill his hack- 
grouiul with suhordiiiate figures, wluuse ap])eurnnco adds at 
once both spirit and an air of probability to the scene 
Criimi JleiieWy liSOS, 

6 The broken ground in a hog. 

7 See Appendix, Note 2 Y, 

8 Bondsman. 

» As the Borderers were indifferent about the furniture of 
their habitations, so much exposed to be burned and phm. 
dered, they were proi)ortionally anxious to display splendour 
in decorating and ornamenting their females.-^ Hec him.uv 
de Morilms Limitmuorum, 

m See Appendix, Note 2 Z. n See Appendix, Note n A. 

12 M iiBketecrs. See A ppendix, Note 8 B. 

The four last lines of stanza vii. .are not in the Ist Pdjtimi, 
— En. ' . ' ' 
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Till. 

From : fair Mail’s ; silver wave, ' 

^Vom dreary GamcRcleogh’s dusky height. 

His ready lances Thirlestaiie bravo 
Array’d beneath a banner bright. 

I’lio tressured dour-de-luco he claims, 

*To wreathe his shield, since royal James, 
Eiicamp''d by Fala’s mossy wave, 

The proud distinction grateful gave, 

For faith ’mid feudal jars ; 

Tliat time, save Thirlestano alone, 

Of Scotland’s stubborn barons none 
Would march to southern wars; 

And hence, in fair remembrance worn, 

Yon sheaf of spears Ms crest has borne ; 

Hence hia high motto shines reveal’d — ■ 

Ready, aye ready,” for the field.^ 

' IX. ■' 

An aged Knight, to danger steel’d, 

With many a moss-trooper, came on : 

And azure in a golden field, 

The stars and crescent graced his shield, 

Without the hend of Murdicston.- 
Wide lay his lands round Oakwood tower, 

And w'ide round haunted Castlc-Owcr ; 

High over Berth wick’s mountain Hood, 

.His wood-embosom’d mansion stood; 

In tlie dark glen, so deep below, 

Tlie herds of plunder’d England low; 

His bold retainers’ daily j'ood, 

And bought with danger, blows, and blood. 
iVlarauding chief ! his sole delight 
The moonlight raid, the moi'iiing fight; 

Not even the h^lower of Yarrow’s elianns, 

In youth, might tame his rage for arms; 

And still, in age, he spurn’d at rest, 

And still his brows the helmet jwess’d, 

Albeit the blanched locks below 
Were white as Dinlay’s spotless siunv ; 

Five stately warriors drew the sword 
Before their iatlicr’s hand ; 

A braver knight than Harden’s lord 
Ne’er belted on a brand. ^ 

X.^ 

Scotts of Eskdale, a stalwart band,*'* 

Came trooping down the Todshawhill ; 

By tlie sword they won their land, 

And Ijy the. sword they hold it still. 

Hearken, T^adyo, to the tale. 

How thy sires won fair Esk<lalc. — 
ikirl Morton wa.s lord of that valley fair, 

'.riie Beiitiismis were his vassals there. 

1 ttce Ap]>eu(lix, Note .‘J C. a See Appendix, Note 3 1). 
Kee, her. ides Use note on tliis stanza, one in Hie Border 
Minstrelsy, \oI. ii, p. 10, Wat of Harden, the 

Author’s atutestor. 

A satirical ]»iecc, entitled “ The Tosvn .Fcloipic,” which 
made much noise in lulinhurgh sliortly after the appearance 
of tlie liUnsirdit//, has these lines 


The Earl was gentle, and mild of mood, 

The vassals were warlike, and fierce, and rude; 
High of heart, and haughty of word. 

Little they reck’d of a tamo liege lord. 

Tho Earl into fair Eskdale came, 

Homage and seignory to claim : 

Of Gilbert the Galliard a heriot® he sought, 
Saying, " Give thy best steed, as a vassal ought.” 
— Dear to me is my bonny white steed, 

Oft has he help’d me at pinch of need ; 

Lord and Earl though thou be, I trow, 

I can rein Bueksfoot better than thou.” — 

Word on word gave fuel to fire, 

Till so highly blazed the Beattison’s ire, 

But that the Earl the flight bad ta’en, 

The vassals there their lord had slain. 

Sore he plied both whip and spur. 

As ho urged liis steed through Eskdale iniiir; 

And it fell down a Aveary weight, 

Just on the threshold of .Branksonie gat(?. 

XL 

The Earl was a wrathful man to sec, 

Full fain avenged would he be. 

In haste to Branksome’s Lord ho spoke. 

Saying — “ Take these traitors to thy yoke ; 

Fen* a cast of hawks, and a purse of gold, 

All Eskdale I’ll sell thee, to have and hold: 
Beslircw tliy heart, of the lioattisons’ clan 
If thou leavest on Esko a landed man ; 

But spare Woodkcrrick’s lands alone. 

For ho lent me his horse to escape xipon,” 

A glad man then was Branksorne bold, 

Down he flung him tho purse of gold ; 

To Eskdale soon he spurr’d amain, 

And with him five hundred riders has ta’en. 

He left his merrymen in the mist of tho hill. 

And hade them hold them close and still; 

And alone ho wended to the plain, 

To meet with the Galliard and all his train. 

To Gilbert the Galliard thus he said : — 

Know thou me for thy liege-lord and head 
Deal not with me as with Morton tame. 

For Scotts play best at the roughest game. 

Give me in peace my heriot due, 

Thy bonny white steed, or thou shalt rue. 

If my horn I three times wind, 

Eskdale shall long have the sound in mind.”— 

XIl..' 

Loudly the Bcattison laugh’d in scorn ; 

Little care we for thy vriuded horn. 

Ne’er shall it bo tho Galliard’s lot, 

To yield his steed to a haughty Scott. 

A modern author spends a hundred leaves, 

To prove his ancestors notorious thieves. ’—-Ed. 

4 Stanzas x. xi. xii. were not in the first Edition, 

6 Sec A^jpendix, Note 3 E. 

0 The feudal superior, in certain cases, was entitled to the 
best horse of the vassal, in name of Heriot, or Herezeid 
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WcTRii thou to Branksome back on foot, 

With rusty spur and miry boot.” — 

He blew his bugle so loud and hoarse, , 

That the dim deer started at fair Craikcross ; ; 

He blew again so loud and clear, I 

Through the grey mountain-mist there did lances , 
■ appear^ ■ J 

And the third blast rang with such a din, 

That the echoes answer’d from Pentoun-linn, 

And all his riders came lightly in. 

Then had you seen a gallant shock, 

When saddles were emptied, and lances broke I 
For each scornful word the Galliard had said, 

A Beattison on the field was laid. 

His own good sword the chieftain drew, 

And he bore the Galliard through and through ; 
Where the Boattisons’ blood mix’d with the rill, 
The Galliard’s-Haugh men call it still. 

The Scotts have scatter’d the Beattison clan. 

In Eskdale they loft but one landed man. 

The -valley of Eske, from the mouth to the 
source, 

Was lost and won for that honny white horse. 
XIII. 

Whitslade the Hawk, and Headshaw came, 

And warriors more than I may name ; 

From Yarrow-cleugh to Hiiidhaugh-swair,^ 

From Woodhouselie to Chester-glen. 

Troop’d man and horse, and bow and spear ; 

, Their gathering word was Bellenden.® 

And better hearts o’er Border sod 
To siege or rescue never rode. 

The Ladye mark’d the aids come in, 

And high her heart of pride arose: 

She bade her youthful son attend, 

That he might know his father’s friend, 

And learn to face his foes. 

The boy is ripe to look on war; 

I saw him draw a cross-bow stiff, 

And his true arrbw struck alar 
The raven’s nest upon the cliff; 

The red ero.ss, on a southern breast, 

Is broader than the raven’s nest ; 

Thou, Whitslade, shalt teach him his weapon to 
■wield. 

And o’er him hold his father's shield.” 

XIY. 

Well may you think, the -wily page 
Cared not to face the Ladye sage. 

He counterfeited childish fear. 

And shriek’d, and shed full many a tear, 

And moan’d and plain’d in manner wild. 

The attendants to the Ladye told, 

Some fairy, sure, had changed the child, 

That wont to be so free and hold. 


1 TMa and the three following Hues are not in the first edi- 
tion.— En. 


Then wrathful was the noble dame ; 

She blush’d bloud-rcd for very shame z-— 

Hence I ere the clan Ins faintness view ; 
Hence w’ith the weakling to Bucelcuch I — 

Watt Tinlinn, thou shalt bo his guide 
To Ranglcburn’s lonely side. — 

Sure some fell fiend has cursed our line, 

That coward should e’er be son of mine !” — 

XY. 

A heavy task Watt Tinlinn had, 

To guide the counterfeited lad. 

Soon as the palfrey felt the weight 
Of that ill-omen’d elfish freight, 

He bolted, sprung, and rear’d amain, 

Nor heeded bit, nor curb, nor rein. 

It cost Watt Tinlinn mickle toil 
To drive him but a Scottish mile ; 

But as a shallow brook tlicy cross’d, 

The clf, amid the running stream, 

Ilis figure changed, likes form in dream, 

And fled, and shouted, Lost 1 lost 1 lost < ” 
Full fast the urchin ran and laugh’d. 

But faster still a cloth-yard shaft 
Whistled from startled Tinlinn’s yew, 

And pierced his shoulder through and through. 
Although the imp might not bo slain, 

And though the wound soon heal’d again, 

Yet, as he ran, he yell’d for pain ; 

And Wat of Tinlinn, much aghast, 

Rode back to Branksome fiery fast. 

XVI. 

Soon on the hill’s steep verge he stood, 

That looks o’er Branksome’s towers anti wood ; 
And martial murmurs, from below. 

Proclaim’d the approaching southern foe. 
Through the dark wood, in mingled tone, 

Were Border pipes and bugles blown ; 

The coursers’ neighing he could ken, 

A measured tread of marching men ; 

While broke at times the solemn Imm, 

The Almayn’s sullen kettle-drum ; 

And banners tall, of crimson sheen, 

Above the copse appear ; 

And, glistening through the hawthorns green, 
Shine helm, and shield, and spear. 

XVIL 

Light forayers, first, to view the ground, 

Spurr’d their fleet coursers loosely round ; 
Behind, in close array, and fast, 

The Kendal archers, all in green, 

Obedient to the bugle blast, 

Advancing from the wood were si'cn. 

To back and guard the archer band. 

Lord Dacre’s bill-men were at hand : 


^ Sec Apj>cndix, Note 3 P 
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A hardy race, on Irthing bred, 

Witli birfclcs white, and crosses red, 

Array’d beneath tiio banner tall. 

That stream’d o’er Acre’s conquer’d wall ; 

And minstrels, as they march’d in order, 

Play’d, Noble Lord Dacrc, he dwells on the 
'■ Border.”' ; 

, , ■ , XVIII. 

Behind the English bill and bow, 

The mereenaries, firm and slow, 

Moved on to fight, in darlt array, 

By Conrad led of Wolfenstein, 

Who brought the band from distant Rhine, 

And sold their blood for foreign pay. 

The camp their iiomo, their law the sword, 

■^I'licy knew no country, own’d no lord 
They were not arm’d like England’s sons, 

But bore the levin-darting guns ; 

Buff coats, all frounced and ’broiderM o’er, 

And morsing-horns- and scarfs they wore ; 

Eacll better knee was bared, to aid 
The warriors in the eseakule ; 

All, as they march’d, in rugged tongue, 

Songs of Teutonic feuds they sung. 

XIX. 

But louder still tlic clamour grew, 

And louder still tlie minstrels blew, 

'When, from beneath the gre<.uiwood tree, 

Rode forth Lord Howard’s cliivalry ; 

His men-at-arms, with glai\''e and spear, 

Brought up the battle’s glitt(3ring' rear, 

There many a ymitldul kiiight, full keen 
'To .gain Ids spurs, in arms was seen j 
Witli iavour in his crest, or glove, 

Memorial of his lady e-love. 

So rode they Ibrtii in fair array, 

Till full their lengthen’d lines display ; 

Tiien call’d a halt, and made a stand, 

And cried, St. George, for merry Eng- 
land 

XX. :, ■' 

Now every English eye, intent 
On Branksome’s armed towers was bent ; 

So near they were, that they might know 
The straining harsh of eacli cross-bow j 
On battlement and bartizan 
(Beam’d axe, and spear, and partisan ; 

Falcon and culver,^ on each tower, 

Stood prompt their deadly hail to shower; 

And flashing armour frequent broke 
From eddying whirls of sable smoke, 


1 See A|>pendi.x, Note 3 G. 

2 I^o'vvdcr-flasl.vS. 

a “ Tbe Btauzas, descriliiiif:!; the march of tlie English forces, 
and the investiture of the Castle of Branxliolra, display a 
great knowledge of ancient costume, as well as a most pictu- 
ro.sqiio ami lively picture of feudal vvavfaro.”---CVkk’a^ Eeview . 


Where upon tower and turret head. 

The seething pitch and molten lead 
Reek’d, like a witch’s caldron red. 

While yet they gaze, the bridges fall, 

The wicket opes, and from the wall 
Rides forth the hoary Seneschal, 

XXL 

Armed he rode, all save the head, 

His white beard o’er his breast-plate spread; 
Unbroke by age, erect*his seat, 

He ruled his eager courser’s gait; 

Forced him, with chasten’d fire, to prance, 
And, high curvetting, slow advance : 

In sign of truce, his better hand 
Display’d a peeled wdllow w^and ; 

His squire, attending in the rear, 

Boro high a gauntlet on a spear.'"’ 

When they espied him riding out, 

Lord Howard and Lord Dacre stoat 
Sped to the front of their array. 

To hear what tins old knight should say. 

XXII. 

Ye English wwden lords, of you 
Demands the Ladye of Buccleueh, 

AVhy, ’gainst the. truce of Bordei* tide, 

In hostile guise ye dare to ride, 

W' ith Kendal bow, and Gilsland brand, 

And all yon mercenary band, 

Upon the bounds of fair Scotland ? 

My Ladye reads you swith return ; 

And, if but one poor sti’aw you burn, 

Or do our towers so much molest, 

As scare one swallow from her nest, 

St. Mary ! but well light a brand 

Shall warm your heartlis in Cumberland.”*— 

XXIIL 

A wrathful man vsras Dacre’s lord, 

But calmer Howard took the word : 

May’t please thy Dame, Sir Seneschal, 

To seek the castle’s outward wall, 

Our pursuivant-at-arms shall show 
Both why we came, and when wo go.”' — 

The message sped, the noble Dame 
To the wall’s outward circle came ; 

Each chief around loan’d on his spear, 

To see the pursuivant appear. 

All in Lord Howard’s livery dress’d, 

The lion argent deck’d his breast ; 

He led a boy of blooming hue — 

0 sight to meet a mother’s view 1 
It was the heir of great Buccleuch. 


•4 Ancient pieces of artillery. 

6 A glove upon a lance was the emhlem of faith among the 
ancient Borderers, who were wont, when any one broke his 
word, to expose this emblem, and proclaim him a faithless 
villain at the first Border meeting. This ceremony was much 
dreaded. See Lesley. 
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Obf^isance meet tbe herald made. 

And thus his master’s will ho said 

XXIY. 

« It irks, high Dame, my noble Lords, 

’Gainst ladye fair to draw their swords; 

But yet they may not tamely see, 

All through the Western Wardenry, 

Your law-contemning kinsmen ride, 

And burn and spoil the Border-side ; 

And ill beseems your rank and birth 
To make your towers a flemens-firth.^ 

We claim from thee William of Deloraine, 

That he may suffer march-treason ^ pain. 

It was but last St. Cutbbert’s even 
He prick’d to Stapleton on Leven, 

Harried^ the lands of Richard Miisgrave, ' 

And slew his brother by dint of glaive. 

Then, since a lone and widow d Dame 
These restless riders may not t<amo, 

Either receive within thy towers 
Two hundred of my master’s powers, 

Or straight they sound their warrison,'* 

And storm and spoil thy garrison: 

And this fair boy, to London led, 

Shall good King Edward’s page be bred,” 

, XXV. 

He ceased — and loud the boy did cry, 

And stretch’d his little arms on high ; 

Implored for aid each well-known face, 

And strove to seek the Dame’s embrace. 

A moment changed that Ladye’s cheer, 

Gu.di’d to her eye the unbidden tear ; 

She gazed upon the leaders round, 

And dark and sad each warrior frown’d ; 

Then, deep within her sobbing breast 
She lock’d the struggling sigh to rest; 

Unalter’d and collected stood, 

And thus replied, in dauntless mood : — i 

XXVI. 

Say to your Lords of high emprize,® 

Who war on women and on boys, 

Tliat either William of Deloraine 
Will cleanse him, by oath, of march-treason stain,® 
Or else he will the combat take 
’Gainst Musgrave, for his honour’s sake. 

Ko knight in Cumberland so good, 

But William may count with bim kin and blood. 
Knighthood he took of Douglas’ sword,’’ 

When English blood swell’d Ancram’s ford;® 

And but Lord Dacre’s steed was wight, 

And bare bim ably in the flight. 

Himself had seen him dubb’d a knight. 

1 An asylum for outlaws. 

2 See Appendix, Note S H. 

3 Plundered. 

* Note of assault. 


For the young heir of Branksome’s iiiu’, 

God be his aid, and God be mine ; 

Through me no friend shall meet his doom ; 
Hero, while I live, no foo finds room. 

Then, if thy Lords their purpose urge, 

Take our defiance loud and high ; 

Our slogan is their lyko-wake® dirge, 

Our moat, the grave where they shall lie*”' 

XXYII. 

Proud she look’d round, applause to Claim- 
Then lighten’d Thirlestane’s eye of flame ; 

His bugle Wat of Harden blew ; 

Pensils and pennons wide were flung, 

To heaven the Border slogan rung, 

St. Mary for the young Buccleuch ?” 

The English war-cry answer’d wide, 

And forward bent each southern .spear; 
Each Kendal archer made a stride, 

And drew the bowstring to his <3ar; 

Each minstrel’s war-note loud was blown 

But, ere a gray-goose shaft had flown, 

A horseman gallop’d from the rear. 

XXYIIL 

« Ah t noble Lords I” he breathless said, 

What treason has your march betray’d! 
YHiat make you here, from aid so far, 

Before you walls, around you war 1 
Your foemen triumph in the thought, 

That in the toils the lion’s caught. 

Already on dark Ruberslaw 

The Douglas holds his weapon -schaw 

The lances, waving in his train. 

Clothe the dun heath like autumn grain ; 

And on the Liddel’s northern strand, 

To bar retreat to Cumberland, 

Lord Maxwell ranks his merry-men good, 
Beneath the eagle and the rood ; 

And Jed wood, Eske, and Teviotdale, 

Have to proud Angus come ; 

And all the Merse and Lauderdale 
Have risen with haughty Home, 

An exile from Northumberland, 

In Liddesdale I’ve wander’d long ; 

But still my heart was with merry England, 
And cannot brook my counti 7 ’s wrong ; 
And bard I’ve spurr’d all night, to show 
The mustering of the coming foe.” 

XXIX. 

And let them come !” fierce Dacro cried ; 

“ For soon yon crest, my father’s pride. 

That swept the shores of Judah’s sea, 

And waved in gales of Galilee, 


5 Ortff. ** Say to thy Lords of high empristo.** 

6 See Appendix, Note 3 1. 7 Ihid. Note 3 K. 

8 Ibid. Note 3 L. 

0 Lyke-walce, the -watching a corpse previous to intcniiens. 
u> ^Feaponrsclmv, the military array of a county. 
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l<Yom Branlcsome’s highest towers display’d, 

Jjshall mock the rescue’s lingering aid ! — - 
Level each harquehuss on row ; 

Draw, merry archers, draw the bow; 

Up, bill-men, to the walls, and cry, 

Dacro for England, win or die !” — 

XXX. 

^ Yet hear,” quoth Howard, calmly hear, 

Nor deem my words the words of fear : 

For who, in field or foray slack, 

Saw the blanche lion e’er fall back? ^ 

But thus to risk our Border flower 
In strife against a kingdom’s power, 

Ten thousand Scots ’gainst thousands three, 

Certes, were desperate policy. 

Nay, take the terms the Lady© made, 

Ere conscious of the advancing aid : 

Ijot Musgrave meet fierce Doloniine^ 

In single fight, and, if he gain, 

He gains for us ; but if he’s cross’d, 

’Tis but a single warrior lost : 

Tho rest, retreating as they came, 

Avoid defeat, and death, and shame.” 

XXXL 

111 could the haughty Daere brook 
His brother Warden’s sage rebuke; 

And yet his forward step he staid, 

And slow and sullenly obey’d. 

But ne’er again the Border side 
Did these two lords in friendship ride ; 

And this slight discontent, men say, 

Cost blood upon anotlier day. 

XXXII. 

The pursuivant-at-arms again 
Before the castle took his stand; 

His trumpet call'd, with parleying strain, 

Tho leaders of the Scottish band ; 

And he defied, in Musgrave’s riglit, 

Stout Deloraine to single fight ; 

A gauntlet at their feet lie laid, 

And thus the terms of fight he said 
If in the lists good Musgrave’s sword 
Vanquish the Knight of Deloraine, 

Your youthful chieftain, Branksome’s Lord, 

Shall hostage for his clan remain : 

If Deloraine foil good Musgrave, 

The boy his liberty shall have. 

Howe’er it falls, the English band, 

Unharming Scots, by Scots unharm’d, 

In peaceful march, like men unarm’d, 

Shall straight retreat to Cumberland.” 

XXXIII. ' , 

Uncoxiacious of the near relief, 

The proffer pleased each Scottish chief, 
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Though much the Ladye sage galnsay’d ; 

For though their hearts were bravo and true, 
From Jedwood’s recent sack they knew. 

How tardy was tho Begent’s aid : 

And you may guess the noble Darno 
Durst not the secret prescience own, 

^ Sprung frnm the art she might not name, 

By which the coming help was known. 

Closed was the compact, and agreed 
That lists should be enclosed with speed. 
Beneath the castle, on a lawn : 
l^ey fix’d the morrow for the strife, 

On foot, with Scottish axe and knife, 

At the fourth hour from peep of dawn ; 

When Deloraine, from sickness freed, 

Or else a champion in his stead. 

Should for himself and chieftain stand. 

Against stout Musgrave, hand to baud, 

, : ' XXXIV.; ' 

I know right well, that, in their lay, 

Full many minstrels sing and say, 

Such combat should be made on horse, 

On foaming steed, in full career, 

With brand to aid, when as the spear 
Should shiver in the course : 

But ho, the jovial Harper, taught 
Me, yet a youth, how it was fought, 

In guise which now I say ; 

He knew each ordinance and clause 
Of Black Lord Archibald’s battle-laws,'* 

In the old Douglas’ day. 

He brook’d not, he, that scofiing tongue 
Should tax his minstrelsy with wrong, 

Or call his song untrue : 

For this, when they the goblet plied. 

And such rude taunt had chafed his pride, 

The Bard of Eoull he slew. 

On Teviot’s side, in fight they stood, 

And tuneful hands were stain’d with blood ; 

Where still the thorn’s white branches wave, ^ 
Memorial o’er his rival’s grave. 

XXXV. 

Why should I tell the rigid doom, 

That dragg’d my master to his tomb ; 

How Ousenam’s maidens tore their hair, 

Wept till their eyes w-ere dead and dim, 

And wrung their hands for love of him, 

Who died at Jedwood Air? 

He died ! — his scholars, one by one, 

To the cold silent grave are gone ; 

And I, alas ! survive alone, 

To muse o’er rivalries of yore, 

And grieve that I shall hear no more 
The strains, with envy heard before ; 

For, with my minstrel bretiiron fied, 

My jealousy of song is dead. 


,S'eo Appendix, Note 3 M. ^ Ibid. Notv 3 N. 


3 See Ai.»pondix, Note 3 O. 


■* Ibid, Ncte 3 P, 
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He paused : the listening dames again 
Applaud the hoary MinstroFs strain. 

With many a word of kindly cheer,— 

In pity halt; and half sincere,— 

Mar^'eiFd the Duchess how so well 
His legendary song could tell — 

Of ancient deeds, so long forgot ; 

Of feuds, whose memory was not ; 

Of forests, now laid waste and bare ; 

Of towers, which harbour now the hare ; 

Of manners, long since changed and gone; 

Of chiefs, who under their grey stone 
So long had slept, that fickle Fame 
Had blotted from Ixer rolls their name, 

And twined round some new minion’s head 
The fading wreath for which they bled ; 

In sooth, ’twas strange, this old man’s verse 
Could call them from their marble hearse. 

The Harper smiled, well-pleased ; for ne’er 
Was flattery lost on poet’s ear : 

A simple race ! they waste their toil 
For the vain tribute of a smile ; 

E’en when in age their flame expires, 

Her dulcet breath can fan its fires : 

Their drooping fancy wakes at praise, 

And strives to trim the short-lived blaze. 

Smiled then, well-pleased, the Aged Man, 
And thus his tale continued ran. 


m)t ILkp 0f tlje fditiitrcL 


CANTO FIFTH. 


I. 

Call it not vain they do not err, 

Who say, that when tlie Poet dies, 

Mute Nature mounis her \v orshipper. 

And celebra,tes Ins obsequies : 

Who say, tall clifi; and cavern lone, 

For the departed Bard make moan ; 

That mountains weep in crystal rill ; 

That flowers in tears of balm distil ; 
Tlrroiigh his loved groves that breezes sigh, 
And oaks, in deeper groan, reply ; 

And rivers teach their rushing wave 
To murmur dirges round his grave. 


^ “ Spair-JicacU above the columns dun.”— E d. 

2 See Appendix, Koto 3 Q. 

* In the first edition wc read— 

•' Vails not to toil what hundreds more 
From the nch Merso and Lammermore,” &c. 


II. 

Not that, in sooth, o’er mortal urn 
Those things inanimate can mourn ; 

But that the stream, the \voo<l, the gale, 

Is vocal with the plaintive wail 
Of those, who, else forgotten long, 

Lived in the poet’s faithful song, 

And, with the poet’s parting breath, 

Whose memory feels a second death. 

The Maid’s pale shade, who wails her lot, 

That love, true love, should be forgot, 

From rose and hawthorn shakes the tear 
Upon the gentle Minstrel’s bier: 

The phantom Knight, his glory fled, 

Mourns o’er the field he heap’d with dead; 
Mounts the wild blast tliat sweeps amain. 

And shrieks along the battle-plain. 

The Chief, whoso antique ci*ownIcfc long 
Still sparkled in tlic feudal song, 

Now, from the lUouaLunV. misty throne, 

Sees, in the tbam'Jom once hia own, 

His ashes urulisLinguish’d lie. 

His place, his power, his memory die ; 

His groans tlio lonely caverns fill, 

His tears of rage impel the nil : 

All mourn the Minstrel’s harp unstrung. 

Their name unknown, their praise unsung* 

III. 

Scarcely the hot assault was staid, 

The terms of truce were scarcely made, 

When they could spy, from Branksomo’s town s, 
The advancing march of martial powers. 

Thick clouds of dust afar appear’d, 

And trampling steeds were faintly heard; 

Bright spears,^ above the columns dun, 

Glanced momentary to the sun ; 

And feudal banners tail* display’d ' 

The bands that moved to Branksonie’s aid, 

IT. , ■ 

Tails not to tell each hardy clan, 

From the fair Middle Marches came ; 

The Bloody Heart blazed in the van, 

Announcing Douglas, dreaded name 
Vails not to tell what steeds did spurn/* 

Where the Seven Spears of Wedderbiirne^ 

Their men in battle-order set ; 

And Swinton laid the lance in rest, 

That tamed of yore the sparkling crest 
Of Clarence’s Phmtagcnet.''’ 

Nor list I say what hundreds more. 

From the rich Merse and Ijaianiermore, 


The lines on Wedderburno and Swinton were iu.sertcd in 
the second edition. — Ed. 

^ Sir David Home ot Wcddorbnm, who was slain iix the 
fatal battle of Flodden, left seven sons by his wife, Isabel, 
daughter of Hop]jrii)g]e of Galashiels (now Frin/de (f White- 
bank.I They were called the Seven Spears of ^Vedikrbunm 
5 Bee Appendix, Note y. It. 
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And Tweed’s fair borders, to the war. 

Beneath the crest of Old Dunbar, 

And Hepburn’s mingled banners come, 

Down the steep mountain glittering far. 

And shouting still, A Homo I a Homo 

V. ■ 

Now squire and hnight, from Branksome sent, 
On many a courteous message went ; 

To every chief a nd lord they paid 
Meet thanks for jyrompt and powerful aid ; 

And told them,— how a truce was made, 

And how a day of fight was ta’en 
’Twixt Musgrave and stout Deloraine ; 

And how the Ladye pray’d them dear, 

That all would Stay the fight to see, 

And deign, in love and courtesy, 

To taste of Brankaoine cheer. 

Nor, ^Yhilo they bade to feast each Scot, 

Were England’s noble I-(Ords forgot. 

Himself, the hoary Seneschal 
Rode forth, in seemly terms to call 
Those gallant foes to Branksomo Hall. 

Accepted Howard, than Avhoin knight 
Was never dubb’d, more bold in figlit ; 

Nor, when from war and annour free, 

More famed for stately courtesy : 

But angry Daere rather chose 
In his pavilion to repose. 

VI. 

Now, noble Dame, perchance yon aslc, 

How these two hostile armies met 2 
Deeming it were no easy task 
To keep the truce which here was set ; 

Where martial spirits, ail on fire, 

Breathed only blood and mortal ire. — 

By mutual inroads, mutual blows, 

By habit, and by nation, foes, 

They met on Teviot’s strand ; 

They met and sate them mingled down, 

Without a threat, without a frown, 

As brothers meet in foreign land : 

The hands, the spear that lately grasp’d, 

Still in the mailed gauntlet clasp’d, 

Were interchanged in greeting dear; 

Visors were raised, and faces shown, 

And many a friend, to friend made known, 
Partook of social cheer. 

Some drove the jolly bowl about ; 

With dice and draughts some chased tlie day; 
And some, with many a merry shout, 

In riot, revelry, and rout, 

Pursued the foot-ball play.® 

■ YU. 

Yet, be it known, bad bugles blowm, 

Or sign of wm* been seen, 


Those bands, so fa,ir together range 1, 

Those hands, so frankly interchanged, 

Had dyed with gore the green : 

The merry shout by Teviot-side 
Had sunk in w^ar-eries wild and wide, 

And in the groan of death ; 

And whingers, 3 now in friendship bare, 

The social meal to part and share. 

Had found a bloody sheath. 

’Twixt truce and war, such sudden change 
Was not infrequent, nor held strange. 

In the old Border-day: ^ 

But yet on Branksome’s towers and town, 

In peaceful merrinient, sunk down 
The sun’s declining ray. 

VIII. 

The hlithsome signs of wasscl gay 
Decay’d not with the dying day ; 

Soon through the latticed windows tali 
Of lofty Branksome’s lordly hall, 

Divided square by shafts of stone, 

Huge flakes of ruddy lustre shone ; 

Nor less the gilded rafters rang 
With meny harp and beakers’ clang : 

And frequent, on the darkening plain, 
Loud hollo, wdioop, or wdiistle ran, 

As bands, their stragglers to regain, 

Give the shrill watchword of their 
clan 

And revellers, o’er their bowls, proclaim 
Douglas or Dacre’s conquering name, 

IX. 

Less frequent hoard, and fainter still, 

At length the various clamours died: 

And you might hear, from Branksome hill, 
No sound but Teviot’s rushing tide ; 

Save when the changing sentinel 
The challenge of his w'atch could tell ; 

And save, where, through the dark profound, 
The clanging axe and hammer’s sound 
Rung from the nether lawn ; 

For many a busy hand toil’d there, 

Strong pales to shape, and beams to square, * 
The lists’ dread harriers to pa-epare 
Against the morrow’s dawn. 

X. 

Margaret from hall did soon retreat, 

Despite the Dame’s reproving eye ; 

Nor mai’k’d she, as she left her seat, 

Full many a stifled sigh ; 

For many a noble warrior strove 
To will the Flower of Teviot’s love. 

And many a bold ally.— 

With throbbing head and anxious heart. 

All in her lonely bower apart, 


1 Si;e Appendix, Note U S. 

3 A Kort of knife or poniard 


2 Ibid. Note 3 T. 


4 See Appendix, Note 3 U. 5 ll)id. Note 3 V. 

6 This line is not in the &at edition. 
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In broken sleep she lay : 

By times, from silken coucli she rose ; 

While yet the banner’d hosts repose, 

She view’d the dawning day ; 

Of all the hundreds sunk to rest, 

First woke the loveliest and the best. 

XL 

She gazed upon the inner court, 

Wiiich in the tower’s tall shadow lay ; 
Where coursers’ clang, and stamp, and snort, 
Had rung the livelong yesterday ; 

Now still as death ; till stalking slow,— 

The jingling spurs announced his tread, — 

A stately warrior pass’d below ; 

But when he raised his plumed head — 
Blessed Mary ! can it be ? — 

Secure, as if in Ousenara bowers, 

He walks through Branksomo’s hostile towers. 
With fearless step and free. 

She dared not sign, she dared not speak— 

Oh ! if one page’s slumbers break. 

His blood the price must pay ! 

Not all the pearls Queen Mary wears, 

Not Margaret’s yet mpre precious tears, 

Shall buy his life a day. 

XIL 

Yet was his hazard small ; for well 
You may hethink you of the spell 
Of that sly urchin page ; 

This to his lord he did impart, 

And made him seem, by glamour art, 

A knight from Hermitage. 

Unchallenged thus, the warder’s post, 

The court, unchallenged, thus he cross’d, 

For all the vassalage : 

But 0 ! what magic’s quaint disguise 
Could blind fair Margaret’s azure eyes ! 

She started from her seat ; 

While with surprise and fear she strove, 

And both could scarcely master love — 

Lord Henry ’s at her feet. 

xiir. 

Oft have I mused, what purpose bad 
That foul malicious urchin had 
To bring this meeting round ; 

For happy love’s a heavenly sight, 

And by a vile malignant sprite 
In such no joy is found ; 

And oft I’ve deem’d, perchance he thought 
Their erring passion might have wrought 

i In tlie first edition, ** the silver rerdy” — 

“ y e.s, love, indeed, is light from heaven ; 

A spark of that immortal fire 
With angels shared, by Alla given, 

To lift from earth our low desire,” &c. 

The Giaour, 

« A ninrtiul piece of music, adapted to the bagpijtes. 


Sorrow, and sin, and shame ; 

And death to Cranstoun’s gallant Knight, 
Ard to the gentlo ladye bright,, 

Disgrace, and loss of fame. 

But earthly spirit could not tell 
The heart of them that loved so W(.*n. 

True love’s the gift which God has given 
To man alone beneath the heaven : 

It is not fantasy’s hot fire, 

Whose wishes, soon as granted, fiy ; 

It liveth not in fierce desire, 

With dead desire it doth not die ; 

It is the secret sympathy, 

The silver link,^ the silken tie, 

AVhich heart to heart, and mind to mind, 

In body and in soul can bind. — 

Now leave wc Margaret and her Knight, 

To toll you of the approaching fight. 

XTV. 

Their warning blasts the bugles blew, 

Tlie pipe’s shrill port- aroused each clan; 
111 haste, the doiuliy strife to view, 

The trooping warriors eager ran : 

Thick round tlic lists their lan(*.(^H stood, 
Like blasted pines in Ettricdi: wood ; 

To Branksome many a look they threw, 

The combatants’ approach to view, 

And bandied many a word of boast, 

About the knight each favour’d most. 

XT. 

Meantirno full anxious was the Dame ; 

For now arose disputed claim, 

Of who should fight for Deloruine, 

’Twixt Harden and ’twixt Thirlestaine 
They ’gan to reckon kin and rent, 

And frouming brow on brow was bent ; 

But yet not long the strife — for, lo ! 
Himself, the Knight of Deloraine, 

Strong, as it seem’d, and free from pairi. 

In armour sheath ’<1 from top to toe, 
Appear’d, and cra ved the combat <iue. 

The Dame her charm successful knew,'^ 

And the fierce chiefs their claims withdrew* 

' XVL 

When for the lists they sought the plain, 
The stately Ladye’s silken rein 
Bid noble Howgt*d hold ; 

Unarmed by her side ho walk’d, 

And much, in courteous phrase, tliey talk'd 
Of feats of arms of old. 


It may be noticed tliat the late Lord Napier, thereprcHon- 
tative of the Scotts of Thirlestane, was Lord Lieutenant oi 
Selkirkshire (of which the author was sheriirdopute) at the 
time when the poem was written; the comptlUor for the 
honour of supplying Dchu'uiue’s place was the poet’s own -u)* 
cestor.— Ed. 


4 See Canto HI. Stanza xxiii. 
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Cosily his garb ~ hiy Fkimish ruiT ! 

Foil o’er his doublet, shaped of bidf, 

With satin slash’d and lined ; 

Tawny his boot, and gold his spur, 

Ills cloak was all of l^olaiul fur, 
ilis hoso witli silver twined ; 

His Bilboa blade, by Marchmen felt, 

Hung in a broad and studded belt ; 

Hence, in rude phrase, the Borderers still 
Call’d noble XIoward, Belted Wili, 

xvn. 

Ihdiind Lord Howard and the Dame, 

Fair Margaret on her palfrey came, 

Whose foot-cloth swept the ground : 

White was her wimple, and her veil, 

And her loose locks a chaplet pale 
(,)f whitest roses bound ; 

'rile lordly Angus, by. her side, 

In courtesy to cheer her tried ; 

Without his aid, her hand in vain 
Had strove to guide her broiderM rein. 

He deem’d, she shudder’d at the sight 
Of warriors met for mortal tight ; 

But cause of terror, all imgiK^ss’d, 

Was fluttering in her gentle breast, 

When, in their chairs of crimson placed. 

The Dame and she the harriers graced. 

XVIII. 

Prize of the field, the young Buccleuch, 

An English knight led fortli tovh'w; 

Scarce rued the boy his present plight, 

So much he long’d to see the tight. 

Within the lists, in knightly pride, 
lligh Home and liaughty riaerc ride ; 

Their leading staffs of steel they wield, 

As marshals of the mortal field; 

While to each knight their care assign’d 
Like vantage of the sun and wind.^ 

Tlien heralds hoarse did loud proclaim, 

In lung and Queen, and Warden’s name, 

That none, wliile lasts the strife, 

Should dare, by look, or sign, or word, 

Aid to a champion to afford, 

On peril of his life ; 

And not a breath the silence broke, 

Till thus the alternate Hei'alds spoke : — 


ENGLISH HERALD, 

“ Here standeth Richard of Musgravc, 

Good knight and true, and freely born, 

Amends from Deloraine to crave, 

For foul despiteous scathe and scorn. 

’ Tliis couplet was added in tbc second edition. 

2 After this, in the first edition, \vu read only, 

At the last words, with deadly blows, 

The ready warriors fiercely close.’'— Ei>. 

® “ The whole scene of the duel, or judicial comfaal, is con- | 
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He sayeth, that William of Dolurains 
Is traitor false by Border laws; 

This with his sword he will maintain, 

So help him God, and his good cause !” 

. . , XX. 

SCOTTISH IIERA-LD. 

“ Here standeth William, of Deloraine, 

Good knight and true, of noble strain, 

Who sayeth, that foul treason’s stain, 

Since he bore arms, ne’er soil’d his coat ; 

And that, so help him God above ! 

He will on Musgrave’s body prove, 

He lies most foully in his throat.” 

LORD D.iCRB. 

“ Forward, bx’ave champions, to the fight ! 

Sound trumpets 1” 

LORD HOME. 

God defend the light !”■— 

Then, Teviot ! how thine echoes rang, 

When bugle-sound and tnimpct-clang 
Let loose the martial foes, 

Ami in mid list, with shield poised high, 

And measured step and wary eye. 

The combatants did close. 

XXL 

111 would it suit your gentle car, 

Yc lovely listeners, to hear 

How to the axe the helms did sound, 

And blood pour’d down from many a woiind *, 

For desperate w;is the strife and long, 

And either warrior fierce and strong. 

But, were each damo a listening knight, 

I well could tell how warriors fight ! 

For I have seen war’s lightning flashing, 

Seen the claymore with bayonet clashing, 

Soon through red blood the war-horse dash- 
wigV 

And scorn’d, amid tho reeling strife, 

To jicld a step for death or life. — 

XXIL . 

’Tis done, ’tis done ! that fatal blow^ 

Has stretch’d him on the bloody plain ; 

He strives to rise — Brave Musgrave, no ! 

Thence never shalt thou rise again ! 

He chokes in blood — some friendly hand 
Undo the visor’s barred band, 

Unfix the gorget’s iron clasp, 

And give him room for life to gasp ! — ■ 

O, bootless aid I—haste, holy F'riar,^ 

Haste, ere the sinner shall expire ! 

Of all his guilt let him be shriven, 

And smooth his path from earth to heaven ! 

ducted according to the strictest ordinauces of chivalry, and 
delineated with all the minuteness of an ancient romancer. 
The modern reader will probably find it rather tedious ; all 
hut the concluding stanzas, which are in a loftier nieasure— 
‘Tisdone! 'tis done!"' &c.—Jj2FraKY. 

^ First Edition, “ In vain~-'hivain^ haste, holy Friar." 

'■■■ ' 
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The Ladye would the feud forego. 

And deign to bless the nuptial hour 
Of Cranstoun's Lord and Teviofc^s Floww 

XXVL 

She look’d to river, look’d to hill, 

Thought on the Spixit’s prophecy, 

Then broke her silence stern and still,— 

Not you, but Fate, has vanquish’d me * 
Their influence kindly stars may shower 
Oil Teviot’s tide and Branksome’s tower,- 
For pride is quell’d, and love is free.” — 

She took fair Margaret by the hand, 

Who, breathless, trembling, scarce might stand 
That hand to Cranstoun’s lord gave she 
As I am true to thee and thine, 

Do thon be true to me and mine I 
This clasp of love our bond shall be j 
For this is your betrothing day, 

And all these noble lords shall stay, 

To grace it with their company.” — - 

3CXVIX. 

All as they left the listed plain, 

Much of the story she did gain ; 

How Cranstonn fought with Deloraiiie, 

And of his page, and of the Book 
Which from the wounded knight he took ; 

And how he sought her castle high. 

That morn, by help of gramarye ; 

How, in Sir W illiam’s armour <hght, 

Stolen by his page, while slept the knight, 

He took on him the single fight. 

But half his tale he left unsaid, 

And linger’d till he join’d the maid. — 

Cared not the Ladye to betray 
Her mystic arts in view of day ; 

But well she thought, ere midnight came, 

Of that strange page the pride to tamo, 

From his foul hands the Book to save, 

And send it back to Michael’s grave.' — 

Needs not to tell each tender word 

’Twixt Margaret and ’twixt Cranstoun’s lord ; 

Nor how she told of former woes, 

And how her bosom fell and rose, 

While he and Musgrave bandied blows. — 
Needs not these lovers’ joys to tell : 

One day, lair maids, you’ll know them well. 

^ XXVIIL 

William of Deloraine, some chance 
Had waken’d from his deathlike tranrjo ; 

And taught that, in the listed plain, 

Another, in his arms and shield, 

Against fierce Musgrave axe did wield, 

Under the name of Deloraine, 

Hence, to the field, unarm’d, he ran. 

And hence his presence seared the clan, 

Who held him for some fleeting wraith,^ 


2 The spectral apparition of a living person. 


XXIH. 

haste the holy Friar sped ; — > 
naked foot was dyed with red, 

As through the lists he ran ; 

TJ nmindful of the shouts on high. 

That hail’d the conejueror’s victory, 

He raised the dying man ; 

waved his silver beard and hair, 

As o’er him he kneel’d down in prayer ; 

And still the crucifix on high 
He holds before his darkening eye ; 

And still he bends an anxious ear, 

His faltering penitence to hear ; 

Still props him from the bloody sod. 

Still, even when soul and body part, 

Pours ghostly comfort on his heari, 

And bids him trust in Grod 1 
U nheard he prays ;~the death-pang’s oer P 
Kichard of Musgrave breathes no more. 


XXIV. 

As if exhausted in the fight, 

Or musing o’er the piteous sight, 

The silent victor stands ; 

His beaver did he not unclasp, 

Mark’d not the shouts, felt not the grasp 
Of gratulafcing hands. 

When lo 1 strange cries of wild surprise, 
Mingled with seeming terror, rise 
Among the Scottish hands j 

throng’d array, 
ive open way 
ghastly man, 

Who downward from the castle ran : 

He cross’d the barriers at a bound. 

And wild and haggard look'd around, 

As dizzy, and in pain ; 

And all, upon the armed ground, 

Knew William of Deloraine I 

ladye sprung from seat with speed ; 
Vaulted each marshal from his steed; 

And who art thou,” they cried, 

Who hast this battle fought and won ?”~ 
His plumed helm was soon undone — 
Cranstonn of Teviot-side ! 
this fair prize I’ve fought and won,”*— 
And to the Ladye led her son. 

XXV. ,. ■■ ■ 

Pull oft the rescued boy she Idss’d, 
press’d him to her breast ; 

For, under all her dauntless show, 

Her heart had throbb’d at every blow ; 

Yet not Lord Cranstonn deign’d she greet. 
Though low he kneeled at her feet. 

Me lists not tell what words were made, 
What Douglas, Home, and Howard, said — 
— For Howard was a generous foe — 

And how the clan united pray’d 
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A'ud not a man of b]oo<l and bmith. 

Not much this new ally he loved, 

Yet, when he saw wlmt hap had proved, 

Ilo greeted him right hearth ie : 

11.0 would not waken old debate, 

For ho was void of rancorous hate, 

Though rude, and scant of courtesy ; 

In raids he spilt but seldom blood, 

Unless when men-at-arms withstood, 

Or, as was meet, for deadly feud. 

He ne’er bore grudge for stalwart blow, 

Ta’en in fair fight from gallant foe : 

And so ’twas seen of Iiim, e’en now, 

When on dead Musgrave he look’d down ; 
Grief darken’d on his rugged brow. 

Though half disguised with a frown j 
And thus, while sorrow bent his head, 

His foeinan’s epitaph he made, 

XXIX.. , 

Now, Richard Musgrave, liest thou here I 
1 ween, my deadly enemy ; 

For, if X slew thy brother dear, 

Thou slew’st a sister’s son to me j 
And when I lay in dungeon dark, 

Of Naworth Castle, long months three, 

Till ransom’d for a thousand mark, 

Dark Musgrave, it was long of thee. 

And, Musgrave, could our fight be tried. 

And thou wert now alive, as I, 

No mortal man should us divide, 

Till one, or both of us, did die : 

Yet rest thee God! for well I know 
I ne’er shall find a nobler foe. 

In all the northern counties here, 

Whoso word is Snaffle, spur, and spoar,' 

Thou wert the best to follow gear ! 

’Twas pleasure, as we look’d beliind, 

'i’o see how thou the chase could’st wind, 
Cheer the dark blood-hound on his way, 

And with the bugle rouse the fray 
I’d give the lands of Deloraine, 

Dark Musgrave were alive again.” — ^ 

■XXX.' - 

So mourn’d he, till Lord Dacre’s band 
Were bowning back to Cumberland. 

They raised brave Musgrave from the field, 
And laid him on his bloody shield ; 

On levell’d lances, four and four. 

By turns, the noble burden bore. 

Before, at times, upon the gale, 

Was heard the Minstrel’s plaintive wail; 
Behind, four priests, in sable stole*. 

Sung ro<|uiora for the warrior’s soul : 


Around, the horsemen slowly rode ; 
With ti'ailing pikes the spearmen trod©; 
And thus the gallant knight they bore, 
Through Liddesdale to Leven’s shore ; 
Thence to Holme Coltrame’s lofty nave, 
And laid Ixim in his father’s grave. 


The harp’s wild notes, though hush’d the song, 
The mimic march of death prolong ; 

Now seems it far, and now a-ncar, 

Now meets, and now eludes the ear ; 

Now seems some mountain side to sweep, 

Now faintly dies in valley deep; 

Seems now as if the Minstrel’s wail, 

Now the sad requiem, loads the gale ; 

Last, o’er the warrior’s closing grave, 

Rung the full choir in choral stave. 

After due pause, they bade him tell, 

Why he, who touch’d the harp so well. 

Should thus, with ill-rewarded toil, 

Wander a poor and thankless soil, 

When the more generous Southern Land 
Would well requite his skilful hand. 

The Aged Harpei', howsoe’er 
His only friend, his harp, was dear, 

Liked not to hoar it rank’d so high 
Above his flowing poesy ; 

Less liked he still, that scornful jecT 
Misprised the land he loved so dear ; 

High was the sound, a,s thus again 
The Bard resumed his minstrel strain. 


eSc 3laif of 


CANTO SIXTH* 


I. 

Bbeathes there the man, with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 

This is my own, my native land ! 

Whose heart hath ne’er witliin him burn’d. 
As home his footsteps he hath turn’d. 

From wandering on a foreign strand ! 

If such there breathe, go, mark him well ; 
For him no Minstrel raptures swell ; 

High though his titles, proud his name, 
Boundless his wealth as wash can claim ; 
Despite those titles, power, and pelf, 

The wretch, concentred all in self, 

Living, shall forfeit fair renown, 

And, doubly dying, shall go down 


1 The lands, that over Ouse to Berwick forth do bear, 
Have for their blazon had, the snaffle, spur, and spear.” 

Puly-Alblon, Song 13. 

2 See Appendix, Note 3 W 

» “ The style of the old romancers has been very snccess- 
faiiy imitated in the whole of this scene ; and the speech of 


Deloraine, who, roused from his bed of sickness, rushes into 
the lists, and apostrophizes his fallen enemy, brougnt to our 
recollection, as well from the peculiar turn of expression in 
its commencement, as in the tone of sentiments which it con- 
voys, some of the /unebres oraimics of the Mort Arthur. 
Cntical Review* 
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Tliat lovely hue which comes atul fliO; 
As awe and shame alternate rise 1 


To the vile dust, from whence he sprung, 
Unwept, unhonour’d, and unsung. 


Some bards have sung, the Ladyo high 
Chapel or altar came not nigh ; 

Nor durst the rites of spousal grace, 

So much she fear’d each holy place. 

False slanders these:—! trust right well 
She wrought not by forbidden spell * 
For mighty words and signs have power 
O’er sprites in planetary hour: 

Yet scarce I praise their venturous part, 
Who tamper with such dangerous art. 
But this for faithful truth X say, 

The Ladye by the altar stood, 

Of sable velvet her array, 

And on her head a crimson hood, 
"With pearls embroider’d and entwinetl, 
Guarded with gold, with ermine lined ; 
A merlin sat upon her wrist® 

Held by a leash of silken twist. 


0 Caledonia ! stern and wild,’’ 

Meet nurse for a poetic child ! 

Land of brown heath and shaggy wood, 

Land of the mountain and the flood, 

Land of my sires ! what mortal hand 
Can e’er untie the filial band, 

That knits me to thy rugged strand I 
Still, as I view each well-known scene, 

Think what is now, and what hath been, 
Seems as, to me, of all bereft, 

Sole friends thy woods and streams were 


And thus I love them better still, 

Even in extremity of ill. 

By Yarrow’s streams still let me stray, 
Though none should guide my feeble way ; 
Still fed the breeze down Ettrick break, 
Although it chill my wither’d cheek f 
Still lay my head by Teviot Stone,® 
lliough there, forgotten and alone, 

The Bard may draw Ms parting groan. 


The spousal rites were ended soon : 

’Twas now the merry hour of noon, 

And in the lofty arched hall 
Was spread the gorgeous festival. 

Steward and squire, with heedful haste, 

Marshall’d the rank of every guest; 

Pages, with ready blade, were there, 

The mighty meal to carve and share : 

O’er capon, heron-shew, and crane, 

And princely peacock’s gilded train,® 

And o’er the boar-head, garnish’d brave, 

And cygnet from St. Mary’s wave f 
O’er ptarmigan and venison, 

The priest had spoke his benison. 

Then rose the riot and the din, 

Above, beneath, without, within ! 

For, from the lofty balcony, 

Rung trumpet, shalm, and psaltery : 

Their clanging bowls old warriors quafl’d, 

Loudly they spoke, and loudly laugh’d ; 

Whisper’d young knights, in tone more mild, 

To ladies fair, and ladies smiled. 

The hooded hawks, high perch’d on beam, 

The clamour join’d with whistling scream, 

And flapp’d their wings, and shook their bells, 

In concert with the stag-hounds’ yells. 

Round go the flasks of ruddy wine, 

From Bourdeaux, Orleans, or the RMne ; 

Their tasks the busy sewers ply. 

And all is mirth and revelry. 

* See Appendix, Note 3 X. Ibid., Note 3 V. 

® See Appendix, Note 3 Z. 

7 There are often flights of -wild swans upon St. Mary’s 
Lake, at the head of the river Yarrovr. Sec Wordsworth’# 
Yarrow Visited. 

*' The swan on still St. Mary’s Lake 
Floats double, swan and shadow.”— -Ed. 


Not scorn’d like me I to Branksome Hall 
The Minstrels came, at festive call ; 
Trooping they came, from near and far, 

The jovial priests of mirth and war ; 

Alike for feast and fight prepared, 

Battle and banquet both they shared. 

Of late, before each martial clan, 

They blew their death-note in the van, 

But now, for every merry mate, 

Rose the portcullis’ iron grate ; 

They sound the pipe, they strike the string, 
They dance, they revel, and they sing, 

Till the rude turrets shake and ring. 


Me lists not at this tide declare 
The splendour of the spousal rite, 

How muster’d in the chapel fair 
Both maid and matron, squire and 
knight; 

Me lists not tell of owches rare. 

Of mantles green, and braided hair, 

And kirtles furr’d with miniver ; 

What plumage waved the altar round. 

How spurs and ringing chainlets sound 
And hard it were for bard to speak 
The changeful hue of Margaret’s cheek ; 

1 “ The Lady of the Lake has nothing so good as the ad- 
dress to Scotland.’*— Macintosh. 

2 The preceding four lines now form the inscription on the 
monument of Sir Walter Scott in the market-place of Sel- 
kirk.— See Lifu, vol. X. p. 257. 

3 The line “* StiUlay my &c., was not in the first 

edition.—La. 
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vn. 

I'lie Goblin Page, omitting still 
No opportunity of ill, 

Strove now, while blood ran hot and high, 
To rouse debate and jealousy ; 

Till Conrad, Lord of Wolfenstein, 

By nature fierce, and warm with wine, 

And now in humour highly cross’d, 

About some steeds his band had lost, 

High words to words succeeding still, 

Smote, with his gauntlet, stout Hunthill 
A hot and hardy Rutherford, 

Whom men called Dickon Draw-the-sword. 
He took it on the page’s saye, 

Hunthill had driven these steeds away. 

'J’hen Howai’d, Home, and Douglas rose, 

The kindling discord to compose : 

Stern Eutliorford right little said. 

But bit his glove, ^ and shook his head. — 

A fortnight thence, in Inglewood, 

Stout Conrado, cold, and drench’d in blood, 
His bosom gored with many a wound, 

Was by a w^oodman’s lyme-dog found ; 
Unknown the manner of his death, 

Gone was his brand, both sword and sheath ; 
But ever from that time, ’twas said, 

That Dickon wore a Cologne blade. 

vni. , 

'I'he dwarf, who fear’d his master’s eye 
Might his foul treachery ospie, 

Now sought the castle buttery, 

Where many a yeoman, bold and free, 
Revoll’d as merrily and well 
As those that sat in lordly sellc. 

Watt Tinlinn, there, did frankly raise 
The pledge to Arthur Fire-tiie-Braes ;•* 

And he, as by bis breeding bound, 

I’o Howard’s merry-men sent it round. 

To quit them, on the English side, 

Red Roland Forster loudly cried, 

A deep carouse to yon fair bride !” — 

At every pledge, from vat and pail. 

Foam’d forth in floods the nut-brown ale ; 
While shout the riders every one ; 

Such day of mirth ne’er cheer’d their clan. 


1 See Appendix, Note 4 A. 

2 Ibid, Note 4 B. 

8 The person bearing this redoubtable mm dc guerre was 
an Elliot, and resided at Thorleshope, in Liddesdale. He 
occurs in the list of Border riders, in V0J. 

4 See A])pendix, Note 4 C. 

5 “The appearance and dress of tlie company assembled in 
the chapel, and the description of the subsequent feast, in 
whicb the hounds and hawks are not the least important per- 
sonages of the drama, are again happy imitations of those 
authors from whose rich but unpolished ore Mr. Scott has 
wrought much of his most exquisite imagery and description. 
A society, such as that assembled in Branxholin Castle, in- 
flamed with national prejudices, and heated with wine, seems 
to have contained iit itself sufficient seeds of spontaneous dis- 


Since old Buecleuch the name did gain, 

When in the cleuch the buck was ta’cn.^ 

IX. 

The wily page, with vengeful thought, 
Remember’d him of Tinlinn’s yew. 

And swore, it should be dearly bought 
That ever he the arrow drew. 

First, he the yeoman did molest, 

With bitter gibe and taunting jest; 

Told, how he fled at Solway strife, 

And how Hob Armstrong cheer’d his wife ; 
Then, shunning still his powerful arm, 

At unawares he wrought him harm ; 

From trencher stole his choicest cheer, 

Dash’d from his lips his can of beer ; 

Then, to his knee sly creeping on, 

With bodkin pierced him to the bone : 

The venom’d wound, and festering joint, 

Long after rued that bodkin’s point. 

The startled yeoman swore and .spurn'd, 

.And board and flagons overturn’d. 

Riot and clamour wild began ; 

Back to the hall the Urchin ran ; 

Took in a darkling nook his post, 

And gi'inn’d, and mutter’d, Lost ! Inst ! lost ! 

■ X. . 

By this, the Dame, lost farther fray 
Should mar the concord of the <lay, 

Had bid the Minstrels tune their lay. 

And first stept forth old Albert Grceine, 

The Minstrel of that ancient name : ^ 

Was none who struck the harp so well, 

Within the Land Debateahle; 

Well friended, too, his hardy kin, 

Whoever lost, were sure to win ; 

They sought the beeves that made their broth, 
In Scotland and in England both. 

In homely guise, as nature bade. 

His simple song the Borderer said. 

■ XI. , 

ALBERT GR.a3ME.7 
It was an English ladye bright, 

(The sun shines fair on Carlisle wall,^) 


order; but the goblin page is well introduced, as applying a 
torch to this mass of combustibles. Quarrels, highly charac- 
teristic of Border manners, both in their cause and the man- 
ner in which they are supported, ensue, as well among the 
lordly guests, as the yoemen assembled in the buttery.”’—* 
Criiical RevieWy 1805. 

6 See Appendix, Note 4 D. 

7 “It is the author’s object, in these songs, to exemplify 
the difterent styles of ballad narrative which prevailed in this 
island at different periods, or in different conditions of society. 
The first (Albert’s) is conducted upon the rude and .simple 
model of the old Border ditties, and produces its effect by the 
direct and concise narrative of a tragical occurrence.”— .T w*--- 
•FEBY.-" 

8 See Appendix, Note 4 E. 
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* See Appendix, Note 4 F. 

2 Firgt So sweet their harp and voices join,'* 

3 “ The second song, that of FitztraYor, the hard of the ac- 


xvni. 

But soon, within that mirror huge and high, 
Was seen a self-emitted light to gleam; 
And forma upon its breast tlio Earl ^gan spy, 
Cloudy and indistinct, as feverish driMin ; 
Till, slow arranging, and defined, they sc’em 
To form a lordly and a lofty roinn, 

Part lighted by a lamp with silver beam, 


compllshcd Surrey, has more of the nchne8S and polish ot the 
Italian poetry, and is very beautifully written in a stanra rw- 
semWing that of Spenser.”— J KtcFftEV 


When even earnc with twinkling s:ar, 

They sung of Surrey’s ahsent love. 

Ilis step the Italian pcRisant stay’d, 

And deem’d, that spirits from on high, 

Round where some hermit saint was laid^ 

Were breathing heavenly melody ; 

So sweet did harp and voice combino,*’ 

To praise the name of Geraldine. 

XV. 

Fitztraver ! 0 what tongue may say 
The pangs thy faithful bosom knew, 

When Surrey, of the deathless lay, 

Ungrateful Tudor’s sentence slew? 

Regardless of the tyrant’s frown, 

His harp call’d wrath and vengeance down. 

He left, for Naworth’s iron towers, 

Windsor’s green glades, ami courtly bowers. 

And faithful to his patron’s nanie, 

With Ho%vard still Fitztfaver earn 0 ; 

Lord William’s foremost favourite he, 

And chief of all his minstrelsy. 

■ .:'XVI.' 

FITZTRAVKIl.*'^ 

’Twas All-souFs eve, and fc^urrey’s heart beat 
high; 

He heard the midnight hell ^^ith anxious start, 
Which ||ld the mystic hour, approaching nigii, 
Whemwise Cornelius promised, by his art, 

To show to him the ladye of his heart, 

Albeit betwixt them roar’d the ocean grim ; 

Yet so the sage had bight to play his part, 

That lie should see her form in life and limb, 
And mark, if still she loved, and still she thought of 
him, 

. XVII. ■ 

Dark was the vaulted room of graniarye, 

To which the wizard led the gallant Knight, 

Save that before a mirror, huge and high, 

A hallow’d taper shed a glimmering light 
On mystic implements of magic might; 

On cross, and character, and talisman, 

And almagest, and altar, nothing bright: 

For fitful was the lustre, pale and wan, 

As w’atcliliglit by the bed of some departing mam 


And she would marry a S(*ottish knight. 
For Love will still be lord of all. 


Blithely they saw the rising sun, 

When he shone fair on Carlisle wall ; 
But they were sad ere day was done, 
Though Love was still the lord of all. 


Her sire gave brooch and jew’d fine, 

Wliere the sun shines fair on Carlisle wall; 
Her brother gave but a flask of wine, 

For ire that Love was lord of all* 


For she had lands, both meadow and lea, 
Where the sun shines fair on Carlisle wall, 
And he swore her death, ore he would see 
A Scottish knight the lord of all ! 


XIL 

That wine she had not tasted 
(The sun shines fair on Carlisle wall,) 
When dead, in her true love’s arms, she fell. 
For Love was still the lord of all I 


He pierced her brother to the heart, 

Where the sun shines fair on Carlisle wall 
So perish all would true love part, 

That Love may still be lord of all ! 


And then he took the cross divine, 

(Where the sun shines fair on Carlisle wall,) 
And died for her sake in Palestine, 

So Love was still the lord of all. 


Now all ye lovers, that faithful prove, 
(The sun shines fair on Carlisle wall,) 
Pray for their souls who died for love, 
For Love shall still be lord of all ! 


xni. 

As ended Albert’s simple lay, 

Arose a bard of loftier port ; 

For sonnet, rhyme, and roundelay, 
Renown’d in haughty Henry’s court : 
There rung thy harp, unrivall’d long, 
Fitztraver of the silver song I 
The gentle Surrey loved his lyre — 

Who has not heard of Surrey’s fame?^ 
His was the hero’s soul of fire, 

And his the bard’s immortal name, 
And his was love, exalted high 
By all the glow of chivalry. 


XTV. 

They sought, together, climes afar, 
And oft, within some olive grove, 
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l ^l'icdd by a coticli of Afi;ra’s silken loom, 

And part by moonshino paio, and part was hid in 
gloom. 

xrx. 

Fair all tho pageant — but bow passing fair 
Tho slender form, which lay on couch of Ind i 
O’er her white bosom stray’d her hazel hair, 

Palo her dear cheek, as if for love she pined j 
Ail in her night-robe loose she lay reclined, 

And, pensive, read from tablet ehurnine. 

Some strain that seem’d her inmost soul to find : — 
That favour’d strain was Surrey’s raptured line, 
That fair and lovely form, the Lady Geraldine. 

XX. 

Slow roll’d the clouds upon the lovely form, 

And swept the goodly vision all away — 

So royal envy roll’d the murky storm 
O'er my beloved Master’s glorious day. 

Thou jealous, ruthless tyrant ! Heaven repay 
On thee, and on thy children’s latest line, 

The wild caprice of thy despotic sway, 

The gory britlal bed, the plunder’d shrine, 

The muriler’d Surrey's blood, the tears of Geral- 
dine 1 

XXL 

lloth Scots, and Southern chiefs, prolong 
Applauses of Fitztravcr’s song ; 

’i'Iu‘,s(} hate<l Henry’s name as death, 

And tlmse still helil the ancient faith. — 

'riien, from his seat, with lofty air, 

Rose Harold, bard of brave Bt. Clair ; 

Bt, (JIair, who, feasting high at Home, 

Had with that lord to battle come. 

Harold was born where n^stless seas 
Howl round the storm-swept Orcadcs;^ 

Wlu‘ro erst St. Clairs hold princely sway ^ 

0'(‘r isle and islet, strait and bay; — • 

Btill nods th(‘ir palace to its fall, 

'Thy prid(? and sorrow, fair Kirkwall ! — ^ 

'J’heuce oft ho mark’d fierce Pentland rave, 

As if grim Odin rode her -waYC ; 

And watch’d, the whilst, with visage pale, 

And throbbing heart, the struggling sail ; 

For all of wonderful and wild 
I lad rapture for the lonely child. 


1 Si'c Ajjpojulix, Note 4 G. 2 IbUl, Note 4 H. 

s The ehit'fsofUie raJcimfr, or Scaiulinavian pirates, as- 
aunntl the title of Sirh'nniii>!n\ er Sea-kings. Ships, in the 
tniiatrd language nf the Scalds, arc often termed tho serpents 
of the <jtr<‘an. 

4 Seo .Appciitlix, Note 4 b Ihid. Note 4 K. 

» See ApiK'tnlix, Note 4 b. 

7 'rite GiirO ftong is intended to represent that wild style 
of composition which prevailed among the hards of the North- 
ern Continent, som(‘what softened and adorned by the Min- 


LAST MINSTREL. 

XXII. 

And much of wild and wonderful 
In these rude isles might fancy cull 5 
For thither came, in times afar, 

Stern Lochlin’s sons of roving war. 

The Norsemen, train’d to spoil and blood, 
Skill’d to prepare the raven’s food ; 

Kings of the main their leaders brave, 

Their barks the dragons of the wave.® 

And there, in many a stormy vale, 

The Scald had told his wondrous tale ; 

And many a Runic column high 
Had witness’d grim idolatry. 

And thus had Harold, in his youth, 

Learn’d many a Saga’s rhyme uncouth, — 

Of that Sea-Snake, tremendous curl’d, 

"Whose monstrous circle girds the world ; * 

Of those dread Maids,® whose hideous yell 
Maddens the battle’s bloody swell ; 

Of Chiefs, who, guided through the gloom 
By the pale death-lights of tho tomb, 
Ransack’d the graves of warriors old, 

Their falchions wrench’d from corpses’ hold,® 
Waked the deaf tomb with war’s alarms, 

And hade the dead arise to arms ! 

With war and wonder all on flame, 

To Roslin’s bowers young Harold came, 
Whore, by sweet glen and greenw'ood tree, 
He learn’d a milder minstrelsy ; 

Yet something of the Northern spell 
Mix’d with tho softer numbers well. 

XXHI. 

HAROLD.7 

O listen, listen, ladies gay 1 
No haughty feat of arms I tell ; 

Soft is the note, and sad tho lay, 

That mourns the lovely Rosabelle.® 

— Moor, moor the barge, ye gallant crew ! 

And, gentle ladye, deign to stay I 
Rest thee in Castle Ravensheiich,^ 

Nor tempt the stormy firth to-day. 

" The blackening wave is edged yvith white : 

To inch^® and rock the sea-mews fly ; 

The fishers have heard the Water-Sprite, 
Whose screams forbode that wreck is nigh. 


strcl’s residence in the south. We prefer it, upon the whole, 
to either of the two former, and shall give it entire to our 
readers, who will probably be struck with the poetical effect 
of the dramatic form into which it is throvm, and of the in- 
direct description by which every thing is most expressively 
told, without one word of distinct narrative.** — Jeffrey. 

8 “This was a family name in the house of St. Clair, Henry 
St, Clair, the second of the line, married Rosabelle, fourth 
daughter of the Earl of Stratherne. 

0 See Appendix, Note 4 M. 

totwcZs, isle. 
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« Last mght the gifted {Seor did view 
A wet shroud swathed^ round ladyo gay ; 
Then stay thee, Fair, in Ravensheueh : 

Why cross the gloomy hrth to-day?”— 

’Tis not because Lord Lindesay’s heir 
To-night at Boslin leads the ball, 

But that my ladye-mother there 
Sits lonely in her castle-hall. 

’Tis not because the ring they ride, 

And Lindesay at the ring ridos well, 

But that my sire the wine will chide, 

If ’tis not fill’d by Rosabelle.” — 

O’er Boslin all that dreary night, 

A wondrous blaze was seen to gleam ; 
’Twas broader than the wateli-firc's light, 
And redder than the bright moou-beani. 

It glared on Roslin’s castled rock, 

It ruddied 2 all the copse-wood glen ; 
’Twas seen from Dryden’s groves of oak, 
And seen from cavern’d Hawthornden, 

Seem’d all on fire that chapel proxid, 
Where Roslin’s chiefs uncoffin’d lie, 

Each Baron, for a sable shroud, 

Sheathed in his iron panoply. 

Seem’d all on fire within, around, 

Deep sacristy® and altar’s pale ; 

Shone every pillar foliage-hound, 

And glimmer’d all the dead men’s mail.'^ 

Blazed battlement and pinnet high, 

Blazed every rose-carved buttress fair— 
So still they blaze, when fate is nigh 
The lordly line of high St. Clair. 

There are twenty of Roslin’s barons bold 
Lie buried within that proud chapelle ; 
Each one the holy vault cloth hold — 

But the sea holds lovely Rosabelle ! 


^ First Edit “ A wet sliroud rolhl." 

2 First Edit It reddened" &c. 

8 First Edit ** Both vaulted cryi)t,” &c. 

* See Appendix, Note 4 N. 

5 First Edit “ But the kelpie rung and the mermaids sung.” 

8 “I observe a great poetic climax, designed, doubtless, in 
the two last of these songs, from tho first,”— A ni^a Skwaru. 

“We (G. Ellis and J, H. Eh-ere) entertain some doubts about 
the propriety of dwelling so long on the minstrel songs in the 
last canto. I say we doubt, because we are not aware of your 
having ancient auifiorit^/ for such a inacticc ; but though the 
attempt was a bold one, inasmuch as it is not usual to add a 
■whole canto to a story which is already finished, wo are far 
from wishing that you had left it unattempted .”— to 
Scott “ The sixth canto is altogether redundant ; for the 
poem should certainly have closed with the union of the 


And each St* was buriiul lliore, 

With candle, with book, and with kmdl ; 

But the aca-cavos rung, and tho wild winds sung/ 
The dirge <>f lov(*ly RoHaboUe. 

xxnL ' ■ 

So sweet was Harold’s jutcous lay/ 

Scarce mark’d the guests the darkcuM hall, 
Thought, long before tho sinking day, 

A wondrous shade involved them all : 

It was not eddying mist or fog, 
llrain’d hy the sun from fen or bog ; 

Of no eclipse had sages told; 

A.nd yet, as it came on apace, 

Each one could scarce his neigh botiris fa<.*e, 

Gould scarce his own strctcliM hand bt'liold, 

A secret horror ehedt’d tins ienst, 

And chill’d tlio smil of every gin^st ; 

Even tho high Dame stootl luilf aghnut, 

She know some evil on tlie blast ; 

The elvish page fell to the grouml, 

And, shuddering, luutterM, “■ lAunul I foinui 
found I” 

■'.XXV..' 

Then sudden, through tho darken’d air 
A flash of lightning came ; 

So broad, so briglit, so red the glart^, 

The Cfistle seem’d mi flame. 

Glanced every rafter of tho hall, 

Glanced every shield' upon the wall ; 

Each trophied beam, each sculptured Htone, 

Were instant seen, and instant gone j 
Full through the guests’ bedazzled batid 
Resistless flash’d the levin-bi'and, 

And fill’d the hall with smouldering smoke, 

As on the elvish pag<3 it broke. 

Ilibroke, with thuiidGr long and loud, 

Dismay’d the brave, appall’d tlie proud,— 

Prom sea to sea the larum rung ; 

On Berwick wall, and at Carl isle withal, 

To aims the startled warders sprung. 

"When ended was the dreadful roar, 

The elvish dwarf was seen no more 


lovers, when the interest, if any, was at an end. But what 
could I do? I had my book ami my page still on my haiulH, 
and must get rid of them at all cventB, Msuiugc them as I 
would, theircatastrophe must have been inHudieient to occupy 
an entire canto ; so I was fain to t'ke it out with the songs of 
the minstrels.”— AY’ oj:/- to Miss Semird-^IJfe, vol ii. pp. 

222 . 

7 “ The Goblin Page is, in our opinion, the ca]ntal defor- 
mity of the poem. 'We have already said the whole machin- 
ery is useless; but tho magic studies of the lady, and tho 
rifled tomb of Michael Scott, give occasion to so much a,d- 
mirablo poetry, that wc can, on no account, couKcut to ]iart 
with them. The page, on tho other h.and, is a perpetual Imr* 
den to tho poet and to the readers; it is an undignilierl and 
improbable fiction, which excites neither terror, .admiration, 
nor astonishment, but needlessly debases the strain of the 
whole work, and excites at once our incredulity an;l coss.- 
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XXVI. 

heard a voice in Branhaorae Hall, 

Some saw a slight, not seen by all ; 

That dreadful voice was heard by some, 

Cry, with loud summons, Gylbin, come I” 
And on the spot where burst the brand, 
Just where the page had flung him down, 
Some saw an arm, and some a hand, 

And some the waving of a gown. 

The guests in silence pray’d and shook, 

And terror dimm’d each lofty look. 

But none of all the astonish’d train 
Was so dismay’d as Deloraine ; 

His blood did freeze, Ms brain did burn, 

’Twas fear’d bis niind would ne’er return ; 

For be 'was speechless, ghastly, wan, 

Like him of whom the story ran, 

Who spoke the spectre-hound, in Mam'V 
At length, by fits, he darkly told, 

With broken hint, and shuddering cold ™ 

That ho had seen, right certainly, 

A .s/iap& wiili amice iirapp'^d uround^ 

Wilh a tvrouglii Spanish haMnc bounds 
lAkepUgHmfrfm hepondtlm sea; 

And knew— but how it matter’d not — 

It was the wizard, Michael Scott. 

XXVli. 

The anxious crowd, with horror pale, 

All trembling heard the wondrous tale ; 

No sound was made, no word was spolie, 
Till noble Angus silence broke ; 

And he a solemn sacred plight 
Did to St. Bride of Douglas make,® 

'J’haf he a pilgrimage would take 
To Mlelrose Abbey, for the sake 
Of Michael’s restless sprite. 

Then each, to ease his troubled breast, 

To some hlesa’d saint his prayers address’d : 
Some to St. Modan made their vows, 

'Some to St.. Mary of the Lowes, 

Some to the Holy Rood of Lisle, 

Some to our Ladye of the Isle ; 

Each did his patron witness make, 

That he such pilgrimage would take, 


toinpt. He is not a ‘tricksy spirit,* like Ariel, with whom 
the imagination is irresistibly enamoured, nor atiny monarch, 
like Oboron, disposing of the destinies of mortals ; he rather 
appejirs to ns to be an awkward sort of a mongrel between 
Puck and Caliban, of a servile and bpital nature, and limited 
in Iris powers to the indulgence of petty malignity, and the in- 
Hiotion of despicable injuries. Besides this objection to his 
elniracter, Ins existence has no supimrt from any general or 
established superstition. Fairies and devils, ghosts, angels, 
and wi tell es, are creatures with whom we are all familiar, 
and who excite in all classes of mankind emotions with which 
we can ea.sily he made to sympathize. But the history of 
ftilpin Ilorner was never helieved out of the village where he 
is said to have inndc his appearance, and has no claims upon 
the credulity of those who were not originally of his acquain- 
tance. There is nothing at all interesting or elegant in the 


And monks should sing, and bells should toll, 
All for the weal of Michael’s soul. 

WMIe vows were ta’en, and prayers were pray’d, 
’Tis said the noble dame, dismay’d. 

Renounced, for aye, dark magic’s aid. 

' xxvm. 

Nought of the bridal will I tell, 

Which after in short space befell ; 

Nor how brave sons and daughters fair 
Bless’d Teviot’s Flower, and Cranstoun’s heir : 
After such dreadful scene, ’twere vain 
To wake the note of mirth again. 

More meet it were to mark the day 
Of penitence and prayer divine, 

When pilgrim-chiefs, in sad array, 

Sought Melrose’ holy shrine. 


With nalied foot, and sackcloth vest, 

And arms enfolded on his breast, 

Did every pilgrim go ; 

The standers-by might hear uneath, 
Footstep, or voice, or high-dravnn breath, 
Thi'ough all the lengthen’d row : 

No lordly look, nor martial stride, 

Gone was their glory, sunk their pride, 
Forgotten their renown ; 

Silent and slow, like glio.sts they glide 
To the high altar’s hallow’d side, 

And there they knelt them down : 

Above the suppliant chieftains wave 
The banners of departed brave ; 

Beneath the letter’d stones were laid 
Tiie ashes of tlieir flithers dead ; 
b’rom many a garnish’d niche around, 
Stern saints and tortured martyrs frown’d. 

.■ XX.X. 

And slow up the dim aisle afar, 

With sable cowl and scapular, 

And snow-white stoles, in order due, 

The holy Fathers, two and twn, 

In long procession came ; 

Taper and host, and hook they bare, 


scenes of wkicb be is tbe bero; and in reading tliese passages 
we really could not help suspecting that they did not stand 
in the romance when the aged minstrel recited it to the royal 
Charles and his mighty earls, but were inserted afterwards to 
suit the taste of the cottagers among whom he begged his 
brOvad on the border. We entreat Mr. Seott to etiqxure into 
the grounds of this suspicion, and to take advantage' of any 
decent pretext he can lay hold of for purging the ‘Lay’ of 
this ungraceful intmder.3 We would also move for quo 
warranto against the Spirits of the River and the Mountain ; 
for though they are come ofa very high lineage, we do net 
know what la-wf III business they could have at Branksome 
Castle in the year 1550,”— J ekfrey. 

1 S-ce Appendix, Note 4 0- 
2. Ibid." Note. 4 P.;', 

8 See the Author's Introduetioii to the ' bay,’ p. 4. 
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And holy banner, floiirishM fair 
With the Redeemer’s name. 

Above the prostrate phgrini band 
The mitred Abbot stretch’d his hand, 

And bless’d them as they hnool’d ; 

With holy cross ho sign’d them all, 

And pray’d they might be sago in hall, 

And fortunate in held. 

Then mass was snng, and prayers were said, 
And solemn requiem for the dead ; 

And bells toll’d ont their mighty peal, 

For the departed spirit’s weal j 
And ever in the office close 
The hymn of intercession rose ; 

And far the echoing aisles prolong 
The awful burthen of the song, — 

Dies ib-e, dies ilia, 

SOLVET S.ECLUM IN FAVILLA J 
While the pealing organ rung ; 

Were it meet with sacred strain 
To close my lay, so light and vain, 

Thus the holy Fathers sung. 

XXXI. 

HYMN FOB THE BEAD. 

That day of wrath, that dreadful day, 

When heaven and earth shall pass away. 
What power shall he the sinner’s stay % 

How shall he meet that dreadful day ? 

When, shriveling like a parched scroll, 

The flaming heavens together roll ; 

When louder yet, and yet more dread, 
Swells the high trump that wakes the dead ! 


1 *« the vale unfolds 

Eich groves of lofty stature. 

With Yarrow winding through the pomp 
Of cultivated nature ; 

And, rising from those lofty groves, 

Behold a ruin hoary, 

I'he shattered front of Newark’s towers, 
lienown'd in Border story. 

“ Fair scenes for childhood’s opening bloom, 

For sportive youth to stray in ; 

For manhood to enjoy his strength ; 

And age to wear away in,” &c. 

W ORiiSWo kte's Farroto Visitecl 
» Bowhill is now, as has been mentioned already, a seat of 
the Duke of Buccleuch. It stands immediately below Newark 
Hill, and above the junction of the Yarrow and the Ettrick. 
For the other places named in the text, the reader is referred 
to various notes on the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border.~En. 
3 “ And gi‘am tcaved green on Carterhaugh.” 

< The arch allusions which run through all those Introduc- 
tions, mtiiont in the least interrupting the truth and graceful 
pathos of their main impression, seem to mo exquisitely cha- 
racteristic of Scott, whose delight and pride was to play with 
the genius which nevertheless mastered him at will. For, in 
truth, what is it that gives to all his works their unique and 
marking charm, except the matchless effect which sudden ef- 
fusions of the purest heart-blood of nature derive from their 
being poured ml, to all appearance involuntarily, amidst dic- 


Oh I on that tlay, that wrathful day, 

When man to judgment wnkcH from eluy, 
Bo Thou the trembling sinner’H stay, 
Though heaven and earth shall pass away ! 


Hu.sh’i> is the harp— .the Minstrel gone. 
And did he wander forth alone % 

Alone, in indigence and age, 

To linger out his pilgrimage ? 

No.; close beneath proud Newark’s tower, ‘ 
Arose the Minstrel’s lowly bower ; 

A simple hut ; but there was seen 
The little garden hedged with green, 

The cheerful hearth, and lattice clwin. 
There shelter’d wanderers, by the blaxe, 
Oft heard the talc of other days ; 

For much ho loved to ope his door, 

And give the aid Ik; lu'ggM btd’ore. 

£^o pass’d tlie winter’s day; but still. 

When sunmier smiled <ni sweet Bowhill,® 
And July's eve, with balmy breath, 

Waved the blue-bells on Ntwvark Inuith ; 
When throstles sung in TIar{du?ad-shaw, 
And corn was green on CartiThaugh,'’ 

And flourish’d, broad, Blackandro’s oak, 
The aged Harper’s soul awoke I 
Then would he sing achievements high, 
And circumstance of chivalry, 

Till the rapt traveller would stay, 
Forgetful of the closing day ; 

And noble youths, the strain to hear, 
Forsook the hunting of the deer ; 

And Yarrow, as he roll’d along, 

Boro burden to the Minstrel’s song.'* 


tion and sentiment cast equally in the mould of the bimy 
world, and the seemingly habitual desire to dwell on nothing 
but what might be likely to excite curiosity, without too much 
disturbing deeper feelings, in the saloon.s of })olislu'd lifts? 
Such outbursts ct)ine forth dramatically in all las writingH ; 
but in the interludes and passionate parentheses of the bay 
of the Last Minstrel we have the poet's own inner soul and 
temperament laid bai*e Jind throbbing befori* us. P'lven h(;re, 
indeed, ho has a mask, and. he trusts it- but fortunately it ia 
a transparent one. 

“ Many minor personal allusions have been explained in the 
notes to the last edition of the ‘ Lay.’ .It was hardly neces- 
sary even then to say that the dioicc of tlio Iiero had been 
dictated by the poet’s aiTection for the living de.sciuidunts of 
the Baron of Craustxnm j and now— none wlio have perused 
the preceding pages can donbt that he had dresst'd out Ids 
Margaret of Braiiksomc in the ftirrn and features of his own 
first love. This poem may be eousidered as the ' bright cou. 
suTumate flower’ in which all the dearest dreams of his jamth- 
fiil fancy had at length found expansion for theiar .strengtlv, 
spirit, tenderness, and hefuily, 

“ III the dosing lines 

‘ Hush’d is the harp—tlie Minstrel gone ; 

And did he ivander forth alone? 

Alone, in indigence and age. 

To linger out his pilgrimage ? 

No !— clo.se beneath jawid Newark’s tower 
Arose the Minstrel’.^ humble bower.’ Afc. — 
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“-iri thrso ohjirnung tinefi helias embodied what was, at the time 
VI !h-ji he peimed them, tlie chief da’Y-<lream of ABhcstiel. From 
^he jiumieni tlmt his unclo’K death idaced a considerable sum ! 
nf ready mniiey at his command, he pleased himself, as we 
hnvt' s{‘eii, with tlu! idea <»f Imying a mountain farm, and he> 
eominK not only the ‘ slierHl” (as he had in former day.s de- 
to c.d) himself), Init the IfUrd of the cairn and the 
waur.’ "—hocKHAUT. 74/1' o/Srnft, Voh TI. p. 212. 

The large <iuotationH wc have made from this singular 
pofMii must have ctmvinced our readers that it abounds equal- 
ly with poetical description, and with ’feircumstancos curious 
to the a)iti(pni ry. The.se are farther illustrated in copious and 
very entcvlaining notes: they, as well as the poem, must he 
jiartieuhirly iidoresting to those who are eounected with Scot- 
tish familie.s, <*r conversant in their history. The author has 
manng<'d the veraiiieation of the poem with great judgment, 
and lite nntst happy effect. If he had aimed at the grave 
and Mtattdy cadence of the epic, or any of our more regular 
measures, it would have been impossible for him to have 
brought i)i such namefl as fFatt TuUlnii, Black Jolm^ Priest- 
hitiajh^ Scriuji;, and oilier Scottish names, or to luivc spoken of 
ihe fijkcifuikc, and the shi(i(t7i, and driving/ of cattle, which 
Pope ami fJrav would have Ihuuglitas impossible to introduce 
into .soricjus po»-trv, a.s IJoilcau did the names of towns in the 
cutnpais,'nsol’ Lonia Mr. Scott has, therefore, very jndi- 
ciuuHiy thrown in a great mixture of the familiar, and varied 
tim me:n.nre; and if it lias not the finished harmony, which, 
in Hucii a flulqt'ct, it, were in vain to have attempted, it has 
gicut caHo and spirit, and never tires the readers. Indeed we 
dunk wc see a tt'iideiicy in the public taste to go back to the 
mon* vaiicd measures and familiar style of onr earlier poets *, 
a natural <‘ons('qu('n<’e of having beim satiati-d with the regu- 
lar haro’tinv of I’opeatul his .^eluiid, and .somewhat wearied 
with tht' htilfsicss of lol’tv poetic language. We now know 
whal <‘.m lie doju* in that way, and wc seek entertaimnentand 
variety, rath* r than li jj inked imxlnlation and uniform dignity, 
V‘e now our leave of this vevyelegajit,spirited,andstri- 


“ From the various extracts we have given, our readers will 
he enabled to form a tolerably correct judgment of the poem; 
and, if they are pleased with those portions of it which have now 
been exhibited, we may venture to assure them that they will 
not be disappointed by the perusal of the whole. The whole 
night journey of Deloraine— -the opening of the Wizard’s tomb 
—the inarch of the English battle— and the parley before the 
walls of the castle, are all executed with the same spirit and 
poetical energy, which we think is conspicuous in the speci- 
mens we have already extracted ; and a great variety of short 
passages occur in every part of the poem, which are still more 
striking and meritorious, though it is impossible to detach 
them, without injury, in the form of a quotation. It is but 
fair to apprize the reader, on the other hand, that he will 
meet with very heavy passages, and with a variety of details 
which are not likely to interest any one but a Borderer or an 
antiquary. We like very well to hear of ‘ the gallant Chief 
of Otterhurne,’ or ‘ the Bark Knight of Liddesdale,’ and feel 
the elevating power of great names, when we read of the 
tribes that mustered to the war, ‘ beneath the crest of Old 
Dunbar and Hepburn’s mingled banners.’ But yve really can- 
not so far sympatbize with the local partialities of the author, 
as to feel any glow of patriotism or ancient virtue in hearing 
of the Todrig or Johnston elans, or of EUloUy Armstrongs, and 
Tiidmnsi still less can we relish the introduction Black 
Jock of Athelsiam, WMtslade the Hawk, Artlmr Fhx-ihe- 
Brcfcs, Bed Bolatid Forster, or any other of those w'orthies, 
who 

‘ Sought the beeves that made their broth, 

In Scotland and in England both,’ 

into a poem which has any pretensions to seriousness or dig- 
nity. The ancient metrical romance might have admitted 
these homely personalities ; but the present age will not en- 
dure them ; and Mr. Scott must either sacrifice bis Border 
prejudices, or offend all his readers in the other part of the 
empire.”— Jeffrey. 
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APPENDIX. 


Note A. 

The feast was over in Branksonw toivcr.’-'B. 9. 

In the reign, of James I., Sir William Scott of Buccleuch, 
chief of the dan hearing that name, exchanged, with Sir 
Thomas Inglis of Manor, the estate of Murdlcstoue, in Lanark- 
shire, for one-half of the barony of Branksonic, or Brank- 
holra,i lying tipon the Teviot, aboxit three miles above Hawick. 
He was probably induced to this transaction from the vici- 
nity of Branksome to the extensive domain which he possessed 
in Ettrick Forest and in Teviot dale. In the fomor district 
he held hy occupancy the estate of Buceleuch,'-^ and much of 
the forest land on the river Ettrick. In Teviotdalo, he en- 
joyed the barony of Eckford, by a grant from Robert II. to 
his ancestor, Walter Scott of Kirkurd, for the apprehending 
of Gilbert Ridderford, confirmed by Robert HI. ad May 1424. 
Tradition imputes tbc exchange betwixt Scott and Inglia to a 
conversation, in which the latter— a man, it would appear, 
of a mild and forbearing nature, complained much of the in- 
jaries which he was exposed to from the English Borderers, 
who frequently plundered his lands of Branksome. Sir Wil- 
liam Scott instantly offered him the estate of Murdiestone, in 
exchange for that which was subject to such egregious incon- 
venience. When the bargain was completed, he dryly re- 
marked, that the cattle in Cumberland were as good as those 
of Teviotdale ; and proceeded to commence a system of reprisals 
upon the English, which was regularly pursued by his suc- 
cessors. In the next reign, James II. granted to Sir Walter 
Scott of Branksome, and to Sir David, his son, the remaining 
half of the barony of Branksome, to be held in blanche for the 
payment of a red rose. The cause assigned for the grant is, 
their brave and faithful exertions in favour of the King against 
the house of Douglas, with whom James had been recently 
tugging for the throne of Scotland. This charter is dated the 
2d February 1443 ; and, in the same month, part of the barony 
of Langholm, and many lands in Lanarkshire, were conferred 
upon Sir Walter and his son by the same monarch. 

After the period of the exchange with Sir Thomas Inglis, 
Branksome became the principal seat of the Buccleuch family. 
The castle was enlarged and strengthened hy Sir David Scott, ' 
the grandson of Sir William, its first possessor. But, in 

tile x'engeance of Elizabeth, provoked by the inroads 
of Buccleuch, and his attachment to the cause of Queen 
Mary, destroyed the castle, and laid waste the lands of Brank- 
some. In the same year the castle was repaired and enlarged 
by Sir Walter Scott, its brave possessor ; but the work was 
not completed until after his death, in 1574, w’hen the widow 
finished the building. This appears from the following in- 
scriptions. Around a stone, bearing the arms of Scott of 
Buccleuch, appears the following legend:—** 

at Must ae at CTiTliam 

^oftt flf itirlurtf itnst SiTsan ifz SuBtit xtjiBn 

24 Bf 1571 |car quija at 

6otf’jS SB 17 1574,^' On a simOar 


^ Branxholtn is the proper name of the barony *, but Brank- 
some has been adopted, as suitable to the pronunciation, and 
more proper for poetry. 

2 There are no vestiges of any building at Buccleuch, except 
the site ot a chapel, where, according to a tradition current 


copanment are sculpiurcd the arms of Boiighw, with this 
inscription, “ Damk MARttARisT DoiroLAS lu.s snons com- 
PLETIT THE FOUKSAID WORK IN OCTimiiR 157 <).‘’ OvCl' au 
arched door is inscribed the following moral verse 

naturt. lirBusTjt 

tot aji. 

Itn'jp. httX. totf. 
famie. iSal. nndjt, “ticfeaj?. 

5»tr OTaltcr at 3SraiTj-lialm linCgTjt 
JHarsartt 1571. 

Branksome Castle continued to bo the prineipnl sent of the 
Buccleuch family, while security was any object in llieir 
choice of a mansion. It has since been tlm residence of the 
Commissioners, or Chamberlains, of tlio family. Frenu the* 
various alterations which tbc building has undergone, it is w\t 
only greatly restricted in Us dimensions, but retains little of 
tho castellated form, if we except one square tower of massy 
thickness, the only part of the original building rvhich now 
remains. The whole forms a haiulsomo modern nnsidcnco, 
lately inhabited by my decen'ied friend, Adam Ogiivy, Esq. 
of Hartwoodmyres, Commissioncj^^his Grace tho Duke of 
Buccleuch. ' 

The extent of the ancient edifice can still be traced by .some 
vestiges of its foundation, and its strength is obvious from the 
situation, on a deep bank surrounded by tho Teviot, and 
flanked by a deep r.avine, formed by a precipitous brook. It 
was anciently surrounded by wood, as appears from the sur- 
vey of R.oxburghsbire, made for Piuit’s Atlas, and ])rcscrvcd 
in the Advocates’ Libr.iry. This wood was cut about tiily 
years ago, but is now rej)lncod by tho thriving plantations, 
which have been formed by the noble proprietor, for miles 
around the ancient mansion of his forcfatlicrs. 


Note B. 

Nine-andrtwenty knights of fame 
Hung their shield^} in Branksome- BalL--B. 10. 

Theancientbaronsof Buccleuch, both from feudal spleudnur 
and from their frontier situation, retained in their household 
at Branksome, a number of gentlemen of their own name, who 
held lands from their chief, for tlic military service of watching 
and warding his castle. Satchells tells ua, in his doggnd poetrv, 

*' No baron was better served in Britain •, 

The barons of Buckleugii they kept their call, 

Four and twenty gentlemen in their hall, 

All being of his name and Idu ; 


in the time of Scott of Satchells, many of the ancient barons 
of Buccleuch lie buried. There is also said to lu'ive been a 
mill near this solitary aijot ; an extraordinary circuinsfunce, 
as little or no corn grows within several luiU-s of Buccleuch. 
Satchells says it was used to grind corn lor the hounds ot the 
chieftain. 
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Kach two had a servant to wait u})on them 
iiefore supper and dinner, most renowned. 

The bolls rung and the trumpets sowned ; 

And more than that, I do confess, 

They ke})t four and twenty pensioners. 

Think not I lie, nor do me blame, 

For the pensioners I can all name ; 

There’s men alive, elder than I, 

They know if I speak truth, or lie. 

Every pensioner a room i did gain, 

For service done and to he done ; 

This let the reader understand. 

The name both of the men and land, 

■Which they possessed, it is of truth, 

Both from the Lairds and Lords of IBuckleugh.” 

Accordingly, dismounting from his Pegasus, Satchells gives 
us, in prose, the names of twenty-four gentlemen, younger 
brothers of ancient families, who were pensioners to the house 
of Buccleuch, and describes the lands which each possessed 
for his Border service. In time of war with England, the 
garrison was doubtless augmented. Satchells adds, “ These 
twenty-throe pensioners, ail of his own name of Scott, and 
Walter Gladstanes of Whitelaw, a near cousin of my lord’s, 
as aforesaid, were ready on all occasions, when his honour 
jdeased cause to advertise them. It is known to many of the 
country better than it is to me, that the rent of these lands, 
which the Lairds and Lords of Buccleuch did freely bestow 
upon their friends, will amount to above twelve or fourteen 
thousand merks n-ycar.'*— of the name of Scott, p. 45. 
An immense sura in those times. 

t Room, portion of land. 


Note C. 

~ ii'Uh Jedwood-ajcc at mdd7ehoiv.—''P. 10. 

“Of a truth,” says Froissart, “the Scottish cannot boast 
great skill with the bow, but rather bear axes, with which, in 
time of need, they give heavy strokes.” The Jedwood-axo 
was a sort of partisan, used by hoLseraen, as appears from the 
arms of Jedburgh, which bear a cavalier mounted, and armed 
with this weapon. It is also called a Jedwood or Jeddart 
staff. 


Note D, 

The^/ watch, against Southern force andguite, 

Lest Scroop, or Howard, or Perefs powers, 

Threaten Brauksomets lordly towers. 

From fFarkworth, or Nawortli, or merry Carlisle.— P. 10. 

Ih-anksomc Castle was continually exposed to the attacks 
of the English, both from its situation and the restless mili- 
tary disposition of its inhabitants, who were seldom on good 
tenns with their neighbours. The following letter from the 
Earl of Northumberland to Henry "VIII. in 1533, gives an ac- 
count of a succensful inroad of the English, in which the 
country was plundered uti to the gates of the castle, although 
the invaders foiled in their principal object, which was to 
kill, or make prisoner, the Laird of Buccleuch. It occurs in 
the Cotton MS. Calig. b. viii. f. 222. 

“ Pleaseth yt your most graciou.s highness to be aduertised, 
that my comptroller, with Raynald Carnaby, dcssyred licence 


of me to invade the real me of Scotlande, for the annoysaunce 
of your higlmes enemys, where they thought best exploit by 
theyme might be done, and to haue to concur withe theyine 
the inhabitants of Northumberland, suche as was towards me 
according to theyre assembly, and as by theyre discretions 
vpone the same they shulde thinke most convenient ; and soo 
they dyde meet vppone Monday, before night, being the iii 
day of this instant monethe, afWawhope, upon Northe Tyne 
water, above Tyndaill, where they were to the number sf xv 
c men, and sooinvadet Scotland at the hour of viii of the clok 
at nyght, at a place called Wliele Causay ; and before xi of 
the clok dyd send forth a forrey of Tyndaill and Ryddisdail, 
and laide all the resydewe in a bushment, and actyvely did 
set vpon a towne called Branxholme, where the Lord of Bu- 
clough dwellythe, and purposed theymeselves with a trayne 
for hym lyke to his accustomed manner, in rysynge to all 
frayes ; albeit, that knyght he was not at home, and so they 
brynt the said Branxholm, and other townes, as to say Which- 
estre, Whichestre-helme, and "Whclley, and haid ordered 
theymself, soo that sundry of the said Lord Buclough’s ser- 
vants, who dyd issue fourthe of his gates, was takyn prison- 
ers. They dyd not leve one house, one stak of come, nor one 
•shyef, without the gate of the said Lord Buckmgh vnbrynt 
and thus scrymaged and frayed, sup])osing the Lord of Bu- 
clougli to he within iii or iiii myles to havetrayned him to the 
bushment ; and soo in thobreyking of the day dyd the forrey 
and the bushment mete, and reculcd homeward, making 
theyre way westward from theyre invasion to be over Lydders- 
daill, as intending yf the fray fromc theyre furst entry by the 
Scotts waiches, or otherwyse by warnying, shuld haue bene 
gyven to Gedworth and the countrey of Scotland theyrea- 
bouts of theyre invasion ; whiche Gedworth is from the 
Wholes Causay vi miles, that thereby the Scotts shulde have 
C(»meii further vnto theyme, and more out of ordro; and soo 
upon sundry good ounsiderations, before they entered Lyd- 
dersdaill, as well acconipting the inhabitants of the same to be 
towards your highness, and to enforce theyme the more there- 
by, as alsoo to put an occasion of suspect to the Kinge of 
Scotts, and his counsaill, to be taken anenst theyme, amonges 
theymeselves, made proclamacions, commanding, vpon payne 
of dfthe, assurance to bo for the said inhabitants of Lydders- 
daill, without any prejudice or hurt to be done by any Inglys- 
man vnto theyme, and soo in good ordre abowte the howjje of 
ten of the clok before none, vppon Tewisday, dyd pass through 
I the said Lyddersdail, when dyd come diverse of the saidin- 
' habitants there to my servauntes, under the said assurance, 
offerring Iheymselfs with any service they couthe make ; and 
thus, thanks be to Godde, your highnes’ subjects, abowte the 
liowre of xii of the clok at none the same daye, came into 
this your liighnos realme, bringing wt theyme above xl Scotts- 
men prisoners, one of theyme named Scot, of the surname and 
kyn of the said Lord of Buclough, and of his howsehold ; they 
brought also cccnowte, and above lx horse and mares, keping 
in savetie frome losse or hurte all your said higlmes subjects. 
There was alsoo a towne, called Newbyggins, by diverse fot- 
raon of Tyndaill and Byddesdaill, takyn vp of the night, and 
spoylcd, when was slayne ii Scottsmen of the said towne, and 
many Scotts there hnrte ; your highnes subjects was xiii myles 
within the grounde of Scotlande, and is from my house at 
Werkworthe, above lx miles of the most evil passage, where 
great snawes doth lye ; heretofore the same townes now bry ut 
haith not at any tyme in the mynd of man in any warrs been 
enterprised unto nowe ; your subjects wmre thereto more en- 
couraged for the better advancement of your highnes service, 
the said Lord of Buclough beyng always a mortall enemy to 
this your Graces realme, and he dyd say, within xiii days be- 
fore, he woulde see who durst lye near hym ; wt many other 
cruell words, the knowledge whereof was certainly haid to my 
said .servaunts, before theyre enterprice maid vpon him ; most 
humbly beseeching your majesty, that youre highnes thanks 
may concur vnto theyme, whose names be here inclosed, and 
to have in your most gracious memory, the paynfull and dili- 
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goat service of my itoro servaunte Wharton, and thus, as I am 
most bounden, shal] dispose wt them that be under me f . . . 
. . . annoysaunce of your hifilines encmys.” In resentment ot 
this foray, Buceleuch, witii other Border chiefs, assembled an 
army of 3001) riders, %vith %vluch they penetrated into Nor- 
thumberland, and laid waste the country as fur as tho banks 
of Ilramiah. They bafEied, or defeated, tho English forces 
opposed to them, and returned loaded with prey.— -Fink k»- 
frow’s Hist/iry, voJ. ii. p. 31d. 


Note E. 

Bards long shall tdk 

Mow Lord ^Falter M,-T, 10. 

Mr Walter Scott of Buccleuch succeeded to hie grandfather, 
Sir David, in 1492. Ho was a brave and powerful baron, and 
Warden of the West Marches of Scotland. His death was 
the consequence of a feud betwixt tho Scotts and Kerrs, the 
history of which is necessary, to explain repeated allusions in 
the xomanco. 

In the year 1526, in the words of Pitscottie, "* the Earl of 
Angus, and the rest of the Douglasses, rukui all which they 
liked, and no man durst say the contrary wherefore the 
King (James V. then a minor) was heavily displeased, and 
would fain have been out of their hands, if he might by any 
way ; And, to that effect, wrote a quiet and secret letter with 
his own hand, and sent it to the Laird of Buccleuch, beseech- 
ing him that he would come with hia kin and friends, and all 
the force that he might be, and meet him at Melross, at his 
home passing, and there to take him out of the Douglasses 
bauds, and to put him to liberty, to use himself among the 
lave {rest) of his lords, as he thinks expedient. 

** This letter was quietly directed, and sent by one of the 
King’s own secret servants, which was received very thank- 
fully by the Laird of Buccleuch, who was very glad thereof, 
to be put to such charges and familiarity with his prince, and 
did great diligence to perform the King’s writing, and to bring 
the matter tp pass as the King desired : And, to that effect, 
couMiened all his kin and friends, and all that would do for 
him, to ride with him to Melross, when he knew of the King’s 
homecoming. And so he brought with him sixhundred spears, 
of Lidik'sdalc, and Annaudalo, and countrymen, and clans 
thereabout, and held themselves quiet wliilo that the King 
returned out of Jedburgh, and came to Melross, to remain 
there all tliat night. 

But when the Lord Hume, Cossfoord, and Fernyherst, 
(the chiefs of the clan of Kerr,) took their leave of tho Kiiig, 
and returoed home, then appeared the Lord of Buccleuch in 
sight, and his company with him, in an arrayed battle, in- 
tending to have fultilied the King’s petition, and therefore 
came stoutly forward on the back side of Halid eu hill. By 
that the Earl of Angus, with George Douglas, his brother, and 
sundry other of his friends, seeing this army coming, they 
marvelled what the matter meant ; while at tlio last they 
knew the Laird of Buccleuch, with a certain company of the 
thieves of Annandale. With him they were less affeurod, and 
made them manfully to the field contrary them, and said to 
H tho King in this manner, ‘ Sir, yon is Buccleuch, and thieves 
of Annandale with him, to unbeset yonr Grace from the gate,* 
{U. interrupt your passage.) ‘ I vow to God they shall either 
fight or fiee ; and ye shall tarry here on tliis know, and my 
brother George with you, with any other company you please ; 
and I shall pass, and put yon thieves off tho ground, and rid 


^ Damwick, near Melrose. Tho place of conflict is still 
called Skinner’s Field, from a corruption of Skirmish Field. 
[See the Minstrelsy of tho Scottish Border, vols. i. and ii., for 


the gate unto your Grace, or else die fijr it.’ The King tnrrjcd 
still, as was devised; find George Douglas wilh him, Jind 
sundry other lords, such as tho Karl of Lemtox, amlthe Lord 
Krskine, and some of tho King’s own servants ; hut fill iho 
lave (mf) pastivith the Karl of Angfjs to the tjeld against tiro 
Laird of Buccleuch, who joyrunl and coimtereil enudlv lK>th 
tho said parties in tho field of Darneliuver,i either aguinst 
other, with uncertain victory. But at the last, tiie Lord 
Hume, hearing word of that matter how it st<jod. r<'tunu‘d 
again to the King in all possible haste, with him tho Luir<lsof 
Cessfoord and Fernyhirst, to the number of fourmioro spears, 
and set freshly on the lap and wing of the Laird of BuocIouoIi’m 
field, and shortly bare them backward to the ground; uHuvh 
caused the Laird of Buccleuch, and the rest of his friends, to 
go back and flee, whom they followed and chased ; and espe- 
cially the Lairds of Cessfoord and Fernyhirst followed furi- 
ouslie, till at the foot of a path tlie Laird of Ccssfiiord wsm 
shiin by tiie stroke of a spear by an F.Iliot, who was then ser- 
vant to the Laird of Buccleuch. Ihit when the Laird of Crns- 
foord was slain, the chase cejwed. Tho Karl of Angus re- 
turned again with great inerriuess and vieiory, and tlnuikul 
God that he saved him from that clnmec, mid passed with (ho 
Kitig to Melims, where they remained all iliat night. On tlio 
morn they past to Kdinhurgh with tiie King, who w'um very 
sad and dolorous of the slaughter of (he Laird of <Vss(i»oid, 
and many other gentlemen and yeommi slain by the Laird of 
Buccleuch, containing the ninnher of i<»nrHeoru ami Jifteen, 
which died in defence of the King, am! at tile eommami of 
his writing.” 

I am not tho first who has atteni]»tcd to ccloi>rate in ver.HC 
the renown of this ancient baron, ami his hassanlouH ntttinpt 
to procure his sovereign’s freedom. In a Scottish Latin poet 
we find the following verses 

VALTERtUH ScOTtTJi BAIiCrarCIUtTB, 

Egregio suscepto facinore, libertato tlegls, acahis rebus gmife 
clanm, sub Jacoih) V. A“, Chrisli, 1526. 

intentata aliis, nullique audita prioruiu 
Audet, nec pavidum morsve, nietu.sve quatit, 
Lihertatem aliis soliti transenhere Begin; 

Subreptam hanc Begi restituissc purns ; 

Si vincis, quanta 6 snccednnt praiinia dextra*! 

Sin victu.s, fahas sjie.s jaee, pnno animam. 

Hostica vis nocnit ; stant alta; rohora mentis 
Atquedocus. Vineet, Rege ivmbanle, lides 
Insita qucis animis virtus, qiiosque ueviov anhvr 
Obsidet, olwenris nnx preniut an tenchri.s r* 

Heroes ex omni Historia Seotica loetisHinu, Aueloic .lohun. 
.Tonstonio Abrcdoucuse Scoto, KlUt). 

Tn consequence of the liatlle of .Melrose, there misneil a 
deadly feud betwixt the n.ames of Scott and Kerr, whieli, in 
spite of all means used to bring about an agreement, raged 
for many years ujmn the Bonlers. Bucelemdi wa dmin'isoijed, 
and his estates forfeited, in the year for levying war 
against the Kerrs, and ro.',tored by act of X’ailiainent. dut.-il 
15th March, 1542, during the regency of Mary of I.orr.iijH-. 
But the most signal act of violence to wlucli this quarrel gave 
rise, was the murder of JSir Walter himself, who was wluin by 
the Kerrs in the streets of I'Minimrgh in 15.52. This is the 
event alluded to in stmi/a vii. ; and tlio j>o<sm i» Bupposed to 
open shortly after it had taken place. 

The feud between these two fannhes wa.s not reconciled in 
159(), when both chieftains paraded tho streets of KdinburgU 
with their followers, and it was expected their fiist meeting 
would decide their quarrel. But, on July t4th of the samo 


farther particulars coucermiig thews placass, of all which tho 
author of the Lay was ultimately propuehjr.— Ko.] 
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Colril, in a letter to Mr, Bacon, informs him, “ that 
there was groat trouble upon the Borders, which would con- 
tiimo till order should he taken by the Queen of England and 
the King, by reason of tlui two young Scots chieftains, Ces- 
ford and Baclugh, and of the jiresent necessity and scarcity of 
corn amongst the Scots Borderers and riders. That there had 
been a private quarrel betwixt those two lairds on the Bor- 
uers, which was like to have turned to blood ; but the fear of 
the general trouble had reconciicd them, and the injuries 
which they thought to have committed against each other 
were now transferred upon England : not unlike that cmulu' 
tion in France between the Baron de Biron and Mons. Je- 
verie, who, being both ambitions of honour, undertook more 
haizardous enterprises against the enemy than they wouldhave 
done if they had been at concord together.”— ’B irch’s 3fc)no- 
rials, vol ii. p. (>7. 


Note F. 

frhtk. Cessford owns the rule of Carr^ 

IVhile Mtrick boasts the line of Scott, 

The slaughtered chiefs, tlte mortal jar 
7'he havock of the feuded -war. 

Shall never, ncecr he forgot 10. 

Among other expedients resorted to for stanching the feud 
betwixt the Scotts and the Kerrs, tliere was a bond executed 
in 1520, between the heads of each clan, binding themselves 
to perform reciprocally the four principal pilgrimages of Scot- 
land, for the benefit of the souls of those of the opposite name 
who had fallen in the quarrel. This indenture is printed in 
tile Alinstrelsyof the Scottish Border, vol. i. But either it never 
took efiect, or else the fend was renewed shortly afterwards. 

Such pactions were not uncommon in feudal times; and, as 
might bt ex])ected, they were often, as in the present case, 
void of the effect desired. When Sir Walter hlauuy, the re- 
nowned follower of Edward III., had taken the town of Eyoi 
in Gascony, he remembered to have heard that his father lay 
there buried, and offered a liundred crowns to any who could 
show him his grave. A very old man appeared before Sir 
Walter, and informed him of the manner of his father’s death, 
and the place of liis sepulture. It seems the Lord of Muuny 
had, at a great tournament, unhorsed, and wounded to the 
death, a Gascon knight, of the house of Mirepoix, whose kins- 
man was Bishop of Cambray. For this deed he was held at 
feud by the relations of the knight, until ho agreed to under- 
take a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. James of Compostolia, 
for the benefit of the soul of the deceased. But as he returned 
through the town of Kyol, after accoinpliahinent of his vow, 
he was beset and treacherously slain, by the kindred of the 
knight whom he had killed. Sir Walter, guided by the old 
man, visited the lowly tomb of his father ; and, having read 
the inscription, which was in Latin, he caused the body to be 
raised, and transported to his native city of Valenciennes, 
where masses were, in the flays (d Froissart, duly said for the 
soul of the unfortunate pilgrim .— of I^roissart, 
vol. i. p. 12,3. 


Note G. 

IVldi Carr in arms had stood.— T. 11. 

The family of Ker, Kerr, or Carr,’ was very powerful 
on the Burficr. Fyncs AJorrison remarlcs, in his Travels, 


’ The name is spelt differently by the various families who 
bear it. Carr is selected, not as the most correct, but as the 
most poetical reading. 
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that their influence extended from the village of Preston- 
Grange, in Lothian, to the limits of England. Cessford 
Castle, the ancient baronial residence of the family, is situ- 
ated near the village of Morebattle, within two or three 
miles of the Cheviot Hills. It has be^m a x>lace of great 
strength and con.sequence, but is now rfe—ious. Tradition 
affirms that it was founded by Halbert, or Habby Kerr, a gi- 
gantic warrior, concerning whom many stories are current in 
Roxburghshire. The Duke of Roxburghe rejiresents Ker of 
Cessford. A distinct and powerful branch of the same name 
own the Marquis of Lothian as thc4r chief. Hence the dis- 
tinction betwixt Kerrs of Cessford and Fairnihir.st. 


Note IL 

Lo7’d Cransfoim.—I*. II. 

The Cranstouns, Lord Cranstoiin, are an ancient Border 
family, whose chief .seat was at Crailing, in Teviotdale. They 
were at this time at feud with the clan of Scott; for it ap- 
pears that the Lady of Bucclench, in 1557, beset the Laird of 
Cranstomi, seeking his life. Nevertheless, the same Cran- 
stoiin, or perhaps his son, was married to a daughter of the 
same lady. 


Note I. 

0/ Bd?Lintc\s line of Plcardic.—'B. 11. 

The Bethunea were of French origin, anil derived thoiniame 
from a small town in Artois. There were several distin- 
gukdied families of the Bethunea in the neighbouring province 
of Picardy ; they numbered among their descendants the cele- 
brated Due de Sully ; and the name was accounted among 
the most noble in France, while aught noble remained in that 
country.2 The family of Bethuno, or Beatoun, in Fife, pro- 
duced three learned and dignified prelates; namely, Cardinal 
Beaton, and two succes.sive Archbishops of Glasgow, all of 
whom flourished about the date of the romance. Of this 
family was descended Dame Janet Beaton, Lady Buccleuch, 
widow of Sir Walter Scott of Branksome. She was a woman 
of masculine spirit, as ai>peared from her riding at the head 
of her sou’s clan, after her husband’s murder. She also pos- 
sessed the hereditary abilities of her family in such a degree 
that the superstition of the vulgar imputed tliem to superna- 
tural knowledge. With this was mingled, by faction, the foul 
accusation of her having influenced Queen Mary to the mur- 
der of her husband. One of the placards, preserved in 
Buchanan’s Detection, accuses of Darnioy’s murder “the 
Erie of Both well, Mr. James Balfour, the porsoun of Fliskc, 
Mr. David Chalmers, black Mr. John Spens, who was prin- 
cipal deviser of the murder; and the Queue, assenting thairto, 
throw the persuasion of the Erie Bothweli, and the witch- 
craft of Lady Bucklcuch." 


■ Note K. ; 

Xlc lenrnhl the art that none may 7iame, 

In Tad t Id, far beyond the sea.—P. 11. 

Padua was long supposed, by the Scottish peasants, to be 


2 This expression and sentiment were dictated by the situa- 
tion of France, in the year itlU.", when the poem was originally 
written. 1821. 
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the princiipal sobool of necromancy. Tlio Earl of Gowie, 
slain at Perth, in 1600, pretended, during lus studies in Italy, 
to have acquired some knowledge of the cahala, by which, he 
said, he could charm snakes, and work other miracles ; and, 
in particular, could produce children without the intercoutso 
of the Bcxes.—Sce the examination of W emyss of Bogie before 
the Privy Council, concerning Gowrie’s Conspiracy. 


Note L. 

Bis fonn no darkening shadow traced 
Upon the sunny wall! 

The shadow of a necromancer is independent of the sun. 
Glycas informs us that Simon Magus caused his shadow to 
go before him, making people believe it was an attendant 
spirit.— H e Ywoon’s Biei'arch ie, p. '47ii> The vulgar conceive, 
that when a class of students have made a certain progress in 
their mystic studies, they are obliged to run througli a subter- 
raneous hall, where the devil literally catches the hindmost 
in the race, unless he crosses the hall so speedily that the 
arch-enemy can only apprehend his shadow. In the latter 
case, the person of the sage never after throws any shade; 
and those, who have thus lost their shadow^ always prove the 
best magicians. 


NoteM. 

The viewless forms of air.--?, 11. 

The Scottish vulgar, without having any very defined no- 
tion of their attributes, believe in the existence of an inter- 
mediate class of spirits, residing in the air, or in the waters ; 
to whose agency they ascribe floods, storms, and all such 
phenomena as their own philosophy cannot readily explain. 
They are supposed to interfere in the aifairs of mortals, some- 
times with a malevolent purpose, and sometimes with milder 
views. It is said, for example, that a gallant baron, having 
returned from the Holy Land to his castle of Drummelziar, 
found his fair lady nursing a healthy child, whose birth did 
not by any means correspond to the date of his departure. 
Such an occurrence, to the credit of the dames of the Cru- 
saders be it spoken, was so rare, that it required a miraculous 
solution. The lady, therefore, was believed, when she averred 
confidently, that the Spirit of the Tweed had issued from the 
river while she was walking upon its bank, and compelled 
her to submit to Iris embraces ; and the name of Tw'eedie 
was bestowed upon the child, who afterwards became Baron 
of Druramelziar, and chief of a powerful clan. To those 
spirits were also ascribed, in Scotland, the 

— “ Airy tongues, that syllable men’s names, 

On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses.” 

When the workmen were engaged in erecting the ancient . 
church of Old Deer, in Aberdeenshire, upon a small hill 
called Bissau, they were surprised to find that the work was 
impeded by supernatural obstacles. At length, the Spmt of 
the Eiver was heard to say, 

“ It is not here, it is not here, 

That ye shall build the church of Deer ; 

But on Taptillery, 

Where many a corpse shall lie.” 

The site of the edifice was accordingly transferred to Tap- 
tillery, an eminence at some distance from the place where 
the building had been commenced.— Macfajrlane’s 3ISS, 


I mention these ]Ktpular fables, boeauso tho introduction of 
the River and Mountulu Spirits may not, at tind sight, scorn 
to accord with tho general tone? of the romance, and the su- 
perstitions of tho country where the scene is laid. 


Note N. 

A fancied moss-trooper, 12. 

This was the usual appellation of the marauders upon tlie 
Borders ; a profession diligently pursued by the iuhabitanls 
on both sides, and by none more actively and succicssfully 
than by Bnccleuch’s clan. Long after the union of the crowns 
the moss-troopers, although sunk in reputation, and no longer 
enjoying the pretext of national hostility, continued to pur- 
sue their calling- 

Fuller includes, among tho wonders of Cumherlaud, Tho 
moss-troopers; so strange in the cojidilitm of their living, if 
oomsidered in their Original Jleight, Ihray, ami 

liurne. 

“ 1. Original. T conceive them the same culh'd Borderers 
in Mr. Camden ; and characterised by him to be <t wild ami 
warlike people. They are called moss-t ran j tees, becuuHe dwell- 
ing in the mosses, and riding in troops together. Tliey dwell 
in the bounds, or meeting, cri thetwt} Idngilums, but obey tho 
laws of neither. They come to church as seldom as the U{fth 
of February comes into the kalundar. 

Increase. When England ami Scotland w'ero united 
in Great Britain, they that formerly lived by hostile incur* 
sions, betook themselves to the robbing of their neighbours. 
Their sons are free of tho trade by their fathers’ copy. They 
rare like to Job, not in piety and patience, hut in sudden 
plenty and poverty ; sometimes having flocks and her»ls in the 
morning, none at night, and perchance many again next day. 
They may give for their motto, vivitnr e,t rapto^ stealing from 
their honest neighbours wliat they sometimes require. They 
are a nest of hornets ; strike one, and stir all of them about 
your ears. Indeed, if they promise safely to conduct u travel- 
ler, they will perform it with the fidelity of a Turkish jani- 
zary ; otherwise, woe be to him that falletln into their <}uarters ! 

*^S. BeigliL Amounting, forty years since, to Home thou- 
sands. These compelled the vicinage to purchase their secu- 
rity, by paying a constant vent to them. When in tinir 
greatest height, they had two great enemies,— f/n: Laws of the 
Land, and the Lord JFliUam Howard of Kaworlh, ilo sent 
many of tliem to Carlisle, to that ])Iace where the ofiiccr doth 
alivays his work by daylight. Yet these mosH-troopers, if pos- 
sibly they could procure the pardon for a condennu'd person 
of their company, would advance great sums out of their 
common stock, who, in such a case, cast in their lots amongst 
tkemselees, and all have one purse. 

Decay. Caused by the wrisdom, valour, and diligence 
of the Right Honourable Charles Lord Howard, Earl of Car- 
lisle, who routed these English Tories with Iris regiment. His 
severity unto them will not only be excUvsed, but commended, 
by tho judicious, who consider how our great lawyer cloti» 
describe such persons, who are solemnly outlawed. Boao- 
TON, lib. viii. trac. 2. cap. 11.— ‘ Bx tunc gcrunt caput lupL 
mm, ita quod sine Judieiali inquisitUme rite pe^rant, el secum 
suum judicium portent ; et merito sine lege peremd, qni sccun- 
dum legem vivere rccusdrunV — * Thenceforward, (after that 
they are outlawed) they wear a wolf’s head, so that they law- 
fully maybe destroyed, without any judicial inquisition, a» 
who carry their own condemnation about them, and de- 
servedly die without law, because they refused to live ac- 
cording to law.* 

“ 5. Hume. Such was the success of this worthy lord’s 
severity, that he made a thorough reformation among them ; 
and the ring-leaders being destroyed, the rest arc reduced to 
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fc^al obedienco, and. so, I trust, will continue. 
fVorthies of Eoglund, p. 21 G, 

The hist j)ubUc mention of moss-troopers occurs during the 
civil wars of the 17th century, when many ordinances of Par- 
iumeut were directed against them. 


-FULLJKa’s 


castell whete mele, good wynes, beffes, and fatto mottons, 
pullayne, andwylde foule: We were ever fumy shed as tho 
we had been lungs. When we rode forthe, all the countrey 
trymbled for fear© : all was ours goyng and comynge. How 
tok wo Carlast, I and the Bourge of Companye, and I and 
Perot of Bemoys took Caluset ; how dyd we sede, with lytell 
ayde, the strong castell of Marquell, pertayuing to the Erl 
Dolphyn : I kept it nat past fy ve days, but I receyved for it, 
on a feyre table, fyve thousande frankes, and forgave one 
thousande for the love of the Erl Dolphin’s children. By my 
fayth, this was a fayre and a good lyfel wherefore I repute 
myselfesore deceyved, in that I have rendered up the fortress 
of Aloys ; for it wolde have kept fro alle the worlde, and the 
daye that I gave it up, it was foumyshed with vytaylles, to 
have been kept seven yere without any re-^7tayllinge. This 
Erl of Armynake hath deceyved me : Olyve Barbe, and Perot 
le Bernoys, shewed to me how I shulde repente myselfe: 
certayne I are repente myselfe of what I have done.”*— 
Fboissart, 7ol. ii. p. IDS. 


tame the Unicornis prkle, 

Ejcalt ihe Crescent and the Star.—V, 12. 


The arms of the Kerrs of Cessford were, Vert on a choveron, 
betwixt three unicorns’ heads erased argent, three mullets 
sable; crest, a unicorn’s head, erased proper. The Scotts of 
Buccleuch bore, Or, on a bend azure *, a star of six points be- 
twixt two crescents of the first. 


Note P. 


Bn mly turns, hy desperate hounds. 
Had baified Percy's best hlood-hoimds. 


William of Dcloraine.'-V. 12. 


The lands of Deloraine are joined to those of Buccleuch in 
Etti'ick Forest. They were immemorially possessed by the 
Buccleuch family, under the strong title of occupancy, al- 
though no charter was obtained from the crown until 1545. 
Like other possessions, the lands of Deloraine were occa- 
sionally granted by them to vassals, or kinsmen, for Border 
service, Satclmlls mentions, among the twenty-four gentle- 
meu-pensioners of the family, “ William Scott, commonly 
called Cut~at~ihe-BIui'k, who had the lands of IS ether Delo- 
raine for his service.” And again, “ This William of Delo- 
raine, commonly called Cut-at-the-Black, was a brother of the 
ancient house of Haining, ■which house of Haiuing is de- 
scended from tho ancient hou.se of Hassendean.” The lands 
of Deloraine now give an earl’s title to the descendant of 
Henry, the second surviving son of the Duchess of Buccleuch 
and Monmouth. I have endeavoured to give William of 
Deloraine the attributes which characterised the Borderers 
of his day ; for which I can only plead Froissart’s apology, 
that, it bohoveth, in a lynago, some to be folyshe and out- 
rageous, to niaynteyne and sustayne the iieasable.” Asa 
contrast to my Marchman, I beg leave to transcribe, from the 
same author, the speech of Araergot Marcell, a captain of 
the Adventurous Comijanions, a robber, and a pillager of the 
country of Auvergne, "who had been bribed to sell his strong- 
hold.s, and to assume a more honourable military life under 
the banners of the Karl of Armagnac. But “ when he re- 
membered alle this, he was sorrow'ful ; his tresour he thought 
he wolde not mynysshe ; he was wonte dayly to serche for 
ntwo pyllages, wherbye encresed his profyte, and then he 
sawe that alle was closed fro’ hym. Then he sayde and ^ 
imagyned, that to pyll and to robbe (all thynge considered) , 
was a good lyfe, and so repented hym of his good doing. On | 
a tyin e, he said to his old companyons, * Sirs, there is no i 
sporte nor glory in this worlde amonge men of warre, but to 
use suche lyfe as we have done in tyme past. What a joy was 
it to us when we rode forth at ad'venture, and somtyme 
found by the way a riche priour or merchaunt, or a route of 
uuilottes of Mouutpellyer, of Narbonne, of Lymeus, of Fon- 
gans, of Besyers, of Tliolous, or of Carcasoune, laden with 
cloth of Brussels, or peltre ware comynge fro the fayres, or 
laden ivith spyeery fro Bruges, fro Damns, or fro Alysaundre ; 
whatsoever we met, all was ours, or els ransoumecl at our 
pleasures ; dayly we gate new money, and the vyllaynes of 
Auvergne and of Lymosyn dayly provyded and brought to our 


The kings and heroes of Scotland, as well as the Border- 
riders, were sometimes obliged to study how to evade tho 
pursuit of blood-hounds. Baibour informs us, that Robert 
Bruce "was repeatedly tracked by sleuth-dogs. On one occa- 
sion, he escaped by wading a bow-shot down a brook, and 
ascending into a tree by a branch which overhung the water ; 
thus, leaving no trace on land of his footsteps, lie bafSed the 
scent. The pursuers came up: 


“ Rycht to the bum thai passyt ware, 

Eot the sleuth-hund made stinting thar. 

And waueryt lang tyme ta and fra. 

That he na certain gate couth ga ; 

Till at the last that John of Lome 
Perseuvit the bund the sleuth had lorne.” 

The Bruce, Book vii. 


A sure way of stopping the dog was to spill blood upon the 
track, ■which destroyed tho discriminating fineness of his 
scent. A captive was sometimes sacrificed on such occasions. 
Henry the Af instrel tells a romantic story of Wallace, fouhded 
on this circumstance The hero’s little band had been joined 
by an Irishman, named Fawdoun, or Fadzean, a dark, savage, 
and suspicious character. After a sharp skirmish at Black- 
Erne Side, Wallace was forced to retreat with only sixteen 
followers. The English pursued with a Border sleuth-hratch, 
or blood-hound. 


** In Gelderland there was that bratchet bred, 

Silver of scent, to follow them that fled ; 

So was he used in Eske and Liddesdail, 

While (i. e. tiU) she gat blood no fleeing might avail 


In the retreat, Fawdoun, tired, or affecting to be so, would 
go no farther. Wallace, having in vain argued ‘with him, in 
hasty anger, struck off his head, and continued the retreat. 
When the English came up, their hound stayed upon the 
dead body 


The sleuth stopped at Favrdon, still she stood, 
Nor farther would fra time she fund the blood.” 


The story concludes with a fine Gothic scene of terror 
Wallace took refuge in the solitary tower of Gask. Here he 
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was distur'bed, at midnight by the blast of a born. He sent 
out his attendants by two and two, but no one returned with 
tidings. At length, when ho was left alone, the sound was 
heard still louder. The champion descended, sword in hand ; 
and, at the gate of the tower, was encountered by the head- 
less spectre of Fawdoun, whom he had slain so rashly. Wal- 
lace, in great terror, fled up into the tower, tore open the 
boards of a window, leapt down fifteen feet in height, and 
continued his flight up the river, booking back to Gask, he 
discovered the tower on fire, and the form of Fawdoun upon 
the battlements, dilated to an immense size, and holding in 
his hand a blazing rafter. The Minstrel concludes, 

“ Trust ryght wele, that all this be sooth indeed, 
Supposing it to be no point of the creed.” 

TM WalMce^'Boo^r. 

Mr. Ellis has extracted this tale as a sample of Heniy’s 
qf English Poetnj, vol. i. p. 351. 


Note R. 


- ihe Moat-hiWs mounds 


Wh&ra ZhniuTs shades still Jlitted round.-^V. 12, 

This is a round artificial mount near Hawick, which, from 
its name, (;P0t. Ang. Sax, Concilium, Conventm,) was 
probably anciently used as a place for assembling a national 
council of the adjacent tribes. There are many such mounds 
In Scotland, and they are sometimes, but rarely, of a square 
form. 


Note S. 

- the (mer of Bazeldean.-^P. 13. 


The estate of Hazeldean, corruptly Hassendean, belonged 
formerly to a family of Seotts, thus commemorated by Satch- 
elJs,;— ■' ■ . 

“ Hassendean came without a call, 

The ancientest house among them all.’* 


Note T. 


On 3Unio-crags the moo7i-l)eams glint— P, 13. 

A romantic assemblage of cliffs, which rise suddenly above 
thevaleof Teviot, in the immediate vicinity of the family-seat, 
from which Lord Minto takes his title. A small platform, on 
a projecting crag, commanding a most beautiful prospect, is 
termed BarnMW Bed. This Barnhills is said to have been a 
robber, or outlaw. There are remains of a strong tower be- 
neath the rocks, where he is supposed to have dwelt, and 
from which he derived his name. On the summit of the crags 
are the fragments of another ancient tower, in a pictnresque 
rituation. Among the houses cast down by the Earl of Hart- 
forde, in 1645, occur the towers of Easter Barnhills, and of 
Minto-crag, with Minto town and place. Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
fhther to the present Lord Minto, ^ was the author of a beau- 
tiful pastoral song, of which the following is a more correct 


1 Grandfather to the present Earl. 1819. 


copy than is usually published. The poetical mantle of Si? 
Gilbert Elliot has descended to lus family. 

My sheep I neglected, I broke my Bheop-hook, 

And all the gay h.amits of my youth 1 forsook : 

No xnore for Amynta fresh garlands 1 wove ; 

Ambition, I H.aid, would soon cure me of love. 

But what had my youth with ambition to do ! 

Why loft I Amynta! why broke I my vow ! 

Through regions remote in vain do I rove. 

And bid the wide world secure me from love. 

Ah, fool, to imagine, that aught could subdue 
A love so well founded, a passion so true ! 

Ah, give me my sheep, and my sheep-hook restore . 

And ni wander from love and Amynta no more ! 

** Alas! ’tis too late at thy fate to repine I 
Poor shepherd, Amynta, no move can be thine ! 

Thy tears are all fruitless, thy wish(*H are vain, 

The moments neglected return not again. 

Ah! what had my yoxith with amlntiou to do! 

Why left I Amynta! why broke I my vow ! ” 


Note U. 


Ancimi EiiideU’s fair domain.— F, 1.3. 

The family of Riddell have been very long in possession of 
the barony called Riddell, or Ryedale, part of which still 
bears the latter name. Tradition carries their antiquity to a 
point extremely remote ; and is, in some degree, saiustioned 
by the discovery of two stone coffins, one containing an earthen 
pot filled with ashes and arms, bearing a legible date, A, D. 
7^ ; the other dated 936, and filled with the bones of a man 
of gigantic size. These coffins were discovered in the founda- 
tions of what was, but has long ceased to be, the chapel of 
Riddell ; and as it wms argued, witii ixlausibility, that they 
contained the remains of some ancestors of the famdy, they 
were deposited in the modern place of scjmlture, cojnpara- 
tively so termed, though built in 1110, But iho following 
curious and authentic documents warrant nujst conclusively 
the epithet of “ancient Riddell Ist, A charter by David !. 
to Walter Rydale, Sheriff’ of Roxburgh, coiifinning nil tho 
e.states of Liliesclive, &c., of which his father, Gervasiusdo 
Rydale, died possessed. 2dly, A bn II of Pope Adrian IV., 
confirming the will of Walter do Bidale, knight, in favour of 
his brother Anschittil de Ridale, dated 8th April, 1 155. 3(ily, 
A bull of Pope Alexander HI., confirming the said will of 
Walter de Ridale, bequeathing to his brother Anschittil tho 
lands of Liliesclive, Whettnnes, &cc., and ratifying the bar- 
gain betwixt Anschittil and Huotredus, concerning tiie church 
of Liliesclive, in consequence of the mediation of Malcolm IL, 
and confirmed by a charter from that monarch. This bull 
is dated 17th June, IIGO. 4thlY, A bull of tho same Popo, 
confirming the will of Sir Anschittil de Ridale, in favour of 
hia son Walter, conveying the said lands of Liliesclive and 
others, dated Kith March, 1120, It is remark able, that IdHes- 
clive, otherwise Rydale, or Riddell, and the Whittuncs, have 
descended, through a long train of ancestors, without over 
passing into a collateral line, to the person of Sir John Bucha- 
nan Riddell, Bart, of Riddell, the lineal descendant an<l re- 
presentative of Sir Anschittil. — Those circumstances appeared 
worthy of notice in a Border work. 2 


Since the above note was written, the ancient family of 
Riddell have parted with all their Scotch cstates.—Eo 
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Note V* 

nut when Melrose he reach'd 'twas silence aU,' 

Me meetly stabled his steed in stall, 

And sought the convent's lonely wail,---!?. 13. 

Tile ancient and beautiful monastery of Melrose was founded 
by King David I. I ts ruins aiford the finest specimen of Gothic 
architecture and Gothic sculpture which Scotland can boast. 
The stone of which it is built, though it has resisted the wea- 
ther for so many ages, retains perfect sharpness, so that even 
the most minute ornaments seem as entire as when newly 
wrought. In some of the cloisters, as is hinted in the next 
Canto, there arc representations of flowem, vegetables, dec., 
carved in stone, with accuracy and precision so delicate, that 
we almost distrust our senses, when we consider the difficulty 
of subjecting so hard a substance to such intricate and exqui- 
site modulation. This superb convent was dedicated to St. 
Mary, and the monks were of the Cistertian order. At the 
time of the Reformation, they shared the general reproach of 
sensuality and irregularity, thrown upon the Roman church- 
men. The old words of GaUtsliids^ a favourite Scotch air, ran 
.thus'.'— 1 

O the monks of Melrose made gude kale,i 
On Fridays when they fasted. 

They wanted neither beef nor ale. 

As long as their neighbours’ lasted. 

1 Kale, Broth. 


Note W. 

UHicn buttress and buttress, allernatelyi 
St'CM framed of ebon and ivory } 

When silver edges the imagery. 

And the scrolls that teach thee to live a7id die. 

Then vieiv St David's ruin'd P. 14. 

Iffie buttresses ranged along the sides of the ruins of Mel- 
lose Abbey, are, according to the Gothic style, richly carved 
and fretted, containing niches for the statues of saints, and 
labelled with scrolls, bearing appropriate texts of Scripture. 
Most of these statues have been demolished. 

David I. of Scotland, purchased the reputation of sanctity, 
by founding, and liberally endowing, not only the monastery 
of Melrose, but those of Kelso, Jedburgh, and many others; 
which led to the well-known observation of his successor, that 
he was a sore saint for the crown. 


Note X. 

For 77iass or prayer can I rarely tarry. 

Save fo patter an Ave Diary, 

When I ride on a Border foray.-— D. 14. 

The Borderers were, as may he supposed, very ignorant 
about religious matters. Colville, in his Paranesis, or Admo- 
nition, states, that the reformed divines were so far from un- 
clortaldng distant journeys to convert the Heathen, as I 
woki wis at God that ye wold only go hot to the Hiclands and 
Bfirders of our own realm, to gain our awiii countreymen, who, 
f<jr lack of prcching and ministration of the sacraments, must, 
with tyme, becum cither infidells, or atlieists.” But we learn, 
from Lesley, that, however deficient in real religion, they re- 
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gularly told their beads, and never with more 2 eal than when 
going on a plundering expedition. 


■ . ■ Note Y. : 

So had he seen, in fair Castile, 

The youth in glitt&nng squadrons start i 

Sudden the flying jennet wheel, 

And hurl the unexpected darL—P. 15. 

“ By my faith,” aayd the Duke of Lancaster, (to a Portu- 
guese squire,) ‘*of all the feates of armes that the Castellyans, 
and they of your countrey doth use, the castynge of their dertes 
best pleaseth me, and gladly I wolde se it : for, as I hoar say 
if they strike one aryghte, without he be well armed, the dart 
will pierce him thrughe.”— “ By my faytli, sir,” sayd the 
squyer, ye say trouth ; for I have seen many a grete stroke 
given with them, which at one time cost us derely, and was 
to us great displeasure ; for, at the said skyrmishe, Sir John 
Lawrence of Coygne was striken with a dart in such wise, that 
the head perced all the plates of his cote of mayle, and a saeke 
stopped with sylke, and passed thrughe his body, so that he 
fell down dcad.”"~FitoissART, vol. ii. ch. 44.— This mode of 
fighting with darts was imitated in the military game called 
Jcugo de, las canas, which the Spaniards borrowed from tlieii 
Moorish invaders. A Saracen champion is thus described by 
Froissart: ‘‘Among the Sarazy ns, there was a yonge knight 
called Agadingcr Dolyfcnie; ho vras always wel mounted on 
a redy and alyght horse; it seemed, when the horse ranne, 
that he did fly in the ayre. The knighte .seemed to be a good 
man of annes by his dedcs ; ho bare always of usage three fe- 
therod dartes, and rychtc well he could handle them ; and, 
according to their custome, he was dene armed, with a long 
white towoll about his head. His apparcll was blacke, and 
his own colour hrowne, and a good horseman. The Crysten 
men say, they thoughte he dyd such deeds of armes for the 
love of some yonge lad ye of his countrey. And true it was, 
that he loved entirely the King of Thune’s daughter, named 
the Lady Azala ; she was inherytor to the rcalme of Thune, 
after the discease of the kyng, her father. This Agadinger 
was sone to the Duke of Olyfcnie. I can nat telle if they were 
married together after or nat ; but it was shewed me, that 
this knyght, for love of the sayd ladye, during the siege, did 
many feates of armes. The knyghtes of France w'old fayne 
have taken hym ; but they coldo never attrape nor inclose 
him ; his horse was so swyft, and so redy to his hand, tiiat 
alwaies he escaped.” — Vol. ii. ch. 71 . 


Note Z. . 

And there the dying lamps did bum. 

Before thy low and lonely urn, 
OgallantChufofOtterhurnef—P. 15. 

The famous and desperate battle of Otterburne was fought 
15th August 1308, betviixt Henry Percy, called Botspur, and 
James, Earl of Douglas. Both these renowned champions ’ivere* 
at the head of a chosen body of troops, and theywere rivals 
in military fame; so that Froissart affirms, “ Of all the l)at- 
tayles and encounteryngs that I have made meiicion of hero 
before in all this hystory, great or smallc, this battayle that 
I treat of nowe was one of the sorest and best foughten, with- 
out cowardes or faynte hertes; for there was neytherknyghte 
nor squyer but that dyde his devoyre, and foughte hande to 
hando. This batayle was lyke the batayle of Bechcrell, the 
which was valiauntly fought and endured.” The issue of the 
conflict is well known: Percy was made prisoner, and the 
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Scots won tie day, dearly purelinscd by tie dcalli of their to afet of rorrod posts. Vegirt with slender rods of willow, 
gallant general, the Earl of Douglas, who was slain in the whose loose summits were brought toineol, from all quarters, 
action. He was buried at Melrose, beneath the high altar, and hound together artificially, so as to produce the frame- 
** His obsequye was done reverently, and on his body© layde work of the roof: and the tracery of our <»othio windows m 
a tomhe of stone, and his foaner hangyng over hym,'*-~FEOis- displayed in the meeting and interlacing of rods and hoops, 
siAKT, vol. ii. p. 165. affording an inexhaustible variety of beautiful forms of open 

work. This ingenious system is alluded to in the romance. 
Sir James Hall’s Essay on Gothic A rehiteoiuro ia published in 
7^he mUnhurgh Philosophical Tramnctn>u$, 


Bark Knight of LM(lesdal€.—T. 15. 

Note 2 C. 

Williara Douglas, called the Knight of Lidde.sdale, flou- 
rished during the reign of David II., and was so distinguished ijgjiQ i^ondrous Michael Scott.— J*. 15. 

by his valour, that he was called the Flower of Chivalry. Ne- 
vertheless, he tarnished his renown by the cruel murder of Sir Michael Scott of Balwearie flourished during the 13th 
Sir Alexander Ramsay of Dalhousie, originally his friend and century, and was one of the ambassadors sent to bring the 
brother in arms. The King had conferred upon Ramsay the Maid of Norway to Scotland upon the death of Aloxamlor 
sheriffdom of Tcviotdale, to which Douglas ]jrctcnded some III. By a poetical anachronism, he is Imre placed in a later 
claim. In revenge of this preference, the Knight of Lidde.s- era. He was a man of much learning, chiefly acquired in 
dale came down upon Ramsay, while he was administering foreign countries. He wrote a commentary upon Aristoth*, 
justice at Hawick, seized and carried him off to his remote printed at Venice in 14%’; and Hcvcral trcaliscH uimn natural 
and inaccessible castle of Hermitage, where he threw his un- philosophy, from which he appears to have been uddictctl to 
fortunate prisoner horse and man, into a dungeon, and left the abstruse atiulics of judicial astrology, alehymy, physiog- 
him to perish of hunger. It is said, the miserable captive pro- uomy, and chiromancy. Hence he passed among his c<mtcm- 
longed his existence for several days by the corn which fell poraries for a skilful magician. Dempster informs n», that 
from a granary above the vault in which he was confined.! romemherB to have heard in his youth, that the mngic books 
So weak was the royal authority, that David, although highly of Michael Scott were still in existence, hut could not bo 
.incensed at this atrocious murder, found himself obliged to opened without danger, on account of the malignant fiends 
appoint the Knight of Liddesdale successor to his victim, as who were thereby invoked, Dempsleri Hlstm'la htedcsiastien. 
Sheriff of Teviotdale. But he was soon after slain, while hunt- 1627, lib. xii. p. 495. Lesly characterises Michael Scott as 
fog in Ettrick Forest, by his own godson and chieftain, Wil- singularie pJiilosopMcs^ rntronomio’, ac imdieimslautk pres* 

liam, Earl of Douglas, in revenge, according to some authors, tans; dkebatur pmitissimosmagice reemus indagdsse.*^ DanU 
of Ramsay’s murder ; although a popular tradition, preserved also mentions him as a renowned wizard 
ina ballad qu^a by Godscroft. andeomep^ofjMcha^ „ ^ 

jtdl pr«omd. a.,onbea the «,antment of fto Earl to ea- voranionto 

lousy. Tho plaoo whore the KmghtofMdosdalo^ltffl^. ^ „ 

is called, from his name, W ilham-Cross, upon the ridge of a ^ ^ ^ « 

hill called William-hope, betwixt Tweed and Yarrow. His > 

body, according to Godscroft, was carried to Liudean church A personage, thus spoken of by biographers ami historimm, 

the first n ight after his death, and thence to Melrose where he loses little of his mystical fame in vulgar tradition. Accorti- 
was interred with great pomp, and where his tomb is still ingly, the memory of Sir Michael Scott survives in many a le- 
sliown. send ; and in the south of Scotland, any work of great labour 

and antiquity, is ascribed, either to the agency of 

Michael, of Sir William Wallace, or of the devil. Tradition 

varies concerning the place of his burial ; some conteml for 
Note 2 B. Home Coltrame, in Cumberland ; othens for Melrose Abbey, 

But all agree, that his books of magic were interred in his 
The moon on the east oriel shone.— -P, 15. grave, or preserved in the convent where he died. SatcliellH, 

wishing to give some authority for his account of the origin of 
It is impossible to conceive a more beautiful specimen of the name of Scott, pretends, that, in 16^9, he chanced to be at 
the lightness and elegance of Gothic architecture, when in Burgh under Bowness, in Cumberland, where a person, named 
its purity, than the eastern window of Melrose Abbey. Sir Lancelot Scott, showed him an extract from Michael Scott’s 
James Hall of Dunglas, Bart., has, with great ingenuity and works, containing that story 
plausibility, traced the Gothic order through its various forms 
and seemingly eccentric ornaments, to an architectural imi- 
tation of wicker work ; of which, as we loam from some of 
the legends, the earliest Christian churches were constructed. 

In such an edifice, the original of the clustered, pillars is traced 


He said the book which ho gave me 
Was of Sir Michael Scott’s historic ; 

Which lustoi 7 was never yet read through, 
Nor never will, for no man dare it do. 


! There is something affecting in the manner in which the 
old Prior of Lochleven turns from describing the death of the 
gallant Ramsay, to the general sorrow wliich it excited 


Tlie ry'che and pure him menyde bath. 

For of his dedc wes mekil skath.” 

Some years ago, a person digging for stones, about the old 
castle of Hermitage, broke into a vault, coiitainiiig a quantity 
of chaff, some bones, and pieces of iron ; amongst others, the 
curb of an ancient bridle which the author has since given to 
the Earl of Dalhousie, 'under the impression that it possibly 
may be a relic of his bravo ancestor. The worthy clergyman 
of the parish has mentioned this discovery in, his bitatistical 
Account of Castletown, 


To tell you there of the manere. 

It is hot sorrow for til here ; 

He wes the grettast menyd man 
That ony cowth have thowcht of than, 
Of his state, or of mare be fare : 

All menyt him, bath bettyy and war ; 
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Yotiiss: Bcholats liavo pidi’d out sometTiing 
From thu contents, that dare not read within. 

ITo carried me along the castle tlion, 

And shew’d his written book hanging on an iron pin. 

His writing pen did seem to me to he 
Of hardened metal, like steel, or aceumic ; 

The volume of it did seem so large to me, 

As the Book of Martyrs and Turks historic. 

Then in the church he let me see 
A stone where Mr. Michael Scott did lie ; 

I asked at him how that could appear, 

Mr. Michael had been dead above five hundred year? 

He shew’d me none durst bury under that stone. 

More than he had been dead a few years agone ; 

For Mr. Alichael’s name does terrific each one.” 

History of the Right Honourable Hameof^coTT. 


Note 2 D. 

Salamanexi's P. 15. 

Spain, from the relics, doubtless, of Arabian learning and 
superstition, was accounted a favourite residence of magicians. 
Pope Sylvester, who actually imported from Spain the use of 
the Arabian numerals, was supposed to have learned there 
the magic, for which he was stigmatized by the ignorance of 
his age,— W illiam ofMalmshury, lib. ii. cap. 10. There were 
public schools, where magic, or rather the sciences supposed 
to involve its mysteries, were regularly taught, at Toledo, Se- 
ville, and Salamanca. In the latter city, they were held in a 
deep cavern ; tlie mouth of which was walled up by Queen 
Isabella, wiie of King Ferdinand.— D’Auton on Learned In'- 
cred'Ulify;, p. 45. These Spanish schools of magic are celebra- 
ted also by the Italian poets of romance 

** Questo citth di Tollcto solca 
Tenere studio di negrornanziu, 

Qiiivi di magica arte si leggea 
Pubblicamente, e di peromanzia ; 

E molti geonianti .sernpre avea, 

Esperimenti assai d’ idromanzia 
E] d’ altre false opinion’ di sciocchi 
Come d fatture, o spesso butter gli oeclii,” 

U Morgmxte Maggiorc, Canto xxv. St. 259. 

The celebrated magician Maugis, cousin to Rinaldo of Mont- 
alban, called, by Ariosto, Malagigi, studied the black art at 
Toledo, as we learn from VHistolre de Maugis H Jygremont 
He even held a profe.ssor’s chair in the necromantic univer- 
sity ; for so I interpret the passage, “ qidon tous les sept ars 
d* enchantment, descharmes et conjurations, il rCy avoit meil- 
lieur maisirc que lui/ et en td renom qu'on U Mssoit en 
chaise, et Vapgelloit on maistre Maugis.*^ TMs Salamancan 
Domdaniel is said to have been founded by Hercules. If the 
classic rcailer inquires where Hercules himself learned ma- 
gic, he may consult “ Lcs /aids at processes du noble et vallr 
lant Hercules,” where he wuli leant, that the fable of his aid- 
ing Atlas to support the heavens, arose from the said Atlas 
having taught Hercules, the noble knight-errant, the seven 
liberal sciences, and in particular, that of judicial astrology. 
Such, according to the idea of the middle ages, were the stu- 
dies, “maxinrus qutc.docnii Atlas a romantic history of 
Hoderic, the last Gothic King of Spain, he is said to have 
entered one of those enchanted caverns. It was situatjed be- 
neath an ancient tower near Toledo ; and when the iron gates, 
which secured the entrance, were unfolded, there rushed forth 
so dreadful a whirlwind, that hitherto no one had dared to 
penetrate into its rece8.ses. But Kodcric, threatened with an 
invasion of the Moors, resolved to enter the cavern, where he 
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expected to find some prophetic intimation of the event of 
the war.- Accordingly, his train being furnished with torches, 
so artificially composed that the tempest could not extiiiguish 
them, the King, with great difficulty, penetrated into a square 
hall, inscrihed all over with Arabian characters. In the 
midst stood a colossal statue of brass, representing a Saracen 
wielding a Moorish mace, with which it discharged furious 
blows on all sides, and seemed thus to excite the tempest 
which raged around. Being conjured by Roderic, it ceased 
from striking, until he read, inscrihed on the right hand, 
Wrelclwi Monarch, for thy exit hast thou come hither on 
I tne left band, “ Thou shaltbedispossessedby a strange people;’* 
on one shoulder, ** I invoke the soiis of Hagar; ’* on the other, 

“ I do mine ojjicef When the King had deciphered these 
ominous inscriptions, the statue returned to its exercise, the 
tempest commenced anew, and Roderic retired, to mourn 
over the predicted evils which approached his throne. He 
caused the gates of the cavern to he locked and barricaded ; 
but, in the course of the night, the tower fell with a tremen- 
dous noise, and underits ruins concealed for ever the entrance 
to the mystic cavern. The conquest of Spain by the Saracens, 
and the death of the unfortunate Don Roderic, fulfilled the 
prophecy of the brazen statue. Historia verdadera del Rey 
Hon Rodrigo por el Sabio Alcayde Abulcacim, traduzeda de la 
lengua Arabiga por Miquel de Luna, 16'54, cap. vi. 


“ Tantamne rem tarn iiegligenterf” says Tvrwhitt, of Ins 
predecessor, Speight; who, in his commentary on Chaucer, 
had omitted, us trivial and fabulous, the story of Wade and 
his boat Guiugelot, to the great prejudice of posterity, the 
memory of the hero and the boat being now entirely lost. That 
future antiquaries may lay no such omission to my charge, I 
have noted one or two of the most current traditions con- 
cerning Michael Scott. He was chosen, it is said, to go upon 
an embassy, to obtain from the King of France satisfaction 
for certain piracies committed by his subjects upon those of 
Scotland. Instead of preparing a new equipage and splendid 
I retinue, the ambassador retreated to his study, opened his 
hook, and evoked a fiend in the shape of a huge black horse, 
mounted upon his back, and forced liim to fiy through the 
air towards France. As they crossed the sea, the devil insi- 
diously asked his rider. What it was that the old women of 
Scotland muttered at bed-time ? A less experienced wizard 
might have answered that it was the Pater Noster, which 
would have licensed the devil to precipitate him from 
his hack. But Michael sternly replied, “What is that to 
thee ?— Mount, DiaboluS, and fly!” When he arrived at 
Paris, he tied his horse to the gate of the palace, entered, and 
boldly delivered his message. An ambassador, with so little 
of the pomp and circumstance of diplomacy, -was not received 
with mneh respect, and the King was about to return a con- 
temptuous refusal to his demand, when Michael besought 
him to suspend his resolution till he had seen his horse stamp 
three times. The first stamp shook every steeple in Paris, and 
caused all the bells to ring ; the second threw down three of 
the towers of the palace ; and the infernal steed had lifted Ins 
hoof to give the third stamp, when the King rather chose to 
dismiss Michael, with the most amjile concessions, than to 
stand to the probable consequences. Another time, it is said, 
that, when residing at the Tower of Oakwood, upon the Et- 
trick, about three miles above Selkirk, he heard of the fame 
of asoi ceress, called the Witch of Falsehope, who lived on the 
opposite side of the river. Michael went one morning to put 
her skill to the test, but was disappointed, by her denying 
positively any knowledge of the necromantic art. In his db- 


Note 2 E. 

The hells icould ring in Notre Dame.—'T. 15. 
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cuarse with her, he laid hia wand inadvertentTy on tb© tablo, ' 
which the hag observing, suddenly' snatched it up, and struck 
him with it. Fooling tlio iorce of the charm, h© rushed out 
of the house ; but, as it liad conferred ou him the external 
ap])earance of a hare, his servant, -who ■waited without, hal- 
loo’d upon the discomhtml wizard his own greyhounds, and 
pursued him so close, that, in order to obtain a moment’s 
breathing to reverse the charm, Michael, after a very fati- 
guing course, was fain to take refuge in his own jawhok ( /in- 
gUce, common sewer.) In order to revenge himself of the 
witch of Falsehope, Michael, one morning in the ensuing har- 
vest, went to the hill above the house with his dogs, and sent 
down his servant to ask a bit of bread from the goodwife for 
his greyhounds, with instructions what to do if he met 'With a 
denial. Accordingly, when the witch had refused the boon 
with contumely, the servant, as his master had directed, laid 
above the door a paper which he had given him, containing, 
amongst many cabalistical words, the well-known rhyme, — 

“ Maister Michael Scott's man 

Sought meat, and gat nane.” 

Immediately the good old woman, instead of pursuing her 
domestic occupation, which was baking bread for the reap-' 
ers, began to dance round the fire, repeating the rhyme, and 
continued this exercise till her husband sent the reapers to 
the house, one after another, to ace what had delayed their 
provision ; hut the charm caught each as they entered, and, 
losing all idea of returning, they joined in the dance and 
chorus. At length the old man himself went to the house ; 
but as hia wife’s frolic with Mr. Michael, whom he had seen 
on the hill, made him a little cautious, he contented himself 
with looking in at the window, and saw the reapers at their 
involuntary exercise, dragging his wife, now completely ex- 
hausted, sometimes round, and sometimes through, the *fire, 
which was, as usual, in the midst of the house. Instead of 
entering, he saddled a horse, and rode up the hill, to humble 
himself before Michael, and. beg a cessation of the spell ; 
■which the good-natured warlock immediately granted, direct- 
ing him to enter the house backwards, and, with his left hand, 
take the spell from above the door; which accordingly ended 
the supernatural dance. —This tale was told less particularly 
in former editions, and I have been censured for inaccuracy 
in doing so.— A similar charm occurs in Hum tie Bourdeaux, 
and in the ingenious Oriental tale, called the Caliph Vathek, 
Notwithstanding his victory over the "witch of Falsehope, 
Michael Scott, like his predecessor, Merlin, fell at last a vic- 
tim to female art. His wife, or concubine, elicited from him 
the secret, that his art could ward off any danger except tlie 
poisonous qualities of broth, made of the flesh of a. breme sow. 
Such a mess she accordingly administered to the wizard, who | 
died in consequence of eating it ; surviving, however, long 
enough to put to death hjs treacherous confidant. 


Note 2 F. 

The words that cleft Eildon MU in three,— V. 15. 

Michael Scott was, once upon a time, much embarrassed 
by a spirit, for whom he was under the necessity of finding 
constant employment. He commanded him to build a cauld, 
or dam-hcad, across the Tweed at Kelso ; it was accomplished 
in one night, and still does honour to the infernal architect. 
Michael next ordered, that Eildon hill, which was then a 
uniform cone, should be divided into three. Another night 
was sufficient to part its summit into the three picturesque 
peaks which it now bears.. At length the enchanter con- 
quered this indefatigable demon, by employing him in the 
hopeless and endless task of making ropes out of sea-sand. 


Note 2 0, 

That lamp shall burn tmiKenehahlg^ 

Until the eternal doom, shall /;<■.— P. 16. 

Baptista Porta, and other authors who treat of natural 
gic, talk much of eternal lamps, preteudcHl to have bf'cn found 
burning in ancient sepulchres. Fortunius Licetua investigates 
the subject in a treatise, De I/ucernis Anliquvrum Jleeonditis, 
published at Venice, 1621, One of these perpetual lamps is 
said to have been discovered in the tomb of Tulliola, the 
daughter of Cicero. The wick was Bup])osed to be composed 
of asbestos. Kircher enumerates three diflerent recipes lor 
constructing such lamps; and wisely conclude.^, that the 
thing is nevertheless impossible.— Sid/terrannens, p. 
72. .Delrio imputes the fabrication of such lights to magical 
skill.— I>isq7j,lsiiUines Mtu/lcce, p. 58. In a very rare romance, 
which “ treateth of the life of Virgilius, and of his doth, and 
ina7iy marvayles that ho dyd in his lyfe-time, by wyohecrafte 
and nygrainancye, throughc the helpe of the devyl.s of Itell,'* 
mentu>n i.s made of a very extraordinary process, in which one 
of tliese mystical lamps was emi»loyod. ft seemH that Virgil, 
as he advanced in yeans, became desirous of renovating his 
youth hy magieal art. For this pin'pose he constructed n soli- 
tary tower, having only one narrow portal, in which he placed 
twenty-four copper figures, armed with iron flails, twelve on 
each side of the porch. These enchanted statues struck wit h 
their flails incessantly, and rendered all entrance impossiUje, 
unless when Virgil touched the spring, which aloppctl tludr 
motion. To this tower he repaired privately, attended by one 
trusty servant, to whom he communicated the secret of the 
entrance, and hither they conveyed all the magician’s trea- 
sure. “ Then sayde Virgilius, my dere beloved frende, ami 
he that I above alle men trust© and knowo moosto of my 
secret ' and then he led the man into a cellar, where he 
made a fager lamp at all seasons huniynge, *' And then sayd 
Virgilius to the man, ‘So you the harrel that standeth here? 
and he sayd, yea : * Therein must thou put me ; fyrst ye must 
slee me, and howe mo small© tt> iiieecs, and cut my hed in 
iiii pieces, and salte the heed under in the bottom, and then 
the pieces there after, and my herte in the rnyddel, and then 
sot the barrel under the lampe, that nyghte and day the fat 
therein may droppe and leake ; and ye shall ix dayes long, 
ones in the day, fyll the lampe, and fayle nat. And when this 
is all done, then shall I be reneuCd, and made yongo agen.” 
At this extraordinary proposal, tho confidant was sore abash- 
ed, and made some scruple of obeying his master’s commands. 
At length, however, ho complied, and Virgil was slain, pick- 
led, and harrellcd up, in all respects according to his own 
direction. Tlie servant then loft the tower, taking care to put 
the copper thrashers in motion at his departure. He continued 
daily to visittlie tower with the same precaution. Meanwhile, 
the emperor, with whom Virgil was a great favourite, missed 
him from the court, and demanded of his servant where he 
was. The domestic pretended ignorance, till tho empcrfjr 
threatened him with death, when at length he conveyed him 
to the enchanted tower. The same threat extorted a discovery 
of tho mode of stopping the statues from wielding their flails. 

« And then the omperour entered into the castle with all hi» 
folke, and sought all ahonte in every corner after Virgilius ; 
and at the laste they sought so longe, that they came into the 
seller, where they sawe the lamp© hang over tho barrcll, 
where Virgilius lay in deed. Then asked the emperour the 
man, who had made hym so herdy to put his raaystcr Virgi- 
lius so to dethe; and tlie man answered no word© to the em- 
perour, And then the emperour, with great anger, drewe out 
his sworde, and slewe he there Virgilius’ man. And w hen all 
this was done, then sawe the emperour, and all Ins folke, a 
naked child iii tyines rennynge about tho barrell, say uge these 
wordes, ‘ Cursed bo tho tyme that ye ever came here/ And 
with those words vanyshed the ehylde awniye, and was never 
sene ageyn ; and thus abyd Virgilius in the barrcll decd,”-^ 
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FirpBimt bl. lec., printed at Antvrorpe by John Boesborcico. 
This curious volume is in the valuable library of Mr. Douce ; 
and is supposed to be a translation from the French, printed 
in Flanders for the English market. See Gozfjet Biblioth, 
Fnmc, ix. 225, CaUilqfue, de la BihlioMque Nationale, tom. 
ii. p, 6. J)e Bure, No. 0857. 


Note 2 H, 

Then Vdoraine, in terror, took 

From the cold hand the Mighty Book, 

Be thought, as he took it, the dead man froum*d,'—B. 16. 

William of Dcloraiue might be strengthened in this belief 
by the well-known story of the Cid Ruy Diaz. When the 
body of tliat famous Christian champion was sitting in state 
by the high altar of the cathedral church of Toledo, where it 
remained for ten years, a certain malicious Jew attempted to 
pull him by tlm beard ; but he had no sooner touched the 
formidable whiskers, than the corjise started up, and half un- 
sheathed his sword. The Israelite fled ; and so permanent 
was the effect of his terror, that he became Christian.— H e v- 
woon’s Hierarchie, p. 480, quoted from Sebastian Cobarru- 
vias Crozee, ; 


Note 2 I. 

'The Baron's Dwar/his courser hdd.—V. 18. 

TIu? idea of Lord Cvauatoun’s Gohliu Page is taken from a 
being called Gilpin Horner, w'ho ajtpcarcd, and made some 
stay, at a fann-housc among tlm Border-mountains. A gen- 
tleman of that country has noted down the following particu- 
lars concerning his appearance : — 

“ The only certain, at least most probable account, that 
ever 1 heard of Gilpin Horner, was from an old man, of the 
name of Anderson, who was horn, and lived all liislifeat Tod- 
shaw-hill, in Eskedalo-muir, the place where Gil] »in appeared 
and staid for some time. He said there were two men, late 
in the evening, when it w'as growing dark, employed in fas- 
tening the horses upon the uttermost part of their ground, 
(that is, tying their forefeet together, to hinder them from 
travelling fur in the night,) wdien they heard a voice, at some 
distance, crying, * 'Tint/ Tint! Tiutl'^ One of the men, 
named Moffat, called out, ‘ What deil has tint you ? Come 
here.' Immediately a creature, of something like a human 
form, appeared. It wiis surprisingly little, distorted in fea- 
tures, and misshapen in limbs. As soon as the two men 
could see it plainly, they ran home in a great fright, imagi- 
ning they had met with some goblin. By the way, Moffat 
fell, and it ran over him, and was home at the house as soon 
as either of them, and staid there a long time ; but 1 cannot 
say how long. It was real flesh and blood, and ate and , 
drank, was fond of cream, and, when it could get at it, would 
destroy a great deal. It seemed a mischievous creature ; and 
any of the children whom it could master, it would beat and 
scratcli w'ithout mercy. It was once abusing a child belong- 
ing to the same Moffat, who had been so frightened by its first 
appearance ; and he, in a passion, struck it so violent a blow 
u])on the side of the head, that it tumbled upon the ground *, 
but it was not stunned; for it set up its head directly, and 
exclaimed, ‘ Ah, hah, Will o’ Moffat, you strike sair!' (viz. 
sore.) After it had staid there long, one evening, when the 
women W'cre milking the cows in the loan, it was playing 
among the children re^ar by them, when suddenly they heard 
a loud shrill voice cry three times, ‘ Gilpin Horner!* It 


started, and said, * That is me, X must away* and instantly 
disappeared, and was never heard of more. Old Anderson 
did not remember it, but said, he had often heard his father, 
and other old men in the place, who were there at the time, 
speak about it ; and in my younger years I have often heard 
it mentioned, and never met with any who had the remotest 
doubt as to the truth of the story ; although, I must own, I 
cannot help thinking there must be some misrepresentation 
in it.” — To this account, I have to add the following particu- 
lars from the most respectable authority. Besides constantly 
repeating the word tint / tint! Gilpin Homer was often heard 
to call upon Peter Bertram, or Be-te-ram, as he pronounced 
the word; and when the shrill voice called Gilpin Homer, 
he immediately acknowledged it was the summons of the 
said Peter Bertram ; who seems therefore to have been the 
devil who had tint, or lost, the little imp. As much has been 
objected to Gilpin Homer, on account of his being supposed 
rather a device of the author than a popular superstition, I 
can only say, that no legend which I ever heard seemed to bo 
more universally credited ; and that many persons of very 
good rank, and qpnsiderable information, are well known to 
repose absolute faith in the tradition. 


■■■■.■ Note 2 K. ■ ' 

But the Ladye of Branksome gather'd a hand 

Of the best that would ride at her comnumd. — P. 18. 

■ ■ 

j *'* Upon 25th June, 1.557, Dame Janet Beatoune Lady Buc- 
' clcuch, and a great number of the name of Scott, delaitit 
' (accused) for coming to the kirk of St. Mary of the Lowes, to 
, the number of two hundred jjersons bodin in feire of weirc, 
(arrayed in armour), and breaking open the door of the said 
j Idrk, in order to aj^prehend the Laird of Cranstoune for his 
destruction.” On the 20th July, a warrant from the Queen 
is presented, discharging tho justice to proceed against the 
Lady Buccleuch while nevr caWiiig— Abridgment of Books of 
Adjournal, in Advocates* Lz'&rary.— The following proceedings 
upon this case appear on the record of the Court of Justiciary : 
On the 25th of June, L557, Robert Scott, in Bowhill parish, 
priest of the kirk of St. Mary’s, accused of the convocation of 
the Queen’s lieges, to the number of two hundred persons, in 
warlike array, with jacks, helmets, and other weapons, and 
marching to tho chapel of St. Mary of the Lowes, for the 
slaughter of Sir Peter Cranstoun, out of ancient feud and 
malice prepense, and of breaking tho doors of the said kirk, 
is replcdged by the Archbishop of Glasgow. The bail given 
by Robert Scott of Allanhaugh, Adam Scott of Burnfute, 
Robert Scott in Howfurde, Walter Scott in Todsliawhaugh, 
Walter Scott younger of Synton, Thomas Scott of Hayning, Ro- 
bert Scott, William Scott, and James Scott, brothers of the said 
Walter Scott, Walter Scott in theWoll, and Walter Scott, 
son of William Scott of Harden, and James Wemyss in Eck- 
ford, all accused of the same crime, is declared to be for- 
feited. On the same day, Walter Scott of Synton, and Wal- 
ter Chisholme of Chisholme, and William Scott of Harden, 
became bound, jointly and severally, that Sir Peter Cran- 
stoun, and his kindred and servants, should receive no injury 
from them in future. At tho same time, Patrick Murray of 
Fallohill, Alexander Stuart, uncle to the Laird of Trakwdiare, 
John Murray of Newhall, John Fairlye, residing in Selkirk, 
George Tait, younger of Pirn, John Pennycuke of Pennycuke, 
James Ramsay of Cokpen, the Laird of Fassyde, and the 
Laird of Henderstoune, were all severally fined for not at- 
tending as jurors ; being probably either in alliance with the 
accused parties, or dreading their vengeance. Upon the 20th 
of July following, Scott of Synton, Chisholme of Chisholme, 
Scott of Harden, Scott of Ho^vpaslie, Scott of Burnfute, with 
many others, are ordered to appear at next calling, under the 
pains of treason. But no farther procedure seems to have 


I Ti>if .signifies lost 
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taken plaec. It is said, that, npan this rising, the Mrk of St. 
Atary-was burnt Tby tho Scotts. 


Note 2 L. 

Lfjfut. a look-bosom* (I prirst-^P, 19. 

** At XJntbank, two miles N.E. from the church (of Ewes), 
there are the ruing of a chapel for divine service, in time of 
Popery, There is a tradition, that friars were wont to come 
from Melrose or Jedburgh, to baptise and marry in this pa- 
rish ; and from being in use to carry the mass-hook in their 
bosoms, they were called by the inhabitants, Book-a-bosomes. 
There is a man yet alive, who knew old men who had been 
baptised by these Book-a-bosomes, and who says one of them, 
called Hair, used this parish for a very long timn.'^—Accaimt 
qf Parish ofEwes, apud Mav/arlane^s MSS. 


Note 2 M. ' • 

Jll was delusion^ naught was iruih.--P. 20. 

Glamoitr, in the legends of Scottish superstition, means the 
magic power of imposing on the eyesight of the spectators, so 
that the appearance of an object shall he totally different 
from the redlity. The transformation of Michael Scott by 
the witch of Ealsehope, already mentioned, was a genuine 
operation of glamour. To a similar charm the ballad of 
Johnny Ea’ imputes the fascination of the lovely Countess, 
who eloped with that gipsy leader « 

** Sae soon aa they saw hex weel-far’d face, 

They cast the glamour o’er her.’* 

It was formerly used even in war. In 1381, when tho Duke 
of Anjou lay before a strong castle, upon the coast of Naples, 
a necromancer offered to ** make the ayre so thycke, that 
they within shall thynke that there is a great bridge on the 
see (hy which the castle was surrounded) for ten men to go a 
front ', and whan they within the castle se this bridge, they 
will he so afrayde, that they shall yeldc them to your mercy. 
The Duke demanded,—* Fayre Master, on this bridge that ye 
speke of, may our people assuredly go thereon to the castell, 
to assay le it ? * Syr,’ quod the enchantour, * I dare not as- 

sure you that ; for if any that passeth on the bridge make the 
signe of the crosse on hym, all shall go to noughte, and they 
that be on the bridge shall fall into the see.’ Then the Duke 
began to laugh ; and a certain of young knightes, that were 
there present, said, * Syr, for godsake, let the mayster assey 
his cunning; weshalllevemakingof any signe of the crosse on 
us for that tyme.’ ” The Earl of Savoy, shortly after, entered 
the tent, and recognised in the enchanter the same person 
who had put the castle into the power of Sir Charles de la 
Pa 3 rx, who then held it, by persuading the garrison of the 
Queen of Naples, through magical deception, that the sea was 
coming over the walls. Tlie sage avowed the feat, and added, 
that he was the man in the world moat dreaded by Sir Charles 
de la Pays, * By my fayth,’ quod the Earl of Savoy, * ye 
say well ; and I wUl that Syr Charles de la Payx shall know 
that he hath gret wronge to fear you. But I shall assure hym 
of you ; for ye shall never do enchantment to deceyve hym, 
nor yet none other, I wolde nat that in tyme to come we 
shulde be reproached that in so high an enterprise as we bo 
in, wherein there be so many noble knyghtes and squyres 
assembled, that we shulde do any thyng be enchantment, nor 
that we shulde wyn our enemys be suche crafte,’ Then lie 


called to Mm a servaunt, and said, * Go, and get a hangtnnrr, 
and let him stryke off this mayster’s heed without delay ; ’ ami 
as soone sxs the Erie had commanded it, incontynent it was 
done, for his heed was stryken of before the Erie's tent.*'— 
Froissart, vol. i. ch. 391,392. 

Tho art of glamour, or other fascuiation, was aiuntsntly a 
principal part of the skill of tha jonglem\ or juggler, whoso 
tricks formed much of the amusement of a Gothic castle. 
Some instances of this art may he found in tho Mirntrclsg v/ 
tho Scottish Border, vol. iv. p. 1(){J, In a strange allegorical 
poem, called the Houlat, written by a dependent of the 
house of Douglas, about 1452-3, the jay, in an assembly of 
birds, plays th e part of the juggler. His feats of ghumnir are 
thus described;— 

** He gart them see, as it semyt in samyn houre. 
Hunting at herdis in holtis so hair ; 

Some sailand on the see schippis of toure, 

Bernis battalland on burd brim as a Imre ; 

He coulde cai 7 e tho coup of the kingis dos, 

Syne leva in tho stede, 

Bot a black bunwede ; 

He could of a henis hedo 
Make a man mes. 

He gart tho Emproure trow, and trewlye behahij, 
Tl'uit tho cnr«6*myA', tho pundere sit hand, 

Had poyndit all Ms pris hors in a poynd fald, 

Because thai etc of tl»e corn in the kirklsind. 

Ho could wirk windaris, quhut way that he wsld, 

Mak a gray gus a gold garland, 

A lang spere of a bittile, for a berne bald, 

Nobilis of nutschellcs, and silver of sand. 

Thus joukit with juxters the janglane ja, 

Fair lady es in ringis, 

Knychtisin caralyngie, 

Bayth dansisand siugis, 

It semyt as sa.” 


Note 2 N. 

Noic, if you ask who gave the stroke, 

I cannot tell, so mot I thrive ! 

It was not gi ven by man P, 20, 

Dr. Heniy More, in a letter prefixed to Glanville’s Sadv^ 
clsmus Triumphatus, mentions a similar phonomcnon, 

** I remember an old gentleman in the country, of my ac- 
quaintance, an excellent justice of peace, and a piece of a 
mathematician; hut what kind of a philosopher he was, you 
may understand from a rhyme of his own making, which ho 
commended to me at my taking horse in his yard, which rhyme 
is this:— 

* Ens is notliing till sense finds out : 

Sense ends in nothing, so naught goe.s about.* 

Which rhyme of his was so rapturous to himself, that, on tho 
reciting of the second verse, the old man turned himself about 
upon his toe as nimbly as one may observe a dry leaf whisked 
round the comer of an orchard- walk by some little whirl- 
wind. With this philosopher I have had many discourses 
concerning the immortality of the soul and its distinction; 
when I have mn him quite down hy reason, he would hut 
laugh at me, and say this is logic, H, (calling me by my Chris- 
tian name,) to which I replied, this is reason, father L. {for 
so I used and some others to call him ;) but it seems you iu*e 
for the new lights, and immediate insiuration, which I con- 
fess he was as little for as for the other ; but I said so only 
in the way of drollery to him in those times, but truth % 
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nothing but x>a]pable experience would move Inm : and being 
a bold man, and fearing nothing, he told me ho had used all 
the magical ceremonies of conjuration he could, to raise the 
devil or a spirit, and had a most earnest desire to meet with 
one, but never could do it. But this he told mo, when he did 
not so much as think of it, while his servant was pulling oif 
bis boots in the hall, some invisible hand gave him such a 
clap upon the back, that it made all ring again ; ‘ so/ thought 
he now, * I am invited to the converse of my spirit,* and 
therefore, so soon as his boots were off, and his shoes on, out 
he goes into the yard and next field, to find out the spirit that 
had given him this familiar clap on the back, but found none 
neither in the yard nor field next to it. 

*‘ But though he did not feel this stroke, albeit he thought 
it afterwards (finding nothing came of it) a mere delusion ; 
yet not long before his death, it had more force with him than 
all the philosophical arguments I could use to him, though I 
could wind him and nonplus him as I pleased ; but yet all my 
arguments, how solid soever, made no impression upon him; 
wherefore, after several rea.sonings of this nature, whereby I 
would prove to him the soul’s distinction from the body, and 
its immortality, when nothing of such subtile consideration 
did any more execution on his mind than some lightning is 
said to do, though it melts the sword, on the fuzzy cousis» 
tcncy of the scabbard,—* Well,’ said I, ‘father L., though 
none of these things move you, I have something still behind, 
and what yourself has acknowledged to be true, that may do 
the business Do you remember the clap on your back when 
your servant was pulling off your boots iu the hall ? Assure 
yotirself, says I, father L., that goblin will he the first to bid 
you welcome into the other world.* Upon that his counte- 
nance changed most sensibly, and he was more confounded 
with this rubbing up his memory, than with all the rational 
or philosophical argumentations that I could produce,” 


Note 2 0. 

The nmning ^Uream dissolved ike spdL—'P. 50. 

It is a firm article of popular faith, that no enchantment 
can subsist in a living stream. Nay, if you can interpose a 
brook betwixt you and witches, spectres, or even fiends, you 
are in perfect safety. Burns’s inimitable Tain o* Shunter 
turns entirely upon such a circumstance. The belief seems 
to be of antiquity. Bronipton informs us, that certain Irish 
wizards could, by spells, convert earthen clods, or stones, into 
fat pigs, which they sold in the market, but which always 
reassumed their proper form when driven by the deceived 
imrehaser across a running stream. But Brompton is severe 
on the Irish for a very good reason. “ Gens ista spurcissima 
non solvunt deeimas .”— Johamiis Brompton apud 
deem Scriptores, p. 1076. 


Note 2 P. 

lie never counted him a man, 
fVoidd strike helm the kuee.~~V. 21. 

Imitated from Drayton’s account of Robin Hood and his 
followers 

“ A hundred valiant men had this brave Robin Hood, 

Still ready at his call, that bowmen were right good * 

All clad in Lincoln green, with caps of red and blue, 

His fellow’s winded horn not one of them but know. 


When setting to their lips their bugles shrill. 

The warbling echoes waked from every dale and hill ; 

Their bauldrics set with studs athwart thel shoulders cast. 
To which under their arms their sheafs were buckled fast, 

A short sword at their belt, a buckler scarce a span, 

Who struck below the knee not counted then a man. 

.A 11 made of Spanish yew, their bows were wondrous strong. 
They not an arrow drew but was a cloth-yard long. 

Of archery they had the very perfect craft. 

With broad arrow, or but, or prick, or roving shaft,” 

Poly~Albiony Sjng 26. 

To wound an antagonist in the thigh, or leg, was reckoned 
pontrary to the law of arms. In a tilt betwixt Oawain Mi- 
chael, an English squire, and Joachim Cathore, a Frenchman, 
“ they met at the speare poyntes rudely; the French squyer 
justed right pleasantly ; the Englishman ran too lowe, for ho 
strak the Frenchman depe into the thigh. Wherewith the 
Erie of Buckingham was right sore disphiasecl, and so were all ^ 
the other lords, and sayde how it was shamefully done.”— * 
Froissart, vol. i. chap. 3G6. Upon a similar occasion, “ the 
two knyghts came a fote eche against other rudely, with their 
speares low couched, to stryke eche other within the foure 
quarters. Johan of Castell-Morant strako the English squyer 
on the brest in such wyse, that Syr W yilyam Fermetonc 
stombled and bowed, for his fote a lyttcl faylcd him. Lie 
helde his speare lowe with both his haudes, and coude nat 
amende it, and strake Syr Johan of the Castell-Morant in tho 
thighe, so that the sjieaTc "went clenc throughe, that the heed 
was sene a handful! on the other syde. And Syr Johan with 
the stroke rcled, but he fell nat. Than the Englyshe knyghtes 
and squyers were ryghtc sore displeased, and sayde how it 
was a foule stroke. Syr Wyllam Fermeton excused himaelfe, 
and sayde how he was sorie of that adventure, and howe that 
yf he had knoweiithat it shulde have bene so, he w'olde never 
have begon it ; sayengo how be could nat amende it, by cause 
of glaunsing of his fote by constraynt of tho great stroke that 
Syr Johan of tho Castell-Morant had given him.”— Froissart 
vol. i. chai). 373 . 


Note 2 Q. 

She dreiv the splinter from the wound. 

And with a charm she stanch'd the hlood^—B. 21. 

See several charms for this purpose in Reginald Scott’s Bis- 
covery qf Witchcraft, p. ^3. 

“ Tom Potts was but a serving man, 

But yet he was a doctor good ; 

He bound his handkerchief on the wound. 

And with some kinds of words he stanched the blood.” 
Pieces of Ancient Popular Poetry, Loud. 17UI, p. 131 


Note 2 R. 

But she has ta'en the broken lance. 

And wash'd it from the clotted pore. 

And salved the splinter o'er and o’er.— P. 22. 

Sir Kenelni Digby, in a discourse upon the cure by sympa- 
thy, pronounced at Montpelier before an assembly of nobles 
and learned men, translated into English by B. White, gen- 
tleman, and published in 1658, gives us tho following curious 
surgical case 

“ Mr. James Howel (well known in France for his puhlir 
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worir8> and particularly for his J)endroiQffie, translated into 
French by Mens. Baudouin) coming by chance, as two of lus 
best friends were fighting in duel, lie did his endeavour to 
part them ; and, putting himselfc between them, seized, with 
his left hand, upon the hilt of the sword of one of the com- 
batants, while with his right hand, he laid hold of the blade 
of the other. They, being transported with fury one against 
the other, straggled to rid themselves of the binderance their 
friend made, that they should not Mil one another ; and one 
of them roughly drawing the blade of his sword, cuts to the 
very bone the nerves and muscles of Mr. Howel's hand ; and 
then the other disengaged his hilts, and gave a crosse blow on 
his adversarie's head, which glanced towards his friend, who 
heaving up Ms sore hand to save the blow, he was wounded on 
the back of his hand as he had been before within. It seems 
some strange constellation reigned then against him, that he 
should lose so much hload hy parting two such dear friends, 
who, had they been themselves, would have hazarded both 
their lives to have preserved his ; but this involuntary effusion 
ofbloudby them, prevented that which they sholde have drawn 
one from the other. For they, seeing Mr. HoweFs face be- 
smeared with blond, by heaving up his wounded hand, they 
both ran to embrace him; and, having searched his hurts, 
they bound up his hand with one of his garters, to close the 
veins which were cut, and bled abundantly. They brought 
him home, and sent for a surgeon. But this being heard at 
court, the King sent one of his own surgeons ; for his Majesty 
much affected the said Mr. Ho wel. 

** It was my chance U> be lodged hard by him j and four or 
five days after, as I was maMag myself ready, he came to my 
house, and prayed me to view his wounds ; ^ for I understand,* 
said hse^ ‘ that you have extraordinary remedies on such occa- 
sions, and my surgeons apprehend some fear that it may grow 
to a gangrene, and so the hand must be cut off.’ In effect^ Ms 
countenance discovered that he wa3 in much pMn, which he 
said was insupportable, in regard of the extreme inflamma- 
tion. I told him I would willingly serve him ; but if haply he 
knew the manner how I would cure him, without touching or 
seeing him, it maybe he would not expose himself to my man- 
ner of caring, because he would think it, peradventure, either 
Jneffectual or superstitious. He replied, ‘ the wonderful 
tilings which many have related unto me of your way of me- 
dicament, makes me nothing doubt at all of its efficacy ; and 
all that I have to say unto you is comprehended in the Spa- 
nish proverb, JJarfaxe el milagro y Mgalo Jl/a/mwo— -Let the 
miracle be done, though Mahomet do it.’ 

** 1 asked him then for any thing that had the blood upon it ; 
so he presently sent for his garter, where with his hand was first 
hound ; and as I called for a bason of water, as if I would wash 
my hands, I took a handful of powder of vitriol, which I had 
in my study, and presently dissolved it. As soon as thebloudy 
garter was brought me, I put it within the bason, observing, 
in the interim, what Mr. Howel did, who stood talking with a 
gentleman in a corner of my chamber, not regarding at all 
what I was doing ; but he started suddenly, as if he had found 
some strange alteration in himself. I asked him what he 
ailed ? * I know not what ailes me ; but I finde that I feel no 
more pain. Methinks that a pleasing kinde of freshnesse, as 
it were a wet cold najikin, did spread over my hand, which 
hath taken away the inflammation that tormented me before.’ 
—I replied, * Since then that you feel already so good effect 
of my medicament, I advise you to cast away all your play- 
Bters; only keep the wound clean, and in a moderate temper be- 
twixt heat and cold.’ This was presently reported to theDnke 
of Buckingham, and a little after to the King, who were both 
very curious to know the circumstance of the businesse, which 
was, that after: dinner I took the garter out of the water, and 
put it to dry before a great fire. It was scarce dry, but Mr. 
Howel's servant came running, that his master felt as much 
burning M ever he had done, if not more ; for the heat was 
such as if his hand were ’twixt coles of fire. I answered, al- 
ttioagh that had happened at present, yet he should find ease 


in a short time ; for I knew the reason oi this new accirlent, 
and wonld provide accordingly ; for his master should be free 
from that inflammation, it may be before he could possibly 
return to him ; but in case ho found no ease, I wished him to 
come presently back again ; if not, he might forT^ear coming. 
Thereupon he went ; and at the instant I did put again the 
garter into the water, thereupon he found his master without 
any pain at all. To he brief, there was no sense of pain af- 
terward; but within five or six dayes the wounds werft<;ica- 
trized, and entirely healed.”— Page 6. 

The King {James VI.) obtained from Sir Kenelm the dis- 
covery of his secret, which he pretended had been taught 
him by a Carmelite friar, who had learned it in Armenia, or 
Persia, Let not the age of animal magnetism and metallic 
tractors smile at the sympathetic powder of Sir Kenelm^ 
Dighy. Reginald Scott mentions the same mode of cure in 
these terms:— “ And that which is more strange ..... 
they can remedie anie stranger with that verie sword where- 
with they are •wounded. Yea, and that which is beyond all 
admiration, if they stroke the sword upward with their fin- 
gers, the partie shall feelo no pain ; •whereas, if they draw 
their fingers downwards, thereupon the partie wounded shall 
feele intolerable pain.” I presume that the success ascribed 
to tbe sympathetic mode of treatment might arise from the 
pains hestovved in washing the wound, and excluding the 
air, thus bringing on a cure by the first intention. It is in- 
troduced by Dry den in the Bnchantcd Jdand, a (very unne- 
cessary) alteration of the Tmpest 
}. ■■■■ 

Ariel, Anoint the sword which pierced him with this 
Weapon-salve, and wrap it close from air, 

■nil I have time to visit him again.— A(c‘t v. tfc. 2. 

Again, in scene 4th, Miranda enters with Hippolito’s sword 
wrapt up 

“ Hip, 0 my wound pains mo l 

Mir. I am come to ease you, unwraps ike Sword, 

Hip. Alas, I feel the cold air come to me ; 

My wound shoots worse than ever. 

3Iir. Does it still grieve you? [She wipes and anoints ikt 
Sword.} 

Hip. Now, methinks, there’s something laid just upon it, 

Mir. Do you find no ease? 

Hip. Yes, yes; upon the sudden all this pain 
Is leaving me. Sweet heaven, how I am eased !” 


■ Note 2 S. 

On Pmchryst glows a hale offtre.—V. 211 

BflZe, beacon-fagot. The Border beacons, from their num- 
ber and position, formed a sort of telegraphic communication 
with Edinburgh.—The act of Parliament 14r)r), c. 48, directs, 
that one bale or fagot shall be warning of the approach of 
the English in any manner; two bales that they arc coming 
indeed! four bales, blazing beside each other, that tbe 
enemy are in great force. The same taikenings to be 
watched and maid at Eggerhope {Eggerstand) Castell, frji 
they se the fire of Hume, that they fire right swa. And in 
like manner on Sowtra Edge, sail se the fire of Eggerhope' 
Castell, and mak taikening in like manner; And then may 
all Louthaine be warned, and in special the Castell of Edin- 
burgh; and their four fires to be made in like manner, that 
they in Fife, and fra Striveling east, and the cast part of 
Louthaine, and to Dunbar, all may se them, and come to tlm 
defence of the realme.” These beacons (at least in latter 
times) were a “ long and strong tree set up, with a long irou 
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pnle across the head of it, and an iron hrander fixed on a stalk 
in the middle of it, for holding a tar-harrel.’*--SrjEivsNSON*s 
History , voh it p. 701. 


Our kin, and clan, amifniends to rauc.—'P, 22. 

The speed with which the Borderers collected great bodies 
of horse, may be judged of from the following extract, when 
the subject of the rising was much less important than that 
supposed in the romance. It is taken from Carey’s Me- 
moirs:— • 

“ Upon the death of the old Lord Scroop, the Queen gave 
the west wardenry to his son, that had married my sister. 
Ho having received that office, came to me with great earnest- 
ness, and desired me to be his deputy, offering me that I 
should live with him in his house; that he would allow me 
half a dozen men, and as many horses, to be kept at his 
charge ; and his fee being 10(K) merks yearly, he would part it , 
with me, and I should have the half. This his noble offer I 
accepted of, and went with him to Carlisle ; w'here I was no 
sooner come, but 1 entered into my office. We had a sth*- 
ring time of it ; and few days past over my head but 1 was on 
lioTseback, either to prevent mischief, or take malefactors, 
and to bring the Border in better quiet than it had been in 
times past. One memorable thing of God’s mercy shewed 
unto me, was such as I have good cause still to remember it, 

“ I had private intelligence given mo, that there were two 
Scottishmon that had killed a churchman in Scotland, and 
W(3re hy one of the Gnomes relieved. This Gnmue dwelt 
within five miles of Carlisle. He liad a xmetty house, and 
close by it a strong tower, ft)r his own defence in time of 
need.—- About two o’clock in the morning, I took horse in 
Carlisle, and not above twenty-five in my company, thinking 
to surprise the house on a sudden. Before I could surround 
the house, the two Scots were gotten in the strong tower, and 
I could see a boy riding from the house us fast as his horse 
could carry him; 1 little suspecting what it meant. But 
Thomas Carletoii came to me i»resoutly, and told me, that if 
I (lid not ])resently prevent it, both myself and all my com- 
pany would be either slain or taken prisoners. It was strange 
to me to hear this language. He then said to me, ‘ Do you 
see that boy that rideth away so fast? He will be in Scot- 
land within this half hour ; and he is gone to let them know, 
that you are here, and to what end you are come, and the 
small number you have with you ; and that if tliey will make 
haste, on a sudden they may surprise us, and do w'itli us what 
they please.’ Hereupon wc took advice what w'as best to be 
done. We sent notice presently to all parts to raise the 
country, and to come to us with ail the speed they could ; 
and withall we sent to Carlisle to raise the townsmen ; for 
without foot we could do no good against the tower. There 
W'e staid some hours, expecting more company ; and within 
short time after the country came in on all sides, so that we 
were quickly between three and four hundred horse; and, 
after some longer stay, the foot of Carlisle came to us, to the 
number of three or four hundred men ; whom we i>reseutiy 
set to work, to get to the top of the tower, and to uncover 
the roof; and then some twenty of them to fall down to- 
getluT, and hy that means to win the tower.— The Scots, see- 
ing their present danger, offered to parley, and yielded them- 
selves to my mercy. They had no sooner opened tlie iron 
gate, and yielded themselves my prisoners, but we might see 
4(10 liorse within a quarter of a mile coming to their rescue, 
and to suri)riso me and my small company ; but of a sudden 
they stayed, and stood at gaze. Then had I more to do than 
ever ; for all our Borderers came crying, with full mouths, , 
* Sir, give us leave to set upon them ; for these are they that : 


’ have killed our fathers, our brothers, and uncles, and mtr 
' cousins ; and they are coming, thinking to surprise you, uixm 
weak grass nags, such as they could get on a sudden ; and 
God hath put them into your hands, that we may take re- 
venge of them for much blood that they have spilt of ours.’ 
I desired they would be patient a while, and bethought my- 
self, if I should give them their will, there would be few or 
none of the Scots that would escape unkilled j (there was so 
many deadly feuds among them ;) and therefore I resolved 
with myself to give them a fair answer, but not to give them 
their desire. So I told them, that if I were not there mysedf, 
they might then do what they pleased themselves ; but being 
present, if I should give them leave, the blood that should be 
spilt that day would lie very hard upon my conscience. And 
therefore I desired them, for my sake, to forbear ; and, if the 
Scots did not presently make away with ail the speed they 
could, upon my sending to them, they should then have their 
wills to do what they pleased. They were ill satisfied with 
my answer, but durst not disobey. I sent with speed to the 
Scots, and bade them pack away with all the speed they 
could ; for if they stayed the messenger’s return, they should 
few of them return to their own home. They made no stay ; 
but they were returned homewards before the messenger had 
made an end of his message. Thus, by God’s mercy, I es- 
caped a great danger ; and, by my means, there were a great 
many men’s lives saved that day.” 


071 manp a ctimi's (mp pin'amid, 

JFhei'e unis o/)7ih;ktp chhfs lie Md.—2. 22. 

The cairns, or piles of loose stones, which crown the sum- 
mit of most of our Scottish hills, and are found in other re- 
markable situations, seem usually, though not universally, 
to have been sepulciinil monuments. Six fiat stones are 
conimonly found in the centre, forming a cavity of greater or 
snuiller dimensions, in which an urn is often placed. The 
author is i>ossessed of one, discovered beneath an immense 
cairn at Rouglilee, in Jdddesdale. It is of tlie most bar- 
barous construction ; the middle of the substance alone ha- 
ving been subjected to the fire, over which, when hardened, 
the artist had laid an inner and outer coat of unbaked clay, 
etched with some very rude ornaments ; his skill apparently 
being inadequate to baking the vase, when completely finished. 
The contents were bones and nsbes, and a quantity of beads 
made of coal. This seems to have been a barbarous imita- 
tion of the Roman fashion of sepulture. 


■ ■Note2 T., ■ 

For pathless marsh and iiioimtain cell. 

The peasant left MslowlpsJmL—V. 23. 

The morasses were the usual refuge of the Border herds- 
men, on the approach of an English army.— (Minstrelsy of the 
Scottish Border, voh i. p. 33.) Caves, hewed in the most 
dangerous and inaccessible places, also afforded an occasional 
retreat. Such caverns may be seen in the precipitous banks 
of the Teviot at Sunlaws, upon the Ale at Aiicram, upon the 
Jed at Hundalce, and in many other places upon the Border. 
The banks of the Eske, at Gorton and Hawthorn den , aie 
hollowed into similar recesses. But even these dreary dens 
were not always secure places of concealment. In the way 
as we came, not far from tliis place, (Long Niddry,) Geuige 
Ferres, a gentleman of my Lord Protector’s 
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happened upon a cave iu the grouude, the mouth whereof 
was so wonie with the fresh prints of steps, that he seemed 
to he certaync thear wear some folke within ; and gone doune 
to trie, he was readily receyved with a hakebut or two. He 
left them not yet, till he had known wheyther tliei wolde be 
content to yield and come dut ; which they fondly refusing, 
he went to my lord’s grace, and upon utterance of the thynge, 
gat licence to deale with them as he coulde ; and so returned 
to them, with a skore or two of pioners. Three ventes had 
their cave, that we wear ware of, whereof he first stopt up 
on ; anoother he fill’d full of strawe, and set it a fyer, where- 
at they within cast water apace ; but it was so wel maynteyn- 
ed without, that the fyer prevayled, and thei within fayn to 
get them bolyke into anoother parler. Then devysed wo (for 
I hapt to be with him) to stop the same up, whereby we 
should eyther smoother them, or fynd out their ventes, if 
thei hadde any moe ; as this was done at another issue, about 
xii score of, we moughte see the fume of their smoke to come 
out : the which continued with so great a force, and so long 
a while, that we could not but thinke they must needs get 
them out, or smoother within: and forasmuch as we found 
not that they dyd the tone, we thought it for certain thei 
wear sure of the toother.” Patten’s Account of Somersd*s 
tsaepeditioninto Scotland^ apud Dalvkll’s Fragments. 


Note 2 W. 

SJim*d soutkem ravage vm Cfpuw.— P. 24. 

Prom the following fragment of a letter from the Pari of 
Northumberland to King Henry VHI., preserved among the 
Cotton MSS. Calig, B. viL 179, the reader may estimate the 
nature of the dreadful war which was occasionally waged 
upon the Borders, sharpened by mutual cruelties, and the 
personal hatred of the wardens, or leaders. , 

Some Scottish Barons, says the Earl, had threatened to 
come within “ three miles of my pore house of Werkworth, 
where I lye, and gif me light to put on my clothes at myd- 
night j and alsoo the said Marke Carr said there Opynly, that, 
seyng they had a governor on the Marches of Scotland, as 
well as they had in Ingland, he shulde kcpo your highness 
instructions, gjffyn unto your garyson, for making of any day- 
forrey; for he and his friends wolde burne enough on the 
nyght, lettyng your counsaili here defyne a notable acte at 
theyre pleasures. . Upon whiche, in your highnes name, I 
comaundet dewe watche to be kepte on your Marchies, for 
coroyng in of any Scotts.—Neuertheles, upon Thursday at 
night last, came thyrty light horsemen into a litil village of 
myne, called Whitell, having not past sex houses, lying to- 
wards Ryddisdaill, upon Shilbotell More, and there wold 
have fyred the said bowses, hut ther was no fyre to get there, 
and they foigate to brynge any withe theyme ; and took a wyf 
being great with chylde, in the said towne, and said to hyr, 
Wher we can not gyve tlie lard lyght, yet we shall doo this in 
spyte of hym ; and gyve her iii mortall wounds upon the heid, 
and another in the right side, with a dagger : whereupon the 
said wyf isdeede, and the childe in her bely is loste. Be- 
seeching your most gracious highness to reduce unto your 
gracious memory this wylful and shamefull murder, done 
within this your highnes realme, notwithstanding all the in- 
habitants thereabout rose unto the said fray, and gave wam- 
yngebybecons into the countrey afore theyme, and yet the 
Scottsmen dyde escape. And uppon certeynt knowledge to 
my brother Clyftorthe, and me, had by credible persons of 
Scotland, tlfis abomynable act not only to be done by dyverse 
of the Mershe, but also the afore named persons of Tyvidaill, 


and consented to, as by appearance, by the Erie of Mure.?, 
upon Friday at night last, let slyp C of the best borHomon of 
Glendaill, with a parte of your highnes subjects of Berwyko, 
together with George Dowglas, whoo came who Inglund 
agayne, in the dawning of the day, ; but afore theyre retorne, 
they dyd mar the Earl of Murrcis provisions at Coldinglutiu ; 
for they did not only bunio the said town of Coldingham, with 
all the come thereunto belonging, which is esteemed worthe 
cii marke sterling ; but alsoo burned twa townes nye adjoin- 
ing thereunto, c;^ied Branerdorgest and the Black Hill, and 
toke xxiiipersons, lx horse, with cc bed of cataill, which, nowe, 
as I am informed, hathe not only been a staye of the said 
Erie of Murrois not coming to the Bordure as yet, but alsoo, 
that none inlande man will adventure theyr self uppon the 
Marches. And as for the tax that shulde have been grauntyd 
for finding of the said iii hundred men, is utterly denyed. 
Upon which the King of Scotland departed from Edynburgh 
to Stirling, and as yet there doth remayn. And also I, by the 
advice of my brother Clyfforth, have devysed, that within 
this iii nygbts, Godde willing, Kelsey, in like case, shall be 
brent, with all the corn in the said town ; and tlion they shall 
have noo place to lye any garyson in nygh unto the Borders. 
And as I shall atteigne further knowledge, I shall not faill 
to satisfyo your higlmes, according to my most bonnden dutic. 
And fortius burnyngof Kelsey is devysed to be done secretly, 
by Tyndaill and Ryddisdale. And thus the holy Trynite and 
* sis sK your most royal estate, with long lyf, a)id as much in- 
crease of honour as your most noble heart can desire. At 
fVen'kworth the xxiiti dag of Octobei'J* (1522.) 


Note 2 X . 

Watt TinUnn.-—!?. 24. 

This person was, in my younger days, the theme of many a 
fireside tale. He was a retainer of the Buccleuch family, 
and held for his Border service a small tower on the frontiers 
of Liddesdale. Watt was, by profession, a sutor, hut, by in- 
clination and practice, an archer and warrior. Upon one 
occasion, the captain of Bewcastle, military governor of that 
wild district of Cumberland, is said to have made an incur- 
sion into Scotland, in which he was defeated, and forced to 
fly. Watt Tinlinn pursued liim closely through a dangerous 
morass ; the captain, however, gained the firm ground ; and 
seeing Tinlinn dismounted, and floundering in the bog, nsed 
these words of insult “ Sutor Watt, ye cannot sew your 
boots; the heels m;>, and the seams If I cannot 

sew,” retorted Tinlinn, discharging a shaft, which nailed the 
captain’s thigh to his saddle,— ■“ If I cannot sew, I can 


■ Note 2 Y.. 

JBillhopc Stag.—F. 24. 

Tliere is an old rhyme, which thus celebrates the places 
in Liddesdale remarkable for game : 

Billhope braes for bucks and raes, 

And Carit haugh for swine, 

And Tarras for the good bull-trout, 

If he bo ta’en in time.” 

The bucks and roes, as well as the old swine, are now ex- 
tinct; but the good bull-trout is still famous. 


2 lerh, to twitch, as shoemakers do, in securing the stitches 
of their work. 
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Note ‘2 Z, 


Bdted mu Howard.— 24. 

Lord William Howard, third son of Thomas, Dnke of Nor- 
ftdk, succeeded to Naworth Castle, and a large domain an- 
nexed to it, in right of his wife Elizabeth, sister of George 
Lord Dacre, who died without heirs male, in the 11th of 
Queen Elizabeth. By a poetical anachronism, he is intro- 
duced into the romance a few years earlier than he actually 
flourished. He was warden of the Western Marches: and, 
from the rigour with which he repressed the Border excesses, 
the name of Belted Will Howard is still famous in our tradi- 
tions. In the castle of Naworth, his apartments, containing 
a bedroom, oratory, and library, are still shown. They im- 
press us with an unplcasing idea of the life of a lord warden 
of the Marches. Three or four strong doors, separating these 
rooms from the rest of the castle, indicate the apprehensions 
of treachery from his garrison ; and the secret winding pas- 
sages, through which he could privately descend into the 
guardroom, or even into the dungeons, imply the necessity of 
no small degree of secret superintendence on the part of the 
governor. As the ancient books and furniture have remained 
undisturbed, the venerable appearance of these apartments, ■ 
and the armour scattered around the chamber, almost lead 
us to expect the arrival of the warden in person. Naworth 
Castle is situated near Brampton, iu Cumberland. Lord 
William Howard is ancestor of the Earls of Carlisle. 


Note .3 A. 

Lord Daere.-l\ 24. 

The well-known name of I)acro is derived from the exploits 
of one of their ancestors at the siege of Acre, or Ptolcmais, 
under Richard Cmur de Lion. There were two powerful 
branches of that name. The first family, called Ijord Dacrcs 
of the South, held the castle of the same name, and are an- 
ccstur.s to the present Lord Dacre.. The other family, descend- 
ed from the same stock, were called Lord Diicres of the 
North, and were barons of Gilshind and Graystock. A chief- 
tain of the latter brunch was warden of the West Marches 
during the reign of Edward VI. He was a man of a hot and 
obstinate character, as aiipears from some particulars of 
Lord Surrey’s letter to Henry VI 1 1. , giving an account of his 
htihaNuour at the siege and storm of .ledburgh. It is printed 
in the Mhistrch^ of the Scottish Border^ Appendix to the In 
trcduction. 


Note 3 B. 

The Gervtan haeJdjut-inco.—P. 24. 

In the wars with Scotland, Henry VIII. and his successors 
em]»loycd numerous bands of mercenary troops. At the bat- 
tle of Pinky, there were in the English army six hundred 
hackbut ters on foot, and two hundred on horseback, com- 
posed chiefly of foreigners. On the 27th of September, 1.54.0, 
the Duke of .Somerset, Lord Protector, writes to the Lord 
Dacre, warden of the West Marches The Almaims, in 
number two thousand, very valiant soldiers, shall be sent to 
you .shortly from Newcastle, together with Sir Thomas Hol- 
croft, and with the force of your wardenry, (which we would 
were advanced to the most strength of horsemen that might 
he,) shall make the attem])t to Loughmabeii, being of no such 
strength i)iit Iiat it may be skailed with ladders, whereof, 


beforehand, we would you caused secretly some number to 
be provided ; or else undermined with the pyke-axe, and so 
taken : either to be kept for the King’s Majesty, or other- 
wise to be defaced, and taken from the profits of the enemy 
And in like manner the house of Carlaverock to be used. ' 
Repeated mention occurs of the Almains, in the subsequent 
correspondence; and the enteri)rise seems finally to have 
been abandoned, from the difficulty of providing these stran- 
gers with the necessary victuals and carriages in so poor a 
country as Dumfries-shire."— 0 / Cumberland, vol. i. 
Introd- p. Ixi. From the battle-pieces of the ancient Flemish 
painters, we learn, that the Low Country and German sol- 
diers marched to an assault with their right knees bared. 
And we may also observe, in such pictures, the extravagance 
to which they carried the fashion of ornamenting their dres* 
with knots of ribbon. This custom of the Germans is alluded 
to in the Mirrour/or MagistraUs, p. 121. 

“ Their pleited garments therewith well accord. 

All jagde and frounst, with divers colours deckt.” 


Note 3 C. 

Ready, aye ready," for thefeM.—R. 2,5. 

Sir John Scott of Thirlestane fiourished in the reign of James 
V., and possessed the estates of Thirlestane, Gamescleuch, 
&c., lying upon the river of Ettrick, and extending to St. 
Mary’s Loch, at the head of Y arrow. It appears, that when 
James had assembled his nobility, and their feudal followers, 
at Fala, with the purpose of invading England, and was, as is 
well known, disappointed by the obstinate refusal of his peers, 
this baron alone declared himself ready to follow the King 
wherever he should lead. In memory of his fidelity, James 
granted to his family a charter of arms, entitling them to 
be:ir a border of fleurs-de-luce, similar to the tressure in the 
royal arms, with a bundle of spears for the crest ; motto, 
Ready, aye ready. The charter itself is printed by Nisbet ; 
but his work being scarce, I insert the following accurate 
transcript from the original, in the possession of the Right 
Honourable Lord Napier, the representative of John of Thirle- 
staine. 

“Jambs Rex. 

We James, by the gr.ace of God, King of Scottis, consider- 
and the filuth and guid servis of of of ^ right traist friend John 
Scott of Thirlestane, qnha cummand to our hoste at Soutra- 
edgo, with three score and ten launcicres on horseback of his 
friends and followers, and beand willing to gang with w.s into 
England, when all our nobles and others refused, he was 
ready to stake at all our bidding ; flbr the quhilk cause, it is 
our will, and we doe straitlio command and charg our lion 
herauld and. his deputies for the time beand, to give and to 
grannt to the said John Scott, ano Border of ffleurc de lises 
about his coatte of armes, sik a-s is on our royal banner, and 
alsua ane bundell of launees above his helmet, w ith thir words, 
Readdy, ay Rcaddy, that he and all his aftercummers may 
bruik the samine as a pledge and taiken of our guid will and 
kyndnes for his true worthines ; and thir our letters seen, ye 
nae waes failzie to doe. Given at Ffalla Muire, under our 
hand and privy cashet, the xxvii day of July, m c and xxxii 
zeires. By the King’s graces speciall ordinance. 

“ Jo. Abskink.” 

On the hack of the charter is written, 

“ Edin. 14 January, 1713. Registred, conform to the act of 
parliament made anent probative writs, per M'Kaile, pror. 
and produced by Alexander Borthwick, servant to Sir Wil- 
liam Scott of Thirlestane. M. L. J.” 


t Sic in orig. 
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Note 3 D. 

An aped KnipM, to danger steeVd, 
mik manp a mossdrooper cmne ms 
And azure in a goldznfiehi. 

The stars and crescent graced his shidd, 
jrmrnt the bend of Murdieston.-^-P. 25. 

The family of Harden are descended ‘.from a younger son of 
the Laird of Bnccleuch, ‘who flourished before the estate of 
Murdieston was acquired by the marriage of one of those 
cMeftains with the heiress, in 1296. Hence they hear the cog- ' 
nizanceof the Scotts upon the field; whereas those of the 
Baccleuch are disposed upon a bend dexter, assumed in con- 
sequence of that marriage.— See GrLAnsxAiNa of JVhitelam s 
MSS.f and' Scott of Stohois Pedigree^ Newcastle, 1783. 

^ Walter Scott of Harden, who flourished during the reign of 
Queen Mary, was a renowned Border freehooter, concerning 
whom tradition has preserved a variety of anecdotes, some of 
which have been published in the MimtreUg qf the ScoUm 
Border / others in Leyden’s Sceties of Infancy// and others, 
more lately, in TJie Mountain Bard, a collection of Border 
ballads by Mr. James Hogg. The bugle-horn, said to have 
been used by this formidable leader, is preserved bv his des- 
cendant, the present Mr. Scott of Harden. His castle was 
situated upon the vejy brink of a dark and precipitous dell, 
through which a scanty rivulet steals to lueet the Borthwick, 
In the recess of this glen he is said to have kept his spoil, 
wMdb served for the daily maintenance of his retainers, until 
the pToductionof a pair of clean spurs, in a covered dish, an- 
ncrancftd to the hungry band, that they must ride for a supply 
of provisions. He was married to Mary Scott, daughter of 
Philip Scott of Bxyhope, and called in -song the Flower of 
Yarrow. He possessed a very extensive estate, which was 
divided among his five sons. There are numerous descend- 
ants of this old marauding Baron. The following beautiful 
passage of Lkydkn’s Scenes cf Infancy, is founded on a tradi- 
tion respecting an infrait captive, whom Walter of Harden 
carried off in a predatory incursion, and who is said tohavehe- 
comethe author of some of ourmostbeautifol pastoral songs; 

« mere Bortha hoarse, that loads the meads with 
sand, 

Bolls her red tide to Teviofs western strand. 

Through slaty hills, whose sides are sliagg’d with thorn. 
Where springs, in scatter’d tufts, the dark-green corn. 
Towers wood-girt Harden, far above the vale, 

And clouds of ravens o’er the turrets sail. 

A hardy race, who never shrank from war, 

The Scott, to rival realms a mighty bar. 

Here fixed Ms mountain home a wide domain, 

And rich the soil, had purple heath been grain ; 

But what the niggard ground of wealth denied, 

From fields more bless'd his fearless arm supplied. 

" The waning harvest-moon shone cold and bright ; 

The warder’s horn was heard at dead of night ; 

And as the massy portals wide were flung, 

With stamping hoofs the rocky pavement rung. 

Wlrnt fair, half veil’d, leans from her latticed hall, 

Where red the wavering gleams of torchlight fall ? 

*Tis Yarrow’s fairest flower, who, through the gloom, 

Looks, wistfnl, for her lover’s dancing plume. 

Amid the piles of spoil, that strew’d the ground. 

Her ear, all anxious, caught a wailing sound ; 

With trembling haste the youthful matron flew. 

And from the hurried heaps an infant drew. 

** Scared at the light, his little hands he flung 
Around her neck, and to ner bosom clung ; 

While beauteous Mary soothed, in accents mild, 

His fluttering soul, and clasp’d her foster child. 


Of milder mood the gentle captive grew, 

Nor loved the scenes that scared his infant view j 
In vales remote, from camps and castles far, 

He shunn’d the fearful shuddering joy of war ; 

Content the loves of simple swains to sing, 

Or wake to fame the harp’s heroic string. 

« His are the strains, whose wandering echoes thnll 
The shepherd, lingering on the twilight hill. 

When evening brings the merry folding hours, 

And snn-eyed daisies close their winking flowers. 

He lived o'er Yarrow’s Flower to shed the tear, 

To strew the holly leaves o’er Harden’s bier : 

But none was found above the minstrel’s tomh. 
Emblem of peace, to bid the daisy bloom: 

He, nameless as the race from which he sprung, 

Saved other names, and left his own unsung.” 


Note 3 K. 

Scotts of KshMc, a stedwavt band. - 25. 

In this, and the following stanzas, some account is given of 
the mode in which the property in the valley of Esk was trans- 
ferred from the Beattisons, its ancient i)osscssors, to the name 
of Scott. It is needless to repeat the circumstances, which 
are given in the poem, literally as they have been preserved 
by tradition. Lord Maxwell, in tbe latter part of the six- 
teenth century, took upon himself the title of Earl of Mor- 
ton. The descendants of Beattison of Woodkerrick, who 
aided the Earl to escape from his disobedient vassals, conti- 
nued to hold these lands within the memory of man, and were 
the only Beattisons who had property in the dale. Tho old 
people give locality to the story, hy showing tho GalUaxd’s 
Haugh, the place where Buccleuch’s men were concealed, 


Note 3 F. 

Thdrgatlimng word wm BcUenden.—V . 2(), 

Bellenden is situated near the head of Borthwick water, 
and being in the centre of the possessions of the Scotts, was 
frequently used as their place of rendezvous and gathering 
word.— of SdMrksMre, in Macfarlam's MSS., Advo' 
cates’ Library. Hence Satchells calls one part of his genea- 
logical account of the families of that clan, Ms Bellenden. 


Note 3 G. 

The camp their home, their law the sword. 

They knew no counUy, owti'd no lord.—V. 27. 

The mercenary adventurers, whom, in 1380, tho Earl of 
Cambridge carried to the assistance of the King of Portugal 
against the Spaniards, mutinied for want of regular pay. At 
an assembly of their leaders. Sir John Solticr, a natural son 
of Edward the Black Prince, thus addressed thorn : I coun- 
sayle, let us be alle of one alliance, and of one accordc, and 
let us among ourselves reyse up the banner of St. George, and 
let us be frendos to God, and enemyes to alle the worldc ; for 
without we make ourselfe to be feared, we gete nothynge.’ 

I “ * By my fayth,’ quod Sir William Hclmon, ‘ ye sayc right 
I well, and so let us do.* They all agreed with one voyce, juid 
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»f> regarded among them who shuldehe their eapitayne. Then engagement, contained in an ancient IfS. in the Advocate* 
they advysed in the case how they coude nat Imve a better Library, and edited by Mr. Dalyell, in Gvdlt/ Smgs and Bal- 
eapitayne than Sir John Soltier. For they sulde than have Edin. 
good leyser to do yvel, and they thought he was more metel- 

yer thereto than any other. Then tiiey raised uj) the penon 

of St. George, and cried, * A Soltier! a Soltier I the valyaunt 

bastarde ! frendes to God, and enemies to all the worlde T NOTE 3 L. 

Froissart, vol. i. ch. 093. 

W}tm English Umd melVd Ancram*s /ord.’-^F. 2a 


The battle of Ancrara Moor, or Pcniclhench was fought 
A. X). 1545. The English, commanded by Sir Balph Evers^ 
Note 3 H. and Sir Brian Latoun, vrere totally routed, and both their 

leaders slain in the action. The Scottish army was com- 
That he may suffer march-treason pain.—'P. 28. manded by Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus, assisted by the 

Laird of Bnccleuch and Norman Lesley. 

Several species of offences, peculiar to the Border, consti- 
tuted what was called march-treason. Among others, was 

the crime of riding, or causing ta ride, against the opposite ' 

country during the time of truce. Thus, in an indenture made 

at the water of Eske, beside Salom, on the 25th day of March, NOTE 3 M, 

1304, betwixt noble lords and mighty, Sirs Henry Percy, Earl 

of Northumberland, and Archibald Douglas, Lord of Gallo- ForwhOf infield or foray slach, 

way, a truce is agreed upon until the 1st day of July ; and it Saw die blanche lion e'er fall hmh9~P. 29. 

Is expressly accorded, Gif ony stellis authir on the ta part, 

or on the tothyr, that he shall be hanget or heofdit ; and gif Tins was the cognizance of the noble house of Howard in all 
ony company stellis any gudes within the trioux beforesayd, its branches. The crest, or bearing, of a Avarrior, was often 
ane of that company sail be hanget or heofdit, andthcrem- xiseA. os o. nomme dc gnerre. Thus Kichard III. acquired his 
nant sail restore the gudys stolen in the dubblc.”— H/.vtori/ of well-known epithet. The Boar of York. In the violent satire 
fVestmoreland and Cumberland, lutrod. p. xxxix. on Cardinal Wolsey, written by Roy, commonly, but erro- 

neously, imputed to Dr. Bull, the Duke of Buckingham is 
called the Beautiful Swan, and the Duke of Norfolk, or Earl 
of Surrey, the fVhitc Lion. As the book is extremely rare, 
and the whole passage relates to the emblematical interpreta- 
Note 3 L tion of heraldry, it shall be here given at length. 


Del oral nc 

0'iU cleanse him, by oath, oftnarch-treason stain. 


The Deseripfion of the Jrmes. 

Of the proud Cardinal this is the shelde, 

Borne up betweene tAvo angels of Sathan ; 

The six bloudy axes in a bare feldc, 

Sheweth the cruelte of the red man, 

Which hath devoured the Beautiful Svv'an, 

Mortal enemy unto the Whyte Lion, 

Carter of Yorke, the vyle butcher's sonne, 

The six billies hoddes in a felde blacko, 

Betokeneth his stordy furiousness, 

Wherefore, the godly lyght to put abacke, 

He bryngeth in his dyviish dareness ; 

The bandog in the middes doth expresse 
The mastiff curre bred in Ypswich to wne, 

GnaAvynge with his teth a kinges crowne. 

The cloubbe significth playne his tiranny. 

Covered over with a Cardinairs hat t, ^ ^ 

Wherein shall be fulfilled the prophecy. 

Knighthood he took of Douglas' sword.--'P. 28. Aryse up, Jacke, and put on tliy salatt, 

For the tyme is come of bagge and walatt. 

The dignity of knighthood, according to the original institu- The temporall chevalry thus throwm donne, 

tion, had this peculiarity, that it did not floAv from the mo- Wherefor, prest, takehede, and beware thy crowne.” 

narch, but could be conferred by one whobimself possessed it, 

upon any squire who, after due probation, was found to merit There were tAvo copies of this very scarce satire in the library 
the honour of chivalry. Latterly, this power was confined to of the late John, Duke of Eoxburghe. See an account of it 
generals, who wore wont to create knights bannerets after or also in Sir Egerton Brydges’ curious miscellany, the Censiira 
before an engagement. Even so late as the reign of Queen lAtcrana* 

.Elizabeth, Essex highly ofiended his jealous sovereign by the 

indiscriminate exertion of this privilege. Among others, he ' 

knighted the witty Sir John Harrington, whose favour at court 

was by no means enhanced by his new honours.— See the NOTE 3 N. 

Nwjce Antiques, edited by Mr. Park. But probably the latest 

instance of knighthood, conferred by a subject, was in the case Let Musgravc mcci fierce Dcloraine 

of Thomas Ker, knighted by the Earl of Huntly, after the In single fight. P. 29. 

defeat of the Earl of Argylo in the battle of Bclrinnes. The 

fact is attested, both by a poetical and prose account of the It may easily be supposed, that trial by single eomhat. so 


In dubious cases, the innocence of Border criminals Avas 
occasiniuilly referred to their OAvn oath. The form of excu.s- 
ing bills, or indictments, by Border-oath, ran thus: “ You 
shall sw'oar by heaven above you, hell beneath you, by your 
part of Paradise, by all that God made in six days and seven 
nights, and by God himself, you are whart out sackless of art, 
part, way, witting, ridd, kenning, having, or recetting of any 
of the goods and cattels named in this bill. So help you God.” 
-—History of Cumberland, Introd. p. xxv. 
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peculiar to the feudal system, was common on the Borders. 

In 1558, the well-hnowii Kirltaldy of Grange fought a duel 
with Ralph Evre, brother to the then Lord Evre, in con^ 
fluence of a (hspute about a prisoner said to haye been ill 
treated by the Lord Evre. Pitscottie gives the following ac- 
count of the affair The Lord of Ivers his brother provoked 
William Kircaldy of Grange to fight with him, in singular 
combat, onhorseback, withspears; who, keeping the appoint- 
ment, accompanied with Monsieur d’Ossel, lieutenant to the 
French King, and the garrison of Haymouth, and Mr. Ivera, 
accompanied with the governor and garrison of Berwick, it 
was discharged, under the pain of treason, that any man 
should come near the champions within a flight-shot, except 
one man for either of them, to bear their spears, two trum- 
pets, and two lords to he judges. When they were in readi- 
ness, the trumpets sounded, the heraulds cried, and the judges, 

let them go. They then encountered very fiercely; but 
Grange struck his spear through his adversary’s shoulder, 
and bare him off his horse, being sore wounded : But whether 
he died, or not, it is uncertain-”— -P. 2()2. 

The following indenture will show at how late a period the 
trial by combat was resorted to on the Border, as a proof of 
guilt or innocence t— 

“ It is agreed between Thomas Musgrave and Launcelot 
Carleton, for the true trial of such controversies as are be- 
twixt them, to have it openly tried by way of combat, before 
God and the face of the world, to try it in Canonhyholme, 
before Englhud and Scotland, upon Thursday in Easter-week, 
being the mghthday of April next ensuing, a.d. 1602, betwixt 
nine of the clock, and one of the same day, to fight ou foot, 
te be armed with jack, steel cap,plaite sleeves, plaite breaches, 
plalte ©Hikes, two basleard swords, the blades to be one yard 
and half a (iuarter in length, two Scotch daggers, or dorks, at 
their girdles, and either of them to provide armour and wea- 
pons for themselves, according to this indenture. Two gen- 
tlemen to be appointed, on the field, to view both the parties, 
to see that they both he equal in arms and weapons, accord- 
ing to tMs indenture ; and being so viewed by the gentlemen, 
the gentlemen to ride to the rest of the company, and to leave 
them but two boys, viewed by the gentlemen, to be under 
sixteen years of age, to hold their horses. In testimony of 
this our agreement, we have both set our hands to this inden- 
ture, of intent all matters shall he made so plain, as there 
shall he no question to stick upon that day. Which inden- 
ture, as a wituess, shall he delivered to two gentlemen. And 
for that it is convenient the world should he privy to every 
particular of the grounds of the quarrel, we have agreed to 
set it down in this indenture betwixt us, that, knowing the 
quarrel, their eyes may be witness of the trial. 


for the Scotch to ride in and through, and small rtvsistanca 
made by him to the contrary. ^ 

Thomas Musgrave doth deny all this charge; and sailh, 
that he will prove that Lancelot Carleton doth falsely bely 
him, and will prove the same by way of combat, according to 
thia’indentuxe. Lancelot Carleton hath entertained the chal- 
lenge ; and so, by God’s permission, will prove it true as be- 
fore, and hath set his hand to the same. 

(Signed) Thomas Mitsgbav®. 

Lancelot Caeleton.” 


Note 3 0 . 


ire, the jovial harper.— T. 29. 

Tlie person here alluded to, is one of our ancient Border 
minstrels, called Rattling Roaring Willie. This sonhTiquet 
was probably derived from his bullying disposition ; being, it 
would seem, such a roaring boy, as is frequently mentioned in 
old plays. While drinking at Ncwmill, upon Teviot, about 
five miles above Hawick, Willie chanced to quarrel with one 
of his own profession, who was usually distinguished by the 
odd name of Sweet Milk, from a place on Rule Water so 
called. They retired to a meadow on the opposite side of the 
Teviot, to decide the contest with their swords, and Sweet 
Milk was killed on the spot. A thorn-tree marks the scene 
of the murder, which is still called Sweet Milk Thorn. W ill»o 
was taken and executed at Jedburgh, bequeathing his name 
to the beautiful Scotch air, called Rattling l^axing Willie.” 
Ramsay, who set no value on traditionary l^p^published a 
^ few verses of this song in the Tm-TaUe ilf ii?e«ZZa)%|f^,qarofuUy 
suppressing all which had any connexion with the ^fetoxy of 
the author and origin of the piece. In this case, however, ho- 
nest Allan is in some degree justified, by the extreme worth- 
lessness of the poetry. A verse or two may be taken, as illus- 
trative of the history of Roaring Willie, alluded to in the 
text:— 

“ Now Willie’s gane to Joddart, 

And he’s for the ,• t 

But Stobs andyoung Falimsh^ 

They follow’d him a’ the way ; 

They follow’d him a' the way, 

They sought him up and down, 

In the links of Ousenara water 
They fand him sleeping sound. 


3 A wretched pun on his antagonist’s na no. 


THE GEOITNDS OF THE QUABRICL. 

« 1. Lancelot Carleton did charge Thomas Musgrave be- ■ 
fore the Lords of hex Majesty’s Privy Council, that Lancelot I 
Carleton was told by a gentleman, one of her Majesty’s sworn j 
servants, that Thomas Musgrave had offered to deliver her | 
Majesty’s Castle of Bewcastle to the King of Scots ; and to j 
witness the same, Lancelot Carleton had a letter under the | 
gentleman’s own hand for his discharge. i 

% He chargeth him, that whereas her Majesty doth yearly 
bestow a great fee upon him, as captain of Bewcastle, to aid 
and defendher Majesty’s subjects therein : Thomas Musgrave 
hath neglected his duty, for that her Majesty’s Castle of Bew- 
castle was by him made a den of thieves, and an harbour and 
receipt for murderers, felons, and all sorts of misdemeanoTS. 
The precedent was Quintin Whitehead and Runion Black- 
bume. 

“ 3. He chargeth him, that his office of Bewcastle is open 


” Stobs light aff his horse, 

And never a word he spak. 

Till he tied Willie’s hands 
Fu’ fast behind his hack ; 

Fu’ fast behind his back. 

And down beneath his knee, 

And drink will be dear to Willie, 
When sweet milk 3 gars him die. 

“ Ah wae light on ye, ?tobs ! 

An ill death mot ye die ; 

Ye’re the first and foremost man 
That e’er laid hands on me ; 

That e’er laid hands on me, 

And took my marc me frae : 

Wae to you, Sir Gilbert Elliot I 
Ye are my mortal fae ! 


1 

s 


The day of the Btood-fidr at Jedburgh. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobs, and Scott of Falnash- 
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**. Tile lasses of Ouseiiain water 
Are ragging and riving tlieir lUair, 
And a' for the sake of Willie, 

His beauty was so fair : 

His beauty was so fair. 

And comely for to see, 

And drink will be dear to Willie, 
When sweet milk gars him die.” 


Note 3 P. 

He Mm each ordinance an^ 

Of Black Lord ArcMhaWshatUc-lawSy 
IntM OU Doiiglas\day,---‘'B.$^* 

The title to the most ancient collection of Border regula- 
tions runs thus :— ** Be it remembered, that, on the 18th day 
of Becemher 1468, Earl PP'ilUam. assembled the whole 

lords, freeholders, and eldest Borderers, that best knowledge 
had, at the college of Linclouden / and there he caused these 
lords and Borderers bodily to be sworn, the Holy Gospel 
touched, that they, justly and truly, after their cunning, should 
decrete, decern, deliver, and put in order and writing, the 
statutes, ordinances, and uses of marclie, that were ordained 
in Black Archibald of JDoiiglas*s days, and Archibald his son's 
days, in time of warfare ; and they came again to him advis- 
edly with these statutes and ordinances, which were in time 
of warfare before. The said Earl William, seeing the statutes 
in writing decreed and delivered by the said lords andBorderers, 
tliought them right speedful and profitable to the Borders ; 
the which statutes, ordinances, and points of warfare, he took, 
and the whole lords and Borderers ho caused bodily to bo 
sworn, that they should maintain and supply him at their 
goodly power, to do the law upon those that should break the 
statutes under written. Also, the said Earl William, and lords, 
and eldest Borderers, made certain points to be treason in 
time of warfare to be used, which were no treason before his 
time, but to bo treason in his time, and in all time coming.” 


Note 3 Q. 

The Bloody Heart blazed in the van, 

Announcing Douglas, dreaded name.—P. 30. 

The chief of this potent race of heroes, about the date of the 
poem, was Archibald Douglas, seventh Earl of Angus, a man 
of great courage and activity. The Bloody Heart was the well- 
known cognizance of the House of Douglas, assumed from the 
time of good Lord J ames, to whose care Eobert Bruce com- 
mitted his heart, to be carried to the Holy Land. 


Note 3 R. 

And SuiinUm laid his yxnce in rest, 

That tamed of yore the spai'kling crest. 

Of Clarence's Plantagenet—B. 30. 

At the battle of Beaugd, in France, Thomas, Duke of Cla. 
rence, brother to Henry V., was unhorsed by Sir John Swin- 
ton of Swinton, who distinguished him by a coronet set with 
precious stones, which ho wore around his helmet. The fa- 
mily of Swinton is one of the most ancient in Scotland, and 
produced many celebrated warriors.! 


i See the Battle of Halidon Hill. Sir W. Scott was de- 
scended from Sir John Swintoa.—E». 


Note 3 S. 

And shouting stiU, A Home! a> Homel—B, 3L 

The Earls of Home, as descendants of the Dunbars, ancient 
Earls of March, carried a lion rampant, argent ; but, as a dif- 
ference, changed the colour of the shield from gules to vert, 
in allusion to Greenlaw, their ancient possession. The slogan, 
or war-cry, of this powerful family, was, “ A Home I a Home !” 
It was anciently placed in an escrol above the crest. The hel- 
met is armed with a lion's head erased gules, with a cap of 
state gules, turned up ermine 
The Hepburns, a powerful family in East Lothian, were 
usually in close alliance with the Homes. The chief of this 
clan was Hepburn, Lord of Hailes ; a family which terminated 
in the too famous Earl of Bothwell. 


Note 3 T. 

And some, wtth many a merry shout, 

In riot, revelry, and rout, 

Pursued the foot-ball play.—P, 31. 

The foot-hall was anciently a very favourite sport all through 
Scotland, but especially upon the Borders. Sir John Carmi- 
chael of Carmichael, Warden of the Middle Marches, was 
killed in 1600 by a band of the Armstrongs, returning from a 
foot-ball match. Sir Eobert Carey, in liis Memoirs, mentions 
a great meeting, appointed by the Scotch riders to be hold at 
Kelso for the jnirpose of playing at foot-hall, hut which ter- 
minated in an incursion upon England. At present, the foot- 
ball is often played by the inhabitants of adjacent parishes, 
or of the opposite banks of a stream. The victory is con- 
tested with the utmost fury, and very serious accidents have 
sometimes taken place in the struggle. 


Note 3 U, 

*Twfxt truce and war, suck sudden change 
Was not infrequent, nor held strange. 

In ihe old Border-day. '--P. Zl, 

Notwithstanding the constant wars upon the Borders, and 
the occasional cruelties which marked the mutual inroads, 
the inhabitants on either side do not appear to have regarded 
each other with that violent and personal animosity, which 
might have been expected. On the contrary, like the out- 
posts of hostile armies, they often carried on something re- 
sembling friendly intercourse, even in the middle of hostili- 
ties *, and it is evident, from various ordinances against trade 
and intermarriages, between English and Scottish Borderers, 
that the governments of both countries were jealous of their 
cherishing too intimate a connexion. Froissart says of both 
nations, that ** Englyshmen on the one party, and Scottes on. 
the otner party, are good men of warre ; for when they meet, 
there is a harde fight without sparynge. There is no hoo 
[trucel between them, as long as spears, swords, axes, or dag- 
gers, will endure, but lay on eche upon uther; and vrhan 
they be well beaten, and that the one party hath obtained tho 
victory, they then glorifye so in theyre dedes of armies, and 
are so joyfull, that such as be taken they shall be ransomed, 
or that they go out of the felde ; so that shortly eche of them 
is so content with other, that, at their departynge, curtyslye 
they will say, God thank you.”— ■Bjeeenebs’s Froissart, vol ii, 
p. 15&. The Border meetings, of truce, which although places 
of merchandise and merriment, often witnessed the most 
K , 
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bloody scenes, may serve to illustrate the description in the 
text. They are vividly portrayed in the old ballad of the 
Reidsquair. [See Minstrelsy, vol. ii. p. 15.] Both parties 
came armed to a meeting of the wardens, yet they inter- 
mixed fearlessly and peaceably with each other in mutual 
sports and familiar intercourse, until a casual fray arose 

“ Then was there nought but bow and spear, 

And every man pulled out a brand.*’ 

In the 29th stanxa of this canto, there is an attempt to ex- 
press some of the mixed feelings, with which the Borderers 
on each side were led to regard their neighbours. 


Note 3 Y. 

on the darkening plain, 

Lmtd hollo, whoop, or whistle ran, 

As hands their stragglers to regain, 

Give the shrill watchword of their elan,—V, 31. 

Patten remarks, with hitter censure, the disorderly conduct 
of the English Borderers, who attended the Protector Somer- 
set on his expedition against Scotland. “ As we wear then a 
sethng, and the tents a setting up, among all things els com- 
mendable in our hole journey, one thing seemed to me an in- 
tollerable disorder and abuse ; that whereas always, both in 
ail tounes of war, and in all camper of armies, quietness and 
stilues, without uois, is, principally in the night, after the 
watch is set, observed, (I need not reason why,) our northern 
prikers, the Borderers, uotwithstandyng, with great enormi- 
tie, (as thought me, I and not unlike (to be playn) unto a mas- 
teries bound© howlyng in a hie way when he hath lost him he 
waited upon, sum hoopynge, sum whistlyng, and most with 
crying, A Berwyke, a l^rwyke ! A Fenwyke, a Penwyke ! A 
Bulmer, aBulmer! or so ©otherwise as theyr captains names 
wear, never lin’de these troublous and dangerous noyscs all 
the nyghte longe. They said, they did it to find their captain 
and fellows ; but if the souldiers of our oother countreys and 
sheres had used the same maner, in that case we should have 
oft times had the state of our campe more like the outrage of 
a dissolute huntyng, than the quiet of a well ordered armye. 
It is a feat of war, in mine opinion, that might right well be 
left. I could reherse causes (but yf I take it, they are better 
unspoken than uttred, unless the faut wear sure to he amend- 
ed} that might shew thei move alweis more peral to our ar- 
mie, but in their one nyght’s so doynge, than they shew good 
service (as some sey) in a hoole ryagef—Apud Balzjbll’s 
Fragments, p. 75. 


Note 3 W , 

To see how thou the chase coulfst wind. 

Cheer the dark blood-hound oti Ms wap. 

And with iht hugk rouse tkefray.^V. 35. 

The pursuit of Border marauders was followed by the in- 
Jured party and his friends with blood-hounds and hugle-hom, 
and was called the hot-Uwd. He was entitled, if his dog could 
trace the scent, to follow the invaders into the opposite king- 
dom *, a privBege which often occasioned bloodshed. In ad- 
dition to what has been, said of the blood-hound, I may add, 
that the breed was kept up by the Buccleuch family on their 
Border estates till within the 18th century, A person was 
alive in the memory of man, who remembered a blood-hound 
being kept at Eldinhope, in Ettriek Forest, for whose main- 
tenance the tenant had an allowance of meal. At that time 


the sheep were always watched at night. Upon one occasion, 
when the duty had fallen on the narrator, then a lad, he be- 
came exhausted with fatigue, and fell asleep upon a bank, 
near sun-rising. Suddenly he was awakened by the tread of 
horses, and saw five men, well mounted and armed, ride 
briskly over the edge of the hill. They stopped and looked at 
the flock ; but the day was too far broken to admit the chauco 
of their carrying any of them off. One of them, in spite, 
leaped from his horse, and coming to the shepherd, seized 
him by the belt he wore round his waist ; and, setting his foot 
upon his body, pulled it till it broke, and carried it away 
with him. They rode off at the gallop ; and, the shepherd 
giving tne alarm, the blood-hound was turned loose, and the 
people in the neighbourhood ajarmed. The marauders, how- 
ever, escaped, notwithstanding a sharp pursuit. This circum- 
stance serves to show how very long the license of the Bor- 
derers continued in some degree to manifest itself. 


■ Note 3 X. 

She wroxtght not bp forbidden spelL-^'P. 3(J. 

Popular belief, thoiigh contrary to the doctrines of the 
Church, made a favourable distinction betwi.xt magitjians, 
and necromancers, or wizards ; the former were suppcised to 
command the evil spirits, and the latter to serve, or at least 
to he in league and compact with, those enemies of mankind. 
The arts of subjecting the demons were manifold; sometimes 
the fiends were actually swindled by the magicians, as in the 
case of the bargain betwixt one of their number and the jmet 
Virgil. The classical reader will doubtless bo curious to pe- 
ruse this anecdote 

Virgilius was at scole at Tolenton, where he stodjed dy- 
lygontly, for he was of great understaudynge. Upon a Ijme, 
the scolers had lycense to go to play and aproto them In the 
fyides, after the usance of the old tyme. And there was also 
Virgilius therbye, also walkynge among the hylles alle about. 
It fortuned he spyed a great hole in the syde of a great h.yll, 
wherein bo went so depe, that he culd not see no more lyght ; 
and than he went a lytell farther therein, and than he saw 
some lyght egayne, and than he went fourth streyghte, and 
within a lytell wyle after he harde a voyce that called * Vir- 
gilius! Virgilius!’ and looked aboute, and he cold© nat see 
no body. Than sayd he, (i. e. the voice,) ‘ Virgilius, see yo 
not the lytyll horde lying hesyde you there marked with tliat 
word?* Than answered Virgilius, ‘ I see that horde well 
anough.* The voice said, ‘ Doo awaye that horde, and lotto 
me out there atte.’ Than answered Virgilius to the voice that 
was under the lytell horde, and sayd, ‘ Who art tlpm that 
callest me so?’ Thau answered the devyll, ‘ I am a devyll 
conjured out of the bodye of a certeyne man, and banysshed 
here tyll the day of judgmend, without that I be delyvered 
by the handes of men. Thus, Virgilius, I pray the, delyver 
me out of this payn, and I shall shewe unto the many bokc« 
of negromancye, and how thou shalt come by it lyghtly, and 
know the practyse therein, that no man in the scyence of ne- 
gromancye shall passe the. And moreover, I shall shewe and 
enforme the so, that thou shalt have alle thy desyre, whereby 
methinke it is a great gyfte for so lytyll a doyng. For ye may 
also thus all your power frendys helpe, and make ryche yom 
enemyes.' Thorough that great promyse was Virgilius tempt- 
ed ; he badde the fynd show the bokes to hym, that he might 
have and occupy them at his wyll ; and so the fynde shewed 
him. And than Virgilius pulled open a horde, and there was 
a lytell hole, and thereat wrang the devyll out like a yell, and 
cam and stode before Virgilius lyke a byggeman; whereof 
Vir^lius was astonied and marveyled greatly thereof, that so 
great a man myght come out at so lytyll a hole. Than sayd 
Virgilius, ‘ Shulde ye well passe into the hole that ye cam out 
of?’—* Yea, I shall well,’ said the devyl, — * 1 holde the best 
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plegge tliat I have, that ye shall not do Well,' sayd the 
dcvyll, * thereto 1 consent.' And than the dovyll wrango 
bimselfe into the lytyil hole agene; and as he was therein, 
Virgilius kyvered the hole ageyne with the horde close, and 
so was the devyll bcgyled, and myght nat there come out 
agen, hut abydeth shytte styll therein. Than called the de- 
vyli dredefully to Virgilius, and said, * What have ye done, 
Vii'gilius ?’— Virgilius answered, * Abyde there styll to your 
day appoynted ; ’ and fro thens forth abydeth he there. And 
so Virgilius became very connynge in the practyse of the black 
■'scyence.” 

This story may remind the reader of the Arabian tale of the 
Fisherman and the imprisoned Genie; audit is more than 
probable, that many of the marvels narrated in the life of 
Virgil, are of Oriental extraction. Among such I am disposed 
to reckon the following whimsical account of the foundation 
of Naples, containing a curious theory concerning the origin 
of the earthquakes with which it is afflicted. Virgil, who was 
a person of gallantry, had it seems, carried off the daughter 
of a certain Soldan, and was anxious to secure his prize. 

“ Than he thought in his raynde how he myghte marye hy r, 
and thought in his my nde to founde in the middes of the see 
a fayer towne, with great landes belongynge to it ; and so ho 
did by his cunnynge, and called it Napells. And the fanda- 
cyon of it was of egges, and in that to wn of Nai)eHs he made a 
tower with iiii cornerB, and in the toppe he set an apell upon 
an yron yarde, and no man cukle pull away that apell without 
he brake it ; and thoroughe that yren set he a bolte, and in 
that bolte set he a egge. And he henge the apell by the stauke 
upon a cheyne, and so liangeth it still. And when the egge 
styrreth, so shulde the towne of Napells quake ; and whan the 
egge brake, then shulde the towne sinke. Whan he had made 
an ende, he lette call it Napells." This appears to have been 
an article of current belief during the middle ages, as appears 
from the statutes of the order Bu Saint Esprit an droit dtHsir, 
instituted in 1352. A chapter of the knights is appointed to 
be held annually at the Castle of the Enchanted Egg, near the i 
grotto of Virgil.— Montfaucon, vol. ii. p. 329. j 


' Note 3 Y , 

A niertin sat upon her wrist. 

Held bp a Imsk o/sUken twist. — P. .36. 

A merlin, or sparrow-hawk, was actually carried by ladies 
of rank, as a falcon was, in time of peace, the constant atten- 
dant of a knight or baron. See Latham uw Gods- 

croft relates, that when Mary of Lorraine was regent, she 
pressed the Earl of Angus to admit a royal garrison into his 
Castle of Tantallon. To this he returned no direct answer ; 
but, as if apostrophizing a goss-hawk, which sat on his wrist, 
and which he was feeding during the Queen’s speech, he ex- 
claimed, “ The devil’s in this greedy giede, she will never be 
full.”— Hume’s History of the House of Douglas, 1743, vol. ii. 
p; 131. Barclay complains of the common and indecent prac- 
tice of bringing hawks and hounds into chirrches. 


Note 3 Z. 

And princely peacock's gilded train, 

And o'er the boar-head garnislied brave.— Y. M. 

The peacock, it is well known, was considered, during the 
times of chivalry, not merely as an exquisite delicacy, but as a 
dish of peculiar solemnity. After being roasted, it was again 
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decorated with Its plumage, and a sponge, dipped in lighted 
spirits of wine, was placed in its bill. When it wasiutrodu- 
ced>/n days of grand festival, it was the signal for the adven- 
turous knights to take upon them vows to do some deed of 
chivalry, before the peacock and the ladies.” 

The boar’s head was also a usual dish of feudal splendour. 
In Scotland it was sometimes surrounded with little banners, 
displaying the colours and achievements of the baron at whose 
board it was served.— Pinkerton’s History, vol. i. p. 432. 


I ' ■ 

Note 4 A. 

Smote, with his gauntlet, stout Himthill—V. 37. 

The Rutherfords of Hnnthill were an ancient race of Border 
Lairds, whose names occur in history, sometimes as defending 
the frontier against the English, sometimes as disturbing the 
peace of their own country. Dickon Draw-the-sword was son 
to the ancient warrior, called in tradition the Cock of Hunt- 
hill, remarkable for leading into battle nine sons, gallant war- 
riors, all sons of the aged champion. Mr. Rtitlierford, late of 
New York, in a letter to the editor, soon after these songs 
were first published, quoted, when upwards of eighty years 
old, a ballad api>arently the same with the Raid of the Reid- 
square, but which apparently is lost, except the following 
lines 

Bauld Rutherfurd he was fu’ stout, 

With all his nine sons him about, 

He brought the lads of Jedhrught out, 

And bauldly fought that day,” 


Note 4 B. 

. . • 

bit his glove.— T. 37. 

To bite the thumb, or the glove, seems not to have been 
considered, upon the Border, as a gesture of contempt, though 
so used by Sbakspeare, but as a pledge of mortal revenge. It 
is yet remembered, that a young gentleman of Teviotdale, on 
the morning after a hard drinlung-bout, observed that he had 
bitten his glove. He instantly demanded of his companion, 
with whom he had quarrelled ? And, learning that he had 
had words with one of the party, insisted on instant satisfac- 
tion, asserting, that though he remembered nothing of the dis- 
pute, yet he was sure he never would have bit his glove unless 
he had received some unpardonable insult. He fell in the 
duel, which was fought near Selkirk, in 1721. 


Note 4 C. 

Since old Bttccleuch the name did gain, * 

When in the cleuch the buck was ta'en.—’P. 37. 

A tradition preserved by Scott of Satchells, who published, 
in 1688, A true History of the Bight Honourable name of Scott, 
gives the following romantic origin of that name. Two breth- 
ren, natives of Galloway, having been banished from that 
country for a riot, or insurrection, came to Ranldeburn, in 
Ettrick Forest, where the keeper, whose name was Brydone, 
received them joyfully, on account of thexr skill in winding the 
horn, and in the other mysteries of the chase. Kenneth 
MacAlpin, then ICing of Scotland, came soon after to h unt in 
the royal forest, and pursued a buck from Ettrick-heugh to 
tbe glen now called Buckcleuch, about two miles above tlie 
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junction of RankleT)-ara with the river Ettrick. Here the stag 
stood at bay ; and the King and his attendants, who followed 
on horseback, were thrown out by the steepness of the hill 
and the morass. John, one of the brethren from Galloway, 
had followed the chase on foot ; and, now coming in, seized 
the buck by the horns, and, being a man of great strength and 
activity, threw him on his back, and ran with his burden about 
a mile up the steep hill, to a place called Cracra-Cross, where 
Kenneth had halted, and laid the buck at the sovereign’s 
; feet.^' 

“ The deer being cureed in that place. 

At his Majesty’s demand, 

Then John of Galloway ran apace, 

And fetched water to his hand. 

The King did wash into a dish, 

And Galloway John he wot ; 

He said, ‘ Thy name now after this 
Shall ever be called John Scott. 

‘ The forest and the deer therein. 

We commit to thy hand ; 

For thou shalt sure the ranger be. 

If thou obey command ; 

And for the buck thou stoutly brought 
To us up that steep heuch. 

Thy designation ever shall 
Be John Scott in Buckscleuch.’ 

^ Hfi * 

In Scotland no Buckcleuch was then. 

Before the buck in the clench was slain ; 

Night’s men 2 at first they did appear. 

Because moon and stars to their arms they bear. 

Their crest, supporters, and hunting-horn, 

Show their beginning from hunting came ; 

Their nitae, and style, the book doth say, 

John gained them both into one day.” 

Wa-tt's JBdkndai. 

The Bucclench arms have been altered, and now allude 
less pointedly to this hunting, whether real or fabulous. The 
family now bear Or, upon a bend azure, a mullet betwixt 
two crescents of the field ; in addition to which, they formerly 
bore in the field a hunting-horn. The supporters, now two 
ladies, were formerly a hound and buck, or, according to the 
old terms, a hart qf leash and a hart o/grecce. The family of 
Scott of Howpasley and Thirlestaine long retained the bugle- 
horn ; they also carried a bent bow and arrow in the sinister 
cantle, perhaps as a diflerence. It is said the motto was— • 
JBest riding h)! waonlight, in allusion to the crescents on 
the shield, and perhaps to the habits of those who bore it. 


1 Proiss.'u-t relates, that a knight of the household of the 
Comte de Foix exhibited a similar feat of strength. The hall- 
fire had waxed low, and wood was wanted to mend it. The 
knight went down to the court-yard, where stood an ass laden 
with faggots, seized on the animal and burden, and, carrying 
him up to the hall on his shoulders, tumbled him into the 
chimney with bis heels uppermost : a humane pleasantry, ' 
much applauded by the Couut and all the spectators. 

2 Minions of the moon,” as Falstaff would have said. The 
vocation pursued by our ancient Borderers may be justified 
on the authonty of the most polished of the ancient nations : 

For the Grecians in old time, and such barbarians as in the 
continent lived neere unto the sea, or else inhabited the 
lslan<^, after once they began to crosse over one to another 
in ships, became theeves, and went abroad under the conduct 
of their more puissent men, both to enrich themselves, and 
to fetch in maintenance for the weak : and falling upon towns 


The motto now given is Afmo, applying to the female sup- 
porters. 


Note4,I).' 

i —old Albert Graeme., 

The of that ancient nam— P, 37. 

« John Grmme, second son of Earl of 

commonly sirnamed John with the Bright Sword, upon some 
displeasure risen against him at court, retired with many of 
his clan and kindred into the English Borders, in the reign of 
King Henry the Fourth, where they seated themselves ; and 
many of their posterity have continued there ever since. Mr. 
Sandford, speaking of them, says, (which indeed was appli- 
cable topmost of the Borderers on both sides,) * They were all 
stark moss-troopers, and arrant thieves : Both to England 
and Scotland outlawed; yet sometimes connived at, because 
they gave intelligence forth of Scotland, and would raise 4(K) 
horse at any time upon a raid of the English into Scotland. 
A saying is recorded of a mother to her son, (which is now 
become proverbial,) Hide, lloiideg, hongii’s i’ ikepot: that is, 
the last piece of beef was in the pot, and therefore it was 
high time for him to go and fetch more.***— IntroducUon to 
the History of Cumberland, 

The residence of the Graemes being chiefly in the Debate- 
able Land, so called because it was claimed by both king- 
doms, their depredations extended both to England and 
Scotland, with impunity ; for as both wardens accounted 
them the proper subjects of their own prince, neither inclined 
to demand reparation for their excesses from the opposite 
officers, which would have been an acknowledgment of his 
jurisdiction over them.— See a long correspondence on this 
subject betwixt, Lord Dacre and the English Privy Council, 
in Introduction to History of Cumberland, The Debateable 
Land was finally divided betwixt England and Scotland, by 
commissioners appointed by both nations.^ 


Note 4 E. 

The sun shines fair on Carlisle walL—V. .37. 

This burden is adopted, with some alteration, from an old 
Scottish song, beginning thus : — 

“ She lean’d her back against a thorn, 

The sun shines fair on Carlisle wa* ; 

And there she has her young babe born, 

And the lyon shall be lord of a’.” 


unfortified, or scatteringly inhabited, rifled them, and made 
this the best means of thear living ; being a matter at that 
time no where in disgrace, but rather carrying with it some- 
thing of glory. This is manifest by some that dwell upon the 
continent, among.st whom, so it be performed nobly, it is still 
e.steemed as an ornament. The same is also proved by some 
of the ancient poets, who introduced men questioning of such 
as sail by, on ail coasts alike, whether they be theeves or not ; 
as a thyng neyther scorned by such as were asked, nor up- 
braided by those that were desirous to know. They also rob- 
bed one another, within the main land ; and much of Greece 
usoth that old custome, as the Locrians, the Acarnanians, 
and those of the continent in that quarter, unto this day, 
Moreover, the fashion of wearing iron remaineth yet with tlie 
people of that continent, from their old trade of thieving.”— 
^ Hobbes’ Thucydides, p. 4. Loud. 

3 See various notes in the Sfinstrelsy. 


APPENDIX TO THE LAY 

Note 4 F. 

Who has not heard of Surrey's fame P. 38. 

The gallant and unfortunate Henry Howard, Earl of Sur- 
rey, waa uiiquestionahly the most accomplished cavalier of 
his time ; and his sonnets display beauties which would do 
honour to a more polished age. He was beheaded on Tower- 
hill in 1546 ; a victim to the mean jealousy of Henry VIII., 
who could not bear so brilliant a character near his throne. 
The song of the supposed bard is founded on an incident 
said to have happened to the Earl in his travels. Cornelius 
Agrippa, the celebrated alchemist, sho wed him, in a looking- 
glass, the lovely Geraldine, to whose service he had devoted 
his pen and his sword. The vision represented her as indis- 
posed, and reclining upon a couch, reading her lover’s verses 
by the light of a waxen taper. 


Note 4 0. ' 

— — - The storm-sioept Orcades^ 

Where erst St. Clairs held %)rincely sioatu 

O'er isle ami islet, strait and hay.—T?. 39. 

The St. Clairs are of Norman extraction, being descended 
from William de St. Clair, second son of Wald erne Comptc 
de St. Clair, and Margaret, daughter to Richard Duke of Nor- 
mandy. He was called, for his fair deportment, the Seemly 
St. Clair ; and, settling in Scotland during the reign of Mal- 
colm Caenmore, obtained large grants of land in Mid-Lothian. 
—These domains were increased by the liberality of succeed- 
ing monarchs to the descendants of the family, and compre- 
hended the baronies of Rosline, Pentland, Cowsland, Car- 
daine, and several others. It is said a large addition was ob- 
tained from Robert Brace, on the following occasion The 
King, in following the chase upon Pentland-hills, had often 
started a “ white faiinch deer,” which had always escaped 
from his hounds ; and he asked the nobles, who were assem- 
bled around him, whether any of them had dogs, which they 
thought might be more successful. No courtier would affirm 
that his hounds were fleeter than those of the king, until Sir 
William St. Clair of Rosline unceremoniously said, he would 
wager his head that his two favourite dogs, Mclp and Hold, 
would kill the deer before she could cross the March-hum. 
The King instantly caught at his unwary offer, and hettedthe 
forest of Pentland-moor against the life of Sir William St. 
Clair. All the hounds were tied up, except a few ratches, or 
slow-hounds, to put up the deer; while Sir William St. Clair, 
posting himself in the best situation for slipping his dogs, 
prayed devoutly to Christ, the blessed Vii'gin, and St. Kathe- 
rine. The deer was shortly after roused, and the hounds 
slipped ; Sir William following on a gallant steed, to cheer his 
dogs. The hind, however, reached the middle of the brook ; 
upon which the hunter threw himself from his horse in de- 
spair. At this critical moment, however, Hold stopped her 
in the brook ; and Help, coming up, turned her hack, and 
killed her on Sir William’s side. The King descended from 
the hill, embraced Sir William, and bestowed on him the 
lands of Kirkton, Logan-house, Earncraig, &c., in free fo- 


1 The tomb of Sir William St. Clair, on which he ax>pears 
sculptured in armour, with a greyhound at his feet, is still to 
be seen in Roslin chapel. The person who shows it always’ 
tells the story of his hunting-match, with some addition to 
Mr. Hay’s account ; as tliat the Knight of Rosline’s fright 
made him poetical, and that in the last emergency, he shouted, 
** Help, Hand, an ye may. 

Or Roslin will lose his head this day.” 
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restrle. Sir William, in acJcnowledgment of St, Katherine’s 
intercession, built the chapel of St, Katherine in the Hopes; 
the churchyard of which is still to be seen. The hill, from 
which Robert Bruce beheld this memorable chase, is still 
called the King’s Hill; and the place where Sir William 
hunted, is called the Knight’s Field. — MTS. History of tJie 
Family (if SL Clair, hy Bicharo AuGUSTirjr Hay, Canon of 
St. Cenevieve. 

This adventurous huntsman married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Malice Spar, Earl of Orkney and Stratherne, in whose right 
their son Henry was, in 1379, created Earl of Orkney, by Haco, 
king of Norway. His title was recognized by the Kings of 
Scotland, and remained with his successors until it was an- 
nexed to the crown, in 1471, by, act of Parliament, In ex- 
change for this earldom, the castle and domains of Ravens- 
craig, or Ravensheuch, were conferred on William Saintclair, 
Earl of Caithness, 


Note 4 H. 

still nod.^ their palace to its fall, 

Thy pride and sorrow, fair Kirlmall--'P. W. 

The Castle of Kirkwall was built by the St. Clairs, while 
Earls of Orkney. It was dismantled by the Earl of Caithness 
about 1615, having been garrisoned against the government by 
Robert Stewart, natural son to the Earl of Orkney. 

Its ruins afl'orded a sad subject of contemplation to John, 
Master of St. Clair, who, flying from his native country, on 
account of his share in the insurrection 1715, made some stay 
at Kirkwall. 

j “ I had occasion to entertain myself at Kirkwall with the 
I melancholy prospect of the ruins of an old castle, the seat of 
the old Earls of Orkney, my ancestors; andof a more melan- 
I choly reflection, of so great and noble an estate as the Orkney 
I and Shetland Isles being taken from one of them by James the 
I Third, for faultrie, after his brother Alexander, Duke of A1 
bany, had married a daughter of my family, and for protect- 
ing and defending the said Alexander against the King, who 
wished to kill him, as he had done hia youngest brother, the 
Earl of Mar; and for which, after the forfaultrie, he prate^ 
fully divorced my forfaulted ancestor’s sister ; though I can- 
not persuade myself that he had any misalliance to plead, 
against a famiiie in whose veins the blood of Robert Bruce 
ran as fresh as in his own ; for their title to the crowne .was 
by a daughter of David Bruce, sou to Robert ; aud our alli- 
ance was by marrying a grandchild of the same Robert Bruce, 
and daughter to the sister of the same David, out of the fa- 
miiie of Douglass, which at that time did not much sullie the 
blood, more than my ancestor’s having not long before had 
the honour of marrying a daughter of the King of Denmark’s, 
who was named Florentine, and has left in the town of Kirk- 
wall a noble monument of the grandeur of the times, the 
finest church ever I saw entire in Scotland. I then had no 
small reason to think, in that unhappy state, on the many not 
inconsidemble services rendered since to the royal famiiie, for 
these many years bygone, on all occasfons, when they stood 
most in need of friends, which they have thought themselves 
very often obliged to acknowledge by letters yet extant, and 


If this couxjlet does him no great honour as a poet, the con- 
clusion of the story does him still less credit. He set his foot 
on the dog, says the narrator, and killed him on the spot, say- 
ing, he would never again put his neck in such a risk. As Mr, 
Hay does not mention this circumstance, I hope it is only 
founded on the couehant posture of the hound on the monu- 
ment. 
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in a style more like friends than souveraigns ; our attachment 
to them, -without any other thanks, having brought upon us 
considerable losses, and among others, that of our all in 
Cromwell’s time; and left in that condition without the least 
relief except what we found in our own virtue. My father 
■was the only man of the Scots nation who had courage enough 
to protest in Parliament against King William’s title to the 
throne, which was lost, God knows how ; and this at a time 
when the losses in the cause of the royall familie, and their ' 
usual gratitude, had scarce left him bread to maintain a nu- 
merous familie of eleven children, who had soon after sprung 
up on him, in spite of all which, he had honourably persisted 
in his principle, I say, these things considered, and after 
being treated as I -was, and in that unlucky state, when ob- 
jects appear to men in their true light, as at the hour of death, 
could I be blamed for making some bitter reflections to my- 
self, and laughing at the extravagance and unaccountable 
humour of men, and the singularitie of my own case, (an 
exile for the cause of the Stuart family,) when I ought to have 
known, that the greatest crime I, or my family, could have 
committed, was persevering, to my own destruction, in serving 
the royal family faithfully, though obstinately, after so great 
a share of depression, and after they had been pleased to doom 
me and my familie to starve .— Memoirs of John, Master 
of SL Clair* 


Note 4 I, 

Of that Sea-Snake, tremendous cuxVd, 

Whose monstrous circle girds the worifd.— P. 39. 

The jormungandr, or Snake of the Ocean, whose folds sur- 
round the earth, is one of the wildest fictions of the Edda. It 
was very nearly caught by the god Thor, who -went to fish 
for it with a hook baited with a bull’s head. In the battle 
betwixt the evil demons and the divinities of Odin, which is 
to precede the Bagnarockr, or Twilight of the Gods, this 
Snake is to act a conspicuous part. 


Note 4 K. 

Of Vwse dread Maids, vdioseMdconsyell.—V. 39. 

These were the Falct/riur, or Selectors of the Slain, des- 
patched by Odin from Valhalla, to choose those who were to 
die, and to distribute the contest They were well known to 
the English reader as Gray’s Fatal Sisters. 


' ' ' Note 4 L. 

Of Chiefs, who, giiMed through the glooin 
Jig the pale death-lights of the tomb, 

Ransack'd the graim oftcarriors old. 

Their fdchioiu wrench'd from corpses' hold.-- P. 39. 

The northern warriors were usually entombed with their 
arms, and their other treasu res. Thus, Angantyr, before com- 
mencing the duel in which he was slain, stipulated, that if he 
fell, his sword Tyrfing should be buried with him. His 
daughter, Hervor, afterwards took it from bis tomb. The 
dialogue which passed betwixt her and Angantyr’s spirit on 
this occasion has been often translated. The whole history 
may be found in the Hervarar-Saga. Indeed, the ghosts of 
the northern warriors were not wont tamely to suffer their 


tombs to be plundered; and hence the mortal heroes had an 
additional temptation to attempt such adventures ; for they 
held nothing more worthy of their valour than to encounter 
supernatural beings.— •Bartiiolinus JJe causis contemptce a 
Danis mortiSylih. i. cap. 2, 9, 10, 13. 


Note 4 M. 

Castle Bavcnshmch.—V. ;J9. 

A large and strong castle, now ruinous, situated betwixt 
Kirkaldy and Dysart, on a steep crag, washed by the Frith of 
Forth. It was conferred on Sir William St. Clair as a slight 
compensation for the earldom of Orkney, by a charter of King 
J ames III. dated in 1471, and is now the property of Sir J ames 
St, Clair Erskine, (now Earl of Rosslyn,) representative of the 
family. It was long a principal residence of the Barons of 
Roslin. 


Note 4 N. 

Seem'd all onf7'e within, around, 

Deep sacrist >j and alia^^'s pale; 

Shone every pillar foliage bound, 

Jnd glmmcr’d all the dead 7nen's mail.—F. 40. 

The beautiful chapel of Roslin is still in tolerable preser- 
vation. It was founded in 1446, by William St. Clair, Princo 
of Orkney, Duke of Oldenburgh, Earl of Caithness and Strath- 
erne, Lord St, Clair, Lord Niddesdale, Lord Admiral of the 
Scottish Seas, Lord Chief Justice of Scotland, Lord Warden 
of the three Marches, Baron of Roslin, Pentland, Pentlaud- 
moor, &c., Knight of the Cockle, and of the Garter, (as is 
affirmed,) High Chancellor, Chamberlain, and Lieutenant of 
Scotland. This lofty person, -whose titles, says Godscroft, 
might weary a Spaniard, built the castle of Roslin, where he 
resided in princely splendour, and founded the chapel, which is 
in the most rich and florid style of Gothic architecture. Among 
the profuse carving on the pillars and buttresses, the rose is 
frequently introduced, in allusion to the name, with which, 
however, the flower has no connection ; the etymology being 
Rosslinnhe, the promontory of the linn, or water-fall. The 
chapel is said to appear on fire previous to the death of any 
of lus descendants. This superstition, noticed by Siezer, in 
his Theatrum Scutiae, and alluded to in the text, is probably 
of Norwegian derivation, and may have been imported })y the 
Earls of Orkney into their Lothian dominious. The tomb- 
fires of the north are mentif)ned inmost of the Sagas. 

The Barons of Roslin were buried in a vault beneath the 
chapel floor. The manner of their interment is thus described 
by Father Hay, in the MS. history already quoted. 

" Sir William Sinclair, the father, was a lend man. He 
kept a miller’s daughter, with whom, it is alleged, he went to 
Ireland ; yet I think the cause of his retreat was rather occa- 
sioned by the Presbyterians, who vexed him sadly, because, 
of his religion being Roman Catholic. His son. Sir William 
died during the troubles, and was inten'ed in the chapel of 
Bodin the very same day that the battle of Dunbar was fought. 
Wlien my good-father was buried, his {i. e. Sir WUliam’s' 
corpse seemed to be entire at the opening of the cave ; but 
when they came to touch his body, it fell into dust. He was 
laying in his armour, with a red velvet cap on his head, on a 
flat stone; nothing was spoiled except a piece of the white 
furring that went round the cap, and answered to the hinder 
part of the head. All his predecessors were buried after the 
same manner, in their armour : late Rosline, my good father, 
was the first that was buried in a coflin, against the sentiments 
of King James the Seventh, who was then in Scotland, and 


APPENDIX TO THE LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL. 71 


Bev(!r;ii other persons well versed in antiquity, to whom my 
mother would not hearken, thinking it beggarly to be buried 
after that manner. The great expenses she was at in burying 
her husband, occasioned the .sumptuary acts which were made 
in the following parliament.’* 


For he was speechless, ghastly, wan. 

Like him of idhom the story ran. 

Who spoke the spectre^tound tn Al, 

The ancient castle of Peel-town, in, the Isle of Man, is sur- 
rounded by four churches, now ruinous. Through one of 
these chapels there was formerly a passage from the guard- 
room of the garrison. This was closed, it is said, upon the 
following occasion : They say, that an apparition, called, 
in the Mankish language, Mauthe Loog, in the shape of a 
large black spaniel, with curled shaggy hair, was used to haunt 
Peel-castle; and has been frequently seen in every room, but 
particularly in the guard-chamber, where, as soon as candles 
were lighted, it came and lay down before the fire, in presence 
of all the soldiers, who, at length, by being so much accustomed 
to the sight of it, lost great part of the terror they were seized 
with at its first appearance. They still, however, retained a 
certain awe, as believing it was an evil spirit, which only 
waited permission to do them hurt; and, for that reason, 
forebore swearing, and all profane discourse, while in its j 
company. But though they endured the shock of such a 
guest when altogether in a body, none cared to be left alone 
with it. It being the custom, therefore, for one of the soldiers 
to lock the gates of the castle at a certain hour, and carry the 
keys to the captain, to wiiose apartment, as I said before, the 
way led through the church, they agreed among themselves, 
that whoever was to succeed the ensuing night his fellow in 
this errand, should accompany him that went first, and by 
tins means no man would be exposed singly to the danger ; 
for I forgot to mention, that the Mimdhe Doo/; was always seen 
to come out from that passage at the close of the day, and 
return to it again as soon as the morning davmed ; which 
made them look on this place as its peculiar residence. 

“ One night a fellow being drunk, and by the strength of 
his liquor rendered more daring than ordinarily, laughed at 
the simplicity of his companions, and, though it was not his 
turn to go with the keys, would needs take that office upon 


him, to testify his courage. All the soldiers endeavoured to 
dissuade him ; but the more they said, the more resolute he 
seemed, and swore that he desired nothing more than that 
the Mauthe Doog would follow him, as it had done the others ; 
“for he would try if it were dog or devil. After having talked 
in a very reprobate manner for some time, he snatched up the 
keys, and went out of the guard-room. In some time after his 
departure, a great noise was heard, but nobody had the bold- 
ness to sec what occasioned it, till the adventurer returning, 
they demanded the knowledge of him ; but as loud and noisy 
as he had been at leaving them, he was now become sober and 
silent enough ; for he was never heard to speak more ; and 
thongh all the time he lived, which was three days, he was 
entreated by all who came near him, either to speak, or, if he 
could not do that, to make some signs, by which they might 
understand what had happened to him, yet nothing intelligible 
could be got from him, only that, by the distortion of his 
limbs and features, it might be guessed that he died, in agonies 
more than is common in a natural death. 

The Mauike Doog was, however, never after seen in the 
castle, nor would any one attempt to go through that passage ; 
for which reason it was closed up, and another way made. 
This accident happened about three score years since ; and I 
heard it attested by several, but especially by an old soldier, 
who assured me he had seen it oftener than he had then hairs on 
his head.”— Waldron’s Description of the Isle of Man, p. IfiZ* 


St. Bride of Dovglas.—V.A'i. 

This was a favourite saint of the house of Douglas, and of 
the Earl of Angus in particular, as we learn from the follow- 
ing passage “ The Quecn-regeut had proposed to raise a 
rival noble to the ducal dignity ; and discoursing of her pur- 
pose with Angus, he answered, * Why not, madam ? we are 
happy that have such a princess, that can know and will ac- 
knowledge men’s services, and is willing to recompense it ; 
but, by the might of God,’ (this was his oath when he was seri- 
ous and in anger; at other times, it was by St. Bryde of 
Douglas,) ‘ if he be a Duke, I will be a Drake ! ’—So she desis- 
ted from prosecuting of that purpose.”— Godscroft, voL iL 
p.l31. 










A TALE OP PLODDEN PIELD.* 

IN SIX CANTOS. 


Alas! that Scottish maid should sing 
The combat where lier lover fell I 
Tliat Scottish Bard should wake the string, 
The triumph of our foes to tell 1 

Leydent. 


NOTICE TO EDITION 1833. 

Some alterations in the text of the Introduction to 
Marmion, and of the Poem itself, as well as various 
additions to the Author’s Notes, will he observed in 
this Edition. We have followed Sir Walter Scott’s 
interleaved copy, as finally revised by lum in the sum- 
mer of 1831. 

The preservation of the original MS. of the Poem 
has enriched this volume with numerous various read- 
ings, which will be found curious and interesting. 


INTRODUCTION TO EDITION 1830. 

What I have to say respecting this Poem may be 
briefly told. In the Introduction to the Lay of the 
Last Minstrel,” I have mentioned the circumstances, 
so far as my literary life is concerned, which induced 
me to resign the active pursuit of an honourable pro- 
fession, for the more precarious resources of literature. 
My appointment to the Sheriifdom of Selldrk called 
for a change of residence. I left, therefore, the plea- 
sant cottage I had upon the side of the Esk, for the 

pleasanter banks of the Tweed,” in order to comply 
with the law, which requires that the Sheriff shall be 
resident, at least during a certain number of months, 
within his jurisdiction. W e found a delightful retire- 
ment, by my becoming the tenant of my intimate 
friend and cousin -german, Colonel Russell,® in his 
mansion of Ashestiel, which was unoccupied, during 
his absence on military service in India. The house 
was adequate to our accommodation, and the exercise 


of a limited hospitality. The situation is uncommonly 
beautiful, by the side of a fine river, whose streams are 
there very favourable for angling, surrounded by the 
remains of natural woods, and by hills abounding in 
game. In point of society, according to the heartfelt 
phrase of Scripture, we dwelt amongst our own 
people and as the distance from the metropolis was 
only thirty miles, we w^ere not out of reach of our 
Edinburgh friends, in which city we spent the terms 
of the summer and winter Sessions of the Court, that 
is, five or six months in the year. 

An important circumstance had, about the same 
time, taken place in my life, Hopes had been held 
out to me from an influential quarter, of a nature to 
relieve me from the anxiety which I must have other- 
wise felt, as one upon the precarious tenure of whose 
own life rested the principal prospects of his family, 
and especially as one who had necessarily some de- 
pendence upon the favour of the public, which is pro- 
verbially capricious ; though it is but justice to add, 
that, in my own case, I have not found it so, Mr. 
Pitt had expressed a wish to my personal friend, the 
Right Honourable William Dundas, now Lord Clerk 
Register of Scotland, that some fitting opportunity 
should be taken to be of service to me ; and as my 
views and wishes pointed to a future rather than an 
immediate provision, an opportunity of accomplishing 
tliis was soon found* One of the Principal Clerks of 
Session, as they are called, (official persons who occupy 
an important and responsible situation, and enjoy a 
considerable income,) wffio had served upw’ards of 
tiiirty years, felt himself, from age, and the infirmity 
of deafness with which it was accompanied, desirous 
of retiring from his official situation. As the law then 
stood, such official persons were entitled to bargain 


1 Pablished, in4to, £l, I Is. 6<3., February 1808. 


2 Now Major-General Sir .Tames Sussell, K.C.B.— See lAfi 
-Scott, Yol. Yiii. pp. 133, 318. 
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with their sTiccessors^ dtherfor a sum of money, which 
was usually a considerable one, or for an interest in 
the emoluments of the office during their life. My 
predecessor, whose services had been unusually meri- 
torious, stipulated for the emoluments of his office 
during Ms life, while I should enjoy the survivorship, 
on the condition that I discharged the duties of the 
office in the meantime. Mr. Pitt, however, having 
died in the interval, his administration was dissolved, 
and was succeeded by that known by the name of the 
Fox and Orenvilie Ministry. My affair was so far 
completed, that my commission lay in the office sub- 
scribed by Ms Majesty j but, from hurry or mistake, 
the interest of my predecessor was not expressed in 
it, as had been usual in such cases. Although, there- 
fore, it only required payment of the fees, I could not 
in honour take out the commission in the present 
state, since, in the event of my dying before him, the 
gentleman whom I succeeded must have lost the 
vested interest which he had stipulated to retain. I 
had the honour of an interview with Earl Spencer on 
the subject, and he, in the most handsome manner, 
gave directions that the commission should issue as 
originally intended j adding, that the matter having 
received the royal assent, he regarded only as a claim 
of justice what he would have willingly done as an 
act of favour. I never saw Mr. Fox on this, or on 
any other occasion, and never made any application 
to him, conceiving that in doing so I might have been 
supposed to express political opinions contrary to those 
wMch I had always professed. In Ms private capaci- 
ty, there is no man to whom I would have been more 
proud to owe an obligation, had I been so distin- 
guished. 

By* this arrangement I obtained the survivorship of 
an office, the emoluments of which were fully adequate 
to my wTshes ; and as the law respecting the mode of 
providing for superannuated officers was, about five 
or sk years after, altered from that which admitted 
the arrangement of assistant and successor, my col- 
league very handsomely took the opportunity of the 
alteration, to accept of the retiring annuity provided 
in such cases, and admitted me to the full benefit of 
the office. 

But although the certainty of succeeding to a con- 


I See Li/e, vol. iii. p. 4. 

3 “ Next view in state, proud prancing on liis roan, 

The golden-crested lianghty Marmion, 

Now forging scrolls, now foremost in the fight, 

Not quite a felon, yet but half a knight, 

The gibbet or the field prepared to grace ; 

A mighty mixture of the great and base. 

And think’st thou, Scott ! by vain conceit perchance. 
On public taste to foist thy stale romance, 

Though Murray with his Miller may combine 
To yield thy muse just half-a-crown per line ? 

No ! when the sons of song descend to trade. 

Their hays are sear, their former laurels fade, 
let such forego the poet’s sacred name, 

■\VTio rack their brains for lucre, not for fame *, 

Still for stern Mammon may they toil in vain! 

And sadly gaze on gold they cannot gain! 


siderable income, at the time I obtained it, seemed to 
assure me of a quiet harbour in my old age, I did not 
escape my share of inconvenience from tho contrary 
tides and currents by which we are so often encoun- 
tered in our journey through life. Indeed, tho pub- 
lication of my next poetical attempt was prematurely 
accelerated, from one of those unpleasant accidents 
wMch can neither be foreseen nor avoided. 

I had formed the prudent resolution to endeavour 
to bestow a little more labour than I had yet done on 
my productions, and to be in no hurry again to an- 
nounce myself as a candidate for literary fame. Ac- 
cordingly, particular passages of a poem, which was 
finally called Marmion,” were laboured with a good 
deal of care, by one by whom much care was seldom 
bestowed. Whether the work was worth tho labour 
or not, I am no competent judge ; but I may he per- 
mitted to say, that the period of its eompoHition was a 
very happy one, in my life ; so much so, that I renu*m- 
ber with pleasure, at this moment, some of tho spots 
in wMch particular passages were composed. It is 
probably owing to this, that the Introductions to the 
several Cantos assumed the form of familiar epistles 
to my intimate friends, in which I alluded, perhaps 
more than was necessaiy or graceful, to my domestic 
occupations and amusements— a loquacity which may 
be excused by those who remember, that I was still 
young, light-headed, and happy, and that out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.'” 

The misfortunes of a near relation and friend, which 
happened at this time, led me to alter my prudent de- 
termination, which had been, to use great precaution 
in sending this poem into the world ; and made it 
convenient at least, if not absolutely necessary, to 
hasten its publication. The publishers of “ The Lay 
of the Last Minstrel,” emboldened by the success of 
that poem, willingly offered a thousand pounds for 
“ Marmion.” 1 The transaction being no secret, af- 
forded Lord Byron, who was then at general war with 
all who blacked paper, an apology for including me in 
his satire, entitled “ English Bards and Scotch Be- 
viewers.”^ I never could conceive how an arrange- 
ment between an author and his publishers, if satis- 
factory to the persons concerned, could afford matter 
of censure to any third party. I had taken no unu* 


Such he their meed, sucli still the just reward 
Of prostituted muse' and hireling bard ! 

For this we spurn Apollo’s venal son, 

And bid a long ‘ Good-night to Marmion.’” 

Byron’s Works, vol. vii. p. 

On first reading this satire, X80f>, Scott says, It is funny- 
enough to see a whelp of a young Lord Byron abusing me, of 
whose circumstances he know.s nothing, for endeavouring to 
scratch out a living with my pen. God help the bear, if, ha- 
ving little else to eat, he must not even suck his own paws. 
I can assure the noble imp of fame it is not my fault that I 
was not born to a park and ^t'.'SOOO a-year, as it is not his lord- 
ship’s merit, although it may be his gieat good fortune, that 
he was not bom to live by his literaiy talents or success.”— 
Life, vol. iii. p. 195. — See also Correspondence with Lovd 
Byron, Md. pp. 39.'5, 3^)8. 
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siial or ungenerous means of enhancing the value of 
inymercbandisG — I had never higgled a moment about 
the bai'gain, but accepted at once what I considered 
the liandsome offer of my publishers. These gentle- 
men, at least, were not of opinion that they had been 
taken advantage of in the transaction, which indeed 
was one of their own framing j on the contrary, the 
sale of the Poem was so far beyond their expectation, 
as to induce them to supply the Author’s cellars with 
what is always an acceptable present to a young Scot- 
tish housekeeper, namely, a hogshead of excellent 
claret* 

The Poem was finished in too much haste, to allow 
me an opportunity of softening down, if not removing, 
some of its most prominent defects. The nature of 
Marmion’s guilt, although similar instances were 
found, and might be quoted, as existing in feudal 
times, was nevertheless not sufficiently peculiar to he 
indicative of the character of the period, forgery being 
the crime of a commercial, rather than a proud and 
warlike age. This gross defect ought to have been 
remedied or palliated. Yet I suffered the tree to lie 
as it had fallen. I remember my friend, Dr. Leyden, 
then in the Bast, wrote me a furious remonstrance 
on the subject, I have, nevertheless, always been of 


1 ** Maraiion was first printed in a splendid quarto, price 
one guinea and a half. The 2{K)() copies of this edition were 
all disposed of in less than a month, when a second of 3000 
copies, in 8vo, was sent to press. There followed a third and 
a foiirth edition, each of SOCK), in UiOD ; a fifth of 2000, early 
in 1810 ; and a sixth of 3000, in two volumes, crown 8vo, with 
twelve designs by Singleton, before the end of that year ; a 
seventh of 4000, and an eighth of 5000 copies 8vo, in 1811 ; a 
ninth of 3000 in 1815; a tenth of 500, in 1820; an eleventh of 
500, and a twelfth of 2000 copies, in foolscap, both in 1825. 
The legitimate sale in this country, therefore, down to the 


opinion, that corrections, however in themselves judi- 
cious, have a bad effect — after publication. An au- 
thor is never so decidedly condemned a.s on his own 
confession, and may long find apologists and parti- 
sans, until he gives up his own cause. I was not, 
therefore, inciined to affi)rd matter for censure out 
of my owii admissions; and, by good fortune, the no- 
velty of the subject, and, if I may say so, some force 
and vivacity of description, were allowed to atone for 
many imperfections. Thus the second experiment 
on the public patience, generally the most perilous,- — 
for the public are then most apt to judge with rigour, 
what in the first instance they had received, perhaps, 
with imprudent generosity,— -was in ray case decidedly 
successful. I had the good fortune to pass tliis ordeal 
favourably, and the return of sales before me makes 
the copies amount to thirty-six thousand printed be- 
tween 1808 and, 1825, besides a considerable sale since 
that period.^ I shall here pause upon the subject of 
Marmion,” and, in a few prefatory words to The 
Lady of the Lake,” the last poem of mine which ob- 
tained eminent success, I will continue the task which 
I have imposed on myself respecting the origin of my 
productions, 

Abbotsford, April, 1830. 


time of its being included in the first collective edition of his 
poetical works, amounted to 31,000 ; and the aggregate of that 
sale, down to the period at which I am writing (May 1836), 
may be stated at 50,000 copies. I presume it is right for mo 
to facilitate the task of future historians of our literature by 
preserving these details as often as I can. Such particulars 
respecting many of the great works even of the last century, 
are already sought for with vain regret ; and I anticipate no 
day when the student of English civilisation will pass without 
curiosity the contemporary reception of the Tale of Flodden 
Piel<L”---LocKHART, Li/i’ vol. fix. p, 66. 
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TO THE 

EIGHT HONOURABL1B 

HENRY LORD MONTAGU,* 

4-a. 4c. 

THIS EOHANCE IS INSCRIBED BY 

THE AUTHOK 


advertisement TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

/i is hardly to he esepeded, that an Atdhor wJiom the Puhlie have honoured with so77te decree of applause, should 
not he again a trespasser on tJuiir Mndness, Yet the Author of Maemion must he supposed to feel some anmeig 
concerning its success, since he is sensible ihod he hazards, by this second intrusion, any reputation which his f ni 
Poem may have procured Mm. The present story turns upon the private adventures of a fctiiious charamr; but 
is called a Tale of Fhdden Field, because the heroes fate is connected with that memorable defeat, and the causes 
wMdi led to it. The design of the Author was, if possihU, to apprize his readers, at the outset, of the date of his 
Story, and to prepare them for the manners of the Age in viMch it is laid, A ny Historical Narrative, far more an 
attempt at Epic composUion, eseceeded his plan of a Romantic Talet yethemay he permitted to Iwpejrmn the popu- 
larity of The Lay of the Last Minstrel, tluxt an attempt to paint the manners of the feudal times, upon a 
broader scale, and in the course of a more intereding story, will not he miaecepiahle to the Puhlie, 

The Poem opens ahout the commencement of Avgust, and concludes with the defeat of Elodden, Bth September, 

1515. 

Ashestiel, 1808. 




INTRODUCTION TO CANTO FIRST. 


william STEWART ROSE, ESQ.2 

*■' 

Ashestiel, EUrkh Forest. 
November’s sky is chill and drear, 

November’s leaf is red and sear : 

Late, gazing down the steepy linn, 

That hems our little garden in, 

Low in its dark and narrow glen, 

You scarce the rivulet might ken. 

So thick the tangled greenwood grew, 

So feeble trill’d the streamlet through : 

Now, murmnrmg hoarse, and frequent seen 
Through bush and brier, no longer green. 

An angry brook, it sweeps the glade, 

Brawls over rock and wild cascade. 

And, foaming brown with doubled speed, 
Humes its watei-s to the Tweed, 


t Lord Montagu -wa^the second son of Henry Duke of Buc- 
clench, by the only da.ughter of John last Duke of Montagu. 

2 For the origin and progress of Scott’s acquaintance with 
Mr. Bose, see Life, vols. ii. iii, iv. vi. Part of Maimion was 


No longer Autumn’s glowing red 
Upon our Forest hills is shed 
No more, beneath the evening beam, 
Fair Tweed reflects their purple gleam j 
Away hath pass’d the heather-bell 
That bloom’d so rich on Needpath-fell ; 
Sallow his brow, and russet bare 
Are now the sister-heights of Yair. 

The sheep, before the pinching heaven, 
To shelter’d dale and down are driven, 
"Where yet some faded herbage pines, 
And yet a watery sunbeam shines : 

In meek despondency they eye 
The wither’d sward and wintry sky, 
And far beneath their summer hill, 
Stray sadly by Glenkinnon’a rill : 

The shepherd shifts his mantle’s fold, 
And wraps him closer from the cold j 
His dogs, no me«|py circles wheel. 

But, shivering, follow at his heel ; 

A cowering glance they offcen cast. 

As deeper moans the gathering blast. 


composed at Mr. Bose’s seat in the New Forest, Ibid. vol. iii, 
p. 10. 

8 MS, — *' No longer now in. glowing red 

The Ettericke-Forest hills are clad.” 
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My imps, though hardy, bold, and wild, 
As best befits the mountain child, 

Feel the sad influence of the hour, 

And wail the daisy’s vanished fiower; 
Their summer gambols tell, and mourn, 
And anxious ask, — -Will spring return, 
And birds and lambs again be gay, 

And blossoms clothe the hawthorn spray? 

Yes, prattlers, yes. The daisy’s flower 
AgJiin shall paint your summer bower ; 
Again the hawthorn shall supply 
The garlands you delight to tie ; 

The lambs upon the lea shall bound, 

The wild birds carol to the round, 

And while you frolic light as they, 

Too short shall seem the summer day. 

To mute and to material things 
New life revolving summer brings 
The genial call dead Nature hears. 

And in her glory reappears. 

But oh I my country’s wintry state 
What second spring shall renovate ? 

What powerful call shall bid arise 
The buried warlike and the wise 
The mind that thought for Britain’s weal, 
The hand that grasp’d the victor steel? 

The vernal sun new life bestows 
Even on the meanest flower that blows ; 
But vainly, vainly may he shine, 

Where glory weeps o’er Nelson’s shrine ; 
And vainly pierce the solemn gloom, 

That shrouds, 0 Pitt, thy hallowed tomb I 

Deep graved in every British heart, 

O never let those names depart !‘^ 

Say to your sons, — Lo, here his grave. 
Who victor died on Gadite wave 
To him, as to the burning lewn, 

Short, bright, resistless course was given. 
‘^Vhcre’er his country’s foes were found, 
Was heard the fated thunder’s sound, 


1 « ^chance and change* of nature,— the vicissitudes 
which are ohservahle in the moral as well as the physical part 
of the creation,— have given occasion to more exquisite poetry 
than any other general subject. The Author had before made 
ample use of tim sentiments suggested by these topics ; yet he 
is not satisfied, but begins again with the same in his first in- 
troduction. The lines are certainly pleasing ; hut they fall, in 
our estimation, far below that beautiful simile of the Tweed 
which he has introduced iuto his former poem. The 
A/, va,i fAccXa-Tcai of Mosehus is, however, worked up 
again to some advantage in the following passage ‘ To mute,’ 
Sue."— loath! )/ Rev, Map 1808. 

2 MS.— “ What call awakens from the dead 

The hero’s heart, the patriot’s head ?” 

3 MS.— “ Deep in each British bosom wrote, 

0 never be those names forgot !” 

* Nelson. 5 Copenhagen. 

MS. — Tugg’d at subjection’s cracking rein,” 

MS.— Show’d their Md zeal a worthier cause.” 


Till burst the holt on yonder shore, 

Roll’d, blazed, destroy’d, — and was no more. 

Nor mourn ye less his perish’d worth. 

Who bade the conqueror go forth, 

And launch’d that thunderbolt of war 
On Egypt, Hafnia,^ Trafalgar ; 

Who, bom to guide such high emprize. 

For Britain’s weal was early wise ; 

Alas ! to whom the Almighty gave, 

For Britain’s sins, an early grave ! 

His worth, Who, in his mightiest hour, 

A bauble held the pride of power, 

Spum’d at the sordid lust of pelf, 

And served his Albion for herself ; 

Who, when the frantic crowd amain 
Strain’d at subjection’s bursting rein,® 

O’er their wild mood full conquest gain’d, 

The pride, he would not crush, restrain’d, 

Show’d their fierce zeal a worthier cause,''' 

And brought the freeman’s arm, to aid the free- 
man’s laws. 

Had’st thou but lived, though stripp’d of 
power, ^ 

A watchman on the lonely tower, 

Thy thrilling trump had roused the land, 

When fraud or danger were at hand ; 

By thee, as by the beacon-light, 

Our pilots had kept course aright ; 

As some proud column, though alone, 

Thy strength had propp’d the tottering throne; 
Now is the stately column broke, 

The beacon-light is quench’d in smoke, 

The tinimpet’s silver sound is still, 

The warder silent on the hill I 

Oh think, how to his latest day,® 

'When Death, just hovering, claim’d Ms prey, 
With Palinure’s unalter’d mood, 

Firm at his dangerous post he stood ; 

Each call for needful rest repell’d, 

With dying hand the rudder held, 


8 This paragraph, was interpolated on the blank page of the 
MS. We insert the lines as they appear there 
“ 0 had he lived, though stripp’d of power, 

Like a lone watchman on the tower, 

His thrilling trumpet through the land 
Had warn’d when foemen were at hand. 

As by some beacon’s lonely light, 

{ By thee our coarse had steer’d aright '» V 
■< Our steady course had steer’d aright ; > 

Our pilots kept their course aright ; J 
His single mind, unbent by fate, 

Had propp’d his country’s tottering weight ; 

As some column left alone. 

Had propp’d OUT tottering state and throne. 

His strength had propp’d our tottering throne. 

The beacon light is quench’d in smoke, 

The warder fallen, the column broke,” 

9 MS.— ** Yet think how to his latest day.” 
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Till, in Ills fall, with fateful sway, 

Tlie steerage of the realm gave way ! 

Then, while on Britain’s thousand plains, 
One unpolluted church remains, 

Whose peaceful bells ne’er sent around 
The bloody tocsin’s maddening sound, 

But stUI, upon the hallow’d day,^ 

Convoke the swains to praise and pray ; 
While faith and civil peace are dear, 

Grace this cold marble with a tear, — 

He, who preserved them, Pm, lies here ! 

Nor yet suppress the generous sigh, 
Because his rival slumbers nigh ; 

Nor be thy requiescat dumb, 

Lest it be said o’er Fox’s tomb.® 

For talents mourn, untimely lost, 

When best employ’d, and wanted most j 
Mourn genius high, and lore profound, 
And wit that loved to play, not w^ound j 
And all the reasoning powers divine, 

To penetrate, resolve, combine ; 

And feelings keen, and fancy’s glow,— - 
.They sleep with him who sleeps below : 
And, if thou mourn’st they could not save 
TVom error him who owns this grave, 

Be every harsher thought suppress’d, 

And sacred be the last long rest. 

JETcre, where the end of earthly things 
Lays heroes, patriots, bards, and kings ; 
Where stiff the hand, and still the tongue, 
Of those who fought, and spoke, and 
sung; 

Jler^f where the fretted aisles prolong 
The distant notes of holy song, 

As if some angel spoke agen, 

All peace on earth, good-will to men 


1 MS.—** But still upon the holp rfay ” 

2 In place of this couplet, and the ten lines which follow it, 
the original MS. of Marmion has only the following 

** If genius high and judgment sound, 

And wit that loved to play, not wound. 

And all the reasoning powers divine, 

To penetrate, resolve, combine. 

Could save one mortal of the herd 
From error— Fox had never err’d.” 

“ While Scott was correcting a second proof of the passage 
where Pitt and Fox are mentioned together, at Stanmore 
Priory, in April 1807, Lord Ahercorii suggested that the com- 
pliment to the Whig statesman ought to be still further 
heightened, and, several lines— 

For talents mourn untimely lost, 

WTieti best employed, and wanted most, &c.— 

were added accordingly. I have heard, indeed, that they 
came from the Marquis’s own pen. Ballantyne, however, 
from some inadvertence, had put the sheet to press before the 
revise,, as it is called, arrived in Edinbmqgh, and some few 
copies got abroad in which the additional couplets were 
omitted. A London journal (the Morning Chronicle) was 
stupidand malignant cuough to insinuate that theauthor had 


If ever from an English heart, 

0, here let prejndico depart. 

And, partial feeling cast aside,'"* 

Record, that Fox a Briton died ! 

When Europe crouch’d to France’’s yoke, 
And Austria bent, and Prussia broke, 

And the firm Russian’s purpose brave, 

Was barter’d by a timorous slave, 

Even then dishonour’s peace he spum’d. 

The sullied olive-branch return’d, 

Stood for his country’s glory fast, 

And nail’d her colours to the mast ! 

Heaven, to reward his firmness, gave 
A portion in this honour’d grave, 

And ne’er held marble in its trust 
Of two such wondrous men the dust.^ 

With more than mortal powers endow’d, 
How high they soar’d above the crowd ! 
Theirs was no common party race,^» 

Jostling by dark intrigue for place ; 

Like fabled Gods, their mighty war 
Shook realms and nations in its jar ; 

Beneath each banner proud to stand, ^ 
Look’d up the noblest of the land, 

Till through the British world were known 
The names of Pitt and Fox alone. 

Spells of such force no wizard grave 
E’er framed in dark Thessalian cave, 

Though his could drain the ocean dry, 

And force the planets from the sky.® 

These spells are spent, and, speifb with these, 
The wine of life is on the lees. 

Genius, and taste, and talent gone, 

For ever tomb’d beneath the stone, 

W'here — taming thought to human pride ! — ' 
The mighty chiefs sleep side by side.7 


hi? presentation copies struck off with or without them, ac- 
cording as they were for Whig or Tory hand.?, I mention the 
circumstance now only because I see by a letter of Heber’s 
that Scott had thought it worth his while to contradict the 
absurd charge in the newspapers of the day.”— Lockhaiit, 
o/iS'eoW, vol. iii. p. 61. 

3 MS.— “ And party passion doff d aside.” 

4 The first epistolary effusion, containing a threnody on 
Nelson, Pitt, and Fox, exhibits a remarkable failure. W e are 
unwilling to quarrel with a poet on the score of politics ; but 
the manner in which he has chosen to praise the lust of these 
great men, is more likely, we conceive, to give offence to his 
admirers, than the most direct censure. The only deed for 
which he is praised is for having broken off the negotiation for 
peace ; and fox this act of firmness, it is added, Heaven re- 
warded him with a share in the honoured grave of Pitt ! It is 
then said that his errors should be forgotten, and that he died 
a Briton— a pretty }>lain insinuation that, in the author’s 
opinion, he did not live one ; and just such an encomium as 
he himself pronounces over the grave of his villain herein 
Marmion.”—J effrey. 

5 MS,— “ Theirs was no common courtier race ** 
c MS.— And force the palemoon from the sky,” 

7 ** Reader ! remember when thou wert a lad, 

^ Then Pitt was all ; or, if not all, so much. 

His very rival almost deem’d him such. 
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Drop upon Pox’s grave the tear, 

’Twill trickle to his rival’s bier ; 

O’er Pitt’s the mournful requiem sound. 

And Fox’s shall the notes rebound. 

The solemn echo seems to cry, — 

Here let their discord with them die. 

Speak not for those a separate doom, 

Whom Fate made Brothers in the tomb ; 

But search the land of living men, 

Where wilt thou find their like agenP’ 

Rest, ardent Spirits I till the cries 
Of dying Nature bid you rise j 
Not even your Britain’s groans can pierce 
The leaden silence of your hearse ; 

Then, 0, how impotent and vain 

This grateful tributary strain 1 

Though not immark’d from northern clime, 

Ye heard the Border Minstrel’s rhyme : 

His Gothic harp has o’er you rung ; 

The Bard you deign’d to praise, your deathless 
names has sung. 

Stay yrf3t, illusion, stay a while. 

My wilder’d fancy still beguile 1 
From this high theme how can 1 part, 

Ere half unloaded is my heart 1 
For all the tears e’er sorrow' drew, 

And all the raptures fancy knew*, 

And all the keener rush of blood, 

That throbs through bard in bard-like mood, 
Were here a tribute mean and low, 

Thougb all their mingled streams could flow— 
Woe, wonder, and sensation high, 

In one spring-tide of ecstasy I — 

It will not be — it may not last — 

The vision of enchantment’s past : 

Like frostwork in the morning ray, 

The fancied fabric melts away ; ^ 

Each Gothic arch, memorial-stone, 

And long, dim, lofty aisle, are gone ; 

And, lingering last, deception dear, 

The choir’s high sounds die on iny ear. 

Now slow' return the lonely down, 
liie silent pastures bleak and brown, 

The farm begirt with copsewood wild, 

The gambols of each frolic child, 

Mixing their shrill cries with the tone 
Of Tweed’s dark waters rushing on. 


We, we have seen the intellectual race j 

Of giants stand, like Titans, face to face ; 1 

Athos and Ida, with a dasliing sea 
Of eloquence between, wliicli flow’d all free, 

As the deep billows of tbe ^geaii roar 
Betwixt tbe Hellenic and tbe Phrygian shore. 

But where are they—the rivals !--a few feet 
Of sullen earth divide each winding-sheet. 

How peaceful and how powerful is the grave 
Which hushes all ! a calm unatormy wave 
Which oversweeps the world. Tlie theme is old 


Prompt on unequal tasks to run. 

Thus Nature diseiplines her son : 

Meeter, she says, for me to stray, 

And waste the solitary day, 

In plucking from yon fen the reed, 

And watch it floating down the Tweed ; 

Or idly list the shrilling lay, 

With which the milkmaid cheers her way, 
Marking its cadence rise and fail, 

As from the field, beneath her pail, 

She trips it down the uneven dale : 

Meeter for me, by yonder cairn, 

The ancient shepherd’s talc to learn ; 
Though oft he stop in rustic fear,^ 

Lest his old legends tire the ear 
Of one, who, in his simple mind, 

May boast of book-learn’d taste refined. 

But thou, my friend, can’st fitly tell, 
(For few have read romance so well,) 

How still the legendary lay 
O’er poet’s bosom holds its sway ; 

How on the ancient minstrel strain 
Time lays his palsied hand in vain ; 

And how our hearts at doughty deeds, 

By warriors wrought in steely weeds, 

Still throb for fear and pity’s sake ; 

As when the Champion of the Lake 
Enters Morgana’s fated house, 

Or in the Chapel Perilous, 

Despising spells and demons’ force, 

Holds converse with the unburied corse 
Or when, Dame Ganore’s grace to move, 
(Alas, that lawless was their love !) 

He sought proud Tarquin in bis den. 

And freed full sixty knights ; or when, 

A sinful man, and unconfess’d, 

He took the Sangreal’s holy quest, 

And, slumbering, saw the vision high, 

He might not view wdth waking eye.^ 

The mightie.st chiefs of British song 
Scorn’d not such legends to prolong : 

They gleam through Spenser’s elfin dream, 
And mix in Milton’s heavenly theme ; 

And Drj'den, in immortal strain. 

Had raised the Table Round again, ^ 

But that a ribald King and Court 
Bade him toil on, to make them spoi*t ; 


Of " dust to dust but half its tale untold ; 

Time tempers not its terrors.”—— — 

Bvaox’s Jffe of Bronze. 

1 If but a beam of sober reason play, 

Lo ! Fancy’s fairy frostwork melts away.*’ 

Bog ebs’ Pleasures of Blemori/. 

2 MS.— “ Though oft he stops to wonder still 
That his old legends have the skill 
To win so well the attentive ear, 

Perchance to draw the sigh or tear.” 

8 See Appendix, Note A Ibid, Note B. 5 Ibid, Note C 



SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 

I And well in modern verse hust wove 

j ^ Partenopex's mystic love: ^ 

pi" • I Hear, then, attentive to my lay, 

Lh deaign/ A knighUy tale of Albion’s elder day. 




CANTO FIRST. 




Day set on Norham’'s castled steep,” 

And Tweed’s fair river, broad and deep, 
And Cheviot’s mountains lone : 

The battled towers, the donjon keep,” 

The loophole grates, where captives weep, 
The flanking w^alls that round it sweep. 

In yellow lustre shone. 

The w^arriors on the turrets high, ^ 
Moving athwart the evening sky,^* 

Seem’d forms of giant height : 

Their armour, as it caught the rays, 
Flash’d back again the western blaze, 

In lines of dazzling light. 


Saint George’s banner, broad and gay, 
Now faded, as the fading ray 
Less bright, and less, was flung j 
The evening gale had scarce the power 
To w^ave it on the Donjon Tower, 

So heavily it hung. 

The scouts had parted on their search, 
The Castle gates were barr’d ; 

Above the gloomy portal arch, 

Timing his footsteps to a march. 

The Warder kept his guard ; 

Low humming, as he paced along, 
Some ancient Border gathering song. 


A distant trampling sound he hears ; 

He looks abroad, and soon appears, 

Attention, with fix’d eye; and Fear, 

That loves the tale she shrinks to hear. 

And gentle Courtesy ; and Faith, 

And Valour that despises death.” 

^ The New Forest in Hampshire, anciently so called. 

5 See Appendix, Note D. 

6 William Kufus. 

7 JPartmopex de Blois, a poem, by W. S. Rose, Esq. was 
published in 1808.— En. 

fi Seo Appendix, Note E. 9 Ibid, Note F, 

10 In the MS. the first line has hoa^'i/ keep;" the fourth 
“ donjon steep;" the seventh ruddp lustre,” 

11 MS.— Eastern sky.” 

12 MS, — ** Evening blaze.” 
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MARMION. 


O’er Homciiff-hili a plump* of spears. 
Beneath, a peunou gay ; 

A hoi^many darting from the crowd. 
Like lightning from a summer cloud. 
Spurs on his mettled courser proud, 
Before the dark array. 

Beneath the sable palisade, 

That closed the Castle barricade, 

His bugle horn he blew; 

The warder hasted from the wall. 
And warn’d the Captain in the hall, 
For well the blast he knew ; 

And joyfully that knight did call. 

To sewer, squire, and seneschal. 


His square-tum'd joints, and strength of limn, 
Show’d him no carpet knight so trim, 

But in ebse fight a champion grim, 

In camps a leader sage."* 


Well was he arm’d from head to heel. 

In mail and plate of Milan steel 
But his strong helm, of mighty cost, 

Was all with burnish’d gold emboss’d ; 
Amid the plumage of the crest, 

A falcon hover’d on her nest. 

With wings outspread, and forward breast ; 
E’en such a falcon, on his sMeld, 

Soar’d sable in an azure field : 

The golden legend bore aright, 

SKIIlja at me, to treatli tftgljt 

Blue was the charger’s broider’d rein ; 

Blue ribbons deck’d Ms arching mane ; 

The knightly housing’s ample fold 
Was velvet blue, and trapp’d with gold. 


Now broach ye a pipe of Malvoisie, 
Bring pasties of the doe, 

And quickly make the entrance free, 
And bid my heralds ready be, 

And every minstrel sound his glee, 

And all our trumpets blow ; 

And, from the platform, spare ye not 
To fire a noble salvo-shot 
Lord Marmion waits below!” 

Then to the Castle’s lower ward 
Sped forty yeomen tall, 

The iron-studded gates unbarr’d, 
Raised the portcullis’ ponderous guard. 
The lofty palisade unsparr’d 
And let the drawbridge fall. 


Behind him rode two gallant squii'es, 

Of noble name, and laiightly sires ; 

They burn’d the gilded spurs to claim ; 

For well could each a war-horse taTno, 
Could dT*aw the bow, the sword could sway 
And lightly bear the ring away ; 

Nor less with courteous precepts stored, 
Could dance in hall, and carve at board, 
And frame love- ditties passing rare, 

And sing them to a lady fair. 


Along the bridge Lord Marmion rode, 
Proudly his red-roan charger trode, 

His helm hung at the saddlebow; 

Well by his visage you might know 
He was a stal worth knight, and keen, 
And had in many a battle been ; 

The scar on his brown cheek revGal’d^ 

A token true of Bosworth field ; 

His eyebrow dark, and eye of fire, 
Show’d spirit proud, and prompt to ire ; 
Yet lines of thought upon his cheek 
Did deep design and counsel speak. 

His forehead, by his casque worn bare, 
His thick mustache, and curly hair. 
Coal-black, and grizzled here and there, 
But more through toil than age ; 


VIIl. 

Four men-at-arms came at their backs, 
With halbert, bill, and battle-axe : 

They bore Lord Marmion’s lance so strong,! 
And led his sumpter-mules along, 

And ambling palfrey, when at need 
Him listed ease his battle-steed. 

The last and trustiest of the four, 

On iiigh his forky pennon bore ; 

Like swallow’s tail, in shape and hue, 
Flutter’d the streamer glossy blue, 

Where, blazon’d sable, as before, 

The towering falcon seem’d to soar. 

Last, twenty yeomen, two and two, 

In hosen black, and jerkins blue, 


'i Thi.s word properly applie.s to a of water-fowl ; but the prominence of the features ; and the minion of a king is as 

iBapjdicd, by analogy, to a body of horse. light and sinewy a cavalier as the Borderer—rather less fero- 

There is a Iniight of the North Country, cious— more wicked, not less fit for the hero of a ballad, and 

Which leads a lusty of spears.’* much more so for the hero of a regular x»oem.”— •G ror.GB 

Flodden Field. Ellis. 

2 MS.—"' A welcome shot.” 

3 MS. — On his brown cheek an azure scar 

Bore token true of Bosworth war.’ 7 bore Lord Marmioii’s lance so strong, 

* “ Marmion is to Deloraine what Tom Jones is to Joseph Two led his sumpter-mules along, 

Andrews ’ the varnish of higher breeding nowhere dinunishes The third his paliVey, when at need. 


5 See Appendix, Note G. 
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« Now, largesse, largesse,^; Lord Marmion, ; ^ 
Kniglitof the crest of gold! 

A blazon’d shield, in battle won, 

Ne’er guarded heart so bold.” 

XIL 

They marshalFd him to the Castle-hall, 
Where the guests stood all aside, 

And loudly flourish’d the trumpet-call, 

And the heralds loudly cried, 

Room, lordings, room for Lord Marmio% 
With the crest and helm of gold ! 

Full well we know the trophies won 
In the lists at Cottisw’-old : 

There, vainly Ralph de Wilton strove 
’Gainst Marmion’s force to stand ; 

To Mm he lost his lady-love, 

And to the King his land. 

Ourselves beheld the listed field, 

A sight both sad and fair ; 

We saw Lord Marmion pierce his shield,'^ 
And saw his saddle bare ; 

We saw the victor win the crest 
He wears with worthy pride ; 

And on the gibbet-tree, reversed, 

His foeman’s scutcheon tied. 

Place, nobles, for the Falcon-Knight! 

Room, room, ye gentles gay, 

For him who conquer’d in the right, 
Marmion of Fontenaye I” 


With falcons broider’d on each breast, 
Attended on their lord’s behest. 

Each, chosen for an archer good, 

Knew hunting-craft by lake or wood ; 
Each one a six-foot bow could bend, 

And far a cloth-yard shaft could send; 
Each held a boar-spear tough and strong, 
And at their belts their quivers rung. 
Their dusty palfreys, and array, 

Show’d they had march’d a weary way., 


’Tis meet that 1 should tell you now, 
How fairly arm’d, and order’d how, 
The soldiers of the guard, 

With musket, pike, and morion, 

To welcome noble Marmion, 

Stood in the Castle-yard ; 

Minstrels and trumpeters w^ere there, 
The gunner held his linstock yare, 
For welcome-shot prepared : 
Enter’d the train, and such a clang,^ 
As then through all his turrets rang, 
Old Norham never heard. 


The guards thdr morrice-pikes advanced, 
The trumpets flourish’d brave, 

The cannon from the ramparts glanced. 
And thundering welcome gave. 

A blithe salute, in martial sort. 

The minstrels well might sound, 

For, as Lord Marmion cross’d the court, 
He scatter’d angels round. 

« Welcome to Norham, Marmion I 
Stout heart, and open hand ! 

Well dost thou brook thy gallant roan. 
Thou flower of English land I” 


XIII. 

Then stepp’d to meet that noble Lord, 

Sir Hugh the Heron bold, 

Baron of Twisell, and of Ford, 

And Captain of the Hold.® 

He led Lord Marmion to the deas, 

Raised o’er the pavement high, 

And placed Mm in the upper place — 

They feasted full and high : 

The wMles a Northern harper rade 
Chanted a rlijme of deadly feud, 

How the fierce TldriDalls, and Ridleys aiifi 
Stout Willdmiidsidchy 
And Ilardndmg Dick^ 

And Hugliie ofHawdon^ and Will o’ the Wail, 
Have set on Sir AUiany Featlm'stonliaughy 
And taken Ms life at tlw Deadmair's-skatvF 
Scantily Lord Marmion’s ear could brook 
The harper’s barbarous lay; 

Yet much he praised tlie pains he took, 

And well those pains did pay: 


Two pursuivants, whom tabarts deck, 

With silver scutcheon round their neck. 
Stood on the steps of stone, 

By which you reach the donjon gate. 

And there, with herald pomp and state. 
They hail’d Lord Marmion 
They hail’d Mm Lord of Fontenaye, 

Of Lutterward, and Scrivelhaye, 

Of Tamworth tower and town 
And he, their courtesy to requite. 

Gave them a chain of twelve marks’ weight, 
All as he lighted down. 


the scenes, in a degree which no general description could 
suggest ; nor could we so completely enter the Castle wiih 
Lord Marmion, were any circumstances of the description 
omitted.*'— Critic. 

3 See Appendix, Note I. ^ lUd. Note K. 

5 MS.— ‘‘ his sluekl.” 

6 See Appendix, Note L. v ibid. Note AI. 


I MS— “And when he enter’d, such a clang, 

As through the echoing turrets rang.” 

s « The most picturesque of all poets, Homer, is frequently 
mmute, to the utmost degree, in the description of the dresses 
and accoutrements of his personages. These particulars, often 
jEiconsideriible m themselves, have the effect of giving truth 
ana identity to the picture, and 'assist the mind in realizing 


MARMION. 


For lady’s suit, and niinstrcrs strain, 

By knight should ne’er be heard in vain. 

XIV. 

Now, good Lord Marrniori,” Heron says, 
Of your fair courtesy, 

I pray you bide some little space 
In this poor tower with me. 

Here may you keep your arms from, rust, 
May breathe your war-horse well ; 
Seldom hath pass’d a week but giust 
Or feat of arms befell : 

The Scots can rein a mettled steed ; 

And love to couch a spear 
Saint George ! a stirring life they lead, 
That have such neighbours near. 

Then stay with us a little space, 

Our northern wars to learn ; 

I pray you, for your lady’s grace !” 

Lord Mamiion’s brow grew stern. 

."XV. 

The Captain mark’d his alter’d look, 

And gave a squire the sign ; 

A mighty w^assail-bowi he took. 

And crown’d it high in wine. 

Now pledge me here, Lord Marmion ; 
But first I pray thee fair,^ 

Where hast thou left that page of thine, 
That used to serve thy cup of wine, 

Whose beauty was so rare 2 
When last in Raby towers we met, 

The boy I closely eyed, 

And often mark’d his cheeks w'erc wet, 
With tears he lain would hide : 

His was no rugged horse-boy’s liarid, 

To burnish shield or sharpen brand,- 
Or saddle battle-steed ; 

But meeter seem’d for lady fair, 

To fan her cheek, or curl her hair, 

Or through embroidery, rich and rare, 

The slender silk to lead ; 

His skin was fair, his ringlets gohl, 

His bosom — when he sigh’d, 

The russet doublet’s rugged fold 
Could scarce repel its pride ! 

Say, hast thou given that lovely youth 
To serve in lady’s bower 1 
Or was the gentle page, in sooth, 

A gentle paramour 2” 


1 MS .— And let me pray thee fair.” 

2 MS.— To rub a shield, or sharp a brand.” 
aiS.— “ Lord Marmion ill such jest could brook, 

He roll’d his kindling eve ; 

Fix’d on the Knight his dark hanght look, 
And answer’d stern and high ; 

* That page thou did’st so closely eye, 

So fair of hand and skin, 

Is come, I ween, of lineage high, 

And of thy lady’s kin. 


■ XVI. ' 

Lord Marmion ill could brook such jest ; • 

He roll’d his Idndling eye, 

With pain his rising wrath suppress’d, 

Yet made a calm reply: 

That boy thou though t’st so goodly fair, 

He might not brook the northern air. 

More of his fate if thou wouldst learn, 

I left him sick in Lindisfara : ^ 

Enough of him. — But, Heron, say, 

Why does thy lovely lady gay 
Disdain to grace the hall to-day 1 
Or has that dame, so fair and sage, 
Goneonsomepiouspilgrimage2”— 

He spoke in covert scorn, for fame 
Whisper’d light tales of Heron’s dame.‘'^ 

XVIL 

Unmark’d, at least unreck’d, the taunt, 
Careless the Knight replied,^ 

^ No bird, whose feathers gaily flaunt, 
Delights in cage to hide : 

Norham is grim and grated close, 

Hemm’d in by battlement and fosse, 

And many a dai'ksome tower ; 

And better loves ray lady bright 
To sit in liberty and light, 

In fair Queen Margaret’s bovver. 

We hold our greyhound in our hand, 

Our falcon on our glove ; 

But where shall we find leash or band, 

For dame that loves to rove 1 
Let the wild falcon soar her swing, 

She’ll stoop when she has tired her wing .” — i 

XVIII. 

Nay, if with Royal James’s bride 
The lovely Lady Heron bide, 

Behold me here a messenger. 

Your tender greetings prompt to bear; 

For, to the Scottish court address’d, 

I journey at our King’s behest. 

And pray you, of your grace, provide 
For me, and mine, a trusty guide. 

I have not ridden in Scotland since 
James back’d the cause of that mock prince, 
Warbeek, that Flemish counterfeit, 

Who on the gibbet paid the cheat. 

Then did I march with Surrey’s power. 

What time we razed old Ayton tow’er ,” — b 


That youth, so like a paramour. 

Who wept for shame and pride, 

Was erst, in Wilton’s lordly bower. 

Sir Ralph de Wilton’s bride.’” 

4 See Note 2 B, canto ii. stanza L 
A MS.— Whisper’d strange things of Heron’s dame.* 
G MS.— “ The captain gay replied.” 

7 MS.—''* She’ll stoop again when tired her wing,’* 

8 See Appendix, Note N. 
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XIX. 

For such-like need, my lord, I trow, 
Norham can 6nd you guides enow ; 

For here be some have prick’d as far, 

On Scottish ground, as to Dunbar; 

Have drunk the monks of St. Bothan’s ale, 
And driven the beeves of Lauderdale ; 
Harried the wives of Greenlaw’s goods, 

And given them light to set their hoods.” — ^ 

XX. 

“ Now, in good sooth,” Lord Marniiou 
'■ cried,, ■ 

“ Were I in warlike wise to ride, 

A better guard I would not lack, 

Than your stout forayers at my back ; 

But, as in form of peace I go, 

A friendly messenger, to know, 

Why through all Scotland, near and far. 
Their King is mustering troops for war. 

The sight of plundering Border spears 
Might justify suspicious fears, 

And deadly feud, or thirst of spoil, 

Break out in some unseemly broil : 

A herald were my fitting guide ; 

Or friar, sworn in peace to bide ; 

Or pardoner, or travellmg,priest, 

Or strolling pilgrim, at the least.” 

XXI. 

The Captain mused a Uttle space, 

And pass’d his hand across his face. 

“ Fain would I find the guide you want, 
But ill may spare a pursuivant, 

The only men that safe can ride 
Mine errands on the Scottish side : 

And though a bishop built this fort. 

Few holy brethren here resort ; 

Even our good chaplain, as I ween, 

Since our last siege, we have not seen : 

The mass he might not sing or say, 

Upon one stinted meal a-day; 

So, safe he sat in Durham aisle, 

And pray’d for our success the while. 

Our Norham vicar, woe betide, 

Is all too -well in case to ride ; 

The priest of Shoreswood- — he could rein 
The wildest war-horse in your train ; 

But then, no spearman in the hall 
Will sooner swear, or stab, or brawl. 

Friar J ohn of Tillmouth were the man : 

A blithesome brother at the can, 

A welcome guest in hall and bower, 

He knows eacfi castle, town, and tower, 

In which the wine and ale is good, 

’Twixt Newcastle and Holy-Rood. 

But that good man, as ill befalls, 

Hath seldom left our castle walls, 


1 See Appendix, Note 0. 2 ibid. Note P. 

* MS.— “ And of the olives’ shaded cell.” 


Since, on the vigil of St. Bede, 

In evil hour, he cross’d the Tweed, 

To teach Dame Alison her creed. 

Old Bughtrig found him with his wife ; 
And John, an enemy to strife, 

Sans frock and hood, fled for his life. 

The jealous churl hath deeply swore, 
That, if again he venture o’er, 

He shall shrieve penitent no more. 

Little he loves such risks, I know ; 

Yet, in your guard, perchance will go.” 

XXII. 

Young Selby, at the fair hall-board. 
Carved to his uncle and that lord, 

And reverently took up the word. 

Kind uncle, woo were we each one, 

If harm should hap to brother J ohn. 

He is a man of mirthful speech, 

Can many a game and gambol teach : 
Full well at tables can he play, 

And sweep at bowls the stake away. 
None can a lustier carol bawl, 

The needfullest among xis all, 

When time hangs heavy in the hall, 

And snow comes thick at Christmas tide, 
And we can neither hunt, nor ride 
A foray on the Scottish side. 

The vow’d revenge of Bughtrig rude, 
May end in worse than loss of hood. 

Let Friar John, in safety, still 
In chimney-corner snore his fill, 

Roast hissing crabs, or flagons swill : 

Last night, to Norham there came one, 
Will better guide Lord Marmion.” — 

" Nephew,” quoth Heron, by my fay, 
Well hast thou spoke; say forth thy say.’ 

XXIII. 

Here is a holy Palmer come, 

From Salem first, and last from Rome ; 
One, that hath kiss’d the blessed tomb. 
And risited each holy shrine, 

In Araby and Palestine ; 

On hills of Armenie hath been, 

Where Noah’s ark may yet be seen ; 

By that Red Sea, too, hath he trod, 
WTiich parted at the prophet’s rod ; 

In Sinai’s wilderness he saw 
The Mount, where Israel heard the law, 
’Mid thunder-dint, and flashing levin, 
And shadows, mists, and darkness, given. 
He shows Saint James’s cockle-shell, 

Of fair Montserrat, too, can tell ; 

And of that Grot where Olives nod,® 
Where, darling of each heart and eye, 
From all the youth of Sicily, 

Saint Rosalie^ retired to God.® 

* MS.—*' Ketired to God St. Eosalis.” 

See Appendix, Note Q. 
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XXIV. 

To stout Saint George of Norwicli merry. 

Saint Thomas, too, of Canterbury, 

Cuthbert of Durham and Saint Bede, 

I^oi* his sins’ pardon hath he pray’d. 

He knows the passes of the North, 

And seeks far shrines beyond the Forth; 

Little he eats, and long will wake, 

And drinks but of the stream or lake. 

This were a guide o’er moor and dale; 

But, when our John hath quaff’d his ale, 

As little as the wind that blows, 

And warms itself against his nose,^ 

Kens he, or cares, which way he goes,”— ® 

'xxv.'." 

Gramercy l” quoth Lord Marmion, 

Full loth were I, that Friar John, 

That venerable man, for me, 

Were placed in fear or jeopardy. 

If this same Palmer wiU me lead 
From hence to Holy-Rood, 

Like his good saint, I’ll pay his meed, 

Instead of cockle-shell, or head, 

With angels fair and good. 

I love such holy ramblers; still 
They know to charm a weary hhl, 

With song, romance, or lay: 

Some jovial tale, or glee, or jest, 

Some lying legend, at the least, 

They bring to cheer the way.”— 

XXVI. 

« Ah! noble sir,” young Selby said, 

And finger on his lip he laid, 

“ This man knows much, perchance e’gn more 
Than he could learn by holy lore. 

Still to himself he’s muttering, 

And shrinks as at some unseen thing. 

Last night we listen’d at his cell ; 

Strange sounds we heard, and, sooth to tell, 
lie murmur’d on till morn, howe’er 
No living mortal could be near. 

Sometimes I thought I heard it plain, 

As other voices spoke again. 

I cannot tell — I like it not^ — 

Friar John hath told us it is wrote. 

No conscience clear, and void of wrong, 

Can rest awake, and pray so long. 

1 MS.— “ And -with mcthegliii warm’d his nose. 

As little as,” <Sic. 

2 “ This poem has faults of too great magnitude to he pas- 
sed without notice. There is a debasing lowness and vulgarity 
in some passages, which we think must be offensive to every 
reader of delicacy, and which are not, for the most part, re- 
deemed by any vigour or picturesque effect. The venison 
pasties, we think, arc of this description; and this commemo- 
ration of Sir Hugh Heron’s troopers, who 

* Have drunk the monks of St. Bothan’s ale,’ &c. 

The long account of Friar John, though not without merit, 


Himself still sleeps before his bead.s 
Have mark’d ton aves, and two creeds.” — ® 

XXVII. 

— « Let pass,” quoth Marmion ; by my 

fey, 

This man shall guide me on my way, 

Although the great arch-fiend and he 
Had sworn themselves of company. 

So please you, gentle youth, to call 
This Palmer* to the Castle-hall.” 

The summon’d Palmer came in place ; 

His sable cowl o’erhung his face ; 

In his black mantle was he clad, 

With Peter’s keys, in cloth of red, 

On his broad shoulders wrought ; 

The scallop shell his cap did deck ; 

The crucifix around his neck 
Was from Loretto brought ; 

His sandals were with travel tore, 

Staff, budget, bottle, scrip, he wore ; 

The faded palm-branch in his hand 
Show’d pilgrim from the Holy Land.^’ 

XXYIII. ' 

When as the Palmer came in hall, 

Nor lord, nor knight, was there more tall, 

Or had a statelier step withal, 

Or look’d more high and keen ; 

For no saluting did he wait, 

But strode across the hall of state, 

And fronted Marmion where he sate,® 

As he his peer had been. 

But his gaunt frame was worn with toil ; 

His cheek was sunk, alas the while I 
And when he struggled at a smile, 

His eye look’d haggard wild : 

Poor wretch ! the mother that him bare. 

If she had been in presence there, 

In his wan face, and sun-bum’d hair. 

She had not known her child. 

Danger, long travel, want, or woe, 

Soon change the form that best we know — 

For deadly fear can time outgo, 

And blanch at once the hair ; 

Hard toil can roughen form and face,^ 

And want can quench the eye’s bright grace. 

Nor does old age a wrinkle trace 
More deeply than despair. 

offends in the saiuo sort, nor can we easily conceive, how any 
one could venture, in a serious lioem, to speak of 

* the wind that blows. 

And warms itself against Ms Jeffrey.] 

3 See Appendix, Note R. Ibid. Note S. 

5 The first presentment of the mysterious Palmer is laud 
able.”~J EFFRE Y. 

6 MS.— “ And near Lord Marmion took his seat.” 

7 MS.— “ Hard toil can alter form and face, 

r roughen youthful grace, 

And want can-< quench > 

V. dim I grace. 
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llappy wbom none of these befall^,' 

But this poor Palmer knew them all. 

XXIX. 

Lord Marmion then his boon did ask ; 

Tlie Palmer took on him the task, 

So h© would march with morning tulc,® 

To Scottish court to be his guide. 

« But I have solemn vows to pay, 

And may not linger by the way. 

To fair St. Andrews hound, 

Within the ocean-cave to pray^ 

Where good Saint Rule his holy lay, 

From midnight to the dawn of day, 

Sung to the billows’ sound 
Thence to Saint Fillan’s blessed well. 

Whose spring can frenzied dreams dispel, 
And the crazed brain restore : ^ 

Saint Mary grant, that cave or spring 
Could back to peace my bosom bring, 

Or bid it throb no more I” 

XXX. 

And now the midnight draught of sleep, 
W’^here wine and spices richly steep, 

In massive bowl of silver deep, 

The page presents on knee. 

Liord Marmion drank a fmr good rest, 

The Captain pledged his noble guest, 

TTie cup went through among the rest,® 
Who drain’d it merrily ; 

Alone the Palmer pass’d it by, 

Though Selby press’d him courteously. 

This was a sign the feast w'as o’er ; 

It hush’d the merry wassel roar,® 

The minstrels ceased to sound. 

Soon in the castle nought was heard, 

But the slow footstep of the guard, 

Pacing his sober round. 

. XXXI. ■ 

With early dawn Lord Marmion rose : 

And hnst the chapel doors unclose ; 

Then, after morning rites were done, 

(A hasty mas.s from Friar John,?) 

And knight and squire had broke their fast, 
On rich substantial repast, 


1 MS.— “ Happy whom none mch mes befall.” 

^ MS.— “ So he would ride with morning tide.” 

3 See Appendix, Note T. 4 Ibid. Note U. 

* MS.— The cup pass’d round among the rest.” 

« MS.—** Soon died the merry wassci roar.” 

7 ** In Catholic countries, in order to reconcile the plea- 
fluresofthe great with the observances of religion, it was com- 
mon, when a party was bent for the chase, to celebrate mass, 
abridged and maimed of its rites, called a hunting-mass, the 
brevity of which was designed to correspond with the impa- 
tience of the audience .”— to “ The AbUi.*' Nm Edit. 

8 MS.™ “ Slow they roll’d forth upon the air.” 

s See Appendix, Note V. 


Lord Marmimrs bugles blew to horse; 
Then came the stirrup-cup in coursti : 
Between the Baron and his host, 

No point of courtesy was lost ; 

High thanks were by Lord Marmion paid, 
Solemn excuse the Captain made. 

Till, filing from the gate, had pass’d 
That noble train, their Lord the last. 

Then loudly rung the trumpet call ; 
Thunder'd the cannon from the wail, 

And shook the Scottish shore ; 

Around the castle eddied slow, 

Volumes of smoke as white as snow, 

And hid its turrets hoar ; 

Till they roll’d forth upon the air,® 

And met the river breezes there, 

Which gave again the prospect fair. 


at 1111011. 


INTRODUCTION TO CANTO SECOND. 


• TO THB 

REV. JOHN MARRIOTT, A.M. 

Ashe^idy Ettricle Fn7ri4» 
The scenes are desert now, and bare, 

Where flourish’d once a forest fair,^ 

When these waste glens with copse were lined, 
And peopled with the hart and hind. 

Yon Thorn — perchance whose prickly spears 
Have fen|bd him for three hundred years, 

WTiile fell around his green compeers — 

Yon lonely Thorn, would he could tell 
The changes of his parent dcll,^® 

Since he, so grey and stubborn now, 

Waved in each breeze a sapling bough ; 

Would he could tell how deep the shade 
A thousand mingled branches made ; 

How broad the shadows of the oak, 

How clung the rowan^^ to the rock, 

And through the foliage show’d Ms head. 

With narrow leaves and berries red ; 


“The second epistle opens again with ‘cliance and change;' 
but it cannot be denied that the mode in which it is intro- 
duced is new and poetical. The comparison of liittrick Fo 
rest, novr open and naked, with the state in which it once was 
— covered with wood, the favourite resort of the royal hunt, 
and the refuge of daring outlaw^— leads the poet to imagine 
an ancient thorn gifted with the powers of reason, and relating 
the various scenes which it has witnessed during a i>eriod of 
three hundred years. A melancholy train of fancy is natu- 
rally encouraged by the idea.”— ilfonthfi/ Review. 

Mouutaiu-ash. 

MS.—** How bj’oad the ash his shadows flung, 

How’ to the rock the rowan clung.” 
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What pines on every mountain sprung. 

O’er every dell what birches hiing, 

In every breeze wdiat aspens shook. 

What aldci’s shaded every brook ! 

Here, in my shade,” methinks he’d say^ 
The mighty stag at noon-tide lay : 

The wolf I’ve seen, a fiercer game, 

(The neighbouring dingle bears his name,) 
With lurching step around me prowl, 

And stop, against the moon to howd ; 

The mountain-boar, on battle set, 

His tusks upon my stem would whet ; 

While doe, and roe, and red-deer good, 

Have bounded by, tlirough gay green-wood. 
Then oft, from Newark’s^ riven tower, 

Sallied a Scottish monarch’s power ; 

A thousand vassals muster’d round, 

With horse, atxd hawk, and horn, and hound ; 
And I might see the youth intent, 

Guard every pass with crossbow bent ; 

And through the brake the rangers stalk, 

And faic’ners hold the ready hawk ; 

And foresters, in green-wood trim, 

Lead in the leash the gazehounds grim, 
Attentive, as the bratchet’s^ bay 
From the dark covert drove the prey, 

To slip them as he broke away. 

The startled quarry bounds amain, 

As fast the gallant greyhounds strain ; 
Whistles the arrow from the bow, 

Answei’s the harquebuss below ; 

While all the rocking hills reply, 

To hoof-clang, hound, and hunters’ cry, 

And bugles ringing lightsomely.” 

Of such proud hxin tings, many tales 
Yet linger in our lonely dales, 

ITp pathless Ettriek and on Yarrow, 

Where erst the outlaw drew his arrow. ^ 

But not more blithe that silvan court, 

Than we have been at humbler sport ; 

Though small our pomp, and mean our 
game,' ... • 

Our mirth, dear Marriott, was the same, 
Eemember’st thou my greyhounds true? 

O’er holt or hill there never flew, 

From slip or leash there never sprang, 

More fleet of foot, or sure of fang.. 


1 See Notes to the Lay of the Last Minstrel. 

2 siowhound. 

3 The Tale of the Outlaw Murray, who hold out Newark 
Castle and Ettriek Forest against the King, may be found in 
the Border Minstrelsy, vol. i. In the Macfarlane MS., among 
other causes of .Tames the Fifth’s charter to the burgh of Sel- 
kirk, is mentioned, that the citizens assisted him to suppress 
this dangerous outlaw. 

^ A seat of the Duke of Bucclcuch on the Yarrow, in Et- 
trick Forest See Notes to the Lay of the Last Minstrel. 
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Nor dull, between each merry chase, 

Pass’d by the intemitted space ; 

For we had fair resource in store, 

In Classic and in Gothic lore ; 

We mark’d each memorable scene, 

And held poetic talk between ; 

Nor MU, nor brook, we paced along. 

But had its legend or its song. 

All silent now — ^for now are still 
Thy bowers, untenanted Bowhill 
No longer, from thy mountains dun, 

The yeoman hears the well-known gun, 

And w'hile his honest heart glows warm, 

At thought of Ms paternal farm, 

Round to Ms mates a brimmer fills, 

And drinks, The Chieftain of the Hills !’* 

No fairy forms, in Yarrow’s bowers, 

Trip o’er the walks, or tend the flowers. 

Fair as the elves whom Janet saw 
By moonlight dance on Carterliaugh ; 

No youthful Baron ’s left to grace 
The Forest-Sheriff’s lonely chase, 

And ape, In manly step and tone, 

The majesty of Oberon:® 

And she is gone, whose lovely face 
Is but her least and lowest grace 
Though if to SylpMd Queen ’twere given, 

To show our earth the charms of Heaven, 

She could not glide along the air, 

With form more light, or face more fair. 

No more the widow’s deafen’d ear 
Grows quick that lady’s step to hear : 

At noontide she expects her not, 

Nor busies her to trim the cot ; 

Pen.sive she turns her humming wheel, 

Or pensive cooks her orphans’ meal ; 

Yet blesses, ere she deals their bread, 

The gentle hand by which they’re fed. 

From Yair, — w’hich hills so closely hind, 

Scarce can the Twcjed Ms passage find. 

Though much he fret, and chafe, and toil, 

Till all his eddying currents boil, — 

Her long-descended lord 7 is gone. 

And left us by the stream alone. 

And much I miss those sportive boys, 

Companions of my mountain joys, 

Just at the age ’twixt boy and youth, 

"When thought is speech, and speech is truth. 


3 Mr. Marriott was governor to the voting nobleman here 
alluded to, George Henry, Lord Scott, son to Charles, Earl of 
Dalkeith, {afterwards Duke of Bucclcuch and Queensberry,) 
and who died early in liJOfi. — See of Scott, vol. iii. pp. r/MiL 

0 The four next lines on Harriet, Countess of Dalkeith, af- 
terwards Dttche&a of Buccleueh, were not in the original MS. 

7 The late Alexander Pringle, Esq., of Whytbank— whose 
beautiful seat of the Yair stands on the Tweed, about twO' 
miles below Ashcstiel, the then residence of the poet 

2 The sons of Mr. Pringle of Whytbank. 
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Yet even this nakedness has power, 

And aids the feeling of the honr: 

Nor thicket, dell, nor copse you spy, 

Where living thing conceard might He; 

Nor point, retiring, hides a dell, 

Where swain, or woodman lone, might dwell | 
There’s nothing left to fancy’s guess, 

You see that all is loneliness : 

And silence aids — though the steep hills 
Send to the lake a thousand rills ; 

In summer tide, so soft they weep. 

The sound but lulls the ear asleep ; 

Your horse’s hoof-tread sounds too rude, 

So stilly is the solitude. 


Close to my side, with what delight 
They press’d to hear oi Wallace wight, 
Wlien, pointing to his airy mound, 

I call’d his ramparts holy ground F 
Kindled their brows to hear me speak; 
And I have smiled, to feel my cheek, 
Despite the difference of our years, 

Return again the glow of theirs. 

Ah, happy boys ! such feelings pure, 

They will not, cannot, long endure ; 
Condemn’d to stem the world’s rude tide, 
You may not linger by the side ; 

For Fate shall thrust you from the shore, 
And Passion ply the sail and oar,®' 

Yet cherish the remembrance still, 

Of the lone mountain, and the rill ; 

For trust, dear boys, the time will come, 
When fiercer transport shall be dumb, 
And you will think right frequently, 

But, well I hope, without a sigh, 

On the free hours that we have spent 
Together, on the brown hill’s bent. 


Nought living meets the eye or ear, 
But well I ween the dead are near; 
For though, in feudal strife, a foe 
Hath laid Our Lady’s chapel low,® 
Yet still, beneath the hallow’d soil, 
The peasant rests him from his toil, 
And, dying, bids his bones be laid, 
Where erst his simple fathers pray’d. 


When, musing on companions gone, 

We doubly feel ourselves alone, 

Something, my Mend, we yet may gain ; 
There is"a pleasure in this pain i 
It soothes the love of lonely rest, 

Deep in each gentler heart impress’d. 

’Tis silent amid worldly toils, 

And stifled soon by mental broils ; 

But, in a bosom thus prepared. 

Its still small voice is often heard. 
Whispering a mingled sentiment, 

’Twixt resignation and content. 

Oft in my mind such thoughts awake. 

By lone Saint Mary’s silent lake 
Thou know’st it well, — nor fen, nor sedge. 
Pollute the pure lake’s crystal edge ; 
Abrupt and sheer, the mountains sink 
At once upon the level brink ; 

And just a trace of silver sand^ 

Marks where the water meets the land. 
Far in the mirror, bright and blue, 

Each hill’s huge outline you may view 
Shaggy with heath, but lonely bare. 

Nor tree, nor bush, nor brake, is there, 
Save where, of land, yon slender line 
Bears thwart the lake the scatter’d pine. 


If age had tamed the passions’ strife, ^ 

And fate had cut my ties to life, 

Here, have I thought, ’twere sweet to dwell. 
And rear again the chaplain’s cell, 

Like that same peaceful hermitage, 

Where Milton long’d to spend his age.® 
’Twere sweet to mark the setting day, 

On Bourhope’s lonely top decay ; 

And, as it faint and feeble died 

On the broad lake, and mountain’s side. 

To say, Thus pleasures fade away ; 

Youth, talents, beauty, thus decay, 

And leave us dark, forlorn, and grey 
Then gaze on Dryhope’s ruin’d tower, 

And think on Yarrow’s faded Flower: 

And when that mountain-sound 1 heard, 
Which bids us be for storm prepared. 

The distant rustling of his wings, 

As up liis force the Tempest brings, 

’Twere sw^eet, ere yet his terrors rave, 

To sit upon the Wizard’s grave ; 

That Wizard Priest’s, whose bones are thrust 
From company of holy dust 
Cn w’hieh no sunbeam ever shines— 

(So superstition’s creed divines) — 


J There is, on a high mountainous ridge above the farm of 
Ashestiei, a fosse called Wallace’s Trench. 

^ MS.—** And i/mth shall ply the sail and oar,” 

3 See Appendu^ Note W. 

* MS.—** At once upon the brink; 

And, just a line of pebbly sand.” 

3 MS.—** Far traced upon the lake you view 

The hills’ I ^ sides and sombre hue.” 

« See Appendix, Note X. 

7 “ A few of the lines which follow breathe as true a spirit 


of peace and repose, as even the simple strains of our vener' 
able Walton.”— Heiiew. 

8 ** And may at last my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage. 

The hairy gown and mossy cell, 

Where I may sit and rightly spell 
Of every star that heaven doth show, 

And every herb that sips the dew ; 

Till old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain.” 

Jl Pemeroso. 

8 See Appendix, Note Y. 
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Thence view the lake, with sullen roar, 
flea VO her broad billows to the shore ; 

And mark the wild-swans mount the gale, 

Spwiul wide through mist their snowy sail,' 

And ever stoop again, to lave 
Their bosoms on the surging wave : 

Then, when against the driving hail 
No longer might my plaid avail, 

Back to my lonely home retire, 

And light my lamp, and trim my fire ; 

There ponder o’er some mystic lay, 

Till the wild tale had all its sway,^ 

And, in the bittern’s distant shriek, 

1 heard unearthly voices speak, 

And thought the Wizard Priest was come, 

To claim again his ancient home ! 

And bade my busy fancy range, 

To frame him fitting shape and strange, 

Till from the task my brow I clear’d,'^ 

And smiled to think that I had fear’d. 

But chief, ’twere sweet to think such life, 
(Though but escape from fortune’s strife,) 
Something most matchless good and wise, 

A great and grateful sacrifice ; 

And deem each hour to musing given, 

A step upon the road to heaven. 

Yet him, whose heart is ill at case, 

Such peaceful solitudes displease : 

Ho loves to drown his bosom’s jar 
Amid the elemental war : 

And my black Palmer’s choice had been 
Some ruder and more savage scene. 

Like that which frowns round dark Loch-skene.^ 
There eagles scream from isle to shore; 

Down all the rocks the torrents roar ; 

O’er the black waves incessant driven. 

Dark mists infect the summer heaven ; 

Through the rude barriers of the lake, 

Away its hurrying waters break, 

Paster and whiter dash and curl. 

Till down yon dark abyss they hurl. 

Rises the fog-smoke w'hite as snow, 

Thunders the viewless stream below, 

Diving, as if condemn’d to lave 
Some demon’s subterranean cave, 

Who, prison’d by enchanter’s spell. 

Shakes the dark rock with groan and yell. 

And well that Palmer’s form and mien 
Had suited with the stormy scene, 

Just on the edge, straining his ken 
To view the bottom of the den, 

Where, deep deep down, and far within, 

Toils with the rocks the roaring linn ; 


I MS.— spread through broad mist their snowy sail.” 
» M S.— ** TiilAiintfy wild had all her sway . ” 

3 MS.— “ Till from the task my brain I clear’d.” 

See Appendix, Note Z. 


Then, issuing forth one foamy wave, 
And wheeling round the Giant’s Grave, 
White as the snowy charger’s tail. 
Drives down the pass of Moffatdale. 

Marriott, thy harp, on Isis strung, 

To many a Border theme has rung 
Then list to me, and thou shalt know 
Of this mysterious Man of Woe. 


MHrmian* 


CANTO SEC03JD. 


Cnnhcntv 

I. 

The breeze, which swept away the smoke. 
Round Norham Castle roll’d, 

When all the loud artillery' spoke, 

With lightning-flash, and thunder-stroke, 
As Marmion left the Hold. 

It curl’d not Tweed alone, that breeze. 

For, far upon Norihumbrian seas. 

It freshly blew, and strong, 

Where, from high Whitby’s cloister’d pile,® 
Bound to St. Cutlibert’s Holy Isle, 7 
It bore a bark along. 

Upon the gale she stoop’d her side, 

And bounded o’er the swelling tide. 

As she were dancing home ; 

The merry seamen laugh’d, to see 
Their gallant ship so lustily 
Furrow the green sea-foam, 

Much joy’d they in their honour’d freight ; 
For, on the deck, in chair of state. 

The Abbess of Saint Hilda placed, 

With five fair nuns, the galley graced. 

II. 

’Twas sweet to see these holy maids, 

Like birds escaped to green-wood shades. 
Their first flight from the cage. 

How timid, and how curious too. 

For all to them w’as strange and new, 
x\nd all the common sights they view. 

Their wonderment engage* 

One eyed the shrouds and swelling sail, 
With many a henedicite ; 

One at the rippling surge grew pale. 

And would for terror pray ; 


s See various ballads by Mr. Marriott, in the 4th vol. of the 
Border Minstrelsy, 
s See Appendix, Note 2 A. 

7 See Appendix, Note 2 B 
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Then slirielv’d, because the sea-dog, nigh, 

Xlis round black head, and sparkling eye, 
Bear’d o’er the foaming spray ; 

And one would still adjust her veil, 

Disorder’d by the summer gale, 

Perchance lest some more worldly eye 
Pier dedicated charms might spy ; 

Perchance, because such action graced 
Her fair-turuM arm and slender waist. 

Light was each simple bosom there, 

Save two, who ill might pleasure share,—' 

The Abbess, and the Novice Clare, 

III. 

The Abbess was of noble blood, 

But early took the veil and hood, 
hire upon life she east a look. 

Or knew the world that she forsook. 

Fair too she was, and kind had been 
As she was fair, but ne’er had seen 
For her a timid lover sigh, 

Nor knew the influence of her eye. 

Love, to her ear, was but a name, 

Combined with vanity and shame ; 

Her hopes, her fears, her joys, were all 
Bounded within the cloister wall ; 

The deadliest ^n her mind could reach, 

"Was of monastic rale the breach ; 

And her ambition’s highest aim 
To emulate Saint Hilda’s fame. 

For this she gave her ample dower,’ 

To raise the convent’s eastern tower ; 

For this, with carving rare and quaint, 

She deck’d the chapel of the saint, 

And gave the relic-shrine of cost, 

With ivory and gems emboss’d. 

The poor her Convent’s bounty blest, 

The pilgrim in its halls found rest. 

IV. 

Black was her garb, her rigid rale 
Reform’d on Benedictine school ; 

Pier cheek was pale, her form \vas spare ; 
Vigils, and penitence austere, . 

Had early quench’d the light of youth, 

But gentle was the dame, in sooth ; 

Though vain of her religious swny, 

She loved to see her maids obey. 

Yet notliing stem was she in cell, 

And the nuns loved their Abbess well. 

Bad was this voyage to the dame ; 

Summon’d to Lindisfarne, she came. 

There, with Saint Cuthbert’s Abbot old, 

And Tynemouth’s Prioress, to hold 
A chapter of Saint Benedict, 
inquisition stern and strict, 
i >n two apostates from the faith, 

And, if need were, to doom to death, 

1 MS.—'* *Tims she thnf. gave her ample dower . . . 


.".■'T,' ■ , ■■■■ 

Nought say 1 hero of Sister Clare, 

Save this, that she was young and fair^ 

As yet a novice unprofess’d, 

Lovely and gentle, but distress’d. 

She was betroth’d to one now dead. 

Or worse, who had dishonour’d fled. 

Her kinsmen bade her give her hand 
To one, who loved her for her land : 

Herself, almost heart-broken now. 

Was bent to take the vestal vow, 

And shroud, witlnn Saint Hilda’s gloom, 

Her blasted hopes and wither’d bloom. 

VI. 

She sate upon the galley’s prow, 

And seem’d to mark the waves below ; 

Nay, seem’d, so fix’d her look and eye, 

To count them as they glided by. 

She saw them not — ’twTis seeming all — 

P'ar other scene her thoughts recall, — 

A sun-scorch’d desert, waste and bare, 

Nor waves, nor breezes, murmur’d there ; 
There saw she, w^here some careless hand 
O’er a dead corpse had heap’d the sand, 

To hide it till the jacnais come. 

To tear it from the scanty tomb.— 

See w’hat a woful look was given, 

Afi she raised up her eyes to heaven ! 

VII. 

Lovely, and gentle, and distress’d — 

These charms might tame the fi.ercest breast : 
Harpers have sung, and poets told, 

That he, in fury uncontroll’d, 

The shaggy monarch of the wood, 

Before a virgin, fair and good. 

Hath pacified his savage mood. 

But passions in the human frame, 

Oft put the lion’s rage to shame : 

And jealousy, by dark intrigue, 

With sordid avarice in league. 

Had practised with their bowl and knife, 
Against the mourner’s harmless life. 

This crime was charged ’gainst those who lay 
Prison’d in Cuthbert’s islet grey. 

VIII. 

And now the vessel skirts the strand 
Of mountainous Northumberland ; 

Towns, towers, and halls, successive rise?., 

And catch the nuns’ delighted eyes. 
Monk-Wearmouth soon beliind them lay, 

And Tynemouth’s priory and bay ; 

They mark’d, amid her trees, the hall 
Of lofty Seaton-Dolaval ; 

They saw the Blythe and Wansbeek floods 
Hush to the sea through sounding woods ; 


*'rwas she, vrith carving rare and quaint, 
fFho deck’^d the chapel of the saint,” 
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They pass’d the tower of Widderington,^ 

Mother of many a valiant son j 
At Coqnct-islo their beads they tell 
To the good Saint who own’d the cell ; 

Then did the Alne attention claim. 

And Wark worth, proud of Percy’s name; 

And next, they cross’d themselves, to hear 
The whitening breakers sound so near, 

Where, boiling through the rocks, they roar, 

On Dunstanborough’s cavern’d shore ; 

Thy tower, proud Bamborough, mark’d they there. 
King Ida’s castle, huge and square. 

From its tall rock look grimly dowm, 

And on the swelling ocean frown ; 

Then from the coast they bore away, 

And reach’d the Holy Island’s bay. 


Yet still entire the Abbey stood, 
Like veteran, worn, but unsubdued. 


Soon as they near’d his turrets strong. 
The maidens raised Saint Hilda’s song, 
And with the sea-wave and the wind, 
Their voices, sweetly shrill, combined, 
And made harmonious close ; 

Then, answering from the sandy shore, 
Half-drown’d amid the breakers’ roar. 
According chorus rose : 

Down to the haven of the Isle, 

The monks and nuns in order file, 
From Cuthbert’s cloisters grim ; 
Banner, and cross, and relics there, 

To meet Saint Hilda’s maids, they bare ; 
And, as they caught the .sounds on air, 
They echoed back the hymn. 

The islanders, in joyous mood, 

Rush’d cmuloiisly through the flood. 

To hale the bai'k to land ; 

Conspicuous by her veil and hood, 
Signing the cross, the Abbess stood, 

And bless’d them with her hand. 


The tide did now its flood-mark gain, 
And girdled in the Saint’s domain : 
For, with the flow and chh, its style 
Varies from continent to isle ; 
Dry-shod, o’er sands, twice eveiy day, 
The pilgrims to the shrine find way; 
Twice every day, the waves eflacc 
Of staves and sand.aird feet the tivice. 
As to the port the galley flew, 

Higher and higher rose to view 
The Castle vtith its battled walls, 

The ancient Monastery’s halls, 

A solemn, huge, and dark-red pile, 
Placed on the margin of the isle. 


XII. 

Suppo.se we now the welcome said. 
Suppose tlie Convent banquet made : 

All through the holy dome, 

Through cloister, ai-sle, an<l gallery, 
Wherever vestal maid might piy, 

Nor risk to meet unhallow’d eye, 

The stranger sisters roam : 

Till fell the evening damp with dew. 
And the sharp sea-hreezo coldly blew, 
For there, oven summer night is chill. 
Then, having stray’d and gazed their fill 
They closed around the fii*6 ; 

And all, in turn, essay’d to paint 
The rival merits of their saint, 

A theme that ne’er can tire 
A holy maid ; for, be it known, 

That their saint’s honour is tlieii- own. 


In Saxon strength that Abbey frown'd, 

With massive arches broad and round, 

That rose alternate, row and row, 

On ponderous columns, .short and low, 
Built ere the art was known, 

By pointed aisle, and shafted stalk, 

T’he arcades of an alloy’d walk 
To emulate in stone. 

On the deep walls, the heathen Dane 
Had pour’d his impious rage in vain ; 

And needful was such strength to these, 
Exposed to the tempestuous seas, 

Scourged by the winds’ eternal sway. 

Open to rovers fierce as they, 

Which could twelve hundred years withstand 
Winds, waves, and northern pirates’ hand. 
Not but that portions of the pile, 

Re])uilded in a later style, 

Show’d where the spoiler’s hand had been ; 
Not but the wasting .sea-breeze keen 
Had worn the pillar’.s carving quaint, 

And moulder’d in his niche the saint, 

And rounded, with consuming power, 

The pointed angles of each tower ; 


XIII. 

Then Whitby’s nuns exulting told, 

How to their hou.so three Barons bold 
Must menial service do 
"IVhile horns blow out a note of shame, 
And monks cry " Fye upon your name I 
In wrath, for loss of silvan game, 

Saint Hilda’s priest ye slew.”' — 

Tliis, on Ascension-day, each year, 
While labouring on our harbour-pier, 
Must Herbert, Bruce, and Percy hear,”- 
They told, how in their convent-cell 
A Saxon princess once did dwell, 


See Appendix, Note 2 C. 


Sec the notes on ChevJ/ Chase.— Vunvy's Rcliques. 
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The lovely Edelfled 

And how, of thousand snakes, each one 
Was changed into a coil of stone. 

When holy Hilda pray’d ; 

Themselves, within their holy bound. 

Their stony folds had often found. 

They told, how sea-fowls’ pinions fail, 

As over Whitby’s towers they sail,® 

And, sinking down, with flutterings faint, 
They do their homage to the saint, 

XIV. 

Nor did Saint Cuthhert’s daughters fail. 

To vie with these in holy tale ; 

His body’s resting-place, of old, 

How oft their patron changed, they told 
How, when the rude Dane bum’d their pile, 
The monks fled forth from Holy Isle j 
O’er northern mountain, marsh, and moor, 
From sea to sea, from shore to shore, 

Seven years Saint Cntlibert’s corpse they bore. 
They rested them in fair Melrose; 

But though, alive, he loved it well, 

Not there his relics might repose ; 

For, wondrous tale to tell ! 

In his stone-cofSn forth he rides, 

A ponderous bark for river tides, 

Yet light as gossamer it glides. 

Downward to Tllmouth cell. 

Nor long was Ms abiding there, 

For southward did the saint repair; 
Ghester-le-Street, and jRippon, saw 
His holy corpse, ere Wardilaw 
Hail’d him with joy and fear ; 

And, after many wanderings past, 

He chose his lordly seat at last. 

Where his cathedral, huge and vast, 

Looks down upon the Wear: 

Tliere, deep in Durham’s Gothic shade, 

His relics are in secret laid ; 

But none may know the place, 

Save of his holiest servants three, 

Deep sworn to solemn secrecy, 

Who share that wondrous grace. 

XV. 

Who may his miracles declare ! 

Even Scotland’s dauntless king, and heir, 
(Although with them they led 
Galwegians, wild as ocean’s gale. 

And Lodon’s knights, all sheathed in mail. 
And the bold men of Tenctdale,) 

Before his standard fled.”* 

’Twas he, to vindicate his reign, 

Edged Alfred’s falchion on the Dane, 

And turn’d the Conqueror back again,® 


^ See Apj>endxx, Note 2D. s Note 2 E. 

* See Appendix, Note 2 F. 4 Ibid, Note 2 G. 

s See Appendix, Note 2 H. 


When, with his Norman bowyer band, 

He came to waste Northumberland. 

XVI. 

But fain Saint Hilda’s nuns would learn 
If, on a rock, by Lindisfarne, 

Saint Cuthhert sits, and toils to frame 
The sea-bom beads that bear his name :® 
Such tales had Whitby’s fishers told, 

And said they might his shape behold, 
And hear his anvil sound ; 

A deaden’d clang, — a huge dim form, 

Seen but, and heard, when gathering 
storm^ 

And night were cloring round. 

But this, as tale of idle fame, 

The nuns of Lindisfarne disclaim. 

XVIL 

Wliile round the fire such legends go. 

Far different was the scene of woe, 

Where, in a secret aisle beneath, 

Council was held of life and death. 

It was more dark and lone that vault, 
Than the w^orst dungeon cell : 

Old Colwulf s built it, for his fault. 

In penitence to dwell, 

When he, for cowl and beads, laid dow;n 
The Saxon battle-axe and crown. 

This den, which, chilling every sense 
Of feeling, hearing, sight, 

Was call’d the Vault of Penitence, 
Excluding air and light, 

Was, by the prelate Sexhelm, made 
A place of burial for such dead, 

As, haring died in mortal sin, 

Might not be laid the church within. 

’Twas now a place of punishment ; 

Whence if so loud a shriek were sent, 

As reach’d the upper air, 

The hearers bless’d themselves, and said, 
The spirits of the sinful dead 
Bemoan’d their torments there. 

XVIIL 

But though, in the monastic pile, 

Did of this penitential aisle 
Some vague tradition go, 

Few only, save the Abbot, knew 
Where the place lay ; and still more few 
Were those, who had from him the clew 
To that dread vault to go. 

Victim and executioner 

Were blindfold when transported there. 

In low dark rounds the arches hung, 

From the rude rock the side- walls sprung ; 


® See Apperidix, Note 2 1. 

7 MS.— Seen only when the gathering storm.” 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 K. 
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The grave-stonesj rudely sculptured o’er, 
Half sunk in earth, by time half wore, 
Were all the pavement of the floor; 

The mildew-drops fell one by one, 

With tinkling plash, upon the stone. 

A cresset,^ in an iron chain, ^ 

Which served to light this drear domain, 
With damp and darkness seem’d to strive, 
As if it scarce might keep alive ; 

And yet it dizniy served to show 
The awful conclave met below. 

XIX. , „ 

There, met to doom in secrecy, 

Were placed the heads of convents three : 
All servants of Saint Benedict, 

The statutes of whose order strict 
On iron table lay 

In long black dress, on seats of stone, 
Behind were these three judges shown 
By the pale cresset’s ray : 

The Abbess of Saint Hilda’s, there, 

Sat for a space with visage bare. 

Until, to hide her bosom’s swell, 

And tear-drops that for pity fell, 

She closely drew her veil ; 

Yon shrouded figure, as I guess, 

By her proud mien and flowing di’css, 

Is Tynemouth’s haughty Prioress, 

And she with awe looks pale : 

And he, that Ancient Man, whose sight 
lias long been quench’d by age’s night, 
Upon whose wrinkled brow alone. 

Nor ruth, nor mei’cy’s trace, is shown, 
Whose look is hard and stern, — 

Saint Outhbert’s Abbot is his style ; 

For sanctity call’d, through the isle, 

The Saint of Lindisfarnc. 

XX. 

Before them stood a guilty pair ; 

But, though an equal fate they share. 


J Anti<jue chandelier. 

2 MS.— “ Suspended by an iron chain, 

A cresset show’d this | }■ domain.” 

s MS.—** On stony table lay,” ? 

^ See Aizpeudix, Note 2 L. 

6 “ The picture of Constance before her judges, though 
more laboured than that of the voyage of the Lady Abbess, 
is not, to our taste, so pleasing; though it has beauty of a kind 
fully as popular.” — J effrey. 

“ I sent for * Marraion,’ because it occurred to me there 
might be a resemblance between part of * Parisina,’ and a si- 
milar scene in the second cant^ of ‘ Marmion.’ I fear there 
is, though I never thought of it before, and could hardly wish 
to imitate that which is inimitable. I wish you would ask Mr. 
Gifford whether I ought to say any thing upon it. I had com- 
pleted the story on the passage from Gibbon, which indeed 
leads to a like scene naturally, without a thought of the kind ; 
bixt it comes upon me not very comfortably.”— Lord Byron to 
3Ir. BJurrav. Fob. 3, 131(5.— Compare : 


Yet one alone deserves our caro. 

Her sex a page’s dress belied ; 

The cloak and doublet, loosely tied, 
Obscured her charms, but could not hide. 
Her cap dowm o’er her face she drew; 

And, on her doublet breast, 

She tried to bide the badge of blue. 
Lord Marmion’s falcon crest. 

But, at the Prioress’ command, 

A Monk undid the silken band. 

That tied her tresses fair, 

And raised the bonnet from her head, 
And down her slender form they spread, 
In ringlets rich and rare. 

Constance de Beverley they know, 

Sister profess’d of Pontevraud, 

Whom the church number’d with the 
dead. 

For broken vows, and convent fled. 

XXL 

When thus her face was given to view, 
(Although so pallid was her hue^, 

It did a ghastly contrast bear 
To those bright ringlets glistering fail*,) 
Her look composed, and steady nye, 
Bespoke a matchless constancy ; 

And there she stood so cairn and pale, 
That, but her breathing did not fail. 

And motion slight of eye add head, 

And of her bosom, warranted 
That neither sense nor pulse she lacks, 
You might have thought a form of wiix, 
Wrought to the very life, was there ; 

So still she was, so pale, so fair.® 

XXII. 

Her comrade was a sordid soul, 

Such as does murder for a meed ; 

Who, but of fear, knows no control, 
Because his conscience, sear’d and foul, 
Feels not the import of his deed; 


** . . . Parisina’s fatal charms 
Again attracted every eye— 

Would she thus hear Mm doom’d to die I 
She stood, I said, all pale and still, 

The living cause of Hugo's ill ; 

Her eyes unmoved, but full and wide, 

Not once had turn’d to either side— 

Nor once did those sweet eyelids close. 

Or shade the glance o’er which they rose, 
But round their orbs of deepest blue 
The circling white dilated grew— 

And there with glassy gaze she stood, 

As ice were in her curdled blood; 

But every now and then a tear 
So large and slowly gather’d slid 
From the long dark fringe of that fair 
lid. 

It was a thing to sec, not hear I 
And those who saw, it did surprise. 

Such drops could fall from human eyes. 
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One^ whose brute-feeling ne’er aspires^ 
Beyond his own more brute desires. 

Such tools the Tempter ever needs^ 

To do the savagest of deeds ; 

For them no vision’d terrors daunt;, 

Their niglits no fancied spectres haunt, 

One with them, of ail most base. 

The fear of death,— alone finds place. 

Tins wretch was clad in frock and cowl, 
And shamed not loud to moan and howl, 
His body on the fioor to dash, 

And crouch, like hound beneath the lash ; 
While his mute partner, standing near. 
Waited her doom without a tear. 

xxiir. 

Yet w'cll the luckless wretch might shriek. 
Well might her paleness terror speak ! 

For there were seen in that dark wall. 

Two niches, narrow, deep and tall ; — 

Who enters at such grisly door. 

Shall ne’er, I ween, find exit more. 

In each a slender meal w’as laid, 

Of roots, of water, and of bread : 

By each, in Benedictine dress. 

Two haggard monks stood motionless ; 
Who, holding high a blazing torch, 

Show’d the grim entrance of the porch; 
Reflecting back the smoky beam. 

The dark-red walls and arches gleam. 
Hewn stones and cement were display’d, 
And building tools in order laid. 

XXIY. 

These executioners were chose, 

As men who were with roanldiid foes. 

And with despite and envy fired, 

Into the eluister had retired ; 

Or who, in desperate doubt of grace, 
Strove, by deep penance, to eftaco 
Of some foul crime the stain ; 

Fur, as the vassals of her will, 

Such men the Church selected still, 

As either joy’d iu doing ill, 


To speak she thmij'ht- the imperfect note 
Was choked within her swelling throat. 

Yet seem’d in that low hollow groan 
Her whole heart gushing in the tone.” 

JByhon’s fVorks, vol. x. p. 171. 

1 In some recent editions this word had been erroneously 
printed “ inspires" The MS. has the correct line. 

One whose brute-feeling ne’er aspires.” 
a See Appendix, Note 2 M. 

3 MS.— A feeble and a flutter’d streak, 

Like that with which the mornings break 
* In Autumn’s sober sky.” 

* ** Mr. S. has judiciously combined the horrors of the pu- 
nishment with a very beautiful picture of the offender, so as 
to heighten the interest which the situation itself must nccea- 
sartiy excite; and the struggle of Constance to speak, before 
tiie fatal sentence, is finely painted.”— Review. 


Or thought more grace to gain, 

If, in her cause, they wrestled down 
Feelings their nature strove to own. 

By strange device were they brought there. 
They knew not how, nor knew not where. 

XXT. 

And now that blind old Abbot rose, 

To speak the Chapter’s doom. 

On those the wall was to enclose, 

Alive, within the tomb 
But stopp’d, because that woful Maid, 
Gathering her powers, to speak essay’d. 
Twice she essay’d, and twice in vain ; 

Her accents might no utterance gain ; 
Nought but imperfect murmurs slip 
From her convulsed and quivering lip ; 
’Twixt each attempt all was so still, 

You seem’d to hear a distant rill — 

’Twas ocean’s sw’ells and falls ; 

For though this vault of sin and fear 
■\Vas to the sounding surge so near, 

A tempest there you scarce could hear, 
So massive w’ere the wnlls. 

XXVI. 

At length, an effort sent apart 
The blood that curdled to her heart, 

And light came to her eye, 

And colour dawm’d upon her cheek, 

A hectic and a flutter’d streak,® 

Like that left on the Cheviot peak, 

By Autumn’s stonmy sky ; 

And when her silence broke at length, 

Still as she spoke she gather’d strength, 
And arm’d herself to bear.'^ 

It was a fearfiil sight to see 
Such high resolve and cons^jianey, 

In form so soft and fair.® 

XXVIL 

I speak not to implore your grace,® 

Well know I, for one minute’s space 
Successless might I sue ; 


5 MS. — ** And maim’d herself to bear. 

It was a fearful tiling to see 
Such high resolve and constancy, 

In form so soft and fair ; 

JJJce Simme7'*s dew her accents foil, 
But dreadful was her tale to tdL” 

6 MS,— ‘^1 speak not now fe sue for gra^'e, 

For well I know on^iiinute’s space 
Your mercy scarce would grant : 
Nor do I speak your prayers to gain I 
For if my penance be in vain, 

Your prayers I cannot vvant 
Full well I knew the church’s doom, 
What time I left a convent's gloom, 
To fly with him I loved ; 

And well my folly's meed he gave— 

I forfeited, to be a slave, 

All here, and ail beyond the grave, 
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Nor do i speak your prayers to gain ; 

For if a death of lingering pain. 

To cleanse my sins, be penance vain, 
Vainareyourmaasestoo.™- 
I listened to a traitor’s tale, 

I left the convent and the veil ; 

For three long years I bow’d my pride, 

A horse-boy in his train to ride ; 

And well my folly’s meed he gave, 

Who forfeited, to be his slave, 

All here, and all beyond the grave. — 

He saw young Clara’s face more fair, 

He knew her of broad lands the heir, 

Forgot Ms vows, his faith foreswore, 

And Constance was beloved no more.— 

*Tis an old tale, and often told ; 

But did my fate and wish agree, 

Ne’er had been read, in story old, 

Of maiden true betray’d for gold, 

That loved, or Was avenged, like me 1 

'xxYin. " 

The King approved his favourite’s aim ; 

In vain a rival barr’d his claim, 

Whose fate with Clare’s was plight, 

For lie attaints that rival’s lame 

With treason’s charge — and on they came, 

In mortal lists to fight. 

Their oatlis are said, 

Their prayers are pray’d, 

Their lances in the rest are laid, 

They meet in mortal shock. ; 

And, hark I the throng, with thundering cry, 
Shout ‘ Marmion, Marmion ! to the sky, 

De Wilton to the block !’ 

Say ye, who preach Heaven shall decide^ 
Wiien in the lists two champions ride, 

Say, was Heaven’s justice here 1 
When, loyal in his love and faith, 

Wilton found overthrow or death, 

Beneath a traitor’s spear I 
How false the charge, how true he fell, 

This guilty packet best can tell,”— 

Then drew a packet from her breast, 

Paused, gather’d voice, and spoke the rest. 

. , ,XXIX. ' 

Still was false Marraion’s bridal staid ; 

To Whitby’s convent fled the maid, 

The hated match to shun. 

‘ Uol shifts she thus?’ King Henry cried, 

• Sir Marmion, she shall ^ thy bride, 

If she were sworn a nun.’ 


And faithless hath he proved ; 

JTo saw another’s face more fair, 

He saw her of broad lands the heir. 

And Constance loved no more— - 
Loved her no more, who, once Heaven’s bride, 
Now a scorn’d menial by ins side, 

Had wander’d Europe o’er.” 


; 95 ; 

One way remain’d— the King's comniund 
Sent Marmion to the Scottish land : 

I linger’d here, and rescue plann’d 
For Clara and for me : 

This caitiff Monk, for gold, did swear. 

He would to Whitby’s shrine repair, 

And, by his drugs, my rival fair 
A saint in heaven should be. 

But ill the dastard kept his oath, 

Whose cowardice has undone us both. 

XXX. 

And now my tongue the secret tells, 

Not that remorse my bosom swells, 

But to assure my soul that none 
Shall ever wed with Marmion.^ 

Had fortune my last hope betray’d, 
j This packet, to the King convey’d, 

Had given him to the headsman’s sti’oke, 

Although my heart that instant broke. — 

Now, men of death, work forth your will. 

For I can suffer, and be still ; 

And come he slow, or come he fast, 

It is but Death who comes at last. 

XXXI. 

Yet dread me, from my living tomb. 

Ye vassal slaves of bloody Rome ! 

If Maraiion’s late remorse should wake, 

Pull soon such vengeance will he take, 

That you shall wish the liery Dane 
Had rather been your guest again. 

Behind, a darker hour ascends I 
The altars quake, the crosier bends, 

The ire of a despotic King 

Rides forth upon destruction’s wing ; 

Then shall these vaults, so strong and 
deep 

Burst open to the sea- wands’ sweep ; 

Some traveller then shall find my bones 
Whitening amid disjointed stones, 

And, ignorant of priests’ cruelty,^ 

Marvel such relics here should be.” 

: xxxiL * 

Fix’d was her look, and stern her air : 

Back from her shoulders stream’d her 
hair; 

The locks, that wont her brow to sliade, 

Stared up erectly from her head 
Her figure seem’d to rise more high ; 

Her voice, despair’s wild energy 
Had given a tone of prophecy. 


1 MS.—" Say, ye who preach the heavens decide 

When in the lists the warriors ride.’* 

2 The MS. adds—" His schemes reveal’d, Ids honour j'oiie 

3 MS. — "And, witless of priests’ cruelty.” 

4 MS.-"Staredap {^‘™“ung 
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Appall’d the astonish’d conclave sate ; 

With stupid eyes, the men of fate 
Gnzed on tlie light inspired form, 

And listen’d for the avenging storm ; 

The judges felt the victim’s dread ; 

No hand was moved, no word was said, 

Till thus the Abbot’s doom was given, 
JRlaiMng his sightless balls to heaven : — 

“ Sister, let th^ sorrows cease ; 

Sinful brother, part in peace ! 

From that dire dungeon, place of doom, 
Of execution too, and tomb, 

Paced forth the judges three ; 

Sorrow it were, and shame, to tell 
The butcher-work that there befell, 
When they had glided from the cell 
Of sin and misery. 

XXXIII. 

An hundred winding steps convey 
That conclave to the upper day 
But, ere they breathed the fresher air. 
They heard the shrieliings of despair. 

And many a stifled groan : 

With speed their upward way they take, 
(Such speed as age and fear can make,) 
And cross’d themselves for terror’s sake, 
As hurrying, tottering on : 

Even in the vesper’s heavenly tone,® 

They seem’d to hear a dying groan, 

And bade the pa^ng knell to toll 
For welfare of a parting soul. 

Slow o’er the midnight wave it swung, 
Northumbrian rocks in answer rung ; 

To Warkworth cell tbe echoes roll’d, 

His beads the wakeful hermit told. 

The Bamborough peasant raised Ids head. 
But slept ere half a prayer he said ; 

So far was heard the mighty knell, 

The stag sprung up on Cheviot Fell, 
Spread his broad nostril to the wnd. 
Listed before, aside, behind, 

Then couch’d him down beside the hind. 
And quaked among the mountain fern, 
To ^ear that sound so dull and stem.^ 


1 See Note 2 M on Stanza xxv. ante, p. 94. 

s MS.—" From that dart penance vault to day.” 

3 MS.—" That night amid the vesper’s swell, 

They thought they heard Constantia’s yell. 

And bade the mighty bell to toll. 

For welfare of a passing soul.” 

< ** The sound, of the knell that was rung for the parting soul 
of this victim of seduction, is described with great force and 
solemnity.”— J bkfrey. 

" The whole of this trial and doom presents a high-wrought 
scene of horror, which, at the close, rises almost to too great 
a pitch.”— March im 
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INTRODUCTION TO CANTO THIRD. 


■■ .'TO 

WILLIAM ERSKINE, Eso.» 

Aslmtiel^ Ettrick Forest 
Like April morning clouds, that pass, 

With varying shadow, o’er the grass, 

And imitate, on field and furrow, 

Life’s chequer’d scene of joy and sorrow ; 

Like streamlet of the mountain north, 

Now in a torrent racing forth, 

Now winding slow its silver train, 

And almost slumbering on the plain ; 

Like breezes of the autumn day. 

Whose voice inconstant dies away, 

And ever swells again as fast, 

When the ear deems its murmur past ; 

Thus various, my romantic theme 
Flits, winds, or sinks, a inoniing dream. 

Yet pleased, our eye pursues the trace 
Of Light and Shade’s inconstant race ; 

Pleased, views the rivulet afar, 

Weaving its maze irregular ; 

And pleased, we listen as the breeze 
Hcsaves its wild sigh through Autumn trees ; 

^ Then, wild as cloud, or stream, or gale, 

Flow on, flow •unconfiiied, my Tale I 

Need I to thee, dear Erskine, tell 
I love the license all too well, 

In sounds now lowly, and now strong, 

To raise the desultory song? — ® 

Oft, when ’mid such capricious chime, 

Some transient fit of lofty rhyme 
To thy kind judgment seem’d excuse 
For many an error of the muse, 

Oft hast thou said, If, still mis-spent. 

Thine hours to poetry are lent,’'! 


6 William Erskine, Esq., advocate, SherifT-depiite of the 
Orkneys, became a Judge of the Court of Session by the title 
of Lord Kinnedder, and died at Edinburgh in August 1J122, 
He had been from early youth the most intimate of the Poet’s 
friends, and his chief confidant and adviser as to all literary 
matters. See a notice of his life and character by the late M r. 
Hay Donaldson, to "which Sir Walter Scott contributed seve- 
ral paragraphs.— Ed. 

« MS.—** With sound now lowly, and now higher. 

Irregular to wake the lyre.” 


? MS.—** Thine hours to thriftkss rhyme are lent.” 
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Go, and to tame thy wandering course, 

Quaff from the fountain at the source ; 
Approach those masters, o’er whose tomb 
Immortal laurels ever bloom : 

Instructive of the feebler bard, 

Still from the grave their voice is heard ; 
From them, and from the paths they show’d, 
Choose honour’d guide and practised road ; 
Nor ramble on through brake and maze, 
With harpers rude of barbarous days. 

Or deem’st thou not our later time^ 
Yields topic meet for classic rhyme ? 

Hast thou no elegiac verse 
For Brunswick’s venerable hearse? 

What ! not a line, a tear, a sigh, 

When valour bleeds for liberty I-— < 

Oh, hero of that glorious time, 

When, with unrivall’d light sublime,-— 
Though martial Austria, and though ail 
The might of Eussia, and the Cxaul, 

Though banded Europe stood her foes- — 

The star of Brandenburgh arose ! 

Thou couldst not live to see her beam 
For ever quench’d in Jena’s stream. 
Lamented Chief ! — ^it was not given 
To thee to change the doom of Heaven, 

And crush that dragon in its birth, 
Predestined scourge of guilty earth. 
Lamented Chief I — not thine the power, 

To save in that presumptuous hour. 

When Pi’ussia hurried to the field, 

And snatch’d the spear, but left the shield ! 
Valour and skill ’twas thine to try, 

And, tried in vain, ’twas thine to die. 

Ill had it seem’d thy silver hair 
The last, the bitterest pang to share, 

For princedoms reft, and scutcheons riven, 
And birthrights to usurpers given ; 

Thy land’s, thy children’s wrongs to feel, 
And witness woes thou couldst not heal ! 


I MS. — “ Dost thou not deem our later day 
Yields topic meet for classic lay ? 

Hast thou no elegiac tone 
To join that universal moan, 

Which mingled with the battle’s yell. 
Where venerable Brunswick fell ? — 
What ! not a verse, a tear, a sigh, 
When valour bleeds for liberty ?" 

- MS For honour’d life an honour’d close-— 
The Coon which falling heroes crave, 

A soldier’s death, a warrior’s grave. 

Or if, with more exulting swell, 

Of conquering chiefs thou lov’st to tell, 
Give to the harp an unheard strain, 
And sing the triumphs of the main — 
Of Mm the Eed-Cross hero teach. 
Dauntless on Acre’s bloody breach, 
And, scorner of tyrannic power, 

As dauntlessin the Temple’s tower : 
Alike to him the sea, the shore. 

The brand, the bridle, or the oar, 


On thee relenting Heaven bestows 
For honour’d life an honour’d close 
And when revolves, in time’s sure change. 
The hour of Germany’s revenge, 

When, breathing fury for her sake, 

Some new Arminius shall awake, 

Her champion, ere he strike, shall come 
To whet his sword on Beujjs wick’s tomb.® 

Or of the Eed-Cross hero'* teach, 
Dauntless in dungeon as on breach : 

Alike to him the sea, the shore, 

The brand, the bridle, or the oar : 

Alike to him the war that calls 
Its votaries to the shatter’d walls, 

Which the grim Turk, besmear’d with, blood, 
Against the Invincible made good ; 

Or that, whose thundering voice could wake 
The silence of the polar lake, 

When stubborn Russ, and raetal’d Swede, 

On the warp’d wave their death-game 
play’d; 

Or that, where Vengeance and Affright 
Howl’d round the father of the fight, 

Who snatch’d, on Alexandria's sand, 

The conqueror’s wTeath vidth dying hand.''’ 

Or, if to touch such chord be thine, 
Restore the ancient tragic line. 

And emulate the notes that wrung 
From the wild harp, which silent hung 
By silver Avon’s holy shore, 

Till twice an hundred years roll’d o’er ; 
When she, the bold Enchantress,® came, 
With fearless hand and heart on flame ! 
From the pale willow snatch’d the treasure, 
And swept it with a kindred measure. 

Till Avon’s swans, while rung the grove 
With Montfort’s hate and Basil’s love. 
Awakening at the inspired strain, 

Deem’d their own Shakspeare lived again.” 


The general’s eye, the pilot’s art, 

The soldier’s arm, the sailor’s heart, 

Or if to touch such chord be thine,” &c. 

3 “ Scott seems to have communicated fragments of the 
poem very freely during the whole of its progress. As early 
as the 22d February 1«07, 1 find Mrs. Hayman acknowledging, 
in the name of the Princess of Wales, the receipt of a copy 
of the Introduction to Canto III., in which occurs the tribute 
to her royal Mghness’s heroic father, mortally wounded the 
year before at Jena— a tribute so grateful to her feelings that 
she herself shortly after sent the poet an elegant silver vase as 
a memorial of her thankfulness. And about the same time 
the Marchioness of Ahercorn expresses the delight with which 
both she and her lord had read the generous verses on Pitt 
and Fox in another of those epistles .” — Life of Scotty vol 
iii. p. 9. 

4 Sir Sidney Smith. 

6 Sir Ralph Abercromby 
Joanna Baillie. 
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Thy friendship thus tliy judgment wronging, 

With praises not to me belonging. 

In task more meet for mightiest powers, 

Wouldst thou engage my thriftless hours. 

But say, my Erskine, hast thou weigh’d 
That secret power by all obey’d, 

Which warps not less the passive mind, 

Its source conceal’d or undefined ; 

Whether an impulse, that has birth 
Soon as the infant wakes on earth, 

One with our feelings and our powers, 

And rather part of us than ours ; 

Or whether fitlier term’d the sway 
Of habit, form’d in early day I 
Howe’er derived, its force confest 
Rules with despotic sway the breast, 

And drags us on by viewless chain, 

While taste and reason plead in vain,^ 

Look east, and ask the Belgian why, 

Beneath Batavia’s sultry sky, 

He seeks not eager to inhale 
The freshness of the mountmn gale. 

Content to rear his whiten’d wall 
Beside the dank and dull canal 1 
He’ll say, from youth he loved to see 
The white sail gliding by the tree. 

Or see yon weatherbeaten hind, 

Whose sluggish herds before him wind, 

Whose tatter’d plaid and rugged cheek 
His northern clime and kindred speak ; 

Through England’s laughing meads he goes, 

And England’s wealth around him flows ; 

A^ if it would content him well, 

At ease in those gay plains to dwell, 

Where hedge-rows spread a verdant screen, 

And spires and forests intervene, 

And the neat cottage peeps between ? 

No ! not for these will he exchange 
His dark Lochaber’s boundless range : 

Not for fair Devon’s meads forsake 
Benneris grey, and Gairy’s lake. 

Thus w’liile I ape the measure wild 
Of tales that charm’d me yet a cliild. 

Rude though they be, still with the chime 
Return the thoughts of early time ; 

And feelings, roused in life’s first day, 

Glow in the line, and prompt the lay. 

I ** As man, perhaps, the moment of his breath, 

Beceires the lurking principle of death; 

Tlie young disease, that must subdue at length, 

©rows with his growth, and strengthens with his strength : 
So, cast and mingled with his very frame. 

The Mind’s disease, its Buling PASSio>r came ; 

Each vital humour which should feed, the whole. 

Soon flows to this, iu body and in soul ; 

Whaetevev warms the heart, or fills the head, 

As the mind opens, and its functions spread, 

Imagination plies her dangerous art, 

And pours it all upon the peccant part. 

“ Nature its mother. Habit is its nurse ; 

Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worse j 


Then rise those crags, that mountain tower, 

Which charm’d my fancy’s wakening hour.® 

Though no broad river swept along. 

To claim, perchance, heroic song j 
Though sigh’d no groves in summer gale, 

To prompt of love a softer tale ; 

Though scarce a puny streamlet’s speed 
Claim’d homage from a shepherd’s reed; 

Yet was poetic impulse given, 

By the green hull and clear blue heaven. 

It was a barren scene, and wild, 

Where naked cliffs were rudely piled; 

But ever and anon between 
Lay velvet tufts of loveliest green ; 

And well the lonely infant knew 
Recesses where the wall-flower grew,® 

And honey-suckle loved to crawl 
Up the low crag and ruin’d wall. 

1 deem’d such nooks the sweetest shade 
The sun in all its round survey’d ; 

And still I thought that shatter’d tower ^ 

The mightiest work of human power ; 

And marvell’d as the aged hind 

With some strange tale bewitch’d my iniiid, 

Of forayers, who, with headlong force, 

Down from that strength spurr’d their horse* 
Their southern rapine to renew, 

Far in the distant Cheviots blue. 

And, home returning, fill’d the hall 
With revel, wassel-rout, and brawl.® 

Methought that still with trump and clang, 

The gateway’s broken arches rang ; 

'Methought grim features, seam’d with scars, 
Glared through the window’s rusty bars, 

And ever, by the winter hearth, 

Old tales I heard of woe or mirth, 

Of lovers’ slights, of ladies’ charms, 

Of witches’ spells, of warriors’ arms ; 

Of patriot battles, won of old 
By Wallace wight and Bruce the bold; 

Of later fields of feud and fight, 

Wlien, pouring from their Highland height, 

The Scottish clans, in headlong sway, 

Had swept the scarlet ranks aw'ay. 

While stretch’d at length upon the floor,® 

Again I fought each combat o’er, 

Pebbles and shells, in order laid, 

The mimic ranks of war display’d ; 

Beason itself but gives it edge and power ; 

As Heaven’s blest beam turns vinegar more sour.” &c. 

Pope’s Essay on 

2 MS.—-” The lonely hill, the rocky tower. 

That caught attention’s wakening hour.” 

3 MS.—" Recesses where the woodhim grew.” 

^ Smailholm Tower, in Berwickshire, the scene of the 
Author’s infancy, is situated about two mOes from Brybt’irgh 
Abbey. - ■ 

6 The two next couplets are not in the MS. 

MS.— “ While still with mimic hosts of shells, 

Again my sport the combat tells— 

Onward the Scottish Lion bore. 

The scatter’d Southron fied before.” 
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And onward still the Scottish Lion bore. 

And still the scatter’d Southron fled before.^ 

Still, with vain fondness, could I trace, 
Anew, each kind familiar face, 

That brighten’d at our evening fire ! 

From the thatch’d mansion’s grey-hair’d Sire,- 
Wise without learning, plain, and good, 

And sprung of Scotland’s gentler blood ; 
Whoso eye, in age, quick, clear, and keen, 
Show’d what in youth its glance had been ; 
Whose doom discording neighbours sought, 
Content with equity uiibought 
To him the venerable Priest, 

Our frequent and familiar guest. 

Whose life and manners well could paint 
Alike the student and the saint ;■* 

Alas 1 whose speech too oft I broke 
With gambol rude and timeless joke : 

For I was wayward, bold, and wild, 

A self-will’d imp, a grandamo’s child ; 

But half a plague, and half a jest, 

Was still endured, beloved, caress’d. 

For me, thus nurtured, dost thou ask 
The classic poet’s well-eonn’d task ? 

Nay, Erskine, nay — Oil the wild hill 
Let the wild heath -bell flourish still ; 

Cherish the tulip, prune the vine. 

But freely let the woodbine twine, 

And leave, untrimm’d the eglantine : 

Nay, my friend, nay—Since oft thy praise 
Hath given fresh vigour to my lays ; 

Since oft thy judgment could refine 
My flatten’d thought, or cumbrous line ; 

Still kind, as is thy w'ont, attend, 

And in the minstrel spare the friend. 

Though wild as cloud, as stream, as gale, 
Flow forth, flow unrestram’d, my Tale ! 




CANTO THIRD. 

eje at ixm* 

■I... 

The livelong day Lord Marmion rode : 
The mountain path the Palmer show’d, 


1 See notes on T/ig Eve of SU John. 

2 llobert Scott of Sandyknows, the grandfather of the Poet. 

3 Upon revising the Poem, it seems proper to mention that 
the lines, 

“ Whose doom discording neighhonrs sought. 

Content with equity unbought : ” 

have been unconsciously borrowed from a passage in Dryden’'s 
bearitiful epistle to John Driden of Chcsterton.—lSOS. Note 
So Seco?id Edit 

4 MS.—*' The student, gentleman, and saint.” 

The reverend gentleman alluded to was Mr, John Martin, 


By glen and streamlet winded still, 

Where stunted birches hid the rill. 

They might not choose the lowland road,® 
For the Merse forayers were abroad, 

Who, fired with hate and thirst of prey. 

Had scarcely fail’d to bar their way. 

Oft on the trampling band, from crown 
Of some tall cliff, the deer look’d down ; 

On wing of jet, from his repose 

In the deep heath, the black-cock rose j 

Sprung from the gorse the timid roe, 

Nor waited for the bending bow ; 

And when the stony path began. 

By wliich the naked peak they wan, 

Up flew the snowy ptarmigan. 

The noon had long been pass’d before 
They gain’d the height of Lammermoor ;* 
Tlience winding dowm the northern way. 
Before them, at the close of day, 

Old Gifford’s towers and hamlet lay.^ 

IL 

No summons calls them to the tower. 

To spend the hospitable hour. 

To Scotland’s camp the Lord was gone ; 

Ills cautious dame, in bower alone, 

Dreaded her castle to unclose, 

So late, to unknown friends or foes. 

On through the hamlet as they paced. 
Before a porch, wdiose front w^as graced 
With bush and flagon trimly placed, 

Lord Marmion drew liis rein : 

The village inn seem’d large, though rude 
Its cheerful fire and hearty food 
Might well relieve his train. 

Down from their seats the horsemen sprung, 
With jingling spurs the court-yard mng ; 
They bind their horses to thelstall, 

For forage, food, and firing call, 

And various clamour fills the hall : 

Weighing the labour with the cost, 

Toils everywhere the bustling host. 

III. 

Soon, by the chimney’s meriy blaze, 

Through the rude hostel might you gaze ; 
Might see, where, in dark nook aloof, 

The rafters of the sooty roof 
Bore wealth of winter cheer; 


minister of Mertoun, in which parish SmailhoUn Tower la 
situated. 

5 MS.— “ They might not choose the easier road, 

For many a forayer tmi' abroad.” 

6 See Notes to ** The Bride of Lammermoor,” Waverley 
Novels, vols. xiii. and xiv. 

7 The village of Gifford lies about four miles from Hadding- 
ton: close to it is Yester House, the scat of the Marquis of 
Tweeddale, and a little farther up the stream, which descends 
from the hills of Lammermoor, are the remains of the old 
castle of the family. 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 N. 
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How pale his cheek, his eye how bright, 
Whenever the firebrand’s fickle light 
Glances beneath his cowl ! 

Full on OTir Lord he sets his eye ; 

For his best palfrey, would not I 
Endure that sullen scowl.” 


Of sea-fowl dried, and solands store, 
And gammons of the tusky boar. 

And savoury haunch of deer. 

The chimney arch projected wide; 
Above, around it, and beside, 

Were tools for housewives’ hand ; 
Nor wanted, in that martial day, 

The implements of Scottish fray, 

The buckler, lance, and brand. 
Beneath Its shade, the place of state, 
On oaken settle Marmion sate, 

And view’d around the blazing hearth. 
His followers mix in noisy mirth ; 
Whom with brown ale, in jolly tide. 
Prom ancient vessels ranged aside, 
Puli actively their host supplied. 


VII. 

But Marmion, as to chase the awe 
Which thus had quell’d their hearts, who 
saw 

The ever-varying fire-light show 
That figure stem and face of woe, 

Now call’d upon a squire : — 

Fitz-Eustace, know’st thou not some lay, 
To speed the lingering night away? 

We slumber by the fire.” — 


Theirs was the glee of martial breast, 
And laughter theirs at little jest ; 

And oft Lord Marmion deign’d to aid, 
And mingle in the mirth they made ; 
For though, with men of high degree, 
The proudest of the proud was he, 

Yet, train’d in camps, he knew the art 
To win the solder’s hardy heart. 

They love a captain to obey, 

Boisterous as March, yet fresh as May ; 
With open hand, and brow as free. 
Lover of wine and minstrelsy ; 

Ever the first to scale a tower. 

As venturous in a lady’s bower: — 
Such buxom chief shall lead his host 
From India’s fires to IZembla’s frost. 


vni. 

“ So please you,” thus the youth rejoin’d, 
Our choicest minstrel’s left behind. 

Ill may we hope to please your ear, 
Accustom’d Constant’s strains to hear- 
The harp full deftly can he strike, 

And wake the lover’s lute alike ; 

To dear Saint Yalentine, no thrush 
Sings livelier from a spring-tide bush, 

No nightingale her love-lom tune 
More sweetly warbles to the moon. 

Woe to the cause, whate’er it be, 

Detains from us Ms melody, 

Lavish’d on rocks, and billows stem, 

Or duller monks of Lindisfarne. 

Now must I venture, as I may, 

To ring his favourite roundelay.” 


Resting upon his pilgrim staff, 

Right opposite the Palmer stood ; 

His thin dark visage seen but half. 

Half hidden by Ms hood. 

Still fix’d on Marmion was his look. 
Which he, who ill such gaze could brook, 
Strove by a frown to quell ; 

But not for that, though more than once 
Full met their stern encountering glance,* 
The Palmer’s visage fell. 


A mellow voice Fitz-Eustace had, 

The air he chose was wild and sad ; 

Such have I heard, in Scottish land. 

Rise from the busy harvest band, 

Wlien falls before the mountaineer, 

On Lowland plains, the ripen’d ear. 

Now one shrill voice the notes prolong. 
Now a wild chorus swells the song: 

Oft have I listen’d, and stood still, 

As it came soften’d up the hill, 

And deem’d it the lament of men 
Who languish’d for their native glen ; 

And thought how sad would be such sound 
On Susquehana’s swampy ground, 
Kentucky’s wood-encumber’d brake, 

Or wild Ontario’s boundless lake. 

Where heart-sick exiles, in the strain, 
RecaH’d fair Scotland’s hills again I 


By fits less frequent from the crowd 
Was heard the burst of laughter loud ; 

For still, as squire and archer stared 
On that dark face and matted beard, 

Their glee and game declined. 

AH gazed at length in silence drear, 
Unbroke, save when in comrade’s ear 
Some yeoman, wondering in his fear, 

Thus whisper’d forth Ms mind : — 

" Saint Mary* saw’st thou e’er such sight? 


Where shall the lover rest, 
W hom the fates sever 


fall met their eye/ encountering glance. 
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From his true maiden’s breast. 

Parted for ever ? ^ 

Where, through groves deep and high, 
Sounds the far billow, 

Where early violets die, 

Under the willow. 

CHORUS. 

Elen loro, &;c. Soft shall be his pillow. 

There, through the summer day, 

Cool streams are laving ; 

There, while the tempests sway, 

Scarce are boughs waving ; 

There, thy rest shalt thou take, 

Parted for ever, 

Never again to wake, 

Never, 0 never ! 

CHORUS. 

EJeu loro, &c. Never, O never ! 

XL '■ 

Where shall the traitor rest, 

He, the deceiver, 

Who could win maiden’s breast, 

Ruin, and leave her? 

In the lost battle, 

Borne down by the flying, 

Where mingles war’s rattle 
With groans of the dying. 

CHORUS. 

Elm loro, &c. There shall he be lying. 

Her wing shall the eagle flap 
O’er the false-hearted ; 

His warm blood the wolf shall lap, 

Ere life be parted. 

Shame and dishonour sit 
By his grave ever ; 

Blessing shall hallow it,*— 

Never, O never I 

CHORUS. 

Ef(iu lorOy Never, 0 never ! 

XIL 

It ceased, the melancholy sound ; 

And silence sunk on all around. 

The air was sad ; hut sadder still 
It fell on Marmion’s ear, 

And plain’d as if disgrace and ill. 

And shameful death, were near. 

He drew his mantle past his face, 
Between it and the band, 


1 See Appendix, Note 2 O. 
s MS.— Marmion, whose pride 
Whose haughty soul i 


could nevei brook, 


And rested with his head a space, 

Reclining on his hand. 

His thoughts I scan not ; hut I ween, 

Tliat, could their import have been seen, 

The meanest groom in all the hall, 

That e’er tied courser to a stall, 

Would scarce have wash’d to be their prey. 
For Lutterw'ard and Fontenaye. 

XIII. 

High minds, of native pride and force, 

Most deeply feel thy pangs. Remorse ! 

Fear, for their scourge, mean villains have, 
Thou art the torturer of the brave I 
Yet fatal strength they boast to steel 
Their minds to bear the wounds they feel, 
Even w^hile they writhe beneath the smart 
Of civil conflict in the heart. 

For soon Lord Marmion raised his head, 
And, smiling, to Fitz-Eustace said, — 

Is it not strange, that, as ye sung, 

Seem’d in mine ear a death-peal rung. 

Such as in nunneries they toll 
For some departing sister’s soul ? 

Say, what may this portend?” — 

Then first the Palmer silence broke, 

(The livelong day he had not spoke,) 

The death of a dear friend.”^ 

XIV. . 

Marmion, whose steady heart and eye 
Ne’er changed in worst extremity; 

Mamion, whose soul could scantly brook, 
Even from his King, a haughty look f 
Whose accent of command controlTd, 

In camps, the boldest of the hold — 

Thought, look, and utterance fail’d him now, 
Fall’n was his glance, and flush’d hia brow: 

For either in the tone, 

Or something in the Palmer’s look. 

So full upon his conscience strook, 

That answer he found none. 

Thus oft it haps, that when within 
They shrink at sense of secret sin, 

A feather daunts the brave ; 

A fool’s wild speech confounds the wise. 

And proudest princes vail their eyes 
Before their meanest slave. 

XV. 

Well might he falter! — By his aid 
Was Constance Beverley betray’d. 

Not that he augur’d of the doom, 

Which on the living closed the tomb : 

But, tired to hear the desperate maid® 
Threaten by turns, beseech, upbraid ; 


Even from his King, a scornful look.” 
3 But tired to hear fhefui'mcs maid.” 
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And wroth, because in wild despair,^ 

She practised on the life of Clare ; 

Its fugitive the Church he gave, 

Though not a victim, but a slave ; 

And deemed restraint in convent strange 
Would hide her wrongs, and her revenge. 

Himself, proud Henry's favourite peer. 

Held Eomish thunders idle fear, 

Secure his pardon he might hold. 

For some slight mulct of penance-gold. 

Thus judging, he gave secret way. 

When the stem priests surprised their prey. 

His train but deem’d the favourite page 
Was left beiund, to spare his age ; 

Or other if they deem’d, none dared 
To mutter what he thought and heard : 

Woe to the vassal, who durst pry 
Into Lord Marmion’s privacy 1 

XYL 

His conscience slept — he deem’d her well, 

And safe secured in distant cell ; 

But, waken’d by her favourite lay, 

And that strange Palmer’s boding say. 

That fell so ominous and drear. 

Full on the object of his fear, 

To aid reanorse’s venom’d throes, 

Bark tales of convent-vengeance rose ; 

And Constance, late betray’d and scorn’d, 

All lovely on hb soul return’d ; 

Lovely as when, at treacherous call. 

She left her convent’s peaceful wall. 

Crimson’d with shame, with terror mute, 
Dreading alike escape, pursuit, 

Till love, victorious o’er alarms, 

Hid fears and blushes in his arms. 

XYIL 

“ Alas !” he thought, " how changed that mien I 
How changed these timid looks have been,^ 
Since years of guilt, and of disguise, 

Ifttve steel’d her brow, and arm’d her eyes ! 

No more of rirgin terror speaks 
The blood that mantles in her cheeks ; 

Fierce, and unfeminine, are there, 

Frenzy for joy, for grief despair ; 

And I the cause — for whom w^ere given 
Her peace on earth, her hopes in heaven I — 
Would,” thought he, as the picture grows, 

“ I on its stalk had left the rose I 
Oh, why should man’s success remove 
The very charms that wake his love ! — 

Her convent’s peaceful solitude 
Is now a prison harsh and rude ; 


1 MS.—** Incmt&l, because in wild despair.’* 

* The MS reads >- 

Since fiercer pastions wild and high. 
Have finsVd her cheek with deep^ dye, 
And years of grdlt, and of disguise, 
liare stcerd h«ar brow, and arm’d her eyes, 


And, pent within the narrow cell, 

How will her spirit chafe and swell ! 

How brook the stem monastic laws 1 
The penance hoW' — and I the cause !— 

Vigil and scourge—perchance even worse!’"- 
And twice he rose to cry, “ To hoi-se I”— 
And t\rice his Sovereign’s mandate came. 
Like damp upon a kindling dame ; 

And twice he thought, « Gave I not charge 
She should be safe, though not at large! 
They durst not^ for their island, shred 
One golden ringlet from her head.” 

XVIII. 

While thus in Marmion’s bosom strove 
Repentance and reviving love, 

Like w^hirlwinds, whose contending sway 
I’ve seen Loch Vennachar obey, 

Their Host the Palmer’s speech had 
heard, 

And, talkative, took up the word: 

« Ay, reverend" Pilgrim, you, who stray 
From Scotland’s simple land away,® 

To visit realms afar. 

Full often learn the art to know 
Of future weal, or future woe, 

By word, or sign, or star ; 

Yet might a knight his fortune hear, 

If, knight-like, he despises fear. 

Not far from hence j — ^if fathers old < 
Aright our hamlet legend told.” — 

These broken words the menials move, 

(For marvels still the vulgar love,) 

And, Marmion giving license cold. 

His tale the host thus gladly told 

XIX. 

A Clerk could tell what years have flown 
Since Alexander fill’d our throne, 

(Third monarch of that warlike name,) 

And eke the time when here he came 
To seek Sir tiugo, then our lord : 

A braver never drew a sword ; 

A wiser never, at the hour 
Of midnight, spoke the word of power : 

The same, wliom ancient records call 
The founder of the Goblin-Hall.'* 

I would, Sir Knight, your longer stay 
Gave you that cavern to survey. 

Of lofty roof, and ample size, 

Beneath the castle deep it lies : 

To hew the living rook profound, 

The floor to pave, the arch to round, 

And I the cause— for 'whom were given 
Her peace on earth, her hopes in heaven 1— 
How will her ardent spirit swell, 

And chafe within the narrow cell ! 

3 MS.— “ From this plain simple land away.*» 

4 See Appendix, Note 2 P. 
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There never toil’d a mortal arm, 

It all was wrought by word and charm ; 
And I have heard ray grandsire say. 

That the wild clamour and affray 
Of those dread artisans of hell. 

Who labour’d under Hugo’s spell, 

Sounded as loud as ocean’s w^ar, 

Among the caverns of Dunbar. 

The King Lord Gifford’s castle sought. 
Deep labouring with uncertain thought j 
Even then he muster’d all his host, 

To meet upon the western coast : 

For Norse and Danish galleys plied 
Their oars within the Mth of Clyde, 

There floated Haco’s banner trim,^ 

Above Nor weyan warriors grim,® 

Savage of heart, and large of limb J 
Threatening both continent and isle, 

Bute, Arran, Cunninghame, and Kyle. 

Lord Gifford, deep beneath the ground, 
Heard Alexander’s bugle sound, 

And tarried not bis garb to change, 

But, in his wizard habit strange,® 

Came forth,— a quaint and fearful sight ; 
His mantle lined with fox-skins white j 
His high and wrinkled forehead bore 
A pointed cap, such as of yore 
Clerks say that Pharaoh’s Magi wore ; 

His shoes were mark’d with cross and spell, 

Upon his breast a pentacle 

His zone, of virgin parchment thin, 

Or, as some teli, of dead man’s skin, 

Bore many a planetary sign, 

Combust, and retrograde, and trine 
And in Ms hand he held prepared, 

A naked sword without a guard. 

XXI.;, ■ 

" Dire dealings with the fiendish race 
Had mark’d strange lines upon his face f 
Vigil and fast had worn him grim. 

His eyesight dazzled seem’d and dim. 

As one unused to upper day ; 

Even his own menials with dismay 
Beheld, Sir Knight, the grisly Sire, 

In his unwonted wild attire ; 

Unw’onted, for traditions run. 

He seldom thus beheld the sun. — 

‘ I know,’ he said — Ms voice w’-as hoarse. 
And broken seem’d its hollow force, — 


1 Sec Appendix, Note 2 Q. 

2 MS.— “ There floated Haco’s banner grim 

O’er fierce of heart and large of limb.” 

s See Appendix, Note 2 R. 4 ibid. Note 2 S. 

5 MS.— Bare many a character and sign. 

Of planets retrograde and trine.” 


^ I know the cause, although untold, 

Why the King seeks Ms vassal’s hold : 

Vainly from me my liege would know 
His kingdom’s future weal or woe ; 

But yet, if strong his arm and heart. 

His courage may do more than art. 

xxn. 

^ Of middle air the demons proud, 

Who ride upon the racking cloud. 

Can read, in fix’d or wandering star, 

The issue of events afar; 

But still their sullen aid withhold, 

Save when by mightier force con troll’d. 

Such late I summon’d to my hall ; 

And though so potent was the call, 

That scarce the deepest nook of hell 
I deem’d a refuge from the spell. 

Yet, obstinate in silence still, 

The haughty demon mocks my skill. 

But thou— who little know’st thy might, 

As bom upon that blessed night® 

When yawning graves, and dying groan, 
Proclaim’d hell’s empire overthrown, — 

With untaught valour shalt compel 
Eesponse denied to magic spell.’ — ^ 

' Gramercy,’ quoth our Monarch free, 

* Place Mm but front to front with me, 

And, by this good and honour’d brand. 

The gift of Coeur-de-Lion’s hand, 

Soothly I swear, that, tide what tide, 

The demon shall a buffet bide.’ — ® 

His bearing bold the wizard view’d, 

And thus, well pleased, his speech renew’d >-» 

* There spoke the blood of Malcolm ! — mark; 
Forth pacing hence, at midnight dark, 

The rampart seek, w^ose circling crown ® 
Crests the ascent of yonder down : 

A southern entrance shalt thou find; 

There halt, and there thy bugle wind. 

And trust tMne elfin foe to see, 

In guise of thy worst enemy ; 

Couch then thy lance, and spur thy steed— 
Upon Mm ! and Saint George to speed ! 

If he go down, thou soon shalt know 
Whate’er these airy sprites can show 
If thy heart fail thee in the strife, 

I am no warrant for thy life.’ 

XXIII. 

" Soon as the midnight bell did ring. 

Alone, and arm’d, forth rode the King 


6 See Appendix, Note 2 T. 

7 MS.—** With untaught valour mayst compel 

What is denied to magic spell.” 

8 MS.—** Bicker and huffet he shall bide.” 

n t fthatv f camp which > 

8 MS.-* Seek{y^^ } trench that ^ 



» Alone, and arm’d, rode forth fhe King 

To that encampment’s haunted round.” 

* MS.— •** The southern gate our Monarch past.” 

3 Edward L, sumamed Longshanks. 

* MS.—*' To he fulfill’d in times afar. 

When our sons' sons wage northern war ; 
A royal city’s towers and spires 
Bedden’d the midnight sky with fires, 
And shouting crews hex nary here, 
Triumphant, from the tanquish’d shore.” 


® For an account of the expedition to Copenhagen in 1801. 
see Southey’s Life of Nelson, chap. vii. 


® See Appendix, Note 2 U. 


7 A wooden cup, composed of staves hooped together. 
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A royal city, tower and spire, 

Redden’d the midnight sky with fire, 

And shouting crews her navy bore, 
Triumphant, to the victor shore,^ 

Such signs may learned clerks explain, 
They pass the wit ot* simple swain. 

■ XXY. 

“ The Joyful King turn’d home again. 
Headed his host, and quell’d the Dane j 
But yearly, when return’d the night 
Of his strange combat with the sprite. 

His wound must bleed and smart ; 

Lord Gifford then would ^bing say, 

^ Bold as ye were, my liege, ye pay 
The penance of your start.’ 

Long since, beneath Dunfermline’s nave, 
King Alexander fills his grave, 

Our Lady give him rest ! 

Yet still the knightly spear and shield 
The Elfin Warrior doth wield, 

Upon the brown hill’s breast;® 

And many a knight hath proved his 
chance, 

In the charm’d ring to break a lance, 

But all have foully sped ; 

Save two, as legends tell, and they 
Were Wallace wight, and Gilbert Hay. — 
Gentles, my tale is said.” 

XXVL t 

The quaighs^ were deep, the liquor strong, 
And on the tale the yeoman-throng 
Had made a comment sage and long, 

But Marmion gave a sign : 

And, with their lord, the squires retire ; 
The rest, around the hostel fire, 

Their drowsy limbs recline ; 

For pillow, underneath each head, 

The quiver and the targe were laid. 

Deep slumbering on the hostel floor,® 
Oppress’d with toil and ale, they snore : 
The dying flame, in fitful change, 

Threw on the group its shadows strange. 

XXVIT. 

Apart, and nestling in the hay 
Of a waste loft, Fitz-Eustace lay ; 

Scarce, by tbe pale moonlight, were seen 
The foldings of his mantle green : 


8 MS.> 


Deep slumhering ou the floor of clay. 
Oppress’d vrith toil aud ale, they lay ; 

The dying flame, in fitful change. 

Threw on them lights and shadows strange.” 


To that old camp’s de.serted round : * 

Sir Knight, you well might mark the mound, 
Left hand the town,— the Pictish race. 

The trench, long since, in blood did trace ; 
The moor around is brown and bare, 

The space within is green and fair. 

The spot our village children know, 

For there the earliest wild-flowers grow ; 

But woe betide the wandering wight. 

That treads its circle in the night I 
The breadth across, a bowshot clear, 

Gives ample space for full career: 

Opposed to the four points of heaven, 

By four deep gaps are entrance given. 

Tbe southernmost our Monarch past,® 
Halted, and blew a gallant blast ; 

And on the north, within the ring, 

Appear’d the form of England’s King, 

Who then, a thousand leagues afar. 

In Palestine waged holy war; 

Yet arms like England’s did he wield, 

Alike the leopards in the shield, 

Alike his Syrian courser’s jframe. 

The rider’s length of limb the same : 

Long afterwards did Scotland know. 

Fell Edward® was her deadHest foe. 


XXIV. 

** 'j^e vision made onr Monarch start, 

But soon he mann’d his noble heart, 

And in the first career they ran, 

Ihe Elfin Knight fell, horse and man ; 

Yet did a splinter of his lance 
Through Alexander’s visor glance. 

And razed the skin — puny wound. 

The King, light leaping to the ground, 
With naked blade his phantom foe 
Compell’d the future war to show. 

Of Largs he saw the glorious plain. 

Where still gigantic bones remain. 

Memorial of the Danish war ; 

Himself he saw, amid the field. 

On high his brandish’d war-axe wield, 

And strike proud Haco from his car, 
Wliileall around the shadowy Kings 
Denmark’s grim ravens cower’d their wings. 
’Tis said, that, in that awful night. 

Remoter visions met his sight. 

Foreshowing future conquests far,^ 

When our sons’ sons wage northern war ; 
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Lightly he dreamt^ as youth 'will dream,^ 
Of sport by thichet, or by stream. 

Of hawk or hound, of ring or glove, 

Or, lighter yet, of lady’s love. 

A cautious tread his slumber broke, 

And, close beside him, when he woke, 

In moonbeam half, and half in gloom, 
Stood a tall form, with nodding plume ; 
But, ere his dagger Eustace drew, 

His master Mamion’s voice he knew.^ 


XXYIII. 

— " Fitz-Eustace ! rise, I cannot rest ; 

Yon churl’s wild legend haunts my breast, 
And graver thoughts have chafed my mood : 
The air must cool my feverish blood ; 

And fain would I ride forth, to see 
The scene of elhn chivalry. 

Arise, and saddle m.e my steed 
And, gentle Eustace, take good heed 
Thou dost not rouse these drowsy slaves ; 

I would not, that the prating knaves 
Had cause for saying, o’er their ale, 

That I could credit such a tale.” — 

Then softly down the steps they slid, 
Eustace the stable door undid, 

And, darkling, Marmion’s steed array’d, 
While, whispering, thus the Baron said : — 


XXIX. 

** Did’st never, good my youth, hear tell, 
That on the hour when I was born, 

Saint George, who graced my sire’s chapelle, 
Down from his steed of marble fell, 

A weary wight forlorn ? 

The flattering chaplains all agree, 

The champion left his steed to me. 

I w'ould, the omen’s truth to show, 

That I could meet this Elfin Foe 
Blithe w’ould I battle, for the right 
To ask one question at the sprite : — 

Vain thought ! for elves, if elves there be, 

An empty race, by fount or sea, 

To dashing waters dance and sing,^ 

Or round the green oak wheel their ring.” 
Thus speaking, he his steed bestrode, 

And from the hostel slowly rode. 


XXX. ' . . 

Fitz-Eustace followed him abroad, 

And mark’d him pace the village road, 
And listen’d to his horse’s tramp, 
Till, by the lessening sound, 

He judged that of the Pictish camp 
Lord Marmion sought the round. 


1 MS. — “ But, ere his dagger Eustace drew, 

It spoke— Lord Marmion’s voice he knew.” 
3 MS. — “ Come down and saddle me my steed.” 

® MS.— “ I would, to prove the omen right. 

That I could meet this Elfin Knight ! ” 




Wonder it seem’d, in the squire’s eyes, 
That one, so wary held, and wise,- — 

Of whom ’twas said, he scarce received 
For gospel, what the church believed,— 
Should, stirr’d by idle tale, 

Ride forth in silence of the night, 

As hoping half to meet a sprite, 

Array’d in plate and mail. 

For little did Fitz-Eustace know, 

That passions, in contending flow, 

Unfix the strongest mind ; 

Wearied from doubt to doubt to flee, 
We welcome fond credulity, 

Guide confident, though blind. 


■ ' XXXI. " 

Little for this Fitz-Eustace cared. 

But, patient, waited till he heard, 

At distance, prick’d to utmost speed. 
The foot-tramp of a flying steed. 

Come town-ward rushing on ; 

First, dead, as if on turf it trode, 

Then, clattering on the rillage road, — 
In other pace than forth he yode,^ 
Return’d Lord Marmion. 

Down hastily he sprung from selle, 
And, in his haste, wellnigh he fell ; 

To the squire’s hand the rein he threw, 
And spoke no word as he withdrew : 
But yet the moonlight did betray, 

The falcon -crest w^as soil’d with clay j 
And plainly might Fitz-Eustace see, 

By stains upon the charger’s knee, 

And his left side, that on the moor 
He had not kept his footing sure. 

Long musing on these wondrous signs. 
At length to rest the squire reclines, 
Broken and short ; for still, betw'cen, 
Would dreams of terror intervene : 
Eustace did ne’er so blithely mark 
The first notes of the morning lark. 




INTRODUCTION TO CANTO FOURTH. 


JAMES SKENE, EsQ.e 

Ashestiel, Ettrzch Forest. 
An ancient Minstrel sagely said, 

Where is the life which late we led?” 

That motley clown in Arden wood, 

Whom humorous Jacques with envy view’d, 


4 MS . — ** Dance to the wild waves' munmiring.” 

6 Fode, used by old poets for weiit. 

® James Skene, Esq. of Rubislaw, Aberdeenshire, was 
Cornet in the Royal Edinburgh Light Horse Volunteers; and 
Sir Walter Scott was Quartermaster of the same corps. 
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Not even that clown could amplify, 

On this trite text, so long as I. 

Eleven years we now may tell. 

Since we have known each other well ; 

Since, riding side by side, our hand 
First drew the voluntai’y brand 
And sure, through many a varied scene, 
TJnkindness never came between. 

Away these winged years have flown, 

To join the mass of ages gone ; 

And though deep maric’d, like all below, 

With cheq^uer’d shades of joy and woe ; 

Though thou o’er realms and seas hast ranged, 
Mark’d cities lost, and empires changed, 

While here, at home, my narrower ken 
Somewhat of manners saw, and men ; 

Though varying wishes, hopes, and feam. 
Fever’d the progress of these years, 

Yet now, days, weeks, and months, but seem 
The recollection of a dream, 

So still we glide down to the sea 
Of fathomless eternity. 

Even now it scarcely seems a day, 

Since first I tuned this idle lay j 
A task so often thrown aside, 

When Imure graver cares denied, 

That now, November’s dreary gale. 

Whose voice inspir’d my opening tale, 

That same November gale once more 
Whirls the dry leaves on Yarrow shore. 

Their vex’d boughs breaming to the sky, 
Once more our naked birches sigh, 

And Blackhouse heights, and Ettrick Pen, 
Have donn’d their wintry shrouds again : 

And mountain dark, and flooded mead,^ 

Bid us forsake the banks of Tweed. 

Earlier than wont along the sky. 

Mix’d with the mck, the snow mists fly ; 

The shepherd, who in summer sun. 

Had something of our envy won, 

As thou with pencil, I with pen, 

The features traced of hill and glen ; — ^ 

He who, outstretch’d the livelong day, 

At ease among the heath-fiowers lay, 

View’d the light clouds with vacant look, 

Or iriumber’d o’er his tatter’d book, 

Or idly busied him to guide 
His angle o’er the lessen’d tide ; — 


' MSL-— *■* Unsheatli’d tke voluntary brand.” 
s MS,—” And noonrilde misty and flooded mead.” 

® Various illustrations of the Poetry and Novels of Sir 
Walter Scott from designs by Mr. Skene, have since been pub- 
lislied. 

MS—” When red bath set the evening sun. 

And loud vrinds speak the storm begun.” 

* MS-— “Till thickly drives the flaky snow. 

And fcKrth the hardy swain must go, 

Whilt^ with dejected look and whine,” &c. 


At midnight now, the snowy plain 
Finds sterner labour for the swain. 

%yhen red hath set the beamless sun,* 
Through heavy vapours dark and dun ; 
When the tired ploughman, dry and warm, 
Hears, half asleep, the rising storm 
Hurling the hail, and sleeted rain, 

Against the casement’s tinkling pane ; 

The sounds that drive wild deer, and fox, 

To shelter in the brake and rocks, 

Are w^arnings which the shepherd ask 
To dismal and to dangerous task. 

Oft he looks forth, and hopes, in vain, 

The blast may sink in mellowing rain ; 

Till, dark above, and white below,® 

Decided drives the flaky snow, 

And forth the hardy swain must go. 

Long, with dejected look and whine, 

To leave the hearth his dogs repine ; 
’WTiistling and clieering them to idd, 

Around his back he wreathes the plaid : 

His flock he gathers, and he guides, 

To open downs, and mountain-sides, 

Where fiercest though the tempest blow. 
Least deeply lies the drift below. 

The blast, that whistles o’er the fells,® 
Stiffens his locks to icicles ; 

Oft he looks back, while streaming far, 

His cottage window seems a star, — 7 
Loses its feeble gleam, — and then 
Turns patient to the blast again, 

And, facing to the tempest’s sweep. 

Drives through the gloom his lagging sheep. 
If fails his heart, if his limbs fail, 

Benumbing death is in the gale : 

His paths, his landmarks, all unknown, 
Close to the hut, no more his own, 

‘ Close to the aid he sought in vain, 

The morn may find the stiffen’d swain : ® 

The 'widow sees, at dawning pale, 

His orphans raise their feeble wail ; 

And, close beside him, in the snow, 

Poor Yarrow, partner of their woe, 

Couches upon his master’s breast,® 

And licks his cheek to break Ms rest. 

Who envies no'w the shepherd’s lot, 

His healthy fare, his rural cot, 


e MS.— “The frozen blast that sweeps the fells ” 

7 MS.— “His cottage window deams a star,— 

But soon he loses it,— and then 
Turns patient to his task again.” 

® MS. — "‘The mom shall find the stiffen’d swain : 

His widow sees, at morning pale. 

His children rise, and raise their wail.” 

Compare the celebrated description of a man perishing in 
the snow, in Thomson’s mnier.—Bee Appendix, Note 2 V. 

& MS. — ” Couches upon his frozen breast.” 
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His summer couch l>y greenwood tree. 
His rustic kirn’s^ loud revelry, 

His native hiil-notes, tuned on high, 
To Marion of the blithesome eye 
His crook, his scrip, his oaten reed, 
And all Arcadia’s golden creed ? 


Nor, though it wake thy sorrow, deem 
My verse intrudes on tliis sad theme ; 
For sacred was the pen that wrote, 

" Thy father’s friend forget thou not;’ 
And grateful title may I plead,® 

For many a kindly word and deed. 

To bring my tribute to Ms grave: — 
’Tis little — ^but ’tis all I have. 


Changes not so with us, my Skene, 

Of human life the varying scene ? 

Our youthful summer oft we see® 

Dance by on wings of game and glee, 
While the dark storm reserves its rage, 
Against the winter of our age : 

As he, the ancient Chief of Troy, 

His manhood spent in peace and joy ; 

But Orecian fires, and loud alarms. 

Call’d ancient Priam forth to anus."* 

Then happy those, since each must dt’ain 
liis share of pleasure, share of pain, — 
Then happy those, beloved of Heaven, 

To whom the mingled cup is given ; 
Whose lenient sorrows find relief, 

Whose joys are chasten’d by their grief. 
And such a lot, my Skene, was thine, 
When thou of late, wert doom’d to twine,- 
Just when thy bridal hour was by, — ^ 

The cypress with the myrtle tie. 

Just on thy bride her Sire had smiled,® 
And bless’d the union of bis child, 

When love must change its joyous cheer, 
And wipe affection’s filial tear. 

Nor did the actions next his end,® 

Speak more the father than the frien<i : 
Scarce had lamented Forbes^ paid 
The tribute to his Minstrel’s shade ; 

The tale of friendship scarce was told, 

Ere the narrator’s heart wns cold — ■ 

Far may we search before wc find 
A heart so manly and so kind ! 

But not around his honour’d urn, 

Shall friends alone and kindred mourn ; 
The thousand eyes his care had dried, 
Pour at his name a bitter tide ; 

And frequent falls the grateful dew’, 

For benefits the world ne’er knew% 

If mortal charity dare claim 
The Almighty’s attributed name, 

Inscribe above his mouldering clay, 

The widow’s shield, the orphan’s stay.” 


To thee, perchance, this rambling strain 
Recalls our summer walks again ; 

When, doing nought,- — and, to speak true. 
Not anxious to find aught to do, — 

The wild unbounded hills w’e ranged, 
While oft our talk its topic changed, 

And, desultory as our way, 

Ranged, unconfined, from grave to gay. 
Elven w'hen it flagg’d, as oft will chance, 
No effort made to break its trance, 

We could right pleasantly pursue 
Our sports in social silence too;® 

Thou gravely labouring to portray 
The blighted oak’s fantastic spray ; 

I spelling o’er, with much delight, 

The legend of that antique knight, 

Tirante by name, yclep’d the White. 

At cither’s feet a trusty squire, 

Pandour and Camp,^® with eyes of fire. 
Jealous, each other’s motions \dew’d, 

And scarce suppress’d their ancient feud.** 
The laverock wdiistled from the cloud ; 

The stream was lively, but not loud ; 

From the w’hite thorn the May-flow^er shed 
Its dew7 fragrance round our head : 

Not Ariel lived more merrily 
Under the blossom’d bough, than w^e. 


And blithesome nights, too, have been ours, 
When Winter stript the summer’s bowers. 
Careless we heard, what now I hear,*® 

The wild blast sighing deep and drear, 

When fires were bright, and lamps beam’d 

And ladies tuned the lovely lay ; 

And he was held a laggard soul, 

Whp shunn’d to quaff the sparkling howl. 
Then he, whose absence we deplore,*® 

Who breathes the gales of Devon’s shore, 

The longer miss’d, bewail’d the more ; 


■7 See Appendix, Note 2 W. 

8 MS. — “ And nearer title may I plead.” 

s MS, — Our thoughts in social silence too.’* 

^0 Camp was a favourite dog of the Poet’s, a bull-terrier of 
extraordinary sagacity. He is introduced in Raeburn’s por- 
trait of Sir Walter Scott, now at Dalkeith Palace.—JEn. 

Till oft our voice suppress’d the feud.” 

12 MS. — “ When light we heard what now I hear.” 

13 Colin Mackenzie, Esq. of Poitmore, one of the Principal 
Clerks of Session at Edinburgh, and through life an intimate 
friend of Sir Walter Scott, died on lOtfe September 1830.-- En 


1 The Scottish Harvest-home. 

2 MS. — “ His native wild notes’ melody. 

To Marion’s blithely blinking eye.” 

3 MS. — ‘‘Our youthful summer oft we see 

Dance by on wings of mirth and glee. 
While the dark storm reserves its rage. 
To crush the winter of our age.” 

■* MS. — “Call’d forth his feeble age to arms.” 

* MS. — “Scarce on thy bride her sire had smiled.’ 
8 MS. — '‘But even the actions next his end, 

Spoke the fond sire and faithful friend.” 
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While chafed the impatient squire lihe thunder, 
Old PInbert shouts, in fear and wonder,— 

" Help, gentle Blount! help, comrades ali! 
Bevis lies dying in his stall : 

To Marmion who the plight dare tell, 

Of the good steed he loves so well?” 

Oaping for fear and ruth, they saw 
The charger panting on his straw 
Till one, who would seem wisest, cried, — 

What else but evil could betide, 

With that cursed Palmer for our guide? 

Better we had through mire and bush 
Been lantern-led by Friar Rush.”7 


And thou, and I, and dear-loved R 

And one whose name I may not say,—® 

For not Mimosa’s tender tree 

Shrinks sooner from the touch than he,— 

In merry chorus well combined, 

With laughter drown’d the whistling wind. 
Mirth was within ; and Care without 
Might gnaw her nails to hear our shout. 

Not but amid the buxom scene 
Some grave discourse might intervene — 

Of the good horse that bore him best, 

His shoulder, hoof, and arching crest : 

For, like mad Tom’s,® our chiefest care, 

Was horse to ride, and weapon wear. 

Such nights we’ve had ; and, though the game' 
Of manhood be more sober tame, 

And though the field-day, or the drill, 

Seem less important now— yet still 
Such may we hope to share again. 

The sprightly thought inspires my strain 1 
And mark, how, like a horseman true, 

Ltord Marmion’s march I thus renew. 


Fitz-Eustace, who the cause but guess’d, 
Nor wholly understood, 

His comrades’ clamorous plaints suppress'd ; 

He knew Lord Marmion’s mood. 

Him, ere he issued forth, he sought, 

And found deep plunged in gloomy thought, 
And did his tale display 
Simply as if he knew of nought 
To cause such disarray. 

Lord Marmion gave attention cold, 

Nor marvell’d at the wonders told, — 

Pass'd them as accidents of course, 

And bade his clarions sound to horse. 
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III. 

Young Henry Blount, meanwhile, the cost 
Had reckon’d with their Scottish host ; 

And, as the charge he cast and paid, 

111 thou deserv’st thy hiri^” he said ; 

Dost see, thou knave, my horse’s plight? 

Fairies have ridden him all the night, 

And left him in a foam! 

I trust that soon a conjuring hand, 

With English cross, and blazing brand,® 

Shall drive the devils from this land, 

To their infernal home : 

For in tliis haunted den, I trow, 

All night they trample to and fro.”— 

The laughing host look’d on the hire,— 

Gramercy, gentle southern squire, 

And if thou comest among the rest, 

With Scottish broadsword to be blest, 

Sharp be the brand, and sure the blow, 

And short the pang to undergo.” 

Here stay’d their talk, — for Marmion 
Gave now the signal to set on. 

through life an intimate, and latterly a generous friend of Sir 
Walter Scott—died 24th October i828.~ED. 

3 See King Lear, 

MS.— “Such nights we've had ; and though (mr game 
Advance of years may something tame." 

5 MS. — ^*By Becket’s hones," cried one, swear." 

® MS.— “The good horse panting on the straw." 

( 7 See Appendix, Note 2 X. 

I 8 MS.— .“With bloody cross and fiery brand." 


Eustaci^ I said, did blithely mark 
The first notes of the merry lark. 

The lark sang shrill, the cock he crew, 

And loudly Marmion’s bugles blew, 

And with their light and lively call. 

Brought groom and yeoman to the stall. 

W’’histiing they came, and free of heart. 

But soon their mood was changed ; 

Complaint was heard on every part, 

Of something disarranged. 

Some clamour’d loud for armour lost ; 

Some brawl’d and wrangled with the host ; 

By Becket’s bones,” cried one, I fear,® 

That some false Scot has stolen my spear!” — 
Young Blount, Lord Marmion ’s second squire. 
Found his steed wet with sweat and mire ; i 

Although the rated horse-hoy sw'are, 

Last night he dress’d him sleek and fair. 

^ Sir William Rae of St. Catbarine's, Bart., subsequently 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, was a distinguished member of 
the volunteer corps to which Sir Walter Scott belonged; and 
he, the Poet, Mr. Skene, Mr. Mackenzie, and a few other 
friends, had formed themselves into a little semi-military 
club, the meetings of which were held at their family supper- 
tables in rotation. — ^En. 

3 The gentleman whose name the Poet “might not say," 
was the late Sir William Forbes of Pitsli^, Bart., son of the 
author of the Life of Beattie, and hrother-in-law of Mr. Skene, 
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The Palmer showing forth the way. 

They journey’d all the morning day.^ 

IV. 

The green-sward way was smooth and good, 
Through Hmnbie’s and through Saltoun’s wood ; 
A forest glade, which, varying still, 

Here gave a view of dale and hill, 

There narrower closed, till over head 
A vaulted screen the branches made. 

" A pleasant path,” Fitz-Eustace said j 
Such as where errant-knights might see 
Adventures of high chivalry ; 

Might meet some damsel flying fast, 

With hair unbound, and looks aghast ; 

And smooth and level course were here, 

In her defence to break a spear. 

Here, too, are twilight nooks and dells ; 

And oft, in such, the story tells, 

The damsel kind, from danger freed. 

Did grateful pay her champion’s meed.” 

He spoke to cheer Lord Marmion’s mind : 
Perchance to show his lore design’d; 

For Eustace much had pored 
Upon a huge romantic tome,^ 

In the hall window of his home, 

Imprinted at the antique dome 
Of Caxton, or De Worde.^ 

Therefore he spoke, — ^but spoke in vain. 

For Marmion answer’d nought again. 

V. 

Now sudden, distant trumpets shrill, 

In notes prolong’d by wood and hill, 

Were heard to echo far; 

Each ready archer grasp’d his bow, 

But by the flourish soon they know, 

They breathed no point of war. 

Yet cautious, as in foeman’s land, 

Lord Marmion’s order sjjeeds the band, 

Some opener ground to gain ; 

And scarce a furlong had they rode, 

When thinner trees, receding, sho w’d 
A little woodland plain. 

Just in that advantageous glade, 

The halting troop a line had made, 

As forth from the opposing shade 
Issued a gallant train. 

VI. 

I^irst came the tnimpets, at whose clang 
So late the forest echoes rang ; 


1 MS.— “ They journeyed till the middle day.*’ 
s MS.— “Upon a awofpojideroMA* tome.” 

s William Caxton, the earliest English printer, was born 
in Kent, A. D. 1412, and died 1491. Wyiiken de Worde was 
his next successor in the production of those 

“ Rare volumes, dark with tarnish’d gold,” 
which are now the delight of hihliomaniacs. 

The MS. has “ Scotland’s royal Lion'" here ; in line 9th, 


On prancing steeds they forward press d, 
With scarlet mantle, azure vest; 

Each at his trump a banner wore, 

Which Scotland’s royal scutcheon** bore : 
Heralds and pursuivants, by name 
Bute, Islay, Marchmount, Rothsay, came. 
In painted tabards, proudly showing 
Gules, Argent, Or, and Azure glowing, 
Attendant on a King-at-arms, 

Whose hand the armorial truncheon held. 
That feudal strife had often quell’d, 

When wildest its alarms. 

VII. 

He was a man of middle age ; 

In aspect manly, grave, and sage, 

As on King’s errand come ; 

But in the glances of his eye, 

A penetrating, keen, and sly 
Expression found its home ; 

The flash of that satiric rage, 

Which, bursting on the early stage, 
Branded the vices of the age, 

And broke the keys of Rome.® 

On milk-white palfrey forth he paced ; 
His cap of maintenance was graced 
With the proud heron-plume. 

Prom his steed’s shoulder, loin, and 
breast, 

Silk housings swept the ground, 

With Scotland’s arms, device, and crest. 
Embroider’d round and round. 

The double tressure might you see, 

First by Achaius borne, 

The thistle and the fleur-de-lis, 

And gallant unicorn.® 

So bright the King’s armorial coat, 

That scarce the dazzled eye could note, 

In living colours, blazon’d brave, 

The Lion, which his title gave, 

A train, which well beseem’d his state. 

But all unarm’d, around him wait. 

Still is thy name in high account. 

And still thy verse has charms, 

Sir David lindesay of the Mount, 
lA>rd Lion King-at-arms! 7 

VIIL 

Down from his horse did Marmion spring, 
Soon as he saw the Lion-King ; 

For well the stately Baron knew 
To him such courtesy w’'as due, 


“ scarlet tabards ; ” and in line 12th, “ blazoned trun- 
cheon.” 

6 MS.— “The flash of that satiric rage, 

Which, bursting from the early stage. 

Lash’d the coarse vices of the age,” &:c. 

® MS.— rmicorn.” This, and the seven preceding 
lines, are interpolated in the blank page of the MS . 

7 See Appendix, Note 2 Y. 
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no 

Whom royatl James Iiimself had crown dj 
And on his temples placed the round 
Of Scotland’s ancient diadem ; 

And wet his brow with hallow’d wne, 

And on his finger given to shine 
The emblematic gem. 

Their mutual greetings duly made. 

The Lion thus his message said: — 

« Though Scotland’s King hath deeply swore ^ 
Ne’er to knit faith with Henry more. 

And strictly hath forbid resort 
From England to his royal court ; 

Yet, for he knows Lord Marmion’s name, 

And honours much his warlike fame, 

My liege hath deem’d it shame, and lack 
Of courtesy, to turn him hack ; 

And, by his order, I, your guide, 

Must lodging fit and fair provide, 

Till finds King James meet time to see 
The flower of English chivalry.” 

IX. 

Though inly chafed at this delay, 

Lord Marmion bears it as he may, 
ihe Palmer, his mysterious guide, ^ 
Beholding thus his place supplied. 

Sought to take leave in vain : 

Strict was the Lion-King’s command, 

That none, who rode in Marmion’s band. 
Should sever from the train ; f 
England has here enow of spies 
In Lady Heron’s witching eyes:” 

To Marcbmount thus, apart, he said. 

But fair pretext to Marmion made. 

The right hand path they now decline, 

And trace against the stream the Tyne. 

X.' 

At length up that wild dale they wind, 
Where Crichtoun Castle^ crowm’s the 
bank j ■ 

For there the Lion’s care assigned 
A lodging meet for Marmion’s rank. 

That Castle rises on the steep 
Of the green vale of Tyne : 

And far beneath, where slow* they creep, 
From pool to eddy, dark and deep, 

Where alders moist, and willows weep, 

You hear her streams repine.® 

The towers in different ages rose ; 

Their various architecture shows 
The builders’ various hands ; 

A mighty mass, that could oppose/ 


I MS,— ^‘Tbe Lion-King his message said 

‘My Liege hath deep and deadly swore,*” &c. 

• See Appendix, Note 2 Z ; and, for a fuller description of 
Crichton Castle, see Sir Walter Scott’s Miscellaneous Prose 
Works, Yol. Til. p. 157. 
a MS.—** Her Jaay streams repine,” 


WTbien deadliest hatred fired its foes, 

The vengeful Douglas bands. 

XL 

Crichtoun 1 though now thy miry coun 
But pens the lazy steer and sheep, 

Thy turrets rude, and totter’d Keep, 

Have been the miustrers loved resort. 

Oft have I traced, within thy fort. 

Of mouldering shields the mystic sense* 
Scutcheons of honour, or pretence, 
Quarter’d in old armorial sort, 

Remains of rude magnificence. 

Nor wholly yet had time defaced 
Thy lordly gallery fair; 

Nor yet the stony cord unbraced, 

■Whose twisted knots, with roses laced, 

Adorn thy ruin’d stair. 

Still rises unimpair’d below, 

The court-yard's graceful portico ; 

Above its cornice, row and row 
Of fair hewn facets richly show 
Their pointed diamond form, 

Though there but houseless cattle go, 

To shield them from the storm. 

And, shuddering, still may we explore, 
Where oft whilom were captives pent, 
The darkness of thy Massy More f 
Or, from thy grass-grown battlement, 
May trace, in undulating line. 

The sluggish mazes of the Tyne. 

XII. 

Another aspect Crichtoun show’d, 

As through its portal Marmion rode ; 

But yet ’twas melancholy state 
Received him at the outer gate ; 

For none were in the Castle then. 

But women, hoys, or aged men. 

With eyes scarce dried, the sorrowing dame, 
To welcome noble Marmion, came ; 

Her son, a stripling twelve years old, 

Proffer’d the Baron's rein to hold ; 

For each man that could draw' a sword 
^Had march’d that morning with their lord, 
Earl Adam Hepburn, — he %'ho died 
On Flodden, by his sovereign’s side,7 
Long may his Lady look in vain ! 

She ne’er shall see his gallant train,® 

Come sweeping back through Crichtoun- 
Dean. 

’Twas a bra\'e race, before the name 
Of hated Bothw'ell stain’d their fame. 


MS. — “ But the huge mass could well oppose.” 

5 MS. — ** Of many a mouldering shield the sense.” 

6 The pit, or prison vault.— See Appendix, Note 2 Z, 

7 See Appendix, Note 3 A. 

8 MS.— “Well might his gentle Lady mourn. 

Doom'd ne'er to sec her Lord’s return.” 
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Ill 


xiri. 

And here two days did Marraion rest^ 

With every rite that honour claims, 
Attended as the King’s own guest ; — 

Such the command of Koyal James, 

Who marshaird then his land’s array, 

Upon the Borough-moor that lay. 

Perchance he would not foeman’s eye 
Upon his gathering host should pry, 

Till full prepared was every band 
To march against the English land. 

Here while they dwelt, did Lindesay’s 
■■■ wit 

Oft cheer the Baron’s moodier fit ; 

And, in his turn, he knew to prize 
Lord Marmion’s powerful mind, and wise,*— 
Train’d in the lore of Rome and Greece, 
And policies of war and peace J 

XIV. 

It chanced, as fell the second night. 

That on the battlements they walk’d, 
And, by the slowly fading light. 

Of varying topics talked ; 

And, unaware, the Herald-bard- 
Said, Marmion might his toil have spared, 

In travelling so far ; 

For that a messenger from heaven 
In vain to James had counsel given 
Against the English war 
And, closer question’d, thus he told 
A tale, which chronicles of old 
In Scottish story have enroll’d : — 


MS.— “Nor less the Herald Monarch knew 
The Baron’s powers to value true— 

Hence coniidenco between them grew.” 

2 MS.— “Then fell from Lindesay, unaware, 

That Marmion might \ , „ 

his labour spare. 

Marmion might well 

3 See Appendix, Note 3 B. 

4 “ In some places, Mr. Scott’s love of variety has betrayed 
him into strange imitations. This is evidently formed on the 
school of Sternhold and Hopkins,— 

* Of all tlxe palaces so fair,’” &c. 

Jeffrey. 

5 In Scotland there are about twenty palaces, castles, and 
remains, or sites of such, 

“ Where Scotid^^ kings of other years ” 
had their royal home. 

“Linlithgow, distinguished by the combined strength and 
beauty of its situation, must have been early selected as a 
royal residence. David, who bought the title of saint by his 
liberality to the Church, refers several of his charters to his 
town of Linlithgow ; and in that of Holyrood expressly be- 
stows on the new monastery all the skins of the rams, ewes, 
and lambs, belonging to his castle of Linlitcu, which shall 
die during the year. . , . The convenience afforded for the 
sport of falconry, which was so great a favourite during the 
feudal ages, was probably one cause of the attachment of the 
ancient Scottish monarchs to Linlithgow and its fine lake. 


XV, 

Of all the palaces so fair,^ 

Built for the royal dwelling, 

In Scotland, far beyond compare 
Linlithgow is excelling 
And in its park in jovial June, 

How sweet the merry linnet’s tune, 

How blithe the blackbird’s lay ! 

The wild-huck-bella ^ from ferny brake, 
The coot dives merry on the lake, 

The saddest heart might pleasure take 
To see all nature gay. 

But June is to our sovereign dear 
The heaviest month in all the year : 

Too well his cause of grief you know, 

June saw his father’s overthrow.^ 

Woe to the traitors, who could bring 
The princely boy against his King 1 
Still in his conscience bums the sting. 

In offices as strict as Len t, 

King James’s Juno is ever spent.^ 

XVI. 

" VTien last this ruthful month was come. 
And in Linlithgow’s holy dome 
The King, as wont, was prajing ; 

While, for his royal father’s soul, 

The chanters sung, the bells did toll, 

The Bishop mass was saying — 

For now the year brought round again® 
The day the luckless king was slain — 


The sport of hunting was also followed with success in the 
neighbourhood, from which circumstance it probably arises 
that the ancient arms of the city represent a black greyhound 
bitch tied to a tree. . . . The situation of Linlithgow Palace 
is eminently beautiful. It stands on a promontory of some 
elevation, which advances almost into the midst of the lake. 
The form is that of a square court, composed of buildings of 
four stories high, with towers at the angles. The fronts within 
the square, and the windows, are highly ornamented, and the 
size of the rooms, as well as the width and character of the 
staircases, are uyxon a magnificent scale. One banquet-room 
is ninety-four feet long, thirty feet wide, and thirty-three feet 
high, with a gallery for music. The king’s wardrobe or dress- 
ing-room, looking to the west, projects over the walls, so as 
to have a delicious prospect on three sides, and is one of the 
most enviable boudoirs we have ever seen.”— Sir Walter 
Scott’s Misceltaneoiis Prose fVorks, vol. viz. p. 332, &:c, 

s See Appendix, Note 3 C, 

7 See Appendix, Note 3 D, 

8 MS.— “In offices as strict as Lent, 

And penances his Junes are spent.” 

9 MS.— “For now the year brought round again 

The very day that he \ . 

The day that the third James ^ 

In Katharine’s aisle the Monarch kneels, 

And folded hands 

, f show what he feels. 

And hands sore clasped ^ 
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In Katharine’'s aisle the Monarch kneltj 
With sackcloth-shirtj and iron beltj, 

And eyes with sorrow streaming y 
Around him in their stalls of state^ 

The Thistle’s Knight- Companions sate. 

Their banners o’er them beaming, 
too was there, and, sooth to tell, 

Bedeafen’d with the jangling knell, 

Was watching where the sunbeams fell, 
Through the stain’d casement gleaming ; 
But, while 1 marked what next befell. 

It seem’d as T were dreaming* 

Stepp’d from the crowd a ghostly wight, 

In azure gown, with cincture white ; 

His forehead bald, his head was bare, 

Dowm hung at length his yellow hair. — 

Now, mock me not, when, good my Lord, 

I pledge to you my knightly word. 

That, when I saw his placid grace, 

His simple majesty of face, 

His solemn bearing, and his pace 
So stately gliding on,-— 

to me ne’er did limner paint 
just an image of the Saint, 

Who propp’d the Virgin in her faint, — 

The loved Apostle John I 

XVIL 

‘‘ He stepp’d before the Monarch’s chair, 
with rustic plainness there, 

■made';': 

bow’d nor bent, 
arm he leant, 
he said, 

In a low voice, but never tone,^ 

So thrill’d through vein, and nerve, and bone ;~ 
‘ My mother sent me from afar, 

Sir King, to warn thee not to war, — 

Woe waits on thine array ; 
war thou wilt, of woman fair,® 

Her witching wiles and w^anton snare, 

James Stuart, doubly w’arn’d, beware : 

God keep thee as he may!’ — 

The wondering Monarch seem’d to seek 
For answer, and found none ; 

And when he raised his head to speak, 

The monitor was gone. 

The Marshal and myself had cast 
To stop him as he oiitw*ard pass’d ; 

lighter tlian the wliirlwind’s blast, 
vanish’d from our eyes, 
sunbeam on the billow cast. 

That glances but, and dies.” 


MS.—** In a low voice— but every tone 

ThriH’d througb the listener’s vein and bone.’’ 

* MS.— And if to war tbon needs wilt fare 
Of wanton wiles and woman’s I 
Of woman’s wiles and wanton I 

a MS.— "Bat events, mnee I cross’d the Tweed, 

Have vmdermined my sceptic creed 


XVHl. 

Wliile Lindesay told his marvel strange, 
The twilight was so pale, 

He mark’d not Marmion’s colour change, 
While listening to the tale ; 

But, after a suspended pause, 

The Baron spoke : — “ Of Nature’s laws 
So strong I held the force, 

That never superhuman cause 
Could e’er control their course.^ 

And, three days since, had judged your aim 
Was but to make your guest your game. 

But I have seen, since past the Tweed,® 

What much has changed my sceptic creed, 
And made me credit aught.”^ — He staid, 

And seem’d to wish Ms words unsaid : 

But, by that strong emotion press’d, 

"Which prompts us to unload our breast, 

Even when discovery’s pain, 

To Lindesay did at length unfold 
The tale his village host had told, 

At Gifford, to his train. 

Nought of the Palmer says be there. 

And nought of Constance, or of Clare ; 

The thoughts, which broke bis sleep, he 
seems ■ ■ 

To mention but as feverish dreams. 

XIX. 

In vain,” said he, to rest I spread 
My burning limbs, and couch’d my head : 

Fantastic thoughts return’d ; 

And, by their wild dominion led, 

My heart within me burn’d.* 

So sore was the delirious goad, 

I took my steed, and forth I rode, 

And, as the moon shone bright and cold, 
Soon reach’d the camp upon the wold. 

The southern entrance I pass’d through, 

And halted, and my bugle blew. 

Methoiight an answer met my ear, — 

Yet wus the blast so low^ and drear,® 

So hollow, and so faintly blown, 

It might be echo of my own. 

■■ ■ 'XX. 

Thus judging, for a little space 
I listen’d, ere I left the place ; 

But scarce could trust my eyes, 

Nor yet can thmk they served me true. 

When sudden in the ring I view, 

In form distinct of shape and hue, 

A mounted champion rise. — 


^ MS.— In vain,” said he, " to rest I laid 

My burning limbs, and throbbing bead- 
Fantastic thoughts return’d ; 

rled. 

And, by their wild dominion.? sway’d, 

. vspedy'' 

My heart within me burn’d.” 
s MS.—** And yet it was so low and drear.” 
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IVe fought, Lord-Lion, many a day,* 

In single fight, and mix’d affray, 

And ever, I myself may say. 

Have borne me as a knight ; 

But when this unexpected foe 
Seem’d starting from the gulf below,*— 

I care not though the truth I show,— 

I trembled with affright ; 

And as I placed in rest my spear, 

My hand so shook for very fear, 

I scarce could couch it right. 

, XXL ' ■ 

Why need my tongue the issue tell ? 

We ran our course, — ^my charger fell ;• — 
What could he ’gainst the shock of hell ? — 
I roll’d upon the plain. 

High o’er my head, with threatening hand, 
The spectre shook his naked brand,— ® 

Yet did the worst remain : 

My dazzled eyes I upward east, — 

Not opening hell itself could blast 
Their sight, like what I saw ! 

Full on his face the moonbeam strook, — 

A face could never bo mistook ! 

I knew the stern vindictive look, 

And held my breath for awe. 

I saw the face of one who, fled^ 

To foreign climes, has long been dead,— 

I well believe the last ; 

For ne’er, from vizor raised, did stare 
A human warrior, with a glare 
So grimly and so ghast. 

Thrice o’er my head he shook the blade ; 
But when to good Saint George I pray’d, 
(The first time ere I ask’d his aid,) 

He plunged it in the sheath ; 

And, on his courser mounting light, 

He seem’d to vanish from my sight : 

The moonbeam droop’d, and deepest night 
Sunk down upon the heath. — 

’Twere long to tell what cause I have 
To know his face, that met me there, 
Call’d by his hatred from the grave. 

To cumber upper air : 

Dead or alive, good cause had he 
To be my mortal enemy.” 

XXII. 

MarvelFd Sir David of the Mount ; 

Then, team’d in story, ’gan recount 

1 MS. — I’ve been, Lord- Lion, many a day, 

In combat single, or melde.” 

» MS.— “ The spectre shook his naked brand,— 
Yet doth the -worst remain : 

My reeling eyes I upward cast,— 

But opening hell could never blast 
Their sight, like what I saw.” 

^ MS. — “ I knew the face of one long dead. 

Or who to foreign climes hath tied . . . 


Such chance Wd happ’d of old, 

When once, near Norham, there did fight 
A spectre fell of fiendish might, 

In likeness of a Scottish knight. 

With Brian Bulmer bold, ’ 

And train’d him nigh to disallow 
The aid of his baptismal vow. 

“ And such a phantom, too, ’tis said, 

With Highland broadsword, targe, and 
plaid, 

And fingers, red with gore, 

Is seen in Rothiemureus glade. 

Or where the sable pine-trees shade 
Dark Tomantoul, and Auehnaslaid, 

Dromouchty, or Glenmore/ 

And yet, whate’er such legends say. 

Of warlike demon, ghost, or fay, 

On mountain, moor, or plain, 

Spotless in faith, in bosom bold,® 

True son of chivalry should hold, 

These midnight terrors vain ; 

For seldom have such spirits power 
To harm, save in the evil hour. 

When guilt we meditate witMn,® 

Or harbour unrepented sin.” — 

Lord Marmion turn’d him half aside, 

And twice to clear his \'Oice he tried, 

Then press’d Sir David's hand,— 

But nought, at length, in answer said ; 

And here their farther converse staid, 

Each ordering that his band 
Should bowne them with the rising day, 

To Scotland’s camp to take their way. — 

Such was the King’s command. 

XXIII. 

Early they took Dun-Edin’s road, 

And I could trace each step they trode ; 

Hill, brook, nor dell, nor rook, nor stone. 

Lies on the path to me unknown. 

Much might it boast of storied lore ; 

But, passing such digression o’er, 

Suffice it that the route was laid 
Across the furzy Mils of Braid. 

They pass’d the glen and scanty rill, 

And climb’d the opposing bank, until 
They gain’d the top of Blackford Hill. 

XXIY. 

Blackford ! on whose uncultured breast, 

Among the broom, and thorn, and wMn, 

I knew the face of one who, fled 
To foreign climes, or long since dead — ■ 

I well may judge the last.” 

4 .See the traditions concerning Bulmer, and the spectre 
called Uimndmrg, or Bloody-hand, in a note on canto 
A})pendix, Note 2 U. 

5 MS.— “ Of spotless faith, and bosom bold.” 

<» MS.—** When mortals meditate within 

Fresh guilt or unrepented sin.” 
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XXTII. 

Thin curling in the morning air. 

The wreaths of failing smoke declare 
To embers now the brands decay’d, 

Where the night-watch their fires had made. 
They saw, slow rolling on the plain, 

Fall many a baggage-cart and wain, 

And dire artillery’s clumsy car, 

By sluggish oxen tugg’d to war; 

And there were Borthwick’s Sisters Seven, * 
And culverins which Prance had given, 
lll-omen’d gift ! the guns remain 
The conqueror’s spoil on Flodden plain. 


A truant-boy, I sought the nest, 

Or listed, as I lay at rest. 

While rose, on breezes thin, 

The murmur of the city crowd, 

And, from his steeple jangling loud, 

Saint Giles’s mingling din. 

Now, from the summit to the plain, 
Waves all the hill with yellow grain ; 

And o’er the landscape as I look, 
Nought do I see unchanged remain, 

Save the rude cliffs and chiming brook. 
To me they make a heavy moan, 

Of early friendships past and gone. 


XXY. 

But different far the change has been,^ 
Since Marmion, from the crown 
Of Blackford, saw that martial scene 
Upon the bent so broum : 

Thousand pa\iiions, white as snow, 
Spread all the Borough-moor below,® 
Upland, and dale, and down : — 

A thousand did I say 1 I ween,® 
Thousands on thousands there were seen, 
That chequer’d all the heath between 
The streamlet and the town ; 

In orosang ranks extending far, 

Forming a camp irregular 

Oft giving way, where still there stood 

Some relics of the old oak wood, 

That darkly huge did intervene, 

And tamed the glaring white with green 
In these extended lines there lay 
A martial kingdom’s vast array. 


XXVIII. 

Nor mark’d they less, where in the air 
A thousand streamers flaunted fair; 

Various in shape, device, and hue. 

Green, sanguine, purple, red, and blue, 
Broad, narrow, swallow-tail’d, and scpiare, 
Scroll, pennon, pensil, bandrol,® there 
O'er the pavilions flew.^ 

Highest and midmost, was descried 
The royal banner floating wide ; 

The staff, a pine-tree, strong and straight,* 
Bitch’d deeply in a massive stone, 

Which still in memory is shown, 

Yet bent beneath the standard’s weight 
Whene’er the western wind unroll’d. 
With toil, the huge and cumbrous fold, 
And gave to view the dazzling field, 

Where, in proud Scotland’s royal shield, 

The ruddy lion ramp’d in gold.® 


XXIX. 

Lord Marmion riew’d the landscape bright, - 
He view’d it with a chiefs delight, — 

Until within him burn’d his heart, 

And lightning from liis eye did part, 

As on the battle-day ; 

Such glance did falcon never dart, 

When stooping on his prey. 

Oh ! well, Lord-Lion, bast thou said, 

Thy King from warfare to dissuade 
Were but a vain essay : 

For, by St. George, were that host mine, 
Not power infernal nor divine. 

Should once to peace my soul incline, 

Till I had dimm’d their ai*mour’s shine 
In glorious battle-fray 1” 


XXVI. 

For from Hebudes, dark with rain. 

To eastern Lodon’s fertile plain. 

And from the southern Redswire edge. 

To frrthest Rosse’s rocky ledge ; 

From west to east, from south to north, 
Scotland sent all her warriors forth. 

Marmion might hear the mingled hum 
Of myriads up the mountain come ; 

The horses’ tramp, and tingling clank, 

Where chiefs review’d their vassal rank, 

And charger’s shrilling neigh ; 

And see the shifting lines advance. 

While frequent flash’d, from sliield and lance, 
The sun’s reflected ray. 


I But, oh I far different change has been. 

Since Marmion, from the crown 
Of Blackford-hill, upon the scene 
Of Scotland’s war look’d down.’* 

® See Appendix, Note 3 E. 

fi MS.— A thousand said the verse? I ween, 

Thousands on thousands there were seen. 
That whitened all the heath between.” 

* Here ends the stanza in the MS. 

* Seven culrerins so called, cast by one Borthwick. 


6 Each of these feudal ensigns intimated the different rank 
of those entitled to display them. 

7 See Appendix, Note 3 P. 

8 MS. — “ The standard staff, a mountain pine, 

Pitch’d in a huge memorial stone, 

That still in monument is shown.” 

9 See Appendix, Note 3 G. 

10 MS. — Lord Marmion’s large dark eye flash’d light, 

It kindled with a chief’s delight, 

For glow’d with martial joy his heart, 

As upon battle-day.” 




MABMION. 


Answer’d the Bard, of milder mood : 

^ Fair is the sight^—and yet ’twere good, 

That kings would think withal. 

When peace and wealth their land has bless’d, 
’Tis better to sit still at rest,^ 

Than rise, perchance to fall.” 


And cymbal clattering to the sky, 
Making wild music bold and high, 

Did up the mountain come ; 

The whilst the bells, with distant chime, 
Merrily toll’d the hour of prime, 

And thus the Lindesay spoke:'* 

‘‘ Thus clamour still the war-notes when 
The king to mass his way has ta’en, 

Or to St. Katharine’s of Sienne,^ 

Or Chapel of Saint Kocque. 

To you they speak of martial fame 
But me remind of peaceful game, 

When blither was their cheer. 
Thrilling in Falkland- woods the air, 

In signal none his stoed should spare, 
But strive which foremost might repair 
To the downfall of the deer. 


XXX. v' 

Still on the spot Lord Marmion stay’d, 

For fairer scene he ne’er survey’d. 

When sated with the martial show 
That peopled all the plain below. 

The wandering eye could o’er it go, 

And mark the distant city glow 
With gloomy splendour red ; 

For on the smoke-wreaths, huge and slow, 
That round her sable turrets flow. 

The morning beams were shed, 

And tinged them with a lustre proud. 

Like that which streaks a thunder-cloud. 

Such dusky grandeur clothed the height. 

Where the huge Castle holds its state, 

And ail the steep slope down, 

Whose ridgy back heaves to the sky, 

Filed deep and massy, close and high, 

Mine ovm romantic town 
But northward far, with purer blaze, 

On Ocbil mountains fell the rays, 

And as each heathy top they kissed, 

It gleam’d a purple amethyst. 

Yonder the shores of Fife you saw; 

Here Preston-Bay and Berwick-Law ; 

And, broad between them roll’d. 

The gallant Frith the eye might note. 

Whose islands on its bosom float, 

Like emeralds cbased in gold. 

Fitz-Eustace’ heart felt closely pent ; 

As if to give his rapture vent, 

The spur ho to his charger lent, 

And raised his bridle hand. 

And, making demi-volte in air. 

Cried, '''' Where ’s the coward that would not dare 
To fight for such a land !” 

The Lindesay smiled his joy to see 
Nor Maimion’s frown repress’d his glee. 


XXXII. 

Nor less,” he said, — when looking forth, 
I view yon Empress of the North 
Sit on her hilly throne ; 

Her palace’s imperial bowers. 

Her castle, proof to hostile powers. 

Her stately halls and holy towers — 

Nor less,” he said, I moan. 

To think what woe mischance may bring, 
And how these merry bells may ring 
The death-dirge of onr gallant king ; 

Or with the larum call 
The burghers forth to watch and ward, 
’Gainst southern sack and fires to guard 
Dun-Edin’s leaguer’d wall. — 

But not for my presaging thought. 

Dream conquest sure, or cheaply bought !® 
Lord Marmion, I say nay: 

God is the guider of the field, 

He breaks the champion’s spear and shield, - 
But thou thyself shalt say, 

When joins yon host in deadly stowre, 

That England’s dames must weep in bower. 
Her monks the death-mass sing 
For never saw’st thou such a power 
Led on by such a King.” — 

And now, dowm winding to the plain, 

The barriers of the camp they gain. 

And there they made a stay,— - 
There stays the Minstrel, till he fling 
His hand o’er every Border string. 

And fit liis harp the pomp to sing. 

Of Scotland’s ancient Court and King, 

In the succeeding lay. 
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Thus while they look’d, a flourish proud, 
"Where mingled trump, and clarion loud, 
And fife, and kettle-drum, 

And sackbut deep, and psaltery, 

And war-pipe with discordant crjg 


And thus the Lion spoke.” 

Or to our Lady’s of Sienne.” 

To you they speak of martial fame. 
To me of mood more mild and tame- 
Blither would be their cheer,” 

Her stately and holy towers.’* 
Dream of a conquest cheaply bought. 
Their monks dead masses sing.” 


1 MS.— “ ’Tis better sitting still at rest. 

Than rising but to fall; 

yind tvMc these tcoi'ds they did esccliange. 

They reached t?ie camp's exti'emcst range.'* 

The Poet appears to have struck his pen through the two 
lines in italics, on conceiving the magnificent picture which 
replaces them in the text. 

2 MS.™ Dun-Edin’s towers and town.” 

3 MS.— “ Tlic Lion smiled his joy to see.” 
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INTRODUCTION TO CANTO FIFTH.» 


TO . 

GEORGE ELLIS, Esq.2 

Edinburgh* 

When dark December glooms tbe day. 

And takes onr autumn joys away ; 

When short and scant the sunbeaiu throws. 
Upon the weary waste of snows, 

A cold and profitless regard, 

Like patron on a needy bard ; 

When silvan occupation’s done. 

And o’er the chimney rests the gun, 

And hang, in idle trophy, near, 

The game-pouch, fishing-rod, and spear ; 

When wiry terrier, rough and grim, 

And greyhound, with his length of limb, 

And pointer, now employ’d no more, 

Cumber our parlour’s narrow floor ; 

When in his stall the impatient steed 
Is long condemn’d to rest and feed; 

When from our anow-enclrled home, 

Scarce cares the hardiest step to roam. 

Since path is none, save that to bring 
The needful water from the spring ; 

When wrinkled news-page, thrice conn’d o’er, 
Beguiles the dreary hour no more, 

And darkling politician, cross’d, 

Inveighs against the lingering post, 

And answering housewife sore complains 
Of carriers’ snow-impeded wains ; 

When such the country cheer, I come, 

Well pleased, to seek our city home; 

For converse, and for books, to change 
The Forest’s melancholy range, 

And welcome, with renew’d delight, 

The busy day and social night. 

Not here need my desponding rhyme 
Lament the ravages of time, 

As erst by Newark’s riven towers, 

And Ettriek stripp’d of forest bowers.^ 


* These Introductory Epistles, though excellent in them- 
selves, are in fact only interruptions to the fable, and, accord- 
ingly, nine readers out of ten have perused them separately, 
either before, or after the poem. In short, the personal ap- 
pearance of the Minstrel, who, though the Last, is the most 
charming of all minstrels, is by no means compensated by the 
idea of an author shorn of his picturesque beard, and writing 
letters to his intimate friends.”— George Ellis. 

2 This accomplished gentleman, the well-known coadjutor 
of Mr. Canning and Mr. Frerein the Antijacobin,” and edi- 
tor of " Specimens of Ancient English Ronaances,” &c., died 
lOth April 1815, aged 70 years ; being succeeded in his estates 
by his brother, Charles Ellis, Esq , created, in 1027, bord Sea- 
ford.— En. 


True,— Caledonia’s Queen is changed/ 

Since on her dusky summit ranged, 

Within its steepy limits pent, 

By bulwark, line, and battlement, 

And flanking towers, and laky flood, 

Guarded and garrison’d she stood, 

Denying entrance or resort, 

Save at each tall embattled port ; 

Above whose arch, suspended, hung 
Portcullis spiked with iron prong. 

That long is gone, — but not so long, 

Since, early closed, and opening late, 

Jealous revolved the studded gate, 

Whose task, from eve to morning tide, 

A wicket churlishly supplied. 

Stern then, and steel-girt was thy brow, 
Dun-Edin ! 0, how alter’d now, 

AVhen safe amid thy mountain court 
Thou sit’st, like Empress at her sport, 

And liberal, unconflned, and free, 

Flinging thy white arms to the sea,'’^ 

For thy dark cloud, with umber’d low'er, 

That hung o’er cliff, and lake, and tower, 

Thou gleam’st against tbe western ray 
Ten thousand lines of brighter day. 

Not she, the Championess of old, 

In Spenser’s magic tale enroll’d, 

She for the charmed spear renowm’d, 

Which forced each knight to kiss the ground,— 
Not she more changed, when, placed at rest, 
What time she was Malbeeco’s guest, 

She gave to flow her maiden vest ; 

When from the corslet’s grasp relieved, 

Free to the sight her bosom heaved ; 

Sweet was her blue eye's modest smile, 

Erst hidden by the aventayle ; 

And down her shoulders graceful roll’d 
Her locks profuse, of paly gold. 

They who whilom, in midnight flght, 

Had marvell’d at her matchless might, 

No less her maiden chams approved, 

But looking liked, and lildng lovcd.^ 

The sight could jealous pangs beguile, 

And charm Malbecco’s cares a while ; 

And he, the wandering Squire of Dames, 
Forgot his Columbella’s claims, 


3 See Introduction to canto iL 
-4 See Appendix, Note 3 H* 

Since writing this line, I find I have inadvertently bf.r- 
rowed it almost verbatim, though with somewhat a ditret.j‘,ut 
meaning, from a chorus in “ Caractacus — 

Britain heard the descant bold, 

She flung her white arms o’er the sea, 

Proud in her leafy bosom to enfold 
The freight of harmony.” 

6 See ** The Fairy Queen,” book in. canto ix- 
^ ** For every one her liked, and every one her loved,” 
Sj'KNskr, i\s aboi'c 
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And passion, erst unknown, could gain 
The breast of blunt Sir Satyrane ; 

Nor durst light Paridel advance, 

Bold as he was, a looser glatice. 

She charm’d, at once, and tamed the heart, 
Incomparable Britomarte 1 

So thou, fair City ! disarray’d 
Of battled wall, and rampart’s aid, 

As stately seem’st, but lovelier far 
Than in that panoply of war. 

Nor deem that from thy fenceless throne 
Strength and security are flown ; 

Still, as of yore. Queen of the North ! 

Still canst thou send thy children forth. 

Ne’er readier at alarm-bell’s call 
Thy burghers rose to man thy wall, 

Than now, in danger, shall be tbine, 

Thy dauntless voluntary line ; 

For fosse and turret proud to stand. 

Their breasts the bulwarks of the land. 

Thy thousands, train’d to martial toil. 

Full red would stain their native soil. 

Ere from thy mural crown there fell 
The slightest knosp, or pinnacle. 

And if it come, — as come it may, 

Dun-Edin ! that eventful day, — 

Kenown’d for hospitable deed. 

That virtue much with Heaven may plead, 

In patriarchal times whose care 
Descending angels deign’d to share ; 

That claim may wrestle blessings down 
On those who fight for The Good Town, 
Destined in every age to be 
Refuge of injured royalty ; 

Since first, when conquering York arose, 

To Henry meek she gave repose, ^ 

Till late, with wonder, grief, and awe, 

Great Bourbon’s relics, sad she saw.^ 

Truce to these thoughts ! — for, as they rise, 
How gladly I avert mine eyes, 

Bodings, or true or false, to change, 

For Fiction’s fair romantic range, 

Or for tradition’s dubious light, 

That hovers ’twixt the day and night ; 
Dazzling alternately and dim, 

Her wavering lamp I’d rather trim, 

Knights, squires, and lovely dames to see, 
Creation of my fantasy, 

Than gaze abroad on reeky fen,® 

And make of mists invading men. 


1 See Appendix, Note 3 1. 

2 In January 1796, the exiled Count d’ Artois, afterwards 
Charles X. of France, took up his residence in Holyrood, where 
he remained until August 1799. When again driven from his 
country by the Revolution of July 1830, the same unfortunate 
Prince, with all the immediate members of his family, soirght 
refuge ouce more in the ancient palace of the Stuarts, and re- 
mained thera until 18th September 1832. 


W^ho loves not more the night of June 
Than dull December’s gloomy noon % 

The moonlight than the fog of frost I 
And can w^e say, which cheats the most! 

But who shall teach my harp to gain 
A sound of the romantic strain, 

Whose Anglo-Norman tones whilere 
Could win the royal Henry’s ear,^ 

Famed Beauclerc call’d, for that he loved 
The minstrel, and his lay approved ? 

Who shall these lingering notes redeem, 
Decaying on Oblirion’s stream ; 

Such notes as from the Breton tongue 
Marie translated, Blondel sung ? — 

0 ! bom, Time’s ravage to I’epair, 

And make the dying Muse thy care ; 

Who, when his scythe her hoary foe 
Was poising for the final blow, 

The weapon from Ms hand could wring, 
And break Ms glass, and shear his wing, 
And bid, reviving in his strain, 

The gentle poet live again ; 

Thou, who canst give to lightest lay 
An unpedantic moral gay, 

Nor less the dullest theme bid flit 
On wings of unexpected wit ; 

In letters as in life approved, 

Example honour’d, and beloved,— 

Dear Ellis ! to the bard impart 
A lesson of thy magic art, 

To win at once the head and heart, 

At once to charm, instruct and mend, 

My guide, my pattern, and my Mend !® 

Such minstrel lesson to bestow 
Be long thy pleasing taslc,— but, O ! 

No more by thy example teach, 

— "V^liat few can practise, all can preach,--* 
With even patience to endure 
Lingering disease, and painful cure. 

And boast affliction’s pnngs subdued 
By mild and manly fortitude. 

Enough, the lesson has been given : 

Forbid the repetition, Heaven I 

Come listen, then ! for thou hast known, 
And loved the Minstrel’s varying tone, 
Who, like his Border sires of old, 

Waked a wild measure mde and bold. 

Till Windsor’s oaks, and Ascot plain, 

With wonder heard the northern strain.® 


3 MS.— Than gaze out on tbe foggy fen.” 

4 See Appendix, Note 3 K. 

6 “ Come then, my friend, my genius, come along, 

Oh master of the poet and tlie song ! ” 

J ope to JBolingh'Olr. 

6 At Sunning-hill, Mr, Ellis’s seat, near Windsor, part of 
the first two cantos of Marmion were written. 
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Each warlike feat to siiow^ 

To pass, to wheel, the croupe to gaiii> 
And high curvett, that not in vain 
The sword sway might descend amain 
On foeman’s casque beiow.^ 

He saw the hardy burghers there 
March arm’d, on foot, with faces hare,® 
For vizor they wore none, 

Nor waving plume, nor crest of knight ; 
But burnished were their corslets bright, 
Their brigantines, and gorgets light, 

Like very silver shone. 

Long pikes they had for standing fight. 
Two-handed swords they wore, 

And many wielded mace of weight, 

And bucklers bright they bore. 


Come listen! bold in thy applause, 

The Bard shall scorn pedantic laws ; 
And, as the ancient art could stain 
Achievements on the storied pane, 
Irregularly traced and plann’d, 

Bat yet so glowing and so grand,-— 

So Hba.n he strive, in changeful hue, 
Field, feast, and combat, to renew, 

And loves, and arms, and harpers’ glee. 
And all the pomp of chivalry. 
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CANTO FIFTH, 


On foot the yeoman too, but dress’d 
In his steel-jack, a swarthy vest. 

With iron quilted well ; 

Each at his back (a slender store) 

His forty days’ provision bore, 

As feudal statutes tell. 

His arms were halbert, axe, or spear,® 

A crossbow there, a hagbut here, 

A dagger-knife, and brand. 

Sober he seem’d, and sad of cheer, 

As loth to leave his cottage dear, 

And march to foreign strand ; 

Or musing, who would guide his steer, 

To till the fallow land. 

Yet deem not in his thoughtful eye 
Did aught of dastard terror lie j 
More dreadful far his ire, 

Than theirs, who, scorning danger’s name, 
In eager mood to battle came, 

Their valour like light straw on flame, 

A fierce but fading fire. 


€0urt 


Tee train has left the hills of Braid ; 

The barrier guard have open made 
fSo Lindesay bade) the palisade. 

That closed the tented ground ; 

Their men the warders backward drew, 
And earned pikes as they rode through, 
Into its ample hound.^ 

Past ran the Scottish warriors there, 

Upon the Southern band to stare. 

And envy with their wo»der rose, 

To see such well-appointed foes j 
Such length of shafts, such mighty hows,* 
So huge, that many simply thought, 

But for a vaunt such weapons wrought ; 
And little deem’d their force to feel, 
Through links of mail, and plates of steel, 
■When rattling upon Flodden vale. 

The cloth-yard arrows flew like hail.® 


Not so the Borderer :~bred to war, 

He knew the battle’s din afar, 

And joy’d to hear it swell. 

His peaceful day was slothful ease ; 

Nor harp, nor pipe, his ear could please 
Like the loud slogan yell. 

On active steed, with lance and blade, 
The hght-arm’d pricker plied his trade,— 
Let nobles fight for fame ; 

Let vassals follow where they lead, 
Burghers to guard their townships bleed. 
But war’s tbe Borderer’s game. 


Nor less did Mannion’s skilful view 
Glance eveiy line and squadron through ; 
And much he marvell’d one small land 
Could marshal forth such various band; 

For men-at-arms were here, 

HeavOy sheathed in mail and plate, 

Like iron towers for strength and weight, 
On Flemish steeds of bone and height, 
With battle-axe and spear. 

Young knights and squires, a lighter train, 
Practised their chargers on the plain,* 

By aid of leg, of hand, and rein. 


3 See Appendix, Note 3 L. 

4 MS.— “ There urge4 their chargers on tbe plain.’^ 

5 See Appendix, Note 3 M, 

® Ibid, Note 3 N. 

7 MS.—** And malU did many 'weighti.’’ 

8 See Appendix, Note 3 O. 


The barrier guard the Lion knew, 
Advanced their pikes, and soon ivithdrew 
The slender palisades and few 
That closed the tented ground ; 

And Mannion with his train, rode through, 
Across its ample bound.” 

‘ So long their shafts, so large their bows.” 
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Tbeir gain, their glory, their delight, 

To sleep the day, maraud the liight, 

O’er mountain, moss, and moor; 

Joyful to fight they took their way, 

Scarce caring who might win the day, 

Their booty was secure. 

These, as Lord Marmion’s train pass’d hy, 
Look’d on at first with careless eye. 

Nor marveli’d aught, well taught to know 
The form and force of English bow. 

But when they saw the Lord array’d 
In splendid arms and rich brocade, 

Each Borderer to his kinsman said, — 

^ Hist, Ringan I seest thou there I 
Canst guess which road they’ll homeward 
ride 1 — 

O ! could we but on Border side, 

By Eusedale glen, or LiddeiFs tide. 

Beset a prize so fair I 
That fangless Lion, too, their guide, 

Might chance to lose his glistering hide 
Brown Maudlin, of that doublet pied, 

Could make a Idrtle rare.” 

y. 

Next, Marmion mark’d the Celtic race, 

Of difierent language, form, and face, 

A various race of man ; 

Just then the Chiefs their tiibes array’d, 

And wild and garish semblance made, 

The chequer’d trews, and belted plaid, 

And varying notes the war-pipes bray’d, 

To every varying clan ; 

Wild through their red or sable hair 
Look’d out their eyes with savage stare, ^ 

On Marmion as he pass’d ; 

Their legs above the knee were bare ; 

Their frame was sinewy, short, and spare, 

And harden’d to the blast ; 

Of taller race, the chiefs they own 
Were by the eagle’s plumage known. 

The hunted red-deer’s undress’d hide 
Their hairy buskins well supplied ; 

The graceful bonnet deck’d their head : 

Back from their shoulders hung the plaid ; 

A broadsword of unwieldy length, 

A dagger proved for edge and strength, 

A studded targe they wore, 

And quivers, bows, and shafts, — but, O I 
Short was the shaft, and weak the bow, 

To that which England bore. 

The Isles-men carried at their backs 
The ancient Danish battle-axe. 


1 MS.— “ Hist, Ringan ! soest tbou there ! 

Canst guess what homeward road they take— • 
By Eusedale glen, or Yetholra lake? 

O ! could we hut hy hush or brake 
Beset a prize so fair! 

The fangless Lion, too, his guide, 

Might chance to lose his glittering hide.’* 
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They raised a wild and wondering erj^, 

As with his guide rode Marmion by. 

3joud were their clamouring tongues, as when 
The clanging sea-fowl leave the fen. 

And, with their cries discordant mix’d. 

Grumbled and yell’d the pipes betwixt. 

VI. 

Thus through the Scottish camp they pass’d, 

And reach’d the City gate at last, 

Where all around, a wakeful guard, 

Arm’d burghers kept their watch and ward. 

Well had they cause of jealous fear, 

When lay encamp’d, in field so near, 

The Borderer and the Mountaineer, 

As through the bustling streets they go, 

All was alive with martial show: 

At every turn, with dinning clang, 

The armourer’s anvil clash’d and rang ; 

Or toil’d the swarthy smith, to wheel 
The bar that arms the charger’s heel ; 

Or axe, or falchion, to the side 
Of Jarring grindstone was applied. 

Page, groom, and squire, with hurrying pace, 
Through street, and lane, and market-place. 

Bore lance, or casque, or sword ; 

While burghers, with important face, 

Described each new-come lord, 

Discuss’d his lineage, told liis name. 

His following,^ and his warlike fame. 

The Lion led to lodging meet. 

Which high o’erlook’d the crowded street i 
There must the Baron rest, 

Till past the hour of vesper tide. 

And then to Holy-Rood must lade, — 

Such was the King’s behest. 

Meanwhile the Lion’s care assigns 
A banquet rich, and costly wines, 

To Marmion and his train 
And when the appointed hour succeeds, 

The Baron dons his peaceful weeds, 

And following Lindesay as he leads 
The palace-halls they gain. 

VII. 

Old Holy-Rood ning merrily. 

That night, with wassell, mirth, and glee ; 

King James within her princely bower. 

Feasted the Chiefs of Scotland’s power, 

Summon’d to spend the parting hour; 

For he had charged, that his array 
Should southward march by break of day. 

Well loved that splendid monarch aye 


2 MS.—*' Wild from their red and swarthy hair 

Look’d through their eyes with savage stare." 

3 JPoZZowziijy— Feudal retainers.— This word, hy the way, 
has been, since the Author of Marmion used it, and thought 
it called for explanation, completely adopted into English, 
and especially into Parliamentary parlance.— Ed. 

^ See Appendix, Note 3 P. 
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The banquet and the song, 

By day the tourney, and by night 
The merry dance, traced fast and light, 

The maskers quaint, the pageant bright, 

The revel loud and long. 

This feast outshone his banquets past, 

It was his blithest — and his last. 

The dazzling lamps, from gallery gay, 

Cast on the Court a dancing ray ; 

Here to the harp did minstrels sing ; 

There ladies touch’d a softer string ; 

With long-ear’d cap, and motley vest, 

The licensed fool retail’d his jest ; 

His magic tricks the juggler plied ; 

At dice and draughts the gallants vied ; 

While some, in close recess apart, 

Courted the ladies of their heart, 

Nor courted them in vain ; 

For often, in the parting hour, 

Victorious Love asserts his power 
O’er coldness and disdain ; 

And flinty is her heart, can view 
To battle march a lover true — 

Can hear, perchance, his last adieu, 

Nor own het share of pain. 

VIII. 

Through this mix’d crowd of glee and game, 
The King to greet Lord Marmion came, 
While, reverent, all made room. 

An easy task it was, I trow, 

King James’s manly form to know. 

Although, his courtesy to show, 

He dofPd, to Marmion bending low, 

His broider’d cap and plume. 

For royal was his garb and mien, 

His cloak, of crimson velvet X->iled, 

Trimm’d with the fur of martin wild ; 

His vest of changeful satin sheen, 

The dazzled eye beguiled ; 

His gorgeous collar hung adown. 

Wrought with the badge of Scotland’s crowm,' 
The thistle brave, of old renowm : 

His trusty blade, Toledo right,- 
Descended from a baldric bright; 

'White were his buskins, on the heel 
His spurs inlaid of gold and steel ; 

His bonnet, all of crimson fair, 

Was button’d with a ruby rare : 

And Marmion deem’d he ne’er had seen 
A prince of such a noble mien. 

IX. 

The Monarch’s form wras middle size ; 

For feat of strength, or exercise, 


^ MS.— “ Bearing the badge of Scotland’s crown.” 
» MS.—** His trusty blade, Toledo right, 
Descended from a baldric bright, 

And dangled at his knee : 

White were his buskins ; from their heel 


Shaped in proportion fair ; 

And hazel was his eagle eye. 

And auburn of the darkest dye, 

His short curl’d beard and hair- 
Light was his footstep in the dancey 
And firm his stirrup in the lists ; 

And, oh ! he had that merry glance, 

That seldom lady’s heart resists. 

Lightly from fair to fair he flew, 

And loved to plead, lament, and sue ; — ^ 

Suit lightly won, and short-lived pain, 

For monarchs seldom sigh in vain. 

I said he joy’d in banquet bower ; 

But, ’mid his mirth, ’twas often strange, 

How suddenly his cheer would change, 

His look o’ereast and lower, 

If, in a sudden turn, he felt 
The pressure of his iron belt, 

That bound bis breast in penance pain. 

In memory of his father slain.*'’ 

Even so ’twas strange how, evcmiore, 

Soon as the passing pang was o’er 
Forward he rush’d, with double glee, 

Into the stream of revelry : 

Thus, dim-seen object of affright 
Startles the courser in his flight, 

And half he halts, half springs aside ; 

But feels the quickening spur applied, 

And, straining on the tighten’d rein, 

Scours doubly swift o’er hill and plain, 

X. 

O’er James’s heart, the courtiers say, 

Sir Hugh the Heron’s wife held sway ; ^ 

To Scotland’s Court she came. 

To be a hostage for her lord, 

Who Cessford’s gallant heart had gored, 

And with the King to make accord, 

Had sent his lovely dame. 

Nor to that lady free alone 
Did the gay King allegiance owm; 

For the fair Queen of France 
Sent him a turquois ring and glove, 

And charged him, as her knight and love. 

For her to break a lance ; 

And strilce three strokes with Scottish brand/ 
And march three miles on Southron land, 

And bid the banners of his band 
In English breezes dance. 

And thus, for France’s Queen lie drest 
His manly limbs in mailed vest ; 

And thus admitted English fair 
His inmost counsels still to share; 

And thus, for both, he madly p’ann’d 
The ruin of himself and land I 




His fretted spurs 
Were jingling merrily.” 

3 See Appendix, Note 3 Q. 

4 See Appendix, Note 3 K. & Ibid, Note 3 £ 


MARMION. 


121 


And yet, tlie sooth to tell. 

Nor England’s fair, nor Prance’s Queen, ^ 

Were worth one pearl-drop, bright and sheen, 
From Margaret’s eyes that fell, — 

His own Queen Margaret, who, in Lithgow’s bower, 
Ail lonely sat, and wept the weary hour. 

■■■ ' V , / XL 

The Queen sits lone in Lithgow pile, 

And weeps the weary day, 

The war against her native soil, 

Her Monarch’s risk in battle broil : — 

And in gay Holy- Rood, the while, 

Dame Heron rises with a smile 
Upon the harp to play. 

Pair was her rounded arm, as o’er 
The strings her fingers flew ; 

And as she touch’d and tuned them all. 

Ever her bosom’s rise and fall 
Was plainer given to view ; 

For, all for beat, was laid aside 
Her wimple, and her hood untied.- 
And firet she pitch’d her voice to sing, 

Then glanced her dark eye on the King, 

And then around the silent ring ; 

And laugh’d, and blush’d, and oft did say 
Her pretty oath, by Yea, and Nay, 

She could not, would not, durst not play ! 

At length, upon the harp, with glee. 

Mingled with arch simplicity, 

A soft, yet lively, air she rung, 

While thus the wily lady sung : — 

XII. 

LOCHlxWAR.^ 

Eatfii 

0, young Lochinvar is come out of the west, 
Through all the wade Border his steed was the best ; 
And save his good broadsword he weapons had none, 
He rode all unarm’d, and he rode all alone. 

So faithful in love, and so dauntless in war, 

There never was knight like the young Lochinvar. 

Pie staid not for brake, and he stopp’d not for stone, 
Pie swam the Eske river where ford there was none ; 
But ere he alighted at Netherby gate. 

The bride had consented, the gallant came late: 

P'’or a laggard in love, and a dastard in war, 

Was to wed the fair Ellen of brave Lochinvar. 

So boldly he enter’d the Netherby Hall, 

Among bride’s-men, and kinsmen, and brothers, and 
all: 

1 MS. — “ Nor France’s Queen, nor England’s fair. 

Were worth one pearl-drop, jjassing rare. 

From Margaret’s eyes that fell.” 

2 The MS. has only— 

“ For, all for heat, was laid aside 
Her wimpled hood and gorget’s pride : 

And on the righted harp with glee, 

Mingled with arch simplicity. 



Then spoke the bride’s father, his hand on his sword, 
(P’or the poor craven bridegroom said never a word,) 

0 come ye in peace here, or come ye in war, 

Or to dance at our bridal, young Lord Lochinvar I” — > 

1 long woo’d your daughter, my suit you denied ; — 
Love swells like the Solway, but ebbs like its tide — * 
And now am I come, with this lost love of mine. 

To lead but one measure, drink one cup of wine. 
There are maidens in Scotland more lovely by far, 
That would gladly be bride to the young Lochinvar.” 

The bride kiss’d the goblet : the knight took it up, 
He quaff’d off the wine, and he threw down the cup. 
She look’d down to blush, and she look’d up to sigh, 
With a smile on her lips, and a tear in her eye. 

He took her soft hand, ere her mother could bar, — 
Now tread we a measure !” said young Lochinvar. 

So stately his form, and so lovely her face, 

That never a hall such a galliard did grace ; 

While her mother did fret, and her father did fume, 
And the bridegroom stood dangling his bonnet and 
plume ; 

And thebride-maidens-wliisper’d, ’Twerebetterby far, 
To have match’d ourfau* cousin with young Lochinvar.” 

One touch to her hand, and one w'ord in her ear, 
When they reach’d the hall-door, and the charger 
stood near ; 

So light to the croupe the fair lady he swuing, 

So light to the saddle before her he sprung ! 

She is won ! we are gone, over bank, bush, and 
scaur ; 

TheyTl have fleet steeds that follow,” quoth young 
Lochinvar. 

There was mounting ’mong Graemes of the Netherby 
elan; 

Forsters, Fenwicks, and Musgraves, they rode and they 
ran: 

There was racing and chasing, on Cannobie Leo, 

But the lost bride of Netherby ne’er did they see. 

So daring in love, and so dauntless in war, 

Plave ye e’er heard of gallant like young Lochinvar? 

XIIL 

The Monarch o’er the siren hung 
And beat the measure as she sung ; 

And, pressing closer, and more near, 

He whisper’d praises in her ear. 

In loud applause the courtiers vied ; 

And ladies wink’d, and spoke aside. 

A soft, yet lively, air she rang, 

While thus her voice attendant sang.” 

3 The ballad of Lochinvar is in a very slight degree founded 
on a ballad called “ Katharine Janfarie,” which may be 
found in the “ Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border," vol. iii. 

4 See the nO'Vel of Redgauntlet, for a detailed picture of 
some of the extraordinary phenomena of the spring-tides in 
the Solway Frith. 
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The witching dame to Marmion threw 
A glance, where seem’d to reign 
The pride that claims applauses due. 

And of her royal conquest too, 

A real or feign’d disdain : 

Familiar was the look, and told, 

Marmion and she were hriends of old. 

Tlie King observed their meeting eyes, 

With something like displeased surprise ; 

For monarchs ill can rivals brook, 

Even in a word, or smile, or look. 

Straight took be forth the parchment broad, 
Which Marmion’s high commission show’d: 

Our Borders sack’d by many a raid, 

Our peaceful liege-men robb’d,” be said : 

** On day of truce our Warden slain. 

Stout Barton kill’d, his vassals ta’en — 
Unworthy were we here to reign. 

Should these for vengeance cry in vain ; 

Our full defiance, hate, and scorn, 

Our herald has to Henry home.” 

xiy. 

He paused, and led where Douglas stood, 
And with stem eye the pageant view’d : 

I mean that Douglas, sixth of yore, 

Who coronet of Angus bore, 

And, when his blood and heart were high,^ 
Kd the third James in camp defy, 

And all his minions led to die 
On Lauder’s dreary flat : 

Princes and favourites long grew tame, 
And trembled at the homely name 
Of Archibald Bell-the-Cat ; ® 

The same who left the dusky vale 
Of Hermitage in liddisdale, 

Its dungeons, and its tow’ers. 

Where Bothwell’s turrets brave the air, 
And Bothwell bank is blooming fair, 

To fix his princely howlers. 

Though now, in age, he bad laid down 
His armour for the peaceful gown, 

And for a staff his brand, 

Yet often would flash forth tho fire, 

That could, in youth, a monarch’s ire 
And minion’s pride withstand ; 

And even that day, at council board, 

Unapt to soothe his sovereign’s mood, 
Against the war had Angus stood, 

And chafed his royal lord.^ 

XT. 

His ^nt-form, like ruin’d tower, 

Though fali’n its muscles’ brawny vaunt, 


1 MS.— And, when his blood and heart were high, 
King James’s minions led to die. 

On Lander’s dreary flat.” 

^ BeXlrth^CaU see Appendix, Note 3 T. 

3 See Appendix, Note 3 U. ■* Ibid, Note 3 V. 

s See Appendix, Note 3 ‘W. 


Huge-honed, and tali, and grim, and gaunt, 
Seem’d o’er the gaudy scene to lower : 

His locks and beard in silver grew ; 

His eyebrows kept their sable hue. 

Near Douglas when the Monarch stood, 

His bitter speech be thus pursued ; 

" Lord Marmion, since these letters say 
That in the North you needs must stay, 
While slightest hopes of peace remain, 
Uncourteous speech it were, and stem, 

To say— Petum to Lindisfame, 

Until my herald come again.' — 

Then rest you in Tantallon Hold 
Your host shall be the Douglas bold, — 

A chief unlike his sires of old. 

He weal’s their motto on his blade,® 

Their blazon o’er his towers display’d ; 

Yet loves his sovereign to oppose, 

More than to face his country’s foes. 

And, I bethink me, by St. Stephen, 

But e’en this morn to me was given® 

A prize, the first fruits of the w’ar, 

Ta’en by a galley from Dunbar, 

A bevy of the maids of Heaven. 

Under your guard, these holy maids 
Shall safe return to cloister shades, 

And, while they at Tantallon stay, 

Kequiem for Cochran’s soul may say.” 

And, with the slaughter’d favourite’s name. 
Across the Monarch’s brow there came 
.A cloud of ire, remorse and shame. 

XVI. 

In answer nought could Angus speak ; 

His proud heart swelTd wellnigh to break : 
He turn’d aside, and down his cheek 
A burning tear there stole. 

His hand the Monarch sudden took, 

That sight his kind heart could not brook ; 

" Now, by the Bruce’s soul,^ 

Angus, my hasty speech forgive I 
For sure as doth his spirit live. 

As he said of the Douglas old, 

I w’eli may say of you,' — 

That never king did subject hold, 

In speech more free, in war more bold. 
More tender and more true : ® 

Forgive me, Douglas, once again.” — 

And, while the King his hand did strain. 
The old man’s tears fell down like rain. 

To seize the moment Marmion tried, 

And whisper’d to the King aside : 

Oh 1 let such tears unwonted plead 
For respite short from dubious deed ! 


6 MS, — “ But yester mom was hither driveu.” 
7 The next two lines are not in the original MS, 

8 0, Bowglas ! Dowglas ! 

Tendir and trew.” 

The 
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Unwittingly, King James had given, 
As guard to Whitby’s shades, 

The man most dreaded under Heaven 
By these defenceless maids : 

Yet what petition could avail, 

Or who would listen to the tale 
Of woman, prisoner, and nun, 

’Mid bustle of a war begun ? 

They deem’d it hopeless to avoid 
The convoy of their dangerous guide. 


A child will weep a bramble’s smart, 

A maid to see her sparrow part,^ 

A stripling for a woman’s heart : 

But woe awaits a country, when 
She sees the tears of bearded men. 

Then, oh ! what omen, dark and high, 

When Douglas wets his manly eye I ” 

XVII. , 

Displeased was James, that stranger view’d 
And tamper’d with his changing mood. 

Laugh those that can, weep those that may,” 
Thus did the fiery Monarch say, 

" Southward I march by break of day; 

And if within Tantallon strong, 

The good Lord Marmion tarries long, 

Perchance our meeting next may fall 
At Tamworth, in his castle-halL”— 

The haughty Marmion felt the taunt, 

And answer’d, grave, the royal vaunt : 

Much honour’d were my humble home, 

If in its halls King James should come ; 

But Nottingham has archers good, 

And Yorkshire men are stern of mood ; 
Northumbrian prickers wild and rude. 

On Derby Hills the paths are steep ; 

In Ouse and Tyjie the fords are deep ; 

And many a banner will be torn, 

And many a knight to earth be borne, 

And many a sheaf of arrows spent. 

Ere Scotland’s King shall cross the Trent : 

Yet pause, brave Prince, w’hile yet you may !” — 
The Monarch lightly turn’d away, 

And to his nobles loud did call, — 

Lords, to the dance, — a hall ! a hall I’’ - 
Himself his cloak and sword flung by, 

And led Dame Heron gallantly ; 

And minstrels, at the royal order, 

Rung out — Blue Bonnets o’er the Border.” 

xvni. 

Leave we these revels now, to tell 
What to Saint Hilda’s maids befell, 

Whose galley, as they sail’d again 
To Whitby, by a Scot was ta’en. 

Now at Dun-Edin did they bide, 

Till James should of their fate decide; 

And soon, by his command. 

Were gently summon’d to prepare 
To journey under Mannion’s care, 

As escort honour’d, safe, and fair, 

Again to English land. 

The Abbess told her chaplet o’er. 

Nor knew which saint she should implore ; 

For, when she thought of Constance, sore 
She fear’d Lord Marmion’s mood. 

And judge W’hat Clara must have felt ! 

The sword, that hung in Marmion’s belt, 

Had drunk De Wilton’s blood. 


XIX. 

‘I'heir lodging, so the King assign’d, 

To Marmion’s, as their guardian, join’d ; 
And thus it fell, that, passing nigh, 

The Palmer caught the Abbess’ eye, 

Who warn’d him by a scroll, 

She had a secret to reveal, 

That much concern’d the Church’s weah 
And health of sinner s soul ; 

And, with deep charge of secrecy, 

She named a place to meet, 

Within an open balcony. 

That hung from dizzy pitch, and high, 
Above the stately street ; 

To W'hich, as common to each home, 

At night they might in secret come. 

XX. 

At night, in secret, there they came. 

The Palmer and the holy Dame. 

The moon among the clouds rose high. 
And all the city burn w^as by. 

Upon the street, where late before 
Did din of war and warriors roar, 

You might have heard a pebble fall, 

A beetle hum, a cricket sing, 

An owlet flap his boding wing 
On Giles’s steeple tall. 

The antique buildings, climbing high, 
Whose Gothic frontlets sought the sky. 
Were here wrapt deep in shade; 

There on their brows the moon-beam 
broke, 

< Through the faint wreaths of silvery smolct., 
And on the casements play’d. 

And other light was none to see. 

Save torches gliding far, 

Before some chieftain of degree. 

Who left the royal revelry 
To bowne him for the war. — 

A solemn scene the Abbess chose ; 

A solemn hour, her secret to disclose. 


. : XXI. 

0, holy Palmer 1” she began,— 

For sure he must be sainted man, 
W’hose blessed feet have trod the ground 
Where the Redeemer’s tomb is found, — 


i MS.—"' A maid to see her /ooc tft’part.” 


s The ancient cry to make room, for a dance, or pageant. 
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For His dear Church’s sake, my tale 
Attend, nor deem of light avail. 

Though I must speak of worldly love, — 

How vain to those who wed above ! — ■ 

De Wilton and Lord jVIarmion woo’d^ 

Clara de Clare, of Gloster’s blood; 

(Idle it were of Whitby’s dame. 

To say of that same blood I came ;) 

And once, when jealous rage was high. 

Lord Marmion said despiteously, 

Wilton was traitor in his heart, 

And had made league with Martin Swart/ 

When he came here on Simnei’s part ; 

And only cowardice did restrain 
His rebel aid on Stokefield^s plain, — 

And down he threw his glove : — the 
thing 

Was tried, as wont, before the lung j 
“^VTaere frankly did De Wilton own, 

That Swart in Gueldres he had know ; 

And that between them then there went 
Some scroll of courteous compliment. 

For this he to his castle sent; 

But when his messenger retumM, 

Judge how de Wilton’s fury bum’dl 
For in his packet there was laid 
Letters that claim’d disloyal aid, 

And proved King Henry’s cause betray’d. 

His fame, thus blighted, in the field 
H e strove to clear, by spear and shield 
To clear his fame in vain he strove, 

For wondrous are His w^ays above 
Perchance some form was unobserved ; 

Perchance in prayer, or faith, he swerved / 

Else how could guiltless champion quail. 

Or how the blessed ordeal fain 

XXII.* 

His squire, who now De Wilton saw 
As recreant doom’d to suffer law, 

Repentant, own’d in vain, 

That, while he had the scrolls in care, 

A stranger maiden, passing fair, 

Had drench’d him with a beverage rare ; 

His words no faith could gain. 

WTth Clare |Llone he credence won. 

Who, rather than wed Marmion, 

Did to Saint Hilda’s shrine repair, 

To give our house her livings fair 
And die a vestal vot’ress there. 

The impulse from the earth was given, 

But bent her to the paths of heaven. 

A purer heart, a lovelier maid, 

Xe’er shelter’d her in Whitby’s shade, 

No, not since Saxon Edelfled; 

1 “ There are passages in which the flatness and tedious- 
ness of the narrative is relieved by no sort of beauty nor ele- 
gance of diction, and which form an extraordinary contrast 
with the more animated ajjd finished portions of the poem. 
W e shall not afHict our readers with more than one specimen 


Only one trace of earthly strain, 

That for her lover’s loss 
She cherishes a sorrow vain, 

And murmurs at the cross. — 

And then her heritage it goes 
Along the hanks of Tame ; 

Deep fields of grain the reaper mows, 

In meadows rich the heifer lows. 

The falconer and huntsman knows 
Its woodlands for the game. 

Shame were it to Saint Hilda dear, 

And I, her humble vot’ress here. 

Should do a deadly sin, 

Her temple spoh’d before mine eyes, 

If this false Marmion such a prize 
By my consent should \rin ; 

Yet hath our boisterous monarch sworn 
That Clare shall from our house be torn , 

And grievous cause have I to fear, 

Such mandate doth Lord MaiTuion bear. 

V ■ xxm.' 

Now, prisoner, helpless, and betray’d 
To evil power, I claim thine aid, 

By every step that thou hast trod 
To holy shrine and grotto dim, 

By every martyr’s tortured hmb, 

By angel, saint, and seraphim, 

And by the Church of God 1 
For mark When Wilton was betray’d, 

And with his squire forged letters laid, 

She was, alas ! that sinful maid, ‘ 

By whom the deed was done, — 

0 1 shame and horror to be said I — 

She was a perjured nun I 

No clerk in all the land, l&e her, 

Traced quaint and varjung character. 

Perchance you may a marvel deem, 

That Marmion’s paramour 
(For such vile thing she was) should scheme 
Her lover’s nuptial hour ; 

But o’er him thus she hoped to gain, 

As prhy to his honour’s stain, 

Illimitable power : 

For tills she secretly retain’d 
Each proof that might the plot reveal, 
Instructions with his hand and seal ; 

And thus Saint Hilda deign’d, 

Through sinner’s perfidy Impure, 

Her house’s glory to secure, 

And Clare’s immortal weal. 

XXIV. 

" ’Twere long, and needless, here to tell, 

How to my hand these papers fell ; 

of this falling off. We select it from the Abbess's explana« 
tion to Be Wilton : — ‘ De Wilton and Lord Marmion woo’d, 
&c. (and twenty-two following lines)," — J effrev. 

2 See Appendix, Note 3 X. 

3 Ibid, Note 3 Y 
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With me they must not stay. 

Saint Hilda keep her Abbess true ! 

Who knows what outrage he might do, 
While journeying by the way? — 

O, blessed Saint, if e’er again 
I venturous leave thy calm domain, 

To travel or by land or main, 

Deep penance may 1 pay !— 

Now, saintly Palmer, mark my prayer: 

I give this packet to thy care, 

For thee to stop they will not dare ; 

And 0 ! with cautious speed, 

To Wolsey’s hand the papers bring, 

That he may show them to the King : 

And, for thy well-eam’d meed. 

Thou holy man, at Whitby^’s shrine 
A weekly mass shall still be thine, 

While priests can sing and read. — 
What aiFst thou? — Speak !”■ — For as he 
took 

The charge, a strong emotion shook 
His frame ; and, ere reply, 

They heard a faint, yet shrilly tone, 

Like distant clarion feebly blown, 

That on the breeze did die ; 

And loud the Abbess shriek’d in fear. 
Saint Withold, save ns ! — What is here ! 
Look at yon City Cross ? 

See on its battled tower appear 
Phantoms, that sciiteheons seem to roar, 
And blazon’d banners toss 1 ” — 

XXV. 

Dun-Edin’s Cross, a pillar’d stone, ^ 

Rose on a tun’et octagon ; 

(But now is razed that monument, 
Whence royal edict rang. 

And voice of Scotland’s law was sent 
In glorious tmmpet-clang. 

O ! be his tomb as lead to lead, 

Upon its dull destroyer’s head !— < 

A minstrel’s malison- is said.^) — 

Then on its battlements they saw 
A vision, passing Natux'e’s law. 

Strange, wild, and dimly seen ; 

Figures that seem’d to rise and die. 
Gibber and sign, advance and fly, 

While nought confirm’d could ear or eye 
Discern of sound or mien. 

Yet darkly did it seem, as there 
Heralds and Pursuivants prepare. 

With trumpet sound and blazon fair, 

A summons to proclaim ; 


i Duii-Eclin’s Cross, a pillar’d stone, 

Eose on a turret htwocioii: 

{Dust unto dust, lead unto lead. 

On its destroyer’s drowsy y , , , 

ITT 1 ' j i. < >head!— ' 

Upon its base destroyer s > 

Tile Minstrel’s malison is said.)’* 

* t. e. Curse. 


But indistinct the pageant proud, 

As fancy forms of midnight cloud. 

When flings the moon upon her shroud 
A wavering tinge of flame ; 

It flits, expands, and shifts, till loud, 
From midmost of the spectre crowd. 
This awful summons came: — ■* 

XXVL 

Prince, prelate, potentate, and peer, 
Whose names I now shall call, 
Scottish, or foreigner, give ear ; 

Subjects of him who sent me here, 

At his tribunal to appear, 

I summon one and all: 

I cite you by each deadly sin, 

That e’er hath soil’d your hearts within : 
I cite you by each brutal lust, 

That e’er defiled your earthly dust, — 

By wrath, by pride, by fear,® 

By each o’er-mastering passion’s tone, 

By the dark grave, and dying groan 1 
When forty days are pass’d and gone,® 

I cite you, at your Monarch’s throne. 

To answer and appear.” 

Then thunder’d forth a roll of names : 
The first was thine, unhappy James ! 

Then all thy nobles came ; 

Crawford, Glencairn, jMontrose, Argyle, 
Ross, Bothwell, Forbes, Lennox, Lyle,' — 
Why should I tell their separate style ; 

Each chief of birth and fame. 

Of Lowland, Highland, Border, Isle, 
Fore-doom’d to Flodden’s carnage pile, 
Was cited there by name ; 

And Marmion, Lord of Fontenaye, 

Of Lutterw'ard, and Scrivelbaye ; 

De Wilton, erst of Abeiiey, 

The self-same thundering voice did say.— 
But then another spoke : 

Thy fatal summons I deny, 

And thine infernal Lord defy. 

Appealing me to Him on High, 

Who burst the sinner’s yoke.” 

At that dread accent, with a scream, 
Parted the pageant like a di'eam, 

The summoner was gone. 

Prone on her face the Abbess fell, 

And fast, and fast, her beads did tell ; 

Her nuns came, startled by the yell. 

And found her there alone. 

She mark’d not, at the scene aghast, 
What time, or how, the Palmer pass’a. 


3 See Appendix, Note 3 Z. 

* See Appendix, Note 4 A. 

6 MS.— “ By wrath, by fraud, by fear,” 

6 MS .— Ere twenty days are pass’d and gone. 

Before the mighty Monarch's throne, 

I cite you to appear.” 

7 MS. In thundering tone the voice did say.” 
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Shift we the scene. — The camp doth move, 
Dun-Edin’s streets are empty now. 

Save when, for weal of those they love, 

To pray the prayer, and vow the vow. 

The tottering child, the anxious fair, 

The grey-hair ’d sire, with pious care. 

To chapels and to shrines repair— 

Where is the Palmer now? and where 
The Abbess, Mannion, and Clare? — 

Bold Douglas 1 to Tantallon fair 
They journey in thy charge; 

Lord Manmon rode on his right hand, 

The Palmer still was with the hand ; 

Angus, like Lindesay, did command, 

That none should roam at large. 

But in that Palmer’s alter’d mien 
A wondrous change might now be seen, 

Freely he spoke of wai’. 

Of marvels wrought by single hand, 

When lifted for a native land ; 

And still look’d high, as if heplann’d 
Some desperate deed afar. 

His courser would he feed and stroke, 

And, tucking up his sable frocke, 

Would fimt Ms mettle bold provoke, 

Then soothe or quell his pride. 

Old Hubert said, that never one 
He saw, except Lord Marmion, 

A steed so fairly ride. 

XXVHL 

ISome half-hour’s inarch behind, there came, 
By Eustace govern’d fair, 

A troop escorting Hilda’s Dame, 

With all her nuns, and Clare. 

No audience had Lord Marmion sought; 

Ever he fear’d to aggravate 
Clara de Clare’s suspicious hate ; 

And safer ’twas, he thought, 

To wait till, from the nuns removed, 

The influence of kinsmen loved, 

And suit by Henry’s self approved, 

Her slow consent hiul \\Tought. 

His was no flickei-ing flame, that dies 
Unless when faim’d by looks and sighs. 

And lighted oft at lady’s eyes ; 

He long’d to stretch his wide command 
O’er luckless Clara’s ample land : 

Besides, when Wilton with him vied. 
Although the pang of humbled pride 
The place of jealousy supplied, 

Yet conquest by that meanness won 
He almost loath’d to think upon, 

Led him, at times, to hate the cause. 

Which made him hurst through honour’s laws. 


1 MS.--North Berwick’s town, and conic Law,” 

2 The convent alluded to is a foundation of Cistertian nuns, 


If e’er be lov'd, ’twas her alone, 

Who died within that vault of stone. 

XXIX. 

And now, when close at hand they saw 
North Berwick’s town, and lofty Law,^ 
Fitz-Eustace bade them pause a while. 
Before a venerable pile,® 

"Whose turrets view’d, afar, 

Tlie lofty Bass, the Lambie Isle,* 

The ocean’s peace or war. 

At tolling of a bell, forth came 
The convent’s venerable Dame, 

And pray’d Saint Hilda’s Abbess rest 
With her, a loved and honour’d guest. 

Till Douglas should a bark prepare 
To w’aft her back to Whitby fair. 

Glad was the Abbess, you may guess, 

And thank’d the Scottish Prioress ; 

And tedious were to tell, I ween, 

The courteous speech that pass’d between 
O’eijoy’d the nuns their palfreys leave; 
But when fair Clara did intend, 

Like them, from horseback to descend, 
Fitz-Eustace said, — I grieve. 

Fair lady, grieve e’en from my heart, 

Such gentle company to part ; — 

Think not discourtesy, 

But lords’ commands must be obey’d ; 

And Marmion and the Douglas said, 

That yon must wend with me. 

Lord Marmion hath a letter broad, 

"Which to the Scottish Earl he show’d, 
Commanding, that, beneath his care, 
Without delay, you shall repair 
To your good kinsman, Lord Fitz-Clarc.” 

XXX. 

The startled Abbess loud exclaim’d ; 

But she, at whom the blow was aim’d, 
Grew pale as death, and cold as lead, — 

She deem’d she heard her death-doom read. 
Cheer thee, my child !” the Abbess said, 
They dare not tear thee from my hand, 

To ride alone with armed band.” — 

Nay, holy mother, nay,” 

Fitz-Eustace said, the lovely Clare 
Will be in Lady Angus’ care, 

In Scotland while we stay; 

And, when we move, an easy ride 
Will bring us to the English side. 

Female attendance to provide 
Befitting Gloster’s heir : 

Nor thinks nor dreams my noble lord, 

By slightest look, or act, or word, 

To harass Lady Clare. 


near North Berwick, of which there are still some remainsr 
It was founded by Duncan, Earl of Fifes in 1216. 

3 MS. — “ The lofty Bass, the Lamb’s green isle.” 
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Her faitlifui guardian he -will be, 

Nor sue for slightest courtesy 
That e’en to stranger falls, 

Till he shall place her, safe and free, 
Within her kinsman’s halls.” 

He spoke, and blush’d with earnest grace ; 
His faith was painted on his face. 

And Clare’s worst fear relieved. 

The Lady Abbess loud exclaim’d 
On Henry, and the Douglas blamed, 
Entreated, threaten’d, grieved ; 

To martyr, saint, and prophet pray’d. 
Against Lord Marmion inveigh’d, 

And call’d the Prioress to aid, 

To curse with candle, bell, and book. 

Her head the grave Cistertian shook : 

" The Douglas, and the King,” she said, 
In their conamands will be obey’d ; 
Grieve not, nor dream that harm can fall 
The maideii in Tantallon hall.” 

, XXXL. ■ 

The Abbess, seeing strife was vain, 
Assumed her wonted state again, — 

For much of state she had,— 

Composed her veil, and raised her head, 
And — “ Bid,” in solemn voice she said, 
id xhy master, bold and bad, 

The records of his house turn o’er, 

And, when he shall there written see. 
That one of his own ancestry 
Drove the Monks forth of Coventry,^ 
Bid him his fate explore I 
Prancing in pride of earthly trust, 

His charger hurl’d him to the dust, 
And, by a base plebeian thrust, 

He died his band before. 

God judge ’twixt Marmion and me ; 

He is a Chief of high degree, 

And I a poor recluse ; 

Yet oft, in holy writ, we see 
Even such weak minister as me 
May the oppressor bruise : 

For thus, inspired, did Judith slay 
The mighty in his sin, 

And Jael thus, and Deborah”— — 

Here hasty Blount broke in : 

“ Fitz-Eustaee, we must march our band: 
St. Anton’ fire thee I wilt thou stand 
All day, with bonnet in thy hand. 

To hear the Lady preach 1 


1 See Appendix, Note 4 B. 

2 This line, necessary to the rkyms, is now for the first 
time restored from the MS. It must have been omitted by 
axi oversight in the original printing. — Ed. 

a For the origin of Marmion’s visit to Tantallon Castle, in 
the Poem, see Life of Scott, vol. iii. p. 17- 

-* “ During the regency (subsequent to the death of James 
V.) the Dowager Queen Regent, Mary of Guise, became desi- 
rous of putting a French garrison into Tantallon, as she had 


By this good light i if thus we stay, 

Lord Marmion, for our fond delay, 

Will sharper sermon teach. 

Come, d’on thy cap, and mount thy horse; 
The Dame must patience take perforce/’— 

XXXIL 

Submit we then to force,” said Clare, 

“ But let this barbarous lord despair 
EEis purposed aim to win ; 

Let him take living, land, and life ; 

But to be Marmion’s wedded wife 
In me w^ere deadly sin : 

And if it be the King’s decree, 

That I must find no sanctuary, 

In that inviolable dome,2 
Where even a homicide might come, 

And safely rest his head, 

Though at its open portals stood, 

Tlnrsting to pour forth blood for blood. 

The kinsmen of the dead ; 

Yet one asylum is my owm 
Against the dreaded hour; 

A low, a silent, and a lone, 

Where kings have little pow'er. 

One victim is before me there. — 

Mother, your blessing, and in prayer 
Remember your unhappy Clare I” 

Loud weeps the Abbess, and bestows 
Kind blessings many a one : 

Weeping and wailing loud arose, 

Round patient Clare, the clamorous woes 
Of every simple nun. 

His eyes the gentle Eustace dried, 

And scarce rude Blount the sight could bide. 

Then took the squire her rein, 

And gently led away her steed, 

And, by each courteous word and deed. 

To cheer her strove in vain. 

XXXIIL 

But scant three miles the band had rode, 
I\lien o’er a height they pass’d. 

And, sudden, close before them show'd 
His towers, T^tallon vast 
Broad, massive, high, and stretching far, 

And held impregnable in war. 

On a projecting rock they rose. 

And round three sides the ocean flows,, 

The fourth did battled walls enclose, 

And double mound and fosse.** 


into Dunbar and Inchkeith, in order the better to bridle the 
lords and barons, who inclined to the reformed fidtb, and to 
secure by citadels the sea-coast of the Frith of Forth. For 
this purpose, the Regent, to use the phrase of the time, 
‘ denied with * the (then) Earl of Angus for his consent to the 
proposed measure. He occupied liimsclf, while she was 
speaking, in feeding a falcon which sat upon his wrist, and 
only replied by addressing the bird, but leaving the Queen to 
make the application, ^ The devil is in tliis greedy gled— she 
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By Barrow drawbridge, outworks strong. 
Through studded gates, an entrance long, 
To the main court they cross. 

It was a wide and. stately sq^uarc : 

Around were lodgings, fit and fair, 

And towers of various form, 

Which on the court projected far, 

And broke its lines quadrangular. 

Here was square keep, there turret high, 

Or pinnacle that sought the sky, 

Whence oft the Warder could descry 
The gathering ocean-storm. 

XXXIV. 

Here did they rest. — The princely care 
'Of Douglas, why should 1 declare, 

Or say they met reception fair ? 

Or why the tidings say. 

Which, varying, to Tantallon came, 

By hurrying posts or fleeter fame. 

With ever varjdng day 1 
And, first they heard King James had won 
■^tall, and Wark, and Ford ; and then, 
That Norham Castle strong was ta’en. 
At that sore marveU’d Marmion ; — 

And Douglas hoped his Monarch’s hand 
Would soon subdue Northumberland: 

But whisper’d news there came, 

That, while his host inactive lay, 

And melted by degrees away, 

King James was dallying off the day 
With Heron’s wily dame. — 

Such acts to chronicles I yield ; 

Go seek them there, and see ; 

Mine is a tale of Flodden Field, 

And not a history.— 

At length they heard the Scottish host 
On that high ridge had made their post, 
Which frowns o’er Millfield Plain , 

And that brave Surrey many a band 
■' Had gather'd in the Southern land. 

And march’d into Northumberland, 

And camp at Wooler ta’en. 

Marmion, like chargor in the stall, 

That hears, vvithout, the trumpet-call, 
Began to chafe, and sw’^ear: — > 

“ A sorry thing to hide my head 
In castle, like a fearful maid, 

■When such a field is near ! 

Needs must I see this battle-day : 

Death to my fame if such a fray 
Were fought, and Marmion away I 
The Douglas, too, I wot not why, 

Hath ’bated of his courtesy : 


will never be fou.’ But when the Queen, without appealing 
to notice this hint, continued to press her obnoxious request, 
Angus replied, in the true spirit of a feudal noble, “ Yes, Ma- 
dam, the castle is yours : God forbid else. But by the might 
of God, Madam t’ such was his usual oath, ‘ I must be your 
Captain and Keeper for you, and I will keep it as well as any 


No longer in his halls I’ll stay.” 

Then bade his band they should array 
For march against the dawning day. 




INTRODUCTION TO CANTO SIXTH. 


RICHAED HEBEB, Esa. 

Mertoun-Hom6;f^ ChriaiMah^ 

Heap on more wood ! — the wind is chill ; 

But let it whistle as it will, 

Well keep our Christmas merry still. 

Each age has deem’d the new-born year 
The fittest time for festal cbeer; 

Even, heathen yet, the savage Dane 
At lol more deep the mead did drain 
High on the beach his galleys drew. 

And feasted all his pirate crew ; 

Then in his low and pine-built hall, 

Where shields and axes deck’d the wall; 

They gorged upon the half dress’d steer ; 
Caroused in seas of sable beer ; 

"While round, in brutal jest, were thrown 
The half-gnaw’d rib, and marrow-bone : 

Or listen’d all, in grim delight. 

While Scalds yell’d out the joys of fight. 

•Then forth, in frenzy, would they hie, 

While wildly-ioose their red IocaS fly, 

And dancing round the blazing pile, 

They make such barbarous mirth the while, 

As best might to the mind recall 
The boisterous joys of Odin’s hall. 

And wull our Christian sires of old 
Loved when the year its course had roll’d, 

And brought blithe Christmas back again, 

With all his hospitable train. 

Domestic and religious rite 
Gave honour to the holy night ; 

On Christmas eve the bells were nmg ; 

On Christmas eve the mass was sung ; 

That only night in all the year, 

Saw the stoled priest the chalice rear."* 


you can place there.’ ’’—Sib Walter Scott’s Bliscellaneoui 
Prose Worles, vol. vii. p. 436. 

1 Mertoun-House, the scat of Hugh Scott, Esq. of Harden, 
is beautifully situated on the Tweed, about two miles below 
Dryburgh Abbey. 

2 See Appendix, Note 4 C. 3 Sec Appendix, Note 4 B , 


The damsel donn"d her kirtle sheen ; 

The hall was dress’d with holy green ; 

Forth to the wood did merry-men go. 

To gather in the misletoe. 

Then open’d wide the Baron’s hall 
To vassal, tenant, serf, and all ; 

Power laid his rod of rule aside. 

And Ceremony doff’d his pride. 

The heir, with roses in his shoes, 

That night might village partner choose ; 

The Lord, underogating, share 

The vulgar game of “ post and pair.” 

All hail’d, with nncontroll’d delight, 

And general voice, the happy night, 

That to the cottage, as -the crown. 

Brought tidings of salvation down. 

The fire, with v/ell-dried logs supplied, 
Went roaring up the chimney wide j 
The huge hall-table’s oaken face, 

Scrubb’d till it shone, the day to grace, 
Bore then upon its massive hoard 
No mark to part the squire and lord. 

Then was brought in the lusty brawn. 

By old blue-coated serving-man ; 

Then the grim boar’s head frown’d on 
high, 

Crested with bays and rosemary. 

W ell can the green-garb’d ranger tell, 
How», wiien, and wiiere, the monster fell ; 
What dogs before his death he tore, 

And all the baiting of the boar.^ 

The wassel round, in good brown bowls, 
Garnish’d with ribbons, blithely trowls. 
There the huge sirloin reek’d ; hard by 
Plum-porridge stood, and Christmas pie ; 
Nor fail’d old Scotland to produce, 

At such high tide, her savoury goose. 

Then came the merry maskers in, 

And carols roar’d with blithesome din j 
If unmelodious was the song, 

It was a hearty note, and strong. 

Who lists may in their mumming see 

Traces of ancient mystery 

White shirts supplied the masquerade, 

And smutted cheeks the visors made ; 

But, 0 ! what maskers, richly dight, 

Can boast of bosoms half so light ! 

England was merry England, when 
Old Christmas brought his sports again. 
’Twas Christmas broach’d the mightiest ale; 
’Twas Christmas told the merriest tale; 


1 MS.~“ And all the hunting of the hoar. 

Then round the merry wassel-howl, 

Garnish’d "with ribbons, blithe did trowl. 

And the large sirloin steam’d on high. 
Plum-porridge, hare, and savoury pie.” 

S See Appendix, Note 4 E. 

3 “ Blood is warmer than water,”— a proverb meant to vin- 
dicate our himily predilections. 

* See Ai)pendix, Note 4 F. 
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A Christmas gambol oft could cheer 
The poor man’s heart through half the year. 

Still linger, in our northern clime, 

Some remnants of the good old time ; 

And still, wathin our valleys here. 

We hold the kindred title dear, 

Even when, perchance, its far-fetch’d claim 
To Southron ear sounds empty name ; 

For course of blood, our proverbs deem, 

Is warmer than the mountain-stream.® 

And thus, my Clmstmas still I hold 
Where my great-grandsire came of old, 

With amber beard, and flaxen hair,^ 

And reverend apostolic air — 

The feast and holy- tide to share. 

And mix sobriety with wine, 

And honest mirth with thoughts divine: 

Small thought was his, in after time 
E’er to be hitch’d into a rhyme. 

The simple sire could only boast, 

That he was loyal to his cost ; 

The banish’d race of kings revered, 

And lost his land, — ^but kept his beard. 

In these dear halls, where w^elcome kind® 

Is with fair liberty combined ; 

Where cordial friendship gives the hand, 

And flies constraint the magic wand 
Of the fair dame that rules the land.®* 

Little we heed the tempest drear, 

While music, mirth, and social cheer, 

Speed on their wings the passing year. 

And Mertoun’s halls are fair e’en now, 

When not a leaf is on the hough. 

Tweed loves them well, and turns again, 

As loath to leave the sweet domain. 

And holds his mirror to her face, 

And clips her with a close embrace : — 

Gladly as he, we seek the dome. 

And as reluctant turn us home. 

How just that, at this time of glee, 

My thoughts should, Heher, turn to thee ! 

For many a merry hour we’ve known, 

And heard the chimes of midnight’s tone.’' 

Cease, then, my friend ! a moment cease, 

And leave these classic tomes in peace ! 

Of Roman and of Grecian lore, 

Sure mortal brain can hold no more. 

These ancients, as Noll Bluff might say, 

“ Were pretty fellows in their day;”® 

5 MS. — “ In these fair halls, with merry <)heer, 

Is bid farewell the dying year.” 

® A lady of noble German descent, born Countess Harriet 
Bruhl ofMartinskirchen, married to H. Scott, Esq. of Harden, 
(now Lord Pol worth), the author’s relative and much valued 
friend almost fit>m infancy.”— Border Minstrelsy, vol. iv. p. 59. 

7 The MS. adds “ As boasts old Shallow to Sir John.” 

S'* Hannibal vras a pretty fellow, sir— a very pretty fellow 
in his day.”— GW 
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But time ana tide o’er all prevail— 

On Christmas eve a Christmas tale — 

Of wonder and of war— “ Profane I 
What! leave the lofty Latian strain, 

Her stately prose, her verse^s charms. 

To hear the clash of rusty arms; 

In Fairy Land or Limho lost, 

To jostle conjurer and ghost, 
aoblin and witch Nay, Heher dear, 
Before you touch my charter, hear: 

Though Leyden aids, alas ! no more. 

My cause with many-languaged lore,* 

This may I say;— in realms of death 
Ulysses meets Alcides’ wraith; 
iSneas, upon Thracia’s shore, 

The ghost of murder’d Polydore ; 

For omens, we in Livy cross, 

At every turn, locuhis Bos, 

As grave and duly speaks that ox, 

As if he told the price of stocks ; 

Or held, in Rome republican, 

The place of common-councilman. 

All nations have their omens drear, 

Thear legends wild of woe and fear. 

To Cambria look — ^the peasant see, 

Bethink him. of Glendowerdy, 

And shun the spirit’s Blasted Tree.”® 

The Highlander, whose red claymore 
The battle turn’d on Maida’s shore, 

Will, on a Friday mom, look pale, 

If ask’d to tell a fairy tale : ® 

He fears the vengeful Elfin King, 

Who leaves that day his grassy ring: 
Invisible to human ken. 

He walks among the sons of men. 

Did’st e’er, dear Heber, pass along'* 
Beneath the towers of Franchemont, 
WMeli, like an eagle’s nest in air, 

Hang o’er the stream and hamlet fairl^ 
Deep in their vaults, the peasants say, 

A mighty treasure buried lay, 

Amass’d through rapine and through wrong 
By the last Lord of Franchemont.® 

The iron chest is bolted hard, 

A huntsman sits, its constant guard ; 


1 MS.— “ With all his many-languaged lure.” 

John Leyden, M.D., -who had been of great service to Sir 
Walter Scott in the preparation if the Border Minstrelsy, 
tailed for India in April 1803, ano died at Java in August 
181 L before completing his 36th year. 

** Scenes sung by him who sings no morel 
His brief and bright career is o’er. 

And mute his tuneful strains ; 

Quench’d is his lamp of varied lore. 

That loved the light of song to pour. 

A distant and a deadly shore 
Has Leyden’s cold remains!” 

hard qfthe Canto IF. past. 


Around his neck his horn is hung. 

His hanger in his belt is slung ; 

Before his feet his blood-hounds lie * 

An ’twere not for his gloomy eye, 

Whose withering glance no heart can brook. 
As true a huntsman doth he look, 

As bugle e’er in brake did sound, 

Or ever holloo’d to a hound. 

To chase the fiend, and win the prize. 

In that same dungeon ever tries 
An aged necromantic priest ; 

It is an hundred years at least, 

Since ’t\rixt them first the strife begun, 

And neither yet has lost nor won. 

And oft the Conjurer’s words will make 
The stubborn Demon groan and quake ; 

And oft the bands of iron break, 

Or bursts one lock, that still amain. 

Fast as ’tis open’d, shuts again. 

That magic strife within the tomb 
May last until the day of doom, 

Unless the adept shall learn to tell 
The very word that clench’d the spell, 

■When Franch’mont lock’d the treasure cell. 
An hundred years are pass’d and gone, 

And scarce three letters has he won. 

Such general superstition may 
Excuse for old Pitscottie say j 
Whose gossip history has given 
My song the messenger from Heaven,'*' 

That warn’d, in Lithgow, Scotland’s King, 
Nor less the infernal summoning 
May pass the Monk of Durham’s tale, 
Whose demon fought in Gothic mail ; 

May pardon plead for Fordun grave, 

Who told of Gifford’s Goblin-Cave. 

But w’hy such instances to you, 

Who, in an instant, can renew 
Your treasured hoards of various lore, 

And furnish twenty thousand more ? 

Hoards, not like theirs whose volumes rest 
Like treasures in the Franch’mont chest, 
W’hile gripple owners still refuse 
To others what they cannot use ; ^ 

Give them the priest’s w'hole century, 

They shall not spell you letters three ; 


See a notice of his life in thy* Author’s Miscellaneous Prcs«i 
Works. 

2 See Appendix, Note 4 G. 

^ See A ppendix. Note 4 H. 

4 This paragraph appears interpolated on the blank page of 
the MS. 

6 Afs,— “ Which, high in air, like eagle’s nest, 

Hang from the dizzy mountain’s breast.” 

® Sec Appendix, Note 4 I. 

7 Ibid. Note 3 B, 

8 See Appendix, Note 4 A. The four lines which foHovc are 
not in the MS. 
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Tiieir pleasure in the books the same 
The magpie takes in pilfer’d gem. 

Thy volumes, open as thy heart. 

Delight, amusement, science, art. 

To every ear and eye impart ; 

Yet who of all who thus employ them, 

Can like the owner’s self enjoy them'?-— 

But, hark 1 I hear the distant drum I 
The day of Flodden Field is come. — 

Adieu, dear Heber I life and health, 

And store of literary wealth. 

jHarmfcn* 

CANTO SIXTH. 

L 

While great events were on the gale, 

And each hour brought a varying tale, 

And the demeanour, changed and cold, 

Of Douglas, fretted Marmion bold. 

And, like the impatient steed of war. 

He snuff’d the battle from afar ; 

And hopes were none, that back again 
Herald should come from Terouenne, 

Where England’s King in leaguer lay, 

Before decisive battle-day ; 

Whilst these things were, the mournful Clare 
Did in the Dame’s devotions share : 

For the good Countess ceaseless pray’d 
To Heaven and Saints, her sons to aid, 

And, with short interval, did pass 
From prayer to book, from book to mass, 

And all in high Baronial pride, — 

A life both dull and dignified ; — 

Yet as Lord Marmion nothing press’d 
Upon her intervals of rest, 

Dejected Clara well could bear 
The formal state, the lengthen’d prayer, 
Though dearest to her wounded heart 
The hours that she might spend apart. 


I said, Tantallon’s dizzy steep 
H ung o’er the margin of the deep. 

Many a rude tower and rampart there 
Kepell’d the insult of the air, 

Which, when the tempest vex’d the sky, 
Half breeze, half spray, came whistling by. 
Above the rest, a turret square 
Did o’er its Gothic entrance bear, 

Of sculpture rude, a stony shield ; 

The Bloody Heart was in the Field, 

And in the chief three mullets stood, 

The cognizance of Douglas blood. 


The turret held a harrow stair,* 

■Which, mounted, gave you access wliei'e 

A parapet’s embattled row 

Did seaward round the castle go. 

Sometimes in dizzy steps descending. 
Sometimes in narrow circuit bending. 
Sometimes in platform broad extending, 

Its varying circle did combine 
Bulwark, and bartizan, and line, 

And bastion, tower, and vantage-coign ; 

Above the booming ocean leant 
The far-projecting battlement; 

The billows burst, in ceaseless how, 

Upon the precipice below. 

Where’er TantaUon faced the land, 
Gate-works, and w’alls, were strongly maim’d ; 
No need upon the sea-girt side ; 

The steepy rock, and frantic tide. 

Approach of human step denied ; 

And thus these lines and ramparts rude, 

Were left in deepest solitudo. 


And, for they were so lonely, Clare 
Would to these battlements repair, 

And muse upon her sorrows there, 

And list the sea-bird’s cry ; 

Or slow', like noontide ghost, would glide 
Along the dark-grey bulwarks’ side, 

And ever on the hea\dng tide 
Look down with weary eye. 

Oft did the cliff and sw^elling main, 
Recall the thoughts of Whitby’s fane,- — 
A home she ne’er might see again ; 

For she had laid adowm, 

So Douglas bade, the hood and veil, 
And frontlet of the cloister pale, 

And Benedictine gown : 

It were unseemly sight, he said, 

A novice out of convent shade. — 

Now her bright locks, with sunny glow, 
Again adorn’d her brow of snow; 

Her mantle rich, whose borders, round, 
A deep and fretted broidery bound, 

In golden foldings sought the ground ; 
Of holy ornament, alone 
Remain’d a cross with ruby stone ; 

And often did she look 
On that which in her hand she bore. 
With velvet bound, and broider’d o’er 
Her breviary book. 

In such a place, sodone, so grim, 

At dawming pale, or twilight dim, 

It fearful would have been 
To meet a form so richly dress d,"*’ 

■With book in hand, and cross on breast. 
And such a woeful mien. 


* MS. — “ The tower contain’d a narrow stair, 
And gave an open access where ” 


To meet a form so fair, and dress’d 
In antique robes, with, cross on breast-” 
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j?itz-Eustaee, loitering with his bow, 

To practise on the gull and crow, 

Saw her, at distance, gliding slow, 

And did by Mary swear,— 

Some love-lorn Fay she might have been, 

Or, in Romance, some speU-bound Queen ; 

For ne’er, in work-day world, was seen 
A form so witching fair.^ 

^ IV. 

Once walking thus, at evening tide. 

It chanced a gliding sail she spied, 

And, sighing, thought—^' The Abbess, there, 
Perchance, does to her home repair ; 

Her peaceful rule, where Duty, free, 

Walks hand in hand with Charity ; 

Where oft Devotion’s tranced glow 
Can such a glimpse of heaven bestow, 

That the enraptured sisters see 
High vision and deep mystery ; 

The very form of Hilda fair, 

Hovering upon the sunny air, 

And smiling on her votaries’ prayer.^ 

0 1 wherefore, to my duller eye, 

Did slill the Saint her form deny 1 
Was it, that, sear’d by rinfiil scorn. 

My heart could neither melt nor bum ? 

Or lie my warm affections low, 

With him, that taught them first to glow i 
Yet, gentle Abbess, well I knew, 

To pay thy kindness grateful due, 

And well could brook the mild command. 

That ruled thy simple maiden band. 

How different now ! condemn’d to bide 
My doom from this dark tyrant’s pride.— 

Bnt Marmion has to learn, ere long, 

That constant mind, and hate of wrong, 
Descended to a feeble girl. 

From Red De Clare, stout Gloster’s Earl : 

Of such a stem, a sapling weak,^ 

He ne’er shall bend, although he break. 

. ■ ’ • V. 

^^But see! — makes this armour here — 
For in her path there lay 
Targe, corslet, helm she view’d them near. — 
“ The breast-plate pierced ! — Ay, much I fear. 
Weak fence wert thou ’gainst foeman’s spear. 
That hath made fatal entrance here. 

As these dark blood-gouts say. — 

Thus Wilton ! — Oh 1 not corslet’s ward, 

Not truth, as diamond pure and hard, 


i A form so sad and fair.” 

• See Appendix, Note 4 K. 

8 MS.— “ Of such a stem, or branch, vf eak. 

He ne’er shall bend me, thongli he break,” 

4 MS.—" By many a short caress delay’d.” 

8 " When the snTi)ri»e at meeting a lover rescued from the 
dead is considered, the above picture wfil not be thought over- 


Could be thy manly bosom’s guard, 

On yon disastrous day 1”— 

She raised her eyes in mournful mood, — 
Wilton himself before her stood ! 

It might have seem’d his passing ghost, 

For eveiy youthful grace was lost ; 

And Joy unwonted, and surprise, 

Gave their strange wildness to his eyes.— 
Expect not, noble dames and lords, 

That I can tell such scene in words : 

What skilful limner e’er would choose 
To paint the rainbow’s varying hues. 

Unless to mortal it were given 
To dip his brush in dyes of heaven ? 

Far less can my weak line declare 
Each changing passion’s shade ; 
Brightening to rapture from despair, 

Sorrow, surprise, and pity there. 

And joy, with her angelic air, 

And hope, that paints the future fair, 

Their varying hues display’d : 

Each o’er its rival’s ground extending, 
Alternate conquering, shifting, blending, 

Till all, fatigued, the conflict yield, 

And mighty Love retains the field. 

Shortly I tell what then he said. 

By many a tender word delay’d,*^ 

And modest blush, and bursting sigh, 

And question kind, and fond reply : — 

VI. 

« Forget we that disastrous day, 

When senseless in the lists I lay. 

Thence dragg’d, — ^but how I cannot know, 
For sense and recollection fled, — 

1 found me on a pallet low, 

Within my ancient beadsman’s slicd.® 
Austin,. — ^remember ’st thou, my Clare, 
How thou didst blush, w'hen the old man, 
When first our infant love began, 

Said we would make a matchless pair . 
Menials, and friends, and kinsmen fled 
From the degraded traitor’s bed, — 

He only held my burning head, 

And tended me for many a clay, 

While wounds and fever held their sway. 
But far more needful was his care, 

When sense return’d to wake despair ; 

For I did tear the closing wound. 

And dash me frantic on the ground, 

If e’er I heard the name of Clare, 


charged with colouring ; and yet the painter is so fatigued with 
his exertion, that he has finally thrown away the brush, and 
is contented with merely chalking out the intervening adven- 
tures of Be Wilton, without bestowing on them any colours at 

all .”— JtevietOt 

e MS.— » Where an old beadsman held my liead.” 

7 MS, The banish’d traitor’s | lowly^ } hed.’* 
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At iengtlij to calmer reason brought. 
Much by his kind attendance wrought^ 
With him I left my native strand, 
And, in a palmer’s weeds array’d, 

My hated name and form to shade, 

I journey’d many a land ; 

No more a lord of rank and birth, 

But mingled with the dregs of earth. 

Oft Austin for my reason fear’d, 

When I would sit, and deeply brood 
On dark revenge, and deeds of blood, 

Or wild mad schemes uprear’d. 

My friend at length fell sick, and said, 
God would remove him soon : 

And, while upon his dying bed. 

He begg’d of me a boon — 

If e’er my deadliest enemy 

Beneath my brand should conquer’d lie, 

Even then my mercy should awake. 

And spare his life for Austin’s sake. 

VII. 

“ Still restless as a second Cain, 

To Scotland next my route was ta’en, 
Full well the paths I knew. 

Fame of my fate made various sound, 
That death in pilgrimage 1 found, 

That I had perish’d of my wound, — 
None cared wdiich tale was true: 

And living eye could never guess 
De Wilton in his Palmer’s dress ; 

For now that sable slough is shed, 

And trimm’d my shaggy beard and head, 
I scarcely know me in the glass. 

A chance most wondrous did provide, 
That I should be that Baron’s guide — 

I will not name his name ! — 
Tengeance to God alone belongs ; 

But, when I think on all my wrongs, 

My blood is liquid flame ! 

And ne’er the time shall I forget, 

When, in a Scottish hostel set, 

Dark looks we did exchange : 

What were his thoughts I cannot tell ; 
But in my bosom muster’d Hell 
Its plans of dark revenge, 

VIII. 

“ A word of wilgar augui^', 

That broke from me, I scarce knew why, 
Brought on a village tale ; 

Which wrought upon his moody sprite, 
And sent him amed forth by night. 

I borrow’d steed and mail, 


■ MS.— But thought of Austin staid my hand, 
And in the sheath T plunged the brand ; 
I left him tlicre alone. — 

O good old man ! even from the grave, 

Thy spirit could Be Wilton save.” 


And weapons, from his sleeping band; 

And, passing from a postern door, 

We met, and ’counter’d hand to hand,-* 
He fell on Gifford moor. 

For the death-stroke my brand I drew, 

(0 then my helmed head he knew, 

The Palmer’s cowl was gone,) 

Then had three inches of my blade 
The heavy debt of vengeance paid,— 

My hand the thought of Austin staid 
I left him there alone.— 

0 good old naan ! even from the grave 
Thy spirit could thy master save : 

If I had slain my foeman, ne’er 
Had Whitby’s Abbess, in her fear, 

Given to my hand this packet dear, 

Of power to clear my injured fame, 

And vindicate De Wilton’s name. — 
Perchance you heard the Abbess tell 
Of the strange pageantry of Hell, 

That broke our secret speech— 

It rose from the infernal shade, 

Or featly was some juggle play’d, 

A tale of peace to teach. 

Appeal to Heaven I judged w*as best, 
When my name came among the rest. 

IX. 

Now here, within Tantallon Hold, 

To Douglas late my tale I told, 

To whom my house was known of old. 
Won by my proofs, his falchion bright 
This eve anew shall dub me knight. 

These were the arms that once did turn 
The tide of fight on Otterburne, 

And Harry Hotspur forced to yield, 

When the Dead Douglas won the field.® 
These Angus gave — his armourer’s care, 
Ere morn shall every breach repair ; 

For nought, he said, was in his halls, 

But ancient armour on the walls, 

And aged chargers in the stalls, 

And women, priests, and grey-hair’d men ; 
The rest were all in Twisel glen.® 

And now I watch my armour here, 

By law of arms, till midnight ’s near; 

Then, once again a belted knight. 

Seek Surrey’s camp with dawn of light. 

X. 

“ There soon again we meet, my Clare 1 
This Baron means to guide thee there : 
Douglas reveres his King’s command. 

Else would he take thee from his band. 


2 See the ballad of Otterhourne, in the Border Minstrelsy^ 
vol.i. p. 345. 

3 Where James encamped before taking post on Flodden. 
The MS. has— 

‘^‘Thc rest were all on Flodden plain.*' 



poetical pieces of great merit. He had not at this period at- 
tained the mitre, 
s See Appendix, Note 4 L. 

“ The following (five lines) are a sort of mongrel between 
the school of Stemhold and Hopkins, and the later one of Mr. 
WordSWOrth,”'~J JEFFREY. 


^ MS.—*' You might not by their sliine descry. 


® The well-known Gawain Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, son 
of Archibald Bell-the-Cat, Earl of Angus. He was author of 
a Scottish metrical vcrskn of the jEneid, and of many other 
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And there tliy kinsman, Surrey^ too. 

Will give De Wilton justice due. 

J(iow meeter far for martial broil. 

Firmer my limbs, and strung by toil, 

Once more” 0 Wilton i must we then 

Eisk new-found happiness again, 

Trust fate of arms once more ? 

And is there not an humble glen, 

Where we, content and poor, 

Might build a cottage in the shade, 

A shepherd thou, and I to aid 

Thy task on dale and moor! 

That reddening brow !-~too well I know, 

Not even thy Clare can peace bestow, 

While falsehood stains thy name : 

Go then to fight ! Clare bids thee go ! 

Clare can a warrior’s feelings know. 

And weep a warrior’s shame ; 

Can Red Earl Gilbert’s spirit feel, 

Buckle the spurs upon thy heel, 

And belt thee with thy brand of steel. 

And send tiliee forth to fame 1” 

XL 

That mght, upon the rocks and hay, 

The midnight moon-beam slumbering lay, 
And pour’d its silver light, and pure, 
Through loop-hole, and through embrarare, 
Upon Tantallon tower and hall; 

But chief where arched windows wide 
Illuminate the chapel’s pride, 

The sober glances fall. 

Much was there need; though seam’d with 
scars. 

Two veterans of the Douglas’ wars, 

Though two grey priests were there, 

And each a blazing torch held high, 

You could not by their blaze descry ^ 

The chapel’s carring fair. 

Amid that dim and smoky light. 

Chequering the silver moon-shine bright, 

A bishop by the altar stood, ^ 

A noble lord of Douglas blood, 

With mitre sheen, and roequet white. 

Yet show’d his meek and thoughtful eye 
But little pride of prelacy ; 

More pleased that, in a barbarous age, 

He gave rude Scotland Virgil’s page, 

Than that beneath his rule he held 
The bishopric of fair Dunkeld. 

Beside him ancient Angus stood, 

Doff’d his furr’d gown, and sable hood: 

O’er his huge form and visage pale, 

He wore a cap and shirt of mail ; 


And loan’d his large and wrinkk’sd hand 
Upon the huge and sweeping brand 
Which wont of yore, in battle fray, 

His foeman’s limbs to shred away, 

As wood-knife lops the sapling spray.® 

He seem’d as, from the tombs around 
Rising at judgment-day, 

Some giant Douglas may be found 
In all his old array ; 

So pale his face, so huge his limb, 

So old his arms, his look so grim. 

XII. 

Then at the altar Wilton kneels, 

And Clare the spurs hound on his heels ; 
And think what next he must have felt, 

At buckling of the falchion belt ! 

And judge how Clara changed her hue, 
While fastening to her lover’s side 
A friend, which, though in danger tried, 
He once had found untrue ! 

Then Douglas stnick him with liis blade ; 
Saint Michael and Saint Andrew aid, 

I dub thee knight. 

Arise, Sir Ralph, De Wilton’s heir I 
For King, for Church, for Lady fair, 

See that thou fight.”— ■* 

And Bishop Gawain, as he rose, 

Said—''* Wilton ! grieve not for thy woes, 
Disgrace, and trouble; 

For He, who honour best bestows, 

May give thee double.” — 

De Wilton sobb’d, for sob he must — 

** Where’er 1 meet a Douglas, trust 
That Douglas is my brother 1”— 

** NTay, nay,” old Angus said, ** not so ; 

To Surrey’s camp thou now must go, 

Thy wrongs no longer smother. 

I have tw'o sons in yonder field ; 

And, if thou meet’st them under shield. 
Upon them bravely — do thy worst ; 

And foul fall him that blenches first !” 

XIII. 

Not far advanced was morning day. 

When Marmion did his troop array 
To Surrey’s camp to ride ; 

He had safe conduct for his band, 

Beneath the royal seal and hand. 

And Douglas gave a guide : 

The ancient Earl, with stately grace, 
Would Clara on her palfrey place, 

And whisper’d in an under tone, 

“ Let the hawk stoop, Ms prey is flown.”— 
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The train from out the castle drew,* 

But Marmion stopp’d to Md adieu : — 

" Though something I might plain,” he said. 
Of cold respect to stranger guest, 

Sent hither by your King’s behest, 

While in Tantalion’s towers I staid ; 

Part we in J&iendship from your land, 

And, noble Eari, receive my hand.” — 

But Douglas round him drew his cloak, 

Folded his arms, and thus he spoke : — 

My manors, halls, and bowers, shall still 
Be open, at my Sovereign’s will, 

To each one whom he lists, howe’er 
Unmeet to he the owner’s peer.^ 

My castles are my King’s alone, 

From turret to foundation-stone — 

The hand of Douglas is his own ; 

And never shall in friendly grasp 
The hand of such as Marmion clasp.” — 

XIV., , , : , 

Bum’d Marmion’s swarthy cheek like fire, 

And shook his very frame for ire, 

And— Tliis to me !” lie said, — 

An ’twere not for thy hoary beard. 

Such hand as Marmion’s had not spared 
To cleave the Douglas’ head I 
And, first, I tell thee, haughty Peer, 

He, who does England’s message here. 
Although the meanest in her state, 

May well, proud Angus, be thy mate : 

And, Douglas, more I tell thee here, 

Even in thy pitch of pride. 

Here in thy hold, thy vassals near, 

(Nay, never look upon your lord. 

And lay your hands upon your sword,) 

I tell thee, thou’rt defied I 
And if thou said’st 1 am not peer 
To any lord in Scotland here, 

Lowland or Highland, far or near, 

Lord Angus, thou hast lied 1”—^ 

On the Earl’s cheek the flush of rage 
O’ercame the ashen hue of age : 

Fierce he broke forth, — And darest thou then 
To beard the lion in his den, 

The Douglas in his hall % 

And hopest thou hence unscathed to go^. — 

No, by Saint Bride of Botliwell, no ? 

Up drawbridge, grooms — ^what, W^arder, ho ! 

Let the portcullis fall.” — ^ 

Lord Marmion turn’d, — well was his need, 

And dash’d the I'owels in his steed, 

Like arrow through the archway sprung, 

The ponderous grate behind him rung ; 


To pass there was such scanty room. 

The bars, descending, razed his plume. 

XV. -. : ■ 

The steed along the drawbridge flies. 

Just as it trembled on the rise ; 

Nor lighter does the swallow skim 
Along the smooth lake’s level brim : 

And when Lord Marmion reach’d his hand, 
He halts, and turns with clenched hand. 
And shout of loud defiance pours, 

And shook his gauntlet at the towers. 

“ Horse I horse !” the Douglas cried, and 
chase!” 

But soon he rein’d his fury’s pace : 

A royal messenger he came, 

Though most unworthy of the name. — 

A letter forged ! Saint Jude to speed 1 
Did ever knight so foul a deed !^ 

At first in heart it liked me iU, 

When the King praised his clerkly skill. 
Thanks to Saint Bothan, son of mine,® 

Save Gawain, ne’er could pen a line • 

So swore I, and I swear it still, 

Let my boy-bishop fret his fill. — 

Saint Mary mend my fiery mood ! 

Old age ne’er cools the Douglas blood, 

I thought to slay him where he stood. 

’Tis pity of him too,” he cried : 

Bold can he speak, and fairly ride, 

I warrant him a warrior tried.” 

With this his mandate he recalls. 

And slowly seeks his castle halls. 

XVI. 

The day in Marmion’s journey wore ; 

Yet, ere his passion’s gust was o’er, 

They cross’d the heights of Stanrig-moor. 
His troop more closely there he scann’d, 
And miss’d the Palmer from the band.*— 
Palmer or not,” young Blount did say. 

He parted at the peep of day ; 

Good sooth, it was in strange array.”— 

In what array ?” said Marmion, quick. 
My Lord, I ill can spell the trick ; 

But all night long, with clink and bang, 
Close to my couch did hammers clang ; 

At dawm the frilling drawbridge rang, 

And from a loop-hole while I peep, 

Old Bell-the-Cat came from the Keep, 
Wrapp’d in a gown of sables fair, 

As fearful of the morning air ; 

Beneath, when that was blown aside, 

A rusty sliirt of mail I spied, 


1 MS.— “ The train the portal arch pasb’d through.” 
s MS.— “ Unmeet they be to harbour licre.” 

8 MS.— “ False Douglas, thou hast lied,’* 

< See Appendix, Note 4 M. 


6 See Appendix, Note 4 N. 

6 MS.— Thanks to Saint Bothan, son of mine 
Could never pen a written line. 

So swear I, and I swear it still. 

Let brother Gawain fret his filL*' 
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By Arcliiba]<l won iu bloody woi-k, 

Against the Saracen and Turk : 

Last night it hung not in the hall ; 

I thought some marvel would befall. 

And next I saw them saddled lead 
Old Cheviot forth, the EarTs best steed ; 

A matchless horse, though something old, 
Prompt in his paces, cool and hold, 

I heard the Sheriff Sholto say, 

The Earl did much the Master^ pray 
To use him on the hattle-day 5 

But he preferr’d” Nay, Henry, cease ! 

Thou sworn horse-courser, hold thy peace. — 
Eustace, thou hear’st a hrain — I pray. 

What did Blount see at break of dayl”— 

XVIL 

“ In brief, my lord, we both descried 
(For then I stood by Henry’s side) 

The Palmer mount, and outwards ride. 

Upon the Earl’s own favourite steed : 

All sheathed he was in armour bright, 

And much resembled that same kmght. 
Subdued by you in Cotswold fight: 

Lord Angus wish’d him speed.” — 

The instant that Pitz-Eustace spoke, 

A sudden light on Marmion broke j— 

Ah ! dastard fool, to reason lost I” 

He mutter’d ; ’Twas nor fay nor ghost 
1 met upon the moonlight wold, 

But living man of earthly mould. — 

O dotage blind and gross 1 
Had I but fought as wont, one thrust 
Had laid Be Wilton in the dust, 

My path no more to cross.— 

How stand we now ? — ^lie told his tale 
To Douglas; and with some avail ; 

’Twas therefore gloom’d his rugged brow.— 
Will Surrey dare to entertain, 

’Gainst Marmion, charge disproved and vain I 
Small risk of that, 1 trow. 

Yet Clare’s sharp questions must I shun; 
Must separate Constance from the Nun— 

0, what a tangled web w'e weave, 

When first w^e practise to deceive ! 

A Palmer too I — no wonder why 
I felt rebuked beneath his eye : 

I might have known there was hut one, 

Whose look could quell Lord Marmion.” 

XVIII. 

Stung with these thoughts, he urged to speed 
His troop, and reach’d, at eve, the Tweed, 
Where Lennel’s convent® closed their march ; 
(There now is left but one frail arch, 

Yet mourn thou not its cells ; 


1 His eldest son, the Master of Angus, 

3 See Appendix, Note 4 0. 

3 Prom this period to the conclusion of the poem, Mr. 
Scotfs genius, so long overclouded, hursts forth in full lustre. 


Our time a fair exchange hnw made ; 

Hard by, in hospitable sluide, 

A reverend pilgrim dwells, 

Well worth the whole Bernardino brooJ, 
That e’er wore sandal, frock, or hood.) 

Yet did Saint Bernard’s Abbot there 
Give Marmion entertainment fair, 

And lodging for his train and Clare.® 

Next mom the Baron climb’d the tower, 

To view afar the Scottish power, 

Encamp’d on Fiodden edge : 

The wliite pavilions made a show, 

Like remnants of the winter snow, 

Along the dusky ridge. 

Long Marmion look’d ; — at length his eye 
Unusual movement might descry 
Amid the shifting lines : 

The Scottish host drawn out appears, 

For, flashing on the hedge of spears 
The eastern sunbeam shines. 

Their front now deepening, now extending ; 
Their flank inclining, wheeling, bending. 
Now drawing back, and now descending, 
The skilful Marmion well could know, 

They watch’d the motions of some foe. 

Who traversed on the plain below. 

XIX. 

Even so it was. From Fiodden ridge 
The Scots beheld the English host . 
Leave Barmore-wood, their evening 
post, 

And heedful watch’d them as they cross’d 
The Till by Twisel Bridge.^ 

High sight it is, and haughty, while 
They dive into the deep defile ; 

Beneath the cavern’d cliff they fall. 
Beneath the castle’s airy wull. 

By rock, by oak, by hawthorn-tree, 

Troop after troop are disappearing ; 

Troop after troop their banners rearing. 
Upon the eastern bank you see. 

Still pouring down the rocky den. 

Where flows the sullen Till, 

And rising from the dim-wood glen, 
Standards on standards, men on men, 

In slow succession still. 

And, sweeping o’er the Gothic arch. 

And pressing on, in ceaseless mareli, 

To gain the opposing hill. 

That morn, to many a trumpet clang, 

Twisel ! thy rock’s deep echo rang ; 

And many a chief of birth and rank, 

Saint Helen ! at thy fountain drank. 

Thy hawthorn glade, which now we see 
In spring-tide bloom so lavishly. 


and even transcends itself. It is impossible to do him juatico 
by making extracts, when all is equally attractive.* —'Monthly 
Bevku}. 

* See Appendix, Note 4 P. 
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Had then from many an axe its doom, 

To give the marching columns room. 

XX. 

And why stands Scotland idly now, 

.Dark Fiodden ! on thy airy brow, 

Since England gains the pass the while, 

And struggles through the deep defile ? 

What checks the fiery soul of James I 
Why sits that champion of the dames 
Inactive on his steed, 

And sees, between Mm and his land. 

Between him and Tweed’s southern strand. 

His host Lord Surrey lead ? 

What ’vails the vain knight-errant’s brand 2 
— O, Douglas, for thy leading wand ! 

Fierce Randolph, for thy speed I 
O for one hour of Wallace wight. 

Or well-skiU’d Bruce, to rule the fight, 

And cry— “ Saint Andrew and our right !” 
Another sight had seen that morn, 

From Fate’s dark hook a leaf been tom, 

And Fiodden had been Bannockbourne!— 

The precious hour has pass’d in vain, 

And England’s host has gain’d the plain ; 
Wheeling their march, and circling still, 

Around the base of Fiodden MIL 

XXL 

Ere yet the hands met Marmion’s eye,^ 
Fitz-Eus^ce shouted loud and high, 

Hark ! hark ! my lord, an English drum ! 

And see ascending squadrons come 
Between Tweed’s river and the hill, 

Foot, horse, and cannon : — hap w’hat hap, 

My basnet to a prentice cap, 

Lord Surrey’s o’er the Till !— 

Yet more! yet more !— how far array’d 
They file from out the hawthorn shade. 

And sweep so gallant by I® 

With all their banners bravely spread. 

And all their armour fiasMng high, 

Saint George might walien from the dead, 

To see fair England’s standards fly.”— 

Stint in thy prate,” quoth Blount, thou’dst best. 
And listen to our lord’s behest.”—® 

"With kindling brow Lord Marmion said,— 

Tins instant be our hand array’d 5 
The river must he quickly cross’d, 

That we may Join Lord Surrey’s host. 

If fight King James,— as well I trust, 

That fight he will, and fight he must,— 


1 MS. — ” Ere first they met Lord Marmion’s eye.” 

2 MS.— “ And all go sweeping by.” 

3 '* The speeches of Squire Blount are a great deal too un- 
polished for a noble youth aspiring to knighthood. On two 
occasions, to specify no more, he addresses his brother squire 
In these cacocphoneus lines,— 

* .S7. Anton fire thee t wilt thou stand 
All day Tith bonnet in thy hand;’ 

And, 


The Lady Clare behind our lines 
Shall tarry, while the battle joins.” 

XXIL 

Himself he swift on horseback threw. 

Scarce to the Abbot bade adieu ; 

Par less would listen to his prayer. 

To leave heMnd the helpless Clare. 

Down to the Tweed his band he drew, 

And mutter’d as the flood they \iew, 

" The pheasant in the falcon’s claw, 

He scarce will yield to please a daw: 

Lord Angus may the Abbot awe, 

So Clare shall bide with me.” 

Then on that dangerous ford, and deep, 

Where to the Tweed Leat’s eddies creep,'* 

He ventured desperately: 

And not a moment will he bide, 

Till squire, or groom, before Mm ride ; 

Headmost of all he stems the tide, 

And stems it gallantly. 

Eustace held Clare upon her horse, 

Old Hubert led her rein, 

Stoutly they braved the current’s course, 

And, though far downw’ard driven per force, 

The southern bank they gain ; 

Behind them straggling, came to shore, 

As best they might, the train : 

Each o’er Ms head his yew-bow bore, 

A caution not in vain ; 

Deep need that day that every string, 

By wet unharm’d, should sharply ring. 

A moment then Lord Mannion staid, 

And breathed his steed, his men array’d, 

Then forw’ard moved his band. 

Until, Lord Surrey’s rear-guard won, 

He halted by a Cross of Stone, 

That, on a hillock standing lone. 

Did all the field command. 

XXIIL 

Hence might they see the full array 
Of either host, for deadly fray;® 

Their marshall’d lines stretch’d east and w’est,® 
And fronted north and south, 

And distant salutation pass’d 
From the loud cannon mouth; 

Not in the close successive rattle, 

That breathes the voice of modern battle. 

But slow and far between.— 

The hillock gain’d. Lord Marmion staid: 

Here, by tMs Cross,” he gently said, 

* Stint in p’afe,’ quoth Blount, * thmCdst hest, 

And listen to our lord's behest.’ 

Neither can we be brought to admire the simple dignity of 
Sir Hugh the Heron, who thus encourageth his nephew,— 
‘By my fay, 

Well hast thou spoke— say forth thy say.’ ’—Jeffrey. 

4 MS. — “ Where to the Tweed Leat’s tributes creep.” 
fi See Appendix, Note 4 Q. 

3 MS.— “ Their lines were form’d, stretch’d east and west.** 
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« Ton •well may ’vie'W the scene. 

Here shaitthou tarry, lovely Clare: 

O I think of Marmion in thy prayer I— 

Thon wilt not ? — well, — no less my care 
Shall, watchful, for thy weal prepare.— 

Yon, Blount and Eustace, are her guard, 
With ten pick’d archers of my train; 

With England if the day go hard. 

To Berwick speed amain. — 

But if we con(iuer, cruel maid, 

My spoils shall at your feet be laid, 

When here we meet again.” 

He waited not for answer there, 

And would not mark the maid’s despair,* 
Nor heed the discontented look 
Prom either squire ; but spurr’d amain, 
And, dashing through the battle plain, 

His way to Surrey took. 

XXIV. 

« The good Lord Marmion, hy my life ! 

Welcome to danger’s hour !’— ’ 

Short greeting serves in time of strife : — 
Thus have I ranged my power ; 

Myself will rule this central host, 

Stout Stanley fronts their right, 

My sons command the vaward post. 

With Brian Tunstall, stainless knight;® 
Lord Dacre, with his horsemen Ught, 

- Shall be in rear-ward of the %ht, 

And succour those that need it most. 

Now, gallant Marmion, well I know, 
Wotdd gladly to the vanguard go ; 
Edmund, the Admiral, Tunstall there, 
With thee their charge •will blithely share ; 
There fight thine own retainers too, 
Beneath De Burg, thy stew'ard true.”—® 
Thanks, noble Surrey I” Marmion said, 
Nor fiirther greeting there he paid ; 

But, parting like a thunderbolt. 

First in the vanguard made a halt. 

Where such a shout there rose 
Of Marmion ! Slamiion ! ” that the cry, 
Up Flodden mountain shrilling high, 
Startled the Scottish foes. 

XXV. 

Blount and Fitz-Eustaee rested still 
With Lady Glare upon the hill ! 

On w’hich, (for far the day was spent,) 

The western sunbeams now were bent. 

The crv’ they heard, its meaning knew, 
Could plain their distant comrades view: 


1 MS.—.** Not mark’d the lady’s deep despair. 

Nor heeded discontented look.” 

* See Appendi:c, Koto 4 11, 

3 MS.—.** Beacath thy seneschal, Fitz-Hugh.” 

* “ Of all the poetical battles -which have been fought, from 
the days of Homer to those of Mr. Southey, there is none, in 


Sadly to Blount did Eustace say, 

Unworthy office here to stay i 
No hope of gilded spurs to-day.— 

But see 1 look up — on Flodden bent 
The Scottish foe has fired Ms tent.*’ 

And sudden, as he spoke, 

From the sharp ridges of the hill,-* 

All downward to the banks of Till, 

Was wreathed in sable smoke. 

Volumed and fast, and rolling far, 

The cloud enveloped Scotland’s war, 

As down the hill they broke ; 

Nor martial shout, nor minstrel tone, 
Announced their march ; their tread alone, 
At times one warning trumpet blown. 

At times a stifted hum, 

Told England, from his mountain-throne 
King James did rushing come.— 

Scarce could they hear, or see their foes, 
Until at weapon-point they close.— ^ 

They close, in clouds of smoke and dust, 
With sword-sway, and •with lance’s thrust ; 

And such a yell was there, 

Of sudden and portentous birth, 

As if men fought upon the earth, 

And fiends in upper air ;® 

0 life and death were in the shout, 

Eecoil and rally, charge and rout, 

And triumph and despair. 

Long look’d the anxious squires ; their eye 
Could in the darkness nought descry. 

. . . XXYI, 

At length the. freshening western blast 
Aside the shroud of battle cast ; 

And, first, the ridge of mingled spears^ 
Above the brightening cloud appears ; 

And in the smoke the pennons flew, 

As in the storm the white sea-mew. 

Then mark’d they, dashing broad and 
The broken billows of the war, 

And plumed crests of chieftains brave, 
Floating like foam upon the wave ; 

But nought distinct they see : 

Wide raged the battle on the plain ; 

Spears shook, and falchions flash’d amain; 
Fell England’s aiTow-flight like rain ; 
Crests rose, and stoop’d, and rose again, 
Wild and disorderly. 

Amid the scene of tumult, high 
They saw Lord Marmion’s falcon fly; 

And stainless TunstalTs banner white, 

And Edmund Howard’s lion bright, 


our opinion, at all comparable, for interest and animation,— 
for bredth of dra-wing and magnificence of effect,— -with thia 
of Mr. Scott’s.”— JEFFREY. 

5 This couplet is not in the MS. 

6 The next three lines are not in the MS, 

7 MS.—** And first the broken rid.ge of spears.’* 
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Still bear them bravely in the %bt: 

Although against them come. 

Of gallant Gordons many a one. 

And many a stubborn Badenoch-man,^ 

And many a rugged Border clan. 

With Huntly, and with Home. 

:■ XXriL 

Far. on the left, unseen the while, 

Stanley broke Lennox and Argyle ; 

Though there the western mountaineer® 
Bush’d with bare bosom on the spear, 

And flung the feeble targe aside, 

And with both hands the broadsword plied. 

’T was vain But Fortune, on the right, 

With fickle smile, cheer’d Scotland’s fight. 
Then fell that spotless banner white,® 

The Howard’s lion fell ; 

Yet still Lord Marmion’s falcon flew 
With wavering flight, while fiercer grew 
Around the battle-yell. 

The Border slogan rent the sky I 
A Home ! a Gordon I was the cry ; 

Loud were the clanging blows ; 

Advanced, — forced back, — now low, now high, 
The pennon sunk and rose ; 

As bends the bark’s mast in the gale. 

When rent are rigging, shrouds, and sail, 

It waver’d ’mid the foes. 

Xo longer Blount the view could bear : 

By Heaven, and all its saints ! I swear 
I will not see it lost! 

Fitz-Eustaee, you with Lady Clare^ 

May bid your beads, and patter prayer,-— 

I gallop to the host.” 

And to the fray he rode amain, 

Follow’d by all the archer train. 

The fiery youth, with desperate charge, 

Made, for a space, an opening large,-— 

The rescued banner rose, — 

But darkly closed the war around. 

Like pine-tree, rooted from the ground,® 

It sunk among the foes. 

Then Eustace mounted too : — ^yet staid 
As loath to leave the helpless maid, 

When, fast as shaft can fly. 

Blood-shot Ins eyes, his nostrils spread, 

The loose rein dangling from his head, 

Housing and saddle bloody red, 

Lord Marmion’s steed rush’d by j 


2 In all fonner editions, Bighlandman. Badenocli is the 
ssorrection of the Author’s interleaved copy of the edition of 
isa). 

s MS.— Though there the dauntless mountaineer.” 

8 MS.— ^ Fell stainless Tunstall’s banner white, 

Sir Edmund’s lion fell.” 

■* MS.— “ Fitz-Enstace, you and Lady Clare 
May for its safety join in prayer.” . 

* MS,—''' Like pine iip-rooted from the ground.” 


And Eustace, maddening at the sight, 

A look and sign to Clara cast 
To mark he would return in haste,® 

Then plunged into the fight, 

SXYIIL 

Ask me not what the maiden feels, 

Left in that dreadful hour alone : 

Perchance her reason stoops, or reels; 
Perchance a courage, not her own, 

Braces her mind to desperate tone. — 

The scatter’d van of England wheels; — ^ 

She only said, as lond in air 

The tumult roar’d, " Is Wilton there?” — - 

They fly, or, madden’d by despair, 

Fight but to die,— Is Wilton there ?” 

With that, straight up the hill there rode 
Two horsemen drench’d with gore. 

And in their arms, a helpless load, 

A wounded knight they bore. 

His hand still strain’d the broken brand; 

His arms were smear’d with blood and sand : 
Dragg’d from among the horses’ feet, 

AVith dinted sliield, and helmet heat. 

The falcon-crest and plumage gone. 

Can that be haughty Marmion ! . . .® 

Young Blount his armour did unlace. 

And, gazing on his ghastly face, 

Said — By Saint George, he’s gone I 
That spear-w’ound has our master sped, 

And see the deep cut on his head ! 

Good-night to Marmion.” — 

Unnurtured Blount ! thy brawling cease : 

He opes his eyes,” said Eustace ; peace I” 

SXIX. 

When, doff’d his casque, he felt free air,® 

Around ’gan Marmion wildly stare 

‘‘ Where’s Harry Blount? Fitz-Eustace where? 

Linger ye here, ye hearts of hare I 

Eedeem my pennon,— charge again I 

Ciy— ‘ Marmion to the rescue I’ — Vain I 

Last of my race, on battle-plain 

That shout sliall ne’er be heard again ! — 

Y et my last thought is England’s— fly, 

To Dacre bear my signet-ring : 

Tell him Ms squadrons up to bring. — 
Fitz-Eustace, to Lord Surrey hie ; 

Tunstall lies dead upon the field, 

His life-blood stains the spotless shield: 


6 MS.— “ And cried lie would return in haste.” 

7 MS.— “ Bepulsed, the band-y . _ , , , . 

. {of England wheel*.” 
The scatter d wing f 

8 MS.— “ Can that he Lord Marmion!” 

9 MS.— “ And when he felt the fresher air.” 

10 MS.— “ Yet my last thought’s for England-— hie, 

To Dacre give my signet-ring. ... 
Fitz-Eustace, to Lord Sun’ey./?y.” 
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Ekimund ia down : — life is reft ; 

The Admiral alone is left. 

Let Stanley charge with spur of fire, — 

TTitfi Chester charge, and Lancashire,^ 

Full upon Scotland's central host,^ 

Or victory and England's lost. — 
tMust I bid twice ?--hence, varleta ! fly ! 

Leave Marmion here alone — to die.” 

They parted, and alone he lay ; 

Clare drew her from the sight away, 

Till pain wrung forth a lowly moan, 

And half he murmur’d,— Is there none, 

Of all my halls have nurst, 

Page, sq[uire, or groom, one cup to bring 
Of blessed water from the spring. 

To slahe my dying thirst I” 

XXX. 

0, Woman ! in our hours of ease. 

Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 

And variable as the shade 

By the light quivering aspen made ; 

When pain and anguish wring the brow, 

A ministering angel thou !— 

Scarce were the piteous accents said, 

When, with the Baron’s casque, the maid 
To the nigh streamlet ran ; 

Forgot were hatred, wrongs, and fears ; 

The plaintive voice alone she hears. 

Sees hut the dying man.® 

She stoop’d her by the runnel’s side,® 

But in abhorrence backward drew ; 

For, oozing from the mountain’s side, 

Where raged the war, a dark-red tide 
Was curdling in the streamlet blue* 

Where sliall she turn? — ^behold her mark 
A little fountain cell, 

Where water, clear as diamond-spark. 

In a stone basin fell. 

Above^ some half- worn letters say, 

©rtnl. iatEiih jiilgrtm. ifrtiiL sixtr. praj). 
jPhr. kmi. ^auL of. ^2)btL 
C£Jfj0. buOt autr. hicH. 

She fill’d the helm, and back she hied. 

And with surprise and joy e.spied 
A monk supporting Marmion’s head : 


1 MS.—'* Full on King James’ central host.” 
s “ The hero of the piece, Marmion, wlio has been guilty of 
seducing & nun, and ahandoniug her to be buried alive, of 
forgery to ruin a friend, and of perfidy in endeavouring to se- 
duce away from him the object of his tenderest affections, 
fights and die.s gloriously, and is indebted to the injured Clara 
for the last drop of water to cool his dying thirst. This last 
act of dirinterested attention extorts from the author the 
smoothest, sweetest, and tenderest lines in the whole poem. 
It is with pleasure that we extract numbers so harmonious 
trom the discords by which they are surrounded. 

Bmm* 

s MS.—** She stoop’d her by the runnel’s tide. 

But in abhorrence soon withdrew, 


A pioni=« man, whom duty brought 
To dubious verge of battle fought. 

To shrieve the dying, bless the dead. 

XXXL 

Deep drank Lord Marmion of the w^avc, 
And, as she stoop’d his brow to lave— 

« Is it the hand of Clare,” he said, 

« Or injured Constance, bathes my head?’' 
Then, as remembrance rose, — 

Spealt not to me of shrift or prayer ! 

I must redress her woes. 

Short space, few words, are mine to spare ; 
Forgive and listen, gentle Clare !” — > 

" Alas !” she said, the while,- — 

O, think of your immortal weal ! 

In vain for Constance is your zeal ; 

She died at Holy Isle.” — 

Lord Marmion started from the ground. 
As light as if he felt no wound ; 

Though in the action burst the tide, 

In torrents, from his wounded side. 

Then it was truth,” — he said — I knew 
That the dark presage must be true. — 

I would the Fiend, to whom belongs 
The vengeance due to all her wrongs, 
Would spare me but a day ! 

For wasting fire, and dying groan, ^ 

And priests slain on the altar stone, 

Might bribe bim for delay. 

It may not be 1 — this dizzy trance — 

Curse on yon base marauder’s lancc, 

And doubly cursed my failing brand ! 

A sinful heart makes feeble hand.” 

Then, fainting, down on earth he sunk, 
Supported by the trembling Monk. 

XXXII. 

With fruitless labour, Clara bound. 

And strove to stanch the gushing -wound : 
The Monk, with unavailing cares, 
Exhausted all the Church’s prayers. 

Ever, he said, that, close and near, 

A lady’s voice was in his ear, 

And that the priest he could not hear ;; 
For that she ever sung, 


For, oozing from the monntains wide 
Where raged the war, a dark-red tide 
Was curdling in the streamlet blue. 
Where shall she turn ? behold, she marks 
A little vaulted cell, 

Whose water, clear as diamond, sparks. 
In a rude basin fell. 

Above, some half worn letters say. 

Drink, passing pilgrim, drink, and pray.** 
4 MS.— “ Fire, sacrilege, and dying groan. 

And priests gorged on the altar stones 
Might bribe him for delay, 

^nd all hg whom the deed was d^ne, 
Should with myself become Ms oteth 
It may not he” 
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** Xn the lost battle, borne doum by the Jlytng, 
Where mingles war’s rattle with groans of {he 
dying 

So the notes rung ; — 

Avoid thee. Fiend !— with eruel hand, 
Shake not the dying sinner’s sand ! — 

O, look, my son, upon yon sign ^ 

Of the Redeemer’s grace divine ; 

O, think on faith arid bliss !~— 

By many a death-bed I have been. 

And many a sinner’s parting seen, 

B ut never aught like this.”— 

The war, that for a space did fail. 

Now trebly thundering swelFd the gale, 
And— Stanley ! was the cry ; 

A light on Marmion’s visage spread, 

And fired his glazing eye : ® 

With dying hand, above his head, 
lie shook the fragment of Ms blade, 

And shouted Victory !— 

Charge, Chester, charge I On, Stanley, on !” 
Were the last words of Marmion.® 

XXXIII. 

By this, though deep the evening fell, 

Still rose the battle’s deadly swell. 

For still the Scots, around their King, 
Unbroken, fought in desperate ring. 
Where’s now their \’ietor vaward w'ing, 
Where Huntly, and where Home? — 

0, for a blast of that dread horn, 

On Fontarabian echoes borne, 

That to King Charles did come, 

When Rowland brave, and Olivier, 

And every paladin and peer. 

On Roncesvalles died ! 

Such blast might warn them, not in vain, 

To quit the plunder of the slain, 

And turn the doubtful day again, 

WMIe yet on Floddemside, 

Afar, the Royal Standard flies, 

And round it toils, and bleeds, and dies, 

Our Caledonian pride 1 
In vain the wish — ^for far away, 

While spoil and havock mark their way, 


\ MS.—** 0 look, my son, upon this cross, 

O, think upon the grace divine, 

On saints and heavenly bliss ! — 

By many a sinner’s bed I’ve been. 

And many a dismal parting seen, 

Bat never aaght like this.” 

2 MS.— And sparkled in his eye.” 

5 The Lady of the Lake has nothing so good as the death of 
Marinion.— Mackintosh. 

4 MS.—** In vain the wish— for far they stray. 

And spoil and havoc mark’d their way. 

* 0, Lady,* cried the Monk, * away I’ ” 
ft ?,fS. — ** But still upon the darkening heath.” 

® MS.— “ Ever the stubborn spears made good 
Their dark impenetrable wood; 

Each Scot stepp’d wliCT'e his comrade stood, 


Near Sybil’s Cross the plunderers stray.— 

** O, Lady,” cried the Monk, away I”* 

And placed her on her steed, 

And led her to the chapel fair, 

Of 'rtlmouth upon Tweed. 

There all the night they spent in prayer. 

And at the dawn of morning, there 
She met her kinsman. Lord Fitz-OIare. 

XXXIV. 

But as they left the dark’ning heath,® 

More desperate grew’ the strife of death. 

The English shafts in volleys hail’d, 

In headlong charge their horse assail’d ; 

Front, flank, and rear, the squadrons sweep 
To break the Scottish circle deep, 

That fought around their King. 

But yet, though thick the shafts as snow, 
Though charging knights like whirlwinds go, 
Though bill-men ply the ghastly blow, 
Unbroken was the ring ; 

The stubborn spear-men still made good 
Their dark impenetrable wood, 

Each stepping where his comrade stood, 

The instant that he fell. 

No thought was there of dastard flight ; 

Link’d in the serried phalanx tight, 

Groom fought like noble, squire like knight, 

As fearlessly and well ; 

Till utter darkness closed her wing 
O’er their thin host and wounded King. 

Then skilful Surrey’s sage commands 
Led back from strife his shatter’d bands ; 

And from the charge they drew, 

As mountain-waves, from wasted lands, 

Sweep back to ocean blue. 

Then did their loss his foemen know ; 

Their King, their Lords, their mightiest low, 
They melted from the field as snow, 

When streams are swoln and south winds blow, 
Dissolves in silent dew. 

Tweed’s echoes heard the ceaseless plash. 

While many a broken hand. 

Disorder’d, through her currents dash. 

To gain the Scottish land ; 


The instant that he fell, 

Till the last ray of parting light, 

Then ceased perforce the dreadful fight. 

And sunk the battle’s yell. 

The skilful Surrey’s sage commands 
Drew from the strife his shatter’d bands. 

Their loss his foeman knew ; 

Their King, tlicir Lords, their mightiest low. 
They melted from the field as snow, 

When streams are swoln and south winds blow* 
Melts from the mountatu blue. 

By various march their scatter’d bands, 
Disorder’d, gain’d the Scottish lands.— 

Day dawns on Flodden’s dreary side. 

And show’d the scene of carnage wide ; 

There, Scotland, lay thy bravest pride!” 
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There erst was martial Marmion found, 

His feet upon a cou chant hound, 

His hands to heaven upraised ; 

And all around, on scutcheon rich, 

And tablet carved, and fretted niche, 

His arms and feats were blazed. 

And yet, though all was carved so fair, 

And priest for Marmion breathed the prayer, 
The last Lord Marmion lay not therei 
From Ettrick woods a peasant swain 
Follow’d Ms lord to Flodden pMn,— - 
One of those flowers, whom plaintive 
In Scotland mourns as wede away : 

Sore wounded, Sybil’s Cross he spied, 

And dragg’d him to its foot, and died, 

Close by the noble Marmion’s side. 

The spoilers stripp’d and gash’d the slain, 
i And thus their corpses were mista’en ; 

, And thus, in the proud Baron’s tomb, 
i The lowly woodsman took the room. 


To toTO and tower, to town and dale. 

To tell red Rodden’s dismal tale, 

And raise the universal wail A 
Tradition, legend, tune, and song, 

Shall many an age that wail prolong : * 

Still from the sire the son shall hear 
Of the stem strife, and carnage drear, 

Of Flodden’s fatal field, 

Where sliiver’d was fair Scotland's spear, 
And broken was her shield 1 


XXXY. 

Jday dawms upon the mountain’s side; — ® 
There, Scotland 1 lay thy bravest pride, 

Chiefs, knights, and nobles, many a one : 

The sad suiwivors all are gone. — 

Tiew not that corpse mistnistfully, 

Defaced and mangled though it be ; 

Nor to yon Border castle high, 

Look northward with upbraiding eye ; 

Xor cherish hope in vain, 

That, journeying far on foreign strand, 

The Royal Pilgrim to his land 
May yet return again. 

He saw the wTeck Ms rashness wTought ; 
Reckless of life, he desperate fought, 

And fell on Flodden plain : 

And well in death his trusty brand, 

Firm clench’d within his manly hand, 
the monarch slain.® 

But, 0 1 how changed since yon blithe night I- 
Gladly I turn me from the sight, 

Unto my tale again. 


XXXTII. 

Less easy task it w'ere, to show 
Lord Marmion’s nameless grave, and low,'^ 
They dug his grave e’en w’here ho lay,® 
But every mark is gone ; 

Time’s wasting hand has done away 
The simple Cross of Sybil Grey, 

And broke her font of stone : 

But yet from out the little hill 7 
Oozes the slender springlet still. 

Oft halts the stranger there. 

For thence may best his curious eye 
The memorable field descry ; 

And shepherd hoys repair 
To seek the water-flag and rush, 

And rest them by the hazel bush. 

And plait their garlands fair; 

Nor dream they sit upon the grave, 

That holds the bones of IMarmion brave. — 
YTien thou shalt find the little hill, 7 
With thy heart commune, and be still. 

If ever, in temptation strong, 

Tiiou left’st the right path for the wrong; 
If every devious step, thus trod, 

Still led thee farther from the road : 


XXXVL 

Short is my tale Fitz-Eustace’ care 
A pierced and mangled body bare 
To moated Lichfield's lofty pile ; 

And there, beneath the southern aisle, 

A tomb, with Gothic sculpture fair, 

Did long Lord Alamiion’s image bear, 

(Now vainly for its sight you look ; 

’Tw^ts levelPd vvijon fanatic Brook 
The fair cathedral stomM anti took; 

But, thanks to Heaven and good Saint Chad, 
A guerdon meet the spoiler had I)^ 


hitherto produced; and, with a few faults of diction, equal 
to any thing that has ercr been written upon similar subjects. 
From the moment the author gets in sight of Flodden field, 
indeed, to the end of the poem, there is no tame writing, and 
no intmention of ordinary passages. He does not once flag 
or grow tedious; and neither stops to describe dresses and 
ceremonies, nor to commemorate the harsh names of feudal 
baroM from the Border. There is a flight of five or six hun- 
dred lines, in short, in which he never stoops his wing, nor 
wavers in Ms course; but carries the reader forw’ard with a 
more rapid, snatained, and lofty movement, than any epic 
Iwird that w« oi» at present mmember.’'--J'i5FtT.i;y'. 


MARMION. . 


143 


Bread tliou to speak presumptuous doom 
On noble Mannion’s lowly tomb ; 

But say, He died a gallant kniglit. 

With sword in hand, for England’s right.” 

XXXVIII. 

I do not rhyme to that dull elf, 

Who cannot image to himself. 

That all through Flodden’s dismal night, 
Wilton was foremost in the fight ; 

That, when brave Surrey’s steed was slain, 
’Twas Wilton mounted liim again ; 

’Twas Wilton’s brand that deepest hcw’d,’^ 
Amid the spearmen’s stubborn wood : 
Unnamed by Hollinshed or Hall, 

He was the living soul of all : 

That, after fight, his faith made plain, 

He won his rank and lands again ; 

And charged his old paternal shield 
With bearings won on Flodden Field. 

Xor sing I to that simple maid, 

To whom it must in terms be said, 

That King and kinsmen did agree, 

To bless fair Clara’s constancy ; 

Who cannot, unless I relate, 

Paint to her mind the bridal’s state ; 

That Wolsey’s voice the blessing spoke. 
More, Sands, and Denny, pass’d the joke : 
That bluff King Hal the curtain drew”, 

And Catherine’s hand the stocking threw ; 


1 MS.—” He hardest press’d the Scottish ring ; 

’Twas thought that he struck down the King.” 

2 Used generally for taHe, or discourse. 

3 We have dwelt longer on the beauties and defects of 
this poem, than, we are afraid, will be agreeable either to the 
partial or the indifferent ; not only because we look upon it as 
a misapplication, in some degree, ofvery extraordinary talents, 
but because we cannot help considering it as the foundation 
of a new school, which may hereafter occasion no little an- 
noyance both to ns and to the public. Mr. Scott has hitherto 
filled the whole stage himself ; and the very splendour of his 
success has probably operated as yet rather to deter than to 
encourage the herd of rivals and imitators ; but if, by the help 
of the good parts of his poem, he succeeds in suborning the 
verdict of the public in favour of the bad parts also, and esta- 
blishes an indiscriminate taste for chivalrous legends and 
romances in irregular rhyme, lie may depend upon having as 
many copyists as Mrs. Radcliffe or Schiller, and upon becoming 
the founder of a new schism in the catholic poetical church, 
for which, in spite of all our exertions, there will probably be 
no cure, but in the extravagance of the last and lowest of its 
followers. It is for this reason that we conceive it to be our 
duty to make one strong effort to bring back the great apostle 
of the heresy to the Avholesome creed of his instructors, and to 
stop the insurrection before it becomes desperate and sense- 
less, by persuading the leader to return to his duty and alle- 
giance. We admire Mr. Scott’s genius as much as any of 
those who may be misled by its perversion ; and, like the 
curate and the barber in Don Quixote, lament the day when 
a gentleman of such endowments was corrupted by the 'wicked 
tales of knight-errantry and enchautraent.”— Jeffrey. 

We do not flatter ourselves that Mr. Scott will pay to our 
advice that attention which he has refused to his acute friend 
Mr, Erskine; but it is possible that his own good sense may in 
time iiersuade him not to abandon his loved fairy ground, (a 


And afterwards, for many a day. 

That it was held enough to say, 

In blessing to a wedded pair. 

Love they like Wilton and like Clare !” 


TO THE DEADER. 

Why then a final note prolong, 

Or lengthen out a closing song, 

Unless to bid the gentles speed, 

Who long have listed to my rede 
To Statesmen grave, if such may deign 
To read the Minstrel’s idle strain, 

Sound head, clean hand, and piercing wit, 
And patriotic heart — as Pitt ! 

A garland for the hero’s crest, 

And twined by her he loves the best ; 

To every lovely lady bright, 

What can I wish but faithful knight ? 

To every faithful lover too, 

What can I -wdsh hut lady true? 

And knowledge to the studious sage ; 

And pillow to the head of age. 

To thee, dear school-hoy, whom my lay 
Has cheated of thy hour of play, 

Light task, and merry holiday ! 

To all, to each, a fair good-night, 

And pleasing dreams, and slumbers light!® 


province over which we wish him a long and prosperous go- 
vernment,) hut to combine the charms of lawful poetry with 
those of wild and romantic fiction. As the first step to this 
desirable end, -we would beg him to reflect that his Gothic 
models will not bear him out in transferring the loo.se and 
shuffling ballad metre to a poem of considerable length, and 
of complicated interest like the present. It is a very easy thing 
to write five hundred ver'ses, stanspedeinunor but Mr. 
Scott needs not to be told, that five hundred verses written on 
one foot have a very poor chance for immortality .” — Monthly 
Beriew. 


** The story,” -writes Mr. Southey, is made of better mate- 
rials than the Lay, yet they are not so well flatted together. As 
a whole, it has not pleased me so much— in parts, it has 
pleased me more. There is nothing so finely conceived in 
your former poem as the death of Mannion : there is nothing 
finer in its conception any where. The introductory epistles 
I did not wish away, because, as poems, they ga'-e me great 
pleasure *, but I wished them at the end of the volume, or at 
the beginning, — any .where except where they were. My 
taste is perhaps peculiar in disliking all interruptions in nar- 
rative poetry. When the poet lots hi.s story sleep, and talks 
in his own person, it has to me the same sort of unpleasant 
effect that is produced at the end of an act. You are alive 
to know -vyhat follows, and lo— down comes the curtain, ajtid 
the fiddlers begin with their abominations. The general 
opinion, however, is with me, in this particular instance.”*- 
-Scow, voL iii. pp. 44, 

Thank you,” says Mr. Wordsworth, for Marmion. I 
think your end has been attained. That it is not the end 
which I should wish you to propose to yourself, you will he 
well aware, from what you know of my notions of composi- 
tion, both as to matter and manner. In the circle of my ao* 







weH liked as the Laj, though I have many ot the 
t is not so. Had the poem been tive are flat, 
„ :t could scarcely have satisfied serious atte; 
much of the monster, the moral perhaps the; 

p. 45. passages of 

s Mr. George Ellis, “ is, that both sidered, in i 
are equally good in their different ways: lary disserts 
whole, I had rather be the author of Marmion terfered wit 
.. . q£ excellence of ing the lea> 

What degree of bulk may were not, in 


qutttnt&uce, it 

haardthatin , ^ 

much better than the Lay, « 
the public, which has too ] 
monster, in its oompodtion. 

“ My own opinion,’ 
the pjodnetioDS 
yet upon the 

than of the Lay, because I think its species 
■«BcIi fflor® attainment. ■ V."—: ’ . . 

be essentially necessary to the corporeal part of an Epic poem, 
, „ -t ; but sure I am that the story of Marmion might 
fiiroished twelve books as easily as six-that the mas- 
of Constance would not have been less be- 


1 know not 

■tefe 

more minutely paintea-and that ' Six Epistles from Ettriok ForesV^to he puhlisMa in a 
De wi mfcltt haw been illlated with ijreat ease, and eren separate volume, similar to ttat of_ the Bd ads and Ljneal 
tn considerable advantage j-in short, that had it been your Pieces; and perhaps it might have been better that this first 
intention merely to exhibit a spirited romantic story, instead plan had been adhered But however^that may be 
S maJdne that story subservient to the delineation of the there any pages, among all he ever wrote, that one would be 
manners which prevailed at a certain period of our histoiy, more sorry be should not have written ? They are among the 
the number and variety of your characters would have suited most delicious portraitures that genius ever painted of itself, 
anvscale of painting. On the whole, lean sincerely assure -buoyant, virtuous, happy genius-exulting in its own ener- 
vott that had I seen Marmion without knowing the author, gies, yet possessed and mastered by a clear, calm, modest 
I should have ranked it with Theodore and Honoria,-that mind, and happy only in diffusing happiness around it. 
is to sav on the very top shelf of English peotry.”-J&i(/, vol. “ With what gratification those Epistles were read by the 

friends to whom they were addressed, it would be superfluous 
shall not, after so much of and about criticism, say any to show. He had, in fact, painted them almost as fully as him- 
thine more of Marmion in this place, than that I have always self ; and who might not have been proud to find a place in such 
considered it as, on the whole, the greatest of Scott’s poems, a gallery ? The tastes and habits of six of those men, in whoso 
There is a certain light, easy, virgin charm about the Lay, intercourse Scott found the greatest pleasure when his fame 
which we look for in vain throuJ;h the subsequent volumes of was approaching its meridian splendour, are thus preserved 
his verse; but the superior strength, and breadth, and bold- for posterity ; and when I reflect with what avidity we catch 
ness, both of conception and execution, in the Marmion, ap- at the least hint which seems to afford ns a glimpse of the in- 
pearto me indisputable. The great blot, the combination of tiinate circle of any great poet of former ages, I cannot but 
man with so many noble qualities in the character of believe that posterity would have held this record precious, 
the hero, was, as the poet says, severely commented on at the even had the individuals been in themselves far leas remark- 
time by’ the most ardent of his early friends, Leyden; but able than a Rose, an Ellis, a Heber, a Skene, a Marriott, and 
thoughheadmittedthe justice of that criticism, he chose ‘to an Erskiue.”- Lockhart, vcl. iii. p. 55. 
let the tree lie as it had fallen.’ He was algo sensible that 





now, alas! ’ said she, ‘ I have lost all ray labour; for I ordeined 
this Chappell for thy sake, and for Sir Gawaine : and once I 
had Sir Gawaine within it; and at that time he fonght with 
that knight which there lieth dead in yonder chappell, Sir 
Gilbert the bastard, and at that time hee smote off Sir Gilbert 
the bastard’s left hand. And so. Sir Launcelot, now I tell 
thee, that I have loved thee this seaven yeare; hut there may 
no woman have thy love hut Queene Gnenever ; but sithcn I 
may not rejoyiee thee to have thy body alive, I had kept no 
more joy in this world but to have had thy dead body ; and I 
would have balmed it and served, and so have kept it in my 
life dales, and daily I should have clipped thee, and kissed 
thee, in the despite of Queen Guenever.’'-'‘Yee say well, ’said 
Sir Launcelot ; ‘Jesus preserve me from your subtil! craft.’ 
And therewith he took his horse, and departed from her.” 


Js ivhm fhe Champion of the Lake 
Enters Mo^'gam's fated house. 

Or i% the Chapel Perilous, 

Dejpising spells and demons" force, 
Molds converse with the unburkd corse. 


'I’fiE romance of the Morte Arthur contains a sort of abridge- 
sment of the most celebrated adventures of the Round Table ; 
and, being written m comparatively modem language, gives 
the general reader an excellent idea of what romances of 
chivalry actually were. It has also the merit of being written 
in pure old English ; and many of the wild adventures which 
it contains are told with a simplicity bordering upon the sub- 
lime. Several of these are referred to in the text; and I 
would have illustrated them by more full extracts, hut as this 
curious work is about to be republished, I confine myself to 
the tale of the Chapcd Perilous, and of the quest of Sir Launce- 
lot after the Saiigreal. 

“ Right so Sir Launcelot departed, and when he came to 
the Chapell Perilous, he alighted downe, and tied his horse 
to a little gate. And as soon as he was within the church- 
yard, he saw, on the front of the chapell, many faire rich 
shields turned upside downe ; and many of the shields Sir 
Launcelot had scene knights have before ; with that he saw 
standby him thirtie great knights, more, by a yard, than any 
man that ever he had seene, and all tho.se gidnned and gnashed 
at Sir Launcelot ; and when he saw their countenance, hee 
dread them sore, and so put his shield afore him, and tooke 
his sword in liis hand, ready to doe battaile ; and they were 
all armed in black harneis, ready, with their shields and 
swords drawn. And when Sir Launcelot would have gone 
through them, they scattered on every side of him, and gave 
nim the way ; and therewith he wmxed all bold, and entered 
into the chapell, and then heo saw no light but a dimme 
lampe burning, and then was he ware of a corps covered 
with a cloath of silke ; then Sir Launcelot stooped downe, 
and cut a piece of that cloth away, and then it fared under 
lum as the earth had quaked a little, whereof lie was afeard, 
and then hee saw a faire sword lye by the dead knight, and 
that be gat in his hand, and hied Mm out of the chappell. 
As soon as he was in the chappeil-yerd, all the knights spoke 
to Mm with a grimly voice, and said, Knight, Sir Launcelot, 
lay that sword from thee, or else thou shalt die.’— ‘ Whether 
I live or die,’ said Sir Launcelot, ‘ with no great words get yee, 
it againe, therefore fight for it and yee list.’ Therewith he 
passed through them ; and, beyond the chappell-ycrd, there 
met him a faire damosell, and said, * Sir Launcelot, leave 
that sword behind thee, or thou wilt die for it.’ — ‘I ■will not 
leave it,’ said Sir Launcelot, ‘for no threats.’ — ‘No?’ said 
she ; ‘and ye did leave that sword. Queen Guenever should 
ye never see.’— ‘ Then were l a fool and I would leave this 
sword,’ said Sir Launcelot. ‘Now, gentle knight,’ said the 
damosell, " I require thee to kiss me once.*— ‘Nay,’ said Sir 
Launcelot, ‘that God forbid!’— ‘Well, sir,’ said she, ‘and 
thou haddest kissed me thy life dayes had been done, but 


A sinful man, and unconfess'd. 

He took the SangreaVs holy quest. 
And, slumbering, saw the vision high, 
He might not view with waking eye.—] 


One day, when Arthur was holding a high feast with hia 
Knights of the Round Table, the Sangreal, or vessel out of 
which the last passover -was eaten, (a precious relic, which 
had long remained concealed from human eyes, because of 
the sins of the land,) suddenly appeared to him and all his 
chivalry. The consequence of this vision was, that all the 
knights took on them a solemn vow to seek the Sangreal. 
But, alas! it could only be revealed to a knight at once ac- 
complished in earthly chivalry, and pure and guiltless of evil 
conversation. All Sir Launcelot’s noble accomplishments 
were therefore rendered vain by Ms guilty intrigue with Queen 
Guenever, or Ganore ; and in his holy quest he encountered 
only such disgraceful disasters as that which follows ; — > 

“But Sir Launcelot rode overthwart and endlong in a wild 
forest, and held no path but as wild adventure led him ; and 
at the last, he came unto a stone crosse, which departed two 
wayes, in ■wast land; and, by the crosse, was a stone that was 
of marble ; but it was so dark, that Sir Launcelot might not 
well know what it was. Then Sir Launcelot looked by him, 
and saw an old chappell, and there he wend to have found 
people. And so Sir Launcelot tied Ms horse to a tree, and 
there he put off his shield, and hung it upon a tree, and then 
hee went unto the chappell doore, and found it wasted and 
broken. And within he found a faire altar, full richly ar- 
rayed with cloth of silk, and there stood a faire candlestick, 
which beare six great candles, and the candlesticke -was of 
silver. And when Sir Launcelot saw this light, hee had a 
great will for to enter into the chappell, but he could find no 
place where hee might enter. Then was he passing heavio 
and ^maied. Then he returned, and came againe to his 
horse, and tooke off his saddle and his bridle, and let him 
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A Ms helme, and nngirded his sword, and contained in an “ Essay on Satire,” addressed to the Earl of 

|K»rtiire,ananmat Dorset, and prefixed to the Translation of Juvenal. After 

laidhmdo^e w ^ mentioning a plan of supplying machinery from the guardian 

« And so nee , palfreys, both faire and angels of kingdoms, mentioned in the Book of Daniel, ho 

'^rr^Lwluchheare a litter, therein lying a sicke knight, adds,- 

white, tne wm j ^ T^nefiy as I could, given your 

And When ne lordship, and by you the world, a rude draught of what I have 

A T hrd him sav ‘ 0 sweete Lord, y?hcn shall tins sor- been long labouring in my imagination, and what I had in- 
and hee practice ; (though far unable for the at- 

T ihraMsli I shall be blessed, for I have endured thus tempt of such a poem ;) and to have left the stage, to which 
r little tresnasse And thus a great while complained my genius never much inclined me, for a work which would 
• hh and allwaies Sir Launcelot heard ii With that have taken up my life in the performance of it. This, too, I 
T T Zeelot saw the candlesticke, with the fire tapers, had intended chiefly for the honour of my native country, to 
Wore the crosse ; but he could see nobody that brought which a poet is particularly obliged. Of two subjects, both 
Also there came a table of silver, and the holy vessell of relating to it, I was doubtful whether I should choose that of 
tb Sancereall the which Sir Launcelot had seen before that King Arthur conquering the Saxons, which, being farther dis- 
rmein ^n« Petchour’s house. And therewithal! the sicke tant in time, gives the greater scope to my invention ; or that 
Seht set Mm upright, and held up bothhishands, and said, of Edward the Black Prince, in subduing Spain, and restor- 
' F^e sweete Lord which is here within the holy vessell, ing it to the lawful prince, though a great tyrant, Don Pedro 
take heede to mee, that I may bee hole of this great malady!’ the Cruel ; which, for the compass of lime, including only the 
And therewith upon bis hands, and upon his knees, he went expedition of one year, for the greatness of the action, and its 
so nigh that he touched the holy vessell, and kissed it ; And answerable event, for the magnanimity of the English hero, 
anon he was hole, and then he said, * Lord God, I thank thee, opposed to the ingratitude of the person whom he restored, 
for I am healed of this malady.’ Soo when the holy vessell and for the many beautiful episodes which I had inlcrw^oveu 
bad been the’re a 'great while, it went into the chappelle with the principal design, together with the eharaetors of tho 
againe with the candlesticke and the light, so that Sir Laun- chiefest English persons, (wherein, after Virgil and Spenser, 
Slot wist not where it became, for ho was overtaken with I would have taken occasion to represent my living hiemls 
Bimie, that hee had no power to arise against the holy vessoll, and patrons of the noblest families, and also shadowed tha 
wherrfore afterward many men said of him shame. But he events of future ages in the succession of our imperial lino.) 
tooke repentance afterward. Then the sicke knight dressed -with these helps, and those of the machines which I liave 
Mm upright, and Mssed the crosse. Then anon his squire mentioned, I might perhaps have done as well as some of my 
brought Mm his armes, and asked his lord how he did. *Cer- predecessors, or at least chalked out a way for others toumend 
toly,» said hee, ‘I thanke God right heartily, for through my errors in a like desigti ; but being encouraged only with 
the holy vessell I am healed : But I have right great mcr- fair words by King Charles IL, my little salary ill paid, and 
vaile of this sleeping knight, which hath had neither grace no prospect of a future subsistence, I was then discoumged in 
nor power to awake during the time that this holy vessell the beginning of my attempt ; and now ago has overtaken me, 
hath heene here present.’—* I dare it right well say,” said the and want, a more insufferable e\U, through the cUaiige .tb«> 
squire, * that this same knight is defouled with some manner times, has wholly disabled me.” 


TJ/cir fJicme ihe merr?/ minstrds made. 
OfAscajpari, and Bcvishold.-^V, 00. 


And so he departed sore weeping, and cursed the time that “ geaunt was mighty and strong, 

be was borne ; for then he deemed never to have had more thirty foot was long, 

worship ; for the words went unto his heart, till that he knew bristled like a sow ; 

wherefore that hee was so called.” A foot he had between each brow ; 

His lips were great, and hung aside *, 

His cyen were hollow, his mouth was wide ; 

Lothly he was to look on than, 

And liker a devil than a man. 

His staff was a young oak. 

Note C. Hard and heavy was his stroke.” 

Specimens 0 / Metrical Mmancm, vol ii. p. 1.35. 

And JOryden, in immortal strain. 

Sad raised Vie TaMe Round avain.-^P, 70 . I am happy to say, that the memory of Sir Bevis is still fra- 

grant in his town of Southampton ; the gate of which is senli- 
Dryden’s melancholy account of his projected Epic Poem, nolled by the effi^es of tlmt doughty knight-errant and hi* 
blasted by the selfish and sordid parsimony of his patrons, is gigantic associate. 
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Note E. 

set on Norham*s castled steep. 

And Tweeifs /air river, broad and deep, P. 80. 

The ruinous castle of Norliam {anciently called ’Ubhanford.) 
Sa situated on the southern bank of the Tweed, about six miles 
ab<we Berwick, and where that river is still the boundary be- 
tween. England and Scotland. The extent of its ruins, as well 
as Its mstorical importance, shows it to have been a place of 
magnificence, as well as strength. Edward I. resided there 
when he was created umpire of the dispute concerning the 
Scottish succession. It was repeatedly taken and retaken 
during the wars between England and Scotland ; and, indeed, 
scarce any happened, in which it had not a principal share. 
Norham Castle is situated on a steep hank, which overhangs 
the river. The repeated sieges which the castle had sustained, 
rendered frequent repairs necessary. In 1184, it was almost 
rebuilt by Hugh Pudsey, Bishop of Durham, who added a huge 
keep, or donjon ; notwithstanding which, King Henry 11., in 
1174 , took the castle from the bishop, and committed the keep- 
ing of it to William de Neville, After this period it seems to 
have been chiefly garrisoned by the King, and considered as 
a royal fortress. The Greys of Chillingham Castle were fre- 
quently the castellans, or captains of the garrison : Yet, as the 
castle was situated in the patrimony of St. Cuthbert, the pro- 
perty was in the see of Durham till the Reformation. After 
that period, it passed through various hands. At the union 
of the cro wns, it was in the possession of Sir Robert Carey, 
(afterwards Earl of Monmouth) for his own life, and that of two 
of his sons. After King James’s accession, Carey sold Norliam 
Castle to George Horae, Earl of Dunbar, for £6iM). See his 
curious Memoirs, published by Mr. Constable of Edinburgh. 

According to Mr. Pinkerton, there is, in tlje British Mu- 
seum, Cal. B. 6. 21(5, a curious memoir of the Dacres on the 
state of Norham Castle in 1522, not long after the battle of 
Flodden. The inner ward, or keep, is represented as impreg- 
nable The provisions are three great vats of salt eels, for- 
ty-four kine, three hogsheads of salted salmon, forty quarters 
of grain, besides many cows and four hundred sheep, lying un- 
der the castle- wall nightly ; but a number of the arrows want- 
ed feathers, and a good Fletcher e. maker of arrows] was 
s:eq}xiTedL."*~^JSistory of Scotland, vol. ii.p. 201, note. 

The ruins of the castle are at present considerable, as well 
as picturesque. They consist of a large shattered tower, with 
many vaults, and fragments of other edifices, enclosed within 
an outward wail of great circuit. 


Note F. 

The battled towers, the donjon keep.—F. 80. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to remind ray readers, that the 
donjon, in its proper signification, means the strongest part of 
a feudal castle ; a high square tower, with walls of tremen- 
dous thickness, situated in the centre of the other fiuildings, 
from which, however, it was usually detached. Here, in case 
of the out ward defences being gained, the garrison retreated 
to make their last stand. The donjon contained the great 
hall, and principal rooms of state for solemn occasions, and 
also the prison of the fortress; from which last circumstance 
we derive the modern and restricted use of the word dunpeow. 
Ducange (wee Dun Jo) conjectures plausibly, that the name 
is derived from these keeps being usually built upon a hill, 
which in Celtic is called Dun. Borlase supposes the word 
came from the darkness of the apartments in these towers, 
which were thence figuratively called Dungeons ; thus deriv- 
ing the ancient word from the modern application of it. 


2 Armour. 


NotbG. 

0eU was fte arm*dfr<m head to heel. 

In mail and plate qf Milan stect.—F. 81. 

The artists of Milan were famous in the middle ages for 
their skill in armoury, as appears from the following passage, 
in which Froissart gives an account of the preparations made 
by Henry, Earl of Hereford, afterwards Henry IV., and 
Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marischal, for their proposed 
combat in the lists at Coventry These two lords made 
ample provision of all things necessary for the combat ; and 
the Earl of Derby sent oflt' messengers to Lombardy, to have 
armour from Sir Galeas, Duke of Milan. The Duke complied 
with joy, and gave the knight, called Sir Francis, who had 
brought the message, the choice of all his armour for the Earl 
of Derby. When he had selected what he wished for in plated 
and mail armour, the Lord of Milan, out of his abundant lovo 
for the Earl, ordered four of the best armourers in Milan to 
accompany the knight to England, that the Earl of Derby 
might be more completely armed.”— Johnes’ Froissart, vol. 
iv. p. 597 . 


Note H. 

IFho checks at me, to death is dipht.—F. 81. 

The crest and motto of Marmion arc bon-owed from the fol- 
lowing story -Sir David de Lindsay, first Earl of Cranford, 
was, among other gentlemen of quality, attended, during a 
visit to London, in 1390, by Sir William Dalzell, who was, ac- 
cording to my authority, Bower, not only excelling in wisdom, 
but also of a lively wit. Chancing to be at the court, he there 
saw Sir Piers Courtenay, an English knight, famous for skill 
in tilting, and for the beauty of his person, parading the pa- 
lace, arrayed in a new mantle, bearing for device an embroi- 
dered falcon, with this rhvme,— 

I bear a falcon, fairest of flight, 

Whoso pinches at her, his death is diglit ^ 

In graith.”2 

The Scottish knight, being a wag, appeared next day in a 
dress exactly similar to that of Courtenay, but bearing a mag- 
pie instead of the falcon, with a motto ingeniously contri- 
ved to rhyme to the vaunting inscription of Sir Piers 

I bear a pie picking at a piece, 

Whoso picks at her, I shall pick at his nese,3 
In faith.’* 

This affront could only be expiated by a just with sharp 
lances. In the course, Dalzell left his lielmct unlaced, so 
that it gave way at the touch of his antagonist's lance, and he 
thus avoided the shock of the encounter. This happened 
twice in the third encounter, the handsome Courtenay lost 
two of his front teeth. As the Englishman complained bit- 
terly of Dalzell’s fraud in not fastening his helmet, the Scot- 
tishman agreed to run six courses more, each champion stalc- 
ing in the hand of the King two hundred pounds, to he for- 
feited, if, on entering the lists, any unequal advantage should 
he detected. This being agreed to, the wily Scot demanded 
that Sir Piers, in addition to the loss of his teeth, should con- 
sent to the extinction of one of his eyes, he himself having lost 
an eye in the fight of Otterbnm. As Courtenay demurred to 
this equalization of optical powers, Dalzell demanded the for- 
feit ; which, after much altercation, the King appointed to bo 


3 NOflS. 


i Prepared. 
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paid to him, saving, be gnrpassed the English both in wit and 
Tadour. This mast appear to the reader a singular specimen 
of the hamoiirof that time. I suspect the Jockey Club would 
hsTe given a different decision from Henry IV* 


Note I. 

Thsy haird lord Marmion / 

Theyhairdhim I^rd^lfFcnUmpe, 

Cf Lutteward, and Smvelba'^et 
CtfTamworffi imer and foion.-P. 82. 

Lord Marmion, the principal character of the present ro- 
mance, is entirely a fictitious personage. In earlier times, 
indeed, the family of Marmion, Lords of Fontenay, in Nor- 
mandy, was highly distinguished. Robert de Marmion, Lord 
of Fontenay, a distinguished follower of the Conqueror, ob- 
tained a grant of the castle and town of Tamworth, and also 
of the manor of Scrivelby, in Lincolnshire. One, or both, of 
these noble possessions, was held by the honourable service of 
being the royal champion, as the ancestors of Marmion had 
formerly been to the Dukes of Normandy. But after the 
castle and demesne of Tamworth had passed through four 
SQCce^ive barons from Robert, the family became extinct in 
the person of Philip de Marmion, who died in 20th Edward 1. 
without issue male. He was succeeded in his castle of Tam- 
worth by Alexander de Freville, who married Mazera, his 
f^and-daughter. Baldwin de Freville, Alexander’s descen- 
dant, in. the reign of Richard I., by the supposed tenure of 
his castle of Tamworth, claimed the office of royal champion, 
and to do the service appertaining ; namely, on the day of 
coronation, to ride, completely armed, upon a barbed horse, 
into Westminster Hall, and there to challenge the com- 
bat a^^ainst any who would gainsay the King’s title. But 
this was adjudged to Sir John Dymoke, to whom the 
manor of Scrirelby had descended by another of the co-heir- 
esses of Robert de Marmion ; and it remains in that family, 
whose representative is Hereditary Champion of England at 
the present day. The family and possessions of Freville have 
merged in the Earls of Ferrars. I have not, therefore, created 
a new family, but only revived the titles of an old one in an 
imaginary personage. 

It was one of the Marmion family, who, in the reign of 
Edward II., performed that chivalrous feat before the very 
castle of Norham, which Bishop Percy has woven into his 
beautiful ballad, “ The Hermit of Warkworth.”— The story 
is thus told by Leland 

The Scottes cam yn to the marches of England, and de- 
stroyed the castles of Werk and Herbotel, and overran much 
of Northumberland marches. 

At this tyme, Thomas Gray and his friendes defended 
Norham from the Scottes. 

“ It were a wonderful proeesse to declare, what mischefes 
cam by hungre and asseges by the space of xi yeres in Nor- 
thumberland ; for the Scottes became so proude, after they 
had got Berwick, that they nothing esteemed the English- 
men. 

** A bout this tyme there was a greate feste made yn Lincoln- 
shir, to which came many gentlemen and ladies ; and amonge 
them oae lady brought aheauime for a man of were, with a 
very riche creste of gold, to William Marmion, knight, with a 
letter of eommandement of her lady, that he should go into 
■* the daungerest place in England, and ther to let the heaulme 
be scene and known as famous. So he went to Norham ; 
whither, within 4 days of camming, cam Philip Moubray, 
g«aidian of Berwicke,,haying yn his bande 40 men of armes, 
tlte very ftoay of j-jjg Scottish marches. 


“ Thomas Gray, capitayne of Norham, seynge this, brought 
hisgarison afore'the barriers of the castel, behind whom cam 
William, richly arrayed, as al glittering in gold, and wearing 
the heaulme, his lady’s present. 

« Then said Thomas Gray to Marmion, ‘ Sir Knight, ye bo 
cum hither to fame your helmet : mount up on yowr horse, 
and ride lyke a valiant man to yowr foes even here at liand, 
and I forsake God if I rescue not thy body deado or alyve, or 
I myself wyl dye for it.’ 

Whereupon he toke his curaere, and rode among the 
throng of ennemyes; the which layed sore stripes on him, 
and pulled him at the last out of his sadel to the grounde. 

“ Then Thomas Gray, with al the hole garason, lette prick 
yn among the Scottes and so wondid them and their horses, 
that they were overthrowan; and Marmion, sore beten, was 
horsid agayn, and, with Gray, persewed the Scottes yn chase. 
There were taken 50 horse of price; and the women of Nor- 
ham brought them to the footc men to follow the chase.” 


Note iC. 

Largesse, largesse,—’'}?. 82. 

This was the cry with wdiich heralds and i>urHiuvanfs were 
wont to acknowledge the bounty received from the knightw. 
Stewart of Lorn distinguishes a ballad, in which he satirizes 
the narrowness of James V. and his courtiers, by the ironical 
burden— 

** Lerges, Urges, Urges, Mij, 

Lerges of this neiv-gar dag. 

First lerges of the King, my chief, 

Quhilk come als quiet as a tlieif, 

And in ray hand slid schi Hingis tway, t 
To put his lergnes to the prief, - 
For lerges of this new-yeir clay.” 

The heralds, like the minstrels, were a race allowed to have 
great claims upon the liberality of the knights, of whose feats 
they kept a record, and proclaimed them aloud, as in the 
text, upon suitable occasions. 

At Berwick, Norham, and other Border fortresses of im- 
portance, pursuivants usually resided, whose inviolable cha- 
racter rendered them the only persons that could, with per- 
fect assurance of safety, be sent on necessary embassies into 
Scotland. This is alluded to in stanza xxi. p. 84. 


Note L. 

sir Hugh the Heron hold, 
fiaron of Twisell, and <f Ford, 

And Caplam of the Hold.—?. 02. 

Were accuracy of any consequence in a fictitious narrative, 
this castellan’s name ought to have been William ; for Wil- 
liam Heron of Ford was husband to the famous Lady Ford, 
whose siren charms are said to have cost our James IV. so 
dear. Moreover, the said William Heron was, at the time 
supposed, a prisoner in Scotland, being surrendered by Henry 
VIll., on account of his share in the slaughter of Sir Robert 
Ker of Ceasford. His wife, represented in the text as resid- 
ing at the Court of Scotland, was, in fact, living in her own 
Castle at Ford.— -See Sir Richard Heron’s curious Gcnmlogg 
gf the Heron Family, 


1 Two. 


fi Proof. 
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■Note M..' ■ ■ 

The whiles a Northern hmyer rude 
Chanted a rhyme of deadly feud,-— 

“ Row the fierce Thirwalls, and Ridleys all,” 4^c\—F. 82. 

This old Nortlrambrian ballad was taten down from the 
recitation of a woman eighty years of age, mother of one of 
the miners of Alston-moor, by an agent for the lead mines 
there, who communicated it to my friend and correspondent, 
K. Surtees, Esquire, of Mainsfortli. She had not, she said, 
heard it for many years ; but, when she was a girl, it used to 
be sung at the merry-makings till the roof rung again.” 
To preserve this curious, though rude rhyme, it is here in- 
serted. The Indicrous turn given to the slaughter, marks 
that wild and disorderly state of society, in which a murder 
was not merely a casual circumstance, but, in some cases, an 
exceedingly good jest. The structure of the ballad resembles 
the “ l?ray of Suport,” ^ having the same irregular stanzas and 
wild chorus. 

I. ' 

Hoot iiwa*, lads, hoot awa’, 

Ha’ ye heard how tlie Ridleys, and Thirwalls, and a 
Ha’ setupon Albany^ Featherstonbaugli, 

And taken his life at the Deadmansliaugh ? 

There was Willimoteswick, 

And Hardriding Dick, 

And Hughie of Hawden, and Will of the Wa’, 

I can no’ tell a’, I canno’ tell a’, 

And inony a mair that the deil may knaw. 

II. 

The auld man went do wn, but Nicol, his son, 

Ran away afore the fight was begun ; 

And he run, and he run, 

And afore they w’cre done, 

There was many a Featherston gat sic a stun. 

As never was seen since the world begun. 

HI. 

I canno’ tell a’ I canno’ tell a’ ; 
b’ome gat a skelp, ^ and some gat a claw; 

But they gard the Featherstons baud their jaw,— 

Nicol, and Alick, and a*. 

Some gat a hurt, and some gat nane ; 

Some had harness, and some gat sta’en.s 

■ IV. ■ ' , , 

Ane gat a twist o’ the craig ; ® 

Ane gat a bunch 7 o* the warne ; 8 
Symy Haw gat lamed of a leg, 

And syne ran wallowing f harne- 

V. , 

Hoot, Root, tne old man’s slain outright! 

Lay him 210 w wi’ his face down:^ — ^he’s i^sorrowfal sight. 


Janet, thou donot, J 8 
ni lay my best bonnet. 

Thou gets a new gude-man afore it be night. 

- VI 
Hoo away, lads, hoo away, 

We’s a’ be hangid if we stay. 

Tafc up the dead man, and lay him aliint the biggin. 
Here’s the Bailey o* Haltwhistle, 

Wi’ his great bull's pizzle. 

That sup’d up the broo’,— and syne in the piggin.^* 

In explanation of this ancient ditty, Mr. Surtees has fur- 
nished me with the following local memorandum Willi- 
moteswick, the chief seat of the ancient family of Ridley, is 
situated two miles above the confluence of the Allon and 
Tyne, It was a house of strength, as appears from one ob- 
long tower, still in tolerable preservation. ' 3 It has been long 
in possession of the Blacket family. Hardriding Dick is not 
an epithet referring to horsemanship, but means Richard 
Ridley of Hardriding^'^,the seat of another family of that name, 
which, in the time of Charles I,, was sold on account of ex- 
penses incurred by the loyalty of the proprietor, the imme- 
diate ancestor of Sir Matthew Ridley. W ill of the Wa’ seems 
to be William Ridley of Walltown, so called from its situa- 
tion on the great Roman wall. Thirlwall Castle, whence 
the clan of Thirlwalls derived their name, is situated on the 
small river of Tippel, near the western boundary of Northum- 
berland. It is near the wall, and takes its name from the 
rampart having been thirled, i. e. pierced, or breached, in its 
vicinity. Featherston Castle lies south of the Tyne, towards 
Alston-moor. Albany Featherstonhaugh, the chief of that 
ancient family, made a figure in the reign of Edward VL A 
feud did certainly exist between the Ridleys and Feather- 
stons, productive of such consequences as the ballad narrates. 
24 Oct. 22do Rennet 8wi. Inqidsitio capt. apud Hautwhistle, 
sup visum corpus AUxandri Featherston, Gen. apud Grcnsil- 
haughfelonice interfecti, 22 Oct. per Nicolaum Ridley de Un- 
ihanke, Gen. Rugon Ridle, Nicolaum Ridle, et alios ejusdem 
nominis. Nor were the Featherstons without their revenge ; 
for 36to Henrici 8vi, we hayct—Utlagatio Nicolai Fetkerston, 
ac Thame Nyxson, ^e. 4'C. pro homicklio Will. Ridle de 3Io~ 
rale. 


. Note N. 

James hack'd the came of that mock prince, 

Warheck, that Fleanish counterfeit, 

Who on the gilibci paid the Cheat. 

Then did X march with. Surrey's power. 

What Unw werazed old Ayton lower.— F. 83. 

The story of Perkin Warbeck, or Richard, Duke of York, 
is well known. In 1496, he was received honourably i« b'eot- 


m 


1 See Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, vol. ii. p. 124, 

- Pronounced Awhony. 

3 Skelp signifies slap, or rather is the same word which was 
originally spelled schlap. 

4 Mold their Jaw, a vulgar expression still in use. 

s Got stolen, or, were plundered ; a very likely termination 
of the fray. 

6 Neck. 7 Punch. 8 Belly. 9 Bellowing. 

Silly skit. The border bard calls her so, because she was 
weeping for her slain husband ; a loss which he seems to think 
might be soon repaired. 


1 ^ The BailiflT of Haltwhistle seems to have arrived when the 
fray was over. This supporter of social order is treated witii 
characteristic irreverence by the moss-trooping poet. 

An iron pot with two ears. 

13 Willimoteswick was, in prior editions, confounded with 
Ridley Hall, situated two miles lower, on the same side of 
the Tyne, the hereditary seat of William C. Lowes, Esq. 

14 Ridley, the bishop and martyr, was, according to some 
authorities, bom at Hardriding, where a chair was preserved, 
called the Bishop’s Chair. Others, and particularly his bio- 
grapher and namesake Dr. Glocester Ridley, assign the ho- 
nour of the martyr’s birth to Willimoteswick. 
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Iftud ; and James IV., after coaferring upon Wm m marriage 
ills OT^n relation, the Ladj Catharine Gordon, made war on 
England in behalf of his pretensions. To retaliate an inra'- 
of England, Surrey advanced into Bervrickshire at the 
bead of considerable forces, but retreated, after taking the 
iacondderable foitress of Ayton. Ford, in his Dramatic 
Ciironicie of Perkin Warbeck, makes the most of this inroad: 

“SimBEY. 

" Am all our braving enemies shrank hack. 

Hid in the fogges of their distemper’d climate, 
daring to behold our colottrs wave 
In spight of this infected ayre ? Can they 
looke on the strength of Cundrestine defac’t ; 

The glorie of Heydonhall devasted ; that 
Of Edington east downe ; the pile of Fuldcn 
Orethrowne : And this, the strongest of their forts, 

Old Ayton Castle, yeelded and demolished, 

And yet not peepe abroad ? The Scots are bold, 

Hardie in battayle, but it seems the cause 
They undertake considered, appeares 
Unjoynted in the frame on’t. ” 


insmgents in 1549. “This man,” says Hollinshcd, “had 
many good things in him. He was of no great stature, but 
well set, and miglitilie compact ; He Was a very good wrent- 
ler; shot well, both in the long bow and also in the cross- 
bow; he handled his hand-gun and peece very well ; he was 
a very good woodman, and a hardie, and such none as wonht 
not give his head for the polling, or his board for the wasliing. 
He was a companion in any exercise of activitie, and of a 
courteous and gentle behaviour. Ho descended of a good 
honest parentage, being borne at Peneverin in Cornwall ; and 
yet, in this rebellion, an arch-captain and a principal doer,” 
— Vol. iv. p. 958, 4to. edition. This model of clerical talents 
had the misfortune to be hanged upon the steeple of his own 
church.* 


Note Q. 


-that Grot tvJiere Olives 7iod, 


Note 0. 


-I irot/C, 


JVhei'e, darling of each heart and ege. 
From all the gonih o/Sicilg, 

Saint Rosalie retired to God.~P. 84. 


Norhm> can find ym guides emw ; 

For h&'e besom have prided as fary 
On SeeMish ground, as to Rurdtars 
Bme drunk the tnonks of St Bothan*s ode. 

And driven the beeves of Lauderdaie! 

Harrwd tke wives qf Greenlaw’s goods. 

And given them ligU to set their hoods,— V. 04. 

The garrisona of the English castles of Wark, Norliam, and 
Be^ck, were, as may be easily supposed, very troublesome 
ne^hbours to Seetland, Sir Richard Maitland of Ledington 
i»TOte a poem, called BUnd Baron’s Comfort;” when 
hk barony of Blythe, in Lauderdale, was harried by Rowland 
Poster, the English captain of Wark, with his company, to 
the number of 300 men. They spoiled the poetical knight of 
5000 sheep, 200 nolt, 30 horses and mares ; the whole furni- 
ture of his house of Blythe, worth IflO pounds Scots, 
(£ 8 , 6 s. 8 d,), and every thing else that was portable. “This 
was committed the 16th day of May 1570, (and the said 
Sir Richard was threescore and fourteen years of age, and 
grown blind), in time of peace ; when nane of that country 
Upp^ied [expected] such a thing.”-^“ The Blind Baron’s Com- 
fort” consists in a string of pun.s on the word Blythe, the name 
of the lands thus despoiled. like John Littlewit, he had “a 
conceit left in his misery—a miserable conceit.” 

^The last line of the text contains a phrase, by which the 
orderers jocularly intimated the burning a*house. Wlien 
the Maxwells, in 16ji5, burned the Castle of Lochwood, they 
r* ^ ^ Johnstone “light to set her 

^ ^or was the plixase inapplicable ; for, in a letter, to 
whteh I have mislaid the reference, the Earl of Northumber- 
d writ^ to the King and Council, that he dressed himself 
at ajidnleht, at WarlrwnrtL .j**! . 


tillages burned by the Scottish marauders. 


Note P, 


^ priest of Shoreswood^-he couM rein 
The uMdestmr-lmseinymr tmin.— P. 84. 


“ Santo Rosalia was of Palermo, and born of a very noble 
family, and, when very young, abhorred .so much the vanities 
of this world, and avoided the converse of mankind, resolving 
to dedicate herself wholly to God Almighty, that she, by 
divine inspiration, forsook her father’s house, and never was 
more heard of till her body was found in that cleft of u rock, 
on that almost inaccessible mountain, w'hero now tlic chapel 
is built; and they affirm she was carried up there by tlio 
hands of angels ; for that place was not formerly so accessible 
(as now it is) in the days of the Saint ; and oven now it is a 
very bad, and steepy, and breakneck way. In this frightful 
place, this holy woman lived a great many years, feeding only 
on what she found growing on that barren mountain, and 
creeping into a narrow and dreadful cleft in a rock, which 
was always dropping wet, and was her place of retirement as 
well as prayer ; having worn out even the rock with her knees 
in a certain place, which is now open’d on pin^pose to show it 
to those who come here. This chapel is very richly adorn’d ; 
and on the spot where the Saint’s dead body was discover’d, 
which is just beneath the hole in the rock, which is open’d 
on purpose, as I said, there is a very fine statue of marble, 
representing her in a lying posture, railed in all about with 
fine iron and brass work ; and the altar, on which they say 
mass, is built just over iV'— Voyage to Sicily and Malta, by 
Mr. John Dryden (son to the poet), p. I 07 . 


Note R. 


Friar John — 

Himself still sleeps before his beads 

Have mark’d ten aves and two creeds.— F, a'>. 

Friar John understood the soporific virtue of his beads and 
breviary, as well as his namesake in Ra,belais. “But Gar- 
gantua could not sleep by any means, on which side soever 
he turned himself. Whereupon the monk said to him, ‘ i 
never sleep soundly hut when I am at sermon or prayers : 
Let us therefore begin, you and I, the seven penitential 
psalms, to try whether you shall not quickly fall asleep.* The 
conceit pleased Gargantua very well ; and beginning the first of 
these psalms, as soon as they came to Beati quorum, they fell 

asleep, both the one and the other,” 

1 The reader needs hardiy to he reminded of Ivanho*^ 
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■/ NomB. 

The summon*d Palmer came in place.'-~P. 85. 

A Palmer, opposed to a Pilgrim, was one who made it his 
Bole business to visit different holy shrines ; travelling inces- 
santly, and subsisting by charity : whereas the Pilgrim re- 
tired to his usual home and occupations, when he had paid 
liis devotions at the particular spot which was the object of 
his pilgrimage. The Palmers seem to have been the Ques- 
tionarii of the ancient Scottish canons 1242 and 1296, There 
is in the Bannatyne MS. a burlesque account of two such 
persons, entitled, “ Simmyand his brother.” Their accoutre- 
ments are thus ludicrously described, (I discard the ancient 
spelling}— 

“ Syne shaped them up, to loup on leas, 

Two tabards of the tartan ; 

They counted nought what their clouts were 
When sew’d them on, in certain. 

Syne clampit up St. Peter’s keys. 

Made of an old red gartane ; 

St James’s shells, on t’other side, shows 
As pretty as a partane 
Toe, 

On Symmye and his brother.” 


Note T. 

To/air St, Andrem hotoid, 
fFithin the oeeati-cave to pray. 

Where good Saint Buie h is holg lag, 

From midnight to the. dawn of day. 

Sung to tM billows' sound.— -P. 86. 

St. Regttlus (Seottic^, St. Rule), a monkofPatrm, in Achaia, 
warned by a vision, is said, A.D. 370, to have sailed west- 
ward, until he landed at St. Andrews in Scotland, where he 
founded a chapel and tower. The latter is still standing; 
and, though we may doubt the precise date of its foundation, 
is certainly one of the most ancient edifices in Scotland. A 
cave, nearly fronting the ruinous castle of the Archbishops of 
St. Andrews, bears the name of this religious person. It is 
difficult of access ; and the rock in which it is hewed is washed 
by the German Ocean. It is nearly round, about ten feet in 
diameter, and the same in height. On one aide is a sort of 
stone altar ; on the other an aperture into an inner den, where 
the miserable ascetic, who inhabited this dwelling, probably 
slept. At full tide, egress and regress are hardly practicable. 
As Regulus first colonized the metropolitan see of Scotland, 
and converted the inhabitants in the vicinity, he has some 
reason to complain, that the ancient name of ICillrule (Celia 
EeguU) should have been superseded, even in favour of the 
tutelar saint of Scotland. The reason of the change was, that i 
St. Rule is said to have brought to Scotland the relics of Saint | 
.Andrew.. 


Note U. 

Saint FiUan's blessed well. 

Whose sfiring can frenzied dreams dispel. 

And the crazed brain restore.— P, 86* 

St. Fillan was a Scottish saint of some reputation. Although 
Popery is, with us, matter of abomination, yet the common 
people still retain some of the superstitions connected with 
it. There are in Perthshire several wells and springs dedi- 


cated to St. Fillan, which are still places of pilgrimage and 
offerings, even among the Protestants. They are held power- 
ful in cases of madness ; and, in some of very late occurrence, 
lunatics have been left all night bound to the holy stone, in 
confidence that the saint would cure and unloose them before 
morning.— [See various notes to the BHnstrdsy oftH Scottish 
Border,'} 


Note Y. 

The scenes are desert now, and Mre, 

Where flourish'd once afoi'estfair,—P. 8d. 

Ettrick Forest, now a range of mountainous sheep-walks, 
was anciently reserved for the pleasure of the royal chase. 
Since it was disparked, the wood has been, by degrees, almost 
totally destroyed, although, wherever protected from the 
sheep, copses soon arise without any planting. When the 
King hunted there, he often summoned the array of the coun- 
try to meet and assist his sport. Thus, in 1528, James V. 
“made proclamation to all lords, barons, gentlemen, land- 
ward-men, and freeholders, that they should compear at 
Edinburgh, with a month’s victuals, to pass with the King 
where he pleased, to daiiton the thieves of Tiviotdaic, Aniian- 
dale, Liddisdale, and other parts of that country; and also 
warned all gentlemen that had good dogs to bring them, that 
he might hunt in the said country as he pleased : The whilk 
the Earl of Argyle, the Earl of Huntley, the Earl of Atholo, 
and so all the rest of the gentlemen of the Highland, did, and 
brought their hounds with them in like manner, to hunt with 
the King, as he pleased. 

“ The second day of June the King past out of Edinburgh 
to the hunting, with many of the nobles and gentlemen of 
Scotland with him, to the number of twelve thousand men ; 
and then past to Meggitland, and hounded and hawked all 
the country and hounds; that is to say, Crammat, Pappert- 
law, St. Mary-laws, Carlavrick, Chapel, Ewindoores, and 
Longhope, I heard say, he slew, in these hounds, eighteen 
score of harts.” ^ 

These huntings had, of course, a military character, and 
attendance upon them was a part of the duty of a vassal. 
The act for abolishing ward or military tenures in Scotland, 
enumerates the services of hunting, hosting, watching, and 
warding, as those which were in future to he illegal. 

Taylor, the water-poet, has given an account of the mode 
in which these huntings were conducted in the Highlands of 
Scotland, in the seventeenth century, having been present at 
Brsemar npon such an occasion 

“ There did I find the truly noble and right hoaourahle 
lords, John Erskine, Earl of Alar; James Stewart, >EarI of 
Murray; George Gordon, Earl of Engye, son and heir to tho 
Marquis of Huntley ; James Erskine, Earl of Buchan ; and 
Jolm, Lord Erskine, son and heir to the Earl of Mxir, and 
their Countesses, with my much honoured, and my last as- 
sured and approved friend. Sir William Murray, knight of 
Abcrcamey, axid hundreds of others, knights, esquires, and 
their followers; all and every man, in general, in one habit, 
as if Lycurgus had been there, and made laws of equality ; for 
once iu the year, which is the whole month of August, and 
sometimes part of September, many of the nobility and gen- 
try of the kingdom (for their pleasure) do come into these 
Highland countries to hunt ; where they do conform them- 
selves to the habit of the Highlandmen, who, for the most 
part, speak nothing hut Irish ; and, in former time, were 
those people which were called the Bed-shanks. Their hahb 
is— shoes, with but one sole a-piece ; stockings (which they 


1 Pitscottib’s History of Scotland, folio edition, p. 143 
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cftil slitort hose,) made of a warm stuff ot diverse coloura, 
which they call tartan; as for breeches, many of them, nor 
thdr foreffither.s, never wore any, but ajerldn of the same 
stuff that their hose is of; their garters being bands or wreaths 
of hay or straw ; with a plaid about their shoulders ; which is 
a mantle of diverse colours, much finer and lighter stuff than 
their hose; with blue flat caps on their heads; a handker- 
chief, kait with two knots, about their necks : and thus are 
they attired. Nowtheir weapons are— long bowes and forked 
arrows, swords and targets, harquebusses, muskets, durks, 
and lochaber axes. With these arms I found many of them 
armed for the hunting. As for their attire, any man, of what 
degree soever, that comes amongstthem, mast not disdain to 
to wear it ; for, if they do, then they will disdain to hunt, or 
willingly to bring in their dogs ; but if men be kind Unto them, 
and be in their habit, then are they conquered with kindness, 
and the sport will be plentiful. This was the reason that I 
found 80 many noblemen and gentlemen in those shapes. 
But to proceed to the hunting 

“ My good Lord of Sfarr having put me into that shape, I 
rode with him from Ids house, -where I saw the ruins of an old 
castle, called the Castle of Kindroghit. It was built by 
King Malcolm Canmore (for a hunting-house,) who reigned 
in Scotland, -when Ed-w^ard the Confessor, Harold, and. Nor- 
man William, reigned in England. I speak of it, because it 
■was the last house I saw in those parts; for I -was the space 
of twelve days after, before I sa-w either house, corn-field, or 
habitation for any creature, but deer, wild horses, wolves, 
and such like creatures,— which made me doubt that I should 
never have seen a house again. 

** Thus, the first day, we trayelled eight miles, where there 
were small cottages, built on purpose to lodge in, which they 
call Lonquhards. I thank my good Lord Erskine, he com- 
manded that I should always be lodged in his lodging: the 
kitchen being always on the side of a bank; many kettles 
and pots boiling, and many spits turning and winding, with 
great variety of cheer,— as venison baked ; sodden, rost, and 
stewed beef; mutton, goats, kid, hares, fresh salmon, pigeons, 
hens, capons, chickens, partridges, mnir-coots, heath-cocks, 
caperkellies, and tennagants; good ale, sacke, white and 
clTOt, tent (or allegant), with most potent aquavita?. 

“All these, and more than these, we had continually in 
superffuons abundance, caught by falconers, fowlere, fishers, 
and brought by my lord’s tenants and purveyors to victnal 
our camp, which consisteth of fourteen or fifteen hundred 
men and horses. The manner of the hunhjag is this ; Five or 
SIX hundred men do rise early in the morning, and they do 
di^rse themselves divers way.s, and seven, eight, or ten 
mila compass, they do bring, or chase in, the deer in many 
herds {two, three, or four hundred in aherd,) to such or such 
a place, as the noblemen shall appoint them ; then, when day 
M come, the lords and gentlemen of their companies do ride 
or go to the said places, sometimes wading up to the middles 
ftMRh boms and rivera ; and then, the, being eome to the 

foresaid aconts, 

called the linfchell, do bring dom the deer; bnt 
« the pmerb eajn of the bad cook, so these tinkhell men do 
tek them OTO flngem; for, besides their bows and arrows, 
^fch the, carnr with them, we can hear, now and then! n 

Ml OTudaWrins (their heads making a show like a wood ) 

hemg followed close h, the tinkU are chasMT™ 
to tteralle, where we la,; then all the 

nerhoirnT “ hundred couple of strong Irish 

1 . tor were 

f« u. to aake^mem^h “ 

^ at our rendezvous.’* 


"Note 4'. 

Bi/ Ime Saint Bfar^'s silent ^ 

This beautiful sheet of water forms the reservoir from -whies 
the yarrow takes its source. It is connected with a smaller 
lake, called the Loch of the Lowes, andsurrotmded by mokui* 
tains. In the winter, it is still frequented by flights of wild 
swans ; hence my friend Mr. Wordsworth’s lines 

“ The swan on sweet St. Mary’s .lake 
Floats double, swan and shadow.” 

Near the lower extremity of the lake, are the ruins of Dry- 
hope tower, the birth-place of Mary Scott, daughter of Philip 
Scott of Dryhope, and famous by the traditional name of the 
Flower of Yarrow. She was married to Walter Scott of Har- 
den, no less renowned for his depredations, than his bride for 
her beauty. Her romantic appellation was, in later day.s, 
with equal justice, conferred on Mis.s Mary Lilias Scott, the 
last of the elder branch of the Harden family. The author 
well remembers the talent and spirit of the latter Flower of 
Yarrow, though age had then injured the charms which pro- 
cured her the name. The words usually sung to the air of 
“ Tweedside,” beginning, “What beauties does Flora dis- 
close,” were composed in her honour. 


Note X. 


— —fnfinMalsMft’,af(ie, 

Bath laid Our Lady's clmpd fmc.— P. 8g. 

The chapel of St. Mary of the Lowes {delamwus) was situa» 
ted on the eastern side of the lake, to which it gives name. 
It was injured by the dan of Scott, in a feud with the Crjm- 
stouns; but continued to be a place of worship during th© 
seventeenth centurj'. The vestige.s of the hiniamg can now 
scarcely be traced ; but the burial ground is still used as a ce- 
metry. A funeral, in a.spot .so very retired, has fm uncommonly 
striking effect. The vestiges of the chaplain’s lumse are yet 
visible. Being in a high situation, it commanded a full vievr 
of the lake, ivith the opposite mountain of Boiirhope, belong- 
ing, with the lake itself, to Lord Napier. On the left hand is 
the tower of Dryhope, mentioned in a preceding note. 


Note Y. 


' the TFizard's grave ; 

That Wizard Priest’s, tekose banes are thrust 
From compafiy of holy dusL—T. 08. 


At one comer of the bnrial grotmd of the demolishea cha- 
pel, but without Its preemotB, is a small mound, called B/n- 
ram s Corse, where tradition deposits the remains of a necro- 
rn^tio pnest the former tenant of the chaplainry. His story 
uohreseinblesthatof Amhrosio in “ The Monk,” and him 
ton made the theme of a ballad, by my friend Mr. James 
Hogg, more poetically designed (lie mrick Shepherd. To his 

I^f T toy stories and ballads of great merit. 

1 reier the curious reader. ^ 
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Notis Z. 

Some vuder and more savage scene, 

Like that which frowns round dark Loch-skene,'—'P. 8D. 

Loch-skene is a mountain lake, of considerable size, at the 
head of the MoiTat-water. The character of the scenery is 
uncommonly savage; and the earn, or Scottish eagle, has, for 
many ages, built its nest yearly upon an islet in the lake. 
Loch-skene discharges itself into a brook, -which, after a short 
and precipitate course, falls from a cataract of immense 
height, and gloomy grandeur, called, from its appearance, the 
“ Grey Mare's Tail.” The “ Giant’s Grave,” after-wards men- 
tioned, is a sort of trench, -which bears that name, a little way 
from the foot of the cataract. It has the appearance of a bat- 
tery, designed to command the pass. 


Note 2 A. 

high Pf''hUhg''s cloister'd pik,-^'P. 89. 

The Abbey of Whitby, in the Archdeaconry of Cleaveland, 
on the coast of Yorkshire, was founded A.D, 637, inconse- 
quence of a vow of Oswy, King of Northumberland. It con- 
tained both monks and nuns of the Benedictine order ; but, 
contrary to what was usual in such establishments, the abbess 
■was superior to the abbot. The monastery was after-wards 
ruined by the Danes, and rebuilt by William Percy, in the 
reign of the Conqueror. There were no nuns there in Henry 
the Eighth’s time, nor long before it. The ruins of Whitby 
Abbey are very magnificent. 


' Note 2 B. 

— . St CuthberVsHolgMe.—'B, 89. 

Eindisfame, an isle on the coast of Northumberland, was 
called Holy Island, from the sanctity of its ancient monastery, 
and from its having been the episcopal scat of the see of Dur- 
ham during the early ages of British Christianity. A suc- 
cession of holy men held that office: but their merits were 
swallowed up in the superior fame of St. Cuthbert, who was 
sixth Bishop of Durham, and who bestowed the name of his 
“ patrimony” upon the extensive property of the see. The 
ruins of the monastery upon Holy Island betoken great an- 
tiquity. The arches are, in general, strictly Saxon; and the 
pillars which support them, short, strong, and massy. In 
some places, however, there are pointed windows, which indi- 
cate that the building has been repaired at a period long sub- 
sequent to the original foundation. The exterior ornaments 
of the building, being of a light sandy stone, have been wasted, 
as described in the text. Lindisfarne is not properly an 
island, but rather, as the venerable Bode has termed it, a 
semi-isle ; for, although surrounded by the sea at full tide, the 
ebb leaves the sands dry between it and the oxjposite coast of 
Northumberland, from wliich it is about three miles distant. 


Note 2 C. ■ 

Then Whiibfs nuns exulting told, 

Hoic fx their house three Barems bold 
Must menial service do.— IP. 91. 

The popular account of this curious service, which was pro- 
bably considerably exaggerated, is thus given in “ A Tnie 
Account,” printed and circulated at Whitby : In the fifth 
year of the reign of Henry 11., after the conquest of England 
by William, Duke of Normandy, the Lord of Uglebarnby, then 


called William de Bruce; the herd of Smeaton, called Ealph 
do Percy; with a gentleman and freeholder called Allatson, 
did, on the I6th of October, 1159, appoint to meet and huntthe 
wild-bqar, in a certain wood, or desert place, belonging to the 
Abbot of Whitby: the place’s name -was Eskdal e-side; and 
the abbot’s name was Sedman. Then, these young gentlemen 
being met, with their hounds and boar-staves, in the place be- 
fore mentioned, and there having found a great wiid-boar, the 
hounds ran him well near about the chapel and hermitage of 
Eskdale-side, where was a monk of Whitby, who was an her- 
mit. The boar, being very sorely pursued, and dead-run, took 
in at the chapel-door, there hud him down, and presently 
died. The hermit shut the hounds out of the chapel, and 
kept himself within at his meditations and prayers, the 
bounds standing at bay -without. The gentlemen, in the thick 
of the wood, being just behind tlieir game, followed the cry of 
their hounds, and so came to the hermitage, calling on the 
hermit, who opened the door and came forth ; and -within they 
found the hoar lying dead : for which, the gentlemen, in a very 
great fury, because the hounds were put from their game, did 
most violently and cruelly run at the hermit with their boar- 
staves, -whereby he soon after died. Thereupon the gentle- 
men, perceiving and knowing that they were in peril of death, 
took sanctuary at Scarborough : But at that time the abbot 
being in very great favour with the King, removed them out 
of the sanctuary; whereby they came in danger of the la-w, and 
not to be privileged, but likely to have the severity of the law, 
which was death for death. But the hermit, being a holy and 
devout man, and at the point of death, sent for the abbot, and 
desired him to send for the gentlemen who had wounded him. 
The abbot so doing, the gentlemen came ; and the hermit, 
being very sick and weak, said unto them, * I am sure to die 
of those %Yound8 you have given me,’— -The abbot answered, 
‘ They shall as surely die for tlie sanie.*~-But the hermit an- 
swered, ‘ Not so, for I will freely forgive them my death, if they 
will be content to be enjoined the penance I shall lay on them 
for the safeguard of their souls.’ The gentlemen being pre- 
sent, bade him save their lives. Then said the hermit, ‘ You 
and yours shall hold your lands of the Abbot of Whitby, and 
his successors, in this manner : That, upon Asceusiori-day, you, 
or some of you, shall come to the wood of the Stray-heads, 
which is in Eskdale-side, the same day at sun-rising, and there 
shall the abbot’s officer blow his horn, to the intent that you 
may know where to find him ; and he shall deliver unto you, 
William deBruce, ten stakes, eleven strout stowers, and eleven 
yethers, to be cut by you, or some of you, with a knife of one 
penny price: and you, Balph de Percy, shall take twenty-one 
of each sort, to be cut in the same manner; and you, Allatson, 
shall take nine of each sort, to be cut as aforesaid, and to be 
taken on your backs and carried to the town of Whitby, and 
to be there before nine of the clock the same day before men- 
tioned. At the same hour of nine of the clock, if it be full 
sea, your labour and service shall cease; and if low water, 
each of you shall set your stakes to the brim, each stake 
one yard from the other, and so yether them on each side 
with your yethers; and so stake on each side -with your 
strout stowers, that they may stand three tides without 
removing by the force thereof. Each of you sliall do, make, 
and execute the said service, at that very hour, every year, ex- 
cept it be full sea at that hour : but -wlien it shall so fall out, 
this service shall cease. You shall faithfully do this, in re- 
membrance that you did most cruelly slay me ; and that you 
may the better call to God for mercy, repent unfeigneilly of 
your sins, and do good works. The officer of Eskdale-side shall 
blow, Out on you.' Out an you I Out on you! for this heinous 
crime. If you, or your successors, shall refuse this service, 
so long as it shall not be full sea at the aforesaid hour, you or 
yours, shall forfeit your lands to the Ahbot of Whitby, or Ids 
successors. This I entreat, and earnestly beg, that you may 
have lives and goods preserved for this service : and I request 
of you to promise, by your parts in Heaven, that it shall be 
i done by you and your successors, as is aforesaid requested 
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I will confirm it by the faith ot an honest man.' — Then 
the hermit said, ‘ My soul longeth for the Lord : and I do as 
freely forgive these men my death as Christ forgave the thieves 
on the cross.’ And, in the presence of the abbot and the rest, 
he said moreover these words : ‘ In n7anux tuos, Domine, coni- 
wendo sphilim sMim, a vmciiUs ejiim moTfiis redeniisti 
Dfmm vmiatis. So he yielded up the ghost the 

eighth day of December, anno Domini 1169, whose soul God 
have mercy npon. Amen. 

'• Thisserviee,” it isadded, still continues to be performed 
with the preseribedeeremonies, though not by the proprietors 
iij jierBon. Part of the lands charged therewith are now held 
by & gentleman of the name of Herbert.” 


Note 2 0. 


— in tMr convmi cell 

A Saxon princess once did dwell. 

The lovely Edeljled>'~^V. 92. 

She was the dangliter of King Oswy, who, in gratitude to 
Heaven for the great victory which he won in G55, against 
Penda, the Pagan King of Mercia, dedicated Edelflcda, then 
a year old, to the service of God, in the monastery of 
Whitby, of which St. Hilda was then abbess. She afterwards 
adorned the place of her education with great magnificence^ 


Note 2 E. 


- of ijhomand makes, eewh one 


If "as changed into a coil of stone, 
fVhm hdy Hilda pray'd; 

They Md, how sea-fowls' pinions faU, 

As over Whitby's towm they ^aiL—P. 93. 

Thae two miracles are much insisted upon by all ancient 
writers who have occasion to mention either Whitby or St. 
Hilda. The relia of the snakes which infested the precincts 
of the convent, and were, at the abbess’s prayer, not only be- 
headed, but petrified, are still found about the rocks, and are 
termed by Protestant fossilists, Ammonitce. 

The other miracle is thus mentioned by Camden : “ It is 
also ascribed to the power of her sanctity, that these wild 
geese, which, in the winter, fiyin great flocks to the lakes and 
rivers unfrozen in the southern parts, to the great amazement 
of every one, fall down suddenly upon the ground, when 
they are in their fiiglit over certain neighbouring fields here- 
abouts: a relation I should not have made, if I had not re- 
ceived it from several credible men. But those who are less in- 
clined to heed superstition, attribute it to some occult quality 
in the ground, and to somewhat of antipathy between it and 
toe geese,' such as they say is betwixt wolves and scyllaroots ; 
For that such hidden tendencies and aversions, as we call 
sympathies and antipathies, are implanted in many things by 
prorident Nature for the preservation of them, is a thing so 
evident Aat every body grants it.” Mr. Charlton, in his His- 
tory of Whitby, points out the tnie origin of the fable, from 
number of sea-gulls that, when flyingfrom a storm, often 
ight near Whitby ; and from the woodcocks, and other birds 

a 


Note 2 F. 


Hk body's rcstiny-place, ofoli, 

oft tm Patron changed, they Me?.-?. 92. 

Cuftlert WM, i, tl.e choice of We scpilchre. one of tho 


' most mutable and unreason.’iblc saints in the Calendar. He 
died A. JO. 688, in a hermitage upon the Fame Islands, having 
resigned the bishopric of Lmdisfarne, or Holy Island, about 
two years before.! His body was brought to Liiulisfarne, 
where it remained until a descent of the Danes, about ^93, 
when the monastery was nearly destroyed. The monks fled 
to Scotland with what they deemed their chief treasure, the 
relies of St. Cuthbert, The Saint was, however, a most capri- 
cious fellow-travellerj which was the more intolerahlo, as, 
like Sinhad’s Old Man of the Sea, he jounieyed upon the 
shoulders of his companions. They' paraded him through 
Scotland for several years, and came as far west as Whithern, 
in Galloway, whence they attempted to sail for Ireland, but 
were driven back by tempests. He at length made a halt at 
Norham ; from thence he went to Melrose, where he remairned 
stationary for a short time, and then caused himself to be 
launched upon the Tweed in a stone coflin, which landed him 
at Tilmouth, in Northumberland. This boat is finely shaped, 
ten feet long, three feet and a half in diameter, and only four 
inches thick ; so that, with very little assistance, it might cer- 
tainly have swam : It still lies, or at least did so a few years 
ago, in two pieces, beside the ruined chapel of Tilmouth. 
From Tilmouth, Cuthbert wandered into Yorkshire; and at 
length made a long stay at Chester-le-slreet, to which tho 
bishop’s see was transferred. At length, the Danes, continu- 
ing to infest the country, the monks removed to Eippou for a 
season ; and it was in return from thence to Chester-le-.strect, 
that, passing through a forest called Dunholmo, the Saint and 
his carriage became immoveable at a place named Wardlaw, 
or Wardilaw. Here the Saint chose his place of rcRicIence; 
and all who have seen Durham must admit, that, if cUlfieult 
in his choice, he evinced taste in at length fixing it. It is said 
that the Northumbrian Catholics still keep secret the ]m.'ciHo 
spot of the Saint’s sepulture, which is only entrusted to throe 
persons at a time. When one dies, the survivors associate 
to them, in his room, a person judged fit to be tho depositary 
of so valuable a secret. 

[The resting-place of the remains of this Saint is not now 
matter of uncertainty. So recently as 17th May 1927, IH}.*) 
years after his death, their discovery and disintennent were 
effected. Under a blue stone, in the middle of the shrine of 
St. Cuthbert, at the eastern e-xtremity of the choir of Durliam 
Cathedral, there was then found a walled grave, containing 
the coffins of the Saint. The first, or outer one, was ascer- 
tained to be that of 1541, the second of 1041 ; the third, or in- 
ner one, answering in every particular to tho description of 
that of 6.08, was found to contain, not indeed, as had been 
averred then, and even until 1539, the incorruptible body, but 
the entire skeleton of the Saint ; the bottom of the grave being 
perfectly dry, free from offensive smell, and without tho 
slightest symptom that a human body had ever undergone de- 
composfiion within its walls. Tiie skeleton was found .swathed 
in five sUk robes of emblematical embroidery, the ornamental 
parts laid with gold leaf, and these again covered with a robe 
of linen. Beside the skeleton wore also deposited several gold 
and silver and other relics of the Saint. 

The Homan Catholics now allow that the coffin was that of 
St. Cuthbert. 

The bones of the Saint were again restored to the grave in 
a new coffin, amid the fragments of the former ones. Those 
portions of the inner coffin which could be preserved, inclu- 
ding one of its rings, with the silver altar, golden cross, stole, 
comb, two maniples, bracelets, girdle, gold wire of the skele- 
ton, and fragments of the five silk robes, and some of the ring® 
of the outer coffin made in 1541, were deposited in the library 
of the Dean and Chapter, where they are now preserved. 


resumed the bishopric of Lindisfarne, which, owing to 
bad health, he again relinquished within less than them 
months before his dcath.—RAJNE’s St. Cuthbert 
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For ample details of the life of St. Cuthbert, — his coffin- 
journeys,— an account of the opening of liis tomb, and a de- 
scription of the silk robes and other relies found in it, the 
reader interested in such matters is referred to a work entitled 
Saint Ciithbert, by James Raine, M.A.,’* (4to, Durham, 
3828,} where he will find much of antiquarian history, cere- 
monies, and superstitions, to gratify his curiosity.]— Ed. 


Note 2 G. 


Even Scotland's dauritles$ king, and heiTf i'C. 

I^i fore Ms standard Jled*-~~'P. 9^2, 

Every one has heard, that when David I., with his son 
Henry, invaded Northumherland in 1136, the English host 
marched against them under the holy banner of St. Cuthbert; 
to the efficacy of which was imputed the great victory which 
they obtained in the bloody battle of N'orthallerton, or Cuton- 
moor. The conquerors were at least as much indebted to the 
jealousy and intractability of the different tribes who com- 
posed David’s array ; among whom, as mentioned in the text, 
were the Galwegians, the Britons of Strath-Clyde, the men of 
Teviotdale and Lothian, with many Norman and German 
warriors, who asserted the cause of the Empress Maud. See 
Chalmers’ Caledonia, vol. i. p. 632 ; a most laborious, curious, 
and interesting publication, from which considerable defects 
of .style and manner ought not to turn aside the Scottish an- 
tiquary. 


E’nirooM which are found among the rocks of Holy Islands, 
and pass there by the name of St. Cuthbert’s Beads. While 
at this task, he is sux>posed to sit during the night upon a cor. 
tain rock, and use another as his anvil. This story was per- 
haps credited in former days; at least the Saint’sl^end con- 
tains some not more probable 


Note 2 H. 


*Tum he, to vindicate Ms reign, 

Edged Alfred's falcJiion on the Dane, 

And turn' the Conqueror hack again.— V 92. 

^Cuthbert, we have seen, had no great reason to spare the 
Danes, when opportunity offered. Accordingly, I find, in 
■Simeon of Durham, that the Saint appeared in a vision to 
Alfred, when lurking in the marshes of Glastonbury, and 
promised him assistance and victory over his heathen ene- 
mies ; a consolation, wMch, as was reasonable, Alfred, after 
the victory of Ashendown, rewarded, by a royal offering at 
the shrine of the Saint. As to William the Conqueror, the 
terror spread before his army, when he marched to punish 
the revolt of the Northumbrians, in 1096, had forced the 
monks to fly once more to Holy Island with the body of the 
Saint. It was, however, replaced before William left the 
north ; and, to balance accounts, the Conqueror having inti- 
mated an indiscreet curiosity to view the Saint’s body, he was, 
while in the act of commanding the shrine to be opened, 
seized with heat and sickness, accompanied with such a panic 
terror, that, notwithstanding there was a sumptuous dinner 
prepared for Mm, he fled without eating a morsel, {which 
the monkish historian seems to have thought no small part 
both of the miracle and the penance), and never drew his bridle 
till he got to the river Tees. 


Note 2 L 


Saint Cidlibert sits, and toils to frame 

The sea-born beads that bear Ms nmne.—'P. 92. 

Although we do not leani that Cuthbert was, during Ms life, 
such an artificer as Dunstan, his brother in sanctity, yet, since 
Iris death, he has acquired the reputation of forging those 


Note 2 K, 

Old Cohnd/.-V. 92. 

Ceohvulf, or Colwulf, King of Northumberland, flourished 
in the eighth century. He was a man of some learning ; for 
the venerable Bede dedicates to him his “ Ecclesiastical His- 
tory.” He abdicated the throne about 7^, and retired to 
Holy Island, whore he died in the odour of sanctity. Saint as 
Colwulf was, however, I fear the foundation of the penance 
vault does not correspond with his character ; for it is recorded 
a.mongM3 memorabilia, that, finding the air of the island raw 
and cold, he indulged the monks, whose rule had hitherto 
confined them to milk or water, with the comfortable privi- 
lege of using wine or ale. If any rigid antiquary in-sists on 
this objection, he is welcome to suppose the penaucc-vault 
was intended, by the founder, for the more genial purposes of 
a cellar. 

These penitential vaults were the Geissel-gmeiilhe of German 
convents, in the earlier and more rigid times of monastic 
discipline, they were sometimes used as a cemetery for the 
lay benefactors of the convent, whose unsanctified corpses 
were then seldom permitted to pollute the choir. They also 
served as places of meeting for the chapter, when measures of 
uncommon severity were to bo adopted. But their most fre- 
quent use, as implied by the name, was as places for perfornw 
ing penances, or undergoing punishment. 


Note 2 L. 


Tynemouth's haugMg prioress.— 'V.Q3. 

That there was an ancient priory at Tynemouth is certain. 
Its ruins are situated on a high rocky point ; and, doubtless, 
many a vow was made to the shrine by the distressed mariners 
who drove towards the iron-bound coast of Northumberland 
in stormy weather. It was anciently a nunnery; for Virca, 
abbess of Tynemouth, presented St. Cuthbert (yet alive) with 
a rare winding-sheet, in. emulation of a holy lady called Tuda, 
who had sent him a coffin : But, as in the case of Whitby, 
and of Holy Island, the introduction of nuns at Tynemouth 
in the reign of Henry V XI I. is an an achronism . The nunnery 
at Holy Island is altogether fictitious. Indeed, St. Cuthbert 
was unlikely to permit such an establishment ; for, notwith- 
standing his accepting the mortuary gifts above-mentioned, 
and his carrying on a visiting acquaintance with the Abbess 
of Coldingham, he certainly hated the whole female sex ; and, 

revenge of a slippery trick played to him by an Irish prin- 
cess, he, after death, inflicted severe penances on such as pre- 
sumed to approach within a certain distance of his shrine. 


Note 2 M. 


On those the wall was to enclose. 
Alive, ivitMn the tomb. — P. 94. 




I- 


I 


li is well known, that the religious, wlio broke their vow.s 
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ol were sabjectecl to the sanie penalty as the Koinan 

ventais in a similar case. A small niche, sufficient to enclose 
their bodies, was made in the massive wall of the convent ; a 
slendi-T pittance of food and water was deposited in it, and the 
awful words, Vade in Pace, were the signal for immuring 
the criminal. It is not lihely that, in latter times, this punish- 
ment was often resorted to; hut, among the ruins of the Ahbcy 
of Coldingham, were some years ago discovered the remain.? 
of a female skeleton, which, from the shape of the niche, and 
position of the figure, seemed to he that of an immured nun. 

[Tlie Edinburgh Reviewer, on st. xsxli. post, suggests that 
the proper reading df the sentence is mdeinpamn— not pari 
in jmce, hut go into peace, or into eternal rest, a pretty intel- 
ligible mittimus to another world.] 


Note 2 N. 

The village inn.— P. 99. 

The accommodations of a Scottish hcstelrie, or inn, in the 
I6th century, maybe collected from Dunbar’s admirable tale 
of “ The Friars of Berwick:.” Simon Lawder, “ the gay ost- 
Ikr,” seems to have lived very comfortably ; and his wife de- 
corated her person with a scarlet kirtle, and a belt of silk and 
silver, and rings upon her fingers ; and feasted her paramour 
with rabbits, capons, partridges, and Bourdeaux wine. At 
least, if the Scottish inns were not good, it was not for want of 
encouragement from the legislature ; who, so early as the reign 
of James I., not only enacted, that in all horonghs and fairs 
there be hostellaries, having stables and chambers, and pro- 
vision for man and horse, but by another statute, ordained 
that no man, travelling on, horse or foot, should presume to 
lodge anywhere except in these hostellaries ; and that no 
j>er8oi), save innkeepers, should receive such travellers, under 
the penalty of forty shillings, for exercising such hospitality. i 
But, in spite of these provident enactments, the Scottish hos- 
tels are but indifferent, and strangers continue to find recep- 
tion in the houses of individuals. 


Note 2 0. 

The death (fa dearfnend.-^V. 101. 

Among other omens to which faithful credit is given among 
the Scottish peasantry, is what is called the “dead-hell,” ex- 
plained by my friend James Hogg, to be that tinkling in the 
ears which the country people regard as the secret intelli- 
gence of some friend’s decease. He tells a story to the pur- 
pose in the “ Mountain Bard,” p. 26. 

[“ 0 lady, ’tis dark, an* I heard the dead-hell ! 

An’ I darena gae yonder for gowd nor fee.” 

By the dead-bell is meant a tinkling in the ears, which our 
pe|santry in the country regard as a secret intelligence of 
some friend s decease. Tlius this natural occurrence strikes 
many with a superstitious awe. This reminds me of a trifling 
aaecdote, which I will here relate as an instance Our two 
servant-girls agreed to go an errand of their own, one night 
after sapper, to a considerable distance, from which I strove 
U persuade them, hut could not prevail. So, after going to 
me apartment where I slept, I took a drinking-glass, and, 
coBung close to the back of the door, made two or three 

swee^ rouud the lipsoftheglasswithmVfinger, which caused 

a toudshriilsounA 1 then overheard the following dialogue: 

‘ James I, Miamcnt I cap. 24; Parliament III. cap. 56. 


— * B. Ah, mercy ! the dead-bell went throngli my head juH<- 
now with such a knell as I never heard.’— •' L I heard it too. 
— " B. Did you indeed ? That is remarkable, 1 never knew at 
two hearing it at the same time before.’—* I. We will not go 
to Midgehope to-night. -‘il- 1 would not go for all tlie world I 
I shall warrant it is my poor brother Wat ; who knows what 
these wild Irishes may have done to him? llooff’a 3Iouw- 
tain Bard, 3d Edit. p. 31-2.] 


Note 2 P. 


Tlie 102. 

A vaulted hall under the ancient castle of Gifford or Yt's* 
ter, (for it bears either name indifferently,) the constructiou 
of which has from a very remote period bccu ascribed to ma- 
gic. The statistical Account of the Parish of Garvnld and 
Bare gives the following account of the pre.scut state of this 
castle and apartment:— “ Upon a poniusula, formed by the 
water of Hopes on the east, and a largo rivulet on the west, 
stands the ancient castle of Yester. Sir David Dalrymple, in 
his Annals, relates, that ‘ Hugh Gifford do Yester died in 
1267; that in his castle there was a capaeions cavern, formed 
by magical art, and called in the country Do-Uall, t. e. Hob- 
goblin Hall.* A stair of twenty-four steps led down to this 
apartment, which is a largo and spacious hall, witli an arched 
roof; and though it hath stood for so many centuries, and 
been exposed to the external air for a period of fifty or si.xty 
years, it is still as firm and entire as if it had only stood a few 
years. From the floor of this hall, anotlior stair of thirty-six 
steps loads down to a pit which hath a communication with 
Hopes-water. A great part of the walls of this large and an- 
cient castle are still standing. Tliere is a tradition, that the 
castle of Yester was the last fortification, in this country, that 
surrendered to General Gray, sent into Scotland by Protector 
Somerset.” Statistical Account, vol. xiii.— 1 have only to 
add, that, in 1737, the Goblin Hall was tenanted by the Mar- 
quis of Tweeddale’s falconer, as I learn from a poem, by Boyse, 
entitled “ Betirement,” written uiion visiting Yester. It is 
now rendered inaccessible by the fall of the stair. 

Sir David Dalrymple’s authority for the anecdote is in For- 
dun, whose words are,— “ A. D. mcclxvii. Hugo Gifard de 
Tester morititr ; cvjus castnim, vel saltern caveam, ctdimgio- 
nem, arte dcemomed antiquae rclationcs ferioit fabrifuctus: 
mm ibidem IiaMurmiraMUs specus mUerranms, opere miri- 
fico constructus, magm terrarmi spatio profelahis, qui conv» 
mmiter appellatus esV* Lib. X, cap. 21.— -Sir 

David conjectures, that Hugh de Gifford must either have 
m a very wise man, or a great oppressor. 


Note 2 Q. 

Thci'c floated Haco^s banner trim 
Above Norwei/an warrioi's griin.'-T. 103. 

In 1203, Haeo, King of Norway, came into the Frith of 
Clyde with a powerful armament, and made a descent at 
Largs, in Ayrshire. Here he was encountered, and defeated, 
on the 2d October, by Alexander III, Haco retreated to Ork- 
ney, where he died soon after this disgrace to his arms. 
There are still existing, near the place of battle, many bar- 
rows, some of which, having been opened, were found, as 
usual, to contain bones and urns. 
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Note 2 R. 

The wtzara Mbit 103. 

^ ■ Magicians, as is well known, were very curious in the 
shoico and form of their vestments. Their caps are oval, or 
like pyramids, with lai)pets on each side, and fur within. 
Their gowns are long, and furred with fox-skins, under which 
they have a linen garment reaching to the knee. Their gir- 
dles are three inches broad, and have many cabalistical 
names, with crosses, trines, and circles inscribed on them, ! 
Their shoes should be of now russet leather, with a cross cut 
upon them. Their knives are dagger-fashion; and their- 
swords have neither guard nor scabbard.”— See these, and' 
many other particulars, in the Discourse concerning Devils ! 
and Spirits, annexed to Bboinald Scott’s Discovery 'qf\ 
Wiichcrafti edition 1665. 


Note '2 S. . ' 

UponMshreadapeMade>‘--^V.l^^ 

“ A pentacle is a piece of fine linen, folded with five cor- 
ners, according to the five senses, and suitably insciibed with 
characters. This the magician extends tow’ards the spirits 
which he invokes, when they are stubborn and rebellious, 
and refuse to be conformable unto the ceremonies and rites 
of magic.”— See the Discourses, &c. above mentioned, p. 66. 


Note 2 T. 

'As horn tipon that blessed night, 

PFhen gauming gi'avcs and dgrng groan 
Proclaiwhi Hell's empire overtkmm.—F. 103. 

It is a popular article of faith, that those wdio are born on 
Christmas, or Good Friday, have the power of seeing spirits, 
and even of commanding them. The Spaniards imputed the 
haggard and downcast looks of their Philip II. to the disa- 
greeable visions to which this privilege subjected him. 


Note 2 U. 

Yet still the TenigJitlg spear and shield 
The Elfin ucarrior doth vdeld 
Upon the hrmn hill’s breast—P. 104. 

The following extract from the Essay upon the Fairy Super- 
stitions, in the “Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border,” voL ii, 
will show whence many of the particulars of the combat be- 
tween Alexander III. and the Goblin Knight are derived 
Gervase of Tilbury Oi/a Imperial a.p. Script, rcr. Bnmsvie, 
(vol. ill? 707) relates the following popular story concerning a 
fairy knight ; “ Osbert, a bold and powerful baron, risited a 
noble family in the vicinity of Wandlebury, in the bishopric 
of Ely. Among other stories related in the social circle of 
his friends, who, according to custom, amused each other by 
repeating ancient tales and traditions, he was informed, that 
if any knight, unattended, entered an adjacent plain by moon- 
light, and challenged an adversary to appear, he would be 
immediately encountered by a spirit in tbe form of a knight. 
Osbert resolved to make the experiment, and set out, attended 
by a single squire, whom he ordered to remain without the 
limits of the plain, which was surrounded by an ancient 
intrcncriinent. On repeating the challenge, he was instantly 
as-ailed by an adversary, whom he quickly uuhorsed, and 
seiised the reins of his steed. During this operation, his 


t ghostly opponent sprung up, and darting his spear, like a 
Javelin, at Osbert, wounded him in tne thigh, Osbert returned 
in triumph with the horse, which he committed to the care 
of his servants. The horse was of a sable colour, as well as 
his whole accoutrements, and apparently of great beauty and 
vigour. He remained with his keeper till cock-crowing, when, 
with eyes flashing fire, he reared, spumed the ground, and 
vanished. On disarming himself, Osbert perceived that he 
was wounded, and that one of his steel boots was full of 
blood,” Gervase adds, that, as long as he lived, the scar of 
his wound opened afresh on the anniversary of the ere on 
which he encountered the spirit.” Less fortunate was the 
gallant Bohemian knight, who, travelling by night with a 
single companion, “came in sight of a fairy host, arrayed 
under displayed banners. Despising the remonstrances of 
his friend, the km'ght pricked forward to break a lance with 
a champion, who advanced from the ranks apparently in de- 
fiance. His companion beheld the Bohemian overthrown, 
horse and man, by his agrial adversary ; and returning to the 
spot next morning, he found the mangled corpses of the knight 
and steed.’*— Hierarchp qf Blessed Angels, p. 554. 

Besides these instances of Elfin chivalry above quoted, 
many others might be alleged in support of employing fairy 
machinery in this manner. The forest of Glcnraore, in the 
North Highlands, is believed to be haunted by a spirit called 
Lham-dmrg, in the array of an ancient warrior, having a 
bloody hand, from wMch he takes his name. He insists upon 
those with whom he meets doing battle with him and the 
clei^man, uko makes up an account of the district, extant 
in the Macfarlane MS. in the Advocates’ Library, gravely as- 
sures us, that, in bis time, Lham-dcdrg fought with three 
brothers whom he met in his walk, none of whom long sur- 
vived the ghostly conflict. Barclay, in his “Euphormion,* 
gives a singular account of an officer who had ventured, witl" 
his servant, rather to intrude upon a haunted house in a town 
in Flanders, than to put up with worse quarters elsewhere. 
After taking the usual precautions of proAiding fires, lights, 
and arms, they watched till midnight, when behold ! the se- 
vered arm of a man dropped from the ceiling *, this was fol- 
lowed by the legs, the other arm, the trunk, and tlie bead of 
the body, all separately. The members rolled together, 
united themselves in the presence of the astonished soldiers, 
and formeil a gigantic warrior, who defied them both to com- 
bat. Their blows, although they penetrated the body and 
amputated the limbs of their strange antagonist, had, as the 
reader may easily believe, little effect on an enemy who pos- 
sessed such powers of self-union ; nor did his efforts make 
more effectual impression U|K»n them. How the combat ter- 
minated I do not exactly remember, and have not the book 
by me ; but I think the spirit made to the intruders on his 
mansion the usual proposal, that they should renounce their 
redemption; which being declined, he was obliged to retract. 

The most singular tale of the Idnd is contained in an ex- 
tract comninnicated to me by my friend Mr. Surteesof Jiains- 
foilh, in the Bishopric, who copied it from a MS. note in a 
copy of Burthogge. “On the Nature of Spirits, 6vo, 1694,” 
which had been the property of the late Mr. Gill, attorney- 
general to Egerton, Bishop of Durham. “ It was not,” says 
my obliging correspondent, “in Mr, Gill’s own hand, but pro- 
bably an hundred years older, and was said to be, EUbro 
Convent JJnmdm. per T. C. contract, whom I believe to have 
been Thomas Cradocke, Esq. barrister, who held several of- 
fices under the See of Durham a hundred years ago, Mr. GiU 
was possessed of most of his manuscripts.” The extract, 
which, in fact, suggested the introduction of the tale into tlm 
present poem, runs thus : — 

Eem miram liujusmodi qum nosiris tmiporWus evenll, teste 
viro nohUi aejide dignissimo, enarrare hand pigehit. Radah 
pirns Bxilmer, cum e casiris, quee ttmc iemporis piropc Korhmn 
posita erant, dbUctationis causa, emisset, ac in ulterlore Tueda 
ripd praedam cum canibus lepor'arHs insequeretur, forte cwni 
Scotoquodam nohili, siM aniehaCjUt vidcbatiir,faniiUarikr 
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^ of individual affection entertained far him 

at / etc, ntfas eratjni^ kSs friends, m well as in the general respect and esteem of 

..... .^^h-Ank rnordinterpmia, alter utros \ pj ms mews, 


congy^ans at / etc, utfas erat tni^ hX’s^riends, well as in the general respect and esteem of 

Mlo^breiwmd inUrrogamn'k Scotland at large. His '^ife of Beattie,” whom he bofrienfled 

inrica,n»di,tovurm ““dpatonisodto life, a, weUascttoated 

was not long pubHshed, before the benevolent and affection 
ate biographer was called to follow the subject of his narni- 
tive. This melancholy event very shortly sueceoded the mar- 
riage of the friend, to whom this introduction is addressed, 

with one of Sir William’s daughters. 


indcmi inamioeursw . i-a. tj^rram 

^ccursu^equo pr^aeerrimo hosiis mpdu 
eversus mtare et capite leeso, sangumm, mortuo simihs, ei<h 
%miutseagre hahmtm comUerallomtusest amv 
pmkitmqite. mcdoaicxUiumnonalnegareiymmttuq^^^^^ 
Mkc^mnnirenimea^rarumcosnta^^^^^^ 

JM^paris rirginh Sanciove uUo, pr^fceJ mt vota ferret vel tn- 
ierscsecmciperet, seWevi mm vaffditm^ae 

nm me. Free angare mata condUio accepta est ; ac vetcra- 
t^rilknesmquid murmuris insimrrans, prelmsa 

mmu, dicto citim in pedes sanum ut antea sidilevanit. Nosier 
mtem, maxima praerei inaiidmnovitPUfQfmidmperm^^ 
M/Jesu! exclamat, vel quid similes ax siMto respieiens nec 
hostemme vUam aUum conspkit, equum soUm gravissimo 
nuper casi.i afflicium, per snmmam paern in rimJlMvii pasceri'- 
im. Adcasira itaque mirdbundns revertens, fidei 
rem primo occuUavit^ dein, confecto hello, Confessori stio totain 
assentit. Delusoria promt dubio res iota, ac mala veteratoris 
illius aperiiur fraus, qua liomlnm Chiisikmum ad vetitum 
tale auxiUiim pclUccret. Nomm uicimque mins {noUlis alias 
ac clari) retkendum duco, cum hand dubhmi sit quin Diah^ 
ius, Deo permitientCfformam quam Ubuent, immo angelUucis, 
sacro oculo Dei teste, posse asmmere.’' The MS. chronicle, 
from which Mr. Cradocke took this curious extract, cannot 
now be found in the Chapter Library of Durham, or, at least, 
has hitherto escaped the researches of my friendly correspon- 
dent. 

Lindesay is made to allude to this adventure of Ealph Bul- 
mer, as a well-known story, in the 4th Canto, Stanza xxii. 
p. 113. 

The northern champions of old were accustomed peculiarly 
to search for, and delight in, encounters with such military 
spectres. See a whole chapter on the subject, in Bartholi- 
wes, Be Causis contemptce Mortis a Danis, p. 253. 


Note 2 V. 


Close to the hut, m more Ms own. 

Close to the aid he sought in vain, 

'Ike mor 7 i may find the stiffen'd sicaln.—P*\OQ. 

I cannot help here mentioning, that, on the night in which 
those lines were written, suggested, as they were, by a sud- 
den fall of snow, beginning after sunset, an unfortunate man 
perished exactly in the manner here described, and his body 
was next morning found close to his own house. The acci- 
dent happened within five miles of the farm of Ashcstiel. 


Note 2 W. 

— Forbes.— T. luy. 


Sir William Forbes of Pitsligo, Baronet ; unequalled, por- 


NOTE 2 X., V, 

Friar Mush.— F. WB. 

Alias, “ Will o* the Wisp.” This personage is a strollmg 
demon, or who, once upon a time, got admittance 

into a monastery as a scullion, and played the monks many 
pranks. He was also a sort of Kobin Ooodfellow, and J ack o’ 
Lanthern. It is in allusion to this mischievous demon that 
Milton’s clown speaks,— 

« She was pinched, and pulled, she said, 

And ho by toa/Z/tTR Ici^^ 

“ The Histoiy of Friar Rush” is of extreme rarity, and, for 
some time, even the existence of such a book was donlited, 
although it is expressly alluded to by Reginald Scott, in las 

Discovery of Witchcraft.” 1 luive perused a copy in tlie 
valuable library of my friend Mr. Heber ; andl observe, from 
Mr. Beloe’s “ Anecdotes of literature,” that there is one in 
the excellent collection of the Marquis of Stafford. 


1 1 beg leave to quote a single instance from a veiy interest- 
ing passage. Sir David, recounting his attention to King 
James V. in his infancy, is made, by the learned editor’s punc- 
tuation, to say,— 

“ The first sillabis, that thou did mute. 

Was pa, da, lyn, upon the lute ; 

Then played I twenty springis perqueir, 

Quhiik was great plesour for to hear.” 

Vol. i. p. 7. 257. 

Mr. Chalmers docs not inform us, by note or glossary, what 
is meant by the King muting pa, da, lyn, upon the lutes" but 
any old woman in Scotland will bear witness, that pa, da, lyn’ 
are the first efforts of a child to say, ** fVhards Daoid Linde- 


Note 2 Y, 

Sir Dairid Lindesay of the Moimt, 
loot'd Lion Klng~alHinrw.—l\ lOJ). 

The late elaborate edition of Sir David Lindesay’s Works, 
by Mr. George Chalmcr.'i, has probably introdneed him to 
many of my readers. It is pcrh.aps to bo regretted, that the 
learned Editor had not bestowed more pains in elucidating his 
author, e^’en althougli he should have omitted, or at le.'ist 
reserved, his disquisitions on the origin of the language used 
by the poet : ^ But, with all its faults, his work is an accept- 
able present to Scottish antiquaries. Sir David Lindesay was 
well known for his early efforts in favour of the Reformed 
doctrines ; and, indeed, Ins play, coarse as it now seems, must 
have had a powerful effect upon the people of his age, 1 am 
uncertain if I abuse poetical licence, by introducing Sir David 
Lindesay in the character of Lion-Hcrald, sixteen years before 
he obtained that office. At any rate, I am not the first who 
has been guilty of the anachronism *, for the author of “ Fiod- 
den Field” despatches Dailainomit, which can mean nobody 
but Sir David de la Mont, to France, on the message of' de- 


say9"^ and that the subsequent words begin another sen- 
tence—' , 


Upon the lute 


Then played I twenty springis perqueir,” <ko. 

In another idaco, “justing lumis,” i. e. looms, orimplementfj 
of tilting, is facetiously interpreted “ playful limbs.” Many 
such minute errors could be pointed out ; but these are only 
mentioned incidentally, and not as diminishing the real merit 
of the edition. 


2 It is suggested by an ingenious correspondent, that Pa, dii 
lyn, ought rather to be interpreted, play, Davy Lyndtiuy. 
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fiance from James IV. to Henry VIII. It was often an office 
imposed on the Lion King-at-arms, to receive foreign ambas- 
sadors ; and Lindesay himself did this honour to Sir Kaiph 
Sadler, in 1539'40. Indeed, the oath of the Lion, in* its first 
article, bears reference to Ids frequent employment upon 
royal messages and embassies. 

The office of heralds, in feudal times, being held of the ut- 
most importance, the inauguration of the Kings-at-arms, who 
presided over their colleges, was proportionally solemn. In 
fact, it was the mimicry of a royal coronation, except that the 
unction was made with wine instead of oil. In Scotland, a 
namesake and kinsman of Sir David Lindesay, inaugurated in 
1592, ** was crowned by King James with the ancient crown 
of Scotland, which was used before the Scottish kings assumed 
a close crown and, on occasion of the same solemnity, dined 
at the King’s table, wearing the crown. It is probable that 
the coronation of his predecessor was not less solemn. So 
sacred was the herald’s office, that, in 1515, Lord Drummond 
was by Parliament declared guilty of treason, and his lands 
forfeited, because he had struck with his fist the Lion King- 
at-arms, when he reproved him for his follies’ ^ Nor was he 
restored, but at the Lion’s earnest solicitation. 


Note 2 Z. 

Cnchtoiin Gastk.—V 110. 

A large ruinous castle on the banks of the Tyne, about ten 
miles from Edinburgh. As indicated in the text, it was built 
at different times, and with a very diftering regard to splen- 
dour and accommodation. The oldest part of the building is 
a narrow keep, or tower, such as formed the mansion of a 
lesser Scottish baron ; but so many additions have been made 
to it, that there is now a large court-yard, surrounded by 
buildings of difierent ages. The eastern front of the court is 
raised above a portico, and decorated with entablatures, bear- 
ing anchors. All the stones of this front are cut into diamond 
facets, the angular projections of which have an uncommonly 
rich appearance. The inside of this part of the building ap- 
pears to have contained a gallery of great length, and uncom- 
mon elegance. Access was given to it by a magnificent stair- 
case, now quite destroyed. The soffits are ornamented with 
twining cordage and rosettes ; and the whole seems to have 
been far more splendid than was usual in Scottish castles. 
The castle belonged originally to the Chancellor, Sir William 
Crichton, and probably owed to him its first enlargement, as 
well as its being taken by the Earl of Douglas, who imputed 
to Crichton’s counsels the death of his predecessor, Earl Wil- 
liam, beheaded in Edinburgh Castle, with his brother, in 
1440. It is said to have been totally demolished on that occa- 


1 The record expresses, or rather is said to have expressed, 
tlie cause of forfeiture to be,— “ Eo quad Lmnem, armomm 
Jkgcm pngno violassct dim enm de ineptils mis admmeV* 
See Nisbet’s Heraldry, Part iv. chap. xvi. ; and Lksi-jei His- 
toria ad Anmtm 1515. 

2 [‘‘ In Scotland, formerly, as still in some parts of Greece, 
the great chieftains required, as an acknowledgment of their 
authority, that those who passed through their lands should 
repair to their castle, to explain the purpose of their journey, 
and receive the hospitality suited to their rank. To neglect 
this was held discourtesy in the great, and insolence in the 
inferior traveller-, and so strictly was the etiquette insisted 
on by some feudal lords, that the Lord Oliphant is said to 
have planted guns at his castle of Newtyle in Angus, so as to 
command the high road, and compel all restive passengers to 
do this act of homage. 

“It chanced when such ideas were predominant, that the 
Lord of Crichton Castle received intelligence that a Southern 


Sion ; but the present state of the nun shows the contrary 
In 1483, it was garrisoned by Lord Crichton, then it# proprio* 
tor, against King James III., whose displeasure he had in. 
curred by seducing his sister Margaret, in revenge, it is said, 
for the Monarch having dishonoured his bed. From the 
Crichton family the castle passed to that of the Hepburns, 
Earls Bothwell ; and when the forfeitures of Stewart, the last 
Earl Bothwell, were divided, the barony and castle of Crichton 
fell to the share of the Earl of Buccleuch. They were after- 
wards the property of the Pringles of Clifton, and are now 
that of Sir John Callander, Baronet. If^were to be wished 
the proprietor would take a little pains to preserve these 
splendid remains of antiquity, which are at present used as 
a fold for sheep, and wintering cattle; although, perhaps, 
there are very few ruins In Scotland which display so well 
the style and beauty of ancient castle-architccturc. The cas- 
tle of Crichton has a dungeon vault, called the Massy More^ 
The epithet, which is not uncommonly applied to the prisons 
of other old castles in Scotland, is of Saracenic origin. It oc- 
curs twice in the “ Epistolcs Itineraries’* of Tollius. “ Car- 
eer suhterranms, dve, lit Mauri appellant, Mazmouba,” p. 
147; and again, “ Cogimtur omiics Captivi sub nociem in er- 
gasiula subterranea, ques Turccs Algezerani vacant Mazmok- 
RAS,” p. 243. The same word applies to the dungeons of the 
ancient Moorish castles in Spain, and serves to show from 
what nation the Gothic style of castle-building was originally 

derived.2 


Note 3 A. 

Earl Adam Hepburn — P. 110. 

He was the second Earl of Bothwell, and fell in the field of 
Flodden, where, according to an ancient English poet, he dis- 
tinguished himself by a furious attempt to retrieve the day-.— . 

Then on the Scottish part, right proud. 

The Earl of Bothwell then out brast, 

And stepping forth, with stomach good, 

Into the enemies’ throng he tlirast ; 

An^ Bothicell f Bothwell! cried bold, 

To cause his souldiers to ensue, 

But there he caught a Wellcome cold, 

The Englishmen straight down him threw. 

Thus Hahum through his hardy heart 
His fatal fine in conflict found,” &c. 

P'lodden Field, a Poem ; edited by 
H. Weber. Edin. 18<)8. 

Adam was grandfather to James, Earl of Bothwell, too well 
known in the history of Queen Mary. 


cliieftain of high rank, some say Scott of Buccleuch, was to 
pass his dwelling on his return from court. The Lord of Crich- 
ton made great preparation to banquet his expected guest, 
who nevertheless rode past the castle without paying the 
expected visit. In his first burst of indgnation, the Baron 
pursued the discourteous traveller with a body of horse, made 
him prisoner, and confined him in the dungeon, while he him- 
self and his vassals feasted upon the good cheer which had 
been provided. With the morning, however, came refiection, 
and anxiety for the desperate feud which impended, as the 
necessary consequence of his rough proceeding. It is said, 
that, hy WQ.^ of amende hoTioredde, the Baron, upon the second 
day, placed his compelled guest in his seat of honour in the 
hall, while he himself retired into his own dungeon, and thus 
did at once penance for his rashness, satisfied the honour of 
the stranger chief, and put a stop to the feud which must 
otherwise have taken place between them.”— Sir WAi.TEa 
Scott’s Mkcellamous Prose Works,-Ko\. vii. pp. ilr2-3. ]— Ed 
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■ Note SB, 

For ihit a rMS$mst:rfmm heaven^ 
m i-uin to Jama had eoumelgiveUa 
Jgjimi the JRaglish tear.— P. Ill 


Thisston is told bj Pitscottie with characteristic sirapli- 
my The fving, seeing that France could get no support of 
him for that time, made a proclamation, full hastily, through 
ail the reaisn of Scotland, both east and west, south and north, 
as well in the isles as in the firm land, to all manner of men 
between sixty and sixteen years, that they should be ready, 
within twenty days, to pass with him, with forty days victual, 
tod to meet at the Burrow-muir of Edinburgh, and there to 
pass forward where he pleased. His proclamations were 
hastily obeyed, contrary the Council of Scotland’s will ; but 
every man loved his prince so well that they would, on no 
ways disobey him ; but every man caused make his proclama- 
tion so hastily, conform to the charge of the King’s procla- 
mation. 

‘*The King came to Lithgow, where he happened to be 
for the time at the Council, very sad and dolorous, making his 
devotion to God, to send him good chance and fortune in his 
voyage. In this meantime there came a man, clad iii a blue 
gown, in at the kirk door, and belted about him in a roll of 
linen cloth ; a pair of brotikings^ on his feet, to the great of 
his legs ; with all other hose and clothes conform thereto : but 
he had nothing on his head, but syde S red yellow hair behind, 
and on his hafiVts,^ which wan down to Ms shoulders; hut his 
forehead was bald and bare. He seemed to be a man of two- 
years, with a great pike-staff in his hand, and came 
first forward among the lords, crying and speiring * for the 
King, saying, he desired to speak with him. WTiile, at the * 
ame where the King was sitting in the desk at his 
but when he saw the King, he made him little reve- 
rence or salutation, but leaned down groffiing on the desk 
before him, and said to Mm in this manner, as after follows. 

* Sir King, my mother hath sent me to you, desiring you not to 
pa-ss, at this time, where thou art purposed ; for if thou does, 
thou wilt not fare well in thy journey, nor none that passeth 
with thee. Further, she bade thee mell 5 with no ^Yoman, nor 
use their counsel, nor kt them touch thy body, nor thou 
theirs; for, if thou do it, thou w'ilt be confounded and brought 
to shame.’ 

“ By tills man liad spoken thir words luUo the King's grace, 
the evening-!*ong was near done, and the King paused on thir 
w'ords, sfuilving to give him an an.swer ; but, in the meantime, 
before tltC! .Ki,ns''seycs, and in the presence of all the lords that 
Wire about him fur the lime, this man vanished away, and 
could no ways be .seen or comprehended, but vanished away 
as he bad been a blink of the sun, or a whip of the whirlwind, 
and could no more be seeti. I hc;ird say. Sir David Lindesay 
I.yuij-lierauld,and Joim Inglis the marshal, who were, at that 
time, young men, and special servants to the King’s grace, 
were staruling presently beside the King, who thought to have 
laid hands on this man, that they might have speirod further 
tidings at him ; But ail for nought ; they could not touch 
him ; for he vanished away betwixt them, and was no more 
mmF '. ■■ 

Buchanan, in more elegant, though not more impressive 
language, tells the same story, and quotes the personal iufor- 
mation of our Sir David Lindesay: “ In m, (i. e. qui propins 
mtitirant} /u‘d Bavid Lindesius, Monlamts^ homo speetat^ 
fidii ei proiiUaifS, nec a likramm studiis alienus, et eitjtis to- 
tim Vitos imor lomjissme a mmikmlooberrat; aquonlnego 
tec uU iradidi, pro certis accepissein, ut vulgatam vanis ru- 
Knoritm fabuium, ommurus mtm.”— Lib. xiii. The King’s 
throne, in St. Catherine’s aisle, which he had constructed for 
Mmseif, with twelve stalls fertile Knights Companions of the 


apparition was seen. I know not by what means St. Andrew 
got the credit of having been the celebrated monitor of James 
IV. ; for the expression in Lindesay’s narrative, “ My mother 
has sentrme,” could only be used by St. John, the adopted son 
of the Virgin Mary. The whole story is so well attested, that 
we have only the choice between a miracle or an imposture. 
Mr. Pinkerton plausibly ai:gues, from the caution against in- 
continence, that the Queen was privy to the scheme of those 
who had recourse to this expedient to deter King Janies 
from Ms impolitic war. 


Note 3 C. 


The wild-buck beUs.—T. 111. 

I am glad of an opportunity to describe the cry of the deer 
by another word than braying, alfliough the latter has been 
sanctified by the use of the Scottish metrical translation of 
the Psalms. Jdell seems to be an abbreviation of bellow. 
This sylvan sound conveyed great delight to our ancestors, 
chiefiy, I suppose, from association. A gentle knight in the 
reign of Henry VIIL, Sir Thomas Wortley, built Wantley 
Lodge, in 'Wancliffe Forest, for the pleasure (as an ancient 
inscription testifies) of “ listening to the hart’s hellF 


Note 3 D. 

June saw Ms father's P. 111. 

The rebellion against James HI. was signalized by the 
cruel circumstance of his son’s presence in the hostile army 
When the King saw his own banner displayed against him, 
and his son in the faction of his enemies, he lost the little 
courage he had ever pos.sessed, fled out of the field, fell from 
his horse as it started at a woman and water-pitcher, and 
w*as slain, it is not well understood by whom. James IV., 
after the battle, passed to Stirling, and hearing the monks of 
the chapel-royal deploring the death of his father, their foun- 
der, he was seized with deep remorse, which manifested it- 
self in severe penances. See a following Note on stanza ix. 
of canto V. The battle of Sanchie-burn, in which James III. 
fell, was fought Kith June, 1483. 


Note 3 E. 


The Horvifgii-moor.—'P. 114. 

The Borough, or Common Moor of Edinburgh, was of very 
great extent, reaching from the southern walls of the city to 
the bottom of Braid Hills. It was anciently a forest ; and, in 
that state, was so great a nuisance, that the inhabitants of 
Edinburgh had permission granted to them of huilding w'ooden 
ganerie.s, projecting over the street, in order to encourage 
them to consume the timber, which they seem to have done 
very effectually. When J ame.s IV. mustered the array of the 
kingdom there, in 1513, the Borough-moor was, according to 
Hawthomden, “ a field spacious, and delightful by the shade 
of many stately and aged oaks.” Upon that, and similar oc- 
casions, the royal standard is traditionally said to have been 
displayed from the Hare-Stane, a high stone, now built into 
the wall, on the left hand of the high~way leading towards 
Braid, not far from the hcadof Burntsfield Links. The Hare- 
Stane probably derives it name from the British word Har^ 
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Note S'F. ' ■ I 

Pai-iliom.—F. 114- | 

S do not exactly know the Scottish mode of encampment in 
1513, but Patten gives a curioxts description of that which he 
saw after the battle of Pinkey, in 1547 Here now, to say 
somewhat of the manner of their camp. As they had no pavi- 
Mons, or round houses, of any commendahle compass, so 
wear there few other tentes with posts, as the used manner 
of making is ; and of these few also, none of above twenty 
foot length, but most far under ; for tbe most part all very 
sumptuously beset, (aftertheirfashion,) for the loveof France, 
with fieur-de-lys, some of blue buckeram, some of black, and 
some of some other colours. These white ridges, as I call 
them, that, as we stood on Fauxsyde Bray, did make so great 
muster toward us, which I did take then to be a number of 
tentes, when we came, we found it a linen drapery, of the 
coarser camhryk in dede, for it was all of canvas sheets, and 
wear the tenticles, or rather cahyns and couches of their sol- 
diers ; the which (much after the common building of their 
country beside) had they framed of four sticks, about an ell 
long a piece, whearof two fastened together at one end aloft, 
and the two endes beneath stuck in the ground, an ell asun- 
der, standing in fashion like the bowes of a sowes yoke ; over 
two such howes (one, as it were, at their head, the other at 
their feet,) they stretched a sheet down on both sides, where- 
by their cabin became roofed like a ridge, but skant shut at 
both ends, and not very close beneath on the sides, xmless 
their sticks were the shorter, or their xvives the more liberal 
to lend them larger napery ; howheit, when they had lined 
them, and stuff’d them so thick with straw, with the weather 
as it was not very cold, when they wear ones couched, they 
were as w'arm as they had been wrapt in horses dung.’*— • 
P-attjsn's Accuunt of Smierset's Expeditloru 


Note 3 G. 

m proud Scotland's royal shield, 

The ruddy lion ramp'd in goM.-^P. 114. 

The well-known arms of Scotland. If yon will believe Boe- 
thius and Buchanan, the double tressure round the shield, 
mentioned, counter feur-de -lysed or Ungued and armed 
azure, was first assumed by Echaius, King of Scotland, con- 
temporary of Charlemagne, and founder of the celebrated 
League with France; but later antiquaries make poor Eoeby, 
or Achy, little better than a sort of King of Brentford, whom 
old Grig (who has also swelled into Gregorius Magnus) asso- 
ciated with himself in the important duty of governing some 
part of the north-eastern coast of Scotland. 


Note 3 H. 

Caledonia's Queen is cJiajiged^—'P. 116. 

The Old Town of Edinburgh was secured on the north side 
by a lake, now drained, and on the south by a wall, which 
there was some attempt to make defensible even so late as 1745. 
The gates, and the greater part of the wall, have been pulled 
down, in the course of the late extensive and beautiful en- 
largement of the city. My ingenious and valued friend, Mr. 
Thomas Campbell, proposed to celebrate Edinburgh under 
the epithet here borrowed. But the Queen of the North ” has 
not been so fortunate as to receive from so eminent a pen the 
proposed distinction. 


, , -Noti/'B i.' . . 

Since first, when conquering York arose. 

To Henry meek site gave repose<.—F<, 117- 

Henry VI., with his Queen, hxs heir, and the chiefs of h-'s 
family, fled to Scotland after the fatal battle of Towton. In 
this note a doubt was formerly expressed, whether Henry VI. 
came to Edinburgh, though his Queen certainly did ; Mr. Pin- 
kerton inclining to believe that he remained at Kirkcud- 
bright. But my noble friend. Lord Napier, has pointed out 
to me a grant by Henry, of an annuity of forty marks to his 
Lordship's ancestor, John Napier, subscribed by the King 
himself, at Edinburgh, the 28th day of August, in the thirty- 
ninth year of his reign, which corresponds to the year of God, 
1461. This grant, Douglas, with his usual neglect of accu- 
racy, dates in 1368. But this error being corrected fmm the 
copy in Macfarlane’s MSS., p. 119, 20, removes all scepticism 
on the subject of Henry VI. being really at Edinburgh. John 
Napier was son and heir of Sir Alexander Napier, and about 
this time was Provost of Edinburgh. The hospi table reception 
of the distressed monarch and his family, called forth on Scot- 
land the encomium of Molinet, a contemporary poet. The 
English people, he says,— 

“ Ung nouvemt roy erierent, 

Par despiteux vouloir, 
i4el en dcbouUrent, 

Et son legitime hoir, 

QidfuytyfaUa prendre, 

B'Escossi Ugarand, 

Be tons siecles le mendre, 

Et le plus toUerant." 

Becollection des Avanturea. 


Note 3 K. 

I die romantic strain, 

I Whose Anglo-Norman tones whilere 

I Could win die royal Henry's ear,— P. 117, 

1 

Mr. Ellis, in his valuable Introduction to the ** Specimens 
of Bomance,” has proved, by the concurring testimony of La 
Ravaillere, Treasan, but especially the Abbdde la Bue, that 
the courts of our Anglo-Norman Kings, rather than those of 
the French monarch, produced the birth of Romance litera- 
tufi. Marie, soon after mentioned, compiled from Armorican 
originals, and translated into Norman-French, or romance 
language, the twelve curious Lays, of which Mr. Ellis iias 
given us a pricU in the Appendix to his Introduction- The 
story ofBlondel, the famous and faithful minstrel of Richard 1. 
nee^ no commentary. 


Note 3 L. 

The cloth-yard arrows.— P, US. 

This is no poetical exaggeration. In some of the counties 
of England, distinguished for archery, shafts of this extraor- 
dinary length were actucdly used. Thus, at the battle of 
Biackheath, between the troops of Henry VII., and the Cor- 
nish insmpients, in 14£>6, the bridge of Dartford was defended 
by a picked band of archers from the rebel army, “ whose ar- 
rows,” says Hollinshed, ** were in length a full cloth yard.’* 
The Scottish, according to Aseham, had a proverb, that evoi-y 
English archer carried under Ms helt twenty-four Scots, in 
allusion to his bundle of unerring shafts. 
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JSTote 3 M. 


A banquet rich, and costly wines.--T?. UJ), 


To pass, to wheel, the croupe to gain, 
Jnd high citrvett, that not in vain. 
The sword sway might descend amain 
Onfoctmn’s casque 'P, IIS. 


In all transactions of great or petty importance, and among 
whomsoever talcing place, it would seem that a present of 
wine was a uniform and indispensable preliminary. It was 
not to Sir John Falstaif alone that such an introductory pre- 
face was necessary, however well judged and acceptable on 
the part of Mr. Brook ; for Sir Ealph Sadler, while on an 
embassy to Scotland in 1539-4d, mentions, with complacency, 
the same night came Eothcsay {the herald so called) to me 
again, and brought me wine from the King, both white and 
’Clifford’s Edition, p. 39. 


** The most useful air, as the Frenchmen term it, is terri- 
ierrj the courbeiies, cabriotes, or un pas et un sault, being fit- 
ter for horses of parade and triumph than for soldiers; yet I 
cannot deny but a demivolte with courbettes, so that they be 
not too high, may be aseful in a fight or tneslee,’ for, as La- 
broue hath it, in his Book of Horsemanship, Monsieux de 
Montmorency having a horse that was excellent in perform- 
ing the dmivolte, did, with his sword, strike down two adver- 
saries from their horses in a tourney, where divers of the 
prime gallants of France did meet ; for, taking his time, when 
the horse was in the height of his courbeite, and discharging a 
blow then, his sword fell with such weight and force upon 
the two cavaliers, one after another, that he struck them 
from their horses to the ground.”-— Lore? Herbert of Cher- 
bum’s Life, p. 48. 


his iron-bdf, 

Thai bound Ms breast in penaneepain, 
In mmory of Ms father slaln.-^V. 120. 


Few readers need to be reminded of this belt, to the weight 

of which James added certain ounces every year that he lived. 

Pitscottie founds his belief, that James was not slain in the 
battle of Floddcn, because the English never had this token 
Note 3 N, iron-belt to show to any Scottishman. The person and 

character of James are delineated according to our best his- 
JSTe saw the hardy burghers there torians. His romantic disiiosition, which led him highly to 

March arwHd on foot with faces P. 118. relish gaiety, approaching to license, was, at the same time, 

tinged with enthusiastic devotion. These propensities some- 
The Scottish burgesses were, like yeomen, appointed to be times formed a strange contrast. He was wont, during his fits of 
armed with bows and sheaves, sword, buckler, knife, spear, devotion, to assume the dress, and conform to the rules, of the 
or a good axe instead of a bow, if worth iilOO: their armour order of Franciscans ; and when he had thus done penance 
to be of white or bright harness. They wore white hats, i. e, for some time in Stirling, to plunge again into the tide of 
bright steel caps, without crest or visor. By an act of James pleasure. Probably, too, with no unusual inconsistency, he 
IV. their weapon-sekawings are appointed to be held four sometimes laughed at the superstitious observances to which 
times a-year, under the aldermen or bailiffs. he at other times subjected liimself. There is a very singular 

poem by Dunbar, seemingly addressed to James IV., on one 
of these occasions of monastic seclusion. It is a most daring 

and profane parody on the services of the Church of Home 

entitled,—* 

“ Dunbar’s Dirige to the King, 

Note 3 0* Bydhig ower lang in StrmUng, 


On foot the yeoman too 

Each at his back {a slender store) 

His forty days’ provision bore, 

His arms were halbert, axe, or spear. 


We that are here, in heaven’s glory, 
To you that are in Purgatory, 
Commend us on our hearty wise ; 

I mean wc folks in Paradise, 

In Edinburgh, with all merriness. 

To you in Stirling, with distress, 
Wliere neither pleasure nor delight is, 
For pity this epistle writis,” die. 


Bows and quivers were in vain recommended to the pea- 
santry of Scotland, by repeated statutes ; spears and axes 
seem universally to have been used instead of them. Their 
defensive armour was the plate-jack, hauberk, or brigantine ; 
and their missile weapons crossbows and culverins. All wore See the whole in. Sibbald’s Collection, vol. i. p. 234. 
swords of excellent temper, according to Patten ; and a vo- 
luminous handkerchief round their neck, not for cold, but 

for cutting.” The mace also was much used in the Scottish 

army ; The old poem on the battle of Flodden mentions a NoTE 3 R 

band-—, 

« Who manfully did meet their foes. sir Hugh the Heron’s wife.— P. 120. 

, With leaden mauls, and lances long.” 

It has been already noticed, [see note to stanza xiii. of canto 
When the feudal array ot the kingdom was called forth, i.] that King James’s acquaintance with Lady Heron of Ford 
each man was obliged to appear with forty days* provision, did not commence luitll he marched into England. Our his- 
Whjm this was expended, which took place before the battle torians impute to the King’s infatuated passion the delays 
ofHodden. the army melted away of course. Almost all the which led to the fatal defeat of Flodden. The author of 
Sojttkh forces, except afewknighls, men-at-arms, and the “The Genealogy of the Heron Family” entleavours, with 
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James and Surrey, !s certain. See PiNKJEaTON’s Ekiorjt^ and 
the authorities he refers to, vol. ii. p. 99. Heron of Ford had 
been, in 1511, in some sort accessory to the slaughter of Sir 
Eobert Kerr of Cessford, Warden of the Middle Marches. It 
was committed by his brother the bastard, Lilbnm, and 
Starked, three Borderers. Lilbnrn and Heron of Ford were 
delivered up by Henry to James, and were imprisoned in tbe 
fortress of Fastcastle, where the former died. Part of the 
pretence of Lady Ford's negotiations with James was the 
liberty of her husband. 


Note 3 S. 

The fair Queen of France 
Sent him a turqmis ring and glare. 

And charged him, as her knight and love. 

For licr to break a toMcc.—P. 120. 

Also the Queen of France wrote a love-letter to the Fling 
of Scotland, calling him her lore, showing him that she had 
suffered much rebuke in France for the defending of his hon- 
our. She believed surely that he would recompense her, 
again with some of his Mngly support in her necessity ; that is 
to say, that he would raise her an army, and come three foot 
of ground on English ground, for her sake. To that effect she 
sent him a ring off her dnger, with fourteen thousand French 
crowns to pay his expenses.” Pitscottie, p. IIH — A turquois 
ring; probably this fatal gift Is, with James’s sword and dagger, 
preserved in the College of Heralds, Loudon. 


Note 3 T. 

Archibald BeU~thc-Cat.-~F. 122. 

Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus, a man remarkable for 
strength of body and mind, acquired the popular name of 
Bell-the-Cat, upon the following remarkable occasion James 
the Third, of whom Pitscottie complains, that he delighted 
more in music, and ^‘policies of building,” than in hunting, 
hawking, and other noble exercises, was so ill advised, as to 
make favourites of his architects and musicians, whom the 
same historian irreverently terms masons and fiddlers. His 
nobility, who did not sympathize in the King’s respect for the 
fine arts, were extremely incensed at the honours conferred 
on those persons, particularly on Cochrane, a mason, who had 
been created Earl of Mar; and, seizing the opportunity, when, 
in 1482, the King had convoked the whole array of the country 
to march against the English, they held a midnight council 
in the church of Lauder, for the purpose of forcibly removing 
these minions from the King’s person. When all had agreed 
on the propriety of this measure, Lord Gray told the assembly 
the apologue of the Mice, who had formed a resolution, that it 
would be highly advantageous to their community to tie a 
bell round the cat’s neck, that they might hear her approach 
at a distance ; but which public measure unfortunately mis- 
carried, from no mouse being willing to undertake the task of 
fastening the bell. “ I understand the moral,” said Angus, 
** and, that what we propose may not lack execution, I will 
beU'the-cat” The rest of the strange scene is thus told by 
Pitscottie 

“ By this was advised and spoken by thir lords foresaid, 
Ctxjhran, the Earl of Alar, came from the King to the council, 

' which council was holden in tt'c kirk of Lauder for the time,) 
was well accompanied wit): a band of men of war, to the 


number of three hundr<*d light axes, all cUid in white livorv, 
and black bends thereon, that they might be known 
Cochran the Earl of Mar’s men. Himself was clad in a rid- 
ing-pie of black velvet, with a great chain of gold about his 
neck, to the value of five hundred crowns, and four blowing 
i horns, with both the ends of gold and silk, set with a preci- 
} ous stone, called a berryl, hanging in the midst. This Cochran 
had his heumont borne before him, overgilt with gold, and so 
were all the rest of his boras, and all his pallions were of fine 
canvas of silk, and the cords thereof fine twined silk, and 
chains upon his pallions were double overgilt with gold. 

“ This Cochran was so proud in his conceit, that he counted 
no lords to be marrows to him, therefore he rushed 
the kirk-door. The council inquired who it was 
turbed them at that time. Sir Eobert Douglas, Laird of 
Lochleven, was keeper of the kirk-door at that time, who 
quirc'd who that was that knocked so rudely? and Cochran 
answered, ‘ This is I, the E.arl of Mar.’ The which 
pleased well the lords, because they were ready houn 
j take him, as is before rehearsed. Then the Earl of Angus 
j passed hastily to the door, and with him Sir Eobert Doughis 
! of Lochleven, there to receive in the Earl of Mar, and so many 
of his complices who were there, as they thought good. A nd 
the Earl of Angus met with the Earl of Mar, as he came m 
at the door, and pulled the golden chain from his craig, 
said to him, a tow^ would set him better. Sir Eobert Douglas 
syne pulled the blowing horn from him in like manner, and 
said, ‘ He had been the hunter of mischief over long.’ 
Cochran asked, ‘ My lords, is it mows, 2 or earnest?’ 
answered, and said, * It is good earnest, and so then shalt 
find ; for thou and thy complices have abused our prince this 
long time ; of whom thou shalt have no more credence, but 
shalt have thy reward according to thy good service, asthcu 
hast deserved in times bypast ; right so the rest of thy fol- 
lowers.’ 

Notwithstanding, the lords held them quiet till they 
caused certain armed men to pass into the King’s paIJioii, and 
two or three wise men to pass with them, and give the King 
fair pleasant words, till they laid hands on all the King’s ser- 
vants, and took them and hanged them before his eyes over 
the bridge of Lawder. Incontinent they brought forth Coch- 
ran, and his hands bound with a tow, who desired them to take 
one of his own pallion tows and bind his hands, for bethought 
shame to have his hands bound with such tow of hemp, like a 
thief. The lords answered, he was a traitor, he deserved no 
better; and, for despight, they took a hair tether, 3 and hanged 
him over the bridge of Lawder, above the rest of his com- 
plices.” — Pitscottie, p. 78, folio edit. 


Againstthewar had Angus stood. 

And chafedhisrogal Aoni.— P. 122. 

Angus was an old man when the war against Englatid was 
resolved upon. He earnestly spoke against that measure from 
its commencement ; and, on the eve of the battle of Flodden, 
remonstrated so freely upon the impolicy of fighting, that the 
King said to him, with scorn and indignation, ‘‘ if he was 
afraid he might go home.” The Earl burst into tears at this 
insupportable insult, and retired accordingly, leaving his sons 
George, Master of Angus, and Sir William of Glenbervie, to 
command his folio w'ers. They w'ere both slain in the battle, 
with two hundred gentlemen of the name of Douglas. The 
aged Earl, broken-hearted at the calamities of his house and 
his country, retired into a religious house, where he died about 
a year after the field of Flodden. 
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•>rOTE 3 V. 

Tuhtallon hoki.'^ P, 122. 

The niias of Tantallon Castle occupy a high rock projecting 
into the German Oceans about two miles east of North Ber- 
wick. The building is not seen till a close approach, as there 
is rising ground betwixt it and the laud. The circuit is of 
large extent, fenced upon three sides by the precipice which 
overhangs the sea, and on the fourth by a double ditch and 
very strong outworks. Tantallon was a principal castle of 
the Douglas family, and when the Earl of Angus was banished, 
in 1527, it continued to hold out against James V. The King 
went in person against it, and for its reduction, borrowed from 
the CMtle of Dunbar, then belonging to the Duke of Albany, 
two great cannons, whose names, asPitscottie informs us with 
laudable minuteness, were ** Thrawn-mouth’d Meg and her 
Marrow,” also, ‘‘two great hotcards, and two moyan,two 
double falcons, and four quarter falcons ; ” for the safe guiding 
and re-delivery of which, three lords wore laid in pawm at 
Dunhar. Y et, notwithstaud Ing all this apparatus, James was 
forced to Kiise the siege, and only afterwards obtained pos- 
session of Tantallon by treaty with the governor, Simon Pa- 
nango. When the Earl of Angus returned from banishment, 
upon the death of James, he again obtained possession of Tan- 
tallon, audit actually aiforded refuge to an English ambassa- 
dor, under circumstances similar to those described in the 
text. This was no other than the celebrated Sir Ealph Sadler, 
who resided there for some time under Angus’s protection, 
after the failure of his negotiation for matching the infant 
Mary with Edward VI. He says, that though this place was 
poorly furnished, it was of such strength as might warrant 
him against the malice of his enemies, and that he now thought 
himself out of danger.i 

lliere is a military tradition, that the old Scottish March 
was meant to express the words, 

Ding down Tantallon, 

Mak a brig to the Bass. 

lantallon was at length “ dung down” and ruined by the 
Covenanters; its lord, the Marquis of Douglas, being a 
favourer of the royal cause. The castle and barony were sold 
in the beginning of the eighteenth century to President Diil- 
rymple of North Berwick, by the then Marquis of Douglas. 


Note 3 W. 

Their motto on his blade.— 122. 

A very ancient sword, in possession of Lord Douglas, bears, 
among a great deal of flourishing, two hands pointing to a 
heart, which is placed betwixt them, and the date 1329, being 
the year in which Bruce charged the Good Lord Douglas to 
carry his heart to the Holy Land. The following lines (the 
first couplet of which is quoted by Godseroft as a popular 
saying in his time) are inscribed around the emblem : 

“ So mony guid as of ye Dovglas beinge, 

Of ane surname was ne’er in Scotland seine, 

I will ye charge, efter yat I depart, 

To holy grawe, and thair bury my hart ; 

Let it remane ever bothjb tvmk an© howr, 

'lo ye last day I sie my Saviour. 


i The very curious State Papers of this able negotiator were, 
in 1310, published by Mr. Cliflbrd, with some notes by the 
■Author of Maxmion. 


I do protest in tyme of al my ringe. 

Ye lyk subject had never ony keing.” 

This curious and valuable relic was nearly lost during the 
civil war of 1745-6, being carried away from Douglas-Castie by 
some of those in arms for Prince Charles. But great interest 
having been made by the Duke of Douglas among the chief 
partisans of the Stuart, it was at length restored, it resembles 
a Highland claymore, of the usual size, is of an excellent 
temper, and admirably poised. 


Note 3 X. 

Slartin Swart—'?. 124. 

A German general, who commanded the auxiliaries sent 
by the Duchess of Burgundy with Lambert Simnel. He was 
defeated and killed at Stokefield. The name of this German 
general is preserved by that of the field of battle, which is 
called, after him, Swart- moor.— There were songs about him 
long current in England.— See Dissertation prefixed to Rrr- 
son’s Ancient Soiuj'^, 1702, p. Ixi. 


■ Note 3 Y. 

Perchance some form was unobserved ; 

Perchance in praijer, or faith, he swermi.—?. 124 

It was early necessary for those who felt themselves obliged 
to believe in the divine judgment being enunciated in the triiil 
by duel, to find salvos for the strange and obviously preca- 
rious chances of the combat. Various curious evasive shifts, 
used by those who took up an unrighteous quarrel, were suii- 
posed sufBcient to cohvert it into a just one. Thus, in the ro- 
mance of “ Amys and Amelion,” the one brother-in-arms, 
fighting for the other, disguised in his armour, swears that he 
did not commit the crime of which the Steward, his antago- 
gonist, truly, though maliciously, accused him whom he re- 
presented. Brantome tells a story of an Italian, who en- 
tered the lists upon an unjust quarrel, but, to make his cause 
good, fled from his enemy at the first onset. “ Turn, coward !” 
exclaimed his antagonist. “ Thou Host,” said the Italian, 
“ coward am I none ; and in this quarrel will I fight to the 
death, but my first cause of combat was unjust, and I aban- 
don it.” “ Jc vous laisse d penserf adds Brantome, “j’/i 
n'y a pas de Vahies W* Elsewhere he says, very sensibly, upon 
the confidence vv'hieli those who had a righteous cause enter- 
tained of victory : “ Un autre abus y acuit-il, qae ceux qid 
avoknt un juste suhjet de qiicrelle, et qiCon Icsfuisoit jurcr 
avant enirer au camp, pensoient estre aussitost vainquenrs, 
voire s*en assuroicnt-t-ils dii tout, mesmes que Iciirsconfesseurs 
parrahis et confidants leursen respandoieni tout-dfait, conirne 
si Pirn Imr cn east dontk une patente; et ne regardant point 
d d''aitires faiitcs pmsdes, et que Pieii en garde la pimition d 
ce coup Id pour plus grande, despltcusc, et ea’cmntodn’.”— Dis- 
cours sur les Duels. 


Note 3 Z. 

The Cross.—?. 125. 

The Cross of Edinburgh was an ancient and curious struc- 
ture. The lower part was an octagonal tower, sixteen feet in 
diameter, and about fifteen feet high. At each angle there 
was a pillar, and between them an arch, of the Grecian shape. 
Above these was a projecting battlement, with a turret at 
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eacli corner, ancl medallions, of rude l)ut curious workman- 
ship, between them. Above this rose the proper Cross, a co- 
lumn of one stone, upwards of twenty feet high, surmounted 
with a unicorn. This pillar is preserved in the grounds of the 
property of Drum, near Edinburgh. The Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, in 1756, with consent of the Lords of Session {proh 
pudorl) destroyed this curious monument, imder a wanton 
pretext that it encumbered the street ; while, on the one hand, 
they left an ugly mass called the Luckeiibooths, and, on the 
other, an awkward, long, and low guard-house, which were j 
fifty times more encumbrance than the venerable and inoffen- i 
sive Cross. 1 

From the tower of the Cross, so long as it remained, the he- 
ralds published the acts of Parliament ; and its site, marked 
by radii, diverging from a stone centre, in the High Street, is 
still the place where proclamations are made. j 


Note 4 A. 

This air/iil siwimons cam.—T. 125. 

This supernatural citation is mentioned by all our Scottish 
historians. It was, probably, like the apparition at Linlith- 
gow, an attempt, by those averse to the war, to impose upon 
the superstitious temper of James IV- The following account 
from Pitscottie is characteristically minute, and furnishes, be- 
sides, some curious particulars of the equipment of the army 
of James IV. I need only add to it, that Plotcock, or Plu- 
tock, is no other than Pluto. The Christians of the middle 
ages by no means misbelieved in the existence of the heathen 
deities; they only considered them as devils and Plotcock, 
so far from implying any thing fabulous, was a synonyme of 
the grand enemy of mankind. “ Yet all thir warnings, and 
uncouth tidings, nor no good counsel, might stop the King, at 
this present, from his vain purpose, and wicked enterprise, 
but hasted him fast to Edinburgh, and there to make his pro- 
vision and furnishing, in having forth his army against the 
day appointed, that they should meet in the Burrow-muir of 
Edinburgh i That is to say, seven cannons that he had forth of 
the Castle of Edinburgh, which were called the Seven Sisters, 
casten by Robert Borthwick, the master-gunner, with other 
small artillery, bullet, powder, and all manner of order, as 
the master-gunner could devise. 

In this meantime, when they were taking forth their ar- 
tillery, and the King being in the Abbey for the time, there 
was aery heard at the Market-cross of Edinburgh, at the hour 
of midnight, proclaiming as it had been a summons, which 
was named and called by the proclaimer thereof. The Sum- 
mons of Plotcock; which desired all men to compear, both 
Earl, and Lord, and Baron, and all honest gentlemen within 
the town, (every man specified by his own name,) to compear, 
within the space of forty days, before his master, where it 
Should happen him to appoint, andhe for the time, under the 
pain of disobedience. But whether this summons was pro- 
claimed by vain persons, night-walkers, or drunken men, for ! 
their pastime, or if it was a spirit, I cannot tell truly ; hut it i 
was shewn to me, that an indweller of the town, Mr. Richard ■ 
Lawson, being evil-disposed, ganging in his gallery-stair fore - 1 
anent the Cross, hearing this voice proclaiming this summons, 
thought marvel what it should be, cried on his servant to bring 
him his purse; and when he had brought him it, he took out 
a crown, and east over the stair, saying, * I appeal from that 
Bummons, judgment, and sentence thereof, and takes me all 


t See, on this curious subject, the Essay on Fairies, in the 
“Border Minstrelsy,” vol. ii under the fourth head; also 
Jackson on Unbelief, p. 17S. Chaucer calls Pluto the “ King 
of Faerie and Dunbar names bim, “ Pluto, that elrich in- 
cubus.” If he was not actually the devil, he must he consi- 


whole in the mercy of God, and Christ Jesus his son.’ Veniy, 
the author of this, that caused me write the manner of tlua 
summons, was a landed gentleman, who was at that time 
twenty years of age, and was in the town the time of the said 
summons; and thereafter, when the field was staicken, he 
swore to me, there was no man that escaped .that was called 
in this summons, but that one man alone which made his pro- 
testation, and appealed from the said summons ; but all the 
lave were perished in the field with the king.” 


Note 4' B. 

Om (if his own ancestry. 

Drove the Monks forth of Coventry.—^. 127 . 

This relates to the catastrophe of a real Roberi de Marmion, 
in the reign of King Stephen, whom William of Newbury de- 
scribes with some attributes of my fictitious hero : “ Homo 
Icllicosus, fcrocia, et astucia, fere nullo suo tempore imparf* 
This Baron, having expelled the Monks from the church ot 
Coventry, was not long of experiencing the divine judgment, 
as the same monks, no doubt, termed his disaster. Having 
waged a feudal war with the Earl of Chester, Marmion’s horse 
fell, as he charged in the van of his troop, against a body of 
the Earl’s followers : the rider’s thigh being broken by the 
fall, his head was cut off hy a common foot-soldier, ere bo 
could receive any succour. The whole story is told by Wil- 
liam of Newbury. 


Note 4 C. 

■ " ■ — the savage Dane 
At lol more deep the mead did drain.— T, 120. 

The lol of the heathen Danes (a word still applied to Christ- 
mas in Scotland) was solemnized with great festivity. The 
humour of the Danes at table displayed itself in pelting each 
other with bones ; and Torfajus tells a long and curious story, 
in the History of Hrolfe Kraka, of one Hottus, an inmate of 
the Court of Denmark, who was so generally assailed with 
these missiles, that he constructed, out of the bones with which 
he was overwhelmed, a very respectable intrenchment, against 
those who continued the raillery. The dances of the northern 
warriors round the greatfires of pine-trees, are commemorated 
by Olaus Magnus, who says, they danced with auch fury 
holding each other by the hands, that, if the grasp of any 
failed, he was pitched into the fire with the velocity of a sling. 
The sufferer, on such occasions, was instantly plucked out, 
and obliged to quaff off a certain measure of ale, as a penalty 
for “ spoiling the king’s fire.” 


Note 4 D. 

On Christmas eve.—'P. 128. 

In Roman Catholic countries, mass is never said at night, 
except on Christmas eve. Each of the frolics with which that 
holyday used to be celebrated, might admit of a long and cu • 
rious note ; but I shall content myself with the following de- 


dered as the prince of the power of the air.” The most re- 
markable instance of these surviving classical superstitions, is 
that of the Germans, concerning the Hill of Venus, into which 
she attempts to entice all gallant knights, and detains them 
there in a sort of Fools’ Paradise. 
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s<inption of Ci2ristmaf5, and his attributes, as persomfied in 

one of Ben JoHSon’s Masques for the Court. 

“ Enter Chbisctas, with two or three the Guard. He is 
attired in round hose, long stockings, a close doublet, a high- 
crowned hat, 's^rith a brooch, a long thin beard, a truncheon, 
little ruffs, white shoes, bis scarfs and garters tied cross, and 
his drum beaten before him.— y/ifi immei eflm cMBrm, with 
thdr attires: niiss-Rule, in a velvet cap, with a sprig, a short 
cloak, great yellow ruff, like a reveller; his torch-bearer bear- 
ing a rope, a cheese, and a basket a long tawny coat, 

“with a red cap, and a flute at his girdle ; his torch-hearer car- 1 
rying a song-hook open %—Minc'd-pkr like a fine cook’s wife, 
drest neat, her man carrying a pie, dish, and spoons;— 
holl, like a tumbler, with a hoop and bells ; his torch-bearer 
arm’d with cole-staff, and blinding cloth and Pair, 
with a pair-royal of aces fla his hat, his garment all done over 
with pairs and purs ; his squire carrying a box, cards, and 
Qom\tfiXB\-~-New-yeafs~Gif(, in a blue coat, serving-niau like, 
with an orange, and a sprig of rosemary gilt on his head, his 
hat full of brooches, with a collar of gingerbread; his torch- 
bearer carrying a march-pain, with a bottle of wine on either 
Qxm'r-Mumintng, in a masquing pied suit, with a visor; his 
torch-bearer carrying the box, and ringing it \--JVassal, like a 
neat sempstcr and songstar ; ber 7>age bearing a brown bowl, 
dreat with ribbands, and rosemary, before her;— /?<</, in 
a short gown, with a porter’s staff in his hand ; a wyth borne 
before him, and a bason, by his torch-bcarer Cocke, 
drest like a boy, in a fine long coat, biggin, bib, muckender, 
and a little dagger ; hiausher bearing agreatcake, with abeaii 
and a pease.” 


Note 4 E. 

Who lists may in thdr mumming see 
Traces of ancient mystery. 129, 

It seems certain, that the Mummers of England, who (in 
Northumberland at least) used to go about in disguise to the 
neighbouring houses, bearing the then useless ploughshare ; 
and the Gnisards of Scotland, not yet in total disuse, present, 
in some indistinct degree, a shadow of the old mysteries, 
which were the origin of the English drama. In Scotland, 
(me ipso teste,) we were wont, during my boyhood, to take the 
characters of the apostles, at least of Peter, Paul, and Judas 
Iscariot ; the first had the keys, the second carried a sword, 
and the last the bag, in which the dole of our neighbours 
phmib-cake was deposited. One played a champion, and re- 
cited some traditional rhymes ; another was 

Alexander, King of Macedon, 

Who conquer’d all the world but Scotland alone : 
When he came to Scotland Ids courage grew cold, 

To see a little nation courageous and bold.” 

These, and many such verses, were repeated, but by rote, and 
unconnectedly. There was also, occasionally, I believe, a 
Saint George. In all, there was a confused resemblance of 
the ancient mysteries, in which the characters of Scripture, 
the Nine WcTthies, and other popular personages, were usu- 
ally exhibHed. It were much to bo wished that the Chester 
Mysteries were published from the MS. in the Museum, with 
the annotations which a diligent investigator of popular anti- 
quities might still supply. Ihe late acute and valuable anti- 
quary, Mr. Eitson, showed me several memoranda towards 
such a task, which are probably now dispersed or lost. See, 
however, his Remarks on Shakspeare, 1783, p. 38. 


i Now Lord Polwarth. 

* The old gentleman was an intimate of this celebrated 


Since the first edition of Marmion appeared, this subject has 
received much elucidation from the learned and extensive la,- 
hours of Mr. Douce ; and the Chester Mysteries [edited by J. 
H. Markland, Esq.] have been printed in a style of great ele- 
gance and accuracy, (Jin lwl8,) by Bensley and Sons, London, 
for the Koxburghe Club. 1830. 


Note 4 F. 

Where my great-grandsire came of old. 

With amber beard andfUcren kair.-^P, 329. 

Mr. Scott of Harden,! my kind and affectionate friend, and 
distant relation, has the original of a poetical invitation, ad- 
dressed from his grandfather to my relative, from which a few 
lines in the text arc imitated. They are dated, as the epistle 
in the text, from Mertouii-house, the seat of the Harden fa- 
mily. 

“ With ninber heard, and flaxen hair, 

And reverend apostolic air. 

Free of anxiety and care, 

Come hither, Christmas-day, and dine; 

WcTl mix sobriety tvith wine, 

And easy mirth with thoughts divine. 

We Christians think it holiday, 

On it no sin to feast or play; 

Others, in spite, may fast and pray. 

No superstition in the use 
Our ancestors made of a goose ; 

Why may not we, as well as they. 

Be innocently blithe that day. 

On goose or pie, on wine or ale, 
j*..nd scorn enthusiastic zeal?— 

Pray come, and welcome, or plague rott 
Your friend and landlord, Walter Scott. 

Mr. Walter Scott, Lessuden.** 

The venerable old gentleman, to whom the lines are ad- 
dressed, was the younger brother of William Scott of Hoe- 
burn. Being the cadet of a cadet of the Harden family, he 
had very little to lose ; yet he contrived to lose the small pro- 
perty he had, by engaging in the civil wars and intrigues of the 
house of Stuart. His veneration for the exiled family was so 
great, that he swore he would not shave his beard till they 
were restored: a mark of attachment, which, I suppose, had 
been common during Cromwell’s usurpation ; for, in Cowley’s 
“ Cutter of Coleman Street,” one drunken cavalier upbraids 
another, that, when ho was not able to afford to pay a bar- 
ber, he affected to “ wear a beard for the King.” I sincerely 
hope this was not absolutely the original reason of my ances- 
tor’s heard ; which, as appears from a portrait in the posses- 
sion of Sir Henry Hay Macdougal, Bart., and another painted 
for the famous Dr. Pitcairn, 2 was aboard of a most dignified 
and venerable appearance. 


Note 4 Gr. 

The Spirals Blasted Trce.~-P. 330. 

I am permitted to illustrate this passage, by inserting 
** Ccubrenyr Ellyll, or The Spirit’s Blasted Tree,” a legendary 
tale, by the Reverend George Warrington 


genius. By the favour of the late Earl of Kellie, descended 
on the maternal side from Dr. Pitcairn, my fatlver became 
IKjssessed of the portrait in question. 
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The event, on which this tale is founded, is preserved by 
tradition in the family of the Vaughans of Hengwyrt ; nor is 
it entirely lost, even among the common people, who still 
point out this oak to the piissenger. The enmity between the 
two Welsh chieftains, Howel Sele, and Owen Glendwr, was 
extreme, and marked by vile treachery in the one, and fero* 
cions cruelty in the other. i The story is somewhat changed 
and softened, as more favourable to the character of the two 
chiefs, and as better answering the purpose of poetry, by ad- 
mittiug the passion of pity, and a greater decree of sentiment 
in the description. Some trace of Howel Sele’s mansion was 
to be seen a few yeai^ ago, and may perhaps be still visible, in 
the park of Nannau, now belonging to Sir Bobert Vaughan, 
Baronet,. in the wild and romantic tracks of Merionethshire. 
The abbey mentioned passes under two names, Vener and 
Cyramer. The former is retained, as more generally used. 


** Vet Fancy, in a thousand shapes. 
Bore to his home the Chief once mate 
Some saw him on high Moal’s top. 

Some saw him on the winding shore. 


** With wonder fraught the tale went ronni,, 
Amazement chain’d the header’s tongue : 
Each peasant felt his own sad loss, 
y et fondly o’er the story hung. 


**Oft by the moon’s pale shadowy light. 
His aged nurse and steward grey 
Would lean to catch the storied sounds, 
Or mark the jditting spirit stray. 


Pale lights on Cader’s rocks were seen, 
And midnight voices heard to moan *, 
’Twas even said the Blasted Oak, 
Convulsive, heaved a hollow groan: 


THE SPIBIT’S BLASTED TREE. 


Ceuhrm yr Elhjlt 

** Through Nannau’s Chase, as Howel pass’d, 
A chief esteem’d both brave and kind, 

Far distant borne, the stag-hounds’ cry 
Came murmuring on the hollow wind. 


** And to this day the peasant still, 

' With cautious fear, avoiils the ground 
In each wild branch a spectre secs. 

And trembles at each rising sound. 


Starting, he bent an eager ear,— 

How should the sounds return again ? 
His hounds lay wearied from the chase, 
And ail at home his hunter train. 


** Ten annual suns had held their course, 
In summer’s smile, or winter storm ; 
The lady shed the widow’d tear, 

As oft she traced his manly form. 


** Then sudden anger flashed his eye, 
And deep revenge he vow’d to take, 
On that bold man who dared to force 
His red>deer from the forest brake. 


“ Yet stUl to hope her heart would cling, 
As o’er the mind illusions play,— 

Of travel fond, perhaps her lord. 

To distant lands had steer’d his way. 


** Unhappy Chief! would nought avail, 
No signs impress thy heart with fear, 
Thy lady’s dark mysterious dream. 

Thy warning from the hoary seer? 


“ ’Twas now November’s cheerless hour. 
Which drenching rain and clouds deface. 
Dreary bleak Bobell’s tract appear’d. 

And dull and dank each valley’s sijace. 


« Three ravens gave the note of death, 

As through mid air they wing’d their way; 
Then o’er his head, in rapid flight. 

They croak,— they scent their destined prey. 


“ Loud o’er the weir the hoarse flood fell, 
And dash’d the foaming spray on high ; 
The vrest wind bent the forest tops. 

And angiy frown’d the evening sky. 


“Hl-omen’d bird! as legends say, 

Who hast the wondrous power to know, 
Wliile health fills high the throbbing veins. 
The fated hour when blood must flow. 


“ A stranger pass’d Llanelltid's bourne. 
His dark-grey steed with sweat besprent 
Which, wearied with the lengthen'd way, 
Could scarcely gain the hill’s ascent. 


“ Blinded by rage, alone he pass’d, 
Nor sought his ready vassals’ aid : 
But what his fate lay long unknown, 
For many an anxious year delay’d. 


“ The portal reach’d,— the iron bell 
Loud sounded round the outward wall ; 
Quick sprang the warder to the gate, 

To know what meant the claia’rous call. 


“ A peasant mark’d his angry eye. 

He saw him reach the lake’s dark bourne. 
He saw him near a Blasted Oak, 

But never from that hour return. 


* 0 ! lead me to your lady soon ; 
Say,— it is my sad lot to tell, 

To clear the fate of that brave knight, 
Slie long has proved she loved so well. 


“ Three days pass’d o’er, no tidings came ;■ 
Where should the Chief his steps delay? 
With wild alarm the servants ran. 

Yet knew not where to point their way. 


“ Then, as he cross’d the spacious hall. 

The menials look surprise and fear; 

Still o’er his harp old Modred hung. 

And touch’d the notes for grief’s worn ear. 


“ His vassals ranged the mountain’s height. 
The covert close, the wide-spread plain ; 
But ail in vain their eager search, 

They ne’er must see their lord again. 


” The lady sat amidst her train ; 

A mellow’d sorrow mark’d her look : 
Then, asking what his mission meant, 
The graceful stranger aigli’ed and spoke 


* 0 could I spread one ray of hope. 
One moiuent raise thy soul from woo 


The history of their feud maybe found in Pennant’s Tour 
Wales. 
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Giadlj my tongue would tell its tale, 

My words at ease unfetter’d, dovrl 

* Now, lady, give attention due, 

The story claiins thy full belief : 

E’en in the worst event.s of life, 

Suspense removed is some relief. 

“ * Though worn by care, see Madoc here, 

Great Glyndwr’s friend, thy kindred’s foe 
Ah, let his name no anger raise. 

For now that mighty Chief lies low. 

“ ‘ E’en from the day, when, chain’d by fate. 
By wissard’s dream, or potent spell, 

Lingering from sad Salopia’s field, 

’Eeft of his aid the Percy fell 

“ ‘ E’en from that day misfortune still, 

As if for violated faith. 

Pursued him with unwearied step ; 

Vindictive still for Hotspur’s death. 

“ * Vanquish’d at length, the Glyndwr fled. 
Where winds the Wye her devious flood ; 

To And a casual shelter there, 

In some lone cot, ox desert wood. 

“ ‘ Clothed in a shepherd’s humble guise, 

He gain’d by toil his scanty bread ; 

He who had Cambria’s sceptre borne, 

, And her brave sons to glory ledl 

« ‘ To penury extreme, and grief, 

,, The Chieftain fell a lingering prey ; 

I heard Ida last few faltering words, 

Such as with pain I now convey. 

“ ‘ To Sele’s sad widow bear the tale. 

Nor let OUT horrid secret rest ; 

Give but kis corse to sacred earth. 

Then may my parting soul be blest.’— 

“ ‘ Dim wax’d the eye that fiercely shone. 
And faint the tongue that proudly spoke, 
And weak that arm, still raised to me. 

Which oft had dealt the mortal stroke. 

‘ How could I i^en his mandate bear? 

Or how his last behest obey ? 

A rebel deem’d, with him I fled ; 

With him I shunn’d the light of day. 

‘ Proscribed by Henry’s ho.stile rage, 

My country lost, despoil’d my land. 
Desperate, I fled iny native soil, 

And fought on Syria’s distant strand. 

‘'‘Oh, had thy long-lamented lord 
The holy cross and banner view’d. 

Died in the sacred cause! who fell 
Sad Tietim of a private feud ! 

‘ Led by the ardour of the chase, 

Far distant from his own domain, 

From where Garthmaelan spreads her shades, 
The Glyndwr sought the opening plain. 

" * With head aloft and antlers wide, 

A red buck roused then cross’d in view : 
Stung with the sight, and wild with rage. 
Swift from the wood fierce Howel flew. 


“ With bitter taunt and keen reproach, 

He, air impetuous, pour’d his r^e ; 

Beviled the Chief, as weak in arms. 

And bade him loud the battle wago. 

“ * Glyndwr for once restrain’d his sword. 
And, stni averse, the fight delays ; 

But soften’d words, like oil to fire, 

Made anger more intensely blaze. 

“'They fought; and doubtful long the fray 
The Glyndwr gave the fatal wound ! 

Still mournful must my tale proceed, 

And its last act all dreadftil sound. 

‘“ How could we hope for wish’d retreat. 

His eager vassals ranging wide. 

His bloodhounds’ keen sagacious scent, 

O’er many a trackless mountain tried. 

“ * I mark’d a broad and Blasted Oak, 
Scorch’d by the lightning’s livid glare ; 
HoEow its stem from branch to root. 

And all its shrivell’d arms were bare, 

“ * Be this, I cried, Ms proper grave !— 

(The thought in me was deadly sin, 1 
Aloft we raised the hapless Chief, 

And dropp’d his bleeding corpse witlun, 

“ A shriek from all the damsels burst. 

That pierced the vaulted roofs below ; 
While horror-struck the Lady stood, 

A living form of sculptured woe. 

“ With stupid stare and vacant gaze. 

Full on his face her eyes were cast. 
Absorb’d I— she lost her present gnetf, 

And faintly thought of things long past, 

“Like wild-fire o’er a mossy heath. 

The rumour through the hamlet ran ; 

The peasants crowd at morning dawn. 

To hear the tale— behold the man. 

“ He led them near the Blasted Oak, 

Then, conscious, from the scene withdrew 
The peasants work with trembling haste, 
And lay the whiten’d bones to view!— 

“ Back they recoil’d !— the right hand still, 
Contracted, grasp’d a rusty sword ; 

Wliich erst in many a battle gleam’d. 

And proudly deck’d their slaughter’d lord 

“ They bore the corse to Vener’s shrine. 
With holy rites and prayers address’d ; 
Nine white-robed monks the last dirge sangi, 
And gave the angry spirit rest.” 


Note 4 PI. 

Tke Highlander 

Willi on a Fridag morn, look paXey 
If ask'd to teU a fairy P. 130. 

The Daoine sMy or Men of Feaccy of the Scottish High- 
landers, rather resemble the Scandinavian Duergar than the 
Eii^ish Fairies. Notwithstanding their name, they are, if 
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not aTjsolutely malevolent, at least peevish, discontented, 
and apt to do mischief on slight provocation. ‘The belief of 
their existence is deeply impressed on the Highlanders, who 
think they are particularly offended at mortals who talk of 
them, who wear their favourite colour green, or in any re- 
spect interfere with their affairs. This is especially to be 
avoided on Friday, when, whether as dedicated to Venus, 
with whom, in Germany, this subterraneous people are beld 
nearly connected, or for a more solemn reason, they are more 
active, and possessed of greater power. Some curious parti- 
culars concerning th e popular superstitions of the High landem 
may be found in Dr. Graham’s Picturesque Sketches of Perth- 
shire. 


Note 4 1. 

TM towers qf Frandh^ont'-''B. 130. 

The journal of the friend to whom the Fourth Canto of the 
Poem is inscribed, furnished me with the following account 
of a striking superstition. 

Passed the pretty little village of French 6mont, (near 
Spaw), with the romantic ruins of the old castle of the Counts 
of that name. The road leads through many delightful vales 
on a rising ground ; at the extremity of one of them stands 
the ancient castle, now the subject of many superstitious 
legends. It is firmly believed by the neighbouring peasantry, 
that tbe last Baron of Franch<imont deposited, in one of the 
vaults of the castle, a ponderous chest, containing an im- 
mense treasure in gold and silver, which, by some magic spell, 
was intnisted to the care of the Devil, who is constantly found 
sitting on the chest in the shape of a huntsman. Any one 
adventurous enough to touch the chest is instantly seized 
with the palsy. Upon one occasion, a priest of noted piety 
was brought to the vault ; he used all the arts of exorcism to 
persuade his infernal majesty to vacate his seat, hut in vain ; 
the huntsman remained immovable. At last, moved by the 
earnestness of the priest, he told him that he would agree to 
resign the chest, if the exorciser would sign his name with 
blood. But the priest understood his meaning, and refused, 
as by that act he would have delivered over his soul to the 
Devil. Yet if any body can discover the mystic words used 
by the person who deposited the treasure, and pronounce 
them, the fiend must instantly decamp. I had many stories 
of a similar nature from a peasant, who had himself seen the 
Devil in the shape of a great cat.” 


NotE 4 K. 

Tlievmjfonn (if Hilda fair. 

Hovering upon the sunny air. 

And smiling on her votaries* prayer. '—T?. 13!2^ 

“ I shall only produce one instance more of the great vene- 
ration paid to Lady Hilda, which still prevails even in these 
our days ; and that is, the constant opinion that she rendered, 
and still renders, herself visible, on some occasions, in the 
Abbey of Streanshalh or Whitby, where she so long resided. 
At a particular time of the year (viz. in the summer months), 
at ten or eleven in the forenoon, the sunbeams fall in the in- 
side of the northern part of the choir ; and ’tis then that the 
spectators, who stand on the west side of Whitby churchyard, 
so as just to see the most northerly part of the abbey pass the 
north end of Whitby church, imagine they perceive, in one 


of the highest windows there, the resemblance of a woman 
arrayed in a shroud. Though we are certain this is only a 
refieetion caused by the splendour of the sunbeams, yet fame 
reports it, and it is constantly believed among the vulgar, to 
be an appearance of Lady Hilda in her shroud, or rather In a 
glorified state ; before which, I make no doubt, the Papists, 
even in these our days, offer up their prayers with as much 
zeal and devotion as before any other image of their most 
glorified saint.”— Charuton’s History (f FFhitby, p. 33. 


Note 4 L. 

--the'hvge and sweeping brand 

Which, wont of yore, in battle fray, 

Hisfoeman's limbs to shred mmy. 

As wood-hn ffe lops the sapling spray.-— T. 134. 

The Farl of Angus had strength and personal actiritycoD 
resymnding to his courage. Spens of Kilspindie, a favourite 
of James IV., having spoken of him lightly, the Earl met him 
while hawking, and, compelling him to single combat, at one 
blow cut asunder his thighbone, and killed him on the spot. 
But ere he could obtain James’s pardon for this slaughter, 
Angus was obliged to yield his castle of Hermitage, in ex- 
change for tliat of Bothwell, which "was some diminution to 
the family greatness. The sword with which he struck so 
remarkable a blow, was presented by his descendant James, 
Earl of Morton, afterwards Regent of Scotland, to Lord Lin- 
desay of the Byres, when he defied Bothwell to single combat 
on Carberry Hill. See Introduction to the Minstrelsy of the 
Scottish Border. 


Note 4 M. 

And hopest thou hence unscathed to go f— 

No! by St. Bride of Bothwell, no! 

Up drawbridge, grooms! — What, Warder, ho! 

Let (he portcullis f all— B. 135. 

This ebullition of violence in the potent Earl of Angus is 
not without its example in the real history of the house of 
Douglas, whose chieftains possessed the ferocity, with the 
heroic virtues of a savage state. The most curious instance 
occurred in the case of Maclellan, Tutor of Bombay, who, 
having refused to acknowledge the pre-eminence claimed by 
Douglas over the gentlemen and Barons of Galloway, was 
seized and imprisoned by the Earl, in his castle of the Thrieve, 
on the borders of Kirkcudbrightshire. Sir Patrick Gray, 
commander of King James the Second’s guard, was uncle to 
the Tutor of Bombay, and obtained from the King a “sweet 
letter of supplication,” praying the Earl to deliver his prisoner 
into Gray’s hand. When Sir Patrick arrived at the castle, 
he was received with all the honour due to a favourite ser- 
yantofthe King’s household; but while be was at dinner, 
the Earl, who suspected his errand, caused his prisoner to he 
led forth and beheaded. After dinner. Sir Patrick presented 
the King’s letter to the Earl, who received it with great affec- 
tation of reverence ; “ and took him by the hand, and led him 
forth to the green, where the gentleman was lying dead, and 
showed him the manner, and said, ‘ Sir Patrick, you are come 
a little too late ; yonder is your sister’s son lying, but he wants 
the head ; take his body, and do with it what you will.’ — Sir 
Patrick answered again, with a sore heart, and said, * My 
lord, if ye have taken from him his head, dispone upon the 
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body as* ye please ;* and isitli that called for his and, 

leaped tk'reon ; and when he was on horseback, he said to 
the Eari on this manner, ‘My lord, if I live you shall he re- 
warded for yoor labours that you have used at this time, ac- 
cording to your demerits.’ 

“At this saying the Earl was highly offended, and cried for 
horse. Sir Patrick, seeing the Earl’s fury, spurred his horse, 
hut he was chased near Edinburgh ere they left him ; and 
had it not been his led horse was so tried and good, he had 
bewa taken.”— P jtscottie’s Historj/, p. 39. 


''Note4N* 

AUtterJbrged!— Saint Jude to speed! 

IMdeverknigMsofouladeed!‘-^V, 135. 

Lest the reader should partake of the Earl’s astonishment, 
«nd consider the crime as inconsistent with the manners of 
the period, I have to remind him of the numerous forgeries 
(partly executed by a female assistant) devised by Bobert of 
Artois, to forward hia suit against the Countess Matilda ; 
which, being detected, occasioned his flight into England, 
and proved the remote cause of Edward the Third's memor- 
able wars in Prance. John Harding, also, was expressly 
hired by Edward VI. to forge such documents as might ap- 
pear to establish the claim of fealty asserted over Scotland by 
the English monarchs. 


Note 4 0. 

Lennd^j convent'~’P, 136. 

This was a Cistertian house of religion, now almost entirely 
demolished. Lcnnel House is now the residence of my vene- 
rable friend, Patrick Brydone, Esquire, so well known in the 
literary world- 1 It is situated near Coldstream, almost oppo- 
«te to Cornhill, and consequently very near to Plodden Field, 


Note 4 P. 

Twisd bridge.—'?. 136. 

On the evening previous to the memorable battle of Plod- 
den, Surrey’s head-quarters were at Barmoor Wood, and King 
James held an inaccessible position on the ridge of Fiodden- 
hill, one of tlie last and lowest eminences detached from the 
ridge of Cheviot. The Till, a deep and slow river, winded 
between the armies. On the morning of the 9th September 
1513, Surrey marched in a north-westerly direction, and 
crossed the Till, with Ids van and artillery, at Twisel-bridge, 
nigh where that river joins the Tweed, his rear-guard column 
passing about a mile higher, by a ford. This movement had 
the double effect ofplacing Ms army between King James and 
flis supplies from Scotland, and of striking the Scottish mo- 
narch with surprise, as he seems to have relied on the depth 


* First Edition.— Mr, Brydone has been many years dead. 
^ “ l£squSz Esmsois deseetidirmt la montaigne en Imne 


of the river in his front. But as the passage, both over the 
bridge and through the ford, was difficult and slow, it seems 
possible that the English might have been attacked to great 
advantage while struggling with these natural obstacles. I 
know not if we are to impute James’s forbearance to want of 
military skill, or to the romantic declaration which Pitsoottie 
puts in his mouth, “ that he was determined to have his ene- 
mies before him on a plain field,” and therefore would suffer 
no interruption to be given, even by artillery, to their passing 
me river. 

3?he ancient bridge of Twisel, by which the English crossed 
I the Till, is still standing beneath Twisel Castle, a splendid 
pile of Gothic architecture, as now rehnilt by Sir Francis 
Blake, Bart., whose extensive plantations have so much im- 
proved the country around. The glenis romantic and delight- 
ful, with steep banks on each side, covered with copse, parti- 
cularly with hawthorn. Beneath a tall rock, near the bridge, 
is a plentiful fountain, called St. Helen’s Well. 


Note 4 Q. 

Hence might they seethe full arrag^ 

Of either host, for deadly fray.— ?. 138. 

The reader cannot here expect a full account of the battle 
of Fiodden ; but, so far as is necessary to understand the ro- 
mance, I beg to remind him, that, when the English army, by 
their skilful countermarch, were fairly placed between King 
James and his own country, the Scottish monarch resolved to 
fight i and, setting fire to his tents, descended from the ridge 
of Fiodden to secure the neighbouring eminence of Brank- 
Stone, on which that village is built. Thus the two armies 
met, almost without seeing each othbr, when, according to 
the old poem of “ Fiodden Field,” *■- 

** The English line stretch’d ehst and west, 

And southward were their faces set ; 

The Scottish northward proudly prest. 

And manfully their foes they met.” 

The English army advanced in four divisions. On the right, 
which first engaged, were the sons of Earl Surrey, namely, 
Thomas Howard, the Admiral of England, and Sir Edmund, 
the Knight Marshal of the army. Their divisions were sepa« 
rated from each other ; but, at the request of Sir Edmund, his 
brother’s battalion was drawn very near to his own. The 
centre was commanded hy Surrey in person ; the left wing by 
Sir Edward Stanley, with the men of Lancashire, and of the 
palatinate of Chester. Lord Baeres, with a large body ot 
horse, formed a reserve. When the smoke, which the wind 
had driven between the armies, was somewhat dispersed, they 
perceived the Scots, who had moved down the hill in a simfiar 
order of battle, and in deep silence.^ The Earls of Huntley 
and of Home commanded their left wing, and chaiged Sir 
Edmund Howard with such success as entirely to defeat his 
part of the English right wing. Sir Edmund’s banner was 
beaten down, and he himself escaped with difficulty to his 
brother’s ffivision. The Admiral, however, stood firm; and 
Bacre advancing to his support with the reserve of cavalry, 
probably between the interval of the divisions commanded by 
the brothers Howard, appears to have kept the victors in 
effectual check. Home’s men, chiefly Borderers, began to 
pillage the baggage of both armies ; and their leader is branded 


ordre, en la maniere que marchent les Allmans sans purler, m 
; Zaire awcMw Gazette of the battle, Pinkerton’s Bis - 

I Utry, A^endix, vol. ii. p. 456. 


APPENDIX TO 

by the Scottish historians with negligence or treachery. On 
tne other hand, Huntley, on whom they bestow many enco- 
miums, is said by the English historians to have left the field 
after the first charge. Meanwhile the Admiral, whose flank 
these chiefs ought to have attacked, availed himself of their 
inactivity, and pushed forward against another large division 
■ of the Scottish army in his front, headed hy the Earls of 
Crawford and Montrose, both of whom were slain, and their 
forces routed. On the left, the success of the English was yet 
more decisive ; for the Scottish right wing, consisting of un- 
disciplined Highlanders, commanded by Lennox and Argyle, 
was unable to sustain the charge of Sir Edward Stanley, and 
especially the severe execuv*..a of the Lancashire archers. 

The King and Surrey, who commanded the respective centres 
of their armies, were meanwhile engaged in close and dubious 
conflict. J ames, surrounded by the flower of his kingdom, and 
impatient of the galling discharge of arrows, supported also by 
his reserve under Bothwell, charged with such fury, that the 
standard of Surrey was in danger. At tliat critical moment, 
Stanley, who had routed the left wing of the Scottish, pursued 
his career of victory, and arrived on the right flank, and in the 
rear of James’s division, which, throwing itself into a circle, 
disputed the battle till night came on. Surrey then drew 
back his forces ; for the Scottish centre not having been 
broken, and their left wing being victorious, he yet doubted 
the event of the field. The Scottish army, however, felt their 
loss, and abandoned the field of battle in disorder, before 
dawn. They lost, perhaps, from eight to ten thousand men ; 
but that included the very prime of their nobility, gentry, and 
and even clergy. Scarce a family of eminence but has an an- 
cestor killed at Flodden ; and there is no province in Scot- 
land, even at this day, where the battle is mentioned without 
a sensation of terror and sorrow. The English lost also a 
great number of men, perhaps within one-third of the van- 
quished, but they were of inferior note.— See the only distinct ■ 
detail of the Field of Flodden in Pinkeuton’s Hktory^ Book 
xi. ; all former accounts being full of blunders and inconsis- 
tency. 

The spot from which Clara news the battle must he sup- , 
posed to have been on a hillock commanding the rear of the : 
English right wing, which was defeated, and in which conflict | 
Marmion is supposed to have fallen. i I 


Note 4 H. 

Brian Tumtall, stainless P. 133. 

Sir Brian Tunstall, called in the romantic language of the 
time, Tunstall the Undefiled, was one of the few Englishmen 
of rank slain at Flodden. He figures in the ancient English 
poem, to which I may safely refer my readers j as an edition, 
with full explanatory notes, has been published hy my friend, 
Mr. Henry Weber. Tunstall, perhaps, derived his epithet of 
itndt'Jilcd f^rom his white armour and banner, the latter bearing 
a white cock, about to crow, as well as from his unstained 
loyalty and knightly faith. His place of residence was Thur- 
laud Castle. 


1 ‘‘ In 1810, as Sir Carnaby Haggerstone’s workmen were 
digging in Flodden Field, they came to a pit filled with liuman 
bones, and which seemed of great extent; but, alarmed at 
the sight, they immediately filled up the excavation, and pro- 
ceeded no farther. 

“ In 1837, Mr. Gray of Miilficld Hill found, near the traces 
of an ancient encampment, a short distance from Flodden 
Hill, a tumulus, w'hich, on removing, ex.'^Ibited a very singu- 
lar sepulchre. In the centre, a large urn was found, but in a 
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Note 4 S. 

Jieckiess qflife, lie desperate fough U 
And fell on Flodden plains 
And wdlin death his tmsty brand, 

Firm dench*dwifhin his manly hand, 

Beseem'd the monarch slain.— ^1?, 142. 

There can be no doubt that King James foil in the battle 
of Flodden. He was killed, says the curious French Ga 2 ette, 
within a lance’s length of the Earl of Surrey ; and the same 
account adds, that none of his division were made prisoners, 
though many were killed; a circumstance that testifies the 
desperation of their resistance. The Scottish historians record 
many of the idle reports which passed among the vulgar of 
their day. Home was accused, by the popular voice, not only 
of failing to support the King, but even of having carried him 
out of the field, and murdered him. And this tale was re- 
vived in my remembrance, by an unauthenticated story of a 
skeleton, wrapped in a bull’s hide, and surrounded with an 
I iron chain, said to have been found in the well of Home, 
Castle; for which, on inquiry, I could never find any better 
authority than the sexton of the parisli having said, that, if 
the well were cleaned out, he tcould not be surpi'ised at such a 
discovery. Horne was the chamberlain of the King, and his 
prime favourite; he had much to lose (in fact did lose all) in 
consequence of James’s death, and nothing earthly to gain by 
that event : hut the retreat, or inactivity of the left wing 
which he commanded, after defeating Sir Edmund Howard, 
and even the circumstance of his returning unhurt, and loaded 
vdth spoil, from so fatal a conflict, rendered the propagation 
of any calumny against liim easy and acceptable. Other re- 
ports gave a still more romantic turn to the King’s fate, and 
averred that James, weary of greatness after the carnage 
among his nobles, had gone on a pilgrimage, to merit absolu- 
tion for the death of his father, and the breach of his oath 
of amity to Henry. In particular, it was objected to the Eng- 
lish, that they could never show the token of the iron belt ; 
which, however, he was likely enough to have laid aside on 
the day of battle, as encumbering his personal exertions. They 
produce a better evidence, the monarch’s sword and dagger, 
which are still preserved in the Herald’s College in London. 
Stowe has recorded a degrading story of tlie disgrace with 
which the remains of the unfortunate monarch were treated 
in his time. An unhewn column marks the spot wher® 
James fell, still called the King’s Stone. 


Note 4 T. 

The/aircathedralstornfd and took.—?. U2. 

This storm of Lichfield cathedral, which had been garri- 
soned on the part of the King, took place in the Great Civil 
War. Lord Brook, who, with Sir John Gill, commanded the 
assailants, was shot with a musket-bali through the vizor of 
his helmet. The royalists remarked, that he was killed by a 
shot fired from St. Chad’s cathedral, and upon St. Chad’s 
Day, and received his death-wound in the very eye with 
which, he had said, he hoped to see the ruin of all the cathe- 
drals in England. The magnificent church in question suf- 
fered cruelly upon this, and other occasions ; the principal 
spire being ruined hy the fire of the besiegers. 


thousand pieces. It had either been broken to pieces by the 
stones falling upon it when digging, or had gone to pieces on 
the admission of the air. This um was surrounded by a num- 
ber of cells formed of flat stones, in the shape of graves, but 
too small to hold the body in its natural state. These sepul- 
chral recesses contained nothing except ashes, or dust of the 
same kind as that in theurn.”— Zocal Becords, (,2 vols. 
8vo, 1833,) vol ii. pp. 60 and 109. 



Ci&e JlatJi) of tSt ilaie: 

A POEM, IN SIX CANTOS. 


INTROBUCTION TO EDITION 1830. 

After to success of Marmion,” I felt inclined to 
exclaim ■with Ulysses in to “ Odyssey” — 

OtfT6S fAiv eii^Xos »dotro$ Ixviri'kKrT&.i’- 

Nav avvi elkXov- Odys. X‘ 

** One venturous game my hand has won to-day— 

Another, gallants, yet remains to play.’* 

The ancient manners, the habits and customs of 
the aboriginal race by whom the Highlands of Scot- 
land were inhabited, had always appeared to me pecu- 
liarly adapted to poetry. The change in their man- 
ners, too, had taken place almost witliin my own time, 
or at least I had learned many particulars concerning | 
the ancient state of the Highlands from the old men 
of the last generation, 1 had always thought the old 
Scottish Gael highly adapted for poetical composition. 
The feuds, and political dissensions, which, half a cen- 
tury earlier, would have rendered the richer and 
wealthier part of the Idngdom indisposed to counte- 
nance a poem, the scene of which was laid in the 
Highlands, were now sunk in the generous compas- 
sion which the English, more than any other nation, 
feel for the misfortunes of an honourable foe. The 
Poems of Ossian had, by their popularity, sufficiently 
shown, that if writings on Highland subjects were 
qualified to interest the reader, mere national preju- 
dices were, in the present day, very unlikely to inter- 
fere with their success. 

I had also read a great deal, seen much, and heard 
more, of that romantic country, where I was in the 
habit of spending some time every autumn ; and the 
scenery of Loch Katrine was connected with the re- 


1 “ These Highland visits were repeated almost every sum- 
mer for several successive years, and perhaps even the first 
of them was in some degree connected ■with his professional 
husinesa At all events, it was to his allotted task of enforc- 
ing the execution of a legal instrument against some Mac- 
iarens, refractory tenants of Stewart of Appin, hrother-in- 
law to Invernahyle, that Scott owed his introduction to the 
scenery of the Lady of the Lake. 'An escort of a sergeant 
and six men,* ho says, ‘was obtained from a Highland regi- 
ment lying in Stirling ; and the author, then a writer’s appren- 
tice, equivalent to the honourable situation of an attorney’s 
clerk, -was invested with the superintendence of the expedi- 
tion, with directions to see that the messenger discharged his 
duty fully, and that the gallant sergeant did not exceed his 
tsart by committing violence or plunder. And thus it hap- 


coUection of many a dear friend and merry expedi- 
tion of former days.^ This poem, to action of which 
lay among scenes so beautiful, and so deeply imprinted 
on my recollection, was a labour of love ; and it was 
no less so to recall to manners and incidents intro- 
duced. The frequent custom of James IT., and par- 
ticularly of James V., to w^alk through their kingdom 
in disguise, afforded me to hint of an incident, which 
never fails to be interesting, if managed with the 
slightest address or dexterity. 

I may now confess, however, that the employment, 
though attended with great pleasure, was not -without 
its doubts and anxieties. A lady, to •v.'hom I was near- 
ly related, and with whom I lived, during her whole 
life, on the most brotherly terms of affection, was re- 
siding with me at the time wdien the work was in pro- 
gress, and used to ask me, what I could possibly do 
to rise so early in the morning (that happening to bo 
the most convenient time to me for composition.) At 
last I told her the subject of my meditations ; and I 
can never forget the anxiety and affection expressed 
in her reply. Do not be so rash,” she said, my 
dearest cousin.® You are already popular— more so, 
perhaps, than you yourself will believe, or than even 
I, or other partial friends, can fairly allow to your 
merit. You stand high— do not rashly attempt to 
climb higher, and incur the risk of a fall ; for, depend 
upon it, a favourite will not be permitted even to 
stumble with impunity.” I replied to this affectionate 
expostulation in to words of Montrose— 

“ He either fears his fate too much, 

Or his deserts are small, 

Who dares not put it to the touch 
To gain or lose it all.” 3 


pened, oddly enough, that the author first entered the ro- 
mantic scenery of Loch Katrine, of which he may periiaps 
say he has somewhat extended the reputation, riditig in all 
the dignity of danger, •with a front and rear guard, and loaded 
arms.”’— Life of Scott, \ol. L -p. 193^ 

2 “ The lady with whom Sir Wi Iter Scott held this conver- 
sation was, no doubt, his aunt, Miss Christian Rutherford ; 
there was uo other female relation dead when this Introduc- 
tion was written, whom I can suppose Iiim to have consulted 
on literary questions. Lady Capulet, on seeing the corpse ot 
Tybalt, exclaims,—* 

"Tybalt, my cousin ! oh my brother’s child !*’ 

Locehabt, vol. iii. p, 25L 

3 Lines in praise of women.— Wishart’s Memoirs of Mon^ 
* trosc, p. 497. 
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If I fail,” I said, for the dialogue is strong in my 
recollection, it is a sign that I ought never to have 
succeeded, and I mil write pros© for life: you shall 
see no change in my temper, nor will I eat a single 
meal the worse. But if I succeed, 

‘ Up with the bonnie blue bonnet. 

The dirk, and the feather, and a’ T’* 

Afterwards, I showed my affectionate and anxious 
critic the first canto of the poem, which reconciled 
her to my imprudence. Nevertheless, although I an- 
swered thus confidently, with the obstinacy often said 
to be proper to those who bear my surname, I acknow- 
ledge that my confidence was considerably shaken by 
the warning of her excellent taste and unbiassed friend- 
ship. Nor was I much comforted by her retractation 
of the unfavourable judgment, when I recollected how 
likely a natural partiality was to effect that change of 
opinion. In such cases, affection rises like a light on 
the canvass, improves any favourable tints which it for- 
merly exhibited, and throws its defects into the shade. 

I remember that about the same time a friend 
started in to heeze up my hope,” like the sportsman 
with his cutty gun,” in the old song. Ho was bred a 
farmer, but a man of powerful understanding, natural 
good taste, and warm poetical feeling, perfectly com- 
petent to supply the wants of an imperfect or irregu- 
lar education. He was a passionate admirer of field- 
sports, which we often pursued together. 

As this friend happened to dine with me at Ashe- 
stiel one day, I took the opportunity of reading to him 
the first canto of The Lady of the Lake,” in order 
to ascertain the effect the poem was likely to produce 
upon a person who was but too favourable a represen- 
tative of readers at large. It is, of course, to be sup- 
posed that I determined rather to guide my opinion 
by what ray friend might appear to feel, than by w'hat 
he might think fit to say. His reception of my recita- 
tion, or prelection, was rather singular- He placed 
his hand across his brow, and listened with great at- 
tention through the whole account of the stag-hunt, 
till the dogs threw themselves into the lake to follow 
their master, who embarks with Ellen Douglas. He 
then started up with a sudden exclamation, struck his 
hand on the table, and declared, in a voice of censure 
calculated for the occasion, that the dogs must have 


1 The Jolly Beggar, attributed to King James V.—Herd's 
Colkction, 1776. 

2 “ I believe the shrewd critic here introduced \vas the poet’s 
excellent cousin, Charles Scott, now laird of Knowe-south. 
The story of the Irish postillion’s trot he owed to Mr. Moore.” 
— qf Scott f vol. iiL p. 253. 

3 “ Mr Rohert Cadell, who was then a young man in train- 
ing for his profession in Edinburgh, retains a strong impres- 
sion of the interest which the Lady of the Lake excited there 
for two or three months before it was on the counter. ^ James 
BaHantyne,’ he says, * read the cantos from time to time to 
select coteries, as they advanced at press. Common fame 
was lend in their favour ; a great poem was on all hands anti- 
cipated. I do not recollect that any of all the author’s works 
was ever looked for with more intense anxiety, or that any 
one of them excited a mors extraordinary sensation when it 
did appear. The whole country rang with the prsiises of the 


been totally mined by being permitted to take the 
water after such a severe chase. I own I was much 
encouraged by the species of reverie which had posses- 
sed so zealous a follower of the sports of the ancient 
Nimrod, who had been completely surprised out of all 
doubts of the reality of the tale. Another of his re- 
marks gave me less pleasure. He detected the iden- 
tity of the King with the wandering knight, Fitz- 
James, when he winds Ms bugle to summon his at- 
tendants. He was probably tlunking of the lively, 
but somewhat licentious, old ballad, in which the 
denouement of a royal intrigue takes jdace as follows : 
“ He took a bugle frae his side, 

He blew both loud and shrill. 

And four-and-twenty belted knights 
Came skipping ower the hill ; 

Then he took out a little knife, 

Let a’ his duddies faV 
And he was the brawest gentleman 
That was amang them a*. 

And we’ll go no more a-roving, ” &c. ^ 

This discovery, as Mr. Pepys says of the rent in his 
camlet cloak, was but a trifle, yet it troubled mej 
and I was at a good deal of pains to efface any marks 
by which I thought my secret could be traced before 
the conclusion, when I relied on it with the same 
hope of producing effect, with which the Irish post- 
boy is said to reserve a trot for the avenue.” ^ 

I took uncommon pains to verify the accuracy of 
the local circumstances of tMs story. I recollect, in 
particular, that to ascertain whether I was telling a 
probable tale, 1 went into Perthshire,^ see whether 
King James could actually have ridden firom the banks 
of Loch Yennachar to Stirling Castle within the time 
supposed in the Poem, and had the pleasure to satisfy 
myself that it was quite practicable. 

After a considerable delay, The Lady of the 
Lake” appeared in May 1810; and its success was 
certainly so extraordinary as to induce me for the 
moment to conclude that I had at last fixed a nail in 
the proverbially inconstant wheel of Fortune, whose 
stability in behalf of an individual who had so boldly 
courted her favours for three successive times, had 
not as yet been shaken.® I had attained, perhaps, 
that degree of public reputation at which prudence, 
or certainly timidity, would have made a halt, and 


poet— crowds set off to view the scenery of Loch ICatrine, till 
then comparatively unknown ; and as the book came out just 
before the season for excursions, every house and inn in that 
neighbourhood was crammed with a constant succession of 
visitors. It is a well ascertained fact, that from the date of 
the publication of the Lady of the Lake, the post-horse duty 
in Scotland rose in an extraordinary degree ; and indeed it 
continued to do so regularly for a number of years, the author's 
succeeding works keeping up the enthusiasm for our scenery 
which he had thus originally created.’ 

“1 owe to the same correspondent the following details : — 
* The quarto edition of 2050 copies disappeared instantly, and 
was foUow'ed, in the coux'se of the same year, by four editions 
in octavo, viz. one of 3t)00, a second of 3250, and a third and a 
fourth each of ©HfO copies ; thus, in the space of a few months, 
the extraordinary number of 20,(100 copies were disposed of. 
la the next year (lljll) there was another edition of 


THE LADY OF THE LAKE. 


175 


discontinued efforts by which I was far more likely to! 
tlimiiiish my fame than to increase it. But, as the 
celebrated John Wilkes is said to haYe explained to 
his late Majesty, that he himself, amid liis full tide of 
popularity, was never aWilkite, so I can, with honest 
truth, exculpate myself from having been at any time 
a partisan of my own poetry, even when it was in the 
highest fashion with the million. It must not be sup- 
posed, that I was either so ungrateful, or so super- 
abundantly candid, as to despise or scorn the value of 
those whose voice had elevated me so much higher 
than my own opinion told me 1 deserved. I felt, on 
the contrary, the more grateful to the public, as re- 
ceiving that from partiality to me, which I could not 
have claimed from merit ; and I endeavoured to de- 
serve the partiality, by continuing such exertions as I 
was capable of for their amusement. 

It may be that I did not, in this continued course 
of scribbling, consult either the interest of the public 
or my own. But the former had efiectual means of 
defending themselves, and could, by their coldness, 
suflSciently check any approach to intrusion ; and for 
myself, I had now for several years dedicated my 
houm so much to literary labour, that I should have 
felt difl5culty in employing myself otherwise ; and so, 
like Dogberry, I generously bestowed all my tedions- 
ness on the public, comforting myself with the reflec- 
tion, that if posterity should think me undeserving of 
the favour with which I was regarded by my contem- 
poraries, “ they could not but say I had the crown,” 
and bad enjoyed for a time that popularity which is 
so much coveted. 

I conceived, however, that I held the distinguished 
situation I had obtained, however unworthily, rather 
like the champion of pugilism,^ on the condition of 
being always ready to show proofs of my skill, than 
in the manner of the champion of chivalry, who per- 
forms his duties only on rare and solemn occasions. I 
was in any case conscious that I could not long hold 


there was one of 2000 in 1814 ; another of 2000 in 1815 ; one of 
2000 again in 1810 ; and two, making between them 2500, ap- 
peared in 1825, Since which time the Lady of the Lake, in 
collective editions of his poetry, and in separate issues, must 
have circulated to the extent of at least 20,000 copies more. 
So that, down to the month of July 183C, the legitimate sale 
in Great Britain has been not less than 50,000 copies.’ Lz/tJ 
Scott, voL iii. p. 248 


a situation which the caprice, rather than the judg- 
ment, of the public, had bestowed upon me, and pre- 
ferred being deprived of my precedence by some more 
worthy rival, to sinking into contempt for my indo- 
lence, and losing my reputation by what Scottish law- 
yers call the negative proscription. Accordingly, those 
who choose to look at the Introduction to Rokeby, in 
the present edition, will be able to trace the steps by 
which I declined as a poet to figure as a novellist ; as 
the ballad says, Queen Eleanor sunk at Charing- 
Cross to rise again at Queenhithe. 

It only remains for me to say, that, during my short 
pre-eminence of popularity, I faithfully observed the 
rules of moderation which I had resolved to follow 
before I began my course as a man of letters. If a 
man is determined to make a noise in the world, he 
is as sure to encounter abuse and ridicule, as he who 
gallops furiously through a village, must reckon on 
being followed fay the curs in full cry. Experienced 
persons know, that in stretching to flog the latter, the 
rider is very apt to catch a bad fall ; nor is an attempt 
to chastise a malignant critic attended with less dan- 
ger to the author. On this principle, I let parody, 
burlesque, and squibs, find their own level ; and while 
the latter hissed most fiercely, I was cautious never 
to catch them up, as school-boys do, to throw them 
back against the naughty boy who fired thein off, 
wisely remembering that they are, in such cases, apt 
to explode in the handling. Let me add, that my 
reign 2 (since Byron has so called it) w’as marked by 
some instances of good-nature as well as patience. I 
never refused a literary person of merit such services 
in smoothing his way to the public as were in my 
power; and I had the advantage, rather an uncom- 
mon one with our irritable race, to enjoy general 
favour, without incurring permanent ill-will, so far as 
is Icnown to me, among any of my contemporaries. 

' w.a 

Abbotsford, April 1830. 


1 In twice five years the * greatest living poet/ 

Like to the champion in the fisty ring. 

Is call’d on to support his claim, or show it, 
Although ’tis an imaginary thing,” &:c. 

JDon Jmn, canto xi st. 55. 

2 " Sir Walter reign’d before me,” &c. 

' Z>ow canto ri, St. 
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JOHN JAMES MABQXJIS OF ABEBCOBN, 
4*c. 4*0. 4r. 

THIS poem’ is INSCEIBED by 

THE AUTHOR. 


ARGUMENT. 


m Seene of Hue fotlomufj Poem is laid chkjiy in Hue Vicinity of Loch-Katrim, in the Western HiglilaRdsof 
PeriMire, Trie iinue of Action indudes Sije Days, and the transactions of each Day occupy a Canto. ® 


1 Published by 3ohn Ballantytie &Co. in 4to, with engra-'' 
ved frontispiece of Saxon’s portrait of Scott, £% 28. May 
18K)- 

3 “Never, we think, has the analogy between poetry and 
tainting been more strikingly exemplified than in the writings 
of Mr. Scott. He sees everything with a painter’s eye. What- 
ever he represents has a character of individuality, and is 
drawn with an accuracy and minuteness of discrimination, 
which we are not accustomed to expect from verbal descrip- 
tion. Much* of this, no doubt, is the result of genius: for 
there is a quick and comprehensive power of discernment, an 
intensity and keenness of observation, an almost intuitive 
glance, which nature alone can give, and by means of which 
her favourites are enabled to discover characteristic diflfer- 
ences, where the eye of dulness secs nothing hut uniformity; 
but something also must be referred to discipline and exer- 
cise. The liveliest fancy can only call forth those images 
wbich are already stored up in the memory ; and all that in- 
vention can do is to unite these into new combinations, which 
must appear confused and ill-defined, if the impressions ori- 
ginally received hy the senses were deficient in strength and 
distinctness. It is because Mr, Scott usually delineates those : 
objects with which he is perfectly familiar, that his touch is 
so easy, correct, and animated. The rocks, the ravines, and : 
the torrents, which he exhibits, are not the imperfect sketches 
of a hurried traveller, but the finished studies of a resident 
artist, deliberately drawn from different points of view; each 
has its true shape and position ; it is a portrait ; it has its 
name by which the spectator is invited to examine the exact- 
ness of the resemblance. The figures which are combined 
with the landscape are painted with the same fidelity. Like 
those of Salvator Rosa, they are perfectly appropriate to the 
spot on which they stand. The boldness of feature, the light- 
ness and compactness of form, the wildness of air, and the 
careless ease of attitude of these mountaineers, are as conge-' 
nial to their native Highlands, as the birch and the pine 
which darken their glens, the sedge which fringes theU* lakes 


I or the heath which waves over their moors.”— iZo 
Map lQlQ. 

It is honourable to Mr. Scott’s genius that he has been 
able to interest the public so deeply with this third present- 
ment of the same chivalrous scenes; hut we cannot help 
thinking, that both his glory and our gratification would have 
been greater, if he had changed his hand more completely, 
and actually given us a true Celtic story, with all its drapery 
and accompaniments in a corresponding style of decoration. 
Such a subject, we are persuaded, has very great capabilities, 
and only wants to be introduced to public notice by such a 
hand as Mr. Scott’s, to make a still more powerful Impression 
than he has already eftected by the resurrection of the tales 
of romance. There are few persons, we believe, of any degree 
of poetical susceptibility, who have wandered among the se- 
cluded valleys of the Highlands, and contemplated the singu- 
lar people by whom they are still tenanted— with their love of 
music and of song— their hardy and irregular life, so unlike 
the unvarying toils of the Saxon mechanic— their devotion to 
their chiefs— their wild and lofty traditions— their national 
enthusiasm— the melancholy grandeur of the scenes they in 
habit— and the multiplied superstitions which still linger 
among them— without feeling, that there is no existing 
people so well adapted for the purposes of poetry, or so 
capable of furnishing the occasions of new and striking in- 
ventions. 

“ are persuaded^ that if J/r. ScoiVs poicerful artd erect- 
live genius were to he turned in good earnest to such a sulgect. 
something miglitbe produced still mm'e impressive and original 
than even this age has yet witnessed.”— 3 bsfrey, Edinburgh 
BevmVf No. xvi. for 1810. 

** The subject of The Lady is a common Highland irrup- 
tion, but at a point where the neighbourhood of the Low- 
lands affords the best contrast of manners— where the scenery 
affords the noblest subject of description— and where the 
wild clan is so near to the Court, that their robliieries can 
be connected with the romantic adventures of a disguihed 


THE LADY OP THE LAKE. 
Ci&e Haits nf ItalE. 


CANTO :F1HST. 


UaRP of the North ! that mouldering long hast hung 
On the witch-elm that shades Saint Fillaa’s spring, 
And down the fitful breeze thy numbers filing,^ 

Till envious ivy did around thee cling, 

Muffling with verdant ringlet every string, — > 

0 minstrel Harp, still must thine accents sleep? 
Mid rustling leaves and fountains murmuring, 

Still must thy sweeter sounds their silence keep, 
Nor bid a warrior smile, nor teach a maid to weep9 

Not thus, in ancient days of Caledon, 

Was thy voice mute amid the festal crowd, 

When lay of hopeless love, or glory won. 

Aroused the fearful, or subdued the proud. 

At each according pause, w’as heard aloud- 
Thine ardent symphony sublime and high ! 

Fair dames and crested chiefs attention bow’’d ; 

For still the burden of thy minstrelsy 
W as Knighthood’s dauntless deed, and Beauty ’smatch- 
less eye. 

O wake once more ! how rude soe’er the hand 
That ventures o’er thy magic maze to stray ; 

O wake once more ! though scarce my sldll command 
Some feeble echoing of thine earlier lay : 

Though harsh and faint, and soon to die away, 

And all unworthy of thy nobler strain, 

Yet if one heart throb higher at its sway, 

The wizard note has not been touch’d in vain. 

Then silent be no more ! Enchantress, wake again ! 


I. 

The stag at eve had drunk his fill, 
Where danced the moon on Monan’s rill. 


king, an, exiled lord, and a liigli-born beauty. The whole 
narrative is very fine. There are not so many splendid pas- 
sages for quotation as in the two former poems. This may 
indeed silence the objections of the critics, but I doubt whe- 
ther it will promote the popularity of the i)ocm. It has no- 
thing so good as the Address to Scotland, or the Death of Mar- 
mion,”— Macktntosm, in his Diary, 1811, see his Life, vol. ii. 

p. 82. 

** The Lay, if I may venture to state the creed now esta- 
blished, is, I should say, generally considered as the most na- 
tural and original, Marmion as the most powerful and splen- 
did. the Lady of the Lake as the most interesting, romantic, 
picturesque, and graceful of his great poems.”— -LocKiiAnT, 
roi. iii. p 
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And deep his midnight lair had made 
In lone Hlenartney’s hazel shade ; 

But, when the sun his beacon red 
Had kindled on Benvoirlich’s head, 

The deep-mouth’d bloodhound’s heavy bay 
Resounded up the rocky way,® 

And faint, ficom farther distance home, 

Were heard the clanging hoof and horn. 

n. 

As Chief, who hears Ids warder call, 

“ To arms I the foemen storm the wall,” 

The antler’d monarch of the waste 
Sprung from his heathery couch in haste. 

But, ere his fleet career he took, 

Tlie dew-drops from his flanks he shook ; 

Like crested leader proud and high, 

Toss’d his beam’d frontlet to the sky ; 

A moment gazed adown the dale, 

A moment snufT’d the tainted gale, 

A moment listen’d to the cry, 

That thicken’d as the chase drew nigh ; 

Then, as the headmost foes appear’d, 

With one brave bound the copse he clear’d, 

And, stretching forward free and far, 

Sought the wild heaths of Uam-Yar, 

III. 

Yell’d on the view the opening pack ; 

Rock, glen, and cavern, paid them back ; 

To many a mingled sound at once 
The awaken’d mountain gave response. 

A hundred dogs hay’d deep and strong. 

Clatter’d a hundred steeds along, 

Their peal the men-y horns rung out, 

A hundred voices join’d the shout ; 

IsYitlkhark and whoop and wild hailoo. 

No rest Benvoirlich’s echoes knew.'* 

Far from the tumult fled the roe, 

Close in her covert cower’d the doe, 

The falcon, from her cairn on high, 

Cast, on the rout a wondering eye, 

Till far beyond her piercing ken 
The hurricane had swept the glen. 

Faint and more faint, its failing din 
Return’d from cavern, cliff, and linn, 


’ MS.—'* And on the fitful breeze thy numbers flung, 

Till envious ivy, with her verdant ring. 

Mantled and muffled each melodious string,— 

0 rVizeerd Harp, still must thine accents sleep 

2 MS. — “ At each according pause thou spokest aloud 

Thine ardent sympathy.” 

3 MS.—" Tlie bloodhound’s notes of heavy bas*. 

Resounded hoarsely up the pass.” 

4 Benvoirlich, a mountain comprehended in the clustey ot 
the Grampians, at the head of the valley of the Garry, a 
river which springs from its base. It rises to an elevation of 
3330 feet above the level of the sea. 
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And silence settled, wide and still, 

On the lone wood and mighty hill. 

IV. 

Less loud the sounds of silvan war 
Disturb’d*the heights of Uam-Var, 

And roused the cavern, where His told, 

A giant made his den of old 

For ere that steep ascent was won, 

High in hif uathway hung the sun, 

And many a gallant, stay’d perforce. 
Was fain to breathe his faltering horse, 
And of the trackers of the deer. 

Scarce half the lessening pack was near; 
So shrewdly on the mountain side 
Had the bold burst their mettle tried. 

V. 

The noble stag was pausing now. 

Upon the mountain’s southern brdw, 
Where broad extended, far beneath, 

The varied realms of fair Menteith. 

With anidous eye he wander’d o’er 
Mountain and meadow, moss and moor, 


* See Appendix, Note A, 

s ** About a mile to the westwaxcl of the inn of Aberfoyle, 
Locbard opens to the view. A few hundred yards to the east 
of it, the Avendow, which had just issued from the lake, 
tamhlos its waters over a ragged precipice of more than thirty 
feet in height, forming, in the rainy season, several very ms^g- 
nificent cataracts. 

” The first opening of the lower lake, from the east, is un- 
oommonly picturesque. Directing the eye nearly westward, 
Benlomond raises its pyramidal mass in the background. In 
nearer prospect, you have gentle eminences, covered with oak 
and birch to the very summit; the bare rock sometimes peep- 
ing through amongst the clumps. Immediately under the 
eye, the lower lake, stretching out from narrow beginnings to 
a breadth of about half a mile, is seen in full prospect. On 
the right, the banks are skirted with extensive oak woods 
which cover the mountain more than half way up. 

“ Advancing to the westward, the view of the lake is lost 
for aiwut a mile. The ripper lake, wliich is by far the most 
extensive, is separated from the lower by a stream of about 
200 yards in length. The most advantageous view of the 
upper lake presents itself from a rising ground near its lower 
extremity, where a footpath strikes off to the south, into the 
wood that overhangs this connecting stream. Looking west- 
ward, Benlomond is seen in tlie background, rising, at the dis- 
tance of six miles, in the form of a regular cone, its sides pre- 
senting a gentle slopo to the N.W, and S.E. On the right is 
the lofty mountain of Benoghrie, running west towards the 
deep vale in which Lochcon lies concealed from the eye. In 
the foreground, Lochard stretches out to the west in the 
fairest prospect ; its length three miles, and its breadth a mile 
and a half. On the right, it is skirted with woods; the 
northern and western extremity of the lake is diversified with 
meadows, and com-fields, and farm-houses. On the left, few 
marks of cultivation are to be seen. 

Farther on, the traveller passes along the verge of the 
Jake under a ledge of rock, from thirty to fifty feet high ; and, 
Btanding immediately under this rock, towards its western 
extremity, he has a doable echo, of uncommon distinctness. 
Upon pronouncing, with a firm voice, a line of ten syllables, 


And ponder’d refuge from his toily 
By far Lochard^ or Aberfoyle. 

But nearer was the copse wood grey. 

That waved and wept on Loch-Achraj, 
And mingled with the pine-trees blue 
On the bold cliffs of Benvenue. 

Fresh vigour with the hope return ’d,® 

With flying foot the heath he spurn’d. 

Held westward with unwearied race, 

And left behind the panting chase. 

VI. 

’Twere long to tell what steeds gave o’er. 
As swept the hunt through Cambus-more 
What reins were tighten’d in despair, 
When rose Benledi's ridge in air 
Who flagg’d upon Bochastle’s heath, 

Who shunn’d to stem the flooded Teith,—- ^ 
For twice that day, from shore to shore. 
The gallant stag swam stoutly o’er. 

Few were the stragglers, following far. 
That reach’d the lake of Vennachar 
And when the Brigg of Turk was won,^ 
The headmost horseman rode alone. 


it is returned, first from the opposite side of the lakeland 
when that is finished, it is repeated mth equal distinctness 
from the wood on the east. The day must be perfectly calm, 
and the lake as smooth as glass, for otherwise no human voice 
can be returned from a distance of at least a quarter of a mile.*' 
—Graham’s Sketches qf Perthshire^ 2d edit. p. 182, dec. 

3 MS.— Fresh vigour with the thmcjht return’d. 

With flying iioo/'the heath be spum’d.” 

* Cambus-more, within about two miles of Callender, on the 
wooded banks of ’the Keltic, a tributary of the Teith, is the 
Beat of a family of the name of Buchanan, whom the Poet fre- 
quently visited in his younger days. 

« Benledi is a magnificent mountain, 301)0 feet in height, 
which bounds the horizon on the north-west from Callender. 
The name, according to Celtic etymologists, signifies the Moun- 
tain, of God. 

6 Two mountain streams— the one flowing from Loch Voil, 
by the pass of Leny ; the other from Loch Katrine, by Loch 
Achrayand Loch Vennachar, unite at Callender; and tho 

1 river thus formed thenceforth takes the name of Tdth. Hence 
the designation of the territory of Menteith. 

7 “ Loch Vennachar, a beautiful expanse of water, of about 
five miles in length, by a mile and a-half in breadth.”— 
Graham. 

3 “ About a mile above Loch Vennachar, the approach 
(from the east) to the Brifjg, or Bridge of Turk (the scene of 
the death of a wild-boar famous in Celtic tradition), leads to 
the summit of an eminence, where there bursts upon the tra- 
veller’s eye a sudden and wide prospect of the windings of 
the river that issues from Loch Aehray, with that sweet lake 
itself in front ; the gently rolling river pursues its serpentine 
course through an extensive meadow; at the west end of the 
lake, on the side of Aberfoyle, is situated the delightful farm 
of Aehray, the level feld, a denomination justly due to it, 
when considered in contrast with the rugged rocks and moun- 
tains which surround it. From tins eminence are to be seen 
also, on the right hand, the entrance to G ienfinlas, and in the 
distance Benvenue.”— Gbaham. 








THE LADY OF THE LAKE. 


" I little thought, when first thy rein 
I slack’d upon the banks of Seine, 

That Highland eagle e’er should feed 
On thy fleet limbs, my matchless steed ! 
Woe worth the chase, woe worth the day. 
That costs thy life, my gallant grey I" 


Alone, but with unbated zeal, 

That horseman plied the scourge and steel ; 
For jaded now, and spent with toil. 
Emboss’d with foam, and dark with soil, 
While every gasp with sobs he drew, 

The labouring stag strain’d full in view. 

Two dogs of black Saint Hubert’s breed, 
CJnmatch’d for courage, breath, and speed,^ 
Fast on his flying traces came 
And all but won that desperate game ; 

For, scarce a spear’s length from his haunch. 
Vindictive toil’d the bloodhounds stanch ; 
Nor nearer might the dogs attain, 

Nor farther might the quarry strain. 

Thus up the margin of the lake, 

Between the precipice and brake, 

O’er stock and rock their race they take. 


Then through the deU his horn resounds, 
From vain pursuit to call the hound$. 
Back limp’d, with slow and crippled pace. 
The sulky leaders of the chase j 
Close to their master’s side they press’d, 
With drooping tail and humbled crest ; 
But still the dingle’s hollow throat 
Prolong’d the swelling bugle-note. 

The owlets started from their dream, 

The eagles answer’d with their scream, 
Round and around the sounds were cast, 
Till echo seem’d an answering blast ; 

And on the hunter hied his way,* 

To join some comrades of the day; 

Yet often paused, so strange the road, 

So wondrous were the scenes it show'd. 


viir. 

The Hunter mark’d that mountain high, 
The lone lake’s western boundary, 

And deem’d the stag must turn to bay, 
Where that huge rampart harr’d the way ; 
Already glorying in the prize, 

Measured his antlers with his eyes j 
For the death- wound and death-liailoo, 
Muster’d his breath, his whinyard drew j— ® 
But thundering as he came prepared, 

With ready arm and weapon bared, 

The wily quari’y shunn’d the shock, 

And turn’d him from the opposing rock ; 
Then, dashing down a darksome glen, 

Soon lost to hound and hunter’s ken, 

In the. deep Trosach’s® wildest nook 
His solitary refuge took. 

There, while close couch’d, the thicket 
shed 

Cold dews and wild-flowers on his head, 

He heard the baffled dogs in vain 
Rave through the hollow pass amain. 
Chiding the rocks that yell’d again. 


The western waves of ebbing day 
Roll’d o’er the glen their level way ; 
Each purple peak, each flinty spire, 

Was bathed in floods of lining fire. 

But not a setting beam could glow 
Within the dark ravines below, 

Where twined the path in shadow hid, 
Round many a rocky pyramid, 

Shooting abruptly from the dell 
Its thunder-splinter’d pinnacle ; 

Round many an insulated mass, 

The native bulwarks of the pass, ^ 

Huge as the tower® which builders vain 
Presumptuous piled on Shinar’s plain.® 
The rocky summits, split and rent. 
Form’d turret, dome, or battlement, 

Or seem’d fantastically set 
With cupola or minaret. 

Wild crests as paged ever deck’d. 

Or mosque of Eastern architect. 

Nor were these earth-born castles bare/ 
Nor lack’d they many a banner fair ; 
For, from their shiver’d brows display’d. 
Far o’er the unfathomable glade, 

All twinkling with the dewdrops sheen,® 
The brier-rose fell in streamers green, 
And creeping shrubs, of thousand dyes, 
Waved in the west-wind’s summer sighs. 


Close on the hounds the hunter came, 
To cheer them on the vanish’d game ; 
But, stumbling in the rugged dell, 

The gallant horse exhausted fell. 

The impatient rider strove in vain 
To rouse him with the spur and rein; 
For the good steed, Ms labours o’er, 
Stretch’d his stiff limbs, to rise no more 
Then, touch’d with pity and remorse. 
He sorrow’d o’er the expiring horse. 


5 MS.— The mimic castles of tho pass.” 

6 The Tower of Babel. — Genesis, xi, 1-9. 

7 MS.— “ Nor were these mighty bulwarks bare.” 

8 aiS,— “ Bright ylistening with the dewdrops shecu. 


i See Appendix, Note B. 2 Ibid, Note C. 

3 “ The term Trosachs signifies the rough or bristled terri- 
tory.''— G raham. 

* MB.— And on the hunter hied his pace, 

To meet some comrades of the chase.’' 
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XIL 

Boon nature scatter’d, free and wild. 

Each plant or flower, the mountain’s eMId, 
Here eglantine embalm’d the air. 

Hawthorn and liazel mingled there ; 

The primrose pale and violet flower, 

Found in each cliff a narrow bower ; 

Fox-glove and night-shade, side by side. 
Emblems of punishment and pride. 

Group’d their dark- hues with every stain 
The weather-beaten crags retain. 

"With boughs that quaked at every breath. 
Grey birch and aspen wept beneath ; 

Aloft, the ash and warrior oak 
Cast anchor in the rifted rock ; 

And, higher yet, the pine-tree hung 
His shatter’d trunk, and frequent flung,^ 
Where seem’d the cliffs to meet on high. 

His boughs athwart the narrow’d sky. 

Highest of all, where white pealvs glanced, 
Where glist’ning streamers waved and danced, 
The wanderer’s eye could barely view 
The summer heaven’s delicious blue ; 

So wondrous wild, the whole might seem 
The scenery of a fairy dream. 

xm. 

Onward, amid the copse ’gan peep 
A narrow inlet, still and deep, 

Affording scarce such breadth of brim,® 

As served the wild duck’s brood to swim. 

Lost for a space, through thickets veering, 
But broader when again appearing. 

Tall rocks and tufted knolls their face 
Could on the dark-blue mirror trace ; 

And farther as the hunter stray’d, 

Still broader sweep its channels made. 

The shaggy mounds no longer stood, 
Emerging from entangled wood,® 

But, wave-encircled, seem’d to float, 

Like castle girdled with its moat ; 

Yet broader floods extending still 
Divide them from their parent hill. 

Till each, retiring, claims to be 
An islet in an inland sea. 


1 MS.— “ His scathed trunk, and frequent flung. 

Where seem’d the cliffs to meet on high, 

Idis rugged arms athwart the sky. 

Highest of all, where white peaks glanced. 
Where tmukllng streamers waved and danced.” 

* MS.— Affording scarce such breadth of flood. 

As served to float the wild-duck’s brood.” 

S MS.—'* Emerging dry-shod from the wood.” 

See Appendix, Note D. 

Loch-Ketturin is the Celtic pronunciation. In his Notes 
to The Fair Maid of Perth, the author has signified his belief 
that the lake was named after the Cattcrins, or wild robbers, 
who haunted its shores. 

® is literally the little mountain — i e. as con- 

trasted with Benledi and Benlomond. 


XIT. 

And now, to issue from the glen, 

No pathway meets the wanderer’s ken. 

Unless he climb, with footing nice, 

A far projecting precipice.** 

The broom’s tough roots his ladder made, 

The hazel saplings lent their aid; 

And thus an airy point he won, 

Where, gleaming with the setting sun, 

One burnish’d sheet of living gold, 

Loch Katrine lay beneath him roll’d,® 

In all her length far winding lay, 

With promontory, creek, and bay. 

And islands that, empurpled bright, 

Floated amid the livelier light, 

And mountains, that like giants stand, 

To sentinel enchanted land. 

High on the south, huge Benvenue® 

Down on the lake in masses threw 
Crags, knolls and mounds, confusedly hurl’d, 
The fragments of an earlier world ; 

A wildering forest feather’d o’er 
His ruin’d sides and summit hoar, ^ 

While on the north, through middle air, 
Ben-an® heaved high his forehead bare.® 

, , XV. 

Prom the steep promontory gazed 
The stranger^ raptured and amazed. 

And, " What a scene were here,” he cried, 

** For princely pomp, or churchman’s pride I 
On this l3(old brow, a lordly tower ; 

In that soft vale, a lady’s bower ; 

On yonder meadow, far away, 

The turrets of a cloister grey ; 

How blithely might the bugle-horn 
Chide, on the lake, the lingering mom ! 

How sweet, at eve, the lover's lute 
Chime, when the groves were still and mute I 
And, when the midnight moon should lave 
Her forehead in the silver wave, 

How solemn on the ear would come 
The holy matins’ distant hum, 

While the deep peal’s commanding tone 
Should wake, in yonder islet lone, 


7 His ruin’d sides and hoar, 

While on the north to middle air,” 

8 According to Graham, Ben-an, or Beniian, is a mere di- 
minutive of Mountain. 

9 “ Perhaps the art of landscape-painting in poetry, hasnever 
been displayed in higher perfection than in these stanzas, to 
which rigid criticism might possibly object that the picture is 
somewhat too minute, and that the contemplation of it de- 
tains the traveller somewhat too long from the main purpose 
of his pilgrimage, hut which it would be an act of the greatest 
injustice to break into fragments, and present by piecemeal. 
Not so the magnificent scene which bursts upon the bewil- 
dered hunter as he emerges at length from the dell, and com- 
mands at one view the beautiful expanse of Loch Katrine.” — 
Critical Eeview, August 1820. 

18 MS.— Prom the high promontory gazed 

The stranger, awe struck and amazed.” 
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A sainted liermit from his cell, 

To drop a bead with every knell — ■ 
And bugle, lute, and bell, and all, 
Should each bewilder’d stranger call 
To friendly feast, and lighted hall. ^ 


XTIII. 

And ne’er did Grecian chisel trace® 

A Nymph, a Naiad, or a Grace, 

Of finer form, or lovelier face 1 
What though the sun, with ardent frown, 
Had slightly tinged her cheek with 
brown, 

The sportive toil, which, short and light, 
Had dyed her glowing hue so bright. 

Served too in hastier swell to show 
Short glimpses of a breast of snow : 

"V^Tiat though no rule of courtly grace 
To measured mood had train’d her pace, — 
A foot more light, a step more true, 

Ne’er from the heath-flower dash’d the 
dew; 

E’en the slight harebell raised its head, 
Elastic from her aiiy tread : 

What though upon her speech there hung 
The accents of the mountain tongue, — ^ 
Those silver sounds, so soft, so dear. 

The listener held his breath to hear 1 


XYL 

Blithe were it then to w'ander here ! 
But now,— -beshrew yon nimble deer, — 
Like that same hermit’s, thin and spare, 
The copse must give my evening fare ; 
Some mossy bank my couch must be, 
Some rustling oak my canopy.® 

Yet pass we that; the war and chase 
Give little choice of resting-place ; — 

A summer night, in greenwood spent. 
Were but to-moiTow’s merriment: 

But hosts may in these wilds abound, 
Such as are better miss’d than found ; 
To meet with Highland plunderers here. 
Were worse than loss of steed or deer. — 
I am alone ; — ^my bugle-strain 
May call some straggler of the train ; 

Or, fall the worst that may betide, 

Ere now this falchion has been tried.” 


XIX. 

A Cliieftain’s daughter seem’d the maid ; 
Her satin snood,® her silken plaid. 

Her golden brooch, such birth betray'd. 
And seldom was a snood amid 
Such wild luxuriant ringlets hid, 

Whose glossy black to shame might bring 
The plumage of the raven’s wing; 

And seldom o’er a breast so fair, 

Mantled a plaid with modest care, 

And never brooch the folds combined 
Above a heart more good and kind. 

Her kindness and her worth to spy, 

You need but gaze on Ellen’s eye ; 

Not Katrine, in her mirror blue, 

Gives back the shaggy banks more true. 
Than every free-bom glance confess’d 
The guileless movements of her breast ; 
Whether joy danced in her dark eye. 

Or w’oe or pity claim’d a sigh. 

Or filial love was glowing there. 

Or meek devotion pour’d a prayer, 

Or tale of injury call’d forth 
The indignant spirit of the North. 

One only passion unreveal’d. 

With maiden pride the maid conceal’a. 
Yet not less purely felt the flame ; — 

0 need I tell that passion’s name ! 


XVII. 

But scarce again his horn he wound, ^ 
When lo ! forth starting at the sound. 
From underneath an aged oak, 

That slanted from the islet rock, 

A damsel guider of its way, 

A little skiff shot to the bay,® 

That round the promontory steep 
Led its deep line in graceful sweep, 
Eddying, in almost viewdess w^ave, 

The weeping willow-twig to lave. 

And kiss, with whispering sound and slow 
The beach of pebbles bright as snow. 

The boat had touch’d this silver strand, 
Just as the Hunter left his stand, 

And stood conceal’d amid the brake, 

To view this Lady of the Lake. 

The maiden paused, as if again 

She thought to catch the distant strain. 

With head up-raised, and look intent, 

And eye and ear attentive bent, 

And locks flung back, and lips apart, 

Like monument of Grecian art, 

In listening mood, she seem’d to stai.cl. 
The guardian Naiad of the strand. 


And when the boat had touch’d the sand. 
Conceal’d he stood amid the brake. 

To view this Lady of the Lake.** 

6 MS.— A finer form, a fairer face, 

Had never marble Nymph or Grace, 

That boasts the Grecian chisel’s trace,** 

7 MS.— The accents of a stranger tongue,** 

® See Note on Canto III. stanza 5. 


1 MS.— “ To hospitable feast and hall.*’ 
s MS.— “ And hollow trimk of some old tree, 
2Tif chamber for the night must bef 
3 See Appendix, Note E. 

* MS,— “ The hugfe shrill aeain he w'onnd. 

And lo! forth starting at the sound. 
6 MS. — A little skiff shot to the bay. 

The HuJiter left his aiiy stand. 
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XX. 

Impatient of the silent horn, 

Now on the gale her voice was borne 
« Father!” she cried; the rocks around 
Loved to prolong the gentle sound. 

A wliile she paused, no answer came,*— ^ 
Jilalcolm, was thine the blast?” the name 
Less resolutely utter’d fell, 

The echoes could not cateh the swell. 

A stranger I/’ the Huntsman said, 
Advancing from the hazel shade. 

The maid, alarmed, with hasty oar, 

Push’d her light shallop from the shore. 
And when a space was gain’d between, 
Closer she drew her bosom’s screen ; 

(So forth the startled swan would swing,® 
So turn to prune his ruffled wing.) 

Then safe, though flutter’d and amazed. 
She paused, and on the stranger gazed. 

Kot his the form, nor his the eye, 

That youthful maidens wont to fly. 

XXL 

On his hold visage middle age 
Had sEghtly press’d its signet sage 
Yet had not q^uench’d the open truth 
And fiery vehemence of youth ; 

Forward and frolic glee was there. 

The will to do, the soul to dare. 

The sparkling glance, soon blown to fire, 
Of hasty love, or headlong ire. 

His limbs were cast in manly mould, 

For hardy sports or contest bold ; 

And though in peaceful garb array’d, 

And weaponleiK, except hi§ blade, 

His stately mien as well implied 
A high-born heart, a martial pride, 

As if a Baron’s crest he wore. 

And sheathed in armour trode the shore. 
Slighting the petty need he show’d. 

He told of his benighted road ; 

His ready speech flow’d fair and free. 

In phrase of gentlest courtesy ; 

Yet seem’d that tone, and gesture bland, 
Less used to sue than to command. 

XXII. 

A while the maid the stranger eyed, 

And, reassured, at length replied. 

That Highland halls were open still® 

To wilder’d wanderers of the hill. 


i MS.— A space she paused, no answer came,— 

‘ Alpine, was thine the blast ? ’ the name 
Less resolutely utter’d fell, 

The echoes could not catch the swell. 

‘ Nor foe nor friend,* the stranger said, 
Advancing from the hazel shade. 

The iiarUed maid, with hasty oar, 

Push’d her fight shallop from the shore.” 


« Nor think you unexpected come 
To yon lone isle, our desert home ; 

Before the heath had lost the dew, 

This morn, a couch was puU’d for you ; 

On yonder mountain’s purple head 
Have ptarmigan and heath-cock bled. 

And our broad nets have swept the mef% 

To furnish forth your evening cheer.”-— 

“ Now, by the rood, my lovely maid. 

Your courtesy has err’d,” he said ; 

" No right have I to claim, misplaced, 

The welcome of expected guest. 

A wanderer, here by fortune tost. 

My way, my Mends, my courser lost, 

I ne’er before, believe me, fair, 

Have ever drawn your mountain air, 

Till on this lake’s romantic strand,^ 

I found a fay in fiiiry land 1” — 

XXIIL 

“ I well believe,” the maid replied, 

As her light skiff approach’d the side, — 

" I well believe, that ne’er before 
Your foot has trod Loch Katrine’s shore ; 
But yet, as far as yesternight, 

Old AUan-bane foretold your plight,— 

A grey-hair’d sire, whose eye intent 
Was on the vision’d future bent.® 

He saw your steed, a dappled grey, 

Lie dead beneath the birchen way ; 

Fainted exact your form and mien, 

Your hunting suit of Lincoln green. 

That tassell’d horn so gaily gilt, 

That falchion’s crooked blade and hilt. 

That cap with heron plumage trim, 

And yon two hounds so dark and grim. 

He bade that all should ready be, 

To grace a guest of fair degi’ee ; 

But light I held his prophecy, 

And deem’d it was my father’s horn, 

Whose echoes o’er the lake were borne.” 

XXIV. 

The stranger smiled Since to your home 
A destined errant-knight I come, 
Announced by prophet sooth and old, 
Doom’d, doubtless, for achievement bold, 

I’ll lightly front each high emprise, 

For one kind glance of those bright eyes. 
Permit me, fii’st, the task to guide 
Your fai]^ frigate o’er the tide.” 


2 MS.—** So o’er the lake the swan wonH spring. 

Then turn to prime its niiied wing.” 

3 MS.— ** ifer ftaZZ wiaif open still.” 

4 MS.— “ Till on this lake’s enchanting strand.’* 

fiMS.— ** Is often on the future bent.”— See Appendix, 
Note F. . ■ ■ 
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Tlie maidj ■with smile suppress’d and sly. 

The toil nii'wonted sa-w him try ; 

For seldom sure, if e’er before* 

Ilis noble hand had grasp’d an oar : ^ 

Yet wth main strength his strokes he drew, 

And o’er the lake the shallop fiew'; 

With heads erect, and whimpering cilgr, 

The hounds behind their passage ply. 

Nor frequent does the bright oar break 
The dark’ning mirror of the lake, 

Until the rocky isle they reach. 

And moor their shallop on the beach. 

; XXV. , 

The stranger view’d the shore around; 

’Twas all so close with copse wood bound, 

Nor track nor pathway might declare 
That human foot frequented there. 

Until the mountain-maiden show’d 
A clambering unsuspected road, 

That winded through the tangled screen. 

And open’d on a narrow green, 

Where weeping birch and wallow round 
With their long fibres swept the ground. 

Here, for retreat in dangerous hour, 

Some chief had framed a rustic bower.- 

XXVI. 

It was a lodge of ample size, 

But strange of structure and device ; 

Of such materials, as around 

The workman’s hand had readiest found. 

Bopp’d off their boughs, their hoar tninks bared, 
And by the hatchet rudely squared. 

To give the walls their destined height, 

The sturdy oak and ash unite ; 

Wliile moss and clay and leaves combined 
To fence each cre'^ice from the wind. 

The lighter pine-trees, over-head, 

Their slender length for rafters spread, 

And wither’d heath and rushes dry 
Supplied a russet canopy. 

Due westward, fronting to the green, 

A rural portico was seen, 

Aloft on native pillars borne, 

Of mountain fir, with bark unshorn. 

Where Ellen’s hand had taught to tw’ine 
The iyj and Idcean vine, 

The clematis, the favour’d flower 
V^hich boasts the name of virgin-bower. 

And every hardy plant could bear 
Loch Katrine’s keen and searching air- 
An instant in this porch she staid. 

And gaily to the stranger smd, 


1 MS .— This gentle band bad grasjr’d an oar ; 

Yet with mam strength Uie oars be drew.*' 

2 See Appendix, NoteG. 

« MS.— “ Here grins the 'Wolf as when he died, 

There bung the wild- cat’s brindled hide, 


On heaven and on thy lady esll, 

And enter the enchanted hall !” 

XXVIL 

My hope, my heaven, my trust must be. 
My gentle guide, in following thee.” 

He cross’d the threshold— -and a clang 
Of angry steel that instant rang. 

To his bold brow his spirit rush’d, 

But soon for vain alarm he blush’d, 

When on the floor he saw display'd, 

Cause of the din, a naked blade 
Dropp’d from the sheath, that careless flung 
Upon a stag’s huge antlers swung ; 

For all around, the w^alls to grace, 

Hung tropliies of the fight or chase : 

A target there, a bugle here, 

A battle-axe, a hunting-spear, 

And broadswords, bows, and arrows store, 
With the tusk’d trophies of the boar. 

Here grins the wolf as when ho died.^ 

And there the "wild-cat’s brindled hide 
The frontlet of the elk adorns. 

Or mantles o’er the bison’s horns ; 

Pennons and flags defaced and stain'd, 

That blackening streaks of blood retain’d, 
And deer-skins, dappled, dun, and white, 
With otter’s fiir and seal's unite. 

In rude and uncouth tapestry all. 

To garnish forth the silvan hall. 

XXVIII. 

The wondering stranger round him gazed. 
And next the fallen weapon raised 
Few were the arms whose sinewy strength 
Sujfficed to stretch it forth at length, 

And as the brand he poised and sway'd, 

I never knew but one,” he said, 

" Whose stalwart arm might brook to wield 
A blade like this in battle-field.” 

She sigh’d, then smiled and took the word ; 

You see the guardi :n champion’s sword : 
As light it trembles in his hand, 

As in my grasp a hazel wand ; 

My sire’s tall form might grace the part 
Of Ferragus or Ascabart ; * 

But in the absent giant’s hold 
Are women now, and menials qld.” 

XXIX. 

The mistress of the mansion came. 

Mature of age, a graceflil dame ; 

Whose easy step and stately port 
Had well become a princely court, 


Above the elk’s branch’d brow and skull. 
And frontlet of the »twest bull.” 

* See Appendix, Note H 
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To wliom, thougli more tiian Idndred 
Young Ellen gave a mother’s due.^ 

Meet welcome to her guest she made, 

And every courteous rite was paid. 

That hospitality could claim, 

Though all unask’d Ms birth and name.^ 

Such then the reverence to a guest, 

That fellest foe might join the feast, 

And from his deadliest foeman’s door 
Unquestion’d turn, the banquet o’er. 

At length his rank the stranger names, 

"The Knight of Snowdoun, James Fitz- James; 
Lord of a barren heritage, 

Which his brave sdres, from age to ago, 

By their good swords had held with toil ; 

His sire had fallen in such turmoil. 

And he, God wot, was forced to stand 
Oft for his right with blade in hand. 

This morning, with Lord Moray’s train, 

He chased a stalwart stag in vain. 

Outstripp’d his comrades, miss’d the deer, 

Lost his good steed, and wander’d here.” 

XXX. 

Fain would the Knight in turn require 
The name and state of Ellen’s sire. 

Well show’d the elder lady’s mien,» 

That courts and dries she had seen ; 

Ellen, though more her looks display’d* 

The simple grace of silvan maid, 

In speech and gesture, form and face, 

Show’d she was come of gentle race. 

’Twere strange, in ruder rank to find. 

Such looks, such manners, and such mind. 
Each hint the Knight of Snowdoun gave, 
Dame Margaret heard with silence grave ; 

Or Ellen, innocently gay, 

Turn’d all inquiry light aw'ay: — 

" Weird w^omen we ! by dale and dowm 
We dwell, afar from tower and town. 

We stem the flood, we ride the blast, 

On wandering knights our spells we cast ; 
While viewless minstrels touch the string, 

’Tis thus our charmed rhymes we sing.” 

She sung, and still a harp unseen 
Fill’d up the symphony between.^ 

XXXL 

" Soldier, rest 1 thy warfare o’er. 

Sleep the sleep that knows not breaking ; 


i MS.—" To whom, though more remote her claim, 
Young Ellon gave a mother’s name.” 
s See Appendix, Note I. 

» MS.—" Well show’d the mother’s easy mien.” 

4 MS.—" Ellen, though more her looks detrayUi 
The simple heart oi mountain maid, 

In speech and gesture, form and grace, 
Show’d she was come of gentle race ; 
^’was strange, in hirth so rude, tO' find 
Such /arc, such manners, and such mind. 


Dream of battled fields no more. 

Days of danger, nights of waking. 

In our isle’s enchanted hall, 

Hands unseen thy couch are strewing,. 
Fairy strains of music fall. 

Every sense in slumber dewing. 

Soldier, res(^ I thy warfare o’er. 

Dream of fighting fields no more : 

Sleep the sleep that knows not breaking. 
Mom of toil, nor night of waking. 

" No rude sound shall reach tliine ear,® 
Armour’s clang, or war-steed champing. 
Trump nor pibroch summon here 

Mustering clan, or squadron tramping. 

Yet the lark’s shrill fife may come 
At the day-break from the fallow. 

And the bittern sound his drum. 

Booming from the sedgy shallow. 

Ruder sounds shall none be near 
Guards nor warders challenge here, 

Here ’s no war-steed’s neigh and champing. 
Shouting clans, or squadrons stamping.” 

XXXII. 

She paused^ — then, blushing, led the lay' 

To grace the stranger of the day. 

Her mellow notes awhile prolong 
The cadence of the flowing song, 

Till to her lips in measured frame 
The minstrel verse spontaneous came. 

"Huntsman, rest! thy .chase is done. 

While our slumbrous spells assail ye,® 
Dream not, with the rising sun, 

Bugles here shall sound reveille. 

Sleep 1 the deer is in Ms den ; 

Sleep 1 thy hounds are by thee lying ; 

Sleep ! nor dream in yonder glen, 

How thy gallant steed lay dying. 
Huntsman, rest ! thy chase is dune. 

Think not of the rising sun, 

For at dawming to assail ye, 

Here no bugles sound reveille.” 

XXXIII. 

The hall was clear’d — the stranger’s bed 
Was there of mountain heather spread, 
Where oft a hundred guests had lain, 

And dream’d their forest sports again.® 

Each anxious hint the stranger gave, 

The mother heard with silence grave.” 

5 See Appendix, Note K. 

® MS. — " Noo 71 of hunger, night of waking. 

No rude sound shall 7'ouse thine ear.” 

7 MS.—" She paused — waked again the lay.” 

Slumber sweet our spells shall deal ye. 

Let our slumbrous spollsf 
9 MS.—" And dream’d their mountain chase again ” 


j ?’-i f .'-'i'*.. 7'‘f ■■■-], “ 7'- ''.j 
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But vainly did the heath-flower shed 
Its moorland fragrance round his head ; 

Not Ellen’s spell had lull’d to rest 
The fever of his troubled breast. 

In broken dreams the image rose 
Of varied perils, pains, and woes : 

His steed now flounders in the brake, 

Now sinks his barge upon the lake ; 

Now leader of a broken host, 

His standard falls, his honour’s lost. 

Then, — ^from my couch may heavenly might 
Chase that worst phantom of the night ! — 
Again return’d the scenes of youth, 

Of confident undoubting truth ; 

Again his soul he interchanged 

With friends whose hearts were long estranged. 

They come, in dim procession led, 

The cold, the faithless, and tiie dead ; 

As warm each hand, each brow as gay, 

As if they parted yesterday. 

And doubt distracts him at the view, 

0 were his senses false or true ! 

Dream’d he of death, or broken vow. 

Or is it all a vision now P 

XXXIT. 

At length, with Ellen in a grove 
He seem’d to walk, and speak of love ; 

She listen’d with a blush and sigh, 

His suit w’^as warm, liis hopes were high. 

He sought her yielded hand to clasp. 

And a cold gauntlet met his grasp : 

The phantom’s sex was changed and gone, 
Upon its head a helmet shone ; 

Slowly enlarged to giant size, 

With darken’d cheek and threatening eyes, 

The grisly visage, stern and hoar, 

To Ellen still a likeness bore. — 

He woke, and, panting with affright, 

Recall’d the vision of the night.® 

The hearth’s decaying brands were red, 

And deep and dusky lustre shed, 

Half showing, half concealing, all 
The uncouth trophies of the hall. 

Mid those the stranger fix’d his eye, 

Wliere that huge falchion hung on high, 


And thoughts on thoughts, a countless throng, 
Rush’d, chasing countless thoughts along, 
Until, the giddy whirl to cure, 

He rose, and sought the moonshine pure. 

. XXXV.' 

The wild-w)se, eglantine, and broom,® 

Wasted around their rich perfume : 

The birch-trees wept in fragrant bairn, 

The aspens slept beneath the calm ; 

The silver light, with (quivering glance, 

Play’d on the w^ater’s still expanse, — 

Wild -were the heart wdiose passions’ sway 
Could rage beneath the sober ray i 
He felt its calm, that warrior guest, 

W'hile thus he communed with his br;?ast 
fc Why is it, at each turn I trace 
Some memory of that exiled race? 

Can I not mountain-maiden spy, 

But she must bear the Douglas eye I 
Can I not view a Highland brand, 

But it must match the Douglas hand ? 

Gan I not frame a fever’d dream. 

But still the Douglas is the theme ? 

I’ll dream no more — by manly mind 
Not even in sleep is will resign’d. 

My midnight orisons said o’er, 

I’ll turn to rest, and dream no more.” 

His midnight orisons he told, 

A prayer wnth every bead of gold. 

Consign’d to heaven his cares and woes, 

And sunk in undisturb’d repose j 
Until the heath-cock shrilly crew, 

And morning dawn’d on Benvenue. 

Elje Ealtfn 0f tl)t Eaie. 

CANTO SECOND. 

■ I- , ■ ■ 

At mom the black-cock trims his jetty wung, 
’Tis morning prompts the linnet’s blithest lay, 
All Nature’s children feel the matin spring 
Of life reriving, with reriving day ; 


1 “ Ye guardian spirits, to wiiom man is dear, 

From these foul demons shield the midnight gloom : 
j&ngels of fancy and of love, be near. 

And o’er the blank of sleep diffuse a bloom : 

Evoke the sacred shades of Greece and Rome, 

And let them virtue with a look impart ; 

But chief, awhile, 0! lend us from the tomb 
Those long-lost friends for whom in love we smart, 
And fill with pious awe and joy-mixt woe the heart. 

“ Or are you sportive ?— bid the morn of youth 
Rise to new light, and beam afresh the days 
Of innocence, simplicity, and truth ; 

To cares estranged, and manhood’s thorny waA's. 
What transport, to retrace our boyish plays. 

Our easy bliss, when each thing joy supplied ; 



The woods, the mountains, and the warbling maze 
Of the wild brooks J ” — Castle of Indolence j Canto I. 

" “ Such a strange and romantic dream as maybe naturally 
expected to flow from the extraordinary events of the past 
day. It might, perhaps, be quoted as one of Mr. Scott’s most 
successful efforts in descriptive poetry. Some few lines of it 
are indeed unrivalled for delicacy and melancholy teiidei- 
ncss.*’— Critical Bevieie. 
o r., /the bosom of the lake, 

3 Play d Katrine’s still expanse; 

The birch, the wild-rose, and the broom. 

Wasted around their rich perfume .... 

The birch-trees wept in balmy dew ; 

The aspen sle^it on Benvenue *, 

Wild were the heart whose passions* power 
Defied the inflluence of the hour.” 
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And wliile yon little bark glides down the bay, 
Wafting the stranger on his way again, 

Morn’s genial influence roused a minstrel grey, 
And sweetly o’er the lake was heard thy strain, 
Mix’d with the sounding harp,0 white-hair’d Allan- 
baneP 

II. 

Not faster yonder rowers’ might 
Flings from their oars the spray, 

Not faster yonder rippling bright. 

That tracks the shallop’s course in light, 

Melts in the lake away. 

Than men from memory erase 
The benefits of former days ; 

Then, stranger, go! good speed the w’hile. 

Nor think again of the lonely isle. 

High place to thee in royal court, 

High place in battle line, 

(rood hawk and bound for silvan sport, 

Where beauty sees the brave resort,® 

The honour’d meed he thine I 
True be thy sword, thy friend sincere. 

Thy lady constant, kind, and dear, 

And lost in love and friendship’s smile 
Be memory of the lonely isle. 

III. 

ranttuue^f. 

But if beneath yon southern sky 
A plaided stranger roam, 

Whose drooping crest and stifled sigh, 

And sunken cheek and hea^y eye, 

Pine for his Highland home ; 

Then, wnrrior, then be thine to show 
The care that soothes a wanderer’s w’oe ; 
Remember then thy hap ere wdiile, 

A stranger in the lonely isle. 

Or if on life’s uncertain main 
. Mishap shall mar thy sail ; 

If faithful, wise, and brave in vain, 

Woe, want, and exile tliou sustain 
Beneath the ficide gale ; 

Waste not a sigh on fortune changed. 

On thankless courts, or friends estranged. 

But come where Idndred worth shall smile. 

To greet thee in the lonely isle.” 

IT. 

As died the sounds upon the tide, 

The shallop reach’d the mainland side. 

And ere his onward way he took, 

The stranger east a lingering look. 

Where easily his eye might reach 
The Harper on the islet beech, 

^ See Appendix, Note L. 

* MS — “ At tcnme^STfrhmQ the brave resort.’* 


Reclined against a blighted tree, 

As wasted, grey, and worn as he. 

To minstrel meditation given, 

His reverend brow was raised to heaven.. 
As from tbe rising sun to claim 
A sparkle of inspiring flame. 

His hand, reclined upon the wore, 

Seem’d watching the awakening fire; 

So still he sate, as those who wait 
Till judgment speak the doom of fate ; 

So still, as if no breeze might dare 
To lift one lock of hoary hair; 

So still, as life itself were fled, 

In the last sound his harp had sped. 

■ ■■■ w. ■■ ,■ 

Upon a rock with lichens wild, 

Beside Mm Ellen sate and smiled.*— 
Smiled she to see the stately drake 
Lead forth his fleet upon the lake, 

While her vex’d spaniel, from the beach, 
Bay’d at the prize beyond Ms reachl 
Yet tell me, then, the maid who knows, 
Why deepen’d on her cheek the rose? — ■ 
Forgive, forgive, Fidelity ! 

Perchance the maiden smiled to see 
Yon parting lingerer wave adieu, 

And stop and turn to wave anew ; 

And, lovely ladies, ere your ire 
Condemn the heroine of my lyre, 

Show me the fair would scorn to spy, 
And prize such conquest of her eye 1 

VI. 

While yet he loiter’d on the spot, 

It seem’d as Ellen mark’d him not ; 

But when he turn’d him to the glade, 
One courteous parting sign she made ; 
And after, oft the knight would say, 

That not when prize of festal day 
Was dealt Mm by the brightest fair, 

Vlio e’er wore jewel in her hair, 

So Mghly did his bosom swell, 

As at that simple mute farewell. 

Now with a trusty mountain-guide, 

And his dark stag-hounds by his side, 

He parts — the maid, unconscious still, 
Watch’d him wind slowly round the hill ; 
But when Ms stately form was hid, 

The guardian in her bosom chid^ — 

“ Thy Malcolm ! vain and selfish maid ! ” 
’Twas thus upbraiding conscience said,—* 
Not so had Malcolm idly hung 
On the smooth phrase of southern tongue ; 
Not so had Malcolm strain’d Ms eye. 
Another step than tMne to spy.® 

Wake, Allan-Bane,” aloud she cried. 

To the old Minstrel by her side, — 


3 MS. — “ The loveliest Lowland fair to spy.** 
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Arouse thee from thy moody dream ! 

Hi give thy harp heroic theme^ 

And warm thee with a noble name ; 

Pour forth the glory of the Graeme ! ” ^ 

Scarce from her lip the word had rush’d, 
When deep the conscious maiden blush’d ; 
For of his clan, in hail and bower, 

Young Malcolm Graeme was held the flower. 

YIL 

The Sriinstrel waked his harp — three times 
Arose the well-known martial chimes, 

And thrice their high heroic pride 
In melancholy murmurs died. 

Vainly thou bid’st, 0 noble maid,” 

Clasping his wither’d hands, he said, 

“ Vainly thou bid’st me wake the strain. 
Though all unwont to bid in vain. 

Alas ! than mine a mightier hand 

Has tuned my harp, my strings has spann’d ! 

I touch the cbords of joy, but low 
And mournful answer notes of wme ; 

And the proud march, which \ictors tread, 
Sinks in the wailing for the dead. 

O well for me, if mine alone 
That dirge’s deep prophetic tone I 
If, as my tuneful fathers said, 

This harp, which erst Saint jModan sway’d,® 
Can thus its master’s fate foretell. 

Then welcome be the minstrel’s knell ! 

vm. 

" But ah ! dear lady, thus it sigh’d 
The eve thy sainted mother died ; 

And such the sounds which, while I strove 
To wake a lay of war or love. 

Came marring ail the festal mirth, 

Appalling me who gave them birth, 

And, disobedient to my call. 

Wail’d loud through Bothwoll’s banner’d hall. 
Ere Douglasses, to ruin driven,® 

Were exiled from their native heaven.^ — 

Oh ! if yet worse mishap and woe. 

My master’s house must undergo, 

Or aught but weal to Ellen fair, 

Brood in these accents of despair, 

No future bard, sad Harp ! shall fling 
Triumph or rapture from thy string ; 

One short, one final strain shall flow, 

Fraught with unutterable woe, 

Then shiver’d shall thy fragments lie. 

Thy master cast him down and die 1” 

IX. 

Soothing she answer’d him, Assuage, 

Mine honour’d friend, the fears of age; 


^ See Ap])endix, Note M. 

3 See Appendix, Note N. 

8 See Appendix, Note 0. 

4 No blither dew-drop cheers the rose,” 


} All melodies to thee are known, 

* That harp has rung, or pipe has blown, 

In Lowland vale or Highland glen. 

From Tweed to Spey-— w’hat marvel, then. 
At times, unbidden notes should rise. 
Confusedly bound in memory’s ties, 
Entangling, as they rush along, 

The war-march with the funeral song I— 
Small ground is now for boding fear; 
Obscure, but safe, we rest us here. 

My sire, in native virtue great, 

Kesigning lordship, lands, and state, 

Not then to fortune more resign’d, 

Than yonder oak might give the wind ; 

The graceful foliage storms may reave, 

The noble stem they cannot grieve. 

For me,” — she stoop’d, and, looking round, 
Pluck’d a blue hare-bell from the ground,-— 
" For me, whose memoiy scarce conveys 
An image of more splendid days, 

This little flower, that loves the lea, 

May well my simple emblem be ; 

It drinks heaven’s dew as blithe as rose^ 
That in the king’s own garden grows ; 

And when I place it in my hair, 

Allan, a bard is bound to sw'ear 
He ne’er saw coronet so fair.” 

Then playfully the chaplet wild 

She wreath’d in her dark locks, and smiled 

X. 

Her smile, her speech, with winning sv^ay. 
Wiled the old harper’s mood away. 

With such a look as hermits throw, 

When angels stoop to soothe their woe, 

He gazed, till fond regret and pride 
ThriH’d to a tear, then thus replied : 

Loveliest and best ! thou little know’st 
The rank, the honours, thou hast lost ! 

O might I live to see thee grace, 

In Scotland’s court, thy birth-right place. 

To see my favourite’s step advance,® 

The lightest in the courtly dance, 

The cause of every gallant’s sigh, 

And leading star of every eye, 

And theme of every minstrel’s art, 

The Lady of the Bleeding Heart 1 -® 

XL 

Fair dreams are those,” the maiden 
cried, 

(Light was her accent, yet she sigh’d;) 

‘‘ Yet is this mossy rock to me 
Worth splendid chair and canopy 
Nor w’ould my footsteps spring more gay 
In courtly dance than blithe strathspey, 


5 This couplet is not in the MS. 

8 The w'ell-kno'wn cognizance of the Douglas family. 
7 MS.— “ Tliis mossy rock, ray friend, to me 
Is worth gay chair and canopy,” 
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Kor half so pleased mine ear incline 
To roval minstrers lay as thine. 

And then for suitors proud and high, 

To bend before my conquering eye, — 

Thou, flattering bard! thyself wilt say. 

That grim Sir Roderick owns its sw'ay. 

Tlie Saxon scourge, Clan- Alpine’s pride, 

The terror of Loch Lomond’s side. 

Would, at my suit, thou know’st, delay 
A Lennox foray— for a day.”— 

XII. 

The ancient bard his glee repress’d : 

111 hast thou chosen theme for jest I 
For who j through all this western wild, 

Named Black Sir Roderick e’er, and smiled ! 

Holy- Rood a knight he slew;^ 

I saw, when back the dirk he drew. 

Courtiers give place before the stride 
Of the undaunted homicide 
And since, though outlaw’d, hath his hand 
Full sternly kept his mountain land. 

Who else dared give— -ah I woe the day,^ 

That I such hated truth should say— 

The Douglas, like a striken deer, 

Disown’d by every noble peer,'* 

Even the rude refuge we have here? 

Alas, this wild marauding Chief 
Alone might hazard our relief, 

now thy maiden charms expand, 

Looks for his guerdon in thy hand ; 

Full soon may dispensation sought, 

To back his suit, from Rome be brought. 
Then, though an exile on the hill, 

Thy father, as the Douglas, still 
Be held in reverence and fear; 

And though to Roderick thou’rt so dear. 
That thou miglitst guide 'with silken thread, . 

of thy will, tliis chieftain dread ; 

Yet, O loved maid, thy mirth refrain! 

Thy hand is on a lion’s mane.” — 

XIII. 

Minstrel,” the maid replied, and high 
Her father’s soul glanced from her eye, 

My debts to Roderick’s house I know ; 

All that a mother could bestow, 

To Lady Margaret’s care I owe, 

Since first an orphan in the wild 
She sorrow’d o’er her sister’s cliild ; 

To her brave chieftain son, from ire 
Of Scotland’s king who shrouds my sire, 
holier debt is ow'ed ; 
d I pay it with my blood. 


Allan ! Sir Roderick should command 
My blood, my life,— but not rny hand. 

Rather will Ellen Douglas dwell 
A votaress in Maronnan’s cell f 
Rather through realms beyond the sea, 

Seeking the world’s cold charity, 

■Where ne’er was spoke a Scottish word, 

And ne’er the name of Douglas heard. 

An outcast pilgrim will she rove, 

Than wed the man she cannot love.® 

XIT. 

« Thou shakest, good friend, thy tresses groy,-^ 
That pleading look, what can it say 
But what I own?— I grant him brave, 

But wild as Bracklinn’s thundering wave f 
And generous— save vindictive mood. 

Or jealous transport, chafe his blood: 

I grant him true to friendly band, 

As his claymore is to his hand ; 

But 0 1 that vei’y blade of steel 
More mercy for a foe would feel : 

I grant him liberal, to fling 
Among his clan the wealth they bring. 

When back by lake and glen they wind, 

And in the Lowland leave behind, 

"Where once some pleasant hamlet stood 
A mass of ashes slaked with blood. 

The hand that for my father fought, 

I honour, as his daughter ought ; 

But can I clasp it reeking red, 

From peasants slaughter’d in their shed 
No I wildly while his virtues gleam, 

They make his passions darker seem. 

And flash along his spirit high, 

Lilte lightning o’er the midnight sky. 

While yet a child,— and children know, 
Instinctive taught, the friend and foe, — 

I shudder’d at his brow of gloom, 

His shadowy plaid, and sable plume ; 

A maiden grown, I ill could bear 
His haughty mien and lordly air : 

But, if thou join’st a suitor’s claim, 

In serious mood, to Roderick’s name, 

I thrill with anguish ! or, if e’er 
A Douglas knew the word, with fear. 

To change such odious theme w^ere best, — 
What think’st thou of our “danger guest?” — 

XT. 

“ What think I of him? — woe the while 
That brought such wanderer to our isle ^ 

Thy father’s battle-brand, of yore 
For Tine-man forged by fairy lore,® 


See Appendix, Note P- 

® MS,— “ Courtiers give place with heartless stride 
Of the retiring homicide.*' 

* MS, — Who else dared own the kindred claim 

That bound him to thy mother’s name ? 

■■ Who els© dared give,” (fee. 

* See Appendix, Note Q. fi See Appendix, Note R, 


e Ellen is most exquisitely drawn, and could not have 
been improved by contrast. She is beautiful, frank, affec- 
tionate, rational, and playful, combining the innocence of a 
child with the elevated sentiments and, courage of a heroine.” 
—Quarterly Eei'kw. 

7 See Appendix, Note S. 

8 See Appendix, Note T. 
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What time he leagued, no longer foes, 

His Border spears with Hotspur’s bows. 

Did, self-unscabbarded, foreshow^ 

The footstep of a secret foe.^ 

If courtly spy hath harbour’d here, 

What may we for the Douglas fear ? 

What for this island, deem’d of old 
Clan-Alpine’s last and surest hold ? 

If neither spy nor foe, I pray 
What yet may jealous Roderick say? 

— Nay, wave not thy disdainful head. 
Bethink thee of the discord dread 
That kindled, when at Beltane game 
Thou ledst the dance with Malcolm Grjcme ; 
Still, though thy sire the peace renew’d, 
Sinoulders in Roderick’s breast the feud ; 
Beware ! — But hark, what sounds are these 
My dull ears catch no faltering breeze, 

No weeping birch, nor aspens wake, 

Nor breath is dimpling in the lake, 

Still is the canna’s^ hoary beard. 

Yet, by my minstrel faith, I heard— 

And hark again! some pipe of war 
Sends the bold pibroch from afar.*’ 

XYI. 

Far up the lengthen’d lake w'ere spied 
Four darkening specks upon the tide, 

That, slow enlarging on the view, 

Four mann’d and masted barges grew, 

And, bearing downwards from G lengy I e, 
Steer’d full upon the lonely isle; 

The point of Brianchoil they pass’d, 

And, to the windward as they cast. 

Against the sun they gave to shine 
The bold Sir Roderick’s banner’d Pine. 
Nearer and nearer as they bear, 

Spear, pikes, and axes flash in air. 

Now might you see the tartans brave. 

And plaids and plumage dance and w'ave : 
Now see tbe bonnets sink and rise, 

As his tough oar the rower plies ; 

See, flashing at each sturdy stroke, 

The wave ascending into smoke ; 

See the proud pipers on the bow, 

And mark the gaudy streamers flow 
From their loud chanters^ down, and sweep 
The ftirrow’d bosom of the deep, 

As, rushing through the lake amain, 

They plied the ancient Highland strain. 

' 'XVII.- 

Ever, as on they bore, more loud 
And louder rung the pibroch proud. 

At first the sound, by distance tame. 
Mellow’d along the waters came. 


1 See Ax>peiidix, Note U. 

2 « The moving picture— the effect of the sounds— and the 
wild character and strong peculiar nationality of the whole 


And, lingering long by cape and bay, 

Wail’d every harsher note away ; 

Then bursting bolder on tbe ear. 

The clan’s shrill Gathering they could hear; 
Those tlniiling sounds, that call the might 
Of old Clan-Alpine to the fight.® 

Thick beat the rapid notes, as when 
The mustering hundreds shake the glen, 

And, hurrying at the signal dread, 

The batter’d earth returns their tread. 

Then prelude light, of livelier tone. 

Express’d their merry marching on, 

Ere peal of closing battle rose. 

With mingled outcry, shrieks, and blows ; 

And mimic din of stroke and ward, 

As broad sword upon target jarr’d ; 

And groaning pause, ere yet again. 
Condensed, the battle yell’d amain ; 

The rapid charge, the rallying shout, 

Retreat borne headlong into rout. 

And bursts of triumph, to declare 
Clan-Alpine’s conquest — all were there. 

Nor ended thus the strain ; but slow, 

Sunk in a moan prolong’d and low, 

And changed the conquering clarion swell, 
For wild lament o’er those that fell. 

XVIII. 

The war-pipes ceased ; but lake and hill 
Were busy with their echoes still ; 

And, when they slept, a vocal strain 
Bade their hoarse chorus w’ake again, 

While loud a hundred clansmen raise 
Their voices in their Chieftain’s praise. 

Each boatman, bending to his oar. 

With measured sw'eep the burden bore, 

In such wild cadence, as the brqeze 
Makes through December’s leafless trees. 

The chorus first could Allan know, 

Roderick Vich Alpine, ho ! iro !” 

And near, and nearer as they row’d, 

Distinct the martial ditty flow’-’d. 

XIX. 

Hail to the Chief wdio in triumph advances ! 

Honour’d and bless’d be the ever-green Pine I 
Long may the tree, in his banner that glances, 
Flourish, the shelter and grace of our line ! 
Heaven send it happy dew. 

Earth lend it sap anew*, 

Gayly to bourgeon, and broadly to grow, 
While every Highland glen 
Sends our shout back agen, 

Roderigli Vich Alpine dim, ho! ieroe!”® 


procession, are given with inimitable spirit and power of ex- 
pression.”' — EFFREY. 

3 Cotton-grass. ^ The pipe of the bagpipe. 

5 See Appendix, Note V. ® See Appendix, Note W- 
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Ours IS no sapling, chance-sown by the fountain, 
Blooming at Beltane, in winter to fade; 

When the whirlwind has stripp’d every leaf on the 
mountain, 

The more shall Clan-Alpine exult in her shade. 
Moor’d in the rifted rock. 

Proof to the tempest’s shock, 

Pinner he roots him the ruder it blow ; 

Menteith and Breadalbane, then, 

Echo his praise agen, 

“ Roderigh Vich Alpine dhu, ho I ieroe 1” • 

XX, 

Proudly our pibroch has thrill’d in Glen Fruin, 

And Bannochar’s groans to our slogan replied ; 
Glen Luss and Ross-dhu, they are smolung in ruin. 
And the best of Loch Lomond lie dead on her side.^ 
Widow and Saxon maid 
Long shall lament our raid, 

Think of Clan-Alpine with fear and with woe ; 
Lennox and Leven-glen 
Shake when they hear agen, 

Roderigh Vich Alpine dhu, ho ! ieroe 1” 

Row, vassals, row, for the pride of the Highlands ! 

Stretch to your oars, for the ever-green Pine ! 

O ! that the rose-hud that graces yon islands, 

Were wreathed in a garland around him to twine ! 
O that some seedling gem, 

Worthy such noble stem, 

Honour’d and bless’d in their shadow might grow 1 
Loud should Clan- Alpine then 
Ring from the deepmost glen, 

Roderigh Vich Alpine dhu, ho ! ieroe 

XXL 

With all her joyful female hand, 

Had Lady Margaret sought the strand. 

Loose on the breeze their tresses flew, 

And high their snowy arms they threw, 

As echoing back with shrill acclaim. 

And chorus wiki, the Chieftain’s name ; ^ 

TVTiile, prompt to please, with mother’s art, 

The darling passion of his heart. 

The Dame call’d Ellen to the strand, 

To greet her kinsman ere he land : 

Come, loiterer, come ! a Douglas thou. 

And shun to wi’eathe a victor’s brow?” — 
Reluctantly and slow, the maid 
The unwelcome summoning obey’d, 

And, when a distant bugle rung. 

In the mid-path aside she sprung : — 

1 See Appendix, Kote X. 

2 “ However vre may dislike the g^cograpbical song and 
cborus, half English and half Erse, which is sung in praise of 
the warrior, we must allow that, in other respects, the hero 
of a poem has seldom, if ever, been introduced with finer ef- 
fect, or in a manner better calculated to excite the expecta- 
tk»ns of the reader, than on the present occasion.”— 

Beview, 


" List, Allan-bane ! From mainland cast, 

I hear my father’s signal blast. 

Be ours,” she cried, " the skiff to guide, 

And waft him from the mountain side.’"' 
Then, like a sunbeam, swift and bright 
She darted to her shallop light, 

And, eagerly while Roderick scann’d, 

For her dear form, his mother’s band. 

The islet fer behind her lay, 

And she had landed in the bay. 

XXII. 

Some feelings are to mortals given, 

With less of earth in them than heaven s 

And if there be a human tear 

From passion’s dross refined and clear, 

A tear so limpid and so meek, 

It would not stain an angel’s cheek, 

’Tis that which pious fathers shed 
Upon a duteous daughter’s head ! 

And as the Douglas to his breast 
His darling Ellen closely press’d. 

Such holy drops her tresses steep’d, 

Though ’twas an hero’s eye that weep’d. 

Nor while on Ellen’s faltering tongue^ 

Her filial welcomes crowded hung, 

Mark’d she, that fear (affection’s proof ) 

Still held a graceful youth aloof ; 

No ! not till Douglas named his name. 
Although the youth was Malcolm Grmme. 

XXTTI. 

Allan, with wistful look the while, 

Mark’d Roderick landing on the isle ; 

His master piteously he eyed, 

Then gazed upon the Chieftain’s pride. 

Then dash’d, with hasty hand, away 
From his dimm’d eye the gathering spray ; 
And Douglas, as liis hand he laid 
On Malcolm’s shoulder, kindly said, 

“ Canst thou, young friend, no meaning 
spy 

In my poor follow^er’s glistening eye ? 

I’ll tell thee : — he recalls the day, 

‘When in my praise lie led the lay 
O’er the arch’d gate of Bothwell proud, 
’While many a minstrel answer’d loud, 

When Percy’s Norman pennon, won 
In bloody field, before me shone. 

And twice ten knights, the least a name 
As mighty as yon Chief may claim. 

Gracing my pomp, behind me came. 

3 MS.— “ The chorus to the chieftain’s/iwr.” 

4 MS.— “ Nor while on Ellen’s faltering tongue 

Her filial pm-'tbres eager hung. 

Mark’d woi that awe (aftection’a proof) 
Still held pan gentle youth aloof; 

ISTo 1 not till Douglas named his name, 
Although the youth was Malcolm Gra'ine. 
Then witlifimlCd cheek ami downcast eyct 
Their greeting wm confused and shy." 
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Yet trust me, Malcolm, not so proud 
Was I of all that marshalFd crowd, 

Though the waned crescent own^d my might, 
And in my train troop’d lord and knight. 
Though Blantyre hymn’d her holiest lays, 
And Bothwell’s bards flung hack my praise, 
As when this old man’s silent tear, 

And this poor maid’s affection dear, 

A welcome give more kind and true, 

Than aught my better fortunes knew. 
Forgive, my friend, a father’s boast, 

O ! it out-beggars all I lost I” 

XXIV. ' , , 

Delightful praise !— Like summer rose, 

That brighter in the dew-drop glows, 

The bashful-maiden’s cheek appear’d, 

For Douglas spoke, and Malcolm heard. 

The flush of shame-faced Joy to hide, 

The hounds, the hawk, her eaiNBs divide ; 

The loved caresses of the maid 

The dogs with crouch and whimper paid;* 

And, at her whistle, on her hand 

The falcon took her favourite stand, 

Closed his dark wing, relax’d his eye, 

Nor, though unhooded, sought to fly. 

And, trust, while in such guise she stood, 

Like fabled Goddess of the wood,^ 

That if a father’s partial thought 
O’erweigh’d her worth and beauty aught, 
’Well might the lover’s judgment fail 
To balance with a juster scale ; 

For with each secret glance he stole, 

The fond enthusiast sent his soul. 

XXV. 

Of stature tall, and slender frame, 

But firmly knit, was Malcolm Grterne. 

The belted plaid and tartan hose 
Did ne’er more graceful limbs disclose; 

His flaxen hair of sunny hue, 

Curl’d closely round his bonnet blue. 

Train’d to the chase, his eagle eye 
The ptarmigan in snow could spy ; 

Each pass, by mountain, lake, and heath, 

He knew, through Lennox and Bienteith ; 
Vain w'as the bound of dark-brown doe, 

"When Blalcolm bent his sounding bow. 

And scarce that doe, though wing’d with fear. 
Outstripp’d in speed the mountaineer : 

Right up Ben-Lomond could he press. 

And not a sob his toil confess. 

His form accorded with a mind 
Lively and ardent, frank and kind; 

A blither heart, till Ellen came, 

Did never love nor sorrow tame ; 

Jt danced as lightsome in his breast, 

As play’d the feather on his crest. 


Yet friends, who nearest knew the youth 
His scorn of wrong, his zeal for truth, 

And bards, who saw his features hold. 
When kindled by the tales of old. 

Said, were that youth to manhood grown 
Not long should Roderick Dim's renown 
Be foremost voiced by mountain fame, 

But quad to that of Malcolm Gneme. 

XXVI. 

Now back they wend their watery way 
And, O my sire I” did Ellen say, 

“ W"hy urge thy chase so far astray ? 

And why so late return’d % And why ” — 
The rest was in her speaking eye. 

" My child, the chase I follow far, 

’Tis mimicry of noble w’ar ; 

And with that gallant pastime reft 
Were all of Douglas I have left. 

I met young Blalcolm as I stray’d, 

Far eastward, in Gienflnias’ shade, 

Nor stray’d I safe ; for, all around. 
Hunters and homemen scour’d the ground. 
This youth, though still a royal wnrd, 
Risk’d life and land to be my guard. 

And through the passes of the wood, 
Guided my steps, not unpursued ; 

And Roderick shall Ms welcome make, 
Despite old spleen, for Douglas’ sake. 

Then must he seek Strath-Endrick gfe .i, 
Nor peril ought for me agen.” 

XXVII. 

Sir Roderick, who to meet them came, 
Redden’d at sight of Malcolm Graeme, 

Yet, not in action, w’ord, or eye, 

Fail’d aught in hojqpitality. 

In talk and sport they whiled away. 

The morning of that summer day ; 

But at high noon a courier light 
Held secret parley with the knight, 

"Whose moody aspect soon declared, 

That evil were the news he heard. 

Deep thought seem’d toiling in his 
head; 

Yet was the evening banquet made. 

Ere he assembled round the flame. 

His mother, Douglas, and the Groemo, 

And Ellen, too ; then cast around 
His eyes, then fix’d them on the ground, 

As studying phrase that might avail 
Best to convey unpleasant tale. 

Long with his dagger’s hilt he play’d, 

Then raised his haughty brow, and said : — 

XXVIII. 

" Short be my speech nor time affords, 
Nor my plain temper, glozing words. 


i MS.-—** The dugs with icJiimim’hig notes irpahV 


2 Like fabled htntnsso^ the wood 
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The refuge of some forest cell. 

There, like the hunted quarry, dwell, 
Till on the mountain and the moor, 
The stern pursuit he passed and o'er.’^- 


Kinsman and father,— if such name 
^Douglas vouchsafe to Roderick's claim j 
Mine honour’d mother;— Ellen— why. 

My cousin, turn away thine eyel- — 

And Graeme; in Tvhom I hope to know 
Full soon a noble friend or foe, 

When age shall give thee thy command. 

And leading in thy native land,— 

List all I— The King’s vindictive pride 
Boasts to have tamed the Border-side,* 

Where chiefs, with hound and hawk who came 
To share their monarch’s silvan game. 
Themselves in bloody toils were snared ; 

And when the banquet they prepared. 

And wide their loyal portals flung, 

O’er their own gateway struggling hung. 

Loud cries their blood from Meggat’s mead, 
From Yarrow braes, and banks of Tweed, 
Where the lone streams of Ettriek glide. 

And from the silver Teviot’s side ; 

Tlie dales, where martial clans did ride,® 

Are now one sheep-walk, waste and wide. 

This tyrant of the Scottish throne. 

So faithless and so ruthless known. 

Now hither comes ; his end the same, 

The same pretext of silvan game. 

What grace for Highland Chiefs, Judge ye 
By fate of Border chivalry.® 

Yet more ; amid Glenfinlas green, 

Douglas, thy stately form was seen. 

This by espial sure I know ; 

Your counsel in the streight I show'.” 


XXX. 

“ No, by mine honour,” Roderick said, 

So help me, heaven, and my good blade I 
No, never ! Blasted be yon Pine, 

My fathers’ ancient crest and mine, 

If from its shade in danger part 
The lineage of the Bleeding Heart l 
Hear my blunt speech: Grant me this 
maid 

To wife, thy counsel to mine aid ; 

To Douglas, leagued with Roderick Dhu, 
Will friends and allies flock enow ; 

Like cause of doubt, distrust, and grief, 
Will bind to us each Western Chief. 

When the loud pipes my bridal tell, 

The Links of Foi*th shall hear the knell, 
The guards shall start in Stirling’s porch ; 
And, w-hen I light the nuptial torch, 

A thousand villages in flames, 

Shall scare the slumbers of King J ames ! 
—Nay, Ellen, blench not thus aw’ay, 

And, mother, cease these signs, I pray ; 

I meant not all my heart might say. — 
Small need of inroad, or of fight. 

When the sage Douglas may unite 
Each mountain clan in friendly hand, 

To guard the passes of their land, 

Till the foil’d king, from patliless glen,* 
Shall bootless turn him home agen,” 


. , XXIX 
Ellen and Margaret fearfully 
Sought comfort in each other’s eye, 

Then turn’d their ghastly look, each one, 
This to her sire — that to her son. 

The hasty colour went and came 
In the bold cheek of Malcolm Grmme; 

But from his glance it well appear’d, 

Tw-as but for Ellen that he fear’d ; 

While, sorrowful, but undismay’d. 

The Douglas thus his counsel said : — 
“Brave Roderick, though the tempest roar, 
It may but thunder and pass o’er; 

Nor will 1 here remain an hour. 

To draw the lightning on thy bower; 

For well thou know’st, at this grey head 
The royal bolt w^ere fiercest sped. 

For thee, who, at thy King’s command, 
Canst aid him with a gallant band, 
Submission, homage, humbled pride, 

Shall turn the Monarch’s wrath aside. 

Poor remnants of the Bleeding Heart, 

Men and I will seek, apart, 


XXXI. 

There are who have, at midnight hour. 

In slumber scaled a dizzy tower. 

And, on the verge that beetled o’er 
The ocean-tide’s incessant roar, 

Dream’d calmly out their dangerous dream 
Till weaken’d by the morning beam ; 

When, dazzled by the eastern glow. 

Such startler east his glance below, 

And saw unmeasured depth around. 

And heard unintermitted sound, 

And thought the battled fence so frail. 

It waved like cobweb in the gale ;■ — 

Amid his senses’ giddy wheel, 

Did he not desperate impulse feel, 
Headlong to plunge himself below. 

And meet the worst his fears foreshow ? — 
Thus, Ellen, dizzy and astound, 

As sudden ruin yawn’d around, 

By crossing terrors wildly toss’d, 

Still for the Douglas fearing most, 


5 See Appendix, Note Y. 

s MS.—" The dales -where clans were wont to hide. 
See Appendix, Note 2. 


s MS.—" Bream’d calmly out their desperate dream. 
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Could scarce the desperate thought withstand, 

To buy his safety with her hand. 

XXXll 

Such purpose dread couid Maieolni spy 
In Ellen’s quivering Mp and eye, 

And eager rose to Speak— but ere 
His tongue could hurry forth his fear, 

Had '.Douglas 'mark’d .the hectic. s'trife, 

. : Where death seem’d combating with life ; ■ 

For to her cheek, in feverish flood, .■' ■ 

One instant rush’d the throbbing blood. 

Then ebbing back, with sudden sway, 

Left its, domain, as wan as clay, .. 

Boderick, enough I enough ! ” he cried, 

My daughter cannot be thy bride ; 

Not that the blush to wooer dear, 

Nor paleness that of maiden fear. 

It may not he— forgive her. Chief, 

Nor hazard aught for our relief. 

Against his sovereign, Douglas ne’er 
Will level a rebellious spear. 

’Twas I that taught his youthful hand 
To rein a steed and wield a brand ; 

I see him yet, the princely boy I 
Not Ellen more my pride and joy; 

I love him still, despite my wrongs, 

By hasty wrath, and slanderous tongues. 

0 seek the grace you w'eli may And, 

Without a cause to mine combined.” 

XXXIII. 

Twice through the hail the Chieftain strode; 

The waving of his tartans broad. 

And darken’d brow, where w'ounded pride 
With ire and disappointment vied, 

Seem’d, by the torch’s gloomy light, 

Like the ill Demon of the night, 

Stooping his pinions’ shadowy sway 
Upon the nighted pilgrim’s way ; 

But, unrequited Love r thy dai't 
Plunged deepest its envenom’d smart, 

And Roderick, with thine anguish stung, 

At length the hand of Douglas wTung, 

While eyes, that mock’d at tears before, 

With bitter drops w'ere running o’er. 

The death-pangs of iong-cherish’d hope 
Scarce in that ample breast had scope, 

But, struggling with his spirit proud, 

CouTOlsive heaved its chequer’d shroud, 

Wliile every sob— so m.ute'w’ere all— ' 

Was heard distinctly througli the hall. 

1 xhe deep-toned anguish of despair 
Flush’d, in fierce jealousy, to air.” 

2 “ There is something foppish and out of character in Mal- 
colm’s rising to lead out Ellen from her own parlour ; and the 
sort of vrrestling match that takes place between the rival 
chieftains on the occasion, is humiliating and indecorous.’”— 
Jeffrey. 

3 MS.— ** Thus as they strove, each better hand 

Grmv'd for the dagger or the brand.” 


The son'’s despair, the mother’s look, 

HI might the gentle Ellen brook ; 

She rose, and to her side there came. 

To aid her parting steps, the Gr^me. 

■■■ ': .XXXIY. ■ 

Then Roderick from the Douglas broke— 

As flashes flame timmgh sable smoke. 

Kindling its w.Teaths, long, dark, and low, 

To one broad blaze of ruddy glow, 

So the deep anguLsh of despair^ 

Burst, in fierce jealousy, to air. 

With stalwart grasp his hand be laid 
On Malcolm’s breast and belted pkud : 

Back, beardless boy I” he sternly said, 

Back, minion ! hold’st thou thus at 
naught 

^ The lesson I so lately taught ? 

■ This roof, the Douglas, and that maid, 

Thank thou for punishment delay’d.’* 

Eager as greyhound on his game, 

Fiercely with Roderick grappled Grieme.*' 

Perish my name, if aught aiiord 
Its Chieftain safety save his sword ! ” 

Thus as they strove, their desperate hand^ 

Griped to the dagger or the brand, 

And death had been — but Douglas rose, 

And thrust betw^een the struggling foes 
His giant strength : — Chieftains, forego ! 

I hold the first who strilies, my foe.—'*' 

Madmen, forbear your frantic jar 1 
What ! is the Douglas falFn so far, 

His daughter’s hand is doom’d the spoil 
Of such dishonourable broil !’* 

Sullen and slowly they unclasp,^ 

As struck wuth shame, their desperate grasp. 

And each upon his rival glared, 

With foot advanced, and blade half bared, 

XXXV." . 

Ere yet the brands aloft were flung, 

Margaret on Roderick’s mantle hung, 

And Malcolm heard his Ellen’s scream, 

As, falter’d through terrific dream. 

Then Roderick plunged in sheath his sword, 

And veil’d Ms wrath in scornful word. 

Rest safe fill morning ; pity ’twere 
Such cheek should feel the midnight air I® 

I Then mayest thou to James Stuart tell, 

Roderick will keep the lake and fell, 

I Nor lackey, with his freeborn clan, 

I The pageant pomp of earthly man. 

■* The Author has to apologize for the inadvertent appro- 
priation of a whole line from the tragedy of Douglas, 

I hold the first who strikes, my foe.” 

^Kote to ifiescco7}d edition 
5 MS.—** Sullen and slow the rivals hold 

Loosed, at his best, tlieir desperate hold, 

But either still on other glared,'* dtc. 

<» See Appendix, Note 2 A. 
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Mure would he of Clan-Alpine knoW;, 

Thou canst our strength and passes allow,- — 

Malise, what ho — his henchman tiame 
Give our safo-conduet to the GmTno.’^ 

Young Malcolm answer’d, calm aiicl bold. 

Fear nothing for thy favourite hold ; 

The spot, an angel deigned to grace. 

Is bless’d, though robbers haunt the place. 

Thy churlish courtesy for those 
Reserve, who fear to he thy foes. 

As safe to me the mountain way 
At midnight as in blaze of day, 

Though with his boldest at his back 
Even Roderick Dhu beset the track.'— 

Brave Douglas, — lovely Ellen, — nay. 

Nought here of parting will I say. 

Earth does not hold a lonesome glen. 

So secret, but w’e meet agcn. — 

Chieftain ! we too shall find an hour.'’’ — 

He said, and left the silvan bower, 

XXXVI. 

Old Allan follow’d to the strand, 

(Such was the Douglas's command,) 

And anxious told, how, on the morn. 

The stem Sir Roderick deep had sworn. 

The Fiery Cross should circle o’er 
Dale, glen, and valley, down, and moor- 
Much were the peril to the Grajme, 

From those who to the signal came ; 

Far up the lake ’twere safest land. 

Himself would row him to the strand. 

He gave his counsel to the wind, 

“While Malcolm did, unheeding, bind. 

Round dirk and pouch and broadsword roll’d. 

His ample plaid in tighten’d fold. 

And stripp’d his limbs to such array. 

As best might suit the ivatery way, — 

xxxvir. 

Then spoke abrupt : Farewell to tbee. 

Pattern of old fidelity !” 

The Minstrel’s hand he kindly press’d^ — 

0 1 could I point a place of rest I 
My sovereign holds in ward my land. 

My uncle leads my vassal band ; 

To tame Ms foes, his friends to aid. 

Poor Malcolm has hut heart and blade. 

Yet, if there be one faitliful Grmme, 

Who loves the Chieftain of his name. 

Not long shall honour’d Douglas dwell. 

Like hunted stag in mountain cell ; 

Nor, ere yon pride-swoll’n robber dare, — • 

I may not give the rest to air 1 
Tell Roderick Dhu, I owed him nongiit. 

Not the poor service of a boat, 

1 See Appendix, Note 2 B. 

2 MS,— He spohe, and plunged into the tide.** 

® “ There are no separate introductions to tlie cantos of 

this poem; but each of them begins with one or two stanzas 
in the measure of Spenser, usually containing some reflections 


To waft me to yon mountain-side.’’ 

Then plunged he in the flashing tide." 
Bold o’er the flood his head he bore, 

And stoutly steer’d him from the shore ; 
And Allan strain’d his anxious eye, 

Far ’mid the lake Mb form to spy. 
Darkening across each puny wave. 

To wMch the moon her silver gave. 

Fast as the cormorant could skim. 

The swimmer plied each active limb ; 
Then landing in the moonlight dell. 
Loud shouted of his weal to tell. 

The Minstrel heard the far halloo, 

And joyful from the shore withdrew. 


Elje ilahji af tje Eale* 


CANTO THIRD. 


€at5ertiT|3:. 

I. ' 

Time rolls his ceaseless course. The race of yorcy^ 

Who danced our infancy upon their knee. 

And told our marvelling boyhood legends stoi*e. 

Of their strange ventures happ’d by land or seii.;, 

How are they blotted from the things that b© I 

How few, all weak and wither’d of their force„ 

Wait on the verge of dark eternity, 
like stranded wrecks, the tide returning^ hoarse. 

To sweep them from our sight I Time rolls liis cease- 
less course. 

Yet live there still who can remember well. 

How, when a mountain chief his bugle blew. 

Both field and forest, dingle, cliff, and dell. 

And solitary heath, the signal knew ; 

And fast the faithful clan around him drew. 

What time the warning note was keenly 
What time aloft their kindred banner flew. 

While clamorous war- pipes yell’d the gatliei'ingT 
sound. 

And while the Fiery Cross glanced, like a metieor, 
round.^ 

II . 

The summer dawn’s reflected hue 
To purple changed Loch Katrine blue ; 

Mildly and soft the western breeze 
Just kiss’d the Lake, just stirr’d the trees. 

And the pleased lake, like maiden coy. 

Trembled but dimpled not for joy ; 

The mountain-shadows on her breast 
Were neither broken nor at rest ; 

connected with the subject about to be entered on ; and. writ- 
ten, for the most part, with great tenderness and "beavity- 
The following, we tMnk, is among the most striking-** — 

FREY." 

* See Appendix, Note 2 C. 
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Ib bright uncertainty they lie, 

Like future Joys to Fancy’s eye. 

The water-lily to the light 
Her chalice rear’d of silver bright ; 

The doe awoke, and to the lawn, 
Begemm’d with dew-drops, led her fawn ; 
The grey mist left ^ the mountain side, 

The torrent show’d its glistening pride ; 
Invisible in flecked sky. 

The lark sent down her revelry; 

The blackbird and the speckled thrush 
Good-morrow gave from brake and bush;® 
In answer coo’d the cushat dove 
Her notes of peace, and rest, and love. 

III. 

No thought of peace, no thought of rest. 
Assuaged the storm in Roderick’s breast. 
With sheathed broadsword in his hand, 
Abrupt he paced the islet strand, 

And eyed the rising sun, and laid 
His hand on his impatient blade. 

Beneath a rock, his vassals’ care® 

Was prompt the ritual to prepare, 

With deep and deathful meaning fraught ; 
For such Antiquity had taught 
Was preface meet, ere yet abroad 
The Cross of Fire should take its road. 

The shrinking band stood oft aghast 
At the iippatient glance he cast ; — 

Such glance the mountain eagle threw, 

As, from the clifis of Benvenue, 

She spread her dark sails on the wind, 
And, high in middle heaven, reclined, 
With her broad shadow on the lake, 
Silenced the warblers of the brake. 

lY. 

A heap of wither’d boughs w’as piled, 

Of Juniper and rowan wild, 

Mingled with shivers from the oak. 

Rent by the lightning’s recent stroke. 
Brian, the Hermit, by it stood, 

Barefooted, in his frock and hood. 


His grisled beard and matted hair 
Obscured a visage'of despair; 

His naked arms and legs, seam’d o’er, 

The scars of frantic penance bore. 

That monk, of savage form and face, ^ 

The impending danger of his raee 
Had drawn from deepest solitude. 

Far in Benharrow’s bosom rude. 

Not his the mien of Christian priest. 

But Druid’s, from the grave released, 

Whose harden’d heart and eye might brook 
On human sacrifice to look ; 

And much, ’tw'as said, of heathen lore 
Mix’d in the charms he mutter’d o’er. 

The hallow’d creed gave only worse® 

And deadlier emphasis of curse ; 

No peasant sought that Hermit’s prayer, 
His cave the pilgrim shunn’d with care, 

The eager huntsman knew his bound, 

And in mid chase call’d off his hound; 

Or if, in lonely glen or strath, 

The desert-dweller met his path. 

He pray’d, and sign’d the cross between, 
While terror took devotion’s mien.*^ 

V. 

Of Brian’s birth strange tales were told.^ 

His mother watch’d a midnight fold, 

Built deep within a dreary glen, 

Where scatter’d lay the bones of men, 

In some forgotten battle slain. 

And bleach’d by drifting wind and rain. 

It might have tamed a wanior’s heart,®- 
To view such mockery of his art ! 

The knot-grass fetter’d there the hand, 
Which once could burst an iron band ; 
Beneath the broad and ample bone, 

That buckler’d heart to fear unknown, 

A feeble and a timorous guest, 

The field-fare framed her lowly nest; 

There the slow blind-worm left his slime 
On the fleet limbs that mock’d at time ; 

And there, too, lay the leader’s skull,® 

Still wreathed with chaplet, flush’d and full. 


T MS. — “ The doe awoke, and to the lawn, 

Begemm’d with dewdrops, led her fa-wn , 
Invisible in fleecy cloud, 

The lark sent do^vn her matins loud ; 

The light mist left,” &,c. 
z — The Green hills 

Are clothed with early blossoms; through the grass 
The quick-eyed lizard rustles, and the bills 
Of summer birds sing welcome as ye pass.”— GZ/fMc Harold. 
s' MS.-— " Hard by, his vassals’ early cai-e 
The mystic ritual prepare.” 

4 See Appendix, Note 2D.' 

5 MS. — While the bless’d creed gave only worse.” 

6 MS. — “ He pray’d with many a cross between. 

And terror took devotion’s mien,” 

'/ See Appendix, Note 2 E. 

6 “ There is something of pride in the perilous hour, 
Whate’er be the shape in which death may lower ; 


For Fame is there to say who bleeds. 

And Honour’s eye on daring deeds! 

But when all is past, it is humbling to tread 
O’er the weltering field of the tombless dead, 

And see worms of the earth, and fowls of the air. 
Beasts of the forest, all gathering there ; 

All regarding man as their prey. 

All rejoicing in his Siege (f Corinlh. 

9 “ Remove yon skull from out the scattered heaps. 

Is that a temple where a god may dwell? 

Why, even the worm at last disdains her shattered cell . 
Look on its broken arch, its ruin’d wall, 

Its chambers desolate, and portals foul ; 

Y et this was once Ambition’s airy liall, 

The dome of thought, the palace of the soul ; 

Behold through each lack-lustre, eyeless hole. 

The gay recess of wisdom, and of wit, 
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The mountain mist took form and 
Of noontide hag, or goblin grim ; 

The midnight wind came wild and dread, 
Swell’d with the voices of the dead ; 

Par on the future battle-heath 
His eye beheld the ranks of death: 

Thus the lone Seer, from mankind hurfd, 
Shaped forth a disembodied world. 

One lingering sympathy of mind 
Still hound him to the mortal kind ; 

The only parent he could claim 
Of ancient Alpine’s lineage came. 

Late had he heard, in prophet’s dream, 
The fatal Ben-Shie’s boding scream 
Sounds, too, had come in midnight blast, 
Of charging steeds, careering fast 
Along Benharrow’s shingly side, 

Where mortal horseman ne’er might ride 
The thunderbolt had split the pine, — 

All augur’d ill to Alpine’s line. 

He girt his loins, and came to show 
The signals of impending woe, 

And now stood prompt to bless or ban, 
As bade the Chieftain of his clan. 


For heath.-beli with her purple bloom, 
Supplied the bonnet and the plume,^ 
All night, in this sad glen, the maid 
Sate, shrouded in her mantle’s shade: 
—She said, no shepherd sought her 
side. 

No hunter’s hand tier snood untied, 
Yet ne’er again to braid her hair 
The virgin snood did Alice wear;^ 

Gone was her maiden glee and sport, 
Her maiden girdle all too short, 

Nor sought she, from that fatal night, 
Or holy church or blessed rite, 

But lock’d her secret in her breast, 
And died in travail, unconfess’d. 


Alone, among his young compeers. 

Was Brian from his infant years ; 

A moody and heart-broken boy. 

Estranged from sympathy and joy, 

Bearing each taunt which careless tongue 
On his mysterious lineage flung. 

Whole nights he spent by moonlight pale. 
To wood and stream his hap to wail, 

Till, frantic, he as truth received® 

What of his birth the crowd believed, 
And sought, in mist and meteor fire, 

To meet and know his Phantom Sire ! 

In vain, to soothe his wayward fate, 

The cloister oped her pitying gate ; 

In vain, the learning of the age 
Unclasp’d the sable-letter'd page ; 

Even in its treasures he could find 
Food for the fever of his mind. 

Eager he read whatever tells 
Of magic, cabala, and spells, 

And every dark pursuit allied 
To curious and presumptuous pride ; 
lill with fired brain and nerves o’er- 
strung, 

And heart with mystic horrors wrung. 
Desperate he sought Benharrow’s den, 
And hid him from the haunts of men. 


vm. 

’Twas all prepared ; — and from the rock, 
A goat, the patriarch of the flock, 

Before the kindling pile was laid, 

And pierced by Roderick’s ready hlade-^ 
Patient the sickening victim eyed 
The life-blood ebb in crimson tide, 

Down his clogg’d beard and shaggy limb. 
Till darkness glazed his eyeballs dim. 

The grisly priest, with murmuring prayer- 
A slender crosslet form’d with care, 

A cubit’s length in measure due ; 

The shaft and limbs were rods of yew, 
Whose parents in Ineh-Cailliach wave ^ 
Their shadow’-s o’er Clan- Alpine’s grave, 
And, answering Lomond’s breezes deep, 
Soothe many a chieftain’s endless sleep. 
The Cross, thus form’d, he held on high. 
With wasted hand, and haggard eye, 

And strange and mingled feelings woke, 
While his anathema he spoke. 


The desert gave him visions wild, 

Such as might suit the spectre’s cMId.^ 
Where with black cliffs the torrents toil. 
He watch’d the wheeling eddies boil. 
Till, from their foam, his dazzled eyes 
Beheld the River Demon rise : 


‘‘Woe to the clansman, who shall view 
This symbol of sepulchral yew, 

Forgetful that its branches grew 
Where weep the heavens their holiest dew 


And passion’s host, that never brook’d control : 

Can all saint, sage, or sophist ever writ, 

Peopifi this lonely tower, this tenement refit?” 

CkiMe Harold. 

These reflections on an ancient field of battle afford the 
remarkable instance of false taste in all Mr, Scott’s 
3gs. ket the brevity and variety of the images serve 
to show, that even in his errors there are traces of a 
xfnl genius.”— J icffrev. 


® See Appendix, Note 2 F. 

3 MS.— ‘‘ Till, driven to frenzy, he believed 
The legend of his birth received.” 

See Appendix, Note 2 G. 

3 MS.— “ The fatal Ben-Shie’s dismal scream; 

And seen her -wrinkled form, the sign 
Of w'oe and death to Alpine’s line.” 

—See Appendix, Note 2 H 

® See Appendix, Note 21. 7 ibid, Note 2 ii. 
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On Alpine’s dwelling low I 
Deserter of his Chieftain’s trust. 

He ne’er shall mingle with their dust, 

But, from his sires and kindred thrust, 
Each clansman’s execration just^ 

ShaU doom him wrath and woe.” 
He paused the word the vassals took, 
With forward step and fiery look, 

On high their naked brands they shook, 
Their clattering targets wildly strook ; 

And first in murmur low, 2 
Then, like the billow in his course, 

That far to seaward finds his source. 

And flings to shore his muster’d force. 
Burst, with loud roar, their answer hoarse. 
Woe to the traitor, woe !” 
Ben-an’s grey scalp the accents knew, 

The joyous wolf from covert drew, 

The exulting eagle scream’d aiar,— 

They knew the voice of Alpine’s war. 


Then deeper paused the priest anew. 

And hard his labouring breath he drew. 
While, with set teeth and clenched hand- 
And eyes that glow’d like fiery brand. 

He meditated curse more dread, 

And deadlier, on the clansman’s head, 

Who, summon’d to his Chieftain’s aid. 

The signal saw and disobey’d. 

The crosslet’s points of sparkling wood, 

He quench’d among the bubbling blood, 
And, as again the sign he rear’d, 

Hollow and hoarse his voice was heard : 

When flits this Cross from man to man, 
Vich- Alpine’s summons to Iiis clan. 

Burst be the ear that fails to heed ! 

Palsied the foot that shuns to speed! 

May ravens tear the careless eyes, 

W olves make the cow’'ard heart their prize ! 
As sinks that blood-stream in the earth, 

So may his heart’s-hlood drench his hearth ! 
As dies in hissing gore the spark. 

Quench thou his light, Destruction dark, 
And he the grace to him denied, 

Bought by this sign to all beside 1 ” 

He ceased ; no echo gave agen 
The murmur of the deep Amen.'^ 


The shout was hush’d on lake and fell, 
The monk resumed his mutter’d spell: 
Dismal and low its accents came. 

The while he scathed the Cross with flame 
And the few words that reach’d the air, 
Although the holiest name was there,^ 
Had mpre of blasphemy than prayer. 

But when he shook above the crowd 
Its kindled points, he spoke aloud : — 

Woe to the wretch who fails to rear 
At this dread sign the ready spear I 
For, as the flames this symbol sear, 

Her home, the refuge of his fear, 

A kindred fate shall know ; 

Par o’er its roof the volunied flame 
Clan- Alpine’s vengeance shall proclaim, 
While maids and matrons on iiis name 
Bhall call down wretchedness and shame. 
And infamy and w^oe.” 

Then rose the cry of females, shrill 
As goss-hawk’s whistle on the hill, 
Denouncing misery and ill, 

Mingled with cliildhood’s babbling trill 
Of curses stammer’d slow ; 
Answering, with imprecation dread, 

Sunk be Ms home in embers red ! 

And cursed he the meanest shed 
That e’er shall hide the houseless head, 

W e doom to want and woe 1 ” 

A sharp and shrieking echo gave, 
Coir-Urisidn, thy goblin cave! 

And the grey pass where birches wmve, 

On Beala-nam-bo. 


Tlien Roderick, with impatient look, 

From Brian’s hand the symbol took : 

“ Speed, Malise, speed ! ” he said, and gave 
The crosslet to his henchman brave. 

“ The muster-place be Lanrick mead — ® 
Instant the time — speed, Malise, speed!’ 
Like heath-bird, when the hawks pursue, 

A barge across Loch Katrine flew ; 

High stood the henchman on the prow ’ ; 

So rapidly the barge-men row, 

The bubbles, where they launch’d the boat, 
Were all unbroken and afloat. 

Dancing in foam and ripple still, 

When it had near’d the mainland hill j 
And from the silver beach’s side 
Still was the prow three fathom wide, 
When lightly bounded to the land 
The messenger of blood and brand. 


XIIL 

Speed, Malise, speed ! the dun deer’s hide 
On fleeter foot was never tied.® 

Speed, Malise, speed I such cause of haste 
Thine active sinew’s never braced. 

Bend ’gainst the steepy hill thy breast, 
Burst down like torrent from its aresl : 


Our warriors, on Iiis worthless bust. 
Shall speak disgrace and woe.” 

Their clattering targets strook' 

.And first mutter’d loicJ” 


8 MS. — ** Although the holy name was there. 
4 MS.—” The mutter’d deep Ameru” 
MS.— Murlagan is the spot decreed.'' 
s See Appendix, Note 2 L. 
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With short and springing footstep pass 
The trembling hog and false morass; 

Across the brook like roebuck bound. 

And thread the brake like questing hound ; 

The crag is high, the scaur is deep. 

Yet shrink not from the desperate leap : 

ParchM are thy burning lips and brow, 

Yet by the fountain pause not now ; 

Herald of battle, fate, and fear,^ 

Stretch onward in thy fleet career ! 

The wounded hind thou track’st not now, 

Pursuest not maid through greenwood bough, 

Nor pliest thou now thy flying pace. 

With rivals in the mountain race ; 

But danger, death, and warrior deed. 

Are in thy course-speed, Malise, speed ! 

XIV. 

Past as the fiital symbol flies, 

In anus tlie huts and hamlets rise ; 

From winding glen, from upland brown. 

They pour’d each hardy tenant down. 

Nor slack’d the messenger his pace ; 

He show’d the sign, he named the place, 

And, pressing forward bite the wind. 

Left clamour and surprise behind,® 

The fisherman forsook the strand, 

The swarthy smith took dirk and brand ; 

With changed cheer, the mower blithe 
Left in the half-cut swathe the scythe ; 

The herds without a keeper stray’d, 

The plough was in mid-furrow staid, 

The falc’ner toss’d his hawk away, 

The hunter left the stag at hay ; 

Prompt at the signal of alarms, 

Each son of Alpine rush’d to arms ; 

So swept the tumult and affray 
Along the margin of Achray. 

Alas, thou lovely lake ! that e’er 
Thy banks should echo sounds of fear ! 

The rocks, the bosky thickets, sleep 
So stilly on thy bosom deep, 

The lark’s blithe carol, from the cloud, 

Seems for the scene too gaily loud.^ 

■ XV. 

Speed, Malise, speed I the lake is past, 
Duncraggan’s huts appear at last, 

1 MS.—“ Dread messenger of fate and fear, 

Herald of danger, fate, and fear, f 
Stretch onward in thy fleet career ! 

Thou track’st not now the stricken doe, 

Hor maiden coy through greenwood hough/* 

® ** Tho description, of the starting of the ‘fiery cross ’ bears 
more marks of labour than most of Mr. Scott’s poetry, and 
borders, perhaps, upon straining and exaggeration; yet it 
shows great power.*’— .Jeffbey, 

3 MS.— “ Seems aU too livdy and too tond.'* 

* MS.— ^Tis woman’s scream, ’tis childhood’s wail.” 

3 See Appendix, Note 2 M. 

* Or cottL The hollo w side of the hill, where game usually 
lies. 


I And peep, like moss-grown rocks, half seen, 

! Half hidden in the copse so green ; 

There mayest theu rest, thy labour done. 

Their Lord shall speed the signal on. — 

As stoops the hawk upon his prey. 

The henchman shot him down the way. 

— What woeful accents load the gale % 

The funeral yell, the female wail 1* 

A gallant hunter’s sport is o’er, 

A valiant warrior fights no more. 

Who, in the battle or the chase, 

At Roderick’s side shall fill his place ! — 

Within the hall, where torches’ ray 
Supplies the excluded beams of day, 

Lies Duncan on his lowly bier. 

And o’er him streams bis widow’s tear. 

His stripling son stands mournful ]>y, 

His youngest weeps, but knows not why ; 

The village maids and matrons round 
The dismal coronach resound.^ 

XVI. 

Cnvisnarl). 

He is gone on the mountain, 

He is lost to the forest, 

Like a summer-dried fountain, 

V'hen our need was the sorest. 

The font, reappearing, 

From the rain-drops shall borrow, 

' But to us comes no cheering. 

To Duncan no morrow I 
The hand of the reaper 
Takes the ears that are hoary, 

But the voice of the weeper 
Wails manhood in glory. 

The autumn winds rushing 
Waft the leaves that are searost. 

But our flower was in flushing, 

When blighting was nearest. 

Fleet foot on the correi,® 

Sage counsel in cumber, 

Red hand in the foray, 

How’ sound is thy slumber ! 

Lilve the dew on the mountain, 

Like the foam on the river, 

Like the bubble on the fountain. 

Thou art gone, and for ever !? 

7 “ Mr. Scott is such a master of versification, that the most 
complicated metre does not, for an instant, arrest the progunss 
of his imagination ; its difficulties nsualiy oi>erate as a salu- 
tary excitement to his attention, and not unfrcquently sug- 
gest to him nevr and unexpected graces of expression. If a 
careless rhyme, or an ill-constracted phrase occasionally es- 
cape him amidst the irregular torrent of Ins stanza, the ble- 
mish is often imperceptible by the hurried eye of the reader ; 
but when the short lines are yoked in pairs, any dissonance in 
the jingle, or interruption of the construction, cannot fiail to 
give offence. We learn from Horace, that in the course of a 
long Tork, a poet may legitimately indulge in a momentary 
slumber; hut we do not wish to hear him snore.’*— 
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FaWiftih The name of a dog. 

MS.— “ Angus, thQjirst of Duncan’s line, 

Sprung forth and seized the fatal sign. 
And then upon Ms ki/isma7i’s bier 
Fell Malise's suspended tear. 


In haste the stripling to his aide 
Bis father’s targe and falchion tied.” 

3 See Appendix, Note 2 N. 

< MS .— And where a steep and 'wooded knoll 

Graced the dark strath with emerald green." 


XYXL 

Bee Stumah,^ whoj the Her beside. 

His master’s corpse with tvonder eyed. 

Poor Stumali ! wiiom his least halloo 
Could send like lightning o’er the dew. 
Bristles his crest, and points his cars. 

As if some stranger step he hears. 

’Tis not a mourner’s muffled tread, 

Who comes to sorrow o’er the dead, 

But headlong haste, or deadly fear, 

Urge the precipitate career. 

Ail stand aghast : — unheeding all, 

The henchman bursts into the hall ; 

Before the dead man’s bier he stood ; 

Held forth the Cross besmear’d with blood ; 
‘‘ Tlie muster-place is Lanrick mead ; 

Speed forth the signal I clansmen, speed !” 


XTIIL 

Angus, the heir of Duncan’s line,- 
Sprung forth and seized the fatal sign, 

In haste the stripling to his side 
His father’s dirk and broadsword tied ; 

But when he saw his mother’s eye 
Watch him in speechless agony, 

Back to her open’d arms he flew, 

Press’d on her lips a fond adieu — 

** Alas I” she sobb’d, — and yet, be gone, 
And speed thee forth, like Duncan’s son I” 
One look he cast upon the bier, 

Dash’d from his eye the gathering tear, 
Breathed deep to clear his labouring breast, 
And toss’d aloft his bonnet crest, 

Then, like the high-bred colt, wfflen, freed, 
First he essays his fire and speed, 

He vanish’d, and o’er moor and moss 
Sped forward with the Fiery Cross. 

Suspended was the widow^’s tear. 

While yet his footsteps she could hear ; 

And when she mark’d the henchman’s eye 
Wet with unwonted sympathy, 

“ Kinsman,” she said, " his race is run, 

That should have sped thine errand on ; 

The oak has fall’n, — the sapling bough 
Is all Duncraggan’s shelter now. 

Yet trust I well, his duty done, 

The orphan’s God will guard ray sou. — 

And you, in many a danger true, 

At Duncan’s best your blades that drew, 

To arms, and guard that orphan’s head I 
Let babes and women w’ail the deaa,” 

Then weapon-clang, and martial call. 
Resounded through the funeral hall, 

While from the walls the attendant band 
Snatch’d sword and targe, with hurried hand ; 


And short and flitting energy 
Glanced £rom the mourner’s sunken eye, 
As if the sounds to w’arrior dear. 

Might rouse her Duncan from his bier. 

But faded soon that borrow’d force ; 

Grief claim’d his right, and tears their 
course. 


XIX. 

Benledi saw the Cross of Fire, 

It glanced like lightning up Strath -Ire.'"* 
O’er dale and hill the summons flew', 

Nor rest nor pause young Angus knew ; 

The tear that gather’d in his eye 
He left the mountain breeze to dry ; 

Until, where Teith’s young waters roll, 
Betwixt him and a wooded knoll, ^ 

That graced the sable strath with green, 

The chapel of St. Bride was seen. 

Swoln was the stream, remote the bridge, 
But Angus paused not on the edge ; 

Though the dark waves danced dizzily. 
Though reel’d his sympathetic eye, 

He dash’d amid the torrent’s roar : 

His right hand high the crosslet bore, 

His left the pole-axe grasp’d, to guide 
And stay his footing in the tide. 

He stumbled t^ice — the foam splash’d high, 
With hoarser swell the stream raced by ; 
And had he fall’n, — ^for ever there, 

Farewell Duncraggan’s orphan heir ! 

But still, as if in parting life, 

Firmer he grasp’d the Cross of strife. 

Until the opposing bank he gain’d, 

And up the chapel pathway strain’d. 


XX. 

A blithesome rout, that morning tide, 
Had sought the chapel of St. Bride. 

Her troth Tombea’s Mary gave 
To Norman, heir of Armandave. 

And, issuing from the Gothic arch, 

The bridal now resumed their march. 

In rude, but glad procession, came 
Bonneted sire and coif-clad dame ; 

And plaided youth, with jest and jeer, 
Which snooded maiden would not hear ; 
And children, that, unwitting why. 

Lent the gay shout their shrilly cry ; 
And minstrels, that in measures vied 
Before the young and bonny bride. 
Whose downcast eye and cheek disclose 
The tear and blush of morning rose. 
"With virgin step, and bashful hand, 

She held the ’kerchief’s snowy band ; 
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The gallant hfidegroom by her side, 

Beheld his prize \rith victor’s pride, 

And the glad mother in her ear 
Was closely whispering word of cheer. 

XXI. 

Who meets them at the churchyard gate 1 
The messenger of fear and fate ! 

Haste in his hurried accent lies, 

And grief is swimming in his eyes. 

All dripping from the recent flood, 

Panting and travel-soil’d he stood, 

The fatal sign of fire and sword 
Held forth, and spoke the appointed word : 
‘‘ The muster-place is Lanrick mead ; 
Speed forth the signal ! Norman, speed 
And must he change so soon the hand,^ 
Just link’d to his by holy band, 

For the fell Cross of blood and brand ? 

And must the day, so blithe that rose, 

And promised rapture in the close, 

Before its setting hour, divide 

The bridegroom from the plighted bride ? 

0 fatal doom ! — it must ! it must ! 

Clan- Alpine’s cause, her Chieftain’s trust, 
Her aumraons dread, brook no delay ; 
Stretch to the race — ^away ! away I 

XXII. 

Yet slow he laid his plaid aside, 

And, lingering, eyed his lovely bride, 

Until he saw the starting tear 
Speak woe he might not stop to cheer ; 
Then, trusting not a second look, 

In haste he sped him up the brook, 

Nor baelward glanced, till on the heath 
"iYhere Lubnaig’s lake supplies the Teith. 

— What in the racer’s bosom stirr’d ? 

The sickening pang of hope defen-’d, 

And memory, with a torturing train - 
Of all his morning visions vain. 

Mingled with love’s impatience, came 
The manly thirst for martial fame ; 

The stormy joy of mountaineers, 

Ere yet they rush upon the spears ; 

And zeal for Clan and Chieftain burning, 
And hope, from well-fought field returning, 
With war’s red honours on his crest, 

To clasp his Mary to his breast. 

Stung by such thoughts, o’er hank and brae, 
Like fire from flint he glanced away, 

While high resolve, and feeling strong, 

Burst into voluntary song. 

1 MS.—"* And mxtst he then exchange the hand.” 

* MS.—** And memory drought the torturing train 

Of all his morning visions vain ; 

But mingled with impatience came 
The manly love of martial fame.” 

® BmcJfeen.— Fern. 

MS.—** I m.ay not, dare not, image now." 


XXIIL 

The heath this night must be my bed. 

The bracken® curtain for my head, 

My lullaby the warder’s tread, 

Far, far, from love and thee, Mary ; 
To-morrow eve, more stilly laid, 

My couch may e my bloody plaid, 

My vesper song, thy wail, sweet maid ! 

It will not waken me, Mary I 
I may not, dare not, fancy now^ 

The grief that clouds thy lovely brow, 

I dare not think upon thy vow. 

And all it promised me, Mary, 

No fond regret must Norman know ; 

When bursts Clan- Alpine on the foe. 

His heart must be like bended bow. 

His foot lilce arrow free, Mary. 

A time will come with feeling fraught. 

For, if I fall in battle fought. 

Thy hapless lover’s dying thought 

Shall be a thought on thee, Mary.® 

And if return’d from conquer’d foes. 

How blithely will the evening close, 

How sweet the linnet sing repose, 

To my young bride and me, Mary ! 

XXIT. 

Not faster o’er thy heathery braes, 

Balquidder, speeds the midnight blaze,® 

Rushing, in conflagration strong, 

Thy deep ravines and dells along, 

Wrapping thy cliffs in purple glow. 

And reddening the dark lalces below ; 

Nor faster speeds it, nor so far, 

As o’er thy heaths the voice of war,7 
The signal roused to martial coil 
The sullen margin of Loch Voil, 
aked still Loch Hoine, and to the source 
Alarm’d, Balvaig, thy swampy course ; 

Thence southward turn’d its rapid road 
Adown Strath-Gartney’s valley broad, 

Till rose in arms each man might claim 
A portion in Clan- Alpine’s name, 

From the grey sire, whose trembling hand 

Could hardly buckle on his brand, 

To the raw boy, whose shaft and bow 
Were yet scarce terror to the crow. 

Each valley, each sequester’d glen. 

Muster’d its little horde of men, 

That met as torrents from the height 
In Highland dales their streams unite, 

« MS.—** A time will come for love and faith, 

For should thy bridegroom yield his breath, 
’Twill cheer him in the hour of death. 

The boasted right to thee, Mary." 

® See Appendix, Note 2 O. 

7 ** The eager fidelity with which this fatal signal is hurried 
on and obeyed, is represented with great spirit and felicity.” 
—J JEFFREY. 
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Still gatheringj as they pour along, 

A voice more loud, a tide more strong, 

Till at the rendezvous they stood 
By hundreds prompt for blows and blood ; 

Each train’d to arms since life began, 

Owning no tie but to his clan. 

No oath, but by his chieftain’s hand. 

No law, but Roderick Dhu’s command.^ 

XXV. 

That summer morn had Roderick Dhu 
Survey’d the skirts of Benvenue, 

And sent his scouts o’er hill and heath, 

To view the frontiers of Menteith. 

All backward came with news of truce ; 

Still lay each martial Crneme and Bruce, 

In Rednoch courts no horsemen wait, 

No banner waved on Cardross gate, 

On Duchray’s towers no beacon shone, 

Nor scared the herons from Loch Con ; 

All seem’d at peace.— Now, wot ye why 
The Chieftain, with such anxious eye. 

Ere to the muster he repair, 

This western frontier scann’d with care ? — 

In Benvenue’s most darksome cleft, 

A fair, though cruel, pledge was left ; 

For Douglas, to his promise true, 

That morning from the isle withdrew^, 

And in a deep sequester’d dell 
Had sought a low and lonely cell. 

By many a bard, in Celtic tongue. 

Has Coir-nan-Uriskin been sung ; ^ 

A softer name the Saxons gave, 

And call’d the grot the G-oblin-cave. 

XXVI. 

It was a wild and strange retreat, 

As e’er was trod by outlaw’s feet. 

The dell, upon the mountain’s crest. 

Yawn’d like a gash on w^arrior’s breast ; 

Its trench had staid full many a rock, 

Hurl’d by primeval earthquake shock 
From Benvenue’s grey summit wild. 

And here, in random ruin piled, 

They frown’d incumbent o’er the spot. 

And form’d the rugged silvan grot.*'* 

The oak and birch, with mingled shade, 

At noontide there a twilight made, 

Unless wdien short and sudden shone 
Some straggling beam on cliff or stone, 

With such a glimpse as prophet’s eye 
Gains on thy depth, Futurity. 

1 See Appendix, Note 2 P. 

2 See Appendix, Note 2 Q. 

8 “ After landin" on the skirts of Benvenue, we reach the 
cave (or more properly the cove) of the goUins, hy a steep and 
narrow defile of a few hundred yards in length. It is a deep 
circular amphitheatre of at least 600 yards of extent in its 
upper diameter, gradually narrowing towards the base, hem- 
med in all round by steep and towering rocks, and rendered 
impenetrable to the rays of the sun hy a close covert of luxu- 
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, No murmur waked the solemn still, 

Save tinkling of a fountain rill ; 

But when the wind chafed with the lake, 

A sullen sound would upward break, 

With dashing hollow voice, that spoke 
The incessant w’ar of wave and rock. 

Suspended cliffs, with hideous sway. 

Seem’d nodding o’er the cavern grey. 

From such a den the w'olf had sprung, 

In such the wild-cat leaves her young ; 

Yet Douglas and his daughter fair 
Sought for a space their safety there. 

Grey Superstition’s whisper dread 
Debarr’d the spot to vulgar tread ; 

For there, she said, did days resort. 

And satyrs'* hold their sil van court, 

By moonlight tread their mystic maze. 

And blast the rash beholder’s gaze. 

XXTII. 

Now eve, with western shadows long, 

Floated on Katrine bright and strong, 

When Roderick, with a chosen feAV, 

Repass’d the heights of Benvenue. 

Above the Goblin -cave they go, 

Through the wild pass of Beal-nam-bo 
The prompt retaimers speed before, 

To launch the shallop from the shore, 

For cross Loch Katrine lies his way 
To 'view the passes of Achray, 

And place his clansmen in an’ay. 

Yet lags the chief in musing mind, 

Unwonted sight, his men behind. 

A single page, to hear his sword, 

Alone attended on his lord 

The rest their way through thickets break, 

And soon await him by the lake. 

It was a fair and gallant sight. 

To view them from the neighbouring height. 

By the low-levell’d sunbeams light ! 

For strength and stature, from the clan 
Each warrior w'as a chosen man, 

As even afar might well he seen, 

By their proud step and martial mien. 

Their feathers dance, their tartans float, 

Their targets gleam, as by the boat 
A wild and warlike group they stand. 

That well became such mountain-strand. 

XXVIIT. 

Their Chief, wdth step reluctant, still 
Was lingering on the craggy hill, 

riant trees. On the south and west it is bounded by the pre 
cipitous shoulder of Benvenue, to the height of at least 5<MI 
feet ; towards the east, the rock appears at some former pe- 
riod to have tumhled down, strewing the whole coiuse of its 
fall with immense fragments, which now serve only to give 
shelter to foxes, wild-cats, and badgers.”— Dr. Oraham. 

i The Umk, or Highland satyr. See Note on the previoua 
Canto. 

5 See Appendix, Note 2 It. ® Ibid, Note 2 5. 
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Hard by where turn’d apart the road 
To Douglas’s obscure abode. 

It was but with that dawning morn, 

That Roderick Dim had proudly sworn 
To drown his lov? in war’s wild roar,^ 
Nor think of Ellen Douglas more ; 

But he who stems a stream with sand, 
And fetters flame with flaxen band. 

Has yet a harder task to prove — 

By firm resolve to conc^uer love ! 

Eve finds the Chief, like restless ghost, 
Still hovering near his treasure lost ; 

For though his haughty heart deny 
A parting meeting to his eye. 

Still fondly strains his anxious ear, 

The accents of her voice to hear, 

And inly did he curse the breeze 
That waked to sound the rustling trees. 
But hark ! what mingles in the strain ? 
It is the harp of Alian-bane, 

That wakes its measure slow and high. 
Attuned to sacred minstrelsy. 

What melting voice attends the strings ? 
’Tis Ellen, or an angel, sings. 


Died on the harp the closing hymn — - 
Unmoved in attitude and limb, 

As list’ning still, Clan- Alpine’s lord 
Stood leaning on his heavy sword. 

Until the page, with humble sign, 

Twice pointed to the sun’s decline. 

Then while his plaid he round him cast, 
‘‘ It is the last time — ’tis the last,” 

He mutter’d thrice, — the last time e’er 
That angel voice shall Roderick hear I” 
It w^as a goading thought — his stride 
Hied hastier down the mountain-side ; 
Sullen he flung him in the boat, 

And instant ’cross the lake it Kshot. 

They landed in that silvery bay, 

And eastward held their hasty way, 

Till, with the latest beams of light. 

The band arrived on Lanrick height. 
Where muster’d, in the vale below,"* 
Clan-Alpine’s men in martial show. 


XXXI. 

A various scene the clansmen made, 

Some sate, some stood, some slowly stray’d ; 
But most with mantles folded round, 

Were couch’d to rest upon the ground, 

Scarce to be known by curious eye, 

From the deep heather where they lie. 

So well was match’d the tartan screen 
With heath-bell dark and brackens green ; 
Unless where, here and there, a blade. 

Or lance’s point, a glimmer made, 

Like glow-worm twinkling through the shade. 
But when, advancing through the gloom, 
They saw the Chieftain’s eagle plume, 

Their shout of welcome, shrill and wide, 
Shook the steep mountain’s steady side. 

Thrice it arose, and lake and fell 
Three times return’d the martial yell ; 

It died upon Bochastle’s plain, 

And Silence claim’d her evening I’eign. 


XXIX. 

ilnmn ta 

Ave Maria! maiden mild I 
Listen to a maiden’s prayer I 
Thou canst hear though from the wild, 
Thou canst save amid despair. 

Safe may we sleep beneath thy care, 
Though banish’d, outcast, and reviled- 
Maiden ! hear a maiden’s prayer ; 
Mother, hear a suppliant child I 


Ave Maria ! 


Ave Maria / undefiled ! 

The flinty couch we now must share® 

Shall seem with down of eider piled. 

If thy protection hover there. 

The murky cavern’s hean* air® 

Shall breathe of balm if thou hast smiled ; 
Then, Maiden 1 hear a maiden’s prayer; 

Mother, list a suppliant child ! 

Ave Maria! 




A ve Maria ! stainless styled I 
Foul demons of the earth and air, 
From this their wonted haunt exiled, 
Shall flee before thy presence fair. 
We bow us to our lot of care, 
Beneath thy guidance reconciled ; 
Hear for a maid a maiden’s prayer, 
And for a father hear a eliild ! 


CANTO FOURTH. 


Ci)« 


The rose is fairest when ’tis budding new, 

And hope is brightest w'hen it dawns from fears 
The rose is sweetest wash’d with morning dew, 
And love is loveliest when embalm’d in tears. 


Ave Maria ! 


To drown his grif/in war’s wild roar, 
Nor think of kme and Sllcn more,” 
The flinty couch mg sire must share.” 
The murky grotta^s naxiom air.” 


Where broad extending far below. 
Muster’d CLan-Alpine’s martial show. 


6 MS.—” And rapture dearest when obscured by fer.ra 
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O wilding rose, whom fancy thus endears^ 

1 bid your blossoms in my bonnet wave, 

Emblem of hope and love through future years 
Thus spoke young Norman, heir of Armandave, 
What time the sun arose on Vennachar’s broad wave. 

II. 

Such fond conceit, half said, half sung, 

Love prompted to the bridegroom’s tongue. 

All while he stripp’d the wild-rose spray. 

His axe and bow beside him lay, 

For on a pass ’twixt lake and wood, 

A wakeful sentinel he stood. 

Hark ! on the rock a footstep rung, 

And instant to his arms he sprung. 

“ Stand, or thou diest l~~What, Malise ? — soon 
Art thou return’d from Braes of Doune. 

By thy keen step and glance I know, 

Thou bring’st us tidings of the foe,” — 

( For while the Fiery Cross hied on, 

On distant scout had Malise gone.) 

“"Where sleeps the Chief?” the henchman said. — 
“ Apart, in yonder misty glade ; 

To his lone couch I ’ll be your guide.” — 

Then call’d a slumberer by his side, 

And stirr’d him with his slacken’d bow — 

“ Up, up, Glentarkin ! rouse thee, ho ! 

We seek the Chieftain ; on the track, 

Keep eagle watch till I come back.” 

III. 

Together up the pass they sped : 

“ What of the foemen?” Norman said. — 

“ Tarying reports from near and far ; 
lliis certain,-— that a band of war 
Has for two days been ready boune, 

At prompt command, to march from Doune ; 

King James, the while, with princely powers. 
Holds revelry in Stirling tow^ers. 

Soon will this dark and gathering cloud 
Speak on our glens in thunder loud. 

Inured to bide such bitter bout, 

The warrior’s plaid may hear it out ; 

But, Norman, how wilt thou provide 
A shelter for thy bonny bride?”— 

“ What ! know ye not that Roderick’s care 
To the lone Me hath caused repair 
Each maid and matron of the clan, 

And every child and aged man 
Unfit for arms; and given his charge, 

Nor skiff nor shallop, boat nor barge, 

Upon these lakes shall float at large, 

But all beside the islet moor, 

That such dear pledge may rest secure?” — 

IV. ' 

“ ’Tis wMl advised — the Chieftain’s plan ^ 

Bespeaks the father of his clan. 


But wherefore sleeps Sir Roderick Dbu 
Apart from all his followers true — 

“ It is, because last evening-tide 
Brian an auguiy hath tried. 

Of that dread kind which must not b» 
Unless in dread extremity. 

The Taghairm call’d ; by which, afar, 

Our sires foresaw the events of war.^ 
Duncraggan’s milk-white bull tlicy slew.” 

, -YTALISB.- 

“ Ah ! well the gallant brute I knew’ ! 

The choicest of the prey we had, 

When swept our merry-men Gallangad.® 

His hide was snow, liis horns were dark, 

His red eye glow’d like flery spark ; 

So fierce, so tameless, and so fleet, 

Sore did he cumber our retreat. 

And kept our stoutest kernes in aw^c. 

Even at the pass of Beal ’maha. 

But steep and flinty was the road, 

And sharp the hurrving pikemen’s goad, 

And when we came to Dennan’s Row, 

A child might scatheless stroke his brerw.” — 

V. 

NORMAN. 

“ That bull wus slain : his reeking hide 
They stretch’d the cataract beside, 

Whose vraters their wild tumult toss 
Adown the black and craggy boss 
Of that huge cliff, whose ample verge 
Tradition calls the Hero’s Targe. ^ 

Couch’d on a shelve beneath its brink, 

Close where the thundering torrents sink, 
Rocldng beneath their headlong sway, 

And drizzled by the ceaseless spray, 

Midst groan of rock, and roar of stream. 

The wizard waits prophetic dream. 

Nor distant rests the Chief ; — ^but hush I 
See, gliding slow through mist and bush. 
The hermit gains yon rock, and stands 
To gaze upon our slumbering bands. 

Seems he not, Malise, like a ghost, 

That hovers o’er a slaughter’d host? 

Or raven on the blasted oak. 

That, watching while the deer is brol-ie,® 

His morsel claims with sullen croak?” 

MALISE. 

— Peace ! peace I to other than to me, 

Thy words were evil augury ; 

But still I hold Sir Roderick’s blade 
Clan- Alpine’s omen and her aid, 

Not aught that, glean’d from heaven or hell, 
Yon fiend-begotten monk can tell. 

The Chieftain joins him, see — and now, 
Together they descend the brow.” 


* MS.— “ ’Tis well advised— a prudent plan. 
Worthy the father of his clan.” 


s See Appendix, Note 2 T. 
4 Ibid, Note 2 V; 


SIbid, Note 2 U. 
Ibid, Note 2 W. 





SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


7 MS.>— ’Tis stnliboTn as bis Highland targe.’* 

8 MS.— “ Thick as the flashe-s darted forth 

By morrice-dancers of the north ; 

Ana savr at mom 

Close moor’d by the lone islet's side. 
Since this rude* race dare not abide 
Upon their native mountain side, 

’Tis ht that Douglas should provide 
For his dear child some safe abode, 
And soon he comes to point the road. 


i MS.— Which foremost spills a foeman’s life.” 

s See Appendix, Note 2 X. 

a MS.—** The clansman, vainly deem’d his guide.” 

■* MS.—** He light on those shall stab him down.” 

< , - f* This sun 

* MS.—** ‘ When move they on ? , To-day j 

’Tis said will see them march from Doune.’ 

* To-morrow then } meeting stern.* ” 

^ For haiUe &(nme— ready for battle. 


I saw the Moray’s silver star, 

And mark’d the sable pale of Mar.” — - 
« By Alpine’s soul, high tidings those I 
I love to hear of worthy foes. 

AVhen move they onl” — ” To-morrow’s noon® 
Will see them here for battle bonne.” — ® 

“ Then shall it see a meeting stern ! — > 

But, for the place— say, couldst thou learn 
Nought of the friendly clans of Earn ? 
Strengthen’d by them, wo well might bide 
The battle on Benledi’s side. 

Thou couldst not 1— Weill Clan- Alpine’s men 
Shall man the Trosach’s shaggy glen ; 

■Within Loch Katrine’s gorge we’ll fight, 

All in our maids’ and matrons’ sight. 

Each for his hearth and household fire, 

Father for child, and son for sire, — 

Lover for maid beloved ! — But wdiy — 

Is it the breeze affects mine eye ? 

Or dost thou come, ill-omen’d tear I 
A messenger of doubt or fear % 

No ! sooner may the Saxon lance 
Unfix Benledi from his stance. 

Than doubt or terror can pierce through 
The unyielding heart of Roderick Dhu ! 

’Tis stubborn as his trusty targe. — ^ 

Each to his post ! — ^all know their charge.” 
The pibroch sounds, the hands advance, 

The broadswords gleam, the banners dance. 
Obedient to the Chieftain’s glance. 

— turn me from the martial roar, 

And seek Coir-Uriskin once more. 


as they came, with Alpine’s Lord 
The Hermit Monk held solemn word 
Roderick ! it is a fearful strife, 

For man endow’d with mortal life, 

"Whose shroud of sentient clay can still 
Feel feverish pang and fainting chill, 

Whose eye can stare in stony trance, 

Whose hair can rouse like warrior’s lance,— 
’Tis hard for such to view, unfurl’d, 

The curtain of the future world. 

Yet, witness every quaking limb, 

My sunken pulse, my eyeballs dim, 

My soul with harrowing anguish tom, — 

This for my Chieftain have I borne ! — 

The shapes that sought my fearful couch, 

An human tongue may ne’er avouch ; 

No mortal man, — save he, who, bred 
the living and the dead, 

Is gifted beyond nature’s law, — 

Had e’er survived to say he saw. 

At length the fatal answer came, 

In characters of living flame 1 

spoke in word, nor blazed in scroll, 

But borne and branded on my soul ; — 

Which spilxs the foremost foeman's lipe,^ 

PARTY CONCiUERS IN THE STRIFE I ® 


TIL 

Thanks, Brian, for thy zeal and care! 
ood is thine augury, and fair. 

ne’er in battle stood, 

But first our broadswords tasted blood. 

surer victim still I know, 

Self-offer’d to the auspicious blow i 
A spy has sought my hind this morn, — 
No eve shall witness his return ! 

My followers guard each pass's mouth, 
To east, to westward, and to south ; 

Red Murdoch, bribed to be his guide, ^ 
lias charge to lead his steps aside, 

Till, in deep path or dingle browm, 

He light on tlio.se shall bring him down.^ 
see, who comes his news to show ! 
Malise I what tidings of the foe?” — . 


Till. 

At Doune, o’er many a spear and glaive 
Two Barons proud their banners wave. 


IX. 

Where is the Douglas ?— he is gone j 
And Ellen sits on the grey stone 
Fast by the cave, and makes her moan ; 
While vainly Allan’s vvords of cheer 
Are pour’d on her unheeding ear. — 

He will return — Dear lady, trust ! — 
With joy return ; — he will — he must. 
Well was it time to seek, afar. 

Some refuge from impending war, 
When e’en Clan-Alpine’s rugged sw'arm 
Are cow’d by the approaching storm. 

I saw^ their boat.s, with many a light. 
Floating the live-long yesternight. 
Shifting like flashes darted forth-'* 

By the red streamers of the north ; 





THE LADY OF THE LAKE, 


- MS.-- “ No, Allan, no! His words so kind 

Were but pretexts my fears to blind. 
When in such solemn tone, and grave, 
Douglas a parting blessing gave.” 
s Itself disturb’d by slightest shock, 

Keflects the adamantine rock.” 


3 See Appendix, Note 2 Y. 

4 Thrush, 6 Blackbird . 

6 MS.—** ’Twas but a midnight chance ; 

For blindfold was the battle plied. 

And fortune held the lance.” 


I mark’d at mom how close they ride^ 
Ti'hick moor’d by the lone islet’s side, 
Like wild-dueks couching in the fen, 
When stoops the hawk upon the glen. 
Since this rude race dare not abide 
The peril on the mainland side, 

Shall not thy noble father's care 
Some safe retreat for thee prepare?” — 


■■ ' ' 

. ELLEN. ' 

No, Allan, no I Pretext so Idnd^ 
hiy wakeful terrors could not blind. 

When in such tender tone, yet grave, 
Douglas a parting blessing gave, 

The tear that glisten’d in his eye 
Drown’d not his purpose fix’d on high. 

My soul, though feminine and weak, 

Can image his ; e’en as the lake, 

Itself disturb’d by slightest stroke,® 

Reflects the invulnerable rock, 
lie hears report of battle rife, 

He deems himself the cause of strife. 

I saw him redden, when the theme 
Turn’d, Allan, on thine idle dream. 

Of Malcolm Graeme, in fetters bound, 
"Which I, thou saidst, about him wound. 
Think’st thou he trow’d thine omen aught ? 
Oh no ! ’twas apprehensive thought 
For the kind youth, — for Roderick too — 
(Let me be just) that friend so true; 

In danger both, and in our cause ! 

Minstrel, the Douglas dare not pause. 

Why else that solemn warning given, 

< If not on earth, we meet in heaven 1’ 

Why else, to Cambus-kennetli’s fane, 

If eve return him not again, 

Am I to hie, and make me known ? 

Alas ! he goes to Scotland’s throne, 

Buys his friend’s safety with his own ; — - 
He goes to do — ^what I had done. 

Had Douglas’ daughter been his son I”— 


XL 

Nay, lovely Ellen ! — dearest, nay ! 

If aught should his return delay, 

He only named yon holy fane 
As fitting place to meet again. 

Be sure he’s safe ; and for the Grseme,— 
Heaven’s blessing on his gallant name ! — - 
My vision’d sight may yet prove true, 

Nor bode of ill to him or you. 

W^hen did my gifted dream beguile ? 
Think of the stranger at the isle, 


■ ■ ELLEN. 

‘‘ Well, be it as thou wilt ; I hear, 
But cannot stop the bursting tear,” 
The Minstrel tried his simple art, 
But distant far was Ellen’s heart. 


XII. 




0 Alice Brand, my native land 
Is lost for love of you ; 

And we must hold by wood and wold, 
As outlaws wont to do. 


O Alice, ’twas all for thy locks so bright, 
And ’twas all for thine eyes so blue. 
That on the night of our luckless flight, 
Thy brother bold I slew. 


Now must I teach to hew the beech 
The hand that held the glaive, 

For leaves to spread our low'ly bed, 
And stakes to fence our cave. 


“ O Richard ! if my brother died, 
’Twas but a fatal chance ; 

For darkling was the battle tried. 
And fortune sped the lance.® 


If pall and vair no more I wear, 

Nor thou the crimson sheen, 

As waiun, we’ll say, is the russet grey, 
As gay the forest-green. 


ALICE BRAND, 


Merry it is in the good greenwood, 

When the maris^ and merle® are singing, 

When the deer sw^eeps by, and the hounds are in ciy 
And the hunter’s horn is ringing. 


And for vest of pall, thy fingers small, 
That wont on harp to stray, 

A cloak must sheer from the slaughter’d 
To keep the cold away.” — 


deer, 


And think upon the harpings slow, 

That presaged this approaching woe 1 
Sooth was my prophecy of fear ; 

Believe it when it augurs cheer. 

Would we had left this dismal spot! 

Ill luck still haunts a fairy grot. 

Of such a wondrous tale 1 know — ' 

Dear lady, change that look of woe, 

My harp was wont thy grief to cheer.”— 



iiii 
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Then forward stepp’d she, Alice firandj 
And made the holy sign,— 

« And if there’s blood on Richard’s haiR 
A spotless hand is mine. 

« And I conjure thee, Demon elf. 

By Him whom Demons fear, 

To show us whence thou art thyself. 
And what thine errand here 1”— 


« And, Richard, if our lot be hard, 
And lost thy native land, 

Still Alice has her own Richard, 

■ And he his Alice Brand.” 


XIII. 

aSatTIaU ctiitttmtcJCf* 

’Tis merry, ’tis merry, in good greenwood, 
So blithe Lady Alice is singing ; 

On the beech’s pride, and oak’s brown side, 
' Lord Richard’s axe is ringing. 


33anaXf rontiiinetf 
« ’Tis merry, ’tis merry, in Fairy-lano, 
When fairy birds are singing, 

When the court doth ride by their monarc 
With hit and bridle ringing ; 


Up spoke the moody Elfin King, 

Who won’d within the hill, — ^ 

Like wind in the porch of a ruin’d church, 
His voice was ghostly shrill. 


“ And gaily shines the Fairy-land— 

But all is glistening show,« 

Like the idle gleam that December’s beam 
Can dart on ice and snow. 


Why sounds yon stroke on beach and oak, 
Our moonlight circle’s screen 
Or w’ho comes here to chase the deer, 
Beloved of our Elfin Queen P 
Or who may dare on wold to wear 
The fairies fatal green 1“* 


« And fading, like that varied gleam, 
Is our inconstant shape, 

Who now like knight and lady seem, 
And now like dwarf and ape. 


« Up, Urgan, up I to yon mortal hie, 
For thou wert christen’d man ;® 
For cross or sign thou wilt not fly, 
For mutter’d word or ban. 


" It was between tbe night and day, 

When the Fairy King has power, 

That I sunk down in a sinful fray, 

And, ’twixt life and death, was snatch’d away 
To the joyless Elfin bower.7 


Lay on him the curse of the wither’d heart, 
The curse of the sleepless eye ; 

Till he wish and pray that his life would part, 
Nor yet fi.nd leave to die.” 


" But wist I of a woman bold, 
Who thrice my brow durst sign, 
I might regain my mortal mold, 
As fair a form as thine.” 


XIY. . 

SfSallali canttmtcir. 

’Tis merry, ’tis merry, in good greenwood. 
Though the birds have still’d their singing; 
Tbe evening blaze doth Alice raise, 

And Richard is fagots bringing. 


She cross’d him once — she cross’d Mm twice- 
That lady w’’as so brave ; 

The fouler grew ms goblin hue. 

The darker grew the cave. 


Up Urgan starts, that hideous dwarf, 
Before Lord Richard stands, 

And, as he cross’d and Mess’d himself, 
" I fear not sign,” quoth the grisly elf, 
" That is made wnth bloody hands.” 


She cross’d him thrice, that lady bold 
He rose beneath her hand 
The fairest knight on Scottish mold, 
Her brother, Ethert Brand 1 


But out then spoke she, Alice Brand, 
That woman, void of fear, — 

" And if there’s blood upon his hand, 
^Tis hut the blood of deer.” — 


Merry it is in good greenwood. 

When the mavis and merle are singing, 
But merrier were they in Dunfermline grey, 
When all the bells were ringing. 


" Now loud thou best, thou hold of mood 1 
It cleaves unto his hand, 

The stain of thine own kindly blood, 

The blood of Ethert Brand.” 


' : XTL . 

Just as the minstrel sounds were staidj 
A stranger climb’d the steepy glade : 


See Appendix, Note .'i B. 
See Appendix, Note 3 C. 
See Appendix, Note 3 1>. 


7 See' Appendix,; Note 3 "E. 


1 See Appendix, Note 2 Z, 

2 MS.— <“ Our fairy ringlets screen. 

3 See Appendix, Note 3 A. 
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THE LADY OF THE LAKE. 


His martial step, his stately mien, 

His hunting suit of Lincoln green, 

His eagle glance, remembrance claims — 

’Tis Snowdouii^'s Knight, ’tis James Fitz-Jamos. 
Ellen beheld as in a dream, 

Then, starting, scarce suppress’d a scre*^n : 

0 stranger I in such hour of fear. 

What evil hap has brought thee here F’ — 

"An evil hap how can it be, 

That bids me look again on thee ? 

By pronise bound, my former guide 
Met me betimes this morning tide, 

And marshalFd, over bank and bourne, 

The happy path of my return.”' — 

" The happy path ! — ^what ! said he nought 
Of war, of battle to he fought, 

Of guarded pass " No, by my faith ! 

Nor saw I aught could augur scathe.”*— 

" 0 haste thee, Allan, to the kern, 

— Yonder his tartans I discern; 

Learn thou his purpose, and conjure 
That he will guide the stranger sure ! — 

What prompted thee, unhappy man I 
The meanest serf in Roderick’s clan 
Had not been bribed by love or fear, 

Unknown to him to guide thee here.” — 

XYIL 

Sweet Ellen, dear my iiie must be, 

Since it is worthy care from thee ; 

Yet life 1 hold but idle breath, 

When love or honour ’s w^eigh’d with death. 
Then let me profit by my chance. 

And speak my purpose bold at once. 

I come to bear thee from a wild, 

Where ne’er before such blossom smiled ; 

By this soft hand to lead thee far 
From frantic scenes of feud and war. 

Near Bochastie my horses wait 
They bear us soon to Stirling gate. 

I’ll place thee in a lovely bower. 

I’ll gtiai'd thee like a tender flower” 

" 0 ! hush, Sir Knight ! ’twere female art, 

To say I do not read thy heart; 

Too much, before, my selfish ear 
Was idly soothed my praise to hear.^ 

That fatal bait hath lured thee back, 

In deathful hour, o’er dangerous track ; 

And how, 0 how, can I atone 
The wreck my vanity brought on I — 

One way remadns — I’ll tell him all — 

Yes 1 struggling bosom, forth it shall I 
Thou, whose light folly bears the blame, 

Buy thine own pardon with thy shame I 
But first— my father is a man 
Outlaw’d and exiled, under ban ; 

^ Camdimnore my horses wait” 


The price of blood is on his head, 

With me ’twere infamy to wed. — 

Still wouldst thou speak I — then hear the 
truth! 

Pitz-James, there is a nohie youth,-— 

If yet he ms !— exposed for me 
And mine to dread extreinity-— 

Thou hast the secret of my heart ; 

Forgive, be generous, and depart 1” 

XYin. 

Fitz- James knew every wily train 
A lady’s fickle heart to gain V 
But here he knew and felt them vain. 

There shot no glance from Ellen’s eye, 

To give her steadfast speech the lie ; 

In maiden confidence she stood, 

Though mantled in her cheek the blood, 

And told her love with such a sigh 
Of deep and hopeless agony. 

As death had seal’d her Malcolm’s doom, 
And she sat sorrowing on his tomb. 

Hope vanish’d from Fitz-James’s eye, 

But not with hope fled sympathy. 

He proffer’d to attend her side, 

As brother would a sister guide. — 

" O ! little know’st thou Roderick’s heart ! 
Safer for both we go apart. 

0 haste thee, and from Allan learn, 

If thou may’st trust yon wily kern.” 

With hand upon his forehead laid. 

The conflict of his mind to shade, 

A parting step or tw'o he made ; 

Then, as some thought had cross’d his brain, 
He paused, and turn’d, and came again. 

XIX. 

" Hear, lady, yet, a parting word \ — 

It chanced in fight that my poor sword 
Preserved the life of Scotland’s lord. 

This ring the grateful Monarch gave,^ 

And bade, when I had boon to crave, 

To bring it back, and boldly claim 
The recompense that I would name. 

Ellen, I am no courtly lord, 

But one who lives by lance and sword, 
Whose castle is his helm and shield. 

His lordship the embattled field. 

What from a prince can I demand, 

Who neither reck of state nor land ? 

Ellen, thy hand— the ring is thine;'* 

Each guard and usher know’s the sign. 

Seek thou the king without delay 
This signet shall secure thy way ; 

And claim thy suit, whate’er it he, 

As ransom of his pledge to me.” 


•* MS.— " Permit this hand— the ring is thine.** 
s MS.—" * Seek thou the King, and on thy kueo 
Put forth thy suit, wliate’er it he. 

As ransom of his pledge to me j 



® MS.—" Was idlyyyn(f praise to hear.” 

* MS.—" This ring of gold the monarch gave.** 
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He placed the golden circlet on, 

Pauaed— ■kiss’d her hand-— and then was gone. 
The aged Minstrel stood aghast, 

So hastily Fitz-James shot past. 

He join’d his guide, and wending down 
The ridges of the mountain brown, 

Across the stream they took their way, 

That joins Loch Katrine to Achray, 

XX. 

AH in the Trosach’s glen was still, 

Noontide was sleeping on the hill : 

Sudden his guide wioop’d loud and high — 
Murdoch ! was that a signal cry 1” — > 

He stammer’d forth, — I shout to scared 
Yon raven from his dainty fare.” 

He look’d — he knew the raven’s prey, 

His own brave steed : — Ah ! gallant grey ! 
For thee — for me, perchance — ’twere well 
"We ne’er had seen the Trosach’s dell. — 
Murdoch, move firstr-but silently ; 

WMstle or whoop, and thou shalt die!” 
Jealous and sullen on they fared. 

Each silent, each upon his guard. 

XXI. 

Now wound the path its dizzy ledge 
Around a precipice’s edge, 

When lo I a wasted female form, 

Blighted by wrath of sun and storm, 

In tatter’d weeds and wild array,® 

Stood on a cliff beside the way, 

And glancing round her restless eye, 

Upon the wood, the rock, the sky. 

Seem’d nought to mark, yet all to spy. 

' Her brow was wreath’d with gaudy bi’oom ; 
With gesture wild she waved a plume 
Of feathers, which the eagles fling 
To crag and cliff from dusky wing ; 

Such spoils her desperate step had sought. 
Where scarce wns footing for the goat. 

The tartan plaid she first descried, 

And shriek’d till all the rocks replied ; 

As loud she laugh’d when near they drew, 

For then the Lowland garb she knew; 

And then her hands she wildly wrung, 

And then she wept, and then she sung— 

She sung I — the voice, in better time. 
Perchance to harp or lute might chime ; 

And now, though strain’d and roughen’d, still 
Rung wildly sweet to dale and hill. 


My name and this shall make thy way.* 

He put the little signet on.” 

* MS.—*' He stammer’d forth confused reply : 

‘Saxon, , 

‘ Sir Knight, > ^ shouted hut to scare 
Yon raven from his dainty fare.’ ’* 

® MS. — “ Wrapp’d in a tatter'd mantle grey.” 

® The AUan and Dtvan are two beautiful streams, the latter 


XXIL 

J>ana. 

They hid me sleep, they bid me pray, 

They say my brain is warp’d and wmt.g ■— 

1 cannot sleep on Highland brae, 

I cannot pray in Highland tongue. 

But were I now where Allan® glides, 

Or heard my native Devan’s tides, 

So sweetly would I rest, and pray 
That Heaven would close my wintry day ! 

’Twas thus my hair they bade me braid, 

They made me to the church repair ; 

It was my bridal morn they said, 

And my true love would meet me there. 

But woe betide the cruel guile. 

That drown’d in blood the morning smile ! 

And woe betide the fairy dream ! 

I only waked to sob and seream. 

XXIIL 

“ Wlio is this maid ? what means her lay ? 

She hovers o’er the hollow way, 

And fluttem wide her mantle grey. 

As the lone heron spreads his wing, 

By twilight, o’er a haunted spring.” — 

" ’Tis Blanche of Devan,” Murdoch said, 

“ A crazed and captive Lowland maid/ 

Ta’en on the morn she was a bride, 

When Roderick foray’d Devan-side. 

The gay bridegroom resistance made, 

And felt our Chief’s uneonguer’d blade, 

I marvel she is now at large, 

But oft she ’scapes from Maudlin’s charge. — 
Hence, brain-sick fool !” — He raised his bow 
" Now, if thou strikest her but one blow, 

I’ll pitch thee from the cliff as far 
As ever peasant pitch’d a bar!” — 

Thanks, champion, thanks!” the Maniac 
cried, 

And press’d her to Fitz-James’s side. 

" See the grey pennons I prepare,^ 

To seek my true-love through the air? 

I will not lend that savage groom/ 

To break his fall, one downy plume I 
No 1 — deep amid disjointed stones, 

The wolves shall batten on his bone^, 

And 'then shall his detested plaid. 

By bush and br»er in mid air staid, 

Wave forth a banner fair and free, 

Meet signal for their revelry.” — 

celebrated in the poetry of Burns, which descend from tlxa 
hills of Perthshire into the great carse or plain of Stirling. 
MS. — ‘ A Saxon born, a crazy maid — 

*Tis Blanche of Devan,’ Murdoch said,” 
s MS.— “ With thee these pennons will I share*, 

Then seek my true love through the Mr.” 

® MS. — “ But I’ll not lend that savage groom, 

To break bis fall, one downy plume ! 

Deep, deep ’raid yon disjointed ston.'*s. 

The wolf shall batten on his bone;*.” 
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XXIV, 

Hiisli theo, poor maiden^ and be still I 
01 thou look’st kindly, and I will. — 

Mine eye has dried and wasted been, 

But still it loves the Lincoln green ; 

And, though mine ear is all unstrung, 

StUl, still it loves the Lowland tongue, 

For G my sweet William was forester true,^ 
He stole poor Blanche’s heart away I 
His coat it was all of the greenwood hue. 

And so blithely he trill’d the Lowland lay 1 

It was not that I meant to tell ... 

But thou art wise and guessest well.” 

Then, in a low and broken tone, 

And hurried note, the song went on. 

Still on the Clansman, fearfully, 

She fix’d her apprehensive eye ; 

Then turn’d it on the Knight, and then 
Her look glanced wildly o’er the glen. 


Not like a stag that spies the snare, 

But lion of the hunt aware. 

He waved at once his blade on high. 
Disclose thy treachery, or die I” 

Forth at full speed the Clansman fiew,* 

But in his race his bow he drew. 

The shaft just grazed Fitz- James’s crest. 
And thrill’d in Blanche’s faded breast,-— 
Murdoch of Alpine I prove thy speed, 

For ne’er had Alpine’s son such need ! 

With heart of fire, and foot of wind, 

The fierce avenger is behind I 
Fate judges of the rapid strife — 

The forfeit death-— the prize is life ! 

Thy kindred ambush lies before, 

Close couch’d upon the heathery moor; 
Them couldst thou roach ! — it may not be—* 
Thine ambush’d kin thou ne’er shait see, 
The fiery Saxon gains on thee I 
< — Resistless speeds the deadly thrust. 

As lightning strikes the pine to dust ; 

With foot and hand Fitz- James must strain. 
Ere he can win his blade again. 

Bent o’er the fall’n, with falcon eye,® 

He grimly smiled to see him die ; 

Then slower wended back his w-ay, 

Where the poor maiden bleeding lay. 


XXV.. 

The toils are pitch’d, and the stakes are set, 
Ever sing merrily, merrily ; 

The bows they bend, and the knives they 
wliet, 

Hunters live so cheerily. 


XXVII. 

She sate beneath the birchen-tree, 

Her elbow resting on her knee ; 

She had withdrawn the fatal shaft, 

And gazed on it, and feebly laugh’d ; 

Her wreath of broom and feathers grey. 
Daggled with blood, beside her lay. 

The Knight to stanch the life-stream tried. 
" Stranger, it is in vain !” she cried. 

Tliis hour of death has given me more 
Of reason’s power than years before ; 

For, as these ebbing veins decay. 

My frenzied visions fade away. 

A helpless injured wretch I die,? 

And something tells me in thine eye, 

That thou wert mine avenger born. — 

Seest thou tliis tress ?— O ! still I’ve w'ora 
This little tress of yellow hair, 

Through danger, frenzy, and despair I 
It once was bright and clear as thine, 

But blood and tears have dimm'd its shine. 


‘• It was a stag, a stag of ten,=^ 
Bearing it^ branches sturdily 
He came stately dowm the glen, 
Ever sing hardily, hardily. 


“ It was there he met with a Nvounded doe, 
She was bleeding deathfiilly ; 

She warn’d him of the toils below, 

O, so faithfully, faithfully 1 


“ He had an eye, and he could heed, 
■ Ever sing wj’arily, 'warily; ■■ ■ 

He had a foot, and he eon I d speed — 
Hunters watch so narrowdy.”^ 


.'XXVL' 

Fitz-James’s mind was passion-toss’d, 
When Ellen’s hints and fears were lost ; 
But Murdoch’s shout suspicion wrought, 
And Biaiiehe’s song conviction brought.- 


i MS.—*'' Sweet William was a wmodsman tnie. 

He stole poor Blanche’s heart away ! 

His coat was of the forest hue. 

And sweet he sung the Lowland lay.” 

s Having ten branches on his antlers. 

3 “ No machinery can he conceived more clumsy for effect- 
ing the deliverance of a distressed hero, than the introduction 
of a mad woman, who, without Imowing or caring about the 
wanderer, warns him /!»?/ a song, to take care of the ambush 
that was set for him. The maniacs of poetry have indeed had 
a prescriptive right to be musical, since tine days of Ophelia 
dowuwards ; but it is rather a rash extension of tiiis privilege 


hem sing good sense, and to make sensible l>cople 
by them.”— Jeffrey. - 

Forth at full speed the Clansman went; 

But iu his race his bow he bent, 

Halted— and back an arrow sent.** 

.... ” It may not be— 

The fiery Saxon gains on thee. 

Thine ambush’d kin thou ne’er shait see! 

Resistless as the lightning’s flame. 

The thrust betwixt his shoulder came.’* 

•‘‘ Then o’er him hung, with falcon eya. 

And grimly smiled to sec him die.” 

A guiltless injured wretch I die.” 



I will not tell thee when ’twas shred, 

Nor from what guiltless victim’s head — 

My brain would turn I— 'but it shall wave* 
like plumage on thy helmet brave, 

'mi sun and wind shall bleach the stain, 

And thou wilt bring it me again.' — 
waver still. — 0 God 1 more bright 
Let reason beam her parting light !— 

0! by thy knighthood’s honour’d sign, 

And for thy life preserved by mine, 

When thou shalt see a darksome man. 

Who boasts him Chief of Alpine’s Clan, 

With tartan's broad and shadowy plurnr , 

And hand of blood, and brow of gloom. 

Be thy heart bold, thy weapon strong, 

And wreak poor Blanche of Devan’s wrong I 
They watch for thee by pass and tell . . . 

Avoid the path ... 0 God! . . , farewell.” 

XXVIll. 

A kindly heart had brave Fitz-James ; 

pour’d his eyes at pity’s claims, 

And now with mingled grief and ire, 

He saw the murder’d maid expire. 

" God, in my need, be my relief,^ 

As I wreak this on yonder Chief 1” 

A lock from Blanche’s tresses fair 
He blended with her bridegroom’s hair ; 

The mingled braid in blood he dyed. 

And placed it on his bonnet-side : 

By Him whose word is truth I I swear. 

No other favour will I wear. 

Till this sad token I imbrue 
In the best blood of Roderick Dhu I 
— But hark! what means yon faint halloo? 
chase is up, — ^but they shall know, 
stag at bay ’s a dangerous foe.” 

Barr’d from the knowm but guarded way, 
Through copse and cliffs Fitz- James must stray, 
And oft must change his desperate track, 

By stream and precipice turn’d back. 

Heartless, fatigued, and faint, at length, 

From lack of food and loss of strength. 

He couch’d him in a thicket hoar. 

And thought his toils and perils o’er 
Of all my rash adventures past, 

This frantic feat must prove the last ! 

e’er so mad but might have guess’d, 

That all this Highland hornet’s nest 
Would muster up in swarms so soon 
As e’er they heard of bands at Donne? — 

Like bloodhounds now they search me out, — 
Hark, to the whistle and the shout ! — 

If farther through the wilds 1 go, 

I only f^I upon the foe : 


MS.— “ But novr, my chainpion,— it shall wave.” 
Rod, in my need, to me be tme. 

As I 'WTeak this on Boderick Dhu.” 

* MS.— « By the decaying flame was laid 
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ni couch me hero till evening grey, 

Then darkling try my dangerous way.” 

XXIX. 

The shades of eve come slowly down, 

The woods are wrapt in deeper brown, 

The owl awakens from her dell. 

The fox is heard upon the fell ; 

Enough remains of glimmering light 
To guide the wanderer’s steps aright. 

Yet not enough from far to show 
His figure to the watchful foe. 

With cautious step, and ear awake, 

He climbs the crag and threads the brake ; 
And not the summer solstice, there, 

Temper’d the midnight mountain air, 

But every breeze, tli.at swept the wold, 
Benumb’d his drenched limbs with cold. 

In dread, in danger, and alone. 

Famish’d and chill’d, through w^ays iiriknow':i« 
Tangled and steep, he journey’d on ; 

Till, as a rock’s huge point he turn’d, 

A watch-fire close before him burn’d. 

XXX. 

Beside its embers red and clear,® 

Bask’d, in his plaid, a mountaineer ; 

And up he sprung with sw'ord in hand, — 

Thy name and purpose! Saxon, standi” — 

A stranger.” — What dost thou require?”— 
Rest and a guide, and food and fire. 

My life’s beset, my path is lost, 

The gale has chill’d my limbs with frost.” — 

“ Art thou a friend to Roderick?” — No,”— 
Thou darest not call thyself a foe?” — > 

I dare ! to him and all the band^ 

He brings to aid his murderous hand.” — 

Bold words ! — but, though the beast of gam© 
The privilege of chase may claim. 

Though space and law the stag w’'e lend, 

Ere hound we slip, or bow we bend, 

Who ever reck’d, where, how, or when, 

The prowling fox was trapp’d or slain?-'" 

Thus treacherous scouts, — ^yet sure they lie, 
Who say thou earnest a secret spy ! ” — • 

They do, by heaven ! — Come Roderick Dhu, 
And of his clan the boldest two, 
x\nd let me but till morning rest, 

I write the falsehood on their crest.” — ■ 

If by the blaze I mark aright, 

Thou bear’st the belt and spur of Knight.” — 

“ Then by these tokens mayost thou kriow 
Each proud oppressor’s mortal foe.” — 

Enough, enough ; sit down and share 
A soldier’s couch, a soldiers fare. 


4 MS.—** I dare ! to him ar>d all the swarm 

He brings to aid his murderous arm,” 


5 See Appendix, Note 3 F. 
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xxxt 

He gave him of his Highland cheer, 

The hardened flesh of mountain deer;^ 

Dry fuel on the fire he laid, 

And bade the Saxon share his plaid. 

He tended him like welcome guest. 

Then thus his farther speech addressed. 
Stranger, I am to Roderick Dhu 
A clansman born, a Idnsman true ; 

Each word against his honour spoke, 

Demands of me avenging stroke ; 
y'et more, — upon thy fate, ’tis said, 

A mighty augury is laid. 

It rests with me to wdnd my horn, — 

Thou art with numbers overborne ; 

It rests with me, here, brand to brand, 

Worn as thou art, to bid thee stand: 

But, not for clan, nor kindred’s cause, 

Will I depart from honour’s laws ; 

To assail a wearied man were shame, 

And stranger is a holy name 5 
CMdanee and rest, and food and fire, 

In vain he never must require. 

Then rest thee here till dawn' of day ; 

Myself will guide thee on the way, 

O’er stock and stone, through watch and ward. 
Till past Clan- Alpine’s outmost guard, 

As far as Coilantogle’s ford; 

From thence thy warrant is thy sw'ord.’’ — 

I take thy courtesy, by heaven. 

As freely as ’tis nobly given 1” — 

** Well, rest thee ; for the bittern’s cry 
Sings us the lake’s wild lullaby.” 

With that he shook the gather’d heath, 

And spread Ms plaid upon the wreath ; 

And the brave foemen, side by side, 

Lay peaceful down, like brothers tried, 

And slept until the dawning beam® 

Puipled the mountain and the stream. 


And lights the fearful path on mountain side ; — ^ 
Fair as that beam, although the fairest far. 

Giving to horror grace, to danger pride, 

SMne martial Faith, and Courtesy’s bright star. 
Through all the wreckhil storms that cloud the brow 
of War. 


That early beam, so fair and sheen, 

Was twinkling through the hazel screen, 
When, rousing at its glimmer red. 

The warriors left their lowly bed. 

Look’d out upon the dappled sky, 
Mutter’d their soldier matins by. 

And then awaked their fire, to steal. 

As short and rude, their soldier meal. 

That o’er, the GaeD around him threw 
His graceful plaid of varied hue, 

And, true to promise, led the way, 

By thicket green and mountain grey. 

A wildering path ! — ^they winded now' 
Along the precipice’s brow. 

Commanding the rich scenes beneath, 

The windings of the Forth and Teith, 

And all the vales beneath that lie. 

Till Stirling’s turrets melt in sky ; 

Then, sunk in copse, their farthest glance 
Gain’d not the length of horseman’s lance. 
’Twas oft so steep, the foot w'as fain 
Assistance from the hand to gain ; 

So tangled oft, that, bursting through, 
Each hawthorn shed her show'ers of dew,- 
That diamond dew, so pure and clear. 

It rivals all but Beauty’s tear I 


At length they came where, stern and steep,® 
The hill sinks down upon the deep. 

Here Yennachar in silver flows, 

There, ridge on ridge, Benledi rose ; 

Ever the hollow path twined on, 

Beneath steep bank and threatening stone ; 
An hundred men might hold the post 
With hardihood against a host. 

The rugged mountain’s scanty cloak 
Was dwarfish shrubs of birch and oak,® 

With shingles bare, and cliffs between, 

And patches bright of bracken green, 

And heather black, that waved so high, 

It held the copse in rivalry. 

But where the lake slept deep and still. 

Dank osiers fringed the sw'amp and MU ; 

And oft both path and hill were torn, 

AYhere wintry torrents dow’n had borne. 


Cfje EaXfii of tljE Eahje. 


CANTO FIFTH. 


Wl)t Combat 


Fair as the earliest beam of eastern light, 
When first, by the bewilder’d pilgrim spied, 
It smiles upon the dreary brow of night, 

And silvers o’er the torrents foaming tide, 


At length they paced the mountain’s side, 
And saw beneath the waters wide.” 


1 See Appendix, Note 3 (r. 

2 MS.— “ And slept nntil the dawning streak 

Purpled the mountain and the lake.” 

3 MS.— “ And lights the tearful way along its side.” 

4 The Scottish Highlander calls himself Gad^ or Gaul, md 
terms the Lowlaudcrs, Sasscnac?if or Saxons. 


The rugged mountain’s stunted screen 

Was dwarfish with cliffs between, 
i copse i 
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And heap’d upon the cumber’d land 
Its wreck of gravel, rocks, and sand. 

So toilsome was the road to trace, 

The guide, abating of his pace. 

Led slowly through the pass’s jaws, 

And ask’d Fitz- James, by what strange cause 
He sought these wilds ? traversed by few. 
Without a pass from Koderiok Dhu. 

IV. 

Brave 0ael, my pass in danger tried, 

Hangs in my belt, and by my side ; 

Yet, sooth to tell,” the Saxon said, 

I dreamt not now to claim its aid.^ 

When here, but three days since, I came. 
Bewilder’d in pursuit of game, 

All seem’d as peaceful and as still, 

As the mist slumbering on yon lull ; 

Thy dangerous Chief was then afar. 

Nor soon expected back from war. 

Thus said, at least, my mountain-guide, 
Though deep, perchance, the villain lied.”— 

Y et why a second venture try 1 
A warrior thou, and ask me why 1— 

Moves our free course by such fix’d cause, 

As ^ves the poor mechanic laws « 

Enough, I sought to drive away 
The lazy hours of peaceful day; 

Slight cause will then suffice to guide 

A Knight’s free footsteps far and wide,—® 

A falcon down, a greyhound stray’d. 

The merry glance of mountain maid ; 

Or, if a path be dangerous known, 

The danger’s self is lure alone.”— 

■ V ■■ ■ ■ 

“ Tliy secret keep, I urge thee not 3 
V et, ere again ye sought this spot. 

Say, heard ye nought of Lowland war, 

Against Clan-AIpine, raised by Mar ?” 

— « No, by my w'ord ;~of bands prepared 
To guard King James’s sports I heard ; 

Ivor doubt I aught, hut, when they hear 
This muster of the mountaineer, 

Their pennons wall abroad be flung, 

U hich else in Doune had peaceful himg.’’. -^ 

** I ree be they flung I — for we were loth 
Their silken folds should feast the motli. 

Free be they flung I— as free shall wave 

Clau-Alpine’s pine in banner brave. 

But, Stranger, peaceful since you came. 

Bewilder’d in the mountain game. 

Whence the bold boast by which you show 
Jich-Alpine’s vow’d and mortal foe ? 

"Warrior, but yester-morn, I knew 
Nought of thy Chieftain, Koderick Dim, 


1 now to ch aw my blade.” ' 

- My errant footsteps ^ 

A kaighfs bold wanderings} 


♦Save as an outlaw’d desperate man. 

The chief of a rebellious cian, 

Who, in the Regent’s court and sight, 

With ruffian dagger stabb’d a knight : 

Yet this alone might from his part 
Sever each true and loyal heart.” 

VI. 

Wrothful at such arraignment foul, 

Dark lower’d the clansman’s sable scowl, 

A space he paused, then sternly said, 

" And heard’st thou why he drew his blade ! 
Heard’st thou that shameful word and blow 
Brought Roderick’s vengeance on liis foe? 
What reck’d the Chieftain if he stood 

On mghland heath, or Holy-Rood? 

He rights such wrong where it is given, 

If it were in the court of heaven.”— 

" Still was it outrage yet, ’tia true, 

Not then claim’d sovereignty his due ; 

V hile Albany, with feeble hand, 

Held borrow’d truncheon of command, 3 
The young King, mew’d in Stirling tower, 

Was stranger to respect and powder. 

But then, thy Chieftain’s robber life ! 

Winning mean prey by causeless strife, 
Wrenching from ruin’d Lowland swain 

His herds and harvest rear’d in vain.' 

Methinks a soul, like thine, should scorn 
The spoils from such foul foray borne.” 

VIL 

The Gael beheld him grim the while, 

And answer’d with disdainful smile,— 

" Saxon, from yonder mountain high, 

I mark’d thee send delighted eye, 

Par to the south and east, where lay, 

Extended in succession gay, 

Deep waving fields and pastures green, 

W ith gentle slopes and groves between 
These fertile plains, that soften’d vale, 

Were once the birthright of the Gael * 

The stranger eame with iron hand. 

And from our fathers reft the land. 

. Where dwell we now ! .See, rudely swell 
Crag over crag, and fell o’er fell. 

Ask we this savage hill we tread, 

For fatten’d steer or household bread ; 

Ask we for flocks these shingles dry, 

And well the mountain might reply,— 

‘ To you, as to your sires of yore, ^ 

Belong the target and claymore ! 

I give you shelter in my breast, 

Your own good blades must win the rest.’ 

Pent in this fortress of the North, 

Think’st thou we will not sally forth. 


4 koep, I ask it not,” 

. Which else in huU had peaceful bur?!'..' 
bee Appendix, Note 3 H. 
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To spoil the spoiler as we may;, 

And from the robber rend the prey ? 

Ay, by my soul ! — While on yon plain 
The Saxon rears one shock of grain ; 
While, of ten thousand herds, there strays 
But one along yon river’s maze,- — 

The Gael, of plain and river heir, 

Shall, with strong hand, redeem his share J 
Where live the mountain Chiefs who hold, 
That plundering Lowland field and fold 
Is aught but retribution true? 

Seek other cause ’gainst Roderick Dhu.”— 


Wild as the scream of the curlew. 

From crag to crag the signal flew.® 

Instant, through copse and heath, arose 
Bonnets and spears and bended bowsi 
On right, on left, above, below, 

Sprung up at once the lurking foe; 

From shingles grey their lances start, 

The bracken bush sends forth the dart,^ 

The rashes and the willow-wand 
Are bristling into axe and brand. 

And every tuft of broom gives life® 

To plaided warrior arm’d for strife. 

That whistle garrison’d the glen 
At once with full five hundred men, 

As if the ya^wming hill to heaven 
A subterranean host had given.® 

Watching their leader’s beck and will,^ 

All silent there they stood, and still. 

Like the loose crags, whose threatening mass 
Lay tottering o’er the hollow pass, 

As if an infant’s touch could urge 
Tlieir headlong passage down the verge, 

With step and weapon forward flung, 

Upon the mountain-side they hung. 

The Mountaineer cast glance of pride 
Along Benledi’s firing side, 

Then fix’d his eye and sable brow 

Full on Fitz- James — “ How say’st thoii now ? 

These are Clan- Alpine’s warriors true ; 

And, Saxon, — I am Roderick Dhu I” 


Tin. 

Answer’d Fitz- James, — And, if I sought, 
Think’st thou no other could he brought ? 
What deem ye of m^- path Waylaid ^ 

My life given o’er to ambuscade?”-— 

“ As of a meed to rashness due : 

Hadst thou sent warning fair and true,- — 

I seek my hound, or falcon stray’d, 

I seek, good faith, a Highland maid, — 
Free hadst thou been to come and go ; 

But secret path marks secret foe. 

Nor yet, for tliis, even as a spy, 

Hadst thou, unheard, been doom’d to die, 
Save to fulfil an augury.”— 

“ Well, let it pass; nor will I now 
Fresh cause of enmity avow, 

To chafe thy mood and cloud thy brow. 
Enough, I am by promise tied 
To match me with this man of pride : 
Twice have I sought Clan- Alpine’s glen 
In peace; but when I come agen, 

I come with banner, brand, and bow, 

A.S leader seeks his mortal foe. 

For love-lorn swain, in lady’s bower, 

Ne’er panted for the appointed hour, 

As I, until before me stand 

This rebel Chieftain and his band ! ® 


Fitz-Jamesvras brave: — Though to his hec.rt 
The life-blood thrill’d viith sudden start, 

He mann’d himself with dauntless air, 
Return’d the Cliief his haughty stare, 

His back against a rock he bore, 

And firmly placed his foot before : — 

Come one, come all ! this rock shall fly 
From its firm base as soon as I.”® 

Sir Roderick mark’d — and in his eyes 
Respect was mingled with surprise, 

And the stern Joy which warriors feel 
In foemen worthy of their steel. 


Have, then, thy wish !” — he whistled shrill. 
And he was answer’d from the hill : 


J See Appendix, Note 31. ! 

2 MS. — “ Tins dark Sir Roderick) , . . , . „ 

Tto savage CMoftdn , 

3 MS.— “ From copxo to copxe the signal fievr. ! 

Instant, through copse and erar/s, arose.” 

^ MS . — “ The bracken bush sliocif^- forth the dart.” 

6 MS. — “ And each lone tuft of broom gives life | 

To plaided v/arrior arm’d for strife. 

That whistle mann'd flic lanelp glen 

With fulij five hundred armed men.'* 

® The Monthly reviewer says — “ We now come to the 
ehif-d'ceuvre of Walter Scott, — a scene of more vigour, nature, 
and animation, than any other in all his poetry.” Another 
anonymous critic of the poem is not afraid to quote, with re- 
ference to the effect of this passage, the sublime language of 
the Prophet Ezekiel “ Then said he unto me. Prophesy 
unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind. 
Thus saitli the Lord God; Come from the four winds, 0 


breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood up u])on their feet, an, ex- 
ceeding great army.”— Chap. x.vxvii. v. 9, 10. 

7 MS.—" All silent, too, they stood, and still. 

Watching their leader’s beck and will, 

WhOe forward step and weapon show 
They long to rush upon the foe, 

Lilje the loose crags, whose tottering mass 
Hung threatening o’er the hollow ^ ass." 

8 David de Strathhogie Earl of Athole, when about to en- 
gage Sir Andrew Moray at the battle of Kilhlene, in 1335, in 
which he was slain, made an ai)ostrophe of the same kind 

At a little path vras there 
All samen they assembled w’ere 
I Even in the path was Earl Davy 

I And to a great stone that lay by 
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Short space lie stood — then waved his hand : 
Down sunk the disappearing band j 
Each warrior vanish’d where he stood, 

In broom or bracken, heath or wood; 

Sunk brand and spear and bended bow, 

In osiers pale and copses low ; 

It seem’d as if their mother Earth 
Had swallow’d up her ’warlike birth. 

The wind’s last breath had toss’d in air, 
Pennon, and plaid, and plumage fair, — 

The next but swept a lone bill-aide, 

Where heath and fern were waving wide: 

The sun’s last glance was glinted back, 

Prom spear and glaive, from targe and 
jack,-^ 

The next, all unreflectcd, shone 
On bracken green, and cold grey stone. 

XI, 

Pitz-James look’d round— yet scarce believed 
The witness that his sight received; 

Such apparition well might seem 
Delusion of a dreadful dream. 

Sir Roderick in suspense he eyed, 

And to his look the Chief replied, 
h ear nought — nay, ihat I need not say— - 
But— doubt not aught from mine array. 

Thou art my guest ; — T pledged my word 
As far as Coilantogle ford : 

Nor would I call a clansman’s brand 
For aid agamst one valiant hand,i 
Though on our strife lay every vale 
Rent by the Saxon from the Gael.® 

So move we on ; — I only meant 
To show the reed on which you leant, 

Deeming this path you might pursue 
Without a pass from Roderick Dhu.”® 

They moved ; — I said Fitz- J ames was brave, 

As ever kniglit that belted glaive; 

Xet dare not say, that now lus blood 
Kept on its wont and temper’d flood. 

As, following Roderick’s stride, he drew 
That seeming lonesome pathway through, 
Which yet, by fearful proof, was rile 
With lances, that, to take his life, 

Waited but signal from a guide, 

So late dishonour’d and defied. 

Ever, by stealth, his eye sought round 
The vanlsli’d guardians of the ground. 

And still, from copse and heather deep, 

Fancy saw spear and broadsword pecp,^ 


He said By God his face, vre twa 
The flight on «s shall samen * ta.” 


And in the plover’s shrilly strain, 

The signal whistle heard again. 

Nor breathed he free till far behind 
The pass was left ; for then they wind 
Along a wide and level green, 

Where neither tree nor tuft seen. 

Nor rush nor bush of broom was near. 

To hide a bonnet or a spear. 

XIL 

The Chief in silence strode before. 

And reach’d that torrent’s sounding shore, 
WTiich, daughter of three mighty lakes. 

Prom Vennachar in silver breaks, 

Sweeps through the plain, and ceaseless mines 
On Boehastle the mouldering lines/ 

Where Rome, the Empress of the wmrkl. 

Of yore her eagle -wings unfurl’d. 

And here Ms course the Chieftain sStaid, 

Threw down his target and his plaid. 

And to the Lowland warrior said : — 

Bold Saxon ! to his promise Just, 

Vich- Alpine has discharged his trust. 

This murderous Chief, this ruthless man, 

Tliis head of a rebellious clan, 

Hath led thee safe, through watch and ward, 
Far past Clan- Alpine’s outmost guard. 

Now, man to man, and steel to steel, 

A Chieftain’s vengeance thou shalt feel. 

See here, all vantageless I stand. 

Arm’d, like thyself, with single brand 
For this is Coilantogle ford. 

And thou must keep thee with thy sword,” 

XIII. 

The Saxon paused:— « I ne’er delay’d, 

When foeman bade me draw my blade ; 

Nay, more, brave Chief, I vow’d thy deaths 
Yet sure thy fair and generous faith. 

And my deep debt for life presented, 

A better meed have well deserved : 

Can nought but blood our feud atone ? 

Are there no means No, Stranger, none ! 
And hear, to fire thy flagging zeal,-— 

The Saxon cause rests on thy steel ; 

For thus spoke Pate, by prophet bred 
Between the living and the dead; 

^ Wlio spills the foremost foeman’s life, 

His party conquers in the strife.’ 

« Then, by my word,” the Saxon said, 

" The riddle is already read. 


^ At tho same tinifi or together, 

9 « sgainst one bravMsan’t hand.” 

^ ^ excellently described. The frankness mil 

reliance which 

th. Lowlnndor ptaees on the word of the High'inder to gnido 


ham safely on has way the next morning, allhouoh lie lias 
XraeVnsSa!f ti? ® Endoricit; 

L ““«alf to he.- 


-Momiv Bernal andrdatod. 

® See Appendix, Note 3 K. 

* MS,— « And still, from copse and heather bush. 

Fancy saw spear and broadsword, rush, ” 

I MS.—” On Boehastle the martijil lines/' 

See Appondin, Note 3 1 y Note 3 M. 
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THE LADY 

Seek yonder brake beneath the clijfT,— 

There lies Red Murdoch, stark and stiff. 

Thus Fate has solved her prophecy, 

Then yield to Fate, and not to me. 

To James, at Stirling, let ns go, 

When, if thou wilt be still his foe. 

Or if the King shall not agree 
To grant thee grace and favour free, 

I plight mine honour, oath, and word, 

That, to thy native strengths restored. 

With each advantage shalt thou stand. 

That aids thee now to guard thy land.” 

, , XIV. ; 

Bark lightn ing flash'd from Roderick’s eye— ^ 
Soars thy presumption, then, so high. 

Because a wretched kern ye slew, 

Homage to name to Roderick Dhu I 
He yields not, he, to man nor Fate ! 2 
Thou add’st but fuel to my hate: — 

My clansman’s blood demands revenge. 

Not yet prepared ?— By heaven, I change 
My thought, and hold thy valour light 
As that of some vain carpet knight, 

Who ill deserved my courteous care. 

And whose best boast is but to wear 
A braid of liis fair lady’s hair.”- — ^ 

I tbank thee, Roderick, for the word ! 

It nerves my heart, it steels my swoi’d 
For I have sworn this braid to stain 
In the best blood that warms thy vein. 

Now, truce, farewell! and, ruth, begone! — 

Yet think not that by thee alone, 

Proud Chief I can courtesy be showni ; 

Though not from copse, or heath, or cairn, 

Start at my whistle clansmen stern. 

Of this small horn one feeble blast 
Would fearful odds against thee cast. 

But fear not— doubt not— which thou wilt— 

We try this quarrel hilt to Inlt.”— 

Then each at once his falchion drew, 

Each on the ground his scabbard threw, 

Each look’d to sun, and stream, and plain, 

As what they ne’er might see again ; 

Then foot, and point, and eye opposed. 

In dubious strife they darkly closed.® 

■' ■ XY.V '■ 

111 fared it then with Roderick Bhii, 

That on the field his targe he threw, ^ 


1 MS.— “ In liglitning flash’d the Chiefs dark eye.’* 

^ MS.—" He stoops not, he, to James nor Fate.” 

3 « The two principal figures are contrasted •with uncom- 
mon felicity. Fitz- James, ■who more nearly resembles the 
French Henry the Fourth than the Scottish James V., is gay, 
amorous, fickle, intrepid, impetuous, afieetionate, courteous, 
grace tul, and dignified. Soderick is gloomy, vindictive, arro- 
gant, undaunted, hut constant in his affections, and true to 
his engagements; and the •Riiole passage in w'hioh these per- 
sonages are placed in opposition, from their fira; meeting to 


OP THE LAKE. 

Whose brazen studs and tough bull-hide 
Had death so often dash’d aside ; 

For, train’d abroad his arms to wield, 

Fitz- James’s blade was sword and shield. 

He practised every pass and ward. 

To thrust, to strike, to feint, to guard ; 

While less expert, though stronger far. 

The Gael maintain’d unequal war.® 

Three times in closing strife they stood. 

And thrice the Saxon blade drank blood ; 

No stinted draught, no scanty tide, 

The gushing flood the tartans dyed. 

Fierce Roderick felt the fatal drain, 

And shower’d his blow's like wintry i^ain ; 

And, as firm rock, or castle-roof, 

Against the winter shower is proof. 

The foe, immlnerable still. 

Foil’d his wild rage by steady skill ; 

Till, at advantage ta’en, his brand 
Forced Roderick’s weapon from his hand, 

And backward borne upon the lea, 

Brought the proud Cliieftain to bis kneo ® 

XYI. 

Now, yield thee, or by Him who made 
The world, thy heart’s blood dyes my blade l”-- 
Thy threats, thy mercy, I defy ! 

Let recreant yield, who fears to die.” ^ 

— Like adder darting from his coil, 

Like w'olf that dashes though the toil, 

Like mountain-cat who guards her young, 

Full at Fitz- James’s throat he sprung;® 
Received, but reck’d not of a w’ound, 

And lock’d his arms his foeman round. — 

Now, gallant Saxon, hold thine own ! 

No maiden’s hand is round thee thrown ! 

That desperate grasp thy frame might feel, 
Through bars of brass and triple steel ! — 

They tug, they strain ! down, down they go. 

The Gael above, Fitz- James below. 

The Chieftain’s gripe his throat compress’d. 

His knee was planted in his breast ; 

His clotted locks ho backward threw. 

Across his brow his hand he drew, 

Prom blood and mist to clear his sight, 

Then gleam’d aloft his dagger bright !— 

■ — But hate and fury fil supplied 
The stream of life’s exhausted tide, 

And all too late the advantage came, 

To turn the odds of deadly game ; 


their final conflict, is conceived and m-itten -with a sublimity 
which has been rarely equalled.”— JReview, 1810. 

•4 See Appendix, Note 3 N. 

5 MS. — “ Not Roderick thus, though stronger far, 

More tall, and more inured to •war,” 

6 This couplet is not in the MS. 

7 See Appendix, Note 3 0. 

8 MS.— “ ‘ Yield they alone "who fear to die.* 

Like moimtain-cat who guards her young. 

Full at Fitz-James’s throat he spnmg.** 
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For, while the dagger gleam’d on high, 
Reel’d soul and sense, reel’d brain and < 
Dowti came the blow ! but in the heath 
The erring blade found bloodless sheath. 
The struggling foe may now unclasp 
The fainting Chief’s relaxing grasp ; 
Unwounded from the dreadful close, 

But breathless all, Fitz- James arose.^ 


No foot Fitz- Janies in stirrap staid. 

No grasp upon the saddle laid. 

But wreath’d his left hand in the mane. 
And lightly bounded from the plain, 

Turn’d on the horse his armed heel, 

And stirr’d his courage with the steel. 
Bounded the fiery steed in air. 

The rider sate erect and fair, 

Then like a bolt from steel crossbow 
Forth launch’d, along the plain they go. 
They dash’d that rapid torrent through. 
And up Carhonie’s hill they flew ; 

Still at the gallop prick’d the Knight, 

His merry-men follow’d as they might. 
Along thy banks, swift Teith ! they ride, 
And in the race they mock thy tide ; 

Tony and Lendiick now are past, 

And Deanstown lies behind them east; 

They rise, the banner’d towers of Doune,^ 
They sink in distant w’oodland soon ; 
Blair-Drummond sees the hoofs strike fire,-’* 
They sweep like breeze through Ochtortyre ; 
They mark just glance and disappear 
The lofty brow of ancient Kier ; 

They bathe their courser’s sw^eltering sides, 
Dark Forth ! amid thy sluggish tides, 

And on the opposing shore take ground. 
With plash, with scramble, and with bound. 
Right-hand they leave thy cliffs, Craig-Porth 
And soon the bulwark of the North, 

Grey Stirling, with her towers and town, 
Upon their fleet career look’d down. 


XVII. 

He Alter’d thanks to Heaven for life. 
Redeem’d, unhoped, from desperate strife 
Next on his foe his look he cast, 

Whose every gasp appear’d his last; 

In Roderick’s gore he dipt the braid,— 

Poor Blanche 1 thy wrongs are dearly paid 
Yet with thy foe must die, or live. 

The praise that Faith and Valour give.” 
With that he blew a bugle-note, 

Undid the collar from Iiis throat, 
Unbonneted, and by the wave 
Sate down his brow and hands to lave. 

Then faint afar are heard the feet^ 

Of rushing steeds in gallop fleet ; 

The sounds increase, and now are seen 
Four mounted sq^uires in Lincoln green j 
Two who bear lance, and two who lead, 

By loosen’d rein, a saddled steed ; 

Bach onward held his headlong course. 

And by Fitz- James rein’d up his horse,— 
With wonder riew’d the bloody spot— 
Exclaim not, gallants ! question not. — ■ 
You, Herbert and Luffiiess, alight, 

And hind the wounds of yonder knight; 

Let the grey palfrey bear his weight, 

We destined for a fairer freight, 

And bring him on to Stirling straight ; 

I Will before at better speed. 

To seek fresh horse and fitting weed. 

The sun rides high I must be boune. 

To see the archer-game at noon ; 


xvrii. 

stand, Bayard, stand !”— the steed obey’d. 
With arching nock and bended head, 

And glancing eye and quivering ear 
As if he loved his lord to hear. 
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Afar, ere to the hill he drew. 

That stately form and step I knew ; 

Like form in Scotland is not seen, 

Treads not such step on Scottish green. 

’Tis James of Douglas, by Saint Serie ! ^ 

The uncle of the banish’d Earl. 

Away, away, to court, to show 
The near approach of dreaded foe : 

The King must stand upon his guard ; 

Douglas and he must meet prepared.” 

Then right-hand wheel’d their steeds, and straight 
They won the castle’s postern gate. 


As well as where, in proud career, 

The bigh-bom tilter shivers spear. 

I’ll follow to the Castle-park, 

And play my prize ; — King James shall mark, 
If age has tamed these sinews stark, 

Whose force so oft, in happier days. 

His boyish wonder loved to praise.” 


The Douglas, who had bent his way 
From Cambus-Kenneth’s abbey grey, 
Now, as he climb’d the rocky shelf, 

Held sad communion with himself : — 
'‘'Yes! all is true my fears could frame ; 
A prisoner lies the noble Grocme, 

And fiery Eoderick soon will feel 
The vengeance of the royal steel. 

I, only I, can ward their fate, — 

God grant the ransom come not late ! 

The Abbess hath her promise given, 

My child shall be the bride of Heaven 
— Be pardon’d one repining tear I 
For He, who gave her, knows how dear. 
How excellent ! but that is by, 

And now my business is — to die. 

—■Ye tow'ers! within whose circuit dread 
A Douglas by liis sovereign bled ; 

And thou, 0 sad and fatal mound 
That oft hast heard the death-axe sound, 
As on the noblest of the land 
Fell the stern headsman’s bloody hand, — 
The dungeon, block, and nameless tomb 
Prepare — for Douglas seeks his doom I 
—But hark! w'liat blithe and jolly peal 
Makes the Franciscan steeple reel ? 

And see ! upon the crowded street. 

In motley groups what masquers meet ! 
Banner and pageant, pipe and drum, 
And merry morriee-daneers come. 

I guess, by all this quaint array. 

The burghers hold their sports to-day.® 
James will be there; he loves such show. 
Where the good yeoman bends his bow. 
And the tough westler foils his foe, 


1 The Edinburgh Keviewer remarks on “ that unhappy 
couplet, where the King himself is in sxich distress for a rhyme 
as to he obliged to apply to one of the obscurest saints in the 
calendar.” The reading of tlie MS. is— 

’Tis James of Douglas, by ray Avord, 

The uncle of the banish’d Lord.” 

2 See Appendix, Note 3 P. 2 See Appendix, Note 3 Q. 

•4 MS.— “ irmi? James and all his nobles ’.vent - - - 

Ever the Kim} teas bending low 
To his white jennet’s saddle-bow, 

Doffing his cap to burgher dame, 

E'ko sniUing blusKd for pride and shame.” 


XXL 

The Castle gates were open fiung, 

The quivering drawbridge rock’d and rung. 
And echo’d loud the flinty street 
Beneath the coursers’ clattering f .'et, 

As slowly dowTi the steep descent 
Fair Scotland’s King and nobles weiit,”^ 

While all along the crowded way 
Was jubilee and loud huzza. 

And ever James was bending low, 

To his white jennet’s saddle-bow, 

Doffing his cap to city dame, 

Who smiled and blush’d for pride and shame. 
And well the simperer might be vain,^ — 

He chose the fairest of the train. 

Gravely he greets each city sire, 

Commends each pageant’s quaint attire, 

Gives to the dancers thanks aloud, 

And smiles and nods upon the crowd, 

Who rend the heavens with their acclaims, 
Long live the Commons’ King, King James 
Behind the King throng’d peer and knight, 
And noble dame and damsel blight. 

Whose fiery steeds ill brook’d the stay 
Of the steep street and crowded way. 

' — But in the train you might discern 
Dark lowering brow and visage stern ; 

There nobles mourn’d their pride restrain’d,* 
And the mean burghers joys disdain’d ; 

And chiefs, wffio, hostage for their clan, 

Were each from home a banish’d man. 

There thought upon their own grey tower, 
Their weaving woods, their feudal power. 

And deem’d themselves a shameful part 
Of pageant which they cursed in heart. 


XXII. 

Now”, in the Castle-park, drew out 
Their chequer’d hands the joyous rout. 
There morrieers, with hell at heel, 

And blade in hand, their mazes wheel 


' Nobles wJio moxLm'd their power restrain’d, 
And the poor burgher’s joys disdain’d ; 
Dark chief > ivha, hostage for Ms clan, 
Was/rom Ms home a banish’d man, 

Who thought upon Ms own grey tower. 

The waving Avoods, Ms feudal bower. 

And deem’d himself a. shameful part 
Of pageant that he cursed in heart.” 


6 The MS. adds;- 


‘ With awlvAvard stride there city groom 
Would part of fabled knight assume.’* 
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Indignant smiled the Douglas proud. 

And threw the gold among the crowd/ 
Who now, with anxious wonder, scan, 

And sharper glance, the dark grey man ; 
Till whispers rose among the throng, 

That heart so free, and hand so strong, 
Must to the Douglas blood belong ; 

The old men mark’d, and shook the head, 
To see his hair with silver spread, 

And wink’d aside, and told each son, 

Of feats upon the English done. 

Ere Douglas of the stalwart hand® 

Was exiled from his native land. 

The women praised his stately form, 
Though wreck’d by many a winter’s storm 
The youth with awe and wonder saw 
His strength surpassing Nature’s law. 

Thus judged, as is their wont, the crowd, 
Till murmur rose to clamours loud. 

But not a glance from that proud ring 
Of peers wlio circled round the King, 

With Douglas held communion kind, 

Or call’d the banish’d man to mind 
No, not from those who, at the chase, 

Once held his side the honour’d place, 
Begirt his hoard, and, in the field, 

Found safety underneath liis shield ; 

For he, whom royal eyes disown, 

When was his form to courtiers known ! 


But chief, beside the butts, there stand 
Bold Eobin Hood ^ and all his band,— 
Friar Tuck with quarterstaff and cowl, 
Old Scathelocke with his surly scowl. 
Maid Marion, fair as ivory bone, 

Scarlet, and Mutch, and Little John ; 
Their bugles challenge ail that will, 

In archery to prove their skill. 

The Douglas bent a bow of might,— 

His first shaft centered in the white, 

And when in turn he shot again, 

His second split the first in twain. 

From the King’s hand must Douglas take 
A silver dart, the archer’s stake ; 

Fondly he watch’d, with watery eye,^ 
Some answering glance of sympathy, — ■ 
No kind emotion made reply I 
Indifferent as to archer wight, 

The monarch gave the arrow bright.® 


xxiir. 

Now, clear the ring ! for, hand to hand, 

The manly wrestlers take their stand. 

Two o’er the rest superior rose, 

And proud demanded mightier foes, 

Nor call’d in vain ; for Douglas came. 
—For life is Hugh of Larbert lame ; 

Scarce better John of Alloa’s fare, 

Whom senseless home his comrades bear. 
Prize of the wrestling match, the King 
To Douglas gave a golden ring/ 

While coldly glanced his eye of blue. 

As frozen drop of wintry dew. 

Douglas would speak, but in his breast 
His struggling soul his words suppress’d ; 
Indignant then he turn'd Mm where 
Their arms the brawny yeomen bare, 

To hurl the massive bar in air. 

When each his utmost strength had shovra. 
The Douglas rent an earth-fast stone 
From its deep bed, then heaved it high, 
And sent the fragment through the sky, 

A rood beyond the farthest mark ; — 

And still in Stirling’s royal park, 

The grey-hair’d sires, who know the past, 
To strangers point the Douglas-cast, 

And moralize on the decay 
Of Scottish strength in modern day, ^ 


XXV. 

The Monarch saw the gambols flag, 

And bade let loose a gallant stag, 

Whose pride, the holiday to crown, 

Two favourite greyhounds should pull 
down, 

That venison free, and Bourdeaux wine. 
Might serve the archeiy to dine. 

But Lufra, — whom from Douglas’ side 
Nor bribe nor threat could e’er divide, 

The fleetest hound in all the North, — 

Brave Lufra saw, and darted forth. 

She left the royal hounds mid-way. 

And dashing on the antler’d prey, 

Sunk her sharp muzzle in his flank, 

And deep the flowing life-blood drank. 

The King’s stout huntsman saw the sport 
By strange intruder broken short. 

Came up, and with his leash unbound, 

In anger struck the noble hound. 

—The Douglas had endured, that morn, 

The King’s cold look, the nobles’ scorn, 

And last, and worst to spirit proud, 

Had borne the pity of the crowd ; 

3 See Appendix, Note 3 S, 4 See Appendix, Note 
MS.~“ Of mortal strength in modern day/* 

6 MS.— “ A purse weigh'd down with pieces broad.*’ 

7 MS.—** Scatter'd the gold among the crowd.” 

8 MS.— “ Ere James of Douglas' stalwart hand.” 

s MS,—** Though worn by many a winter storm.” 
io MS.—** Or call’d Ms stately form to mind.” 


XXIV. 

The vale with loud applauses rang, 

The Ladies’ Eock sent back the clang. 
The King, with look unmoved, bestow’d 
A purse w^ell-fill’d with pieces broad.® 

1 See Appendix, Note 3 B. 

• MS. — “ Fondly he watch'd, with watery eye. 
For answering glance of sympathy,— 
But no emotion made reply! 
Indifferent Co , 

CoU aa to uvdmemm yeoman i ^ * 
The king gavefoi’ik the arrow bright.’ 
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But lAifra had been fondly bred, 

To share his board, to watch his bed. 

And oft would Ellen Lufra’s neck 
In maiden glee with garland.^ deck ; 

They were such playmates, that with name 
Of Lufra, Ellen’s image came. 

His stifled wrath is brimming high, 

In darken’d brow and flashing eye ; 

As waves before the bark divide. 

The crowd gave way before his stride ; 
Needs hut a buffet and no more, 

The groom lies senseless in his gore. 

Such blow no other hand could deal, 
Though gauntleted in glove of steel. 

XSTI. 

Then clamour’d loud the royal train, ^ 

And brandish’d swords and staves amain. 
But stei*n the Baron’s warning — ‘‘ Back 
Back, on your lives, ye menial pack ! 
Beware the Douglas.- — Yes 1 behold, 

King James I the Douglas, doom’d of old, 
And vainly sought for near and far, 

A victim to atone the war, 

A w’illing victim, now attends, 

Nor craves thy grace but for his friends.” — 
“ Thus is my clemency repaid 1 
Presumptuous Lord 1 ” the monarch said ; 

“ Of thy mis-proud ambitious clan, 

Thou, James of Bothwell, wert the man. 
The only man, in whom a foe 
My woman -mercy w'ould not know : 

But shall a Monarch’s presence brook® 
Injurious blow, and haughty look ? — 

What ho 1 the Captain of our Guard ! 

Give the offender fitting ward. — 

Break off the sports!” — for tumult 
rose, 

And yeomen ’gan to bend their bow's, — 
Break off the sports I ” ho said, and 
frown’d, 

“ And hid our horsemen clear the ground.” 
XXTIL 

Then uproar wild and misarray 
Marr’d the fair form of festal day. 

The horsemen prick’d among the crowd, 
RepeU’d by threats and insult loud ; ^ 

To earth are borne the old and w'eak, 

Tlie timorous fly, the women shriek ; 

With flint, with shaft, wdth staff, with bar, 
The hardier urge tumultuous war. 

At once round Douglas darkly sweep 
The royal spears in circle deep, 

And slowly scale the pathway steep ; 


1 MS.-— “ ClaTnoar’cl Lis comrades of the train.” 

3 MS. — “ But stern the wamor’s ■warning — ^ Back!’” 
3 MS. — “ But in my court, injurious blow, 

And bearded thus, and thus out-dared? 
What ho ! the Captain of our Guard ! ” 
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While on the rear m thunder pour 
The rabble with dii^rder’d roar. 

With grief the noble Douglas saw 
The Commons rise against the law. 

And to the leading soldier said» — 

Sir John of Hyndford ! ’twas my blade 
That knighthood on thy shoulder laid ; 

For that good deed, permit me then 
A word with these misguided men. 

XXVIII. 

Hear, gentle friends 1 ere yet for me. 

Ye break the bands of fealty. 

My life, my honour, and my cause, 

I tender free to Scotland’s laws. 

Are these so weak as must require 
The aid of your misguided ire ? 

Or, if I suffer causeless wrong, 

Is then my selfish rage so strong, 

My sense of public weal so low, 

That, for mean vengeance on a foe, 

Those cords of love I should unbind, 

Which knit my country and my kind? 

Oh no ! Believe, in yonder tower 
It will not soothe my captive hour, 

To know those spears our foes should dread, 

For me in kindred gore are red ; 

To know, in fruitless brawl begun, 

For me, that mother wails her son ; 

For me, that widow’s mate expires ; 

For me, that orphans w’eep their sires ; 

That patriots mourn insulted laws, 

And curse the Douglas for the cause. 

0 let your patience w^ard such ill, 

And keep your right to love me still ! ” 

XXIX. 

The crowd’s wild fury sunk again ® 

In tears, as tempests melt in rain. 

With lifted hands and eyes, they pray’d 
For blessings on his generous head, ^ 

Who for his country felt alone, 

And prized her blood beyond his own. 

Old men, upon the verge of life, 

Bless’d him who staid the civil strife ; 

And mothers held their babes on high. 

The self-devoted Chief to spy, 

Triumphant over wrongs and ire. 

To whom the prattlers owed a sire : 

Even the rough soldier’s heart was moved ; 

As if' behind some bier beloved, 

With trailing arms and drooping head* 

The Douglas up the hill he led, 

And at the Castle’s battled verge, 

With sighs resign’d liis honour’d charge. 


4 MS.— •“ Tlieir threats repcll’d by insult loud.” 

5 AIS.— ” The crowd’s wild fury ebb’d auiaia 

lu tears, as tempests sink in rain.” 
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The offended Monarch rode apart, 

With bitter thought and swelling heart, 

And would not now vouchsafe again 
Through Stirling streets to lead his train. 

0 Lennox, who would ■wish to rule 
This changeling crowd, this common fool ? 
Hear^st thoii,’» he said, the loud acclaim. 
With which they shout the Douglas name 1 
With like acclaim, the •viilgar throat 
Strain^ for King James their morning note ; 
With like acclaim they hail’d the day 
When first I broke the Douglas’ sway ; 

And like acclaim would Douglas greet, 

If he could hurl me from my seat. 

Who o’er the herd would wish to reign, 
Fantastic, fickle, fierce, and vain I 
Vain as the leaf upon the stream,^ 

And fickle as a changeful dream ; 

Fantastic as a woman’s mood, 

And fierce as Frenzy’s fever’d blood. 

Thou many-headod mon ster- thing," 

0 who would wish to be thy king 1 

XXXI. 

But soft ! what messenger of speed 
Spurs hitherward his panting steed? 

1 guess his cognizance afar — ■ 

What from our cousin, John of Mar?”— . 

He prays, my liege, your sports keep bound 
Within the safe and guarded ground : 

For some foul purpose yet unknown,— 

Most sure for evil to the throne, — 

The outlaw’d Chieftain, Roderick Dhu, 

Has summon’d his rebellious crewj 
’Tk said, in James of Bothwell’s aid 
These loose banditti stand array’d. 

The Earl of Mar, this morn, from Doune, 

To break their muster march’d, and soon 
Your grace will hear of battle fought; 

But earnestly the Earl besought. 

Till for such danger he provide, 

With scanty train you will not ride.”— ^ 

' XXXIL ■ ■ 

Thou warn’st me I have done amiss, — • 

I should have earlier look’d to this : 

I lost it in this bustling day. 

•—“Retrace with speed thy fonnerw^ay ; 

Spare not for spoiling of thy steed. 

The best of mine shall be thy meed. 

Say to our faithful Lord of Mar, 

We do forbid the intended w'ar: 


^ MS. “ Vain as the sick man’s idle dream.” 

deserves greatness, 

Deserves your hate ; and year affections are 
A^sick man’s appetite, who desires most that 
Which would increase his evil. He that depends 
UFH)n your favours, swims with fins of lead, 

And hews' down oaks witlx rushes. Hang yc ! Trust ye ? 


Roderick, this morn, in single fight, 

Was made our prisoner by a knight ; 

And Douglas hath himself and cause 
Submitted to our Idngdom’s laws. 

The tidings of their leaders lost 
Will soon dissolve the mountain host, 

Nor would we that the vulgar feel, 

For their Chief's crimes, avenging steel. 
Bear Mar out message, Braco : fly ! ” — 

He turn’d his steed,— My liege, I hie,— 
Yet, ere I cross tliis lily lawn, 

1 fear the broadswords will he drawn.” 
The turf the flying courser spurn’d, 

And to his towers the King return’d. 

XXXIII. 

HI with King James’s mood that day, 
Suited gay feast and minstrel lay ; 

Soon were dismiss’d the courtly throng, 
And soon cut short the festal song. 

Nor less upon the sadden’d town 
The evening sunk in son’ow down. 

The burghers spoke of civil jar. 

Of rumour’d feuds and mountain war. 

Of Moray, Mar, and Roderick Dim, 

All up in arms the Douglas too, 

They mourn’d him pent within the hold, 
Where stout Earl William was of old”— 
And there his word the speaker staid, 

And finger on his lip he laid. 

Or pointed to his dagger blade. 

But jaded horsemen, from the west. 

At evening to the Castle press’d ; 

And busy talkers said they bore 
Tidings of fight on Katrine’s shore ; 

At noon the deadly fray begun, 

And lasted till the set of sun. 

Thus giddy rumour shook the towm. 

Till closed the Night her pennons brown. 


El)e Eaifjj at Eafte, 


CANTO SIXTH. 


I. 

The sun, awakening, through the smoky air 
Of the dark city casts a sullen glance. 
Rousing each caitiff to his task' of care, 

Of sinful man the sad inheritance; 


With every minute you do change a mind ; 

And call him noble, that was now your hate, 

Him vile that was your garland.” 

Coriolamis, Act I. Scene r. 
3 MS.— “ On distant chase you will not ride.” 

^ Stabbed by James 11. in Stirling Castle. 
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Summoning revellers fi»om the lagging dance, 
Scaring the prowling robber to bis den ; 

Gilding on battled tower the warder’s lance, 

And warning student pale to leave his pen, 

And yield his drowsy eyes to the kind nurse of men. 

What various scenes, and, 0 ! what scenes of woe, 
Are witness’d by that red and struggling beam ! 
The fever’d patient, from his pallet low, 

Through crowded hospital beholds its stream ; 
The min’d maiden trembles at its gleam. 

The debtor wakes to thought of gyve and jail, 
The love-lorn wretch starts from tormenting dream ; 

The wakeful mother, by the glimmering pale. 
Trims her sick infant’s couch, and soothes his feeble 
... ,waii. 

II. 

At dawn the towers of Stirling rang 
With soldier-step and weapon-clang, 

While drums, with rolling note, foretell 
Relief to weary sentinel. 

Through narrow loop and easement barr’d,* 

The sunbeams sought the Court of Guard, 

And, struggling with the smoky air, 

Deaden’d the torches’ yellow glare. 

In comfortless alliance shone ^ 

The lights through arch of blaclien’d stone, 

And show’d wild shapes in garb of war, 

Faces deform’d with beard and scar. 

All haggard from the midnight w^atch, 

And fever’d with the stern debauch ; 

For the oak table’s massive board, 

Flooded with wine, with fragments stored, 

And beakers drain’d, and cups o’ertbrown, 

Show’d in what sport the night had flown. 

Some, weary, snored on floor and bench ; 

Some labour’d still their thirst to quench ; 

Some, cliilFd with watching, spread their hands 
O’er the huge chimney’s dying brands. 

While round them, or beside them flung, 

At every step their harness rung. 

III. 

These drew not for their fields the sword. 

Like tenants of a feudallord. 

Nor own’d the patriarchal claim 
Of Chieftain in their leader’s name ; 

Adventurers they, from far who roved, 

To live by battle which they loved.® 

There the Italian’s clouded face, 

The swarthy Spaniard’s there you trace ; 

The mountain-loving Switzer there 
More freely breathed in mountain-air ; 

The Fleming there despised the soil, 

That paid so ill the labourer’s toil ; 


Their rolls show’d French and German name ; 

And merry England’s exiles came. 

To share, with ill conceal’d disdain, 

Of Scotland’s pay the scanty gain. 

All brave in arms, well train’d to wield 
The heavy halberd, brand, and shield j 
In camps licentious, wild, and bold ; 

In pillage fierce and uncontroll’d ; 

And now, by holytide and feast, 

From rules of discipline released. 

IT. 

They held debate of bloody fray, 

Fought ’twixt Loch Katrine and Aohray. 

Fierce was their speech, and, ’mid their words, 
Their hands oft grappled to their swords ; 

Nor sunk their tone to spare the ear 
Of wounded comrades groaning near, 

Whose mangled limbs, and bodies gored, 

Bore token of the mountain sword, 

Though, neighbouring to the Court of Guard, 

Their prayers and feverish wails were heard ; 

Sad burden to the ruffian joke, 

And savage oath by fury spoke 
' At length up-started John of Brent, 

A yeoman from the banks of Trent ; 

A stranger to respect or fear. 

In peace a chaser of the deer, 

In host a hardy mutineer, 

But still the boldest of the crew, 

When deed of danger was to do. 

He grieved, that day, their games cut short, 

And marr’d the dicer’s brawling sport, 

And shouted loud, “ Renew the bowl i 
And, while a merry catch I troll, 

Let each the buxom chorus bear, 

Like brethren of the brand and spear.” 

T. . 

Our vicar still preaches that Fetor and Poulo 
Laid a swinging long curse on the bonny brown bowl. 
That there’s wrath and despair in the jolly black-jack, 
And the seven deadly sins in a flagon of sack ; 

Yet whoop, Barnaby I off with thy liquor, 

Drink upsees* out, and a fig for the vicar ! 

Our vicar he calls it damnation to sip 
The ripe ruddy dew of a woman's dear lip, 

Says, that Beelzebub lurks in her kerchief so sly. 

And Apollyon shoots darts from her merry black eye ; 
Yet whoop. Jack! kiss Gillian the quicker, 

Till she bloom like a rose, and a fig for the vicar I 

Our vicar thus preaches — and why should he not I 
For the dues of his cure are the placket and pot ; 


3 See Appendix, Note 3 U. 

MS. — “ Sad burden to the ruffian jcBt, 

And rude oaths vented by the rest.*’ 

6 Bacchanalian interjection, borrowed from the Butch, 


t MS,-— Throngh blacken’d arch and casement barr’d.” 




The lights in strange alliance shone 
Beneath the arch of blacken’d stone.” 



And ’tis riglit of his office poor laymen to lurch, 

Who infiingo the domains of our good Mother Church. 
Yet whoop, bully-hoys! off with your liquor, 

Sweet Marjorie's the word, and a fig for the vicar 

VI. 

The warder’s challenge, heard without. 

Staid in mid-roar the merry shout. 

A soldier to the portal went, — 

" Here is old Bertram, sirs, of Ghent ; 

And, — ^beat for jubilee the drum ! 

A maid and minstrel with him come.” 

Bertram, a Fleming, grey and scarr’d, 

Was entering now the Court of Guard, 

A harper with him, and in plaid 
All muffled close, a mountain maid, 

Who backward shrunk to ’scape the view 
Of the loose scene and boisterous crew. 

What news ? ” they roar'd : — I only know. 
From noon till eve we fought with foe, 

As wild and as untameable 

As the rude mountains where they dwell ; 

On both sides store of blood is lost, 

Nor much success can either boast.” — 

‘‘ But whence thy captives, friend 1 such spoil 
As theirs must needs reward thy toil.** 

Old dost thou wax, and wars grow sharp ; 

Thou now hast glee-maiden and harp ! 

Get thee an ape, and trudge the land, 

The leader of a juggler band.”^ — * 

VII. 

“ No, comrade 5 — no such fortune mine. 

After the fight these sought our line, 

That aged harper and the girl, 

And, haring audience of the Earl, 

Mar bade I should purvey them steed, 

And bring them hitherward with speed. 

Forbear your mirth and rude alarm, 

For none shall do them shame or harm.” — 

Hear ye his boast cried John of Brent, 

Ever to strife and jangling bent ; 


1 The greatest blemish in the poem, is the ribaldry and 
dull vulgarity which is put into the mouths of the soldiery in 
the gnard-room. Mr. Scott has condescended to write a song 
for them, irhich will be read with pain, we are persuaded, 
even by his warmest admirers; and his whole genius, and 
even his power of versification, seems to desert him when he 
attempts to repeat their conversation. Here is some of the 
stuff which has dropped, in this inanspicions attempt, from 
the pen of one of the first of poets of his age or country,” Ate. 
AcC.--JEFFRBy. 

The Lady of the Laho is said to be inferior, as a poem, to 
"Walter Scott's former productions, but really one hardly 
knows how to examine such compositions as poems. All 
that one can look for is to find beautiful passages in them, 
and I own that there are some parts of the Lady of the Labe 
which please me more than any thing in Walter Scott's for- 
mer poems. He has a great deal of imagination, and is cer- 
tainly a very skilful painter. The meeting between Douglas 
and his daughter, the king descending from Stirling Castle to 


Shall he strike doe beside oup lodge, 
And yet the jealous niggard grudge 
To pay the forester his feel 
I’ll have my share, howe’er it be. 

Despite of Moray, Mar, or thee.” 

Bertram his forward step withstood;** 
And, burning in his vengeful mood, 

Old Allan, though unfit for strife, 

Laid hand upon his dagger-knife ; 

But Ellen boldly stepp’d between. 

And dropp’d at once the tartan screen ; — > 
So, from his morning cloud, appears 
The sun of May, through summer tears. 
The savage soldiery, amazed,® 

As on descended angel gazed ; 

Even hardy Brent, abash’d and tamed, 
Stood half admiring, half ashamed. 

VIII. 

Boldly she spoke, — Soldiers, attend ! 

My father was tlie soldier's friend ; 
Cheer’d him in camps, in inarches led, 
And with him in the battle bled. 

Not from the valiant, or the strong, 
Should exile’s daughter suffer wrong.” — ® 
Answer’d Be Brent, most forward still 
In every feat or good or ill, — 

I shame me of the part I play’d : 

And thou an outlaw’s child, poor maid ! 
An outlaw I by forest laws, 

And merry Needwood knows the cause. 
Poor Rose, — if Bose be living now,” — ? 
He wiped his iron eye and brow, — ■ 

“ Must bear such age, I think, as thou. — 
Hear ye, my mates I go to call 
The Captain of our watch to hall ; 

There lies my halberd on the floor ; 

And he that steps my halberd o’er. 

To do the maid injurious part, 

My shaft shall quiver in his heart ! — 
Beware loose speech, or jesting rough : 

Ye all know John de Brent. Enough.” 


assist at the festival of the townsmen, (thougli borrowed in a 
considerable degree from Drj'den’s Palamon and Jrcit(\) and 
the guard-room at the beginning of the last canto, all show 
extraordinary powers of description. If he wrote less and 
more carefully, he would be a very considerable poet.”— Sra 
Samuel Eomilly, [Oct. 1810.]— L'^c, Vol. ii. p. 342. 

2 The MS. reads after this 

“ Get thee an ai>e, and then at once 
Thou may’st renounce the warder’s lance, 

And trudge through borough and through laud. 
The leader of a juggler band.” 

2 Pee Appendix, Note 3 V. 

-* MS.— “ Bertram I violence ■withstood.” 

5 MS. — “ While the rude soldiery, amazed.” 

« MS. — “ Should Ellen Douglas suffer wrong.” 

7 MS.— “ ‘ My Rose,’— he wiped his iron eye and brow,—* 

* Poor Bose,— if Rose be living now.”' 
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Perchance, in jeopardy of war, 

Where gayer crests may keep afar/^ 

With thanks — ’twas ail she could — the maid 
His rugged courtesy repaid^ 


MS.— The Monarch gave to James Fitz- James,*’ 
® MS,— “ The silken purse shall serve for me. 

And in my harret-cap shall flee.” 


3 MS,— “ Low broad vaults** 
* MS.— “ Stretching** 


IX. 

Their Captain came, a gallant young. — 

(Of Tullibardine’s house he sprung), 

Nor wore he yet the spurs of knight ; 

Gay was his mien, his humour light. 

And, though by courtesy controlFd, 

Forward ids speech, his bearing bold. 

The high-born maiden ill could brook 
The scanning of his curious look 
And dauntless eye ; — and yet, in sooth, 

Young Lewis was a generous youth ; 

But Ellen’s lovely face and mien, 

III suited to the garb and scene, 

Might lightly hear construction strange, 

And give loose fancy scope to range. 

Welcome to Stirling towers, fair maid I 
Come ye to seek a champion’s aid. 

On palfrey white, with harper hoar. 

Like errant damosel of yore 1 
Does thy high quest a knight require, 

Or may the venture suit a squire ? ” — 

Her dark eye flash’d she paused and sigh’d, - 
" 0 what have I to do with pride 1 — 

Through scenes of sorrow, shame, and strife, 

A suppliant for a father’s life, 

I crave an audience of the King. 

Behold, to back my suit, a ring, 

The royal pledge of grateful claims, 

Given by the Monarch to Fitz- James.” ^ 


X. 

The signet-ring young Lewis took. 

With deep respect and alter’d look ; 

And said,— This ring our duties own ; 
And pardon, if to worth unknown, 

In semblance mean obscurely veil’d, 

Lady, in aught my folly fail’d. 

Soon as the day flings wide his gates, 

The King shall know what suitor waits. 
Please you, meanwhile, in fitting bower 
Repose you till his waking hour j 
Female attendance shall obey 
Your best, for service or array. 

Permit I marshall you the w’ay.” 

But, ere she followed, with the grace 
And open bounty of her race, 

She bade her slender purse he shared 
Among the soldiers of the guard. 

The rest with thanks their guerdon took ; 
But Brent, with shy and awkw’ard look. 
On the reluctant maiden’s hold 
Forced bluntly back the proffer’d gold ; — 
Forgive a haughty English heart, 

And 0 forget its ruder part ! 

The vacant purse shall be my share,® 
Which in my barret-cap 111 bear, 


■ XL . 

WTien Ellen forth with Lewis went, 
Allan made suit to John of Brent: — 

‘‘ My lady safe, 0 let your grace 
Give me to see my master’s face 1 
His minstrel I, — to share his doom 
Bound from the cradle to the tomb. 
Tenth in descent, since first my sires 
Waked for his noble house their lyres, 
Nor one of all the race was knowm 
But prized its weal above their own. 
With the Chiefs birth begins our care ; 
Our harp must soothe the iiifant heir, 
Teach the youth tales of fight, and grace 
His earliest feat of field or chase ; 

In peace, in war, our rank w'e keep. 

We cheer his board, we soothe his sleep. 
Nor leave him till w^e pour our verse— 

A doleful tribute I — o’er his hearse. 

Then let me share his captive lot ; 

It is my right — deny it not ! ” — 

" Little we reck,” said John of Brent, 
We Southern men, of long descent ; 
Nor w^ot we how' a name — a w’crd — 
Makes clansmen vassals to a lord : 

Yet kind my noble landlord’s part, — 
God bless the house of Beaudesert 1 
And, but I loved to drive the deer. 
More than to guide the labouring steer, 
I had not dwelt an outcast here. 

Come, good old Mnstrel, follow' me ; 
Thy Lord and Chieftain shalt thou see.’’ 


XII. 

Then, from a rusted iron hook, 

A bunch of ponderous keys he took. 
Lighted a torch, and Allan led 
Through grated arch and passage dread. 
Portals they pass’d, where, deep within, 
Spoke prisoner’s moan, and fetters’ din ; 
Through rugged vaults, ^ where, loosely 
stored. 

Lay wheel, and axe, and headsman’s swordj 
And many an hideous engine grim, 

For wrenching joint, and crushing'^ limb, 
By artist form’d, who deem’d it shame 
And sin to give their work a name. 

They halted at a low'-brow’d porch. 

And Brent to Allan gave the torch. 

While bolt and chain he backw’ard roll’d, 
And made the bar unhasp its hold. 



They enter’d ’twas a prison-room 
Of stem (security and gloom. 

Yet not a inngeon ; for the day 
Through lofty gratings found its way, 

And rude and antique garniture 
Deck’d the sad walls and oaken floor 
Such as the nigged days of old 
Deem’d fit for captire nohle’s hold. 

Here,” said De Brent, thou mayst remmn® 
Till the Leech -visit him again. 

Strict is his charge, the warders tell, 
tend the nohle prisoner well.” 
then, the holt he drew, 
lock’s murmurs growl’d anew. 

Boused at the sound, from lowly bed 
A captive feebly raised his head ; 

The wondering Minstrel look’d, and knew — 

Not his dear lord, hut Boderick Dliu ! 

For, come from where Clan- Alpine fought, 

They, erring, deem’d the Chief he sought. 

XIII. 

As the tall ship, whose lofty proro 
Shall never stem the billows more. 

Deserted by her gallant band, 

Amid the breakers lies astraiid, — 

So, on his couch, lay Boderick Dhu I 
And oft his fever’d limbs he threw 
In toss abrupt, as when her sides 
Lie rocking in the advancing tides, 

That shake her frame with ceaseless heat, 
cannot heave her from her seat ; — 

I how unlike her course at sea 
Or liis free step on hill and lea!— 

Soon as the Minstrel he could scan. 

What of thy lady ? — of my clan 1 — 

My mother! — Douglas? — tell me all? 

Have they been ruin’d in my fall I 
Ah, yes! or wherefore art thou here? 

Yet speak, — speak boldly, — do not fear.” — 

(For Allan, who his mood well knew, 

Was choked with grief and terror too.) — 

W’ho fought — who fled ? — Old man, be brief 
Some might — for they had lost their Chief. 

Who basely live? — who bravely died?” — 
calm thee, Chief !” the Minstrel cried, 
Ellen is safe “ For that, thank Heaven !”- 
And hopes arc for the Douglas given ; — 

The Lady Margaret, too, is well ; 

And, for thy clan,— on field or fell, 

Has never harp of minstrel told,-^ 

Of combat fought so true and bold. 

Thy stately Pine is yet unbent, 

Though many a goodly bough is rent.” 


Flinty floor.” 


XIV. 

The CMeftain rear’d his form on high, 

And fever’s fire was in Iiis eye ; 

But ghastly, pale, and livid streaks 
Chequer’d his swarthy brow and cheeks. 

— Hark, Minstrel 1 I have heard thee play, 
With measure bold, on festal day, 

In yon lone isle, . . . again where ne’er 
Shall harper play, or warrior hear! , . . 
That stirring air that peals on high, 

O’er Dermid’s race our victory. — 

Strike it!®— and then, (for well thou canst,) 
Free from thy minstrel-spirit glanced, 

Fling me the picture of the fight, 

When met my clan the Saxon might, 

ITl listen, till my fancy hears 
The clang of swords, the crash of sx^cars ! 
These grates, these walls, shall vanish then, 
For the fair field of fighting men, 

And my free spirit burst away, 

As if it soar’d from battle fray.” 

The trembling Bard with awe obey’d,— 

Slow on the harp his hand he laid ; 

But soon remembrance of the sight 
He witness’d from the mountain’s height, 
With what old Bertram told at night,® 
Awaken’d the full power of song, 

And bore him in career along ; — 

As shallop launch’d on river’s tide, 

That slow and fearful leaves the side, 

But, when it feels the middle stream, 

Drives downward swift as lightning's beam. 

XV. 

of an IButnc.^ 

The Minstrel came once more to view 
The eastern ridge of Benvenue, 

For, ere he parted, he -w’-ould say 
Farewell to lovely Loch Achray — 

Where shall he find, in foreign land, 
iSo lone a lake, so sweet a strand ! 

There is no breeze upon the fern, 

Nor ripple on the lake, 

Upon her eyry nods the erne, 

The deer has sought the brake ; 

The small birds will not sing aloud, 

The springing trout lies still. 

So darkly glooms yon thunder cloud, 

That swathes, as wdth a purple shroud, 
Benledi’s distant hill. 

Is it the thunder’s solemn sound 
That mutters deep and dread, 

Or echoes from the groaning ground 
The warrior’s measured tread? 


3 MS. — “ Oh ! how unlike her course on main ! 

Or his free step on hill and plain !” 

^ MS.— “ Shall never harp of minstrel tell. 

Of combat fought so fierce and weli.” 

5 Sjee Appendix, Note 3 W. 

7 See Appendix, Note 5 X 
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it the liglitniDg’s quivering glance 
That on the thicket streams. 

Or do they flash on spear and iance 
The'sim’s retiring beams? 

•—I see the dagger-erest of Mar, 

I see the Moray’s silver star. 

Wave o’er the cloud of Saxon war, 

That up the lake comes winding far ! 

To hero bound for battle-strife, 

Or bard of martial lay, 

’Twere worth ten years of peaceful life. 

One glance at their array ! 

XVL 

Their liglit-arm’d archers far and near 
Survey’d the tangled ground, 

Their centre ranks, with pike and spear, 

A twilight forest frown’d, 

Their barbed horsemen, in the rear, 

The stern battalia crown’d. 

No cymbal clash’d, no clarioa rang, 

Still were the pipe and drum ; 

Save hea'VT' tread, and armour’s clang, 

The sullen march w^as dumb. 

There breatlied no wind their crests to shake, 
Or wave their flags abroad ; 

Scarce the frail aspen seem’d to quake. 

That shadow’d o’er their road. 

Their vaward scouts no tidings bring, 

Can rouse no lurking foe. 

Nor spy a trace of living thing, 

Save when they stirr’d the roe ; 

The host moves, like a deep-sea wave, 

Where rise no rocks its pride to brave. 
High-swelling, dark, and slow. 

The lake is pass’d, and now they gain 
A narrow and a broken plain, 

Before the Trosaeh’s rugged jaws ; 

And here the horse and spearmen pause, 

While, to explore the dangerous glen, 

Dive through the pass the archer-men. 

\ . ".XVII,- 

At once there rose so wild a yell 
Within that dark and narrow dell, 

As all the fiends, from heaven that fell, 

Had peal’d the banner-cry of hell ! 

Forth from the pass in tumult driven. 

Like chaff before the wind of heaven, 

The archery appear ; 

For life! for life! their plight they ply — 

And shriek, and shout, and battle-cry, 

And plaids and bonnets "waring high. 

And broadswords flashing to the sky, 

Arc maddening in the rear. 


1 Tlie MS. has not tins couplet. 

2 A circle of sportsmen, ■who, hy surrounding a great space, 
and gradually narrowing, hrciight immense quantities of deer 
together, which usually made desperate efforts to hrealc 
through the 
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Onward they drive, in dreadful race. 

Pursuers and pursued ; 

Before that tide of flight and chase. 

How shall it keep its rooted place. 

The spearmen’s twilight wood? — 

* Dotvn, down,’ cried Mar, ‘ your lances 
downl 

Bear back both friend and foe !’ — 

Like reeds before the tempest’s frown, 

That serried grove of lances brown 
At once lay levell’d low ; 

And closely shouldering side to side, 

The bristling ranks the onset bide. — ^ 

We’ll quell the savage mountaineer, 

As their TincheP cows the game I 
They come as fleet as forest deer, 

We’ll drive them back as tame.’*— 

■ XTIIL , 

Bearing before them, in their course, 

The relies of the archer force, 

Like wave with crest of sparkling foam, 

Bight onw'ard did Clan- Alpine come. 

Above the tide, each broadswnrd bright 
Was brandishing like beam of light, 

Each targe was dark below ; 

And with the ocean’s mighty swing. 

When heaving to the tempest’s wing, 

They hmd’d them on the foe. 

I heard the lance’s shivering crash, 

As when the whirlwind rends the ash, 

I heard the broadswwd’s deadly clang, 

As if an hundred anvils rang ! 

But Moray wheel’d his rearward rank 
Of horsemen on Clan- Alpine’s flank, 

— ‘ My banner-man, advance ! 

I see,’ he cried, ‘ their column shake. 

Now, gallants! for your ladies’ sake, 

Upon them with the lance ! ’ — 

The horsemen dash’d among the rout. 

As deer breali through the broom ; 

Their steeds are stout, their swords are out, 

They soon make lightsome room. 

Clan-Alpine’s best are backward borne — 

Where, where was Roderick then ! 

One blast upon hib bugle-hom 
Were worth a thousand men ! 

And refluent through the pass of fear® 

The battle’s tide wns pour’d ; 

Vanish’d the Saxon’s struggling spear, 

Vanish’d the mountain-sword. 

As Bracklinn’s chasm, so black and steep, 
Receives her roaring linn, 

As the dark caverns of the deep 
Suck the wild w-hirlpool in, 


8 MS. — ** Aud refluent down the darksome pass 
The battle's tide was pour’d ; 

There toil’d the spearman’s s»trii|ipil:ng speas. 
There raged the mountam'Sword." 
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My purse, with bonnet-pieces store. 

To him will swim a bow-shot o"cr, 

And loose a shallop from the shore. 

Lightly we’ll tame the war-wolf then, 

Lords of his mate, and brood, and den.’ 
Forth from the ranks a spearman sprungs 
On earth his casq^ue and corslet rung, 

He plunged him in the wave : — 

All saw the deed — the purpose knew, 

And to their clamours Benvenue 
Am ingled echo gave ; 

I’lie Saxons shout, their mate to cheer, 

The helpless females scream for fear, 

And yells for rage the mountaineer. 

’Twas then, as by the outcry riven, 

Pour’d dowm at once the lowering heaven : 
A whirlwind swept Loch Katrine’s breast, 
Her billows rear’d their snowy crest. 

Well for the svsimmer swell’d they high, 

To mar the Highland marksman’s eye ; 

For round him shower’d, ’mid rain and 
hail. 

The vengeful aiTows of the Gael.— 

In vain — He nears the isle — and lo I 
His hand is on a shallop’s bow. 

— ^ust then a flash of lightning came. 

It tinged the waves and strand with flame 
I mark’d Duncraggan’s widow’d dame, 
Behind an oak I saw her stand, 

A naked dirk gleam’d in her hand: 

It darken’d,— but, amid the moan 
Of waves, I heard a dying groan ; 

Another flash !— the spearman floats 
A w^eltering corse beside the boats, 

And the stern matron o’er him stood, 

Her hand and daggei* streaming blood. 


Bo ditl the deep and darksome pass 
Devour the battle's mingled mass : 
None linger now upon the plain, 

Save those who ne’er shall fight again. 


XIX. 

” Now westward rolls the battle’s din, 

Tliat deep and doubling pass within, 
—Minstrel, away, the work of fate^ 

Is bearing on : its issue wait, 

Where the rude Trosach’s dread defiU 
Opens on Katrine’s lake and isle. — 

Grey Benvenue I soon repass’d. 

Loch Katrine lay beneath me cast. 

The sun is set ;~the clouds are met, 

The lowering scowl of heaven 
An inky view of vivid blue 
To the deep lake has given ; 

Strange gusts of wind from moimtain-glen 
Swept o’er the lake, then sunk agen. 

I heeded not the eddying surge, 

Mine eye but saw the Trosaeh’s gorge, 

Aline ear but heard the sullen sound, 

■Which like an earthquake shook the ground, 
And spoke the stem and desperate strife 
That parts not but with parting life,® 
Seeming, to minstrel ear, to tolH 
The dirge of many a passing soul. 

Nearer it comes — the dim- wood glen 
The martial flood disgorged agen, 

But not in mingled tide ; 

The plaided warriors of the North 
High on the mountain thunder forth 
And overhang its side ; 

WTiile by the lake below appears 
The darkening cloud of Saxon spears."* 

At weary bay each shatter’d band, 

Eyeing their foenien, sternly stand ; 

Their banners stream like tatter’d Fail, 

That flings its fragments to the gale. 

And brtken amis and disarray 
Mark'd the fell havoc of the day. 


XXL 

“ ^ Revenge ! revenge P the Saxons cried. 
The Gaels’ exulting shout replied. 

Despite the elemental rage, 

Again they hurried to engage ; 

But, ere they closed in desperate fight, 
Bloody with spurring came a knight, 
Sprung from his horse, and, from a crag, 
Waved ’twixt the hosts a milk-white flag. 
Clarion and tmmpet by his side 
Rung forth a truce-note liigh and wide^ 
W^hile, in the Monarch’s name, afar 
An herald’s voice forbade the war, 

For Both well’s lord, and Roderick bold, 
Were both, he said, in captive hold.” 


Tiewing the mountain’s ridge askance. 
The Saxon stood in sullen trance, 

Till Moray pointed with his lance, 

And cried—'' Behold yon isle ! — ■ 
See ! none are left to guard its strand, 
But women weak, that wring the hand : 
’Tis there of yore the robber band 
Their booty wont to pile ; — 


Away ! away I the work of fate ! ” 

„ — <« loveliness in death 

That parts not quite with parting breath.’* 

BvaoN’s GUioiir. 

And seem’d, to minstrel ear, to toll 
The parting dirge of many a soul.” 


4 MS,— “ "Wliile by the darken’d lake below. 

File out the spearmen of the foe.” 

® The MS. reads — 

It tinged the boats and lake with flame.” 

Ihc eight closing lines of the stanza arc interijolatccl on 
slip of paper. 
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■-“But liere tlie lay made sudden stand I — 

The harp escaped the Minstrers hand ! — 

Oft had he stolen a glance, to spy 
How Roderick brook’d his minstrelsy : 

At first, the Chieftain, to the cliime, 

With lifted hand, kept feeble time ; 

That motion ceased, —yet feeling strong 
Varied Ms look as changed the song 
At length, no more his deafen’d ear 
The minstrel melody can hear ; 

His face grows sharp,— Ms hands are clench’d, 
As if some pang his heart-strings wrench’d ; 
Set are Ms teeth, his fading eye^ 

Is sternly fix’d on vacancy ; 

Thus, motionless, and moanless, drew 
His parting breath, stont Roderick Dliu ! — ^ 
Old AUan-hane look’d on aghast, 

While grim and still his spirit pass’d : 

But when he saw that life was fled, 

He pour’d Ms wailing o’er the dead. 

XXII. 

iLamriit 

And art thou cold and lowly laid/ 

Thy foeman’s dread, thy people’s aid, 
Breadalbane’s boast, Clan- Alpine’s shade ! 

For thee shall none a requiem say t 
—For thee, — who loved the minstrel’s lay, 

For thee, of Both well’s house the stay, 

The shelter of her exiled line,® 

E’en in this prison-house of thine. 

I’ll wail for Alpine’s honour’d Pine ! 

What groans shall yonder valleys fill ! 

What shrieks of gi’ief shall rend yon hill ! 
What tears of burning rage shall thrill, 

When mourns thy tribe tby battles done. 

Thy fall before the race was won, 

Thy sword ungirt ere set of sun I 
There breathes not clansman of thy line, 

But would have given his life for thine.— 

0 woe for Alpine’s honour’d Pine ! 

Sad was thy lot on mortal stage I — - 
The captive thrush may brook the cage, 

The prison’d eagle dies for rage. 


I MS.—*' Glow’d in Ms look, as swell’d the song.” 



3 Rob Roy, vrhile on Ms deathbed, learned that a person, 
with whom he was at enmity, proposed to visit him. * Raise 
me from my bed,’ said the invalid; ‘ throw my plaid around 
me, and brfng me my claymore, dirk, and pistols,— it shall 
never he said that a foeman saw Rob Boy MacGregor de- 
fenceless and imarmed.' His foeman, conjectured to be one 
of the MacLarens before and after mentioned, entered and 
paid his compliments, inquiring after the health of his for- 
midable neighbour. Rob Roy maintained a cold haughty 
civility during their short conference ; and so soon as he had 
icft the house, * Now,’ he said, ‘ all is ever — let the piper play, 
Ha iil ini tiiUdJi" [we return no more], and he is said to have 


Brave spirit, do not scorn my strain l 
And, ’when its notes awake again, 

Even she, so long beloved in vain, 

Shall with my harp her voice combine, 

And mix her woe and tears with mine, 

To wail Clan- Alpine’s honour’d Pine.”—® 

XXTII. 

Ellen, the while, with bursting heart. 
Remain’d in lordly how'er apart, 

Where play’d with many-eolour’d gleams. 
Through storied pane the rising beams. 

In vain on gUded roof they fall, 

And lighten’d up a tapestried wall, 

And for her use a menial train 
A rich collation spread in vain. 

The banquet proud, the chamber gay,^ 
Scarce drew one curious glance astray ; 

Or, if she look’d, ’twas but to say, 

With better omen dawn’d the day 
In that lone isle, where waved on Mgh 
The dun-deer’s hide for canopy; 

Where oft her noble father shared 
The simple meal her care prepared, 

While Lufra, croucliing by her side, 

Her station chxim’d with jealous pride, 

And Douglas, bent on wmodland ganie/^ 
Spoke of the chase to Malcolm Gneme, 
Whose answ’er, oft at random made, 

The wandering of his thoughts betray’d.— 
Those who such simple joys have knowm, 

Are taught to prize them when they’re gone. 
But sudden, see, she lifts her head ! 

The window seeks with cautious tread. 

What distant music has the power 
To win her in tMs wofui hour I 
’Twas from a turret that o’erhung 
Her latticed bower, the strain was sung. 

XXIY. ■ 

^ My hawk is tired of perch and hood, 

My idle greyhound loathes his food, 

My horse is weary of Ms stall, 

And I am sick of captive thrall. 


expired before the dirge was finished .” — Introduction io 2iob 
Raij. Waverley Hovels, vol. vii. p. 85. 

4 MS.— * And art thou gone,’ the Minstrel said. 

5 MS.—** The mightiest of a mighty line.” 

6 MS.— To Oie Prmfer.— ** I have three pages ready to be 
copied, you may send for them in about an hour. The rest 
of my fiax is on the spindle, but not yet twisted into proi»er 
yarn. I am glad you like the battle of Beal’ an Duine. It is 
rather too long, but that was unavoidable. I hope you will 
push on the notes. To save time I shall send the copy when 
ready to St. John Street.— W. S.” 

7 MS.— •** The banquet gay, the chamber’s pride. 

Scarce drew one curious glance aside.” 

8 MS.—** Earnest on his game.” 
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I wish I were, as I have been. 

Hunting the hart in forest green, 

■With bended bow and bloodhound free. 

For that’s the life is meet for me.^ 

I hate to learn the ehb of time, 

From yon dull- steeple’s drowsy chime, 

Or mark it as the sunbeams crawl, 

Inch after inch, along the wall. 

The lark was wont my matins rmg,^ 

The sable rook my vespers sing; 

These towers, although a king’s they be, 
Have not a hall of joy for me.^ 

No more at dawning morn I rise, 

And sun myself in Ellen’s eyes, 

Brive the fleet deer the forest through, 

And homeward wend with evening dew ; 

A blithesome welcome blithely meet, 

And lay my trophies at her feet, 

While fled the eve on wing of glee, — 

That life is lost to love and me !” 

xxv. 

The heart-sick lay was hardly said. 

The list’ner had not turn’d her head, 

It trickled still, the starting tear. 

When light a footstep struck her ear. 

And Snowdoun’s graceful knight was near. 

She turn’d the hastier, lest again 

The prisoner should renew his strain.' — 

^ 0 welcome, brave Fitz- James !” she said ; 
" How may an almost orphan maid 

Pay the deep debt” 0 say not so I 

To me no gratitude you owe. 

Not mine, alas! the boon to give. 

And hid thy noble father live ; 

I can but be thy guide, sweet maid. 

With Scotland’s king thy suit to aid. 

No tyrant he, though ire and pride 
May lay his better mood aside. 

Come, Ellen, come ! ’tis more than time, 

He holds his court at morning prime.” 

With beating heart, and bosom wu*ung, 

As to a brother’s arm she clung. 

Gently he dried the falling tear, 

And gently whisper’d hope and cheer ; 

Her faltering steps half led, half staid, 
Through gallery fair, and liigh arcade, 

Till, at its touch, its wings of pride 
A portal arch unfolded wide. 

XXVL 

Within ’twas brilliant all and light® 

A thronging scene of figures bright ; 

It glow’d on Ellen’s dazzled sight. 


J MS. “ was meant for me.*’ 

2 MS.— Prom darkened steeple’s.** 

8 MS,— Tbe lively lark my matins rung. 

The sable rook my vespers sung.’* 

4 MS.—** Have not a hall should haihour me.” 


As when the setting sun has given 
Ten thousand hues to summer even, 

And from their tissue, fancy frames 
Aerial knights and fairy dames. 

Still by Fitz- James her footing staid ; 

A few faint steps she forward made. 

Then slow her drooping head she raised, 

And fearful round the presence gazed ; 

For him she sought, who own’d this state^® 
The dreaded prince whose will was fate. 

She gazed bn many a princely port, 

Might well have ruled a royal court ; 

On many a splendid garb she gazed, 

Then turn’d bewilder’d and amazed, 

For all stood bare; and, in the room, 

Fitz- James alone wore cap and plume. 

To Mm each lady!s look was lent ; 

On him each courtier’s eye was bent ; 

Midst furs, and silks, and jewels sheen, 

He stood, in simple Lincoln green. 

The centre of the glittering ring. 

And Snowdoun’s Knight is Scotland’s King 1 

xxvii. ■ ■ ■ 

As wreath of snow, on mountain-breast, 
Slides from the rock that gave it rest, 

Poor Ellen glided from her stay,® 

And at the Monarch’s feet she lay ; 

No word her choking voice commands,- — 
She show’d the ring, she clasp’d her han.dj?t 
0 ! not a moment could he brook, 

The generous prince, that suppliant look I 
Gently he raised her ; and, the while, 
Cheek’d with a glance the circle’s smile ; 
Graceful, hut grave, her brow he kiss’d, 

And bade her terrors he dismiss’d : — 

*** Yes, Pair; the wmn dering poor Fitz- James 
The fealty of Scotland claims. 

To him thy woes, thy wishes, bring ; 

He will redeem his signet ring. 

Ask nought for Douglas ; yester even, 

His prince and he have much forgiven. 
Wrong hath he had from slanderous tongue, 
I, from Ms rebel kinsmen, wTong. 

We would not, to the vulgar crowd, 

Yield what they craved with clamour loud ; 
Calmly we heard and judged Ms cause, 

Our council aided, and our laws. 

I stanch’d thy father’s death-feud stern. 
With stout De Yaux and Grey Glenoairn ; 
And Bothwell’s Lord henceforth we own 
The friend and hulw^ark of our Throne. 

But, lovely infidel, how now? 

What clouds thy misbelieving brow ? 


^ MS. — “ Within ’twas hrilliant all, and bright 
Tlie vision glow’d on Ellen’s sight.” 

® MS.—** For him who own’d this royal state.” 

7 See Appendix, Note 3 Y. 

8 MS. ** shrinkin]^ 'quits her stay.” 
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Lord James of Douglas, lend tlime aid ; 
Thou must oonfirm this doubting maid.” 

XXYIIL 

Then forth the noble Douglas sprung, 

And, on his neck his daughter hung. 

The Monarch drank, that happy hour. 

The sweetest, holiest draught of Power,— 
When it can say, with godlike voice, 

Arise, sad Virtue, and rejoice ! 

Yet would not James the general eye 
Oil Nature’s raptures long should pry ; 

He stepp’d between— Nay, Douglas, nay, 
Steal not my proselyte away I 
The riddle ’tis my right to read, 

That brought this happy chance to speed. 
Yes, Ellen, when disguised I stray 
In life’s more low but happier way,^ 

’Tis under name w’hieh veils my power, 
Nor falsely veils— for Stirling’s tower 
Of yore the name of Snowdoun claims, 2 
And Normans call me James Fitz-Janies. 
Thus watch I o’er insulted laws. 

Thus learn to right the injured cause.” — 
Then, in a tone apart and low,— 

Ah, little traitress ! none must know 
What idle dream, what lighter thought, 
"What vanity full dearly bought, 

Join’d to thine eye’s dark witchcraft, drew 
My spell-bound steps to Benvenue,^ 

In dangerous hour, and all but gave 
Thy 'Monarch’s life to mountain glaive !” — ■ 
Aloud he spoke — Thou still dost hold 
That little talisman of gold, 

Pledge of my faith, Fitz- James’s ring — ^ 
What seeks fair Ellen of the Eang ?” 

, XXIX 

Full well the conscious maiden guess’d 
He probed the weakness of her breast; 


1 AIS. — “ In lowly life's more happy way.”' 

2 See Appendix, Note 3 Z. 

3 MS.— “ Thy sovereicrn hack „ 

Thy sovereign s steps f 

4 AIS.— ** Pledge of Fitz*James’s faith, the ring,” 

6 MS.— “ And in har breast strove maiden shame ; 

More deep she deem’d, the Monarch’s ire 
Kindled ’gainst him, who, for her sire, 

Against his Sovereign broadsword drew ; 

And, with a pleading, warm and true, 

She craved the grace of Roderick Dim.” 

6 “ Malcolm Grfeme has too insignificant a part assi, 2 ;ned 
him, considering the favour in which he is held both by Ellen 
and the author ; and in bringing out the shaded and imperfect 
character of Boderick Dim, as a contrast to the purer virtue 
of his rival, Mr. Scott seems to have fallen into the common 
error, of making him more interesting than him whose virtues 
he was intended to set off, and converted the villain of the 
piece in some measure into its hero. A modern jicet, how- 
ever, may perhaps be pardoned for an error, of which Milton 
himself is thought not to have kept clear, and for which there 
seems so natural a cause in the difference between poetical 
and amiable characters.”— J effrey. 


But, with that consciousness, there came 
A lightening of her fears for Grmme, 

And* more she deem’d the Monarch’s iro 
Kindied ’gainst him, w^ho, for her sire, 
Eebellious broadsword boldly drew; 

And, to her generous feeling true, 

She craved the grace of Eoderick Dhu. 

« Forbear thy suit the King of Kings 
Alone can stay life’s parting wings, 

I know his heart, I know his hand, 

Have shared his cheer, and proved his brand 
My fairest earldom would I give 
To bid Clan- Alpine’s Chieftain live !— 

Hast thou no other boon to crave I 
No other captive fidend to save?” 

Blushing, she turn’d her from the King, 

And to the Douglas gave the ring, 

As if she wish’d her sire to speak 

The suit that stain’d her glowing cheek, — 

Nay, then, my pledge has lost its force. 

And stubborn Justice holds her course.— 
Malcolm, come forth!” — And, at the word, 
Down kneel’d the Graeme® to Scotland’s Lord. 

For thee, rash youth, no suppliant sues, 
From thee may Vengeance claim her dues, 
Who, nurtured underneath our smile, 

Hast paid our care by treacherous wUe, 

And sought amid thy faithful clan, 

A refuge for an outlaw’d man, 

Dishonouring thus thy loyal name. — 

Fetters and warder for the Grmme I . 

His chain of gold the King unstrung, 

The links o’er Malcolm’s neck he flung, 

Then gently drew the glittering band, 

And laid the clasp on Ellen’s hand.^ 


Harp of the North, farewell The hills grow dark. 
On purple peaks a deeper shade descending ; 

In twilight copse the glow'- worm lights her spark, 
The deer, half-seen, are to the covert wending. 


— And now, waiving: myself, let me talk to you of 

the Prince Regent. He ordered me to he presented to him at 
a ball ; and after some sayings peculiarly pleasing from roya*. 
lips, as to my own attempts, he talked to me of you and your 
immortalities ; he preferred you to every h.ird past and pre- 
sent, and. asked which of your works pleased me most. It was 
a difficult question. I answered, I thought the ‘Lay.’ He 
said his owm opinion was nearly similar. In speaking of the 
others, I told him that I thought you more particularly the 
poet of Princes, as never appeared more fascinating than 
in * Marmion ’ and the ‘ Lady of the Lake.’ He W’as x»ieased 
to coincide, and to dwell on the descriptioii of your James’s 
as no less royal than poetical. He spoke alternately of Homer 
and yourself, and seemed well acquainted with both,” &;c.— 
Letter from Lord B^iron to Sir IValtcr Scott, Jtdy G, 1812.— « 
Bvron’s Life and B'orks, vol. ii. p. 156. 

3 MS . — To the Printer ,— I send the grand finale, and so 
exit the Lady of the Lake from the head she has tormented 
for six months. In canto vi, stanza 21,— shvrt and still, read 
grim and still ; sternly occurs four lines higher. For a similar 
reason, stanza 24— dun-deer, read./ia’f-deer. I will probably 
call this merning.— Yours truly, W, S.” 
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And bitterer was the grief devour’d alone. 

That I overlive such w'oes. Enchantress I is thine ov. n< 


Resume thy wizard elm 1 the foimtain lending^ 

And the wild breezcj thy wilder minstrelsy ; 

Thy numbers sweet with nature’s vespers blending, 
With distant echo from the fold and lea, 

And herd-boy’s evening pipe, and hum of housing bee. 


Hark I as my lingering footsteps slow retire. 

Some Spirit of the Air has waked thy string 1 
’Tis now a seraph bold, with touch of fire, 

’Tis now the brush of Fairy’s frolic wing. 

Receding now, the dying numbers ring 
Famte||and fainter down the rugged dell, 

And now the mountain breezes scarcely bring 
A wandering witch-note of the distant spell — 

And now, ’tis silent all !— Enchantress, fare thee 
' . well 


Yet, once again, farewell, thou ^linstrel harp I 
Yet, once again, forgive my feeble sway. 

And little reck I of the censure sharp 
May idly cavil at an idle lay. 

Much have I owed thy strains on life’s long way. 
Through secret woes the world has never known, 
When ou the weary night dawn’d wearier day, 


I " On a comparison of the merits of this Poem with the two 
former productions of the same unquestioned genius, we are 
inclined to bestow on it a very decided preference over both. 
It would perhaps he difficult to select any one passage of such 
genuine inspiration as one or two that might be pointed out 
in the Lay of the Last Minstrel— and perhaps, in strength and 
discrimination of character, it may fall short of Mariuion ; al- 
though we are loth to resign either the rude and savage 
generosity of Boderick, the romantic chivalry of James, or 
the playful simplicity, the affectionate tenderness, the modest 
courage of Ellen Douglas, to the claims of any competitors in 
the last-mentioned poem. But, for interest and artificial 
management in the story, torgmerial ease and grace of versi- 
fication, and correctness of language, the Lady of the Lake 
must be universally allowed, we think, to excel, and very far 
excel, either of her predecessors.”— Crfffca? Be&iew, 

“There is nothing in Mr. Scott of the severe and majestic 
»tjle of Milton— or of the terse and fine composition of Pope 
—or of the elaborate elegance and melody of Campbell— or 
even of the flowing and redundant diction of Southey,— but 
there ia a medley of bright images and glowing, set carelessly 
and loosely together— a diction tinged successively with the 
careless richness of Shakespeare— the harshness and antique 
simplicity of the old romances— the homeliness of vulgar bal- 
lads and anecdotes— and the sentimental glitter of the most 
modern poetry,— passing from the borders of the ridiculous 
to those of the sublime— alternately minute and energetic — 
sornttimes artificial, and frequently negligent, but always full 


of spirit and vivacity— abounding in images that are striking 
at first sight to minds of every contexture— and never express- 
ing a sentiment wdiieh it can cost the most ordinary reader 
any exertion to comprehend. Upon the whole, we are in- 
clined to think more highly of the Lady of the Lake tlian of 
either of its autlior’s former publications. Wc are more sure, 
however, that it has fewer faults than that it lias greater 
beauties; and as its beauties bear a strong resemblance to 
those with which the public has been already made familiar 
in these celebrated •works, we should not be surprised if its 
popularity were less splendid and remarkable. For our own 
parts, however, we are of opinion that it will be oftener read 
hereafter than either of them; and that, if it had appeared 
first in the series, their reception would have been less favour- 
able than that which it has experienced. It is more polished 
in its diction, and more regular in its versification ; the story 
is constructed with infinitely more skill and address ; there is 
a greater proportion of pleasing and tender passages, with 
much less antiquarian detail; aud^ upon the whole, a larger 
variety of characters, more artfully and judiciously contrasted. 
There is nothing so fine, perhaps, as the battle in Marraion— 
or so picturesque as some of the scattered sketches in the 
Lay ; but there is a richness and a spirit in the whole piece 
which does not pervade either of these poems — a profusion of 
incident, and a shifting brilliancy of colouring, that reminds 
ns of the witchery of Ariosto— and a constant elasticity and 
occasional energy, which seem to belong more peculiarly to 
the author now before us.”— J effrey. 



or Bouxcs, which we haiie at these (laycs.”— ■T’Ai? imhU Art of 
VeneHe or Hunting, iramlaM and collected for the Ueie of aU 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, Lend. Ifjl ] . 4to, p. 15. 


ffie heights of Uam-Var, 

A7id roused the cavern, tekere, ’tis told, 
A giant made Ms den of old.—V. 178. 


Ua-var, as the name is pronounced, or more properly 
Uuiglimor, is a, mountain to the north-cast of the village of 

Callendor in Menteith, deriving its name, which signifies the NoTE C. 

great den, or cavern, from a sort of retreat among the rocks 

on the south side, said, hy tradition, to have been the abode j For thedeaih-ivoujul and deoth-halloo, 

of a giant. In latter times, it was the refuge of robbers and j Muster'd his breath, his whinyurd drew. — P. 179- 

banditti, who have been only extirpated within these forty 

or fifty years. Strictly speaking, this stronghold is not a cave. When the stag turned to bay, the ancient hunter had the 
as the name wonld imply, but a sort of small enclogure, or periioustaskof going in upon, and killing or disabling the dos* 
recess, surrounded with largo rocks, and open above head. It perate animal. At certain times of the year this was held 
may have been originally designed as a toil for deer, who particularly dangerous, a wound received from a stag’s horn 
might get in from the outside, but would find it difilcult tore- ; being then deemed imisonous, and- more dangerous than one 
turn. This opinion prevails among the old sportsmen and from the tusks of a boar, as the old rhyme testifies 
deer-stalkers in the neighbourhood. 

“If thou be hurt with hart, it brings thee to thy bier, 

But barber’s hand will boar’s hurt heal, therefore thou 
need’st not fear.” 

Note B. 

At all times, however, the task was dangerous, and to be ad- 
ventured upon wisely and warily, either by getting behind the 
■P. 179. while he was gazing on the hounds, or by watching an 

ox>portunity to gallop roundly in upon him, and kill him with 
“ The hounds which we call Saint Hubert's hounds, are the sword. See many directions to this purpose in the Booke 
commonly all blacke, yet neuertbeless, the race is so mingled of Hunting, chap. 41. Wilson the historian has recorded a 
at these days, that we find them of all colours. Those are the providential escape which befell him in this hazardous sport, 
hounds which the abbots of St. Hubert haue always kept some while a youth and follower of the Earl of Essex, 
of their race or kind, in honour or remembrance of the saint, “Sir Peter Lee, of Lime, in Cheshire, invited my lord one 
which was a hunter with S. Eustace. 'Whereupon we may summer to hunt the stagg. And having agreatstagg in chase, 
conceiue that (by the griice of God} all good Imntsmen shall and many gentlemen in the pursuit, the stagg took soy le. And 
follow them into paradise. To return vnto my former pur- divers, whereof I was one, alighted, and stood with swords 
pose, this kind of dogges hath bene disi>ersed through the ' drawne, to have a cut at him, at his coming out of tlie water, 
counties of Henault, Lorayne, Flanders, and Burgoyne. They j The staggs there being wonderfully fierce and dangerous, 
are mighty of body, neuertbeless their legges are low and short, ' made us youths more eager to be at him. But he escaped us 
likewise they are not swift, although they be very good of sent, | all. And it was my misfortune to be hindered of my coming 
hunting cbaces which are farre straggled, fearing neither wa- , nere him, the way being sliperic, by a falle ; which gave oc- 
ter nor cold, and doe more couet the chacos that smell, as | casion to some, who did not know mee, to speak as if I haa 
foxes, bore, and such like, than other, beeanse they find them- falne for feare. Which being told mee, I left the stagg, and 
Helves neither of swiftness nor courage to hunt and kill the followed the gentleman who [first] spake it. ButI found him 
cbaces that are lighter and swifter. ’The bloodhounds of tliis of that cold temper, that it seems his words made an eHca])c 
colour prone good, especially those that are cole blacke, but from him ; as by his denial and repentance it appeared. But 
I made no great account to breed on them, or to keej)© the this made mee more violent in the pursuit of the stagg, to re- 
hind, and yet I found a book which a hunter did dedicate to cover my reputation. And I happened to be the only horse- 
a prince of Lorayne, which seemed to lone hunting much, man in, when the dogs sett him up at bay ; and approaching 
wherein was a blason which tlio same hunter gaue to his near him on horsebacke, he broke tbrough the dogs, and run 
bloodhound, called Souyiiard, which was white at mee, and tore my horse’s side with his homes, close by my 

thigh. Then I quitted my horse, and grew more cunning (for 
* My name came first from holy Hubert’s race, the dogs had sette him ux) againe), stealing beliind him with 

Souyilard my sire, a hound of singular grace.’ my sword, and cut his hamstrings; and then got upon hsa 

back, and cut his throate ; which, as I was doing, the coui- 
hereupon w’o may presume that some of the kind prone pany camein, and blamed my rashness for running such ala- 
white sometimes, but they are not of the kind of theGrefliers ' aard.”— -Pkck’s Desiderata. Curiosa, ii. 4(34. 


Two dogs of black Saint Hubert's breed, 
Unmatch'd/or courage, breath, and speed. 


232 



SCOTPS POETICAL WORKS. 


Note D. 

AM note to tsmefrom thcgleny 
mpathu'iiy meets the tcmiderer^s ken, 

Uriess he cl'mh, with footing nice, 

Afarpr(^eding precipice,-^'?. 180. 

Until the present road was made througlx the romantic pass 
which I have presumptnouslf attempted to describe in the 
preceding stanzas, there was no mode of issuing out of the de- 
file called theTroaachs, excepting by a sort of ladder, com- 
posed of the branches and roots of trees. 


Note E. 

To meet vnfh HigWand plunderers here. 

Were w07'se than loss of steed or dcer.—l?. 181. 

The clans who inhabited the romantic regions in the neigh- 
bourhood of Loch Katrine, were, even until a late period, 
much addicted to predatory excursions npon their Lowland 
neighbours. “ In former times, those parts of this district, 
which are situated beyond the Grampian range, were rendered 
almost inaccessible by strong barriers of rocks, and mountains, 
and lakes. It was a border country, and, though on the very 
verge of the low country, it was almost totally sequestered 
firom the world, and, as it were, insulated with respect to so- 
dety. ’Tis well known that in the Highlands, it was, in for- 1 
mer .times, accounted not only lawful, but honourable, among 
hostile tribes, to commit depredations on one another ; and 
these habits of the age were perhaps strengthened in this dis- 
trict, by the circumstances which have been mentioned. It 
bordered on a country, the inhabitants of which, while they 
were richer, were less warlike than they, and -widely difler- 
enced by language and manners. ’’—Graham’s Sketches of 
Scenery in Perthshire. Edin. 1806, p. 97. The reader will 
therefore be pleased to remember, that the scene of this poem 
is laid in a time, 

“ When tooming faulds, or sweeping of a glen, 

Had still been hold the deed of gallant men.” 


Note P. 

A tmy~hair\l sire, tchose eye intent. 

Was on the vision'd future bent—P. 183. 

If force of evidence could authorise us to believe facts in- 
consistent vfith the general laws of nature, enough might be 
produced in favour of the existence of the Second-sight. It is 
called in Gaelic TaishUarattgh, from Taish, an unreal or sha- 
dowy appearance; and those possessed of the faculty are 
called Taishatrin, which may be aptly translated visionaries. 
Martin, a steady believer in the second-sight, gives the follow- 
ing account of it 

”Tho second-sight is a singular faculty, of seeing an othor- 
•wise invisible object, without any previous means used by the 
person that used it for that end: the vision makes such a 
lively impression upon the seers, that they neither see, nor 
think of anything else, except the vision, as long as it conti- 
nues ; and then they appear pensive or jovial, accordiug to the 
object that was represented to them. 


** At the sight of a vision, the eyelids of the person are 
erected, and the eyes continue staring until Iho object vanish, 
This is obvious to others who are by, when the persons hap- 
pen to see a vision, and occurred more than once to my own 
observation, and to others that wore with me. 

“ There is one in Skie, of whom his acquaintance observed, 
that when he sees a vision, the inner part of his eyelids turns 
so far upwards, that, after the object disappears, he must draw 
them down with his fingers, and sometimes employ others to 
draw them down, which he finds to be the much easier way. 

“ This faculty of the second-sight does not lineally descend 
in a family, as some imagine, for I know several parents who 
are endowed with it, but their children not, and vice versa ; 
neither is it acquired by any previous compact. And, after a 
strict enquiry, I could never learn that this faculty was com- 
municable any way whatsoever. 

** The seer knows neither the object, time, nor place of a 
vision, before it appears ; andthe same object is often seen by 
different persons living at a considerable distance from one 
another. The true way of judging as to the time and circum- 
stance of an object, is by observation ; fi^r several persons of 
judgment, -vvithont this faculty, are more capable to judge of 
the design of a vision, than a novice that is a seer. If an ob- 
ject appear in the day or night, it will come to pass sooner or 
later accordingly. 

If an object is seen early in the morning (which is not 
' frequent,) it will be accomplished in a few hours afterwards. 

' If at noon, it will commonly be accomplished that very clay. 

' If in the evening, perhaps that night ; if after candles be 
I lighted, it will be accomplished that night ; the later alw'ays 
in accomplishment, by weeks, months, and sometimes years, 
according to the time of night the vision is seen, 

** When a shroud is perceived about one, it is a sure pro- 
gnostic of death ; the time is judged according to the height of 
it about the person ; for if it is seen above the middle, death 
is not to be expected for the space of a year, and perhaps some 
months longer ; and as it is frequently seen to ascend higher 
towards the head, death is concluded to be at hand within a 
few days, if not hours, as daOy experience confirms. Exam- 
ples of this kind were shewn me, when the persons of whom 
the observations were then made, enjoyed perfect health. 

One instance was lately foretold by a seer, that was a no- 
vice, concerning the death of one of ray acciuaintancc; this 
w'as communicated to a few only, and with great confidence : 
I being one of the number, did not in the least regard it, until 
the death of the person, about the time foretold, did confirm 
me of the certainty of the prediction. The novice mentioned 
above, is now a skilful seer, as appears from many late in- 
stances ; he lives in the parish of St. Iriary’s, the most north- 
ern in Skie. 

If a woman is seen standing at a man’s left hand, it is a 
presage that she will be his wife, whether they bo married to 
others, or unmarried at the time of the apparition. 

“ If two or three women are seen at once near a man’s left 
hand, she that is next him will undoubtedly be his wife first, 
and so on, whether all three, or the man, be single or mar- 
ried at the time of the vision or not ; of which there arc seve- 
ral late instances among those of my acquaintance. It is an 
ordinary thing for them to see a man that is to come to the 
house shortly after : and if he is not of the seer’s acquaint- 
ance, yet he gives such a lively description of his stature, com- 
plexion, habit, &c. that upon Ms arrival he ans wers the cha- 
racter given him in all respects. 

** If the person so appearing be one of the seer’s acquaint- 
ance, he will tell his name, as well as other jjarticnlars . and 
he can tell by his countenance whether he comes in a good or 
bad humour. 

. I have been seen thus myself by seers of both sexes, at 
some hundred miles’ distance ; some that saw me in this man- 
ner had never seen me personally, and it happened according 
to their vision, without any previous design of mine to go to 
those places, my coming there being purely accidental. 
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• It IS ordinary with them to see houses, gardens, and trees, 
in places void of all three ; and this in progress of time uses to 
be accomplished: as atMogshot, in the Isle of Skio, where 
there were but a few sorry cowhouses, thatched with straw, 
yet in a very few years after, the vision, which appeared often, 
was accomplished, by the building of several good houses on 
the very spot represented by the seers, and by the planting of 
orchards there. 

“ To see a spark of fire fall upon one’s arm or breast, is a 
forerunner of a dead child to be seen in the arms of those 
persons ; of which there are several fresh instances. 

To see a seat empty at the time of one’s sitting in it, is a 
presage of tlilft person’s death soon after. 

“ When a nor4ce, or one that has lately obtained the se- 
cond-sight, sees a vision in the night-time witliout doors, and 
he be near a fire, he presently falls into a swoon. 

“ Some find themselves as it were in a crowd of people, ha- 
ving a corpse which they carry along with them ; and after 
such visions, the seers come in sweating, and describe the | 
people that appeared : if there be any of their acquaintance 
among ’em, they give an account of their names, as also of the 
bearers, but they know nothing concerning the corpse. 

“ All those who have the second-sight do not always see 
these visions at once, though they be together at the time. 
But if one who has this faculty, designedly touch his fellow- 
seer at the instant of a vision’s appearing, then the second 
sees it as well as the first ; and this is sometimes discerned by 
those that are near them on such occasions.”— Maetin’s Be- 
mipiion of the fFcstern Islands, 1716, 8vo, p. 3fl(), et seq. 

To these particulars innumerable examples might be added, 
all attested by grave and credible authors. But, in despite 
of evidence which neither Bacon, Boyle, nor Johnson were 
able to resist, the Talseh, with all its visionary properties, 
seems to he now universally abandoned to the use of poetry. 
The exquisitely beautiful poem of Lochiel v.'iil at once occur 
to the recollection of every reader. 


from one another, in the side next the precipice, resomhimg 
the pillars of a chimney, where the fire was placed. The 
smoke had its vent out here, all along the fall of the rock, 
which was so much of the same colour, that one could discover 
no difference in the clearest day.”— Homs's History of the 
Bond. 1802, 4to, p. 381. 


Here, for retreat m dangerous Jiour, 

Sotnc chief had framed a rustic bemer.—P. 183, 

The Celtic: chieftains, whose lives were continually exposed 
to peril, had usually, in the most retired spot of their domains, 
some place of retreat for the hour of necessity, which, as cir- 
cumstances would admit, was a tower, a cavern, or a rustic 
nut, in a strong and secluded situation. One of these last 
gave refuge to the unfortunate Charles Edward, in his perilous 
wanderings after the battle of Culloden. 

** It was situated in the face of a very rough, high, and 
rocky mountain, called Letternilichk, still a part of Benalder, 
full of great stones and crevices, and some scattered wood 
interspersed. The habitation called the Cage, in the face of 
that mountain, was within a small thick bush of wood. There 
w'ere first some rows of trees laid down, in order to level the 
floor for a habitation ; and as the place was steep, this raised 
the lower side to an equal height with the other: and these 
trees, in the way of joists or planks, were levelled with earth 
and gravel. There were betwixt the trees, growing naturally 
on their own roots, some stakes fixed in the earth, which, 
with the trees, were interwoven with ropes, made of heath 
and birch twigs, up to the top of the Cage, it being of a round 
or rather oval shape ; and the whole thatched and covered 
over with fog. The whole fabric hung, as it were, by a large 
tree, which reclined from the one end, all aloug the roof, to 
the other, and which gave it the name of the Cage ; and by 
ch.auce there happened to he tvm stones at a small distance 

1 Found, proved. — 2 Had.— 3 Measured.- ■* Breadth. — 
Were.— Black.— 7 Fully.— 8 Rough.— » His.— w Give. — 


My sire* stall form might grace Oie part 
Of Ferragiis or Asedbart'—P.W. 

These two sons of Anak flourished in roraantie fable, Tho 
first is well known to the admirers of Ariosto, by the name of 
Ferrau. He was an antagonist of Orlando, and was at length 
slain by him in single combat. There is a ioraatice in the 
Auchinleck MS., in which Ferragus is thus described 

“ On a day come tiding 
Unto Charla the King, 

A1 of a doughti knight 
Was comcn to Havers, 

Stout he was, and fers, 

Yernagu he hight. 

Of Babiloun the soudan 
Thider him sende gan. 

With King Charls to fight. 

So hard he was to fond t 
That no dint of brond 
No greued biro, aplight 
He Imdde twenti men strengthe 
A.nd lorti fet of iengthe, 

Thilke painim hede,2 
And four feet in the face, 

Y-meten 3 in the place, 

And fifteen in brede.** 

His nose was a fot and more ; 

His brow, as bri.stles wore ; 5 
He that it sdghe it sede- 
He loked lotheliche, 

And was swart c as any piche, 

Of Mm men might adrede.” 

Bomame of Charlmmgne, 1. 

Aiichmleck 3IS.^ folio 365. 

Ascapart, or Ascabart, makes a very material figure in the 
History of Bevis of Hampton, by w'hom he was conquered. 
His effigies may be seen guarding one side of a gate at South- 
ampton, -^lile the other is occupied by Sir Bevis himself. 
The dimensions of Ascabart were little inferior to those of 
Ferragus, if the following description be correct;— 

“ They metten with a geaunt. 

With a lotheliche sernlrlaunt. 

He was wonderliche strong, 

Rome 7 thretti fote long 

His herd was hot gret and ro we ; s 

A space of a fot betweene fa browe ; 

His dob was, to ycue a Strok, 
AIitebodiofanoak.it 

“ Eeues hadde of him wondsr gret. 

And askede liira what a het,i2 

And yaf 13 men of his contr^ 

Vs ere ase meche ase was he. 

' Me name,’ a sede,i5 ‘ is Ascopaard, 

Garex me sent hiderward, 

11 The stem of a little oak-tree.— ‘2 He bight, was eailed.' - 

13 If.— .14 Great.— 13 said. 
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For to bring this qxienc ayen, 

And the Donoslter of-slen.i 
Icham Garci champioiin. 

And Avas i-driue out of me 3 town 
A1 for that ieli was so lite> 

Eueri man me wolde smite, 

Ich was so lit e and so merugh,s 
Eueri man me clepede dwerugh,e 
And now ioliam in this londe, 

I wax mor 7 ich understonde, 

And stranger than other tene ; 8 
A ud that schel on ns he sene.’ ” 

Sir Bevis (if Hamp*on^ h 2512, 
AucTiinleck MS.y U^ im- 


there, is most certain. Clelland numhers an acquaintance 
with it among the few accomplishments which ins satire allows 
to the Highlanders 

“ In nothing they’re accounted sharp, 

Except in. bagpipe or in Irnrp.” 


, , ■ Note L ■ 

Though all unask'd his birth and namc.—T?. 184. 

The Highlanders, who carried hospitality to a punctilious 
excess, are said to have considered it as churlish, to ash a 
stranger his name or lineage, before he had taken refreshment. 
Feuds were so frequent among them, that a contrary rule 
would in many cases have produced the discovery of some 
circumstance, which might have excluded the guest from the 
benedt of the assistance he stood in need of. 


NotB'K. 


Note L. 


-and still a harp itmem. 


FilM up the symphony hdween.—'B. W^ 

** They’* (meaning the Highlanders) “delight much in 
musicke, but chiefly in harps and clairschoes of their ovm 
fashion. The strings of the clairschoes are made of brass 
wire, and the strings of the harps, of sinews ; wliich strings 
they strike either with their najles, growing long, or else with 
an instrament appointed for that use. They take great plea- 
sure to decke their harps and clairschoes with silver and pre- 
cious stones ; the poore ones that cannot attayne hereunto, 
decke them with chri&tall. They sing verses prettily com- 
pound, contayning (for the most part) prayses of valiant men. 
There is not almost any other argument, whereof their rhymes 
intreat. They speak the ancient French language altered a 
little.”®— “ The harp and clairschoes are now only heard of 
ill the Highlands in ancient song. At what period these in- 
struments ceased to be used, is not on record ; and tradition 
is silent on this head. Hut, as Irish harpers occasionally 
visited the Highlands and Western Isles till lately, the hai-p 
might have been extant so late as the middle of the last 
century. Thus far we knoAv, that from remote times down 
to the present, haipers were received as welcome guests, par- | 
tieularly in the Highlands of Scotland ; and so late as the lat- 
ter end of the sixteenth century, as appears hy the above quo- 
tation, the harp was in common use among the natives of the 
Western Isles. How it happened that the noisy and nnhar- 
monious bagpipe banished the soft and expressive harp, we 
cannot say ; hut certain it is, that the bagpipe is now the only 
instrument that obtains universally in the Highland districts.” 
—Campbell’s Journey through Noj'th Britain. Lond. 1808. 
I, 175. 

Hr. Gunn, of Edinburgh, has lately published a curious 
Essay upon the Harp and Harp Music of the Highlands of 
Scotland. That the instrument was once in common use 


Morn*$ gemal influence roused a minstrel grey.-~-B. 186. 

That Highland chieftains, to a late period, retained in their 
service the bard, as a family officer, admits oi very easy proof. 
The author of the Letters from the North of Scotland, an officer 
of engineers, quartered at Inverness about 1720, who certainly 
cannot be deemed a favourable witness, gives the following 
accountof the office, andof abard whom he heard exercise 
his talent of recitation “ The bard is skilled in the genea- 
logy of all the Highland families, sometimes preceptor to the 
young laird, celebrates in Irish verse the original of the tribe, 
the ffimous warlike actions of the successi ve heads, and sings 
his own lyricks as an opiate to the chief when indisposed for 
sleep ; but poets are not equally esteemed and honoured in 
all countries. I happened to be a witness of the dishonour 
done to the muse at the house of one of the chiefs, where two 
of these bards were set at a good distance, at the lower end 
of a long table, with a parcel of Highlanders of no extraordi- 
nary appearance, over a cup of ale. Poor Inspiration! They 
were not asked to drink a glass of wine at our table, though 
the whole company consisted only of the great mxn, one of 
his near relations, and myself. After some little time, the 
cMefordered onooftheratosing me a Highland song. The 
bard readily obeyed, and with a hoarse voice, and in a tune 
of few various notes, began, as I was told, one of his own 
lyricks; and when he had proceeded to the fourth or fifth 
stanza, I perceived, by the names of several persons, glens, 
and mountains, which I had loiown or heard of before, that 
it was an account of some clan battle. But in his going on, 
the chief (who piques himself upon his school-learning), at 
some particular passage, bid him cease, and cried out, 
* There’s nothing like that in Virgil or Homer.’ I bowed, and 
told him I btdievedso. Tliis you may believe was very edify- 
ing and delightful.” — ii. 167. 


Note M. , 

-The Gneme.—B. 107. 


The ancient and poweriiil family of Graham (which, for 
metrical reasons, is here spelt after the Scottislr jAronuneia- 
tion) held extensive possessions in the counties of Dumbarton 
and Stirling. Few families can boast of more historical re- 
nown, having claim to three of the most remarkable charac- 
ters in the Scottish annals. Sir John theGrmme, the faithful 
and undaunted partaker of the labours and patriotic warihre 
of Wallace, fell in the unfortunate field of Falkirk, in 12.03. 
The celebrated Marquis of Montrose, in whom De Retz .saw 
realized his abstract idea of the heroes of antiquity, was tlie 
second of these worthies. And, notwithstanding the severity 
of his temper, and the rigour with which he executed the o])- 
pressive mandates of the princes whom he served, I do not 
hesitate to name as a third, John Grceme of Clavcrhouse, Vis- 
count of Dundee, whose heroic death in the arms of victory 
may be allowed to cancel the memory of his cruelty to tho 
non-coiifoxmists, during the reigns of Charles II. and JamcR 
II. 
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Note N. 

T?ia harp, which erst Sami Modan jfttvJ/’c/.—P. 187. 

1 am not prepared to sliow tliat Saint Modan was a per- 
fumer on the harp. It was, however, no unsaintly accom- 
plishment ; for Saint Dunstan certainly did play npon that 
instrument, which retaining, as was natural, a portion of the 
sanctity attached to its master’s character, announced future 
events by its spontaneous sound. But labouring once in 
these mechanic arts for a devout matrone that had sett him 
on work, his violl, that hung by him on the wall, of its own 
accord, without anie man’s helpe, distinctly sounded this an- 
thime :—Gaudent in ccelis miima: sa7ictonm qui Christi vesti- 
gia sunt secuti; et quiapro eius amove sanguinem suimfude- 
runt, idea cum Christo gaudmt esterimm. Whereat all the 
companie being much astonished, turned their eyes from be- 
holding him working, to looke on that strange accident.” ^ 
* “ Not long after, manie of the court that hitherunto had 

borne a kind of fayned friendship towards him, began now 
greatly to envie at his progress and rising in goodnes, using 
manie crooked, backbiting meancs to ditfamehisvertnes with 
the black maskes of hypocrisie. And the better to authorize 
their calumnie, they brought in this that happened in the 
violl, affirming it to have been, done by art raagick. What 
more ? This wicked rumour encreased dayly, till the king 
and others of the nobilitie taking hould thereof, Dunstan gre w 
odious in their sight. Therefore he resolned to leaue the 
court and go to Elphegus, surnamed the Bauld, then Bishox> 
of Winchester, who was his cozen. Which his enemies under- 
standing, they layd wayt for him in the way, and hauing 
throwne him off his horse, beate him, and dragged him in the 
durt in the most miserable manner, meaning to have slain e 
him, had not a companie of mastiue dogges that came unlookt 
uppon them defended and redeemed him from their crueltie. 
When with sorrow he was ashamed to see dogges more hu- 
mane than they. And gluing thankes to Almightie God, he 
sensibly againe perceiued that the tunes of his violl had giuen 
him a warning of future accidents.”— of the Lives of 
the most renowned Saincts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
hg the K. FATHiSR Hiisrome PoaTEu. Doway, 1632, 4to, tome 
i. p.43a 

The same supernatural circumstance is alluded to by the 
anonymous antlmr of ** Grim, the Collier of Croydon.” 

\_Dunstan’s harp sounds on the 

“ Forest. Hark, hark, my lords, the holy abbot’s harp 
Sounds by itself so hanging on the wall ! 

“ Dunstan. Unhallow'd man, that seorn’st the sacred rede, 
Hark, how the testimony of my truth 
Sounds heavenly music with an angel’s hand, 

To testify Dunstan’s integrity 

And prove thy active boast of no effect ” 


Note 0. , 

Ere Douglasses, to ruin driimi. 

Were exiled from their native heaven. — P. 187. 

■ . , ■ i 

The downfall of the Douglasses of the house of Angus during 
the reign of James Y. is the event alluded to in the text. The 
Earl of Angus, it will he remembered, had married the queen 
dowager, and availed himself of the right which he thus ac- 
quired, as well as of his extensive power, to retain the king in 
a sort of tutelage, which approached very near to captirity. 
Several open attempts were made to rescue James from this 
thraldom, with which he was w'ell knoTO to be deeply dis- 
gusted ; but the valour of the Douglasses and their allies gave 
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them the victoryin every conflict. At length the king, while 
residing at Falkland, contrived to escape by night out of his 
own court and palace, and rode full speed to Stirling Castle, 
where the governor, who was of the opposite faction, joyfully 
received him. Being thus at liberty, James speedily sum- 
moned around him such peers as he kmew to be most inimical 
to the domination of Angus— and laid his complaint before 
them, says Pitscottie, ** with great lamentations ; showing to 
them how ho was holden in subjection, thir years bygone, by 
the Earl of Angus and his kin and friends, who oppressed the 
whole country and spoiled it, under the pretence of justice and 
his authority ; and had slain many of his lieges, kinsmen, and 
friends, because they would have had it mended at their hands, 
and put him at liberty, as he ought to have been, at the coun- 
sel of his whole lords, and not have been subjected and cor- 
rected with no particular men, by the rest of his nobles. 
Therefore, said he, I desire, my lords, that 1 may be satistied 
of the said earl, his kin, and friends ; for I avow that Scotland 
shall not hold us both while [i. e. till] I be revenged on him 
and bis. 

Tbe lords, hearing the king's complaint and lamentation, 
and also the great rage, fury, and malice that he bore toward 
the Earl of Angus, his kin and friends, they concluded all, 
and thought it best that he should be summoned to undorly 
the law ; if he found no caution, nor yet compear himself, that 
he should be put to the horn, with ail his kin and friends, so 
many as w'ere contained in the letters. And farther, the lords 
ordained, by advice of his majesty, that Ms brother and friends 
should he summoned to find caution to nnderiy the law' within 
a certain day, or else be put to the horn. But the earl ap- 
peared not, nor none for him 5 and so he was put to the horn, 
with all his kin and friends : so many as were contained in 
the summons that compeared not were banished, and holden 
traitors to the king.” 


NoteP. 

In Holg-Rood a Knight he slew.—F. 188. 

This was by no means an uncommon occurrence in the 
Court of Scotland ; nay, the presence of the sovereign himself 
scarcely restrained the ferocious and inveterate feuds which 
were the perpetual source of bloodshed among the Scottish 
nobility. The following instance of the murder of Sir William 
Stuart of Ochiltree, called The Dloodp, by the celebrated 
Francis, Earl of Bothwell, may be produced among many ; 
but as the offence given in the royal court will hardly bear a 
vernacular translation, I shall leave tlm story in Johnstone’s 
Latin, referring for farther particulars to the naked simplicity 
of Birreli’s Diary, 30tli July im 

** diors improhi hominis non tarn ipsa immerita, quam peg 
simo exemplo in puhlkum, fwdi pcrpvtmta. Gitlkhn us Stnar- 
tus Alkiltrim, Aranif rater, naturd ac morihus, ett jus sd pins 
mmini, vidgo propter sitm> sanguinis sangainarius d}ctu.s, d 
Boihvdio, in SanetCB Crucis Eegid, exardcscente ird, menducii 
probrolacessitus, ohseamumosculim liheriusretorquelat ; Both- 
velius hone contimieliam tacitus tuUt, sed ingentum irarum 
molcm animo eoncepit. Utrinepie postridie Edbihurgi conven- 
tum, iotidem numero comitibus armatis, pr&sidii causa, et ac- 
riter pugnaium est: cceteris mnicis etclkntihus mein torpenti- 
bus, aut vi absterritis, ipse Stuartusfortissimi dimicat ; iandem 
excusso gladio d Bothvelio, Scgfhkd feritate transfoditur, sine 
cujusqumn misericordidr habuit itaque quern debnit exitum. 
Digmts erat Stuartus qui paterefurs Bolhvdlus gui facerct. 
Vulgm sangwinem sanguine proedkahit, et horum cruore in~ 
nocuorummambu$€gregUparentattim.'*—doHssroy;i Historia 
Rerum Britannicarum, ab anno 1372 ad annum 11)23. Amsie^ 
lodami, 1G33, fol. p. 135. 
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being ■wounded and taken at the battle of Shrewsbnrj. He 
was so unsuccessful in an attempt to besiege Eoxbttrgli Castle 
that it -was called the Fowi! Eaid, or disgraceful expedition. 
His ill fortune left him indeed at the battle of Boangd, iR 
Prance ; but it was only to return ■with double emphasis at the 
subsequent action ofVernoil. the last and most unlucky of 
i'he exile state of this powerful race is not exaggerated in his encounters, in which he foil, with the flower of the Scot- 
this and subsequent passages. The hatred of James against tish chivalry, then serving as auxiliaries in France, and about 
the race of Douglas was so inveterate, that numerous as their two thousand common soldiers, a.d. 1424. 
allies were, and disregarded as the regal authority had usually 
been in similar cases, their nearest friends, even in the most 
remote parts of Scotland, durst not entertain them, unless 
under the strictest and closest disguise. James Douglas, son 
of the banished Earl of Angus, afterwards well known by the 
title of Earl of Morton, lurked, during the exile ofliis family, 
in the north of Scotland, under the assumed name of James 
Innes, otherwise Mnm the Gria^e {i. e. Keve or Bailiff). ‘‘And 
as he bore the name,” says Godscroft, “so did he also execute 
the office of a grieve or overseer of the lands and rents, the 
com and cattle of him with whom he lived.” From the habits The aneic 
of frugality and observation ■which he acquired in his humble chiefly in tl 
situation, the historian tnuces that intimate acquaintance with from them, 
popular character which enabled him to rise so high in the been fabrics 
state, and that honourable economy by which he repaired and instances in the romances and legends of the time. The won- 
established the shattered estates of Angus and Horton.— , derful swmrd Skofxung, wielded by the celebrated firolf 
lory o/the Bouse of Douglas, Edinburgh, 1743, vol. ii. p. IflO. { ICraka, was of this description. It was deposilcd in the tomb 

I of the monarch at his death, and taken from thence by Skeg- 
I go, a celebrated pirate, who bestowed it upon ids son-iu-law, 
j Kormak, with the following curious directions “ ‘ Tlio 
j manner of using it will appear strange to you. A small bag 
Note R. 's attached to it, which take heed not to violate. Let not the 

rays of the sun touch the upper part of the handle, nor iiu- 
Jlarcjinan’r cc??.— P. 108. sheathe it, unless thou art ready for battle. But when thou 

comest to the place of tight, go aside from the rest, grasp and 
The parish of Kilraaronock, at the eastern extremity of Loch extend the sword, and breathe upon it. Then a small worm 
Lomond, derives its name from a cell or chapel, dedicated to will creep out of the handle ; lower the handle, that ho may 
Saint Maronock, or Harnock, or Maronnan, about whose more easily return into it.’ Kormak, after having received 
sanctity very little is now remembered. There is a fountai’' tue sword, returned home to his mother. He showed the 
devoted to him in the same parish ; but its virtues, like tuc sword, and attempted to draw it, as unnecessarily as ineffec- 
merits of its patron, have fallen into oblivion. i tually, for he could not pluck it out of the sheath. Plis mo- 

j ther, Dalla, exclaimed, ‘ Do not despise the counsel given to 

-■ — ■ thee, my son.’ Kormak, however, repeating his effoi’ts, pressed 

I down the handle vrith his feet, and tore o'ff the bag, wlien 
j Skofnung emitted a hollow groan : but still he could not un- 
Note S. I sheathe the sword. Kormak then went out with Bessus, 

' whom he had challenged to flght with him, and drew apart 

BmekUnvi's ihimdo'ing icavc.'^B. 109. j at the place of combat. Ho sat down upon the ground, and 

ungirding the sword, which he bore above his vestments, did 
This is a beautiful cascade made by a mountain stream not remember to shield the hilt from the rays of the sun. In 
called the Keltic, at a place called the Bridge of Brackiinn, vain he endeavoured to draw if, till he placed his foot against 
about a mile from the village of Callender in JVIenteitli. Above the hilt ; then the w'orm issued from it. But Kormak did not 
a <;hasm, where the brook precipitates itself from a height of rightly handle the weapon, in consequence wlmreof good for- 
at least fifty feet, there is throivn, for the convenience of the tune deserted it. As he unsheathed Skofnung, it emitted a 
neighbourhood, a rustic footbridge, of about three feet in hollow murmur.”— BariAoZZ/ii de Causls ConUnipUe a Danis 
breadth, and without ledges, which is scarcely to be crossed adhuc GcntlUhns Mortis, Libri Tres, Hof nice, IGSfl, 4to, p, 
by a stranger ■without awe and apprehension. 574. 

To the history of this sentient and prescient wca])on, I beg 
leave to add, from memory, the following legend, for which I 
cannot produce any better authority. A young nobleman, of 
high hopes and fortune, chanced to lose his way in the town 
which he inhabited, the capital, if I mistake not, of a German 
^ ’ province. He had accidentally involved himself among the 

narrow and winding streets of a suburb, inhabited by the low- 
Fot Tine-man forged hy fairy lore. — P . 188. est order of the people, and an approaching thunder-shower 

determined him to ask a short refuge in the most decent ha- 
Archibald, the third Earl of Douglas, was so unfortunate bitation that was near him. He knocked at the door, which 
m all his enterprises, that he acquired the epithet of Tine- was opened by a tall man, of a grisly and ferocious aspect, 
MAST, b^ause he tined, or lost, his followers in every battle and sordid dress. The stranger was readily ushered to a 
which he fought. He was vanquished, as every reader must chamber, where swords, scourges, and machines, -which seemed 
remember, in the bloody battle of Homildon-hill, near Wooler, to be implements of torture, were suspended on the wall. One 
where he himself lost an eye, and was made prisoner by Hot- of these swords dropped from its scabbard, as the nobleman, 
spur. He was no less unfortunate when allied with Percy, after a moment’s hesitation, crossed the threshold* His host 


Note Q. 


The Douglas, like a stricken deer, 
Disown'dhy every «o&Zepeer.— P. 188. 


Did, self-iinscahVarded, foreshow 
The footstep of a secret foe,-~P. 109. 
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peculiar exploit, or from some peculiarity of habit or appear 
ance. The line of the text therefore signifies. 


The lest of Loch Lomond lie dead m her side,~-V, HRJ. 


The Lennox, as the district is called, "which encircles the 
lo-wer extremity of Loch Lomond, was peculiarly exposed to 
the incursions of the mountaineers, who inhabited the inac- 
cessible fastnesses at the upxier end of the lake, and the 
neighbouring district of Loch Katrine. These weie often 
marked by circumstances of great ferocity, of which the noted 
conflict of Glen-fiuin is a celebrated instance. This was a 
The connoisseurs in pipe-music aficct to discover in a well- clan-battle, in which the Maegregors, headed by Aliaster 
composed pibroch, the imitative sounds of march, conflict, Maegrogor, chief of the elan, encountered the sept of Colqu- 
fligbt, pursuit, and all the “ current of a heady light.” To this houns, commanded by Sir Humphry Culquhoun of Luss. It 
opinion Dr. Beattie has given his suflrage, in the following ele- is on all hands allowed that the action was des])erately fought, 
gant passage A pibroch is a species of tune, peculiar, I and that the Colquhouns were defeated with great slaughter, 
think, to the Highlands and Western isles of Scotland. It is leaving two hundred of their name dead upon tlie field. But 
performed on a bagpipe, and differs totally from all other popular tradition has added other horrors to the tale. It is 
music. Its rhythm is so irregular, and its notes, especially in said, that Sir Humphry Colquhoun, who was on horseback, 
the quick movement, so mixed and huddled together, that a escaped to the castle of Benechra, or Banochar, and was next 
fltranger finds it impossible to reconcile his car to it, so as to day dragged out and murdered by the rictorious Maegregors in 
perceive its modulation. Some of these pibrochs, being in- cold blood. Buchanan of Auchmar, however, speaks of his 
tended to represent a battle, begin with a grave motion re- slaughter as a subsequent event, and as perpetrated by tho 
sembling a march ; then gradually quicken into the onset ; Maefarlanes. Again, it is reported that the Maegregors mur- 
run ofi* with noisy confusion, and tuf-bulent rapidity, to imi- dered a number of youths, wdiom report of the intended bat- 
tate the conflict and ijursuit; then swell into a few flourishes tie had brought to be spectators, and whom the Colquhouns, 
of triumphant joy ; and perhaps close with the wild and slow anxious for their safety, had shut up in a bam to be out of 
wailings of a funeral procession . on Laughtei and ' danger. One account of the Maegregors denies this circum- 
Ludkrous Compositions chap. iii. ISTo.tc. stance entirely ; another ascribes it to the savage and blood- 

j thirsty disposition of a single individual, the bastard brother 
. of the Laird of Maegregor, who amused himself with this 
second massacre of the iixnocents, in express disobedience t© 
N’OTE W thecliiefjbywhomhewaslefttbeirguardianduringthopur- 

' sxiit of the Colquhouns. It is added, that Maegregor bitterly 
Boderjffh Vich Alpine dhit, ho i ieroe /-P. 18f). I lamented this atrocious action, and prophesied the ruin which 

j it must bring "upon their ancient clan. The following account 
Besides his ordinary name and surname, which were chiefly , of the conflict, which is indeed drawn up by a friend of the 
used in the intercourse with the Lowlands, eveiy Highland Clan-Gregor, is altogether silent on the murder of the youths, 
chief had an epithet expressive of his patriarchal dignity as In the spring of the year id02, there happened great dissen- 
head of the clan, and "which was common to all his predeces sious and troubles between the laird of Luss, chief of the Col- 
Bors and buccessors, as Pharaoh to the Idngs of Egypt, or Ar- quhouns, and Alexander, laird of Maegregor. The original 
saces to those of Parthia. This name was usually a patrony- of these quarrels proceeded from injuries and provocations 
inic, expressive of his descent from the founder of the family, mutually given and received, not long before, Maegregor, 


Those ihrillmg sounds that euU tlie might 
Of old Clan- Alpine to ihefght.—V, 18U. 
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bliag his r«sentmcnt, he kept the appointment, and parted that the monarch might refresh himself with sport during the 
good friends in appearance. intervals of military execution. With this array he swept 

** “ No sooner was he gone, than Lnss, thinking to surprise through Ettrick Forest, where he hanged over the gate of liis 
him and his party in full security, and vtithout any dread or own castle, Piers Coekbuni of Hcnderland, who had prepared, 
apprehension of his treachery, followed with all speed, and according to tradition, a feast for his reception. Ho caused 
came up with him at a place called Glenfroon. Maegregor, Adam Scott of Tushielaw also to be executed, who was dis- 
upon the alarm, divided his men into two parties, the great- tinguished by the title of King of the Border. But the most 
est part whereof he commanded himself, and the other he noted victim of justice, during that expedition, was John 

‘ ■ Armstrong of Gilnockie, i famous in Scottish song, who, con- 

fiding in his own supposed innocence, met the King, with a 
retinue of thirty-six persons, all of whom were hanged at 
the source of the Teviot. The effect of tins 
severity was such, that, as the vulgar expressed it, ‘^‘ the rush- 
thereafter was great peace and 
rest a long time, wherethrough the King had great profit ; for 


committed to the care of his brother John, who, by his or- 
dens, led them about another way, and attacked the Colqu- 
honns in tlank. Here it was fought with great bravery on 
both sides for a considerable time; and, notwithstanding the j Carlenrig, near 
vast disproportion of numbers, Maegregor, in the end, ob- 
tained an absolute victory. So great was the rout, that 200 of j bush kept the cow,” and, 
the Colquhouiis were left dead upon the spot, most of the 
leading men were killed, and a multitude of prisoners taken, he had ten thousand sheep going in the Ettrick Forest iu 
But what seemed most surprising and incredible in this de- keeping by Andrew Bell, who made the King as good count 
feat, was, that none of the Maegregors were missing, except of them as they had gone in the bounds of Fife/’— -PiTacoT- 
John, the laird’s brother, and one common fellow, though tie’s History, p. 153. 
indeedmanyofthemwerewounded.”—ProfessorRoss’sjBir/^- 

iory of the Family of SutJierlmd, IGiil. - 

The consequences of the battle of Glen-fruin were very ca- 
lamitous to the family of Maegregor, who had already been Note Z. 

considered as an unruly clan. The widows of the slain Col- 

quhouns, sixty, it is said, in number, appeared in doleful pro- ;yhat grace for Highland Chiefs, judge yc 

cession before the king at Stirling, each riding upon a white By fate of Border P. l‘J2. 

palfrey, and bearing in her hand the bloody shirt of her hus- 
band displayed upon a pike. James VI. was so much moved James was in fact equally attentive to restrain rapine and 
by the complaints of this “choir of mourning dames,” that feudal oppression in every part of his dominions. “ The 
he let loose his vengeance against the Maegregors, without king past to the Isles, and there held justice courts, and jmn- 
either bounds or moderation. The very name of the clan ished both thief and traitor according to tlieir demerit. And 
was proscribed, and those by whom it had been borne were also he caused great men to show their holdings, where- 
given up to sword and fire, and absolutely hunted down by through he found many of the said lauds in non-entry ; the 
bloodhounds like wild beasts. Argyle and the Campbells, on which ho confiscate and brought home to his own use, and 
the one hand, Montrose, with the Grahames and Buchanans, afterwards annexed them to the crown, as ye shall hear, 
on the other, are said to have been the chief instruments in, Syne brought many of the great men of the Isles captive with 
suppressing this devoted clan. The Laird of Maegregor sur- him, such as Mudyart, M ‘Conn el, M'Loyd of the Lewes, 
rendered to the former, on condition that he would take him M‘Neil, M‘Lano, MTntosh, John Mudyart, M,‘Kay, M‘Ken- 
out of Scottish ground. But, to use Birrel’s expression, he zie, with many other that I cannot rehearse at this time, 
kept “ a Highlandman’s promise and, although he fulfilled Some of them, he put iu ward and some in. court, and some 
his word to the letter, by carrying him as far as Bervrick, he he took pledges for good rule in time coming. So lie brouglit 
afterwards brought him back to Edinburgh, where he was the Isles, both north and south, in good rule and peace ; 
executed with eighteen of his clan.”--BiBREL’s Diary, 2d wherefore he had great profit, service, and obedience of pco- 
Oct. IGIS. The Clan-Gregor being thus driven to utter de- pie a long time thereafter ; and as long as he had the liciuls 
spair, seem to have renounced the laws from the benefit of of the country in subjection, they lived in great i)eace and 
which they were excluded, and their depredations produced rest, and there was great riches and policy by the king’s jas- 
new acts of council, confirming the severity of their proscrip- tice.”~PiTSCOTTijB, p. 152. 
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T Mckmg the frozen bolster from Shame, because disobedience to •what the symbol implied^ in- 

t le ea which it supported ; “• art thou so e'ffeminate as to ferred infamy. It was delivered to a swift and trusty me^seu- 
need a pillow ?” The officer of engineers, whose curious let- ger, who ran fall speed with it to the next hamlet, where he 
ttrs rom the Highlands have been more than once q’uoted, presented it to the principal person, ivith a single "word, ini- 
tells a similar story of Macdonald ot Keppoch, and subjoins plying the place of rendezvous. He who received the symbol 
tie ollowing remarks This and many other stories are was bound to send it forward, with equal dispatch, to the 
romantick ; but there is one thing, that at first thought might next village; and thus it passed with incredible celerity 
seem very romantick, of which I have been credibly assured, through all the district which owed allegiance to the chief, 
t lat when the Highlanders ate constrained to lie among the and also among his allies and neighbours, if the danger 'was 
hills, in cold dry windy "weather, they sometimes soak the common; to them. At sight of the F'iery Cross, every man, 
ydaid in some river or burn { i, e. brook), and then, holding up from sixteen, years old to sixty, capable of bearing arms, was 
a corner of it a little above their heads, they turn themselves obliged instantly to repair, in his best arms and accoutre- 
round and round, till they are enveloped by the whole man- ments, to the place of rendezvous. He who failed to appear 
tie. Hiey then lay themselves do%vn on the heath, upon the suffered the extremities of fire and sword, whitdi %vore emble- 
leeward side of some hill, where the wet and the warmth of matically denounced to the disobedient by the bloody and 
their bodies make a steam like that of a boiling kettle. The burnt marks upon this ■wmrlike signal. During the civil war 
wet, they say, keeps them warm by thickening the stuff, and of 1745-6, the Fiery Cross often made its circuit ; and upon 
keeping the ivind from penetrating. I must confess I should one occasion it passed through the whole district of Ilreadal- 
have been apt to question this fact, had I not frequently seen bane, a tract of thirty-two miles, in three hours. The late 
them wet from morning to night, and, even at the beginning Alexander Stewart, Esq. of Invernahyle, described to mo his 
of the rain, not so much as stir a few yards to shelter, but having sent round the Fiery Cross through the district of Ap- 
continue in it without necessity, till they were, as we say, wet pine, during the same commotion. The coast was threatened 
through and through. And that is soon effected by the loose- by a descent from two English frigates, and the flower of the 
ness and spunginess of the plaiding ; but the honnet is fre- young men were with the army of Prince Charles Edward, 
qxiently taken off and wrung like a dish-clout, and then put then in England ; yet the summons was so effectual, that even 
on again. They have been accustomed from their infancy to old age and childhood obeyed it; and a force was collected in 
be often wet, and to take the water like siianiels, and this is a few hours, so numerous and so enthusiastic, that all attempt 
become a second nature, and can scarcely be called a hardship at the intended diversion upon the country of the absent war- 
to them, insomuch that I used to say, they seemed to be of riors was in prudence abandoned, as desperate, 
the duck kind, and to love water as well. Though I never This practice, like some others, is common to the High- 
saw this preparation for sleep in windy weather, yet, setting landers 'with the ancient Scandinavians, as will appear by the 
out early in a morning from one of the huts, I have seen the following extract from Olaus Magnus: — ■ 
marks of their lodging, wlicre the ground has been free from “ When the enemy is upon the sea-coast, or within the 
rime or snow, which remained all round the spot where they limits of northern kingdomes, then presently, by the command 
had lain. ’’—Dc/tow /rom Scotland, Loud. 1754, 8vo, ii. p. 108. of the principal governours, with the counsel and consent of 

the old soldiers, ■who are notably skilled in such like business, 

’ ^ a staff of three hands length, in the common sight of them 

^ all, is carried, by the speedy running of some active young 

i4 0rE B. man, unto that village or city, with this command, —that on 

munehmancwme.~v.m. the third, fourth, or eighth one, two, or tirw, or dse 

every man in particular, from •fifteen years old, snail coma 
This officer is a sort of secretary, and is to be read)", upon with his arms, and expenses for ten or twenty days, upon 
all occasions, to venture his life in defence of his master ; and pain that his or their houses shall be burnt (which is intimated 
at drinking-bouts he stands behind his seat, at his haunch, by the burning of the staff,) or else the master to be hanged 
from whence Ms title is derived, and watches the conversa- (which is signified by the cordtied to it,) to appear speedily on 
tion, to see if any one offends his patron. An English officer such a bank, or field, or valley, to hear the cause ho is called, 
being in company with a certain chieftain, and several other and to hear orders from the said provincial governours what 
Highland gentlemen, near Killichumen, had an argument he shall do. Wherefore that messenger, swifter than any 
yf\X'h.X\\Q great man; and both being well warmed with usky,* post or waggorg having done his commission, comes slowly 
at last the dispute grew very hot. A youth who was hench- back again, bringing a token with him that ha hath done ail 
man, not understanding one word of English, imagined Ms legally, and every moment one or another runs to every village, 
chief was insulted, and thereupon drew Ms pistol from Ms and tells those places what they must do.” * . . . “Tho 
side, and snapped it at the officer’s head ; but the pistol missed messengers, therefore, of the footmen, that are to give warning 
fxi-e, otherwise it is more than probable he might have sufl’ered to the people to meet for the battail, run fiercely and swiftly ; 
death from the hand of that little vermin. But it is very dis- for no snow, no rain, nor heat can stop them, nor night hold 
agreeable to an Englishman over a bottle, with the Highland- them ; but they will soon run the race they undertake. The 
ers, to see every one of them have Ms gilly, that is, Ms servant, first messenger tells it to the next rillage, and that to the 
standing behind Mm all the wdiile, let what will be the sub- next ; and so the hubbub runs all over till they all know it 
ject of conversation.”— Xefteiw/ro/n ScotlLvnd, ii. 159. jjj that stift or territory, where, •when and wherefore they 


in that stift or territory, where, when and wherefore they 
must meet.”— Olaus Magvvs' Bistoryef the Goths, engiislied 
by J. S. Lond. 1658, book iv. chap. 3, 4. 


Note 2 C. 

And icMle the Fierg Cross glanced, like a meteor, round. — 

Note 2D. 

When a chieftain designed to summon his clan, upon any 
sadden or important emergency, he slew a goat, and making Thatmotik, of savage form and face.-—V, 195. 

a cross of any light wood, seared its extremities in the fire, 

and extinguished them in the blood of the animal. This was The state of religionin the middle ages afforded consideiable 
caikd the Fkrg Cross, also (;rea 7 i Taiigh, or the Cross qf facilities for those whose mode of life excluded them from 

regularworship, to secure, nevertheless, the ghostly assistance 

i Whisky. of confessors, perfectly willing to adapt the nature of thcii' 
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To make the English suhjectca xaste 
the Irish rehells’ roddc. 

To spoile, to kill, to bame, 
this frier’s counsell is ; 

And for the doing of the same, 
he warrantes heavculio blisse. 

He tells a holie tale ; 
the white ho toumcs to black ; 

And through the pardons in his muie, 
he workes a knavishe knackc.” 


doctrine to the necessities and peculiar circumstances of their 
fiock. Bobin Hood, it is well known, had his celebrated do- 
mestic chaplain, Friar Tuck. And that same curtal friar was 
probably matelxed in manners and appearance by the ghostly 
fathers of the Tynedale robbers, who are thus described in an 
excommunication fulminated against their patrons by Richard 
Fox, Bishop of Durham, tempore Henrici VIII. “We have 
further understood, that there are many chaplains in the said 
territories of Tynedale and Kedesdale, who are public and 
open raaintaiiiers of concubiaage, irregular, suspended, ex- 
communicated, and interdicted persons, and withal so utterly 
ignorant of letters, that it has been found by those who ob- 
jected this to them, that there were some who, having cele- 
brated mass for ten years,’ were still unable to read the sacra- 
mental service. We have also understood there are persons 
among them who, although not ordained, do take upon them 
the offices of priesthood; and, in contempt of God, celebrate 
the divine and sacred rites, and administer the sacraments, 
not only in sacred and dedicated places, but in those which 
are profane and interdicted, and most wretchedly ruinous ; 
they themselves being attired in. ragged, tom, and most 
flltliy vestments, altogether unfit to be used in dirine, or 
even in temporal offices. The which said chaplains do ad- 
minister sacraments and sacramental I'ights to the aforesaid 
manifest and infamous thieves, robbers, depredators, re- 
ceivers of stolen goods, and plunderers, and that without 
restitution, or intention to restore, as evinced by the act; and 
do also openly admit them to the rites of ecclesiastical sepul- 
chre, without exacting security for restitution, although they 
are prohibited from doing so by the sacred canons, as well as 
by the institutes of the saints and fathers. All which infers 
the heavy peril of their owm souls, and is a pernicious example 


The wreckful invasion of a part of the English pale is then 
described with some spirit; the burning of houses, driving off 
cattle, and all pertaining to such predatory inroads, are illus- 
trated by a rude cut. The defeat of the Irish, by a' party of 
English soldiers from the next garrison, is then eommenio- 
rated, and in like manner adorned with an engraving, in which 
the frier is exhibited mourning over the slain chieftain ; or, 
as the rubric expresses it, 


“ The flier then, that treacherous knave ; witli ough ough- 
hone lament, 

To see his cousin DevilTs-son to have so foul event.” 


The matter is handled at great length in the text, of which 
to following verses are more than sufficient sample* 


“ The frier seyng this, 
laments that luckleHse parte, 

And curseth to the pitte of hell 
the death man’s fiturdie hearte ; 

Yet for to quight them with 
the frier taketh paine, 

For all the synnes that ere lie did. 

remission to obtaine. 

And therefore serves his booke, 
the candell and the bell ; 

But thinke you that such apishe toies 
bring damned souls from hell f 
It ’longs not to my parte 
infernall things to know© ; 

But I beleve till later daie, 

* thei rise not from belowe> 

Yet hope that friers give 
to this rebellious rout, 

If tbat their souls should chaunce in hell, 
to hringe them quieklie out, 

Dooth make them load suclie lives, 
as neither God nor man, . 

Without revenge for their desartes, 
permitte or suffer can. 

Thus Iriers are the cause, 
the fountain, and the spring, 

Of hurleburles in this lande, 
of eche unhappie thing. 

Thei cause them to rehell 
against their soveraigne quenc. 

And through rebellion often tymes, 
their lives do vanish dene. 

So as by friers meaiies, 
in whom all follie swimme. 

The Irishe karne doe often lose 
the life, with hedde and limmc.”3 

As the Irish tribes, and those of the Scottish Highlands, 


vernment. Dithgow, the Scottish traveller, declares the Irish 
w’ood-kerne, or predatory tribes, to be but the hounds of their 
hunting priests, who directed their incursions by their plea- 
sure, partly for sustenance, partly to gratify animosity, partly 
to foment general division, and always for the better security 
and easier dominaticra of the friars . 2 Derrick, the liveliness 
and minuteness of whose descriptions may frequently apolo- 
gize for his doggerel verses, after describing au Irish feast, and 
the encouragment given, by the songs of the bards, to its ter- 
mination in an incursion upon the parts of the country more 
immediately under the dominion of the Eirglish, records the 
no less powerful arguments used by the friar to excite their 
animosity;— 

“ And more t’ augment the flame, 
and rancour of their harte, 

The frier, of his counsells vile, 
to rehellea doth imparte. 

Affirming that it is 
an almoac deode to God, 


1 The Monition against the Robbers of Tynedale and Redes- 
dale, with which I was favoured by my friend, Mr. Surtees of 
Mainsforth, may be found in the original Latin, in the Ap- 
pendix to the Introduction, to the Border Minstrelsy, No. 
Vn. vol. i. p. 274 . 

® Lithgovr’s Travels, first edition, p. 431, 


3 Tins curious picture of Ireland was inserted by the author 
in the repubiication of Somers’ Tracts, vol. i, in which the 
plates have been also inserted, from the only impressions 
known to exist, belonging to the copy in the Advocates* 
Library. See Somers’ Tracts, vol. i. pp. SQlj 5,94 


APPENDIX TO THE LADY OP THE LAKE. 


fire mucn more intimately allied, by language, manTiers, dress, 
and customs, than the antiquaries of either country have been 
willing to admit, I jSatter myself I have here i>roduced a 
strong warrant for the character sketched in the text. The 
following picture, though of a dijfTerent kind, serves to esta- 
blish the existence of ascetic religionists, to a comparatively 
late period, in the Highlands and Western Isles. There is a 
great deal of simplicity in the descrixition, for which, as for 
much similar information, I am obliged to Dr. John ^artin, 
who visited the Hebrides at the suggestion of Sir Robert Sib- 
bald, a Scottish antiquarian of eminence, and early in the 
eighteenth century published a description of them, which 
procured him admission into the Royal Society. He died in 
London about 1719* His work is a strange mixture ofiearn- 
ing, observation, and gross credulity. 

I remember,” says this author, *‘1 have seen an old lay- 
capuchin here (in the island of Benbecnla,! called in their 
language BmM7'-bocM, that is, Boor Brother ; which is lite- 
rally true; for he answers this character, having nothing hut 
what is given him ; he holds himself fully satisfied with food 
and rayment, and lives in as great simplicity as any of Ms 
order ; his diet is very mean, and he drinks only fair water ; 
his habit is no less mortifying than that of his brethren else- 
where: he wears a short coat, w'hich comes no farther than 
his middle, with narrow sleeves like a waistcoat : he wears a 
plad above it^ girt about the middle, wliich reaches to bis 
knee ; the plad is fastened on his hreast with a wooden pin, 
his neck bare, and his feet often so too ; he wears a hat for 
ornament, and the string about it is a bit of a fisher’s line, 
made of horse-hair. This plad he wears instead of a gown 
worn by those of his order in other countries. I told him he 
wanted the flaxen girdle that men of his order usually wear : 
he answered me, that he w'ore a leathern one, which was the 
same thing. Upon the matter, if he is spoke to when at meat, 
he answers again; which Is contrary to the custom of his 
order. This poor man frequently diverts himself with angling 
of trouts; he lies upon straw, and has no boll (as others have) 
to call him to his devotions, but only his conscience, as he 
told me."— -Martin’s Description qf the iVestmx Highlands:, 
p-82. j 


they did not know what they were. And long tyme thcreaf* 
ter, certaine herds of that tonne, and of the next toune, called 
Unnatt, both wenches and youtnes, did on a tyme *onveei* 
with others on that hill ; and the day being somewhat cold, 
did gather the bones of the dead men that were slayne long 
tyme before in that place, and did make a fire to warm them. 
At last they did all remove from the fire, except one maid or 
wench, which was verie cold, and she did xemaine there for 
a space. She being quyetlie her alone, without anie other 
companie, took up her cloaths above her knees, or thereby, 
to warm her ; a wind did come and caste the ashes upon her, 
and she was conceived of ane raan-chyld. Several! tymes 
thereafter she was verie sick, and at last she was knowne to be 
with chyld. And then her parents did ask at her the matter 
heiroff, which the wench could not weel answer which way 
to satisfie them. At last she resolved them with ane answer. 
As fortune fell upon her concerning this marvellous miracle, 
the chyld being borne, his name was called GilUMr Maghre- 
VGlUch, that is to say, the Black Childy Son to the Bones. So 
called, his grandfather sent him to school, and so he was a 
good schollar, and godlie. He did build this church which 
doetli now stand in Lochyeld, called Kilmalie."— Macfar- 
LANE, ut siqyra, ii. 188. 


Yet r.e’cr again to Iraki her hair 

2'he virgin snood did Alice teear.—V. HO. 

The snood, or riband, with which a Scottish lass braided 
her hair, had an emblematical signification, and applied to 
her maiden character. It was exchanged for the mreh, toy, 
or coif, when she passed, by marriage, into the matron state. 
But if the damsel was so unfortxmate as to lose pretensions to 
the name of maiden, without gaming a right to that of ma- 
tron, she was neither permitted to use the snood, nor advan- 
ced to the graver dignity of the curch. In old Scottish songs 
there occur many sly allusions to such misfortune ; as in the 
old words to the popular tune of “ Ower the muir amang tlie 
heather " 


Note 2 E. 

Of BrimCsUrth stra^ige tales were told.— Y, 195, 

The legend which follows is not of the author’s invention. 
It is possible he may differ from modern critics, in supposing 
that the records of human superstition, if peculiar to, and 
characteristic of, the country in which the scene is laid, are a 
legitimate subject of poetry. He gives, however, a ready as- 
sent to the narrower proposition which condemns all attempts 
of an irregular and disordered fancy to excite terror, by accu- 
mulating a train of fantastic and incoherent horrors, whether 
borrowed from all countries, and patched upon a narrative 
belonging to one which knew them not, or derived from the 
author’s own imagination. In the present case, therefore, I 
appeal to the record which I have transcribe!!, with the vari- 
ation of a vei7 few words, from the geographical collections 
made by the Laird of Macfarlane. 1 know not w'hetheritbe 
necessary to remark, that the misceilaneous concourse of 
youths and maidens on the night and on the spot where the 
miracle is said to have taken place, might, even in a credu- 
lous age, have somewhat diminished the wonder which ac- 
com'!>anied the conception of Gilli-Doir-Magrevollich. 

“ There is hot two myU-s from Inverloghie, the church of 
Kilmalee, in Lochyeld. In ancient tymes there was ane 
church builded upon ane hill, which was above this church, 
w'hich doetli now stand in this toune ; and ancient men doeth 
say, that there was a battell foughten on ane litle hill not the 
tenth part of a myle from this church, be certaine men which 


‘ Down amang the broom, the broonj, 
Down amang the broom, my dearie. 
The lassie lost her silken snood. 

That gard her greet till she Wiis wearie. 


Note 2 G. 

The desert gave him visions mM, 

Such as might sicit the speetrds chikL~~Y. 19G. 

In adopting the legend concerning the birth of the Founder 
of the Church of Kilmalie, the author has endeavoured to 
trace the efiects which such a belief was likely to produce, in 
a barbarous age, on the person to whom it related. It seems 
likely that he roust have become a fanatic or an impostor, ox 
that mixture of both which forms a more Irequent character 
than either of them, as existing separately. In truth, mad per- 
sons are frequently more anxious to impress upon others a faith 
in their visions, than they are themselves confirmed in their 
reality ; as, on the other hand, it is difficult for the most cool- 
headed impostor long to personate an enthusiast, without in 
some degree believing what he is so eager to have believed- 
It was a natural attribute of such a character as the supposed 
hermit, that he should credit the numerous superatitions with 
which the minds of ordinai-y Highlanders are almost always 
imbued. A few of these are slightly alluded to in this st anaa. 
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The River Demon, or River-horse, for it is that form which be 
commonly assume, is the Kelpy of the Lowlands, aa evil and 
malicious spirit, delighting to forhode and to witness calamity. 
He frequents most Highland lakes and rivers j and one of his 
most memorahle exploits was performed upon the banks of 
Loch Vermachar, in the very district which forms the scene 
of our action : it consisted in the destroction of a funeral pro- 
cession with all its attendants. The noontide hag,’* called 
in Gaelic Glas-UcK a tall, emaciated, gigantic female figure, 
is supposed in particular to haunt the district of Knoidart. A 
goblin, dressed in antique armour, and having one hand co- 
vered with blood, called from that circumstance, Uiam-dmrg^ 
or Red-hand, is a tenant of the forests of Gleninore and Ro- 
thiemnxeus. Other spirits of the desert, all frightful in shape 
and malignant in disposition, are believed to frequent differ- 
ent mountains and glens of the Highlands, where any unusual 
appearance, produced by mist, or the strange lights that are 
sometimes thrown upon particular objects, never fails to pre- 
sent an apparition to the imagination of the solitary and me- 
lancholy inountaincer. 


■ Kote 3 ,H. 

The f atal Bm- Silk's 

Most great families in the Highlands were supposed to have 
a tutelar, or rather a domestic spirit, attached to them, who 
took an interest in their prosperity, and intimated, by its wail- 
ings, any approaching disaster. That of Grant of Grant was 
called May and appeared in the form of a girl, who 

had her arm covered with hair. Grant of Bothiemurcus had 
an attendant called Bodach-an^^m^ or the Ghost of the Hill ; 
and mans' other examples might ho mentioned. The Ban- 
Sebie implies a female Fairy, whose lamentations were often 
supposed to precede the death of a chieftain of particular fa- 
milies. When she is visible, it is in the form of an old wo- 
man, with a blue mantle and streaming hair. A superstition 
of the same kind is, I believe, universally received by the in- 
ferior ranks of the native Irish. 

The death of the head of a Highland family is also some- 
times supposed to be announced by a chain of lights of dllfer- 
ent colours, called Dr'cng^ or death of the Druid, The direc- 
tion which it takes, marks the place of the funeral. [See the 
Essay on Fairy Superstitions in the Border Minstrelsy.^ 


Note 21. 

Sounds, too, had come ui wJdnigtd blast, 

Of charging steeds, careering fast 
Along Bcnliarroid’s shingly side, 

Where mortal horsemen rider might ridc.—V. ISd. 

A presage of the kiudatindedtointhe text, is still believed 
to announce death to the ancient Highland family of M'Lean 
of Lochbuy. The spirit of an ancestor slain in battle is heard 
to gallop along a stony bank, and then to ride thrice around 
the family residence, ringing his fairy bridle, and thus inti- 
mating the approaching calamity. How easily the eye, as well 
as the ear, may be deceived upon such occasions, is evident 
from, the stories of armies in the air, and other spectral phe- 
nomena with which history abounds. Such an ap])ai‘ition is 
said to have been witnessed upon the side of Southfell moun- 
tain, between Penrith and Keswick, upon thei?3d June 1744, 
by two persons, William Lancaster of Blakehiils, and Daniel 
Stricket, his servairt, whose attestation to the fact, with a full 
account of the apparition, dated the 21 st July 1745, is printed in 
t'krke’s Survey of the Lakes, The apparition consisied of se- 


veral troops of horse moving in regular order, with a steady ra- 
pid motion, making a curved sweep around the fell, and seem- 
ing to the spectators to disappear over the ridge of the moun- 
tain, Many pei^sons witnessed this phenomenon, and observed 
the last, or last but one, of the supposed troop, occasionally 
leave his rank, and pass at a gallop to the front, when he re- 
sumed the same steady pace. This curious appearance, mak- 
ing the necessary allowance for imagination, may bo perhaps 
sutficiently accounted for by optical deception. —Survey of 
the Lakes, g, 2B. '■■■. 

Supernatural intimations of approaching fate are not, I be- 
lieve, confined to Highland families. Howel mentions having 
seen, at a lapidary’s, in 16M2, a monumental stone, prepared 
for four persons of the name of Osenham, before the death of 
each of ■whom, the inscription stated a white bird to have ap- 
peared and fluttered around the bed, while the patient was 
in the last ngony-’—Familiar Letters, edit. 1726, 247. Glan- 
vilie mentions one family, the members of whicli received this 
solemn sign by music, the sound of which floated from the fa- 
mily residence, and seemed to die in a neighbouring wood; 
another, that of Captain Wood of Banipton, to whom the sig- 
nal was given by knocking. But the most remarkable instance 
of the kind occurs in the MS, Memoirs of Lady Fanshaw, so 
exemplary for her conjugal affection. Her husband, Sir Rich- 
ard, and she, chanced during their abode in Ireland, to visit 
a friend, the head of a sept, who resided in his ancient baro- 
nial castle, surrounded with a moat. At mldniglit she was 
awakened by a ghastly and supernatural scream, and, looking 
out of bed, beheld, by the moonlight, a female face and part 
of the form, hovering at the window. The distance from the 
ground, as well as the circumstance of the moat, excluded the 
possibility that what she beheld was of this world. The face 
was that of a young and rather handsome woman, but pale ; 
and the hair, which was reddish, was loose and dbhevelled. 
■The dress, which Lady Fanshaw’s.;' tei*ro'i:,did not ■prevent liery^ 
remarking accurately, 'was that of the' ancient Irish* ■/''■'Thitfap-' 
parition continued.to exhibit itself for some time, and then 
vanished with two shrieks, similar to that which had first ex«, 
cited, Lady Fanshaw's attention. In the morning, with infir. 
nlte terror, she communicated to her host what she had wit- 
nessed, and found him prepared not only to credit but to ac- 
count for the apparition. “A near relation of my family,** 
said he, “expired last night in this castle. We disguised our 
certain expectation of the event from you, lest it should throw 
a cloud over the cheerful reception which was due you. No w, 
before sxieh an event happens in this family and castle, the fe- 
male spectre whom you have seen always is visible. She is 
believed to be the spirit of a woman of inferior rank, whom one 
of my ancestors degraded himself by marrying, and whom af- 
terwards, to expiate the dishonour done his .family, he caused 
to be drowned in the castle moat ” 


Note 2 K. 

JJhose parents in Ineh-CaUUach wave 

Their shadows o'er Clan-Alpinds grave.— Hid. 

Inch-CaiUiach, the Isle of Nuns, or of Old Women, is a most 
beautitul island at tne lower extremity of Loch Lomond. The 
church belonging to the former nunnery was long used as the 
place of worship for the parish of Bnehauan, but scarce any 
vestiges of it now remain. The burial-ground continues to bo 
used, and contains the family places of sexmlture of several 
neighbouring clans. The monuments of the lairds of Maegre- 
gor, and of other families, claiming a descent from the old 
Scottish King Alpine, are most remarkable. The Highland- 
ers are as zealous of their rights of sepulture, as may be ex- 
pected from a people whose whole laws and government, if 
clanship can be called so, turned upon the single principle of 
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family descent. " May his ashes be scattered on the water,*' 
was one of the deepest and most solemn imprecations which 
they used against an enemy. [See a detailed description of 
the funeral ceremonies of a Highland chieftain in the Fair 
Maid of Perth. Wamrlcy Novels, voL 43, chajjs, x. and xl 
MiLim.-} . 


Thy dwelling is the winter nous© - 
Loud, sad, sad, and mighty is thy defith»song i 
Oh ! courteous champion of Montrose ! 

Oh ! stately warrior of the Celtic Isles ! 

Thou shalt buckle thy harness on no more !*’ 


The coronach has for some years past been superseded at 
funerals by the use of the bagpipe; and that also is. like 
many other Highland peculiarities, falling into disuse, unless 
in remote districts. 


the dun deer’s hide 

Onjlcekr/oot teas never 197. 


The present hrogueoi the Highlanders is made of half-dried 
leather, with holes to admit and let out the water ; for walk- 
ing the moors dry-shod is a matter altogether out of the ques- 
rion. The ancient busMn was still ruder, being made of un- 
dressed deer’s hide, with the hair outwards ; a circumstance 
which procured the Highlanders the well-known epithet of 
Med-skanks. The process is very accurately described by one 
Elder (himself a Highlander) in the project for a union between 
England and Scotland, addressed to Henry VIII. We go 
a-hunting, and after that we have slain red-deer, we fiay off 
the skin by-and-by, and setting of our bare-foot on the inside 
thereof, for want of cunning slioemakers, by your grace’s par- 
don, we play the cobblers, compassing and measuring so much 
thereof as shall reach up to our ankles, pricking the upper 
part thereof with holes, that the water may repass where it 
enters, and stretching it up with a stiung thong of the same 
above our said ankles. So, and please your noble grace, we 
make our shoes. Therefore, we using such manner of shoes, 
the rough hairy side outwards, in your grace’s dominions of 
England, we be called Roughfooted Seoi.?.”— Pinkerton’s 
History, vol. ii. p. 397. 


Bentedi saw the Cross of Fire, 

It glanced tike lightning up Strath- Ire.— ‘P. 19!^, 

Inspection of the provincial map of Perthshire, or any hjrge 
map of Scotland, will trace the progress of the signal through 
the small district of lakes and mountains, which, in exercise 
of my poetical privilege, I liave subjected to the authority of 
my imaginary chieftain, and which; at the period of my ro- 
mance, was really occupied by a clan who claimed a descent 
from Alpine ; a clan the most unfortunate, and most perse- 
cuted, but neither the least distinguished, least powerful, nor 
least brave, of the tribes of the Gael. 


Slioch non rioghridh duchaisach 
Eha-shios an Dun-Staiobhinish 
Aig an roubh crun na Halba othus 
'Stag a cheil duchas fast ris.” 


The first stage of the Fier3' Cross is to Duncraggan, a place 
near the Brigg of Turk, where a short stream dirides Loch 
Achray from Loch Vennachar. From thence, it passes to- 
wards Callender, and then, turning to the left up the ]jass 
of Len.y, is consigned to Norman at the chapel of Saint Bride, 
which stood on a small and romantic knoll in the middle of 
the valley, called Strath-Ire. Tombea and Arnandavc, or 
Ardmandave, are names of places in the vicinity. The alarm 
is then supposed to pass along the lake of Liibnaig, and 
through the various glens in the district of Balquidder, in- 
cluding the neighbouring tracts of Glenfinlas and Strath- 
gartney. 


The dkmal coronach.— P. 193. 


TDxe Coronach oi the Highlanders, like the Ulakitus of the 
Bomans, and the Ululoo of the Irish, was a wild expression of 
lamentation, poured forth by the mourners over the body of a 
departed friend. When the words of it were articulate, tliey 
expre.ssed the praises of the deceased, and the Io.sa the clan 
would sustain by his death. The following is a lamentation 
of this kind, literally translated from the Gaelic, to some of 
the ideas of which the text stands indebted. The tune is so 
popular, that it has since become the war-march, or Gather- 
ing of the clan. 


Note 2 O. 


Not faster o'er thy heathery hraes, 

Balquidder, speeds ike ^rndnight blaze.— P. 2('0. 


It may be nece.ssary to inform the southern reader, tlnit the 
heath on the Scottish moorlands is often set fire to, tiiat the 
sheep may' have the adv.antage of the young herbage }»ruJ st- 
eed, in room of the tough old heather plants. This emstum 
{execrated by sportsmen) produces oeeu.sionally tlso most 
beautiful nocturnal appearances, similar almost to the dis- 
charge of a volcano. This simile is not new to }?oetry. The 
charge of a warrior, in the fine ballad of Hardyknuto, is said 
to be “like fire to heather set.” 


Coronach on Sir LavcMan, Chief of Maclean. 
Which of all the Senncliies 
Can trace thy line from the root up to Paradise, 
But Maevuirih, the son of Fergus? 

No sooner had thine ancient stately tree 
Taken firm root in Albion, 

Than one of thy forefathers fell at Harlaw.— 
*Twas then we lost a chief of deathless name. 


' ’Tis no base ■weed— no planted tree. 

Nor a seedling of last Autumn ; 

Nor a sapling planted .at Eeitain ; t 

Wide, wide around rvere spread its lofty branches- 

Eut the topmost bough is lowly laid! 

Thou hast forsaken us before Sawaine. 2 


No oath, hiit hy lmekitf (din's fmid. 
No laic, hut Roderick Binds command. 


The deep and implicit respect paid by the Highhmd c' 
men to their chief, rendered this both a common and 


fiahowe’ea. 
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leirm oath. In other respects tliey were like most savage 
nations, capricious in their ideas concerning the obligatory 
power of oaths. One solemn mode of swearing was by kissing 
the dirk, imprecating upon themselves death by that, or a 
similar weapon, if they broke their vow. But for oaths in the 
usual form, they are said to have had little respect. As for 
the reverence due to the chief, it may he guessed from the 
following odd example of a Highland point of honour 

“ The elan whereto the above-mentioned tribe belongs, is 
the only one I have heard of, which is without a chief ; that 
is, being divided into families, under several chieftains, with- 
out any particular patriarch of the whole name. And this is 
a great reproach, as may appear from an affair that fell out 
at my table, in the Highlands, between one of that name and 
a Cameron. The provocation given hy the latter was — ‘ Name 
your chief.’ — The return of it at once was, — * You are a fool.’ 
They went out next morning, but having early notice of it, I 
sent a small party of soldiers after them, which, in all proha- 
hility, prevented some barbarous mischief that might have 
ensued : for the cbiefie&s Highlander, who is himself a petty 
chieftain, was going to the place appointed with a small sword 
and pistol, whereas the Cameron (an old man) took with him 
only his broadsword, according to the agreement. 

‘'When all was over, and I had, at least seemingly, recon- 
ciled them, I was told the words, of which I seemed lo think 
but slightly, were, to one of the elan, the greatest of all pro- 
vocations.”— Lettf/w/zoni Scotland, vol. ii. p. 221. 


Note 2 Q. 

a low and lonelj/ cell. 

By many a bard, in Celtic tongue. 

Has Coir^nan-Uriskiii P.201. 

This is a very steep and most romantic hollow in the moun- 
tain of Benvenue, overhanging the south-eastern extremity of 
Loch Katrine. It is surrounded with stupendous rocks, and 
overshadowed with birch-trees, mingled with oaks, the spon- 
taneous production of the mountain, even where its cliffs ap- 
pear denuded of soil. A dale in so wild a situation, and amid 
a people whose genius bordered on the romantic, did not re- 
main without appropriate deities. The name literally im- 
plies the Corri, or Den, of the Wild or Shaggy men. Perhaps 
this, as conjectured by Mr. Alexander Campbell,! may have 
originally only implied its being the haunt of a ferocious ban- 
ditti. But tradition has ascribed to the Urisk, who gives 
name to the cavern, a tlgare between a goat and a man ; in 
short, however much the classical reader may be startled, 
pjeciscly that of the Grecian Satyr. The Ui’lsk seems not to 
nave inlierited, with the form, the petulance of tlic sylvan 
deity of the classics : his occupation, on the centrary, resem- 
bled those of Milton’s Lubbar Fiend, or of the Scottish Brow- 
nie, though lie differed from both in name and appearance. 
“ The Urisk%” says Dr. Graham, “ were a set of lubberly su- 
pentaturals, who, like the Brownies, could be gained over by 
kind attention, to perform the dnidgery of the farm, and it was 
believed that many of the families in the Highlands had one 
of the order attached to it. They were sux)posed to he dis- 
persed over the Highlands, each in his own wild recess, but 
the solemn stated meetings of the order were regularly held 
in this Cave of Bciiventie. This current superstition, no 
doubt, alludes to some circumstance in the ancient history of 
this country.”— S't'ewi?r2/ on the Southern Confines of Perthshire, 
p. 39, 1800.— It must be owned that the Coir, or Den, does not, 
in its present state, meet our ideas of a subterraneous grotto, 
or cave, being only a small and narrow cavity, among huge 
fragments of rocks rudely piled together. But such a scene 
is liable to convulsions of nature, which a Lowlander cannot 


t Journey from F.dinbnrgh, 1802, p, M), 


estimate, and which may have choked up what was originally 
a cavom. At least the name and tradition warrant the au- 
thor of a fictitious tale to assert its having been such at thtf 
remote period in which this scene is laid. 


' Note 2 R. ' 

The wild pass of Bcal-nam-bo. — P. 201. 

Bealach-nam-ho, or the pass of cattle, is a most magnificent 
glade, overhung with aged hirch-trees, a little higAr up the 
mountain than the Coir-nan-Uriskin, treated of in a former 
note. The whole composes the most sublime piece of sce- 
nery that imagination can conceive. 


' Note 2S. . ' . 

J single page, to bear his sword, 

Alo7ie attended on his P. 203. 

A Highland chief, being as absolute in his patriarchal au- 
thority as any prince, had a corresponding number of oflicers 
attached to his person. Ho had his body-guards, called 
Lnlehttach, yncked from his clan for strength, activity, and 
entire devotion to his person. These, according to their de- 
sorts, were sure to share abundantly in the rude profusion of 
his hospitality. It is recorded, for example, by tradition, that 
Allan MacLean, chief of that clan, happened upon a time to 
hear one of these favourite retainers observe to his comrade, 
that their chief grew old— “ Whence do you infer that?” 
replied the other.— “ When was it,” rejoined the first, “ that 
a soldier of Allan’s was obliged, as I am now, not only to eat 
the flesh from the bone, but even to tear off the inner skin, or 
filament?” The hint was quite sufficient, and MacLean next 
morning, to relieve his followers from such dire necesRity, 
undertook an inroad on the mainland, the ravage of w'hich 
altogether effaced the memory of his former expeditions for 
the like purpose. 

Our officer of Engineers, so often quoted, has given ns a 
distinct list of the dome.stic officers who, independent of 
LuicMtaeh, or gardes dc corpis, belonged to the establishment 
of a Highland Chief. ThG.se are, 3. The Henchman. Sco 
these Notes, p. 23.9. 2. The Bard. See p. 234. 3. Bladler, or 
spokesman. 4. GUUc-more, or sword-bearer, alluded to in 
the text. S. Gillle-easflue, who carried the chief, if on foot, 
over the fords. 6, Gillie-comstralne, wlio leads the chiefa 
horse. 7. GilUe-Truslia^iai'msh, the baggage man. 8. The 
2 )iper. 9. The piper’s gillie or attendant, who carries the 
bagpipe.2 Although this appeared, naturally enough, very 
ridiculous to an English officer, who considered the master of 
such a retinue as no more than an English gentleman of ci‘o<K> 
a-year, yet in the circumstances of the chief, whoso strength 
and importance consisted in the number and attachment of 
his followers, it was of the last consequence, in point of po- 
licy, to have in his gift subordinate offices, which called im- 
mediately round his person those who were most devoted to 
him, and, being of value in their estimation, were also tho 
means of rewarding them. 


Note 2 T. 

The Taghainn call'd ; by which, afar. 

Our sires foresaw the events o/tcan— P, 203^ 

The Highlanders, like all rude people, had various super- 
stitious modes of inquiring into futurity. One of the most 


2 Letters from Scotland, vol ii. » 35. 
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The choicest of Ihe prey ice had, 

When swept oar hierry-Mtcn GcUangad. 


That huge diJF, ivhosc ample vcrgi 

TradiUoii calls tkc Hero's Targe.'~~V. 


^ The reauer may have met with the story of the ** King of cribed to Gregor iiIae,CTegor of Olengyle, culletl Ghlunc Hha, 
the Cats,” in Lord Littleton’s Letters. It is well kiio%vii in or Black-lcuee, a relation of Rob Roy, but, as I have been as- 
tlie liighlands as a nursery tale. sured, not addicted to his predatory excesses.-— -Yyfe to ThU-d 

2 Tj.is anecdote w'as, in f,;.-mer editions, inaccurately as- Editkm. 
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heroic sonffs, first pu))Iishtif in and repniited in Jfif?.'!, 
inscribed by Anders Sofrensen, the collector and editor, to 
Sophia Queen of Denmark. I have been favoured with a 
literal translation of the original, by my learned friend. Mr« 
Bnbert Jamieson, whose deep knowledge of Scandinavian an- 
tiquities will, I hope, one flay be displayed in illustration of tho 
history of Scottish Ballad and Song, for which no man possesses 
more ample materials. The story will remind the readers of 
the Border Minstrelsy of the tale of Y oung Tamlane. But thin 
is only a solitary and not very marked instance of coincidence, 
whereas several of the other ballads in the same collection 
find exact counterparts in the Kmmpc f^iser. Which may 
have been the originals, will be a question for future antiqua- 
ries. Mf. Jamieson, to secure the power of literal translation, 
has adopted the old Scottish idiom, which approaches so near 
to that of the Danish, as almost to give word for word, as well 
as line for line, and indeed in many verses the orthography 
alone is altered. As Wester Haf^ mentioned in the first 
stanzas of the ballad, means the West Sea, in opposition to 
the Baltic, or East Sea, Mr. Jamieson inclines to he of opinion, 
that the scene of the disenchantment is laid in one of the 
Orkney, or Hebride Islands. To each verse in the original is 
added a burden, having a kind of meaning of its own, but not 
applicable, at least not uniformly applicable, to tlie sense of 
the stanza to which it is subjoined: this is very common both 
in Danish and Scottish song. 


Note 


mtehfng while the deer is hroke. 

Mis morset claim with sullen croak 203. 


Broke— Every thing belonging to the chase wms 
matter of solemnity among our ancestors; but nothing was 
more so than the mode of cutting up, or, as it was technically 
called, breaking, the slaughtered stag. The forester had his 
allot ted portion ; the hounds had a certain allowance ; and, to 
make the division as general as possible, the very birds had 
their share also. “ There is a little gristle,” says Turberville, 
which is upon the si»oone of the brisket, which we call the 
raven’s bone ; and I have seen in some places a raven so wont 
and accustomed to it, that she would never fail to croak and 
cry for it all the time you wx-re in breaking up of the deer, 
and would not depart till she had it.” In the very ancient 
metrical romance of Sir Tristrem, that peerless knight, who is 
said to have been the very do. vibcr of all rules of chase, did not 
omit the ceremony : — 


The rauen he yaue his yiftes 
Sat on the fourched tre.” 


Sir Tristrem. 


The raven might also challenge his rights by the Book of St. 
Albans; for thus says Dame Juliana Berners 


“ Slitteth anon 

The bely to the side, from the corbyn bone ; 
Tlmt is corbyn’s fee, at the death he will be. 


T.HE EDFIN GRAY. 


TUANSLATKO VROM THE DANISH K.^SMPR VISKR, p. 143. 
AND FIRST PUBLISHED IN 151)1. 


Jonson, in “ The Sad Shepherd,” gives a more poetical ac- 
eount of the same ceremony:— 


Der Upper en void i Tester Haf, 

JDeraptcr en bonde at hppp^: 

Handfiirer did haadi hop og himd^ 

Op apter der am vinteren at Ugge. 

(De VILDB Dlim OG DIURENE UDI 8KOFVEN. 


“ J/ariau.— He that undoes liim. 

Doth cleave the brisket bone, upon the spoon 
Of which a little gristle grows— you call it— 

Bi)hm ifood.— The raven’s hone, 

J/ar/au.— JS’ow o’er head sat a raven 
On a sere bough, a grown, great bird, and hoarse, 
Who, all the while the deer was breaking up, 

So croak’d and cried for’t,as ail the huntsmen, 
Espsdully old Scathlock, thought it ominous.” 


There ligg.s a wold in Wester Haf, 

There a husbande means to bigg, 

And thither he carries baith hawk and ho; 

There meaning the winter to ligg. 

{77^e wild deer and dues f the sham out » 


He taks wi’ him baith hound and cock 
The langer he means to stay, 

The wild deer in the shaw's that are 
May sairly me the day. 

{The wild deer, 


Which spills the foremost foemaids life, 
7?iat party conquers in the strife.’*— P. 204. 


Though this be in the test described as a res];onse of the 
Taghairm, or Oracle of the Hide, it was of itself an augury 
frequently attended to. The fate of the battle was often an- 
ticipated in the imagination of the combatants, by observing 
which party first shed blood. It is said that the Highlanders 
under Montrose were so deeply imbued with this notion, that, 
on the morning of the battle of Tippermoor, they murdered a 
defenceless herdsman, whom they found in the fields, merely 
to secure an advantage of so much consequence to their 
party. , ■ • 


He*s liew’d the beech, and he’s fell’d the allc, 
Sae lias he the poplar gray ; 

And grim in mood was the grewsome eif, 
That be sae bald he may. 


He hew’d him kipples, he hew’d him hawk 
Wi’ mickle moil and haste , 

Syne speer’d the Elf i’ the knock that 
“ Wha’s hacking here sae fast?” 


Alice Brand.’— P. 205. 

This little fairy tale is founded upon a very curious Danish 
iilad, which occurs in the Keempe Tiser, a collection of 


Syne up and spak the wdest Elf, 
Crean’d as an immert sma: 

It’s here is come a Christian man 
I’ll fley him or he ga.” 


APPENDIX TO THE 

6 . 

It’s up syne started the firsten Elf, 

And glower’d about sae grim : 

^ It’s we’ll awa’ to the liusbande's house. 

And hald a court on him. 

1 . 

♦* Here hews he down baith skiigg and shaw, 

And works us skaith and scorn : 

His huswife he sail gie to me 
They’s rue the day they were bom ! ” 

8 . . 

The Elfen a’ i’ the knock that were, 

Gaed dancing in a string ; 

They nighed near the husband’s house ; 

Sae king their tails did hing. 

a : 

The hound he yowls i’ the yard. 

The herd toots in his horn ; 

The earn scraiglis, and the cock craws. 

As the Imsbande has gi’en him his corn, J 

10 . 

The Elfen were five score and seven, 

Sae laidly and sac grim ; 

And they the hushande’s guests maun be, 

To eat and drink wi’ him. 

11 . 

The hushande, out o’ Villcnshaw, 

At Ids winnock the Elves can see : 

“ Help me, now, Jesit, Mary’s son ; 

Thir Elves they mint at me ! ” 

12 . 

In every nook a cross he boost. 

In his chalnier maist ava ; 

The Elfen a’ were fley’cl thereat, 

And dew to the wild- wood shaw. 

13 . 

And some flew east, and some flew west, 

And some to the norwart flew ; 

And some they flew to the deep dale down. 

There still they are, I trow.2 

14 .. " ■ 

It was th en the weiest Elf, 

In at the door braids he ; 

Agast was the hushande, for that Elf 
For cross nor sign wad flee, 

15 , 

The huswife she was a canny vdfe. 

She set the Elf at the hoard ; 

She set before him haith ale and meat, 

Wi’ mony a weel- waled word, 

16 . 

Hear thou, Gudeman o’ Viflenshaw, 

What now I say to thee ; 

Wlia hade thee higg within our hounds. 

Without the leave o’ me? 


A This singular quatrain stands thus in the original 
“ Hunden hand gior i gaarden ; 

Hiorden tud^ i sit horn ; 

Oilmen skriger, og hanen galer, 

Som honden hafdd gifvet sit korn.” 


LADY OP THE LAKE. 

v;. 

" But, an' thou in our bounds will bigg. 
And bide, as well as may be. 

Then thou thy dearest husMufe maun 
To me for a lemman gie." 

' , m 

Up spak the luckless hushande then, 

As God the grace him gae ; 

“ Eline she isto me sae dear, 

Her thou may nae-gate liae. ” 

B. 

Till the Elf he answer’d as he cout!: ; 

“ Let but my huswife be. 

And tak whate’er, o’ gude or gear. 

Is mine, awa wi’ thee.”— 

20 , 

“ Then I’ll thy Eline tak and thee, 
Aneath my feet to tread ; 

And hide thy goud and white raonie 
Aneath my dwaliing stead.” 

21 . 

The hushande and his househald a’ 

In sary rede they join : 

“ Far better that she be now forfalrn, 
Nor that we a’ should tyne.” 

22 . 

Up, -will of rede, the hushande stood, 

Wi’ heart fu* sad and sair ; 

And he has gien his bus wife Eline 
Wi’ the young Elfe to fare. 

23 . 

Then hlyth greiv he, and sprang about : 

He took her in his arm : 

The rud it left her comely cheek ; 

Her heart was clem'd wi’ harm. 

24 . 

A waefu’ woman then she was aue, 

And the moody tears loot fa’ : 

“ God rew on me, unseely wife, 

How hard a weird I fa’ ! 

. 25 . 

My fay I plight to the fairest wiglit 
That man on mold mat see 
Maun I now mell wi* a laidly El, * 
His light lemman to be ?” 

26 . 

He minted ance— -he minted twice, 

Wae wax’d her heart that syth : 

Syne the iaidliest fiend he grew that e’er 
To mortal ee did kyth. 

■ 27. 

When he the tliirden time can mint 
To Mary’s son she pray’d. 

And the laidly Elf was clean awa, 

And a fair knight in his stead. 


2 In the Danish : — 

Sommd fioyfe oster, og sommfe fidy^ vester, 
KoglC floye n6r paa ; 

Nogle floye ned i dybenh dal6, 

Jeg troer de ere der endnu.” 
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SB. 

This fell under a linden green, 

That again his shape he found ; 

O’ wae and care -was the word nac mair, 
A* were sae glad that stound. 

fiO. 

0 dearest Eline, liear thou this, 

And thou my wife sail be, 

And a’ the goud in merry England 
Sae freely I'll gi’e thee! 

m. ■■ ■ 

** Whan I was but a little wee bairn, 
My mither died me fra ; 

My stepmither sent me awa* fra her ; 

1 turn’d till an Slfin Oray. 

31. 

To thy husbanae I a gift will gie, 

Wi’ mickle state and gear, 

As mends for Eline his huswife 
TIiou’s be my heartis dear.”— 


“ Thou nohil knyght, we thank now God 
That has freed us frae skaith ; 

Sae wed tho;i thee a maiden free. 

And joy attend ye baith ! 

■ ."33. ■ 

““ Sin’ I to thee nae maik can he 
My dochter may be thine ; 

And thy gud will right to fulfill, 

Lat this be our prophie.*’— 

.■ .■ 34.. 

■“ I thank thee, Eline, thou wise \Yoim.n ; 

My praise thy worth sail ha’e ; 

And thy lore gin I fail to win, 

Thou here at hame sail stay." 

35. 

The husbande biggit now on his tie, 

And nae ano wrought him wrang ; 

His dochter wore crown in Engeland, 

And happy lived and lang. 

36 . 

Now Eline, the husbande’s huswife, has 
Cour’d a’ iier grief and harms ; 

She's mither to a noble queen 
That sleeps in a kingis arms. 

GLOSSARY. 

St. 1, a wood; woody fastness. 

Hiishandes from the Dan. hon, with, and honde, a villain, 
or bondsman, who vrns a cultivator of the ground, and 
could not quit the estate to which he was attached, 
without the permission of his lord. This is the sense 
of the Yvord, in the old Scottish records. In the Scot- 
tish “ Burghe Laws," translated from the Meg. Majest 
( Auchinleck MS. in the Adv. Lib.) it is used indiscri- 
minately with the Dan. and Swed. honde. 

Bigg, build. 

■ ligg, lie. : 

JDaes, does. 

Xu ill}, wood, 

Saitly, sorely. 

3. Jik, oak. 

0reu}itme, terrible. 

Bald, bold. 


4. Kipph'S, (couplcsl, beams ioincd nt ton. for 

porting a roof, in build mg. 

JBawks, balks ; cross beams. 

3Ioil, laborious industry. 

Speer*d, asked. 

Knock, hillock. 

5. Weiest, smallest. 

Crean'd, shrunk, diminished ; from the Gaelic, CTian 
very small. 

Imviert, emmet ; ant. 

Christian, used in the Danish ballads, &c. in contra- 
distinction to demo7iiac, as it is in England in contra- 
distinction to hnttc ,* in which sense, a person of the 
lower class in England, would call a Jew or a Turk a 
Christian. 

Fley, frighten. 

6. stared. 

Bald, hold, 

7. Skugg, shade. 

Skaith, harm. 

8. Nighed, approached. 

.0, Yowls, howls. 

Toots.-4n the Dan. tude is applied both to the howlia 1 
of a dog, and the sound of a horn. 

Scraighs, screams. 

10. Laidly, loathly ; disgustingly vgly. 

Grim, fierce. . 

11. fFinmck, window. 

BHiii, aim at, 

12. Coost, cast. 

Chalmer, chamber, 

Sraist, most. 

Ava, of all. 

13. Norivart, northward. 

Trow, believe. 

14. Braids, strides quickly fortvard. 

/Fad, would. 

15. Canny, adroit. 

3Tomj, many. 

TFeel-walcd, well chosen. 

17. An, if. 

Bide, abide. 

Lemman, mistress. 

18. Nae-gate, nowise. 

19. Couth, could, knew how to 
Lat be, let alone. 

Glide, goods ; propertv 

20. Aneath, beneath. 

Dwalling'.^tead, dwelling-plac»- 

21. Sary, sorrowful. 

Bede, counsel ; consultation. 

Forfairn, forlorn ; lost ; gone, 

Tyne, (verb neut.) be lost ; perish. 

22. /F/d Q/’mfr, bewildered in thought ; in the Danish orf* 

ginal “ vildraadage,'" Lat. inops consilii Gr, 
This expression is left among the desiderata 
in the Glossary to Ritson’s Romances, and has never 
been explained. It is obsolete in the Danish as well 
as in English. 

Fare, go. 

23. Bud, red of the cheek. 

Clem’d, in the Danish, ,* (which in the north of 
England is still in use, as the word stai'veil is with us ; 
brought to a dying state. It is used by our old come- 
dians. 

Harm, grief ; as in the original, and in the old Teutonic, 
English, and Scottish poetry. 

24. WacfiC, woeful. 

3Ioody, strongly and wilfully passionate. 

Mm, take rath ; pity. 

Vmeely, unhappy ; unbIcat. 

Wtird, fate. 







;5 ; ; ' t ; | f f t [ -■ 




APPENDIX TO THE LADY OF THE LAKE. 


P^a, (Ifil. Daa.andSwed,) take*, get; acquire; procure; 
have for my lot.— This Gothic verb answers, in its di- 
rect and secondary significations, exactly to the Latin 
capios and Allan Eamsay was right in his definition 
of it. It is quite a different word froni^’, an abbre- 
viation of */aU, or befall ; and is the principal root in 
FANGKN, to fang, take, or lay hold of. 

St5. faith. 

Mold, mould ; earth. 

Mat, mote ; might. ! 

Maun, must. i 

Mell, mix. ' 

El, an elf. This term, in the Welsh, signifies what has _ 
in itself the poiver of motion ; a moving 2n'mc'iple; an j 
intdligmcc ; a spirit: an angel. In the Hebrew it ; 
bears the same import. i 

23 Minted, attempted; meant ; showed a tnind, or inten- ' 
lion to. The original is 

“ Hand hende forst—og anden gang;— 

Hun giordis i hiortet sa vee : 

End blef hand den lediste deif-vel 
Mand kunde med 5yen see. 

Der hand vilde minde den tredie gang,” &c. 
tide ; time. 

Kvth, appear. 

28. iStowndT, hour ; time; moment. 

29. Merry (old Teut. wiere), famous ; renowmed ; answering, 

in its etymological meaning, exactly to the Latin mac- 
tus* Hence merry-men, as the address of a chief to 
his followers ; meaning, not men of mirth, hut of re- 
nown. The term is found in its original sense in the 
Gael, mara, and the Welsh maivr, great ; and in the 
oldest Teut. Romances, mar, incr, and mere, have 
sometimes the same signification. 

31. 3Iends, amends; recompense. 

33. 3fa‘iJc, match ; peer ; equal. 

Propine, pledge ; gift. 

35. tie, an island of the semid magnitude ; an island of the 

first magnitude being called a land, and one of the | 
third magnitude a holm. 

36. Cour% recover’d. 

THE GHAIST’S WARNING. 

translated prom the DANISH K.SMPE VISER, p. 721* 

By the permission of Mr. Jamieson, this ballad is added f mm 
the satne curious Collection. It contains some passages 
of great pathos. 


Sae Heath’s come there intill that ateao, 

And that winsome lily flower is dead. 

That swain he has ridden him «p under de, 

And syne he has married auither may. 

He’s married a may, and he’s fesaen her hamo^ 

But she was a grim and a laidly dame. 

When into the castell court drave she, 

The seven bairns stood wi’ the tear in their ce. 

The bairns they stood wi’ dule and doubt 
She up wi’ her foot, and she kick’d them ou t 

Nor ale nor mead to the baimies she gave : 

“ But hunger and hate frae me ye’s have.” 

She took frae them the howster blae. 

And said, “Ye sail ligg i’ the bare strae ! ” 

She took frae them the groff wax light ; 

Says, “ Now ye sail ligg i’ the mirk a’ night I ” 

’Twas lang i* the night, and the baimies grat : 

Their mither she under the mools heard that ; 

That heard the wife under the eard that lay : 

“ For sooth maun I to my baimies gae I ” 

That wife can stand up at our Lord’s knee, 

And “ May I gang and my baimies see ? ” 

She prigged sae sair, and she prigged sae lang, 

That he at the last ga’e her leave to gang. 

“ And thou sail come back when the cock does craw 
For thou nae longer sail hide awa.” 

Wi’ her hanes sae stark a bowt she gae ; 

She’s riven baith wa’ and marble gray .3 

Whan near to the dwalling she can gang, 

The dogs they avow’d till the lift it rang. 

When she came till the castell yett. 

Her eldest dochtcr stood thereat, 

“ Why stand ye here, dear doch ter mine ? 

How are sma* brithers and sisters thine ? 


Svend Eyring hand rider sig op under di, 

( Vari jeg selver wig} 

DcrfcssU hand sig saa ven en mGL 
{3Iig lyster udi lunden at ricii,] ^c. 

Child Gyring has ridden him up under 6e, * 
( And 0 gin 1 icere young !) 

There wedded he him sae fair^ a may. 

( r the greenwood it lists me to ride.) 

Thegither they lived for seven lang year, 
(And 0, 4-c.) 

And they seven bairns hac gotten in feve. 
(V the greenwood, 4'C.} 


“ For sooth ye’re a woman baith fair and fine ; 
But ye are nae dear mither of mine.”— 

** Och ! how should I be fine or fair ? 

My cheek it is pale, and the ground’s my lair. - 

“ My mither was white, wi’ cheek sae red ; 

But thou art wan, and liker ane dead.”— 

" Och ! how should I be white and red, 

Sae lang as I’ve been cauld and dead ? ” 

When she cam till the ehalmer in, 

Do\vn the hairns’ cheeks the tears did rin. 


I “ Under oe.”— The original expression has been preserved of the Scottish bonny, which has so much puzzled all the c 
here and elsewhere, because no other could be found to sup- mologists. 


ply its place. There is just as much meaning in it in the 
translation as in the original ; but it is a standard Danish bal- 
lad phrase ; and as such, it is hoped, will be allowed so pass. 

2 Fa/?'.”— The Dan. and Swed. ven, veen, or vemie, and 

tlie Gael, hdn, in the oblique ciises bhdn, {vdn], is the origin 


3 The original of this and the following stai):sa is veryfne. 
“ Hun skod op sine modigfe been, 

Der revenede muur og graa marmorsteen. 

Der bun gik igennem den by. 

Be kundi de tudi saa kuji i sky." 
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Slie Luskit the tane, ami i.he brush'd it there; 

She kern’d and plaited the tither’s hair. 

The thirden she doodl'd upon her knee. 

And the fourtheii shedichted sae cannilie. 

She’s ta’en the dfthen upon hear lap, 

And sweetly suckled it at her pap. 

Till her eldest dochter syne said she. 

Ye bid Child Dyridg come here to me.” 

Wlian be cam till the chalmer in, 

Wi’ aiigiy mood she said to him : 

left you routh o’ ale and bread : 

My baimies quail for hunger and need. 

I left aliind me hraw bovrstcrs hlac ; 

My bairnies are liggin’ i’ the bare strae. 

I left ye sae raony a groff wax-light ; 

Ify bairnies ligg i* the mhk a’ night. 

“ (fin aft I come back to visit thee, 

Wae, dowy, and weary thy luck shall be.” 

Up spak little Kirstin in bed that lay : 

To thy bairnies I’ll do the best I may.” 

Aye when they heard the dog nirr and bell, 

Sae ga’e they the bairnies bread and ale. 

Aye whan the dog did wow, in haste 

They cross’d and sain’d themsells frae the ghaist. 

Aye whan the little dog yowl’d, with fear 
(And Ogm I were young !) 

They shook at the thought the dead was near. 
ir the greenwood it lists me to ride.) 
or, 

( Fair icords sac many a heart they cheer,) 


GLOSSARY. 

8t. I. maid. 

L/sis, pleases. 

2. ii’tmrl, place. 

3. Bairns, chiklrcn. 

In fere, together. 

JTnnsonh\ engaging ; giving joy, (old Tent.) 

4. Syne, then. 

5. Fmcn, fetched ; brought. 

(k Drai% drove. 

7- Bnie, sorrow. 

Bout, fear. 

8. Bou'ster, bolster ; cushion ; bed. 

Bias, blue. 

Strac, straw. 

10. great; large in girt. 

iffark, mirk; dai’k. 
n. La)ig r the night, late. 

Grai, wept. 

mould ; earth. 

12. Fard, earth. 

■ ,.,Ga0,.gQ. 

14. Prigged, entreated earnestly and persevcringlj\ 


.. bolt ; elastic spring,, like, .that' of, a 

from a bo w. 

'iZ/i'cn, split asunder* ■ 

IFa\ wall. 

' 17. ;r<?M?V4 . howled. , 

sky, firmament ; fthtv 
18. Yett, gate. 

W. Sma*, small. 

22. L'/re, complexion. 

23. Cald, cold. 

24. Till, to. 

Bin, run. 

25. Bmkit, dressed. 

Kerfd, combed. 

the other. 

28. plenty. 

are quelled ; die. 

Need, want. 

29. behind. 

Braw, brave ; fine. 

31. IfOR’//, sorrowful. 

33. Nirr, snarl. 

bark. 

34. Sained, blessed ; literally, signed with the sign of the 

cross. Before the introduction of Christianity, Miines 
were used in saining, as a spell against the power of 
enchantment and evil genii. 

Ghaist, ghost. 


Note 2 Z. 


— the moody Elfin King. --V.WG. 

In a long dissertation upon the Fairy Superstitions, pub- 
lished in the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, the most va- 
luable part of which was supplied by my learned and indefa- 
tigable friend, Dr. John Leyden, most of the circumstances 
are collected which can throw light upon the popular belief 
which even yet prevails respecting them in Scotland. Dr. 
Grahame, author of an entertaining w'ork upon the Scenery of 
the Perthshire Highlands, already frequently quoted, has 
recorded, with great accuracy, the peculiar tenets held by the 
Highlanders on this topic, in the vicinity of Loch Katrine. 
The learned author is inclined to deduce the whole mytholo- 
gy from the Druidical system,— an oiiinion to which there are 
many objections. 

“ The Daoine SM\ or Men of Peace of the Highlanders, 
though not absolutely malevolent, are believed to be a peev- 
ish, repining race of being.?, who, possessing themselves but a 
scanty portion of happiness, are supposed to envy mankind 
their more complete and substantial enjoyments. They are 
supposed to enjoy in their suhterraueous recesses a sort of 
shadowy happiness, —a tinsel grandeur; which, however, they 
would willingly exchange for the more solid joys of mortality. 

They are believed to inhabit certain round grassy emi- 
nences, where they celebrate their nocturnal festivities by 
the light of the moon. About a mile beyond the source of 
the Forth above Lochcon, there is a place called Coirshfan, 
or the Cove of the Men of Peace, which is still supposed to be 
a favourite place of their residence. In the neighbourhood 
are to be seen many round conical eminences ; particularly 
one, near the head of the lake, by the skirts of which many 
are still afraid to pass after sunset. It is believed, that if, on 
Hallow-eve, any person, alone, goes round one of these hills 
nine times, towards the left hand (sinistrorstm) a door shall 
open, by which he will be admitted into their subterraneous 
abodes. Many, it is said, of mortal race, have been entertained 
in their secret recesses. There they have been received into 
the most splendid apartments, and regaled with the most 
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sumptuous banqufits, and delicious wines. Their females 
surpass the daughters of men in beauty. The seemingly hap- 
py inhabitants pass their time in festivity, and in dancing to 
notes of the softest music. But unhappy is the mortal who 
joins in their joys, or ventures to partake of their dainties. 
By this indulgence, he forfeits for ever the society of men, 
and is hound down irrevocably to the condition of Shi'kTi, or 
Man of Peace. 

** A woman, as is reported in the Highland tradition, was 
conveyed, in days of yore, into the secret recesses of the Men 
of Peace. There she was recognised by one who had formerly i 
been ati ordinary mortal, but who had, by some fatality, be- ' 
come associated with the Shi’ichs. This acquaintance, still 
retaining some portion of human benevolence, warned her of 
her danger, and counselled her, as she valued her liberty, to 
abstain from eating and drinking with them for a certain 
space of time. She complied with the counsel of her friend ; 
and when the period assigned was elapsed, she found herself 
again upon earth, restored to the society of mortals. It is 
added, that when she examined the viands which had been 
presented to her, and which had appesired so tempting to the 
eye, they were found, now that the enchantment -was remo- 
ved, to consist only of the refuse of the earth. ’’-—P. I 07 -.III. 


Brown dwarf, that o*er the moorland strays. 
Thy name to Keeldar tell !* — 

The Brown man of the Moors, who stays 
Beneath the heather-bell. 


‘ ’Tis sweet beneath the heather-bell 
To live in autumn brown; 

And sweet to hear the lav’rock’s swell. 
Par, far from tower and tovra. 


‘ But woe betide the shrilling horn, 
The chase’s surly cheer! 

And ever that hunter is forlorn. 
Whom first at morn I hear.’ ” 


The poetical picture here given of the Buergar corresponds 
exactly with the following Northumbrian legend, with which 
I was lately favoured by my learned and kind friend, Mr. 
Surtees of Mainsforth, who has bestowed indefatigable labour 
upon the antiquities of the English Border counties. The 
subject is in itself so curious, that the length of the note will, 
I hope, be pardoned. 

“ I have only one record to oiler of the appearance of our 
Northumbrian Buergar. My narratrix is Elizabeth Cock- 
buni, an old wife of Ofierton, in this county, whose credit, in 
a case of this Mud, will not, I hope, be much impeached, 
when I add, that she is, by her dull neighbours, supposed to 
be occasionally insane, but, by herself, to be at those times 
endowed with a faculty of seeing visions, and spectral appear- 
ances, v.'hich shun the common ken. 

“In the year before the great rebellion, two young men 
from Newcastle were sporting on the high moors above EIs- 
don, and after pursuing their game several hours, sat down 
to dine in a green glen, near one of the mountain streams. 
After ilieir repast, the younger lad ran to the brook for wa- 
ter, and after stooping to drink, was surprised, on lifting his 
head again, by the appearance of a brown dwarf, who stood 
on a crag covered with brackens, across the ])um. This ex- 
traordinary personage did not appear to be above half the 
stature of a common man, but was uncommonly stout and 
broad-built, having the appearance of vasst strength. His 
dress was entirely hrowm, the colour of the brackens, and his 
head covered with frizzled red hair. His countenance was 
expressive of the most savage ferocity, and his eyes glared 
like a hull. It seems he addressed the young man first, 
threatening him with his vengeance, for having trespassed on 
his demesnes, and asking him if he knew in whose presence 
he stood? The youth replied, that he now supposed him to 
be the lord of the moors; that he offended through igno- 
rance ; and offered to bring him the game he hail killed. The 
dwarf was a little mollified by this submission, but remarked, 
that nothing could be more offensive to him than such an 
offer, as he considered the wild animals as his subjects, and 
never failed to avenge their destruction. He con descended 
farther to inform him, that he was, like himself, mortal, 
though of years far exceeding the lot of common humanity ; 
and (what I should not have had an idea of) that he hoped 
for salvation. He never, he added, fed on any thing that had 
life, hut lived in the summer on wortle-berries, and in winter 
on nuts and apples, of which he had great store in the vroods. 
Finally, he invited his new acquaintance to accompany him 
home and partake his hospitality ; an offer which the youth 
was on the point of accepting, and was just going to spring 
across the brook (which, if he had done, says Elizabeth, the 
dwarf would certainly have torn him in pieces), when his foot 
•was arrested by the voice of his companion, who thought he 
had tarried long ; and on looking round again, * the wee brown 
man was fled.’ The story adds, that he was imprudent enough 
to slight the admonition, and to sport over the moors on his 
way homewards ; but soon after his return, he fell into a 
lingering disorder, and died within the year.” 


Why sowids yon stroke on heecJi and oak, 
Our moonlight circles screen P 
Or who comes here to chase the deer, 
Beloved of our EJfm Qiieenf—'B. 206. 


It has been already observed, that fairies, if not positively 
maievolent, are capricious, and easily offended. They are, 
like other proprietors of forests, peculiarly jealous of their 
rights of vert and venison, as appears from the cause of offence 
taken, in the original Danish ballad. This jealousy was also 
an attribute of the northern Buergar, or dwarfs ; to many of 
whose distinctions the fairies seem to have succeeded, if, in- 
deed, they are not the same class of beings. In the huge 
metrical record of German Chivalry, entitled the Helden- 
Buch, Sir Hildebrand, and the other heroes of whom it treats, 
are engaged in one of their most desperate adventures, from 
a rash violation of the rose-garden of an Elfin, or Dwarf 
King. 

Tijere are yet traces of a belief in this worst and most mali- 
cious order of Fairies, among the Border wilds. Dr. Leyden 
has introduced such a dwarf into his ballad entitled the Gout 
of Keeldar, and has not forgot his characteristic detestation 
of the chase. 


The third blast that young Keeldar blew, 
Still stood the limber fern, 

And a wee man, of swarthy hue. 
Upstarted by a cairn. 


His russet weeds were brown as heath 
That clothes the upland fell ; 

And the hair of his head was frizzly red 
As the purple heather-bell. 


An urchin, clad in prickles red. 
Clung eow’ring to his arm ; 

The hounds they ho-wl’d, and back' 
As struck by fairy charm. 


‘ Why rises high the stag-hound’s cry, 
\^’'kerc stag-hoimd ne’er should be? 
W by wake.s that horn the silent morn, 
Without tlie leave of me?’ — 



Note 3 B. 

„ may dare on woH to iomr 

The fairies’ fatal green9—V, 206. 

As the Baoine SM, or Men of Peace, wore green hahits, 
they were supposed to take offence T^rhen any mortals ven- 
tured to assume their favourite colour. Indeed, from some 
reason which has been, perhaps, originally a general super- 
stition, green is held in Scotland to be unlucky to particular 
tribes and counties. The Caithness men, who hold this be- 
lief, allege as a reason, that their bands wore that colour when 
they were cut off at the battle of Fiodden ; and for the same 
reason they avoid crossing the Ord on a Monday, being the 
day of the week on which their ill-omened array set forth. 
Green is also disliked by those of the name of Ogilvy ; but 
more especially is it held fatal to the whole clan of Grahame. 
It is remembered of au aged gentleman of that name, that 
when his horse fell in a fox-chase, he accounted for it at once 
by observing, that the whipcord attached to his lash was of 
this unlucky colour. 


this also he answered in the negative, lest, by such request, 
he should admit himself to be the father. On which the child 
was left untouched and unbaptized. W hereupon the mother, 
in extreme wrath, snatched up the infant and the cup, and 
retired, leaving the priestly cope, of which fragments are still 
in preservation. But this female denounced and imposed 
upon Sigward and his posterity, to the ninth generation, a 
singular disease, with which many of his descendants are 
afflicted at this day.” Thus wrote Einar Dudmond, pastor of 
the parish of Garpsdale, in Iceland, a man profoundly versed 
in learning, from whose manuscript it was extracted by the 
learned To-d&yx&.—HistoriaRrorfiKrakiU Hajhiee, 1715, 
fatio. 


Note 3 C. 

For Viou ivert christen'd inan.--'P. 206. 

The elves were supposed greatly to envy the privileges ac- 
quired by Christian initiation, and they gave to those mortals 
who had fallen into their power a certain precedence, founded 
upon this advantageous distinction. Tamlane, in the old 
ballad, describes his own rank in the fairy procession 

“ For I ride on a milk-vrliitc steed, 

And aye nearest the town ; 

Because I was a christen’d knight. 

They give me that renown.” 

I presume that, in the Danish hallad of the Elfin Gray (see 
Appendix, Note 3 A), the obstinacy of the “ Weiest Elf,” who 
would not flee for cross or sign, is to he derived from the cir- 
cumstance of his having been “christen’d man.” 

How eager the Elves were to obtain for their offspring the 
prerogatives of Christianity will be proved by the following 
story “ In the district called Haga, in Iceland, dwelt a 
nobleman called Sigward Forster, wiio had an intrigue with 
one of the subterranean females. The elf became pregnant, 
and exacted from her lover a firm promise that he would 
procure the baptism of the infant. At the appointed time, 
the mother came to the churchyard, on the wall of which she 
placed a golden cup, and a stole for the priest, agreeable to 
the custom of making an ofiering at baptism. She then stood 
a little apart. When the priest left the church, he enquired 
the meaning of what he saw, and demanded of Sigward if he 
avowed himself the father of the child. But Sigward, ashamed 
of the connection, denied the paternity. He was then inter- 
rogated if he desired that the child should be baptized ; but 


' CThis story is still current in the moors of Staffordshire, and 
adapted by the peasantry to their own meridian. I have re- 
peatedly heard it told, exactly as here, by rustics who could 
not read. My last authority was a 7iaikr near Cheadle.— 
B. Jamieson.] 

‘ “ One other legend, in a similar strain, lately communicated 
by a very intelligent young lady, is given, principally because 
it furnishes an opportunity of pursuing an ingenious idea sug- 
gested by Mr. Scott, in one of his learned notes to the Lady 
of the Lake 

£“ A young man, roaming one day through the forest, ob- 


Note 3 D. 


And gaily shities the Fairy-land— 

But all is glistening sliow.—F. 200. 

No fact respecting Fairy-land seems to be better ascertained 
than the fantastic and illusory nature of their apparent plea- 
sure and splendour. It has been already noticed in the fisr- 
mer quotations from Dr. Grahame’s entertaining volume, and 
may be confirmed by the following Highland tradition A 
woman, whose new-born child had been conveyed by them 
into their secret abodes, was also carried thither herself, to 
remain, however, only until she should suckle her infant. 
She one day, during this period, observed the Shi’rchs busily 
employed in mixing various ingredients in a boiling caldron *, 
and, as soon as the composition was prepared, she remarked 
that they all carefully anointed their eyes with it, laying the 
remainder aside for future use. In a moment when they were 
all abserit, she also attempted to anoint her eyes with tho 
precious drug, but had time to apply it to one eye only, when 
the Baoine Shi' returned. But with that eye she was hence- 
forth enabled to see every tiling as it really passed in their 
secret abodes. She saw every object, not as she hitherto had 
done, in deceptive splendour and elegance, but in its genuine 
colours and form. The gaudy ornaments of the apartment 
were reduced to the walls of a gloomy cavern. Soon after, 
having discharged her office, she was dismissed to her own 
home. Still, ho%vever, she retained the faculty of seeing, with 
her medicated eye, every thing that was done, any where in 
her presence, by the deceptive art of the order. One day, 
amidst a throng of people, she chanced to observe the Slii'kh, 
or man of peace, in whose possession she had left her child ; 
though to every other eye inrisible. Prompted by maternal 
affection, she inadvertently accosted him, and began to en- 
quire after the welfare of her child. The man of peace, 
astonished at being thus recognized by one of mortal race, 
demanded how she had been enabled to discover him. Awed 
by the ten-ible frown of his countenance, she acknowledged 
what she had done. He spat in her eye, and extinguished it 
for ever.”— Grahame’s Sketches, p. 116— llJl. It is very re- 
markable, that this story, translated by Dr, Grahame from 
popular Gaelic tradition, is to be found in the Otialinperialia 
of Gervase of Tilbury, t A work of great interest might he 


served a number of persons all dressed in green, issuing from 
one of those round eminences which are commonly accounted 
fairy hills. Each of them in succession called upon a person 
by name to fetch his horse, A caparisoned steed instantly ap- 
peared ; they all mounted, and sallied forth into the regions 
of air. The young man, like All Baba in the Arabian Nights, 
ventured to pronounce the same name, and called for his 
horse. The steed immediately appeared ; he mounted,^ and 
was soon joined to the fairy choir. He remained with them 
for a year, going about with them to fairs and weddings, and 
feasting, though unseen by mortal eyes, on the victuals that 
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compiled upon the origin of popular fiction, and the fransmis- 
Bion of similar tales from age to age, and from country to 
country. The mythology of one period ■would then appear to 
pass into the romance of the next century, and that into the 
nursery tale of the suhsequent ages. Such an investigation, 
while it went greatly to diminish our ideas of the richness of 
human invention, would also show, that these fictions, how- 
ever wild and childish, possess such charms forthe populace, 
asenahle them to penetrate into countries unconnected by 
manners and language, and having no apparent intercourse 
to afford the means of transmission. It would carry me far 
beyond my hounds, to produce instances of this community 
of fable among nations who never borrowed from each other 
any thing intrinsically worth learning. Indeed, the wide dif- 
fusion of popular fictions may he compared to the facility 
with which straws and feathers are dispersed abroad hy the 
wind, while valuable metals cannot be transported without 
trouble and labour. There lives, I believe, only one gentle- 
man, whose unlimited acquaintance with this subject might 
enable him to do it justice ; I mean my Mend, Mr. Francis 
Douce, of the British Museum, whose usual kindness will, I 
hope, pardon my mentioning his name, while on a subject so 
jclosely connected with his extensive and curious researches. 


Who mtr reck-di where, how, or when. 

The prowling fox was trapp'd or slain P. 210. 

St John actually used this illustration when engaged ia 
coniutingthe plea of law proposed for the unfortunate Eari 
of Strafford ; *‘ It was true, we gave laws to hares and deer, 
because they are beasts of chase ; but it was never accounted 
either cruelty or foul play to knock foxes or wolve.son the 
head as they can he found, because |hey are beasts of prey. 
In a word, the law and humanity were alike j the one being 
more fallacious, and the other more harharous, than in any 
age had been vented in sucli an authority. '’—CnAURNDON's 
History of the MheUion. Oxford, 1702, fol. vol. p. 


Ms Highland cheer, 

Theharden'djlcsh of mountain-deer.— V. 211. 

The Scottish Highlanders in former times, had a concise 
mode of cooking their venison, or rather of dispensing with 
cooking it, which appears greatly to have surprised the French 
whom chance made acquainted -with it. The V idam e of Char- 
ters, when a hostage in England, during the reign of Edward 
VL, was permitted to travel into Scotland, and penetrated as 
far as to the remote Highlands {au Jin fond des Sauvages). 
After a great hunting party, at which a most w’onderful quan- 
tity of game was destroyed, he saw' these Scottish Savages de- 
vour a part of their venison raw, without any farther prepa- 
ration than compressing it between tw'O batons of wood, so as 
to force out the blood, and render it extremely hard. This 
they reckoned a great delicacy ; and when the Vidamo par- 
took of it, his compliance with their taste rendered him ex- 
tremely popular. This curious trait of manners was com- 
municated by Mons. de Montmorency, a great friend of the 
Vidame, to Brantome, by whom it is recorded in Fies des 
Bommes Illusires, Hiscoiirs, Ixxxix. art. 14. The process by 
which the raw venison was rendered eatable is described very 
minutely in the romance of Perceforest, where Estonne, a 
Scottish knight-errant, having slain a deer, says to his com- 
panion Claudius: “Sire, or mangerez vous et moy aussi. 
Voire si nous anions dc feu, dit Claudius. Par Tamo de mon 
pere, dist Estonne, ie vous atourneray et cuiray a la maniere 
de nostre pays comrae pour cheuaHer errant. Lors tira son 
e.spee, et sen vint a la branche dung arhre, et y fait vng grant 
trou, et puis fend la branche hien dieux piedx, et boute la 
cuisse du serf entredeux, et puis prent le licol de son cheval, 
et en lye la branche, et destraint si fort, que Ie sang et les hu- 
meurs de la chair saillent hors, et demeure la chair doulce ct 
seiche. Lors prent la chair, et oste ius le cuir, et la chairs 
demeure aussi blanche eomme si "ee feust dang chappon. 
Dont dist a Claudius, Sire, ie la vous ay cuiste a la guise do 
mon pays, vous en pouez manger hardyement, car ie mange- 
ray premier. Lors met sa main a sa selle en vng lieu qxiil y 
auoit, et tire hors sel et poudre de poiure et gingembre, meslo 
ensemble, et Ie iecte dessus, et ie frote sus bien fort, puis le 
couppe a moy tie, et en donne a Claudius Tune des pieces, et 
puis raort en Tautre aussi sauoureussement quil cst aduis que 
il en feist la pouldre voller. Quant Claudius veit quil le man- 


Note 3 E. 


1 sunk down in a sinful fray. 

And, 'twLii life and death, was snatch'd away 
To the Joyless Elfin bower.— V. 206. 


The subjects of Fairy-land w'ere recruited from the regions 
of humanity by a sort of crimping system, wbich extended to 
adults as w'ell as to infants. Many of those who w'ere in this 
world supposed to have discharged the debt of nature, had 
only become denizens of the “Londe of Faery.” In the 
beautiful Fairy Romance of Orfee and Heurodiis (Orpheus 
and Eurydice) in the Auchinleck MS. is the following striking 
enumeration of persons tlms abstracted from middle earth. 
Mr. Ritson unfortunately puhlished this romance from a copy 
in w'hich the followipg, and many other highly poetical pas- 
sages, do not occur;— 


Then he gan hiholde about al, 

And seighc ful liggeand with in the wal, 
Of folk that were thidder y-hrought, 

And thought dede and nere nought ; 

Some stode withouten liadde ; 

And sum non armes iiade ; 

And some thurch the bodi hadde wounde 
And some lay wode y-boimde ; 

A nd sum armed on hors sete ; 

And sum astrangled as thai ete ; 

And sum war in water adreynt ; 

And sum w'ith fire al forschreynt ; 

Wives ther lay on childe bedde ; 

Sum dede, and sum awedde ; 

And w'onder fele ther lay besides, 

Eight as thai slepe her undertides : 

Echo -was thus in the warl y-nome, 

With fairi tuider y- come.” 


ing ; they threatened more tremendous vengeance. He 
a third time ; he blessed him as before. The fairies were en- 
raged ; they tumbled him from apreeipice *, but he found him- 
self unhurt, and was restored to the society of mortals.*’ — D r. 
Grahamr’s Skehdics, second edit. p. 2S3-7.”~SeoNote, “Fairy 
Superstitions,’* Rob Roy, N. edit 3 


were exhibited on those occasions. They had one day gone 
to a wedding where the cheer was abundant. During the 
feast, the bridegroom sneezed. The yoxing man, according 
to ilie usual custom, said, ‘ God bless you !’ The fairies were 
ofiended at the pronunciation of the sacred name, and assured 
him, that if he dared to rc]!eal it, they would punish him. 
The briclagroom sneezed a sccontl ti.nie. He repealed his bless- 
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gcoit dc tel goust, il en print grant fairn, et commence a man- 
ger tresvonlentiers, et dist a Estonne : Par Tame de moy, ie 
ne raangeay oncqucsniais de chair atournec de telle guise : 
mais doresenauant ie ne me retourneroye pas hors tie mon 
chemin par auoir la cuite. Sire, dist Estonne, quant is suis 
en desers d’Ecosse, dent ie suis seigneur, iecheuaucherayhuit 
iours on quinze que ie n’entreray en chastel ne en maison, et 
si ne Tcrray feu ne personne viuant fors que hestes sauuages, 
et de celles mangeray atournees en ceste mauiere, et mieulx 
roe plaira que la viande de rempereur. Ainsi sen vent raan- 
geant et cheuaAchant iusques adonc quilz arriuerent sur tine 
moult belle fontaine que estoit en vne valee. Quant Estonne 
la Tit 0 dist a Claudius, aliens boire a ceste fontaine. Or 
benuons, dist Estonne, du boir que le grant dieu a pourueu a 
toutes gens, et que me plaist mieulx que les ceruoises d’An- 
gleterrc.'*— Lti Treselegante Bystovre du tremohU My Mrcc- 
foresl Paris, 1531, fol. tome i. fob Iv, vers. 

After all, it may be doubted whetber la chaire nasti’ee, for 
so the French called the venison thus summarily prepared, 
was any thing more than a mere rude kind of deer-ham. 


Note 3 H. '■ 

Not ilien cMm*d sovereignty Ins due 
WhUe Alhonp, tdili feeble hand, 
Hddlorrovfdtrmchmi ofcommand,---!', ^12. 

There is scarcely a more disorderly period in Scottish his- 
tory than that which succeeded the battle of Flodden, and 
occupied the minority of James V. Feuds of ancient stand- 
ing broke out like old wounds, and every quarrel among the 
independent nobility, which occurred daily, and almost hour- 
ly, gave rise to fresh bloodshed, “ There arose,” says Pits- 
eottie, “ great trouble and deadly feuds in many parts of Scot- 
land, both in the north and west parts. The Master of Forbes, 
in the north, slew the Laird of Meldrum, under tryst:” (i, e. 
at an agreed and secure meeting.) /‘Likewise, the Laird of 
Drummclrier slew the Lord Fleming at the hawking ; and 
likewise there was slaughter among many other great lords.” 
— P. 121. Nor was the matter much mended under the go- 
vernment of the Earl of Angus ; for though he caused the 
King to ride througli all Scotland, “ under the pretence and 
colour of justice, to punish thief and traitor, none were found 
greater than were in their own company. And none at that 
time durst strive with a Douglas, nor yet a Doughis’s man ; 
for if they would, tliey got the worst. Therefore, none durst 
plainzie of no extortion, theft, reiif, nor slaughter, done to 
them by the Douglasses, or their men ; in that cause they 
were not hoard, so long as the Douglas had the court in guid- 
ing.”— 133. 


And while their rocky niinpiirts n-.uml they see 
The rough abode of want and libciiy, 

(As lawless force from confidence will grow). 

Insult the plenty of the vales IjcIow Y" 

Fragment on the AllUtncti of Kducaiion 
and Government, 

So far, indeed, was a Creagli, or foray, from being liehl dis- 
graceful, that a young chief was always expected to sho w hts 
talents for command so soon as be assumed it, by leading his 
dan on a successful enterprize of this nature, either against a 
neighbouring sept, for which constant feuds usually furnished 
an apology, oragainst the Sassenach, Soemm, or Lowlanders, 
for which no apology was necessary. The Gael, great tradi- 
tional historians, never forgot that the Lo wlands had, at some 
remote period, been the property of their Celtic forefathers, 
which furnished an ample vindication of all the ravages that 
they could make on the unfortunate districts which lay witli- 
in their reach. Sir .Tames Grant of Grant is in possession of 
a letter of apology from Cameron of LochicI, whose men had 
committed some depredation upon a farm called Mr>inos, oc- 
cupied by one of the Grants. LochicI assures Grant, that, 
however the mistake had liappened, his instnictions were ytre- 
eise, that the party should foray the province of Moray (a Low- 
land district), where, as he coolly observes, “ all men take 
their prey.” 


Note 3 K. 

-I only meant 


Note 3 L 


The Gael, ofplam and river heir. 

Shall, with strong hand, redeem kLs share.— V. 213. 

The ancient Highlanders verified in their practice the lines 
ofGray;— *• 

“ An iron race the mountain cliffs maintain, 

Foes to the gentler genius of the plain ; 

For where unwearied sinews must be found, 

With side-long plough to quell the flinty ground; 

To turn the torrent’s swift descending flood ; 

To tame the savage rushing from the wood ; 

What Wonder if, to patient valour train’d. 

They guard with spirit what by strength they gain'd : 


I'o show the reed on which yon leant, 

Beerning this path yort m'lght pursue 
Without a pass from Roderick Dlni.—V. 214. 

This incident, like some other passages in the poem, illus- 
trative of the character of the ancient Gael, is not imaginary, 
but borrowed from fact. The Highlanders, with the incon- 
sistency of most nations in the same state, were alternately 
capable of great exertions of generosity, and of cruel revenge 
and perfidy. The following story I can only quote from tra- 
dition, but with such an assurance from those by whom it was 
communicated, as permits me little doubt of its authenticity. 
Early in the last centuiy, John Gunn, a noted Cateraii, or 
Highland robber, infested Invcmess-shire, and levied black- 
mail up to the walls of the provincial capital . A garrison was 
then maiutainod in the castle of that town, and their imy 
(country banks being unknown) was usually transmitted in 
specie, under the guard of a small escort. It chanced that 
the officer who commanded this little jiarty was unexpectedly 
obliged to halt, about thirty miles from Inverness, at a miser- 
able inn. About night-fall, a stranger, in the Highland dress, 
and of very prepossessing appearance, entered the same house. 
Separate accommodation being impossible, the Englishman 
oflered the newly-arrived guest a part of his supper, which 
was accepted with reluctance. By the convemation he found 
his new acquaintance knew well all the passes of the country, 
which induced him eagerly to request his company on the en- 
suing morning. He neither disguised his business and charge, 
nor his apprehensions of that celebrated freebooter, John 
Gunn.— The Highlander hesitated a moment, and tlien frank- 
ly consented to be his guide. Forth tlmy set in the morning ; 
and, in travelling through a solitary and dreary glen, tim dis- 
course again turned on John Gunn. “ Would you like to see 
him?” said the guide; and, without waiting an answer to 
this alarming question, he whistled, and the English officer, 
with his small party, were surroumlcd by a body of High- 
landers, whose numbers put resistance out of question, and 
who were ail well armed. “ Stranger,” resumed the guide, 
“I am that very John Gunn by whom you feared to be inier- 
cepted, and not without cause; for I came to the Lin Utd 
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night with the express purpose of learning your route, that I 
and my followers might ease you of your charge hy the road. 
But I am incapable of betraying the trust you reposed in me, 
and having convinced you that you were in my power, I can 
only dismiss you unplundcred and uninjured.*’ He then gave 
the officer directions for his journey, and disappeared with 
his party as suddenly as they had presented themselves. 


0^ BocMsile the mouldering lines. 

Where Rome, the Empress of the world. 

Of yore her eagle-wings unfurl’d.— R. :ai4. 

The torrent which discharges itself from Loch Vennachar, 
the lowest and eastmost of the three lahos which form the 
scenery adjoining to the Trosachs, sweeps through a flat and 
extensive moor, called Bochastle. Upon a small eminence, 
called tho Bun of Bochastle, and indeed on the plain itself, 
are some intrenehments, which have been thought Koman. 
There is, adjacent to Cullender, a sweet villa, the residence 
of Ca]>tain Fuirfoul, entitled the Roman Camp. 

[“ One of tlie most entire and beautiful remains of a Roman 
encampment now to be found in Scotland, is to be seen at 
Ardoch, near Greenloaning, about six miles to the eastward 
of -Dunblane. This encampment is supposed, on good grounds, 
to have been constructed during the fourth campaign of Agri- 
cola in Britain ; it is lOGO feet in length, and 000 in breadth ; 
it could contain 211, 000 men, according to the ordinary distri- 
bution of the Roman soldiers in their encampments. There 
appears to Itave been three or four ditches, strongly fortified, 
surrounding the camp. Tho four entries crossing the lines 
are still to be seen distinctly. Tho general's quarter rises 
above the level of the camp, but is not exactly in the centre. 
It is a regular square of twenty yards, enclosed with a stone 
wall, and containing the foundation-s of a house, ,‘1<) feet by 20. 
There is a subterraneous communication, with a smaller en- 
campment at a little distance, in which several Roman 
helmets, spears, &c., have been found. Prom this camp at 
Ardoch, the great Roman highway runs east to Bertha, about 
14 miles distant, where the Roman army is believed to have 
passed over the Tay into Strathmore.”— Gkahame.I 


Note 3 M, 

See, here, all vantageless I stand, 

Arm’d, like thyself, tvitli single h}'and.—R. 214. 

The duellists of former times did not always stand upon 
those punctilios respecting equality of arms, which are now 
judged essential to ffiir combat. It is true, that in former 
combats in the lists, the parties were, by the judges of the 
field, put as nearly as po3.sibIe in the same circumstances. 
But in private duel it was often otherwise. In that desperate 
combat which was fought between Quelus, a minion of Henry 
III. of France, and Antraguet, with two seconds on each side, i 
from which only two persons escaped alive, Quelus complained 
that his antagonist had over him the advantage of a poinard 
which he used in parrying, while his left hand, which he was 
forced to employ for the same purpose, was cruelly mangled. 
When he charged Antraguet with this odds, “ Thou hast done 
wrong,” answered he, “ to forget thy dagger at home. W^e are 
here to fight, and not to settle punctilios of arms.” In a similar 
duel, however, a younger brother of the house of Aubanye, in 
Angoulesme, behaved more generously on the like occasion, 
and at once threw away his dagger when his enemy challenged 
it as an undue advantage. But at this time hardly any thing 


can be conceived more horribly bnital and savage than the 
mode in which private quarrels w'ere conducted in France- 
Those who were most jealous of the point of honour, and 
acquired the title of Rufinas, did not scruple to take every 
advantage of strength, numbers, surprise, and arm.s, to ac- 
complish their revenge. The Sieur de Brantome, to whose 
discourse on duels I am obliged for these particulars, gives 
the following account of the death and principles of his friend, 
the Baron de Vitaux 

“ J’ay oui conter a un Tireur d'armes, qui apprit i Millaud 
k en tirer, lequel s’appelloit Seigneur le Jacques Ferron, de la 
viile d’Ast, qui avoit estd a moy, il fut despuis tii^ h Saincte- 
Basilleen Gascogne, lors quo Monsieur du Mayne Bassiegea 
lui servant dTngdnieur ; et de malheur, je Bavois addresse 
audit Baron qiielques trois moia auparavant, pour Bcxercer a 
tirer, bien qu’il en s^eust prou ; mais il no’eu fit compte •* et le 
laissant, Millaud s’en servit, et le rendit fort adroit. Cc Seig- 
neur Jacques done me raconta, qu’il s’estoit monte sur un 
noyer, assez loing, pour en voir le combat, ct qu’il ne vist 
jamais homme y allor plus braveinent, ny plus rtsolurat ut, 
ny de grace plus asscurde ny detenuinde. Il commenca do 
marcher de cinquaute pas vers son enneray, relevant sou vent 
ses moustaches en haut d’une main; et estant a vingt pas do 
son ennemy, (nonplustost,) il mitla main k Bespee qu’il tenoit 
en la main, non qu’il Beust tiree encore ; mais on marchant, il 
fit voller lo fourrean en Bair, en Ic secouant, ce qui est le beau 
de cela, et qui monstroit bien une grace de combat bica as- 
seurde et froide, et nullemcnt temcraire, comnie il y en a qui 
tii-ent leurs espees de cinq cents pas de Bennemy, voire de 
mille, comrae j’en ay veu aucuns. Ainsi monrut ee brave 
Baron, le parogon de France, qu’on nommoit tel, a bien ven- 
ger ses querelles, par grandes et delerminees resolutions, li 
n’estoit pas seulement estimd en France, mais en Italic, 
Espaigne, Allemaigne, en Boulogne et Angletcrre ; et de&i- 
roient fort les Etrangers, venant en France, le voir ; car je 
Bay veu, tant sa renommde volloit. Il estoit fort petit de 
corps, mais fort grand de courage. Ses ennemis disoient qu’ii 
ne tuoit pas bien ses goiis, que par advantages et supercheries. 
Oertos, je tiens de grands capitaines, et mesme d’ltaliens, qui 
ont estez d’autres fois les premiers vengeurs du monde, in 
ogni moclo, disoient-ils, qui ont tenu cette maxime, qu’uno 
supercherie ne se devoit payer que pur scmblable monnoye, 
et n’y alloit point la de ddshonneur.”— Gew/ow de Brantome, 
Paris, 17«7-8. Tome viii, p. flO-02. It may be necessary to in- 
form the reader, that this paragon of France was the most foul 
assassin of his time, and had committed many desperate 
murders, chiefly by the assistance of his hired banditti ; from 
which it may be conceived how little the point of honour of 
the period deserved its name. I have chosen to give my heroes, 
who are indeed of an earlier period, a stronger tincture of the 
spirit of chivalry. 


Note 3 N. 

Ill fared it then with Rodci'kk Dim, 

That on the field Ms targe he fkmo. 

For train’d abroad Ms arms to imcld 
Fiiz-James’s blade ivas sword and shuitL—R. 215. 

A round target of light wood, covered with strong leather, 
and studded with brass or iron, was a necessary part of a 
Highlander’s equipment. In charging regular troops, they 
received the thrust of the bayonet in this buckler, twisted it 
aside, and used the broad-sword against the encumhered 
soldier. In the civil war of 1745, most of the front rank of 
the clans were thus aiTued : and Captain Grose informs us, 
that, in 1747» the privates of the 42d regiment, then in Flan- 
ders, were, for the most part, permitted to carry targets.-— 
3Iilila.ry AtiUquities, \qI, L p. IG4. A person thus armed had 
a considerable advantage in private fray. Among veisea 
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between Swift and Sheridan, lately published by Dr. Barret, ' 
there is an account of such an encounter, in which the cir- 
cumstances, and consequently the relative superiority of the 
combatants, are precisely the reverse of those in the tex.t • 

*' A Highlander once fought a Frenchman at Margate, 

The weapons, a rapier, a backsword, and tai^et; 

Brisk Monsieur advanced as fast as he could. 

But all his fine pushes were caught in the wood, 

And Sawney, with backsword, did slash him and nick him. 
While t’other, enraged that he could, not once prick him. 
Cried, * Sirrah, you rascal, you son of a whore. 

Me will fight you, be gar! if you’ll come from your door.”" 

The use of defensive armour, aSid particularly of the buckler, 
or target, was general in Queen Elizabeth’s time, although that 
of the single rapier seems to have been occasionally practised 
mucb earlier.! Bowland Yorke^, however, who betrayed the 
fort of Zutphen to the Spaniards, for which good service he was 
afterwards poisoned by them, is said to have been the first 
who brought the rapier fight into general use. Puller, speak- 
ing of the swash- bucklers, or bullies, of Queen Elizabeth's 
time, says—*' "West Smithfield was formerly called BuflSana’ 
Hall, where such men usually met, casually or otherwise, to 
to try masteries with sword and buckler. More were fright- 
ened than hurt, more hurt than killed therewith, it being ac- 
counted unmanly to strike beneath the knee. But since that 
desperate traitor Bowland Yorke first introduced thrusting 
with rapiers, sword and buckler are disused.” In ** The Two 
Angry Women of Abingdon,” a comedy, printed in 1599, we 
have a pathetic complaint “ Sword and buckler fight be- 
gins to grow out of use. I am sorry for it : I shall never see 
good manhood again. If it be once gone, this poking fight of 
rapier and dagger will come up ; then a tall man, and a good 
sword-and-buckler man, will be spitted like a cat or rabbit.” 
But the rapier had upon the continent long superseded, in 
private duel, the use of sword and shield. The masters of 
the noble science of defence were chiefly Italians. They 
made great mystery of their art and mode of instruction, 
never suffered any person to be present but the scholar who 
was to be taught, and even examined closets, beds, and other 
places of possible concealment. Their lessons often gave the 
most treacherous advantages ; for the challenger, having the 
right to choose his weapons, frequently selected some strange, 
unusual, and inconvenient kind of arms, the use of which he 
practised under these instructors, and thus killed at his ease 
his antagonist, to whom it was presented for the first time on 
the field of battle. See Bbantomu’s Discourse on Duels, and 
the work on the same subject, geniement cmY,” by the 
venerable Dr, Paris do Puteo. The Highlanders continued 
to use broadsword and target until disai'med after the affair 
of 1745-6. 


Note 3 0. 

Thg threats, Unj mo'cy I dcfii! 

l£t recreant yield, who fears to die.—V. 215. 

I have not ventured to render this duel so savagely despe- 
rate as that of the celebrated Sir Ewan of Locluel, chief of 
the clan Cameron, called, from his sable complexion, Ewan 
Dhu. He was the last man in Scotland who maintained the 
royal cause during the great Civil War, and his constant in- 
curious rendered him a vOyy unpleasant neighbour to the 
republican garrison at Inverlochy, now Fort-William. The 
governor of the fort detached a party of three hundred men 
to lay waste Lochiers possessions, and cut down his trees ; 
but, in a sudden and desperate attack made upon them by 


! See Donee’s Illuatratiuns of Shakspeare, vol. ii. p. 61. 


the chieftain with very inferior numbers, they were almost 
all cut to pieces. The skirmish is detailed in a curious me- 
moir of Sir Ewan’s life, printed in the Appendix of Pennant's 
Scottish Tour. 

“ In this engagement, Lochicl himself had several wonder- 
ful escapes. In the retreat of the English, one of the strong- 
est and bravest of the officers retired behind a bush, when he 
ohaerved Lochiel pursuing, and seeing him unaccompanied 
with any, he leapt out, and thonglit him his prey. They met 
one another with equal fury. The combat was long and doubt- 
ful; the English gentleman had by far the advantage in 
strength and size ; but Lochiel, exceeding him in nimblenesi 
and agility, in the end tript the sword out of his hand ; they 
closed and wrestled, till both fell to the ground in each other’s 
arms. The English officer got above Lochiel, and pressed 
him hard, but stretching forth his neck, by attempting to dis- 
engage himself, Lochiel, who by this time had his hands at 
liberty, with his left hand seized him by the collar, and jump- 
ing at his extended throat, he bit it with his teeth qnite 
through, and kept such a hold of his grasp, that he brought 
away his mouthful ; this, he said, mas the sweekst bit ke ev&t" 
hadinUslifiiimef---Y<i\A.g.d7St, 


Note 3 P. 

Ye towers ! within whose chmuit dread 
A Douglas bp liu sovereign bled ; 

And thou, 0 sad and fatal mound t 

That oft hast heard the dcatJi-axe sound,— ■!?, 217. 

An eminence on the north-east of the Castle, where state 
criminals were executed. Stirling was often polluted with 
noble blood. It is thus apostrophized by J. Johnston 

“ Discordia tristis 

Heu quoties procenim sanguine tinxit humum’ 

Hoc uno infelix, et felix cetera ; nusquam 
Lffitior aut cceli frons geniusvo soli.” 

The fate of William, eighth Earl of Douglas, whom James II. 
stabbed in Stirling Castle with his own hand, and while under 
his royal safe-conduct, is familiar to all who read Scottish his- 
tory. Murdack Duke of Albany, Duncan Earl of Lennox, 
his father-in-law, and his two sons, Walter and Alexander 
Stuart, were executed at Stirling, in 1425. They were be- 
headed upon an eminence without the castle walls, but 
making part of the same hill, from whence they could behold 
their strong castle of Donne, and their extensive possessions. 
This “heading hill,” as it was sometimes termed, bears com- 
monly the less terrible name of Hurly-hacket, from its having 
been the scene of a courtly amusement alluded to by Sir Da- 
vid Lindsay, w'ho says of the pastimes in which the young 
king was engaged, 

** Some harled him to the Hurly-hacket 

which consisted in sliding, in some sort of chair it may be 
supposed, from top to bottom of a smooth bank. The boys of 
Edinburgh, about twenty years ago, used to play at the hurly- 
hacket, on the Calton-Hill, using for their seat a horse’s 
skull. 


Note 3 Q. 

Tt%e burghers hold their sports to-dap.—'P. 217. 

Every burgh of Scotian a, of the least note, but more 
cially the considerable towns, had their solemn pkxp, or 
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▼al, when feats of archerj were esdiibited, and prizes distri- 
buted to those who excelled in wrestling, hurling the bar, and 
the other gymnastic exercises of the period. Stirling, a 
usual place of royal residence, was not likely to be deficient 
in pomp upon such occasions, especially since James V. was 
very partial to them. Bis ready participation in these i>opu- 
lar amusements was one cause of his acquiring the title of 
King of the Commons, or Ilex Picheinriut}, as Lesley has la- 
tinized it. The usual prize to the best shooter was a silver 
arrow. Such a one is preserved at Selkirk and at Peebles. 
At Dumfries, a silver gun was sub.stituted, and the conten- 
tion transferred to f.re-arms. The ceremony, as there per- 
formed, is the subject of au excellent Scottish poem, by Mr. 
John Mayne, entitled the Siller Gun, 1808, which surpasses 
the efforts of Fergiisson, and comes near to those of Burns. 

Of James’s attachment to archery, Pitscottie, the faithful, 
though rude recorder of the manners of that period, has given 
ns evidence 

“ In this year there came an embassador out of England, 
named Lord William Howard, with a hishop with him, with 
many other gentlemen, to the number of threescore horse, 
which were all able men and waled [picked] men for all kinds 
of games and pastimes, shooting, louping, ranning, wrestling, 
and casting of the atone, but they were well 'sayed [essayed 
or tried] ere they passed out of Scotland, and that by their 
own provocation ; but ever they tint : till at last, the Queen of 
Scotland, the Mug’s mother, favoured the English-men, be- 
cause she was tlie King of England’s sister ; and therefore she 
took an enteiprise of archery upon the English-men’s hands, 
contrai 7 her son the king, and any six in Scotland that he 
would wale, either gentlemen or yeomen, that the English- 
men should shoot against them, either at pricks, revers, or 
buts, as the Scots pleased. 

The king, hearing this of his mother, was content, and 
gart her pawn a hundred crowns, and a tun of wine, upon the 
English-raen’s hands ; and he incontinent laid down as much 
for the Scottish-men. The field and ground was chosen in 
St. Andrews, and three landed men and three yeomen chosen 
to shoot against the English-men,— -to wit, David Wemyss of 
that ilk, David Arnot of that ilk, and Mr. John Wedderburn, 
vicar of Dundee ; the yeomen, John Thomson, in Leith, Ste- 
ven Tabunier, with a piper, called Alexander Bailie ; they 
shot very near, and warred [worsted] the Englishmen of the 
enterprise, and wan the hundred crowns and the tun of wine, 
which made the king very merry that his men waa the vic- 
tory. ” —P. 147v 


BoMn Mood^P. 218. 

The exhibition of this renowned outlaw and his hand was a 
favourite frolic at such festivals as we are describing. This 
sporting, in which kings did not disdain to be actors, was pro- 
hibited in Scotland upon the Reformation, by a statute of the 
6th Parliament of Queen Mary, c. 61, a. d. 155,5, which order- 
ed, under heavy penalties, that “ na manner of person be cho- 
sen Robert Hude, nor Little John, Abbot of Unreason, Queen 
of May, nor otherwise.” But in 1.501, the " rascal multitude,” 
says John Knox, were stirred up to make a Robin Hude, 
whilk enormity was of many years left and damned by sta- 
tute and act of Parliament; yet would they not be forbidden.” 
Accordingly, they raised a very serious tumult, and at length 
made prisoners the magistrates who endeavoured to suppress 


it, and would not release them till they extorted a formal pro- 
mise that no one should be punished for Ms share of the disr 
turbance. It would seem, from the complaints of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Kirk, that these profane festivities were 
continued down to 1592.1 Bold Robin waa, to say the least, 
equally successful ia maintaining his ground against the re- 
formed clergy of England; for the simple and evangelical 
Latimer complains of coming to a country church, where the 
people refused to hear Itim, because it was Rfibin Hood's day ; 
and his mitre and rochet were fain to give way to the village 
pastime. Much curious information on this subject may be 
found in the Preliminary Dissertation to the late Mr. Ritson’s 
edition of the songs respecting this memorable outlaw. The 
game of Robin Hood was usually acted in May; and he was 
associated with the morrice-daacers, on whom so much illus- 
tration has been bestowed by the commentators on Shak- 
speare. A veiy lively picture of these fe.stivities, containing a 
great deal of curious mfomiation on the subject of the i>rivate 
life and amusements of our ancestors, was thrown, by the 
late ingenious Mr. Strutt, into his romance entitled Queen- 
hoo Hall, published after his death, in 1808. 


Note S S. 

InrJJjferent as to areher Wight, 

The monarch gave the arrow bright— V. 218. 

The Douglas of the poem is an imaginary person, a supposed 
uncle of the Earl of Angus. But the King’s behaviour dur- 
ing an unexpected interview with the Laird of Kilspindie, one 
of the banished Douglasses, under circumstances similar to 
those in the text, is imitated from a real story told by Hume 
of Godscroft. I would have availed myself more fully of the 
simijle and affecting circumstances of the old history, had 
they not been already vroven into a pathetic ballad by my 
friend Mr. Finlay. 2 

“ His (the king’s) implacability (towards the family of 
Douglas) did also appear in his carriage towards Archibald of 
Kilspindie, whom he, when he was a child, loved singulwly 
well for his ability of body, and was wont to call him his 
Grey-Steill. 3 Archibald, being banished into England, could 
not well comport with the humour of that nation, which he 
thought to be too proud, and that they had too high a conceit 
of themselves, joined with a contempt and despising of all 
others. Wherefore, being wearied of that life, and remem- 
bering the king’s favour of old towards him, lie determined to 
try the king’s mercifulness and clemency. So he comes into 
Scotland, and taking occasion of the king’s hun ting in the 
park at Stirling, he casts himself to be in his way, as he was 
coming home to the castle. So soon as the king saw him 
afar off, ere he came near, he guessed it was he, and said to 
one of his courtiers, yonder is my Gray-Steill, Archibald of 
Kilspindie, if he be alive. The other answered, that it could 
not be he, and that he durst not come into the king’s presence. 
The king approaching, he fell upon his knees and craved pai'- 
don, and promised from thenceforward to abstain from med- 
dling in public affairs, and to lead a quiet and private life. 
The king went by without giving him any answer, and trotted, 
a good round pace up the hill. Kilspindie followed, and 
though he wore on him a secret, or shirt of mail, for his par- 
ticular enemies, was as soon at the castle gate as the Mug. 
There he sat him down upon a stone without, and entreated 
some of the king’s servants for a cup of drink, being weary 
and tliirsty ; but tliey, fearing the king’s displeasure, durst 



t Book of the Universal Kirk, p. 414. 

2 See Scottish Historicui and Romantic Ballads. 
1808, vol ii. p. 117 . 


3 A champinn of popular romance. See EUis’s Smmnces, 
voL iii. 


258 


SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


give Mm none. When the Mng vras set at Ms dinner, he 
iiaked Tvhat be had done, what he had said, and whither he 
had gone? It was told him that he had desired a cap of 
drink, and had gotten none. Tlie king reproved them very 
sharply for their discourtesy, and told them, that if he had not 
taken an oath that no Bouglas should ever serve him, he 
would have received him into his service, for he had seen 
him sometime a man of great ability. Then he sent him word 
to go to Leith, and expect his further pleasure. Then some 
kinsman of David Falconer, the cannonier, that was slain at 
Tantallon, began to quarrel with Archibald about the matter, 
wherewith the king showed himself not well pleased when he 
heard of it. Then he commanded him to go to France for a 
certain space, till he heard farther from him. And so he did* 
and died shortly after. This gave occasion to the King of 
England, tHenry VIII.) to blame his nephew, alleging the 
old saying, That a king’s face should give grace. For this 
Archibald (whatsoever "were Angus’s or Sir George’s fault) 
had not been principal actor of anything, nor no counsellor 
nor stirrer up, but only a follower of his friends, and that no- 
ways cruelly disposed.”-”HuME of Godscroft, ii. 107. 


Note 3 T. 

Prize of the wresiling match, the King 
To Douglas gave a golden n«p.—P. 218. 

The usual prize of a wrestling was a ram and a ring, but 
the animal would have embarrassed my story. Thus, in the 
Cokes Tale of Gamelyn, ascribed to Chaucer : 

“ There happed to be there beside 
Tryed a wrestling : 

And therefore there was y-setten 
A ram and als a ring.” 

Again tlie Litil Geste of Kohin Hood; 

“ By a bridge was a wrestling,. 

And there taryed was he, 

And there was all the best yemen 
Of all the west countrey. 

A full fayre game there was set U]», 

A white bull up y-pight, 

A groat courser with saddle and brydle, 

With gold burnished full bryght ; 

A payre of gloves, a red goide Tinge, 

A pipe of wyne, good fay ; 

What man bereth Mm best, I wis, 

The prise shall bear away. 

mnsofs Rohm Hood, wol. L 


Kote 3 U. 

These drm nol/or their fields the sword. 

Like tenants of a feudal lord, 

Kor own'd the patriarchal claim 
€f Chieftain in their leader's name,' 

Adimitarers they P. 221. 

The Scottish armies consisted chiefly of the nobility and 
barons, with their vassals, who held lands under them, for 


military service by themselves and their tenants. The patri- 
archal influence exercised by the heads of elans in the High- 
lands and Borders was of a different nature, and sometimes at 
variance with feudal principles. It flowed from the Pabia 
PoUsias, exercised by the chieftain as rci>resenting the origi- 
nal father of the whole name, and was often obeyed in con- 
tradiction to the feudal superior. James V. seems first to 
have introduced, in addition to the militia furnislied from 
these sources, the service of a small number of mercenaries, 
who formed a body-guard, called the Foot-Band. The sati- 
rical poet. Sir David Lindsay (or the person who wrote the 
prologue to his play of the “ Three Estaites,”) has introduced 
Finlay of the Foot-Band, who, after much swaggering upon 
the stage, is at length put to flight by the Fool, who territics 
him by means of a sheep’s skull upon a pole. I have rather 
chosen to give them the harsh features of the mercenary sol- 
diers of the period, than of this Scottish Thraso. These pai;- 
took of the character of the Adventurous Companions of 
Froissart or the Condotticri of Italy. 

One of the best and liveliest traits of such manners is the 
last will of a leader, called Gefiroy Tete Noir, who having 
been slightly wounded in a skirmish, his intemperance brought 
on a mortal disease. When he found himself dying, he sum- 
moned to his bedside the adventurers whom he commanded, 
and thus addressed them 

** Fayre sirs, quod Gcffray, I kiiowe well ye have alwayes 
served and honoured me as men ought to serve their sove- 
raygne and capitayne, and I shal he the gladder if ye wyll 
agre to have to your capita^me one that is discended of my blode. 

, Beholde here Aleyne Eoux, my cosyn, and Peter his brother, 
who are men of armes and of my hlode. I require you to 
make Aleyne your capitayne, and to swero to hym fay the, 
obeysaunce, love, and loyalte, here in my presence, and also 
to his brother: ho we be it, I wyll that Aleyne have the sove- 
rayne charge. Sir, quod they, we are well content, for ye hauvo 
ryght w'ell chosen. There all the companyons made them 
hreke no poynt of that ye have ordayned and commaunded. 
—Lord Berners’ Froissart 


Note 3 V. 

Thou now hast glee-maiden and harp! 

Get thee an ape, and trudge the land. 

The leader (fa juggler hand.—l?. 222. 

The jongleurs, or jugglers, as we learn from the elaborate 
work of the late Mr. Strutt, on the sports and pastimes of the 
people of England, used to call in the aid of various assist- 
ants, to render these performances as captivating as possible. 
The glee-maiden was a necessary attendant. Her duty was 
tumbling and dancing; and therefore the Anglo-Saxon ver- 
sion of Saint Mark’s Gospel states Herodias to have vaulted 
or tumbled before King Herod. In Scotland, these poor crea- 
tures seem, even at a late period, to have been bondswomen 
to their masters, as appears from a case reported by IJ'oun- 
taiuhall Reid the mountebank pursues Scott of Harden 
and his lady, for stealing away from him a Httlc girl, called the 
tumbling-lassie, that danced upon his stage; and he cLaimed 
damages, and produced a contract, whereby he bought herfrom 
hermother for £30 Scots. But we have no slaves in Scotland, 
and mothers cannot sell their bairns ; and physicians attested 
the employment of tumbling would kill her ; and her joints 
were now grown stiff, and she declined to return ; though she 
was at least a ’prentice, and so could not run away from her 
master : yet some cited Moses’s law, that if a servant shelter 
himself with thee, against his master’s cruelty, thon shait 
surely not deliver him up. The Lords, renitente ca^ellano, 
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assoilzied Harden, on the 27th of January (1687.;”—: 
tainhall’s Decisions, toI, L p. 439.1 
The faeetious qualities of the ape soon rendered him 
ceptable addition to the strolling hand of the jongleur. 
Jonson, in his splenetic introduction to the comedy of ‘ 

tholomew Fair,” is at pains to inform the audience “ tL... 

has ne’er a sword-and-huckler man in his Fair, nor a juggler, 
with a vrell-educated ape, to come over the chaine for the King 
of England, and hack again for the Prince, and sit still on his 


-Foun- 


haunches for the Pope and the King of Spaine. 


Note 3 W. 

That stirring air tliat jpeals on highf 
O'er Bermid's race our victory^-— 

Strike '/t/—P. 224. 

There are several instances, at least in tradition, of persons 
so much attached to particular tunes, as to require to hear 
them on their deathbed. Such an anecdote is mentioned hy 
the late Mr. Riddel of Glenriddel, in his collection of Border 
tunes, respecting an air called the “Dandling of the Bairns,” 
for which a certain Gallovidian laird is said to have enneed 
this strong mark of partiality. It is popularly told of a fa- 
mous freebooter, that he composed the tune known hy the 
name of Maepherson’s Rant, while under sentence of death, 
and played it at the gallows-tree. Some spirited words 
have been adapted to it by Burns. A similar story is recounted 
of a Welsh hard, who composed and played on his deathbed 
the air called Bafyddy Garregg Wen. But the most curious 
example is given hy Brantome, of a maid of honour at the 
court of France, entitled, Mademoiselle de Limeuil. “ Du- 
rant sa maladie, dont elle trespassa, jamais elle ne cessa, ains 
causa tousjours ; car elle estoit fort grande paileuse, brocard- 
euse, et trl‘s-hien et fort a propos, et tr6s-beiie avee ceia. 
Quand I'heure de sa fin fut venue, elle fit venir a soy son va- 
let (ainsi que le lilies de la conr en ont chacune un), qui s’ap- 
pelloit Julien, et scavoit tr6.s-bien joUer du violon. * Julien,’ 
luy dit elle, ^prenez vostre violon, et sonnez moy tousjours jus- 
ques a ce que vous me voyez morte (car je m’y en vais) la d^faite 
des Suisses, et le mieux que vous pourrez, et quand vousserez 
Bur le mot, “ Tout est perdu,” sonnez le par quatre on cing 
fois le plus piteusement que vous pourrez/ ce qui fit Tautre, 
et elle-raesme luy aidoit de la voix, et quand ce vint ‘tout 
est perdu,’ elle le rditera par deux fois; et se tournant de 
I’autre cost6 du chevet, elle dit ^ ses compagnes: ‘ Tout est 
perdu a ce coup, et h bon escient et ainsi d^dda. Voilanne 
morte joyeuse et plaisante. Je tiens ee conte de deux de ses 
compagnes, dignes de foi, qui virent jouer ce mystere.”— - 
Oeuvres de Brantom, iii. 507- The tune to which this fair lady 
chose to make her final exit, was composed on the defeat of 
the Swiss at Marignano. The burden is quoted by Panurge, 
in Rabelais, and consists of these words, imitating the jargon 
of the Swiss, which is a mixture of French and German : 

“ Tout est verlore, 

La Tintelore, 

Tout est verlore, hi Got !” 


1 Though less to my purpose, I cannot help noticing a cir- 
curastanee respecting another of this Mr. Reid’s attendants, 
which occurred during James II. ’s zeal for Catholic prosely- 
tism, and is told hy Fountainhall, with dry Scotch irony 
“ January 17//^, 1687.-“Reid the mountebank is received into 
the Popish church, and one of his hlackarnores was persuaded 
to accept of baptism from the Popish priests, and to turn 


Notes X. 

BatUe ^ Beat an Buim.—'B. 224. 

A skirmish actually took place at a pass thus called in me 
Trosachs, and closed with the remarkable incident mentioned 
in the text. It was greatly posterior in date to the reign of 
James V, 

“ In this roughly-wooded island, 2 the country people se- 
creted their wives and children, and their most valuable ef- 
fects, from the rapacity of Cromwell's soldiers, during their 
inroad into this country, in the time of the republic. These 
invaders, not venturing to ascend by the ladders, along the 
siae or the lake, took a more circuitous road, through the 
heart of the Trosachs, the most frequented path at that time, 
which penetrates the wilderness about half way between Bi- 
nean and the lake, by a tract called Yea-chilleach, or the 014 
Wife’s Bog. 

“ In one of the defiles of this hy-road, the men of the coun- 
try at that time hung upon the roar of the invading enemy, 
and shot one of Cromwell’s men, whose grave marks the scene 
of action, and gives name to that pass-3 in revenge of this 
insult, the soldiers resolved to plunder the island, to violate 
the women, and put the children to death. With this brutal 
intention, one of the party, more expert than the rest, swam 
towards the island, to fetch the boat to his comrades, which 
had carried the women to their asylum, and lay moored in one 
of the creeks. His companions stood on the shore of the main- 
land, in full view of all that w^as to pass, waiting anxiously for 
his return witn the boat. But just as the swimmer had got to 
the nearest point of the island, and was laying hold of a black 
rock, to get on shore, a heroine, who stood on the very point 
where he meant to land, hastily snatching a dagger from be- 
low her apron, with one stroke severed his head from the 
body. His party seeing this disaster, and relinquishing aU fu- 
ture hope of revenge or conquest, made the best of their W'ay 
out of their perilous situation. This amazon’s great-grandson 
lives at Bridge of Turk, who, besides others, attests the anec- 
dote.”— SA-ete/i of the Scenery near Callendar, Stirling, IdUtS, 
p. 20. I have only to add to this account, that the heroine’s 
name was Helen Stuart. 


Note 3 y. 

And Stimdoun's Knight is Scotland's King.^B. 228 

This discovery will probably remind the reader of the beauti- 
ful Arabian tale of II Bondocani. Yet the incident is not 
borrowed from that elegant story, but from Scottish tradition. 
James V., of whom we are treating, %vas a monarch whose 
good and benevolent intentions often rendered his romantic 
freaks venial, if not respectable, since, from his anxious at- 
tention to the interests of the lower and most oppressed clans 
of his subjects, he was, as we have seen, popularly termed 
the King of the Commons. For the purpose of seeing that 
justice was regularly administered, and frequently from the 
less justifiable motive of gallantry, he used to traverse the 


Christian papist ; which was a great trophy : he was called 
James, after the king and chancellor, and the Apostle James.” 
B?d,p. 440. 

s That at the eastern extremity of Loch Katrine, so often 
mentioned in the text. 

a Beallach an duine* . 
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ricinage of his several palaces in various disguises. two 
excellent comic songs, entitled, *‘the Gabexlunzie man, and 

We’ll gae nae mair a roving,” are said to have been founded 
upon the success of his amorous adventures when travelling 
in the disguise of a beggar. The latter is perhaps the best 
comic ballad in any language. 

Another adventure, which had nearly cost James his life, 
is said to have taken place at the village of Cramond, near 
Edinburgh, where he had rendered his addresses acceptable 
to a pretty girl of the lower rank. Four or five persons, 
whether relations or lovers of his mistress is uncertain, beset 
the disguised monarch as he returned from his rendezvous. 
Naturally gallant, and an admirable master of his weapon, 
the king took post on the high and narrow bridge over the 
Almond river, and defended himself bravely with his sword. 

A peasant, who was threshing in a neighbouring bam, came 
out upon the noise, and whether moved by compassion or by 
natural gallantry, took the weaker, side, and laid about with 
his fiail so effectually, as to disperse the assailants, well 
threshed, even according to the letter. He then conducted 
the king into his barn, where his guest requested a basin and 
a towel, to remove the stains of the broil. This being pro- 
cured with difficulty, James employed himself in learning 
what was the summit of his deliverer’s earthly wishes, and 
found that they were bounded by the desire of possessing, in 
property, the farm of Braehead, upon which he laboured as 
a bondsman. The lands chanced to belong to the crown; 
and James directed him to come to the palace of Holyrood, 
and enquire for the Guidman (i e. farmer) of Ballengiech, a 
name by which he was known in his excursions, and which 
answered to the 11 Bondocani of Haroun Alrascbid. He pre- 
sented himself accordingly, and found, with due astonish- 
ment, that he had saved his monarch’s life, and that be was ' 
to he gratified with a crown charter of the lands of Braehead, 
under the service of presenting a ewer, basin and towel, for 
the king to wash bis hand.s when he shall happen to pass the 
Bridge of Cramond. This person was ancestor of the Howi- 
sons of Braehead, in Mid-Lothian, a respectable family, who 
continue to hold the lands (now passed into the female line) 
under the same tenure. i 

Another of James’s frolics is thus narrated by Mr. Camp- 
bell from the Statistical Account “ Being once benighted 
when out a-hunting, and separated from his attendants, he 
happened to enter a cottage in the midst of a moor at the foot 
of the Ochil hills, near Alloa, where, unknown, he was kindly 
received. In order to regale their unexpected guest, fheffiide- 
man (?. e. landlord, fanner) desired th.e ifiuMci/e to fetch the 
hen that roosted nearest the cock, which is always the plump- 
est, for the stranger’s supper. The king, highly pleased with 
his night’s lodging and hospitable entertainment, told mine 
host at parting, that he should be glad to return his civility, 
and requested that the first time he came to Stirling, he would 
call at the castle, and enquire for the Gudemanof Ballenguich. 

Donaldson, the landlord, did not fail to call on the Gudeman 
o/Ballengidck, when his astonishment at finding that the king 
had been his guest afforded no small amusement to the merry 
monarch and his courtiers ; and, to carry on the pleasantry, 
he was thenceforth designated by James with the title of King 
of the Moors, which name and designation have descended 
from father to son ever since, and they have continued in pos- 
session of the identical spot, the property of Mr. Emkinc of 
Mar, till very lately, when this gentleman, with reluctance, 
turned out the descendant and representative of the King of 
the Moors, on account of his majesty’s invincible indolence, 
and great dislike to reform or innovation of any kind, although, 


I The reader will find this story told at greater length, and 
with the additioA in particular, of the king being recognized, 
like the Fitz- James of the Lady of the Lake, by being the 
only person covered, in the First Series of Tales of a Grand- 


from the spirited example of his neighbour tenants on the 
same estate, he is convinced similar exertion would promote 
his advantage.” 

The author requests permission yet farther to verify the sub- 
ject of his poem, by an extract from the genealogical work of 
Buchanan of Auchmar, upon Scottish surnames 
“This John Buchanan of Auchmar and Arnpryor was after- 
wards termed King of Kippen,® upon the following account : 
King James V., a very sociable, debonair prince, residing at 
Stirling, in Buchanan of Ampryor’s time, carriers were very 
frequently passing along the common road, being near Arn- 
pryor’s house, with necessaries for the use of the king’s family; 
and he, having some extraordinary occasion, ordered one ot 
these carriers to leave his load at his house, and he would pay 
him for it ; which the carrier refused to do, telling him he 
was the king’s carrier, and his load for his majesty’s use ; to 
which Arnpryor seemed to have small regard, compelling the 
carrier, in the end, to leave his load ; telling him, if King 
James was King of Scotland, he was King of Kippen, so that 
it was reasonable he should share with his neighbour king in 
some of these loads, so frequently carried that road. The car- 
rier representing this usage, and telling tlie story, as Arnpiymr 
.spoke it, to some of the king’s servants, it camo at length to 
his majesty’s ears, who, shortly thereafter, with a few atten- 
dants, came to visit his neighbour king, who was in the mean- 
time at dinner. K ing J ames, having sent a servant to demand 
access, was denied the same by a tall fellow with a battle- 
axe, who stood porter at the gate, telling, there could be no 
access till dinner was over. This answer not satisfying the 
king, he sent to demand access a second time ; upon which 
he was desired by the porter to desist, otherwise he would find 
cause to repent his rudeness. His majesty finding this method 
would not do, desired the porter to tell his master that the 
Goodman of Ballageich desired to speak with the King of Kip- 
pen. The porter telling Arnpryor so much, he, in all humble 
mauner, came and received the king, and having entertained 
him with much sumptuousness and jollity, became so agree- 
able to King James, that he allowed him to take so much of 
any provision he found carrying that road as he had occasion 
for ; and seeing ho made the first visit, desired Arnpryor in a 
few days to return him a second to Stirling, which he per- 
formed, and continued in very much favour with the king, 
always thereafter being termed King of Kippen while he 
lived.”— -Buchanan’s Essay upon the Family of BncUanan. 
Edin. 1775, 8vo. p. 74. 

The readers of Ariosto must give credit for the amiable fea- 
tures with which he is represented, since he is generally con- 
sidered as the prototype of Zerbino, the most interesting hero 
of the Orlando Furioso. 


Note S Z. 

Stirling's tower 

Of yore the name of Snowdomi claims,— -V, 22a 

William of Worcester, who wrote about the middle of the 
fifteenth century, calls Stirling Castle Snowdoiin. Sir David 
Lindsay bestows the same epithet upon it in his complaint of 
the Papingo: 


father, vol. iii. p. 37. The heir of Braehead discharged his 
duty at the banquet given to King George IV. in the Parlia- 
ment House at Edinburgh, in 1822 .— Ed. 

® A small district of Perthshire. 
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' Adieu, fair Snawdouu, Trith thy towers high, 
Thy chaple-royal, park, and table round ; 
May, June, and July, would I dwell in thee^ 
Were I a man, to hear the birdis sound, 
Whilk doth againe thy royal rock rebound.” 


■ in the castle parK, is still called the Kound Table. 
doun is the official title of one of the Scottish heralds, whose 
epithets seem in all countries to have been faiitastically 
adopted from ancient history or romance. 

It appears (See Note 3 Y) that the real name by which 
James was actually distingnished in his private excursions, 
was the Goodman of Ballenguick / derived from a steep pass 
leading up to the Castle of Stirling, so called. But the epithet 
would not have suited poetry, and would besides at once, and 
prematurely, have announced the plot to many of my country- 
men, among whom the traditional stories above mentioned 
are still current. 


Mr Chalmers, in his late excellent edition of Sir David Lind- 
say's works, has refuted the chimerical derivation of Snaw- 
doun from medcUng, or cutting. It was probably derived 
from the romantic legend which connected Stirling with King 
Arthiir, to which the mention of the Kound Table gives coun- 
tenance. The ring within which iusts were formerly practised, 





0f Bon EotJen'cfe* 


QvM dlgmim memorare tuL% Bispanla, fertis, 
P'ox hiimana valet / CXiAUPrAy. 


PREFACE. 

The following P^em is founded upon a Spanish. Tra- 
dition, pai’ticulafly detailed in the Notes; but bear- 
ing, in general, that Don Roderick, the last Gotliic 
King of Spain, when the Invasion of the Moors was 
impending, had the temerity to deseend into an an- 
cient vault, near Toledo, the opening of which had 
been denounced as fatal to the Spanish Monarchy. 
The legend adds, that his rash curiosity was mortified 
by an emblematical representation of those Saracens 
who, in the year 714, defeated him in battle, and re- 
duced Spain under their dominion. I have presumed 
to prolong the Vision of the Revolutions of Spain 
down to the present eventful crisis of the Peninsula ; 
and to divide it, by a supposed change of scene, into 
Three Periods. The First of these represents the 
Invasion of the Moors, the Defeat and Death of Rode- 
rick, and closes with the peaceful occupation of the 
country by the Victors. The Second Period em- 
braces the state of the Peninsula, wdien the conquests 
of the Spaniards and Portuguese in the East and 
West Indies had raised to the highest pitch the re- 
nowm of their arms ; sullied, however, by superstition 
and cruelty. An allusion to the inhumanities of the 
Inquisition teminates this picture. The Last Part 
of the Poem opens with the state of Spain previous to 
the unparalleled treachery of Buonaparte ; gives a 
sketch of the usurpation attempted upon that unsus- 


picious and friendly kingdom, and terminates with 
the arrival of the British succours. It may be farther 
proper to mention, that the object of the Poem is less 
to commemorate or detail particular incident?, than 
to exliibit a general and impressive picture of the 
several periods brought upon the stage. 

lam too sensible of the respect due to the Public, es- 
pecially by one w’ho has already experienced more than 
ordinary indulgence, to offer any apology for the infe- 
riority of the poetry to the subject it is chiefly designed 
to commemorate. Yet I think it proper to mention, 
that while I w’as hastily executing a w’orlc, WTitteu 
for a temporary purpose, and on passing events, the 
task was most cruelly interrupted by the successive 
deaths of Lord President Blair,- and Lord Vis- 
count Melville, In those distinguished characters, 
1 had not only to regret persons whose lives w’ere 
most important to Scotland, but also whose notice and 
patronage honoured my entrance upon active life; 
and, I may add, with melancholy pride, who permit- 
ted ray more advanced age to claim no common share 
in their friendship. Under such interruptions, the 
following verses, wliich my best and happiest efforts 
must have left far unworthy of their theme, have, I 
am myself sensible, an appearance of negligence and 
incoherence, which, in other circumstances, I might 
have been able to remove.^ 

Edinburgh, Ju?ie 24, 1811. 


J The Vision of Don Roderick appeared in 4to, in July IS, 
iflll ; and in the course of the same year was also inserted in 
the second volume of the Edinburgh Annual Register — which 
\vork was the property of Sir Walter Scott’s then publishers, i 
Messrs. John Ballantyne and Co. | 

2 The Right Hon. Robert Blair of Avontoun, President of the j 
Court of Session, was the son of the Rev. Robert Blair, author | 
of “ The Grave.” After long filling the office of Solicitor-Gene- | 
ral in Scotland with high distinction, he was elevated to the 
Presidency in 1808. He died very suddenly on the 20th May 
1811, in the 70 th year of his age ; and his intimate friend, 
Henry Dundas, first Viscount Melville, having gone into Edin- 
burgh on purpose to attend his remains to the grave, was 
taken ill not less suddenly, and died there the very hour that 
the funeral tcok place, on the 28th of the same month. 

» In a letter to J. B. S. Morritt, Esq., Edinburgh, July I, 


1811, Scott says— “ I have this moment got your kind letter, 
just os I was packing up Don Roderick for you. This pa- 
triotic puppet-show has been finished under wretched aus- 
pices *, poor Lord Melville’s death so quickly succeeding that 
of President Blair, one of the best and wisest judges that ever 
distributed justice, broke my spirit sadly. My official situa- 
tion placed me in daily contact witlr the President, and his 
ability and candour were the source of my daily admiration. 
As for poor dear Lord Melville, ‘ ’tis vain to name him whom 
we mourn in vain.* Almost the last time I saw him, he was 
talking of you in the highest terms of regard, and expressing 
great hopes of again seeing you at Dunira this summer, wiiere 
I proposed to attend you. Bei mihif quid M miJii? hnmona, 
perpessi summ. His loss will be long and severely felt here, 
and Envy is already paying her cold tribute of applause to tho 
worth which she maligned while it walked upon eaith.** 
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Wi^ion Of Bon HoJJtn'cfe 


JOHN WHITMORE, Esq. 


COMMITTEE OF SUBSCHIBERS FOR RELIEF OF THE PORTUGUESE SUFFERERSy 


IN WTIICII HE PRESIDES; 


(THE VISION OF DON RODEIUCH,) 


COMPOSED FOR THE BENEFIT OP THE FUND UNDER THEIR MANAGEMENT 


IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED BY 


INTRODUCTION. 


Yes I such a strain, with all o’er«pounng mea- 
sure, 

Might melodize with each tumultuous sound, 
Each voice of fear or triumph, woe or pleasure, 
That rings Mondcgo’s ravaged shores around ; 
The thundering cry of hosts with conquest 
crown’d, 

I'he female shriek, the ruin’d peasant’s moan, 
The shout of captives from their chains unbound, 
The foil’d oppressor’s deep and sullen groan, 

A Nation’s choral lijmn for tyranny o’erthrown. 


JbiTES there a strain, w-hose sounds of mounting fire | 
May rise distinguish’d o’er the din of v/ar ; ' 

Or died it with yon Master of the Lyre, 

Who sung beleaguer’d Ilion’s evil star 
Such, Wellington, might reach thee from afar, 
"Wafting its descant W'ide o’er Ocean’s range ; 

Nor shouts, nor clashing arms, its mood could mar, 
All as it sweli’d ’twixt each loud trumpet-change,^ 
That clangs to Britain victoiw, to Portugal revenge 


I “The letters of Scott to all his frientls have sufficiently “ The poem was puhiished, in 4to, in July ; and the inirae- 
shown the unfiagging interest with v.’hich, among all his per- diate proceeds were forwarded to the hoard in London. His 
sonal labours and anxieties, he watched the progress of the friend the Farl of Dalkeith (afterwards Duke of Buccleuchl 
great contest in the Peninsula. It was so earnest, that he writes thus on the occasion Those with anii)lor fortunes 
never on any journey, not even in his very frequent passages and thicker heads may easily give one hundred guineas to a 
between Edinburgh and Ashestiel, omitted to take with him subscription, but the man is really to be envied who can draw 
the largest and best map he had been able to procure of the that sum from his own brains, and apply the produce so bene- 
Seat of war ; upon this he was perpetually porinji, tracing the ficiall? and to so exalted a purpose.’ of Scotty vol. iii. 

marches and coixnter-marclies of the French and English by 1 pp. 312, 31t). 

means ofblaekimdwMtepma; and not seldom did Mrs. Scott , MS.--W!iosTOgthocnangesofthe Phryrian inr.” 

complain of this constant occupation of his attention and her ^ , 

carriage. In the beginning of 1811 , a committee was formed ^ tlnne ear twixt each loud trumpet- 

in London to collect subscriptions for the relief of the Portu- change. 

guese, who had seen their lands wasted, their vines torn up, ^ “ The too monotonous close of the stanza is sometimes 
and their houses bunit in the course of Massena’s last unfor- diversified by the adoption of fourteen-foot verse,— -a license 
tunate campaign ; and Scott, on reading the advertisement, in poetry which, since Dryden, has ovc believe) boon alto- 
immediately addressed Mr. Whitmore, the chairman, begging gether abandoned, but which is nevertheless very deserving 
that the committee would allow him to contribute to their ! of revival, so long as it is only rarely and judiciously used, 
fond the profits, to whatever they might amount, of a poem The very first stanza in this poem affords an instance of it ; 
which he proposed to write upon a subject connected with and, introdiiced thus in the very front of the battle, we can- 
the localities of the patriotic struggle. His offer was of course not help considenng it as a fault, especially clogged as it is 
accepted; and The Vision op Don Roderick was begun as with the association of a defective rhyme— 
soon as the Spring vacation enabled him to retire to Ashestiel. Critical Ikview, Axig. 1811 . 






THE VISION OF DON RODERICK. 


Blit we, weak minstrels of a laggard day, 

Skill’d but to imitate an elder page, 

Timid and raptureless, can we repays 
Tbe debt tbou claim’st in this esliausted age ? 
Thou givest our lyres a theme, that might engage 
Those that could send thy name o’er sea and land, 
While sea and land shall last ; for Homer’s rage 
A theme ; a theme for Milton’s mighty hand— 
How much unmeet for us, a faint degenerate hand 


Ye mountains stern ! within whose rugged breast 
The friends of Scottish freedom found repose ; 

Ye torrents! whose hoarse sounds have soothed 
their rest, 

Returning from the field of vanquish’d foes ; 

Say have ye lost each wild majestic close, 

That erst the choir of Bards or Druids flung ; 
What time their hymn of victory arose, 

And Cattraeth’s glens with voice of triumph rung, 
And mystic Merlin harp’d, and grey-hair’d Llywarch 


0! if your wilds such minstrelsy retain, 

As sure your changeful gales seem oft to say, 
When sweeping wild and sinking soft again, 

Like trumpet-jubilee, or harp’s wild sway ; 

If ye can echo such triumphant lay, 

Then lend the note to him has loved you long ! 
Who pious gather’d each tradition grey, 

That floats your solitary wastes along. 

And with affection vain gave them new voice in song. 


For not till now, how oft soe’er the task 
Of truant verse hath lighten’d graver care, 
From Muse or Sylvan was he wont to ask. 

In phrase poetic, inspiration fair ; 

Careless he gave his numbers to the air, 

They came unsought for, if applauses came ; 
Nor for himself prefers he now the prayer ; 

Let hut his verse befit a hero’s fame, 
Immortal be the verse !— forgot the poet’s name. 


Hark, from yon misty cairn their answer tost:^ 
Minstrel ! the fame of whose romantic lyre, 
Capricious-swelling now, may soon be lost, 

Like the light flickering of a cottage fire ; 

If to such task presumptuous thou aspire, 

Seek not from us the meed to warrior due : 
Age after age has gather’d son to sire, 


Since oiir grey cliffs the din of conflict knew, 

Or, pealing through our vales, victorious bugles blew 

yiiL 

" Decay’d our old traditionary lore. 

Save where the lingering fays renew their ring, 
By milk-maid seen beneath the hawthorn hoar, 

Or round the marge of Minchmore’s haunted 
spring:® 

Save where their legends grey-hair’d shepherds sing, 
That now scarce win a listening ear but thine. 
Of feuds obscure, and Border ravaging, 

And rugged deeds recount in rugged line, 

Of moonlight foray made on Teviot, Tweed, or Tyne. 


" No ! search romantic lands, where the near Sun 
Gives with unstinted boon ethereal flame. 

Where the rude villager, his labour done, 

In verse spontaneous® chants some favour’d name, 
Whether Olalia’s charms his tribute claim, 

Her eye of diamond, and her locks of jet ; 

Or whether, kindling at the deeds of GnemG,^ 

He sing, to wild Moriseo measure set, 

Old Albin’s red claymore, green Erin’s bayonet I 


Explore those regions, where the flinty crest 
Of wild Nevada ever gleams with snows, 

Where in the proud Alhambra’s ruin’d breast 
Barbaric monuments of pomp repose ; 

Or where the banners of more ruthless foes 
Than the fierce Moor, float o’er Toledo’s fane, 
From whose tall towers even now the patriot throws 
An anxious glance, to spy upon the plain 
The blended ranks of England, Portugal, and Spain. 

XL 

There, of Numantian fire a swarthy spark 
Still lightens in the sun-burnt native’s eye; 

The stately port, slow step, and visage dark. 

Still mark enduring pride and constancy. 

And, if the glow of feudal chivalry 
Beam not, as once, thy nobles’ dearest pride, 
Iberia ! oft thy crestless peasantry 
Have seen the plumed Hidalgo quit their side. 
Have seen, yet dauntless stood — ’gainst fortune fought 
and died. 


" And cherish’d still by that unchanging race,® 
Are themes for minstrelsy more high than thine; 
Of strange tradition many a mystic trace, 

Legend and vision, prophecy and sign ; 


> MS.— Unform’d for rapture, bow shall we repay.” 

^ Thou givest our verse a theme that might engage 

Lyres that could richly yield thee hack its due ; 
A theme, might Idudle Homer’s mighty rage ; 

A theme more grand than Maro ever knew— 
How much unmeet for us, degene||,te, frail, and few i” 


3 See Appendix, Note A. 

■4 MS.— “ Hark, from grey Needpath’s mists, the Brothers’ 'k 


c nrotaers''! 
iwer tost.” / 


Hark, from the Brothers’ cairn the answer tost.” / 
6 See Appendix, Note B. « Ibid, Note C. 7 Ibid, Note B. 
8 MS.— “ And lingering still ’mid that unchanging race.” 
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Where wonders wild of Arabesque combine 
With Gothic imagery of darker shade^ 

Forming a model meet for minstrel line. 

Go, seek such theme T’— The Mountain Spirit 
said: 

With filial awe I heard— I heard, and I obey’d.' 


Ep nt il3on Hotftrlclt. 

. I. 

Reahing- their crests amid the cloudless skies, 

And darkly clustering in the pale moonlight, 

Toledo’s holy towers and spires arise, 

As from a trembling lake of silver , white. 

Their mingled shadows intercept the sight 
Of the broad burial-ground outstretch’d below, 

And nought disturbs the silence of the night; 

All sleeps in sullen shade, or silver glow. 

All save the heaA^y swell of Teio’s ceaseless flow.® 

II. 

All save the rushing swell of Teio’s tide, 

Or, distant heard, a courser’s neigh or tramp ; 

Their changing rounds as watchful horsemen ride, 
To guard the limits of King Roderick’s camp. 

For, through the river’s night-fog rolling damp, 
Was many a proud pavilion dimly seen,® 

Which glimmer’d back, against themoon’sfairlamp, 
Tissues of silk and silver twisted sheen. 

And standards proudly pitch’d, and warders arm’d 
between. 

III. 

But of their Monarch’s person keeping ward, 

Since last the deep-mouth’d bell of vespers toll’d, 

The chosen soldiers of the royal guard 
The post beneath the proud Cathedral hold : 

A band unlike their Gotliic sires of old. 


1 “ The Introduction,” we confess, says the Quarterly 
Revievrer, “ does not please us so well as the rest of the poem, 
though the reply of the Mountain Spirit is exquisitely writ- 
ten.” The Edinburgh critic, after quoting stanzas ix. x. and 
xi. says— “The Introduction, though splendidly written, is too 
long for so short a poem ; and the poet’s dialogue with his na- 
tive mountains is somewhat too startling and unnatural. The 
most spirited part of it, we think, is their direction to Spa- 
nish themes.” 

2 The Monthly Review, for 1811, in quoting this stanza, says 
— “ Scarcely any poet, of any age or country, has excelled Mr. 
Scott in bringing before our sight the very scene which he is 
describing— in giving a reality of existence to every object 
on which he dwells ; and it is on such occasions, especially 
suited as they seem to the habits of his mind, that his style 
Itself catches a character of harmony, which is far from being 
universally its own. How vivid, yet how soft, is this pic- 
ture!” 

» MS.— “ For, stretch’d beside the river’s margin damp. 
Their proud pavilions hide the meadow green.” 

* MS.—** Bore javelins alight,” drc. 

» The Critical Reviewer, having quoted stanzas i. ii. andiii. 
•ays—** To the specimens with which his former works abound, 


Who, for the cap of steel and iron mace, 

Bear slender darts, ^ and casques bedeck’d vdtli gold, 
While silver-studded belts their shoulders grace, 
Where ivory quivers ring in the broad falchion’s plaee.^ 

■ 'it. 

In the light language of an idle court. 

They murmur’d at their master’s long delay, 

And held his lengthen’d orisons in sport: — 
"What ! will Don Roderick here till morning stay, 
To wear in shrift and prayer the night away? 

And are his hours in such dull penance past, 

For fair Florinda’s plunder’d charms to pay?” — ® 
Then to the east their weary eyes they cast, 

And wish’d the lingering dawn would glimmer forth 
. ' at last. . . 

■ ■ , 

But, far within, Toledo’s Prelate lent 
An ear of fearful wonder to the King; 

The silver lamp a fitful lustre sent, 

So long that sad confession witnessing; 

For Roderick told of many a hidden thing, 

Such as are lothly utter’d to the air, 

When Fear, Remorse, and Shame, the bosom wring, 
And Guilt his secret burden cannot bear, 

And Conscience seeks in speech a respite from De- 
spair. 

VI. 

Full on tbe Prelate’s face, and silver hair, 

The stream of failing light was feebly roll’d ‘J 
But Roderick’s visage, though his head was bare, 
Was shadow’d by his hand and mantle’s fold. 
While of his hidden soul the sins he told, 

Proud Alaric’s descendant could not brook,® 
That mortal man his bearing should behold, 

Or boast that he had seen, when Conscience shook, 
Fear tame a monarch’s brow, Remorse a warrior’s 
look.® 


of Mr. Scott's unrivalled excellence in the descriptions, both 
of natural scenery and romantic manners and costume, these 
stanzas will be thought no mean addition.” 

® See Appendix, Note E. 

7 MS.—** The feeble lamp in. dying lustre > „ 

The waves of broken light were feebly 

8 MS.— “ The haughty monarch’s heart could erihbrook.” 

9 The Quarterly Reviewer says,—** The moonlight scenery 
of the camp and burial-ground is evidently by the same power- 
ful hand which sketched the Abbey of Melrose ; and in this 
picture of Roderick’s confession, there are traits of even a 
higher cast of sublimity and pathos.” 

The Edinburgh Reviewer introduces his quotations of the i 
ii., T., and vi. stanzas thus,—** The poem is substantially di- 
vided into two compartments the one representing the fa- 
bulous or prodigious acts of Don Roderick’s own time, — and 
the other the recent occurrences which have since signalized 
the same quarter of the world. Mr. Scott, we think, is most 
at home in the first of these fields ; and vye think, upon the 
whole, has most success in it. The opening afibrds a fine spe* 
cimen of his unrivalled powers of description.” 

The reader may be gratified with having the following lines, 
from Mr. Southey’s Roderick, inserted heie;— 
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THE VISION OF 

TIL 

The old man’s faded cheek wax’d yet more pale. 
As many a secret sad the King bewTay’d ; 

As sign and glance eked out the undnish’d tale. 
When in the midst his faltering whisper staid. — 
Thus royal Witiza^ was slain,”*— he said ; 

Yet, holy Father, deem not it was 1.” 

Thus still Ambition strives her crimes to shade,' — 
Oh I rather deem ’twas stem necessity ! 
Self-preservation bade, and I must kill or die. 

VIII. 

And if Florinda’s shrieks alarm’d the air, 

If she invoked her absent sire in vain. 

And on her knees implored that I would spare, 
Yet, reverend priest, thy sentence rash refrain !— 
AH is not as it seems— the female train 
Know by their bearing to disguise their mood : 

But Conscience here, as if in high disdain, 

Sent to the Monarch’s cheek the burning blood — 
He stay’d his speech abrupt— and up the Prelate 
stood. 

IX. 

** 0 harden’d offspring of an iron race ! 

What of thy crimes, Don Roderick, shall I say? 
What alms, or prayers, or penance, can efface 
Murder’s dark spot, wash treason’s stain away 1 
For the foul rarisher how shall I pray, 

Who, scarce repentant, makes his crime his boast 1 
How hope Almighty vengeance shall delay, 

Unless in mercy to yon Christian host, 
spare the shepherd, ^ lest the guiltless sheep be 
lost.” 

X. 

Then idndled the dark Tyrant in his mood, 

And to his brow return’d its dauntless gloom ; 
And welcome then,” he cried, be blood for blood. 
For treason treachery, for dishonour doom ! 

Yet will I know whence come they, or by whom. 

Show, for thou canst — give forth the fated key, 
And guide me, Priest, to that mysterious room, 3 
Where, if aught true in old tradition be, 

His nation’s future fates a Spanish King shall see .” — * 


“ Then Roderick knelt 

Before the holy man, and strove to speak : 

‘ Thou seest/ he cried,— ‘ thou seest — but memory 
And suifocating thoughts represt the word, 

And shudderings, like an ague fit, from head 
To foot convulsed him ; till at length, subduing 
His nature to the effort, he exclaim’d, 

Spreading his hands, and lifting up his face. 

As if resolved in penitence to bear 
A human eye upon his shame — * Thou scest 
Roderick the Goth ! That name should have sufficed 
To tell the whole abhorred history ; 

He not the less pursued, — the ravisher. 

The cause of all this ruin !’— Having said, 

In the same posture motionless he knelt, 

Arms straiten’d down, and hands outspread, and eyes 


DON RODERICK. 

XL 

Ill-fated Prince! recall the desperate word, 

Or pause ere yet the omen thou obey! 

Bethink, yon spell-bound portal w'ould afford® 
Never to former Monarch entrance-way ; 

Nor shall it ever ope, old records say, 

Save to a King, the last of all his line, 

What time his empire totters to decay, 

And treason digs, beneath, her fatal mine, 

And, high above, impends avenging wrath divine.”— 

XII. 

Prelate ! a Monarch’s fate brooks no delay ; 

Lead on I ’’—The ponderous key the old man took, 
And held the winking lamp, and led the way, 

By winding stair, dark aisle, and secret nook, 
Then on an ancient gateway bent his look ; 

And, as the key the desperate King essay’d. 

Low mutter’d thunders the Cathedral shook, 

And twice he stopp’d, and twee new effort made, 
Till the huge bolts roll’d back, and the loud hinges 
bray’d. 

XIII. 

Long, large, and lofty, was that vaulted hall ; 

Roof, walls, and floor, were all of marVffo stone, 
Of polish’d marble, black as funeral pall, 

Carved o’er with signs and characters unknovn. 
A paly light, as of the dawning, shone 
Through the sad hounds, but whence they could 
not spy; 

For window to the upper air was none ; 

Yet, by that light, Don Roderick could descry 
Wonders that ne’er till then were seen by mortal eye. 

XIY. 

Grim sentinels, against the upper wall, 

Of molten bronze, two Statues held their place ; 
Massive their naked limbs, their stature tall, 

Their frowning foreheads golden circles grace. 
Moulded they seem’d for kings of giant race, 

That lived and sinn’d before the avenging flood ; 

^ Thisgrasp’dascythe,that rested on a mace; [stood, 
This spread his wings for flight, that pondering 
Each stubborn seem’d and stem, immutable of mood. 


Raised to the Monk, like one who from bis voice 
Expected life or death.” — 

Mr. Southey, in a note to these lines, says, “ The Vision of 
Don Roderick supplies a singular contrast to the picture 
which is represented in this passage. I have great pleasure 
in quoting the stanzas (v. and vi.) ; if the contrast had been 
intentional, it could not have been more complete.*’ 

1 The predecessor of Roderick upon the Spanish throne, 
and slain by bis connivance, as is affirmed by Rodriguez of 
Toledo, the father of Spanish history. 

2 MS.— “He spare to smite the shepherd, lest the sheep be 

lost.” 

3 MS.—** And guide me, prelate, to that secret room." 

See Appendix, Note P. 

6 MS.—** Or pause the omen of thy fate to weigh ! 

Bethink, that brazen portal would affor^i.” 
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XY. 


Fix’d was the right-band Giant’s brazen look 
Upon his brother's glass of sliifting sand, 

As if its ebb he measured by a book, 

Whose iron volume loaded his huge hand ; 

In wliich was wTote of many a fallen land, 

Of empires lost, and kings to exile driven : 

And o’er that pair their names in scroll expand — 

“ Lo, Destiny and Time I to whom by Heaven 
The guidance of the earth is for a season 
■■ given.”— .. 

XVI. 

Even while they read, the sand-glass wastes away ; 

And, as the last and lagging grains did creep. 
That right-hand Giant ’gan his club^ upsway. 

As one that startles from a heavy sleep. 

Full on the upper wall the mace’s sweep 
At once descended with the force of thunder, 

And hurtling down at once, in crumbled heap, 

The marble boundary w'as rent asunder, 

And gave to Roderick’s view new sights of fear and 
wonder. i 

XVIL 

For they might spy, beyond that mighty breach, 
Realms as of Spain in vision’d prospect laid, 
Castles and towers, in due proportion each, 

As by some skilful artist’s hand portray’d ; 

Here, crossed by many a wild Sierra’s shade, 

And boundless plains that tire the traveller’s eye ; 
There, rich with vineyard and with olive glade, 

Or deep-embrown’d by forests huge and high, 

’r wash’d by mighty streams, that slovsdy mur- 
mur’d by. 

XVIII. 

And here, as erst upon the antique stage, 

Pass’d forth the band of masquers trimly led. 

In various forms, and various equipage, 

VTiile fitting strains the hearer’s fancy fed ; 

So, to sad Roderick’s eye in order spread. 
Successive pageants fill’d that mystic scene, 
Showing the fate of battles ere they bled, 

And issue of events that had not been ; 

And, ever and anon, strange sounds were heard be- 
tween. 


^ MS.— “ Arm— mace— cluh” 

8 See Appendix, Note G-. 

3 « Oil, -who could tell vrliat deeds were wrought that day : 

Or -who endure to hear the tale of rage, 

Hatred, and madness, and despair, and fear. 

Horror, and wounds, and agony, and death, 

Tbe cries, the blasphemies, the shrieks, and groans, 
And prayers, which mingled in the din of arms, 
la one wild uproar of terrific sounds.” 

Southey’s Bodet'ick, vol. ii. p. 171* 

4 See Appendix, Note H. 

fi xjpon the hanks 

Of SelM was Orelia found, his legs 


'XIX. ■ 

First shrill’d an unrepeated female shnek ! — 

It seemed as if Don Roderick knew the call, 

For the bold blood was blanching in his eheek.— 
Then ansvver’d kettle-drum and atabal, 

Gong-peal and cymbal-clank the ear appal, 

The Tecbir war-cry, and the Lelie’s ycll,^ 

Ring wildly dissonant along the hall. 

Needs not to Roderick their dread import tell — 
“The Moor 1” he cried, “the Moor! — ring out the 
Tocsin bell ! 

XX. 

“ They come 1 they come ! I see the groaning lands 
White with the turbans of each Arab horde ; 
Swart Zaarah joins her misbelieving bands, 

Alla and Mahomet their battle-word, 

The choice they yield, the Koran or the Sword — 
See how the Christians rush to amis amain ! — 
In yonder shout the voice of conflict roar’d,^ 

The shadowy hosts are closing on the plain — 
Now, God and Saint lago strike, for the good cause 
of Spain ! 

X3:i. 

“ By Heaven, the Moors prevail ! the Christians yield I 
Their cow^ard leader gives for flight the sign ! 

The sceptred craven mounts to quit the field — 

Is not yon steed Orelio I — Yes, ’tis mine ! ^ 

But never was she turn’d from battle-line : 

Lo ! where the recreant spurs o’er stock and stone ! 
Curses pursue the slave, and wrath divine ! [tone, 
Rivers ingulph him ! ” — ^^'^Hush,” in shuddering 
The Prelate said “ rash Prince, yon vision’d form’s 
tliine owTi.” 

XXII. 

Just then, a torrent cross’d the flier’s course ; 

The dangerous ford the Kingly Likeness tried ; 
But the deep eddies whelm’d both man and horse, 
Swept like benighted peasant down the tide ; ^ 
And the proud Moslemah spread far and wide, 

As numerous as their native locust hand ; 

Berber and Ismael’s sons the spoils divide. 

With naked scimitars mete out the land, 

And for the bondsmen base the freeborn natives 
brand. 


And flanks incamadined, bis poitrel smear’d 
With froth and foam and gore, his silver mane 
Sprinkled with blood, which hung on every hair, 
Aspersed like dew-drops ; trembling there he stood. 
From the toil of battle, and at times sent forth 
His tremulous voice, far-echoing, loud, and shrill, 

A frequent, anxious cry, with which he seem’d 
To call the master whom he loved so well, 

And who had thus again forsaken him. 

Siverian’s helm and cuirass on the grass 
Lay near ; and Julian’s sword, its hilt and chain 
Clotted with hlood ; hut where was he whose hand 
Had wielded it so well that glorious day? ” 

South Kv’d Hoderlch 




THE VISION OF DON RODERICK. 


xxm. 

Then rose the grated Harem, to enclose 
The loveliest maidens of the Christian line ; 
Then, menials, to their misbelieving foes, 

Castile’s young nobles held forbidden wine ; 
Then, too, the holy Cross, salvation’’s sign, 

By impious hands was from the altar thrown, 
And the deep aisles of the polluted shrine 
Echo’d, for holy hymn and organ-tone. 

The Santon’s frantic dance, the Fakir’s gibbering 


XXIV, 

How fares Don Roderick ?— E’en as one who spies 
Flames dart their glare o’er midnight’s sable 
woof, 

And hears around his cnildren’s piercing cries, 

And sees the pale assistants stand aloof; 

While cruel Conscience brings him bitter proof, 

His folly or his crime have caused his grief; 

And while above him nods the crumbling roof, 

He curses earth and Heaven — ^liimself in chief— 
Desperate of earthly aid, despairing Heaven’s relief I ; 

xxv. 

That scythe-arm’d Giant turn’d his fatal glass 
And twilight on the landscape closed her 
wings ; 

Far to Asturian hills the war-sounds pass, 

And in their stead rebeck or timbrel rings; 

And to the sound the bell-deck’d dancer springs, 
Bazaars resound as when their marts are met, 

In tourney light the Moor his jerrid fimg.s, 

And on the land as evening seem’d to set, 

The Imaum’s chant w’as heard from mosque or mina- 
retd 

XXVI. 

So pass’d that pageant. Ere another came,^ 

The visionary scene was wrapp’d in smoke, 
Whose sulph’rous wreaths wei’e cross’d by sheets of 
flame; 

With every flash a bolt expxosive broke, 

Till Roderick deem’d the Sends had burst their yoke. 
And waved ’gainst heaven the infernal gonfalonel 
For War a new and dreadful language spoke, 
Xever by ancient warrior heard or known ; 
Lightning and smoke her breath, and thunder was 
her tone. 


r ‘VThe manner in which the pageant disappears is very 
beautiful. *’—<2warte?% Mcaiew. 

2 We come now to the Second Period of the Vision ; and 
we cannot avoid noticing with much commendation the dex- 
terity and graceful ease with which the first two scenes are 
connected. Witliout abruptness, or tedious apology for tran- 
sition, they melt into each other with very harmonious effect ; 
and we strongly recommend this example of skiil, perhaps, 
exhibited without any efibrt, to the imitation of contempo- 
rary poets.'’™- d/oht/i/i/ Riwiewt. ' 


XXYIL 

From the dim landscape roll the clouds away — 
The Christians have regain’d their heritage ; 
Before the Cross has waned the Crescent’s ray 
And many a monastery decks the stage. 

And lofty church, and iow-brow’d hermitage. 

The land obeys a Hermit and a Knight, — 

The Genii those of Spain for many an age ; 

This clad in sackcloth, that in armour bright. 
And that was Valour named, this Bigotry was 
bight.® 

XXYIIL 

Valour was harness’d lil^e a Chief of old, 
Arm’datall points, and prompt for knightly grst 
His sword was temper’d in the Ebro cold, 

Morena’s eagle plume adorn’d his crest, 

The spoils of Afric’s lion hound his breast. 

Fierce he stepp’d forward and flung down hi«i 

gage; 

As if of mortal kind to brave the best. 

Him follow’d his Companion, dark and sage. 

As he, my Master, sung the dangerous Archimage. 

XXIX. 

Haughty of heart and brow the Warrior came, 

In look and language proud as proud might be, 
Vaunting his lordship, lineage, fights, and fame : 
Yet was that barefoot monk more proud than 
i he : 

And as the i\’y climbs the tallest tree, 

So round the loftiest soul his toils he w’ound, 
And with his spells subdued the fierce and free, 
Till ermined Age and Youth iu arms ronowm’d, 
Ilonouriug his scourge and hair-cloth, meekly kiss’d 
the ground. 

XXX. ■ 

And thus it chanced that Valour, peerless 
knight, * 

Who ne’er to King or Kaiser veil’d his crest, 
Victorious still in bull-feast or in fight, 

Since first liis limbs with mail he did invest, 

S Stoop’d ever to that Anchoret’s behest ; 

Nor reason’d of the right, nor of the wrong, 

‘ But at his bidding laid the lance in rest, 

And wrought fell deeds the troubled world 
along, 

For he was fierce as brave, and pitiless as strong. 


3 “ These allegorical personages, which are thus described, 
are sketched in the true spirit of S 2 >eriser ; but we are not sure 
that we altogether approve of the association of such imagi- 
nary beings with the real events that jsass over the stage : and 
these, as well as the form of ambition which precedes the 

! path of Bonaparte, have somewhat the air of the immortals 
of the Luxemburg gallery, whose naked limbs and tridents, 
thunderbolts and caducei, are so singularly contrasted with 
the ruffs and whiskers, the queens, archbishops, and cardi 
nals of France and Navarre.^—Q^farferii/ B^rnew, 

4 « Armed at all points, exactly cap-a-pee.”— 
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XXXL ■ ■ 

Oft Hs proud galleys sought some newrfound world, 
That latest sees the sun, or first the morn ; 

Still at that Wizard’s feet their spoils he hurrd,-— 
Ingots of ore from rich Potosi home, 

Crowns hj Caciques, aigrettes by Omrahs worn, 
■Wrought of rare gems, but broken, rent, and foul ; 

Idols of gold from heathen temples torn, 

Bedabbled all with blood.~With grisly scowl 
The Hermit mark’d the stains, and smiled beneath 
his cowl. 

XXXIL 

Then did he bless the offering, and bade make 
Tribute to Heaven of gratitude and praise; 

And at his word the choral hymns awake, 

And many a hand the silver censer sways, 

But with the incense-breath these censers raise, 
Mix steams from corpses smouldering in the fire; 

The groans of prison’d rictims mar the lays, 

And shrieks of agony confound the quire ; 

While, ’mid the mingled sounds, the darken’d scenes 
expire. 

XXXIII. 

Preluding light, were strains of music heard, 

As once again revolved that measured sand; 

Such sounds as when, for sylvan dance prepared, 
Gay Xeres summons forth her vintage band; 

When for the light bolero ready stand 
The mozo blithe, with gay muchacha met,^ 

He conscious of his hroider’d cap and band. 

She of her netted locks and light eorsette, 

Each tiptoe perch’d to spring, and shake the castanet. 

XXXIV. 

And well such strains the opening scene became ; 
For Valour had relax’d his ardent look, 

And at a lady’s feet, like lion tame. 

Lay stretch'd, full loth the weight of arms to 

And soften’d Bigotry, upon his book, [brook ; 
Patter'd a task of little good or ill : 

But the blithe peasant plied his pruning-hook, 
Whistled the muleteer o’er vale and hill, 

And rung from village-green the merry seguidiile.^ 


1 .See Appendix, Note 1. 

2 “ 1 oe third scene, a peaceful state of indolence and ob- 
scurity, where, thou^'h the court was degenerate, the peasant 
was merry and contented, is introduced with exquisite light- 
ness and gaiety.”— Hi’vlew, 

“ The tliree grand and coriiprehtn.sive pictures in which Mr. 
Scott has delineated the state of Spain, during the three pe- 
riods to which we have alluded, arc conceived with much ge- 
nius, and executed with vor}- consWerable, though unequal 
fejicity. That of tlie Moori^h dominion is drawn, we think, 
with the greatest spirit. The reign of Chivalry and Supersti- 
tion we do not think so happily represented, by a long and 
laboured description of two allegorical personages called Bi- 
gotry and Valour. Nor is it very easy to conceive how Don 
Roderick was to learn the fortunes of his country, merely by 
ius|jecting the physioguomy and famishing of these two figu- 
raates. The truth seems to be, that Mr. Scott has been 


XXXV. 

0rey Royalty, grown impotent of toil,-’ 

Let the grave sceptre slip his lazy hold ; 

And, careless, saw his rule become the spoil 
Of a loose Female and her minion bold. 

But peace was on the cottage and the fold, 

From court intrigue, from bickering faction far ; 
Beneath the chestnut-tm Love’s tale was told, 
And to the tinkling of the light guitar, [star. 
Bweet stoop’d the western sun, sweet rose the evening 

■■ ■ XXXVL ' . 

As that sea-cloud, in size like human hand, 

When first from Carmel by the Tishbite seen, 
Came slowly overshadowing Israel’s land,^ 

A while, perchance, bedeck’d with colours sheen, 
While yet the sunbeams on its skirts had been, 
Limning with purple and with gold its shroud, 
Till darker folds obscured the blue serene, 

And blotted heaven with one broad sable cloud, 
Then sheeted rain burst down, and whirlwinds howl’d 
aloud — 

.XXXVIL ■ ■ 

Even so, upon that peaceful scene was pour’d, 

Like gathering clouds, full many a foreign band, 
And He, their Leader, wore in sheath his sword, 
And offer’d peaceful front and open hand, 
Veiling the perjured treachery he plann’d, 

By friendship’s zeal and honour’s specious guise, 
Until he won the passes of the land ; 

Then burst were honour’s oath, and friendship’s 
ties 1 [his prize. 

He clutch’d his vulture-grasp, and call’d fair Spain 

XXXVIII. 

An Iron Crown his anxious forehead bore ; 

And well such diadem his heart became. 

Who ne’er his purpose for remorse gave o’er, 

Or check’d his course for piety or shame ; 

Who, train’d a soldier, deem’d a soldier’s fame 
Might flourish in the wreath of battles won, 
Though neither truth nor honour deck’d his name ; 
Who, placed by fortune on a Monarch’s throne, 
Reck’d not of Monarch’s faith, or Mercy’s kingly tone. 


tempted on this occasion to extend a mere metaphor into an 
allegory; and to prolong a figure which might have given 
great grace and spirit to a single stanza, into the heavy sub- 
ject of seven or eight. His representation of the recent state 
of Spain, we think, displays the talent and address of the au- 
thor to the greatest advantage; for the subject was by no 
means inspiring ; nor was it easy, we should imagine, to make 
the picture of decay and inglorious indolence so engaging,*’-— 
Edinburgh lievkw, which then quotes stanzas xxxiv. andxxxv. 

8 “ The opening of the third period of the Vision is, perhaps 
necessarily, more abrupt than that of the second. No circiira- 
stance, equally marked with the alteration in the whole system 
of ancient warfare, could be introduced in this compartment 
of the poem ; yet, when we have been told that ‘Valour had 
relaxed his ardent look,* and that ‘ Bigotry ’ was ‘softened,’ wo 
are reasonably prepared for what follows,"— Review* 

■* See I. Kings, chap, xviii. v. 41—45 
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XXXIX. 

l<rom a rude isle his ruder lineage came, 

The spark, that, from a suburb-hoveFs hearth 
Ascending, wraps some capital in flame, 

Hath not a meaner or more sordid birth. 

And for the soul that bade him waste the earth — 
The sable land-flood from some swamp obscure. 
That poisons the glad husband-field with dearth, 
And by destruction bids its fame endure, 

Hath not a source more sullen, stagnant, and im- 
pure.^ 


xmi. 

The ruthless Leader beckon’d from his tram 
A wan fraternal Shade, and bade him kneel. 
And paled his temples with the crown of Spain, 
While trumpets rang, and heralds cried, “ Cas- 
tile!”® 

Not that he loved him — No! — In no man’s weal, 
Scarce in his own, e’er joy’d that sullen heart; 
Yet round that throne he bade his w’arriors wheel, 
That the poor Puppet might perform his part, 
And be a sceptred slave, at his stern beck to start. 


■ XL. , 

Before that Leader strode a shadowy Form ; 

Her limbs like mist, her torch like meteor show’d, 
"With which she beckon’d him through fight and 
storm, 

And all he crush’d that cross’d his desperate road, 
Nor thought, nor fear’d, nor look’d on what hetrode. 
Bealms could not glut his pride, blood could not 
slake, 

So oft as e’er she shook her torch abroad — 

It was Ambition bade her terrors wake, 

Nor deign’d she, as of yore, a milder form to take. 


XLIV. 

But on the Natives of that Land mi.sused, 

Not long the silence of amazement hung, 

Nor brook’d they long their friendly faith abused ; 

For, with a common shriek, the general tongue 
Exclaim’d, To arms and fast to anus they 
sprang. 

And Valour woke, that Genius of tlic Land ! 
Pleasure, and ease, and sloth, aside he flung, 

As burst th’ awakening Nazarite his band, 
WTien ’gainst his treacherous foes he clench’d his 
dreadful hand.‘^ ■ 


XLI. 

No longer now she spurn’d at mean revenge, 

Or staid her hand for conquer’d foeman’s moan ; 
As when, the fates of aged Rome to change, 

By Ctesar’s side she cross’d the Rubicon. 

Nor joy’d she to bestow the spoils she won, 

As when the banded powers of Greece were 
task’d 

To war beneath the Youth of Macedon : 

No seemly veil her modern minion ask’d, 

He saw her hideous face, and loved the fiend un- 
mask’d. 


XLT. 

That Mimic Monarch now cast anxious eye 
Upon the Satraps that begirt him round, 

Now doff’d his royal robe in act to fly. 

And from his brow the diadem unbound. 

So oft, so near, the Patriot bugle wound, 

From Tarick’s %valls to Bilboa’s mountains 
blown, 

These martial satellites hard labour found, 

To guard a while his substituted throne— 

Light recking of his cause, but battling for their 
own. 


XLVI. 

From Alpuhara’s peak that bugle rung, 

And it w^as echo’d from Corunna’s wall ; 
Stately Seville responsive war-shot flung, 
Grenada caught it in her IMoorish hall ; 
Galicia bade her children fight or fall, 

Wild Biscay shook his mountain-coronet, 
Valencia roused her at the battle-call, 

And, foremost still wdiere Valour’s sons 
met, 

First started to his gun each fiery Utliquclet. 


XLII. 

That Prelate mark’d his march — On banners blazed 
With battles won in many a distant land. 

On eagle-standards and on arms he gazed ; 

x\nd hopest thou then,” he said, “ thy power 
shall stand ? 

O, thou hast builded on the shifting sand, 

And thou hast temper’d it with slaughter’s flood; 
And know, fell scourge in the Almighty’s hand, 
Gore-moisten’d trees shall perish in the bud, 
And l.'y a bloody death, shall die the Man of Blood 


low the description of Bonaparte’s birth and country. In his- 
torical truth, we believe his family was not plebeian ; and, 
setting aside the old saying of ‘ ef praavos/ the poet is 
here evidently becoming a chorus to his own scene, and ex- 
plaining a fact which could by no means he inferred from the 
pageant that passes before the eyes of the King and Prelate. 
The Archbishop’s observation on his appearance is free, how- 
ever, from every objection of this kind .” — Quaricrly licvicw 

3 See Appendix, Note K. 

4 See Book of Judges, Chap. XY. T. 16. 


1 “ We are as ready as any of our comitrymen can be, to 
dc.signate Bonaparte’s invasion of Spain by its proper epithets; 
but -we must decline to join in the author’s declamation 
against the low birth of the invader; and we cannot help re- 
minding Mr. Scott that nuch a topic of censure is unworthy of 
him, both as a poet and as a Briton .” — Montldy Hcvkw. 

The picture of Bonaparte, considering the difficulty of all 
contemporary delineations, is not ill executed .” — EdinhunjJi 
Review. 

« “ We are not altogether pleased with the lines which fol- 
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I^rine, sap, and bomb, thy shatter’d ruins Icnow, 
Each art of war’s extremity had room, 

Twice from thy half-sack’d streets the foe withdrew 
And when at length stern fate decreed thy doom, 
They won not Zaragoza, but her cliildren^s bloody 
tomb.® 


XLYIL 

But unappalPd and burning for the fight, 

The Invaders march, of victory secure; 

Skilful their force to sever or unite. 

And train’d alike to vanquish or endure. 

Nor sidiful less, cheap conquest to ensure, 

Discord to breathe, and jealousy to sow, 

To quell by boasting, and by bribes to lure ; 

■While nought against them bring the unprac- 
tised foe, [dom’s blow. 

Save hearts for Freedom’s cause, and hands for Free- 


Yet raise thy head, sad city 1 Though in chains, 
Enthrall’d thou canst not be ! Anse, and claim 
Reverence from every heart where Freedom reigns, 
For what thou worshippest ! — thy sainted dame. 
She of the Column, honour’d be her name, 

By all, whatever their creed, who honour love ! 
And like the sacred relics of the flame, 

That gave some martyr to the bless’d above, 

To every loyal heart may thy sad embers prove! 


xLvm. 

Proudly they march-— but, O ! they march not forth 
By one hot field to crown a brief campaign, 

As when their Eagles, sweeping through the North, 
Destroy’d at every stoop an ancient reign I 
Far other fate had Heaven decreed for Spain ; 

In vain the steel, in vain the torch was plied, 
New Patriot armies started from the slain, 

High blazed the war, and long, and far, and wide,^ 
And oft the God of Battles blest the righteous side. 


■LIII. ■■■ 

Nor thine alone such WTcck. Gerona fair ! 

Faithful to death thy heroes shall be sung, 
Manning the towers while o’er their heads the air 
Swart as the smoke from raging furnace hung ; 
Now thicker dark’ning where the mine wms sprung, 
Now briefly lighten’d by the cannon’s flare, 

Now arch’d with fire- sparks as the bomb was flung, 
And redd’ning now with conflagration’s glare, 
While by the fatal light the foes for storm prepare. 


XLIX. 

Nor unatoned, where Freedom’s foeS prevail, 
Remain’d their savage waste. With blade and | 
By day the Invaders ravaged hill and dale, [brand, 
But, with the darkness, the Guerilla band 
Came like night’s tempest, and avenged the land, 
And clmm’d for blood the retribution due, 

Probed the hard heart, and lopp’d the murd’rous 
hand; [threw. 

And Dawn, when o'er the scene her beams she 
Midst ruins they had made, the spoilers’ corpses imew. 


While all around was danger, strife, and fear, 
While the earth shook, and darken’d was the sky 
And wide Destruction stunn’d the listening ear, 
Appall’d the heart, and stupified the eye, — 

Afar was heard that thrice-repeated cry, 

In which old Albion’s heart and tongue unite, 
Wliene’er her soul is up, and pulse beats high, 
Whether it hall the wine cup or the fight, 

And bid each arm be strong, or bid each heart be light. 


Wliat minstrel verse may sing, or tongue may tell, 
Amid the vision’d strife from sea to sea, 

How oft the Patriot banners rose or fell. 

Still honour’d in defeat as rictory ! 

For that sad pageant of events to bo, 

Show’d every form of fight by field and flood ; 
Slaughter and Ruin, shouting forth their glee, 
Beheld, while riding on the tempest scud, [blood I 
The waters choked with slain, the earth bedrench’d wdth 


Don Roderick turn'd him as the shout grew loud — ® 
A varied scene the changeful vision show’d. 

For, w'here the ocean mingled with the cloud, 

A gallant navy stemm'd the billows broad. 

From mast and stern St. George’s symbol flow’d. 
Blent with the silver cross to Scotland dear ; 
Mottling the sea their landward barges row’d. ^ 
And flash’d the sun on bayonet, brand, and spear, 
And the wild beach return’d the seaman’s jovial 
cheer.® 


Then Zaragoza— blighted be the tongue 
That names thy name without the honour due 
For never hath the harp of IMirisircl rung, 

Of faith so felly proved, so firmly true 1 


i See Appetidix, Note L. 

S See Appendix, Note M. 

8 MS.— “ Don Boderick turn’d him at the sudden cry.” 

* MS.—** Eight for the shore unnumbered barges row'd.” 

* Compare with Ibis passage, and the Valour, Bigotry, and 
Ambition of the previous stanzas, the celebrated personifica- 
tion of War, in the first canto of Cliilde Harold,— 


Lo ! where the Giant on the mountain stands. 

His blood-red tresses deep’ning in the sun. 

With death-shot glowing in his fiery hands. 

And eye that scorcheth all it glares upon : 

Bestless it rolls, now fix’d, and now anon 
Flashing afar, — and at his iron feet 
Destruction cowers, to mark what deeds are done ; 

For on this morn three potent nations meet 
To shed before Ms shrine the blood he deems most sweet, 




THE VISION OF DON RODEBICK. 


LVI. 

it wiis a dread, yet spirit-stirring sight 1 
The billows foam’d beneath a thousand oars. 

Fast as they land the red-cross ranks unite, 
Legions on legions bright’ning all the shores. 
Then banners rise, and cannon-signal roars, 

Then peals the warlike thunder of the drum, 
Thrills the loud fife, the trumpet-flourish pours, 
And patriot hopes awake, and doubts are dumb, 
Por, bold in Freedom’s cause, the bands of Ocean 
come I 

LVIL 

A various host they came — whose ranks display 
Each mode in which the warrior meets the fight, 
The deep battalion locks its firm array, 

And meditates his aim the marksman light ; 

Far glance the light of sabres flashing bright, 
Where mounted squadrons shake the echoing 
mead,^ 

Lacks not artillery breathing fliame and night. 

Nor the fleet ordnance whirl’d by rapid steed. 
That rivals lightning’s flash in ruin and in speed.- 

LVIIL 

A various host — ^fi*om Idndred realms they came/ 
Brethren in arms, but rivals in renown — 

For yon fliir bands shall merry England claim. 

And with their deeds of valour deck her crown. 
Hers their bold port, and hers their martial frowm, 
And hers their scorn of death in freedom’s cause, 
Their eyes of azure, and their locks of brown. 

And the blunt speech that bursts without a pause, 
And freeborn thoughts, which league the Soldier with 
the Laws. 

LIX. 

And, 0 ! loved warriors of the Minstrel’s land ! 

Yonder your bonnets nod, your tartans wave! 
The rugged form may mark the mountain band. 
And harsher features, and a mien more grave ; 


By lieaven ! it is a splendid sight to see * 

(For one who hath no friend, no brother there) 

Their rival scarfs of mix’d embroidery. 

Their various arms, that glitter in the air I 

What gallant war-hounds rouse them from their lair 

And gnash their fangs, loud yelling for the prey! 

All join the chase, hut few the triumph share. 

The grave shall hear the chiefest prize away. 

And Havoc scarce for joy can number their array. 

“ Three hosts combine to offer sacrifice; 

Three tongues prefer strange orisons on high ; 

Three gaudy standards flout the pale blue skies; 

The shouts are France, Spain, Albion, Victory I 
The foe, the victim, and the fond ally 
That fights for all, but ever fights in vain. 

Are met— as if at home they could not die— 

To feed the crow on Talavera’s plain, 

And fertilize the field that each protends to gain.” 

a MS. “ the dusty mead.” 


273 

But ne’er in battle-field throbb’d heait so bra\e. 

As that which beats beneath the Scottish plaid ; 
And when the pibroch bids the battle rave, 

And level for the charge your arms are laid, 
Where lives the desperate foe that for such onset staid I 

■LX,' . 

Hark I from yon stately ranks what U Jighter rings, 
Mingling wild mirth with war’s stem minstrelsy, 
His Jest while each blithe comrade round him flings,* 
And moves to death with military glee : 

Boast, Erin, boast them I tameless, frank, and free, 
In kindness warm, and fierce in danger known. 
Rough nature’s children, humorous as she: 

And He, yon Chieftain — strike the proudest tone 
Of thy bold harp, green Isle I— the Hero is thine 
own. 

LXL 

Now on the scene Vimeira should be shown, 

On Talavera’s fight should Roderick gaze, 

And hear Corunna wail her battle won, 

And see Busaco’s crest with lightning blaze: — ’ 
But shall fond fable mix with heroes’ praise? 

Hath Fiction’s stage for Truth’s long triumphs 
room? 

And dare her wild-flowers mingle with the bays. 
That claim a long eternity to bloom 
Around the warrior’s crest, and o’er the worrier’s 
tomb ! 

LXIL 

Or may I give adventurous Fancy scope, 

And stretch a bold hand to the awful veil 
That hides futurity from anxious hope, 

Bidding beyond it scenes of glory hail. 

And painting Europe rousing at the tale 
Of Spain’s invaders from her confines hurl'd. 
While kindling nations buckle on their mail. 

And Fame, with clarion-blast and wings unfurl’d, 
To Freedom and Revenge awakes an injured World 


2 “ The lauding of the English is admirably described ; nor 
is there any thing finer in the whole poem than the following 
passage, (stanzas Iv. Ivi. Ivii.) with the exception always of 
the three concluding lines, which appear to us to be very nearly 
as bad as possible.”— J kh’FRJsy. 

3 “ The three succeeding stanzas (1 viii. lix. lx. ) are elaborate ; 
but we think, on the whole, successful. They will probably 
be oftener quoted than any other passage in the poem 
Jeffrey. 

4 MS.— “ His jest each careless comrade round Mm flings.” 

5 For details of the battle of Vimeira, fought 21gt Aug. 1808 
—of Corunna, 16th Jan. 1809— of Talavera, 28th July, 1809— 
and of Busaco, 27th Sept. 1810— See Sir Walter Scott's Life 
of Napoleon, volume vi. under these dates. 

6 « The nation will arise regenerate ; 

Strong in her second youth and beautiful. 

And like a spirit that hath shaken off 
The clog of dull mortality, shall Spain 
Arise in glory.”— Southey’s Rodcricli. 
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Lxni. 

O vain, though anxious, is the glance I cast, 
Since Fate has mark’d futurity her own : 

Yet fate resigns to worth the glorious past, 

The deeds recorded, and the laurels won. 
Then, though the Vault of Destiny^ be gone,^ 
King, Prelate, all the phantasms of my brain, 
Melted away like mist-wreaths in the sun, 

Yet grant for faith, for valour, and for Spain, 
One note of pride and fire, a Patriot’s parting strain 


And shall the boastful Chief maintain his word, 
Though Heaven hath heard the wailings of the 
land, 

Though Lusitania whet her vengeful sword, 
Though Britons arm, and Wellington command ! 
No ! grim Busaco’s iron ridge shall stand 
An adamantine barrier to his force ; 

And from its base shall wheel his shatter’d band, 
As from the unshahen rock the torrent hoai-se 
Bears off its broken waves, and seeks a devious course. 


Yet not because Alcoba’s mountain-hawk 
Hath on his best and bravest made her food, 
ijf In numbers confident, yon Chief shall baulk 

His Lord’s imperial thirst for spoil and blood : 
For full in view the promised conquest stood, 

And Lisbon s matrons from their w'alls, might 

sum 

1. The myriads tliat had half the world subdued, 

Who shall command EstreHa’s mountain-tide® hear the distant thunders of the drum, 

Back to the source, when tempest-chafed, to hie ? Thathids the bands of France to storm and havoc como. 
Who, when Gascogne’s vex’d gulf is raging wide, 

Shall hush it as a tlurse her infant’s C 17 ? V. 

His magic power let such vain boaster try. Four moons have heard these thunders idly roll’d, 

And when the torrent shall his voice obey, Have seen those wistful myriads eye their prey, 

And Biscay’s whirlwinds list liis lullaby, As famish’d wolves survey a guarded fold — 

Let him stand forth and bar mine eagles’ way, But in the middle path a Lion lay 1 

And they shall heed his voice, and at his bidding stay. At length they move— but not to battle-fray, 

Nor blaze yon fires where meets the manly fight : 
n. Beacons of infamy, they light the way 

“ Else ne'er to stoop, till high on Lisbon’s towers Where cowardice and cruelty unite 

' They close their wings, the symbol of our yoke, To damn with double shame their ignominious flight I 
And their own sc-a hath whelm’d yon red-cross 

Powersl” VI. 

Thus, on the summit of Alverca’s rock, 0 triumph for the Fiends of Lust and iVi'ath I 

To Marshall, Duke, and Peer, Gaul’s Leader Ne’er to be told, yet ne’er to be forgot, 

spoke. What wanton horrors mark’d their wreckful path ! 

While downward on the land his legions press, The peasant butcher’d in his ruin’d cot, 

Before them it was rich with vine and flock, The hoary priest even at the altar shot, 

And smiled like Eden in her summer dress ; — Childhood and age given o’er to sword and flame, 

Behind their wasteful march, a reeking wilderness.'* Wpman to infamy;— no crime forgot, 


1 See Appendix, Note N. whole romantic group ^'anishes at once from our sight ; arul 

2 “ For a mere introduction to the exploits of our English are hurried, with minds yet disturbed with those powerful 
commanders, the story of Bon Eoderick’s sins and confes- apparitions, to the comparatively sober and cold narration of 
sions,— the minute description of his army and attendants, — Bonaparte s villanies, and to draw battles between mere 
and the whole interest and machinery of the enchanted vault, mortal combatants in English and French uiuforms. The 
with the greater part of the Vision itself, are far too long and and elaborate vestibule, in short, in which we had been 
elaborate. They withdraw our curiosity and attention from long detained, 

the objects for which they had been bespoken, and gradually 

engage them upon a ne'w and independent series of romantic * Where wonders wild of Arabesque combine 

adventures, in which it is not easy to see how Lord Welling- With Gothic imagery of darker shade/ 

ton and Bonaparte can have any concern. But, on the other 

hand, no sooner is this new interest excited,— no sooner have corresponding palace attached to it ; and the long 

we surrendered our imaginations into the hands of this dark uoviciute we are made to serve to the mysterious powers ot 
enchanter, and heated our fancies to the proper pitch for romance is not repaid, after all, by an introduction to tiieir 
sympathizing in the fortunes of Gothic Icings and Moorish in- awful presence ”- — — J KFKJiiiV. 

vaders, with their imposing accompaniments of harnessed s MS.— « Who shall command the torrent’s headlong tide.**’ 
loiights, ravished damselB, and enchanted statues, than the * See Appendix, Note O. 
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By ’whicli inventive demons might proclaim Andj at the bloody speai 

Immortal hate to man, and scorn of God’s great name I Thy Despot’s giant guards fio 


VII. 

The rudest sentinel, in Britain born, 

With horror paused to view the havoc done. 
Gave his poor crust to feed some wretch forlorn,^ 
Wiped his stern eye, then fiercer grasp’d his gun. 
Nor with less zeal shall Britain’s peaceful son 
Exult the debt of sympathy to pay ; 

Riches nor poverty the tax shall shun, 

Nor prince nor peer, the wealthy nor the gay, 
Nor tlie poor peasant’s mite, nor bard’s more W’ortli- 
iesslay.2 


Go, baffled boaster 1 teach thy haughty mood 
To plead at thine imperious master’s throne, 
Say, thou hast left his legions in their blood, 
Deceived his hopes, and frustrated thine own ; 
Say, that thine utmost skill and valour shown, 

By British skill and valour were outvied ; 

Last say, thy conqueror was Wellington 1 7 
And if he chafe, be his own fortune tried — 

God and our cause to friend, the venture W'e’ll abide. 


XII. 

But you, ye heroes of that well-fought day, 

How shall a bard, unknowing and unknown, 
His meed to each victorious leader pay, 

Or bind on every brow the laurels won ? ® 

Yet fain my harp would wake its boldest tone. 
O’er the wide sea to hail Cadogan brave ; 

And he, perchance, the minstrel-note might own, 
Mindful of meeting brief that Fortune gave 
’Mid yon far western isles that hear the Atlantic 
rave. 


VIII. 

But thou — unfoughten wilt thou yield to Fate, 
Minion of Fortune, now miscali’d in vain ! 

Can vantage-ground no confidence create, 
Marcella’s pass, nor Guarda’s mountain-chain 1 
Vainglorious fugitive F yet turn again I 
Behold, where, named by some prophetic Seer, 
Flows Honour’s Fountain,^ as foredoom’d the stain 
jFrom thy dishonour’d name and arms to clear — 
Fallen Child of Fortune, turn, redeem her favour here ! 


XIIL 

Yes! hard the task, when Britons wield the sword, 
To give each Chief and every field its fame : 
Hark ! Albuera thunders Beresford, 

And Red Barosa shouts for dauntless Gujeime! 
O for a verse of tumult and of flame, 

Bold as the bursting of their cannon sound, 

To bid the world re-echo to their fame ! 

For never, upon gory battle-ground, 

With conquest’s well-bought wreath were braver vic- 
tors crown’d! 


Yet, ere thou turn’st, collect each distant aid; 

Those chief that never heard the lion roar ! 
Witliin whose souls lives not a trace portray’d, 

Of Talavera, or Mondego’s shore ! 

Marshal each band thou hast, and summon more ; 

Of war’s fell stratagems exhaust the whole ; 
Rank upon rank, squadron on squadron pour, 
Legion on legion on thy foeman roll. 

And weary out his arm— thou canst not quell his soul. 


XIV. 

O who shall grudge him Aibuera’s bays,® 

Who brought a race regenerate to the field. 
Roused them to emulate their fathers’ praise. 
Temper’d their headlong rage, their courage 
steel’d,^® 

And raised lair Lusitania’s fallen shield. 


0 vainly gleams with steel Agueda’s shore, 

Vainly thy squadrons hide Assuava’s plain, 

And front the flying thunders as they roar, 

With frantic charge and tenfold odds, in vain !® 
And what avails thee that, for Cameron slain,® 
Wild from his piaided ranks the yell was given— 
Vengeance and grief gave mountain-rage the rein, 


Stacies, nor fettered by prejudices, not immured witliin the 
pedantries of his profession— hnt playing the general and the 
hero when most of our military commanders would have ex- 
hibited the drill seijeant, or at best the adjutant. These 
campaigns will teach ns what we have long needed to kno w, 
that success depends not on the nice drillingof regiments, but 
upon the grand movements and combinations of an army. 
We have been hitherto polishing hinges, when we should hfive 
studied the mechanical union of a huge machine. Now, our 
array begin to see that the grand secret, as the French call it, 
consists only in union, joint exertion, and concerted move- 
ment. Tills will enable us to meet the dogs on fair terms as 
to numbers, and for the rest, * My soul and body on the action 
both.”— voh iit p. 313. 

8 See Appendix, Editor’s Note T. 

n BIS.— “ O who shall grudge yon chief the victor's bays.'" 

Ui See Appendix, Note U. 


1 See Appendix, Note P. 

2 The MS. has, for the preceding five lines— 

** And in pursuit vindictive hurried on. 

And 0, survivors sad ! to you belong 
Tributes from each that Britain calls her son, 

From all her nobles, all her wealthier throng. 

To her poor peasant’s mite, and minstrel’s poorer song.” 

8 See Appendix, Note Q, 

The literal translation of Fuentes d* Eonoro, 

8 See Appendix, Note R. 

® See Appendix, Note S. 

7 On the adth of April 1811, Scott writes thus to Mr. Morritt: 
— “I rejoice with tlie heart of a Scotsman in the success of Lord 
W ellington, and with all the pride of a seer to boot. I have 
been ior three years proclaiming him as the only man we had 
to trust to— a man of talent and genius— not deterred by ob- 
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And ga.Te new edge to Lusitania’s sword, 

And tanglit Iier sons forgotten arms to wield— 
Shiver’d my harp, and burst its every chord, 

If it forget thy worth, victorious Beresford ! 

XY.^ 

Not on that bloody field of battle won. 

Though Gaul’s proud legions roll’d like mist 
away, 

Was half his self-devoted valour shown, — | 

He gaged but life on that illustrious day ; j 

But when he toil’d those squadrons to array, 

Who fought like Britons in the bloody game, 
Sharper than Polish pike or assagay, 

He braved the shafts of censure and of shame,,, 
And, dearer far than life, he pledged a soldier’s fame. 

XYI. 

Xor be Ms praise o’erpast who strove to hide 
Beneath the warrior’s vest aftection’s wound, 
Whose wish Heaven for his country’s w^'eal denied 
Danger and fate he sought, but glory found. 
From clime to clime, where’er war’s trumpets sound. 
The wanderer went ; yet, Caledonia ! still® 

Thine was his thought in march and tented ground j 


He dream’d ’mid Alpine cliffs of Atholo’s hill. 
And heard in Ebro’s roar his Lyndoch’s lovely rill,* 

XVIL 

0 hero of a race renown’d of old, 

Whose war-cry oft has waked the battle-swell, 
Since first distinguish’d in the onset bold, 

Wild sounding when the Roman rampart fell ! 
Bv Wallace’ side it rung the Southron’s knell, 
Aiderne, Kilsythe, and Tibber, own’d its lame, 
Tummell’s rude pass can of its terrors tell, 

But ne’er from prouder field arose the name, 
Than when wild Ronda learn’d the conquering shout 
of GRiBMB!® 

XYIII. 

But all too long, through seas unknown and dark, 
(With Spenser’s parable I close my tale,)® 

By shoal and rock hath steer’d my venturous bark, 
And landw^ard now I di’ive before the gale. 

And now the blue and distant shore I hail, 

And nearer now I see the port expand. 

And now I gladly furl my weary sail, 

And as the prow light touches on the strand, 
j I strike my red-cross flag .and hind my skiff to land. 


1 MS.—'** Not greater on that mount of strife and blood, 

While Gaul’s proud legions roll’d like mist away, I 
And tides of gore stain’d Adbuera’s flood, 

And Poland's shatter’d lines before him lay. 

And clarions hail’d him victor of the day. 

Not greater when he toil’d yon legions to array, 
‘Twas life he peril’d in that stubborn game. 

And life 'gainst honour when did soldier weigh ? 

But, self-devoted to his generous aim, 
far dearer than his life, the hero pledged his fame." 
s MS.— “ Nor be his meed o’erpast who sadly tried 

With valour’s wreath to hide affection’s wound. 
To vrhom his wish Heaven for our weal denied.” 

3 MS.—** From war to war the wanderer went his round. 

Yet was his soul in Caledonia still; 

Hers was liis thought,” &c. 

4 MS. fairy rill.” 

** These lines excel the noisier and more general pane- 
gyrics of the commanders in Portugal, as much as the sweet 
and thrilling tones of the harp surpass an ordinary flourish of 
drums and trumpets.”— Eeview. 

” Perhaps it is our nationality which makes us like better 
the tribute to General Grahame— though there is something, 
we believe, in the softness of the sentiment that will be felt, 
by English readers, as a relief from the exceeding 
clamour and loud boastings of all the surrounding stanzas."— 
Mdlnhurgh Mvim. 

5 See Appendix, Note V. 

** Now, strike your sailes, yee iolly mariners. 

For we be come unto a quiet rode. 

Where we must land some of our passengers, 

And light this weary vessel! of her lode. 

Here she a while may make her safe abode, 

Till she repaired have her tackles spent 
And wants supplide ; and then againe abroad 
On the long voiage whereto she is bent : 

Weil may she speede, and fairely finish her intent I" 
Fa,^ri& Qu&sne, Booki. Canto 12. 


7 ** No comparison can he fairly instituted between composi- 
tions so wholly different in stylo and designation as the pre- 
sent poem and Mr. Scott’s former productions. The present 
poem neither has, nor, from its nature, could have the interest 
which arises from an eventful plot, or a detailed delineation 
of character ; and we shall arrive at a far more accurate esti- 
mation of its merits by comparing it with * The Bard’ of Gray, 

I or that particular scene of Ariosto, where Bradamante beholds 
the wonders of Merlin’s tomb. To this it has many strong and 
evident features of resemblance ; but, in our opinion, greatly 
surpasses it both in the dignity of the objects represented, and 
the picturesque effect of the machinery, 

** We are inclined to rank The Vision of Don Roderick, not 
only above * The Bard,’ but, (excepting Adam’s Vision from 
' the Mount of Paradise, and the matchless beauties of the 
sixth book of Virgil,) above all the historical and poetical 
prospects which have come to our knowledge. The scenic 
representation is at once gorgeous and natural ; and the lan- 
guage, and imagery, is altogether as spirited, and bears the 
stamp of more care and polish than even the most celebrated 
of the author’s former productions. If it please us less than 
these, we must attribute it in part perhaps to the want of 
contrivance, and in a still greater degree to the nature of the 
subject itself, which is deprived of all the interest derived 
from suspense or sympathy, and, as flir as it is connected with 
modem politics, represents a scene too near our immediate 
inspection to admit the interposition of the magic glass of 
fiction and poetry.”— QMrtrfa’fy Meview, October, 1811. 


** The Vision of Don Roderick has been received with less 
interest by the public than any of the author’s other perform- 
ances ; and has been read, we should imagine, with some de- 
gree of disappointment even by those who took it up with the 
most reasonable expectations. Yet it is written with very 
considerable spirit, and with more care and effort than most 
of the author’s compositions with a degree of effort, indeed, 
which could scarcelyhave failed of success, if the author had 
not succeeded so splendidly on other occasions without any 
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THE VISION OF BON RODERICK, 


effort at ail, or had chosen any other subject tnan that ■which ( 
fills the ci 7 of our alehouse politicians, and supplies the gabble i 
of all the quidnuncs in this country, — our depending cam- ; 
paigns in Spain and Portugal,— -■with the exploits of Lord Wel- 
lington and the spoliations of the French armies. The nomi- 
nal subject of the poem, indeed, is the Vision of Bon Eoderick, 
in the eighth century ; but this is obviously a mere prelude to 
the grand piece of our recent battles,— a sort of machinery 
devised to give dignity and effect to their introduction. In 
point of fact, the poem begins and ends with Lord Wellington ; 
and being written for the benefit of the plundered Portuguese, 
and upon a Spanish story, the thing could not well have been 
otherwise. The public, at this moment, will listen to nothing, 
about Spain, but the history of the Spanish war ; and the old 
Cjothic Mng, and the Moors, are considered, we dare say, by 
Mr. Scott’s most impatient readers, as very tedious interlopers 

in the proper business of the piece The Poem has 

scarcely any story, and scarcely any characters ; and consists, 
in truth, almost entirely of a series of descriptions, inter- 
mingled with plaudits and execrations. The descriptions are 
many of them, very fine, though the style is more turgid and 
rerbose than in the better parts of Mr. Scott’s other produc- 
tions; but the invectives and acclamations are too vehement 
and too frequent to be either graceful or impressive. There 
is no climax or progression to relieve the ear, or stimulate the 
imagination. Mr. Scott sets out on the very highest pitch of 
his voice, and kee])s it up to the end of the measure. There 
are no grand swells, therefore, or overpowering bursts in his 
song. Ail, from first to last, is loud, and clamorous, and ob- 
trusive,— indiscriminately noisy, and often ineffectually exag- 
gerated. He has fewer new images than in his other poetry 
—his tone is less natural and varied. — and he moves, upon 
the whole, with a slower and more laborious pace.”— J effbey, 
Edinburgh EcoicWf 1811. 


the merits of Sir John Moore ; 1 but as f never exactly disco- 
vered in what theae lay, unless in couducting his advance and 
retreat upon a plan the most likely to verify the desponding 
sxjeculatious of the foresaid reviewers, I must hold myself ex- 
cused for not giving praise where I was finable to see that 
much was due.”— S'coW to Jfn iifom'it, Sd, 1811. Li/i\ 
vol. iil p. 328, 


“The Vision of Bon Eoderick had features of novelty, both 
as to the subject and the manner of the composition, which 
excited much attention, and gave rise to some sharp contro- 
versy. The main fable was indeed from the most picturesque 
region of oidromance; but it was made throughout the vehicle 
of feelings directly adverse to those with which the Whig 
critics had all along regarded the interference of Britain in 
behalf of the nations of the Peninsula ; and the silence which, 
while celebrating our other generals on that scene of action, 
had been preserved •with respect to Scott’s own gallant coun- 
tryman, Sir John Moore, was considered or represented by 
them as an odious example of genius hoodwinked by the in- 
fluence of party. Nor w'ere there wanting persons who affect- 
ed to discover that the charm of Scott’s poetry had to a great 
extent evaporated under the severe test to which he had ex- 
posed it, by adopting, in x>laee of tlmse comparatively light 
and easy measures in which he had hitherto dealt, the most 
elaborate one that our literature exhibits. The production, 
notwithstanding the complexity of the S-pcufjerian stanza, had 
been very rapidly executed ; and it shows, accordingly, many 
traces of negligence. But the patriotic inspiration of it found 
an echo in the vast majority of British hearts; many of the 
Whig oracles tiiemselves ackno-wlcdged that the difficulties 
of the metre had been on the whole successfully overcome ; 
and even the hardest critics were compelled to express un- 
qualified admiration of various detached pictures and pas- 
sages, which, in truth, as no one now disputes, neither he nor 
any other poet ever excelled. The whole setting or framework 
—whatever relates in short to the last of the Goths himself— 
was, I think, even then unanimously pronounced admirable; 
and no party feeling could blind any man to the heroic splen- 
dour of such stanzas as those in -svhich the three equally gal- 
lant elements of a British army are contrasted.”— Lockiiabt, 

I Life, vol. iii. p. 319. 


“ The Edinburgh Keviewers have been down on my poor 
Don hand to fist ; but, truly, as they are too fastidious to a])- 
prove of the campaign, I should be very unreasonable if I ex- 
pected them to like the celebration of it. I agree with them, 
however, as to the lumbeilng weight of the stanza, and I 
shrewdly suspect it -would require a very great poet indeed to 
prevent the tedium arising from the recurrence of rhymes. 
Our language is unable to support the expenditure of so many 
for each stanza ; even Spenser himself, with all the license of 
using obsolete words and uncommon spellings, sometimes fa- 
tjguea the ear. Tliey are also very wroth with me for omitting 


1 See xVppendix, Editor’s Note, T, 
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A belief in the existence and nnctwrnal revels of the fairies 
still lingers among the vulgar in Selkirkshire. A copious 
fountain upon the ridge of Minchmore, called the Cheesewell, 
is supposed to he sacred to these fanciful spirits, and it was 
customary to propitiate them by throwing in sometliing upon 
passing it. A pin was the usual oblation ; and the ceremony 
is still sometimes practised, though rather in jest tlian earnest. 


ArA Cattrmth's ffL'ns with voice oflHiimpk noig. 

And mystic 3ferUn harp'd, and grcy-hair'd Llywarch 
2()5. 

This locality may startle those readers who do not recollect 
that much of the ancient poetry preserved in Wales refers 
less to the history of the Principality to which that name is 
now limited, than to events which happened in the north-west 
of England, and south-west of Scotland, where the Britons 
for a long time made a stand against the Saxons. Tlie battle 
of Cattreath, lamented by the celebrated Aneurin, is suppo- 
sed, by the learned Dr. Leyden, to have been fought on the 
skirts of Ettrick Forest, it is known to the English reader 
by the paraplirase of Gray, beginning. 


— The rude villager, Tiis Mboiir dOMf 

In verse spontaneous chants some favour'd name,-^l\ 2tKi. 

The flexibility of the Italian and Spanish languages, and 
perhaps the liveliness of their genius, renders these countries 
distinguished for the talent of improvvisation, which is found 
even among the lowest of the people. It is mentioned by Ba- 
retti and other travellers. 


Had I but the torrent’s might, 

With headlong riige and wild affright,” &:c. 


But it is not so generally known that the champions, mourned 
in this beautiful dirge, were the British inhabitants of Edin- 
burgh, who were cut off by the Saxons of Deiria, or Northum- 
berland, about the latter part of the sixth century.— Tua- 
Nsa’s History <fthe Anglo-Saxons, edition 1799, vol. i. p. 222. 
Llywarch, the celebrated bard and monarch, was Prince of 
Argood, in Cumberland ; and his youthful exploits were per- 
formed upon the Border, although in his age he was driven 
into Powys by the successes of the Anglo-Saxons. As for 
Merlin Wyllt, or the Savage, his name of Caledonia, and his 
retreat into the Caledonian wood, appropriate him to Scot- 
land. Fordun dedicates the thirty-Srst chapter of the third 
book of Iris Scoto-Chronicon, to a narration of the death of 
this celebrated bard and prophet near Drumelzicr, a village 
upon Tweed, which is supposed to have derived its name 
{quasi Tumulus Merlini) from the event. Tlie particular spot 
in which he is buried is still shown, and appears, from the 
following quotation, to have partaken of his prophetic qua- 
lities “ There is one thing xeraarkable here, which is, that 
the bum called Pausayl runs by the east side of this church- 
yard into the Tweed ; at the side of which burn, a little be- 
low the churchyard, the famous prophet Merlin is said to 
be buried. The particular place of his grave, at the root of 
a thorn tree, was shown me, many years ago, by the old and 
reverend minister of the place, Mr. Bichard Brown ; and here 
was the old prophecy fulfilled, delivered in Scots rlijme, to 
this purpose 


Kindling at the deeds of Grmne.—P. 265. 


Over a name sacred for ages to heroic verse, a poet may be 
allowed to exercise some power. I have used the freedom, 
here and elsewhere, to alter the orthograi»hy of the name of 
my gallant countryman, in order to apprize the Southern rea- 
der of its legitimate sound Grahame being, on the other side 
of the Tweed, usually pronounced as a dissyllable. 


What I will Don Roderick here till morning sta7/, 

To wear in shrift and prayer the night awayf 
And are his hours in such dull penance past. 

For fair Florinda's plunder'd charms topayf—'P. 206. 


Almost all the Spanish historians, as well as the voice of 
tradition, ascribe the invasion of the Moors to the forcible vio- 
lation committed by Eoderick upon Florinda, called by the 
Moors, Gaha or Cava. She was the daughter of Count Julian, 
one of the Gothic monarch’s principal lieutenants, who, when 
the crime was perpetrated, was engaged in the defence of 
Ceuta against the Moors. In his indignation at the ingrati- 
tude of his sovereign, and the dishonour of his daughter, Count 
Julian forgot the duties of a Christian and a patriot, and, 
forming an alliance with Musa, then the Caliph’s lieutenant 


When Tweed and Pausayl meet at Merlin’s grave, 
Scotland and England shall one Monarch have.* 


For, the same day that our King James the Sixth was 
crowned King of England, the river Tweed, by an extraordi- 
nary flood, so far overflowed its banks, that it met and joined 
whh the Pausayl at the said grave, which was never before 
observed to fall out.”— Pjsnnycuick’s DescHplion of Tu'ced- 
fitsde. Ediit. 1715, iv. p. 26. 
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jn Alnca, Iio countenanced tlie invasion of Spain by a body of 
Saracens and Africans, commanded by the celebrated Tarik ; 
the issue of which was tlie defeat and death of Roderick, and 
the occupation of almost the whole peninsula by the Moors. 
Voltaire, in his General History, expresses his doubts of this , 
popular story, and Gibbon gives him some countenance ; but 
the universal tradition is quite sufficient for the purposes of 
poetry. The Spaniards, in detestation of Florinda’s memory, 
are said, hy Cervantes, never to bestow that name upon any 
human female, reserving it for their dogs. Nor is the tradi- 
tion less inveterate among the Moors, since the same author 
mentions a promontory on the coast of Barbary, called “"The 
Cape of the Caba Rumia, which, in our tongue, is the Cape of 
the Wicked Christian Woman ; and it is a tradition among 
the Moors, that Caba, the daughter of Count Julian, who was j 
the cause of the lo.ss of Spain, lies buried there, and they think i 
it ominous to be forced into that bay ; for they never go in I 
otherwise than by necessity.” I 


And (^uide me. Priest^ to tMt. m)fstermus room, 
fVhere, if avght irm in old tradition, he. 

Mis naiion^s future fate a Spanish King shall see . — P. 267. 

The transition of an incident from history to tradition, and 
from tradition to fable and romance, becoming more marvel- 
lous at each step from its original simplicity, is not ill exem- ^ 
plifiedin the accountbf the “ Fated Chamber ” of Don Rode- 1 
rick, as given by his namesake, the historian of Toledo, con- j 
trusted with subsequent and more romantic accounts of the I 
same subterranean discovery. I give the Archbishop of Tole- 1 
do*s tale in the words of Nonius, who seems to intimate, | 
(though very modestly,) that the fatale palathm of which so | 
much had been said, was only the mins of a Roman amphi- 
theatre, 

“ Extra muros, septentrionera versus, vestigia magni olim 
thcatri sparsa visuntur. Auctor est Rodcricus, Toletanus 
Archiepiscopus ante Arabum in Hispauias irruptionem, hie 
fatale palaUim fuisse *, quod iiivicti vectes mtema ferri robora 
claudebant, ne xeseratum Hispauias excidium adferret ; quod 
in iatis non vnlgus solum, sed et pmdentisaimi quique crede- 
bant. Sed Roderici ultimi Gotborum Regis animum infelix 
curiositas subiit, seiendiquid sub tot vetitis claustris observa- 
retur; ingentes ibi superiorum regum opes et arcanos thesau- 
roa servari ratus. Seras et pessulos perfringi curat, invitis 
omnibus ; nihil prater arculam repertum, et in ea lintcum, i 
quo exi>licato nova et insolentes hominum facies habitusque i 
apparuere, cnin inscriptione Latina, Mispanm excidium ab 
iUa gente imminerer Vnltns habitusque Maurorura erant. i 
Quamobrem ex Africa tantam cladem instate regi caterisque ’ 
persuasum ; nee falao ut Hispania annales etiamnum que- : 
nmtuv**—Mlspania Ludavic. Nonij. cap. lix. I 

But, about the term of the expulsion of the Moors from 
Grenada, we find, in the ‘‘ Mistoria Verdadeyra del Rey Don 
Rodrigo f a (pretended) translation from the Arabic of the 
sage Alcayde Abuleacira Tarif Abentarique, a legend which 
puts to shame the modesty of the historian Roderick, with his 
chest and prophetic picture. The custom of ascribing a pre- 
tended Moorish original to these legendary histories, is ridi- 
culed by Cervantes, who affects to translate the History of the 
Knight of the Vv'^oful Figure, from the Arabic of the sage Cid 
Hamet Benengeli. As I have been indebted to the Historia 
Verdadeyra for some of the imagery employed in the text, the 
following literal translation from the work itself may gratify 
the inquisitive reader 

“ One mile on the east side of the city of Toledo, among 
Pome rocks, was situated an ancient tower, of a magnificent 
',?h-acture, though much dilapidated by time, which consumes 


all: four cstadoes (/. «. four times a man’s height) below it, 
there was a cave ^th a very narrow entrance, and a gate 
out of the solid rock, lined with a .strong covering of iron, and 
fastened with many locks ; above the gate some Greek letters 
are engraved, which, although abbreviated, and of doubtful 
meaning, were thus interpreted, according to the exposition of 
learned men:—* The King who opens this cave, and can dis- 
cover the wonders, will discover both good and evil things.'— 
Many Kings desired to know the mystery of this tower, and 
sought to find out the manner with much care ; but when they 
opened the gate, such a tremendous noise arose in the cave^ 
that it appeared as if the earth was bursting *, many of those 
present sickened with fear, and others lost their lives. In order 
to prevent such great jicrils, (as they supposed a dangerous en- 
chantment was contained within,) they secured the gate with 
now locks, concluding, that, though a King was destined to 
open it, the fated time was not vet arrived. At last King 
Don Rodrigo, led on by his evil fortune and unlucky destiny, 
opened the tower j and some bold attendants, whom he had 
brought with him, entered, although agitated with fear. liav* 
ing proceeded a good way, they fled back to the entrance, ter- 
rified with a frightful vision which they had beheld. The 
King was greatly moved, and ordered many torches, so con- 
trived that the tempest in the cave could not extinguish them, 
to be lighted. Then the King entered, not without fear, before 
all the others. They discovered, by degrees, a splendid hail, 
apparently built in a very sumptuous manner ; in the middle 
stood a Bronze Statue of very ferocious appearance, which 
held a battle-axe in its hands. With this he struck the floor 
violently, giving it such heavy blows, that the noise in 
cave was occasioned by the motion of the air. The 
greatly affrighted and astonished, began to conjure tliis terri- 
ble vision, promising that he would return without doing any 
injury in the cave, after he had obtained a sight of what 
contained in it. The statue ceased to strike the floor, and the 
King, with his followers, somewhat assured, and recovering 
their courage, proceeded into the hall; and on the left of the 
statue they found this inscription on the wall, * Unfortunate 
King, thou hast entered here in evil hoar.’ On the right side 
of the wall these words were inscribed, * By strange 
thou shalt be dispossessed, and thy subjects foully degraded.' 
On the shoulders of the statue other words were written, 
which said, * I call upon the Arabs.’ And upon hia breast was 
written, ‘ I do my office.' At the entrance of the hall there 
was placed a round bowl, from which a great noise, like the 
fall of waters, proceeded. They found no other thing in the 
liall : and when the King, sorrowful and greatly affected, 
scarcely turned about to leave the cavern, the statue again 
commenced its accustomed blows upon the floor. After they 
had mutually promised to conceal what they had seen, tliey 
again closed the tower, and blocked up the gate of the cavern 
with earth, that no memory might remain in the world of 
such a portentous and evii-boding prodigy. The ensuing mid- 
night they heard great cries and clamour from the cave, re- 
sounding like the noise of battle, and the ground shaking 
with a tremendous roar ; the whole edifice of the old tower 
fell to the ground, by which they were greatly affrighted, 
vision wliich they had beheld appearing to them as a dream. 

** The King having left the tower, ordered wise men to ex- 
plain what the inscriptions signified; and having consulted 
upon and studied their meaning, they declared tliat the sta- 
tue of bronze, with the motion which it made with its battle- 
axe, signified Time ; and that its office, alluded to in tlie in- 
scription on its breast, was, that he never rests a single 
ment. The words on the shouldois, * I call upon the Arabs, 
they expounded, that, in time, Spain would be conquered by 
the Arabs. The words upon the left wall signified the de- 
struction of King Rodrigo ; those on the right, the 
calamities which were to fall upon the Sj^aniards and Goths, 
and that the unfortunate King would be dispossessed of all hia 
states. Finally, the letters on the poital indicated, that good 
would betide to the conquerors, and evil to the conquered, rf 
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wlisich syperience proved the truth.” — V erda^et/rG, 
del Reij Bon Roilrigo. Quinta impression. Madrid, 3654, iv. 
n. 23 


Kote 0. 

Tfie TccUr war-cry ami the Lelk's yell — P. 5aJ8. 

Tiie Tecbir {derived from the words Alla acbar, God is most 
was the original war-cry of the Saracens. It is cele- 
brateiibyHugb.eaintheSiegeofDamascus;— 

We heard the Techir *, so these Arabs eaiJ 
Their shout of onset, when, with loud appeal, 

They challenge Heaven, as if demanding conquest.” 

The Lelk. well known to the Christians during the crusades, 
is the shout of AUa ilia Alla, the Mahomedan confession of 
faith. It is twice used in poetry by my friend Mr. W. Stew- 
art Hose, in the romance of Partcnopes. and in the Crusade 
of St Lewis. 


entered, and the baggage taken. What number was killed wiw 
not kuown: I suppose they were so many it was hard to count 
them] for this single battle robbed Spain of all its glory, and 
in it perished the renowned name of the Goths. The King's 
horse, upper garment, and buskins, covered with pearls and 
precious stones, were found on the bank of the river Guade- 
lite, and there being no new's of him afterwards, it was sup- 
posed he was drowned passing the river.” — Mariana’s 
tor?/ of Spain, book vi. chap. 9. 

Orelia, the courser of Don Eoderick, mentioned in the text, 
and in the above quotation, was celebrated for her speed and 
form. She is mentioned repeatedly in Spanish romance, and 
also by Cervantes. 


Note H. 


By Heaven, the Moors prevaill the Christians yield l-^ 
Their coward leader gives for Jlight the sign f 
The sceptred craven moitnts to quit the field--- 
Is not yen steed Orelia ?— Fes, ’Us minel—iP- 268, 

Count Julian, the father of the injured Florinda, with the 
connivance and assistance of Oppas, Archbishop of Toledo, 
invited, in 713, the Saracens into Spain, A considerable army 
arrived under the command of Tai&, or Tarif, who bequeathdd 
the well-known name of Gibraltar {&ibel od Tarih, or the 
mountain of Tarik) to the place of his landing. He was joined 
by Count Julian, ravaged Andalusia, and took Seville. In 
714, they returned with a still greater force, and Eoderick 
marched into Andalusia at the head of a great army, to give 
them battle. The field was chosen near Xeres, and Mariana 
gives the following account of the action : — 

*‘Both armies being drawn up, the King, according to the 
custom of the Gothic kings when they went to battle, appeared 
in an ivory chariot, clothed in cloth of gold, encouraging his 
men ; Tarif, on the other side, did the same. The armies, 
thus prepared, waited only for the signal to fall on ; the Goths 
gave the charge, their drams and trumpets sounding, and the 
Moors received it with the noise of kettle-drums. Such were 
the shouts and cries on both sides, that the mountains and 
valleys seemed to meet. . First, they began with slings, darts, 
javelins, and lances, then came to the swords ; a long time the 
battle was dubions •, but the Moors seemed to have the worst, 
till D. Oppas, the archbishop, having to that time concealed 
his treachery, in the heat of the fight, with a great body of his 
followers went over to the infidels. He Joined Count Julian, 
with whom was a great number of Goths, and both together fell 
upon the flank of our army. Our men, tenified with that unpa- 
ralleled treachery, and tired with fighting, could no longersus- 
tain that charge, but were easily put to flight. The King per- 
formed the part not only of a wise general, hut of a resolute 
soldier, relieving the weakest, bringing on fresh men in place 
of those that were tired, and stopping those that turned their 
hacks. At length, seeing no hopes left, he alighted out of his 
chariot for fear of being taken, and mounting on a horse called 
Orelia, he withdrew out of the battle. The Goths, who still 
stood, missing him, were most part put to the sword, the rest 
betook themselves to flight. The camp was immcdiatelv 


Note I. 


fp'hm for the light bolero ready siaml, 

The mozo blithe, with gay nmchacha met--'P. 270. 

The bolero is a very light and active dance, much practised 
by the Spaniards, in which castanets are always used. Mozo 
and nmchacha are eauivalent to our phrase of lad and lass. 


Note K. 


fVhiU tnmpets rang, and heralds cried “ Castile/”— B. 271. 

The heralds, at the coronation of a Spanish monarch, pro- 
claim his name three times, and repeat three times the word 
Castilla, Castilla, Castilla; which, with all other ceremonies, 
was carefully copied in the mock inaujiuration of Joseph Bona- 
parte. ' 


Note L. 


High blazed the imr, and long, and far, and umle.-~V» 272. 

■ Tnose WHO were disposed to believe that mere virtue and 
energy are able of themselves to work forth the salvation of 
an oppressed people, surprised in a moment of confidence, 
deprived of their officers, armies, and fortresses, who had 
every means of resistance to seek in the very moment when 
they were to be made use of, and whom the numerous treasons 
among the higher orders deprived of confidence in tlieir natu- 
ral leadersj—those who entertained this enthusiastic but delu- 
sive opinion may be pardoned for expressing their disappoint- 
ment at the protracted warfare in the Peninsula. There are, 
however, another class of persons, who, having themselves th« 
highest dread or veneration, or something allied to both, for 
the power of the modern Attila, will nevertheless give the 
heroical Spaniards little or no credit for the long, stubborn, 
and unsubdued resistance of three years to a power before 
whom their former well-prepared, well-armed, and numerous 
adversaries fell in the course of as many months. While these 
gentlemen plead for deference to Bonaparte, and crave 

“Eespect for his great place, and bid the devil 
Be duly honour’d for his burning throne,” 

it may not be altogether unreasonable to claim some modifi- 
cation of censure upon those who have been long and to a 
great extent successfully resisting this great enemy of man- 
kind. That the energy of Spain has not uniformly been 
directed by conduct equal to its vigour, has been too obvious; 


- — 









APPENDIX TO THE VISION OF DON RODERICK. 


tliat her armies, tinder their complicated disadvantages, have 
shared the fate of such as were defeated after taking the field 
with every possible advantage of arms and discipline, is surely 
not to be wondered at. But that a nation, under the circum- 
stances of repeated discomfiture, internal treason, and the 
mismanagement incident to a temporary and hastily adopted 
government, should have wasted, by its stubborn, uniform, 
and prolonged resistance, myriads after myriads of those sol- 
diers who had overrun the world— that some of its provinces 
should, like Galicia, after being abandoned by their allies, 
and overrun by their enemies, have recovered their freedom 
by their own unassisted exertions ; that others, like Catalonia, 
undismayed by the treason which betrayed some fortresses, 
and the force which subdued others, should not only have 
continued their resistance, hut have attained over their victo- 
rious enemy a superiority, which is even now enabling them 
to beseech and retake the places of strength which had been 
wrested from them, is a tale hitherto untold in the revolu- 
tionary war. To say that such a people cannot be subdued, 
would be jiresumption similar to that of those who protested 
that Spain could not defend herself for a year, or Portugal 
for a month ; but that a resistance which has been continued 
for so long a space, when the usurper, except during the 
short-lived Austrian campaign, had no other enemies on the 
continent, should be now less successful, when repeated de- 
feats have broken the reputation of the French armies, and 
when they are likely (it would seem almost in desperation) 
to seek occupation elsewhere, is a prophecy as improbable as 
ungracious. And while we are in the humour of severely 
censuring our allies, gallant and devoted as they have shown 
themselves in the cause of national liberty, because they may 
not instantly adopt those measures which we in our wisdom 
may deem essential to success, it might be well if we endea- 
voured first to resolve the previous questions, — 1st, Whether 
wc do not at this moment know much less of the Spanish armies 
than those of Portugal, which were so promptly condemned 
as totally inadequate to assist in the preservation of their 
•jountry? 2d, Whether, independently of any right we have 
to oiler more than advice and assistance to our independent 
allies, we can expect that they should renounce entirely the 
nartional pride, which is inseparable from patriotism, and at 
once condescend not only to be saved by our assistance, but 
to be saved in our own way ? 3d, Whether, if it be an object 
(as undoubtedly it is a main one), that the Spanish troops 
should be trained under British discipline, to the flexibility 
of movement, and power of rapid concert and combination, 
which is essential to modern war ; such a consummation is 
likely to be produced by abusing them in newspapers and 
periodical publications ? Lastly, since the undoubted autho- 
rity of British officers makes u» now acquainted with part of 
the horrors that attend invasion, and which the providence of 
God, the valour of our navy, and perhaps the very efforts of 
these Spaniards, have hitherto diverted from us, it maybe mo- 
destly questioned whether 'we ought to be too forward to esti- 
mate and condemn the feeling of temporary stupefaction which 
they create ; lost, in so doing, we should resemble tbe worthy 
clergyman who, while he had himself never snuffed a candle 
with his fingers, was disposed severely to criticise the conduct 
of a martyr, vrho winced a little among his flames. 


readers acquainted with the first siege of Zaragoza. i The last 
and fatal siege of that gallant and devoted city is detailed with 
great eloquence and precision in the “ Edinburgh Annual Be- 
gister” for 1809,— a work in which the affairs of Spain have 
been treated of with attention corresponding to their deep in 
terest, and to the peculiar sources of information open to the 
historian. The following are a few brief extracts from this 
splendid historical narrative 

“ A breach was soon made in the mud walls, and then, as 
in the former siege, the war was carried on in the streets and 
houses; but the French had been taught by experience, that 
in this species of warfare the Zaragozans derived a superfoi^' 
ity from the feeling and principle which inspired them, and 
the cause for which they fought. The only means of conquer 
ing Zaragoza was to destroy it house by house, and street by 
street ; and upon this system of destruction they proceeded. 
Three companies of miners, and eight companies of sappers 
carried on this subterraneous war ; the Spaniards, it is said, 
attempted to oppose them by countermines ; these were 
rations to which they were wholly unused, and, according to 
the French statement, their miners were every day discovered 
and suffocated. Meantime, the bombardment was incessant 
ly kei>t up. * Within the last 48 hours,’ said Palafox in a 
ter to his friend General Doyle, ‘ CtlOO shells have been thrown 
in. Two-thirds of the town are in ruins, but we shall perish 
under the ruins of the remaining third rather than surrender.’ 
In the course of the siege, above 17,0f*0 bombs were thrown at 
the town ; the stock of powder with which Zaragoza had been 
stored was exhausted ; they had none at last but what they 
manufactured day by day ; and no other cannon-balls than 
those which were shot into the town, and which they collected 
and fired back upon the enemy. ” - — ■ 

In the midst of these horrors and privations, the pestilence 
broke out in Zaragoza. To various causes, enumerated by tlie 
annalist, he adds, “ scantiness of food, crowded quarters, un 
usual exertion of body, anxiety of mind, and tbe impossibility 
of recruiting their exhausted strength by needful rest, in a 
city ■w'hich was almost incessantly bombarded, and where 
every hour their sleep was broken by the tremendous explo 
sion of mines. There was now no respite, either by day or 
night, for this devoted city ; even the natural order of light 
and darkness was destroyed in Zaragoza ; by day it was in 
volved in a red sulphureous atmosphere of smoke, which hid 
the face of heaven ; by night, the fire of cannons and mortars, 
and the flames of burning houses, kept it in a state of terrific 
illumination. 

“ When once the pestilence had begun, it was impossible 
to check its progress, or confine it to one quarter of the 
city. Hospitals were immediately established,— there were 
I above thirty of them ; as soon as one was destroyed by the 
I bombardment, the patients were removed to another, and 
thus the infection was carried to every part of Zaragoza. Fa 
mine aggravated the evil ; the city had probably not been suf- 
ficiently provided at the commencement of the siege, and of 
the provisions which it contained, much was destroyed in 
daily min which the mines and bombs effected. Had the 
Zaragozans and their garrison proceeded according to miii 
tary rules, thev would have surrendered before the end of J a 
j unary; their batteries had then been demolished, there were 
j open oreaches in many parts of their weak walls, and the ene 
my were already within the city. On the 30th, above sixty 
houses were blown up, and the French obtained, possession of 
the monasteries of the Augustines and Las Monicas, which 
adjoined each other, two of the last defensible places 
The enemy forced their way into the church; every column 
every chapel, every altar, became a point of defence, which 


TJmj won not Zaraffata, hut tier ddhtrois liloody (omh . — 

P. 272 1 See Narrative of the Siege of Zaragoza, by Bichard Charles 

Vaughan, Esq. 1800. The Right Honourable R. C. 

The interesting account of Mr. Vaughan has made most is now British Miiiistci at Wasliington. 1033. 
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was repeaterlly attacked, token, and retaken; the pavement 
was covered with blood, the aisles and body of the church 
strewed with the dead, who were trampled under foot by the 
combatants. In the midst of this conflict, the roof, shattered 
by repeated bombs, fell in ; the few who were not crushed, 
after a short pause, which this tremendous shock, and their 
own unexpected escape, occasioned, renewed the fight wth 
rekindled fury : fresh parties of the enemy poured in ; monte, 
and citfeens^ and soldiers, came to the defence, and the con- 
test was continued upon the ruins, and the bodies of the dead 
and the dying.” 

•^Yet, seventeen days after sustaining these extremities, did 
the heroic inhabitants of Zaragoza continue their defence ; nor 
did they then surrender until their despair had extracted from 
the French generals a capitulation, more honourable than has 
been granted to fortresses of the first order. 

Who shall venture to refuse the Zaragozans the eulogium 
conferred upon them by the eloquence of Wordsworth!-— 

“ Most gloriously have the citizens of Zaragoza proved that 
the true army of Spain, in a contest of this nature, is the 
whole people. The same city has also exemplified a melan- 
choly, yea, a dismal truth,— yet consolatory and full of joy,— 
that when a people are called suddenly to fight for their li- 
berty, and are sorely pressed upon, their best field of battle is 
the floors upon which their children have played ; the cham- 
bers where the family of each man has slept, (his own or his 
neighbours’ ;) upon or xinder the roofs by which they have 
been sheltered; in the gardens of their recreation', in the 
street, or in the market-place ; before the ^tars of their tem- 
ples, and among their congregated dwellings, blazing or up- 
rooted. 

The government of Spsdn must never forget Zaragoza for 
t moment. Nothing is wanting to produce the same effects 
everywhere, but a leading mind, such as that city was blessed 
with. In the latter contest this has been proved; for Zara- 
goza contamed, at that time, bodies of men from almost all 
parts of Spain. The narrative of those two sieges should be 
the manual of every Spaniard, He may add to it the an- 
cient stories of Numantia and Saguntnm ; let him sleep upon 
the hook as a pillow, and, if he be a devout adherent to the 
religion of his country, let him wear it in Ms hosora for his 
crucifix to rest upon."— Wohdsworth m th& Convention of 
Cintra. 


. Note N. 

The VauUof Datiny.—F. 274. 

Feforo finally dismissing the enchanted cavern of Don Eo- 
d crick, it may he noticed, that the legend occurs in one of 
Calderon’s plays, entitled, La Virgin del Sagrario. The scene 
opens with the noise of the chase, and Becisundo, a predeces- 
sor of Bodeiick upon the Gothic throne, enters pursuing a 
stag. Tlie animal assumes the form of a man, and defies the 
king to enter the cave, which forms the bottom of the scene, 
and engage with him in single combat. The king accepts the 
challenge, and they engage accordingly, but without advan- 
tage on either side, which induces the Getde to inform Beci- 
sundo, that he is not the monarch for whom the adventure of 
the enchanted cavern is reserved, and he proceeds to predict 
the downfall of the Gothic monarchy, and of the Christian re- 
ligion, which shall attend the discovery of its mysteries. Be- 
cisundo, appalled hj these prophecies, orders the cavern to 
be secured by a gate an d bolts of iron. In the second part of 
the same play, we are informed that Don Koderick had remo- 
ved the barrier, and transgressed the prohibition of his ances- 
tor, and, had been apprized by the prodigies which he disco- 
vioed of the approaching ruin of his kingdom. 


JSOTE O- 

WhiU downward on the land ids legione 
Before them it was rich with vine and flock, 

And smiled like Eden in her summer dress 
Behind their wasteful march, a reeking wilderness.— iP, 274 . 

I have ventured to apply to the movements of the French 
army that sublime passage in the prophecies of Joel, which 
seems applicable to them in more respects than that I hav® 
adopted in the text. One would, think their ravages, their 
military appointments, the terror which they spread among 
invaded nations, their military discipline, their arts of political 
intrigue and deceit, were distinctly pointed out in the follow- 
ing verses of Scripture 

2. A day of darknesse and of gloomincsse, a day of clouds 
and of thick darknesse, as the moniing spread upon the moun- 
tains: a great people and a strong, there hath not been ovci 
the like, neither shall bo any more after it, even to the yearcs 
of many generations. 3. A fire devoureth before them, and 
behind them a flame hnmeth: the land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behindo them a desolate wilderness, 
yea, and nothing shall escape them- 4. The appearance of 
them is as the appearance of horses and as horsemen, so shall 
they runnel 5. Like the noise of chariots on the tops of 
mountains, shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fira 
that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battel 
array. 6. Before their face shall the people be much pained ; 
all faces shall gather blacknesse. 7* They shall run like 
mighty men, they shall climb the wall like men of warre, 
and they shall march every one in his wayes, and they shall 
not break their ranks. 8. Neither shall one thrust another, 
they shall walk every one in his path ; and when they fall 
upon the sword, they shall not be wounded, .9. They shall 
run to and fro in the citie; they shall run upon the wall, 
they shall climbe up upon the houses: they shall enter in at 
the windows like a thief. 10. The earth shall quake before 
them, the heavens shall tremble, the sunne and the moon 
shall be dark, and the starres shall withdraw their shining.” 

In verse 20th also, which announces the retreat of the 
northern army, described in such dreadful colours, into a 
iand barren ana aesolate,” and the dishonour with which 
God afflicted them for having “ magnified themselves to do 
great things,” there are particulars not inapplicable to the 
retreat of Massena ;r— Divine Providence having, in all ages, 
attached disgrace as the natural punishment of cruelty and 
presumption. 


Note P. 

TJientdestsenUrwl, in BriM7iborn, 

With horror paused to view the havoc dowe, 

Gave his poor crust to feed some wretch forlorn.— F. 27 tu 

Even the unexampled gallantry of the British army in the 
campaign of 1810-11, although they never fought but to con- 
quer, will do them less honour in history than their humanity, 
attentive to soften to the utmost of their power the horrors 
which war, in its mildest aspect, must always inflict upon tlio 
defenceless inhabitants of the country in which it is waged, 
and which, on this occasion, were tenfold augmented by tho 
barbarous cruelties of the French. Soup-kitchens were esta- 
blished by subscription among the officers, wherever the troops 
were quartered for any length of time. The commissaries 
contributed the heads, feet, &:c. of the cattle slaughtered for 
the soldiery : rice, vegetables, and bread, where it could bo 
had, were purchased by the officers. Fifty or sixty starving 
peasants were daily fed at one of these regimental estalilish- 
ments, and carried home the relics to their famished houses 
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ho Iris. The emaciated wretches, who could not crawl from 
weahness, were speedily employed in pruning their vines. 
While pursuing Massena, the soldiers evinced the same spirit 
of humanity, and in many instances, when reduced them- 
selves to short allowance, from having out-marched their sup- 
plies, they shared their pittance with the starving inhabitants, 
who had ventured hack to view the ruins of their habita- 
tions, burnt by the retreating enemy, and to bury the bodies 
of their relations whom they had butchered. Is it possible to 
know such facts without feeling a sort of confidence, that 
those who so well deserve victory are most likely to attain it? 
—It is not the least of Lord Wellington’s military merits, that 
the slightest disposition towards marauding meets immediate 
punishment. Independently of all moral obligation, the army 
which is most orderly in a friendly country, has always pro ved 
most formidable to an armed enemy. 


Note Q. . . 

Va^n-gloriou6fugitweJ!’--’B, 275- ' ■ , . 

The French conducted this memorable retreat with much 
of the /a/i/iirroitwide proper to their country, by which they 
attempt to impose upon others, and perhaps on themselves, a 
belief that they are triumphing in the very moment of their 
discomfiture. On the 30th March 1811, their rear-guard was 
overtaken near Pega by the British cavalry. Being 'well 
posted, and conceiving themselves safe from infantry, {who 
W'ero indeed many miles in the rear,) and from artillery, tliey 
indulged themselves in parading their bands of music, and 
actually performed God save the King.” Their minstrelsy 
was, however, deranged by the undesired accompaniment of 
the British horse-artillery, on whose part in the concert they 
had not calculated. The surprise was sudden, and the rout 
complete; for the artillery and cavalry did execution upon 
them fbr about four miles, pursuing at the gallop as often as 
they got beyond the range of the guns. 


Note R. 

Tainly thy sqimdrons M(lc Assmva's plain. 

And front the flying tliunden an they 7'oar, 

WiQifrmitic charge and tenfold odds, in vabif—'P. 275. 

In the severe action of Fuentes d’ Honoro, upon 5th May, 
1811, the grand mass of the French cavalry attacked the right 
of the British position, covered by two guns of the horse- 
artillery, and two squadrons of cavalry. After suffering con- 
siderably from the fire of the guns, which annoyed them In 
every attempt at formation, the enemy turned their wrath 
entirely towards them, distributed brandy among their 
troopers, and advanced to carry the field-pieces with the des- 
peration of drunken fury. They were in nowise checked by 
the heavy loss which they sustained in this daring attempt, 
but closed, and fairly mingled with the British cavalry, to 
whom they bore the proportion often to one. Caj)tain Ram- 
say, (let me be permitted to name a gallant countryman,) who 
commanded the two guns, dismissed them at the gallop, and 
putting himself at the head of the mounted artillerymen, 
ordered them to fall upon the French, sabre-in-hand. This 
very unexpected conversion of artillerymen into dragoons, 
contributed greatly to the defeat of the enemy, already dis- 


concerted by the reception tbey had met from the two British 
squadrons ; and the appearance of some small itinfoicements, 
notwithstanding the immense disproportion of force, put 
them to absolute rout. A colonel or major of their cavalry, 
and many prisoners, {almost all intoxicated,} remained in our 
possqa-^ion. Those who consider for a moment the difference 
of the services, and how much an artilleryman is necessarilj 
and naturally led to identify his own safety and utility with 
abiding by the tremendous implement of war, to the exerdse 
of which he is chiefly, if not exclusively, trained, will know 
how to estimate the presence of mind which commanded so 
bold a manoeuvre, and the steadiness and confidence with 
which it was executed. 


Notes. 

And what availn thee that, for Cameron Aain, 
f^^ildfrom his jMidcd ranks the yell avsgimi. — P. 275. 

The gallant Colonel Cvimcron was w'ounrlcd mortally during 
the desperate contest in the streets of the village called 
Fuentes d’ Honoro. He fell at the head of his native High- 
landers, the 7l8t and 70th, wdio raised a dreadful shriek of 
grief and rage. They charged, with irresistible fury, the finest 
body of French grenadiers over seen, being a part of Bona- 
parte’s selected guard. The officer wdio led the French, a man 
remarkable for stature and symmelry, was killed on the spot. 
The Frenchman who stepped out of his rank to take aim at 
Colonel Cameron was also bayoneted, pierced with a thou- 
sand wounds, and almost tor-n to pieces by the furious High- 
landers, who, under the command of Colonel Cadogan, bore 
the enemy out of the contested ground at the point of the 
bayonet. Massena pays my countrymen a i-ingular corapliment 
in his account of the attack and defence of this village, in 
which he says the British lost many officers, and Scotch, 


Note T. , , 

Bui you, ye heroes of diai tvellfought day, d’A— P. 275. 

[Tlio Edinburgh Beviewer offered the following remark.'! on 
what he considered as an unjust omission in tins part of the 
poem:— 

We are not very apt,” he says, to quarrel with a poet 
for his polities ; and re.ally supposed it next to impossible that 
Mr. Scott should have given us any p-ound of dissatisfaction 
on this score, in the management of Ids present theme. Lord 
Wellington and his fellow-soldiers well deserved the laurels 
they have ■won ; — nor is there one British heart, we believe, 
that will not feel proud and grateful for all the honours with 
which British genius can invest their names. In the praises 
which Mr. Scott has bestowed, therefore, all his readers will 
sympathize ; but for those which ho has leltlkeld, there are 
some that will not so readily forgive him : and in our eyes we 
will confess, it is a sin not easily to be expiated, that in a 
poem written substantially for the purpose of commemoratitig 
the brave who have fought or fallen in Spain or Portugal—and 
written by a Scotchman— there should be no mention of the 
name of Moobe !— of the only comrnander-in-chief who has 
fallen in this memorable contest of a commander who was 
acknowledged, as the model and pattern of a British soldier, 
when British soldiers stood most in need of such an example ; 
—and was, at the same time distinguished not less for every 
manly virtue and generous afiection, than for- sidll and gal- 
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iantry to his profession. A more pure, or a more exalted 
character, certainly has not appeared upon that scene which 
Mr. Scott has sought to illustrate with the splendour of his 
genius ; and it is with a mixture of shame and indignation that 
we find him grudging a single ray of that profuse and readily 
yielded glory to gild the grave of his lamented countryman. 
To offer a lavish tribute of praise to the living, whose task is 
still incomplete, maybe generous and munificent but to de- 
parted merit, it is due in strictness of justice. Who will deny 
that Sir John Moore was all that we have now said of him ? or 
who will doubt that his untimely death in the hour of victory 
would have been eagerly seized upon by an impaHicH poet, as 
a noble theme for generous lamentation and eloquent praise? 
But Mr. Scott’s political friends have fancied it for their in- 
terest to calumniate the memory of this illustrious and ac- 
com]dished person,— and Mr. Scott has permitted the spirit 
of party to stand in the way, not only of poetical justice, but 
of patriotic and generous feeling. 

“ It is this for which we grieve, and feel ashamed this 
hardening and deadening effect of political animosities, in 
cases where politics should have nothing to do this appa- 
rent perversion, notmerely of the judgment, but of the heart ; 
—this implacable resentment, which wars not only with the 
living, but with the dead and thinks it a reason for defraud- 
ing a departed warrior of his glory, that a political antagonist 
has been zealous in las praise. These things are lamentable, 
and they cannot be alluded to without some emotions of sor- 
row and resentment. But they affect not the fame of him 
on whose account these emotions are suggested. The wars of 
Spain, and the merits of Sir John Moore, will be commemo- 
rated in a more impartial and a more imperishable record, 
than the Vision of Don Eoderick ; and his humble monument 
in the Citadel of Corunna will draw the tears and the admira- 
tion of thousands, who concern not themselves about the ex- 
ploits of his more fortunate associates.”— JXeDiew, 
roh xviii. 1811. 

The reader who desires to understand Sir Walter Scott’s de- 
liberate opinion on the subject of Sir John Moore’s military 
character and conduct, is referred to the Life of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, vol. vi. chap. xlvi. But perhaps it may be neither 
unarausing nor uniustructive to consider, along with the dia- 
tribe just quoted from the Edinburgh Review, some reflec- 
tions from the pen of Sir Walter Scott himself on the injus- 
tice done to a name greater than Moore’s in the noble stanzas 
on the Battle of Waterloo, in the third canto of Childe Harold 
—an injustice which did not call forth any rebuke from the 
Edinburgh critics. Sir Walter, in renewing this canto, said, 

“ Childe Harold arrives on Waterloo— a scene where all 
men, where a poet especially, and a poet such as Lord 
must needs pause, and amid the quiet simplicity of whose 
scenery is excited a moral interest, deeper and more potent 
even than that which is produced by gazing upon the sublimest 
efiorts of Nature in, her most romantic recesses. 

“ That Lord Byron’s sentiments do not correspond with 
OUTS, is obvious, and we are sorry for both our sakes. For 
our own,— because we have lost that note of triumph with 
which his harp would otherwise have rung over a field of 
glory such as Britain never reaped before ; and on Lord By- 
ron’s account,— because it is melancholy to see a man of ge- 
nius duped by the mere cant of words and phrases, even when 
facts are most broadly confronted with them. If the poet has 
mixed with the original, wild, and magnificent creations of 
1ms imagination, prejudices which he could only have caught 
by the contagion which he most professes to despise, it is he 
himself that must be the loser. If his lofty muse has soared 
in all her brilliancy over the field of Waterloo without drop- 
ping even one leaf of laurel on the head of Wellington, his 
merit can dispense even with the praise of Lord Byron. And 
as when the images of Brutus were excluded from the triumph- 
al procession, his memory became only the more powerfully 
imprinted on the souls of the Romans — the name of the Bri- 




tish hero will be but more eagerly recalled to remembrancf 
by the very lines in which his praise is forgotten.”— 

Jldvieic, vol. xvi. 1816. 


NoteTJ. . 

0 who shall grudlge Mm, Albuera’s hays, 

Wlio brought a race regm&rateio the field. 

Boused them, to emulate their fathers* praise, 

Tempefi'*d their headlong rage, their courage steel* d. 

And raised fair Lusitania* s fallen shield. — P. 276. 

Nothing during the war of Portugal seems, to a distinct 
observer, more deserving of praise, than the self-devotion of 
Field-Marshall Beresford, who was contented to undertake 
all the hazard of obloquy which might have been founded 
upon any miscarriage in the highly important experiment of 
training the Portuguese troops to an improved state of discip- 
line. In exposing his military reputation to the censuro of 
imprudence from the most moderate, and all manner of un- 
utterable calumnies from the ignorant and malignant, ho 
placed at stake the dearest pledge which a military man had 
to offer, and nothing but the deepest conviction of the high and 
essential importance attached to success can ho supposed an 
adequate motive. How great the chance of miscarriage was 
supposed, may be estimated from the general opinion of officers 
of unquestioned talents and experience, possessed of every op- 
portunity of information how completely the experiment has 
succeeded, and how much the spirit and patriotism of our an- 
cient allies had been underrated, is evident, not only from 
those victories in which they have borne a distinguished share, 
hut from the liberal and highly honourable manner in which 
these opinions have been retracted. The success of this plan, 
with all its important consequences, we owe to the indefati- 
gable exertions of Field-Marshall Beresford. 


Note V. 

a race rcnoum*d of old. 

Whose war-cry oft has leaked the hattle-swell. 

the conquering shout of Qrcemc.—B. 276. 

This stanza alludes to the various achievements of the war- 
like family of Grrnme, or Grahame. They are said, by tradi- 
tion, to have descended from the Scottish chief, under whose 
command his countrymen stormed the wall built by the Em- 
peror Sevenis between the Friths of Forth and Clyde, the 
fragments of which are still popularly called Grmme’s Dyke. 
Sir John the Grmme, the hardy, wight, and wise,” is well 
known as the friend of Sir William Wallace. Alderne, Kil 
sytlie, and Tihbermuir, were scenes of the victories of the heroic 
Marquis of Montrose. The pass of Killycrankie is famous for 
the action between King William’s forces and the Highland- 
ers in 1689, 

** Where glad Dundee in faint huzzas expired.” 

It is seldom that one line can number so many heroes, ami 
yet more rare when it can appeal to the glory of a living de- 
scendant in support of its ancient renown. 

The allusions to the private history and character of Gene- 
ral Grahame may he illustrated by referring to the eloquent 
and aftecting speech of Mr. Sheridan, upon the vote of thanks 
to the Victor of Barosa. 





NOTICE TO EDITION 1833. 


novelty of their feelings towards it. Dulaess and 
tameness are the only irreparable faults.” 


Sir Walter Scott commenced the composition of 
Rokeby at Abbotsford, on the 15th of September 
1812, and finished it on the last day of the following 
December. 

The reader may be interested with the foliovy-ing 
extracts from his letters to his friend and printer, 
Mr. Ballantyne. 

Ahlotsford^ 2Qtli Oct. 1012. 

“ Dear James, — I send you to-day better than the 
third sheet of Canto II., and 1 trust to send the other 
three sheets in the course of the week. I expect that 
you will have three cantos complete before I quit this 
place— on the 11th of November. Surely, if you do 
your part, the poem may be out by Christmas ; but 
you must not dandle over your typographical scruples. 
I have too much respect for the public to neglect any 
thing in my poem to attract their attention ; and 
you misunderstood me much, when you supposed that 
I designed any new experiments in point of composi- 
tion. I only meant to say, that knowing well that the 
said public will never be pleased with exactly the same 
thing a second time, I saw the necessity of giving a 
certain degree of novelty, by throwing the interest 
more on eJmracter than in my former poems, without 
certainly meaning to exclude either incident or de- 
scription. I think you will see the same sort of diffe- 
rence taken in all my former poems, of which I would 
say, if it is fair for me to say any thing, that the force 
in the Lay is thrown on style, in Marraion on descrip- 
tion, and in the Lady of the Lake on incident.” 


Decernber — ^^With kindest wishes on the re- 

turn of the season, I send you the last of the copy of 
Rokeby. If you are not engaged at home, and like 
to call in, we will drink good luck to it ; but do not 
derange a family party. 

“ There is something odd and melancholy in con- 
cluding a poem with the year, and I could be almost 
silly and sentimental abont it. I hope you think I 
have done my best. I assure you of my wishes the 
work may succeed ; and my exertions to get out in 
time were more inspired by your interest and John's, 
than my own. And so vogue la galtre, W. S.” 


INTRODUCTION TO EDITION 1830, 


Betw'een the publication of *^The Lady of the 
Lake,” which was so eminently successful, and that 
of " Rokeby,” in 1813, three years had intervened. I 
shall hot, I believe, be accused of ever having at- 
tempted to usurp a superiority over many men of 
genius, my contemporaries ; but, in pomt of popula- 
rity, not of actual talent, the caprice of the public had 
certainly given me such a temporary superiority over 
men, of whom, in regard to poetical fancy and feel- 
ing, I scarcely thought myself worthy to loose the 
shoe-latch. On the other hand, it would be absurd 
affectation in me to deny, that I conceived myself to 
understand, more perfectly than many of my contem- 
poraries, the manner most likely to interest the great 
mass of mankind. Yet, even with this belief, 1 must 
truly and fairly say, that I always considered myself 
rather as one w'ho held the bets, in time to be paid 
over to the winner, than as having any pretence to 
keep them in my own right. 

In the meantime years crept on, and not without 
their usual depredations on the passing generation. 
My sons had arrived at the age when the paternal 
home was no longer their best abode, as both w^ere 
destined to active life. The field-sports, to wliich I 
was peculiarly attached, had now less interest, and 
were replaced by other amusements of a more quiet 
character ; and the means and opportunity of pursu- 
ing these were to be sought for. I had, indeed, for 
some years attended to farming, a knowledge of which 


Zd Nommher.—^^ As for my story, the conduct of 
the plot, which must be made natural and easy, pre- 
vents my introducing any thing light for some time. 
You must advert, that in order to give poetical effect 
to any incident, I am often obliged to be much longer 
than I expected in the detail. You are too much 
like the country squire in the what d ’ye call it, who 
commands that the play should not only be a tragedy 
and comedy, but that it should be crowned with a 
spice of your pastoral. As for what is popular, and 
what people like, and so forth, it is all a joke. Be 
interesting; do the thing well, and the only difference 
will be, that people will like what they never liked 
before, and will like it so much the better for the 
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fs, or at least was then, indispensable to the comfort fort myself with the Spanish proverb^ ^^Timc and I 
of a family residing in a solitary countiy-house ; but against any two.’» 

although this was the favourite amusement of many The difficult and indispensablo pointy of finding a 

of my friends, I have never been able to consider it as permanent subject of occupation, was now at length 

I never could think it a matter attained j but there was annexed to it the necessity 

' ' ' ^ of becoming again a candidate for public favour; for, 

plentiful than those of my neighbours, as I was turned improver on the earth of the every-day 


a source of pleasure. 

of passing importance, that my cattle or crops were 

better or more i “ . 

and nevertheless I began to feel the necessity of some world, it was under condition that the small tenement 
more quiet out-door occupation, different from those of Parnassus, wliich might be accessible to my labours, 
I had hitherto pursued. I piirchased a small farm of should not remain uncultivated, 
about one hundred acres, with the purpose of plant- I meditated, at first, a poem on the subject of Bruce, 

ing and improving it, to which property circumstances in which I made some progress, but afterwards judged 
afterwards enabled me to make considerable addi- it advisable to lay it aside, supposing that an English 
tions ; and thus an era took place in my life, almost story might have more novelty ; in consequence, the 
equal to the important one mentioned by the Vicar precedence was given to “ Rokeby.’’ 
of Wakefield, when he removed from the Blue-room If subject and scenery could have influenced the 
to the Brow’n. In point of neighbourhood, at least, fate of a poem, that of Rokeby” should have been 
the change of residence made little wore difference, eminently distinguished ; for the grounds belonged to 
Abbotsford, to which we removed, w^as only six or a dear friend, -with whom I had lived in habits of in- 
seven miles down the Tweed, and lay on the same timacy for many years, and the place itself united the 
beautiful stream. It did not possess the romantic romantic beauties of the wilds of Scotland with tho 
character of Ashestiel, my fomer residence ; but it rich and smiling aspect of the southern portion of the 
had a stretch of meadow-land along the river, and island. But the Cavaliers and Roundheads, whom I 
possessed, in the phrase of the landscape-gardener, attempted to summon up to tenant this beautiful rc- 
considerable capabilities. Above all, the land was gion, had for the public neither the novelty nor the 
my own, like Uncle Toby’s Bowling-green, to do peculiar interest of the primitive Highlanders. This, 
what I would with. It had been, though the gratifi- perhaps, was scarcely to be expected, considering that 
cation was long postponed, an early wish of mine to the general mind sympathizes readily and at once with 
connect myself with my mother earth, and prosecute the stamp which nature herself has affixed upon the 
those experiments by which a species of creative manners of a people living in a simple and patriarchal 
power is exercised over the face of nature. 1 can state; whereas it has more difficulty in understanding 
trace, even to childhood, a pleasure derived from or interesting itself in manners founded upon those 
Dodsley’s account of Shenstone’s Leasowes, and I peculiar habits of thinking or acting, which are pro- 
envied the poet much more for the pleasure of accom- duced by the progress of society. We could read with 
plishing the objects detailed in his friend’s sketch of pleasure the tale of the adventures of a Cossack or a 
his grounds, than for the possession of pipe, crook, Mongol Tartar, while we only wonder and stare over 
flock, and Phillis to hoot. My memory, also, tena- those of the lovers in tho " Pleasing Chinese History,” 
cious of quaint expressions, still retained a phrase where the embarrassments turn upon difficulties aris- 
which it had gathered from an old almanack of ing out of unintelligible delicacies peculiar to the cus- 
Charles the Second’s time (when every thing down toms and manners of that affected people, 
to almanacks affected to be smart), in which the The cause of my failure had, however, a far deeper 
reader, in the month of June, is advised for health’s root. The manner, or style, which, by its novelty, at- 
sake to walk a mile or two every day before breakfast, tracted the nublic in an unusual deo-ree. had 


be taken upon his own land. 

With the satisfaction of having attained the fulfil- 
ment of an early and long-cherished hope, I com- 
menced my improvements, as delightful in their pro- 
gress as those of the child who first makes a dress for a 
new doll. The nakedness of the land was in time 
hidden by woodlands of considerable extent — the 
smallest of possible cottages was progressively ex- { 
panded into a sort of dream of a mansion-house, whim- 
sical in the exterior, hut convenient within. Nor did The licentious combination of rhymes, in a manner 
I forget what is the natural pleasure of every man not perhaps very congenial to our language, had not 
who has been a reader; I mean the filling the shelves been confined to the author. Indeed, in most similar 
of a tolerably large library. All these objects 1 kept cases, the inventors of such novelties have their repii- 
in view, to be executed as convenience should serve ; tation destroyed by their own imitators, as xlctmon 
and, although I knew many years must elapse before fell under the fury of his own dogs. The present au- 
they could be attained, I was of a iisposition to com- thor, like BobaiUl, had taught his trick of fence to a 


And here reverse the charm, he cries, 
And let it fairly now suffice, 

The gambol has been shown.” 
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ImndreJ gentlemon, (and taffies,’) who could fence ed ; and there was some appearance of that labour of 
very nearly, or quite as well as himself. For this the file, which indicates that the author is conscious 
there was no remedy; the harmony became tiresome of the necessity of doing eveiyjustiee to his work, that 
and ordinary, and both the original inventor and his it may pass warrant. Lord Byron was also a travel- 
invention must have fallen into contempt, if he had ler, a man whose ideas were fired by ha\nng seen, m 
not found out another road to public favour. What distant scenes of difficulty and danger, the places 
has been said of the metre only, must be considered whose veiy names are recorded in our bosoms as the 
to apply etjually to the structure of the Poem and of shrines of ancient poetry. For his own misfortunej 
the style. The very best passages of any popular style perhaps, but certainly to the high increase of his poe- 
are not, perhaps, susceptible of imitation, but they tical character, nature had mixed in Lord Bvron’s 
may be approached by men of talent ; and those who system those passions w^hich agitate the human heart 
are less able to copy them, at least lay hold of their with most violence, and which may be said to have 
peculiar features, so as to produce a strong burlesque, hurried his bright career to an early close. There 
In either way, the effect of the manner is rendered 'would have been little 'wisdom in measuring myforce 
cheap and common ; and, in the latter case, ridicu- 'with so formidable an antagonist; and I was as likely 
lows to boot. The evil consequences to an author’s to tire of playing the second fiddle in the concert, as 
reputation are at least as fatal as those which come my audience of hearing me. Age also was advancing, 
upon the musical composer, when his melody falls I was growing insensible to those subjects of excita- 
into the hands of the street ballad-singer. tion by which youth is agitated. I had around me 

Of the unfavourable species of imitation, the au- the most pleasant but least exciting of all society, that 
tlior s style gave room to a very large number, owing of kind friends and an affectionate family. ]Wy circle 
to an appearance of facility to which some of those of employments 'was a narrow one; it occupied me 
who used the measure unquestionably leaned too far. constantly, and it became daily more difficult for mo 
The effect of the more favourable imitations, composed to interest myself in poetical composition : — 
by persons of talent, was almost equally unfortunate \ i i 

to the ongmal minstrel, by sho-wing that they could 

overshoot him with his own bow. In short, the po- Yet, though conscious that I must be, in the opinion 
pularity which once attended the School^ as it was of good judges, inferior to the place I had for four or 
called, was now fast decaying. five years held in letters, and feeling aldie that the 

Besides all this, to have kept his ground at the cri- latter was one to •which I had only a temporary right, 
sis when Rokeby” appeared, its author ought to I could not brook the idea of relinquishing literary 
have put forth his utmost strength, and to have pos- occupation, which had been so long my chief diver- 
sessed at least all his original advantages, for a mighty sion. Neither w'as I disposed to choose the altema- 
and unexpected rival was advancing on the stage — a tive of sinking into a mere editor and commentator, 
rival not in poetical powers only, but in that art of at- though that was a species of labour wffiich I had prac- 
tracting popularity, in which the present writer had tised, and to which I \vas attached. But I could not 
hitherto preceded better men than himself. The read- endure to think that I might not, whether kno-wn or 
er will easily see that Byron is here meant, who, concealed, do something of more importance. My in- 
after a little velitation of no great promise, now ap- most thoughts were those of the Trojan Captain in 
pcared as a serious candidate, in the First two Can- the galley race, — 
tos of Childe Harold.”® I was astonished at the 

power evinced by that work, which neither the Hours “ prima peto, Mnestheus, neque vnicere corto . 

of Idleness,” nor the “English Bnrdsand ScotehEe- Q’>“q»amO!-^dsuperont.qsttnsh<«, Neptune, dedhti; 

^ ° , Extremtis pudeat rediisse : hoc vmcite, cues, 

viewers,” had prepared me to expect from its author. prohibete nefas.”3-xEx. lib. v. 194. 

There was a depth in his thought, an eager abundance 

in his diction, which argued full confidence in the in- I had, indeed, some private reasons for my Quan- 
exhaustible resources of wiiich he felt himself possess- quam 0 !” which were not worse than those of Mnes- 


1 “ & 20 tt found peculiar favour and imitation among the 
fair sex : there 'vvas Miss Halford, and Miss Mitford, and Miss 
B’rancis: but, with the greatest respect be it spoken, none of 
his imitators did much honour to the original, except Hogg, 
the Ettrick Shepherd, until the appearance of the * Bridal of 
Trierraain’ and ‘ Harold the Dauntless,’ which, in the opinion 
of some, equalled, if not surpassed, him ; and lo ! after three 
or four years, they turned out to be the Master’s own compo- 
sitions. ’’—'EYROJsr’s Works, voL XV. p. 9$. 

2 “ These two Cantos were published in London in March 
1012, and immediately placed their author on a level •with the 
very highest names of Ms age. The impre.ssion they created 
•ttras more uniform, decisive, and triumphant, than any that 


had been -witnessed in this country for at least two genera- 
tions. ‘ I awoke one morning,’ he says, ‘ and found myself 
famous.’ In truth, he had fixed himself, at a single bound, 
on a summit, sucb as no English poet had ever before attained, 
but after a long succession of painful and comparatively ne- 
glected efforts ”--^Advcrt<semeiU to Bybom’s LOi’ at/d Works, 
vol. viii. 

3 « I seek not now the foremost palm to gain ; 

Though yet— but ah ! that haughty wish is vain ! 

Let those enjoy it whom the gods ordain. 

But to be the lags of all the race !— 

Redeem yourselves and me from that disgrace.” 

Devdem 


I 

I 
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thetis. I have already hinted that the materials were 
collected for a poem on the subject of Bruce, and 
fragments of it had been shown to some of my friends, 
and received vdth applause. Notwithstanding, there- 
fore, the eminent success of Byron, and the great 
chance of his tahing the wnd out of my sails, i there 
was, I judged, a species of cowardice in desisting from 
the task which I had undertaken, and it was time 


1 “ George Ellis and Murray have been talking something 
about Scott and me, George pro Scoto,—&nd. very right too. 
If they want to depose him, I only wish they would not set me 
up as a competitor. I like the man — and admire his works to 
what Mr. Braham calls Entusymnsy. Ail such stuff can only 


enough to retreat when the battle should be more de- 
cidedly lost. The sale of “ Rokeby,” excepting as 
compared with that of The Lady of the Lake/’ 
was in the highest degree respectable ; and as it in- 
cluded fifteen hundred quartos, ^ in those quarto-read- 
inff days; the trade had no reason to be dissatisfied. 

^ W. S. 

Abbotsford, 1830. 


vex him, and do me no goocl.’'-BRYON’s Diary, Mv. 1813- 
Worlzs, voh ii. p. 259. 

2 The 4to, Edition was published by John BaUantyne and 
Co- £2, 2s. in January, 1813, 
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4 POEM IN SIX CANTOS. 


■ TO ■ 

JOHN B. S. MO BRITT, Esq., 

THIS POEM, 

TBE SCENE OF WIIICH IS LAID IN HIS BEAUTIFUL DEMESNE OF ROKEBY, 
IS INSCIUBEDj IN TOKEN OF SINCERE FRIENDSHIP, KV 

VVALTEP SCOTT.* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Tim of Poem is laid at Rohchy^ near Greta Bridge^ m YorMiire^ and shifts to the adjai'ent fortress uj 
Barnard Castle, and to other places in that Vkinity, 

Tlte Time oceupicd by the Action is a space of Five Days, Three of tcldch are supposed to elapse bJicccn the etid 
of dm Fif'th and beginning of the Sixth Canto. 

The data of the supposed events is immediately subsequent to the great Battle of Marston J^foor, ZdJzdy, 

Tim period of puhlie confusion has been chosen, without any purpose of combiniug ike Fable iclik the ^riHiuryer 
Political Events of the Civil War, hut only as ajfording a degree of probability to the Fictitious Narrative mw 
presmtted to the PuIjUc.^ 


EaiieTaij. 


CANTO FIRST. 


I. 

The Moon is in lier summer glow. 

But hoarse and high the breezes blow. 
And, racking o’er her face, the cloud 
Varies the tincture of her shroud ; 

On Barnard’s towers, and Tees’s stream,^ 
She changes as a guilty dream. 


%Vhen conscience, with remorse aiul fear, 
Goads sleeping Fancy’s wild career. 

Her light seems now the blush of shame, 
Seems now fierce anger’s darker flame. 
Shifting that shade, to come and go, 

Like apprehension’s hurried glow ; 

Then sorrow’s livery dinus the air, 

And dies in darkness, like despair. 

Such varied hues the warder sees 
Reflected from the woodland Tees, 

Then from old BalioFs tower looks forth, 
Sees the clouds mustering in the north, 


1 Dec. 31, 1812. 

2 “ Behold another lay from the harp of that indefatigable 
minstrel, who has so often provoked the censure, and extort- 
ed the admiration of his critics; and who, regardless of both, 
and following every impulse of his own inclination, has yet 
raised himself at once, and apparently with little effort, to the 
pinnacle of public favour. 

“A poem thus recommended maybe presumed to have 
already reached the whole circle of our readers, and we be- 
lieve that all those readers will concur with us in considering 
Bokeby as a composition, which, if it had preceded, instead of 
following, Harm inn, and the I^ndy of the Lake, would have 
contributed, as effeetiuilly as they have done, to the establish- 
ment of Mr. Scott’s high reputation. Whether, timed as it 


now is, it be likely to satisfy the just exp.ectatious which that 
reputation has excited, is a question which, perhaps, will not 
be decided with the same unanimity. ' Our own opinion is in ^ 

the affirmative, but we confess that this is our revised opinion *, 
and that when w'e concluded our first perusal of Rokeby, our 
gratification was not quite unmixed with disappointment. 

The reflections by which this impression has been subsequent- 
ly modified, arise out of our general view of the poem ; of the 
interest inspired by the fable ; of the masterly delineations of 
the characters by whose agency the plot is unravelled; and of 
the spirited nervous conciseness of the narrative .” — Quarterly 


Mcmetc, No. xvi. 


3 See Appendix, Note A. 
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Hears, upon turret-roof and wall. 

By fits the plashing rain-drop fall,^ 

Lists to the breeze’s boding sound. 

And wraps his shaggy mantle round. 

11 . 

TIioso towers, which in the changeful gleam® 
Throw murky shadows on the stream, 

Those towers of Barnard hold a guest, 

The emotions of whose troubled breast. 

In wild and strange confusion driven, 

Rival the flitting rack of heaven. 

Ere sleep stern Oswald’s senses tied, 

Oft had he changed his wTary side, 
Composed his limbs, and vainly sought 
By effort strong to banish thought. 

Sleep came at length, but with a train 
Of feelings true® and fancies vain, 

Mingling, in wild disorder cast, 

The expected future with the past. 
Conscience, anticipating time. 

Already rues the enacted crime, 

And calls her furies forth, to shake 
The sounding scourge and hissing snake; 
While her poor victim’s outward throes 
Bear witness to his mental woes, 

And show what lesson may be read 
Beside a sinner’s restless bed. 

III. 

Thus Oswald’s labouring feelings trace 
Strange changes in his sleeping face, 

Rapid and ominous as these 
With which the moonbeams tinge the Tees. 
There might be seen of shame the blush, 
There anger’s dark and fiercer flush, 

While the perturbed sleeper’s hand 
Seem’d grasping dagger-knife, or brand. 


1 This couplet is not in the Original MS. 

2 ““ sk'lfit/iff gleata," 

8 MS.—’'* Of feelings n'a!, and fancies vain.” 

MS. — ** Nor longer nature bears the shock. 

That pang the slumborcr awoke.” 

8 There appears .some resemblance betwixt the visions of 
Oswald’s sleep and the waking-dream of the Giaour 

He stood. — Some dread was on his face. 

Soon Hatred settled in its place ; 

It rose not with the reddening flush 
Of transient Anger’s hasty blush. 

But pale as marble o’er the tomb. 

Whose ghastly whiteness aids its gloom. 

His brow was bent, his eye was glazed; 

Ho raised his arm, and fiercely raised. 

And sternly shook his hand on high, 

As doubting to return or fly ; 

Impatient of his flight delay’d, 

Here loud his raven charger neigh’d— 

Bown glanced that hand, and grasp’d his blade ; 
That sound had burst his waking-dream, 

Aa slumber starts at owlet’s scream. 


Relax’d that gra*ip, the heavy sigh, 

The tear in the half-opening eye, 

The pallid check and brow, confess’d 
That grief was busy in bis breast ; 

Nor paused that mood — a sudden start 
Impoird the life-blood from the heart ; 
Features convulsed, and mutterings dread. 
Show terror reigns in sorrow’s stead. 

That pang the painful slumber broke,' 
And Osw'ald with a start awoke.® 

lY. 

He woke, and fear’d again to close 
His eyelids in such dire repose ; 

He woke, — to watch the lamp, and tell 
From hour to hour the castle-bell. 

Or listen to the owlet’s cry. 

Or the sad breeze that whistles by, 

Or catch, by fits, the timeless rhyme 
With which the warder cheats the time, 
And envying think, how, when the sun 
Bids the poor soldier’s watch be dona, 
Couch’d on his straw, and fancy-free, 

He sleeps like careless infancy. 

■ 

Far town-ward sounds a distant tread, 
And Oswald, starting from his bed, 

Hath caught it, though no human ear, 
Unsharpen’d by revenge and fear, 

Could e’er distinguish, horse’s clank, 

Until it reach’d the castle bank.® 

Now nigh and plain the sound appears, 
The wardei*’s challenge now he hears, ^ 
Then clanking chains and levers tell, 
That o’er the moat the drawbridge fell, 
And, in the castle court below, 

Voices are heard, and torches glow, 


The spur hath lanced his courser’s sides ; 

Away, away, for life he rides. 

*Twas but a moment that he stood, 

Then sped as if by death pursued, 

But in that instant o’er his soul, 

Winters of memory seem’d to roll. 

And gather in that drop of time, 

A life of pain, an age of crime.” 

Byhon’s /Fork,% vol. i.\. p. 1^7- 

6 MS.— “ TRl underneath the castle bank. 

Nigh and more nigh the sound appear.s, 

The warder’s ehalienge next he hears.” 

7 See Appendix, Note B, 

** The natural superiority of the instrument over the em- 
ployer, of bold, unhesitating, practised vice, over timid, sel- 
fish, crafty iniquity, is very finely painted throughout the 
whole of this scene, and the dialogue that ensues. That the 
mind of Wycliffe, wrought to the utmost agony of suspense, 
has given such acuteness to his bodily organs, as to enable 
him to distinguish the a]q>roach of his iiired bravo, while at a 
distance beyond the reach of common hearing, is grandly ima- 
gined, and admirably true to nature.”— Jkvim, 



IIOKEBY, 


AS marslialling tlie stranger’s way, 
Straight for the room where Oswald lay ; 
The cry was, — Tidings from the host,^ 
Of weight — a messenger comes post,” 
Stifling the tumult of his breast, 

His answer Oswald thus express’d — 
Bring food and wine, and trim the fire 
Admit the stranger, and retire.” 


Cursing each moment that his guest 
Protracted o’er his ruffian fcast.^ 
Yet, viewing with alarm, at last. 

The end of that uncouth repast, 
Almost he seem’d their haste to rucw 
As, at his sign, his train withdrew, 
And left liim with the stranger, 

To question of his mystery. 

Then did his silence long proclaim 
A straggle between fear and shame. 


The stranger came 'with heav^ stride,® 

The morion’s plumes his risage hide, 

And the buff-coat, an ample fold. 

Mantles his form’s gigantic moukl'** 

Full slender answer deigned he 
To Oswald’s anxious courtesy, 

But mark’d, by a disdainfuT smile, 

He saw and scorn’d the petty wile, 

When Oswald changed the torch’s place. 
Anxious that on the soldier’s face'^ 

Its partial lustre might be thrown, 

To show his looks, yet hide his own. 

His guest, the while, hud low aside 
The ponderous cloak of tough bull’s hide, 
And to the torch glanced broad and clear 
The corslet of a cuirassier ; 

Then from his brow’s the casque he drew-, 
And from the dank plume dash’d the dewq 
From gloves of mail relieved his hands, ^ 
And spread them to the kindling biunds, 
And, turning to the genial board, ^ 
Without a health, or pledge, or w^ord 
Of meet and social reverence said, 

Deeply he drank, and fiercely fed f 
As free from ceremony’s sway, 

As famish’d wolf that tears his prey. 


Tin. 

Much in the stranger’s mien appears, 

To justify suspicious fears. 

0.n his dark face a scorching clime. 

And toil, had done the "work of time, 
Roughen’d the brow, the temples bared, 
And sable hairs with silver shared, 

Y et left— what age alone could tame — 

The lip of pride, the eye of flame 
The full-drawm lip that npw'ard curl’d. 

The eye, that seem’d to seorn the world. 
Tlrat lip had terror never blench'd ; 

Ne’er in that eye had tear-drop quench’d 
The flash severe of swarthy glow, 

That mock’d at pain, and knew not woe. 
Inured to danger’s direst form, 

Tornade and earthquake, tlcod and storm, 
Death had he seen by sudden blow, 

By wasting plague, by tortures s!ohv,‘° 

By mine or breach, by steel or ball, 

Knew all his shapes, and scorn’d them all 


But yet, though Eertrat-T S harden’d lool 
Unmoved, could blood and danger brook, 
Still worse than apathy had place 
On his swart brow and callous face ; 

For evil passions, cherish’d long, 

Had plough’d them with impressions tlvQi 
All that gives gloss to sin, ail gay 
Light folly, past with youth away, 

But rooted stood, in manhood’s hour, 

The weeds of vice without their flower. 
And yet the soil in wdiieh they grew’, 

Had it been tamed when life was new. 


With deep impatience, tinged with feai 
His host beheld him gorge his cheer, 
And quaff the full carouse, that lent 
His brow a fiercer hardiment. 

Now Oswald stood a space aside, 

Now paced the room with hasty stride 
In feverish agony to learn 
Tidings of deep and dread concern. 


cnmstancea, which none but a poetical mind could have con- 
ceived, give great relief to the stronger touches with which 
this excellent sketch is completed-”— Mevkm. 

8 MS.—" Protracted o’er his savage feast. 

Yet with alarm he saw at last.” 

9 " As Eoderick rises above hlamiion, so Bertram ascends 
above Eoderick Dha in awfuiriessof stature and strength of 
colouring. We have trembled at Boderick ; hut we look with 
doubt and suspicion at the very shadow of Bertram— and, as 
we approach Itirn, wc shrink with terror and antipathy from 

■ ‘ The . lip of qu'ide, the eye of flame. ’ ” 


1 MS.— “ The cry was, — ‘Hermghaiu comes post. 

With tidings of a battle lost.* 

As one that roused hiniself from rest. 

His answer,” &c. 

2 MS.- " with hea\ 7 - pace, 

The plumed morion lad Ids face,” 

3 See Appendix, Note C. 

■4 MS.—" That fell upon the stranger’s face.” 

5 MS. “ he/m;ty his hands.” 

6 MS.—" Then turn’d to the replenish’d board.” 

7 " The description of Bertram which follows, is highly pic- 
turesque ; and the rude air of conscious superiority with which 
he treats his employer, prepares the reader to enter into the 
full spirit of his character. These, and many other little ck- 


to See AppendLi, Note D 
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Had deptli and vigour lo bring forth ^ 

The hardier fruits of virtuous worth. 

Not that., e’en, then^ his heart had known 
The gentler feelings’ kindly tone; 

But lavish waste had been refined 
To bounty in his chasten’d mind, 

And lust of gold, that waste to feed, 

Been lost in love of glory’s meed, 

And, frantic then no more, his pride 
Had ta’en fair virtue for its guide, 

X. ' 

Even now, by conscience unrestrain’d, 
Clogg’d by gross vice, by slaughter stain’d, 
Still knew his daring soul to soar, 

And mastery o’er the mind he bore ; 

For meaner guilt, or heart less hard, 

Quail’d beneath Bertram’s bold regard." 

And this felt Oswald, while in vain 
He strove, by many a winding trahi, 

To lure his sullen guest to show, 

Unask’d, the news he long’d to know, 

W''Ml€ on far other suliject hung 

His heart, than falter’d from his tongue.*'’ 

Yet nought for that his guest did deign 
To note or spare his secret pain, 

But still, in stern and stubborn sort, 

Return’d him answer dark and short, 

Or started from the theme, to range 
In loose digression wild and strange, 

And forced the embarrass’d host to buy, 

By q[uery close, direct reply. 

XI. 

A *sv'liile he glozcd upon the cause 
Of Commons, Covenant, and Laws, 

And Church Reform’d — but felt rebuke 
Beneath grim Bertram’s sneering look, 

Then stammer’d — Has a field been fought ? 
Has Bertram news of battle brought ? 

For sure a soldier, famed so far 
In foreign holds for feats of war, 


1 MS. — Shew’d depth and vigour to bring forth 

The noblest fruits of virtuous worth. 

Then had the lust of gold accurst 
Been lost in glory’s nobler thirst. 

And deep revenge for trivial cause. 

Been zeal for freedom and for laws, 

And, frantic then no more, bis pride 
Had ta’en fair honour for its guide.” 

2 MS.— “ siei'H regard.” 

3 “The 'mastery* obtained by such a being as Bertram 
over the timid wickedness of inferior villains, is well delineat- 
ed in the conduct of Osw-ald, who, though he had not hesitated 
to propose to him the murder of his kinsman, is described as 
fearing to ask liim tJiC. direct question, whether the crimehas been 
acmnplished. We must confess, for our own parts, that wo 
did not, till we came to the second reading of the canto, per- 
ceive the propriety, and even the moral beauty, of this cir- 
cumstance. We are now quite convinced that, in introducing 
it, the poet has been guided by an accurate perception of the 
mtricacios of human nature. The scene between King John 


On eve of fight ne’er left the host, 

Until the field were won and lost.” 

" Here, in your towers by circling l'ee% 

You, Oswald Wycliffc, rest at ease 
Wliy deem it strange that others come 
To share such safe and easy home, 

From fields where danger, death, and toil, 

Are the reward of civil broil ?” — ® 

Nay, mock not, friend ! since well we know 
The near advances of the foe, 

To mar our northern army’s work, 

Encamp’d before beleaguer’d York ; 

Thy horse with valiant Fairfax lay,^ 

And must have fought— how went the day?”— 

XII. 

Woiildst hear the talc ? — On Zdarstun heath ^ 
Met, front to front, the ranks of death ; 
Flourish’d the trumpets fierce, and now 
Fired was each eye, and flush’d each bi’uw ; 

On either side loud clamours ring, 

‘ God and the Cause ! ’ — ^ God and the King 1 ’ 
Right English all, they rush’d to blows, 

With nought to win, and all to lose. 

I could have laugh’d — but lack’d the time — 

To see, in phrenesy sublime, 

How the fierce zealots fought and bled, 

For king or state, as humour led ; 

Some for a dream of public good, 

Some for church-tippet, gown and hood, 
Draining their veins, in death to claim 
A patriot’s or a martyr’s name. — 

Led Bertram Risingham the hearts,® 

That counter’d there on adverse parts, 

No superstitious fool had I 
Sought El Dorados in the sky ! 

Chili had heard me through her states. 

And Lima oped her silver gates, 

Rich Mexico I had march’d thro'ugh, 

And sack’d the splendours of Peru, 

Till sunk Pizarro's daring name, 

And, Cortez, thine, in Bertram’s fame.” — ® 


and Plubert may probably have been present to his mind when 
he composed the dialogue between Oswald and his terrible 
agent ; but it will be observed, that the situations of the re- 
spective personages are materially difi'e rent ; the mysterious 
caution in which Shakspeare’s usurper is made to involve the 
proposal of his crime, springs from motives undoubtedly more 
obvious and immediate, but not more consistent with truth 
and probability, than that with which Wyclilfe conceals th« 
drift of his fearful mtcrrogatories.”-“{7'ni!'/ari Review. 

4 JIS.— “ Safe sit you, Oswald, and at ease.” 

* MS.-—" Award the meed of civil broil.” 

6 MS.—" Thy horsemen on the out])osts lay.” 

7 See Appendix, Note E. 

a MS.—" Led I but half of such bold hearts, 

As counter’d there,” &c. 

® The quarterly Beviewer (No. xvL) thus states the 
of the hesitation he had had in arriving at the ultimate ojanion, 
that Rokehy was worthy of the “ high praise” already quoted 
from the commencement of hi.s article Wc confess, then, 
that in the langxiage and versification of this poem, we were, in 





BOKEBY." 


Sti 1 from the purpose wit thou stray ! 
Good gentle friend, how went the day?’ ~ 


XIIL 

Good am I deem’d at ti*umpet-sound, 

And good wdiere goblets dance the round. 
Though gentle ne’er was Join’d, till now, 

With rugged Bertram’s breast and brow. — 

But I resume. The battle’s rage . 

Was like the strife which currents w’age, 

Where Orinoco, in his pride, 

Roils to the main no tribute tide, 

But ’gainst broad ocean urges far , 

A rival sea of roaring war; 

While, in ten thousand eddies driven, 

The billows fling their foam to heaven, 

And the pale pilot seeks in vain. 

Where rolls the river, wdiere the main. 

Even thus upon the bloody field, 

The eddying tides of conflict wheel’d ^ 
Ambiguous, till that heart of flame, 

Hot Rupert, on our squadrons came, 

Hurling against our spears a line * 

Of gallants, fiery as their wine ; 

Then ours, though stubborn in their seal, 

In zeal’s despite began to reel 

What wouldst thou more % — in timiiilt tost, 

Our leaders fell, our ranks were lost. 

A thousand men, wdio drew the svcord 
For both the Houses and the Word, 

Preach’d forth from hamlet, grange, and dov/n, 
To cui’b the crosier and the crown. 

Now, stark and stiff, lie stretch’d in gore, 

And ne’er shall rail at mitre more. — 

Thus fared it, when I left the fight, 

With the good Cause and Commons’ right.”— 

XIV. 

Disastrous news !” dark W^'ycliffe said ; 
Assumed despondence bent his liead. 

While troubled joy was in his eye. 

The well-feign’d sorrow to belie. — 

Disastrous news ! — when needed most, 

Told ye not that your chiefs were lost % 


the first instance, disappointed. We do not mean to say that 
cither is invariably faulty ; neither is it within the power of 
accident that the conceptions of a vigorous and highly culti- 
vated mind, should uniformly invest themselves in trivial ex- 
pressions, or in dissonant rhymes ; hut we do think that those 
golden lines, wliich spontaneously fasten themselves on the 
memory of the reader are more rare, and that instances of a 
culpable and almost slovenly inattention to the usual rules 
of diction and of metre, are more frequent in this, than in any 
preceding work of Mr. Scott. In support of this opinion, we 
adduce the following quotation, which occurs in stanza xii. : 
and in the course of a description winch is, in some parts, un- 
usually splendid— 

Led Bertram Kisingham the hearts,’ ^ 


Complete the woful tale, and say, 

WTio fell upon that fatal day ; 

What ieadem of repute and name 
Bought by their death a deathless fame.®^ 

If such my direst foemau’s doom, 

My tears shall dew his honour’d tomb.— 

No answer? — Friend, of all our host, 

Thou know’st whom I should hate the most, 
Whom thou too, once, wert W'ont to hate, 
Yet leavest me doubtful of his fate.” — 

With look unmoved, — Of friend or foe, 
Aught,” answer’d Bertram, woukl’t-t then 
Demand in simple terais and plain, 

A soldier’s answer shalt thou gain ; — 

For question dark, or riddle high, 

I have nor judgment nor reply.” 


The wrath his art and fear suppress’d, 

Now blazed at once in Wyelifie’s breast ; 

And brave, from man so meanly born, 

Roused his hereditary scorn. 

Wretch ! hast thou paid thy bloody debt? 
Philip of Mortham, lives he yet? 

False to thy patron or thine oath, 

Trait’rous or perjured, one or both. 

Slave ! hast thou kept thy promise plight, 

To slay thy leader in the fight ? ” — 

Then from his seat the soldier sprung, 

And W'yclifi’e’s hand he strongly wrung ; 

His grasp, as hard as glove of mail. 

Forced the red blood-drop from the nail — 

A health 1” he cried ; and, ere he quail'd, 
Flung from him Wyclifle’s hand, and laugh’d : 
' — Now, Oswald Wyclifle, speaks thy heart ! 
Now^ play’st thou w'ell thy genuine part ! 
■Worthy, but for thy craven fear, 

Like me to roam a bucanier. 

What reck’st thou ofthe Cau.se divine, 

If Mortham’s wealth and lands be thine ? 
■What carest thou for beleaguer’d Yoii', 

If this good hand have done its work ? 

Or what, though Fairfax and lus best 
Are reddening Marston’s swarthy breast. 


* And, Cortez, thine, in Bertrani’s fame.’ 

** Tlie author, surely, cannot require to be told, that the 
feebleness of these jingling couplets is IcssotFensive than their 
obscurity. The first line is unintelligible, because the condi- 
tional word ‘ if,’ on which the meaning depends, is neither 
expressed nor implied in it ; and. the third lino is cqu.ally faul- 
ty, because the sentence, when restored to its natural order, 
can only express the exact converse of the .speaker’s intention. 
We think it necessary to remonstrate against these barlwroua 
inversions, because we consider the rales of grammar as tha 
only shackles by which tlie Hudlhrastic metre, already so li- 
centious, can he confined within tolerable limits.” 

1 MS.— “ The doubtful tides of battle reel’d.” 






2 MS.— Chose deatli in preference to slm.iue.” 
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If Hiilip :^l<»rtham wth tliora lie, 
Lending bis life-blood to the dye?— ^ 
Sit, then ! and as 'mid comrades free 
Carousing after victory, 

When tales are told of blood and fear, 
That boys and women ^ shrink to hear. 
From point to point I frankly telP 
The deed of death as it befell. 


■ XYL ■ 

“ TOen purposed vengeance I forego, 

Term me a wretch, nor deem me toe ; 

And when an insult I forgive,^ 

Then brand me as a slave, and live ! — 
Philip of Mortbara is with those 
Whom Bertram Risingham calls foes ; 

Or whom more sure revenge attends,® 

If number'd with ungrateful friends. 

As was his wont, ei^e battle glow'd, 

Along the marsiiall'd ranks he rode, 

And wore his vizor up the while. 

I saw Ills melancholy smile, 

When, full opposed in front, he knew 
Where Rokeby's kindred banner flew. 

* And thus,' he said, ‘ will friends divide I'— 
1 heard, and thought how, side by side, 

We two had turn’d the battle’s tide, 

In many a well-debated field, 

Where Bertram’s breast was Philip’s 
shield. 

T thought on Darien’s deserts pale, 

Where death bestrides the evening gale, 
How o'er my friend my cloak I threw, 

And fenceless faced the deadly dew ; 

I thought on Quariana’s cliff, 

Where, rescued from our foundenng sldff, 
Tlirough the wiiite breakers’ wrath I bore 
Exhausted Mortham to the shore ; 

And when his side an arrow found, 

I suck’d the Indian’s venom'd wound. 
These thoughts like torrents rush’d along,® 
To sweep away my purpose strong. 


XYII. 

Hearts are not flint, and flints are rent ; 
Hearts are not steel, and steel is bent. 
When Mortham bade me, as of yore, 

Be near him in the battle’s roar, 

I scarcely saw the spears laid low, 

I scarcely heard the trumpets blow ; 


^ MS.—* ** And heart’s-bloofl lend to aid the dye? 
Sitj, then ! and as to comrades boon 
Carousing for achievement -won.” 

* MS.—** That boys and cowards,” &:c. 


8 MS.—** Frank, as from mate to mate, I tell 
Wliat vray the deed of death befelL” 


* MS.— “ Name when an insult 1 forgave, 

Au.l, Oswald WycUfl’e, call me slave.” 


Lost was the war in inward strife, 

Debating Mortham’s death or life. 

'Twas then I thought, how, lured to come, 

As partner of his wealth and home, 

Years of piratic wandering o’er, 

With him I sought our native shore. 

But Mortham's lord grew far estranged 
From the bold heart with whom he ranged ; 
Doubts, horrors, superstitious fears, 

Sadden’d and dimm'd descending years ; 

The wily priests their victim sought, 

And damn’d each free-born^ deed and thoughti. 
Then must I seek another home, 

My license shook his sober dome ; 

If gold he gave, in one wild day 
I revell'd thrice the sum away. 

An idle outcast then I stray’d, 

Unfit for tillage or for trade. 

Deem’d, like the steel of rusted lance, 

U.seless and dangerous at once. i. 

The women fear’d my hardy look, 

At my approach the peacefol shook ; 

The merchant saw my glance of flame, 

And lock’d his hoards when Bertram came 5 
Each child of coward peace kept far 
From the neglected son of war. 


. .XVIIL ; 

“ But civil discord gave the call, 

And made my trade the trade of all. 

By Mortham urged, I came again 
His vassals to the fight to train. 

What guerdon waited on my care?® 

I could not cant of creed or prayer ; 
Sour fanatics each trust obtain’d, 

And I, dishonour’d and disdain’d, 
Gain’d but the high and happy lot, 

In these poor arms to front the shot ! — ■ 
All this thou know^’st, thy gestures tell ; 
Yet hear it o’er, and mark it well. 

'Tis honour bids me now relate 
Each circumstance of Mortham’s fate. 


XIX. 


Thoughts, from the tongue that slowly part, 
Glance quick as lighti^ng through the heart. 
As my spur press’d my courser’s side, 

Philip of Mortham's cause was tried, 

And, ere the charging squadrons mix’d. 

His plea was cast, his doom w'as fix’d. 


5 MS. — ** Wlioitt sure.st his revenge attends, 

If number’d once among iiis fricnids,” 


6 fttS.— ** These thoughts rush’d on, like torrent’s s-way. 
To sweep my stern resolve away.” 


7 MS.— “ Each liberal deed.” 


8 MS.—** But of my labour what the meed ? 

I could not cant of church or creed/ 



ROKEBY. 


I watcli’d him through the doubtful fray, 
That changed as March’s moody day,’' 

Till, like a stream that hursts its baiik,^ 
Fierce Rupert thunder’d on our dank. 

’Twas then, midst tumult, smoke, and strife, 
Where each man fought for death or life, 
’Twas then I fired my petronel, 

J^nd Mortham, steed and rider, fell. 

One djdng look he upward cast, 

Of wrath and anguish — ’fcwas his last. 

'■j'hink not that there 1 stopp’d, to view 
"What of the battle should ensue ; 

But ere I clear’d that bloody press, 

<')ur northern horse ran masterless ; 
IMonekton and Mitton told the news,"^ 

How troops of roundheads choked the Ouse, 
And many a honny Scot, aghast, 

Spurring his palfrey northward, past. 
Cursing the day when zeal or meed 
First their Lesley o’er the Tv/eed.'* 

Yet when 1 reach’d the banks of Swale, 

Had rumour leani’d another tale ; 

AVith his barb’d horse, fresh tidings say, 
Stout Cromwell has redeem’d the day : 

But whether false the news, or true, 

Oswald, I reck as light as you.” 


Not then by Wycliffe might be shown, 
How Ills pride startled at the tone 
In which his complice, fierce and fi’ee, 
Asserted guilt’s equality. 

In smoothest terms his speech he w’ove, 
Of endless friendship, faith, and love ; 
Promised and vow’d in courteous sort, 
But Bertram broke professions short. 

“ Wycliffe, be sure not here I stay. 

No, scarcely till the rising day; 

W’'ani’d by the legends of my youth,® 

I trust not an associate’s truth. 

Bo not my native dales prolong 
Of Percy Rede the tragic song, 

Train’d forward to his bloody fall. 

By Girsonfieid, that treacherous Hall P 
Oft, by the Pringle’s haunted side, 

The shepherd sees his spectre glide. 
And near the spot that gave me name, 
The moated mound of Risingham,® 
Where Reed upon her margin sees 
Sweet Woodburne’s cottages and trees, 


Some ancient sculptor’s art has snown 
An outlaw’s image on the stone 
Unmatch’d in strength, a g'ant he. 

With quiver’d back,*<^ and kirtled knee* 

Ask how he died, that hunter bold, 

The tameless monarch of the wold, 

And age and infancy can tell, 

By brother’s treachery he fell. 

Thus warn’d by legends of my youth, 

I trust to no associate’s truth. 

XXI. 

When last we reason’d of tliis deed, 
Nought, I bethink me, was agreed. 

Or by what rule, or when, or where, 

The wealth of Mortham we should share; 
Then list, while I the portion name. 

Our differing law’s give each to claim. 

Thou, vassal sworn to England’s throne. 
Her rules of heritage mufst owm ; 

They deal thee, as to nearest heir, 

Thy kinsman’s lands and living fair, 

And these I yield : — do thou revere 
The statutes of the Bueanier.^i 
Friend to the sea, and foeman sw’orn 
To all that on her w'aves are borne, 

TMien falls a mate in battle broil, 

His comrade heirs his portion’d spoil ; 
When dies in fight a daring foe, 

He claims his wealth w'ho struck the blow , 
And either rule to me assigns 
Those spoils of Indian seas and mines. 
Hoarded in Mortham’s caverns dark ; 

Ingot of gold and diamond spark, 

Chalico and plate from churches borne, 
And gems from shrieking beauty tern, 
Each string of pearl, each silver bar. 

And all the wealth of western w^ar. 

I go to search, where, dark and deep, 
Those Trans-atlantic treasures sleej). 

Thou must along— for, lacking thee. 

The heir wall scarce find entrance free ; 
And then farow-ell. I haste to try 
Each varied pleasure wealth can buy ; 
When cloyed each wish, these wars afford 
Fresh wmrk for Bertram’s restless swoi'd.” 

XXIL 

An undecided answer hung 
On Oswald’s hesitating tongue. 


3. — That changed as with a Tluri^'incl’s sway,” 

— ' “ dashing 

On thy war-horse through the ranks. 

Like a btream which burst its banks.” 

Byrox’s n'orks, vol. x. p. 275. 
S.— “ Hot Rupert on the spur pursues ; 

Whole troops of fliers choked the Ouse.” 

:e App<indix, Note F. 
le Appendix, Note G-. 


6 MS .— Taught by the legends of ray youth 
To trust to no associate’s truth.” 

? See Appendix, Note K. 

8 MS.— “ Still hy the spot that gave me name. 

The moated camp of Kisingbrnn, 

A giant form the stranger sees, 

Half lud by rifted rocks ar.d trees.” 

9 See Appendix, Note I. 

10 MS.— With bow in hand," 
u See Appendix, Note K. 




SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS, 


Hour after hour lie loved to pore 
On Shakspeare’s rich and varied lor©, 
But turned from martial scenes and 
From Fal staff’s feast and Percy’s fight, 
To ponder Jaques’ moral strain, 

And muse with Hamlet, wse in vain ; 
And weep himself to soft repose 
O’er gentle Desdemona’s woes. 


Despite his craft, he beard with awe 
This ruffian stahher fix the law ; 

While his own troubled passions veer 
Through hatred, joy, regret, and fear 
Joy’d at the soul that Bertram flies, 

He grudged the murderer’s mighty prize. 
Hated his pride’s presumptuous tone, 
And fear’d to wend with him alone. 

At length, that middle course to steer, 

To cowardice and craft so dear, 

His charge,” he said, would ill allow 
His absence from the fortress now ; 
WiLFRiJ) on Bertram should attend, 

His son should journey with his friend.” 


XXV. 

In youth he sought not pleasures found 
By youth in horse, and hawk, and hound. 
But loved the quiet joys that wake 
By lonely stream and silent lake ; 

In Deepdale’s solitude to lie, 

Where all is cliff and copse and sky ; 

To climb Catcastle’s dizzy peak, 

Or lone Pendragon’s mound to sock.® 
Such was his wont; and there his dreiim 
Soar’d on some wild fantastic theme, || 
Of faithful love, or ceaseless spring, 

Till Contemplation’s wearied wing 
The enthusiast could no more sustain, 
And sad he sunk to earth again. 


XXIIL 

Contempt kept Bertram’s anger down, 

And wreathed to savage smile his frown. 

Wilfrid, or thou — ’tis one to me, 

\\Tiiehever bears the golden key. 

Yet think not but I mark, and smile 
To mark, thy poor and selfish wile ! 

If injury from me you fear, 

VVhatj Oswald WycUffe, shields thee here 2 
I’v'e sprung from walls more high than these, 
I’ve swam through deeper streams than Tees, 
Might I not stab thee, ere one yell 
Could rouse the distant sentinel 1 
Start not— it is not my design. 

But, if it were, weak fence were thine ; 

And, trust me, that, in time of need, 

This hand hath done more desperate deed. 
Go, haste and rouse thy slumbering son ; 
Time calls, and I must needs be gone. 


XXVL 

He loved — as many a lay can tell, 
Preserved in Stanmore’s lonely dell ; 
For his was minstrel’s skill, he caught 
The art unteachable, untaught ; 

He loved — ^his soul did nature frame 
For love, and fancy nursed the flame ; 
Vainly he loved — for seldom swain 
Of such soft mould is loved again ; 
Silent he loved — in every gaze 
Was passion, 3 friendship in his phrase, 
So mused his life away — till died 
His brethren all, their father’s pride. 
Wilfrid is now the only heir 
Of all his stratagems and care, 

And destined, darkling, to pursue 
Ambition’s maze by Oswald’s ciue.^ 


XXIV. 

Nought of his sire’s ungenerous part 
Polluted Wilfrid’s gentle heart ; 

A heart too soft from early life 
To hold with fortune needful strife. 

His sire, while yet a hardier race^ 

Of numerous sons were Wycliffe’s grace, 
On Wilfrid set contemptuous brand. 

For feeble heart and ibrcelcss hand ; 

But a fond mother’s care and joy 
Were centred in her sickly boy. 

No touch of childhood’s frolic mood 
Siiovi'’d the elastic spring of blood ; 


xxvn. 

Wilfrid must love and woo^ the b 
Matilda, heir of Rokeby’s knight. 
To love her was an easy best, 

The secret empress of his breast ; 


i MS. “ while yet around him stood 

A numerous race of hardier mood.” 

s “ And oft the craggy cliff he loved to climb. 

When all in mist the world below was lost, 

"What dreadful pleasure! there to stand sublime. 

Like shipwreck’d mariner on desert coast.” 

Bhattie’b MinstreL 

3 MS.— Was love, hut friendship in his phrase.” 

■* “ The prototype of Wilfrid may perhaps be found 
Beattie’s Edwin ; but in some essential respects it is made 
more true to nature than that which nrohably servt ' * " 

, . , Ui HAW fHI 

or^nal. The ■posstbihiy may perhaps be questioned, (its great xxvi. )— Review, 

rnpremuity is unquestionable, ) of such excessive refinement, 6 MS.— » And first must Wilfrid woo,” 


such over-strained, and even morbid sensibility, as are por- 
trayed in the character of Edwin, existing in so rude a state of 
society as that which Beattie has represented,— hut these 
qualities, even when found in the most advanced and polished 
stages of life, are rarely, very rarely, united with a robust and 
healthy frame of body. In both these particulars, the cha- 
racter of Wilfrid is exempt from the objections to which we 
think that of the Minstrel liable. At the period of the Civil 
Wars, in the higher orders of Society, intellectual refinement 
in had advanced to a degree sufficient to give probability to its 
existence. The remainder of our argument will be best ex- 
red for its plained by the beautiful lines of the poet,” (stanzas xxv. and 


ROKEBY. 


To WOO her was a harder task 
To one that durst not hope or ask. 

Yet all Matilda con Id, she gave 
In pity to her gentle slave ; 

Friendship, esteem, and fair regard. 

And praise, the poet’s best reward ! 

She read the tales his taste approved, 

And sung the lays he framed or loved ; 

Yet, loth to nurse the fatal flame 
Of hopeless love in friendship’s name. 

In kind caprice she oft withdrew 
The ^vouring glance to friendship due,^ 
Then grieved to see her victim’s pain, 

And gave the dangerous smiles again. 

XXVIII. 

So did the suit of Wilfrid stand, 

When war's loud summons waked the land. 
Three banners, floating o’er the Tees, 

The wo-|orboding peasant sees ; 

In concert oft they braved of old 
The bordering Scot’s incursion bold; 
Frowning defiance in their pride, ^ 

Their vassals now and lords divide. 

From his fair hall on Greta banks. 

The Knight of Eokeby led his ranks, 

To aid the valiant northern Earls, 

Who drew the sword for royal Charles. 
Mortham, by marriage near allied, — 

His sister had been Rokeby’s bride. 

Though long before the ciril fray, 

In peaceful grave the lady lay,' — 

Philip of Mortham raised his band, 

And march’d at Fairfax’s command ; 

While Wyclifte, bound by many a train 
Of kindred art with wily Vane, 

Less prompt to brave the bloody field, 

Made Barnard’s battlements his shield. 
Secured them with his Lunedale powers, 
And for the Commons held the towers. 

XXIX.' 

The lovely heir of Rokeby’s Knight® 

Waits in his halls the event of fight ; 

For England’s war revered the claim 
Of every unprotected name. 

And spared, amid its fiercest rage, 
Childhood and womanhood and age. 


J MS,— The fuel fond her favour threw.” 

2 MS.— Kow frowning dark on different side, 

Their vassals and their lords divide.” 

3 MS.— “ Dame Alice and Matilda bright, 

Daughter and wife of Eokeby’s Knight, 
Wait in his halls,” &:e. 

* MS.— But Wilfrid, when the strife arose. 

And Rokfby and his son were foes. 
Was doom’d each privilege to lose. 

Of kindred friendship and the muse.” 

6 MS. — “ Aping, with fond hypocrisy. 

The careless step,” iSic. 
s The MS. has not this coupLt. 


But Wiifirid, son to Rokeby’s frjo, 

Must the dear privilege forego. 

By Greta’s side, in evening grey. 

To steal upon Matilda’s way. 

Striving,® with fond hypocrisy, 

For careless step and vacant eye ; 
Calming each anxious look and glance, 
To give the meeting all to chance, 

Or framing, as a fair excuse, 

The book, the pencil, or the muse : 
Something to give, to sing, to say, 

Some modem tale, some ancient lay. 
Then, wliiie the long’d-for mirmtes 
last, — 

Ah ! minutes quickly ovcr-pa.st! — 
Recording each expression free, 

Of kind or careless courtesy, 

Each friendly look, each softer tone, 

As food for fancy when alone. 

All this is o’er — but still, unseen, 

Wilfrid may lurk in Ea.stwood green," 
To watch Matilda’s wonted round. 
While springs his heart at every soraid. 
She comes 1 — ’tis but a passing sight, 

Yet serves to cheat his weary night ; 

She comes not— -He will wait the hour, 
When her lamp lightens in the tower 
’Tis something yet, if, as she past, 

Her shade is o’er the lattice cast. 

What is my life, my hopel” he said ; 
Alas I a transitory shade.” 

XXX. 

Thus wore his life, though reason strove 
For mastery in vain with love, 

Forcing upon his thoughts the sum 
Of present woe and ills to come, 

W’^hile still he turn’d impatient ear 
Prom Truth’s intrusive voice severe. 
Gentle, indifferent, and subdued. 

In all but this, unmoved he view’d 
Each outward change of ill and good : 
But Wilfrid, docile, soft, and mild, 

Was Fancy’s spoxi’d and wayward child ; 
In her bright® ear she bade him ride, 
With one fair form to grace his side. 

Or, in some wild and lone retreat,*® 
Flung her high spells around Ms seat, 


{ 7 MS.— May Wilfrid haunt the * 1 , ,, 

WUMd haants Scarsll-s Srcen 


8 MS.- 


‘ watch the hour, 


That her lamp kindles in her tower.” 

9 MS. — ‘^/Fi'Mcar.” 

10 MS.— Or in some fair bat lone retreat. 

Flung her wild spells around his seat, 
Forhim her opiates'ygave to 

ojiiate J draughts baele I ^ 
Which he who tastes can ne’er forego. 
Taught iura to turn impatient ear 
From truth’s intrujive voice severe.” 
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Bathed in her dews his languid head, 

Her fairy mantle o"er him spread. 

For him her opiates gave to flow, 

■Which he who tastes can ne’er forego, 

And placed him in her circle, free 
From every stern reality, 

Till, to the ■\^isionary, seem 

Her day-dreams truth, and truth a dream. 

XXXI. 

Woe to the youth whom fancy gains, 
Winning from Reason’s hand the reins, 
Pity and woe I for such a mind 
Is soft, contemplative, and kind ; 

And woe to those wdio train such youth, 
And spare to press the rights of tnith, 

The mind to strengthen and anneal, 

While on the stithy glows the steel I 
0 teach him, while your lessons last, 

To judge the present by the past ; 

Remind him of each wish pursued, 

How rich it glow’d with promised good ; 
Remind him of each wish enjoy’d, 

How soon Ms hopes possession cloy’d ! 

Tell him, we play unequal game. 

Whene’er we shoot by Fancy’s aim 
And, ere he strip him for her race. 

Show the conditions of the chase. 

Two sisters by the goal are set, 

Cold Disappointment and Regret ; 

One disenchants the winner’s eyes, 

And strips of all its worth the prize. 

While one augments its gaudy show, 

Blore to enhance the loser’s w'oe.^ 

The victor sees his fairy gold, 

Transform’d, when won, to drossy mold. 
But still the vanquish’d mourns his loss, 
And rues, as gold, that glittering dross. 


J In the MS., after this couplet, the following lines conclude 
th e stanza 

** That all who on her visions press, 

Find disappointment dog success; 

But, miss’d their ■wish, lamenting hold 
Her gilding false for sterling gold.*’ 

2 “ Soft and smooth are Fancy’s flowery ways. 

And yet, even tliere, if left without a guide. 

The young adventurer tinsafeiy plays. 

Eyes, dazzled long hy Fiction’s gaudy rays, 

In modest Truth no light nor beauty find ; 

And who, my child, would trust the meteor'hlaze 
That soon must fail, and leave the wanderer blind, 
More dark and helpless far, than if it ne’er had shined ? 

Fancy enervates, while it soothes the heart, 

And, while it dazzles, wounds the mental sight ; 

To joy each heightening charm it can impart. 

But wraps the hour of woe in tenfold night. 

And often, where no real ills affright, 

Its visionary fiends, an endless train, 

Asjjcil with equal or superior might. 


XXXIL 

More W'ouldst tliou know— yon tower sr.iwey. 
Yon couch unpress’d since parting day, 

Yon untrimm’d lamp, whose yellow gleam 
Is mingling with the cold moonbeam. 

And yon thin form 1 — the hectic red 
On his pale cheek unequal spread 
The head reclined, the loosen’d hair, 

The limbs relax’d, the mournful air. — 

See, he looks up ; — a wofui smile 
Lightens his wo-wom cheek a jvhile,-^ 

’Tis fancy wakes some idle thought, 

To gild the ruin she has wrought; 

For, like the bat of Indian brakes, 

Her pinions fan the wound she makes, 

And soothing thus the dreamer’s pain, 

She drinks Ms life-blood from the vein." 

Now to the lattice turn his eyes, 

Vain hope I to see the sun arise. 

The moon with clouds is still o’ercast. 

Still howls by fits the stormy blast ; 

Another hour must wear away, 

Ere the East kindle into clay, 

And hark I to waste that weary hour, 

He tries the minstrel’s magic power. 

xxxm. 

TO THE MOON.® 

Hail to thy cold and clouded beam, 

Pale pilgrim of the troubled sky I . 

Hail, though the mists that o’er thee stream 
Lend to thy brow their sullen dye !® 

How should thy pure and peaceful eye 
Untroubled view our scenes below, 

Or how a tearless beam supply 
To light a world of war and woe I 


j And through the throbbing heart, and dizzy brain, 

And shivering nerves, shoot stings of more than mortal 
pain.” 

Beattiic. 

3 MS. — “ On his pale cheek in crimson glow ; 

The short and painful sighs that show 
The shrivell’d lip, the teeth’s white row, 

The head reclined,” &c. 

4 MS.—— the sleeper's pain, 

Brinks his dear life-blood from the vein.” 

5 “ The little poem that follows is, in our judgment, one of 
the best of Mr. Scott’s attempts in this kind. He, certainly, 
is not in general successful as a song- writer ; but, without any 
extraordinary effort, here are pleasing thoughts, polished ex- 
pressions, and musical versification.* Eeview. 

6 MS.—** Are tarnishing thy lovely dye ! 

A sad excuse let Fancy try — 

How should so kind a planet show 
Her stainless silver’s lustre high, 

To light a world of vrar and woe ! ** 
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Fair Queen ! I Tsill not blame thee now. 
As once by Gratae's fairy side ; 

Bach little cloud that dimmed thy brow 
Did then an angeFs beauty hide. 

And of the shades I then could chide, 

Still are the thoughts to memory dear, 
For, while a softer strain I tried. 

They hid my blush, and calm’d my fear. 

Then did I swear tliy ray serene 
Was form’d to light some lonely dell, 

By two fond lovers only seen, 

Reflected from the ci7stal well. 

Or sleeping on their mossy cell, 

Or (juivering on the lattice bright, 

Or glancing on their couch, to teil 
How swiftly wanes the summer night ! 

XXXIT. , 

He starts — a step at this lone hour I 
A voice ! — his father seeks the tower, 

With haggard loolc and troubled sense, 
Fresh from his dreadful conference. 

“ Wilfrid ! — what, not to sleep address’d ? 
Thou hast no cares to chase thy rest. 
Mortham has fall’n on Marston-inoor 
Bertram brings warrant to secure 
His treasures, bought by spoil and blood, 
For the State’s use and public good. 

The menials will thy voice obey ; 

Let his commission have its v/ay," 

In every point, in every word.” — 

Then, in a whisper, — “ Take thy sword ! 
Bertram is — what I must not tell. 

I hear his hasty step — farewell 


3^0 lie I) II. 


CA>’TO SECOND. 


Far in the chambers of the west, 
"The gale had sigh’d itself to rest ; 


1 MS.-—** Here’s Eisingliam brings tidings sure, 

Mortham lias fiill’n on Marston-moor; 

And he hath •vrarraiit to secure," &c. 

2 MS. — ** See that they give his warrant way.” 

3 With the MS. of stanzas X2:viii. to sxxiv. Scott thus ad- 
dresses his printer :— ** I send you the whole of the canto. I 
wish Erskine and you would look it over together, and con- 
sider whether, upon the whole matter, it is likely to make an 
impression. If it does really conae to good, I think there are 
tjo limits to the interest of that style of composition ; for the 
variety of life and character are boundless. 

“ I don’t know whether to give Matilda a mother or not. 
Decency requires she cotdd have one ; but she is as likely to 
be in my way as the gudeiuan’s mother, according to the pro- 
verb, is always in that of the gude wife. Y ours truly, W . S. 

(Oct. 1812.) 


The moon was cloudless now and clear, 

But pale, and soon to disappear. 

The thin grey clouds wax dimly light 
On Bnisleton and Houghton height ; 

And the rich dale, that eastward lay, 
Waited the wakening touch of day, 

To give its woods and cultured plain. 

And towers and spires, to light again. 

But, westward, Stanmore’s shapeless swell, 
And Lunedale wild, and Iveltoii-feil, 

And rock-bogirdled Clilnuinsear, 

And Arkingarth, lay dark afar ; 

W’‘hile, as a livelier twilight falls. 

Emerge proud Barnard’s banner’d walls. 
High crowm’d he sits, in dawning pale, 

The sovereign of the lovely vale, 

II. 

What prospects, from his vvateh -tower high. 
Gleam gradual on the warder’s eye ! — 

F ar sweeping to the east, he sees 
Down his deep woods the course of Tees,^ 
And tracks his w^anderings by the steam 
Of summer vapours from the stream ; 

And ere he paced his destined hour 
By Brackonbury’s dungeon-tower,^ 

These silver mists shall melt away, 

And dew the woods wdth glittering spray. 
Then in broad lustre shall be sliown 
That mighty trench of bring stone, 

And each huge trunk that, from the side, 
Reclines him o’er the darksome tide. 

Where Tees, full many a fathom low", 

Wears with his rage no common foe ; 

For pebbly bank, nor sand-bed here. 

Nor clay-mound, checks his fierce career. 
Condemn’d to mine a channell’d way, 

O’er solid sheets of marble grey. 

III. 

Xor Tees alone, in dawning bright. 

Shall rush upon the ravish’d sight; 

But many a tributary stream 

Each from its own dark ilell shall gleam : 


** We cannot close the fii'st Canto without bestowing the 
highest praise on it. The whole design of the picture is ex- 
cellent *, and the contrast presented to the gloomy and fearful 
opening by the calm and innocent conclusion, is masterly. 
Never were two characters more clearly and forcibly set in 
opposition than those of Bertram and Wilfrid. Oswald com- 
pietes the group ; and, for the moral purposes of the painter, 
is perhaps superior to the others. He is admirably designed 


* That middle course to steer 


To cowardice and craft so dear.’ ’ 


* See Appendix, Note L. 




6 *‘ Betwixt the gate and Ballol’s tower.” 


6 MS.—** Those deep-liewn banks of Uving stone.” 
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stern Bertram shimnM the nearer way. 
Through Kokeby’s park and chase that 


Staindrop^ who^ from her silvan bowers,* 
Salutes proud Raby^s battled towers ; 

The rural brook of Egliston, 

And Balder, named from Odin’s son ; 

And Oreta, to whose banks ere long 
We lead the lovers of the song ; 

And silver Lune, from Stanmore wild. 

And fairy Thorsgill’s murmuring child, 

And last and least, but loveliest still, 

Romantic Deepdale’s slender rill. 

Who in that dim-wood glen hath stray’d. 

Yet long’d for Roslin’s magic glade? 

Who, wandering there, hath sought to 
change 

Even for that vale so stern and strange, 
Where Caitland’s Crags, fantastic rent, 
Through her green copse like spires arc sent? 
Yet, Albin, yet the praise be thine. 

Thy scenes and story to combine 1 
Thou bid’st liim, who by Roslin strays. 

List to the deeds of other days 

’Mid Cartland’s Crags thou show'’st the 

■ . cave, . 

The refuge of thy champion brave 
Giving each rock its storied tale. 

Pouring a lay for every dale, 

Knitting, as with a moral band, 

Thy native legends with thy land. 

To lend each scene the interest high 
Which genius beams from Beauty’s eye. 

lY. 

Bertram awmted not the sight 

Which sun-rise shows from Barnard’s height, 

But from the towers, preventing day, 

^Yith Wilfrid took his early way, 

While misty dawn, and moonbeam pale, 

Still mingled in the silent dale. 

By Barnard’s bridge of stately stone, 

The southern bank of Tees they won ; 

Their winding path then eastward cast, 

And Egliston’s grey ruins pass'd 
Each on his owm deep visions bent, 

Silent and sad they onward went. 

W'ell may you think that Bertram’s mood,^ 

To 'Wilfrid savage seem’d and rude ; 

Well may you think hold Risingham 
Held Wilfeid trivial, poor, and tame ; 

And small the intercourse, I ween. 

Such uncongenial souls between. 


MS.— Staindrop, who, on her silvan way. 

Salutes proud Eaby’s tun'ets grey.” 

2 See Notes to the song of Fair Rosabelle, in the Lay of tho 
Last Minstrel. 

3 Cartland Crags, near Lanark, celebrated as among the 
favourite retreats of Sir William Wallace. 

See Appendix, Note M. 

* MS, — For brief the intercourse, I ween, 

Such uncongenial souls between ; 

Well may you think gtem Risingham 
Held, "Wilfrid trivial, poor, and tame; 


lay,-. , 

And, skirting high the valley’s ridge, 

They cross’d by Greta’s ancient bridge 
Descending where her waters wind 
Free for a space and unconrined, 

As, ’scaped from Brignall’s dark-wood glen, 
She seeks wild Mortham’s deeper den. 
There, as his eye glanced o’er the mound, 
Raised by that Legion® long renown’d, 
Whose votive shrine asserts their claim. 

Of pious, faithful, conquering fame. 

Stern sous of war !” sad Wilfrid sigh’d, 

" Behold the boast of Roman pride I 
What now of ail your toils are known ? 

A grassy trench, a broken stone I” — 

This to himself ; for moral strain 
To Bertram were address’d in vain. 

VI. 

Of different mood, a deeper sigh 
Awoke, when Eokeby’s turrets liigh'^ 

Were northward in the dawning seen 
To rear them o’er the thicket green. 

0 then, though Spenser’s self had stray’d 
Beside him through the lovely glade, 
Lending his rich luxuriant glow 
Of fancy, all its charms to show, 

Pointing the stream rejoicing free, 

As captive set at liberty, 

Flashing her sparkling waves abroad,® 

And clamouring joyful on her road; 
Pointing where, up the sunny banks, 

The trees retire in scatter’d ranks, 

Save where, advanced before the rest, 

On knoll or hillock rears his crest, 

Lonely and huge, the giant Oak, 

As champions, when their band is broke. 
Stand forth to guard the rearward post, 

The bulwark of the scatter’d host — 

All this, and more, might Spenser say, 

Yet waste in vain his magic lay, 

WhOe Wilfrid eyed the distant tower, 
Whose lattice lights Matilda’s bower. 

YIl. 

The open vale is soon passed o’er, 

Rokeby, though nigh, is seen no more 


And nought of mutual interest lay 
To bind the comrades of the way.’* 

® See Appendix, Note N. 

V See Appendix, Note 0. 

8 MS.— “ Flashing to heaven her sparkling spnay, 
And clamouring joyful on her way.” 

® MS.— And Rokeby’s tower is seen no more ; 
Sinking 'mid Greta’s thickets preen^ 

The journeyers seek another scene.” 
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Smlang mid Greta’s thickets deep, 

A wild and darker course they keep, 

A stem and lone, yet lovely road, 

As e’er the foot of Minstrel trode I ^ 

Broad shadows o’er their passage fell, 
Deeper and narrower grew the dell ; 

It seem’d some mountain, rent and riven, 

A channel for the stream had given, 

So high the cliffs of limestone grey 
Hung beetling o’er the torrent’s way. 
Yielding, along their rugged base,® 

A flinty footpath’s niggard space, 

Where he, who winds ’twixt rock and wave, 
May hear the headlong torrent rave, 

And like a steed in frantic fit, 

That flings the froth from curb and bit,® 
May view her chafe her waves to spray. 

O’er every rock that bars her way, 

Till foam-globes on her eddies ride, 

Thick as the schemes of human pride 
That down life’s current drive amain, 

As frail, as frothy, and as vain I 


Now from the stream the rocks recede, 

But leave between no sunny mead, 

No, nor tlie spot of pebbly sand, 

Oft found by such a mountain strand;® 

Forming such warm and dry retreat. 

As fancy deems the lonely seat, 

Where hermit, wandering from his ceil, 

His rosary might love to tell. 

But h*^re, ’twixt rock and river, grow 
A dismal grove of sahle yew, 7 
With whose sad tints were mingled seen 
The blighted fir’s sepulchral green. 

Seem’d that the trees their shadows cast, 

The earth that nourish’d them to blast ; 

For never knew that swartliy grove 
The verdant hue that fairies love ; 

Nor wilding green, nor woodland flo wer, 

Arose within its baleful bow’^er : 

The dank and sable earth receives 
Its only carpet from the leaves, 

That, from the withering branches east, 
Bestrew’d the ground with every blast. 

Though now the sun was o’er the hill, 

In this dark spot ’twas twilight still,® 

Save that on Greta’s farther side 
Some straggling beams through copsewood glide 
And wild and savage contrast made 
That dingle’s deep and funeral shade, 

With the bright tints of early day, 

Which, glimmering through the ivy spray. 

On the opposing summit lay. 


VIII. 

The cliffs that rear their haughty head 
High o’er the river’s darksome bed, 

Were now all naked, wild, and grey. 

Now waving all with greenw'’Ood spray ; 
Here trees to every crevice clung, 

And o’er the dell their branches hung ; 

And there, all splinter’d and uneveri, 

The shiver’d rocks ascend to heaven ; 

Oft, too, the ivy swath’d their breast,^ 

And wreathed its garland round their crest, 
Or from the spires bade loosely flare 
Its tendrils in the middle air. 

As pennons wont to wave of old 
O’er the high feast of Baron bold, 

When revell’d loud the feudal route, 

And the arch’d halls retuni’d their shout ; 
Such and more wild is Greta’s roar, 

And such the echoes from her shore. 

And so the ivied banners gleam,® 

Waved wildly o’er the brawling stream. 


The lated peasant shunn’d the dell ; 

For Superstition wont to tell 
Of many a grisly sound and sight, 

Scaring its path at dead of night. 

When Christmas logs blaze high and wide, 
Such wonders speed the festal tide ; 

While Curiosity and B’ear, 

Pleasure and Pain, sit crouching near, 

Till childhood’s cheek no longer glows, 
And village maidens lose the rose. 


a torrent’s strand ; 

Where in the warm ami dry retreat, 
May fancy form some hermit’s seat.’ 


t See Appendix, Note P. 

2 MS.—** Yielding their rugged base beside 

A I \path by Greta’s tide.” 

i mggnrd j ^ 

3 MS.—** That flings the/oani from curb and bit, 

■ I" tawny , 

•wrath, 


A darksome grove of funeral yew, 

Where trees a baleful shadow cast, 

The ground that nourish’d them to blast, 
Mingled with whose sad tints W'ere seen 
Tlie blighted fir s sepulchral green.” 


Chafing her waves to < whiten 
ispungy 

O’er every rock that bars her path, 

Till down her boiling eddies ride,” &c. 

TJie frequent ivi/ swathed their breast, 

And wreathed its tendrils round their crest, 
Or from their summit bade them fail, 

And tremble o’er the Greta’s brawl.” 

And so the ivy’s banners 

y Waved wildly trembling o’er the scene, 
t Waved loiM above the clamorous stream.” 


In this dark grove ’twas twilight still, 
Save that upon the rocks opposed 
Some straggling beams of mom reposed. 
And wild and .savage contrast made 
That bleak and dark funereal shade 
With the bright tints of early day. 
Which, straggling through the greenvoo 
Upon the rock’s wild siimmit lay.” 
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And can vassj, wove in eaTthly looma, 
No more to brave tlie stom presumes 
Then, ’mid the war of sea and sky, 
Top and top-gallant hoisted high, 

Full spread and crowded every sail. 
The Demon Frigate braves the gale f 
And well the doom’d spectators kaov^ 
The harbinger of wreck and woe# 


The thrilling interest rises higher,* 

The circle doses nigh and nigher, 

And shuddering glance is cast behind, 

As louder moans the wintry wind# 

Believe, that fitting scene vras laid 
For such wild tales in Mortham glade ; 

For who had seen, on Greta’s side, 

By that dim light fierce Bertram stride, 

In such a spot, at such an hour, — 

If touch’d by Superstition’s power, 

Might well have deem’d that Hell had given 
A murderer’s ghost to upper Heaven, 

While Wilfrid’s form had seem’d to glide 
like his pale victim by his side. 


Then, too, were told, in stifled tone, 
Marvels and omens all their own ; 

How, by some desert isle or key,^ 

Where Spaniards wrought their cruelty, 
Or where the savage pirate’s mood 
Eepaid it home in deeds of blood, 
Strange nightly sounds of woe and i Var 
Appall’d the listening Bucanicr, 

Whose light-arm’d shallop anchor’d I;fy 
In ambush by the lonely bay. 

The groan of grief, the shriek of pain, 
Bing from the moonlight groves of can'' ' 
The fierce adventurer’s heart they •, 
Who wearies memory for a prayer. 
Curses the road-stead, and with gale 
Of early morning lifts the sail, 

To give, in thirst of blood and prey, 

A legend for another bay. 


Nor think to village swains alone 
‘Are these unearthly terrors known ; 

For not to rank nor sex confined 
Is this vain ague of the mind : 

Hearts firm as steel, as marble hard, 
^Gainst faith, and love, and pity barr’d, 
Have quaked, like aspen leaves in May, 
Beneath its universal sway, 

Bertram had listed many a tale 
Of wonder in his native dale. 

That in his secret soul retain’d 
The credence they in childhood gain’d : 
Nor less his wild adventurous youth 
Believed in every legend’s truth ; 
lieara’d when, beneath the tropic gale, 
Full sw'eird the vessel’s steady sail, 

And the broad Indian moon her light 
Pour’d on the watch of middle night, 
W’'heu seamen love to hear and tell 
Of portent, prodigy, and spell: ^ 

What gales are sold on Lapland’s shore, ^ 
How whistle rash bids tempests roar,^ 

Of witch, of mermaid, and of sprite. 

Of Eriek’s cap and Elmo’s light ; ^ 

Or of that Phantom Ship, wiiose form 
Shoots like a meteor through the storm ; 
When the dark scud comes driving hard, 
And lower’d is every topsail-yard. 


XIII. 

Thus, as a man, a youth, a child, 
Train’ll in the mystic and the wild. 
With this on Bertram’s soul at times 
Bush’d a dark feeling of his crimes ; 
Such to his troubled soul their form, 
As the pale Death-ship to the storm, 
And such their omen dim and dread, 
As shrieks and voices of the dead, — 
That pang, whose transitoiy force ^ 
Hover’d ’twixt horror and remorse ; 
That pang, perchance, his bosom pres 
As Wilfrid sudden he address’d : — 
Wilfrid, this glen is never trodo 
Until the sun rides high abroad; 


1 MS. — “ The interest rises hiffh and higher.” gave them unto themcrcliaut.s; observing that rule, that when 

® The MS. has not the two following couplets- they unloosed the first, they should have a good gale of wind ; 

3 ** Also 1 shall shew very briefly what force conjurers and when the second, a stronger wind ; but when they untied the 
witches have in constraining the elements enchanted by them third, they should have such cruel tempests, that they shcaid 
or others, that they may exceed or fall short of their natural not be able to look out of the forocustio to avoid the roulvs, 
order: premising this, that the extream land of North Fin- nor move a foot to pull down the sails, nor stand at the helm 
land and Lapland was so taught witchcraft formerly in hea- to govern the ship ; and they made an unha]>py trial of tlir 
thenish times, as if they had learned this cursed art from truth of it who denied that there was any such power in those 
Zoroastres the Persian; th<mgh other inhabitants by the sea- knots/’—OLAUS Maonxts’s Jl/storif of tho (JoOis, .S'avf/tw, tmii 
coasts are reported to he bewitched with the same madne.ss ; Fandala. Lend. 16*58, fol. p. 47.~[i:jee Note to The 
fiir they exercise this devilish art, of all the arts of the world, Sale of Winds,” JfFaoerlct/ Nocols, vol. -v.viv, p* 13G.] 
to admiration ; and in this, or other such like mischief, they 

commonly agree. The Finlanders were wont formerly, ^ Appendix, Note Q. Ibid, Note K. 

amongst their other errors of gentillsme, to sell winds to mer- 6 Sce Appendix, Note S- 7 i bid, Note X 

chants that were stopt on their coawts by contrary weather ; 

and when they had their price, they knit three magical knots, 8 MS.— “ Its fell, though transitory force, 

aot like to the laws of Cassius, bound up with a thong, and they * Hovers, ’twixt pity and roinurse.” 






ROKEBY. 




Vot twice liave I belield to-day 
A Form, that seem’d to dog our way J 
Ihiwce from my glance it seem’d to fiee, 

And shroud itself by cliff or tree. 

How think’st thou I — Is our path way-laid ? 

Or hath thy sire ray trust betray’d I 

It so ” Ere, starting from his dream, 

Tiiat turn’d upon a gentler theme, 

Wilfrid had roused him to reply, 

Bertram sprung forward, shouting high, 

** Whatever thou art, thou now shalt stand !” — 
And forth he darted, sword in hand. 

- XIV. ■ ^ 

As bursts the levin in its wrath, ^ 

He shot him down the sounding path ; 

Rock, wood, and stream, rang wildly out, 

To his loud step and savage shout.- 
Seems that the object of his race 
Hath scaled the cliifs ; his frantic chase 
Sidelong he turns, and now ’tis bent 
Right up the rock’s tall battlement ; 

Straining each sinew to ascend, 

Foot, hand, and knee, their aid must lend. 
Wilfrid, all dizzy with dismay. 

Views from beneath, his dreadful way : 

Now to the oak’s warp’d roots he clings, 

Now trusts liis weight to ivy strings ; 

Now, like the wild-goat, must he dare 
An unsupported leap in air;® 

Hid in the shrubby rain-course now, 

You mark him by the crashing bough, 

And by his corslet’s sullen clank. 

And by the stones spurn’d from the bank, 

And by the hawk scared from her nest, 

And ravens croaking o’er their guest, 

Who deem his forfeit limbs shall pay 
The tribute of his bold essay. 

XV. 

See, he emerges ! — desperate now * 

All farther course — Yon beetling brow, 

In craggy nakedness sublime, 

What heart or foot shall dare to climb ? 

It bears no tendril for his clasp, 

Presents no angle to his grasp ; 


Sole stay his foot may rest upon, 

Is yon earth-bedded jetting stone. 

Balanced on such precarious prop,® 

He strains his grasp to reach the top. 

Just as the dangerous stretch he makes. 

By heaven, his faithless footstool shakiw I 
Beneath his tottering bulk it bends, 

It sways, ... it loosens, # , . it descends! 
And downward holds its headlong way. 
Crashing o’er rock and copsewood spray. 
Loud thunders shake the echoing dell ! — 
Fell it alone? — ^alone it fell. 

Just on the very verge of fate, 

The hardy Bertram’s laliing weight 
He trusted to his sinewy hands, 

And on the top imharm’d he stands I-—® 


XVII. 

’Twas sweetly sung that roundelay ; 

That summer morn shone blithe and gay; 
But morning beam, and \vild-bird"s call, 
Awaked not Mortbam's silent balL^ 

No porter, by the low-brow’d gate, 

Took in the wonted niche his seat; 


XVI. 

Wilfrid a safer pain pursued ; 

At intervals where, roughly hiwv’d. 
Rude steps ascending from the dell 
Render’d the clitfs accessible. 

By circuit slow he thus attain’d 
The height that Risingham had gain’d, 
And wlien he issued from the w’ood, 
Before the gate of Mortham stood.’' 
’Twas a fair scene ! the sunbeam lay 
On battled tow'er and portal grey : 

And from the grassy slope he sees 
The Greta flow to meet the Tees ; 
VTiere, issuing from her darksome bed, 
She caught the morning’s eastern red, 
And through the softening vale below 
Roll’d her bright weaves, in rosy glow, 
All blushing to her bridal bed,® 

Like some shy maid in, convent bred ; 
While linnet, lark, and blackbird gay, 
Sing forth her nuptial roundelay. 





1 MS.— As bursts the wrath.” 

2 MS.— “ To his J/drcc step and savage shout, 

Seems that the object of hisl 

vchase 

Had scaled the cliffs ; his desperate chase.” 
^ MS.— “ A desperate leap through empty air ; 

Hid in the copac-clad rain-course now.” 

* MS. — “■ See, ho emerges !— desperate now 
Toward the naked beetling brow, 

His progress— heart and foot must fail 
Yon upmost crag’s bare peak to scale.” 

^ M'S.™ “ Perch’d like an eagle on its top, 

Balaneed on its uncertain prop. 


Just as the perilous stretch he makes, 

Ey heaven, his tottering footstool shakos.” 

6 Opposite to this line, th.e MS. has this note, meant to 
amuse Mr. Bullantyno If my readers will not allow tliat 
1 have climbed Parnassus, they must grant that I have turned 
the Kittle Xine S'A’jp.v,”— [See note to iledgauntlet.— 

Novels, vol. XXXV, p. G.] 

7 See Appendix, Note U. 

0 MS.— “ As some fair maid in cloister bred. 

Is blushing to her bridal led,” 

9 " The beautiful pro.speet commanded by that eminence 
seen under the cheerful light of a summer’s morning, is finely 
contrasted with the silence and solitude of the place.”— Crlii- 
cal Review. 
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To tlie paved court no peasant drew ; 
Waked to their toil no menial crew ; 

The maiden’s carol was not heard. 

As to her morning task she fared: 

In the void offices around, 

Bung not a hoof, nor bay’d a hound ; 

Nor eager steed, with shrilling neigh, 
Accused the lagging groom's delay ; 
Untrimm’d, undress’d, neglected now. 
Was alley’d wallc and orchard bough ; 

Ail spoke the master’s absent care,^ 

All spoke neglect and disrepair. 

South of the gate, an arrow flight, 

Two mighty elms their limbs unite, 

As if a canopy to spread 

O’er the lone dwelling of the dead ; 

For their huge boughs in arches beat 
Above a massive monument, 

Carved o’er in ancient Gothic wise, 

With many a scutcheon and device : 
There, spent with toil and sunk in gloom, 
Bertram stood pondering by the tomb. 

XVIII. 

It vanish’d, like a flitting ghost! 

Behind this tomb,” he said, “ ’twas lost — 
This tomb, where oft I deem’d lies stored 
Of Mortham’s Indian wealth the hoard. 
Tis true, the aged servants said 
Here his lamented wife is laid 
But weightier reasons may he guess’d 
For their lord’s strict and stern behest, 
That none should on his steps intrude, 
Whene’er he sought this solitude,— 

An ancient mariner I knew, 

W’hat time I sail’d with Morgan’s crew, 
WTio oft, ’mid our carousals, spake 
Of Baleigh, Porbisher, and Drake ; 
Adventurous hearts ! w'ho barter’d, bold, 
Their English steel for Spanish gold. 
Trust not, would his experience say, 
Captain or comrade with your prey; 

But seek some chaniel, when, at full. 

The moon gilds skeleton and skull : 

There dig, and tomb your precious heap ; 
And bid the dead your treasure keep 
Sure stewards they, if fitting spell 
Their service to the task compel. 

Lacks there such charnel? — kill a slave,* 
Or prisoner, on the treasure-grave; 

And bid his discontented ghost 
Stalk nightly on Ms lonely post. — 


i MS,— All spoke the master absent far, 

* 1 ! fnealectandv . .. 

All spoke j ■ J- civil war. 

ithe voesofJ 

Close by the gate, an arch combined, 

Two haughty elms tlieir branches twined.” 
3 MS,— “ Here lies the partner of his bed ; 

But weightier reasons should appear 
Box all his moonlight wanderings here. 


Such was ids tale. Its truth, I ween, 

Is in my morning vision seon.’’ — 

XIX. 

Wilfrid, who scorn’d the legend wild^ 

In mingled mirth and pity smiled, 

Much marvelling that a bj'cast so hold 
In such fond tale belief should hold ; * 

But yet of Bertram sought to know 
The apparition’s form and show. — ■ 

The power witMn the guilty breast, 

Oft vanquish’d, never quite suppress’d, 

That unsubdued and lurking lies 
To take the felon by surprise, 

And force him, as by magic spell, 

In his despite his guilt to tell, — ® 

That power in Bertram’s breast awoke ; 

Scarce conscious he was heard, he spoke ; 

’Twas Mortliam’s form, from foot to head 1 
His morion, vrith the plume of red, 

His shape, his mien— ’twas ]\Iortluun, right 
As when I slew him in the fight.” — 

Thou slay him?‘-~thou?” — With conscious start 
He heard, then mann’d his haughty heart — 

I slew him? — I ! — I had forgot 
Thou, stripling, knew’st not of the plot. 

But it is spoken — nor will I 
Deed done, or spoken word, deny. 

I slew him ; 1 1 for thankless pride ; 

’Twas by this hand tliat.Morthani died f’ 

XX. 

Wilfrid, of gentle hand and heart, 

Averse to evei^ active part, 

But most averse to martial broil, 

From danger shrunk, and turn’d from toil ; 

Yet the meek lover of the lyre 
Nursed one brave spark of noble fire , 

Against injustice, fraud, or wrong, 

His blood beat liigh, his hand wax’d strong. 

Not his the nerves that could sustain. 

Unshaken, danger, toil, and pain ; 

But, when that spark blazed forth to flame, ^ 

He rose superior to his frame. 

And now it came, that generous mood : 

And, in full current of his blood. 

On Bertram he laid desperate hand, 

Placed firm Ms foot, and drew his brand. 

Should every fiend, to whom thour’t sold, 

Rise in thine aid, I keep my hold.— 

Arouse there, ho ! take spear and sword ! 

Attach the murderer of your Lord !” 


And for the sharp rebuke tliey got, 

That pried around his favourite spot.” 

8 See Appendix, Note V. 

MS.— “ Lacks there such charncl-vault?— a slave. 
Or prisoner, slaughter on the grave.” 

8 MS.—'* Should faith in such a fable hold.” 

6 See Appendix, Note W. 

7 MS.— “But, when biiiaed forth that uoble iUun«;. ' 
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XXI. 

A momentj fixM as by a spell, 

Stood Bertram — It seem’d miracle, 

That one so feeble, soft, and tame 
Set grasp on warlike Bisingliam.* 

But when he felt a feeble stroke,® 

The fiend within the rufBan woke! 

To wrench the sword from "Wilfrid’s hand, 
To dash him headlong on the sand, 

Was but one moment’s work, —one more 
Had drench’d the blade in Wilfrid’s gorej 
But, in the instant it arose. 

To end his life, his love, his woes, 

A warlike form, that mark’d the scene, 
Presents Ms rapier sheathed between, 
Parries the fast-descending blow, 

And steps ’twixt Wilfrid and his foe ; 

Nor then unscabbarded Ms brand, 

But, sternly pointing with his hand, 

W ith monarch’s voice forbade the fight, 
And motion’d Bertram from his sight. 

00, and repent, ”—he said, while time 
Is given thee; add not crime to crime.” 


Oft stopp’d, and oft on Mortham stared. 
And dark as rated mastiff glared ; 

But when the tramp of steeds w^as heard, 
Plunged in the glen, and disappear’d 
Nor longer there the Warrior stood. 
Retiring eastward through the w'ood 
But first to Wilfrid warning gives, 

Tell thou to none that Mortham lives.” 


XXIIL 

Still rang these w’ords in Wilfrid’s ear, 
Hinting he knew not what of fear ; 

When nearer came the coursers’ tread, 

And, with Ms father at their head, 

Of horsemen arm’d a gallant power 
Rein’d up their steeds before the wwer. 
Whence these pale looks, my son?” he said: 
Where’s Bertram ? — Why that nalced blade ^ 
Wilfrid ambiguously replied, 

(For Mortham’s charge Ms honour tied,) 
Bertram is gone — the villain’s word 
Avouch’d him murderer of Ms lord I 
Even now we fought — but, when your tread 
Announced you nigh, the felon fled.” 

In Wyclifie’s conscious eye appear 
A guilty hope, a guilty fear ; 

On his pale brow the dewdrop broke, 

And bis lip quiver’d as he spoke: — 


■ XXII. 

Mute, and uncertain, and amazed, 

As on a vision Bertram gazed ! 

’Twas Mortham’s bearing, bold and high,^ 
His sinewy frame, Ms falcon eye, 

His look and accent of command, 

The martial gesture of Ms hand, 

His stately form, spare-built and tall, 

His war-bleach’d locks — ’twas Mortham 


XXIT. 

A murderer !— Philip Mortham died 
Amid the battle’s wildest tide. 

Wilfrid, or Bertram raves, or you ! 

Yet, grant sucb strange confession true, 
Pursuit were vain — let him fly far — 
Justiee must sleep in civil war.” 

A gallant Youth rode near his side, 
Brave Rokeby’s page, in battle tried ; 
That mom, an embassy of weight 
He brought to Barnard’s castle gate. 
And follow’d now in Wycliffe’a train, 

An answer for Ms lord to gain. 

His steed, whose arch’d and sable neck 
An hundred wreaths of foam bedeck. 
Chafed not against the curb more high 
Than he at Oswald’s cold reply; 

He bit Ms lip, implored Ms saint, 

(His the old faith) — ^then burst restraint. 


Through Bertram’s dizzy brain career ■* 

A thousand thoughts, and all of fear ; 

His wavering faith received not quite 
The fomi he saw as Mortham’s sprite, 

But more he fear’d it, if it stood 
His lord, in living flesh and blood. — 

What speetm can the charnel send, 

So dreadful as an injured friend ? 

Then, too, the habit of command, 

Used by the leader of the band, 

When Risingham, for many a day, 

Had march’d and fought beneath Ms sway, 
Tamed Mm — ^and, with reverted face, 
Backwards he bore Ms sullen pace;-^ 


1 “ The sudden impression made on the mindof Wilffid by 
this avowal, is one of the happiest touches of moral poetry. 
The effect which the unexpected burst of indignation and 
valour produces on Bertram, is as finely imagined.*’— CriffcaZ 
JSciv'eio.— “ This most animating scene is a ’w,>rthy companion 
to the rencounter of Fitz- James and Roderick Dhu, in the 
Lady of the Lake.” — MonOd^ 


’Twas Mortham’a spare and siue\vy frame, 
Hb falcon eye, his glance of flame.” 

A thousand thoughts, and all of fear, 
Dizzied his brain in wild career ; 

Doubting, and not receiving quite, 

The form he saw as Mortliam’s sprits, 

Still more he fear’d it, if it stood 
His living lord, in flesh and blood.” 

Slow he retreats with sullen pace.” 
Retiring through the thickest wood.” 
Rein’d up their steeds by Mortham tower.* 


3 MS.— “ At length, at slight and feeble stroke, 
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With them was Wilfrid, stung; wiiii irc. 

And envying Kcdm end’s martial fire/' 

And emulous of fame.— But where 
Is Oswald, noble Mortham’s heir ? 

He, bound by honour, law, and faith, 
Avenger of his kinsman’s death? — 

Leaning against the elmin tree, 

W^th drooping head and slacken’d knee. 

And clenched teeth, and close-clasp’d hands, 
In agony of soul he stands ! 

His downcast eye on earth is bent, 

His soul to every sound is lent ; 

For in each shout that cleaves the air. 

May ring discovery and despair.® 


XXT. 

“ Yess ! I beheld bis bloody fall,* 

By that base traitor’s dastard hall, 

Just when I thought to measure sword, 
Presumptuous hope I with Mortham’s lord. 
And shall the murderer ’scape, who slew 
His leader, generous, brave, and true ? ® 
Escape, while on the dew you trace 
The marks of his gigantic pace? 

No I ere the sun that dew shall dry,® 

False Risingham shall yield or die. — 

Ring out the castle Tarum hell I 
Arouse the peasants with the knell ! 
Meantime disperse — ride, gallants, ride ! 
Beset the wood on every side. 

But if among you one there be, 

That honours Mortham’s memory, 

Let him dismount and follow mo ! 

Else on your crests sit fear and shame. 

And foul suspicion dog your name !” 


XXVIII. 

What ’vail’d it him, that brightly play’d 
The morning sun on Movtbam’s glade? 
All seems in giddy I’ound to ride, 

Like objects on a stormy tide, 

Seen ecld.>diig by the moonlight dim, 
Imperfectly to sink and swim. 

What ’vail’d it, that the fair domain, 

Its battled mansion, hill, and plain, 

On which the sun so brightly shone. 
Envied so long, was now his own ? ^ 

The lowest dungeon, in that hour, 

Of Brackenbury’s dismal tower,® 

Had been his choice, could such a doom 
Have open’d Mortham’s bloody tomb I 
Forced, too, to turn unwilling car 
To each surmise of hope or fear, 
Murmur’d among the rustics round, 

Who gather’d at the ’larum sound ; 

He dared not turn his head away, 

E’en to look up to heaven to pray, 

Or call on hell, in bitter mood, 

For one sharp death-shot from the wood ! 


XXYI. 

Instant to earth young Redmond spmng; 
Instant on earth the harness rung 
Of twenty men of Wycliffe’s band, 

Who waited not their lord’s command. 
Redmond his spurs from buskins drew, 

His mantle from his shoulders threw, 

His pistols in his belt he placed, 

The green-wood gain’d, the footsteps traced, 
Shouted like huntsman to Ins hounds, 

To cover, hark I ’’—and in he bounds. 
Scarce heard was Oswald’s anxious cry. 
Suspicion I ye&--pursue him— fly— 

But venture not, in useless strife. 

On ruffian desperate of his life, 

Whoever finds lum, shoot him dead!* 

Five hundred nobles for his head ! ” 


XXIX. 

At length, o’erpast that dreadful space, 
Back straggling came the scatter’d chase 
Jaded and weary, horse and man, 
Return’d the troopers, one by one. 


XXVII. 

The horsemen gallop’d, to make good 
Each path that issued from the wood. 
Loud from the thickets rung the shout 
Of Redmond and his eager route ; 


1 MS.— Yes ! I belield MmfoiiUy slain^ leave it, however, to you, only saying, that I never shun com- 

By that base traitor of his train." mon words when they are to the purpose. As to your criti- 

2 MS.— “ A knight, so generous, brave and true.” cisms, I cannot but attend to them, because they touch pas- 

3 MS. “that dew shMl drain, »ngcs with which I am myself diacontented.-W. S.” 

False Risingham shall be kill’d or ta’en.” ® US.—** Jealous < 2 /* Redmond’s mile fire.” 

* MS.— To the Printer,— ** On the disputed line, it may ® ** Opposed to this animated picture of ardent courage and 
itaudthus,— ingenuous youth, that of a guilty conscience, which mnne- 

‘ Whoever finds him, strike him dead j* diately follows, is indescribably terrible, and calculated to 

Or, — achieve the highest and noblest purposes of dramatic fiction.” 

* Who first shall find him, strike him dead.’ —Critical Review. 

But I think the addition of felon, or any such word, will im- ^ ** "-^he contrast of the beautiful morning, and the prospect 
pair the strength of the passage. Oswald is too anxious to of the rich domain of Mortham, which Oswald was come to 
use epithets, and is hallooing after the men, by this time enter- seize, with the dark remorse and misery of his mind, is po wer- 
ingthewood. The simpler the line the better. Inmyhumble frlly represented; [NondoinusetfundusV- &icMQ.)—2lQnihly 
opinion, shoot him dead, was much better than any other. It ^view. 
implies, Do mi evm approach him ; kill him at a distance, I 8 See Appendix, Note X, 










ROKEBY. 


Wilfridj the last, arrived to say. 

All trace was lost «f Bertram's way. 

Though Redmond still, up Brignal wood,’ 
The hopeless quest in vain pursued. — 

O, fatal doom of human race I 
What tyrant passions passions chase I 
Remorse from Oswald’s brow is gone, 
Avarice and pride resume their throne ; ® 

The pang of instant terror by, 

They dictate us their slave’s reply : — ^ 

XXX. 

Ay— let him range like hasty hound 1 
And if the grim wolfs lair be found. 

Small is my care how goes the game 
With Redmond, or with Risingham.- — 

Nay, answer not, thou simple boy I 
Thy fair Matilda, all so coy 
To thee, is of another mood 
To that bold youth of Erin’s blood. 

Thy ditties will she freely praise, 

And pay thy pains with courtly phrase ; 

In a rough path will oft command — 

Accept at least— thy friendly hand ; 

His she avoids, or, urged and pray’d, 
Unwilling takes Ms proffer’d aid, 

WMle conscious passion plainly speaks 
In downcast look and biusMng cheeks. 
Whene’er he sings, will she glide nigh, 

And all her soul is in her eye ; 

Yet doubts she still to tender free 
The wonted words of courtesy. 

These are strong signs ! — yet wherefore 
sigh, 

And wipe, effeminate, thine eye ? 

TMne shall she be, if thou attend 
The counsels of thy sire and friend. 

XXXI, 

" Scarce wert thou gone, when peep of light ® 
Brought genuine news of Marston’s fight. 
Brave Cromwell turn’d the doubtful tide, 
And conquest bless’d the rightful side ; 

Three thousand cavaliers lie dead, 

Rupert and that hold Marquis fied ; 

Nobles and knights, so proud of late, 

Must fine for freedom and estate. 

Of these, committed to my charge, 

Is Rokeby, prisoner at large; 

Redmond, his page, arrived to say 
He reaches Barnard’s towers to-day. 


I MS.--**Tliougli Redmond still, as unsubdued.” 
a The MS. adds;— 

“ Of Morthani’s treasure now he dreams, 
Now nurses more ambitious schemes.” 

s MS.— ‘‘ This Redmond brought, at peep of light, 
The news of Marston’s happy fight.” 

* See Appendix, Note Y. 


Right heavy shall his ransom be, 

Unless that maid compound with thee 
Go to her now — be bold of cheer, 

While her soul floats ’twist hope and fear; 
It is the very change of tide, 

When best the female heart is tried — 
Pride, prejudice, and modesty, 

Are in the current swept to sea 
And the bold swmn, who plies his oar. 

May lightly row his bark to shore,” 




CANTO THIRD. 


The hunting tribes of air and earth 
Respect the brethren of their birth ;® 
Nature, who loves the claim of kind, 
Less cruel chase to each assign’d. 

The falcon, poised on soaring wing, 
Watches the wild-duck by the spring ; 
The slow-bound wakes the fox’s lair ; 
The greyhound presses on the hare ; 
The eagle pounces on the lamb ; 

The wolf devours the fleecy dam : 
Even tiger fell, and sullen bear, 

Their likeness and their lineage spare, 
Man, only, mars kind Nature’s plan, 
And turns the fierce pursuit on man ; 
Plying war’s desultory trade, 
Incursion, flight, and ambuscade,^ 
Since Nimrod, Cush’s mighty son, 

At first the bloody game begun. 


The Indian, prowling for his prey, 

Who hears the settlers track his way. 

And knows in distant forest far 
Camp his red brethren of the war ; 

He, when each double and disguise 
To baffle the pursuit he tries. 

Low croueMng now Ms head to hide, 

Where swampy streams through rushes glide,^ 
Now covering with the wither’d leaves 
The foot-prints that the dew receives:® 


® MS.— “ In the warm ebb arc swept to sea.” 

6 M S.— The I \ tribes of earth and air» 

'• meaner * 

In the wild chase their kindred iqpare." 

The second couplet interpolated. 

7 MS.—** Invasion, flight, and ambuscade.” 

8 MS.— ** Where the slow waves through ru'meF glide.” 

9 Seo Appendix, Note Z, 






SCOTPS POETICAL WORKS. 


He, sldlFd in every silvan guile, 

Knows not, nor tries, such various wile. 

As Risingham, when on the wind 
.Arose the loud pursuit behind. 

In Redesdale his youth had heard 
Each art her wily dalesmen dared, 

When Rooken-edge, and Redsw-air high, 

To bugle rung and hlood-liound^s cry,‘ 
Announcing Jedwood-axe and spear. 

And Lid’sdale riders in the rear; 

And well his venturous life had proved 
The lessons that his childhood loved. 

III. 

Oft had he shown, in climes afar, 

Each attribute of roving war ; 

The sharpen’d ear, the piercing eye, 

The quick resolve in danger nigh ; 

The speed, that in the flight or chase, 
Outstripp’d the Charib’s rapid race ; 

The steady brain, the sinewy limb, 

To leap, to climb, to dive, to swim ; 

The iron frame, inured to bear 
Each dire inclemency of air. 

Nor less confirm’d to undergo 
Fatigue’s faint chill, and famine’s throe. 

These arts he proved, his life to save, 

In peril oft by land and wave, 

On Arawraca’s desert shore, 

Or where La Plata’s billows roar. 

When oft the sons of vengeful Spain 
Track’d the marauder’s steps in vain. 

These arts, in Indian warfare tried. 

Must save him now by Greta’s side. 

IV. 

’Twas then, in hour of utmost need. 

He proved his courage, art, and speed. 

Now slow he stalk’d with stealthy pace, 

Now started forth in rapid race. 

Oft doubling back in mazy train, 

To blind the trace the dews retain 
Now clombe the rocks projecting liigh, 

To baffle the pursuer’s eye ; 

Now sought the stream, wdiose brawling sound 
The echo of his footsteps drowm’d. 

But if the forest verge he nears, 

There trample steeds, and glimmer spears ; 

If deeper down the copse he drew, 

He heard the rangers’ loud halloo, 

Beating each cover while they came, 

As if to start the silvan game. 


1 See Appendix, Note 2 A. 

® MS.-— Where traces in the dew remain.” 

» MS.— ** And oft his soul within him rose. 
Prompting to rush upon his foes, 

And oft, like tiger toil-beset, 

That in each pass finds foe and net,’* &c. 

* la the MS. the stanza concludes thus 


’Twas then— -like tiger close beset® 

At every pass with toil and net^ 

’Counter’d, where’er he turns his glare. 

By clasliing arms and torches’ flare, 

Who meditates, with furious bound, 

To burst on hunter, horse, and hound,—* 
’Twas then that Bertram’s soul arose. 
Prompting to rush upon his foes : 

But as that crouching tiger, cow’d 
By brandish’d steel and shouting crowd, 
Retreats beneath the jungle’s shroud, 

Bertram suspends his purpose stern. 

And couches in the brake and fern, 

Hiding his face, lest foemen spy 
The sparkle of his swarthy eye.® 

V. 

Then Bertram might the bearing trace 
Of the bold youth who led the chase ; 

Who paused to list for every sound, 

Climb every height to look around, 

Then rushing on with naked sword, 

Each dingle’s bosky depths explored. 

’Twas Redmond— by the azure eye ; 

’Twas Redmond— by the locks that fly 
Disorder’d from his glowing cheek ; 

Mien, face, and form, young Redmond 
A form more active, light, and strong, 

Ne’er shot the ranks of war along ; 

The modest, yet the manly mien, 

Might grace the court of maiden queen ; 

A face more fair you well might find,® 

For Redmond’s knew the sun and wind, 

Nor boasted, from their tinge when free, 

The charm of regularity ; 

But every feature had the power 
To aid the expression of the hour : 

Whether gay wit, and humour sly, 

Danced laughing in his light-blue eye ; 

Or bended brow, and glance of fire, 

And kindling cheek, spoke Erin’s ire ; 

Or soft and sadden’d glances show 
Her ready sympathy with woe ; 

Or in that wayward mood of mind, 

When various feelings are combined, 

When joy and sorrow mingle near. 

And hope’s bright wings are check’d by 
fear, 

And rising doubts keep transport down, 

And anger lends a short-lived frown ; 

In that strange mood which maids approve 
Even when they dare not call it love ; 


” Suspending yet his puTjiose stern, 

He couch’d him in the brake and fern ; 

Pliding his face, lest foemen spy 
The sparkle of his swarthy eye.” 

5 See Appendix, Note 2 B. 

0 These six couplets were often quoted by the late Lord 
Kinnedder as giving, in his opinion, an excellent portrait of 
the author liimselfi— Kn, 





ROKEBY. 


W ith every change his features play’d. 
As aspens show the light and shade. ^ 


He stands in Scargill wood alone, 

Nor hears he now a harsher tone 
Than the hoarse cushat’s plaintive cry, 
Or Greta’s sound that murmurs by ; 
And on the dale, so lone and wild, 

The summer sun in quiet smiledL 


Well Risingham young Redmond knew : 
And much he marvelFd that the crew, 
Roused to revenge bold Mortham dead, 
Were by that Mortliam’s foeman led ; 

For never felt his soul the woe. 

That wails a generous foeman low, 

Far less that sense of justice strong, 

That wreaks a generous foeman’s wrong. 
But small his leisure now to pause ; 
Redmond is first, whate’er the cause : ^ 
And twice that Redmond came so near 
"V^liere Bertram couch’d like hunted deer, 
The very boughs his steps displace, 
Rustled against the ruffian’s face, 

Who, desperate, twice prepared to start, 
And plunge his dagger in his heart I 
But Redmond turn’d a difterent way, 

And the bent boughs resumed their sway, 
And Bertram held it wise, unseen. 

Deeper to plunge in coppice green. 

Thus, circled in his coil, the snake, 

When roving hunters beat the brake, 
Watches with red and glistening eye, 
Prepared, if heedless step draw nigh, 

With forked tongue and venom’d fang 
Instant to dart the deadly pang ; 

But if the intruders turn aside, 

Away his coils unfolded glide, 

And through the deep savannah wand, 
Some undisturb’d retreat to find. 


VIII. 

He listen’d long with anxious heart, 

Ear bent to hear, and foot to start,® 

And, while his stretch’d attention glows, 
Refused his weary frame repose. 

’Twas silence all — he laid him down, 

Where purple heath profusely strown. 

And throatwort, with its azure bell,'*' 

And moss and thyme his cushion swell. 
There, spent with toil, he listless eyed 
The eourae of Greta’s playful tide ; 

Beneath, her banks now eddying dun, 

Now brightly gleaming to the sun, 

As, dancing over rock and stone, 

In yellow light her currents shone. 

Matching in hue the favourite gem 
Of Albin’s mountain-diadem. 

Then, tired to w’-atch the current’s play. 

He turn’d his weary eyes a'way, 

To where the bank opposing sliow’d 

Its huge, square cliffs through shaggy wood.* 

One, prominent above the rest, 

Rear’d to the sun its pale grey breast; 
Around its broken summit grew 
The hazel rude, and sable yew ; 

A thousand varied lichens dyed 
Its waste and weather-beaten side, 

And round its rugged basis lay, 

By time or thunder rent away, 

Fragments, that, from its frontlet torn, 

Were mantled now by verdant thorn. 

Such was the scene’s wild majesty, 

That fill’d stem Bertram’s gazing eye.® 


But Bertram, as he backward drew, 
And heard the loud pursuit renew, 

And Redmond’s hollo on the wind. 

Oft mutter’d in his savage mind-— • 
Redmond O’Neale I were thou and I 
Alone this day’s event to try, 

With not a second here to see, 

But the grey cliflf and oaken tree,' — 
That voice of thine, that shouts so loud, 
Should ne’er repeat its summons proud I 
No I nor e’er try its melting power 
Again in maiden’s summer bower.” 
Eluded, now behind him die, 

Faint and more faint, each hostile cry ; 


In sullen mood he lay reclined, 
RevoWng, in his stormy mind, 

The felon deed, the finiltless guilt, 

His patron’s blood by treason spilt ; 

A crime, it seem’d, so dire and dread. 
That it had power to wake the dead^ 
Then, pondering on his life betray’d ^ 
By Oswald’s art to Redmond’s blade, 


1 In the MS. this image comes after the line to aid the 
eispres&ion of the hour,” and the couplet stands : 

“ And like a flexile aspen play’d 
Alternately in light and shade.” 

2 The chase he heads, whate’er the cause.” 

„3 MS. — and limhs to start. 

And, while his stretch’d attention glows, 

Scarce felt his weary frame repose.” 

♦ Tlifi Cmn]f)aniila Lati/dia^ grand throatwort, or Canter' 


hury bells, grows in profusion upon the heautiful hanks of t!;c 
river Greta, where it divides the manors of Biignall and ticar 
gill, about three miles above Greta Bridge, 

5 MS. *'’show’d, 

With many a rocky fragment nide, 

Its old grey cliffs and shaggy wood.” 

6 Tire MS. adds : 

“ y et as he gazed, he fail’d to find 
According image touch his mind.” 

7 MS.—” Then thought he on his life betray'd.” 



SCOTPS POETICAL WORTHS 


Yetj dubious still, opposed lie stood 
To him that issued from the wood : 

« Guy Denzil I-^-is it thou?'' he said ; 

« Do we two meet in Scargill shade !«— 

Stand back a space !— thy purpose show, 
Whether thou eomest as friend or foe. 

Report hath said, that Denzil's name 
From Eokeby's band was razed with shame.” — 
A shame I owe that hot O’Neale, 

Who told his knight, in peevish zeal, 

Of my marauding on the clowns 
Of Calverley and Bradford downs.® 

I reck not. In a war to strive, 

Where, save the leaders, none can thrive. 

Suits ill my mood ; and better game 
Awaits us both, if thou’rt the same 
Unscrupulous, bold Risingliam,® 

Who watched wdth me in midnight dark, 

To snatch a deer from Rokeby-park. 

How think'st thou?” — " Speak thy purpo.^c 


In treacherous purpose to withhold, 

So seem'd it, Mortham’s promised gold, 

A deep and full revenge he vow'd 
On Redmond, forward, fierce, and proud ; 
Rex’-enge on Wilfrid — on his sire 
Redoubled vengeance, swift and dire 1 — 
If, in such mood, (as legends say, 

And well believed that simple day,) 

The Enemy of Man has power 
To profit by the evil hour, 

Here stood a wretch, prepared to change 
His soul's redemption for revenge P 
But though his vows, with such a fire 
Of earnest and intense desire 
For vengeance dark and fell, were made,® 
As well might reach hell's lowest shade, 
No deeper clouds the grove embrown’d, 
No nether thunders shook the ground 
The demon knew his vassal’s heart. 

And spared temptation’s needless art.® 


I love not mystery or doubt. 


Oft, mingled with the direful theme. 

Came Mortham’s form — Was it a dream? 
Or had he seen, in vision true. 

That very Mortham whom he slew? 

Or had in living fiesh appear’d 
The only man on earth he fear’d? — 

To try the mystic cause intent, 

His eyes, that on the cliff were bent, 
’Counter’d at once a dazzling glance, 

Like sunbeam flash’d from sword or lance. 
At once he started as for fight, 

But not a foeman was in sight 
He heard the cushat’s murmur hoarse, 

He heard the river's sounding course ; 

The solitary woodlands lay, 

As slumbering in the summer ray. 

He gazed, like lion roused, around, 

Then sunk again upon the ground. 

’Twas but, he thought, some fitful beam, 
Glanced sudden from the sparkling stream 
Then plunged him from his gloomy train 
Of ill-connected thoughts again, 

Until a voice behind him cried, 

Bertram I well met on Greta side.” 


XII. 

" Then, list. — Not far there lurk a crew 
Of trusty comrades, stanch and true, 

Glean’d from both factions — Roundheads, freed 
From cant of sermon and of creed ; 

And Cavaliers, whose souls, like mine, 

Spurn at the bonds of discipline. 

Wiser, we judge, by dale and wold, 

A warfare of our own to hold, 

Than breathe our last on battle-down, 

For cloak or surplice, mace or crown. 

Our schemes are laid, our purpose set, 

A chief and leader lack we yet. — 

Thou art a wanderer, it is said ; 

For Mortham’s death, thy stops way-laid,? 

Thy head at price — so say our spies, 

Who range the valley in disguise. 

Join then with us: — though wild debate 
And wrangling rend our infant state, 

Each to an equal loth to bow, 

Will yield to chief renown’d as thou.” — 


XIH. 

Even now,” thought Bertram, passion-stirr’d. 
" I call’d on hell, and hell has heard 
What lack I, vengeance to command, 

But of stanch comrades such a band?® 


Instant his sword was in his hand. 
As instant sunk the ready brand ; 


' See Appendix, Note 2 C, 

® MS. — “ For deep and dark revenge were made 
As well might titaJce hell’s lowest shade.*' 
s ‘‘Bertram is now alone; the landscape around is truly 
grand, partially illuminated by the sun ; and we are reminded 
of the scene in The Bobbers, in which something of a similar 
contrast is exhibited between the beauties of external nature 
and the agitations of human passion. It is in such pictures 
that Mr. Scott delights and excels.*'-~JHmiMp JReviezo. One 
is surprised that the reviewer did not quote Milton rather 
than Schiller: 


— “ The fiend 

Saw undclighted all delight.”— Kn. 

^ MS. — ** Look’d round— no focmau was in sight." 

6 See Appendix, Note 2 D, 

® MS.— “ Unscrupulous, gallant Riyingham.” 

7 MS.— “ Thy head at price, thy steps way-laid." 

® “I hut half wish’d 

To see the devil, and he’s here already.* —O twav 
9 MS.— “ What lack I, my revenge to quench, 

But such a band of conjrades stanch?” 




ROKEBY. 


This Denzllj vow’d to every evil, 

Might read a lesson to the devil. 

Well, be it so ! each knave and fool 
Shall serve as my revenge’s tool.” — 

Aloud, “ I take thy proffer, Guy, 

But tell me where thy comrades lie?” — 

Not far from hence,” Guy Denzil said ; 
Descend, and cross the river’s bed. 

Where rises yonder cliff so grey.” — 

Do thou,” said Bertram, “ lead the way.” 
Then mutter’d, It is best make sure ; 

Guy Denzil’s faith was never pure.” 

He follow’d down the steep descent, 

Then through the Greta’s streams they w’ent 
And, when they reach’d the farther shore, 
They stood the lonely cliff before. 


And Blasphemy, to frenzy driven, 

With his own crimes reproacliing heaven 
While Bertram show’d, amid the crew, 
The Master-Fiend that Slilton drew. 


Hark! the loud revel w'akes again, 

To greet the leader of the train. 

Behold the group by the pale lamp, 

That struggles with the earthy damp. 

By wdiat strange features "Vice bath known, 
To single out aud mark her own ! 

Yet some there are, whose brows retain. 
Less deeply stamp’d her brand and stain. 
See yon pale stripling when a boy, 

A mother’s pride, a father’s joy ! 

Now, ’gainst the vault’s rude walls reclined, 
An early image fills liis mind : 

The cottage, once his sire’s, he sees, 
Embower’d upon the banks of Tees ; 

He views sweet Winston’s woodland scene, 
And shares the dance on Gainford-grecn. 

A tear is springing — but the zest 
Of some wild tale, or brutal jest, 

Hath to loud laughter stirr d the rest. 

On him they call, the aptest mate 
For jorial song and merry feat : 

Fast flies his dream — with dauntless air, 

As one victorious o’er Despair, 

He bids the ruddy cup go round, 

Till sense and sorrow' both are drown’d ; 
And soon, in merry w'assail, he,^ 

The life of all their revelry. 

Peals his loud song! — The muse has found 
Her blossoms on the wildest ground, 

’Mid noxious weeds at random strew^’d. 
Themselves all profitless and rude. — 

With desperate merriment he sung, 

The cavern to the chorus rung; 

Yet mingled with his reckless glee 
Remorse’s bitter agony. 


XIY. 

With wonder Bertram heard within 
The flinty rock a murmur’d din ; 

But when Guy pull’d the wilding spray, 
Aud brambles, from its base away, ^ 

He saw, appearing to the air, 

A little entrance, low and square, 

Like opening cell of hermit lone, 

Dark, winding through the living stone. 
Here enter'd Denzil, Bertram here ; 

And loud and louder on their ear, 

As from the bowels of the earth, 

Resounded shouts of boisterous mirth. 

Of old, the cavern strait and rude, 

In slaty rock the peasant hew’d ; 

And Brignall’s w^oods, and Scargill’s, w’ave, 
E'en nowq o’er many a sister cave,^ 

Where, far within the darksome rift, 

The w^edge and lever ply their thrift. 

But war had silenced rural trade, 

And the deserted mine was made 
The banquet-hall aud fortress too. 

Of Denzil and his desperate crew'.— 

There Guilt Ids anxious revel kept ; 

There, on his sordid pallet, slept 
Guilt-born Excess, the goblet drain’d 
Still in his slumbering grasp retain’d ; 
Regret was there, his eye still cast 
With vain repining on the past ; 

Among the feasters waited near 
Sorrow, and unrepentant Fear, 


XTI. 

O, Brignall banks are w'ild and fair, 
And Greta -woods are green, 

And you may gather garlands there. 
Would grace a summer queen. 


ble group, is distinguished the exquisitely Batumi and late 
rcstingportraitwhichfollovrs:— 

« See yon pale stripling J* &c.” 

Critkai Review. ■ 

< And soon the loudest -wassailer he, 

And life of all their revelry.” 

fi Scott revisited Rokehy in 1312, for the pur^Mse of re- 
freshing Ms memory; and Mr. Morvitt says, — “ I had, or 
course, had many previous opportunities of testing the almost 
conscientious fidelity of his local descriptions ; but I could not 
help being singularly struck -^vith the lights which this yiait 
threw on that characteristic of his compositioim. The morn* 


1 MS.— But when Guy Denzil pull’d the spray. 

And brambles, from its roots away. 

He saw, forth issuing to the air." 

2 Sec Appendix, Note 2 E, 

3 « We should here have concluded our remarks on the 
characters of the drama, had not one of its subordinate per- 
soruigcs been touched with a force of imagination, which 
renders it -worthy even of prominent regard and attention. 
Tiie poet has just presented us with the picture of a gang of 
banditti, on which he has besto-wed some of the most gloomy 
colouring of his po-werful pencil. In the midst of this horri- 



SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS 


CHORUS. 

“ And, 0 ! though Brignall banks be fair, 
And Greta woods be gay, 

Yet mickle must the maiden dare. 

Would reign my Queen of May ! 


And as I rode by Dalton -hall, 

Beneath the turrets high, 

A Maiden on the castle wall 
Was singing merrily,— 

CHORUS. 

0, Brignall banks are fresh and fair, 
And Greta woods are green ; 

Fd rather rove with Edmund there, 
Than reign our English queen.” — 


XYIIL 

Maiden I a nameless life I lead, 

A nameless death Fll die! 

The fiend, whose lantern lights the mead,^ 
Were better mate than I! 

And when I’m with my comrades met,® 
Beneath the greenwood bough, 

What once we were we all forget. 

Nor think what we are now. 

CHORUS. 

Yet Brignall banks are fresh and fair, 
And Greta woods are green, 

And you may gather garlands there 
Would grace a summer queen.” 


If, Maiden, thou wouldst wend with me, 
To leave both tower and town, 

Thou first must guess what life lead "we, 
That dwell hy dale and down V 
And if thou canst that riddle read, 

As read full well you may, 

Then to the greenwood shalt thou speed. 
As blithe as Queen of May.” — 

CHORUS. 

Yet sung she Brignall banks are fair, 
And Greta woods are green ; 

I’d rather rove with Edmund there, 

Than reign our English queen. 


Wlien Edmund ceased his simple song. 
Was silence on the sullen throng, 

Till waked some ruder mate their glee 
With note of coarser minstrelsy. 

But, far apart, in dark divan, 

Denzil and Bertram many a plan, 

Of import foul and fierce, design’d, 

While still on Bertram’s grasping mind 
The wealth of murder’d Mortham hung; 
Though half he fear’d his daring tongue, 
When it should give his wishes birth,® 
Might raise a spectre from the earth \ 


XVIL 

" I read you, hy your bugle-horn, 

And by your palfrey good, 

I read you for a ranger sworn, 

To keep the king’s greenwood.”— 

" A Ranger, lady, winds his horn, 

And ’tis at peep of light ; 

His blast is heard at merry mom, 

And mine at dead of night.” — 
CHORUS. 

Yet sung she, Brignall banks are fair. 
And Greta woods are gay ; 

I w'ould I w’ere with Edmund there, 

To reign his Queen of May ! 


XIX. • 

At length his wondrous tale he told : 

When, scornful, smiled his comrade bold ; 
For, train’d in license of a court, 

Religion’s seif was Denzil’s sport ; 

Then judge in what contempt he held 
The visionary tales of eld ! 

His awe for Bertram scarce repress’d 
The unbeliever’s sneering jest. 

" ’Twere hard,” he said, for sage or seer/ 
To spell the subject of your fear ; 

Nor do I boast the art renown’d. 

Vision and omen to expound. 


With burnish’d brand and musketoon, 
So gallantly you come, 

I read you for a bold Dragoon, 

That lists the tuck of drum.” — 

I list no more the tuck of drum. 

No more the trumpet hear; 

But when the beetle sounds Ms hum. 
My comrades take the spear. 


jng after be arrived he said, ‘ You have often given, me mate- 
rials for romance— now I want a good robber’s cave and an 
old church of the right sort.’ We rode out, and he found 
what he wanted in the ancient slate quarries of Brignall and 
the ruined Abbey of Eglistou. I observed him noting down 
even the peculiar little wild flowers and herbs that accident- 
ally grew round and on the side of a bold crag near his in- 
tended cave of Guy Deuzil ; and could not help saying, that 
as he was not to be upon oath in his work, daisies, violets, and 
primroses would he as poetical as any of the humble plants he 
was examining. I laughed, in short, at his scrupulousness ; 
but I understood him when he replied, Hhat in nature herself 
no two scenes were exactly alike, and that whoever copied 
truly what was before his eyes, would possess the same vari- 
ety in his descriptions, and exhibit apparently an imagination 


as boundless as the range of nature in the scenes he recorded 
whereas— whoever trusted to imagination, would soon And hia 
own mind circumscribed, and contracted to a few favourite 
images.’’’-— o/AStY/ft, vol. iv. p. 19. 

1 MS.— “ The goblin-light on fen or mead.” 

2 MS.— And were I with my true love set 

Under the greenwood hough. 

What once I was she must forget. 

Nor think what lam now.” 

3 “ give the project birth.” 

* MS.—** * ’Twere hard, my friend,’ he said, * to spell 
The morning vision that you tell ; 

Nor am I seer, for art renown’d, 

Bark dreams and omens to expound. 

Yet, if my faith I must afford,’” etc. 




ROKEBY. 


Vet, faith if I must needs afford 
To spectre 'watching treasured hoard, 
As bandog keeps his master’s roof. 
Bidding the plunderer stand aloof. 
This doubt remains—thy goblin gaunt 
Hath chosen ill his ghostly haunt ; 
For why his guard on Mortham hold, 
When Rokeby castle hath the gold 
Thy patron won on Indian soil,^ 

By stealth, by piracy, and spoil?” — 


At this he paused~for angry shame 
Lower’d on the brow of Risinghara. 

He blush’d to think, that he should seem 
Assertor of an airy dream, 

And gave his wrath another theme. 

“ Denzil,” he says, though lowly laid, 

Wrong not the memory of the dead ; 

For, while he lived, at Mortham’s look 
Thy very soul, Guy Denzil, shook ! 

And when he tax’d tliy breach of word 
To yon fair Rose of Allenford, 

X saw thee crouch like chasten’d hound,- 
Whose back the huntsman’s lash hath found. 

Nor dare to call his foreign wealth 
The spoil of piracy or stealth ; 

He won it bravely with his brand. 

When Spain waged warfare with our land.^ 

Mark, too — I brook no idle jeer, 

Nor couple Bertram’s name with fear; 

Mine is but half the demon’s lot, 

For I believe, but tremble not. — 

Enough of this. — Say, why this hoard 
Thou deem’st at Rokeby castle stored ; 

Or think’st that Mortham would bestow 
His treasure with his faction’s foe?” 

■ XXI. ' 

Soon quench’d was Denzil’s ill-timed mirth;"* 
Rather he would have seen the earth 
Give to ten thousand spectres birth, 

Than venture to awake to flame 
The deadly wrath of Risingham. 

Subraiss he answer’d, — Mortham’s mind, 

Thou know’st, to joy was ill inclined. 

In youth, ’tis said, a gallant free, 

A lusty reveller was he ; 

But since return’d from over sea, 

A sullen and a silent mood 

Hath numb’d the current of his blood. 

Hence he refused each kindly cal! 

To Rokeby ’s hospitable hall, 

IMS. ^ hath his gold, 

The gold he won on Indian soil.” 

2 MS. — •“ like rated hound.” 3 See App. Note 2 F. 

4 MS.—— — • — — “ Denzil’a mood of mirth ; 

He would have rather seen the earth,” &:c. 

6 The MS. has not this couplet. 

“ There was a laughing devil in his sneer. 

That raised emotions both of rage and fear ; 


And our stout knight, at dawn of mom 
Who loved to hear the bugle-hom. 

Nor less, when eve his oaks embrown’d. 

To see the ruddy cup go round, 

Took umbrage that a friend so near 
Refused to share Ins chase and cheer ; 

Thus did the kindred barons jar, 

Ere they divided in the war. 

Yet, trust me, friend, Matilda fair 
Of Mortham’s wealth is destined heir.”— 

. XXH. 

Destined to her! to yon slight maid! * 

The prize my life had wellnigh paid, 

When ’gainst Laroche, by Cayo's wave, 

I fought my patron’s wealth to save I — ^ , 
Denzil, I knew him long, yet ne’er 
Knew him that joyous cavalier. 

Whom youthful friends and early fame 
Call’d soul of gallantry and game. 

A moody man, he sought our crew, 

Desperate and dark, whom no one knew ; 

And rose, as men with us must rise, 

By scorning life and all its ties. 

On each adventure rash he roved, 

As danger for itself he loved ; 

On his sad brow nor mirth nor wine 
Could e’er one w’rinkled knot nntwine ; 

111 was the omen if he smiled. 

For ’twas in peril stern and wild ; 

But when he laugh’d, each luckless mate 
Might hold our fortune desperate.® 

Foremost he fought in evei^ broil, 

Then scornful turned him from the spoil ; 

Nay, often strove to bar the way 
Between his comrades and their prey ; 
Preaching, even then, to such as we, 

Hot with our dear-bought victory, 

Of mercy and humanity. 

XXIII. 

I loved him •well — His fearless part, 

His gallant leading, won my heart. 

And after each rietorious flight, 

’Twas I that -wTangled for his right,” 

Redeem’d his portion of the prey 
That greedier mates had torn away : 

In field and storm thrice saved his life, 

And once amid our comrades’ strife. — ® 

Yes, I have loved thee I Well hath proved 
My toil, my danger, how I loved ! 

Yet will I mourn no more thy fate. 

Ingrate in life, in death ingrate. 

And ■where his frown of hatred darkly fell, 

Hope ■withering fled— and Jtercy sighM fare^well.” 

Byron’s vol. ix. p. 272 

7 MS. — And when f bloody tight was done, 

I -wrangled for the share he won. 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 (t^ 
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By Rokeby-hall she takes her lair, 

In Greta wood she harbours fair, 

And when my huntsman marks her way, 
What thinli’st thou, Bertram, of the prey 
Were Rokeby’s daughter in our power, 
We rate her ransom at her dower.” — 


Else if thou canst!” he look’d around, 
And sternly stamp’d upon the ground— 
« Rise, with thy bearing proud and high. 
Even as this mom it met mine eye, 

And give me, if thou darest, the lie !” 

He paused— then, calm and passion-freed 
Bade Denzil with his tale proceed. 


XXVI. 

« ’Tis well I— there’s vengeance in the thought 
Matilda is by Wilfrid sought; 

And hot-hrain’d Redmond, too, ’tis said, 

Pays lover’s homage to the maid, 

Bertram she scorn’d — If met by chance, 

She turn’d from me her shuddering glance, 
Like a nice dame, that wdll not brook 
On wdiat she hates and loathes to look ; 

She told to ]Mortham she could ne’er 
Behold me without secret fear, 

Foreboding evil She may rue 
To find her propbccy fall true ! — 

The war has weeded Rukeby’s train, 

Few followers in his halls remain ; 

If thy scheme miss, then, brief and bold, 

W'e are enow to storm the hold ; 

Bear off the plunder, and the dame, 

And leave the castle all in flame,” — 


XXIV. 

« Bertram, to thee I need not tell, 

VTiat thou hast cause to wot so well,^ 

How Superstition’s nets were twined 
Aroufld the Lord of Mortham’s mind I® 

But since he drove thee from his tower, 

A maid he found in Greta's bower, 

Whose speech, like David’s harp, had sway, 
To charm his evil fiend away. 

I know not if her features moved 
Remembrance of the wife he loved ; 

But he would gaze upon ber eye, 

Till his mood soften’d to a sigh. 

He, whom no living mortal sought 
To question of his secret thought, 

Now every thought and care confess’d 
To his fair niece’s faithful breast ; 

Nor was there aught of rich and rare, 

In earth, in ocean, or in air, 

But it must deck Matilda’s hair. 

Her love still bound him unto life 
But then aw^oke the civil strife, 

And menials bore, by his commands, 

Three coffers, with their iron bands. 

From Morthara’s vault, at midnight deep, 
To her lone how’er in Rokehy-Keep, 
Ponderous with gold and plate of pride"* 
His gift, if he in battle died.” — 


XXVIL 

‘‘ Still art thou Valour’s venturous son I 
Yet ponder first the risk to run: 

The menials of the castle, true, 

And stubborn to their charge, though few 
The wall to scale — the moat to cross — 

The wicket-grate — the inner fosse” 

Fool ! if we blench for toys like these, 

On what fair guerdon can we seize 
Our hardiest venture, to explore 
Some wretched peasant’s fenceless door, 

And the best prize we bear away, 

The earnings of his sordid day.” — 

A while thy hasty taunt forbear : 

In sight of road more sure and fair. 

Thou wouldst not choose, in blindfold wratti. 
Or wantonness, a desperate path ? 

List, then ; — for vantage or assault, 

From gilded vane to dungeon-vault, 

Each pass of Rokeby-house I know : 

There is one postern, dark and low, 

That issues at a secret spot,^^ 

By most neglected or forgot. 


XXV. 

Then Denzil, as I guess, lays train, 

These iron-banded chests to gain ; 

Else, wherefore should he hover liere,^ 
Where many a peril w\aits him near, . 

For all his feats of war and peace, 

For plunder’d boors, and harts of greese?® 
Since through the hamlets as he fared, 
What hearth has Guy’s marauding spared, 
Or where the chase that hath not rung 7 
With Denzil’s bow, at midnight strung 2 ”~ 
I hold my wont — my rangers go, 

Even now to track a milk-white doe.® 


thee, my friend, I need not tell, 
What thou hast cause to know so well.” 
Around thy captain’s moody mind.” 

But it must he Matilda’s share. 

This, too, still hound him unto life.” 
From a strong vault in Mortham tower, 
In secret to Matilda’s bower. 

Ponderous with ore and gems of pride.” 
‘ Then may I guess thou hast some train, 
These iron-handed chests to gain ; 

Else, why should Denzil hover here.” 


Deer in season. 

7 iis. ^ “ that doth not know 

The midnight clang of Denzil’s how. 

— I hold my sport,” &c. 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 H. 

9 MS.— “ Tire menials of the castio few, 

But stubborn to their charge, and true.’ 

MS.— “ Wliat prize of vantage shall we seize? 
n MS.—'* That issues level with the moai. 
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NoWj could a spia! of our train 
On fair pretext admittance gain, 

That sally-port might be unbarr’d : 
Then, vain were battlement and ward 


Some early love-shaft grazed his heart/ 
And oft the scar will ache and smart. 
Yet is he useful of the rest, 

By fits, the darling and the Jest, 

His harp, his story, and his lay. 

Oft aid the idle hours away 
When unemploy’d, each fiery mate 
Is ripe for mutinous delmte. 

He tuned his strings e’en now — again 
He wakes them, with a blither strain.” 


XXVIH. 

Now speak’st thou ■well :~-to me the same. 
If fcfrce or art shall urge the game ; 
Indifferent, if like fox I wind,^ 

Or spring like tiger on the hind. — 

But, hark ! our merry-men so gay 
Troll forth another roundelay.” — ^ 


■ XXX. 

■ ALLEN-A-DALE. 

Allen-a-Dale has no fagot for burning, 
Alien-a-Dale has no furrow for turning, 
Allen-a-Dale has no fleece for the spinning, 

Yet Ailen-a-Dale has red gold for the winning. 
Come, read me my riddle ! come, hearken my tale ! 
And tell me the craft of bold Allen-a-Daie. 


“ A wreary lot is thine, fair maid, 

A weary lot is tlune ! 

To pull the thorn thy brow to braid 
And press the rue for wine! 

A lightsome eye, a soldier’s mien,^^ 
A feather of the blue, 

A doublet of the Lineoln green, — 
No more of me you knew, 

, , ' My love I 
No more of me you knew. 


The Baron of Ravenswmrth® prances in pride, 
And he views his domains upon Arkindale side. 
The mere for his net, and the land for his game, 
The chase for the wild, and the park for the tame 
Yet the fish of the lake, and the deer of the vale, 
Are less free to Lord Dacre than Allen-a-Dale ! 


This mom is merry June, I trow, 
The rose is budding fain / 

But she shall bloom in winter snow, 
Ere we two meet again.” 

He turn’d liis charger as he spake, 
Upon the river shore,® 

He gave his bridle-reins a shake, 
Said, “ Adieu for evermore, 

My love ! 

And adieu for evermore.” — ® 


Allen-a-Dale w’as ne’er belted a knight, 

Though his spur be as sharp, and lus blade be as 
bright ; 

Allen-a-Dale is no baron or lord, 

Yet twenty tall yeomen^® will draw at his w’ord ; 
And the best of our nobles his bonnet will vail, 

Who at Rere-cross” on Stanmore meets AIlen-a-Dale. 


, ■ XXIX. 

What youth is this, your band among, 
The best for minstrelsy and song? 

In his wild notes seem aptly met 
A strain of pleasure and regret.”* — 
Edmond of Winston is his name ; 

The hamlet sounded with the fame 
Of early hopes his childhood gave, — 
Now center’d all in Brignall cave I 
I watch him well*— his wayward course 
Shows oft a tincture of remorse. 


AIIen-a-Dale to his wooing is come; 

The mother, she ask’d of his household and home : 

Though the castle of Richmond stand fair on the hili, 
My hall,” quoth bold Allen, shows gallanter still ; 
’Tis the blue vault of heaven, with its crescent so pale. 
And with all its bright spangles ! ” said Allen-a-Dale. 


Tlie father wras steel, and the mother was stone ; 
They lifted the latch, and they bade him he gone ; 
But loud, on the morrow, their wail and their cry ; 
He had laugh’d on the lass with his bonny black eye. 


5 MS.-“ Upon the ( 

e See Appendix, Note 31. 

7 MS. {“®2‘*‘f}hhhonn.” 

8 MS.— Oft helps the weary nigld away.*’ 

8 The ruins of Ravensworth Castle stand in the North Rid« 
ing of Yorkshire, about three miles from the town of aich- 
mond, and adjoining to the waste called the Forest of Arkiu- 
garth. It belonged originally to the powerful family of i-ita- 
Hugh, from whom it jiassed to the Lords Daere of the Soath 

m MS.— But a score of good fellows,” &c. 

ir See Appendix, Note 2 K. 


1 MS,—** I care not if a fox I wind.” 

2 jvis. — our mer,ry-men again 

Are frolicking in blithesome strain.” 

3 M.S.— ** A laughing eye, a dauntless mien.” 

4 MS. — To the Printer : — “ The abruptness as to the song is 
unavoidable. The music of the drinking party could only 
operate as a sudden interruption to Bertram’s conversation, 
how'ever naturally it might be introduced among the feasters, 
who were at some distance. 

“ Fain, in old English and Scotch, expresses, I think, a pro- 
pensity to give and receive pleasurable emotions, a sort of 
fondness which may, without harshness, I think, be applied to 
a rose in the act of blooming. You remember ‘ Jockey fow 
and Jenny fain.’— "W. S.” 





And she fled to the forest to hear a love-tale. 

And the youth it was told by was Allen-a-Dale 1 

XXXL 

Thou see’st that, whether sad or gay, 

Love mingles ever in his lay. 

But when his boyish wayward fit 
Is o’er, he hath address and wit ; 

O ! ’tis a brain of fire, can ape 
Each dialect, each various shape.”— 

‘‘ Nay, then, to aid thy project, Gruy — 

Soft ! who comes here?” — My trusty spy. 
Speak, Hamlin 1 hast thou lodged our deer?”— ^ 
I have— hut two fair stags are near. 

I watch’d her, as she slowly stray’d 
From Egliston up Thorsgill glade ; 

But Wilfrid Wyclilfe sought her side. 

And then young Redmond, in his pride, 

Shot down to meet them on their way : 

Much, as it seem'd, was theirs to say : 

There’s time to pitch both toil and net, 

Before their path be homeward set.” 

A hurried and a whisper’d speech 
Bid Bertram’s will to Denzil teach ; 

Who, turning to the robber band, 

Bade four, the bravest, take the brand. 




CANTO FOUBTH. 


I. 

When Denmark’s raven soar’d on liigh, 
Triumphant through Northumbrian sky, 
Till, hovering near, her fatal croak 
Bade Reged’s Britons dread the yoke,- 
And the broad shadow of her wing 
Blacken’d each cataract and spring. 

Where Tees in tumult leaves liis source, 
Thundering o’er Caldron and High-Porce ; ^ 
Beneath the shade the Northmen came. 
Fix’d on each vale a Runic name,^ 

Rear’d high their altar’s rugged stone, 

And gave their Gods the land they won. 
Then, Balder, one bleak garth was thine. 
And one sweet brooklet’s silver line. 

And Woden’s Croft did title gain 
From the stern Father of the Slain ; 

But to the Monarch of the Mace, 

That held in fight the foremost place, 


1 See Appendix, Note 2 L. 

« See Appendix, Note 2 M. 

® The Tees rises about the skirts of Crbssfell. and falls over 
thii cataracts named in the text before it leaves the moun- 


To Odin’s son, and Sifia’s spouse, 

Near Stratforth high they paid their vows, 
Remember’d Thor’s victorious fame. 

And gave the dell the Thunderer’s name. 


Yet Scald or Kemper err’d, I ween, 

WTio gave that soft and quiet scene, 

With all its varied light and shade, 

And every little sunny glade, 

And the blithe brook that strolls along 
Its pebbled bed with summer song, 

To the grim God of blood and scar, 

The grisly King of Northern War. 

O, better were its banks assign’d 

To spirits of a gentler kind I 

For where the thicket-groups receilc, 

And the rath primrose decks the mead,*''^ 
The velvet grass seems carpet meet 
For the light fairies’ lively feet. 

Yon tufted knoll, with daisies strown, 
Might make proud Oboron a throne. 
While, hidden in the thicket nigh, 

Puck should brood o’er his frolic sly ; 

And where profuse the wood-vetch clings 
Round ash and elm, in verdant rings, 

Its pale and azure-pencill’d flower 
Should canopy Titania’s bower. 

III. 

Here rise no clifis the vale to shade ; 

But, skirting every sunny glade, 

In fair variety of green 

The woodland lends its silvan screen. 

Hoary, yet haughty, frowns the oak. 

Its boughs by weight of ages broke ; 

And towers erect, in sable spire. 

The pine-tree scathed by lightning-fire ; 
The drooping ash and birch, between, 
Hang their fair tresses o'er the green, 

And all beneath, at random grow 
Each coppice dwarf of varied show, 

Oi*, round the stems profusely twined, 
Fling summer odours on the wind. 

Such varied group Urbino’s hand 
Round Him of Tai’sus nobly plann’d, 

What time he hade proud Athens own 
On Mars’s Mount the God Unknown ! 
Then grey Philosophy stood nigh. 

Though bent by ago, in spirit high : 

There rose the scar-seam’d veteran’s spear, 
There Grecian Beauty bent to hear, 

While Childhood at her foot was placed. 

Or clung delighted to her waist. 


tains wbich divide the North Riding from Cumberland. II 
Force is seventy-five feet in height. 

^ See Appendix, Note 2 N. 

6 MS.— “ Tho early primrose decks the mead, 

And the short velvet grass seems meet 
For the light fairies’ frolic feet." 
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IV. 

‘‘ And rest we here/’ Matilda said. 

And sat her in the varying shade. 

Chanee-met, we well may steal an hour, 
To friendship due, from fortune’s power. 
Thou, Wilfrid, ever land, must lend 
Thy counsel to thy sister-friend ; 

And, Redmond, thou, at my behest, 

No farther urge thy desperate ’quest. 

For to my care a charge is left, 

Dangerous to one of aid bereft ; 

Wellnigh an orphan, and alone. 

Captive her sire, her house o’erthrown.” 
Wilfrid, with wonted kindness graced, 
Beside her on the turf she placed ; 

Then paused, with downcast look and eye, 
Nor bade young Redmond seat him nigh. 
Her conscious diffidence he saw. 

Drew backward, as in modest awe, 

And sat a little space removed, 

Unmark’d to gaze on her he loved. 

■ 

Wreathed in its dark-brown rin^s, her hair 
Half hid Matilda’s forehead fair. 

Half hid and half reveard to view 
Her full dark eye of hazel hue. 

The rose, with faint and feeble streak, 

So slightly tinged the maiden’s cheek, 

That you had said her hue was pale ; ^ 

But if she faced the summer gale. 

Or spoke, or sung, or quicker moved, 

Or heard the praise of those she loved, 

Or when of interest w\as express’d ^ 

Aught that waked feeling in her breast, 
The mantling blood in ready play 
Rivall’d the blush of rising day. 

There w’’as a soft and pensive grace, 

A cast of thought upon her face, 

That suited well the forehead high, 

The eyelash dark, and downcast eye ; 

The mild expression spoke a mind 
In duty ffrm, composed, resign’d ; 

’Tis that which Roman art has given, 

To mark their maiden Queen of Heaven. 
In hours of sport, that mood gave way® 

To Fancy’s light and frolic play ; 


» MS.- 


3 MS.- 


* That you had said her cheek was pale j 
But if she faced the morning gale, 

Or longer spoke, or quicker moved.” 

* Or aught of interest was express’d 
That waked a feeling in her hreast, 

„„ , f like morning beam, 

‘ In fitting hours the mood gave way 
To Fancy’s light and frolic play, 

When the blithe dance, or tale, or song, 
In harmless mirth sped time along, 

When oft her doting sire would call 
His Maudlin merriest of them all.” 




And when the dance, or tale, or song. 

In harmless mirth sped time along, 

Full oft her doating sire would call 
His Maud the merriest of them all. 

But days of war and civil crime, 

Allow’d but ill such festal time, 

And her soft penriveness of brow 
Had deepen’d into sadness now. 

In Marston field her father ta’en, 

Her friends dispersed, brave Mortham 
slain, 

■While every ill her soul foretold, 

» From Oswald’s thirst of power and gold, 

And boding thoughts that she must part 
With a soft vision of her heart, — ^ 

All lower’d around the lovely maid, 

To darken her dejection’s shade. 

VI. 

Who has not heard— -while Erin yet 
Strove ’gainst the Saxon’s iron bit — 

Who has not heard how brave O’Neale 
In English blood imbrued his steel, ^ 

Against St. G-eorge’s cross blazed high 
The banners of his Tanistrj^, 

To fiery Essex gave the foil. 

And reign’d a prince on Ulster’s soil 2 
But chief arose his victor pride. 

When that brave Marshal fought and died,® 
And Avon-Duff to ocean bore 
His billows red with Saxon gore. 

’Twas first in that disastrous fight, 

Rokeby and Mortham proved their might.^ 
There had they fallen ’mongst the rest, 

But pity touch’d a chieftain’s breast ; 

The Tanist he to great O’Neale ; ® 

He check’d his followers’ bloody zeal, 

To quarter took the kinsmen hold, 

And bore them to his mountain-hold, 

Gave them each silvan joy to know, 
Slieve-Donard’s cliffs and woods could show,® 
Shared with them Erin’s festal cheer, 

Show’d them the chase of wolf and deer, 

And, when a fitting time was come, 

Safe and unransom’d sent them home, 

Loaded with many a gift, to prove 
A generous foe’s respect and love. 


4 MS.— “ With a soft vision of her heart, 

Tiiat stole its seat, ere yet she knew 

The guard to early passion due.” 

6 See Appendix, Note 2 O. « Ihid, Note 2 ?. 

7 MS.—" And, by the deep resounding More, 

The English veterans heap’d the shore. 

It was in that disastrous fight 

That Rokeby proved his youthful ^ *1 

Rokeby and Mortham proved their 3 ® 

8 MS.— " A kinsman near to great O’Neale.” 

See Appendix, Note 9 Q. 

9 MS.—" Gave them each varied joy to know. 

The woods of Ophalie could show.” 






SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


ni. 


Y ears speed away. On Eokeby’s head 
Some touch of early snow w’as shed ; 

Calm he enjoy’d, by Greta’s wave, 

The peace which James the Peaceful gave, 
While IVIortham, far beyond the main, 
Waged his fierce wars on Indian Spain. — 
It chanced upon a wintry night,' 

That whiten’d Stanmore’s stormy height, 
The chase was o’er, the stag was hill’d, 

In Rokeby-hall the cnps were fill’d, 

And by the huge stone chimney sate 
The Knight In hospitable state. 

Moonless the sky, the hour was late, 

When a loud summons shook the gate, 
And sore for entrance and for aid 
A voice of foreign accent pray’d. 

The porter answer’d to the call, 

And instant rush’d into the hall 
A Man, wdiose aspect and attire ® 

Startled the circle by the fire. 

vm. 

His plaited hair in elf-locks spread 3 
Around his bare and matted head ; 

On leg and thigh, close stretch’d and trim, 
His vesture show’d the sinewy Umh ; 

In saffron dyed, a linen vest 

Was frequent folded round his breast; 

A mantle long and loose he wore, 

■'^’dh ice, and stain’d with gore. 

He clasp’d a burden to his heart, 

And, resting on a knotted dart, 

The snow from hair and beard he shook, 
And round him gazed with wilder’d look. 
Then up the hall, with staggering pace. 
He hasten’d by the blaze to place. 

Half lifeless from the bitter air. 

His load, a Boy of beauty rare. 

To Rokeby, next, he louted low. 

Then stood erect Iiis tale to show,^ 

With wild majestic port and tone,® 

Like envoy of some barbarous throne.® 

Sir Richard, Lord of Rokeby, hear ! 
Turlough O'Neale salutes thee dear; 
lie graces thee, and to thy care 
Young Redmond gives, his grandson fair. 
He bids thee breed him as thy son, 

For Turlough’s days of joy are done ; 


' MS stormy night. 

When early snow clad Stanmore’s height.” 
r MS, — " And instant into Rokeby-hall 

A stranger rush’d, whose wild attire 
Startled,” &c. 

» Sec Appendix, Note 2 R. 

^ MS.—” Shaggy with snow, and stain’d with gore. 
His features as his dress were wild, 

And in his arms he bore a child. 

With staggering and unequal pace, 

He hasten'd by the blaze to place. 


And other lords have seized his land, 

And faint and feeble is his hand ; 

And all the glory of Tyrone 
Is like a morning vapour tiown- 
To hind the duty on thy soul, 

He bids thee think on Erin’s bowl I ^ 

If any wrong the young O’Neale, 

He bids thee think of Erin’s steel. 

To Mortham first this charge was due. 
But, in his absence, honours you.— 

Now is my master’s message by, 

And Ferraught will contented die.” 

IX. 

His look grew fix’d, his cheek grew 
pale, 

He sunk when he had told his tale ; 

For, hid beneath his mantle wide, 

A mortal wound w^as in his side. 

V'aiii was all aid — in terror wild, 

And sorrow, scream’d the orphan Child. 
Poor Ferraught raised his wistful eyes. 
And faintly strove to soothe his cries; 

All reckless of iiiS dying pain, 

He blest and blest him o’er again ! 

And kiss’d the little hands outspread, 
And kiss’d and cross’d the infant head, 
And, in his native tongue and phrase, 
Pray’d to each saint to watch his days; 
Then all his strength together drew, 

The charge to Rokeby to renew. 

When half was falter’d from his breast. 
And half by dying signs express’d, 

“ Bless the O’Neale 1” he faintly said, 
And thus the faithful spirit fled. 

X. 

’Twas long ere soothing might prevail 
Upon the Child to end the tale ; 

And then he said, that from, his home 
His gi'andsire had been forced to roam, 
Which had not been if Redmond’s hand 
Had but had strength to draw the brand, 
The brand of Lenaugh More the Red, 
That hung beside the grey wolfs head. — ■ 
’Twas from his broken phrase descried. 
His foster-father was his guide,® 

Who, in his charge, from Ulster bore 
Letters and gifts a goodly store ; 


Half lifeless from tbo bitter air. 
His load, a Boy of beauty rare. 

To .Rokeby then, with solemn air. 
He turn’d bis errand to declare ” • 

5 This couplet is not in the MS. 

® See Appendix, Note 2 S. 

7 MS.—” To bind the charge upon, thy soul. 
Remember Erin’s social howl.l” 

3 See Appendix, Note 2 T. 
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But ruffians met them in the wnod, 
Ferraught in battle boldly stood. 

Till wounded and overpower’d at length, 
And stripp’d of all, his failing strength 
Just bore him here~and then the child 
Renew’d again his moaning wild J 


The tear down childliood‘'s cheek that flows, 
Is like the dewdrop on the rose ; 

When next the summer hreeze comes by, 
And waves the bush, the flower is dry. 

Won by their care, the orphan Child 
Soon on his new protector smiled, 

With dimpled cheek and eye so fair, 
Through his thick curls of flaxen hair, 

But blithest laugh’d that cheek and eye, 
When Eokeby’s little Maid was nigh ; 

’Twas his, with elder brother’s pride, 
Matilda’s tottering steps to guide ; ^ 

His native lays in Irish tongue, 

To soothe her iitfant ear he sung, 

And primrose twined with daisy fair, 

To form a chaplet for her hair. " 

By lawn, by grove, by brooklet’s strand, 

The children still were hand in hand, 

And good Sir Biehard smiling eyed 
The early knot so kindly tied. 


But summer months bring wilding shoot 
From bud to bloom, from bloom to fruit ; 
And years draw on our human span, 

From child to boy, from boy to man ; 

And soon in Rokeby’s woods is seen 
A gallant hoy in hunter’s green. 

He loves to wake the felon boar, 

In his dark haunt on Oreta’s shore. 

And loves, against the deer so dun, 

To draw the shaft, or lift the gun : 

Yet more he loves, in autumn prime, 

The hazel’s spreading boughs to climb, 
And down its cluster’d stores to hail, 
"Where young Matilda holds her veil. 

And she, whose veil receives the shower,® 
Is alter’d too, and knows her pow'er ; 
Assumes a monitress’s pride, 

Her Redmond’s dangerous sports to chide ; 
Yet listens still to hear him tell 
How the grim wild-boar^ fought and fell, 
How at Ms fall the bugle rung, 

Till rock and greenwood answer flung ; 


Then blesses her, that man can find 
A pastune of such savage kind ! ^ 

XIIL 

But Redmond knew to weave his tale 
So well with praise of wood and dale. 

And knew so well each point to trace, 

Gives living interest to the chase, 

And knew so well o’er all to throw 
His spirit’s wild romantic glow, 

Tlnat, while she blamed, and while slio fear’d, 
She loved each venturous tale she heard. 

Oft, too, vrhen drifted snow and rain 
To bower and hall their steps restrain, 
Together they explored the page 
Of glowing hard or gifted sage j 
Oft, placed the evening fire beside, 

The minstrel art alternate tried. 

While gladsome harp and lively lay 
Bade 'wdnter-night flit fast away : 

Thus, from their childhood, blending still 
Their sport, their study, and their skill, 

An union of the soul they prove, 

But must not tliink that it was love. 

But though they dared not, envious Fame 
Soon dared to give that union name ; 

And when so often, side by side. 

From year to year the pair she eyed, 

She sometimes blamed the good old Knight, 
As dull of ear and dim of sight, 

Sometimes his purpose would declare, 

That young O’Neale should wed his heir. 

XIY. 

The suit of Wilfrid rent disguise 
And bandage from the lovers’ eyes ;® 

’Twas plain that Oswald, for his son. 

Had Rokeby’s favour wellnigh won. 

Now must they meet with change of cheer, 
"With mutual looks of shame and fear; 

Now must Matilda stray apart. 

To school her disobedient heart ; 

And Redmond now alone must me 
The love he never can subdue. 

But factions rose, and Rokeby sware/ 

No rebel’s son should wed his heir; 

And Redmond, nurtured while a child 
In many a bard’s traditions wild, 

Now sought the lonely wood or stream, 

To cherish there a happier dream, 

Of maiden won by sw’ord or lance, 

As in the regions of romance ; 


1 Here follows in the MS. a stanza of sixteen lines, wliich 
the author subsequently dispersed through stanzas xv. and 
xvi., post 

2 MS.—“ Three years more old, ’twas Redmond’s pride, 

Matilda’s tottering steps to guide.” 

0 MS.— “ And she on whom these treasures shower.” 

* MS.— « Grim sanglier.” 


5 MS.— “ Then bless’d himself that man can find 

A pastime of such cruel kind.” 

6 MS. — “ From their hearts and eyes.” 

7 MS.— “ And Redmond, too, apart must rue. 

The love he never can subdue *, 

Then came the war, and Rokeby said, 
No rebel’s son should wed his maid.’* 
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And count the heroes of his Iine,i 
Great Nial of the Pledges Nine,^ 
Shane-Dymas^ wild, and Geraldine,'* 

And Connan-more, who vow’d his race 
For ever to the fight and chase, 

And cursed him, of his lineage born, 
Should sheathe the sword to reap the coi’n. 
Or leave the mountain and the wold, 

To shroud himself in castled hold. 

From such examples hope he drew, 

And brighten’d as the trumpet blew. 


XV. 


If brides were won by heart and blade, 
Eedmond had both his cause to aid, 

And all beside of nurture rare 
That might beseem a baron’s heir. 
Turlough O’Neale, in Erin’s strife. 

On Rokeby’s Lord besto'w’d his life, 

And well did Rokeby’s generous Knight 
Young Redmond for the deed requite. 

Nor was his liberal care and cost 
Upon the gallant stripling lost: 

Seek the North-Riding broad and “wide, 
Like Redmond none could steed bestride ; 
From Tynemouth search to Cumberland, 
Like Redmond none could wield a brand ; 
And then, of humour Mnd and free, 

And bearing him to each degree 
With frank and fearless courtesy, 

There never youth was form’d to steal 
Upon the heart like brave O’Neale. 


: XVX.: . ■ ■■ 

Sir Richard loved hiih as Ins son ; 

And when the days of peace were 
done. 

And to the gales of war he gave 
The banner of his sires to wave, 
Redmond, distinguish’d by his care, 

He chose that honour’d flag to bear,® 
And named his page, the next degree. 

In that old time, to chivalry.® 

In five pitch’d fields he well maintain’d 
The honour’d place his worth obtain’d, 
And high w^as Redmond’s youthful name 
Blazed in the roll of martial fame. 

Had fortune smiled on Marston fight, 
The eve had seen him dubb’d a knigbt ; 


■ Thousht on tho Ids ffiie. 


Great Nial of the Pledges Nine, 
Shane-Dymas -wild, and Connan-Mar, 
Who vow’d his race to wounds and war. 
And cursed all, of his lineage bom, 

Who sheathed the sword to reap the corn, 
Or left the green-wood and the w«ild, 

To shroud himself in house or hold.” 


Twice, ’mid the battle’s doubtful strife 
Of Rokeby’s Lord he saved the life, 
But when he saw him prisoner made, 
He kiss’d and then resign’d his blade/ 
And yielded him an easy prey 
To those who led the Knight away ; 
Resolved Matilda’s sire shou.d prove 
In prison, as in fight, his love. 


XVIl. 

When lovers meet in adverse hour, 

’Tis like a sun-glimpse through a shower, 
A watery ray, an instant seen 
The darkly closing clouds between. 

As Redmond on the turf reclined, 

The past and present fill’d his mind: 

It was not thus,” Affection said, 

I dream’d of my return, dear maid ! 

Not thus, when from thy trembling barui, 

I took the banner and the brand, 

When round me, as the bugles blew, 

Their blades three hundred warriors drew 
And, wdiile the standard I unroll’d, 

Clash’d their bright arms, with clamour 
bold. 

Where is that banner now ?— its pride 
Lies ’whelm’d in Ouse’s sullen tide ! 

"Where now these warriors^— in their gore. 
They cumber Marston’s dismal moor 1 
And what avails a useless brand, 
tield by a captive’s shackled hand, 

That only would his life retain, 

To aid thy sire to bear his chain I” 

Thus Redmond to himself apart ; 

Nor lighter was his rival’s heart ; 

For Wilfrid, while his generous soul 
Disdain’d to profit by control, 

By many a sign could mark too plain, 

Save with such aid, his hopes were vain. — ■ 
But now Matilda’s accents stole 
On the dark visions of their soul, 

And bade their mournful musing fly. 

Like mist before the zephyr’s sigh. 


XVIII. 

" I need not to my friends recall, 

How Mortham shunn’d my father’s hall ; 
A man of silence and of woe, 

Yet ever anxious to bestow 


1 MS 


8 Sec Aj^enau, Note 2 U. 


3 See Appendix, Note 2 V- 
^ See Appendix, Note 2 W. 

® See Appendix, Note 2 X. 

® See Appendix, Note 2 Y. 

7 MS.— His valour saved old Rokeby’s life. 

But when he saw him prisoner made. 

He kiss’d and then flung down his blade/' 

8 After this line the MS. has 

“ His ruin*d impending woes-^ 

TiU in his eye the tear-drop rose/* 
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On my poor self wliate er could prove 
A kinsman’s confidence and love. 

My feeble aid could sometimes chase 
The clouds of sorrow for a space; 

But oftener, fix’d beyond my power, ^ 

I mark’d his deep despondence lower. 

One dismal cause, by all unguess’d, 

His fearful confidence confess’d ; 

And twice it was my hap to see 
Examples of that agony, 

Which for a season can o’erstrain 
And wTeck the structure of the brain. 

He had the awful power to know 
The approaching mental overthrow, 

And wdiile his mind had courage yet 
To struggle with the dreadful fit, 

The victim writhed against its throes,^ 
Like wretch beneath a murderer’s blows. 
This malady, I well could mark, 

Sprung from some direful cause and dark ; 
But still he kept its source conceal’d, 

Till arming for the civil field j 
Then in my charge ha bade me hold 
A treasure huge of gems and gold, 

With this disjointed dismal scroll, 

That tells the secret of liis soul, 

In such wild “words as oft betray 
A mind by anguish forced astray.” — 

XIX. 

mortham’s history. 

Matilda I thou hast seen me start, 

As if a dagger thrill’d my heart, 

Wlien it has hap’d some casual phrase 
Waked memory of my former days. 
Believe, that few can backward cast 
Their thoughts with pleasure on the past ; 
But 1 1 — ^my youth was rash and vain,^ 
And blood and rage my manhood stain, 
And my grey hairs must now descend 
To my cold grave without a friend I 
Even thou, Matilda, wilt disown 
Thy kinsman, when his guilt is known. 
And must I lift the bloody veil, 

That iiides my dark and fatal tale I 
I must— I will— Pale phantom, cease! 
Leave me one little hour ‘ja peace ! 

Thus haunted, think’st thou I have skill 
Thine own commission to fulfil ? 

Or, while thou point’st with gesture fierce, 
Thy blighted cheek, thy bloody hearse, 
How can I paint thee as thou wert, 

So fair in face, so warm in heart I 


i But oftener ’tvras my hap to see 

Such storms of hitter agony. 

As for the moment would o’erstrain 
And wreck the halance of the brain.” 

a MS. “ beneath his throes.” 

8 MS.-— “ My youth was folly’s reign.” 

• MS.— *“ Until thy father, then afar.” 





XX. 


‘‘ Yes, she was fair! — Matilda, thou 
Hast a soft sadness on thy brow ; 

But hers was like the sunny glow, 

That laughs on earth and all below ! 

We wedded secret — there was need — 
Differing in country and in enjed ; 

And, when to Mortham’s tower she came, 
We mentioned not her race and name, 
Until thy sire, who fought afar,** 

Should turn him home from foreign war, 
On whose kind influence we relied 
To soothe her father’s ire and prhle. 

Pew months we lived retired, unknown, 
To all but one dear friend alone, 

One darling friend^ — I spare his shame, 

I will not -write the villain’s name ! 

My trespasses I might forget,® 

And sue in vengeance for the debt 
Due by a brother vrorm to me, 

Ungrateful to Hod’s clemency,® 

That spared me penitential time. 

Nor cut me off amid my crime. — 


XXI. 

" A kindly smile to all she lent, 

But on her husband’s friend ’twas bent 
So kind, that from its harmless glee,* 

The WTetch misconstrued villany. 

Repulsed in his presumptuous love, 

A ’vengeful snare the traitor wove. 

Alone we sat — the flask had flow’d, 
hiy blood with heat unwonted glow'd, 
When through the alley’d walk w'e spied 
With hurried step my Edith glide, 
Cowering beneath the verdant screen, 

As one unwilling to be seen. 

Words cannot paint the fiendish smile, 
That curl’d the traitor’s cheek the while! 
Fiercely I question’d of the cause ; 

He made a cold and artful pause, 

Then pray’d it might not chafe my mood— 
‘ There w'as a gallant in the wood !’ 

W^ e had been shooting at the deer ; 

My cross-bow (evil chance !) was near ; * 

That ready weapon of my wrath 
I caught, and, hasting up the path,® 

In the yew grove my wife I found, 

A stranger’s arms her neck had bound ! 

I mark’d bis heart — the bow I drew — 

1 loosed the shaft — ’t-was more than true ! 

I found my Edith’s dying charms 
Lock’d in her murder’d brother’s arms 1 



5 MS.— I, a poor debtor, shouW forget." 

0 MS.— “ Forgetting God’s own clemency.” 

7 MS.—** So kindly, that from harmless glee.” 

8 MS.-*" I caught a cross-bow that was near. 

The readiest weapon of my wrath, 
And hastening up the Greta patu," 
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ITe came m secret to oiiiiiiire 
Her statC;, and reconcile her sii’c.* 

XXJI. 

AH fled my rage — the villain first, 

\Tliose craft my jealousy had nursed ; 
lie sought in far and foreign clime 
To ’scape the vengeance of his crime. 

The manner of the slaughter done 
Was known to few, my guilt to none ; 

Some tale my faithful steward framed — 

I know not what — of shaft mis-aim’d ; 

And even from those the act who knew, 

He hid the hand from which it flew. 
Untouch’d hy human laws I stood, 

But God had heard the cry of blood ! 

There is a blank upon my mind, 

A fearful vision ill-defined, 

Of raving till my flesh w\as tom, 

Of dungeon-bolts and fetters worn — 

And when I waked to woe more mild. 

And question’d of my infant child — 

(Have I not written, that she hare 
A boy, like summer morning fair?) — 

With looks confused my menials tell 
That armed men in Mortham dell 
the nurse’s evening vvay, 
bore her, with her charge, away. 

My faithless friend, and none but he, 

Could profit hy this villany ; 

then, 1 sought, -with purpose dread 
Of treble vengeance on his head ! 

He ’scaped me — ^hut my bosom’s wound 
Some faint relief from wandering found ; 

over distant land and sea 
I bore my load of misery. 

XXIII. 

’Twas then that fate my footsteps led 
Among a daring crew and dread, - 
With w’hom full oft my hated life 
I ventured in such desperate strife, 

That even my fierce associates saw 
My frantic deeds with doubt and aw^e. 

Much then I learn’d, and much can show, 
Of human guilt and human woe, 

Yet ne’er have, in my wanderings, known 
A wretch, whose sorrow’s match’d my own I 
chanced, that after battle fray, 

Upon the bloody field we lay ; 

The yellow moon her lustre shed 
Upon the wounded and the dead, 

While, sense in toil and wassail drown’d. 
My ruffian comrades slept around, 
silver tone 
thine own— 


* Ah, wretch I ’ it said, ‘ wliat nuikest thou here, 
While uiiaYenged my bloody hiei*, 

'VVliilo improtected lives mine heir, 

Without a father’s name and care f ’ 

I heard — obey’d— ^and homeward drewj 
The fiercest of our desperate crew 
1 brought at time of need to aid 
My purposed vengeance, long delay’d. 

But, humble be my thanks to Heaven, 

That better hopes and thoughts has given, 

And by our Lord’s dear prayer has taught, 
Mercy by mercy must he bought I— 

Let me in misery rejoice— 

I’ve seen his face — I’ve heard his voice— 

I claim’d of him my only child— 

As he disown’d the theft, he smiled ! 

That very calm and callous look, 

That fiendish sneer his visage took, 

As when he said, in seornliil mood, 

‘ There is a gallant in the w’ood I — 

I did not slay him as he stood— 

All praise he to my Maker given ! 

Long suffrance is one path to heai’cn.” 

XXV. 

Thus far the woful tale was heard, 

When something in the thicket stirr’d. 

Up Redmond sprung; the villain Guy, 

(For he it was that lurk’d so nigh,) 

Drew back— he durst not cross his steel 
A moment’s space with brave O’Nealc, 

For all the treasured gold that rests 
In Mortham’s iron-banded chests. 

Redmond resumed his seat he said, 

Some roe was rustling in the shade. 

Bertram laugh’d grimly when he saw 
His timorous comrade backward draw , 

A trusty mate art thou, to fear 
A single arm, and aid so near ! 

Yet have I seen thee mark a deei*. 

Give me thy carabine — I’ll show 
An art that thou wilt gladly know, 

How thou mayst safely quell a foe.” 

XXVI. 

On hands and knees fierce Bertram drew 
The spreading birch and hazels through, 

Till he had Redmond full in view; 

The gun he levell’d — Mark like this 
Was Bertram never known to miss, 

When fair opposed to aim there sate 
An object of his mortal hate. 

That day young Redmond’s death had seen. 

But twice Matilda came between 
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The carabine and Redmond’s breast^ 

J ust ere the spring his finger press’d. 

A deadly oath the ruffian swore. 

But yet his fell design forbore : 

It ne’er,” he mutter’d, shall be said, 
That thus I scath’d thee, haughty maid !” 
Then moved to seek more open aim. 

When to his side Gruy Denzil came : 

Bertram, forbear I— we are undone 
For ever, if thou fire the gun. 

By all the fiends, an armed force 
Descends the dell, of foot and horse ! 

We perish if they hear a shot— 

Madman I we have a safer plot— 

Nay, friend, be ruled, and bear thee back ! 
Behold, down yonder hollo\v track. 

The warlike leader of the band 
Comes, with his broadsword in Iiis hand.” 
Bertram look’d up ; he saw, he knew 
That Denzil’s fears had counseil’d true, 
Then cursed his fortune and withdrew, 
Threaded the woodlands undescried, 

And gain’d the cave on Greta side. 


JfXVill. 

These solemn words his story clc«se ; — 

‘‘ Heaven witness for me, that I cliose 
My part in this sad civil fight, 

Moved by no cause but England’s right. 
My country’s groans have bid me draw 
My sword for gospel and for law 
These righted, I fling arms aside, 

And seek my son through Europe wide. 
My wealth, on wdiich a kinsman nigh 
Already casts a grasping eye, 

With thee may unsuspected lie. 

When of my death Matilda hears, 

Let her retain her trust three years ; 

If none, from me, the treasure claim, 
Perish’d is Mortham’s race and name. 
Then let it leave her generous hand, 
And fioTV in bounty o’er the land ; 
Soften the wounded prisoner’s lot. 
Rebuild the peasant’s ruin’d cot ; 

So spoils, acquired by fight atar. 

Shall mitigate domestic war.” 


XXIX. 

The generous youths, who well had kr.cjs^'. 
Of Mortham’s mind the powerful tone, 

To that high mind, by sorrow swerved, 
Gave sympathy his woes deserved 
But WilMd chief, wffio saw reveal’d 
Why Mortham wish’d his life conceal a. 
In secret, doubtless, to pursue 
*The schemes his wilder’d fancy drew. 
Thoughtfiil he heard Matilda tell, 

That she would share her father’s ceil, 
His partner of captivity, 

Where’er his prison-house should be ; 
Yet grieved to think that Rokeby-hall, 
Dismantled, and forsook by all, 

Open to rapine and to stealth, 

Had now no safe-guard for the wealth 
Intrusted by her Idnsman kind, 

And for such noble use design’d. 

Was Barnard Castle then her choice,” 
Wilfrid enquired w'ith hasty %oice. 

Since there the victor’s law’s ordain, 
Her father must a space remain I” 

A flutter’d hope Ms accents shook, 

A flutter’d joy was in Ms look. 

Matilda hasten’d to reply. 

For anger Sash’d in Redmond’s eye ; — 
Duty,” she said, with gentle grace, 
Kind Wilfrid, has no choice of place; 
Else had I for my sire assign’d 
Prison less galling to Ms mind, 

Than that his wild-vrood haunts wa: 
. sees 

And hears the murmur of the Tees, 


XXVII. 

They whom dark Bertram, in his wi’ath, 
Doom’d to captivity or death, 

Their thoughts to one sad subject lent, 

Saw not nor heard the ambushment. 
Heedless and unconeern’d they sate, 

While on the very verge of iate ; 

Heedless and unconcern’d remain’d, 

When Heaven the murderers arm restrain'd 
As ships drift darkling dowm the tide, 

Nor see the shelves o’er wkich they glide. 

Uninterrupted thus they heard 

What Mortham’s closing tale declared. 

He spoke of wealth as of a load, 

By Fortune on a wretch bestow’d, 

In bitter mockery of hate. 

His cureless woes to aggravate ; 

But yet he pray’d i^latilda’s care 
Might save that treasure for his heir — 

His Edith’s son— for still he raved 
As confident bis life was saved; 

In frequent vision, he averr'd, 

He saw his face, his voice he heard ; 

Then argued calm — had murder been, 

The blood, the corpses, had been seen ; 

Some had pretended, too, to mark 
On Windermere a stranger bark, 

Whose crew’, with Jealous care, yet mild, 
Guarded a female and a cMld. 

WMle these faint proofs he told and press’d, 
Koj)G seem'd to kindle in his bz'east ; 

Though inconsistent, vague, and vain, 
j D warp’d Ms judgment, and Ms brain.'^ 


Hope, inconsistent, vague, and vain. 
Seem’d oii the theme to vrurp his bn 


MS,— “ To that high mind tlius warp’d 
The pity gave his woes deserve; 
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Recalling thus^ with every glance, 

What captive’s soitow can enhance ; 

Bat where those woes are highest, there 
Keeds Rokehy most his daughter’s care.” 

XXX. 

He felt the Mndly check she gave. 

And stood abash’d— then answer’d grave:— 

I sought thy purpose, noble maid, 

Thy doubts to clear, thy schemes to aid. 

I have beneath mine own command. 

So wills my sire, a gallant band, 

And well could send some horseman wight 
To bear the treasure forth by night. 

And so bestow it as you deem 
In these ill days may safest seem.” — 

Thanks, gentle V/ilfrid, thanks,” she said : 

0, he it not one day delay’d ! 

And, more, thy sister-friend to aid, 

Be thou thyself content to hold, 

In thine own keeping, Mortham’s gold, 

Safest with thee.”— While thus she spoke, 

Arm’d soldiers on their converse broke, 

The same of whose approach afraid, 

The ruffians left their ambuscade. 

Their chief to Wilfrid bended low, 

Then look’d around as for a foe. 

“ What mean’st thou, friend,” young Wycliffe said, 
« \y]iy thus in arms beset the glade?” — 

That would I gladly learn from you ; 

For up my squadron as I drew, 

To exercise our martial game 
Upon the moor of Barninghame,i 
A stranger told you were waylaid. 

Surrounded, and to death betray’d. 

He had a leader’s voice, I ween, 

A falcon glance, a w^arrior’s mien. 

He bade me bring you instant aid ; 

I doubted not, and I obey’d.” 

XXXI. 

Wilfrid changed colour, and, amazed. 

Turn’d short, and on the speaker gazed ; 

While Redmond every thicket round 
Track’d earnest as a questing hound, 

And Denzil’s carabine he found ; 

Sure evidence, by which they knew 
The warning was as kind as true.^ 

Wisest it seem’d, with cautious speed 
To leave the dell. It was agreed. 

That Redmond, with Matilda fair. 

And fitting guard, should home repair 


i MS.—” In martial exercise to move 
Upon the open moor above.” 

® MS.—” And they the gun of Denzil find ; 

A witness sure to every mind 
The warning was as true as kind.” 

^ MS,— — — It was agreed. 

That Redmond, with Matilda fair, 
Should straight^to Rokeby-hall rep^, 


At nightfall Wilfrid should attend, 
With a strong hand, his sister-friend, 

To bear with her from Bokeby’s bowers 
To Barnard Castle’s lofty towers, 

Secret and safe the banded chests, 

In which the wealth of Morthara rests. 
This hasty purpose fix’d, they part, 
Each with a grieved and anxious heart. 




CANTO FIFTH. 


1 . 

The sultry summer day is done, 

The western hills have hid the sun, 

But mountain peak and village spire 
Betain reflection of his fire. 

Old Barnard’s towers are purple still, 

To those that gaze from Tollcr-hill ; 
Distant and high, the tower of Bowes 
Like steel upon the anvil glows ; 

And Stanmore’s ridge, behind that lay, 
Rich with the spoils of parting day, 

In crimson and in gold array’d, 

Streaks yet a while the closing shade, 

Then slow resigns to darkening heaven 
The tints which brighter hours had giveis* 
Thus aged men, Ml loth and slow. 

The vanities of life forego, 

And count their youthful follies o’er, 

Till Memory lends her light no more.'* 

II. 

The eve, that slow on upland fades, 

Has darker closed on Rokeby’s glades, 
Where, sunk ■within their banks profound, 
Her guardian streams to meeting wound. 
The stately oaks, whose sombre frown 
Of noontide made a twilight brown, 
Impervious now to fainter light, 

Of twilight make an early night.® 

Hoarse into middle air arose 
The vespers of the roosting crows. 

And w’itli congenial mummrs seem 
To wake the Genii of the stream ; 


And, foes so near them, known so late, 

A guard should tend her to the gate.” 

” The fifth canto opens with an evening-scene, of Us 
accustomed beauty when delineated by Mr. Scott. 'J'ht* 
mountain fading in the twilight, is nobly imagined/’— 
Meview. 

5 MS.— ” a darksome night.” 
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For louder clamour’d Greta’s tide, 

And Tees in deeper voice replied, 

And fitful waited the evening wind, 

Fitful in sighs its breath resign’d.^ 

Wilfrid, whose fancy-nurtured soul 
Felt in the scene a soft control, 

With lighter footstep press’d the ground, 
And often paused to look around ; 

And, though his path was to his love, 

Could not but linger in the grove, 

To drink the thrilling interest dear. 

Of awful pleasure check’d by fear. 

?-uch inconsistent moods have we, 

Even wdien our passions strike the key. 

IIL 

Now, through the wood’s dark mazes past, 
The opening lawn he reach’d at last, 
"Where, silver’d by the moonlight ray. 

The ancient Hall before him lay.^ 

Those martial terrors long were fled, 

That frown’d of old around its head : 

The battlements, the turrets grey. 

Seem’d half abandon’d to decay;® 

On barbican and keep of stone 

Stern Time the focman’s w^ork had done. 

Where banners the invader braved, 

The harebell now and wallflower waved ; 
In the rude guard-room, where of yore 
Their weary hours the warders wore, 

Now, while the cheerful fagots blaze, 

On the paved floor the spindle plays 
The flanking guns dismounted lie, 

The moat is ruinous and dry/ 

The grim portcullis gone—and all 
The fortress turn’d to peaceful Hall. 

IV. 

But yet precautions, lately ta’en,*^ 

Show’d danger’s day revived again ; 

The court-yard wall show’d marks of care, 
The fall’n defences to repair, 

Bending such strength as might withstand 
The insult of marauding band. 

The beams once more were taught to bear 
The trembling drawbridge into air, 

And not, till question’d o’er and o’er. 

For Wilfrid oped the jealous door. 


1 MS.— •“ By fits awaked the evening wind, 

By fits in sighs its breath resign’d.” 

2 MS.— “ Old Rokeby’.s towers before him lay.” 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 Z. 

MS.— “ The weary night the warders wore. 

Now by the fagot’s gladsome light, 

The maidens plied the spindle’s sleight.” 
5 Is^S.— “ The beams had long forgot to hear 
The trembling drawbridge into air ; 

The huge portcullis gone,” &c. 

8 MS.—*'' But yet precaution show’d, and fear, 
That dread of evil times was here ; 


And when he entered, bolt and bar 
Resumed their place with sullen jar; 

Then, as he cross’d the vaulted porch. 

The old grey porter raised ins torch, 

And view’d him o’er, from foot to head, 
Ere to the hall his steps he led. 

That huge old hall, of knightly state, 
Dismantled seem’d and desolate. 

The moon through transom-shafts of stone, 
VTiich cross’d the latticed oriels, shone, 
And by the mournful light she gave. 

The Gothic vault seem’d funeral cave. 
Pennon and banner waved no more 
O’er beams of stag and tusks of hoar, 

Nor glimmering arms were marshall’d 
seen. 

To glance those silvan spoils between. 
Those arms, those ensigns, borne away. 
Accomplish’d Rokeby’s brave array, 

But all were lost on Marston’s day I 
Yet here and there the moonbeams fall 
'Where armour yet adorns the wall, 
Cumbrous of size, uncouth to sight. 

And useless in the modern fight ! 

Like veteran relic of the w’ars, 

Known only by neglected sears. 

V. 

Matilda soon to greet him came, 

And bade them light the evening flams ; 
Said, all for parting was prepared, 

And tarried but for Wilfrid’s guard. 

But then, reluctant to unfold 7 
His father’s avarice of gold, 

He hinted, that lest jealous eye 
Should on their precious burden pry, 

He judged it best the castle gate 
To enter when the night wore late ; 

And therefore he had left command 
With those he trusted of his band, 

That they should be at Rokeby met. 

What time the midnight-w'atch was set. 
Now Redmond came, whose anxious care 
Till then was busied to prepare 
All needful, meetly to arrange 
The mansion for its mournful change. 
With Wilfrid’s care and Idndness pleased, 
His cold unready hand he seized, 


Tliere were late marks of jealous \ 

For there were recent marks of > 

The fall’ll defences to repair ; 

And not, till question’d o’er and o’er, 

For Wilfrid oped the { 

And, on his entry, bolt and bar 
Resumed their place with sullen yar.” 

7 MS.—** Confused he stood, as loth to say 

What might his sire’s base mood display. 
Then hinted, lest some curious eye.” 
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The king wants soldiers ; war, I trov'^ 
Were meeter trade for such as thou.’ 
At this unkind reproof, again 
Answer’d the ready Minstrers straiss, 


And press’d it, till his kindly strain 
The gentle youth return’d again. 
Seem’d as between them this was said, 
A while let jealousy be dead ; 

And let our contest be, whose care 
Shall best assist this helpless fair.” 


" Bid not me, in battlo-field, 
Ihickler lift, or broadsword wield ! 
All my strength and all my art 
Is to touch the gentle heart, ^ 

With the wizard notes that ring 
From the peaceful minstrel-string.’ 


There was no speech the truce to bind, 

It was a compact of the mind, — 

A generous thought, at once impress'd 
On either rival’s generous breast. 

Matilda well the secret took, 

From sudden change of mien and look; 
And — ^for not small had been her fear 
Of jealous ire and danger near — 

Felt, even in her dejected state, 

A joy beyond the reach of fate. 

They closed beside the chimney’s blaze, 
And talk’d, and hoped for happier days, 
And lent their spirits’ rising glow 
A wMle to gild impending \voe ; — 

High privilege of youthful time, 

Worth all the pleasures of our prime 1 
The bickering fagot sparkled bright, 

And gave the scene of love to sight, 

Bade Wilfrid’s cheek more lively glow, 
Play’d on Matilda’s neck of snow, 

Her nut-brown curls and forehead high, 
And laugh’d in Redmond’s azure eye. 

Two lovers by the maiden sate, 

Without a glance of jealous hate ; 

The maid her lovers sat between. 

With open brow and equal mien ; — 

It is a sight but rarely spied. 

Thanks to man’s wrath and woman’s pride. 


The porter, all unmoved, replied, — 
Depart in peace, with Heaven to guid'^ 
If longer by the gate thou dwell. 

Trust me, thou shalt not part so well.” 


Yin. 

With somewhat of appealing look, 

The harper’s part young Wilfrid took 
These notes so wild and ready thrill, 
They show no vulgar minstrel’s skill ; 
Hard were liis task to seek a home 
More distant, since the night is come ; 
And for his faith I dare engage — 

Your Harpool’s blood is sour’d by age ; 
Ilis gate, once readily display’d, 

To greet the friend, the poor to aid, 

Now even to me, though known of old, 
Did but reluctantly unfold,” — 

O blame not, as poor llarpool’s crime, 
An evil of this evil time. 

He deems dependent on his care 
The safety of Ins patron’s heir, 

Nor judges meet to ope the tower 
To guest unknown at parting hour,- 
Urging his duty to excess 
Of rough and stubborn faithfulness. 

For this poor harper, I would lain 
He may relax : — Hark to his strain ! ” — 


While thus in peaceful guise they sate, 
A knock alarm’d the outer gate, 

And ere the tardy porter stirr’d, 

The tinkling of a harp was heard. 

A manly voice of mellow swell. 

Bore burden to the music vrcil. 


‘‘ I have song of war for kniglit, 
Lay of love for lady bright, 

Fairy tale to lull the heir, 

Goblin grim the maids to scare. 
Dark the night, and long till day, 
Do not bid me farther stray ! 


" Summer eve is gone and past, 
Summer dew is falling fast ; 

I have wander’d all the day. 

Do not bid me farther stray ! 
Gentle hearts, of gentle kin, 
Take the wandering harper in !” 


“ Rokeby’s lords of martial fame, 
I can count them name by name ; 
Legends of their line there be, 
Known to few, but known to me ; 


But the stern porter answer gave, 

With “ Get thee hence, thou strolling knave ! 


0, Md not me bear sword and shield. 
Or struggle to the bloody field, 

For gentler art this hand was made.” 


’o vagrants at our parting hour. 


3 See Appendix, Note .'J A 
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If you honour Rokeby’s kiiQj 
Take the wandering harper in ! 

Eokehy’s lords had fair regard 
For the harp, and for the bard ; 

Baron’s race throve never well, 

Where the curse of minstrel fell. 

If you love that noble kin, 

Take the weary harper in I” — 

‘ Hark ! Harpool parleys — tliere is hope,” 
Said Redmond, that the gate will ope.” — 
For ail thy brag and boast, I trow. 
Nought know’st thou of the Felon Sow,”^ 
Quoth Harpool, “ nor how Hreta-side 
She roam’d, and Rokeby forest -wide ; 

Nor how Ralph Rokeby gave the beast 
To Richmond’s friars to make a feast. 

Of Gilbert Griffinson the tale 
Goes, and of gallant Peter Dale, 

That well could strike with sword amain. 
And of the valiant son of Spain, 

Friar Middleton, and blithe Sir Ralph ; 
There were a jest to make us laugh I 
If thou canst tell it, in yon shed 
Thou’st won thy supper and thy bed.” 


Matilda smiled ; Cold hope,” said she, 
From Harpool’s love of minstrelsy ! 
But, for this harper, may v.’e dare, 
Redmond, to mend his couch and fare?” 
“ 0, ask me not ! — At minstrel-string 
My heart from infancy w'oiild spring ; 
Nor can I hear its simplest strain, 

But it brings Erin’s dream again, 

When placed by Owen Lysagh’s knee, 
(The Pilea of O’Neale w’as he,^ 

A blind and bearded man, whose eld 
Was sacred as a prophet’s held,) 

I’ve seen a ring of rugged kerne, 

With aspects shaggy, wild, and stern, 
Enchanted by the master’s lay, 

Linger around the livelong day, 

Shift from wild rage to wilder glee, 

To love, to grief, to ecstacy,*"* 

And feel each varied change of soul 
Obedient to the bard’s control. — 

Ah, Clandeboy 1 tby friendly floor 
Slieve-Donard’s oak shall light no more;'^ 
Nor Owen’s harp, beside the blaze, 

Tell maiden’s love, or hero’s praise I 
The mantling brambles hide thy hearth, 
Centre of hospitable mirth ; 


All undistinguish’d in the glade, 

My sires’ glad home is prostrate laidjj 
Their vassals wander wide and far, 
Serve foreign lords in distant war. 
And now the stranger’s sons enjoy 
The lovely woods of Clandeboy 1” 

He spoke, and proudly turn’d aside, 
The starting tear to dry and hide. 


Matilda’s dark and soften’d eye 
Was glistening ere O’Neale’s was dry. 

Her hand upon his arm she laid,— 

“ It is the will of heaven,” she said. 

And think’st thou, Redmond, I can pari 
From this loved home with lightsciine 
heart, 

Bearing to wild neglect wliate’er 
Even from my infancy w’'as dear ? 

For in this calm domestic bound 
W ere all Matilda’s pleasures found. 

That hearth, mj sire was wont to grace, 
Full soon may be a strangers place p*" 

This hall, in which a child I iday’d, 

Like thine, dear Redmond, lowly laid, 

The bramble and the thorn may braid ; 

Or, pass’d for aye from me and mine, 

It ne’er may shelter Rokeby’s line. 

Yet is this consolation given, 

My Redmond, — ’tis the will of heaven.” 
Her wmrd, her action, and her phrase. 
Were kindly as in early days ; 

For cold reserve had lost its power, 

In sorrow’s sympathetic hour. 

Young Redmond dared not trust his voice ; 
But rather had it been his choice 
To share that melancholy hour. 

Than, arm’d with all a chieftain’s power/ 
In full possession to enjoy 
Slieve-Donard wide, and Clandeboy. 


The blood left Wilfrid’s ashen cheek; 
Matilda sees, and hastes to speak. — 
Happy in friendship’s ready aid. 

Let all my murmurs here be staid t 
And Rokeby’s Maiden will not part 
From Rokeby’s ball with moody heart. 
This night at least, for Rokeby’s fame. 
The hospitable hearth shall flame, 

And, ere its native heir retire, 

Find for the wanderer rest and fire, 
While this poor harper, by the blaze," 
Recounts the tale of other days. 


1 See Appendixj Note 3 B. 

2 See Appendix, Note 3 C. 

3 MS.- — — to sympathy.'”' 

4 See Appendix, Note 3 I). 


5 MS.— That hearth, my father’s honour’d pine 

Full soon may see a strau;;er'3 face.” 

6 M'S. — Tanist’s power.” 

7 MS,—** Find for the needy room and fire, 

And this poor wanderer, by th.e hlaao/' 
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Bid Harpool ope the door with speed, 
Admit him, and relieve each need. — 
Meantime, kind Wycliffe, wilt thou try 
Thy minstrel skill ? — Nay, no reply — ^ 

And look not sad !— I guess thy thought, 
Thy verse with laurels would be bought ; 
And poor Matilda, landless now, 

Has not a garland for thy brow. 

True, I must leave sweet Eokeby’s glades, 
Nor wander more in Greta shades ; 

But sure, no rigid jailer, thou 
Wilt a short prison-walk allow, 

Where summer flowers grow wild at will, 
On Marwood-chase and Toller Hill 
Then holly green and lily gay 
Shall twine in guerdon of thy lay.”^ 

The mournful youth, a space aside, 

To tune Matilda’s harp applied ; 

And then a low sad descant rung, 

As prelude to the lay he sung. 

XIII. 

O, Lady, twine no wreath for me. 

Or twine it of the cypress-tree I 
Too lively glow the lilies light, 

The varnish’d holly ’s all too bright, 
The May-flower and the eglantine 
May shade a brow less sad than mine ; 
But, Lady, weave no wreath for me, 

Or weave it of the cypress-tree 1 

Let dimpled Mirth his temples twine 
With tendrils of the laughing vine ; 

The manly oak, the pensive yew. 

To patriot and to sage be due ; 

The myrtle bough bids lovers live, 

But that Matilda will not give ; 

Then, Lady, twine no wreath for me. 

Or twine it of the cypress-tree ! 

Let merry England proudly rear 
Her blended roses, bought so dear; 

Let Albin bind her bonnet blue 
With heath and harebell dipp’d in dew; 


1 MS.. 


— “ what think’st thou 


Of yonder harp ?~Nay, clear thy brow.” 

2 Marwood-chase is the old park extending along the Dur- 
ham side of the Tees, attached to Barnard Castle. Toller Hill 
is an eminence on the Yorkshire side of the river, command- 
ing a superb view of the ruins. 

3 MS.— « mere rose and lily I will twine 

la guerdon of a song of thine,” 

* * Mr, Scott has imparted a delicacy, (we mean in the co- 
louring, for of the design we cannot approve,) a sweetness and 
a melancholy smile to this parting picture, that really enchant 
ns. Poor Wilfrid is sadly discomfited by the last instance of 
encouiagemeut to Hedmond ; and Matilda endeavours to cheer 
him by requesting, in the prettiest, and yet in the most touch- 
ing manner, ‘ Kind W yclifie/ to try his minstrelsy. We will 


On favour’d Eiun s crest be seen 
The flower she loves of emerald green—* 
But, Lady, twine no wreath for me, 

Or twine it of the cypress-tree. 

Strike the wild harp, while maids preparo 
The h 7 meet for minstrel’s hair ; 

And, while his crown of laurel-leaves, 
With bloody hand the victor weaves, 

Let the loud trump his triumph tell ; 

But when you hear the passing-bell, 

Then, Lady, twine a wreath for me, 

And twine it of the cypress-tree. 

Yes! twine for me the cypress hough ; 
But, 0 Matilda, twine not now ! 

Stay till a few brief months are past, 

And I have look’d and loved my hint I 
When villagers my shroud bestrew 
With panzies, rosemary, and rue, — 

Then, Lady, weave a wreath for me, 

And weave it of the cypress-tree. 

XIV. 

O’Neale observed the starting tear. 

And spoke with kind and blithesome cheer-— 
No, noble Wilfrid ! ere the day 
When mourns the land thy silent lay, 

Shall many a wreath be freely wove 
By band of friendship and of love. 

I would not wish that rigid Fate 
Had doom’d thee to a captive’s state. 

Whose hands are bound by honour’s law, 
Who wears a sword he must not draw ; 

But were it so, in minstrel pride 
The land together would we ride, 

On prancing steeds, lilie harpers oM, 

Bound for the halls of barons bold,'’* 

Each lover of the lyre we’d seek, 

From Michael’s Mount to Skiddavv ',3 
Peak, 

Survey -Rild Albin’s mountain strand. 

And roam green Erin’s lovely land, 

While thou the gentler souls should mov 
With lay of pity and of love, 


here just ask Mr. Scott, whether this would not be actual in- 
fernal and intolerable torture to a man who had any soul ? 
Why, then, make his heroine even the unwilling cause of such 
misery ? Matilda had talked of twining a wreath for her pcjct 
of holly green and lily guy, and he sings, broken-hearted, * The 
Cypress Wreath.’ We have, however, inserted this as one ot 
the best of Mr. Scott’s songs.”— RiHUcw. 

fi MS.— I would not wish thco | } degree 

So lost to hope as falls to rno ; 

““Hifthouwt. )““”«rdpr.ae 
The land we’d traverse side by side. 

On prancing steeds, like minstrels old. 

Bound for 

That sought tho of I'atoi.s bold- 




EOKEBY/ 329 


And Ij thy mate, in rougher strain. 
Would sing of war and warriors slain. 

Old England’s bards were vanquish’d 
then. 

And Scotland’s vaunted Hawthornden,^ 
And, silenced on lernian shore, 
M'^Curtin’s harp should charm no more 
In lively mood he spoke, to wile 
From Wilfrid’s woe- worn cheek a smile. 

XY. 

But,” said Matilda, ere thy name, 
Good Redmond, gain its destined fame, 
Say, wdlt thou kindly deign to call 
Thy brother-minstrel to the hall ? 

Bid all the household, too, attend. 

Each in his rank a humble friend ; 

1 know their faithful hearts will grieve. 
When their poor Mistress takes her lern'e ; 
So let the horn and beaker flow 
To mitigate tlieir parting woe.” 

The harper came -in youth’s first prime 
Himself ; in mode of olden time 
His garb was fashion’d, to express 
The ancient English minstrel’s dress, ^ 

A seemly gown of Kendal green. 

With gorget closed of silver sheen ; 

His harp in silken scarf was slung, 

And by his side an anlace hung. 

It seem’d some masquer’s quaint array, 
For revel or for holiday. 

XYL 

Ee made obeisance with a free 
Yet studied air of courtesy. 

Each look and accent, framed to please, 
Seem’d to affect a playful ease 5 
His face was of that doubtful kind, 

That wins the eye, but not the mind ; 

Yet harsh it seem’d to deem amiss 
Of brow so young and smooth as this. 

His was the subtle look and sly, 

That, spying all, seems nought to spy ; 
Round all the group Ms glances stole, 
Unmark’d themselves, to mark the whole. 
Yet sunk beneath Matilda’s look, 

Noi* could the eye of Redmond brook.'* 

To the suspicious, or the old. 

Subtile and dangerous and bold 
Had seem’d this self-invited guest ; 

But young our lovers,—and the rest, 


1 Drummond of Hawthornden was in the zenith of his repu- 
tation as a poet during the Civil W ars. He died in 1649. 

2 See Appendix, Note 3 E. ® Ihid, Note 3 P. 

^ MS.— Nor could keen Redmond’s aspect brook.” 

s Game blindfold to tlie Castle-ball, 

As if to bear her funeral pall.” 

6 “ But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an 
evil spirit from tlie Lord troubled him. 


Wrapt in their sorrow and their fear 
At parting of their Mistress dear, 
Tear-blinded to the Castle-hall,^ 

Came as to bear her funeral pall. 

XYII. 

All that expression base was gone, 

When waked the guest his minstrel tone ; 
It fled at inspiration’s call, 

As erst the demon filed from Saul.® 

More noble glance he cast around, 

More free-drawn breath inspired the sound, 
His pulse beat bolder and more higli, 

In all the pride of minstrelsy 1 
Alas ! too soon that pride was o’er. 

Sunk with the lay that ba«le it soar 1 
His soul resumed, with habit’s chain, 

Its rices wild and follies vain, 

And gave the talent, with him born. 

To be a common curse and scorn. 

Such was the youth whom Rokeby’s Maid, 
With condescending kindness, pray’d 
Here to renew the strains she loved. 

At distance heard and well approved . 

XYIII. 

THE HARP. 

1 was a \rild and wayw’ard bay. 

My childhood scorn’d each childish toy, 
Retired from all, reserved and coy, 

To musing prone, 

I woo’d my solitary joy, 

My Harp alone. 

My youth, with bold Ambition’s mood, 
Despised the humble stream and wood, 
Where my poor father’s cottage stood, 

To fame unknown ; — 

What should ray soaring views make good ? 
My Harp alone ! 

Love came with all his frantic fire, 

And wild romance of vain desire 
The baron’s daughter heard my lyre, 

And praised the tone ; — 

What could presumptuous hope inspire? 

My Harp alone I 

At manhood’s touch the bubble burst, 

And manhood’s pride the vision curst, 


And Saul said unto bis servants, Provide me now a man 
that can play well, and bring him to me. And it came to pass, 
when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took 
an harp, and played mth his hand : So Saul was refreshed, 
and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.”— 1 
Samuel, chap. xvi. 14, 17> 23. 

7 MS.— Love came, with all his ardent fire, 

His frantic dream, his wild desir».“ 
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And all that tea mj folly nursod 

Love’s sway to own ; 

Yet spared the spell that lull’d me first, 

My Harp alone! 

Woo came with war, and want with woe; 

And it was mine to undergo 
Each outrage of the rebel foe 
Can aught atone 

My fields laid waste, my cot laid low? 

My Harp alone ! 

Ambition’s dreams I’ve seen depart. 

Have rued of penury the smart, 

Have felt of love the venom ’d dart, 

When hope w'as fiowm ; 

Yet rests one solace to my heart,—’ 

My Harp alone ! 

Then over mountain, moor, and hill, 

My faithful Harp, ni hear thee still ; 

And when this life of 'want and ill 
Is wellnigh gone, 

Thy strings mine elegy shall thrill, 

My Harp alone ! 

: XIX.' 

•• A pleasing lay ! ” Matilda said ; 

But Harpooi shook his old grey head, 

And took his baton and his torch. 

To seek his guard-room in the porch. 

Edmund observed ; with sudden change, 

Among the strings his fingers range, 

Until they waked a holder glee 
Of military melody ; 

Then paused amid the martial sound, 

And look’d with well-feign’d fear around 
« None to this noble house belong,” 

He said, "that would a Minstrel wrong, 

Whose fate has been, through good and ill, 

To love his Royal Master still ; 

And with your honour’d leave, would fain 
Rejoice you with a loyal strain,” 

Then, as assured by sign and look, 

The warlike tone again he took ; 

And Harpooi stopp’d, and turn’d to hear 
A ditty of the Cavalier. 

XX. 

^0ns. 

THE CAVALIER. 

I?iTiile the dawn on the mountain was misty and grey, 
My true love has mounted his steed and away 


J MS.— And doom’d at once to undergo. 

Each varied outrage of the foe.” 

2 MS.—** And looking timidly around.” 

a MS. ** of proud London town, 

That the North has brave nobles to fight for the 
Crown.” 

* la the MS., the last quatrain of this song is, 


Over hill, over valley, o’er dale, and o er down ; 
Heaven shield the brave Gallant that fights Ibr the 
Crown! 

He has doff’d the silk doublet the breast-plate to bear. 
He has placed the steel-cap o’er his long flowing hair, 
From his belt to his stirrup his broadsword hang.s 
down,— 

Heaven shield the brave Gallant that fights for the 
Crown ! 

For the rights of fiiir England that broadsword he 
■ draws, ^ ' 

Her King is his leader, her Church is his cause ; 

His watehward is honour, his pay is renown, — 

God strike with the Gallant that strikes for the Crown ! 

Tliey may boast of their Fairfax, their Walter, and all 
The roundheaded rebels of Westminster Hall; 

But tell these bold traitors of London’s proud town, 
That the spears of the North have encircled the 
Crown.® 

There’s Derby and Cavendish, dread of their foes ; , 
There’s Erin’s high Ormond, and Scotland’s Montrose ! 
Would you match the base Skippon, and Massey, and 
Brown, 

With the Barons of England, that fight for the Crown ? 

Now joy to the crest of the brave Cavalier ! 

Be his banner unconquer’d, resistless his spear, 

Till in peace and in triumph his toils he may drown, 
In a pledge to fair England, her Church, and her 
Cro'wn.'* 

XXL 

Alas !” Matilda said, ^Hhat strain, 

Good harper, now is heard in vain ! 

The time has been, at such a sound, 

When Rokeby’s vassals gather’d round, 

An hundred manly hearts would, bound ; 

But now the stirring verse w'e hear, 

Like tnimp in dying soldier’s ear ! ^ 

Listless and sad the notes we own, 

The power to answer them is flown. 

Yet not without his meet applause, 

Be he that sings the rightful cause, 

Even when the crisis of its fate 
To human eye seems desperate. 

While Rokeby’s Heir such power retains, 

Let this slight guerdon pay thy pains : — 

And, lend thy harp; I fain would try, 

If my poor skill can aught supply, 


** If they boast that fair Reading by trcacbexy fell, 

Of Stratton and Lansdoune the Cornish can tell, 

And the North tell of Brambam and Adderton Down, 
Where God bless the brave gallants who fought for the 
Crown.” 

5 But now it sinks upon the ear, 

Like dirge heside a hero’s bier.” 






Are yet I leave my fathera’ hall. 

To mourn the cause in which we fall.” 

XXII. 

The harper, with a downcast look, 

And trembling hand, her bounty took. — . 
As yet, the conscious pride of art 
Had steel’d him in his treacherous part ; 

A powerful spring, of force unguess’d, 
That hath each gentler mood suppress’d, 
And reign’d in many a human breast; 
From his that plans the red campaign. 

To his that wastes the woodland reign. 

The failing vdng, the blood-shot eye,— ^ 
The sportem&n marks with apathy, 

Each feeling of his victim’s ill 
Drown’d in his own successful skill. 

The veteran, too, who now no more 
Aspires to head the battle’s roar,^ 

Loves still the triumph of his art, 

And traces on the pencill’d chart 
Some stern invader’s destined way, 
Through blood and ruin, to his prey ; 
Patriots to death, and towns to flame, 

He dooms, to raise another’s name, 

And shares the guilt, though not the fame. 
What pays him for his span of time 
Spent in premeditating crime 1 

against pity arms liis heart ? — 

It is the conscious pride of art/’* 

XXIII. 

But principles in Edmund’s mind 
Were baseless, vague, and undefined. 

His soul, lilse bark with rudder lost, 

On Passion’s changeful tide was tost ; 

Nor Yice nor Virtue had the power 
Beyond the impression of the hour ; 

And, O ! when Passion rules, how rare 
The hours that fall to Virtue’s share ! 

Yet now she roused her— -for the pride, 
That lack of sterner guilt supplied, 

Could scarce support Mm w'hen arose 
The lay that mourned Matilda’s woes. 

THE FAREWELL. 

The sound of Rokeby’s woods I hear, 
They mingle with the song : 

Dark Grreta’s voice is in mine ear, 

I must not hear them long, 
l^rom every loved and native haunt 
The native Heir must stray, 


ROKEBY. 

And, like a ghost wdiom sunbeams daunt. 
Must part before the day. 


Soon from the halls my fathers rear'd, 
Their scutcheons may descend, 

A line so long beloved and fear'd 
May soon obscurely end. 

No longer here Matilda’s tone 
Shall bid those echoes sw'ell; 

Yet shall they hear her proudly own 
The cause in which we fell. 

The Lady paused, and then again 
Resumed the lay in loftier strain."* 

XXIV. 

Let our halls and towers decay, 

Be our name and line forgot, 

Lands and manors pass away, — 

We but share our Monarch’s loL 
If no more our annals show 
Battles won and banners taken. 

Still in death, defeat, and woe. 

Ours be loyalty unshaken 1 

Constant still in danger’s hour, 

Princes owm’d our fathei’s’ aid ; 

Lands and honours, w’ealth and powei,® 
Well their loyalty repaid. 

Perish wealth, and power, and pride ! 

Mortal boons by mortals given ; 

But let Constancy abide, — 

Constancy ’s the gift of Heaven. 

XXV. 

While thus Matilda’s lay was heard, 

A thousand thoughts in Edmund stirr’d 
In peasant life he might have known 
As fair a face, as sweet a tone ; 

But \dllage notes could ne’er supply 
That rich and varied melody ; 

And ne’er in cottage-maid was seen 
The easy dignity of mien, 

Claiming respect, yet waging state, 

That marks the daughters of the great. 
Yet not, perchance, had these alone 
His scheme of pm*posed guilt o’erthrovm ; 
But while her energy of mind 
Superior rose to griefs combined, 

Lending its kindling to her eye, 

Giving her form new majesty, — 

To Edmund’s thought Matilda seem’d 
The very object he had dream’d ; 


1 MS. — “ Miixkintif, with sportive cruelty, 

The failing wing, the blood-shot eye.” 

2 I.IS.— The veteran chief, whose broken age, 

No more can lead the battle’s rage.” 

“ Surely, no poet has ever paid a finer tribiite to the power 
of his art, than in the foregoing description of its effects on the 


mind of this unhappy boy ! and none has ever more justly ap- 
preciated the worthlessness of the sublimest genius, unre- 
strained by reason, and abandoned by virtue.”— CriMcaZ Re^ 
view. 

A This couplet is not in the MS. 

5 MS.—*' Knightly titles, wealth and power.” 
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When, long ere guilt his soul had known, 

In Winston bowers he mused alone, 

Taxing his fancy to eomhine 
The face, the air, the voice divine, 

Of princess fair, by cruel fate 

Keft of her honours, power, and state, ^ 

Till to her rightful realm restored 
By destined hero’s conquering sword. 

XX¥I. 

Such was my vision 1” Edmund thought; 
And have I, then, the min wrought 
Of such a maid, that fancy ne’er 
In fairest vision form’d her peerl 
Was it my hand that could unclose 
The postern to her mthless foes 1 
Foes, lost to honour, law, and faith, 

Their kindest mercy sudden death I 
Have I done this ? 1 1 who have swore, 

That if the globe such angel bore, 

I would have traced its circle broad, 

To kiss the ground on which she trode I — 
And now— O I would that earth would rive, 
And close upon me while alive 1^ — 

Is there no hope? Is all then lost? — 

Bertram’s already on his post 1 

Even now, beside the Hall’s arch’d door, 

I saw his shadow cross the floor ! 

He was to wait my signal strain— 

A little respite thus we gain : 

By what I heard the menials say, 

Young WycMe’s troop are on their way— 
Alarm precipitates the Crime I 
My harp must wear away the time.” — 
And then, in accents faint and low, 

He falter’d forth a tale of woe.® 

XXVII. 

SSairaU. 

And whither w^ould you lead me, then 
Quoth the Friar of orders grey; 

And the Ruffians twain replied again, 

By a dying wuman to pray.” — 

" I see,” he said, a lovely sight, 

A sight bodes little barm, 

A lady as a lily bright, 

With an infant on her arm.”— 

Then do thine office, Friar grey, 

And see thou shrive her free?® 

Else shall the sprite, that parts to-night. 
Fling all its guilt on thee. 


Let mass be said, and trentrals read* 

When thou’rt to convent gone. 

And bid the bell of St. Benedict 
Toll out its deepest tone.” 

The shrift is done, the Friar is gone, 
Blindfolded as he came— 

N ext morning, all in Littlecot Hall 
Were weeping for their dame. 

Wild Darrell is an alter’d man. 

The village crones can tell ; 

He looks pale as clay, and strives to pray, 

If he hears the convent bell. 

If prince or peer cross Darrell’s way, 

He’ll bdard him in his pride — 

If he meet a Friar of orders grey, 

He droops and turns aside.^ 

xxvm. 

Harper! methinks thy magie lays,” 
Matilda said, can goblins raise ! 

Wellnigh my fancy can discern, 

Near the dark porch, a visage stern ; 

E’en now, in yonder shadowy nook, 

I see it ! — Redmond, Wilfrid, look 1 — 

A human form distinct and clear— 

God, for thy mercy I— It draws near!” 

She saw too true. Stride after stride, 

The centre of that chamber wide 
Fierce Bertram gain’d; then made a 
stand. 

And, proudly waving with his hand, 
Thunder’d— Be still, upon your lives !— 
He bleeds who speaks, he dies who strives.” 
Behind their chief, the robber crew 
Forth from the darken’d portal drew 
In silence — save that echo dread 
Return’d their heavy measured tread.® 

The lamp’s uncertain lustre gave 

Their arms to gleam, their plumes to wave ; 

File after file in order pass. 

Like forms on Banquo’s mystic glass. 

Then, halting at their leader’s sign, 

At once they form’d and curved their 
line, 

Hemming within its crescent drear 
Their victims, like a herd of deer. 

Another sign, and to the aim 
Levell’d at once their muskets came, 

As waiting but their chieftain’s word, 

To make their fatal volley heard. 


1 MS.—** Of some fair prmcess of Tomance, 
The guerdon of a hero's lance.” 

» Tne MS. has not this couplet, 
a MS,—** And see thy shrift be true, 

Else shall the soul, that parts fo-rfag/. 
Fling all its guilt on you.” 


4 See Appendix, Note 3 G-,— [to which the author, in his in- 
terleaved copy, has made considerable additions.— -Kn. ] 

6 MS. — “ Behind him came his savage crew. 

File after file in order due ; 

Silent from that dark portal pass. 

Like forms on Banquo’s magic glass," 
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XXIX. , , . ’ 

Distinguish’d by the paly red 


Back in a heap the menials drew ; 

The lamps in dim reflection shed,® 

i W' 

Yet, even in mortal terror, true. 

While all beside in wan moonlight 


' Their pale and startled group oppose 

Each grated casement glimmer’d whit®. 

' W' 

r-"; ' ■ ' Between Matilda and the foes. 

No sight of harm, no sound of ill, 


0, haste thee, Wilfrid!” Redmond cried ; 

It is a deep and midnight still. 


Undo that wicket by thy side ! 

Who look’d upon the scene, had guess'd 

' S' 

Bear hence Matilda ^~gain the wood— 

All in the Castle were at rest: 


The pass may he a wdiile made good— 

When sudden on the windows shone 

‘ i# 

1 Thy band, ere this, must sure be nigh — 

A lightning flash. Just seen and gone 


J 0 speak not— dally not — but fly!” 

A shot is heard — Again the flame 


While yet the crowd their motions hide, 

Flash’d tMck and fast — a volley came ! ^ 

M 

Through the low wicket door they glide. 

Then echo’d wildly, from within, 


Through vaulted passages they wind, 

Of shout and scream the mingled din, 


In Gothic intricacy twined ; 

And weapon-clash and maddening cry, 


/Wilfrid half led, and half he bore, 

Of those who kill, and those w^ho die I — 


Matilda to the postern-door, 

As fill’d the Hall with sulphurous smoke. 


And safe beneath the forest tree, 

More red, more dark, the death-flash broke ; 

: IS 

The Lady stands at liberty. 

And forms were on the lattice cast, 

'u. 

The moonbeams, the fresh gale’s caress. 

That struck, or struggled, as they past. 


Renew’d suspended consciousness ; — 



Where’s Redmond ? ” eagerly she cries : 

XXXIL 


‘‘ Thou aiiswer’st not— he dies I he dies ! 

What sounds upon the midnight wind 


i And thou hast left him, all bereft 

Approach so rapidly behind 2 

: m 

Of mortal aid — with murderers left ! 

It is, it is, the tramp of steeds, 

^■1 

I know it well — ^he would not yield 

Matilda hears the sounds she speeds, 

t »/ 

His sword to man — his doom is seal’d I 

Seizes upon the leader’s rein — 

S’ 

For my scorn’d life, which thou hast bought 

0, haste to aid, ere aid be vMn ! 

1 

At price of his, I thank thee not.” 

Fly to the postern— gain the Hall!” 

^,'i B, 


From saddle spring the troopers all 

® 

XXX. 

Their gallant steeds, at liberty, 

m 

The unjust reproach, the angry look, 

Run wild along the moonlight lea. 

■ * 

The heart of Wilfrid could not brook. 

But, ere they burst upon the scene, 

■ w 

Lady,” he said, “my band so near, 

Full stubborn had the conflict been. 


In safety thou mayst rest thee here. 

When Bertram mark’d Matilda’s flight, 

' ' i- 

For Redmond’s death thou shalt not mourn, 

It gave the signal for the fight ; 

[j'. i i 

If mine can buy his safe return.” 

And Rokeby’s veterans, seam’d with scars 

i i 

He turn’d away— his heart throbb’d high, 

Of Scotland’s and of Erin’s wars, 

'■ t 

The tear was bursting from his eye ; 

Their momentary panic o’er, 

i 

The sense of her injustice press’d 

Stood to the arms which then they bore ; 

ij 

1 Upon the Maid’s distracted breast, — 

(For they were w’capon’d, and prepared® 

1 : K 

1 “ Stay, Wilfrid, stay! all aid is vain I” 

Their Mistress on her way to guard.) 

' 

He heard, but turn’d Mm not again ; 

Then cheer’d them to the fight O’Neaic, 


i He reaches now the postern-door. 

Then peal’d the shot, and clash’d the 

li wm 

j Now enters — and is seen no more. 

steel; 

If 


The war-smoke soon with sable breath 


XXXI. 

Darken’d the scene of blood and death. 


With all the agony that e’er 

While on the few defenders close » 

' s 

Was gender’d t’wixt suspense and fear. 

The Bandits, with redoubled blow's, 

M 

; She watch’d the line of windows tall,^ 

And, twice driven back, yet fierce and fell 

"i, B' 

> Whose Gothic lattice lights the Hall, 

Renew the charge with frantic yell.'^ 

" 1 

1 1 MS. — “ Conduct Matilda,” dec. 

4 MS.— “ A brief short flash,” &:c. 

III 

' s MS.—' ■ Matilda, shrouded by the trees, 

5 MS.— “ ‘ JSTfWfc to— po.stern— gain the Hall r 


1 The line of lofty windows sees.” 

Sprung from their steeds the troopers all ** 

\i ii* 

a MS. — “ The dying lamps reflection shed, 


1 V;- 

While all around the moon’s wan light. 

6 MS.— “ For as it hap’d they were prepared.. ” 


‘ On tower and casement glimmer’d white , 

7 In place of this couplet the MS. reads.— 

Ml 

No sights bode harm, no sounds bode ill, 

“ And as the hall the troopcM gam. 


, It is as calm as midnight stilL” , 

Their aid had wellniqh been in vain," 

M 



!| 

f'f 
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XXXIIl. 

Wilfrid has fairn— but o’er him stood 
Young Redmond, soil’d with smoke and blood, 
Cheering his mates with heart and hand 
Still to make good their desperate stand. 

Up, comrades, up ! In Holaby halls 
Ne’er be it said our courage falls. 

What 1 faint ye for their savage cry, 

Or do the smoke-wreaths daunt your eye? 

Tiiese rafters have return’d a shout 
As loud at Rokeby’s wassail rout, 

As thick a smoke these hearths have given 
At Hallow-tide or Christmas-even J 
Stand to it yet ! renew the fight. 

For Rokeby’s and IMatilda’s right! 

These slaves! they dare not, hand to 
hand, 

Bide buffet from a true man’s brand.” 

’ Impetuous, active, fierce, and young. 

Upon the advancing foes he sprung. 

Woe to the wTeteh at w^hom is bent 
His brandish’d falchion’s sheer descent ! 
Backward they scatter’d as he came, 

Like wolves before the levin flame, ^ 

When, ’mid their howling conclave driven, 
Hath glanced the thund|rbolt of heaven. 
Bertram rush’d on — but Harpool clasp’d® 

His knees, although in death he gasp’d, 

His failing corpse before him flung, 

And round the trammell’d ruffian clung. 

Just then, the soldiers fill’d the dome, 

And, shouting, charged the felons home 
Bo fiercely, that, in panic dread, 

They broke, they yielded, fell, or fled.^ 
Bertram’s stern voice they heed no more. 
Though heard above the battle’s roar ; 

While, trampling down the dring man, 

He strove, with volley’d threat and ban, 

In scorn of odds, in fate’s despite, 

To rally up the desperate fight.^ 

XXXIY. 

Soon murkier clouds the Hall enfold, 

I’lian e’er from battle- thunders roll’d 
So dense, the combatants scarce know 
Ib aim or to avoid the blow'. 

Smothering and blindfold grows the fight— 

But soon shall dawn a dismal light 1 
Mid cries, and clashing arms, there came 
The hollow sound of rushing flame ; 


J Sfe Appendix, Notes H. 

s MS.— “ Like wolves at lightning’s midnight flame.” 

3 MS.— “ Bertram had faced him ; while he gasp’d 
In death, his knees old Harjjool clasp’d, 

His dying corpse before him flung.” 

* MS.—" So fiercely charged them that they bled. 
Disbanded, yielded, fell, or fled.” 

S MS.—" To rally them against their fate, 

And fought himself tis desperate.” 


New horrors on the tumult dire 
Arise — the Castle is on fire 
Doubtful, if chance had east the brand, 

Or frantic Bertram’s desperate hand. 
Matilda saw— for frequent broke 
From the dim casements gusts of smoke. 
Yon tower, which late so clear defined 
On the fair hemisphere reclined, 

That, pencilTd on its azure pure, 

The eye could count each embrazure, 

Now, swath’d within the sweeping cloud, 
Seems giant-spectre in his shroud ; 

Till, from each loop-hole flashing light, 

A spout of fire shines ruddy bright, 

And, gathering to nnited glare, 

Streams high into the midnight air ; 

A dismal beacon, far and wide 
That waken’d Greta’s slumbering side.^ 
Soon all beneath, through gallery long, 
And pendant arch, the fire flash’d strong, 
Snatching whatever could maintain, 

Raise, or extend, its furious I'cign ; 
Startling, with closer cause of dread, 

The females who the conflict fled, 

And now rush’d forth upon the plain, 
Filling the air with clamours vain. 

XXXT. 

But ceased not yet, the Hall within, 

The shriek, the shout, the carnage-din, 

Till bursting lattices give proof ® 

The flames have caught the rafter’d roof. 
What I wait they till its beams amain 
I Crash on the slayers and tlie slain ? 
i The alarm is caught— the drawbridge fulls, 
; The warriors hurry from the walls, 

But, by the conflagration’s light, 

Upon the lawn renew the fight. 

Each struggling felon down was hew’d, 
Not one could gain the sheltering wood ; 
But forth the affrighted harper sprung, 
And to Matilda’s robe he clung. 

Her shriek, entreaty, and command, 
Stopp’d the pursuer’s lifted hand.® 

Denzii and lie alive were ta’en ; 

The rest, save Bertram, all are slain. 

XXXVI. 

And where is Bertram? — Soaring higiri® 
The general flame ascends the sky ; 


6 MS.—" Chance-kindled ’mid. the tumult dire, 

The 'western tower is all on Are. 

Matilda saw,” &:c. 

7 The MS. has not this couplet. 

a MS.—" The glowing lattices give proof.” 

® MS.—*' Her shrieks, entreaties, and commands, 
Avail’d to stop pursuing brands. ” 

10 MS.—** Where ’s Bertram now? In fury driven, 
The general flame ascends to heaven ; 
The gather’d groups of .soldiers gaxe 
Upon the re<I and roaring biaac.” 
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Jn gather’d group the soldiers gaze 
Upon the broad and roaring blaze. 

When, like infernal demon, sent, 

Kod from his penal element. 

To plague and to pollute the air, — 

1 fis face all gore, on fire his hair, 

Forth from the central mass of smoke 
The giant form of Bertram broke ! 

I Hs brandish’d sword on high he rears, 
Then plunged among opposing spears ; 
Hound his left arm his mantle truss’d, 
Iteceivod and foil’d three lances’ thnist ; 
Nor these his headlong course withstood, 
Like reeds he snapp’d the tough ash-wood. 
In vain his foes around him clung ; 

With matchless force aside he flung 
Their boldest, — as the bull, at bay, 

Tosses tlic* ban-dogs from his way, 

Through forty foes his path ho made, 

And safely gain’d the foi’est glade. 

XXXTIL 

Scarce was this final conliict o’er. 

When from the postern Redmond boro 
Wilfrid, who, as of life bereft, 

Had in the fatal Hall been leffc,^ 

Deserted there by all his train ; 

But Redmond saw, and turn’d again. — 
Beneath an oak he laid liini down, 

That in the !,)iaze gleam'’d ruddy brown, 
And then his mantle’s clasp undid; 
oMatilda held his drooping head, 

Till, given to breathe the freer air, 
.Returning life repaid their care. 

He gazed on them with heavy sigh, — 

“ 1 could have wish’d even thus to die I” 
Ko more he said — for now witli speed 
Each trooper had regain’d his steed ; 

The ready palfreys stood array’d. 

For Redmond and for Rokehy’s Maid ; 

Two Wiifridi on his horse sustain, 

One leads his charger by the rein. 

But oft Matilda look’d behind, 

As up the Vale of Tees they vrind, 

Where far the mansion of her sires 
Beacon’d the dale with midnight fires. 

In gloomy arch above them spread, 

The clouded heaven lower’d bloody red ; 
Beneath, in so^ohre light, the flood 
Appear’d to roll in waves of blood. 

Then, one by one, was heard to fall 
The tower, the donjon-keep, the hall. 


Each rushing down wth thunder sound, ■ 
A space the conflagration drown’d ; 

Till, gathering strength, again it rose, 
Announced its triumph in its close, 

Shook wide its light the landscape o’er. 
Then sunk — and Rokehy was no more I ^ 




CANTO SIXTH. 


The summer sun, whose early power 
Was wont to gild Matilda’s bower, 

And rouse her with his matin ray* 

Her duteous orisons to pay, — 

That morning sun has three times scon 
The flowers unfold on Rokehy green, 

But sees no more the slumbers fly 
From fair Matilda’s hazel eye ; 

That morning sun has three times hrolni 
On Rokeby’s glades of e'Jia and oak, 

But, rising from their silvan screen, 

Marks no grey turrets glance between. 

A shapeless mass lie keep and tower, 

That, hissing to the morning shower, 

Can but with smouldering vapour pay 
The early smile of summer day. 

The peasant, to his labour bound, 

Pauses to view the blacken’d mound, 
Striving, amid the ruin’d space. 

Each well-remember’d spot to trace. 

That length of frail and fire-scorch’d wall 
Once screen’d the hospitable hall ; 

When yonder broken arch was whole, 
’Tw’as there w^as dealt the weekly dole ; 
And where yon tottering columns nod, 
The chapel sent the hymn to God.— 

So flits the world’s uncertain span ! 

Nor zeal for God, nor love for man, 

Gives mortal monuments a date 
Beyond the power of Time and Fate. 

The towers must share the builder’s doom , 
Ruin is theirs, and his a tomb ; 

But better boon benignant Heaven 
To Faith and Charity has given, 


• The MS. wautfj tins couplet. 

s MS.— In vain the opposing spears withstood.” 

3 MS,— Had in the smouldering hall been left.” 

A “ The castle on fire has an awful sublimity, which would 
throw at ahiimble distance the boldest reaches of the pictorial 


art. . , . We refer our readers to Virgil’s ships, or to his 
Troy in flames ; and though the Virgilian pictures be drawn 
on a very extensive canvass, with confidence, we assert, that 
the castle on fire is much more magnificent. It is, in tmtli* 
incomparably grand.'*— Critic, 

6 MS. “ glancing ray.” 
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And bids the Christian hope subUme 
Transcend the bounds of Fate and Time.^ 

11 . 

Now the third night of summer came, 

Since that which witness’d Rokeby’s flame. 
On Brignall clitfs and Scargill brake 
The owlet’s homilies awake. 

The bittern scream’d from rush and flag. 

The raven slumber’d on his crag, 

Forth from his den the otter drew,--™ 
Grayling and trout their tyrant knew', 

As between reed and sedge he peers. 

With fierce round snout and sharpen’d ears/ 
Or, prowling by the moonbeam cool, 

Watches the stream or swims the pool 
Perch’d on his w'onted eyrie high. 

Sleep seal’d the tercelet’s wearied eye, 

That all the day had watch’d so well 
The cushat dart across the dell. 

In dubious beam reflected shone 
That lofty cliff of pale grey stone, 

Beside whose base the secret cave 
To rapine late a refuge gave. 

The crag’s wild crest of copse and yew 
On Greta’s breast dark shadows threw ; 
Shadows that met or shunn’d the sight, 
With every change of fitful light ; 

As hope and fear alternate chase 
Our course through life’s uncertain race. 

m. 

Gliding by crag and copsewood green, 

A solitary form was seen 

To trace with stealthy pace the wold, 

like fox that seeks the midnight fold, 

And pauses oft, and cowers dismay’d, 

At every breath that stirs the shade. 

He passes now the i\7 bush, — 

The owl has seen him, and is hush ; 

He passes now the dodder’d oak, — 

Ye heard the startled raven croak ; 

Lower and lower he descends, 

Rustle the leaves, the brushwood bends ; 

The otter hears him tread the shore, 

And dives, and is beheld no more ; 

And by the cliff of pale grey stone 
The midnight wanderer stands alone. 
Methinks, that by the moon we trace 
A well-remember’d form and face ! 

That stripling shape, that cheek so pale, 
Combine to tell a rueful tale, 


i MS,— “ And bids our hopes ascend sublime 

Beyond the bounds of Fate and Time.”— 

** Faithj prevailing o’er bis sullen doom, 

As bursts the mom on night’s unfathom’d gloom. 
Lured his dim eye to deathless hope sublime. 
Beyond the realms of nature and of time.” 

Campbull. 


Of powers misused, of passion’s force. 

Of guilt, of grief, and of remorse ! 

’Tis Edmund’s eye, at every sound 
That flings that guilty glance around ; 

’Tis Edmund’s trembling haste divides 
The brushv/o^d that the cavern hides ; 

And, when its narrow porch lies bare,® 

’Tis Edmund’s form that enters there. 

His flint and steel have sparkled briglit, 

A lamp hath lent the cavern light. 

Fearful and quick his eye surveys 
Each angle of the gloomy maze. 

Since last he left that stern abode, 

It seem’d as none its floor had trodc ; 

TJntouch’d appear’d the various spoil, 

The purchase of his comrades’ toil ; 

Masks and disguises grim’d with mud, 

Arms broken and defiled with blood, 

And all the nameless tools that aid 
Night-felons in their lawless trade, 

Upon the gloomy walls were hung, 

Or lay in nooks obscurely flung."* 

Still on the sordid board appear 
The relics of the noontide cheer : 

Flagons and emptied flasks were there,* 

And bench o’erthrown, and shatter’d cliait’ ; 
And all around the semblance show’d, 

As when the final revel glow’d, 

When the red sun was setting fast, 

And parting pledge Guy Denzil past. 

« To Rokeby treasure-vaults 1 ” they quaff’d. 
And shouted loud and wildly laugh’d, 

Pour’d maddening from the rocky door, 

And parted— to return no more I 

They found in Rokeby vaults their doom,— 

A bloody death, a burning tomb ! 

V. 

There his own peasant dress he spies, 

Doff’d to assume that quaint disguise ; 

And, shuddering, thought upon his glee, 
"When prank’d in garb of minstrelsy. 

0, be the fatal art accurst,” 

He cried, that moved my folly first ; 

Till, bribed by bandits’ base applause, 

I burst through God’s and Nature’s laws I 
Three summer days are scantly past 
Since I have trod this cavern last, 

A thoughtless w'retch, and prompt to err— 
But, 0, as yet no murderer 1 


2 The MS. has not tins coujjlet. 

3 MS ** sally-port lies bare.” 

4 MS.— “ Or on the floors disordered flung.” 

5 MS.— “ Seats overthro'wn and flagons drain’d. 

Still on the cavern floor remain’d. 

And all the cave that semblance bvro, 
It allow’d when late tlic revel wor«,’' 
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Even now I list my comrades’ cheer, 

That general laugh is in mine ear. 

Which raised my pulse and steel’d my heart, 
As I rehearsed my treacherous part — 

And would that all since then could seem 
The phantom of a fever’s dream ! 

But fatal Memory notes too well 

The horrors of the dying yell 

From my despairing mates that broke. 

When flash’d the fire and roll’d the smoke ; 
When the avengers shouting came, 

And hemm’d us ’twixt the sword and flame ! 
My frantic flight, — the lifted brand, — 

That angel’s interposing hand ! 

If, for my life from slaughter freed, 

I yet could pay some gx’ateful meed ! 
iVirchance this object of my quest 
May aid” — he turn’d, nor spoke the rest. 


Duo northward from the ragged hearth, 

With paces five he metes the earth, 

Then toil’d v/ith mattock to explore 
The entrails of the cavern floor. 

Nor paused till, deep beneath the ground, 

His search a small steel casket found. 

Just as he stoop’d to loose its iiasp. 

His shoulder felt a giant grasp ; 

He started, and look’d up aghast, 

Then shriek’d ! — ’Twas Bertram held him last. 

Fear notl” he said; but who could heai* 
That deep stern voice, and cease to fear? 

‘‘ l^ear not I-r-By heaven, he shakes as much 
As partridge in the falcon’s clutch : ” — 

He raised him, and unloosed his hold, 

While from the opening casket roll ’d 
A chain and reliquaire of gold.^ 

Bertram beheld it with surprise, 

Crazed on its fasliion and device, 

Then, cheering Edmund as he could, 
Somewhat he smooth’d his rugged mood : 

For still the youth’s half-lifted eye 
Quiver’d with terror’s agony, 

And sidelong glanced, as to explore, 

In meditated flight, the door. 

Sit,” Bertram said, from danger free : 
Thou canst not, and thou shalt not, flee. 
Chance brings me hither ; hill and plain 
I’ve sought for refuge-place in vain.*^ 

And tell me now, thou aguish boy, 

What makest thou here? what means this 
toy? 

reiizil and thou, I mark’d, were ta’en ; 

W hat lucky chance unbound your chain ? 


■“ carcanet of gold.” 


« Tbe MS, adds 


* No surer shelter from the foe 
Thau what this cavern can hestow.” 


I deem’d, long since on Baliol’s tower, 

Your heads were warp’d with sun and showmA 
Tell me the whole — and, mark I nought e’er 
Chafes me like falsehood, or like fear.” 
Gathering his courage to liis aid. 

But trembling still, the youth obey’d. 


" Denzil and I two nights pass’d o’er 
In fetters on the dungeon floor. 

A guest the third sad morrow brought ; 

Our hold dark Osw^ald Wycliffe sought^^ 

And eyed my comrade long askance. 

With fix’d and penetrating glance. 

. ^ Guy Denzil art thou call’d?’ — The same.’— ■ 
^ At Court who serv’ed wild Buckinghame; 
Thence banish’d, won a keeper’s place, 

So Villiers wall’d, in Marwood-chasc ; 

That lost — 1 need not tell thee wdiy — 

Thou madest thy TOt thy wants supply, 

Then fought for Rokehy : — Have I guess’d 
My prisoner right?’ — At thy behest.' — ^ 

He paused a while, and then went on 
With low and confidential tone ; — 

Me, as I judge, not then he saw, 

Close nestled in my couch of straw, — 

‘ List to me, Guy. Thou know’st the great 
Have frequent need of what they hate ; 
Hence, in their favour oft we see 
Unscrupled, useful men like thee. 

"Were I disposed to bid thee live, 

What pledge of faith hast twiou to give ? 

VIIl. 

“ The ready Fiend, who never yet 
Hath failed to sharpen Dcnzil’s wit, 
Prompted his lie — ^ His only child 
Should rest his pledge.’ — The Baron smiled, 
And turn’d to me — ^ Thou art his soii ? ’ 

I bowed — our fetters were undone, 

And we were led to hear apart 
A dreadful lesson of Ms art. 

‘ Wilfrid, he said, his heir and son. 

Had fair Matilda’s favour won ; 

And long since had their union been, 

But for her father’s bigot spleen, 

Whose brute and blindfold party-rage 
Would, force per force, her hand engage 
To a base kern of Irish earth, 

Unknown his lineage and his birth, 

Save that a dying ruffian bore 
The infant brat to Rokeby door. 

Gentle restraint, he said, w’-ould lead 
Old Rokeby to enlarge his creed ; 


- — perched in sun and shower.” 

‘ With the third morn that baron old. 

Dark Oswald Wycliffe, sought the hold” 

‘ ‘ And last didst ride in Rokehy's baud. 
Art thou the man?’—' At thy commaii'i.*' 

y 
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But feir occasion lie must find 

For such restraint well-meant and hind, 

Tlic Knight being remierM to his charge 
But as a prisoner at largo. 

IX. 

Ho school’d us in a woil-forged tale, 

Of scheme the Castlo walls to scale, ^ 

To which was leagued each Cavalier 
That dwells upon the Tyne and Wear; 

That Eokeby, his parole forgot, 

Had dealt Vrith us to aid the plot. 

Such was the charge, which Denzil’s zeal 
Of hate to Roheby and O’Neale 
Proffer'd, as witness, to make good, 

Even though the forfeit were their blood. 

I scrupled, until o’er and o’er 
His prisoners’ safety Wycliffe swore ; 

And then— alas ! what needs there more ? 

I knew I should not live to say 
The proffer I refused that day ; 

Ashamed to live, yet loth to die, 

I soil'd me with their infamy 1”— 

Poor youth,” said Bertram, “ w'avering still, ^ 
Unfit alike for good or ill I 
But what fell next 1” — Soon as at large® 
Was scroll’d and sign’d our fatal charge, 

There never yet, on tragic stage, 

"Was seen so well a painted rage 
As Oswald’s show'd 1 With loud alarm 
He call’d his garrison to arm ; 

From tower to tower, from post to post, 

He hurried as if all were lost ; 

Consign'd to dungeon and to chain 
The good old Knight and all bis tram; 
Warn’d each suspected Cavalier, 

Within his limits, to appear 
To-morrow, at the hour of noon, 

In the high church of Egliston.” — 

X. 

Of Egliston ! — Even now I pass’d,” 
sSaid Bertram, “ as the night closed fast ; 
Torches and cressets gleam’d around, 

I heard the saw and hammer sound. 

And I could mark they toil’d to raise 
A scaffold, hung with sable baize, 


1 He school’d us then to tell a tale, 

Of plot the Castle walls to scale. 

To whidi had sworn eacli Cavalier.” 

s MS. — “ sore bestddJ 

Wavering alike in good and bad.’* 

a MS. 0, when at large 

Was scroll’d and sign’d our fatal charge, 
You never vet, on tragic stage, 

Beheld so well a painted rage.” 

* Alter this hue the MS. reads:— 

“ Although his soldiers snatch’d away. 

When in my very grasp, my prey.— 


\\Tiieli the grim headsman’s scone display’d, 
Block, axe, and sawdust ready laid. 

Some evil deed will there be done. 

Unless Matilda w'ed iii.s son ; — 

She loves him not— ’tis shrewdly gue.ys’d 
That Redmond rules the damsers breast. 

This is a turn of Oswald’s skill ; 

But I may meet, and foil him still ! ^ 

How earnest thou to thy freedom There 
Lies mystery more dark and rare. 

In midst of Wycliffe’s well-feign’d rage, 

A scroll was offer’d by a page, 

Who told, a muffled horseman late 
Had left it at the Castle-gate. 

He broke the seal — his cheek show’d change. 
Sudden, portentous, wild, and strange ; 

The mimic passion of his eye 
Was turn’d to actual agony; 

His band like summer sapling shook, 

Terror and guilt w'ere in his look. 

Denzil ho judged, in time of need, 

Fit counsellor for evil deed ; 

And thus apart his counsel broke. 

While with a ghastly smile he spoke : — 

■ XI. 

‘ As in the pageants of the stage, 

The dead awake in this wild age,® 

Mortham — ^v^’hom all men deem’d decreed 
In his own deadly snare to bleed, 

Slain by a bravo, whom, o’er sea, 

He train’d to aid in murdering me, — 
hlortham has ’scaped I The coward shot 
The steed, but harm’d the rider not.’ ” 

Here, with an execration fell, 

Bertram leap’d up, and paced the cell 
Thine owm grey head, or bosom dark,” 

He mutter’d, may be surer mark ! ” 

Then sat, and sign’d to Edmund, pale 
With terror, to re.sume his tale. 

W^ycliffe w’ent on: — Mark with wiiat 
flights 

Of wilder’d reverie lie writes 

“ ‘ Ruler of Mortliam’s destiny ! 

Though dead, thy victim lives to thee.7 


Edmund, bow cam’at thou free?”— “ 0 thc! js 
L ies mysteiy,” &c. 

5 MS. — “ The dead an'Si; in this wild age, 

Morlham— whom righteous heaven decreed 
Caught in his own fell snare to bleed.” 

6 “ ‘Morthain escaped— i/ai 

T/ie Jiorsc—huf harm'd the rider nut,* 
is truly laughable. How like the ddnuament of the Cuvenf 
Garden Tragedy ! in which the hero is supposed to liave been 
killed, but thus accounts for his escape, 

‘ I through the coat was, not the txuly, run 

]\hjnth!i/ lleenuo 

' MS.— “ Tiiough dead to all, he lives to KU'** 
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Oiiric had ho all that binds to life, 

A lovely (ddld, a lovcdior wife ; 

W'oalth, faitio, and IViendslii]), were his own — 
''I'hoii gavest the word, and they are flown. * 
Mark how he pays tht(3 : — To thy hand 
He yields his honours and bis land,^ 

One boon premised;' — lloslore lu’s child! 

And, from liis native land exiled, 

Mortham no more returns to claim 
His lands, his honours, or his name ; 

Kefuse him this, and from the slain 
Thou shalt see Mortham rise again.’ — > 

. . XII. 

This billet while the baron road, 

II is faltering aeeonts shtnv'd his dread; 

He press’d his forehead with his palm, 

'Ihen took a scornful tone and <‘aim; 

^ \\'ild as the winds, as billows wild! 

'What wot I of his spouse or chiicH 
Hither he bnaight a joyous dame, 

Unknown her lineage or her name: 

Her, in some frantie fit, he slew; 

The nurse and child in fear withdrew. 

Heaven be my witness! wist I wiioro 
’fo find this youth, my kinsmaii’'s heir, — 
UngnerdonM, I wtuild give with joy 
The lather’s arms to tbhl his bt»y, 

Ami Morthain’s lands and towers resign 
'I'n the just heirs of iMorthainV, ihic.’ — 

'J'liou kuow’st that scarcely e’en his fear 
Suppresses .Deuzifs cynic sneer ; — 

‘ Then ha])py is thy s part,’ 

Ho said, to ease his patron’s lieart! 

In thine owui jailer's watchi’u} care 
Lies Morthavifs just and rightful Iwii*; 

'j’hy generous wish is fully won, — 

Redmond U’Noaie is Mortham’s son." — 

X[IL 

Up starting with a fivjizied look, 

His clenched hand the Baron shook: 

^ Is Hell at work ? or dost thou rave, 

Or darest thou palter with me, slave ! 
Perchance thou woPst not, Barnard’s towers 
Have racks, of strange and ghastly powers.’ 
Denzil, who well his safety knew, 

Firmly rejoin’d, I tell thee true, 
liiy racks could give thee but to know 
The proofs, which I, untorturod, show. — 

H chanced upon a whiter night, 

^Vhcn early snow made fcaaninoro white. 

'fhat very night, when fh’st of all 
liedmond O’Nealc saw Rokeby-hali, 


* MS.— ■ furne, and happiness, his own — 

Thou gavcfet the word, and all is flown.” 
2 The MS. adds;™ 

“ Nay more, ore one day's eonr.se had run, 
j"h; rescued twice from death thy son. 

Mark he's demand.— J\c;iiore his child!” 


It was my goodly lot to gain 
A reliquary and a chain, 

Twisted and chased of massive gold. 

— Demand not how the prize I iioid ! 

It was not given, nor lent, nor sold. — 
Grilt tablets to the chain were hung, 

With letters in the Irish tongue. 

I hid my spoil, for there was need 
That I should leave the land with speed; 
Nor then I deem’d it safe to bear 
On mine own person gems so rare. 

Small heed I of the tablets took, 

But since have spell’d them by the book. 
When some sojourn in Erin’s land 
Of their wild speech had given command. 
But darkling was the sense ; the phrase 
And language those of other day.s, 
Involved of purpose, as to foil 
An interloper’s prying toll. 

The w'ords, but not the sense, I knew. 

Till fortune gave the guiding clew. 

XIY. 

Three days .since, was that clow rcve.'i-’ 
In Thorsgiil as I lay conceal’d,*^ 

And heard at full when Kokely’s idaid 
Her uncle’s history display’d ; 

And now' I can interpret well 
Each .syllable the tablets tell. 

Mark, then : Pair Edith was the joy 
Of old O’Neale of Clandeboy ; 

But from her sire and country lied, 

In secret Mortham ’s Lord to wed. 
O’Ncale, his first resentment o’er, 
r>es})ateh’d his son to Greta’s shore, 
Enjoining he should make him kiiov/n 
(Until his farther will were shown) 

To Edith, but to her alone. 

"What of their ill-starr’d meeting fell, 

Lord Wyclifi’o knows, and none so well. 

XV. 

^ O’Neale it was, who, in despair, 

Robb’d Mortham of his infant heir ; 

He bred him in their nurture wild, 

And call’d him murder’d Connel’s child. 
Soon died the nur.se ; the Clan believed 
What from their Chieftain they received 
His purpose was, that ne’er again ^ 

The boy should cross the Iri.sh main : 

But, like his mountain sires, enjoy 
The woods and wastes of Clandeboy. 

Then on the land wild troubles came, 

And stronger Chieftains urged a claim, 


3 MS,— clianeeA, three days since, I was K:'; 

Conceal’d in Thorsgill’B bosky 

4 MS. “ never moi’C 

The boy should visit Albion’s shore,” 
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And ^Tested from the old man’s hands 
His native towers, his father’s lands. 

Unable then, amid the strife, ^ 

To guard young Kedmond’s rights or life, 

Late and reluctant he restores 
The infant to his native shores, 

■pTith goodly gifts and letters stored, 

With many a deep conjuring word, 

To Mortham and to Rokeby’s Lord. 

Nought knew the clod of Irish earth. 

Who was the guide, of Redmond s birth j 
But deem’d his Chief’s commands were 
"■ laid " 

On both, by both to be obey’d. ^ 

How he was wounded by the way, 

I need not, and I list not say.’— • 

XVI. 

« < A wondrous tale ! and, grant it true, 
What,’ WycMe answer’d, might I do? 
Heaven knows, as willingly as now 
I raise the bonnet from my brow, 

Would I my kinsman’s manors fair 2 
Restore to Mortham, or his heir ; 

But Mortham is distraught— O’Neale 
Has drawn for tyranny bis steel, 

Malignant to our rightful cause, 

And train’d in Rome’s delusive laws. 

Hark thee apart I’— They whisper’d long, 
Till Denzil’s voice grew bold and strong : — 

< My proofs! I never will,’ be said, 

* Show mortal man where they are laid. 

Nor hope discovery to foreclose, 

By giving me to feed the crows ; 

For I have mates at large, who know 
"Where I am wont such toys to stow. 

B’ree me from peril and from band. 

These tablets are at thy command .* 

Nor were it hard to form some trai.i, 

To wile old Mortham o’er the main. 

Then, lunatic’s nor papist’s hand 
Should west from thine the goodly land.’ — 
— I like thy wit,’ said Wycliffe, ‘ well ; 

But here in hostage slialt thou dvrell. 

Thy son, unless my purpose err, 

May prove the trustier messenger. 

A scroll to Mortham shall he bear 
From me, and fetch these tokens rare. 

• Gold shalt thou have, and that good store, 
And freedom, his commission o’er ; 

But if his faith should chance to fail, 

The gibbet frees thee from the jail.’ — 

XYII. 

Mesh’d in the net himself had twined, 
What subterfuge could Denzil find ? 


1 The MS. has not this couplet. 

2 MS.— “ Would I my kinsman’s lands resign 

To Mortliam’s self and Mortham’s line ; 


He told me, with reluctant sigh, 

That hidden here the tokens lie f 
Conjured my swift return and aid, 

By all he scoff d and disobey’d,^ 

And look’d as if the noose were tiixi, 

And I the priest who left his side. 

This scroll for Mortham Wyclifie gave, 

W^hom I must seek by Greta’s wave ; 

Or in the hut where chief he hides, 

"Where ThorsgilTs forester resides. 

(Thence chanced it, wandering in the glade, 
That he descried our ambuscade.) 

I was dismiss’d as evening fell, 

And reach’d but now this rocky cell.”— 

« Give Oswald’s letter.”— Bertram read, 

And tore it fiercely, shred by shred:— 

« All lies and villany I to blind 
His noble kinsman’s generous mind, 

And train him on from day to day, 

Till he can take his life away.— 

And now, declare thy purpose, youth, 

Nor dare to answer, save the truth ; 

If aught I mark of Denzil’s art, 

I’ll tear the secret from thy heart I” — 

XVIII. 

“ It needs not. I renounce,” he said, 

My tutor and his deadly trade. 

Fix’d was my purpose to declare 
To Mortham, Redmond is his heir; 

To tell him in what risk he stands, 

And yield these tokens to his hands. 

Fix’d was my purpose to atone, 

Far as I may, the evil done ; 

And fix’d it rests— if I survive 

This night, and leave this cave alive.” — 

And Denzil ?” — Let them ply the r:i 
Even till his joints and sinews crack ! 

If Oswald tear him limb from limb, 

IVhat ruth can Denzil claim from him, 
Whose thoughtless youth he led astray, 

And damn’d to tliis unhaliow’d way ? 

He school’d me faith and vo^vs were vain ; 
Now let my master reap his gain.’’ — 

Tine,” answer’d Bertram, ’tis his meed 
There’s retribution in the deed. 

But thoU' — thou art not for our course, 

Hast fear, hast pity, hast remorse : 

And he, with us the gale who braves. 

Must heave such cargo to the waves, 

Or lag with overloaded prore, 

While barks unburden’d reach the shore.” 

XIX. 

He paused, and, stretching him at length. 
Seem’d to repose his bulky strength. 


But Mortham raves— and this O’Neahj 
Has drawn,” &c. 

3 MS.— In secret where the tokens lie ” 

■4 MS.— “ By ties he scoff d/' 
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Communing with his secret mind^ 

As half he sat, and half reclined, 

One ample hand his forehead press’d, 
And one was dropp’d across his breast. 
The shaggy eyebrows deeper came 
Above his eyes of swarthy flame ; 

His lip of pride a while forbore 
The haughty curve till then it wotq ; 

The unalter’d fierceness of his look 
A shade of darken’d sadness took,— ^ 

For dark and sad a presage press’d 
Resistlessly on Bertram’s breast, — • 

And when he spoke, his wonted tone, 

So fierce, abrupt, and brief, was gone. 

His voice was steady, low, and deep, 

Like distant waves when breezes sleep ; 
And sorrow mix’d with Edmund’s fear. 
Its low unhrolten depth to hear. 

XX. 

Edmund, in thy sad tale I find 
The woe that warp’d my patron’s mind : 
’Twould wake the fountains of the eye 
In otlier men, but mine are dry. 

Mortham must never see the fool. 

That sold himself base Wycliife’s tool ; 
Yet less from thirst of sordid gain, 

Than to avenge supposed disdain. 

Say, Bertram rues his fault; — a word, 

Till now, from Bertram never heard : 

Say, too, that hlortharn’s Lord he prays 
To think but on their former days ; 

On Quariana’s beach and rock, 

On Cayo’s bursting battle- shock, 

On Darien’s sands and deadly dew, 

And on the dart TIatzeca threw ; — 
Perchance my patron yet may hear 
More that may grace his comrade’s bier. 2 
My soul hath felt a secret weight, 

A warning of approaching fate : 

A priest had said, ^ Return, repent !’ 

As well to bid that rock be rent. 

Firm as that flint I face mine end ; 

My heart may burst, but cannot bend.® 

XXL ' 

The dawning of my youth, with awe 
And prophecy, the Dalesmen saw ; 

For over Redesdale it came, 

As bodeful as their beacon-flame. 
Edmund, thy years were scarcely mine, 
■\Vhen, challenging the Clans of Tyne, 

To bring their best my brand to prove, 
O’er Hexham’s altar hung my glove 


i A darken’d sad expression took, 

The unalter’d fierceness of tus look.” 

® MS.— “ Perchance, that Mortham yet may hear 
Somiithing to grace his comrade’s bier.” 
8 BIS.'— — — ■*.* ne’er shall bend.”. 


But Tynedale, nor in tower nor towm. 
Held champion meet to take it down. 

My noontide, India may declare ; 

Like her fierce sun, I fired the air ! 

Lika him, to wood and cave bade fly 
Her natives, from mine angry eye. 
Panama’s maids shall long look pale 
When Risingham inspires the tale ; 

Chili’s dark matrons long shall tame 
The froward child with. Bertram’s name. 
And now, my race of terror run, 

Mine be the eve of tropic sun ! 

No pale gradations quench his ray, 

No twilight dews his wrath allay ; 

With disk lilce battle-target red. 

He rushes to his burning bed, 

Dyes the wide wave with bloody light, 
Then sinks at once — and all is niglii.— 

XXII. 

Now to thy mission, Edmund. Fly, 
Seek Mortham out, and bid him hie 
To Richmond, w'here his troops are laid. 
And lead his force to Redmond’s aid. 

Say, till he reaches Egliston, 

A friend will watch to guard his son.'^ 
Now, fare-thee-well ; for night draws on, 
And I would rest me here alone.” 

Despite his ill -dissembled fear, 

There swam in Edmund’s eye a tear ; 

A tribute to the courage high, 

Which stoop’d not in extremity, 

But strove, irregularly great. 

To triumph o’er approaching fixte ! 
Bertram beheld the dew-drop start, 

It almost touch’d his iron heart : — 

I did not think there lived,” he Sidd, 
One, who would tear for Bertram shed.” 
He loosen’d then his baldric’s hold, 

A buckle broad of massive gold ; — 

" Of all the spoil that paid his pains, 

But this with Risingham remains; 

And this, dear Edmund, thou shalt take 
And wear it long for Bertram’s sake. 

Once more — to Mortham speed amain ; 
Farewell ! and turn thee not again.” 

XXHI. 

The night has yielded to the morn, 

And. tar the hours of prime are worn. 
Oswald, who, since the dawn of day, 

Had cursed his messenger’s delay, 
Impatient question’d now his train, 

“ Was Denzil’s son return’d again?” 


4 See Appendix, Note 3 1. 

5 MS.— With him and Fairfax for his friend. 

No risk that Wycliffe dares contend. 
Tell him the while, at Egliston 
There will be one to giiard his aon.“ 
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It chanced there answer’d of the crew, 

A meoiai, who young Edmund kne^v: 

« Xo son of Denzil this/ —he said; 

“ A peasant boy from Winston glade. 

For song and minstrelsy renowm’d, 

And knavish pranks, the hamlets round.”— 
« Not DenziFs son !— From Winston vale !— 
Then it was false, that specious tale ; 

Or, 'worse— he hath despatch’d the youth 
To show to Mortham’s Lord its truth. 

Fool that I was !— but ’tla too late 
This is the very turn of fate!-— ^ 

I'lie tale, or true or false, rehes 
On Donzil’s evidence ! — He dies I— 

Ho ! Provost Marshall ! instantly 
Lead Denzil to the gallows-tree! 

Allow him not a parting word ; 

Sliort he the shrift, and sure the cord ! 

Then let his gory head appal 
Marauders from the Castle- wall. 

Lead forth thy guard, that duty done, 

With l)est despatch to Egliston. — 

—Basil, tell Wilfrid he must straight 
Attend me at the Castle-gate.”— 

XXIY. 

Alas!” the old domestic saidj 
And shook his venerable head, 

‘‘ Alas, my Lord ! full ill to-day 
May my young master brook the way 1 
The leech has spoke with grave alarm, 

Of unseen hurt, of secret harm, 

Of sorrow lurldng at the heart, 

Tliat mars and lets his healing art,” — 

Tush, tell not me ! — Romantic hoys 
Pine ihCiiiMjlYes sick for airy toys, 

I will find cure for Wilfrid soon ; 

Bid him ha* Egliston be bonne, 

Ann! quick ! — I hear the dull death-dnira 
Tell Dcnzils hour cf fate is coaie.” 

He paused with scornful smile, and then 
Resumed his train of thought agen. 

Now comes ray fortune’s crisis near! 
Entreaty boots not — instant fear, 

Nought else, can bend Matilda’s pride, 

( ^r win her to be Wilfrid’s bride. 

Hut when she sees the scaffold placed, 

IVith axe and block and headsman graced, 
And when she deems, that to deny 
Dooms Redmond and her sire to die, 

She must give way, — Then, were the line 
Of Rokeby once combined with mine, 


t MS.““ This is the crisis of my fate.’' 

2 Marks the dark cloud sweep down the Tecs.” 

^ “Tiiis subordinate villain thus meets the reward which 
he deserves. He is altogether one of the minor sketches of the 
but still adds a variety and a life to the group. He is 
K'rfides absolutely necessary for the development of the plot ; 
and indeed a peculiar propriety in this respect is observ'ahle 


I gain the weatner-gago of fate ! 

If Mortham come, he conies too late, 

While I, allied thus and prepared, 

Bid him defiance to his beard. — 

— If she prove stubborn, shall I dare 
To drop the axe?— Soft! pause wm there. 
Mortham still lives— yon youth may tell 
His tale— and Fairfiix loves him well ; — 

Else, wherefore should I now delay 
To sweep this Redmond from my way?— 

But she to piety perforce 

Must yield.— Without there ! Sound to horse.” 

'XXV.'. 

’Twas bustle in the court below,— 

Mount, and march forward!” — Forth they go ; 
Steeds neigh and trample all aromut, 

Steel rings, spears glimmer, trimi]><‘ts sound. — 
Just then was sung his parting liyiiui ; 

And Denzil turn’d his eyeballs dim, 

And, scarcely conscious what he sees, 

Follows the horsemen down the Tees ; - 
And scarcely conscious what he liears, 

The trumpets tingle in his ears. 

O’er the long bridge they’re sweeping now* 

The van is hid by greenwood bough; 

But ere the rearward had pass’d o’er, 

Guy Denzil heard and saw no more 1 ® 

One stroke, upon the Castle hell, 

To Oswald rung his dying knell. 

XXVI. ■ 

0, for that pencil, erst profuse 
Of chivalry’s emblazon’d hues, 

That traced of old, in Woodstock bower, 

The pageant of the Leaf and Flower, 

And bodied forth the tourney high, 

Held for the hand of Emily ! 

Then might I paint the tumult broad, 

That to the crowned abbey flow’d, 

And pour’d, as with an ocean’s sound, 

Into the church’s ample bound ! 

Then might I show each varying mien, 

Exulting, woeful, or serene ; 

Indifference, with his idiot stare, 

And Sympathy, with anxious air, 

Paint the dejected Cavalier, 

Doubtful, disarm’d, and sad of cheer ; 

And his proud foe, wdiose formal eye 
Claim’d conquest now and mastery; 

And the brute crowd, whose envious zeal 
Huzzas each turn of Fortune’s vheei, 


throughout the story. No characti'r, and, conipr.rativtqy 
speaking, hut little description, is introduced that is unessen- 
tial to the narrative; it proceeds clearly, if not rapidly, 
throughout; and although the ]»h»t becomes additionally in- 
volved to appearance as it advances, all is satisfact' rily ex 
plained at the last, or rather explains itself by grauiud uu- 
lavclmeiit.”— li/ IL'view. 
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And loudest shouts when lowest lie 
Exalted worth and station high. 

Yet what may such a wish avail ? 

’Tis mine to tell an onward taled 
Hurrying, as best l ean, along. 

The hearers and the hasty song ;-— 

Like traveller wdien approaching liome. 

Who sees the shades of evening come. 

And must not now his course delay. 

Or choose the fair, hut winding w^ay ; 

Nay, scarcely may his pace suspend, 

Where o’er his head the wildings bend, 

To bless the breeze that cools his brow, 

Or snatch a blossom from the bough. 

■' : NXYir. ■ 

The revereiid pile lay wild and .waate, 
Profaned, dishonour’d, and defaced. 

Tlirough storied lattices no more 
In soften’d light the sunbeams pour, 

Gilding the Gothic sculpture rieli 
Of shrine, and monnnient, and niche. 

The Civil fury of the time 
Made sport of sacrilegious crime ; ^ 
l^’or dark Fanaticism rent 
Altar, and screen, and ornament, 

And peasant hands the tombs o’erthrew 
Of Bowes, of Rokeby, and Pitz-Hugli.'* 

And now was seen, unwonted sight, 

In holy walls a scaffold digiit ! 

Whore once the priest, of grace divine 
Dealt to his flock the mystic sign ; 

Tliero stood the block display’d, and tliero 
The headsman grim his hatchet bare ; 

And for the word of Hope and Paitli, 
Resounded loud a doom of death. 

Thrice theflereo trumpet’s breath was hear»l, 
And echo’d thrice the herald’s word, 
Dooming, for breach of martial laws, 

And treason to the Commons’ cause, 

The Knight of Rokeby and O’Neale 
To stoop their heads to block and steel. 

The trumpets flourish’d high and shrill. 

Then was a silence dead and still ; 

And silent prayers to heaven were east, 

And stifled sobs were bursting fast, 


Till from the crowd begun to rise 
Murmurs of sorrow or surprise, 

And from the distant aisles there came 
Deep-mutter’d threats, with Wycliffu’s nanie.'''^ 

, xxYiii. 

But Oswald, guarded by his band, 

Powerful in evil, waved bis hand, 

And bade Sedition’s voice be dead, 

On peril of the murmurer’s head. 

Then first his glance sought Rokeby's Knight i ^ 
Wbo gazed on the tremendous sight, 

As calm as if he came a guest 
To kindred Baron’s feudal feast,® 

As calm as if that trumpet-call 
Were summons to the baiiiier’d hall ; 

Firm in his loyalty he stood, 

And prompt to seal it with his blood. 

With downcast look drew Oswald nigh, — 

He durst not cope with Rokeby’s eye I — ^ 

And said, with low and faltering breath, 

“ Thou know’st the terms of life and death.” 
The Knight then turn’d, and sternly smiled; 

“ The maiden is mine only child, 

Yet shall my blessing leave her head, 

If with a traitor’s son she wed.” 

Then Redmond spoke : The life of oise 
Might thy malignity atone,® 

On me be flung a double guilt ! 

Spare Rokeby’s blood, let mine be spilt T’ 
Wycliffe liad listen’d to his suit, 

But dread prevail’d, and lie was mute. 

XXIX. 

And now he pours his choice of fear 
In secret on Matilda’s ear; 

“ An union form’d with me and niiue, 

Ensures the faith of Rokeby’s line. 

Consent, and all this dread array. 

Like morning dream, sliall pass away ; 

Refuse, and, by my duty press’d, 

I give the word— thou know’st the rest.” 
Matilda, still and motionless, 

With terror heard the dread address, 

Pale as the sheeted maid who dies 
To hopeless love a sacrifice ; 


* The Quarterly Bevie wer, after quoting from 


to 


. “ *Tis mine to tell an onward tale,” 
Or snatch a blossom from the hough,” 


atUls, “ Assuredly, if such lines as these had occurred more 
frequently in Bokehy,it would have extorted our unqualified 
admiration ; and although wo lament that numerous little 
blemishes, which might easily he removed, have been suffered 
to remain ; (hat many of the poetical ornaments, though 
justly conceived, are iaiiitly and indistinctly drawn; and that 
tlioHO iinishing touches, which Mr. Scott has the talent of 
placing with peculiar taste and propriety, are too sparingly 
scattered ; we readily admit tliat he has told bis ‘ onward 
tale’ with great vigour and animation ; and that he has gene- 


rally redeemed his faults hy the richness and variety ef his 
fancy, or by the interest of his narrative.” 

2 The MS. has not this nor the preceding couplet. 

3 MS.— “And peasants’ base-horn hands o’crlhrew 

The tombs of Lacy and Fitz-Hugh.” 

■4 MS. — “ Muttering of threats, and WydifiVs .iamo.” 

5 MS. — “Then from his victim sought to lo'nnv 

The working of his tragic show, 

And first his glance,” &;c. 

6 MS.— “To some high Baron’s feudal feast. 

And that loud pealing trumiret-cafi ■ 

UFas surainons,” &c. 

7 MS.~“ Ho durst not meet his scornful eye '* 

3 MS. “ the hlood of one 

Might this malignant plot ate nc,-’’ , 
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Thou wrung her hands in agony, 

And round her cast bewilder'd eye. 

Now on the scaffold glanced, and now 
On Wyeliffe’s unrelenting brow. 
iShe veil'd her face, and, with a voice 
Scarce audible,—*''^ I make my choice 1 
Spare but their lives 1— for aught beside. 

Let Wilfrid’s doom my fate decide. 

He once was generous I”— As she spoke, 

Hark Wyeliffe’s joy in triumph broke i— 
‘^Wilfrid, where loiter’d ye so late I 
’Why upon Basil rest thy weight ?— 

Art spell-bound by enchanter’s wand ?— 
Kneel, kneel, and take her yielded hand ; ^ 
Thank her with raptures, simple boy ! 

Should tears and trembling speak thy joy 

0 hush, my sire ! To prayer and tear 
Of mine thou hast refused thine ear ; 

But now the awfful hour draws on. 

When truth must speak in loftier tone.” 

XXX. ■ ■ 

He took Matilda’s hand *. Dear maid, 
Gouldst thou so injure me,” he said, 

" Of thy poor friend so basely deem, 

As blend with him this barbarous scheme ? 
Alaa ! my efforts made in vain, 

Might well have saved tMs added pain.® 

But now, bear witness earth and heaven, 
That ne’er was hope to mortal given, 

So twisted"* with the strings of life. 

As this— to call Matilda wife I 

1 bid it now for ever part, 

And with the effort bursts my heart I ” 

His feeble frame was worn so low, 

With w’ounds, with watching, and with woe. 
That nature could no more sustain 
The agony of mental pain. 

He kneel ’d — his lip her hand had press’d, — ' 
Just then he felt the stem arrest. 


1 In place of this and preceding couplet, the MS. lias, 

** Successful was the scheme he plann’d : 

‘Kneel, Wilfrid ! take her yielded hand I ’ ” 

2 MS. — “He kneel’d, and took her hand.” 

^ To save the complicated pain.” 

< Bkndai:' 

^ MS.— ■“ His Iij)s upon her hands were press’d,— 

Just as he felt the .stem arre.st.” 

^ “The character of Wilfrid is as extensively drawn, and 
even more so, perhaps, than that of Bertram. And amidst 
the fine and beautiful moral reflections accompanying it, a 
deep insight into the human heart is discernible: — we had 
almost said an intuition more penetrating than even his, to 
whom were given these ‘golden keys’ that ‘unlock the gates 
of joy/ 

‘ Of horror that and thrilling fears, 

Or ope the sacred source of sympathetic tears.’ ” 

British Critic, 

^ “In dolineating the actors of this dramatic tale, we have 
litte nesitation in saying, that Mr, Scott has been more suc- 


L(.wcr and lower sunk his head.— 

They raised him,— but the life was f’ed t 
Then, first alarm’d, his sire and train 
Tried every aid, but tried in vain. 

The soul, too soft its ills to bear, 

Had left our mortal hemisphere, 

And sought in better world the mead, 

To blameless life by Heaven decreed.^* 

'XXXL ] v' 

The wretched sire beheld, aghast, 

With Wilfrid all his projects past, 

All turn’d and centred on his son, 

On Wilfrid all— and he was gone. 

Aud i am childless now,” he said ; 

I Childless, through that relentless maid ! 

A lifetime’s arts, in vain essay’d, 

Are bursting on their artist’s head !— 

Here lies my Wilfrid deaa — and there 
Comes hated Mortham for his heir, 

Eager to knit in happy band 

With Rokeby’s heiress Redmond’s liand. 

And shall their triumph soar o’er all 
The schemes” deep-laid to w^ork their fall ? 

No 1— deeds, which prudence might not dar.i, 
Appal not vengeance and despair. 

The murd’ress weeps upon his hier — 

ITl change to real that feigned tear I 
They all shall share destruction’s shock ; — 
Ho ! lead the captives to the block 1 
But ill his Provost could divine 
His feelings, and forbore the sign. 

" Slave I to the block 1 — or I, or they, 

Shall lace the judgment-seat this day I ” 

XXXIL 

Tlie outmost crowd have heard a sound, 

Like horse’s hoof on harden’d ground ; 
Nearer it came, and yet more near, — 

The very death’s-men paused to hear. 


cessful than on any former occasion. Wilfrid, a person of tho 
first importance in the whole management of the plot, exhi- 
bits an assemblage of qualities not unfrequcntly combined in 
real life, but, so far as we can recollect, never before repre- 
sented in poetry, It is, indeed, a character which required 
to be touched with gi-eat art and delicacy. The reader gene- 
rally expects to find beauty of form, strength, grace, and 
agility, united with powerful passions, in the prominent figures 
of I’omance ; hecause these visible qualities are the most fre- 
quent themes of panegyric, and usually the best passport.s to 
admiration. The absence of them is supposed to throw an 
air of ridicule on the pretensions of a candidate for love or 
glory. An ordinary poet, therefore, would have despaired of 
awakening our sympathy in favour of that lofty and generoua 
spirit, and keen sensibility, which at once animate and con- 
sume the frail and sickly frame of Wilfrid ; yet Wilfrid is, in 
fact, extremely interesting ; and his death, though ohviouslv 
necessary to the condign punishment of Oswald, to the future 
repose of Matilda, and consequently to the consummation of 
the poem, leaves strong emotions of pity and regret in the 
mind of the reader,”— QuarAr/// Iteview, 
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’i'is in the clmrchyard now — the tread 
Hath waked the dwelling of the dead ! 

Fresh sod, and old sepulchral atone, 

Ecturn the tramp in varied tone. 

All eyes upon the gateway hung, 

When through the Gothic arch there sprir.ig 
A horseman arm’d, at headlong speed — 
Sable his cloak, his plume, liis steed. i 
Fire from the flinty floor was spurn’d. 

The vaults unwonted clang return’d ! — 

One instant’s glance around he threw, 

From saddlebow his pistol drew. 

Grimly determined was his look I 
His charger with the spurs he strook — 

All scatter’d backward as he came, 

For all knew Bertram Kisingham ! 

Three bounds that noble courser gave ; - 
The first has reach’d the central nave, 

The second clear’d the chancel wide, 

Tlie third-*«-he was at Wyclilie’s side. 

Full levell’d at the J3aron’s head, 
liiing the report — the bullet sped — 

And to liis long account, and last, 

Without a groan dark Oswald past ! 

All was so quick, that it might seem 
A flash of lightning, or a dream. 

• ' xxxin. 

While yet the smoke the deed conceals, 
liertram his ready charger wheels ; 

But flounder’d on the pavement-floor 
The steed, and down the rider bore, 

And, bursting in the headlong sway, 

TliC faithless saddle-girths gave way. 

’Twas while be toil’d him to be freed, 

And with the rein to raise the steed, 

That from amazement’s iron trance 
All Wycliffe’s soldiers waked at once. 

Sword, halberd, musket-but, their blows 
Ilaird upon Bertram as he rose ; 

A score of pikes, with each a wound, 

Bore down and pinn’d him to the ground ; 


1 See Appendix, Note 3 K. 

2 MS.— Three hounds he made, that noble .steed ; 

The first thc| , "^has freed.” 

I chancel s hound > 

s MS.— Oppress’d and pinn’d him to the ground.” 

« MS.— And when, hy odds home down at length.” 

® MS.— “ He hore." 

« MS,—** Had more of laugh in it than moan.” 

7 MS.— ** But held their weapons ready set, 

Lest the grim king should rouse him yet.” 

« MS.—** But Basil cheek’d them with disdain, 

And flung a mantle o’er the slain.” 

^ “ Wliether we see him scaling the cliffs in desperate 
course, and searing the hawks and the ravens from their 
nests; or, while the Castle is on fire, breaking from the cen- 
tral mass of smoke; or, amidst the terrific circumstances of 
tils death, when .Ms 

* parting groan 

Had more of laughter than of moan/ 


But still his struggling force he rears, 

’Gainst hacking brands and stabbing spears J 
Thrice from assailants shook him free, 

Once gain’d his feet, and twice his knee. 

By tenfold odds oppress’d at length,'* 

Despite his struggles and his strength, 

He took® a hundred mortal wounds, 

As mute as fox ’mongst mangling hounds ; 

Ana wUen he died, his parting groan 
Had more of laughter than of moan ! ® 

— ^They gazed, as when a lion dies, 

And hunters scarcely trust their eyes, 

But bend their weapons on the slain. 

Lest the grim king should rouse again I 
Then blow and insult some renew’d. 

And from the trunk, the head had hew’d, 

But Basil’s voice the deed forbade ; ^ 

A mantle o’er the corse he laid 
Fell as he was in act and mind, 

He left no bolder heart behind : 

Then give him, for a soldier meet, 

A soldier’s cloak for winding sheet.” ® 

XXXIT. 

No more of death and dying pang, 

No more of trump and bugle clang, 

Though through the sounding woods there com© 
Banner and bugle, trump and drum. 

Arm’d with such powers as well had freed 
Young Redmond at his utmost need, 

And hack’d with such a band of horse, 

As might less ample powers enforce ; 

Possess’d of every proof and sign 
That gave an heir to Mortham’s line, 

And yielded to a father’s arms 
An image of his Edith’s charms, — 

Hortham is come, to hear and see 
Of this strange morn the history. 

What saw he ? — not the church’s floor, 
Cumber’d with dead and stain’d with gore ; 
What heard he ? — ^not the clamorous crowd, 
That shout their gratulations loud : 


Avc mark Ms race of terror, with the poet, like the *eve of tro- 
pic sun ! ’ 

* No pale gradations quench his ray 
No twilight dews his wrath allay ; 

With disk like battle-target red, 

He rushes to his burning bed; 

Dyes the wide wave with bloody light, 

Then sinks at once— and all is night! ’ ” 

British CriiiG, 

** I hope you vill like Bertram to the end ; he is a Carav.ag- 
gio sketch, which, I may acknowledge to you — ^but tell it not 
in Oath— I rather pique myself upou; and he is within the 
keeping of Nature, though critics will say to the contrary. 
It may be difficult to fancy that anyone should take a sort of 
pleasure in bringing out such a character, but I suppose it is 
partly owing to bad reading, and ill-directed reading, when I 
was young.”— Scott to Miss BaUliG.'~-Lifc, vcL iv. p. 4U. 
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Drops, while she folds them for a prayer 
And blessing on the lovely pair. 

'Twas then the Maid of Rokeby ga,v8 
Her plighted troth to Redmond brave ; 
And Teesdale can remember yet 
How Fate to Yirtue paid her debt, 

And, for their troubles, bade them prove 
A lengthen’d life of peace and love 


Redmond he saw and heard alone, 
Clasp'd lum, and sobb’d, “My son 


XXXT. 

This chanced upon a summer morn, 

Wlieii yellow waved the heavy corn : 

But when browm August o’er the land 
Call’d forth the reaper’s busy hand, 

A gladsome sight the silvan road 
From Egliston to Mortham show’d. 

A while the hardy rnstic leaves 
The task to bind and pile the sheaves, 

And maids their sickles tling aside, 

To gaze on bridegroom and on bride, 

And childhood’s wondering group draws near, 
And from the gleaner’s hands the ear 


Time and Tide had thus their sway, 
Yielding, like an April day, 

Smiling noon for sullen morrow.', 
Years of joy for hours of sorrow 1 ^ 


the principal actors in the scene exhibit themsel ves distinctly 
to our vmv, the development of the plot is perfectly contimi- 
ous, and our attention is never interrupted, or suffered to re- 
lax.”— Q?mrferZi/ JUvkw, 


I MS.— Here the Author of Rokehy wrote, , 

“ End of Canto VI.” 

Stanza xxxv., added at the request of the printer and an- 
other friend, was accompanied by the following note to Mr. 
Biillaiityne 

“ Pear Jambs, 

“ I send you this, out of deference to opinions so strongly 
expressed ; hut still retaining my own, that it spoils one effect 
without producing another. 

«W.S.” 


This production of Mr. Scott altogether abounds in ima- 
gery and description less than either of its precursors, in pretty 
nearly the same proportion as it contain.^ more of dramatic in- 
cident and character. Yet some of the pictures which it pre- 
sents are highly wrought and vividly coloured ; for example, 
the terribly animated narrative, in the fifth canto, of the bat- 
tle within the hall, and the coufiagm,tion of the mansion of 
Rokeby. 

“ Several defects, of more or less importance, we noticed, 
or imagined that we noticed, as we read. It appears like pre- 
sumption to accuse Mr. Scott of any failure in respect of cos- 
tume— of the mauiiers and character of the times which he 
describes -yet the impression produced on our minds by the 
perusal, has certainly been, that we are thro to back in ima- 
gination to a period considerably antecedent to tliat which ho 
intends to celebrate. The other faults, we remarked, consist 
principally in the too frequent recurrence of those which we 
have so often noticed on former occasions, and w'hich are so 
incorporated with the poet’s style, that it is now become as 
useless as it is painful, to repeat the censures wduch they have 
occasioned. 

I “ We have been informed that * Rokeby ’ has hitherto cir- 
culated less rapidly than has usually been the ease with Mr. 
Scott’s works. If the fact be so, -we are inclined to attribute 
it solely to accidental circumstances *, being persuadi^d that 
the defects of the poem are only common to it with all the 
productions of its author; that they are even less numcrou.s 
than in most ; and that its beauties, though of a different 
stamp, are more profusely scattered, and, upon the whole, of 
a higher order.”— C'riR'caf Ikvkw. 
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Kt*r\'f!, in addition to our private remarks. Our readers may 
pfyha])s Imve seen that we have frequently apjtliod tlie term 
(,'krldi, to the several personages of the drama. Now, although 
tins i) 0 (*m possesses more variety of well-sustained character 
than any other of Mr. Scott’s performances— although Wil- 
frid will be a favourite with every lover of tiie soft, the gentle, 
and the pathetic, while Edmund offers a tearful warning to 
misused abilities— and although Eedmond is indeed a man, 
compared to the Cramtmm of The Lay, to the Wilkm of 
Marm um., or to iho Malcolm 0 itio Lady of the Lake s yet is 
Bedmond himself hut a aketch compared to Bertram. Here 
is Mr. Scott’s true and favourite hero. He has no ‘ sneaking 
kindness ’ for these harbarians he boldly adopts and pa- 
tronises them. Deloraine (it has humorously been observed) 
would have been exactly what Mannion was, could he have 
read and -written ; Bertram is a happy mixture of both ;~as 
great a villain, if possible, as Marmion *, and, if possible, as 
great a scamp as Deloraine. His character is completed by a 
dash of the fiercenoss of Boderick Dim. We do not here en- 
ter into the question as to the good taste of an author who em- 
ploys his utmust strength of description on a compound of bad 
qualities ; but wo must observe, in the way of protest for the 
prc'sent, liiat sumetlung must be wrong where poetical effect 
ami moral ai'probatiou a, re so much at variance. We leave 
untout.'iied the general argument, whether it makes any dif- 
ference for poetical ])ur]ioses, tliat a hero’s vices or his virtues 
shouhl i>re])ondorate. i 'owerful indeed must be the genius of 
the poet wlio, out of such materials as those above mention- 
ed, can form an interesting whole. Tins, however, is the fact ; 
and Bertram at times so overcomes hatred witii admiration, 
that lie (or rather bis jiainter) is almost xiardonable for his 
energy alone. Tliore is a charm about this s]irinu of mind 
•whicii iicars down all opposition, ‘ and throws a brilliant veil 
of light over tlie most hideous deformity.’ This is the fascina- 
tion-tins is tlie variety and vigour by which Mr. Scott recom- 
aumdsi barbarous licrses, undigniliod occurrences, and, occa- 
Bionally,tho most incorrect language, and the most imperfect 
versitication— 

“ Catcli Imt his lire—' And you forgive him ail.’ ” 

Monthly lievkw* 


** That Eokeby, as a whole, is equally interesting with Mr. 
Scott’s former works, -we are by no means prepared to assert. 
But if tiicre be, comparatively, a diminution of interest, it is 
evidently owing to no other cause than the time or place of 
its action— the sobriety of the xieriod, and the abated wildness 
of the scenery. With us, the wonder is, that a period so late 
as that of Charles the First, could have been managed so dex- 
terously, and have been made so happily subservient to poetic 
invention. 

“ In the meantime, we have no hesitation in declaring our 
ox)iiiion, that tlie tale of Rokeby is much better told than 
those of ‘ The Lay,’ or of ‘ Marmion.’ Its characters are in- 
troduced with more ease ; its incidents are more natural ; one 
event is more necessarily generated by another; the reader’s 
mind is kept more in suspense with respect to the termination 
of llie story ; and the moral reflections interspersed are of a 
deeper cast. Of the versification, also, we can justly pro- 
nounce, that it is more polisiied than in ‘ Marmion,’ or ‘ The 
Lay;’ and though we have marked some careless lines, yet 
even in tlie instance of ‘ bold disorder,’ Rokeby can furnish 
ill tie room for animadversion. In line, if we must compare 
bim with binihelf, judge Mr. Scott has given us a poem in 
fvokehy, siipi-rior to ‘ Marmion,’ or * The Lay,’ but not equal, 
periuiqjMj to * The Ltidy of the Lake.’ Critic. 


It will surprise no one to hear that Mr. Merritt assured 
his friend he considered Rokeby as the best of all his iKtems. 
The admirable, peril ajis the unique fidelity of the local de- 
scriptions, might alone have swayed, for I will not say it per- 
verted, the judgment of the lord of that beautiful and thenco- 
fortb classical domain ; and, indeed, I must admit that I never 
understood or appreciated half the charm of this poem until . 
I had become familiar with its scenery. But Scott himself 
had not designed to rest his strength on these descriptions. 

I He said to .Tames Ballantyne, while the work was in progress, 
(September 2,) * I hope the thing will do, chiefly because the 
world will not expect from me a poem of which the interest 
turns upon character;* and in another letter, (.October iff, 
1912,) ‘ I think you will see the same sort of dilfcrenee taken 
in all my former poems, of which I would say, if it is fair 
for me to say any thing, that the force in the Lay is thrown on 
style— in Marmion, on description, and in the Lady of the 
Lake, on incident’ I .suspect some of those distinctions may 
Iiave been matters of after-thouglit ; but as to Rokeby there 
can be no mistake. His own original conceptions of some of 
its princqsal characters have been explained in letters already 
cited ; and I believe no one who compares the poem with his 
novels will douht that, had he undertaken their portraiture 
in prose, they would have come forth with etlect hardly in- 
ferior to any of all the groups ho ever created. As it is, I 
question whether, even hi his prose, there is any thing more 
exquisitely wrought out, as well as fancied, than tlie whole 
contrast of the two rivals for the love of tlie lieroinc in Boke- 
i bv; and that heroine herself, too, has a very particular in- 
' terest attached to her. Writing to Miss Edgeworth five years 
' after this time, (10th March IBliJ,) lie says, ‘ I have not read 
! one of my poems since they were printed, excepting last year 
the Lady of the Lake, which I liked better than I exjiected, 
but not well enough to induce me to go through the rest ; so 
I may truly say with Macbeth— 

* I am afraid to think of what I’ve done— 

Look on’t again 1 dare not.’ 

“ ‘ This much of 1 recollect, (for that is not so easily 

forgotten) that she was attempted for the existing person of a 
lady who is now no more, so that I am particularly flattered 
vrith your distinguishing it from the others, which arc in ge- 
neral mere shadow's.’ I can have no doubt that tlie lady he 
here alludes to was the object of his own unfortunate first 
love ; and as little, that in the romantic generosity, both of 
the youthful poet who fails to win her lu,glier favour, and of 
his chivalrous competitor, we have before us something more 
than a mere shadow. 

“ In sxiite of these graceful characters, the inimitable 
sceneiy on which they are presented, and the splendid viva- 
city and thrilling interest of several chapters in the story — 
such as the opening interview of Bertram and Wyclifte— the 
flight up the cliff on the Greta— the first entrance of the cave 
at Brignall— the firing of Rokeby Cjistle— and the catastrophe 
in Egliston Abbey; in spite certainly of exquisitely happy 
lines profusely scattered throughout the whole composition, 
and of some detached images — that of the setting of the tro- 
pical sun, for example— which were never surpassed by any 
poet ; in spite of all these merits, the immediate success of 
Rokeby was greatly inferior to that of the Lady of the Lake ; 
nor has it ever since been so much a favourite with tlie public 
at large as any other of his poetical romances. He ascribes 
this failure, in his introduction of 1830, jjartly to the ratlicallv 
uupoetical character of the Round-heads; but surely their 
character has its poetical side also, had his prejudices allowed 
him to enter upon its study with inqiartial sympathy ; and I 
doubt not Mr. Morritt suggested the difticulty on this aeore,, 
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when the outline of the story was as yet nndetennined, from j 
consideration rather of the poet’s peculiar feelings, and 
powers as hitherto exlubited, than of the subject absolutely. 
Partly be blames the satiety of the public ear, which had had 
so much of his rhythm, not only from himself, but from 
dozens of mocking birds, male and female, all more or less 
applauded in their day, and now all equally forgotten. This 
circumstance, too, had probably no slender effect; the more 
that, in defiance of all the hints of his friends, he now, in his 
narrative, repeated (with more negligence) the uniform octo- 
syllabic couplets of the Lady of the Lake, instead of recurring ■ 
to the more varied cadence of the Lay or Marmion, It is I 


i fair to add that, among the London circles at least, some sar- 
castic flings in JWr. Moore’s * Twopenny Post Bag’ must have 
had an unfavourable influence f»n this occasion. But the 
cause of failure which the poet himself places last, was un- 
questionably the main one. The deeper and darker passion 
of Childe Harold, the audacity of its morbid voluptuousness, 
and the melancholy majesty of the numbers in which it defied 
the world, had taken the general imagination by storm ; and 
Rokeby, with many beauties, and some sublimities, was 
pitched, as a whole, on a key which seemed tame in the c«‘m- 
parison.”— Lockhart. Li/e of Scott, vol. iv. pp. 
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APPENDIX. 


, Note A. ' 

O-n Barmr(rs towerS:, and Tees^s dream, tjc.— P. 2a:». 

IUjiward Castlk,” stiitli old Lelaiul, standeth stately 
u}«>u Tees.” It is founded upon a very liigli bank, and its 
ruins impend over the river, including within the area a cir- 
cuit of six acres and upwards. This once magnificent fortress 
derives its name from its founder, Barnard Baiiol, the ances- 
tor of the short and unfortunate dynasty of tliat name, which 
succeeded to the Scottish throne under the patronage of Ed- 
ward I. and Edward III. BalioTs Tower, afterwards men- 
tioned in the poem, is a round tower of great size, situated at 
the western extremity of the huilding. It bears marks of 
great antiquity, and was remarkable for the curious construc- 
tion of its vaulted roof, which has been lately greatly injured 
by the operations of some persons, to whom the tower has 
been leased for the purpose of making patent shot! The 
pros|)ect from the top of Baliol’s Tower commands a rich and 
magnificent view of the wooded valley of the Tees. 

Barnard Castle often changed masters during the middle 
ages. Upon the forfeiture of the unfortunate John Baiiol, the 
first king of Scotland of that family, Edward I. seized this 
fortress among tlie other English estates of his refractory vas- 
sal. Itw'as afterw’ards vested in the Beauchamps of War- 
wick, and in the Staffords of Buckingham, and was also some- 
times in the possession of the Bishops of Durham, and some- 
times in that of the crown. Bichard III. is said to have en- 
larged and strengthened its fortifications, and to have made 
it for some time his principal residence, for the purpose of 
bridlmg and suppressing the Lancastrian faction in the north- 
ern counties. From the StatTords, Barnard Castle passed, 
prohaldy by marriage, into the possession of the powerful 
Nevilles, Earls of Westmoreland, and belonged to the last 
representative of that family, when he engaged with the Earl 
of Northumberland in the ill-concerted insurrection of the 
twelfth of Queen Elizabeth. Upon this occasion, however, 
Sir George Bowses of Sheatlam, who held great possessions in 
the neighhourho(5d, anticipated the two insurgent earls, by 
seizing upon and garrisoning Barnard Castle, which he held 
out for ten days against all their forces, and then surrendered 
it upon honournhle terms. See Sadler’s State Papers, vol. ii. 
p. 3150. In a ballad, contained in Percy’s Reliques of Ancient 
Poetry, vol. i., the siege is thus commemorated 

Then Sir George Bowes he straight way rose, 

After them some spoyle to make ; 

These noble cries turned back againe, 

And aye they vowed that knight to take. 

That baron he to his castle fled ; 

* To Barnard Castle then fled he ; 

The uttermost walles were eatlie to won, 

The erics have won them preseutlie. 


The uttermost walles were lime and bjiclc j 
But though they won them soon anoiie, 

Long ere they wan the innermost walles, 

For they were cut in rock and stone.” 

By the suppression of this rehellion, and the consequent 
forfeiture of the Earl of Westmoreland, Barnard Castle re- 
verted to the crown, and was sold or leased out to Car, Earl 
of Somerset, the guilty and unhappy favourite of James I. 
It was afterwards gmiited to Sir Henry Vane the elder, and 
was therefore, in all probability, occupied for the Parliament, 
whose interest during the Civil War was so keenly espoused 
by the Vanes. It is now, with the other estates of that family, 
the property of the Right Honourable Earl of Darlington. 


Note B. 


-no human car. 


Unsliarpen'd hy revenge and fear. 

Could e'er distinguish horse's cUmk.-^V, 200- 

I have had occasion to remark, in real life, the effect of 
keen ancT fervent anxiety in giving acuteness to the organs of 
sense. My gifted friend, Miss Joanna Baillie, whose drama- 
tic works display such intimate acquaintance with the opera- 
tions of human passion, has not omitted this remarkable cir- 
cumstance:— 

** Be BTontfort. { Of Ms guard. ) ’Tis Rezenvelt : I heard 
his well-known foot. 

From the first staircase mounting step by step. 

Freb. How quick an ear thon hast for distant sound ! 

I heard him not. 

I Be Mont ford looks embarrassed, and is silent.") 


Note C. 


The morion's plumes Ms visage hide, 

And the hufeoai, in ample fold, 

3IanUes his form's gigantic mould.— T?. 291. 

The use of complete suits of armour was fallen into disuse 
during the Civil War, though they were still worn by leaders 
of rank and importance. In the reign of King James 1.,” 
says our military antiquary, “no great alterations were made 
in the article of defensive armour, except that the buft-coat, 
or jerkin, which was originally worn under the cuirass* now 
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b^'came fre.iuentlya suMitiite for it, it having been fount! 
that a good buff leather would of itself resist the stroke of a 
sword ; this, however, only occasionally took place ainoug the 
li^ht-armed cavalry and infantry, complete suits of armour 
being still used among the heavy horse. Buff-coats continued 
to he worn hy the city trained-hands till within the memory 
of persons now living, so that defensive armour may, iu 
some measure, be said to have terminated in the same mate- 
rials with which it began, that is, the skins of animals, or lea- 
ther.”— G uosh’s Military AnUg^iUies. Bond. 1801, 4to, vol. h. 


On lu's dark Hice a scoyching 
And toil, had done ike iwrk of time. 


Death had he seen b^ sudden bloio, 

By iimting plague, by tortures sloia.-^-P. 291. 


In this character, I have attempted to sketch one of those 
West Indian adventurers, who, du ring the course of the seven- 
teenth century, were popularly known by the name of Bucar 
niers. The successes of the English iu the predatory incur- 
sions upon Spanish America, during the reign of Elizabeth, 
had never been forgotten ; and, from that period downward, 
the exploits of Brake and Raleigh were imitated, ui^on a 
smaller scale indeed, but with equally desperate %'alour, by 
small bands of pirates, gathered from all nations, but chiefly 
French and English. The engrossing policy of the Spaniards 
tended greatly to increase the number of these freebooters, 
from whom their commerce and colonies sutfered, in the issue, 
dreadful calamity. The Windward Islands, which the Span- 
iards did not deem worthy their own occupation, had been 
gradually settled by adventurers of the French and English 
nations. But Frederic of Toledo, who w'as despatclied ill 
1630, with a powerful fleet against the Dutch, had orders from 
the Court of Madrid to destroy these colonies, whose vicinity 
at once offended the pride and excited the jealous suspicions 
of their Spanish neighbours. This order the Spanish Admiral 
executed with sufficient rigour ; but the only consequence was, 
that the planters, being rendered desperate by persecution, 
began, under the well-known name of Bucaniers, to comiuenco 
a retaliation so horridly savage, tliat tlie perusal makes tlie 
reader shudder. When they carried on their depredations at 
sea, they boarded, without respect to disparity of number, 
every Spanish vessel that came in their way ; and, demeaning 
themselves, both in the battle and after the conquest, more 
like demons than human beings, they succeeded in impress- 
ing their enemies with a sort of superstitious terror, which 
rendered them incapable of offering effectual resistance, 

1 From piracy at sea, they advanced to making predatory de- 
scents on the Spanish territories ; in which they displayed the 
same furious and irresistible valour, the same tliirst of spoil, 
and the same brutal inhumanity to their captives. The largo 
treasures which they acquired in their adventures, they dissl- 
I ])ated by the most unliouuded licentiousness in gaming, \vo- 
i men, wine, and debauchery of every species. Wlioii iheir 
spoils wore thus wasted, they entered into some new' associa- 
tion, and undertook new adventures. For farther particulars 
concerning these extraordinary banditti, the reader may con- 
sult Raynal, or the common and popular book called the lim- 
tory of tlie Bucaniers. 


Of the buff-coats, which were worn over the corslets, seve- 
ral arc yet preserved ; and Captain Grose has given an engra- 
ving of one which was used in the >ime of Charles I. by Sir 
Francis Rhodes, Bart, of Balbrough-Hall, Derbyshire. They 
were usually lined vrith silk or linen, secured before by but- 
tons, or by a lace, ami often richly decorated with gold or sil- 
ver embroidery. From the following curious account of a dis- 
pute respecting a buff-coat between au old roundhead captain 
and a justice of peace, by whom his arms w'ere seized after i 
the Restoration, we learn, that the value and importance of i 
this defensive garment were considerable A party of horse ^ 
came to ray house, conimanded by Mr. Peebles ; and he told i 
me he was come for my arms, and that I must deliver them. | 
I asked him fur his order. He told me he had a better order : 
than Oliver used to give; and, clapping his hand upon his 
sword-hilt, he said, that was his order. I told him, if he had 
none but that, it was not sufficient to take my arms; and 
then he pulled out his warrant, and I read it. It was signed 
by Wentworth Armitage, a general warrant to search all per- 
sons they suspected, and 80 left the power to the soldiers at 
their pleasure. They came to us at Coalley-Hall, about sun- 
setting; and I caused a candle to be lighted, and conveyed 
Peebles into the room where my arms were. My arms were 
near the kitchen fire; and there they took away fowling- 
pieces, pistols, muskets, carbines, and such like, better than 
£ 20. Then Mr. Peebles asked me for my buff-coat ; and I 
told him they had no order to take away my apparel. He 
told me I was not to dispute their orders; but if I would not 
deliver it, he would carry me away prisoner, and had me out 
of doors, y et he let me alone unto the next morning, that I 
must wait ujion Sir John, at Halifax ; and, coming before him, 
he threatened me, and said, if 1 did not send the coat, for it 
was too good for me to keep. 1 told him it was not in his 
power to demand my apparel; and he, growing into a fit, 
called me rebel and traitor, and said, if I did not send the coat 
with all speed, he would send me whore I did not like well. 
I told him I was no rebel, and he did not well to call me so 
before these soldiers and gentlemen, to make mo the mark 
for every one to shoot at. I dei)arted the room ; yet, notwith- 
standing all the threatenings, did not send the coat. But the 
next day he sent John Lyster, the son of Mr. Tliomas Lyster, 
of Shipden Hall, for this coat, with a letter, verbatim thus - 
' Mr. Hodson, I admire you will play the child so with me as 
you have done, in writing such an inconsiderate letter. Let 
me have the buff-coat sent forthwith, otlierwise you .shall so 
hear from me as will not very well please you.’ 1 was not at 
home when this messenger came ; but I had ordered my wife 
hot to deliver it, but, if they would take it, iet them look to 
it : and he took it away ; and one of Sir John’s brethren wore 
it many years after. They sent Captain Butt to compound 
with my wife about it ; bat I sent word I would have my own 
again : but he advised me to take a price for it, and make no 
more ado. 1 said, it was hard to take my arms and apparel 
too ; I had laid out a great deal of money for them ; I hoped 
they did not mean to destroy me, by taking my goods illegally 
from me. He said he would make up the matter, if I pleased, 
betwixt us ; and, it seems, had brought Sir John to a price 
for my coat. I would not have taken £ 10 for it ; he would 
have given about £4 ; but, wanting my receipt for the money, 
kept both sides, and I had never satisfaction.”-- 
ef Captain Uodyson* Edin, 1866, p. 178. 


■ Oh Hlarstuii lifuth 

arct, front to front, the ranks ifikatk.—V. 


Thewell-knovni and desperate battle of Loug-Marstou Moor, 
which terminated so unfortunately for the cause of OhurioM, 
commenced under very different auspices. Prince Rupert 
had marched with an army of 20,000 men for the relief of 
York, then besieged by Sir Thomas Fairfax, at the head of 
the Parliamentary army, and the Earl of Levon, with tlie 
Scottish auxiliary forces. In this he so com plot ely s ucceed ed, 
that he compelled the be.siegers to retreat to Marston Moor, 
a large open plain, about eight miles distant from tho city 
Thither they were followed by the I*iince, who had now 
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united to his army the garrison of York, probably not less than 
ten tlionsand men strong, under the gallant Marquis (then 
Itarl) of Newcastle. Whitelocke has recorded, with mneh 
iin])artiality, the following particulars of this eventful day : — 
^‘Thc right wing of the Parliament was commatided by Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, and consisted of all his horse, and three 
regiments of the Scots horse ; the left wing was commanded 
by tlie Earl of ^lanchoster and Colonel Cromwell. One body 
of tlieir foot was commanded by Lord Fairfax, and consisted 
ot his foot, and two brigades of the Scots foot for reserve ; and 
the main body of tlie rest of the foot was commanded by Gene- 
ral Leven. 

“ The right wing of the Prince’s army was commanded by 
the Earl of Newcastle; the left wing by the Prince himself; 
and the main body by General Goring, Sir Charles Lucas, and 
Afajor-Gcneral Porter. Thus were both sides drawn up into 
battalia. 

“July 3d, 1G44. In this posture both armies faced each 
other, and about seven o’clock in the morning the fight began 
between them. The IMnec, with his left wing, fell on the 
Parliament’s right wing, routed them, and pursued them a 
great way ; the like did General Goring, Lucas, and Porter, 
upon the Parliament’s main body. The three generals, giving 
all for lost, hasted out of the field, and many of tlicir soldiers 
fled, and threw down their arms ; the King’s forces too eagerly 
following them, the victory, now almost achieved by them, 
WHS again snatched out of their hands. For Colonel Crom- 
well, with the brave regiment of his countrymen, and Sir 
Tliomas Fairfax, having rallied some of his horse, fell upon 
the Ih'ince’s right wing, where the Earl of Newcastle was, and 
routed them ; and the rest of their companions rallying, they 
fell altogether uijou the divided bodies of Rupert and Goring, 
and totally dispersed them, and obtained a complete victory, 
after three hours’ fight. 

“ Prom this battle and the pursuit, some reckon were buried 
7(K10 Englishmen ; all agree tliat above 3000 of the Prince’s 
men were slain in the battle, besides those in the chase, and 
3000 prisoners taken, many of their chief officers, twenty-five 
pieces of ordnance, forty-seven colours, 10,000 arras, two wag- 
gons of carabiiiis and X)istols, 1.30 barrels of piowder, and all 
their bag and baggage.”— Whitelocke ’s Memoirs, fol. p. 89. 
Lend. 10iJ2. 

Lord Clarendon infonns us, that the King, previous to re- 
ceiving the true account of tlie battle, had been informed, by 
an express from Oxford, “ tha,t Prince Rupert had not only 
relieved York, but totally defeated the Scots, with many par- 
ticulars to confirm it, all which was so much believed there, 
that they had made public fires of joy for the victory.” 


Note F, 

Blonckton and Mitlon told the news, 

Ho w troops of Roundheads choked the Ouse, 

, And rnmiy a bomiy Scot, aghast, 

Spurring his palfrey northward, past, 

Vursing the day when zeal or meed 

First lured their Lesley o'er the Tweed.—'?, 295. 

Monckton and Mitton are villages near the river Ouse, and 
not very distant from the field of battle. The particulars of 
the action were violently disputed at the time ; but the fol- 
lowing extract, from the Manuscript History of the Baronial 
House of Somerville, is decisive as to the flight of the Scottish 
general, the Earl of Leven. The particulars are given by the 
author of the liistory on the authority of his father, then the 
representative of the family. This curious manuscript has 
been published by consent of my noble friend, the present 
Lord Somerville. 


861 

The order of this great battell, wherin both armies wsisi 
neer of ane equall number, consisting, to the best calculatione, 
neerto three score thousand men upon both sydes, I slmil 
not take upon me to discryve; albeit, from the draughts then 
taken upon the place, and information I receaved from this 
gentleman, who being then a volunteer, as having no com- 
mand, had opportunitie and libertie to ryde from the one wing 
of the armie to the other, to view all ther several squadrons of 
horse and battallious of foot, how furmed, and in what 
manner drawn up, with every other circumstance relating to 
the fight, and that both as to the King’s arniies and that of 
the Parliament’s}, amongst whom, untill the engadgment, no 
went from statione to stationc to observe ther order and 
forme ; but that the descriptione of this battcll, with the va- 
rious success on })Oth sides at the beginning, with the loss of 
the royal armie, and the sad cft’ccts that followed that mis- 
fortune as to his Majestie’s interest, hes been so often done 
already by English authors, little to our comniendatione, how 
justly I shall not dispute, seing the truth is, as <mr prineii)al. 
generall fled that night neer fourtie mylles from the place ut 
the fight, that part of the armie where he commanded being to- 
tallie routed ; but it is as true, that much of the victorie is 
attributed to the good conduct of David Lesselie, lievetenneut- 
generiill of our horse. Cromwell himself, that minione of 
fortune, but the rod of God’s wTath, to punish eftirward three 
rebellious nations, disdained not to take orders»from him, 
albeit then in the same qualitie of command for the Parlia- 
ment, as being lievetennent-gcneral to the Earl of Manches- 
ter’s horse, whom, with the assistance of the Scots horse, 
haveing routed the Prince’s right wing, as he had doiu 
that of the Parliament’s. These two commanders of tho 
horse upon that wing wisely restrained the great bodies 
of their horse from persuing these brocken troups, but, 
wheelling to the left-hand, falls in upon the naked flanks 
of the Prince’s main battalhon of foot, carying them doune 
with great violence ; nether mett they with any great resis- 
tance untill they came to the Marques of Newcastle his bat« 
tallione of White Coats, who, first peppering them soundly 
with ther shott, when they came to charge, stoutly bore them 
up with their picks that they could not enter to break tliem. 
Here the Parliament’s horse of that wing receaved ther 
greatest losse, and a stop for soraetyme putt to ther hoped- 
for victorie ; and that only by the stout resistance of this gal- 
lant battallione, which consisted neer of four thousand foot, 
until at length a Scots regiment of dragonns, commanded by 
Collonell Frizeall, with other two, was brought to open them 
upon some hand, which at length they did, when all the 
ammunitione was spent. Having refused quarters, every man 
fell in the same order and ranke wherein he had foughten. 

“ Be this execution was done, the Prince returned from 
the persuite of the right wing of the Parliament’s horse, which 
he had beatteii and followed too farre, to the losse of tho 
battell, which certanely, in all men’s opinions, he might have 
caryed if he had not been too violent ui)OU the pursuito; 
which gave his enemies upon the left-hand opjijortunilie to 
disperse and cut doune liis infantrie, wdio, haveing cleared tlie 
field of all the standing bodies of foot, wer now, with many 
of their oune, standing ready to receave the 
charge of his allmost spent horses, if he should attempt :t ; 
which the Prince observeing, and seeing all lost, he retreated 
to Yorke with two thousand horse. Not^^■ithstanding of this, 
ther was that night such a consternatione in the Parliament 
armies, that it’s believed by most of those that wer there pre- 
sent, that if the Prince, haveing so great a body of horse iu- 
teire, had made ane onfall that night, or the ensueing morning 
be-tyme, he had carryed the victorie out of taer hands ; ior 
it’s certane, by the morning’s light, he had rallyed a body of 
ten thousand men, wherof ther was neer three thousand gallant 
horse. These, with the assistance of the toune and garrisoune 
of Yorke, might have done mucli to have recovered the 
victory, for the loss of this battell in effect lost the Hing and 
Ms interest in the three kingdomes ; his ilajestie never being 
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a-ble eflir tliis to make head in the north, but lost hisgarrisons 
everf day. ' 

As for Generali Lessciie, in the beginning of this flight 
haveing that part of the army quite brockcn, whare he had 
placed himself, by the valour of the Prince, he imagined, and 
was confermed by the opinione of others then upon the place 
with him, that the battell was irrecoverably lost, seeing they 
wer fleeing ui)on all hands; theirfore they humblie in- 
treated his excellence to reteir and wait his better fortune, 
which, without farder advyseing, he did ; aud never drew 
bridle untill he came the lenth of Leads, having ridden all 
that night with a cloak of drap de berrie about Mm, belonging 
to this gentleman of whom I write, then in his retinue, with 
many other oflicens of good qualitie. It was neer twelve the 
next day befor they had the certanety who was master of the 
Seld, when at length ther arryves ane expresse, sent by David 
Lesselie, to acquaint the General they had obtained a most 
glorious victory, and that the Prince, with his brocken 
troupes, was fled from Yorke. This intelligence was some- 
what amazeing to these gentlemen that had been eye-wit- 
nesses to the disorder of the armie before ther retearing, and 
had then accompanyed the General in his flight ; w'ho, being 
much w^earyed that evening of the battell with ordering of 
his armie, and now quite spent with Ms long journey in the 
night, had casten himselfe donne upon a bed to rest, wnen ; 
this gentle5ian comeing qnyetly into his chamher, ne awoite, 
and hastily cryesont, ‘ Lievetennent-collonell, what news?’ — 

* All is safe, may it please your Excellence ; the Parliament’s 
armie hes obtained a great victory ;* and then delyvers the 
letter. The Generali, upon the hearing of this, knocked upon 
his breast, and sayes, * I would to God I had died upon the 
place!’ and then opens the letter, which, in a few lines, gave 
ane account of the victory, and in the close pressed his speedy 
returne to the armie, which he did the next day, being accom- 
panyed some mylles back by this gentleman, who then takes 
his leave of him, and receaved at parting many expressions of 
kyndenesse, with promises that he would never be unnxyndful 
of his care and respect towards Mm ; and in the end he in- 
treats him to present his service to all his friends and ac- 
quaintances in Scotland. Thereftirthe Generali sets forward 
in his journey for the armie, as this gentleman did for 

, in order to his transportation e for Scotland, 
where he arryred sex dayes eftir the fight of Mestoune Muir, 
and gave the first true account and descriptione of that great 
battel], wherein the Covenanters then gloryed soe much, that 
they impiously boasted the Lord had now signallyappeared 
for his cause and people ; it being ordinary for them, dureing 
the whole time of this warre, to attribute the greatnes of their 
success to the goodnes and justice of ther cause, untill Divine 
Justice trj’sted them with some crossedispensatione, and then 
you might have heard this language from them, * That it 
pleases the Lord to give his oune the heavyest end of the tree 
tf> bear, that the saints and the people of God must still be suf- 
ferers while they are here away, that the malignant party was 
God’s rod to punish them for ther unthankfullnesse, which in 
the end he will cast into the fire with a thousand otner ex- 
pressions and scripture citations, prophanely and blasphe- 
mously uttered by them, to palliate ther villainie aud rebel- 
lion.**— o/tke SomerviUes. Edin, IfllS. 


Note Gr. 

fFUJt Jm barb'd horse, fresh tidings sag. 

Stout Croma-cU has redeem'd the dag.~P. 20'3. 

. Cromwell, with his regiment of cuirassiers, had a principal 
share in turning the fate of the day at JHarston Moor ; which 
was equally matter of triumph to the Independents, and of 
grief and heart-burning to the Presbyterians and to the Scot- 


tish. Principal Baillie expresses his dissati.sfaction as fbl- 
lows:— 

The Independents sent up one quickly to assure tlint all 
the glory of that night was theirs ; and they and their Major- 
General Cromwell had done it all there alone: but Captain 
Stuart afterward showed the vanity and falsehood of their 
disgraceful relation. God gave us that victory wonderfully. 
There were three generals on each side, Lesley, Fairfax, and 
Manchester ; Bupert, Newcastle, and King, Within half an 
hour and less, all six took them to their heels this to you 
alone. The disadvantage of the ground, and violence of the 
flower of Prince Rupert’s horse, carried all our right wing 
down ; only Eglinton kept ground, to his great loss ; his lieu- 
tonant-crowner, a brave man, I fear .shall die, and his son Ro- 
bert be mutilated of an arm. Lindsay had the greatest hazard 
of any ; but the beginning of the victory was from David Les- 
ly, who before was much suspected of evil designs : he, with 
the Scots and Cromwell’s horse, having the advantage of the 
ground, did dissipate all before them. ’’—Baillie’s Letta'sand 
Journals, Edin, 1705. 8vo, ii. 3G. 


Note H. 

Do mt mg natim daks prolong 
Of Percy Bede, the tragic song. 

Train'd forward to Ms bloody fall. 

By Girsonfeld, that treacherous Hailf—P. 20X 

In a poem, entitled “The Lay of the Reedwater Minstrel,” 
Newcastle, 1809, this tale, with many others peculiar to the 
valley of the Reed, is commemorated “ The particulars of 
the traditional story of Parcy Reed of Troughend, and the 
Halls of Girsonfield, the author had from a descendant of the 
family of Reed. From his account, it appears that Percival 
Reed, Esquire, a keeper of Reedsdale, w-as betrayed by the 
Halls (hence denominated the false- hearted Ha’s) to a band 
of moss-troopers of the name of Crosier, who slew him at Ba- 
tinghope, near the source of the Reed. 

“ The Hails were, after the murder of Parcy Reed, held in 
such universal abhorrence and contempt by the inhabitants of 
Reedsdale, for their cowardly and treacherous behaviour, that 
they were obliged to leave the country.” In another passage, 
we are informed that the ghost of the injured Borderer is sup- 
posed to haunt the banks of a brook called the Pringle. 
These Redes of Troughend were a very ancient family, as may 
be conjectured from their deriving their surname from the 
river on which they had their mansion. An epitaph on one 
of their tombs affirms, that the family held their lands of 
Troughend, which are situated on the Reed, nearly opposit® 
to Otterburn, for the incredible space of nine hundred years. 


Note I. 

Jnd near the spot that garc me name. 

The moated mound of Jlisingham, 
jyherc Reed upo?i her margin sees 
Sweet J^ruodhurne's cottages and trees. 

Some ancient sculptor's art has shown 
An outlaw's image on the stone,— P. 295. 

Risingham, upon the river Reed, near the beautiful hanriet 
of Woodburn, is an ancient Roman station, formerly cal It'd 
Habitancum. Camden says, that in his time the popular ao- 
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cotmt bore, that it had been the abode of a deity, or giant, 
called Magon ; and appeals, in support of this tradition, as 
well as to the etymology of Eisingham, or Beisenham, which 
signifies, in German, the habitation of the giants, to two Ro- 
man altars talcen out of the river, inscribed, Diso Mogonti 
Cadknohum. About half a mile distant from Bisingham, 
upon an eminence covered with scattered birch-trees and frag- 
ments of rock, there is cut upon a large rock, in alto reUfieo, 
a remarkable figure, called Robin of Bisingham, or Robin of 
Heedsdale. It presents a hunter, with his how raised in one 
hand, and in the other what seems to be a have. There is a 
quiver at the hack of the figure, and he is dressed in a long 
coat, or kirtle, coming down to the knees, and meeting close, 
with a girdle bound round him. Dr. Horselcy, who saw all [ 
monuments of antiquity with Roman eyes, inclines to think ' 
this figure a Roman archer : and certainly the bow is rather 
of the ancient size than of that which was so formidable in the 
hand of the English archers of the middle ages. But the rude- 
ness of the whole figure prevents our founding strongly upon 
mere inaccuracy of proportion. The popul ar tradition is, that 
it represents a giant, wliose brother resided at Woodburn, and 
he himself at Kisinghara. It adds, that they subsisted by 
hunting, and that one of them, finding the game become too 
scarce to support them, poisoned his companion, in whose 
memory the monument was engraved. What strange and 
tragic circuras<-ance may be concealed under this legend, or 
■whether it is utterly apocryphal, it is now impossible to dis- 
cover. 

The name of Robin of Redesdalo was given to one of the 
Umfravilles, Lords of Prudhoe, and afterwards to one Hil- 
liard, a friend and follower of the king-making Earl of War- 
wick. This person commanded an army of Noi’thamptonshire 
and northern men, who seized on and beheaded the Earl 
Rivers, father to Edward the Fourth’s queen, and his son, Sir 
John Woodvillc.—See Holinshed, ad annum, 1403. 


Bo thou revere 

The statufi’n of the Bncankr.—V. 235. 

The “statutes of the Bucaniers” were, in reality, more 
equitable than could have been expected from the stale of 
society under which they had been formed. They chiefly re- 
lated, as may readily be conjectured, to the distribution and 
the inheritance of their idunder. 

When the expediiiou was completed, the fund of prize-mo- 
ney acquu-ed was thrown together, each party taldug his oath 
that he had retained or concealed no part of the common stock. 
If any one transgressed in this important particular, the pu- 
nishment was, his being set ashore on some desert key or 
island, to shift for himself as he could. The owners of the ves- 
sel nad then their share assigned for the expenses of the out- 
fit. These were generally old pirates, settled at Tobago, J a- 
maica, St. Domingo, or some other French or English settle- 
ment. The surgeon’s and carpenter’s salaries, with the price 
('ll iirovisions and ammunition, were also defrayed. Then fol- 
lowed the compensation due to tlie maimed and wounded, 
rated according to the damage they had sustained ; as six hun- 
dred pieces of eight, or six slaves, for the loss of an arm or leg, 
and so in proportion. j 

“ After this act of justice and humanity, the remainder of 
the booty -was divided into as many shares as there T^-ere Bu- 
caniers. The commander could only lay claim to a single 
share, as the rest *, but they complimented him with two or 
three, in proportion as he had acquitted himself to their satis- 
faction. When the vessel was not the property of the whole 
comjjanv, the person who ha.d fitted it out, and furnished it 
with necessary arms and ammunition, was entitled to a third 


of all tile prizes. Favour had never any influence in the di- 
vision of the booty, for every share was determined by lot. 
Instances of such rigid justice as this are not easily met with, 
and they extended even to the dead. Their share was given 
to the man who was Icnown to be their companion when alive, 
and therefore their heir. If the person who had been killed 
had no intimate, his part was sent to his relations, when they 
were known. If there -were no fiicnds nor relations, it was 
distributed in charity to the poor and to churches, which were 
to pray for the person in whose name these benefactions were 
giveii, the fruits of inhuman, but necessary piratical plun- 
ders."-- Ray nal's Bistort/ of Euro/ican S^ithnnents in the 
East and Ji’est Indies, ht/ Jnstamond. Loud. 1776, itvo, iii 
p. 41. 


The course of Tecs.~V. 2fl<>. 

The view from Barnard Castle commands the rich and mag- 
nificent valley of Tecs. Immediately adjacent to the river, 
the banks are very thickly wooded ; at a little distance they 
are more open and cultivated ; but, being interspersed with 
hedge-rows, and with isolated trees of great size and age, they 
still retain the richness of woodland scenery. The river it- 
self flows in a deep trench of solid rock, chiefly limestone and 
marble. The finest view of its romantic course is from a 
handsome modern-built bridge over the Tees, by the late Sir. 
Morritt of Rokeby. In Leland’s time, the marble quarries 
seem to have been of some value. ‘‘ Haixl under the cliff bv 
Eglistf>n, is found on eche sitle of Tese very fair marble, wont 
to be taken up booth by marbelers of Barnardes Custelie and 
of Egiiston, and partly to have been ■wrought by them, and 
partly sold on wrought to others.”~Ri/icrtir//’. Oxford, 17fiu, 
8vo, p. 80. 


Note M. 

EejUstmi's grey ruins.—?. 8li0. 

The ruins of this abbey, or priory, (for Tanner calls it the 
former, and Leland the latter ) are beautifully .situated upon 
the angle, formed by a little dell called lli(»r»gill, at its junc- 
tion with the Tees. A good part of tlie religious house is still 
in some degree habitable, but the church is in ruins. Eghs- 
ton was dedicated to St. Alary and St. John the Baptist, and 
is supposed to have been founded by Ralph de Ahiitou about 
the end of Henry the Second’s reign. There wore formerly 
the tombs of the families of Rokeby, Bowes, and Fitz-Hugli. 


i}it> mound. 

Raised by that Legum long reiioirn'd. 

IFhose votive shrine asserts their ehiim. 

Of pious, faiO/ful, conquering fame.— ?. 300. 

Close behind the George Inn at Greta Bridge, there is a 
■well-preserved Roman encampment, surrounded with a triple 
ditch, lying between the river Greta and a brook called the 
Tutta. The four entrances are easily to be discerned. Very 
many Roman altars and monuments have been found in the 
vicinity, most of which are preserved at Rulceby by my friend 
Mr. Morritt. Among others is a small votive altar, with the 
inscription, leg. vi. vic. i*. f. f., which lias been rendered, 
Legio. ScJCta. Fidrix. Fia. Fortis. Fldelis. 


'M 
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shelving descents, Sown which ilie stream /dashes mth s^reat 
Note 0. noise and impetnositv, vindicating its etymology, which has 

been derived from the Gothic, Gridan, to clamour. The 
RokJprs iumU P. 3f>0* hanks partake of the same wild and romantic character, being 

chiefiy lofty cliffs of limestone rock, whose grey colour con- 
This ancient manor long gave name to a family by whom trasts admirably with the various trees and shrubs which ftud 
it is said to have been, possessed from the Conquest down- root among their crevices, as well as with the hue of the ivy, 
ward, and who are at different times distinguished in history, which clings around them in profusion, and hangs down from 
It was the Baron of Rokeby who finaUy defeated the insur- their projections in long sweeping tendrils. At other points 
rection of the Earl of Northumherland, tempore Hen. IF., of the rocks give place to precipitous banks of earth, bearing 
which Holinshed gives the following accoutit The King, large trees intermixed with copsewood. In one spot the dell, 
advertised hereof, caused a great armie to be assembled, and which is elsewhere very narrow, widens for a space to leave 
came forward with the same towards his enemies ; but ycr the room for a dark grove of yew trees, intermixed here and there 
King came to Nottingham, Sir Thomas, or (as other copies with aged pines of uncommon size. Directly opposite to this 
haue} Sir Rafe Rokesbie, Shiriffc of Yorkeshire, assembled the sombre thicket, the cliffs on the other side of the Greta are 
forces of the countrie to resist the Earle and his power; com- tall, white, and fringed with all kinds of deciduous shrubs, 
ing to Grimbautbrigs, beside Knaresborough, there to stop The whole scenery of this spot is so much adapted to the itleas 
them the passage ; but they returning aside, got to Weather- of superstition, that it has acquired the name of Eloekula, 
bie, and so toTadcaster, and finally came forward unto Bram- from the place where the Swedish witches were supposed to 
ham-moor, near to Haiziewood, where they chose their ground hold their Sabbath. The dell, however, has superstitions of 
meet to fight upon. The Shiriffe was as readie to giue battcll its own growth, for it is sup-posL-d to he haunted by a female 
as the Erie to recciue it ; and so with a standard of S. George sjiectre, called the Dohio of Mortham. The cause assigned 
spread, set ficretdie vpoii the Earle, who, TOdcr a standard of for her apiiearanco is a lady's having been whilom murdered 
his owne arraes, encountered his aduersaries with great man- in the wood, in evidence of which, her blood is shown inpon 
hood. There was a sore incounter and criiell conflict betwixt the stairs of the old tower at Mortham. But whether she was 
the parties, but in the end the victorie fell to the Shiriffe. The slain by a jealous husband, or by savage banditti, or by an 
Lord Bardolfe was taken, hut sore wounded, so that he short- uncle who coveted her eslarc, or by a rejected lover, are points 
lie after died of the hurts. As for the Earle of Northumber- upon which the traditions of Rokeby do not enable us to 


Stirps Persitina periet confusa ruina. 


Sed nos nec sanguis, nec tantum vulnera nostri 
Affeccre senis : quantum gestata per urbem 
Ora ducis, qum transfixo deformia pilo 
Vidimus.* 
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tspatclied her to an Insh prolate, famous for his crimes and 
misfoitunes, to exhort him to repentance, and to apprize him 
that otherwise he would be hanged, and how the bishop was 
satisfied with replying, that if he was born to be hanged, he 
snould not be drowned; — all these, with many more particu- 
lars, may be found at the end of one of John Duntou’s publi- 
cations, culled Athenianism, London, 1710, where the tale is 
engrossed under the title of The Apparition Evidence. 


Note R. 

0/ Erlek's cajj and Elmo’s light— T?. ;302 

“ This Ericus, King of Sweden, in his time was held second 
to none in the magical art ; and he was so familiar with the 
evil spirits, which he exceedingly adored, that which way so- 
ever he turned his cap, the wind would presently blow that 
way. From this occasion he was called Windy Cap ; and 
many men believed that Eegnerus, King of Denmark, by the 
conduct of this Ericus, who was his nephew, did happily ex- 
tend his piracy into the most ^remote parts of the earth, and 
conquered many countries and fenced cities by his cunning, 
and at last was his coadjutor j that by the consent of the no- 
bles, he should be chosen King of Sweden, which continued 
a long time with hijnA’’ery happily, until he died of old age.” 
— -OlaUS, mpra^ p. 45. 


Note S. 

The Bmon Frigak.—V. 302. 

This is an allusion to a well-known nautical superstition 
concerning a fantastic vessel, called by sailors the Filing 
Dutchman, and supposed to he seen about the latitude of the 
Cape of Good Hope. She is distinguished from earthly vessels 
by bearing a press of sail when all others are unable, from 
stress of weather, to show an inch of canvass. The cause of 
her wandering is not altogether certain ; hut the general ac- 
count is, that she was originally a vessel loaded with great 
wealth, on board of wliich some horrid act of murder and pira- 
cy had been committed ; that the plague broke out among the 
w'icked crew who had perpetrated the crime, and that they 
sailed in vain from port to port, offering, as the price of shel- 
ter, the whole of their ill-gotten wealth; that they were ex- 
cluded from every harbour, for fear of the contagion which was 
devouring them ; and that, as a punishment of their crimes, 
the apparition of the ship still continues to haunt those seas 
in which the catastrophe took place, and is considered by the 
mariners as the worst of all possible omens. 

Mj late lamented friend, Dr. John Leyden, has introduced 
this phenomenon into his Scenes of Infancy, imputing, with 
poetical ingenuity, the dreadful judgment to the first shixj 
which commenced the slave trade ’ 

Stout was the ship, from Benin’s palmy shore 
That first the weight of barter’d captives bore ; 

Bedimm’d with blood, the sun with shrinking beams 
Beheld her bounding o’er the ocean streams ; 

But, ere the moon her silver horns had rear’d, 

Amid the crew the speckled plague appear’d. 

Faint and despairing, on their watery bier, 

To every friendly shore the sailors steer ; 

Rcpell’d from port to port, they sue in vain, 

And track with slow unsteady sail the main. 


Where ne’er the bright and buoyant wave is seen 
To streak with wandering foam the sea-wceds gr©ea» 
Towers the tall mast, a lone and leafless tree, 

Till self-impeird amid the waveless sea ; 

Where summer breezes ne’er were heard to sing. 
Nor hovering snow-birds spread the downy wing. 
Fix’d as a rock amid the boundless plain, 

The yellow stream pollutes the stagnant main, 

Till far through night the funeral flames aspire, 

As the red lightning smites the ghastly pyre. 

Still doom’d by fate on weltering billows roll’d, 
Along the deep their restless course to hold, 
Scenting the storm, the shadowy sailors guide 
The prow with sails opposed to wind and tide; 

The Spectre Ship, lu livid glimpsing light, 

Glares baleful on the shuddering watch at night. 
Unblest of God and man!— Till time shall ciui, 

Its view strange horror to the storm shall ieiui.” 


Note T. 

sojne desert isle or keg.—P, 302. 

What contributed much to the security of the Bueanieis 
about the Windward Islands, was the great iminher of little 
islets, called in that country kegs. These are small sandy 
patches, appearing just above the surface of the ocean, co- 
vered only with a few bushes and weeds, but sometimes af- 
fording springs of water, and, in general, much frequented 
by turtle. Such little uninhabited spots afforded the pirates 
good harbours, either for refitting or for the purpose of am- 
bush ; they were occasionally the hiding-i)lace of their trea- 
sure, and often afforded a shelter to themselves. As many 
of the atrocities which they practised on their prisoners were 
committed in such spots, there arc some of these keys whioh 
even now have an indifferent reputation among seamen, and 
where they are with difficulty jirevailed on to remain ashore 
at night, on account of the visionary terrors incident to places 
which have been thus contaminated. 


Note U. 

Ee/ore the gate qf Mortkam stood. —P. 303. 

The castle of Mortham, which Leland terms “ Mr. llokes- 
by’s Place, in ripa citer, scant a quarter of a mile frem Greta 
Bridge, and not a quarter of a mile beneath into Tees,” is a 
picturesque tower, surrounded by buildings of different ages, 
now converted into a farm-house and offices. The hattlementa 
of the tower itself are singularly elegant, the architect having 
broken them at regular intervals into different heights ; while 
those at the comers of the tower project into octangular tur- 
rets. They are also from space to space covered with stones 
laid across them, as in modern embrasures, the whole form- 
ing an uncommon and beautiful effect. The surrounding 
buildings are of a less happy form, being pointed into high 
and steep roofs. A wall, with embrasures, encloses tlic 
southern front, where a low portal arch affords an entry to 
what was the castle-court. At some distance is most happily 
placed, between the stems of tw’o magnificent elms, the mo- 
nument alluded to in the text. It is said to have been 
brought from the ruins of Egliston Priory, and, from the ar 
moury with which it is richly carved, aupoars to have been a 
i tomb of the Fitz-Hufihs. 
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!nt8 situation of Mortham is eminently beautiful, occupying 
a bigb bank, at the bottom of which the Greta -winds out of 
the dark, narrow, and romantic dell, -which the text has at- 
tempted to describe, and flows onward through a more open 
valley to meet the Tecs about a quarter of a mile from the 
castle. l^Iorthara is surrounded by old trees, happily and 
widely grouped with Mr. Morritt’s new plantations. 
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. / Note V, 

T?itire dig, ami tomb go7tr precious heap / 

And bid the dead your treasure keep.— 2, 304^. 

if time did not permit the Bucaniers to lavish away their 
plunder in their usual dehaucheries, they were -wont to hide 
it, with many superstitious solemnities, in the desert islands 
and keys -which they frequented, and where much treasure, 
whose lawless owners perished without reclaiming it, is still 
supposed to be concealed. The most cruel of mankind are 
often the most superstitious; and these pirates are said to 
have had recourse to a horrid ritual, in order to secure an 
unearthly guardian to their treasures. They killed a Negro 
or Spaniard, and buried him with the treasure, believing tl.at 
his spirit would haunt the spot, and terrify away all intruders. 
I cannot produce any other authority on which this custom is 
ascribed to them than that of maritime tradition, which is, 
hc-wever, amply sufficient for the purposes of poetry. 


Note W. 


The power 


That unsubdued and lurking lies 
To take the felon by surprise, 

And force him, as by magic spell, 

In his despite his guilt to tdl.—2. 304. 

All who are conversant with the administration of criminal 
justice, must remember many occasions in which malefactors 
appear to have conducted themselves w-ith a species of infa- 
tuation, either by making un-neccssary confidences respecting 
their guilt, or by sudden and involuntary allusions to circum- 
stances by which it could not fail to be exposed. A remark- 
able instance occurred in the celebrated case of Eugene Aram. 
A skeleton being found near Knaresborough, was supposed, 
oy the persons who gathered around the spot, to be the re- 
mains of one Clarke, -who had disappeared some years before, 
under circumstances leading to a suspicion of his having been 
murdered. One Houseman, who had mingled in the crowd, 
suddenly said, while looking at the skeleton, and hearing the 
opinion which was buzzed around, “ That is no more Dan 
Clarke’s bone than it is mine ! ’’-—a sentiment expressed so 
positively, and with such peculiarity of manner, as to lead all 
who heard him to infer that ho must necessarily know where 
the real body had been interred. Accordingly, being appre- 
hended, he confessed having assisted Eugene Aram to murder 
Clarke, and to hide his body in Saint Robert’s Cave. It hap- 
pened to the author himself, while conversing with a person 
accused of an atrocious crime, for the purpose of rendering 
him professional assistance upen his trial, to hear the prisoner, 
after the most solemn and reiterated protestations that he was 
guiltless, suddenly, and, as it were, involuntarily, in the course 
of his communications, make such an admission as was alto- 
I’cther incompatible with innocence. 


; Note.'X. 

Brackmhimfs dismal 2. ■ 

This tower has been already mentioned. It is situated near 
the north-eaistern extremity of the wall which encloses Bar- 
nard Castle, and is traditionally said to have been the prison. 
By an odd coincidence, it hears a name which -we naturally 
connect with imprisonment, from its being that of Sir Robert 
Brackenbnry, lieutenant of the Tower of London under Ed- 
ward IV. and Richard HI. There is, indeed, some reason to 
conclude, that the tower may actually have derived tlie name 
from that family, for Sir Robert Brackenbury himself posses- 
sed considerable property not far from Barnard Castle. 


Note Y. 


Kohles and knights, so proud of late, 

3Iust fine for freedom and estate. 

Bight heavy shall his ransom be. 

Unless that maid compound iclth thee!— 2. 307. 

After the battle of Marston Moor, the Earl of Newcastle 
retired beyond sea in disgust, and many of his followers laid 
down their arms, and made tlie best composition they could 
with the Committees of Parliament, Fines were imposed 
upon them iji proportion to their estates and degrees of delin- 
quency, and these fines were often bestowed upon such per- 
sons as had deserved well of the Commons. In st>me circum- 
stances it happened, that the oppressed cavaliers were fain to 
form family alliances with some powerful poraon aiming the 
triumphant party. The whole of Sir Robert Howard’s excel- 
lent comedy of The CommitVe. turns upon the plot of Mr. and 
Mrs. Day to enrich their family, by compelling Arabella, 
whose estate was under seqiu>stralion, to marry their son 
Abel, as tlie price by which .she was to compound with Par- 
li-ament for delinquency; that is, for attachment to the royal 
cause. 


Note Z. 


The Indian, prowling for hisprev, 

IFho hears the settlers track his way.— 2. Zifl. 

The patience, abstinence, and ingenuity, exerted by the 
North American Indians, when in pursuit of plunder or ven- 
geance, is the most dh'tinguished feature in their character ; 
and the activity and addres.s -which they display in their re- 
treat is equally surprising. Adair, who«e absurd hypothesis 
and turgid style do not afll'ct the gc’ieral autlienticity of his 
anecdotes, has recorded an instance which seems incredible. 

“ When the Chickasab nation was engaged in a former war 
with the IMuskohge, one of their young warriors set off against 

them to revenge the blood of a near relation Ho 

went through the most unfrequented and thick parts of the 
woods, as such a dangerous enterpri.se required, till ho arri- 
ved opposite to the great and old beloved town of refuge, 
Koosab, -which stands high on the eastern side of a bold river, 
about 250 yards broad, that runs by the late dangerous Albe- 
hama-Fort, down to the black poisoning Mobiilc, and so into 
the Gulf of Mexico. Tliere he concealed himself under 
cover of the top of a fallen pine-tree, in view of the ford of 
the old trading-path, where the enemy now and then pass the 
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mev m their light pojilas canoes. All his war-store of provi- 
sions consisted of three stands of harbicned venison, till he 
had an opportunity to revenge blood, and return home. He 
waited with watchfulness andpatience almost three days, when 
a young man, a woman, and a girl, passed a little wide of him 
an hour before sunset. The former he shot down, toma- 
hawked the other two, and scalped each of them in a trice, in 
full view of the town. By way of bravado, he shaked the 
scalps before them, sounding the awful death- whoop, and set 
ofi' along the trading-path, trusting to his heels, while a great 
many of the enemy ran to their arms and gave chase. Seven 
miles from thence ho entered the great blue ridge of the 
Apalahche Mountains. About an hour before day he had run 
over seventy miles of that mountainous tract ; then, after sleep- 
ing two hours in a sitting posture, leaning his back against a 
tree, he set off again with fresh speed. As he threw away the 
venison when he found himself pursued by the enemy, he was 
obliged to support nature with such herbs, roots, and nuts, 
as his sharp eyes, with a running glance, directed him to 
snatch up in his course. Though I often have rode that war- 
path alone, when delay might have proved dangerous, and 
with as fine and strong horses as any in America, it took me 
ff ve days to ride from the aforesaid Koosah to this sprightly 
warrior’s place in tlie Chickasah country, the distance of SdO 
computed miles ; yet he ran it, and got home safe and well at 
about eleven o’clock of the third day, winch was only one day 
and a half and two nights.”— -Adair’s History of the Ameri- 
can Indians. Lond. 17/5, 4to. p. 305. 


Note 2 A. 

In Bedesdalc his youth had heard 
Each art her wily dalesmen dared, 

When Itooken-edge, and nedsmairhigh, 

To bugle rung and llood-hound’s cry.— 2. 308. 

“What manner of cattle-stealers tliey are that inhabit those 
valleys in the marches of both kingdoms, John Lesley, a 
Scotche man himself, and Bishop of Ross, will inform you. 
They sally out of their own borders in the night, in troops, 
through unfrequented by-ways and many intricate windings. 
All the day-time they refresh tlieniselves and their horses in 
lurking holes they had pitched upon before, till they arrive 
ill the dark in those places they have a design upon. As soon 
as they have seized u])on the booty, they, in like manner, re- 
turn home in the night, through blind ways, and fetching 
many a compass. The more skilful any ca])tain is to pass 
through those wild deserts, crooked turnings, and deep pre- 
cipices, in the thickest niisls, his reputation is the greater, and 
he is looked upon as a man of an excellent head. And they 
are so very cunning, that they seldom have their booty taken 
from them, unless sometimes when, by the help of blood- 
hounds following them exactly upon the tract, they may 
chance to fall into the hands of their adversaries. When being 
taken, they have so much persuasive eloquence, and so many 
smooth insinuating words at command, that if they do not 
move their judges, nay, and even their adversaries, (notwith- 
standing the severity of their natures,) to have mercy, yet 
they incite them to admiration and compassion.”— Camden’s 
JBrita7inia. 

The inhabitants of the valleys of Tyne and Reed were, in 
sneien.^, tiaaos so inordinately addicted to these depredations, 


that in 1564, the Incorporated Merchant-adventurers of New- 
castle made a law that none born in these districts should bs 
admitted apprentice. The inhabitants are stated to be se 
generally addicted to rapine, that no faith should be reposed 
in those proceeding from “ such lewde and wicked progeni- 
tors.” This regulation continued to stand unrepealed until 
1771* A beggar, in an old play, describes himself as “ bom 
in Redesdale, in Northumberland, and come of a wight-riding 
surname, called the Robsons, good honest men and true, 
savmg a liitle shifting for their living, God help them a de- 
scription which would have applied to most Borderers on 
both sides. 

Rcidswair, famed for a skirmish to which it gives name, 
[see Border Minstrelsy, vol. ii. p. 15,] is on the very edge 
of the Carter-fell, which divides England from Scotland. 
The Rooken is a place upon Reedwater. Bertram, being de- 
scribed as a native of these dales, w'hcre the habits of hostile 
depredation long survived the union of the crowns, may have 
been, in some degree, prepared by education for the exercise 
of a similar trade in the wars of the Bucaniers. 


Note 2 B. 

Hiding his face, lestfoemen spy 
The sparkle of his swarthy eye.— 2. 308. 

After one of the recent battles, in. which the Irish rebels 
were defeated, one of their most active leaders was found in a 
bog, in w'hich he was immersed up to the shoulders, while his 
head was concealed by an impending ledge of turf. Being de- 
tected and seized, notwithstanding his precaution, he became 
solicitous to know how his retreat had been discovered. “ I 
caught,” answered the Sutherland Highlander, by whom he 
was taken, “ the sparkle of your eye.” Those who are accus- 
tomed to mark hares upon their form usually discover them 
by the same circumstance. i 


Note 2 0. 

Hei’e stood a wretch, prepaved to change 
His souVs redemption for revenge 1—2. 310. 

It is agreed by all the writers upon magic and witchcraft, 
that revenge was the most common motive for the pretended 
compact between Satan and his vassals. The ingenuity of 
Reginald Scot has very happily stated how such an opinion 
came to root itself, not only in the minds of the public and of 
the judges, but even in that of the poor wretches themselves 
who were accused of sorcery, and were often firm believers in 
their own power and their own guilt. 

“ One sort of such as are said to he witches, are women 
which be commonly old, lame, blear-eyed, pale, foul, and full 
of wrinkles ; poor, snllen, superstitious, or papists, or such as 
know no religion; in whose drowsie minds the devil hath got- 
ten a fine seat ; so as what mischief, mischance, calamity, or 
slaughter is brought to pass, they are easily perswaded the 
same is done by themselves, imprinting in their minds an ear- 


i Sir Walter Scott continued to he fond of coursing hares 
long after he had laid aside ail other field-sports, and he used 
to say jocularly, that he had more pleasure in being consider- 


ed an excellent than in all his reputation as a 
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Host aii5 constant imagination thereof. . ... These go from 
house to hoase, and from door to dotir. for a pot of milk, yest, 
drink, pottage, or some such relief, without the which they 
could hardly live ; neither obtaining for their service or pains, 
nor yet hj tlieir art, nor yet at the devirs hands, (with whom 
they are said to make a perfect and visible bargain,) either 
beauty, money, promotion, wealth, pleasure, honour, know- 
ledge, learning, or any other benefit whatsoever. 

“ It falleth out many a time, that neither their necessities 
nor their expectation is answered or served in those places 
where they beg or borrow, but rather their lewdness is by 
their neighbours reproved. And farther, in tract of time the 
witcii waxeth odious and tedious to her neighbours, and they 
again are despised and despited of her; so as sometimes she 
curseth one, and sometimes another, and that from the mas- 
ter of the house, his wife, children, cattle, <&c-, to the little 
pig that licth in the stie. Thus, in process of time, they have 
a!! displeased her, and she hath wished evil luck unto them 
all; perhaps with curses a.nd imprecations made in form. 
Doubtless (at length) some of her neighbours die or fall sick, 
or some of their children are visited with diseases that vex 
them strangely, as apoplexies, epilepsies, convulsions, hot 
fevers, worms, &c., which, by ignorant parents, are supposed 
to be the vengeance of witches. .... 

The witch, on the other side, expecting her neighbours* 
mischances, and seeing things sometimes come to pass accord- 
ing to her wishes, curses, and incantations, (forBodin himself 
confesses, that not above two in a hundred of their witchings or 
wishings take effect,) being called before a justice, by due ex- 
amination of the circumstances, is driven to see her impreca- 
tions and desiroi, and her neighbours’, harms and losses, to 
concur, and, as it were, to take effect ; and so confesseth that 
she (as a godd ess) hath brought such things to pass. Where- 
in not only she, hut the accuser, and also the justice, are 
foully deceived and abused, as being, through her confession, 
and other circumstances, perswaded (to the injury of God’s 
glory) that she bath done, or can do, that which is proper only 
to God himself.”— Scot's Discovery of fntchcrv'fl. Loud. 
hVt5, foL p. 4, f). 


Mots 2 D. 

Of iniji maraiicling on the clowns 
Of Colverlci! ami Bradford doions.—V. 310. 

Tlie troops of the King, when they first took the field, were 
as well discipliiiod as could bo expected from civeumstanees. 
But as the circumstances of Charles became less favourable, 
and his funds for regularly paying his forces decreased, habits of 
military license prevailed among them in greater excess. Lacy 
the player, -who served his m.aster during the Civil War, 
brought out, after the Restoration, a piece called The Old 
Troop, in which he seems to have coramemorated some real 
incidents which occurred in his military career. The names 
of the officers of the Troop sufficiently express their habits. 
We have Flea-flint Plunder-Master- General, Captain li'etTet- 
farm, and Quarter-Master Bum-drop, The officers of the 
Troop are in league with these worthies, and connive at their 
plundering the country for a suitable share in the booty. All 
this was undoubtedly drawn from the life, which Lacy had an 
opportunity to study. The moral of the whole is comprehended 
in a rebuke given to the lieutenant, whose disorders in the 
country are said to prejudice the King’s cause more than his 
c*>urage in the field could recompense. The piece is by no 
iu*;an8 vuid of farcical ijiumour. 


' Note 2 E.' 

— BrlgnalVs woods, and ScargilVs imi% 

E’ai miVy o'er mairii a Sister aivc^—V. 311. 

The banks of the Greta, below Rutherford Bridge, abound 
in seams of greyish slate, which are wrought in some places to 
a very great depth under ground, thus forming artificial ca- 
verns, which, when the seam has been exhausted, are gradu- 
ally hidden by the underwood which grows in profusion upon 
the romantic banks of the river. In times of public confu- 
sion, they might be well adapted to the purposes of banditti 


Note 2 F. 

When Spain tmigcd ivarfaj'e wilh our land.—'F. 31.3. 

There was a short war with Spain in KJ25-6, which will be 
found to agree pretty well with the chronology of the poem. 
But probably Bertram held an opinion very common amoiig 
the maritime heroes of the age, that ““ there wtis no peace be- 
yond the Line.” The Spanish gitarda-cosfas vrexe constantly 
employed in aggressions upon the trade and settlements of 
the English and French ; and, by their own severities, gave 
room for the system of bucaniering, at first adopted in self- 
defence and retaliation, and afterwards persevered in from 
habit and thirst of plunder. 


, Note 2 G-. , ' 

Our comrade’s strife,^'?. 313. 

The laws of the Bucaniers, and their successors the Pirates, 
however severe and equitable, were, like other laws, often set 
aside by the stronger party. Their quarrels about the division 
of the spoil fill their history, and they as frequently arose out 
of mere frolic, or the tyrannical humour of their chiefs. An 
anecdote of Teach, (called Elackbeard,) shows that their ha- 
bitual indifference for human life extended to their compa- 
nions, as well as their enemies and captives. 

“ One night, drinking in his cabin with I-Iands, the pilot 
and another man, Blackbeard, without any provocation, pri- 
vately draws out a small pair of pistols, and cocks them under 
the table, which, being perceived by the man, he withdrew 
upon deck, leaving Hands, the pilot, and the captain together. 
When the pistols were ready, he blew out the candles, and, 
crossing his hands, discharged them at his company. Hands, 
the master, was shot through the knee, and lamed for life; 
the other pistol did no execution. ’’—Joi^NsoNks 
Pirates. Lond. 1724, 8vo, vol. i. p. 38. 

Another anecdote of this worthy may be also mentioned. 
“The hereof whom we are writing was thoroughly accom- 
plished this way, and some of his frolics of wickedness were 
so extravagant, as if he aimed at making his men believe he 
was a devil incarnate ; for, being one day at sea, an a little 
flushed with drink, ‘ Come,’ says he, ‘ lot us make a hell of 
our own, and try how long wo can bear it.’ Accordingly, ho, 
with two or three others, went down into the hold, and, clos- 
ingup all the hatches, filled several pots full of brimstone ana 
other combustible matter, and set it on fire, and so continued 
till they were almost suffocated, when some of the men cried 
out for air. At length he opened the hatches, not a littl® 
pleased that he held out the longest,”— p. 00. 
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Note 2 H. 

— ?»// ranr/srx po 

Even, now io track a mUk-ivJute ifoe.^T, 314. 

“ Immediately after sapper, the huntsman should go to his 
master’s chamhei^ and if he serve a king, then let him go to 
the master of the game’s chamber, to know in what quarter 
ho determincth to hunt the day following, that he may know 
nis o wn quarter ; that done, he may go to bed, to the end that he 
may rise the earlier in the morning, according to the time and 
season, and according to the place where he must hunt: then 
when he is up and ready, let him drinke a good draught, and 
fetch his hound, to make him breake his fast a little : and let 
him not forget to fill his bottel with good wine : that done, let 
him take a little vinegar into the ]ialme of his hand, and put 
it in the nostrils of his hound, for to make him snuffe, to the 
end his scent may he the perfecter, then let him go to the 

w'Ood ‘When the huntsman perceiveth that it is 

time to begin to beat, let him put his hound before him, and 
beat the outsides of springs or thickets ; and if he find an hart 
or deer that likes him, let him mark well whether it be fresh 
or not, which he may know as well by the manerof his hounds 

drawing, as also by the eye ‘When he hath well 

considered what manor of hart it may be, and hath marked 
every thing to judge by, then let him draw till he come to the 
couert where he is gone to ; and let him harbour him if he 
can, still marking all his tokens, as well by the slot as by the 
entries, foyles, or such-like. That done, let him plash orbruse 
down small twigges, some aloft and some below, as the art 
requireth, and therewithal!, whilcst his hound is hole, let him 
beat the outsides, and make his ring-walkes, tuico or thrice 
about the wood."-“2’AtJ AWd of Venerk, or Hunting. 
Loud. Kill, 4to, p. 70, 77- 


Note 2 I. ■ 

JiVicufor cvcrmorc.~~V . 015. 

The last verse of this song is taken from the fragment of an 
old Scottish ballad, of which I only reeollectcd two verses 
when the first edition of llokeby was published. J^lr. Thomas 
Sheridan kindly pointed out to me an entire copy of this beau- 
tiful song, which seems to express the fortunes of some fol- 
io wer of the Stuart family 

It was a’ for our rightful king 
That we left fair Scotland’s strand, 

It -was a’ for our rightful king 
Tliat we e’er saw Irish land. 

My dear. 

That we e’er .saw Irish land. 

“ Now all is done that man can do. 

Ami all is done in vain ! 

My love ! my native land, adieu ! 

For I must cross the main, 

My dear, 

For I must cross the main 

“ lie turn’d him round and right about, 

All on the Irish sliore, 

He gave his bridle-reins a shako, 

With, Adieu for evermore, 

My dear! 

Adieu forevermore’ 


** The soldier frae the war returns. 
And the merchant frae the nnin. 

But I hae parted wi’ my lore. 

And ne’er to meet again. 

My clear. 

And ne’er to meet again. 

“ When day is gone and night is come. 
And a’ arc boun’ to sleep, 

I think on them that’s far awa 
The Ice-lang night, and weep, 

My dear. 

The loo-lang night, and weep.” 


■ Note 2 K. 

Rcre-cross on Sianmorc.—l?. 315. 

Tins is a fragment of an old cross, with its pediment, sur- 
rounded by an iiitrenchment, upon the v'ery summit of the 
waste ridge of Stanmore, near a small house of entertrduraen 
called the Spittal. It is called Rerc-cross, or Ree-eross, of 
which Holinshed gives us the following explanation 

At length a peace was concluded betwixt the two kings 
vndcr these conditions, that Malcolme should enjoy that part 
of Northumberland which lieth betwixt Tweed, Cumberland, 
and Staiumore, and doo homage to the Kinge of England for 
the same. In the midst of Staiiiniure there shall be a crosse 
set up, with the Kinge of England’s image on the one side, 
and the Kinge of Scotland’s on the other, to pignifiothat one is 
march to England, and the other to Scotland. This crosse was 
called the Roi-crosse, that is, the crosse of the King.” — Ho* 
MNSHED. Lond. 1803, 4to, v. 280. 

Holinshed’s sole authority seems to have been Boethius. 
But it is not improbable that his account maybe the true one, 
although the circumstance does not occur in Wintoun’s Cliro* 
nicle. The situation of the cross, and the pains taken to de- 
fend it, seem to indicate that it was intended for a land-mark 
of importance. 


Note 2 L. 

Hast thou lodged our deer ?— P. 316. 

The duty of the ranger, or pricker, was first to lodge or har- 
j botir the deer ; i. e. to discover his retreat, as described at 
; length in note, 2 H, and then to make his report to his prince, 
! or master : — 

I Before the King I come report to make, 

! Then husht and peace for noble Tristram e’s sake . . ■ 

■ My liege, I went this morning on my quest, 

\ My hound did slick, and seem’d to vent some beast. 

I held him short, and drawdng after him, 

I might behold the hart was feeding trym ; 

His head was high, and large in each degree. 

Well paulnied eke, and seem’d fall sound to be. 

Of colour browne, he bcaretli eight and Icunc, 

Of stately height, and long he seemed then. 

His beam seem’d great, in good proportion led, 

Well barred and round, well pearled neare bla head. 
He seemed fayre tweene blacke and berriebrourdc 
He seemes well fed by all the signes I found. 
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For when I had well marked hJra with eve, 
i stent aside, to vrateli where he wouid lye. 

And when I had so -wayted full an houre. 

That he miqht be at layre and in his houre, 

I cast about to harbour him full sure ; 

My hound by sent did me thereof assure . . . 

“ Tlieu if lie ask what slot or view I found, 

I say the slot or view was long on ground ; 

The toes were great, the joynt bones round and short, 
The siiinnc bones large, the dew-claws close in port : 
Short ioyiited w'as he, hollo w-lboted eke, 

A n hart to hunt as anj man can seeke.” 

T.'ic Art •/ rt'nerk, nt supra, p. 07- 


Note 2 M. 

Dnminrk’s 7'ami soar'd on high. 

Triumphant through Korthimbrian skg. 

Till, hovering near, her fatal croak 

Bade R'gcd's Britons dread the ?wA*c.-—P. 31G. 

About the year of God 86G, the Danes, under their cele- 
brated leaders Ingiiav, (more properly Agnar} and Ilubba, 
wns, it is said, of the still more celebrated Regnar Lodbrog, 
invaded Northumberland, bringing with them the magical ' 
standard, so often mentioned in poetry, called Reafe.v, or 
Rumfan, from its bearing the figure of a raven 

** Wrought by the sisters of the Danish king, 

Of furious Ivar in a midnight hour : 

While the sick moon, at their enchanted song 
Wrapt in pale tempest, labour’d through the clouds, 
The demons of destruction then, they say, 

W ere all abroad, and mixing with the woof 
Their baleful power : The sisters ever sung, 

* Shake, standard, shake this ruin on our foes.’ ” 

Thomson a7id Mallet’s Alfred. 

The Danes renewed and extended their hicurriions, and be- 
gan to colonize, estabiihhing a kind of capital at York, from 
which they spread their conquests and incursions in every di- 
rection. Stunmore, which divides the mountains of West- 
moreland and Cumberland, W’as probably the boundary of 
the Danish kingdom in tliat direction. The district to the 
west, known in ancient British history by tlje name of Regod, 
had never been conquered by the Saxons, and continued to 
maintain a precarious independence until it was ceded to Mal- 
colm, King of Scots, by William the Conqueror, probably on 
account of its similarity in language and manners to the neigh- 
bouring British kingdom of Strath-Clyde. 

Upon the extent and duration of the Danish sovereignty in 
NoTthumberiand, the curious may consult the various autho- 
rities quoted in tlie Oesta et Vestigia Danorum extra Daniam, 
tom. ii. p. 40, The most powerful of their Northumbrian 
leaders seems to have been Ivar, called, from the extent of 
his conquests, IP'dlfam The Strider. 


Note *2 N. 

Beneath the shade the Northmen came, 

Fix’d m each vale a Eunic name.^F. 316. 

The heathen Danes have loft several traces of their religion 
in the upper part of TcesdaJe. Balder-garth, which derives 
Us name from the unfortunate son of Odin, is a tract of waste 


land on the very ridge of Stanmore ; and a brook, which faUs 
into the Tees near Barnard Castle, is named after tlie same 
deity. A field upon the banks of the Tees is also tenned 
Woden-Croft, fn*m the supreme deity of the Edda. Thorsgill, 
of which a description is attempted in stanza ii., is a beautiful 
little brook and dcll, running up behind the ruins of Egliston 
Abbey- Thor was the Hercules of the Scandinavian mytho- 
logy, a dreadful giant-queller, and in that capacity the cham- 
pion of the gods, and the defender of Asgard, the northern 
Olympus, against the frequent attacks of the inhabitants of 
Jotunhem. There is an old poem in the Edda of Scemund, 
called the Song of Thrym, which turns upon the loss and re- 
covery of the Mace, or Hammer, which was Thor’s principal 
weapon, and on which much of his power seems to have de- 
pended. It may be read to great advantage in a version 
equally spirited and literal, among the Miscellaneous Trans- 
lations and Poems of the Honourable William Herbert. 


Note *2 O. 

Pf'ho has not heard hoiv hrarc O’Xi ale. 

In English Hood imbrued his steel?— F, 317. 

The O’Neale here meant, for more than one succeeded to 
the chieftainship during the reign of Elizabeth, was Hugh, the 
grandson of Con O’Neale, called Con Dacco, or the Lame, 
Elis father, Matthew O’Kelly, was illegitimate, and, being tho 
son of a blacksmith’s wife, was usually called Matthew tho 
Blacksmith. His father, nevertheless, destined his succes- 
sion to him ; and he was created, by Elizabeth, Baron of 
Dungannon. Upon tho Death of Con Bacco, this Matthew 
was slain by his brother. Hugh narrowly escaped tho same 
fate, and was protected by the English. Shane O’Neale, his 
uncle, called Shane Dymas, was succeeded by Turlough 
L'ynogli O’Neale ; after whose death Hugh, having assumed 
the chieftainship, became nearly as forniidable to the English 
! as any by whom it had been possessed. He rebelled repeat- 
I edly, and as often made submissions, of which it was usually 
a condition that he should not any longer assume the title of 
O'Neale; in lieu of which he was created Earl of Tyrone. 
But this condition he never observed longer than until the 
pressure of superior force w’^as withdrawn. His baffling the 
gallant Earl of Essex in the field, and overreaching him in a 
treaty, was the induction to that nobleman’s tragedy. Lord 
Mountjoy succeeded in finally subjugating O’Neale ; but it was 
not till the succession of James, to whom he made personal 
submission, and was received with cinlity at com-t. Yet, ac- 
cording to Morrison, “no respect to him could containe many 
weomen in those parts, who had lost husbands and children 
in the Irish warres, from flinging durt and stones at the earle as 
he passed, and from reuiliiig him with bitter words; yea, 
when the earle had been at court, and there obtahihig his 
majestie’s direction for his pardon and performance of all con- 
ditions promised him by the Lord Mountjoy, was about Sep- 
tember to returne, he durst not pass by those parts without 
direction to the sliiriffes, to convey him with troops of horse 
from place to place, till he vais safely imbarked and put to 
sea for Ireland.”-- p. 29G. 


.. Note 2 P. ■■ 

But chief arose his victor pride, 

fVhcii that hi'ave Marshal/onghi and died.—V. 317. 

The chief victory which Tyrone obtained over the English 
■R as in a battle taught near Blackwatcr, while he besieged a 
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foit garrisoned by the Englisli, which cormnanded thcpaases 
into his country. 

This captain and his few warders did with no less courage 
sufTer hunger, and, havingeaten the few horses they had, lived 
vpon hearbes growing in the ditches and wals, suffering all 
extremities, till the lord-lieutenant, in the ruoneth of August, 
sent Sir Henry Bagnal, marshall of Ireland, with the most 
choice companies of foot and horse-troopes of the English army 
to victual this fort, and to raise the rebels siege. When the 
English entered the place and thicke woods beyond Armagh, 
on the east side, Tyrone (with all the rebels assembled to 
him, pricked forward with rage, enuy, and settled rancour 
agam.st the marshall, assayled the English, and turning his 
full force against the marshairs person, had the successe to 
kill him, valiantly fighting among the thickest of the rebels. 
Whereupon the English being dismayed with his death, the 
rebels obtained a great victory against them. I terme it great, 
since the English, from their first arriual in that Mngdome, 
nener had received so great an ouerthrow as this, commonly 
called the Defeat of Blackew-ater ; thirteene valiant captaines 
and 1500 common souldiers (whereof many were of the old 
companies which had serued in Brittany vnder General Nor- 
reys) were slain in the field. The yielding of the fort of 
Blackewater follow'ed this disaster, when the assaulted guard 
saw no hope of relief; hut especially vpon messages sent to 
Captain Williams from our broken forces, retired to Armagh, 
professing that all their safety depended vpon his yielding the 
fort into the hands of Tyrone, without which danger Captaine 
Williams professed that no want or miserie should have in- 
duced him thereunto.”— Fynes Mouyson’s Itmcrar^, Lon- 
don, 1617* fol. part ii. p. 24. 

Tyrone, is said to have entertained a personal animosity 
against the knight-marshal, Sir Henry Bagn.al, whom he ac- 
cused of detaining the letters which he sent to Queen Eliza- 
beth, explanatory of his conduct, and ofTering terms of sub- 
mission. The river, called by the English, Blackwater, is 
termed in Irish, Avon-DufF, which has the same signification. 
Both names are mentioned by Spenser in his “ Marriage of 
the Thames and the Medw^ay.” But I understand that his 
verses relate not to the Blackwater of Ulster, hut to a river 
of the same name in the south of Ireland 

“ Swift Avon-Duif, which of the Englishmen 
Is called Blackwater” 


Note 2 Q. ■ 

The Tardsl he to great 0'’Xcale.—?. 317. 

** Endox. What 4 S that which you call Tanist and Tanistry ? 
These be names and terms never heard of nor known to us. 

“ Irm. It is a custom amongst all the Irish, that presently 
after the death of one of their chicfe lords or captaines, 
they doe presently assemble themselves to a place generally 
appointed and knowne unto them, to choose another in his 
stead, where they do nominate and elect, for the most part 
not the eldest sonne, nor any of the children of the lord de- 
ceased, but the next to him in blood, that is, the eldest and 
worthiest, as commonly the next brother unto him, if he have 
any, or the next cousin, or so forth, as any is elder in that 
kindred or sept ; and then next to them doe they choose the 
next of the blood to be Tanist, w'ho shall next succeed Mm 
in the said captainry, if he lire thereunto. 

“ Eudox. Do they not use any ceremony in this election, 
for all barbarous nations are commonly great observers of 
ceroimmies and superstitious rites ? 

“ Jrm. They use to place him that shall be their captaine 
upon a stone, alway.s reserved to that purpose, and placed 
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commonly upon a hill. In some of which I have seen formed 
and engraven a foot, which they say was the measure of their 
first captaiue’s foot ; whereon hee standing, receives an oath 
to preserve all the ancient former customes of the countrey 
inviolable, and to deliver up the succession peaceably to his 
Tanist, and then hath a wand delivered unto him bv some 
whose proper office that is ; after which, descending from the 
stone, he tumeth himself round, thrice forwards and thrice 
backwards. 

^d^Eudox. But how is the Tanist chosen ? 

** Inn. They say he setteth but one foot upon the stone, 
and receiveththe like oath that the captaine did.”— Spbnskr*‘s 
Vmv of the State of Ireland^ apucl IVorks, Loud. 1805, 8vo, vol, 
viii. p- 306. 

The Tanist, therefore, of O’Neale, was the heir-apparent o' 
his power. This kind of succession appear-s also to have re- 
gulated, in very remote times, the succession to the crown of 
Scotland. It would have been imprudent, if not impossible, 
to have asserted a minor’s right of succession in those stormy 
days, when the principles of policy were summed up in my 
friend Mr. Wordsw'orth’s lines 

— '' the good old rule 

Sufficeth them ; the simple plan, 

That they should take who have the power. 

And they should keep who can.” 


Note 2 B. 

Htsplmted hair in cJf-locks spread, P. 318. 

There is here an attempt to describe the ancient Irish 
dress, of which a poet of Queen Elizabeth’s day has given us 
the following particulars:— 

“ I marvailde iu my mynde, 
and thereupon did muse, 

To see a bride of heavenlie hewe 
an ouglie fere to chuse. 

This bride it is the soile, 
the bridegroome is the karne, 

IVith writhed glibbes, like wicked sprits, 
with visage rough and stearne ; 

With sculles upon their poalles, 
instead of civill cappes ; 

With speares in hand, and swordes be.syde3. 
to beare off after clappes ; 

With jackettes long and large, 
which shroud siraplicitie. 

Though spitfull darts which they do beare 
importe iniquitie. 

Their shirtes be very strange, 
not reaching past the thie ; 

With pleates on pleates thei pier.tt-d are 
as thick as pleates may lye. 

Whose sleaves hang trailing doune 
almost unto the shoe ; 

And with a mantell commonlie 
the Irish karne do goe. 

I Now some amongst the reste 

doe use another weede ; 

A coate I meane, of .strange devise, 

■which fancy first did breade. 

His skirts be very shorte, 

•with pleates set thick about. 

And Irish trouzes moe to put 
their strange protactours out.” 

Befoiick'S Imageof Ir€la7id,iivndiBm<iE'n.£' Tracts, 
Edin. 1809, 4to, vol. i. 33. .585. 
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Some cuTious wooaen engrariTi^^s accompany this poem, from ** O’N eale commendeth him unto yo\i, AforipU Fit z-Thomas j 
which it would seem that the ancient Irish dress was (the O’Neale requestethyou, in God’s name, to take part with him, 
bonnet excepted^ very similar to that of the Scottish High- and fight for your conscience and right; and in so doing, 
landers. The want of a covering on the head was supplied by ONeale will spend to see you righted in ail your affaires, and. 
the mode of plaiting and arranging the hair, which was called will help you. And if you come not at ONeale betwixt this 
ihe gUblK. These glibhes, according to Spenser, were fit and to-morrow at twelve of the clocke, and take his part, 
marL for a thief, since, when he wished to disguise himself, ONeale is not beholding to you, and will doe to the uttermost 
he could either cut it otF entirely, or so pull it over his eyes of his power to overthrow you, if you come not to him at fur- 
m to render it very hard to recognise him. This, however, is thest by Satturdaj at noone. From Knoeke Bumayne in 
nothing to the reprobation with which the same poet regards Calrie, the fourth of February, 1599. 

that favourite part of the Irish dress, the mantle. ONeale requesteth you to come speake with him, and 

•* It is a fit house for an outlaw, a meet bed for a rebel, and doth giue you his word that you shall receive no harme neither 
an ap t cloke for a thief. First, the outlaw being for his many in comming nor going from him, whether you he friend or not, 
crimes and villanyes banished from the townes and houses of and bring with you to O’Neale Gerat Fitzgerald, 
honest men, and wandring in waste places far from danger of (Subscribed) “ O’N bale.” 

law, maketh his mantle his house, and under it covereth Nor did the royalty of ONeale consist in words alone. Sir 
himself from the wrath of heaven, from the offence of the John Harrington paid him a visit at the time of his truce with 
earth, and from the sight of men. When it raineth, it is his Essex, and, after mentioning his “ fern table, and fern forms, 
pent-house ; when it bloweth, it is his tent ; when it freezeth, spread under the stately canopy of heaven,'’ he notices what 
it is his tabernacle. In summer he can wear it loose, in constitutes the real power of every monarch, the love, namtj- 
winter he can wrap it close ; at all times he can use it ; never ly, and allegiance of his subjects. “ His guards, for the most 
heavy, never cumbersome. likewise for a rebel it is as ser- part, were beardless boys without shirts ; who in the frost 
viceable; for in his wane that he maketh, (if at least it de- wade as familiarly through rivers as water-spaniels. With 
serve the name of warre,) when he still flyeth from his foe, what charm such a master makes them love him, I know 
and lurketh in the thicke woods and straite passages, waiting not ; but if he hid come, they come ; if go, they do go ; if he 
for advantages, it is his bed, yea, and almost his household say do this, they do it.”— Nuga? Ajitiqiici'. Lond. 1794, 8vo, 
stuff. For the wood is his house against all weathers, and his vol. i. p. 251. 


Bisfosfer-father was his guide.— V. 318. 

There was no tie more sacred among the Irish than that 
which connected the foster-father, as well as the nnrse her* 
self, with the child they brought up. 

“ Foster-fathers spend much more time, money, and affec- 
tion on their foster-children than their own ; and in return 
take from them clothes, money for their several professions, 
and arms, and, even for any vicious purposes, fortunes and 
cattle, not so much by a claim of right as by extortion *, and 
they will even carry those things off as plunder. All who 
have been nursed by the same person preserve a greater mu- 
tual affection and confidence in each other than if they were 
natural brothers, whom they will even hate for the sake of 
I these. When chid b.y their parents, they fly to their foster- 
fathers, who frequently encourage tliem to make open war on 
their parents, train them up to every excess of wickedness, 
and make them most abandoned miscreants ; as, on the other 
hand, the nurses make the young women, whom they bring 
up for every excess. If a foster child is sick, it is incredible 
how soon the nurses hear of it, however distant, and with 
what solicitude they attend it by day and night.”— 
CambrcnslS) quoted by Camden, iv. 388. 

This custom, like many other Irish usages, prevailed till of 
late in the Scottish Highlands, and w^as cherished by the 
chiefs as an easy mode of extending their influence and con- 
nexion ; and even in the Lowlands, during the last century, 
the connexion between the nurse and fo.ster-child was selduiji 
dissolved but by the death of one party. 


With wild majestic port and tone, 

Like envoy of some barharous throne.— T. 318. 

The Irish chiefs, in their intercourse with the English, and 
with each other, were wont to assume the language and style 
of independent royalty. Morrison has preserved a summons 
from Tyrone to a neighbouring chieftain, which run.s in the 
following terms ; — 


Great Nial if the Pledges Nine.—P. 320. 

Neal Naighvallaeh, or Of the Nine Hostages, is said io have 
been Monarch of all Ireland, during the end of the fourth or 
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b('£;inninf 5 of the fifth century. I-Te exercised a predatory 
warfare on the coast of Knp;I{in(I and of Bretagne, or Arinori- 
ca ; and j'rom the latter country hrfmght off the celebrated 
Saint Patrick, a youth of sixteen, amonp other captives, whom 
hti! transported to Ireland, Neal derived his epithet from 
nine nations, or tribes, whom he hold under his subjection, 
and from whom he took hostages. From one of Neal’s sons 
were derived the Kinel-eognin, or Race of Tyrone, which af- 
ferdod monarchs both to Ireland and to Ulster. Neal fac- 
cording to O’FIaherty’s Ogygia) was killed by a poisoned arrow, 
in one of his descents on the coast of Bretagne. 


Note 2 V. . 

SIiaMe- D^mas P. 320. 

This Shane-Bymas, or John the Wanton, held the title and 
power of O’Neale in the earlier part of Elizabeth’s reign, 
against whom he rebelled repeatedly. 

“ This chieftain is handed down to us as the most proud 
and profligate man on earth. He was immoderately addicted 
to women and wine. He is said to have had 200 tuns of wine 
at once in his cellar at Bandram, hut usquebaugh w'as his 
favourite liquor. He spared neither age nor condition of the 
fair sex, Altho’ so illiterate that he could not write, he wa.s 
not destitute of address, his understanding was strong, and 
his courage daring. He had 600 men for his guard; 4000 foot, 
1000 horse for the field. He claimed superiority over all the 
lords of Ulster, and called himself king thereof. When com- 
missioners were sent to treat with him, he said, ‘ That, tho’ 
tlie Queen were Ins sovereign ladj', he never made peace with 
her hut at her lodging that slie had made a wise Earl of 
Macartymore, but that he kept as good a man as he; that he 
cared not for so mean a title as Earl ; that his hlood and 
power were better than the best; that las ancestors were 
Kings of Ulster; and that he would give place to none.* 
His kinsman, the Earl of Kildare, having persuaded him of 
the folly of contending with the crown of England, here- 
solved to attend the Queen, but in a style suited to his princely 
diginty. He appeared in London with a magnificent train of 
Irish Galloglasses, arrayed in the richest habiliments of their 
country, their heads bare, their hair flowing on their shoul- 
ders, with their long and open sleeves dyed with saffron. 
Thus dressed, and surcharged with military harness, and 
armed with battle-axes, they afforded an astonishing spec- 
tacle to the citizens, wiio regarded them as the intruders of 
some very distant part of the globe. But at Court his versa- 
tility now prevailed ; his title to the sovereignty of Tj-rone 
was pleaded from English laws and Irish institutions, and his 
allegations were so specious, that the Queen dismissed him 
with presents and assurances of favour, in England this 
tran.saction was looked on as the humiliation of a repenting 
rebel ; in Tyrone it was con.sidered as a treaty of peace be- 
tween two potentates.”— Camden’s Britannia, by Gough. 
Loud. 1606. foi. vol. iv. p. 442. 

When reduced to extremity by the English, and forsaken 
by hi.s allies, this Slmne-Dymas fled to Clandeboy, then occu- 
pied by a colony of Scottish Highlanders of the family of Mac- 
Don ell. Ho wms at first courteously received ; but by de- 
grees they began to quarrel about the slaughter of some of 
their friends whom Sbane-Dymas had put to death, and ad- 
vancing words to deeds, fell upon him with their broad- 
swords, and cut him to pieces. After his death a law was 
made that none should, presume to take the name and title of 
O’Ncale. 


Note 2 W. 

GcrcJdine^^V. 320. 

The O’Neales were closely allied with this powerful and 
warlike family ; for Henry Owen O’Neale married the daugh- 
ter of Thomas Earl of Kildare, and their son Con-More mar- 
ried his cousin-german, a daughter of Gerald Earl of Kildare. 
This Con-More cursed any of his posterity who should learn 
the English language, sow corn, or build houses, so as to in- 
vite the English to settle in their country. Others ascribe 
this anathema to his son Con-Baceo. Fearflatha O’Gnive, 
bard to the O’Neales of Clannaboy, complains in the same 
spirit of the to\vers and ramparts with which the strangers 
had dii^gured the fair sporting fields of Erin,— See Walker’s 
Irish Bards, p. 140. 


Note 2 X, 

Be chose (hat honmifdjlag to huir.—V. 320. 

Lacy informs us, in the did play already quoted, how the 
cavahw raised by the country gentlemen for Charles's ser- 
vice were usually officered. “ You, cornet, have a name 
that’s proper for all cornets to be called by, for they are all 
beardless boys in our army. The most part of our horse 
w^ere raised thus:— The honest country gentleman raises the 
troop at his own charge ; then he gets a Low-country lieute- 
nant to fight his troop safely ; then he sends for his son from 
school to he his comet : and then he puts off* his child’s coat 
to put on a buff-coat; and this is the constitution of our 
army.” 


Note 2 Y. 

his page, the next degree 

In that old time to chivalry. ^'9. 320. 

Originally, the order of chivalry embraced three ranks : — 
1. The Page ; 2. The Squire ; 3. the Knight a gradation 
which seems to have been imitated in tlie mystery of free- 
masonry. But, before the reign of Charles I., the custom of 
serving as a squire had fallen into disuse, though the order of 
the page was still, to a certain degree, in observance. This 
state of servitude was so far from inferring any thing degrad- 
ing, that it was considered as the regular school for acquiring 
every quality necessary for future distinction. The proper 
nature, and the decay of the institution, are pointed out by 
old Ben Jonson, with his own forcible moral colouring. The 
dialogue occurs between Lovell, “a compleat gentleman, a 
soldier, and a scholar, kno’ivn to have been page to the old 
Lord Beaufort, and so to have followed him in the French 
wars, after companion of his studies, and left guardian to his 
son,” and the facetious Goodstock, host of the Light Heart. 
Lovel had offered to take Goodstock’s son for his page, which 
the latter, in reference to the recent abuse of the establish- 
ment, declares as “ a desperate course of life 

“ Lovell. Call you that desperate, which by a line 
Of institution,, from our ancestors 
Hath been derived down to us, and received 
In a succession, for the noblest way 
Of breeding up our youth, in letters, arms. 

Fair mien, disconrse.s, civil exercise. 

And all the blazon of a gen tleman .^ 

Where can he learn to vault, to ride, to feaea. 

To move his body gracefully ; to spe.ak 
His language purer; or to tune Ins mind. 
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I Hsle. 2 Temp. Itdw. 2di. 3 Temp. Edw. 3tii. 5 From him is the house of Hotham, and ot the second 
* Temp. Henr. 7mi, and from him is the house of Skyers, of brother that had issue, 
a fourth brother. 


Or manners, more to the harmony of nature, 

Than in the aunseries of nobility ? 

Hast Ay, that was when the nurstTi’*; self was noble, 
And only Tirtue made it, not the market, 

That titles were not vented at the drum, 

Or common outcry. Goodness gave thu greatness, 

And greatness worship : every house became 
An academy of honour ; and those parts 
We see departed, in the practice, now, 

Quite from the institution. 

“ LovdL Why do you say so? 

Or think so enviously ? Do they not still 
Learn there the Centaur’s skill, the art of Thrace, 

To ride? or, Pollux’ mystery, to fence? 

The Pyrrhic gestures, both to dance and spring 
In armour, to be active in the wars ? 

To study figures, numbom, and proportions, 

May yield them great in counsels, and the arts 
Grave Nestor and tlie wise Ulysses practised ? 

To make their English sweet upon their tongue. 

As reverend Chaucer says? 

“ Host. Sir, you mistake ; 

To play Sir Pandarus, my copy hath it. 

And carry messages to Madame Cressida ; 

Instead of backing the brave steed o' mornings. 

To court the ehamberinaid ; and for a leap 
O’ the vaulting horse, to ply the vaulting house : 

For exercise of arms, a bale of dice, 

Or two or three packs of cards to show the cheat. 

And nimblenesa of hand ; mistake a cloak 

my lord’s back, and pawn it ; ease his pocket 
Of a superfluous watch ; or geld a jewel 
Of an odd stone or so ; twinge two or three buttons 
From off my lady’s gown : These are the arts 
Ox seven liberal deadly sciences 
Of pagery, or rather paganism, 

As the tides run ; to which if he apply him, 

He may perhaps take a degree at Tyburn 
A year the earlier ; come to take a lecture 
Upon Aquinas at St. Thomas a Watering’s, 

And so go forth a laureat in hemp circle ! ” 

Bkn JoNSOsr’s New Inn, Act I. Scene III. 


Note 2 Z . 

Seem’d half abandon’d to P. 325. 

Tlie ancient castle of Kokeby stood exactly tipon the site of 
the present mansion, by which a part of its wails is enclosed. 
It is surrounded by a profusion of line wood, and the park in 
which it stands is adorned by the junction of the Greta and of 
tlie Tecs. The title of Baron Rokeby of Armagh was, in 1777, 
coniVrrcd on the Right Reverend Richard Robinson, Primate 
of Ireland, descended of the Robinsons, formerly of Roke- 
by, in Yorkshire. 


Note 3 A. 

Moriehy’s lords of martial fame, 

I can coiini them 7uane hy name,~-V. 326. 

The fob . ?ving brief pedigree of this very ancient and once 
powerful family, was kindly supplied to the author by ]!vlr. 
Rokehy of Northamptonshire, descended of the ancient Ba- 
rons of Rokeby 


« Pedigree of the nowise of BoJeehg, 

1. Sir Ales. Rokeby, Knt. married to Sir Hump. Liflle’s 

daughter. 

2. Ralph Rokeby, Esq. to Tho. Lumley’s daughter- 

3. Sir Tho. Rokeby, Knt. to Tho. Hubborn’s daughter, 

4. Sir Ralph Rokeby, Knt. to Sir Ralph Biggot’s daughter 

5. SirThos, Rokeby, Knt. to Sir John de Melsass’ daugh- 

ter of Bennet-Hall, in Holdemess. 

6. Ralph Rokeby, Esq. to Sir Brian Stapleton’s daughter 

ofWeighill. 

7. Sir Thos. Rokeby, Knt. to Sir Ralph Ury’s daughter.s 

8. Ralph Rokeby, Esq. to daughter of Mansfield, heir of 

Morton.3 

9. Sir Tho. Rokeby, Knt. to Stroode’s daughter and heir. 

10. Sir Ralph Rokeby, Knt. to Sir James Strang way es’ 

daughter. 

11. Sir Thos. Rokehy, Knt, to Sir John Hotbam’s daughter. 

12. Ralph Rokeby, Esq. to Danby of Yaiforth’s daughter 

and heir.'^ 

13. Tho. liokeby. Esq. to Rob. Constable’s daughter of Clifr, 

serjt. at law. 

14. Christopher Rokeby, Esq. to Lasscells of Bracken- 

burgh’s daughter. 

35. Tlios. Rokeby, Esq- to the daughter of Thw'cng. 

16. Sir Thomas Rokeby, Knt. to Sir Ralph Lawson’s daugh- 

ter of Brough. 

17. Frans. Rokeby, Esq. to Faucett’s daughter, citizen of 

London. 

18. Thos. Rokeby, Esq. to the daugliter of WicklifFeof Galea. 

High She^'iffs of Yorkshire. 

13.37. 11 Edw. 3. Ralph Hastings and Thos. de Rokeby. 
1343. 17 Edw. 3. Thos. de Rokeby, pro sept, annis. 

1358. 25 Edw. 3. Sir Thomas Rokeby, Justiciary of Ireland 
for six years; died at the castle of 
Kilka. 

1407. 8 Hen. 4. Thos. Rokeby Miles, defeated and slew the 
Duke of Northumberland at the battle 
of Bramham Moor. 

Thos. Rokeby Miles. 

Thomas Rokeby, Esq. 

Robert Holgate, Bish. of Landaff, after- 
wards P. of York, Ld. President of the 
Council for the Preservation of Peace 
in the North. 

Thomas Younge, Archbishop of Yorke, 
Ld. President. 

Tho. Rokeby, LL.D. one of the Council. 
Jn. Rokeby, LL.D. one of the Council. 
Henry Hastings, Earl of Pluntingdon, Ld. 
President. 

Jo. Rokeby, Esq. one of the Council. 

Jo. Rokeby, LL.D. ditto. 

Ralpli Rokeby, Esq. one of the Secretaries 
Jo. Rokeby, Precentor of York. 

Sir J. Rokeby, Knt. one of the Justices of 
the King’s Bench. 

The flimily of De Rokehy came over with the Conqueror. 
The old motto belonging to the iamily is In Bivio DcMra. 
The arms, argent, chevron sable, between three rooks 
proper. 

There is somewhat more to be found in our family in the 
Scottish history about the affairs of Dun-Bretton town, but 
w-hat it is, and in what time, I know not, nor can have con- 
venient leisure to search. But Parson Blackwood, tho Scot- 
tish chaplain to tho Lord of Shrewsbury, recited to me once 
a piece of a Scottish song, wherein was mentioned, that Wil- 
liam Wallis, the great deliverer of the Scots from the English 


1411, 12 Hen. 4. 

1480 

1539. 


1564. 6 Eliz. 

30 Hon. 8. 
1572. 15 Elis. 


1574. 17 Eliz. 

7 Will. 3. 







APPENDIX TO ROKEBY. 


bondaj^o, should, at t)un-Brettoii, have been brougtit up un- 
der a liokehy, caplaiu then of the place ; and as he walked 
on a cliiF, should thrust him on a sudden into the sea, and 
thereby have gotten that hold, which, 1 think, was about the 
33d of Edw. I. or before. Thus, leaving our ancestors of re- 
cord, we must also with them leave the Chronicle of Malmes- 
bury Abbey, called Enlogium Historiarum, out of which Mr. 
Leland reporteth this history, and coppy down unwritten 
story, the which have yet the testimony of later times, and the 
fresh memory of men yet alive, for their warrant and creditt, 
of whom I have learned it, that in K. Henry the 7th’s reign, 
one Ralph Rokehy, Esq. was owner of Morton, and I guess 
that this was he that deceived the fryars of Richmond with 
his felon swino, on which a jargon was made.” 

The above is a quotation from a manuscript written by 
Ralph Rokeby ; when he lived is uncertain. 

To what metrical Scottish tradition Parson Blackwood al- 
luded, it would be now in vain to enquire. But in Blind Har- 
ry’s History of Sir William Wallace, we find a legend of one 
Bukbio, whom he makes keeper of Stirling Castle under the 
English usurpation, and whom Wallace slays with his own 
hand:-- 

** In the great press W allace and Rukbie met, 

With his good sword a stroke upon him set ; 

Derfiy to death the old Rukbie he drave, 

But his two sons escaped among the lave.” 

These sons, according to the romantic Minstrel, surrendered 
the castle on conditions, and went back to England, but re- 
turned to Scotland in the days of Bruce, when one of them 
became again keeper of Stirling Castle. Immediately after 
this achievement follows another engagement, between Wal- 
lace and those Western Highlanders who embraced the Eng- 
lish interest, at a pass in Glendonchart, where many were 
precipitated into the lake over a precipice. These circum- 
stances may have been confused in tbe narrative of Parson 
Blackwood, or in the recollection of Mr. Rokeby. 

In the old ballad of Chevy Chase, there is mentioned, among 
tlie English warriors, “ Sir Raff the rycheRugbe,” which may 
apply to Sir Ralph Rokeby, the tenth baron in the pedigree. 
The more modern copy of the ballad runs thus 

** Good Sir Ba.lph Baby ther was slain, 

Whose prowess did surmount.” 

This would rather seem to relate to one of the Nevilles of 
Baby. But,- as the whole ballad is romantic, accuracy is not 
to be looked for. 


Note 3 B. 


-The Fdon Soiv.—'P. 327 . 


The ancient minstrels had a comic as well as a serious strain 
of romance ; and although the examples of the latter are by 
far the most numerous, they are, perhaps, the less valuable. 
The comic romance was a sort of X)arody upon the usual sub- 
jects of minstrel poetry. If the latter described deeds of he- 
roic achievement, and the events of the battle, the tourney, 
and the chase, the former, as in the Tournament of Totten- 
ham, introduced a set of clowns debating in the field, with all 


^ Both the MS. and Mr. Whitaker’s copy read ancestors, 
evidently a corruption of aicnten, adventures, as corrected 
by Mr. Evans.— ^ Sow, according to x>rovincial pronunciation. 
—3 So; Yorkshire dialect, — ^ Fele, many; Sax.— 6 A corrup- 


the assumed clrcnmstances of chivalry ; or, as hi the Hunting 
of the Hare, {see Weber’s Metrical vol. iii.l, persons 

of the same description following the chase, with all the grie- 
vous mistakes and blunders incident to such unpractised 
sportsmen. The idea, therefore, of Bon Quixote’s frenzy, al- 
though inimitably embodied and brought out, was not, perhaps, 
in the abstract, altogether original. One of the very best of 
these mock romances, and which has no small portion of 
comic humour, is the Hunting of the Felon How of Bokoby by 
the Friars of Richmond. Ralph Rokeby, who {for the jest’s 
sake apparently) bestowed this intractable animal on the con- 
vent of Richmond, seems to have flourished in the time of 
Henry VII., which, since we know not the date of Friar Theo- 
bald’s wardenship, to which the poem refers us, may indicate 
that of the composition itself, hiorton, the Mortliam of the 
text, is mentioned as being this facetious haron’s place of resi- 
dence; accordingly, Leland notices, that “Mr. Rokeby hath 
a place called Mortliam, a little beneath Grentey-bridge, al- 
most on the mouth of Grentey.” That no information may be 
lacking which is in my power to supply, I have to notice, that 
the Mistress Rokehy of the romance, who so charitably re- 
freshed the sow after she had discomfited Friar Middleton 
and his auxiliaries, was, as appears from the pedigree of the 
Rokeby family, daughter and heir of Dan by of Yafforth. 

This curious poem was first published in Mr. Whitaker’s 
History of Craven, hut, from an inaccurate manuscript, not 
corrected very happily. It was transferred by Mr. Evans to 
the new edition of his Ballads, writh some well-judged conjec- 
tural improvements. I have been induced to give a more 
authentic and full, though still an imperfect, edition of this 
huraoursome composition, from being furnished with a copy 
from a manuscript in the possession of Mr. Rokehy, to whom 
i hare acknowledged my obligations in the last Note. It has 
three or four stanzas more than that of Mr. Whitaker, and 
the language seems, where they differ, to have the more an- 
cient and genuine readings. 

The Felon Sow of Roliehif and the Friars of Richmond. 

Ye men that will of aunters i winiie, 

That late within this land hath beenc, 

Of one I will you tell ; 

And of a sew 2 that was sea 3 strang, 

Alas ! that ever she lived sae lang, 

For felH folk did she when. s 

She was mare ® than other three. 

The grisliest beast that ere miglit be, 

Her head was great and gray : 

She v/as bred in Rokeby wood, 

There were few that thither goed, 7 
That came on live 3 away. 

Her walk was endlong 9 Greta side ; 

There was no bren lo that durst her bide. 

That was froe ’•i heaven to hell : 

Nor never man that had that might, 

That ever durst come in her sight. 

Her force it was so fell. 

Ralph of Rokehy, with good will. 

The Fryers of Richmond gave her till, 3 2 
Full well to garre them fare 
Fryar Middleton by his name. 

He was sent to fetch her hame, 

That rued him sine full sare. 


tion of to Mll.~6 More, greater.— 7 ^Yent.— 3 Aitve.- 
9 Along the side of Greta.— lo Barn, child, man in generaL- 
Prom.— 12 To.— 13 Make.- i”^ Since. 
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Witlillira toftte he wicht men two, 

Peter Dale was one of thoe, 

That ever was brim as beare ; 

And well durst strike with sword and knite, 
And fight full manly for his life. 

What time as mister ware.s 


These three men went at God’s will, 

This wicked sew while they came till, 
Xiiggan 3 under a tree ; 

Rugg and rusty was her haire ; 

She raise up witli a felon fare,^ 

To fight against the three. 

She was so grisely for to nieete, 

She rave the earth up with her feete, 
And*bark came fro the tree ; 

When F'ryar Middleton her saugh,^ 

Weet ye well he might not laugh. 

Full earnestly look’thee. 

These men of auntcrs that was so Avight,^ 
They bound them bauldly? for to figiit, 
And strike at her full save : 

Until a kiln they garred her tlee, 

Wold God send them the A'ictoiy, 

The wold ask him noa mare. 

The sew was in the kiln hole clown, 

As they were on the halke aboon,» 

For 9 hurting of their feet ; 

They were so saulted^o with this sew, 
That among them was astalworth stew, 
The kiln began to reeke. 

Durst noe man neigh her with his hand. 
But put a rape doAvn with his wand, 
And haltered her full meete ; 

They hurled her forth against her will, 
Whiles tliey came into a hill 
A little fro the street. ^2 



She hound her boldly to abide*. 

To Peter Dale she came aside, 

With many a hideous yell ; 

She gaped soc wide and cried soehoo, 

The Fryar sekl, ‘‘I conjure thee,i7 
Thou art a feind of hell. 

“ Thou art come hither for some traino,**" 
I conjure thee to go againe 
Where thou wast w'ont to dwell.” 

Ho saynod is him with crosso and creede. 
Took forth a book, began to reade 
In St. John his gospcll. 

The sew she -would not Latin lieare, 

But rudely ru.shed at tlie Frear, 

That blinked all his blee ; 20 
And when she would have taken her hoUi 
The Fryar leaped as Jesus wold, 

And healed him with a tree. 

She was as brim S3 as any heare, 

For all their meote to labour there, 

To them it was no boote : 

Upon trees and bushes that by her .stood. 
She ranged as she was wood, 34 
And rave them up by route. 

He sayd, “ Alas, that I vvas Pre-ar ! 

And I shall be rugged 25 in sunder t'.cra, 
Hard is my destinie! 

Wist 26 my brethren in this houro, 

That I was .sett in such a stoure,27 
They would pray for me.” 

This -wicked heast that wrought this woe, 
Tooke that rape from the other two, 

And then they fiedd all three ; 

They fiedd away by Watling-street, 

They had no succour hut their feet. 

It was the more pity. 

The feild it was both lost and wonns ; 28 
The sew went harae, and that full sooue. 
To lilorton on the Greeue ; 

When Ralph of Kokeby saw the ra]>e,2<» 
He wist 30 that there had been debate. 
Whereat the sew had beene. 

Pie had them stand out of her way, 

For she had had a sudden fray,— 

“ I saw never so keene ; 

Some new things shall we heare 
Of her and Middleton the Frear, 

Some batteil hath there beene.” 


that all their labour to obtain their intended moa.t Wius <,>r no 
use to them. Mr Whitaker reads, 

" She was brim as any boar, 

And gave a grisly hideous roar, 

To them it was no boot.” 

Besides the want of connection between the las-tline and the 
two former, the second has a very modem sound, and tlio 
reading of the Rokeby MS. with the slight alteration in the 
text, is much better. 

24 Mad.— 25 Torn, pulled .— 26 Know— 27 Combat, ]terilonfj 
fight .— 28 This stanza, with the two following, and th<‘ fijig- 
ment of a fourth, are not in Mr. Wliitahcr’s edition.— 2 a The 
rope about the sow’s neck. -3*> Knew. 
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But all tliat served liim for nought 
Had they not better succour sought, 

They were served therefore loe. 

Then Mistress Kokehy came anon, 

And for her brought shee meate full soone, 

The sew came her unto. 

She gave her raeate upon the flower, 

iHiatus valde dejlendus.'] 

When Fryar Middleton came home, 

His brethren was full fain ilkonej'-J 
And thanked God of his life ; 

He told them all unto the end. 

How he had foughten with a iiend. 

And lived through mickle strife. 

“ We gave her battell half a day. 

And sithin 3 was fain to fly away. 

For saving of our life ; 

And Pater Dale would never blinii, 3 
But as fast as he could ryii,e 
Till he came to his wife.** 

The warden said, l am full of wme, 

That ever ye should be torment so, 

But wee with you had beene ! 

Had woe been there your brethren all, 

Wee should have garred the warle 7 fall. 

That wrought you all this teyno.” 3 

Fryar Middleton said soon, “Nay, 

In faith you ■would have fled away, 

When most mister 3 had beene ; 

Sfou will all spoake words at hame, 

A man would ding lo you evei 7 ilk ane, 

And if it be as I ■weine.” 

Pie look’t so griesly all that night, 

The warden said, “Yon man will fight 
If you say ought hut good ; 

Yon guest ’1 hath grieved liira so sure, 

Hold your tongues and speake noe marc, 

He looks as ho 'were woode.” 

Tlio wsirden ■waged on the morne, 

Two boldest men that ever were borne, 

1 ■wuiine, or ever shall be ; 

Tlw} one was Gibbert Griffin’s sou. 

Full niiclde worslup has he wonne, 

Botli by land and sea. 

The otlier -was a bastard son of Spain, 

Many a Saraziu hath he slain, 

His dint i3 hath gart them die. 

These two men the battle undertooke, 

Against the sew, as says the booke, 

And sealed security. 

That they should Iioldly hide and fight, 

And skoinfit her in maine and might, 

J This line Is almost illegible.-- Each one.— 3 Since then, 
after that.— ■* I’he above lines arc wanting in Mr. Whitaker’s 
xopy,— 5 Cease, stop.— 3 Bun.— 7 Warlock, or wizard.— 
8 Harm.— f Need.— i <> Beat. The copy in Mr. Whitaker’s His- 
tory of Craven roads, pcrlinps hotter, — 

“ The lu'Ud would ding you down ilk one.” 

“ Yon gu(!Ht,” may bcyoir i. e., that adventure; or it 
snay mean yon fjhaist-, or apparition, winch in old poems is 


' Or therefore should they die. 

The warden sealed to them again©. 

And said, “ In feild if ye be slain. 

This conditioiu make I ; 

“We shall for you xJray, sing, and read 
To dooraesday with hearty speed©. 

With all our progeny.” 

Then the letters well was made, 

Bands bound with scales brade, ■* 

As deedes of armes should be. 

These men of armes that weere so wight, 

With armour and with brandes bright, 

They went this sew to see ; 

She made on them slike a rerdji® 

That for her they were sare afer’d, 

And almost bound to flee. 

She came roveing them egaine ; 

That saw the bastard son of Spaine, 

He braded is out his brand ; 

Full spiteously at her he stroke, 

For all the fence that he could make, 

She gat sword out of hand ; 

And rave in sunder half his shielde. 

And bare him backward in the feilde, 

He might not her gainstand. 

She would have riven his privich geare. 

But Gilber*t "with his sword of werre, 

He strake at her full strong. 

On her shoulder till she held the swerd ; 

Then was good Gilbert sore afer’d. 

When the blade brake in throng.iT 

Since in his hands he hath her tane, 

She tooke him by the shoulder bane, 

And held her hold full fast ; 

She strave so stiffly in that stower,i3 
That through all his rich arracur 
The blood came at the last. 

Then Gilbert grieved was sea sare, 

That he rave off both hide and halve, 

The flesh came fro the hone ; 

And with all force he felled her there, 

And wann her worthily in werre. 

And band her him alone. 

And lift her on a horse sea hee, 

Into two paniers well-made of a tre, 

And to Richmond they did hay : 

When they saw her come, 

They sang merrily Te Deura, 

The Fryers on that day.st 

They thanked God and St. Francis, 

As they had won the best of pris,22 
And never a man was slaine : 

There did never a man more manly, 

Knight Marcus, nor yett Sir Gui, 

Nor Loth of Louthyane.23 

applied sometimes to what is supernaturally liideous. Tiie 
printed copy reads, — “ The beast hath,” &:c. — tlired, a York- 
shire phrase.— ^3 Blow. — J** Broad, large. — Such like aroan 
—16 Drew out.— 17 In the combat.— is Bone. — Meeting, bat- 
tle .— 20 Hie, hasten .— 21 The MS. reads, mistakenly, evary day. 
—22 Price— 23 The father of Sir Gawain, in the romauco of 
i Arthur and Merlin, The MS. is thus corrupted— 

1 More loth of Louth Byrne. 
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If y«» will any more of this, 

In the Fryers of Richmond ’tis 

In parchment good and fine ; 

And how Fryar Middleton that was so kend,i 

A t Greta Bridge conjured a feind 
In likeness of a swine. 

It is well known to many a man. 

That Fryar Theobald was warden than, 
Andtiiis fell in his time j 
And Christ them bless both farre and neare, 
All that for solace list this to heate, 

And him that made the rhime. 

Ralph Eokeby with full good will, 

The Fryers of Richmond he gave her till, 

This sew to tnend their fare : 

Fryar Middleton by his name, 

Would needs bring the iat sew haiae, 

That rued him since full sate. 


, . NoteS'C. : 

The Filea of O'KcaU was Jte,~- V. 327. 

The Filea, or Ollamh Be Dan, was the 'proper hard, or, as 
the name literally implies, poet. Each chieftain of distinction 
had one or more in his service, whose office was usually here- 
ditary, The late ingenious Mr. Cooper Walker has assem- 
bled a curious collection of particulars concerning this order 
of men, in his Historical Memoirs of the Irish Bards. There 
were itinerant bards of less elevated rank, but all were held 
in the highest veneration. The English, who considered 
them as chief supporters of the spirit of national indepen- 
dence, were much disposed to proscribe this race of poets, as 
Edward I. is said to have done in Wales. Spenser, while he 
admits the merit of their w'ild poetry, as ** savouring of sweet 
wit and good invention, and sprinkled with some pretty flowers 
of their natural device,” yet rigoronsly condemns the whole 
application of their poetry, as abased to “the gracing of wick- 
edness and rice.” The household minstrel was admitted even 
to the feast of the prince whom he served, and sat at the same 
table. It was one of the customs of which Sir Richard Sewry, 
to whose charge Richard 11. committed the instruction of four 
Irish monarchs in the civilisation of the period, found it most 
difficult to brealc his royal disciples, though he had also much 
ado to subject them to other English rules, and particularly 
to reconcile them to wear breeches. “ The kyng, my souer- 
evigne lord’s entent was, that in manor, countenaunce, and 
apparel of clothyng, they sholde use according to the maner 
of Englande, for the kynge thought to make them all four 
knyghtes ; they had afayrehouse to lodge in, in Duvelyn, and 
I was charged to abyde styil with them, and not to departe ; 
and 80 two or three dayes I sufiered them to do as they lyst, 
and sayde nothyng to them, hut folo wed their owne appetytes: 
they wolde sitte at the table, and make countenance nother 
good norfayr e. Than I thought I shulde cause them to chaunge 
that maner; they wolde cause their mynstrells, their ser- 
uantes, and varlettes, to sytte with them, and to eate in their 
ownedyssche, and todrinke of their cuppes ; and they shewed 
me that the usage of their cuntre was good, for they sayd in 
all thyngs (except their beddes) they were and lyved as co- 
men. So the fourthe day I ordayned other tables to be conered 
in the hall, afterthe usage of Englande, and I made these four 


knyghtes to sytte at the hyghe table, and there mynstrels at 
another horde, and their seniauntes and varlettes at another 
byneth them, wherof by semymge they were displeased, and 
beheld each other, and wolde not eate, and sayde, how I wolde 
take fro themtheirgood usage, wherein they had been norish- 
ed. Then I answered them, smylyng, to apeace them, that it 
was not honourable for their estates to do as they clyde before, 
and that they must leave it, and use the custom of Englande, 
and that it was the kynge’s pleasure they shulde so do, and 
how he was charged so to order them. When they harde 
that, they suffred it, bycause they had putte tliemselfe under 
the obesyance of the Kynge of England, and parceuered in the 
same as long as I was with them ; yet they had one use which 
I knew was well used in their enntre, and that was, they dyde 
were no breches ; I caused breches of lynen clothe to be made 
for them. Whyle I was with them I caused them to leaue 
many rude thynges, as well in clothyng as in other causes, 
Moehe ado I had at the fyrst to cause them to weare gownes 
of sylke, furred with myneuere and gray; for before these 
kynges thought theraselfe well apparelled whan they had on a 
rnantell. They rode alwayes without saddles and styropes, 
and with great payne I made them to ride after our usage, 
Lord Berners’ Froissart Loud. 1812, 4to, vol. ii. p. fl2L 
The infl-uence of these bards upon tlieir patrons, and their 
admitted title to interfere in matters of the weiglitiest con- 
cern, may be also proved from the behaviour of ono of them 
at an interview between Thomas Fitzgerald, son of the Earl of 
Kildare, then about to renounce the English allegiance, and 
the Lord Chancellor Cromer, who made a long and goodly 
oration to dissuade him from his purpose. The young lord 
had come to the council “ armed and weaponed,” and attend- 
ed hy seven score horsemen in their shirts of mail; and m’o 
are assured that the chancellor, having set forth his oration 
“ with such a lamentable action as his chcekes were all be- 
blubbered with teares, the horsemen, namolie, such as under 
stood not English, began to diuine what the lord-chancellor 
meant with all this long circumstance ; some of them report- 
ing that he was preaching a sermon, others said that he stood 
making of some heroicall poetry in the praise of the Lortl 
Thomas. And thus as every idiot shot his foolish bolt at the 
wise chancellor his discourse, who in effect had nought else 
but drop pretious stones before hogs, one Bard de Nolan, ati 
Irish rithmour, and a rotten sheepe to infect a whole floeke, 
was chatting of Irish verses, as though his toong had run on 
pattens, in commendation of the Lord Thonia.s, investing him 
with the title of Silken Thomas, bicans his hor.4emens jacks 
were gorgeously imbroidered with silke : and in the end he 
told him that he lingered there oner long; whereat the Lord 
Thomas being quickened,”^ as Holinshed expresses it, bid 
defiance to the chancellor, threw down contemptuously the 
sword of office, which, in his father’s absence, he held as de- 
puty, and rushed forth to engage in open insurrection. 


\ Note 3 D. 

J?i, ClaniXeboy ! thy/rkfully floor 
Slievc-Donard's oak shall lirjht no morc.~-V. 327. 

Ciandeboy is a district of Ulster, formerly possessed by the 
sept of the O’Neales, and Slieve-Donard, a romantic mountain 
in the same province. The clan was ruined after Tyrone’s 
great rebellion, and their places of abode laid desolate. Tho 
ancient Irish, wild and uncultivated iu other respects, did not 
yield even to their descendants in practising tho most free and 


Well known, or perhaps kind, well disposed. 


2 Hoilinshed. Lend. 1808, vol. vi. p. 201. 
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-extenderl hospitality ; and doubtless the bards mourned the 
decay of the mansion of their chiefs in strains similar to the 
verses of the British Llywarch lien on a similar occasion, 
which are affecting, even through the discouraging medium of 
a literal translation 

“ Silent-breathing gale, long wilt thou be heard ! 

There is scarcely another deserving praise , 

Since Urien is no more. 

Many a dog that scented well the prey, and aSrial hawk, i 

Have been trained on this floor 

Before Erlleon became polluted . i 

This hearth, ah, will it not he covered with nettles ! 

Whilst its defender lived, 

More congenial to it was the foot of the needy petitioner. 

This hearth, will it not be covered with green sod I 
In tlie lifetime of Owain and Elphin, 

Its ample cauldron boiled the prey taken from the foe. 

This hearth, will it not bo covered with toad-stools ! 

Around the viand it prepared, more cheering was 
The clattering sword of the fierce dauntless warrior. 

Tills hearth, will it not be overgrown with spreading 
brambles ' 

Till now, logs of burning wood lay on it, 

Accustoiird to pfepai-e the gifts of Keged I 

This hearth, will it not be covered with thorns ! 

More congenial on it would have been the mixed group 
Of Owain’'s social friends united in harmony. 

This hearth, will it not be covered with ants ! 

More adapted to it would have been the bright torches 
And harmless festivities I 

i’his lioarth, will it not bo covered with dock-leaves I 
More congenial on its floor would have been 
The mead, and tlie talking of wiue-cheer’d warriors. 

Tills hearth, will it not be turned isp by the swine ! 

More congenial to it would liave been the clamour of men, 
And the circling horns of the banquet.” 

Heroic Ekgks of Ll,t/itwx Hcnt b;>/ 0\VEN, 
Loud. 1702, bvo, p. 41. 

The hall of Gynddylan is gloomy this night, 

Without fire, without bed— 

I must weep a while, and then be silent 1 

The hall of Cynddylan is gloomy this night, 

Without lire, without candle— 

E-xeept God doth, who will endue me with patience ! 

The liall of Cynddylan is gloomy this night, 

Without lire, without being lighted— 

Be thou encircled with spreading silence ! 

/riio hid! of Gjaiddylan, gloomy seems its roof 
b iucLi the sweet smile of liumanity is no more— 

W<,HJ to him that saw it, if he neglects to do good ! 

'1 he hall of Cynddylan, artthou notbereftof thy appearance ? 
Tby shield is in the grave ; 

Whilst he lived there was no broken roof ! 

'i'hc hall of Cynddylan is without love this night, 

Since he that own’d it is no more— 

Ah, death ; it will be but a short time he will leave me 1 


The hall of Gjmddylan is'not easy this night, 

On the top of the rock of Hydwyth, 

Without its lord, without company, without the circlins 
feasts ! 

The hall of Cynddylan is gloomy this nighty 
Withoutfire,witlioutsbngs— 

Tears afflict the cheeks 1 

The hall of Cynddylan is gloomy this night. 

Without fire, without family— 

My overflowing tears gush out ! 

The hall of Cynddylan pierces me to see it, 
WithoiitacoveringjWithoutfire— 

My general dead, and I alive myself ! 

The hall of Cynddylan is the seat of chill grief this night. 
After the respect I experienced ; 

Without the men, without the women, who reside there ! 

The hall of Cynddylan is silent this night, 

After losing its master — . 

The great merciful God, what shall I do I” 

JWd. p. 77‘ 


Note S E. 

M^CurUnl^s Ziarp.— B. 329. 

MacCurtin, hereditary Ollamh of North Munster, and 
Filea to Donoiigh, Earl of Tliomond, and JPresident of Mun- 
ster. This nobleman was amongst those who were prevailed 
upon to join Elizabeth’s forces. Soon as it was known that 
he had basely abandoned the interests of his country, Mac- 
Curtin presented an adulatory poem to MacCarthy, chief of 
South Munster, and of the Eugenian line, who, with O’Neil, 
0‘Honnel, Lacy, and others, were deeply engaged in protect- 
ing their violated country. In this poem he dwells with rap- 
ture on the courage and patriotism of MacCarthy ; but the 
verse that should (according to an established law of the order 
of the bards) be introduced in the praise of O’Brien, he turns 
into severe satire:—* How am I afflicted (says he) that the 
descendant of the great Brion Boiromh cannot furnish me 
with a theme worthy the honour and glory of his exalted 
race!’ Lord Thomoncl, hearing this, vowed vengeance on 
the spirited bard, who fled for refuge to the county of Cork. 
One clay observing the exasperated nobleman and his equi- 
page at a small distance, he thought it was in vain to fly, and 
pretended to be suddenly seized with the pangs of death j di- 
recting liis wife to lament over him, and tell his lordship, that 
the sight of him^ by aw'akening the sense of Ms iiigratitudti, 
had so much afiected him that he could not support it ; and 
desired her at the same time to tell his lordship, that he en- 
treated, as a dying request, his forgiveness. Soon as Lord 
Tiiomond arrived, the feigned tale was related to Mm. That 
nobleman was moved to compassion, and not only declared 
that he most heartily forgave him, but, opening Ms purse, 
presented the fair mourner with some pieces to inter him. 
This instance of his lordship’s pity and generosity gaw cou- 
rage to the trembling bard ; who, suddenly springing up, re- 
cited an extemporaneous ode in praise of Donougli, and, re- 
entering into his service, became once more his favourite.*’— 
Walker's Memoirs of the Irish Bards. Bond. 17ik>. -itu, 
p.l41. 


Note 3 F. 

The ancient English 7ninstrers dress.— •'F. 329.. 

Among the entertainments presented to Elizabeth at Kenil- 
worth Castle, Avas the introduction of a person designed to 
, , 2a 
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represent a travelling minstrel, who entertained her with a horseman bound her eves, and placed her on a pillion behind 
solemn story out of the Acts of King Arthur. Of this person's him. After proceed-ag in silence for many miles throngfi 
dress and appearance 3Ir Laiieham has given us a very aecu- rough and dii-ty lanes, they stopped, and the midwife was led 
rate account, transferred by Bishop Percy to the preliminary into a house, which, from the length of her walk through tlio 
.Disssrmtiun on Minstrels, prehxedto his Kdigews as weU as the sounds aboiifc her, she discovered 


Note 3 G. 


lUtlecoie Hall—?. 332 


PodriJ Yoll to be the seat of wealth and power. When the bandage was 

^ * removed from her eyes, she found herself in a bedeliamberT in 

which were the lady on whose account she had been sent for, 

and a man of a haughty and ferocious aspect, The lady was 
Note 3 G. delivered of a fine boy. Immediately the man commanded 

the midwife to give him the child, and catching it from her, 
LUtlecoie Hall. — P. 332 he hurried across the room, and threw it on the back of the 

The tradition from which the ballad is founded, was sup- fire, that was blazing in the chimney. The child, however, . 
plied by a friend, ithe late Lord Webb Seymour,) whose ac- wasstrong,and, by its struggles, rolled itself upon the hearth, 
count I will not do the injustice to abridge, as it contains an when the rufiian again seized it with fury, and, in spite of the 
adtnimble picture of an old English hall intercession of the midwife, and the more piteous entreaties 
“ littlecote House stands in a low and lonely situation, of the mother, thrust it under the grate, and, raking the live 
On three sides it is surrounded by a park that spreads over coals upon it, soon put an end to its life. Tlie midwife, after 
tlio adjoining hill; on the fourth, by meadows which are spending some time in affording all the relief in her power to 
watered by the river Kennet. Close on one ride of the house the wretched mother, was told that she must be gone. Her 
is a thick grove of lofty trees, along the verge of which runs former conductor appeared, who again bound her eyes, and 
one of the principal avenues to it through the park. It is an conveyed her behind him to her own home ; he then paid her 
irregular building ofgreat antiquity, aud was probably erected handsomely, and departed. The midwife was strongly agi- 
about the time of the termination of feudal Avarfare, when tated by the horrors of the preceding night; and she iinme- 
defence came no longer to be an object in a country man- diately made a deposition of the facts before a magistrate, 
sion. Many circumstances, however, in the interior of the Two circumstances afforded hopes of detecting the house in 
house, seem appropriate to feudal times. The hall is very which the crime had been committed ; one W'as, that the mid- 
spacious, floored with stones, and lighted by large transom wife, as she sat by the bedside, had, with a view to discover 
windows, that are clothed with casements. Its walls are the place, cut out a piece of the bed-curtain, and sewn it in 
hung with old military accoutrements, that have long been again ; the other was, that as she had descended the staircase 
left a prey to rust. At one end of the hallis a range ef coats she had counted the steps. Some suspicions fell upon one 
of mail and helmets, and there is on every side abundance of Darrell, at that time the proprietor of Littlecote House, and 
old-fashioned pistols and guns, many of them with match- the domain around it. The house was examined, and identi- 
iocks. Immediately below the comice Inmgs a row of leathern fted by the midwife, and Darrell was tried at Salisbury for the 
jerkins, made in the form of a shirt, supposed to have been murder. By corrupting his judge, he escaped the sentence of 
worn as armour by the vassals, A large oak table, reaching the law; but broke his neck by a fall from his horse in hunt- 
nearly from one end of the room to the other, might have ing, in a few months after. The place where this happened 
feasted the whole neighbourhood, and an appendage -to one is still known by the name of DarrelPs Style,— a spot to bo 
end of it made it answer at other times for the old game of dreaded by the peasant whom the shades of evening have over- 
rimffieboard. The rest of the furniture is in a suitable style, taken on his way. 

particularly an arm-chair of cumbrous worlcraanship, con- “ Littlecote House is two miles from [IXungerford, in Berk- 
structed of wood, curiously turned, with a high back and trian- shire, through wdiidi the Bath road passes. The fact oceurred 
gular seat, said to have been usedby Judge Popham in the in the reign of Elizabeth. All the important circumstances X 
reign of Elizabeth. The entrance into the hall is at one end, liave given exactly as they are told in tlie country ; some trifles 
by a low door, communicating with a passage that leads from only are added, either to render the whole connected, or to 
the outer door in the front of the house to a quadrangle^ increase the impression.’’'’ 

within ; at the other, it opens upon a gloomy staircase, by To Lord Webb's edition of this singular story, the autlinr 
which you ascend to the first floor, and, passing the doors of can now add the following account, extracted from Aubrey's 
some bedchambers, enter a narrow gallery, which e.\tends Correspondence. It occurs among other particulars respcct- 
along the back front of the house from one end to the other ing Sir Jolm Fopham : — 

of it, and loo!; s upon an old garden. This gallery is hung “Sir ^ Bayrell, of Littlecoie, in Corn. Wilts, hav- 
witii portraits, chiefly in the Spanisli dresses of the sixteenth ing gott his lady’s waiting woman with diild, when her travel! 
ceniury. In one of the bedchambers, which you pass in going came, sent a servant with a horse for a midwife, whom he 
towards the gallery, is a bedstead with blue furniture, which was to bring hood-winked. She was brought, and layd the 
time has now made dingy and hreadbare, and hi the bottom woman, but as soon as the child was born, she sawe the kniglit 
of one of the bed curtains you are shown a place where a take the child and murtiier it, and bum it in the fire in tlie 
small piece has been cut out and sewn in again,— a circum- chamber. She having done her businesse, was extraordinarily 
stance which serves to identify the scene of the following rewarded for her paines, and sent blindlnlded away. This 
story:— horrid action did much nm in her mind, and she had a desire 

“ It was on a dark rainy night in the month of November, to discover it, but knew not where Uwas. Slie considered 
that an old midijnfe sat musing by her cottage fire-side, when with herself the tim ' that slie was riding, and how many miles 
on a sudden she was startled by a loud knocking at the door, she might have rode at tiiat rate in that time, and that 'it 
On opening it she found a horseman, who told her that her must be some great person's house, for the roome was 12 foot 
assistance was required immediately by a person of rank, high; and she shouklknow the chamber if riic sawe it. She 
and that she should be handsomely rewarded; but that went to a Justice of Peace, and search was made. T’iie very 
there were reasons for keeping the affair a strict secret, chamber found. The Knight vms brought to his tryall ; ami, 
mid, therefore, riie must submit to be bUndfolded, and to to be short, this judge bad this noble house, parko aud man - 
be conducted m that condition to the bedchamber of the ner, and (I tliinko) more, for a bribe to save his life, 
lady. With some hesitation the midwife consented; the ^ “ Sir John Popham gave sentence according to lawe, but 

1 T hobtg a great poi son and a favourite, he procured a siu// m’o- 

t think there is a chapel on one side of it, but am not sequid"^ 

^ till this tale of terror the author has combined some oir- 
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cttmfstances of a similar legend, which was current at Edin- 
huigh during his childhood. 

About the beginning of the eighteenth century, when the 
large castles of the Scottish nobles, and even the secluded 
hotels, like those of the French noblesse, which they possessed 
in Edinburgh, were sometimes the scenes of strange and mys- 
terious transactions, a divine of singular toetity was called 
up at midnight to pray with a person at the point of death. 
This was no unusual summons; but what followed was alarm- 
ing. He was put into a sedan-chair, and after he had been 
iransported to a remote part of the town, the bearers insisted 
upon his being blindfolded. The request was enforced by a 
cocked pistol, and submitted to ; but in the course of the dis- 
cussion, he conjectured, from the phrases employed by the 
chairmen, and from some part of their dress, not completely 
concealed by their cloaks, that they were greatly above the 
menial station they had assumed. After many turns and 
windings, the chair was carried up stairs into a lodging, where 
his eyes were uncovered, and he was introduced into a bed- 
room, where he found a lady, newly delivered of an infant, 
lie was commanded by his attendants to say such prayers 
by her bedside as w'ere fitting for a person not expected 
to survive a mortal disorder. He ventured to remonstrate, 
and observe, that her safe delivery warranted better hopes. 
But he was sternly commanded to obey the orders first 
given, and with difficulty recollected himself sufficiently to 
acquit himself of the task imposed on him. He was then 
again hurried into the chair ; but as tliey conducted him 
down stairs, he heard the report of a pistol. He was safely 
conducted home ; a purse of gold was forced upon him ; 
but he was warned, at the same time, that the least allusion 
to this dark transaction would cost him his life. He betook 
liimsolf to rest, and, after long and broken musing, fell into a 
deep sleep* From this he was awakened by his servadt, with 
the dismal news that a fire of uncommon fury had broken out 
in tlie house of ^ near the head of the Canongate, and 

that it was totally consumed ; with the shocking addition, that 
the daughter of the proprietor, a young lady eminent for 
beauty and accomplishments, had perished in the flames. 
The clergyman had his suspicions, but to have made them 
public vv'ould have availed nothing. He was timid ; the family 
was of the first distinction ; above all, the deed was done, and 
could not be amended. Time wore away, however, and with 
it his terrors. He became unhappy at being the solitai'y de- 
positary of this fearful mystery, and mentioned it to some of 
his brethren, through whom the anecdote acquired a sort of 
publicity. The divine, however, had been long dead, and the 
story in some degree forgotten, wlien a fire broke out again on 
the very same spot where the house of * * * * had formerly 
stood, and which was now occupied by buildings of an inferior 
description. When the flames were at their height, the tumult, 
which usually attends such a scene, was suddenly suspended 
by an unexpected apparition, A beautiful female, in a night- 
dress, extremely rich, but at least half a century old, appeared 
in the very midst of the fire, and uttered these tremendous 
words in her vernacular idiom ; ** Anes burned, twice burned ; 
the t?ilrd time 1*11 scare you all F* The belief in this story 
was formerly so strong, that on afire brealving out, and seem- 
ing to approach the fiital spot, there was a good deal of anxiety 
testified, lest the apparition should make good nci* denun- 
ciation. 


f ** Enmity did eontiniio betweene Howell ap Rys ap ITowcU 
I Vaughan and the sonnes of John ap Meredith. After the 
i death of Evan ap Rebert, Griffith ap Gronw (cosen-german to 
j John ap Meredith's sonnes of Gwynfryn, who had long served 
® in France, and had charge there) coraeing home to live in the 
j countrey, it happened that a servant of his, eomeing to fish in 
I Stymilyn, his fish was taken away, and the fellow beaten by 
[ Howell ap Rys his servants, and by his commandment. 

! Griffith ap John ap Gronvp took the matter in such dudgeon 
! that he challenged Howell ap Rys to the field, which he re- 
' fusing, assembling his cosins John ap Meredith’s sonnes and 
his friends together, assaulted Howell in his own house, after 
: the maner he had seene in the French warres, and consumed 
j with fire his bames and his out- houses. Whilst he was thusas- 
1 saultingthe hall, which Howell ap Rys and many other people 
; kept, being a very strong house, he was shot, out of a crevice 
of the house, through the sight of his beaver into the head, 
j and slayne outright, being otherwise armed at all points. IS ot- 
i withstanding his death, the assault of the house was continued 
I with great vehemence, the doores fired witli great burthens of 
i straw ; besides this, the smoake of the out-houses and barnes 
, not farre distant annoyed greatly the defendants, for that most 
I of them lay under boordes and benches upon the floore, in the 
! hall, the better to avoyd the smoake. During this scene of con- 
j fusion onely the old man, Howell ap Rys, never stooped, but 
j stood valiantly in the midst of the floore, armed with a glevein 
I his hand, and called unto them, and bid ‘ them ai*ise like men, 
i for shame, for he had Icnovvne there as great a smoake in that 
hall upon Christmas-even.’ In the end, seeing the house 
could noe longer defend them, being overlayed with a multi- 
tude, upon parley betweene them, Howell ap Rys was con- 
tent to yeald himself prisoner to Morris ap John ap Mere- 
dith, John ap Meredith’s eldest soime, soo as he would swear 
unto him to bring him safe to Carnarvon Castle, to abide the 
triall of the law for the death of Graff ’ ap John ap Gronw, 
who was cosen-german removed to the said Howell ap Rys, 
and of the veiy same house he was of. Which Morris ap John 
ap Meredith undertaking, did put a guard about the said 
Howell of his trustiest friends and servants, who kept and de- 
fended him from the rage of his kindred, and especially of 
Owen ap John ap Meredith, his brother, who w'as very eager 
against him . They passed by leisure thence like a campe to 
Carnarvon : the whole eountrie being assembled, Howell his 
friends posted a horseback from one place or other by the 
way, who brought word that he was come thither safe, for they 
were in great fear lest ho should be murthered, and that 
Morris ap John ap Meredith could not be able to defend him, 
neither durst any of Howeirs friends be there, for fear of the 
kindred. In the end, being delivered by Morris ap Johnap 
Meredith to the Constable of Carnarvon Castle, and there kept 
safely in ward untill the assises, it fell out by law, that the burn- 
ing of Howell’s houses, and assaulting him in his owne house, 
was a morehaynous offence in Morris ap John ap Meredith and 
the rest, than the death of Graff' ap John ap Gronw in Howell, 
who did it in his own defence ; whereupon Morris ap John ap 
Meredith, with thirty-five more, were indicted of felony, as 
appeareth by the copie of the indictment, which £ had from 
the records.”'-SiB John WyNNE'’s Bistory of the Givydiy 
Family, Load. 1770, 8vo, p. llfi. 


Note '3 H. 


As thick a smoke these hearths have given 
At IlaUow-tidc or Chrisimas-’even,’--~F. 3S4. 

yudi an exiiortation was, in similar circumstances, actutilly | 
given 10 hU Ibilowers by a Welsh chieftain 


Note 3 I. 

0*er Eexham’^s altar hung my glove.— F. 3-il. 

This custom among the Redesdale and Tynedale Borderers 
is mcutioned in the interesting Life of Barnard Gilpin, where 
some account is given of tbe.se wild districts, which it was the 
custom of that excellent man regularly to visit. 

“ This custom (of duels) still prevailed on the Borders, 
I wlicre Saxon barbarism held its latest possession. These 
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mid jSorthumbrians, indeed, went beyond the ferocity of i 
their ancestors. They were not content witli a duel : each i 
contending party used to muster what adherents he could, and 
couimencQ a kind of petty war. So that a private grudge 
would often occasion much bloodshed. 

“ it happened that a quarrel of this kind -was on foot when 
Mr. Gilpin was at Rothbury, in those parts. During the two 
or three :drst days of his preaching, the contending parties ob- 
served some decorum, and never appeared at church toge- 
ther- At length* however, they met. One party had been 
early at church, and just as Mr Gilpin began his sermon, the 
other entered. They stood not long silent. Inflamed at the 
Bight of each other, they began to clash their weapons, for 
tliey were all armed with javelins and swords, and mutually 
approached. Awed, however, by the sacredness of the place, 
the tumult in some degree ceased. Mr Gilpin proceeded : 
when again the combatants began to brandidi their weapons, 
and draw towards each other. As a fray seemed near, Mr. 
Gilpin stepped from the pulpit, went between them, and ad- 
dressed the leaders, put an end to the quarrel, for the present, j 
but could not effect an entire reconciliation. They promised j 
him, however, that till the sennon was over they would make 
no more disturbance. He then went again into the pulpit, 
and spent the rest of the time in endeavouring to make them 
ashamed of what they had done. His behaviour and dis- 
course affected them so much, that, at his farther entreaty, 
they promised to forbear all acts of hostility while he conti- 
nued in the country. And so much respected was he among 
them, that whoever was in fear of his enemy used to resort 
where Mr. Gilpin was, esteeming his presence the best pro- 
tection. ■ 

One Sunday morning, coming to a church in those parts, 
before the people were assembled, he observed a glove hang-; 
ing up, and was informed by the sexton, that it was meant as 
a challenge to any one who should take it down. Mr. Gilpin 
ordered the sexton to reach it to him ; hut upon his utterly 
refusing to touch it, he took it down himself, and put it into 
his breast. "When the people were assembled, he went into 
the pulpit, and, before he concluded, his sermon took occa- 
sion to rebuke them severely for these inhuman challenges. 

‘ I hear,'' saith he, * that one among you hath hanged up a 
glove, even in this sacred place, threatening to fight any one 
who taketli it down : see, I have taken it dow j’ and, pulling 
out the glove, he held it up to the congregation, and then 
showed them how unsuitable such savage practices were to 
the profession of Christianity, using such persuasives to mu- 
tual love as he thought would most affect them.”— ij/b ' of 
Barnard Gilpin. Lond, 1753, 8vo, p- 177. I 


Note 3 K. 

A Eorseman arm*dt at headlong speed.-^'B. 345. 

This, and what follows, is taken from a real achievement 
of Major Robert Philipson, billed from his desperate and 
adventurous courage, Robin the Devil ; which, as being very 
inaccurately noticed in this note upon the first edition, shall 


be now given in a more authontic form. The chief place of 
his retreat was not Lord's Island, in Derwentwater, but Cur- 
wen's Island, in the Lake of Windermere 

“ This island formerly belonged to the Philipsons, a family 
of note in Westmoreland. During the Civil Wars, twm of 
them, an elder and a younger brother served the King. The 
former, who was Hie proprietor of it, commanded a regiment ; 
the latter was a major. 

“ The major, whose name was Robert, was a man of gi'^at 
spirit and enterprise ; and for his many feats of personal bra- 
very had obtained, among the Oliverians of those parts, th« 
appellation of Robin the Devil. ,, 

“ After the war had subsided, and the direful effects of pub- 
lic opposition had ceased, revenge and malice long kept alive 
the animosity of individuals. Colonel Briggs, a steady friend 
to usurpation, resided at this time at Kendal, and, under the 
double character of a leading magistrate (for he was a Justice- 
of-Peace) and an active commander, held the country in awe. 
This person having heard that Major Philipson was at his 
brother's house on the island in Windermere, resolved, if pos- 
sible, to seize and punish a man who had made himself so 
particularly obnoxious. How it was conducted, my autho- 
rity i docs not inform us— whether he got together the navi- 
gation of the lake, and blockaded the place by sea, or whe- 
ther he landed and carried on his approaches in form. Kei- 
tlier do we learn the strength of the garrison within, nor of 
the works witliout. All we learn is, that IMajor Philipson 
endured a siege of eight months with great gallantry, till his 
brother, the Colonel, raised a party and relieved him. 

“It was now’ the TMajoris turn to make reprisals. He put 
himself, therefore, at the head of a little troop of horse, and 
rode to Kendal. Here, being informed that Colonel Briggs 
was at prayers, (for it was on a Sunday morning,) he sta- 
tioned his men properly in the avenues, and himself armed, 
rode directly into the church. It probably was not a regular 
church, but some large place of meeting. It is said he in- 
tended to seize the Colonel and carry him off; but as this 
! seems to have been totally impracticable, it is rather pro- 
I bable that his intention was to kill him on the spot, and in 
1 the midst of the confusion to escape. Whatever his inten- 
I tion was, it was frustrated, for Brigps happened to be elsc- 
i where. 

j “ The congregation, as might be expected, w'as thrown into 
1 great confusion on seeing an aiincd man on horseback make 
I his appearance among them ; and the ISIajor, taking advau- 
; tage of their astonishment, turned his horse round, and rode 
quietly out. But having given an alarm, he was presently 
assaulted as he left the assembly, and being seized, his girths 
were cut, and he was unhorsed. 

‘‘ At this instant his party made a furious attack on the as- 
sailants, and the Major killed with his own hand the man 
who had seized him, clapped the saddle ungirthed as it w’as, 
upon his horse, and, vaulting into it, rode full speed through 
the streets of Kendal, calling his men to follow him ; and, 
with his whole party, made a safe retreat to his asylum in 
the lake. The action marked the man. Many Icnew him : 
and they w’ho did not, know as well from the e-xploit that it 
could be nobody but Robin the Devil.” 


^ Dr Burn's History of Westmoreland. 








OR, 

'Fale of St 00^ w< 

A LOVER'S TALE. 


PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.i 

In the Edinburgh Annual Register for the year 
I809j Three Fragments were inseHed, written in 
imitation of Living Poets. It must have been ap- 
parent, that by these prolusions, nothing burlesque, 
or disrespectful to the authors, was intended, but 
that they were offered to the public as serious, though 
certainly very imperfect, imitations of that stvle of 
composition, by which each of the writers is sup- 
posed to be distinguished. As these exercises at- 
tracted a gi’eater degree of attention than the author 
anticipated, he has been induced to complete one 
of them, and pi'esent it as a separate publication .2 

It is not in this place that an examination of the 
Murks of the master ^vhom he lias here adopted as 
his model, can, with propriety, be introduced ; since 
his general acquiescence in the favourable suffrage 
of the public must necessarily be inferred from the 
attempt he has now made. He is induced, hy the 
nature of Iris subject, to offer a few remarks on 
what has been called romantic poetry the popu- 
larity of which has been revived in the present 
day, under the auspices, and by the unparalleled 
success, of one individual. 

The original purpose of poetry is either religious 
or historical, or, as must frequently happen, a mix- 
time of both. To modern readers, the poems of 
Homer have many of the features of pure x'oinanee j 
but in the estimation of his contemporaries, they pro- 


1 PublLIit'd in March 1813, by John Ballantyne and Co. 
ISrno, 73. 6d. 

3 Sir Walter Scott, in his Introduction to the Lord of the 
I.'.lcs sap,— •“ Being much urged by my intimate friend, now 
iniiioppily no more, William Erskine, I agreed to write the 
Utile romantic tale called the ‘ Bridal of Triermain but it 
was on the condition, that he should make no serious ejffort 
to dLovvn the composition, if report should lay it at his door. 


hably derived their chief value from their supposed 
historical authenticity. The same may be generally 
said of the poetry of all early ages. The marvels 
and miracles which the poet blends with his song, 
do not exceed in number or extravagance the fig- 
ments of the historians of the same period of society ; 
and, indeed, the difference betwixt poetry and prose, 
as the vehicles of historical truth, is always of late 
introduction. Poets, under various denominations 
of Bards, Scalds, Chroniclers, and so forth, are the 
first historians of all nations. Their intention is 
to relate the events they have witnessed, or the 
traditions that have reached them ; and they clothe 
the relation in rhyme, merely as the means of 
rendering it more sqjemn in the nari’ative or more 
easily committed to memory. But as the poetical 
historian improves in the art of conveying informa- 
tion, the authenticity of his narrative unavoidably 
declines. He is tempted to dilate and dwell upon 
the events that are interesting to his imagination, 
and, conscious how indifferent his audience is to 
the naked truth of his poem, his history gradually 
becomes a romance. 

It is in this situation that those epics are found, 
which have been generally regarded the standards 
of poetry j and it has happened somewhat strangely, 
that the moderns have pointed out as the character* 
istics and peculiar excellencies of narrative poetry, 
the very circumstances which the authors them- 
selves adopted, only because their art involved the 
duties of the historian as well as the poet. It can- 


As he was more than suspected of a taste for poetry', and 
as I took care, in several places, to mix something which 
might resemble (as far as was in my powder) my friend’.s feel- 
ing and manner, the train easily caught, and two large editions 
were sold. A. third being called for, Lord Kinedder became 
unwilling to aid any longer a deception which was gong far- 
ther than he expected or desired, and the real author 
wasgiven.’V 
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not bo believoJ, for example, that Homer selected ! 
tile siege of Troy as the most appropriate subject ' 
for poetry ; his purpose was to write the eai’ly liistory 
of Iiis country ; tlie event he has chosen, though not 
very fruitful in varied incident, nor perfectly well | 
adapted for poetry, was nevertheless combined with 
traditionary and genealogical anecdotes extremely 
interesting to those who were to listen to him ; and 
this he has adorned by the exertions of a genius, 
whicli, if it has been equalled, has certainly been 
never surpassed. It was not till comparatively a 
late period that the general accuracy of his narra- 
tive, or his purpose in composing it was brought 
into question, Aox&7 [4 Avalayagay] 

ipnffi ^ce.(«o^7ve5 Ev «r«v<ro^'a?p'53 Tjgv 

d^o(p^v<ii£r^ai umi Kirifii xau 

But whatever tlieoi'ies might be framed by specu- 
lative men, his work was of an historical, not of an 
allcgOX’ical nature. vS MivTSa/ xat 

sV» Ixaffrrovi ccipiXOiTOj ^kvrce. <rk zvi^ia^icx. ^itgeuraroj 


xceTi tffTSpim s,^s'vv&kn<ro’ M vjv xai fivvi^oermct 

<^kvr&>v Instead of recommending the 

choice of a subject similar to that of Homer, it 
was to be expected that critics should have exhorted 
the poets of these latter days to adopt or invent a 
narrati ve in itself more susceptible of poetical orna- 
ment, and to avail themselves of that advantage in 
order to compensate, in some degree, the inferiority 
of genius. The contrary course has been inculcated 
by almost all the writers upon the Bpoposia; with 
what success, the fate of Homer’s numerous imi- 
tators may best show. The ultmum suppUcium of 
criticism was inflicted on the author if he did not 
choose a subject which at once deprived him of all 
claim to originality, and placed him, if not in actual 
contest, at least in fatal comparison, with those 
giants in the land whom it was most his interest 
to avoid. The celebrated i^eceipt for writing an 
epic poem, which appeared in The Guardian, 3 
was the first instance in which common sense 


1 Diojs'enes Laertius, lib. ii. Anaxag. Segm. il. 

s liouieri Vita, in Herod. IJmo-. St'ph. 1570, p. 356, 

3 A EhCEIPT TO M.^KE AN EriC POEM. 

FOR THE FABLE. 

Take out of any old poem, history book, romance, or le 
gend, (for instance, GeofiFry of Monmouth, or Bon Belianis of 
Greece,) those parts of story which afford most scope for long 
descriptions. Put these pieces together, and throw all the 
adventures you fancy into one tale. Then take a hero whom 
you may choose for the sound of hia name, and put him into 
ihe midfct of these adventures. There let him work for twelve 
books ; at the end of which you may take him out ready pre* 
pared to conquer or marry, it being necessary that the con- 
clusion of an epic poem be fortunate.*’ 

Tc make an SJp/sode. — “Take any remaining adventure of 
your former collection, in w'hich you could no way involve 
your hero, or any unfortunate accident that was too good to 
be thrown away, and it will be of use, applied to any other 
person, who may he lost .and evaporate in the course of the 
work, without the least damage to the composition.” 

For me Moral and Allegory .— '1 hose you may extract out 
of the fable afterwards at your leisure. Be sure you strain 
them sufficiently.” 

FOR THK MANNERS. 

“ For those of the hero, take all the best qualities you < 
find in all the celebrated heroes of antiquity ; if they will not 
be reduced to a consistency, lay them all on a heap upon him. 
Be sure they are qualities which your patron would be thought 
to have ; and, to prevent any mistake which the world may 
be subject to, select from the alphabet those capital letters 
tltat compose his name, and set them at the head of a dcdica- 
eation before your poem. However, do not absolutely observe 
the exact quantity of these virtues, it not being determined 
whether or not it be necessary for the hero of a poem to be an 
honest man. For the under characters, gatiier them from 
Homer and Virgil, and change the names as occasion serves.” 

FOR THE MACHINES, 

“ Take of deities, male and female, as many as you can use. 
Separate them into equal parts, and keep Jupiter in the 
middle. Let Juno put him in a ferment, and Venus mollify 
him. Hemainbcr on all occ.asions to make use of volatile 
Mercury. If you have need of devils, draw them out of Mil- 
toa''s Paradise, and extract your spirits from Tasso. The use 
«f these machines is evident, for, since an epic poem c.an pos- 


sibly subsist without them, the wisest way is to reserve them 
for your greatest necessities. When you cannot e.xtricate 
your hero by any human means, or yourself by your own wits, 
seek relief from Heaven, and the gods will do your business 
very readily. This is according to the direct prescription of 
Horace in his Art of Poetry ; 

* Nec Deus intersit, nisi djgnus vindice nodus 
Inciderit.’— Verse 191. 

‘ Never presume to make a god appear 

But for a business worthy of a god."— R oscommo.v. 

That is to say, a poet should never call upon the gods for their 
assistance, but when he is in great pcri)iexity.” 

FOB THE DESCRIPTIONS. 

Fora Tempest.—^* Take Eurus, Zephyr, Auster, and Boreas, 
and cast them together into one verse. Add to these of rain, 
lightning, and of thunder (the loudest you can), Quantum sutlU 
cit. Mix your clouds and billows, well together until they 
fo.am, and thicken your description here and there with a 
quicksand. Brew your tempest well in your head before you 
set it a- blowing.” 

For a Battle .— Pick a large quantity of iihages and de- 
scriptions from Homer’s Iliad, with a spice or two of Virgil ; 
and if there remain any overplus, you may lay them by for a 
skirmish. Season it well with similes, and it will malce an 
excellent battle. ” 

For a Burning Town , — “ If such a description be neces- 
sary, because it is certain there is one in Virgil, Old Troy 
is ready burnt to your hands. But if you fear that would he 
thought borrowed, a chapter or two of the Theory of Conflag- 
ration,! well circumstanced, and done into verse, will be 
good succcedaneum.” 

As for similes and metaphors, “ they may be found all over 
the creation. The most ignorant may gather them, but the 
danger is in applying them. For this, advise with your book- 
seller.” 

FOB THE LANGUAGE 

(I mean the diction.) “ Here it will do well to be an imi- 
tator of Milton ; for you will find it easier to imitate him in 


^ FromLib. iii. Do Confiagratione Mundi, or Tclluris Theoriu 
Sacra, published in 4to, 1639. By Dr Thomas Burnet, ma&- 
ter of the Charter- House. 
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was applied to this dopnrtment of poetry ; and, in 
deed, if the question he considered on its own merits, 
we must be satisfied that narrative poetry, if strictly 
confined to the great occurrences of history, would 
be deprived of the individual interest which it is 
so well calculated to excite. 

Modern poets may therefore he pardoned in seeking 
simpler subjects of verse, more interesting in propor- 
tion to their simplicity. Two or three figures, well 
grouped, suit the artist better than a crowd, for wiiat- 
ever purpose assembled. For the same reason, a 
scene iiiimediately presented to the imagination, and 
directly brought home to the feelings, though involv- 
ing the fate of but one or two persons, is more fa- 
vourable for poeti'y than the political struggles and 
convulsions which influence the fate of Idngdoms. 
The former are within the reach and comi}rehen- 
sion of all, and, if depicted with vigour, seldom fail 
to fix attention : The other, if more sublime, are 
more vague and distant, less capable of being dis- 
tinctly understood, and infinitely less capable of ex- 
citing those sentiments which it is the veiy purpose 
of poetry to inspme. To generalize is always to 
destroy effect. We would, for example, be more 
interested in the fate of an individual soldier in com- 
bat, than in the grand event of a general action; 
with the happiness of two lovers raised from miseiy 
and anxiety to peace and union, than with the suc- 
cessful exertions of a whole nation. F rom what causes 
this may oi’iginate,is a separate and obviously an im- 
material consideration. Before ascribing this pecu- 
liai'ity to causes decidedly and odiously selfish, it is 
proper to recollect, that ■while iiieii see only a limited 
space, and while their afiections and conduct are re- 
gulated, not by aspiidng to an universal good, but 
by exerting their power of making themselves and 
others happy within the limited scale alloted to each 


tliis tlum any thing else. Hebraisins and Orecisras are to be 
found in him widiout the trouble of learning the languages. 
I knew a painter, who (like bur poet) had no genius, make 
his daiibings to be thought originals, by setting them in the 
smoke. You may, in the same manner, give the venerable 
air of antiquity to y our piece, by darkening up and down ike 
Old English. With this you maybe easily furnished upon 
any occasion, by the 0icticnt.ry commonly printed at the end 
of Chaucer.” 

“ I roust not conclude without cautioning all writei’S without 
genius in one material point, which is, never to be afraid of 
Iiaving too much fire in their works. I should advise rather 
to take their warmest thoughts, and spread them abroad 
upon paper j for they are observed to cool before they are 
read.”— PopK. The Guardian ^ Ko. 7B. 

1 '** In all this we cheerfully acquiesce, without abating any 
thing of our former hostility to the modern Ronamit slyU, 
which is founded on very diflerent principles. IS'otliing is, in 
our opinion, so dangerous to the very existence of poetry as 
the extreme laxity of rule and consequent flicility of compo- 
sition, which are its principal characteristics. Our very ad- 
Etissionin favour of that license of plot and conduct wbich is 
claimed by the Itornanee writers, ought to render u.s so much' 
the more guarded in extending the privilege to the minor 
poets of composition and versification. The removal of all 
technical bars and impediments sets wide open the gates of 


inilividual, so long will xndividnal bistory and indb 
vidual virtue be the readier and more accessible 
road to general interest and attention ; and, per- 
haps, we may add, that it is tlie more useful, as 
well as the more accessible, inabmiicn as it affords 
an example capable of being easily imitated. 

According to the author’s idea of Romanti c Poetry, 
as distinguishedfrom Epic, the former comprehends 
a fictitious narrative, framed and combined at the 
pleasure of the writer ; beginiiing and ending as he 
may judge best : which neither exacts nor refuses 
the use of supernatural machinery ; which is free 
from the technical rules of the Bpie, ; and is sub- 
ject only to those which good sense, good taste, and 
good morals, apply to every species of poetry -with- 
out exception. The date may be in a remote age, 
or in the present ; the story may detail the adven- 
tures of a prince or of a peasant. In a word, the 
author is absolute master of his country and its in- 
habitants, and every thing is permitted to him, ex- 
cepting to be heavy or prosaic, for wiiich, free and 
unembarrassed as lie is, he lias no manner of apo 
logy. Those, it is probable, will be found the pe- 
culiarities of this species of composition ; and before 
joining the outcry against the vitiated taste that 
fosters and encourages it, the justice and grounds 
of it ought to be made perfectly apparent. If the want 
of sieges, andbattles, and great military evolutions, in 
our poetry, is complained of, let us reflect, that the 
campaigns and heroes of our days are perpetuated in 
a record that neither requires nor admits of the aid of 
fiction ; and if the complaint refers to the inferiority 
of our bards, let us pay a just tribute to their modesty, 
limiting them, as it does, to subjects which, however 
indifferently treated have still the interest and charm 
of novelty, and which thus prevents them from, adding 
insipidity to their other more insuperable defects.^ 


Parnassus; and so much the better. We dislike mystery 
quite as much in matters of taste, as of polities and religion 
But let us not, in opening the door, pull down the wall, and 
level the very foundation of the ediiice.'’’’— GriifeaZ Eevmwi 
1813. 

“ In the same letter in which William Ersldne acknowledges 
the receipt of the first four pages of Rokeby, he adverts also 
to the Bridal of Triermain as being already in rapid progress. 
The fragments of this second poem, inserted in the Register of 
the preceding year, had attracted considerable notice ; the 
secret of their authorship had been well kept ; and by some 
means, even in the shrewdest circles of Edinburgh, the belief 
had become prevalent that they proceeded not from Scott but 
from Eiskine. Scott had no sooner completed his bargaia as 
to the copyright of the unwritten Rokeby, than he resolved to 
pause from time to time in its composition, and weave those 
fragments into a shorter and lighter romance, executed in m 
difierent metre, and to bo published auonyrxiQUsly in a small 
pocket volume, as nearly as possible on the same day with the 
avowed quarto, fie expected great amusement from the 
comparisons which the critics would no doubt indulge them- 
selves in drawing between himself and this humble candi- 
date ; and Erskine good-humouredly entered into the scheme, 
undertaldng to do uothiug which should effectually suppress 
the notion of his having set himself up as a modest rival to 
his friend.*’— lijitJO/iScoftjYol. iv. p. 12. 


Bttiral of 


INTRODUCTION. 

L 

Come, Lucy ! while ’tis morning hour, 

Tiie woodland hrook we needs must pass ; 
So, ere the sim assume his pow'er, 

We shelter in onr poplar bow'er. 

Where dew lies long upon the flower, 
Though vanish’d from the velvet grass. 
Curbing the stream, this stony ridge 
May serve ns for a silvan bridge ; 

For here compell’d to disunite, 

Round petty isles the runnels glide, 
And chafing off their puny spite, 

The shallow murmurers waste their might, 
Yielding to footstep free and light 
A di'y-shod pass from side to side. 

IL 

Nay, why this hesitating pause % 

And, Lucy, as thy step withdraws, 

Why sidelong eye the streamlet’s brim ? 

Titania’s foot without a slip, 

Like thine, though timid, light, and slim. 
From stone to stone might safely trip. 
Nor risk the glow-worm clasp to dip 
That binds her slipper’s silken rim. 

Or trust thy lover’s strength : nor fear 
That this same stalwart arm of mine, 
Which could yon oak’s prone trunk 
uprear. 

Shall shrink beneath the burden dear 
Of form so slender, light, and fine — 

So, — now, the danger dared at last, 

Look back, and smile at perils past 1 

III. 

And now we reach the favourite glade, 

Paled in by copsewood, cliff, and stone, 
Where never harsher sounds invade, 

To break affection’s whispering tone, 

Than the deep breeze that waves the shade, 
Than the small brooklet's feeble moan. 


Come 1 rest thee on thy wmnted seat , 

Moss’d is the stone, the turf is green, 

A place where lovers best may meet, 

Who would that not their love be seen. 

The boughs, that dim the summer sky, 

Shall hide us from each lurking spy, 

That fain would spread the invidious tale, 
How^ Lucy of the lofty eye,i 
Noble in birth, in fortunes high, 

She for whom lords and barons sigh, 

Meets her poor Arthur in the dale. 

MV. 

How deep that blush 1— how deep that sigh • 
And why does Lucy shun mine eye \ 

Is it because that crimson draws 
Its colour from some secret cause, 

Some hidden movement of the breast, 

She would not that her Arthur guess’d ? 

Or quicker far is lovers’ ken 
Than the dull glance of common men, 2 
And, by strange sympathy, can spell 
The thoughts the loved one will not tell ! 

And mine, in Lucy’s blush, saw met 
The hues of pleasui’e and regret ; 

Pride mingled in the sigh her voice, 

And shared with Love the crimson glow j 
Well pleased that thou art Ai'thur’s choice, 
Yet shamed thine own is placed so low : 
Thou turn’st thy self-confessing cheek. 

As if to meet the breeze’s cooling ; 

Then, Lucy, hear thy tutor speak, 

For Love, too, has his houi’s of schooling. 

V. . 

Too oft my anxious eye has spied 
That secret grief thou fain wouldst hide, 

The passing pang of humbled pride ; 

Too oft, when through the splendid liall. 

The load-star of each heart and eye, 

My fair one leads the glittering ball. 

Will her stoLn glance on Arthur fall. 

With such a blush and such a sigh ! 


^ MS.— “Hauglity e;ye.' 


** with wings as swift 

As meditation or the thoughts of love.’ 
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TIlou wouklst not yield, for wealth or rank, 
The heart thy worth and beauty won. 

Nor leave me* on this mossy bank, 

To meet a rival on a throne : 

Why, then, should vain repinings rise, 

That to thy lover fate denies 
A nohjer name, a wide domain, 

A Baron’s birth, a menial train. 

Since Heaven assign’d him, for his part, 

A lyre, a falehion, and a heart 1 

. VI. , 

My sword its master must he dumb ; 

But, when a soldier names my name, 
Approach, my Lucy I fearless come, 

Nor dread to hear of Arthur’s shame. 

My heart — ’mid all yon courtly crew, 

Of lordly rank and lofty line, 

Is thex’e to love and honour true. 

That boasts a pulse so warm as mine '?1 
They praised thy diamonds’ lustre rare — 
Match’d with thine eyes, I thought it faded ; 
They praised the pearls that bound thy hair — 
I only saw the locks they braided ; 

They talk’d of wealthy dower and land, 

And titles of high birth the token — 

I thought of Lucy’s heart and hand, 

Nor knew the sense of what was spoken. 

And yet, if rank’d in Fortune’s roll, 

I might have learn’d their choice unwise. 
Who rate the dower above the soul, 

And Lucy’s diamonds o’er her eyes. 2 

VII. 

My lyre — it is an idle toy, 

That borrows accents not its own, 

Like warbler of Colombian sky. 

That sings but in a mimic tone. 3 
Ne’er did it sound o’er sainted well. 

Nor boasts it aught of Border spell ; 


X MS.—** That boasts so warm a heart as mme.!3 

2 MS.—** And Lucy’s gems before her eyes.” 

3 The Mocking Bird. 

4 MS.— “ Perchance, because it sung their praise.” 

3 See Appendix, Note A. 

3 ** The Introduction, though hy no means destitute of 
beauties, is decidedly inferior to the Poem: its plan or con- 
ception, is neither very ingenious nor very striking. The best 
passages are those in which the author adheres most strictly 
to his original : in those which are composed without having 
his eyes fixed on his model, there is a sort of affectation and 
straining at humour that will probably excite some feeling 
of disappointment, either because the effort is not altogether 
succes^ul, or because it does not perfectly harmonize with 
she tone and colouring of the whole piece. 

The * BridaP itself is purely a tale of chivalry ; a tale of 
* Britain’s isle, and Arthur’s clays, when midnight fairies 
daunced the maze.’ 1 he autlior never gives us a glance of 
ordinary life, or of ordinary personages. Prom the splendid 
court of Arthur, we are conveyed to the lialls of enchant- 
ment, and, of course, are introduced to a system of maimers, 
perfectly decided and appropriate., but altogether remote 


its strings no feudal slogan { our. 

It heroes draw no broad claymore j 
No shouting clans applauses raise. 

Because it sung their father’s praise 
On Scottish moor, or English down, 

It ne’er was graced by fair renown ; 

Nor won,— best meed to minstrel true,— 

One favouring smile fx’om fair Buccleuch ! 

By one poor streamlet sounds its tone, 

And heard by one dear maid alone. 

VIII. 

But, if thou bid’st, these tones shall tell 
Of errant knight, and damozelle ; 

Of the dimd knot a Wizard tied, 

In punishment of maiden’s pride, 

In notes of maxwel and of fear, 

That best may dxann romantic ear. 

For Lucy loves, — ^like Collins, ill-starred nafne , 
Whose lay’s requital, was that tardy fame, 

Who bound no laurel x’oimd his living head, 

Should hang it o’er his monument when dead,— ■ 
For Lucy loves to tread euchanted strand, 

And thread, like him, the maze of fairy land ; 

Of golden battlements to view the gleam, 

And slumber soft by some Elysian stream ; 

Such lays she loves, — and, such my Lucy’s clioice, 
What other song can claim her Poet’s voice 




CANTO FIRST. 


I. 

Where is the Maiden of mortal strain, 

That may match with the Baron of Trierman I 


from those of this vulgar world.’"— Quarterly lievkWt Juli/, 
1813. 


** The poem now before us consists properly of two distinct 
subjects, interwoven together something in the manner of the 
Last Minstrel and his Lay, in the first and most enchanting 
of Walter Scott’s romances. The first is the history freal or 
imaginary, we persume not to guess which) of the antlior'a 
passion, courtship, and marriage, with a young lady, his supe- 
rior in rank and circumstances, to whom he relates at inter- 
vals the story which may be considered as the principal de- 
sign of the work, to which it gives its title. This is a mode of 
introducing romantic and fabulous narratives which we very 
much approve, though there may be reason to fear that too 
frequent repetition may wear out its effect. It attaches a 
degree of dramatic interest to the work, and at the same time 
softens the absurdity of a Gothic legend, by throwing it to a 
greater distance from the relation and auditor, by represent- 
ing it, not as a train of facts which actually took place, but as a 
mere fable, either adopted by the credulity of former times, 
or invented for the purposes of amusement, and the exercise 
of the imagination.”— 1813. 

7 See Appendix, Note. B 
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Mie nnist he lotely, and constant, and kind, 
Holy and pure, and humble of mind. 

Blithe of cheer, and gentle of moodj 
Courteous, and generous, and noble of blood — 
Lovely as the sun’s first ray, 

When it breaks the clouds of an April day j 
Constant and true as the widow’d dove, 

Kind as a minstrel that sings of love ; 

Pure as the fountain in rocky cave, 

Where never sunbeam Mss’d the wave ; 

Humble as maiden that loves in vain, 

Holy as hermit’s vesper strain ; 

Centle as breeze that but whispers and dies, 

Yet blithe as the light leaves that dance in its 
sighs ; 

Courteous as monarch the morn he is crown’d, 
Generous as spring-dews that bless the glad 
ground ; 

Noble her blood as the currents that met 
In the vaina of the noblest Plantagenet — 

Such must her form be, her mood, and her 
strain, 

That shall match with Sir Roland of Triermain. 
.'ii. ' 

Sir Roland de Vaux he hath laid him to sleep. 
His blood it was fever’d, his breathing was 
deep. 

He had been pricking against the Scot, 

The foray was long, and the skirmish hot ; 

His dinted helm and his buckler’s plight 
Bore token of a stubborn fight. 

All in the castle must hold them still, 
Harpers must lull Mm to his rest, 

With the slow soft tunes he loves the best, 

Till sleep sink down iipon his breast, 

Like the dew on a summer hill. 

III. 

It was the dawn of an autumn day ; 

The sun was struggling with frost-fog gi’ey, 

Tliat like a silvery crape was spread 
Bound Skiddaw’s dim and distant head, 

And faintly gleam’d each painted pane 
Of the lordly halls of IViermain, 

When that Bai’on bold awoke. 

Starting he woke, and loudly did call, 

Rousing his menials in bower and hall. 

While hastily he spoke. 

IV. 

Hearken, my minstrels ! Which of ye all 
Touch’d his harp with that dying fall. 

So sweet, so soft, so faint, 

It seem’d an angel s whisper'd call 
To an expiring saint % 


And hearken, my merry-men ! 'What tunc or 
where 

Did she pass, that maid with her he:iveiil\ 
. brow, , ' 

With her look so sweet and her eyes so fair. 
And her graceful step and her angel air, 

And the eagle plume in her dark-brow n hair, 
That pass’d from my bovver e’en now T’ 

V. 

Answer’d him Richard de Bretville ; he 
Was chief of the Baron’s minstrelsy j — 

“ Silent, noble chieftain, we 

Have sat since midnight close. 

When such lulling sounds as the brooklet 
sings, 

Murmur’d from oiir melting strings, 

And hush’d you to repose. 

Had a harp-note sounded hei'e, 

It had caught my watchful ear, 

Although it fell as faint and shy 
As bashful maiden’s half-form’d sigh, 

When she thinks her lover near.”-— 
Answer’d Philip of Fasthwaite tall, 

He kept guard in the outer-hall,— 

Since at eve our watch took post. 

Not a foot has thy portal cross’d ; 

Else had I heard the steps, though low 
And light they fell, as when earth receives. 

In morn of frost, the wither’d leaves. 

That drop when no winds blow.” — 

'■VI.'':' 

“ Then come thou hither, Henry, my page, 
Whom I saved from the sack of Hez^mitage, 
When that dark castle, tower, and spire, 

Rose to the skies a pile of fii’e, 

And redden’d all the Nine' sfcaiie Hill, 

And the shrieks of death, that wildly broke 
Through devouring flame and smothei-ing smoke, 
Made the warrior's heart-blood chill. 

The trustiest thou of all my train, 

My fleetest courser thou must rein. 

And ride to Lyuiph’s tourer. 

And from the Baron of Trierniain 
Greet well that sage of power. 

He is sprung from Druid sires, 

And British bards that tuned their lyres 
To Arthur’s and Pendragou’s praise* 

And his who sleeps at Dunmaiiraise. i 
Gifted like his gifted race, 

He the characters can trace. 

Graven deep in elder time 
Upon Hellvellyn s cliffs sublime ; 

Sign and sigil well doth he know. 

And can bode of weal and woe. 


^ Dmiiinaaraise is one of tho grand passes from Cmn'berland 
foito Westmoreland. It takes its name from a cairn, or pile 


of stones, erected, it is said, to the memory of DimniaiJ, ths 
last King of Cumberland, 
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Of kingdoms^ fall, and fate of wars. 

From mystic dreams and course of stars. 

He shall tell if middle earth 
To that enclianting shape gave birth, 

Or if ’twas but an airy thing, 

Such as fantastic slumbers bring, 

Framed from the rainbow’s varying dyes, 

Or fading tints of western skies. l 
For, by the Blessed Rood I swear, 

If that fair form breathe vital air, 

No other maiden by my side 
Shall ever rest De Vaux’s bride I’’ 2 

VIL 

The faithful Page he mounts his steed, 

And soon he cross’d green Irthing’s mead. 
Dash’d o’er Kirkoswald’s verdant plain, 

And Eden barr’d his course in vain. 

He pass’d red Penrith’s Table Round, 3 
For feats of chivalry renown’d, 

Left Mayhurgh’s mound4 and stones of power, 
By Druids raised in magic hour, 

And traced the Eamont’s winding way, 

Till Uifos lake 5 beneath him lay. 

vin. 

Onward he rode, the pathway still 
Winding betwixt the lake and hill ; 

Till, on the fragment of a rock. 

Struck from its base by lightning shock, 

He saw the hoary Sage : 

The silver moss and lichen twined, 

With fern and deer-hair check’d and lined, 

A 4 Jushion fit for age ; 

And o’er him shook the aspin-tree, 

A restless rustling canopy. 

Then sprung young Henry from his selle, 

And greeted Lyulph gi’ave, 

And then Ms master’s tale did tell, 

And then for counsel crave. 

The Man of Years mused long and deep, 

Of time’s lost treasures taking keep, 

And then, as rousing from a sleep. 

His solemn answer gave. 

IX.. 

" That maid is born of middle earth, 

And may of man be won, 

Though there have glided since her bii*th 
Five hundred years and one. 

But where’s the Knight in all the north, 

That dare the adventure follow forth. 


1 “ Just like Aurora, when she ties 

A raiubow round the morning skies.'’''— M oore. 

2 “ This powerful Baron required in the fair one whom he 
should iionour with liis hand, an assemblage of qualities, tliat 
appears to us rather unreasonable even in those high days, 
profuse as they are known to have been of perfections now 
unattainable. His resolution, however, was not more inflexi- 
ble than that of any mere modern youth ; for he deesees that 


So perilous to knightly worth, 

In the valley of St. John 1 
Listen, youth, to what I tell, 

And bindi it on thy memory well ; 

Nor muse that I commence the rhyme 
Far distant *mid the wTecks of time. 

The mystic tale, by bard and sage, 

Is handed down from Merlin’s age. 

X. , 

King Arthur has I’idden from merry Carlisle 
When Pentecost was o’er : 

He journey’d like errant-knight the while, 

And sw'eetly the summer sun did smile 
On mountain, moss, and moor. 

Above his solitary track 
Rose Glaramara’s ridgy back, 

Amid whose yawning gulfs the sun 
Cast umheir’d radiance red and dun. 

Though never sunbeam could discern 
The surface of that sable tarn,® 

In whose black mirror you may spy 
The stars, while noontide lights the sky. 

The gallant King he skirted still 
The margin of that mighty hill ; 

Rock upon rocks incumbent hung, 

And torrents, dowm the gullies flung, 

Join’d the rude river that brawl’d on, 

Recoiling now from crag and stone, 

Now diving deep from human ken. 

And raving dowm its darksome glen. 

The Monarch judged this desert wild, 

With such romantic ruin piled. 

Was theatre by Nature’s hand 
For feat of high achievement plann’d. 

XI. 

“ O rather he chose, that Monai*ch hold, 

On vent’rous quest to ride, 

In plate and mail, by wood and wold, 

Than, with ermine trapp’d and cloth of gold, 

In princely bower to bide ; 

The bursting crash of a foeman’s spear 
As it shiver’d against his mail, 

Was merrier music to Ms ear 
Than courtier’s whisper’d tale : 

And the clash of Caliburn more dear, 

When on the hostile casque it rmig. 

Than all the lays 
To their monarch’s praise 
That the harpers of Reged sung. 


his nightly visitant, of whom at this time he could know no- 
thing, but that she looked and sung like an angel, if of mortal 
mould, shall be his hridey— Quarterly Review. 

® See Appendix, Note C. ^ See Appendix, Note D. 

* TJlswater. 

® The small lake called Seales- tarn lies so deeply embosomed 
in the recesses of the huge mountain called Saddleback, more 
poetically Glaramara, is of such gneat depth, and so com- 
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Pie loved better to rest by wood or river. 

Than in bower of his bride, Dame Gruenever, 
For he left that lady, so lovely of cheer. 

To follow adventures of dano^er and fear ; 

And the frank-hearted Monarch full little did 
wot, 

That she smiled, in his absence, on brave 
Lancelot. 

XII. 

" He rode, till over down and dell 
The shade more broad and deeper fell ; 

And though around the mountain’s head 
Flow’d streams of purple, and gold, and red, 
Dark at the base, unblest by beam. 

Frown’d the black rocks, and roar’d the stream. 
With toil the King his way pursued 
By lonely Tlirelkeld’s waste and wood, 

TiE on his course obliquely slione 
The narrow' valley of Saint John, 

Down sloping to the w’estern sky. 

Where lingering sunbeams love to lie. 

Bight glad to feel those beams again. 

The King drew up his charger’s rein ; 

With gauntlet raised he screen’d liis sight, 

As dazzled with the level light, 

And, from beneath his glove of mail, 

Scann’d at his ease the lovely vale, 

While ’gainst the sun his armour bright 
Gleam’d ruddy like the beacon’s light. 

XIII. 

Paled in by many a lofty Iiill, 

The narrow' dale lay smooth and still, 

And, down its verdant bosom led, 

A winding brooklet found its bed. 

But, midmost of the vale, a mound 
Arose w'ith airy turrets crown’d, 

Buttress, and rampii'e’s circling bound. 

And mighty keep and tow'er ; 

Seem’d some primeval giant’s hand 
The castle s massive walls had planii’d, 

A ponderous buhvark to W'ithstand 
Ambitious Nimrod’s power. 

Above the moated entrance slung, 

The balanced di’awbridge trembling hung, 

As jealous of a foe ; 

Wicket of oak, as iron hard, 

With iron studded, clench’d, and barr’d. 

And prong’d portcullis, join’d to guard 
The gloomy pass below*. 

But the grey walls no banners crow'u’d, 

Upon the watch-tower’s airy round 
No warder stood his horn to sound, 

No guard beside the bridge w'as found, 

And, where the Gothic gateway frown’d, 

Glanced neither bill nor bow. 


pletel:^ hidden from the stm, that it is said its beams ■‘never 
reach it, and that the reflection of the stars may be seen at 
mid-day. 


" XI?. 

Beneath the castle’s gloomy pride. 

In ample round did Arthur ride 
Three times ; nor living thing he spied, 

Nor heard a living sound, 

Save that, awakening from her dream, 

The owlet now began to scream, 

In concert with the rushing stream, 

That wash’d the battled mound. 

He lighted from his goodly steed, 

And he left him to graze on bank and mead j 
And slowly he climb’d the narrow way. 

That reach’d the entrance grim and grey, 

And he stood the outward arch below. 

And his bugle-horn prepared to blow, 

In summons blithe and bold, 

Deeming to rouse from iron sleep 
The guardian of this dismal Keep, 

Which well he guess’d the hold 
Of wizard stern, or goblin grim, 

Or pagan of gigantic limb, 

The tyrant of the wold. 

X?. 

The ivory bugle’s golden tip 
Twice touch’d the Monarch’s manly lip, 

And twice Ms hand withdrew. 

—Think not but Arthim s heart w’as good t 
His shield was cross’d by the blessed rood, 
Had a pagan host before him stood, 

He had charged them through and through, 
Yet the silence of that ancient place 
Sunk on his heart, and he paused a space 
Ere yet his horn he blew. 

But, instant as its ’lamm rung, 

The castle gate w'as open flung, 

Portcullis rose with crashing groan 
Full harshly up its groove of stone ; 

The balance-beams obey’d the blast. 

And down the trembling drawbridge cast ; 

The vaulted arch before him lay, 

With nought to bar the gloomy way. 

And onward Arthur paced, with hand 
On Caiiburn's ^ resistless brand. 

XYI. 

“ A hundred torches, flashing bright. 

Dispell’d at once the gloomy night 
That lour’d along the walls, 

And show’d the King’s astonish’d sight 
The inmates of the halls. 

Nor wizard stern, nor goblin grim, 

Nor giant huge of form and limb. 

Nor heathen knight, was there ; 

But the cressets, which odours flung aloft, 
Sliow’d by their yellow light and soft, 

A band of damsels fair. 


1 This WJ18 the name of Kingr Arthur'’s well-Iino\v« s^vord, 
sometimes also called JExcalibar. 
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Onward they came, like summer wave 
That dances to the shore ; 

Ah hundred voices welcome gave, 

And welcome o'er and o'er I 
An hundred lovely hands assail 
The buclders of the monarch’s mail 
And busy labour’d to unhasp 
Rivet of steel and iron clasp. 

One wrapp’d him in a mantle fair, 

And one flung odours on his hair ; 

His short curl’d ringlets one smooth’d down, 
One wreathed them with a myrtle crown. 

A bride upon her wedding-day, 

Was tended ne’er by troop so gay. 

XVIL 

Loud laugh’d they all, — the King, in vain, 
With questions task’d the giddy train ,* 

Let him entreat, or crave, or call, 

’Twas one reply,—- loud laugh’d they all. 

Then o’er him mimic chains they fling, 
Framed of the fairest flowers of spring. 
While some their gentle force unite, 

Onward to drag the wondering knight. 

Some, bolder, urge his pace with blows, 
Dealt ’with the lily or the rose. 

Behind him were in triumph borne 
The warlike arms he late had worn. 

Four of the train combined to rear 
The teiTors of Tintadgel’s spear ;l 
Two, laughing at their lack of strength, 
Dragg’d Caliburn in cumbrous length ; 

One, 'while she aped a martial stride, 

Placed on her brows the helmet’s pride ; 
Then scream’d, 'twixt laughter and surprise, 
To feel its depth o’erwhelm her eyes. 

With revel-shout, and triumph-song. 

Thus gaily march’d the giddy throng. 

xvm. 

" Through many a gallery and hall 
They led, I ween, their royal thrall ; 

At length, heneath a fair arcade 
Their max’ch and song at once they staid. 
The eldest maiden of the band, 

(The lovely maid was scarce eighteen,) 
Raised, ’<\dth imposing air, her hand, 

And reverent silence did command, 

On entrance of their Queen, 

And they 'H^ere mute.— But as a glance 
They steal on Arthur’s countenance 


1 lintadgel Castle, in Conmail, is reported have been 
the birth- place of King Arthur. 

2 “ In. the description of the Q,ueen''s entrance, as well as 
iu the contrasted eniimeration of the levities of her attend- 
ants, the author, we think, has had in his recollection Gray^ 
celebrated description of the power of harmony to produce all 
the graces of motion in the body.’'’— QuarUrly Review. 


Bewilder’d with surpinse, 

Their smother’d mirth again ’gaii speak, 

In archly dimpled chin and cheek, 

And laughter-lighted eyes. 

XIX. 

" The attributes of those high days 
Now only live in minstrel-lays ; 

For Nature, now exhausted, still 
Was then profuse of good and ill. 

Strength was gigantic, valour high. 

And wisdom soar’d beyond the sky, 

And beauty had such matchless beam 
As lights not now a lover’s dream. 

Yet e’en in that romantic age, 

Ne’er were such charms by mortal seen. 
As Arthur’s dazzled eyes engage, 

When forth on that enchanted stage, 

With glittering train of maid and page, 
Advanced the castle’s Queen ! 

While up the hall she slowly pass’d, 

Her dark eye on the King she cast. 

That fla.sh’d expression strong 
The longer dwelt that lingering look, 

Her cheek the livelier colour toolc, 

And scarce the shame-faced King could brook 
The gaze that lasted long. 

A sage, who had that look espied, 

Whei-e kindling passion sti’ove with pride. 
Had 'wdiisper’d, ^ Prince, beware I 
From the chafed tiger rend the prey. 

Rush on the lion when at bay. 

Bar the fell dragon’s blighted wa}^. 

But shun that lovely snare 1’ — 3 

■ ' XX. 

" At once that inward strife suppress’d 
The dame approach’d her '\varlike guest, 

With greeting in that fair degree. 

Where female pride and courtesy 
Are blended with such passing art 
As awes at once and charms the heart. ‘I 
A courtly w'eleome first she gave, 

Then of his goodness ’gan to crave 
Construction fair and true 
Of her light maidens’ idle mirth, 

Who drew from lonely glens their birth, 

Nor knew to pay to sti’anger worth 
And dignity their due ; 

And then she pray’d that he would rest 
That night her castle’s honour’d guest. 


s “ Arouse the tiger of Hyrcanian deserts. 

Strive with the half-starved lion for his prey ; 

Lesser the risk, than rouse the slumbering tire 
Of wild Fanaticism.'*''—— 

Waverlcy Novels, Ivaiihoe. 
4 “ Still sways their souls with that commanding art 
That dazzles, leads, yet chills the vulgar heart. 

Byron’s iOU 



SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


The Monarch meetly thanks express’d ; 
The banquet rose at her behest, 

With lay and tale, and langh and jest, 
Apace the evening flew. 1 

XXI. 

" The Lady sate the Monarch by, 

Now in her tnru abash’d and shy, 

And with indifference seem’d to hear 
The toys he whispered in her ear. 

Her bearing modest was and fair, 

Yet shadows of constraint were there, 

That show’d an over-cautious care 
Some inward thought to hide ; 

Oft did she pause in full reply. 

And oft east down her large dark eye, 

Oft check’d the soft voluptuous sigh, 

That heaved her bosom’s pidde. 

Slight symptoms these, hut shepherds know 
How hot the mid-day sun shall glow, 

From the mist of morning sky ; 

And so the wily Monarch guess’d, 

That this assumed restraint express’d 
More ardent passions in the breast. 

Than ventured to the eye. 

Closer he press’d, while beakers rang. 

While maidens laugh’d and minstrels sang, 
Still closer to her ear — ^ 

But why pursue the common tale 1 
Or wherefore show how knights prevail 
Wlien ladies dare to hear ? 

Or wherefore trace, from what slight cause 
Its source one tyrant passion drawls, 

Till, mastering all within, 2 
Where lives the man that has not tried, 
How mirth can into folly glide, 

And folly into sin I” 


The Saxon stern, the pagan Dane, 
Maraud on Britain’s shores again. 
Arthur, of Christendom the flower. 

Lies loitering in a lady's bower ; 

The horn, that foemen wont to fear, 
Sounds but to w'ake the Cumbrian deer, 
And Caliburn, the British pride. 

Hangs useless by a lover’s side. 


Another day, another day, 

And yet another, glides away ! 

Heroic plans in pleasure drown’d, 

He thinks not of the Table Round ; 

In lawless love dissolved his life, 

He thinks not of his beauteous 3 wife : 
Better he loves to snatch a flower 
From bosom of his paramour, 

Than from a Saxon knight^ to wrest 
The honours of his heathen crest ! 

Better to wreathe, ’mid tresses hrowTi, 
The heron’s plume her hawk stinck down, 
Than o’er the altar give to flow 
The banners of a Paynim foe.3 

Thus, week by week, and day by day, 

His life inglorious glides away : 

But she, that soothes his dream, with fear 
Beholds his hour of waking near !b‘ 


" Much force have mortal charms to stay 
Our peace in Virtue’s toilsome way ; 

But Guendolen’s might far outshine 
Each maid of mei’ely mortal line. 

Her mother was of human birth, 

Her sire a Genie of the earth, 

In days of old deem’d to preside 
O’er lovers’ wiles and beauty’s pride, 

By youths and virgins worshipp’d long, 
With festive dance and choral song, 

Till, when the cross to Britain came, 

On heathen altars died the flame. 

Now, deep in Wastdale solitude, 

The downfall of his rights he rued, 

And, born of his resentment heir, 

He train’d to guile that lady fair. 

To sink in slothful sin and shame 
The champions of the Christian name. 
Well skill’d to keep vain thoughts alive, 
And all to promise, nought to give, — 

The timid youth had hope in store, 

The bold and pressing gain’d no more. 




CANTO SECOND. 


foiitmueb, 

« Another day, another day. 

And yet another glides away I 


s MS.— “ liOvely 

4 MS.— “ Piiyiiim knight.' 

5 MS. — “ VanquishM foe.' 

6 The MS. has this and the 
polated. 
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As wilder’d children leave their home, 
After the rainbow’s arch to ro^, 

Her lovers barter’d fair esteem, 

Faith, fame, and honour, for a dream. * 

IV. 

^ Her -sire’s soft arts the soul to tamc^ 

She practised thus — ^till Arthur came ; 
Then, frail humanity had part. 

And all the mother claim’d her heart. 
Forgot each rule her father gave, 

Sunk from a princess to a slave. 

Too late must Giiendolen deplore, 

He, that has can hope no more 1 
Now must she sefe^ her lover strain, 

At every turn her feeble chain ;5 
Watch, to new-hind each knot, and shrink 
To view each fast-decaying link. 

Art she invokes to Nature’s aid, 

Her vest to zone, her locks to braid ; 

Each varied pleasure heard her call, 

The feast, the tourney, and the ball : 

Her storied lore she next applies, 

Taxing her mind to aid her eyes ; 

Now more than mortal wise, and then 
In female softness sunk again ; 

Now, raptured, with each wish complying. 
With feign’d reluctance now denying ; 
Each charm she varied, to retain 
A varying hearts — and all in vain ! 

V. 

Thus in the garden’s narrow bound, 
Flank’d by some castle’s Gothic round, 
Fain would the artist’s skill provide. 

The limits of his realms to hide. 

The walks in labyrinths he twines, 

Shade after shade with skill combines, 
With many a varied flowery knot, 

And copse, and arbour, decks the spot, 
Tempting the hasty foot to stay. 

And linger on the lovely way 

Vain art 1 vain hope I ’tis fruitless all ! 

At length we reach the bounding wall, 
And, sick of flower and trim-dress’d tree, 
Long for rough glades and forest free. 


i MS.—“ So the poor dupes exchanged esteem, 

Fame, faith, and honour, for a dream. 

® MS.”-" Such arts as best her sire became.'” 

3 MS.— “ That who gives all,’’* &c. 

* JtlS. — “ N ow must she watch ,'' ’ &c. 

® M S. ' — : — - — * * her imstm g chain.” 

® “ xlLs some fair female, imadom'’d and phiin. 

Secure to please while youth confirms her reign, 
Slights every borrowM charm that dress supplies, 

Nor shares witli art the triumph of her eyes ; 

But when those charms are past, for eharins are frail, 
■\\'hen time advances, and when lovers tail, 


VI. 

Three summer months had scantly flown 
When Arthur, in embarrass’d tone. 

Spoke of his liegemen and his throne ; 
Said, all too long had been his stay. 

And duties, which a Monarch sway, 
Duties, unknown to humbler men, 

Must tear her knight from Guendolen. — 
She listen’d silently the while. 

Her mood express’d in bitter smile ;7 
Beneath her eye must Arthur quail, 

And oft resume the unfinish’d tale, 8 
Confessing, by his downcast eye, 

The wrong he sought to justify. 

He ceased. A moment mute she gazed, 
And then her looks to heaven she raised 
One palm her temples veiled, to Iiidei^ 

I The tear that sprung in spite of pride ! 

The other for an instant press’d 
The foldings of her silken vest ! 

VII. 

“ At her reproachful sign and look, 

The hint the Monarch’s conscience took, 
Eager he spoke — ^ No, lady, no I 
Deem not of British Arthur so, 

Nor think he can deserter prove 
To the dear pledge of mutual love. 

I swear by sceptre and by sword, 

As belted knight and Britain’s lord, 

That if a boy shall claim my care, 

That boy is born a kingdom’s heir ; 

But, if a maiden Fate allows, 

To choose that maid a fitting spouse, 

A summer-day in lists shall strive 
My knights,-— the bravest knights al:ve,— - 
And he, the best and bravest tried, 

Shall Arthur’s daughter claim for bride.’— 
He spoke, with voice resolved and high — 
The lady deign’d him not reply. 

VIII. 

" At dawn of morn, ere on the bi’ake 
His matins did a warbler make,li 
Or stirr’d his wing to brush away 
A single dew^-drop from the spray. 


She then shines forth, solicitous to bless, 

In all the glaring impotence of dress.” 

Goldsmith. 

7 MS.— ‘ ‘ Wreathed were her lips in bitter smile.” 

8 MS. ‘ ‘ his broken tale, 

With downcast eye and flushing cheeks, 

As one who ’’gainst his conscience speaks.*” 

9 MS.— “ One hand her temples pressed to hide.” 

10 “ The scene in which Arthur, sated with his lawless love, 
and awake at last to a sense of his duties, announces liisbu- 
mediate departure, is managed, we think, witli ujicun.uiuii 

: skill and delicacy.” — Quarterlg Review* 

I 11 MS.— “ A single warbler was awake.” 
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Ere yet a sunbeam, tliroiigli the mist, 

The castle-battlements had hissM, 

The gates revolve, the drawbridge falls. 

And Arthur sallies from the walls. 

Doff’d liis soft garb of Persia’s loom. 

And steel from spur to helmet-plume, 

His Lybian steed full proudly trode. 

And joyful neigh’d beneath his load. 

The Monarch gave a passing sigh 
To penitence 1 and pleasures by, 

When, lo ! to his astonish’d ken 
Appear’d the form of Guendolen. 

IX. 

“ Beyond the outmost wall she stood, 
Attired like huntress of the wood : 

Sandall’d her feet, her ankles bare, 2 
And eagle-plumage deck’d her hair ; 

Pirm wus her look, her bearing bold, 

And in her hand a cup of gold. 

‘ Thou goest !’ she said, ^ and ne’er again 
Must we two meet, in joy or pain. 

Full fain would I this hour delay, 

Though weak the wish — yet, wilt thou stay I 
— No 1 thou look’st forward. Still attend, — 
Part we like lover and like friend,’ 

She raised the cup — ‘ Not this the juice 
The sluggish vines of earth produce ; 

Pledge we, at parting, in the draught 
Which Genii love !’ — she said, and quaff'd ; 
And strange unwonted lustres fly 
From her flush’d cheek and spariding eye. 

. ■ X. 

“ The courteous Monarch bent him low, 
And, stooping down from saddlebow, 

Lifted the cup, in act to drink. 

A drop escaped the goblet’s brink — 

Intense as liquid fire from hell, 

Upon the charger’s neck it fell. 

Screaming with agony and fright, 

He bolted twenty feet upright^ 

— The peasant still can show the dint, 

Where his hoofs lighted on the flint. — 

From Arthur’s hand tlie goblet flew, 
Scattering a shower of fiery dew, 3 
That burn’d and blighted where it. fell H 
The frantic steed rush’d up the deU,^ 


i MS.— “ To deep remorse.” j 

* MS.— Her arms and buskin’d feet were bare.'''’ i 

BMS. i 

t blazing > I 

^ The author has an indistinct recollection of an adventure, 
fioinewhat similar to that which is here ascribed to King 
Arthur, having befallen one of the ancient Kings of Den- 
mark. The horn in which the burning liquor was presented 
to that Monarch, is said still to be preserved in the Royal 
Museum at Copenhagen. 

s MS.— Curb, bit, and bridle he dhidain’d, 

Dntil a mountain crest he gain''d, 


As whistles from the bow the reed ; 

Nor bit nor rein could cheek his speed, 

Until he gain’d the hill ; 

Then breath and sinew fail’d apace, 

And, reeling from the desperate race, 

He stood, exliausted, still. 

The Monarch, breathless and amazed, 

Back on the fatal castle gazed 

Nor tower nor donjon could he spy, 
Darkening against the morning sky 
But, on the spot where once they frown'd. 
The lonely streamlet brawl’d around 
A tufted knoll, where dimly shone 
Fragments of rock and rifted stone. 7 
IMusing on this strange hap the while. 

The king wends back to fair Carlisle ; 

And cares, that cumber royal sway, 

Wore memory of the past aw^ay. 

XL' 

“ Full fifteen years, and more, w'ere sped, 
Each brought new wreaths to Arthur’s head. 
Twelve bloody fields, with glory fought, 

The Saxons to subjection brought 
Rytlion, the mighty giant, slain 
By his good brand, relieved Bretagne : 

The Pictish Gillamore in fight, 

And Roman Lucius, own’d his might ; 

And wide were through the world renowiiM'^ 
The glories of his Table Round. 

Each knight who sought adventurous fiune, 
To the bold court of Britain came, 

And all wdio suffer’d causeless wrong, 

From tyrant proud, or faitour strong, 

Sought Arthur’s presence to complain, 

Nor there for aid implored in vain.lt> 

XII. 

For this the King, with pomp and pride, 
Held solemn court at Whitsuntide, 

And summon’d Prince and Peer, 

All who owed homage for their land, 

Or w'ho craved knighthood from his hand, 

Or who had succour to demand, 

To come from far and near. 

At such high tide, wei’e glee and game 
Mingled with feats of martial fame. 

For many a stranger champion came, 


Then stopp’d exhausted j— all amazed, 

The rider down the valley gazed, 

But tower nor donjon,” &c. 

® See Appendix, Note E. 

7 MS.— “ But on the spot where once they frcwr:\'l, 

The stream begirt a silvan mound, 

With rocks in shatter’d fragments crownM.*'* 

® Arthur is said to have defeated the Saxons in tw'olvo 
pitched battles, and to liave achieved the other feats alluded 
to in the te.xt. 

8 MS. — “ And wide was blazed the world around.*” 

MS. — “ Sought before Arthur to complain, 

Kor there for succour sued in vain.*''’ 
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111 lists to break a spear ; 

And not a knight of Arthur^s host, 

Save that he trode some foreign coast, 

But at this feast of Pentecost 
Before him must appeal’. 

Ah, Minstrels ! when the Table Round 
Arose, with all its warriors crown’d, 
There was a theme for bards to sound 
In triumph to their string ! 

Five hundred years are past and gone, 
But time shall draw his dying groan, 

Ere he behold the British throne 
Begirt with such a ring I 

xiiL : 

The heralds named the appointed spot. 
As Caerleoii or Camelot, 

Or Carlisle fair and free. 

At Penrith, now, the feast was set, 

And in fair Eamont’s vale were met 
The flower of Chivalry. ^ 

There Galaad sate with manly grace, 

Yet maiden meekness in his face ; 

There Moroit of the iron mace, 3 
And love-lorn Tristrem there : 

And Dinadam with lively glance, 

And Lanval with the fairy lance, 

And Mordred with his look askance, 
Brimor and Bevidere. 

Why should I tell of numbers more ? 

Sir Cay, Sir Banier, and Sir Bore, 

Sir Carodac the keen, 

The gentle Gawain’s courteous lore, 
Hector de Mares and Peliinore, . 

And Lancelot, 3 that ever more 

Look’d stoi’n-wise on the Queen. 4f 

XIV. 

** When wine and mirth did most abound, 
And harpers play’d their biythest round, 
A shrilly trumpet shook the ground, 

And marshals clear'd the ring ; 

A maiden, on a palfrey white, 

Heading a band of damsels bright, 

Paced through the circle, to alight 
And kneel before the King. 


Arthur, with strong emotion, saw 
Her graceful boldness check’d by awe. 
Her dress, like huntress of the wold, 

Her bow and baldric trapp’d with gold. 
Her sandaird feet, her ankles bare, 5 
And the eagle-plume that deck’d her hair. 

Graceful her veil she backward flung 

The King, as from his seat he sprung, 
Almost cried, ‘ Guendolen 1’ 

But ’twas a face more frank and wild, 
Betwixt the woman and the child. 

Where less of magic beauty smiled 
Than of the race of men ; 

And in the forehead’s haughty grace, 

The lines of Britain’s royal race, 
Pendragon’s vou might ken. 


« Faltering, yet gracefully, slie said — 

« Great Prince ! behold an orphan maid, 

In her departed mother’s name, 

A father’s vow’d protection claim ! 

The vow Avas sw’orn in desert lone. 

In the deep valley of St. John.’ 

At once the King the suppliant raised, 

And kiss’d her brow, her beauty praised ; 

His vow, he said, should well be kept, 

Ere in the sea the sun was dipp’d, — 7 
Then, conscious, glanced upon his queen ; 

But she, unrufiled at the scene 
Of human frailty, construed mild, 

Look’d upon Lancelot and smiled. 

XVI. 

Up ! up ! each knight of gallant crest 
Take buckler, spear, and brand I 
He that to-day shall bear him best, 

Shall win my Gyneth’s hand. 

And Arthur’s daughter, when a bride. 

Shall bring a noble dower ; 

Both fair Strath-Clyde and Eeged wide, 

And Carlisle town and tower.’ 

Then might you hear each valiant knight, 

To page and squire that cried, 

‘ Bring my armour bright, and my courser wight ! 
’Tis not each day that a waiTioi’’s might 


i “ The whole description of Arthur’s Court is picturesque 
and appropriate.’’— ©MttrierZy Eeview. 

See Appendix, Note F. 


s MS.— And Lancelot for evermore 

That scowl'd upon the scene.’ V 

* See Appendix, Note G. 

5 MS.— The King with strong emotion saw, 

Y and mingled > 

r , lawe. 

A. strange attire, her reverend! 

Attired \ 

Her dress huntress of the wold, 
Her silken buskins braced with gold. 


f sandall’d feet, her 
arms and buskin’d 


ito’d l^klesbaw. 


And eagle -plumes,’’ &c. 

® MS.— “ The lineaments of royal race.” 

7 Mr Adolphus, in commenting on the similarity of man- 
ners in the ladies of Sir Walter Scott’s poetry, and those of his 
then anonymous Novels, says, “ In Rokeby, the filial attach- 
ment and duteous anxieties of Matilda form the leading fea- 
ture of her character, and the chief source of her distresses. 
The intercourse between King Arthur and his daughter Gyn- 
eth, in the Bridal of Triermain, is neither long nor altogether 
amicable; but the monarch’s feelings on first beholding that 
beautiful * slip of wilderness,’ and bis manner of roceiring her 
before the Queen and Court, ax'e too forcibly and naturally 
described to be omitted in this enumeration .’' — Letters on the 
AuUior of WaverUy, 1822, p. 212. 
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May win a royal bride.' 

Then cloaks and caps of maintenance 
In haste aside the> iling ; 

The helmets glance, and gleams the lance, 

And the steel-weaved hauberks ring. 

Small care had they of their peaceful array, 
They might gather it that wolde ; 

For brake and bramble glittered gay. 

With pearls and cloth of gold, 

XVIL 

^ Within trumpet sound of the Table Round 
Were fifty champions free, 

And they all arise to fight that prize, — 

They all arise but three, 

Nor love’s fond troth, nor wedlock’s oath, 

One gallant could withhold, 

For priests will allow of a broken vo\r, 

For penance or for gold. 

Blit sigh and glance from ladies brig! it 
Among the troop were thrown, 

To plead their right, and true-love plight, 

And ’plain of honour flowm. 

The knights they busied tliem so fast. 

With buckling spur and belt, 

That sigh and look, by ladies cast. 

Were neither seen nor felt. 

From pleading, or upbraiding glance, 

Each gallant turns aside, 

And only thought, * If speeds my lance, 

A queen becomes my bride I 
She has fair Strath- Clyde, and Reged wide, 

And Carlisle tower and town ; 

She is the loveliest maid, beside. 

That ever heir’d a crown.’ 

So in haste their coursers they bestride, 

And strike their visors down, 

XVIII. 

The champions, arm’d in martial sort, 

Have throng’d into the list. 

And but three knights of Arthur's court 
Are from the tourney miss’d. 

And still these lovers’ fame survives 
For faith so constant shown, — 

There were tivo who loved their neighbour’s wives, 
And one who loved his own. ^ 

The first was Lancelot de Lac, 

The second Tristrem bold. 

The third was valiant Carodac, 

Who won the cup of gold, 2 
What time, of all King Arthur’s crew, 

(Thereof came jeer and laugh,) 


* See Appendix, Note H. 

s See tlie comic tale of the Boy and the Mantle, in the 
third volume of Percy’s Reliques of Ancient Poetry, from the 
Breton or Norman original of which Ariosto is supposed to 
have taJken his Tale of the Enchanted Cup. 

* “ The preparations for the combat, and the descriptions of 


He, as the mate of lady true, 

Alone the cup could quaff. 

Though envy’s tongue would fain sur- 
mise, ■' 

That but for very shame. 

Sir Carodac, to fight that prize, 

Had given both cup and dame ; 

Yet, since but one of that fair court 
Was true to wedlock’s shrine, 

Brand him who will with base report, — 

He shall be free from mine. 

XIX. 

“ Now caracoled the steeds in air, 

Now plumes and pennons wanton’d fair. 

As all around the lists so wide 
In panoply tlie champions ride. 

King Arthur saw’ witli startled eye, 

The dow'er of chivalry inarch by, 

The huhvark of the Christian creed, 

The kingdom’s shield in hour of need. 

Too late he tliought him of the W’oe 
Might from their civil conflict flow 
For well he knew' they would not part 
Till cold 'w’as many a gallant heart. 

His hasty vow he ’gan to rue. 

And Gynetli then apart he drew ; 

To her his leading-staff resign’d, 

But added caution grave and kind. 

XX. 

® Thou see’at, my child, as promise-bound, 
I hid the trump for tourney sound. 

Talie thou my warder as the queen 
And umpire of tlie martial scene ; 

But mai’k thou this ; — as Beauty bright. 

Is polar star to valiant knight, 

As at her w'ord his sword he draw's, 

His fairest guerdon her ai>plause, 

So gentle maid should never ask 
Of knighthood vain and dangerous task ; 
And Beauty’s eyes should ever be 
Like the twin stars that soothe the sea, 

And Beauty’s breath shall whisper peace, 
And bid the storm of battle cease. 

I tell thee this, lest all too far, 

These knights m’ge tourney into W’ar. 

Blithe at the trumpet let them go, 

And fairly counter blow for blow ; — 

No striplings these, w’ho succour need 
For a razed helm or falling steed. 

But, Gyneth, when the strife grows w'ann. 
And threatens death or deadly harm, 


its pomp and circumstance, are conceived in the best manner 
of the author’s original,® seizing the prominent parts of the 
picture, and detailing them with the united beauty of Mr 
Scott’s vigour of language, and the march and richness of the 
late Thomas Waxton’s versification.”— lievkw, 
IBIS. 
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Tby sire entreats, tliy king commands, 
Thou drop the warder from thy hands. 
Trust thou ihy father with thy fate, 
Doubt not he choose thee fitting mate ; 
Nor be it said, through Gyneth’s pride 
A rose of Arthur’s chaplet died.’ 


Nor brook'd to mark, in ranks disposed, 
How the bold champions stood opposed, 
For shrill the tiTimpet-floiirish fell 
Upon his ear like passing hell !2 
Then first from sight of martial fray 
Did Britain’s hero turn aw'ay. 


XXIII. 

" But Gyneth heard the clangour high, 

As hears the hawk tlie partridge cry. 

Oh, blame her not I the blood was hers, 
That at the trumpet’s summons stirs ! — 
And e’en the gentlest female eye 
Might the brave strife of chivalry 
A while untroubled view ; 

So well accomplish’d was each knight, 

To strike and to defend in fight, 

Their meeting was a goodly sight. 

While plate and mail held true. 

The lists wuth painted plumes were strown. 
Upon the wind at random thrown. 

But helm and breastplate bloodless slioue, 
It seem’d their feather'd crests alone 
Should this encounter rue. 

And ever, as the combat grows, 

The trumpet’s cheery voice arose, 

Like lark’s shrill song the flourish flows, 
Heard while the gale of April blows 
The merry greenwood through. 


A proud and discontented glow 
O’ershadow’d Gyneth’s brow of snow ; 

She put the warder by : — 

* Reserve thy boon, my liege,’ she said, 

‘ Thus chaffer’d down and limited, 

Debased and narrow’d for a maid 
Of less degree than I. 

No petty chief, but holds his heir 
At a more honour’d price and rare 
Than Britain’s King holds me ! 
Although the siin-burn’d maid, for dower. 
Has but her father’s rugged tower, 

His barren hill and lee. — 

King Arthur swore, By crown and sword, 
As belted knight and Britain’s lord, 

That a whole summer’s day should strive 
His knights, the bravest knights alive I” 
Recall thine oath ! aud to her glen 
Poor Gyneth can return agen ; 

Not on thy daughter will the stain, 

That soils thy sword and crown remain. 

But think not she will e'er be bride 
Save to the bravest, proved and tried ; 
Pendragon’s daughter wnll not fear 
For clashing sword or splinter’d spear. 

Nor shrink though blood should flow ; 
And all too well sad Guendolen 
Hath taught the faithlessness of men, 

That child of hers should pity, when 
Their meed they undergo.’ — 

XXII. 

He frown’d and sigh’d, the Monarch bold : 
< 1 give — what I may not withhold ; 

For, not for danger, dread, or death, 

Must British Arthur break his faith. 

Too late I mark, thy mother’s art 
Hath taught thee this relentless part. 

I blame her^ not, for she had wrong. 

But not to these my faults belong. 

Use, then, the warder as thou wilt ; 

But trust me, that, if life be spilt, i 
In Arthur’s love, in Arthur’s grace, 

Gyneth shall lose a daughter’s place.’ 

With that he turn’d his head aside, 

Nor brook’d to gaze upon her pride, 

As, with the truncheon raised, she sate 
The arbitress of mortal fate ; 


XXIV. 

But soon to earnest grew their game. 

The spears drew blood, the swords struck flame, 
And, horse and man, to ground there came 
ICnights, who shall rise no more I 
Gone was the pride the war that graced, 

Gay shields were cleft, and crests dcflicotl. 

And steel coats riven, and helms unbraced. 

And pennons stream’d with gore. 

Gone, too, were fence and fair array, 

And desperate strength made deadly way 
At random through the bloody fray. 

And blows w^ere dealt with headlong sway, 
Unheeding where they fell ; 

And now the trumpet’s clamours seem 
Like the shriU sea-bird’s wailing scream, 

Heard o er the whirpooTs gulfing stream, 

The sinking seaman’s knell I 


XXV. 

" Seem’d in this dismal hour, that Fate 
Would Camlan’s ruin antedate, 

And spare dai’k Mordred ’s crime ; 
Already gasping on the ground 
Lie twenty of the Table Round, 

Of chivalry the prime .3 


S. if blood be spilt. 

S.-— ‘t dying knell.” 

The difficult subject of a toiirnanient, in which several 


knights engage at once, is admirably treated by the novelist in 
Ivanhoe, and by his rival in The Bridal of Triermain, and the 
leading thought in both descriptions is the sudden and tragic 
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Arthur, in anguish, tore away 
From head and beard liis tresses grey, 
And she, proud Gyneth, felt dismay. 

And quaked with ruth and fear ; 

But still she deem’d her mother’s shade 
Hung 0 er the tumult, and forbade 
The sign that had the slaughter* staid, 
And chid the rising tear. 

Then Brunor, Tanks, Mador, fell, 

Heiias the White, and Lionel, 

And many a champion more ; 
Rochemont and Binadam are down, 

And Ferrand of the Forest Brow-n 
Lies gasping in his gore, 

Vanoc, "by mighty Morolt press’d 
Even to the eoiitines of the list. 

Young Vanoe of the beardless face, 

(Fame spoke the youth of Merlin’s race,) 
O’erpower’d at Gynetli’s footstool hied, 
His heart’s-blood dyed her sandals red. 
But thon the sky was overcast. 

Then howl’d at once a whirlwind’s blast, 
And, rent by sudden throes, 

Yawn’d in mid lists the quaking earth, 
And from the gulf, — tremendous birth I — 
The form of Merlin rose, 

XXVL 

« Sternly the Wizard Prophet eyed 
The dreary lists with slaughter dyed, 

And sternly raised his hand 
< Madmen,’ he said, ‘ your strife forbear ; 
And thou, fair cause of mischief, hear 
The doom thy fates demand I 
Long shall close in stony sleep 
Eyes for ruth that would not weep ; 
Iron lethargy shall seal 
Heart that pity scorn’d to feel. 

Yet, because thy mother’s art 
Warp’d thine -unsuspicious heart. 

And lor love of Arthur’s race, 
Punishment is blent wdtli grace. 

Thou shalt bear thy penance lone 
In the Valley of Saint John, 

And this weird l shall overtake thee ; 
Sleep, until a knight shall wake thee, 
For feats of arms as far renown’d 
As warrior of the Table Round. 

Long endurance of thy slumber 
Well may teach the world to number 
All their w^oes from Gyneth’s pidde, 
When the Red Ci*oss champions died.’ 


change from a scene of pomp, gaiety, and youthful pride, to 
one of misery, confusion, and death.”-~Ado/p7ii69, p. 245. 

The tide of battle seemed to flow now toward the south- 
ern, now toward the northern extremity of the lists, as the one 
or the other party prevailed. Meantime, the clang of the 
blows, and the shouts of the combatantB, mixed fearfully with 
the sound of the trumpets, and drowned the groans of those 
who fell, and lay roiling defenceless beneath the feet of the 


XXVII. 

“ As Merlin speaks, on Gyneth’s eye 
Slumber’s load begins to lie ; 

Fear and anger vainly strive 
Still to keep its light alive. 

Twice, with effort and with pause, 
O’er her brow her hand she draws ; 
Twice her strength in vain she tries. 
From the fatal chair to rise, 

]Meriin’s magic doom is spoken, 
Vanoc’s death must now be wroken. 
Slow the dark-fringed eyelids fall, 
Curtaining each azure ball, 

Slowly as on summer eves 
Violets fold their dusky leaves. 

The weighty baton of command 
Now bears down her sinking hand. 
On her shoulder droops her head ; 
Net of pearl and golden thread, 
Bursting, gave her locks to flow 
O’er her arm and breast of snow*. 
And so lovely seem’d she there. 
Spell-bound in her ivory chair, 

That her angry sire, repenting, 
Craved stern Merlin for relenting, 
And the champions, for her sake, 
Would again the contest wake ; 

Till, in necromantic night, 

Gyneth vanish’d from their sight. 

XXVIII. 

Still she bears her weird alone, 
la the Valley of Saint John ; 

And her semblance oft will seem. 
Mingling in a champion’s dream. 

Of her weary lot to ’plain, 

And crave his aid to burst her chain. 
While her wondrous tale was new, 
Warriors to her rescue drew, 

East and west, and south and nortli. 
From the Liffy, Thames, and Forth.. 
Most have sought in vain the glen, 
Tower nor castle could they ken ; 

Not at every time or tide, 

Nor by every eye, descried. 

Fast and vigil must be borne, * 

Many a night in watching wox’n, 

Ere an eye of mortal powers 
Can discern those magic towers. 

Of the persevering few, 

Some from hopeless task withdrew, 


horses. The splendid armour of the combatants was now de« 
faced with dust and blood, and gave way at every stroke oi 
the sword and battle-axe. The gay plumage, shorn from the 
crests, drifted upon.tbe breeze like snow-fiakeH. All that was 
beautiful and graceful in the martial array had disappeared, 
and what was now visible was only calculated to awake terror 
or compa8sion.’‘'--Jm«Aoe — NoveUy vol. xvi. p, 187 
I Boom, 
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When they read the dismal threat 
Graved upon the gloomy gate. 

Few have braved the yawning door. 
And those few return’d no more. 

In the lapse of time forgot^ 

Wellnigh lost is Gyneth’s lot ; 

^Sound her sleep as in the tomb, 

Till waken’d by the trump of doom.” 

^ END OP XYULPH’S TALE. 


Or sportsman, with his boisterous hollo. 
May here his wiser spaniel follow. 

Or stage-struck Juliet may presume 
To choose this bower for tiring-room ; 
And we alike must shun regard, 

From painter, player, sportsman, bard. 
Insects that skim in Fashion’s sky, 
Wasp, blue-bottle, or butterfly, 

Lucy, have all alarms for us, 

For all can hum and all can buzz. 


Here pause my tale ; for all too soon, 

My Lucy, comes the hour of noon. 
Already from thy lofty dome 
Its courtly inmates ’gin to roam, 

And each, to kill the goodly day 
That God has granted them, his way 
Of lazy sauntering has sought ; 

Lordlings and witlings not a few, 
Incapable of doing aught, 

Yet ill at ease with nought to do. 
Here is no longer place for me ; 

For, Lucy, thou wouldst blush to see 
Some phantom, flishionahly thin, 

With limb of lath and kerehief’d chin, 
And lounging gape, or sneering grin. 
Steal sudden on our privacy. 

And how should I, so humbly born, 
Endm’e the graceful spectre’s scorn ? 
Faith ! ill, I fear, while conjuring wand 
Of English oak is hard at hand. 


Or grant the hour be all too soon 
For Hessian boot and pantaloon, 

And grant the lounger seldom strays 
Beyond the smooth and gravell’d maze. 
Laud we the gods, that Fashion’s train 
Holds hearts of more adventurous strain. 
Artists are hers, who scorn to trace 
Their rules from Nature’s boundless grace, 
But their right paramount assert 
To limit her by pedant art, 

Damning whatever of vast and fair 
Exceeds a canvass three feet square. 

This thicket, for their gumption fit, 

May furnish such a happy hit, 

Bards, too, are hers, wont to recite 
Their own sweet lays by waxen iiglit, < 
Half in the salver’s tingle drowm’d, 

While the chasse-cafe glides around ; 

And such may hither secret stray, 

To laboui* an extempore : 


But oh, my Lucy say how long 
We still must dread this trifling throng, 
And stoop to hide, with coward art, 

The genuine feelings of the heart 1 
No parents thine whose just command 
Should rule their child’s obedient hand ; 
Thy guardians, with contending voice. 
Press each his individual choice. 

And which is Lucy’s I — Can it be 
That puny fop, trimm’d cap-a-pee, 

Who loves in the saloon to show 
The arms that never kne\v a foe ; 

Whose sabre trails along the ground, 
Whose legs in shapeless boots are drown’d ; 
A new Achilles, sure, — the steel 
Fled from his breast to fence liis Iicol ; 

One, for the simple manly grace 
That wont to deck our martial race, 

Who comes in foreign trashery 
Of tinkling chain and spur, 

A walking haberdashery. 

Of feathers, lace, and fur : 

In Bowley’s antiquated phrase. 
Horse-milliner ^ of modern days ? 


Or is it he, the wordy jmuth, 

So early train’d for stateman’s part, 
Who talks of honour, faith, and truth. 
As themes that he lias got by heart ; 
Whose ethics Chesterfield can teach, 
Whose logic is from Single-speech 
Who scorns the meanest thought to vent, 
Save in the phrase of Parliament ; 

Who, in a tale of cat and mouse, 

Calls order,” and divides the house,” 
Who craves peraiission to reply,” 
Whose noble friend is in his eye 
Whose loving tender some have reckon’d 
A motion, you should gladly second ? 


Wliat, neither' ? Can there be a third, 
To such resistless swains preferr’d — 


‘ The trammels of the palfraye pleased his sight, 

And the his head with roses diglit.'” 

’Rowsm'y'‘b Ballads ofCharUie, 


2 See “ Parliamentari' Logic, &c., by the Right Honourable 
William Gerard Hamilton,’’ (i808,) commonly called “ Single- 
Speech Hamilton.” 
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One word her friend to bless I 
I ask but one — a simple sound. 
Within three little letters bound, 
Oy let the word be YES ! 


O why, my Lucy, turn aside. 

With* that quick glance of injured pride ? 
Forgive me, love, I cannot bear 
That alter'd and resentful air. 

Were all the wealth of Eussel mine. 

And all the rank of Howard’s line. 

All would I give for leave to dry 
Tliat dewdrop trembling in thine eye. 
Think not I fear such fops can wile 
From Lucy more than careless smile ; 

But yet if wealth and high degree 
Give gilded counters currency, 

IMust I not fear, when rank and birth 
Stamp the pure ore of genuine worth ? 
Nohles there are, w’hose martial fires 
Rival the fame that raised their sires, 

And patriots, skiiFd through storms of fate 
To guide and guard the reeling state. 

Such, such there are — If such should come, 
Arthur must tremble and be dumb. 
Self-exiled seek some distant shore. 

And mourn till life and gi’ief are o’er. 


SriDal of ®dermaiw 


CANTO THIRD. 


INTRODUCTION, 


Long loved, long woo’d, and lately won. 
My life’s best hope, and now mine own 1 
Doth not this rude and Alpine glen 
Recall our favourite haunts agen ? 

A wild resemblance we can trace, 

Though reft of every softer grace, 

As the rough warrior’s brow may bear 
A likeness to a sister fair. , 

Full well advised our Highland host, 

That this wild pass on foot be cross’d, 
While round Ben-Criiach’s mighty base 
Wheel the slow steeds and lingering chaise 
The keen old carle, with Scottish pride, 

He praised his glen and mountains wide ; 
All eye he bears for nature’s face, 

Ay, and for woman’s lovely grace. 

Even in such mean degree we find 
The subtle Scot’s observing mind ; 

For, nor the chariot nor the train 
Could gape of vulgar wonder gain, 

But -when old Allan would expound 
Of Beal-na-paish ^ the Celtic sound. 

His bonnet doff’d, and bow, applied 
His legend to my bonny bride ; 

While Lucy bliisli’d beneath his eye. 
Courteous and cautious, shrewd and sly. 


What sight, what signal of alarm, 
That Lucy clings to Arthur’s arm ? 
Or is it, that the rugged way 
Makes Beauty lean on lover’s stay ? 
Oh, no I for on the vale and brake, 
Nor sight nor sounds of danger wake, 
And this trim sward of velvet green, 
Were carpet for the Fairy Queen. 
That pressure slight was but to tell, 
That Lucy loves her Arthur well, 
And fain would banish from his mind 
Suspicious fear and doubt unkind. 


But wouldst thou bid the demons fly 
Like mist before the dawning sk)', 

There is but one resistless spell — 

Say, wilt thou guess, or must I tell ? 
’Twere hard to name, in minstrel phrase, 
A landaulet and four blood-hays, 

But bards agree this wizard band 
Can but be bound in Northern land. 

’Tis there — nay, draw not back thy hand !• 
’Tis there this slender finger round 
Must golden amulet he bound, 

Which, bless’d with many a holy prayer. 
Can change to rapture lovers’ care, 

And doubt and jealousy shall die, 

And fears give place to eestixsy. 


Enough of him. — Now', ere w'e lose, 
Plunged in the vale, the distant views, 
Turn thee, my love ! look back once more 
To the blue lake’s retiring shore. 

On its smooth breast the shadows seem 
Like objects in a morning dream, 

What time the slumherer is aware 
Ho sleeps, and all the vision’s air : 

Even so, on yonder liquid lawm, 

In hues of bright reflection drawm, 
Distinct the shaggy mountains lie. 

Distinct the rocks, distinct the sky ; 


VIII. 

Now, trust me, Lucy, all too long 
Has been thy lover’s tale and song. 
O, why so silent, love, I pray ? 

Have I not spoke the livelong day i 
And will not Lucy deign to say 


I Beal-na-pai^li, t’us Yale of the Bridal 


THE BRIDAL OF TRIERMAIN. 


The summer-clouds so plain we note, 

That we might count each dappled spot : 
We gaze and we admire, yet know 
The scene is all delusive sliow. 

Such dreams of bliss ^ wmuld Arthur draw, 
When first his Lucy’s form he saw ; 

Yet sigh’d and sicken’d as he drew, 
Despairing they could ere prove true ! 

III. 

But, Lucy, turn thee now, to view 

Up the fair glen, our destined way ; 
The fairy path that we pursue, 
Distinguisli’d but by greener hue, 

Winds round the purple brae, 

While Alpine flowers of varied dye 
For carpet serve, or tapestry. 

See how the little runnels leap. 

In threads of silver, down the steep, 

To swell the brooklet’s moan ! 

Seems that the Highland Naiad grieves, 
Fantastic while her crown she weaves, 

Of rowan, birch, and alder leaves, 

So lovely, and so lone. 

There’s no illusion there ; these flo-wers, 
That wailing brook, these lovely bowers. 
Are, Lucy, all our own ; 

And, since thine Arthur call’d thee wife, 
Such seems the prospect of his life, 

A lovely path, on-winding still, 

By gurgling broolf and sloping hill. 

’Tis true, that mortals cannot tell 
What waits them in the distant dell ; 

But be it hap, or be it harm, 

We tread the pathway arm in arm. 

IV. 

And now, my Lucy, wot’st thou why 
I could thy bidding twice deny. 

When twice you pray’d I would again 
Resume the legendary strain 
Of the bold knight of Triermaiu t 
At length yon peevish vow you swnre, 

That you would sue to me no more,® 

Until the minstrel fit drew near. 

And made me prize a listening ear. 

But, loveliest, when thou first didst pray 
Continuance of the knightly lay. 

Was it not on the happy day 

That made thy hand mine ovii ? 

When, dizzied wifii mine ecstasy, 

Nought past, or present, or to be, 

Could I or think on, hear, or see, 

Save, Lucy, thee alone 1 
A giddy draught my rapture was, 

As ever chemist’s magic gas. 


1 BIS— “ Scenes of bliss. 

£ BIS. — “ Until yon peevish oath you swore. 

That you would sue for it no more.'” 


V. 

Again the summons I denied 
In yon fair capital of Clyde : 

My Harp — or let me rather chooso 
The good old classic form — my Muse, 
(For Harp’s an over-scutched phrase, 
Woi’n out by bards of modein days,) 

My Muse, then — seldom will she wake. 
Save by dim wood and silent lake ; 

She is the wild and rustic Maid, 

Whose foot unsandall’d loves to tread 
Where the soft greensward is inlaid 
With valued moss and thyme ; 

And, lest the simple lily-braid, 

That coronets her temples, fade, 

She hides her still in greenwood shade, 
To meditate her rhyme. 

VI. 

And now she comes ! Tlie mnrrnnr dear 
Of the wild brook hath caught her ear, 
The glade hath won her eye ; 

She longs to join with each blith rill 
That dances down the Highland hill, 

Her blither melody. ^ 

And now, my Lucy’s way to cheer, 

She bids Ben-Criiach’s echoes heai* 

How closed the tale, my love whilere 
Loved for its chivalry. 

List how she tells, in notes of flame, 

Child Roland to the dark tower came !*’ 


€ljc Htitial of 
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I. ■ . 

Bewcastle now must keep the Hold, 
Speir- Adam’s steeds must bide in stall, 
Of Hartley-burn the bowmen bold 
Must only shoot from battled wall ; 
And Liddesdale may buckle spur, 

And Teviot now may belt the brand, 
Taras and Ewes keep nightly stir, 

And Eskdale foray Cumberland. 

Of wasted fields and plundered flocks 
The Borderers bootless may complain ; 
They lack the sword of brave de Vaitx, 
There comes no aid from Triermain. 
That lord, on high adventure bound, 

Hath wander’d forth alone, 

And day and night keeps watchful round 
In the valley of Saint John. 


8 BIS.— “ Her wild -wood melody,'* 
* The BIS. has not this couplet. 
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! 



IL 

When first besran his vigil bold. 

The moon twelve summer nights was old, 
And shone both fair and fall ; 

High in the vault of cloudless blue. 

O’er streamlet, dale, and rock, she threw 
Her light composed and cool. 

StretchM on the brown hilFs heathy breast. 
Sir Roland eyed the vale ; 

Chief where, distinguish’d from the rest, 
Those clustering rocks uprear’d their crest. 
The dwelling of the fair distress’d. 

As told grey Lyulph’s tale. 

Thus as he lay, the lamp of night 
Was quivering on his armour bright. 

In beams that rose and fell. 

And danced upon his buckler’s boss. 

That lay beside him on the moss, 

As on a crystal well. 

III. 

Ever he watch’d, and oft he deem’d, 

While on the mound the moonlight stream’d, 
It alter’d to his eyes ; 

Pain would he hope the rocks ’gan change 
To buttress’d walls their shapeless range. 
Fain think, by transmutation strange, 

He saw grey turrets rise. 

But scarce his heart with hope throVd high, 
Before the wild illusions fly, 

Which fancy had conceived, 

Abetted by an anxious eye 

That long’d to be deceived. 

It was a fond deception all, 

Such as, in solitary hall, 

Beguiles the musing eye. 

When, gazing on the sinking fire, 

Buhvark, and battlement, and spiie, 

In the red gulf we spy. 

For, seen by moon of middle night, 

Or by the blaze of noontide bright. 

Or by the dawn of morning light, 

Or evening's western flame, 

111 every tide, at every hour, 

In mist, in sunshine, and in shower. 

The rocks remain’d the same. 

IV. 

Oft has he traced the charmed mound, 

Oft climb’d its crest, or paced it round. 

Yet nothing might explore. 

Save that the crags so rudely piled, 

At distance seen, resemblance 'wild 
To a rough fortress bore. 

Yet still his watch the Warrior keeps, 

Feeds hard and spare, and seldom sleeps, 


1 MS.— His hiculties of soul.” 


And drinks but of the well ; 

Ever by clay he -walks the hill, 

And when the evening gale is chill. 

He seeks a rocky ceil, 

Like hermit poor to bid his bead, 

And tell his Ave and his Creed, 

Invoking every saint at need. 

For aid to bui’st his spell. 

V. 

And now the moon her orb has hid, 

And dwindled to a silver thread, 

Dim seen in middle heaven. 

While o’er its curve careering fast. 

Before the fury of the blast 

The midnight clouds are driven. 

The brooklet raved, for on the hills 
The upland showers had swoln the rills. 
And down the torrents came ; 

Mutter’d the distant thunder dread, 

And frecpent o’er the vale was spread 
A sheet of lightning flame. 

De Vaux, within his mountain cave, 

(No human step the storm durst brave,) 

To moody meditation gave 
Each faculty of soul,^ 

Till, lull’d by distant torrent sound. 

And the sad winds that whistled round, 
Upon his thoughts, in musing drown’d, 

A broken slumber stole 

VI. 

’Twas then was heard a heavy sound, 
(Sound, strange and fearful there to hear, 
’Mongst desert hills, where, leagues around. 
Dwelt but the gorcock and the doer :) 

As, starting from his couch of fern, 2 
Again he heard in clangor stern, 

That deep and solemn swell, — 

Twelve times, in measured tone, it spoke, 
Like some proud minister’s pealing clock, 
Or city’s larum-bell. 

What thouglit was Roland’s first w'hen fell. 
In that deep wilderness, the knell 
Upon his startled ear ? 

To slander w’arrior -were I loth, 

Yet must I hold my minstrel troth, — 

It w^as a thought of fear. 

VIL 

But lively was the mingled thrill 
That chased that momentary chhl, 

For Love’s keen wish was there. 

And eager Hope, and Valour high, 

And the proud glow of Chivalry, 

That hurn’d to do and dare. 


SJS. “ his couch of rock* 

Agaai upon his em- it broko.'’’ 
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Forth from the cave the Warrior inish'd, 
Long ere the mountain- voice ^ was hush’d. 
That answer’d to the knell ; 

For long and far the unwonted sound. 
Eddying in echoes round and round, 

Was toss’d from fell to fell ; 

And Glaramara answer flung, 

And Grisdale-pike responsive rung, 

And Leghert heights their echoes svrang, 

As far as Derwent’s dell.® 

VIII. 

Forth upon trackless darkness gazed 
The Knight, hedeafen’d and amazed, 

Till all was hush’d and still, 

Save the swoln torrent’s sullen roar. 

And the night-hlast that wildly bore 
Its course along the hill. 

Then on the northern sky there came 
A light, as of reflected flame, 

And over Legbert-head, 

As if by magic art controll’d, 

A mighty meteor slowly roll’d 
Its orb of fiery red ; 

Thou wouldst have thought some demon dire 
Came mounted on that car of fire. 

To do his errant dread. 

Far on the sloping valley’s course. 

On thicket, rock, and torrent hoarse. 

Shingle and Scrae,® and Fell and Force,'* 

A dusky light arose : 

Display’d, yet alter’d was the scone ; 

Dark rock, and brook of silver sheen, 

Even the gay thicket’s summer green, 

In bloody tincture glows. 


De Vaux had mark’d the sunbeams set, 
At eve, upon the coronet 
Of that enchanted mound, 

And seen but crags at random flung, 
That, o’er the braw'ling torrent hung,^ 
In desolation frown’d. 

What sees he by that meteor’s lour ? — 
A banner’d Castle, keep, and tow'er, 
Ileturn the lurid gleam, 


‘ mingled sounds were hush'd.” 


With battled walls and buttress fast. 
And barbican® and ballium^ vast, 
And airy flanking towers, that cast 
Their shadows on the stream. 

*Tis no deceit ! — distinctly clear 
Crenell® and parapet appear, 

While o’er the pile that meteor drear 
Makes momentary pause ; 

Then forth its solemn path it drew. 
And fainter yet and fainter grew 
Those gloomy towers upon the view. 
As its wild light withdraws. 


Forth from the cave did Roland msh, 

O’er crag and stream, through brier and bush 
‘Yet far he had not sped,® 

Ere sunk was that portentous light 
Behind the hills, and utter night 
Was on the valley spread. W 
He paused perforce, and blew his horn* 

And, on the mountain-echoes borne, 

Was heard an answering sound, 

A wild and lonely trumpet-note, — 

In middle air it seem’d to float 
High o’er the battled mound ; 

And sounds were heard, as wdien a guard, 

Of some proud castle, holding ward, 

Face forth their nightly round. 

The valiant Knight of Triermain 
Rung forth his challange-blast again, 

But answer came there none ; 

And ’mid the mingled wind and rain. 
Darkling he sought the vale in vain, 

Until the dawning shone ; 

And when it dawn’d, that wondrous siglit. 
Distinctly seen by meteor light. 

It all had pass’d away ! 

And that enchanted mount once more 
A pile of granite fragments bore* 

As at the close of day. 


Steel’d for the deed, De Vaux’s heart. 
Scorn’d from his ventrous quest to part, 
He w'iilks the vale once more ; 


‘ Bank of loose stones. 


‘ The rock, like something starting from a sleep, 

Took up the lady's voice, and laugh'd agaia ; 

That ancient Woman seated on Ilelm-Crag 
Was ready \vith her caveni ; Ilainmar Sear, 

And the tall steep of Silver-How, sent forth 
A noise of laughter ; southern Loughrigg heard, 

And Fairfield answer'd with a mountain tone ; 
Helvellyn far into the clear blue sky 
Carried the lady'^s voice,— old Skiddaw bleAv 
His speaking-ti’umpet back out of the clouds 
Of Glaramara southward came the voice ; 

And Kirkstone tossM it from Lis misty head.'*’ 

WoRDsworiTH. 


1 6 yis, “ rocks at random piled, 

That on the torrent brawling wild.'” 

1 6 The outer defence of the castle gate. 

I 7 Fortified court 
j 8 Apertures for shooting arrows, 

j g MS. “ had not gone."” 

1 10 MS. “ the valley lone,’* 

I 31 MS.— And far upon the echoes borne.'*'* 

12 MS. “ he sought the towers ir rain.’ 
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But only sees, by night or day, 

That shatter’d pile of rocks so grey, 
Hears but the torrent’s roar. 

Till when, through hills of azure borne,* 
The moon renew’d her silver horn, 

Just at the time her waning ray 
Had faded in the dawning day, 

A summer mist ax'ose ; 

Adown the vale the vapoui's float, 

And cloudy undulations moat® 

That tufted mound of mystic note. 

As round its base they close. 

And higher now the fleecy tide 
Ascends its stern and shaggy side, 

Until the airy billows hide® 

The rock’s majestic isle ; 

It seem’d a veil of filmy lawn. 

By some fiintastic fairy drawn'* 

Around enchanted pile. 

XII. 

The breeze came softly down the brook,® 
And, sighing as it blew, 

The veil of silver mist it shook. 

And to De Vaux’s eager look 
Renew'd that wondrous view. 

For, though the loitering vapour braved 
The gentle breeze, yet oft it w'aved 
Its mantle’s dewy fold ; 

And still, when shook that filmy screen. 
Were towers and bastions dimly seen, 
And Gothic battlements between 
Their gloomy length unroll’d,® 

Speed, speed, De Vaux, ere on thine eye 
Once more the fleeting vision die I 
— The gallant knight ’gan speed 
As prompt and light as, when the hound 
Is opening, and the horn is wound, 
Cai’eei's the hunter’s steed. 

Down the steep dell his course amain 
Hath ri vail’d archer’s shaft ; 


* MS. — “ But when, through fields of azure borne.” 

2 MS.— “ And with their eddying billows moat.” 

3 MS.— Until the mist’s grey bosom hide.” 

^ MS. “ a veil of airy lawn.” 

6 A sharp frost wind, which made itself heard, and felt 
from time to time, removed the clouds of mist which might 
otherwise have slumbered till morning on the valley; and, 
though it could not totally disperse the clouds of vapour, yet 
tlirew them in confused and changeful masses, now hovering 
round the heads of the mountains, now filling, as with a dense 
and voluminous stream of smoke, the various deep gullies 
where masses of the composite rock, or brescia, tumbling 
in fragments from the cliffs, have rushed to the valley, 
leaving each behind its course a rent and tom ravine, resem- 
bling a deserted water-course. The moon which was now 
high, and twinkled with all the vivacity of a frosty atmo- 
sphere, silveired the windings of the river, and the peaks and 
precipices whidi the mist left visible, while her beams seemed, 


But ere tlie mound he could attain, 

The rocks their shapeless form regain, 

And, mocking loud his labour vain. 

The mountain spirits laugh’d. 

Far up the echoing dell was born 
Their wild unearthly shout of scorn. 

XTII, 

Wroth wax’d the Warrior , — Am I the]i 
Fool’d by the enemies of men, 

Like a poor hind, whose homeward way 
Is haunted^ by malicious fay ? 

Is Triermain become your taunt, 

De Vaux your scorn ? False fiends, avaunt 
A weighty curtal-axe he bare ; 

The baleful blade so bright and square, 

And the tough shaft of heben wood. 

Were oft in Scottish gore imbrued. 
Backward his stately form he drew, 

And at the rocks the weapon throw, 

Just where one crag’s projected crest 
Hung proudly balanced o’er the rest. 

Hurl’d with main force, the weapon’s 
shock 

Rent a huge fragment of the I’ock. 

If by mere strength, ’twere hard to tell, 

Or if the blow disolved some spell, 

But down the headlong ruin came, 

With cloud of dust and fiash of flame. 

Down bank, o’er bush, its course was borne. 
Crush’d lay the copse, the earth was torn, 
Till staid at length, the ruin dread 
Cumber’d the torrent’s rocky bed. 

And bade the waters’ high-swolii tide 
Seek other passage for its pride.® 

XIV. 

When ceased that thunder, Triermain 
Survey'd the mound’s rude front again ; 

An, lo ! the ruin had laid bared, 

Hewn in the stone, a winding stair. 


as it were, absorbed by the fleecy whiteness of the mist, where 
it lay thick and condensed, and gave to the more li„ht and 
vapoury specks, which where elsewhere visible, a sort of filmy 
transparency resembling the lightest veil of silver gauze.” — 
Waverley Novels— Rub Roy—vol. viii. p. 2b7. 

“ The praise of truth, jjrecision, and distinctness, is not 
very frequently combined with that of extensive magnificence 
and splend.d complication of imagery; yet how masterly, and 
often sublime is the panoramic display, in all these works, of 
vast and diversified scenery, and of crowded and tumultuous 
action,” &c. — p. 1()3. 

fl The scenery of the valley, seen by the light of the sum- 
mer and autumnal moon, is described with an aerial touch to 
which we cannot do jusfice.”— Review, 

7 MS.— “ Is wilder 'd.” 

® MS.—** And bade its waters, in their pride. 

Seek ether current for tiieir tide.” 


} 
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Whose moss’d and fraetnred steps might lend 
The means the summit to ascend ; 

And by whose aid the brave De Vaux 
Began to scale these magic rocks^ 

And soon a platform won^, 

Where, the wild witchery to close. 

Within three lances’ length ai’ose 
The Castle of Saint John I 
No misty phantom of the air, 

No meteor-hlazon’d show was there ; 

In morning splendour, full and fair, 

The massive fortress shone, 

:■ xy. ■ ■ 

Embattled high and proudly tower’d, 

Shaded by pond rous flankers, lower’d 
The portal’s gloomy way. 

Though for six hundred years and more, 

Its strength had brook’d the tempest’s roar. 
The scutcheon’d emblems which it bore 
Had suffer’d no decay : 

But from the eastern battlement 
A turret had made sheer descent, 

And, down in recent ruin rent, 

In the mid torrent lay. 

Else, o’er the Castle’s brow sublime. 

Insults of violence or of time 
Unfelt had pass’d away. 

In shapeless characters of yore. 

The gate this stern inscription bore : — 

XVI. 

" Patience w’aits the destined day. 

Strength can clear the cumber’d way. 
Warrior-, who hast waited long, 

Firm of soul, of sinew strong, 

It is given thee to gaze 
On the pile of ancient days. 

Never mortal builder’s hand 
This enduring fabric plann’d ; 

Sign and sigil, word of power, 

From the earth raised keep and tower. 

View it o’er, and pace it round, 

Riimpart, turret, battled mound. 

Bare no more ! To cross the gate 
Were to tamper with thy fate ; 

Strength and fortitude were vain, 

View it o’er — ^and turn again.” — 

XVII. 

That would I,” said the Warrior bold, 

If that my frame wei’e bent and old, 

And my thin blood dropp’d slow and cold 
As icicle in thaw ; 

But while my heart can feel it dance, 

Blithe as the sparkling wine of France, 

And this good arm wields sword or lance, 

I mock these words of awe I” 


He said ; the wicket felt the sway 
Of his strong hand, and straight gave way, 
And, with rude crash and jarring bray. 
The rusty bolts withdraw ; 

But o’er the threshold as he strode. 

And forward took the vaulted road. 

An unseen aim, with force amain, 

The ponderous gate flung close again. 

And rusted bolt and bar 
Spontaneous took their place ouce more. 
While the deep arch with sullen roar 
Return’d their surly jar. 

Now closed is the gin and the prey within 
By the Rood of Lanercost ! 

But he that would win the war-wolf’s skin, 
May me him of his boast.” 

Thus muttering, on the Warrior went, 

By dubious light down steep descent, 

XVIII. 

Unharr’d, unlock’d, umvatch’d, a port 
Led to the Castle’s outer court : 

There the main fortress, broad and tall, 
Spread its long range of bower and hall. 
And towers of varied size, 

Wrought with each ornament extreme, 

That Gothic art, in wildest dream 
Of fancy, could devise ; 

But full between the Warrior’s way 
And the main portal arcli, there lay 
An inner moat ; 

Nor bridge nor boat 
Affords Be Vaux the means to cross 
The deal', profound, and silent fosse. 

His arms aside in haste he flings, 

Cuirass of steel and hauberk rings, 

And dowm falls helm, and down the shield. 
Rough with the dints of many a field. 

Fair was liis manly form, and fair 
His keen dark eye, and close curl’d hair, 
When, all unarm'd, save tliat the brand 
Of well-proved metal graced his hand. 

With nought to fence his dauntless breast 
But the close gipon’s ^ under- vest. 

Whose sullied bufl‘ the sable sUins 
Of hauberk and of mail retains, — 

Roland Be Vaux upon the brim 

Of the broad moat stood prompt to swim, 

XIX. ■■■ 

Accoutred thus he dared the tide. 

And soon he reach’d the farther side, 

And enter’d soon the Hold, 

And paced a hall, whose walls so wide 
Were blazon’d all vvith feats of pride. 

By warrior’s done of old. 

In middle lists they counter’d here, 


1 A sort of doublet, wom beneath the anuouw 
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While trumpets seem’d to blow ; 

And there, in den or desert drear. 

They quelFd gigantic foe/ 

Braved the fierce griffon in his ire, 

Or faced the dragon’s breath of fire. 

Strange in their arms, and strange in face, 
Heroes they seem’d of ancient race. 

Whose deeds of arms, and race, and name, 
Forgotten long hy later fame, 

Were here depicted, to appall 
Those of an age degenerate. 

Whose bold intxmsion braved their fate 
In this enchanted hall. 

For some short space the venturous knight 
With these high marvels fed his sight, 

Then sought the chamber’s upper end, 

Where tlmee broad easy steps ascend 
To an arch’d portal door, 

In whose broad folding leaves of state 
Was framed a wicket window-grate, 

And, ere he ventured more. 

The gallant Knight took earnest view 
The grated wickct-window tlmough. 

■ XX. 

U, for his arms 1 Of martial weed 
Had never mortal Knight such need ! — 

He spied a stately gallery ; all 
Of snow-white mai'ble was the wall, 

The vaulting, and the floor ; 

And, contrast strange I on either hand 
There stood array’d in sable band 
Four Maids whom Afric bore ;3 
And each a Lybian tiger led. 

Held by as bright and frail a thread 
As Lucy’s golden hair, — 

For the leash that bound these monsters dread 
Was but of gossamer. 

Each Maiden’s short barbaric vest 4 
Left ail unclosed the knee and breast. 

And limbs of shapely jet ; 

White was their vest and turban’s fold. 

On arms and ankles rings of gold 
In savage pomp were set ; 

A quiver on their shoulders lay. 

And ill their hand an assagay. s 
Such and so silent stood they there. 

That Koland welhiigli hoped 
He saw a band of statues rare. 

Station’d the gazer’s soul to scare ; 

But when the wicket oped. 

Each grisly beast ’gan upward draw, 
lioU’d his grim eye, and spread his claw, 
Scented the air, and licked liis jaw ; 

While these weird Maids, in Moorish tongue, 

A wild and dismal warning sung. 


I MS, They counter'd giant foe.'” 
a PortrayM by limner to appal.” 

* MS, Four Maidens stood in sable band 
The h** 3kest Afrique bore.” 


XXI. 

Rash Adventurer, bear thee back ! 

Dread the spell of Dahomay ! 

Fear the race of Zaharak,® 

Daughters of the burning day ! 

When the whirlwind’s gusts are wheeling, 
Ours it is the dance to braid ; 

Zarah’s sands in pillars reeling, 

Join the measure that we tread, 

When the Moon has donn’d her cloak, 

And the stars are red to see, 

Shrill when pipes the sad Siroc, 

Music meet for such as we. 

" Where the shatter’d columns lie, 

Showing Carthage once had been, 

If the %vandering Santon’s eye 
Our mysterious rites hath seen, — 

Oft he cons the prayer of death, 

To the nations preaches doom, 

^ Azrael’s brand hath left the sheath 1 
Moslems, think upon the tomb I’ 

Ours the scorpion, ours the snake. 

Ours the hydra of the fen. 

Ours the tiger of the brake, 

All that plague the sons of men. 

Ours the tempest’s midnight wrack, 

Pestilence that wastes by day — 

Dread the race of Zaharak ! 

Fear the spell of Dahomay I” 

XXII. 

Uncouth and strange the accents shrill 
Rung' those vaulted roofs among, 

Long it was ere, faint and still, 

Died the far resounding song. 

While yet the distant echoes roll, 

The Warrior communed with his soul. 

When first I took this venturous quo.'.t, 

I swore upon the rood, 

Xeither to stop, nor turn, nor rest, 

For evil or for good. 

My forward path too well I ween, 

Lies yonder fearful I’anks between ! 

For man unarm’d, ’tis bootless hope 
With tigers and with fiends to cope — 

Yet, if I turn, what waits me there. 

Save famine dire and fell despair \ — 

Other conclusion let me try. 

Since, choose howe’er I list, I die. 

Forward, lies faith and knightly fame ; 

Behind, are perjury and shame. 

In life or death I hold my word 1” 

With that he drew his trusty sword, 

4 MS.—** Each Maiden's short and savage vest.” 

6 The MS. has not this couplet. 

® Zaharak or Zaharah is the Arab nsune of the Great DeseH 
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Caught down a hatiner from the wall, 

Atid enter’d thus the fearful hall. 

XXIII. 

On high each wayward Maiden threw 
Her swarthy arm, with wild halloo ! 

On either side a tiger sprung— 

Against the leftward foe he flung 
The ready banner, to engage 
With tangling folds the brutal rage ; 

The right-hand monster in mid air 
He struck so fiercely and so fair, 

Through gullet and through spinal bone, 

The trenchant blade had sheerly gone. 

His grisly brethren ramp’d and yell’d, 

But the slight leash their rage withheld. 
Whilst, ’twixt their ranks, the dangerous road 
Firmly, though swift, the champion strode. 
Safe to the gallery’s bound he drew, 

Safe pass’d an open portal through ; 

And when against pursuit he flung 
The gate, Judge if the echoes rung ! 

Onward his daring course he bore, 

While, mix’d with dying growl and roar, 

Wild jubilee and loud hurra 
Pursued him on his venturous way. 

XXIV. 

Hurra, hurra I Our watcli is done ! 

We hail once more the tropic sun. 

Pallid beams of northern day, 

Farewell, farewell ! Huima, hurra ! 

« Five hundred years o’er this cold glen 
Hath the pale sun come round agen ; 

Foot of man, till now, hath ne’er 
Dared to cross the Hall of Fear. 

«« Warrior ! thon, whose dauntless heart 
Gives us from our ward to part, 

Be as strong in future trial, 

Where resistance is denial. 

Now for Afric’s glowing sky, 

Zwenga wide and Atlas high," 

Zaharak and Dahomay ! 

Mount the winds 1 Hurra,, hurra ! ” 

XXV. 

The wizard song at distance died, 

As if in ether borne astray. 

While through waste halls and chambers wdde 
The Knight pursuea his steady way, 

Till to a lofty dome he came, 

That flash’d with such a brilliant flame, ‘ 

As if the W'ealtli of all the world 
Were there in rich confusion hurl’d. 


1 MS.- 


golden flame.’” 


For here the gold, in sandy heaps, 

With duller earth, incorporate, sleeps j 
Was there in ingots piled, and there 
Coin’d badge of erapery it bare ; 

Yonder, huge bars of silver lay, 

Dimm’d by the diamond’s neighbouring 

/a,y, 

Like the pale moon in morning day ; 

And in the midst four Maidens stand. 

The daughters of some distant land. 

Their hue was of the dark-red dye, 

That fringes oft a thunder sky ; 

Their hands palmetto baskets bare, 

And cotton fillets bound their hair ; 

Slim was their form, their mien was shy, 
To earth they bent the humbled eye, 
Folded their arms, and suppliant kneel’d. 
And thus their proffer 'd gifts reveal’d.® 

' XXVL 

CHORUS. 

See the treasures Merlin piled, 

Portion meet for Arthur’s child. 

Bathe in Wealth’s unbounded stream. 
Wealth that Avarice ne’er could dream !’* 

FIRST MAIDEN. 

" See these clots of virgin gold ! 

Sever’d from the sparry mould. 

Nature’s mystic alchemy 
In the mine thus bade them lie j 
And their orient smile can >\'in 
Kings to stoop, and saints to sin. - 

SECOND MAIDEN. 

« See these pearls, that long have slept ; 
These were tears by Naiads wept 
F<r* the loss of Marinel. 

Tritons in the silver shell 
Treasured them, till hard and white 
As the teeth of Amphitrite.’’— 

THIRD MAIDEN. 

" Does a livelier hue delight ? 

Here are rubies blazing bright. 

Here the emerald’s fliiry green, 

And the topaz glows between ; 

Hei’e their varied hues unite. 

In the changeful chrysolite.” 

FOURTH MAIDEN. 

Leave these gems of poorer shine. 

Leave them all, and look on mine I 
While their glories I expand, 

Shade thine eyebrows with thy hand. 
Mid-day sun and diamond’s blaze 
Blind the rash beholder’s gaze.” 


* MS* “ And, suppliant as on earth hey Imeel’d, 
The gilts they pro&r'cl thu& rovealed."’ 
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Fair apparitions in the wood 
As if the nymphs of held and flood 
In gay procession came. 

Are these of such fantastic mould. 

Seen distant do\\ui the fair arcjide, 

These Maids enlink’d in sister-fold, 

Who, late at bashful distance staid, 

Now tripping from the greenwood shade, 
Nearer the musing champion draw, 

And, in a pause of seeming awe, 

Again stand doubtful now 1 — 

Ab, that sly pause of witching powers ! 

That seems to say, To please be our% 

Be yours to tell us how.’^ 

Their hue was of the golden glow 
That suns of Candahar bestow. 

O’er which in slight suffusion liows 
A frequent tinge of paly rose ; 

Their limbs were fashion’d fair and free, 

In nature’s justest symmetry 5 
And, wu’eathed with flowers, with odours 
graced, 

Their raven ringlets reach’d the waist : 

In easteim pomp, its gilding pale 
The hennah lent each shapely nail, 

And the dark sumah gave the eye 
More liquid and more lustrous dye. 

The spotless veil of misty lawn, 

111 studied disarrangement, drawn 
The form and bosom o’er, 

To win the eye, or tempt the touch, 

For modesty show’d all too much — 

Too much— -yet promised more. 


CH021FS. 

Warinor, seize the splendid store ; 
Would ’twere all onr mountains bore ! 
We should ne’er in future story. 

Bead, Peru, thy perish’d glory !” 


XXYII. 

Calmly and unconcern’d, the Knight 
Waved aside the treasures bright 
« Gentle Maidens, rise, I pray I 
Bar not thus my destined way. 

Let these boasted brilliant toys 
Braid tlie hair of girls and boys ! ^ 
Bid your streams of gold expand 
O’er proud London’s thirsty land. 

De Vaux of wealth saw never need. 
Save to purvey him arms and steed, 
And all the ore he deign’d to hoard 
Inlays his helm, and hilts his sword.’ 
Thus gently parting from their hold, 
He left, unmoved, the dome of gold. 


XXVIIT. 

And now the morning sun was high, 

Be Vaux was weary, faint, and dry ; 
When, lo ! a plashing sound he hears, 

A gladsome signal that he nears 
Some frolic water-run ; 

And soon lie reach’d a court-yard square, 
Where, dancing in the sultry air, 

Toss’d high aloft, a fountain fair 
Was sparkling in the sxm. 

On right and left, a fair arcade, 

In long perspective view display’d 
Alleys and bowers, for sun or shade : 

But, full in front, a door, 

Low-brow’d and dark, seem’d as it led 
To the lone dwelling of the dead, 

Whose memory was no more. 


■ XXXL 

Gentle Knight, a while delay,” 

Thus they sung, thy toilsonifi^ way, 
While we pay the duty due 
To our Master and to you. 

Over Avarice, over Fear, 

Love triumphant led thee hei’e ; 
Warrioi’, list to us, for we 
Are slaves to Love, are friends to thee, 
Though no treasured gems have we, 

To proffer on the bended knee. 

Though we boast nor arm nor heart, 
For the assagay or dart, 

Swains allow each simple girl 
Buby lip and teeth of pearl ; 

Or, if dangers more you prize, 
Flatterers find them in our eyes. 


■XXIX. 

Here stopp’d Be Vaux an instant’s space, 
To bathe his parched lips and face, 

And mark’d with well-pleased eye, 
Refracted on the fountain stream. 

In rainbow hues the dazzling beam 
Of that gay summer sky. 

His senses felt a mild control, 

Like that which lulls the weary soul, 
From contemplation high 
Relaxing, when the ear receives 
The music that the gi^eenwood leaves 
Make to the breezes’ sigh. 


Stay, then, gentle Warrior, stay, 
Best till evening steal on day ; 
Stay, 0 , stay I — in yonder bowers 
We will braid thy locks with flowe; 
Spread the feast and fill the wine, 
Charm thy ear with sounds divine. 
Weave our dances till delight 
Yield to langour, day to night. 


XXX. 

And oft in such a dreamy mood, 
The half-shut eye can frame 


* MS.— “ L«t those boasted gems and pearls 
Braid the liair of toy ..caught girls.'” 
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Then shall she you most approve, 

Sing the lays that best you love, 

Soft thy mossy couch shall spread, 

Watch thy pillow, prop thy head. 

Till the weary night be o’er — 

Gentle Warrior, wouldst tliou more ? 
Wouldst thou more, fair Warrior, — she 
Is slave to Love and slave to thee.” 

XXXII. 

O, do not hold it for a crime 
In the bold hero of my rhyme, 

For Stoic look, 

And meet rebuke. 

He lack’d the heart or time ; 

As round the band of sirens trip. 

He kiss’d one damsel’s laughing lip,^ 

And press’d another’s proffer’d hand. 
Spoke to them all in accents bland, 

But broke their magic circle through ; 

Kind Maids,” he said, adieu, adieu ! 
My fate, my fortune, forward lies.” 

He said, and vanish’d from their eyes ; 
But, as he dared that darksome way, 

Still heard behind their lovely lay : — 

** Fair Flower of Courtesy, depart ! 

Go, where the feelings of the heart 
With the warm pulse in concord move ; 
Go, where Virtue sanctions Love I’’ 

XXXIII. 

Downward Do Vaiix through darksome 
ways 

And ruin’d vaults has gone. 

Till issue from their wilder’d maze. 

Or safe retreat, seem’d none, — 

And e’en the dismal path he strays 
Grew worse as he went on. 

For cheerful sun, for living air. 

Foul vapours rise and mine-fires glare, 
Whose fearful light the dangers show’d 
That dogg’d him on that dreadful road. 
Deep pits, and lakes of waters dun, 

They show’d, but sliow’d not bow to 
slum. 

These scenes 2 of desolate despair. 

These smothering clouds of poison’d air, 
How gladly had De Vaux exchanged, 
Though ’twere to face yon tigers ranged ! 

Nay, soothful bards have said 
So perilous his state seem’d now, 

He wish’d him under arbour bough 
With Asia’s willing maid. 

When, joyful sound ! at distance near 
A trumpet flourish’d loud and clear. 

And as it ceased, a lofty lay 
Seem’d thus to chide his lagging way. 


XXXTV. 

Son of Honour, theme of story. 

Think on the reward before ye I 
Danger, darkness, toil despise ; 

’Tis Ambition bids thee rise. 

He that would her heights ascend. 
Many a weary step must wend ; 

Hand and foot and knee he tries ; 

Thus Ambition’s minions rise. 

" Lag not now, though rough the way, 
Fortune’s mood brooks no delay ; 

Grasp the boon that’s spread before ye, 
Monarch’s powder, and Conqueror’s glory 

It ceased. Advancing on the sound, 

A steep ascent the Wanderer found. 

And then a tuiTet stair : 

Nor climb’d he far its steepy round 
Till fresher blew the air. 

And next a welcome glimpse was given, 
That cheer’d him with the light of heaven. 

At length his toil had W’on 
A lofty hall Avith trophies dres’d, 

Where as to greet imperial guest, 

Four Maidens stood, Avhose crimson vest 
Was bound Avitli golden zone. 

XXXV. 

Of Europe seem’d the damsels all ; 

The first a nymph of lively Gaul, 

Whose easy step and laughing eye 
Her borrow’d air of awe belie ; 

The next a maid of Spain, 

Dark-eyed, dark-hair’d, sedate, yet bold ; 
White ivory skin and tress of gold. 

Her shy and bashful comrade told 
For daughter of Almaine. 

These maidens bore a royal robe. 

With crown, with sceptre, and with globe. 
Emblems of empery ; 

The foui'th a space behind them stood, 

And leant upon a harp, in mood 
Of minstrel ecstasy. 

Of merry England she, in dress 
Like ancient British Druidess. 

Her hair an azure fillet bound. 

Her graceful vesture swept the ground. 
And, in her hand display’d, 

A crown did that fourth Maiden hold. 

But unadorn’d with gems and gold. 

Of glossy laurel made. ^ 

XXXVL 

At once to brave De Vaux knelt down 
These foremost Maidens three, 


I MS.— “ As round the band of sirens press’d. 
One dauisel’s laughing lip he kissM.*” 


2 MS.— This state,’' &e. 

3 MS.— ‘ Of laurel leaves was made.’’' 
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And proffer’d sceptre, robe, and crown, 
Liegedom and seigiiorle. 

O’er many a region wide and fair, 
Destined, they said, for Arthur’s heii* ; 

But homage would he none : — ^ 
Rather,” he said, “ De Vaux would ride, 
A Warden of the Border-side, 

In plate and mail, than, robed in pride, 

A monarch’s empire own j 
Rather, far rather, would he be 
A free-born knight of England free, 

Than sit on Despot’s throne.” 

So pass’d he on, when that. fourth Maid, 
As starting from a trance, 

Upon the harp her finger laid ; 

Her magic touch the chords obey’d, 

Their soul awaked at once ! 


But what of pictured rich and rare * 
Could win De Taux's eye-glance, whoref 
Deep slumheidng in the fatal chair, 

He saw King Arthur’s child I 
Doubt, and anger, and dismay. 

From her brow had pass’d away, 

Forgot was that fell tourney-day, 

For, as she slept, she smiled : 

It seem'd, that the repentant Seer 
Her sleep of many a hundred year 
With gentle dreams beguiled. 


XXXVIII. 

That form of maiden loveliness, 

'Twixt childhood and ’twixt youtlL 
That ivory chair, that silvan dress. 

The arms and ankles bare, express 
Of Lyulph’s tale the truth. 

Still upon her garment’s hem 
Vaiioc’s blood made purple gem, 

And the wax’der of command 
Cumber’d still her sleeping hand ; 

Still her dark locks dishe veil’d flow 
From net of pearl o’er breast of snow’ ; 
And so fair the slumberer seems, 

That De Vaux impeach’d his dreams, 
Vapid all and void of might, 

Hiding half her charms from sight. 
Motionless a while he stands. 

Folds his arms and clasps his hands, 
Trembling in his fitful joy, 

Doubtful how he should destroy 
Long-enduring spell ; 

Doubtful, too, w’hen slowly rise 
Dark-fringed lids of Gyneth’s eyes, 
What these eyes shall tell. — 

" St George ! St Mary I can it be, 

That they will kindly look on me ! 


SONG OF THE FOURTH MAIDEN. 
“ Quake to your foundations deep, 
Stately Towers, and Banner’d Keep, 
Bid your vaulted echoes moan, 

As the dreaded step they own. 


Fiends, that wait on Merlin's spell, 
Hear the foot-fall ! mark it well ! 
Spread your dusky wings abroad, 2 
Boune ye for your homeward road ! 


It is His, the first who e’er 
Bared the dismal Hall of Fear ; 

His; who hath the snares defied 
Spread by Pleasure, Wealth, and Pride, 


Quake to your foundations deep. 
Bastion huge, and Turret steep ! ^ 
Tremble, Keep ! and totter, Tower ! 
This is Gyneth’s waiving hour.” 


XXXVIL 

Tlius while she sung, the venturous Knight 
Has reach’d a bower, where milder light ^ 
Through crimson curtains fell ; 

Such soften’d shade the hill receives. 

Her purple veil when twilight leaves 
Upon its western swell. 

That bower, the gazer to bewitch, 

Hath wondrous store of rare and rich 
As e’er was seen with eye ; 

For there by magic skill, I wis. 

Form of each thing that living is 
Was limn’d in proper dye. 

Ail seem’d to sleep — the timid hare 
On form, the stag upon his lair, 

The eagle in her eyrie fair 

Between the earth and sky. 


XXXIX. 

Gently, lo ! the Warrior kneels, 

Soft that lovely hand he steals. 

Soft to kiss, and soft to clasp — 

But the warder leaves his grasp ; 

Lightning flashes, I'olls the thunder * 
Gynetli startles from her sleep, 

Totters Tower, and trembles Keep, 

Burst the Castle-walls asunder I 
Fierce and frequent were the shocks, — . 
Melt the magic halls away ; 

But beneath their mystic rocks# 

In the ai'ms of bold De Vaux, 

Safe the princess lay ; 

Safe and free from magic power, 
Blushing like the rose’s flower 
Opening to the day ; 


But the finn knight passed on."” 
Spread your pennons all abroad, 
ajid battled keep,” 


soften’d light. 


MS.-— “ But what of rich oi’ what of rare. 
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And round the Champion’s brows were bound 
The crown that Druidess had wound. 

Of the green laurel-bay. 

And this was what remain’d of all 
The wealth of each enchanted hall, 

The Garland and the Dame : 

But where should Warrior seek the meed. 

Due to high worth for daring deed. 

Except from Loye and Fame ! 


CONCLUSION. 


My Lucy, when the Maid is won, 

The Minstrel’s task, thou know’st, is done ; 

And to require of bard 
That to his dregs the tale should run. 

Were ordinance too hard. 

Our lovers, briefly be it said, 

Wedded as lovers wont to wed,^ 

When tale or play is o’er ; 

Lived long and blest, loved fond and true, 
And saw a nnmerous race renew 
The honours that they bore. 

Know, too, that when a pilgrim strays, 

In morning mist or evening maze, 

Along the mountain lone, 

That fairy fortress often mocks 
His gaze upon the castled rocks 
Of the Valley of St. John ; 

But never man since brave De Vaux 
The charmed portal w'on. 


1 MS.*— ** Yet know, this maid and "virarrior too, 

Wedded as lovers wont to do.” 

2 MS.— “ That melts •whene’er the breezes blow, 

Or beams a cloudless sun.” 

s MS.— “ Silvan.” 

4 The MS. has not this couplet. 

5 “ The Bridal of Triermain is -vn-itten in the style of Mr. 
Walter Scott ; and if in magnis voluisse sat est, the author, 
■whatever may be the merits of his work, has earned the meed, 
at which he aspires. To attempt a serious imitation of the 
most popular living poet— and this imitation, not a short frag- 
ment, in which all his peculiarities might, with comparatively 
little difficulty, be concentrated— but a long and complete 
work, with plot, character, and maehineiy entirely new— and 
with no manner of resemblance, therefore, to a parody on any 
production of the origiiuil author this must be acknowledged 
an attempt of no timid daring.”— Magazine, 1817. 


The fate of this work must depend on its own merits, for 
it is not borne up by any of the adventitious circumstances 
that frequently contribute to literary success. It is ushered 
into the world in the most modest guise ; and the author, we 
believe, is entirely unkno'wn- Should it fail altogether of a 
favourable reception, we shall be disx^<^sed to abate something 
of the indignation -which we have occasionally expressed 


’Tia now a vain illusive show, 

That melts whene’er the sunbeams glow 
Or the fresh breeze hath blown.® 


But see, my love, where far below 
Our lingering wheels are moving slow, 

The whiles, up-gazing still, 

Our menials eye our steepy way, 
Marvelling, perchance, what wliim can stay 
Our steps, when eve is sinking grey, 

On this gigantic hill. 

So think the vulgar — Life and time 
Ring all their joys in one dull chime 
Of luxury and ease ; 

And, 0 1 beside these simple knaves. 

How many better bom are slaves 
To such coarse joys as these, — 

Dead to the nobler sense that glows 
Mlien nature’s grander scenes unclose ! 

But, Lucy, we will love them yet, 

The mountain’s misty® coronet, 

The green-ft^ood, and the w’old ; 

And love the more, that of their maze 
Adventure high of other days 
By ancient bards is told, 

Bringing, perchance, like my poor tale. 
Some moral truth in fiction’s veil :■* 

Kor love them less, that o’er the hill 
The evening breeze, as now, comes chill ; — 
My love shall wrap her -warm, 

And, fearless of the slippery w’ay, 

While safe she trips the heathy brae, 

Shall hang on Arthur’s arm. 

THE END OF TRIERMAIN,® 


against the extravagant gaudiness of modern publications, and 
imagine that there are readers whose suffrages are not to be 
obtained by a work without a name. 

The merit of the Bridal of Triermain, in our estimation, 
consists in its perfect simplicity, and in interweaving tiie re- 
finement of tnodern times with the peculiarities of the ancient 
metrical romance, -which are in no respect violated. In point 
of interest, the first and second cantos are superior to the 
third. One event naturally arises out of that which precedes 
it, and the eye is delighted and dazzled -with a series of mov- 
ing pictures, each of them remarkable for its individual splen- 
dour, and all contributing more or less directly to produce the 
ultimate result. The third canto is less profuse of incident, 
and somewhat more monotonous in its effect. This, we con- 
ceive, will be the impression on the first perusal of the poem. 
When we have leisure to mark the merits of the composition, 
and to separate them from the progress of the events, we are 
disposed to think that the extraordinary beauty of the de- 
scription will nearly compensate for the defect we hare already 
noticed. 

“ But it is not from the fiible that an adequate notion of the 
merits of this singular work can be formed. We have already 
spoken of it as an imitation of Mr. Scott’s style of composi- 
tion ; and if we are compelled to make the general approba- 
tion more precise and specific, -we should say, that if it be 
inferior in -rigour to some of his productions, it equals, or sur- 
passes them, in elegance and beauty j that it is more 
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tender, and far leas infected witli the unnatural prodigies and 
coarsenesses of the earlier romancers. In estimating its merits, 
however, wo should forget that it is offered as an imitation. 
The diction undoubtedly reminds us of a rhythm and cadence 
we have heard before ; but the sentiments, descriptions, and 
characters, have qualities that are native and unhorrowed. 

“ In his sentiments, the author has avoided the slight de- 
ficiency we ventured to ascribe to his prototype. The pic- 
tures of pure description are pej^petually illuminated with 
reflections that bring out their colouring, and increase their 
moral effect: these reflections are suggested by the scene, 
produced without effort, and. expressed with unaffected sim- 
plicity. The descriptions are spirited and striking, possessing 
an airiness suited to the mythology and manners of the times, 
though restrained by correct taste. Among the characters, 
many of which are such as we expect to find in this depart- 
ment of poetry, it is impossible not to distinguish that of 
Arthur, in which, identifying himself with his original, the 
author has contrived to unite the valour of the hero, the 
courtesy and dignity of the monarch, and the amiable weak- 
nesses of any ordinary mortal, and thus to present to us the 
express lineaments of the flower of chivalry.”— 

Ik L' lew, iyi3. 


With regard to this poem, we have often heard, from what 
may be deemed good authority, a very curious anecdote, wliich 
we shall give merely as such, without vouching for the truth 
of it. When the article entitled, ‘ The Inferno of Altisidora,’ 
appeared in the Edinburgh Annual Be^ster for 1809, it will 
oe remembered that the last fragment contained in that sin- : 
gular production, is the beginning of the romance ot Trier- ' 
main. Beport says, that the fragment was not meant to be an 
imitation of Scott, but qf Coleridge; and that, for this pur- 
pose, the author borrowed both the name of the hero and the 
scene from the then unpublished poem of Christabelle ; and 
further, that so few had ever seen the manuscript of that 
poem, that amongst these few the author of Triermain could 
not he mistaken. Be that as it may, it is well known, that on 
the appearance of this fragment in the Annual Begister, it was 
universally taken for an imitation of Walter Scott, and never 
once of Coleridge, The author perceiving this, and that the 
poem was well received, instantly set about drawing it out 
into a regular and finished work; for shortly after it was an- 
nounced in the papers, and continued to be so for three long 
years ; the author, as may be supposed, having, during that 
period, his hands occasionally occupied with heavier metal. 
In 1813, the poem was at last produced, avowedly and mani- 
festly as an imitation of Mr. Scott ; and it may easily be ob- 
served, that from the 27th page onward, it becomes much 
more decidedly like the manner of that poet, than it is in the 
preceding part which was published in the Begister, and 
which, undoubtedly, docs hear some similarity to Coleridge in 
the poetry, and more especially in the rhythm, as, e. g.— i 

‘ Harpers must lull him to his rest. 

With the slow tunes he loves the best. 

Till sleep sink down upon his breast. 

Like the dew on a summer hill.’ 

* It was the dawn of an autumn day ; 

The sim was struggling vith frost-fog grey. 

That, like a silvery crape, was spread 
Bound Skiddaw’s dim and distant head.” 

— * What time, or where 

Did she pass, that maid with the heavenly hrow. 

With her look so sweet, and her eyes so fair, 

And her graceful step, and her angel air. 

And the eagle-plume on her dark-brown hair, 

That pass’d from my bower e’en now 't *■ 


iiii w toiM 1lTl i - ‘...'I.., ' 


* Although it fell as faint and shy 

As bashful maiden’s half-form’d sigh. 

When she thinks her lover near.’ 

* And light they fell, as when earth receives, 

In morn of frost, the wither’d leaves. 

That drop when no winds blow.’ 

* Or if *twas hut an airy thing, 

Such as fantastic slumbers bring, 

Framed from the rainbow’s varying dyes, 

Or fading tints of western skies.* 

“ Tliese, it will be seen, are not exactly Coleridge, but they 
are precisely such an imitation of Coleridge as, we conceive, 
another poet of our acquaintance would write : on that ground, 
we are inclined to give some credit to the anecdote here re- 
lated, and from it we leave our readers to guess, as we have 
done, who is the author of the poem.”— 
zim. Api% 1817. 


The quarto of Eokeby was followed, within two months, by 
the small volume which had been designed fora twin-birth 
the MS. had been transcribed by one of the Ballantynes them- 
selves, in order to guard against any indiscretion of the press- 
people ; and the mystification, aided and abetted by Erskine, 
in no small degree hei|htened the interest of its reception. 

Scott says, in the Introduction to the Lord of the Isles, As 
Mr. Erskine was more than suspected of a taste for poetry, and 
as I took care, in several places, to mix something that might 
resemble (as far as was in my power) my friend’s feeling and 
manner, the train easily caught, and two large editions were 
sold.” Among the passages to which he here alludes, are no 
doubt those in which the character of the minstrel Arthur is 
shaded with the colourings of an almost effeminate gentleness. 
Yet, in the midst of them, the “ mighty minstrel” himself, 
from time to time, escapes ; as, for instance, where the lover 
bids Lucy, in that exquisite picture of crossing a mountain 
stream, trust to his “ stalwart arm,”— 

** Which could yon oak’s prone trunk uprear.” 

Nor can I pass the compliment to Scott’s own fair patroness, 
where Lucy’s admirer is made to confess, with some momen* 
tary lapse of gallantry, that ho 

Ne’er won— best meed to minstrel true— 

One favouring smile from fair Buccleuch 

nor the burst of genuine Borderism,— 

“ Bewcastle now must keep the hold, 

Speir- Adam’s steeds must bide in stall; 

Of Hartley-burn the bow-men bold 
Must only shoot from battled wall ; 

And Liddesdale may buckle spur. 

And Teviot now may belt the brand, 

Tarras and Ewes keep nightly stir, 

And Eskdale foray Cumberland.”— 

But, above all, the choice of the scenery, both of the Intr'o- 
ductions and of the story itself, reveals tlie early and treasured 
predilections of the poet. 

As a wnole, the Bridal of Triermain appears to me as cha- 
racteristic of Scott as any of his larger poems. His genius 
pervades and animates it beneath a thin and playful veil, 
which perhaps adds as much of -grace as it takes away ot 
splendour. As Wordsworth says of the eclipse on the lake of 
!■ Lugano— ■ ■ 

! ” *Tis sunlight sheathed and gently charm'd : ” 
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tffid I thinlc tRere is at once a lightness and a polish of versi- 
fication beyond what he has elsewhere attained. If it be a 
miniature, it is such a one as a Cooper might have hung fear- 
lessly beside the masterpieces of Vandyke. 

The Introductions contain some of the most exquisite pas- 
sages he ever produced ; but their general effect has always | 
struck me as unfortunate- No art can reconcile us to con- 
temptuous satire of the merest frivolities of modern life- 
some of them already, in twenty years, grown obsolete— inter- 
laid between, such bright visions of the old world of romance, 
when' ■ 


Strength was gigantic, valour high, 
And wisdom soar’d beyond the sky. 
And beauty had such matchless beam 
As lights not now a lover’s dream.” 


The fall is grievous, from the hoary minstrel of Newark, and 
his feverish tears on Kiliiecrankie, to a pathetic swain, viho 
can stoop to denounce as objects of his jealousy— 


‘ The landaulet and four blood-bajs— 

The Hessian boot and pantaloon.” 

Lockhart— A p of ScoU, vol. iv., pp. 






Note A. 

Collins, thread tJwmazeo/Fab'yland.’--''?. 377* 

Collins, accoiding to Johnson, “ by indulging some peculiar 
habits of thought, was eminently delighted with those flights 
of imagination which pass the bounds of nature, and to which 
the mind is reconciled only by a passive acquiescence m po- 
pular traditions. He loved fairies, genii, giants, and mon- 
sters ; he delightfid to rove through the meanders of enchant- 
ment, to gaze on the magnificence of golden palaces, to repose 
by the waterfalls of Elysian gardens.” 


Note B. 

The Baron of TrUfmain,--'?* 377- 

Triermain was a fief of the Barony of Gilsland, in Cumber- 
land; it was possessed by a Saxon family at the time of the 
Conquest, but, after the death of Gilmore, Lord of Tryer- 
maine and Torcrossock, Hubert Vaux gave Tryermaine and 
Torcrossock to Ms second son, Rauulph Vaux; which Ra- 
nulph afterwards became heir to his elder brother Robert, 
the founder oi Lanercost, who died without issue. Ranulph, 
being Lord of all Gilsland, gave Gilmore’s lands to his younger 
son, named Roland, and let the Barony descend to his eldest 
son Robert, son of Ranulph. Roland had issue Alexander, 
and he Ranulph, after whom succeeded Robert, and they 
were named Rolands successively, that were lords thereof, 
until the reign of Edward the Fourth. That house gave for 
arms, Vert, a bend dexter, chequy, or and gules.”— Bujrn’s 
Antiquities of Westmoreland and Cimbei^land, vol- ii. p. 482. 

This branch of Vaux, with its collateral alliances, is now 
represented by the family of Braddyl of Conishead Priory, in 
the county palatine of Lancaster; for it appears that about 
the time above mentioned, the house of Triermain was united 
to its kindred family Vaux of Caterlen, and, by marriage with 
the heiress of Delamore and Leyboume, became the represen- 
tative of those ancient and noble families. The male line 
failing in John de Vaux, about the year 1665, his daughter and 
heiress, Mabel, married Christopher Richmond, Esq. of High- 
head Castle, in the county of Cumberland, descended from an 
ancient family of that name. Lords of Corby Castle, in the 
same county, soon after the Conquest, and which they alie- 
nated about the 16th of Edward the Second, to Andrea de 
Harcla, Earl of Carlisle. Of this family was $ir Thomas de 
Eaigemont, (miles auratus,^ in the reign of King Edward the 
First, who appears to have greatly distinguished himself at 
the siege of Kaerlaveroc, with William, Baron of Leyboume. 
2n an ancient heraldic poem, now extant, and preserved in 


the British Museum, describing that siege, t his arms are stated 
to be, Or, 2 Bars Gemelles Gnles, and a Chief Or, the same 
borne by his descendants at the present day. The Richmonds 
removed to their Castle of Highhead in the reign of Henry 
the Eighth, when the then representative of the family mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of Sir Hugh Lowther, by the Lady 
Dorothy de Cliflbrd, only child by a second marriage of Henry 
Lord Clifford, great grandson of John Lord Clifford, by Eliza- 
beth Percy, daughter of Henry {surnamed Hotspur) by Eliza- 
beth Mortimer, which said Elizabeth was daughter of Edward 
Mortimer, third Earl of Marche, by Philippa, sole daughter 
and heiress of Lionel, Duke of Clarence. 

The third in descent from the above-mentioned John Rich- 
mond, became the representative of the families of Vaux, of 
Triermain, Caterlen, and Torcrossock, by Ms marriage with 
Mabel de V'aux, the heiress of them. His grandson, Henry 
Richmond, died without issue, leaving five sisters co-heir- 
esses, four of whom married ; but Margaret, who married 
William Gale, Esq. of Whitehaven, was the only one who had 
male issue surviving. She had a son, and a daughter married 
to Henry Curwen of Workington, Esq., who represented the 
county of Cumberland for many years in Parliament, and by 
her had a daughter, married to John Christian, Esq. (now 
Curwen.) John, son and heir of William Gale, married Saran, 
daughter and heiress of Christopher Wilson of Bardsea Hall, 
in the county of Lancaster, by Margaret, aunt and co-heiress 
of Thomas Braddyl, Esq. of Braddyl, and Conishead Priory, 
in the same county, and had issue four sons and two daugh- 
ters. 1st, William Wilson, died an infant ; 2d, Wilson, who 
upon the death of Ms cousin, Thomas Braddyl, without issue, 
succeeded to his estates, and took the name of Braddyl, in 
pursuance of his \vill, by the King’s sign-manual ; 3d, Wil- 
liam, died young ; and, 4th, Henry Richmond, a lieutenant- 
general of the army, married Sarah, daughter of the Rev. R. 
Baldwin ; Margaret married Richard Greaves Townley, Esq. 
of Fulbourne, in the county of Cambridge, and of Bellfield, in 
the county of Lancaster ; Sarah married to George Bigland of 
Bigland Hall, in the same county. Wilson Braddyl, eldest 
son of John Gale, and grandson of Margaret Richmond, mar- 
ried Jane, daughter and heiress of Matthias Gale, Esq. of Cat- 
gill Hall, in the county of Cumberland, by Jane, daughter and 
heiress of the Rev. S. Bennet, D.D. ; and, as the eldest sur- 
viving male branch of the families above-mentioned, he quar- 
ters, in addition to his own, their paternal coats in the follow- 
ing order, as appears by the records in the College of Arms. 
1st, Argent, a fess azure, between 3 saltiers of the same, 
charged with an anchor between 2 lions’ heads erased, or,— 
Gale. 2d, Or, 2 bars gemelles gules, and a chief or,— Rich- 
mond. 3d, Or, a fess chequey, or and gules between 9 gexbes 
gules, — Vaux of Caterlen. 4th, Gules, a fess chequey, or and 
gules between 6 gerbes or,— Vaux of Torcrossock. 6th, Ar* 


1 This poem has been recently edited by Sir Nicolas Harris 
Nicholas, 1833, 
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gent, (not vert, m stated hy Burn,) a "bend cheqtiey, or and tirements look like haunts of evil spirits. There was no do. 
fiules, for Vanx of Triennain. 6th, Gules, a cross patonce, or, luszon in the report ; we were soon convinced of its truth ; for 
— Delainore. 7th, Gules, 6 lions rampant argent, 3, 2, and 1, this piece of antiquity, so venerable and noble in its aspect, as 
— Leybonme. — This more detailed genealogy of the family of we drew near, changed its figure, and proved no other than a 
Triermain was obligingly sent to the author hy Major Braddyll shaken massive pile of rocks, which stand in the midst of this 
of Ooniahead Priory. little vale, disunited from the adjoining mountains, and have 

so much the real form and resemblance of a castle, that they 
bear the name of the Castle Rocks of St. John.’'— Hutchih- 
■■ ■ • son’s £fte ikzfteir, p. 121, 


He pass'd red Penrith's Table B.ound.--’V. 379. 


A circular intrenchment, about half a mile from Penrith, is 
thus popularly termed. The circle within the ditch is about 
one hundred and sixty paces in circumference, with openings, 
or approaches, directly opposite to each other. As the ditch is 
on the inner side, it could not be intended for the nnrnose at 
defence, and it has reasonably been conjecturett, tnat the en- 
closure was designed for the solemn exercise of feats of chi- 
valry, and the embankment around for the convenience of the 
spectators. 


Thefiawer of Chivalry, 

There Galaad sate with matily grace, 
Yet maidcii meekness in his face y 
vmere Morolt of the iron mace. 

And love-lorn Tristrem there.- 


The characters named in the stanza are all of them more or 
less distinguished in the romances which treat of King Arthur 
and his Round Table, and their names are strung together 
according to the established custom of minstrels upon such 
occasions ; for example, in the ballad of the Marriage of Sir 
Gawaine 

** Sir Lancelot, Sir Stephen bolde. 

They rode with them that daye. 

And, foremost of the companye, 

There rode the atewarde Kaye. 


Mayburgh's mound,— P. 379. 


Higher up the river Eamont than Arthur’s Round Table, is 
a prodigious enclosure of great antiquity, formed by a collec- 
tion of atones upon the top of a gently sloping hill, called May- 
burgh. In the plain which it encloses there stands erect an 
unhewn stone of twelve feet in height. Tw'o similar masses 
are said to have been destroyed during the memory of man. 
The whole appears to be a monument of Druidical times. 


“ Soe did Sir Banier, and Sir Bore, 
And eke Sir Garratte keen, 

Sir Tristrem too, that gentle knight, 
To the forest fresh and greene.” 


Lancelot, that ever more 

Look'd stolen-wise on Ike Queen.— P. 38S. 


The Monarch, breathless and amazed, 

Back on the fatal castle gazed 

Nor tower nor donjon could he spy, 
IkLrkemng against the morning sky.— 


Upon this delicate subject hear Richard Robinson, citizen 
of London, in his Assertion of King Arthur :— ** But as it is a 
thing sufficiently apparent that she (Guenever, wife of King 
Arthur,) was beautiful, so it is a thing doubted whether she 
was chaste, yea or no. Truly, so far as I can with honestie, I 
would spare the impayred honour and fame of noble women. 
But yet the truth of the historie plnckes me by the eare, and 
willeth not onely, but commandeth me to declare what the 
ancients have deemed of her. To wrestle or contend with so 
great authoritie were indeede unto mei a coiitroversie, and 
that grQB.ie.*'—Assertmi of King Arthure, Imprinted by John 
Wolfe, London, 1582. 


“ TVe now gained a view of the Vale of St. John’s, a 

very narrow dell, hemmed in by mountains, through which a 
small brook makes many meanderings, washing little enclo- 
sures of grass-ground, which stretch up the rising of the hills. 
In the widest part of the dale you are struck with the appear- 
ance of an ancient ruined castle, which seems to stand upon 
the summit of a little mount, the mountains around forming 
an amphitheatre. This massive bulwark shows a front of va- 
rious towers, and makes an awful, rude, and Gothic appear- 
ance, with its lofty turrets and ragged battlements; we traced 
the galleries, the bending arches, the buttresses. The great- 
est antiquity stands characterised in its architecture ; the in- 
habitants near it assert it is an antediluvian structure. 

** The traveller’s curiosity is roused, and he prepares to 
make a nearer approach, when that curiosity is put upon the 
rack, by his being assured, that, if he advances, certain genii 
who govern the place, by virtue of their supernatural art and 
necromancy, will strip it of all its beauties, and by enchant- 
ment, transform the magic walls. The vale seems adapted 
for the habitation of such beings ; its gloomy recesses and re- 


Note H. 


There were two who loved Cicir neighbour's wives. 
And one who loved his own.— P. 386. 


” In our forefathers’ tyme, when Papistjie, as a standyng 
poole, covered and overflowed all England, fewe books wer« 
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as Sir Launcelot, witli tlie wife of Kiiig Artliur, Ms master; 
Sir Tristram, with the wife of King Marke, his nncle; Sir 
Lamerocke, with the wife of King Lote, that was his own 
annt. This is good stuffe for wise men to laugh at ; or honest 
men to take pleasure at : yet I know when God’s Bible was 
banished the Court, and La Morte d’Arthure received into the 
Piince*s chamher/’—AscHAM’s 


read in our tongue, sarying certaine hookes of chevalrie, as 
they said, for pastime and pleasure ; which, as some say, were 
made in the monasteries, hy idle monks or wanton chanons. 
As one, for example, La Morte d’Arthuref the whole plea- 
sure of which book standeth in two speciall poynts, in open 
manslaughter and bold bawdrye j in which booke they be 
counted the noblest knightes that do kill most men without 
any quarrell, and commit fo wlest adonlteries by sutlest ahiftes ; 



A POEM, IN SIX CANTOS, 


NOTICE TO EDITION 1833. The sense of this risk, joined to the consciousness of 

striving; against wind and tide, made the task of com-^ 
The composition of The Lord of the Isles,” as we posing the proposed Poem somewhat heavy and hope- 
Mow have it in the Author's MS., seems to have been less ; but, like the prize-fighter in “ As You Like it,” 
begun at Abbotsford, in the autumn of 1814, and it I was to wrestle for my reputation, and not neglect 
ended at Edinburgh the 16th of December. Some any advantage. In a most agreeable pleasure-voyage, 
part of Canto I. had probably been committed to which I have tried to commemorate in the Iiitrodue- 
writing in a rougher fonn earlier in the year. The tion to the new edition of the Pirate,” I visited, in 
original quarto appeared on the of January 1815.^ social and friendly company,- the coasts and islands 
It may be mentioned, that those parts of this Poem of Scotland, and made myself acquainted with the lo- 
which were written at Abbotsford, were composed calities of which I meant to treat. But this voyage, 
almost all in the presence of Sir Walter Scott’s which was in every other effect so delightful, was in 
family, and many in that of casual visitors also : the its conclusion saddened by one of those strokes of fate 
original cottage wliich he then occupied not affording which so often mingle themselves with our pleasures, 
him any means of retirement. Neither conversation The accomplished and excellent person who had re- 
nor music seemed to disturb him. commended to me the subject for The Lay of the 

Last Minstrel,” and to whom I proposed to inscribe 

what I already suspected might be the close of my 

poetical labours, was unexpectedly removed from the 
INTRODUCTION TO EDITION 1833. world, which she seemed only to have visited for pur- 
poses of kindness and benevolence. It is needless to 
I COULD hardly have chosen a subject more popular in say how the author’s feelings, or the composition of 
Scotland, than any thing connected with the Bruce’s his trifling work, were affected by a circumstance 
history, unless I had attempted that of Wallace. But which occasioned so many tears and so much sorrow.*'* 
I am decidedly of opinion, that a popular, or what is True it is, that The Lord of the Isles” was con- 
called a iah‘7?^ title, though well qualified to ensure eluded, unwillingly and in haste, under the X)ainful 
the publishers against loss, and clear their shelves of feeling of one who has a task which must be finished, 
the original impression, is rather apt to be hazardous rather than with the ardour of one who endeavours to 
than otherwise to the reputation of the author. He perform that task well. Although the Poem cannot 
who attempts a subject of distinguished popularity, be said to have made a favourable impression on the 
lias not the privilege of awakening the enthusiasm of public, the sale of fifteen thousand copies enabled the 
his audience ; on the contrary, it is already awakened, author to retreat from the field with the honours of 
and glows, it may be, more ardently than that of the 

author liimself. In this case, the warmth of the au- In the meantime, what was necessarily to he consi- 
thor is inferior to that of the party whom he addresses, dered as a failure, was much reconciled to my feelings 
who has, therefore, little chance of being, in Bayes’s by the success attending my attempt in another spe- 
phrase, elevated and surprised” by what he has ; cies of composition. Waverley” had, under strict 
thought of with more enthusiasm than the writer. | incognito, taken its flight from the press, just before 


J Published by Archibald Constable and Co., £2, 2s. visiting the Giant’s Causeway, and hnmediately returned 

home. 

2 Sir Walter Scott’s Joaraal of this TOjage, some fragments . passed throngliEainburglionWsretnm from his 

of O iiica were printed in the Edinburgh Annaal Eogister for negotiation as to the Lord of the Isles, which had 

KIW, IS now pven entire in hisLifehy Lockhart, vol. iv. chap, protracted through several months, was completed- 

' Constable agreeing to give fifteen hundred guineas for one half 

3 Harriet, Dnehess of Bucdeuch, died 24th August 1814. of the copy right, while the other moiety was retained by thw 
Sir Walter Scott received the mournful intelligence while author.”— vol. iv. p. 394. 



SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS 


I set out upon the voyage already mentioned ; it had 
now made its way to popularity, and the success of 
that work and the volumes which followed^ was suffi- 
cient to have satisfied a greater appetite for applause 
than I have at any time possessed.^ 

I may as well add in this place, that, being much 
urged by my intimate friend, now nnhappUy no mores 
William Erskine, (a Scottish judge, by the title of 
Lord Kinedder,) I agreed to write the little romantic 
tale called the Bridal of Triermain but it was on 
the condition, that he should make no serious effort 
to disown the composition, if report should lay it at 
his door. As he was more than suspected of a taste 
for poetry, and as I took care, in several places, to mix 
something which might resemble (as far as was in my 
power) my friend^'s feeling and manner, the train 
easily caught, and two large editions were sold. A 
third being called for, Lord Kinedder became unwill- 
ing to aid any longer a deception which was going 
farther than he expected or desired, and the real au- 
thor’s name was given. Upon another occasion, I 
sent up another of these trifles, which, like schoolboy’s 
kites, served to show how the wind of popular taste 


was setting. The manner was supposed to be that of 
a rude minstrel or Scald, in opposition to the Bridal 
of Triermain,” which was designed to belong rather 
to the Italian school. This new fugitive piece was 
called Harold the Dauntless and I am still asto- 
nished at my having committed the gross error of se- 
lecting the very name which Lord Byron had made 
so famous. It encountered rather an odd fate. My 
ingenious friend, Mr, James Hogg, had published, 
about the same time, a work called the ^‘ Poetic Mir- 
ror,” containing imitations of the principal living 
poets.® There was in it a very good imitation of my 
own style, which bore such a resemblance to Harold 
the Dauntless,” that there vras no discovering the ori- 
ginal from the imitation ; and I believe that many who 
took the trouble of thinking upon the subject, were 
rather of opinion that my ingenious Mend was the 
true, and not the fictitious Simon Pure. Since this 
period, which was in the year 1817, the Author has 
not been an intruder on the public by any poetical 
work of importance. 


Abbotsfoed, April 1830. 


1 The first edition of Waverley appeared in July 1814. 

2 “ Harold the Danntiesa'* was first published in a small 

issmc valumet January 1817, ' 


Mr. Hogp*s “ Poetic Mirror” appeareil in October iai& 





ADVERTISExMENT TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


The scene of this Poem lies, at first, in the Castle of Arto}’?iish, on the coast of Arrifieshire ; and, aflemards, 
in the Islands of Shye and Arran, and iiiyon the coast of Ayrshire. Finally, it is laid near Stirling. Tlw story 
opens in the spring of the year 1307, wlmz Bniee, who had been driven out of Scotland hy the English, and the 
Barom who adhered to that foreign interest, returned from the Isla7id of Rachrm on the coast of Irelard, again to 
assert his claims to the Scottish crowzi. Many of the personages and incidents introduced are of historical celehrUy. 
The authoriiks used are chiefly time of the venerddeLord Hailes, as well e7iiiiled to he called the restorer of Scottish 
history, as Bruce the restorer of Scottish monarchy ; and of Archdeacon Barhozir, a correct edition of whose 
Metricod History of Robert Bruce ^ will soo7i, X trust, appear, under tlte care of my learned friend, the R&o. Hr 
Jamieson. 


Abbotsford, lOih December, 1814.® 


1 The work alluded to appeared in 1820, under the title of 
** The Bruce and Wallace.” 2 vols. 4to. 

2 " Here is another genuine lay of the great Minstrel, with 
all his characteristic faults, heautiesj and irregularities. The 
same glow of colouring-— the same eneigy of narration— the 
same amplitude of description, axe conspicuous here, which 
distinguish all his other productions ; with the same still more 
characteristic disdain of puny graces and small originalities — 
the true poetical hardihood, in the strength of which he urges 
on his Pegasus fearlessly through dense and rare, and aiming 
gallantly at the great ends of truth and effect, stoops hut 
rarely to study the means hy which they are to he attained— 
avails himseli:^ without scruple, of common sentiments and 
common images wherever they seem fitted for his pui-poses— 
and is original by the very boldness of his borrowing, and im- 
pressive hy his disregard of epigram and emphasis. 

*■ Though hearing all these marks of the master’s hand, the 
work before us does not come up, in interest, to the Lady of 
the Itake, or even to Marmion. There is less connected story ; 
and, what there is, is less skilfully complicated and disen- 
tangled, and less diversified with change of scene, or variety 
of character. In the scantiness of the narrative, and the 
broken and discontinuous order of the events, as well as the in- 
artificial insertion of detached descriptions and morsels of 
ethical reflection, it bears more resemblance to the earliest of 
the author’s greater prodnetions ; and suggests a comparison, 
perhaps not altogether to his advantage, with the structure 
and execution of the Lay of the Last Minstrel for though 
there is probably more force and substance in the latter parts 
of the present work, it is certainly inferior to that enchanting 
performance in delicacy and sweetness, and even— is it to be 
wondered at, after four such publications ?— in originality. 

‘"The title of * The Lord of the Isles,’ has been adopted, we 


presume, to match that of ‘ The Lady of the Lake ; * but there 
is no analogy in the stories— nor does the title, on this occa- 
sion, correspond very exactly with the contents. It is no un- 
usual misfortune, indeed, for the author of a modern Epic to 
have his hero turn out but a secondary personage, in the gra- 
dual unfolding of the story, while some unruly underling runs 
off with the whole glory and interest of the poem. But hero 
the author, we conceive, must have been aware of the mis- 
nomer from the beginning ; the true, and indeed the osten- 
sible hero being, from the very first, no less a person than 
King Bobert Bmce .” — Edinlurgh BeviaVf No. xlviii. 1815 

« If it be possible for a poet to bestow upon his writings a 
superfluous degree of care and correction, it may also be pos- 
sible, we should suppose, to bestow too little. Whether this 
be the case in the poem before us, is a point upon which Mr, 
Scott can possibly form a much more competent judgment 
than ourselves ; we can only say, that without possessing 
greater beauties than its predecessors, it has certain violations 
of propriety, both in the language and in the composition of 
the story, of which the former efforts of his muse afforded 
neither BO many nor such striking examples. 

« We have not now any quarrel with Mr. Scott on account 
of the measure which he has chosen ; still less on account of 
his subjects ; we believe that they are both of them not only 
pleasing in themselves, but well adapted to each other, and 
to the bent of his peculiar genius. On the contrary, it is be- 
cause we admire his genius, and are partial to the subjects 
which he delights in, that we so much regret he should leave 
room for any difference of opinion respecting them, merely 
from not bestowing upon his publications that common degree 
of labour and meditation wMch we cannot help saying it is 
scarcely decorous to yntlihQld,.***'^QuarterlyB^ No. xxvL 
July, 1815. 



SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS, 


So shalt tliou list, and liapiy not unmoved, 

To a wild tale of Albyn’s warrior day ; 

In distant lands, by the rough West reproved, 

Still live some relics of the ancient lay. 

For, when on Coolin’s hills the lights decay. 

With such the Seer of Skye^ the eve beguiles ; 

’Tis known amid the pathless wastes of Eeay, 

In Harries known, and in Iona’s piles. 

Where rest from mortal coil the Mighty of the Isles, 


Hn'is £tf n)t 


CANTO FIRST. 


Autumn departs— but still his mantle’s fold 
Bests on the groves of noble Somerville,^ 

Beneath a shroud of russet dropp’d with gold 
Tweed and Ms tributaries mingle still ; 

Hoarser the wind, and deeper sounds the rill. 

Yet lingering notes of silvan music swell, 

The deep-toned cushat, and the redbreast shrill ; 
And yet some tints of summer splendour tell 
When the broad sun sinks down on Ettrick’s western 


Wake, Maid of Lorn 1” the Minstrels sung. 
Thy rugged halls, Artomish! rung,® 

And the dark seas, thy towers that lave, 
Heaved on the beach a softer wave, 

As ’mid the tuneful choir to keep 
The diapason of the Deep. 

Lull’d were the winds on Inninmore, 

And green Loch-Alline’s woodland shore, 

As if wild woods and waves had pleasure 
In listing to the lovely measure. 

And ne’er to symphony more sweet 
Gave mountain echoes® answer meet, 

Since, met from mainland and from isle, 
Deem’st thou these sadden’d scenes have pleasure | Boss, Arran, Hay, and Argyle, 
still, j Each minstrel’s tributary lay 

Paid homage to the festal day. 

Dull and dishonour’d were the bard, 
Worthless of guerdon and regard, 

Deaf to the hope of minstrel fame, 

Or lady’s smiles, his noblest aim, 

■Who on that mom’s resistless call 
Were silent in Artoriiish hall. 


Antumn departs — from Gala’s- fields no more 
Come rural sounds our kindred banks to cheer ; 
Blent with the stream, and gale that wafts it o’er, 
No more the distant reaper’s mirth we hear. 

The last blithe shout hath died upon our ear, 

And harvest-home hath hush’d the clanging wain, 
On the waste hill no forms of life appear. 

Save where, Md laggard of the autumnal train, 
Some age-stmek wanderer gleans few ears of scatter’d 
' ■ grain. ■ , 


Lovest thou through Autumn’s fading realms to 
stray, 

To see the heath-fiower wither’d on the hill. 

To listen to the w^ood’s expiring lay, 

To note the red leaf shivering on the spray, 

To mark the last bright tints the mountain stain. 
On the waste fields to trace the gleaner’s way, 
And moralize on mortal joy and pain?— 

0 ! if such scenes thou lovest, scorn not the minstrel 
strain. 


“ Wake, Maid of Lorn !” ’twas thus they sung, 
And yet more proud the descant rung, 

Wake, Maid of Lorn ! high right is ours, 

To charm dull sleeps from Beauty’s bowers; 
Earth, Ocean, Air, have nought so shy 
But owns the power of minstrelsy. 

In Lettermore the timid deer 
Will pause, the harp’s wild chime to hear ; 
Bude Heiskar’s seal through surges dark 
Will long pursue the minstrel’s bark ; ® 

To list his notes, the eagle proud 
Will poise him on Ben-Cailliach’s cloud ; 


No ! do not scorn, although its hoarser note 
Scarce with the cushat’s homely song can rie^ 
Though faint its beauties as the tints remote 
That gleam through mist in autumn’s evening sky, 
And few as leaves that tremble, sear and dry, 
When wild November hath his bugle wound; 

Nor mock my toil — lonely gleaner I,® 

Through fields time-wasted, on sad inquest bound, 
Where happier hards of yore have richer harvest 
found. 


1 John> fifteenth Lord Somerville, illustrious for his patrio- here stands for the poet’s neighbour and tinsnian, am 
tic devotion to the science of agriculture, resided frequently »auch attached friend, John Scott, Esq. of Gala, 
in his beautiful villa called the Pavilion, situated on the Tweed 3 MS.— an humble gleaner I.” 

over against Melrose, and was an intimate friend and almost ^ « the aged of Skye.’* 

daily companion of the poet, from whose windows at Abbots- ® See Appendix, Note A. 

ford his lordship’s plantations formed a prominent object. ® MS.— “ Made mountain echoes,” 

Lord S. died in 1819. 7 MS. right is ours 

s The river Gala, famous in song, flows into the Tweed a summon sleep,” &c. 

fe w hundred yards below Abbotsford , but probably the word ® See Appendix, Note B. 
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I'hen let not Maiden’s ear disdain 
The summons of the minstrel train. 

But. while our harps wild music make, 

Edith of Lorn, awake, awake I 

III. 

O wake, while Dawn, with dewy sliine, 
Wakes Nature’s charms to vie with thine! 
She bids the mottled thrush rejoice 
To mate thy melody of voice ; 

The dew that on the violet lies 
Mocks the dark lustre of thine eyes ; 

But, Edith, wake, and all we see 
Of sweet and fair shall yield to thee !” — 

She comes not yet,” grey Ferrand cried ; 
Brethren, let softer spell he tried, 

Those notes prolong’d, that soothing theme, 
Which best may mix with Beauty’s dream, 
And whisper, with their silvery tone, 

The hope she loves, yet fears to own.” 

He spoke, and on the harp-strings died 
The strains of flattery and of pride ; 

More soft, more low, more tender fell 
The lay of love he hade them tell. 

IV. 

“ Wake, Maid of Lorn ! the moments fly, 
Which yet that maiden-name allow ; 
Wake, Maiden, wake 1 the hour is nigh. 
When Love shall claim a plighted vow. 

By Fear, thy bosom’s fluttering guest, 

By Hope, that soon shall fears remove. 

We bid thee break the bonds of rest, 

And wake thee at the call of Love ! 

Wake, Edith, wake ! in yonder bay 
Lies many a galley gaily mann’d. 

We hear the merry pibrochs play. 

We see the streamers’ silken band. 

What Chieftain’s praise these pibrochs swell, 
What crest is on these banners wove, 

The harp, the minstrel, dare not tell' — 

The riddle must he read by Love.” 

■ ■ V., 

Retired her maiden train among, 

Edith of Lorn received the song,^ 

But tamed the minstrel’s pride had been 
That had her cold demeanour seen ; 

For not upon her cheek awoke 

The glow of pride when Flattery spoke, 

Nor could their tenderest nimibers bring 
One sigh responsive to the string. 

As vainly had her maidens vied 
In skill to deck the princely bride. 


i MS.—** Eetirod amid lior menial train, 

Edith of Lorn received the strain.” 

® MS.— ** The train upon the pavement „ 
Then to the floor descending i ' ' 


Her locks. In dark-brown length array’d, 
Cathleen of Ulne, ’twas thine to braid ; 
Young Eva with meet reverence drew 
On the light foot the silken shoe. 

While on the ankle’s slender round 
Those strings of pearl fair Bertha wound, 
That, bleach’d Lochryan’s depths within, 
Seem’d dusky still on Edith’s skin. 

But Einion, of experience old, 

Had weightiest task — the mantle’s fold 
In many an artful plait she tied, 

To show the form it seem’d to hide, 

Till on the floor descending roll’d® 

Its weaves of crimson blent with gold. 

VI. 

O ! lives there now so cold a maid, 

Who thus in beauty’s pomp array’d, 

In beauty’s proudest pitch of power. 

And conquest won — the bridal hour — 
With every charm that wins the heart, 

By Nature given, enhanced by Art, 

Gould yet the fair reflection view, 

In the bright mirror pictured true, 

And not one dimple on her cheek 
A tell-tale consciousness bespeak? — 

Lives still such maid? — Fair damsels, say. 
For further vouches not my lay, 

Save that such lived in Britain’s isle, 

When Lorn’s bright Edith scorn’d to smile. 

VII. 

But Morag, to whose fostering care 
Proud Lorn had given his daughter fair, 
Morag, who saw a mother’s aid ^ 

By all a daughter’s love repaid, 

(Strict was that bond — most kind of all — 
Inviolate in Highland hall) — > 

Grey Morag sate a space apart, 

In Edith’s eyes to read her heart. 

In vain the attendants’ fond appeal 
To Morag’s skill, to Morag’s zeal ; 

She mark’d her child receive their care, 
Cold as the image sciilpjtured fair, 

(Form of some sainted patroness,) 

Wbich cloister’d maids combine to dress ; 
She mark’d — and knew her nursling’s 
heart 

In the vain pomp took little part. 

Wistful a while she gazed — then press’d 
The maiden to her anxious breast 
In finish’d loveliness— and led 
To where a turret’s airy head, 

Slender and steep, and battled round, 
O’erlook’d, dark Mull ! thy mighty Sound,* 


3 MS.—-* But Morag, v'lio the maid had prtii-.sM, 
All infant, to her fostering breast, 

And seen a mother’s early aid,” &c. 

* See Appendix, Note C, 
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Telling of banners proudly borne, 

Of pealing bell and bugle-liorn, 

Or, theme more dear, of robes of price, 
Crownlets and gauds of rare device. 

But thou, experienced as thou art, 

Think’st thou with these to cheat the heart. 
That, bound in strong affection’s chain. 
Looks for return and looks in vain? 

No I sum thine Edith’s wretched lot 
In these bnef words^He loves her not ! 


Where thwarting tides, with mingled roar. 
Part thy swarth hills from Morven’s shore. 


viir. 

“ Daughter,” she said, " these seas behold. 
Round twice a hundred islands roll’d, 
From Hirt, that hears their northern roar. 
To the green Hay’s fertile shore 
Or mainland turn, where many a tower 
Owns thy hold brother's feudal power, ^ 
Each on its own dark cape reclined, 

And listening to its own wild wind, 

From where Mingarry, sternly placed, 
O’erawes the woodland and the waste,® 

To where Dunstaffnage hears the raging 
Of Connal with his rocks engaging. 
Think’st thou, amid this ample round, 

A single brow but thine has frown’d, 

To sadden this auspicious mom, 

That bids the daughter of high Lorn 
Impledge her spousal faith to wed 
The heir of mighty Somerled 1 ^ 

Ronald, from many a hero sprung. 

The fair, the valiant, and the young, 

Loed oe the Isles, whose lofty name ® 

A thousand hards have ^ven to fame, 

The mate of monarchs, and allied 
On equal terms with England’s pride.—- 
From chieftain’s tower to bondsman’s cot. 
Who hears the tale,® and triumphs not? 
The damsel dons her best attire, 

The shepherd lights his beltane fire, 

Joy, joy I each warder’s horn hath sung, 
Joy, joy ! each matin hell hath rung ; 

The holy priest says grateful mass, 

Loud shouts each hardy galla-glass, 

No mountain den holds outcast boor. 

Of heart so dull, of soul, so poor, 

But he hath flung his task aside. 

And claim’d this mom for holy-tide ; 

Yet, empress of tliis joyful day, 

Edith is sad while all are gay.” — 


“ Debate it not— too long I strove 
To call his cold observance love. 

All blinded by the league that styled 
Edith of Lorn, — while yet a child, 

She tripp’d the heath by Morag’s side,— 
The brave Lord Ronald’s destined bride. 
Ere yet I saw him, while afar 
His broadsword blazed in Scotland’s war, 
Train’d to believe our fates the same, 

My bosom throhh’d when Ronald’s name 
Came gracing Fame’s heroic tale, 

Like perfume on the summer gale. 

What pilgrim sought our halls, nor told 
Of Ronald’s deeds in battle bold ; 

Who touch’d the harp to heroes’ praise, 
But his achievements swell’d the lays ? 
Even Morag— not a tale of fame 
Was hers hut closed with Ronald’s name, 
He came 1 and all that had been told 
Of his high worth seem’d poor and cold, 
Tame, lifeless, void of energy, 

Unjust to Ronald and to me ! 


Since then, what thought had Edith’s heart 
And gave not plighted love its part I — 

And what requital ? 7 cold delay — 

Excuse that shunn’d the spousal day. — 

It dawns, and Ronald is not here ! — 

Hunts he Bentalla’s nimble deer,® 

Or loiters he in secret dell 
To bid some lighter love farewell, 

And swear, that though he may not scorn 
A daughter of the House of Lorn,® 

Yet, when these formal rites are o’er. 

Again they meet, to part no more? ” 


Proud Edith’s soul came to her eye, 
Resentment check’d the struggling sign- 
Her hurrying hand indignant dried 
The burning tears of injured pride — 

" Morag, forbear ! or lend thy praise 
To swell yon hireling harpers’ lays ; 
Make to yon maids thy boast of power, 
That they may waste a wondering hour, 


XII. 

— Hush, daughter, hush ! thy doubts remove, 
More nobly think of Ronald’s love. 


When, from that hour, had Edith’s heart 
A thought, and Ronald lack’d Ms part I 
And -what her guerdon ? ” 


^ See Appendix, Note D. 

s MS. “father’s feudal power. 

3 See Appendix, Note E. 

* See Appendix, Note E. 

» See Appendix, Note G 
«MS.— “Thene-ws.” 


8 MS.— “ And on its dawn the bridegroom lags 

Hunts he Bentalla’s nimble stags ? ” 

9 See Appendix, Note H. 
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» MS.- 


* Since da^vn of morn, witli vacant eyes 
Yoimg Eva view’d tlie course she tries.” 


‘ tlie Ibreakers’ verge ” 


i MS.— '“ That hears to fight some valiant knight.’ 

6 MS.— As the gay nobles give the boor, 

When, toiling in his task obscure. 

Their greatness passes by.” 

6 MS.— “She held unchallenged way.” 


XIII. 

Sweet thought, hut vain ! — No, Morag I mark. 
Type of his course, yon lonely bark, 

That oft hath shifted helm and sail, 

To win its way against the gale. 

Since peep of morn, my vacant eyes 
Have view’d by fits the course she tries ; ^ 

Now, though the darkening scud comes on, 
And dawn’s fair promises be gone, 

And though the weary crew may see 
Our sheltering haven on their lee, 

Still closer to the rising wind 
They strive her shivering sail to bind, 

Still nearer to the shelves’ dread verge - 
At eveiy tack her course they urge, 

As if they fear’d Artornisli more 
Than adverse winds and breakers’ roar.” 


XIY. 

Sooth spoke the maid. — Amid the tide 
The skiff she mark’d lay tossing sore, 
And shifted oft her stooping side, 

111 weaiy tack from shore to shore. 

Yet on her destined course no more 
She gain’d, of forward w^ay, 

Than what a minstrel may compare 
To the poor meed which peasants share, 
Who toil the livelong day ; 

And such the risk her pilot braves, 

That oft, before she wore, 

Her holtsprit kiss’d the broken waves, 
Where in white foam the ocean raves 
Upon the shelving shore. 

Yet, to their destined purpose true, 


Undaunted toil’d her hardy crew, 
Nor look’d where shelter lay. 
Nor for Artomish Castle drew. 
Nor steer’d for Aros bay. 


. XV. 

Thus while they strove with wind and seas, 
Borne onward by the willing breeze. 

Lord Ronald’s fleet swept by, 
Streamer’d with silk, and trick’d with gold, 
Mann’d with the noble and the bold 
Of Island chivalry. 

Around their prows the ocean roars. 

And chafes beneath their thousand oars, 
Yet hears them on their way : 

So chafes® the war-horse in his might. 

That fieldward bears some valiant knight,* 
Champs, till both bit and boss are white, 
But, foaming, must obey. 

On each gay deck they might behold 
Lances of steel and crests of gold. 

And hauberks with their burnish’d fold, 
That shimmer’d fair and free ; 

And each proud galley, as she pass’d, 

To the wild cadence of the blast 
Gave wilder minstrelsy. 

Full many a shrill triumphant note 
Saline and Scallastle hade float 
Their misty shores around ; 

And Morven’s echoes answer’d well, 

And Duart heard the distant swell 
Come down the darksome Sound. 


XVI. 

So bore they on with mirth and pride, 

And if that labouring hark they spied, 
’Twas with such idle eye 
As nobles cast on lowly boor, 

When, toiling in his task obscure. 

They pass him careless by.® 

Let them sweep on with heedless eyes I 
But, had they known what mighty prize 
In that frail vessel lay, 

The famish’d wolf, that prow'ls the wold, 
Had scatheless pass’d the unguarded fold. 
Ere, drifting by these galleys bold, 
Unchallenged w'ere her way 1® 

And thou, Lord Ronald, sweep thou on, 
With mirth, and pride, and minstrel tone ! 
But had’st thou known who sail’d so nigh. 
Far other glance were in thine eye I 
Par other flush were on thy brow, 

That, shaded by the bonnet, now 


Look, where beneath the castle grey 
His fleet unmoor from Aros bay ! 

See’st not each galley’s topmast bend, 

As on the yards the sails ascend 1 
Hiding the dark-blue land, they rise 
Like the white clouds on April skies ; 

The shouting vassals man the oars, 

: Behind them sink Mull’s mountain shores, 
Onward their merry course they keep. 
Through whistling breeze and foaming deep. 
And mark the headmost, seaward cast, 
Stoop to the freshening gale her mast, 

As if she veil’d its banner’d pride, 

To greet afar her prince’s bride 1 
Thy Ronald comes, and wiiile in speed 
His galley mates the flying steed. 

He chides her sloth ! ” — Pair Edith sigh’d, 
Blush’d, sadly smiled, and thus replied: — 


,M.S.— So.ftunes,” &c. 
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Assumes but ill tha blithesome cheer 
Of bridegroom whea the bride is near I 

■'.xviL'' 

y"eSj sweep they ou t — ^We will not leave, 
For them that triumph, those who grieve. 

With that armada gay 
Be laughter loud and jocund shout, 

And bards to cheer the wassail route, 
With tale, romance, and lay 
And of wild mirth each clamorous art, 
Which, if it cannot cheer the heart, 

May stupiiy and stun its smart, 

For on© loud busy day. 

Tes, sweep they on !*— But with that skiff 
Abides the minstrel tale, 

Where there was dread of surge and 
cliff, 

Labour that strain^’d each sinew stiff. 

And one sad Maiden’s wail. 

XVIIL 

All day with fruitless strife they toil’d, 
With eve the ebbing currents boil’d 
More fierce from strait and lake ; 
And midway through the channel met 
Conflicting tides that foam and fret, 

And high their mingled billows jet, 

As spears, that, in the battle set. 

Spring upward as they break. 

Then, too, the lights of eve were past,^ 
And louder sung the western blast 
On rocks of Inninmore ; 

Rent was the sail, and strain’d the mast. 
And many a leak was gaping fast, 

And the pale steersman stood aghast, 
And gave the conflict o’er. 


’Twas then that One, whose lofty look 
Nor labour dull’d nor terror shook, 

Thus to the Leader spoke : — 

Brother, how hopest thou to abide 
The fury of this wilder’d tide, 

Or how avoid the rock’s rude side, 

Until the day has broke? 

Didst thou not mark the vessel reel, 

With q[uivering planks, and groaning keel, 
At the last biilow’s shock? 

Yet how of better counsel tell, 

Though here thou see’st poor Isabel 
Half dead with want and fear ; 

For look on sea, or look on land, 

Or yon dark sky— -on every hand 
Despair and death are near. 


For her alone I grieve,— on me 
Danger sits light, by land and se% 

I follow where thou wilt; 

Either to bide the tempest’s lour, 

Or wend to yon unMendly tower. 

Or rush amid their naval power,® 

With war-cry wake their wassail-hour, 

And die with hand on hilt.”-— 

■ xx.; 

That elder Leader’s calm reply 
In steady voice was given, 

In man’s most dark extremity 
Oft snccour dawns firom Heaven. 
Edward, trim thou the shatter’d saiJ., 

The helm be mine, and down the gale 
Let our free course he driven ; 

So shall we ’scape the western bay, 

The hostile fleet, the unequal fray, 

So safely hold our vessel’s way 
Beneath the Castle ■wall ; 

For if a hope of safety rest, 

’Tis on the sacred name of guest, 

Who seeks for shelter, storm-disti’ess’d, 
Within a chieftain’s hall. 

If not— it best beseems our worth, 

Our name, our right, our lofty birth. 

By noble hands to fall.” 

XXL 

The helm, to his strong arm consign’d, 
Gave the reef ’d sail to meet the wind, 

And on her alter’d way, 

Fierce hounding, forward sprung the ship, 
Like greyhound starting from the slip 
To seize his flying prey. 

Awaked before the rushing prow, 

The mimic fires of ocean glow. 

Those lightnings of the wave 
Wild sparkles crest the broken tides, 

And, flashing round, the vessel’s sides 
With elvish lustre lave,® 

While, far behind, their livid light 
To the dark hiilow^s of the night 
A gloomy splendour gave. 

It seems as if old Ocean shakes 
From his dark brow the lucid® flakes 
In envious pageantry, 

To match the meteor-light that streaks 
Grim Hecla’s midnight sky. 

XXII. 

Nor lack’d they steadier light to keep 
Their course upon the darken’d deep ; — 
Artornish, on her frowning steep 


i MS.—** With xttirtb, song, tale, and lay.” 

» MS.— *‘ Then, too, the clouds were sinking fast.” 
8 MS. the liostilc power.” 


4 See Appendix, Note I. 

5 MS. — “ And, bursting round the vessel’s sidtss^ 

A livid lustre gave.” 

5 MS— “ Livid.” 
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’Twixt cloud and ocean hung, 

C Hanced with a thousand lights of glee, 

And landward far, and far to sea, 

Her festal radiance fiung.^ 

By that blithe beacon-light they steer’d. 
Whose lustre mingled well 
With the pale beam that now appear’d, 

As the cold moon her head uprear’d 
Above the eastern fell* 

XXIII. 

Thus guided, on their course they bore, 

Until they near’d the mainland shore. 

When frequent on the hollow blast 
Wild shouts of merriment were cast, 

And wind and wave and sea-birds’ cry 
With wassail sounds in concert vie,® 

Like funeral shrieks with revelry. 

Or lilie the battle-shout 
By peasants heard from cliffs on high, 

When Triumph, Rage, and Agony, 

Madden the fight and route. 

Now nearer yet, through mist and storm 
Dimly arose the Castle’s form, 

And deepen’d® shadow made, 

Far lengthen’d on the main helow, 

Where, dancing in reflected glow, 

A hundred torches play’d. 

Spangling the wave with lights as vain 
As pleasures in this vale of pain, 

That dazzle as they fade.^ 

XXIV* 

Beneath the Castle’s sheltering lee, 

They staid their course in quiet sea. 

Hewn in the rock, a passage there 
Sought the dark fortress by a stair, 

So straight, so high, so steep, 

With peasant’s staff one valiant hand 
Might well the dizzy pass have maim’d, 
’Gainst hundreds arm’d with spear and brand. 
And plunged them in the deep.^ 

His bugle then the helmsman wound ; 

Loud answer’d every echo round, 

From turret, rock, and bay. 

The postern’s hinges crash and groan, 

And soon the warder’s cresset shone 
On those rude steps of slippery stone, 


1 “ The description of the vessel’s approach to the Castle 
through the tempestuous and sparkling waters, and the con- 
trast of the gloomy aspect of the billows with the glittering 
splendour of Artornish, 


sending her radiance abroad through the terrors of the night, 
and mingling at intervals the shouts of her revelry with the 
wilder cadence of the blast, is one of the happiest instances of 
Mr. Scott’s felicity in awful and magnificent scenery.”— Cn'if- 
ml Mev ieu!. 


To light the upward way, 

" Thrice welcome, holy Sire !’’ he «aid ; 

Full long the spousal train have staid. 
And, vex’d at thy delay. 

Fear’d lest, amidst these wildering seas, 

The darksome night and freshening breeze 
Had driven thy bark astray.” — 

XXV. 

" Warder,” the younger stranger ® said. 
Thine erring guess some mirth had made 
In mirthful hour ; but nights like these, 
When the rough winds wake western seas, 
Brook not of glee. We crave some aid 
And needful shelter for this maid 
Until the break of day ; 

For, to ourselves, the deck’s nide plank 
Is easy as the mossy bank 

That’s breath’d upon by May. 

And for our storm-toss’d skiff we seek 
Short shelter in this leeward creek, 

Prompt when the dawn the east shall streak 
Again to bear away.” — 

Answered the W arder , — “ In what name 
Assert, ye hospitable claim ? 

Whence come, or whither hound ? 

Hath Erin seen your parting sails ? 

Or come ye on Norweyan gales \ 

And seek ye England’s fertile vales, 

Or Scotland’s mountain ground P’ — 

XXVI. 

" Warriors — for other title none 
For some brief space we list to own, 

Bound by a vow — warriors are we ; 

In strife by land, and stoim by sea, 

We have been known to lame ; 

And these brief words have import dear, 
"When sounded in a noble ear, 

To harbour safe, and friendly cheer. 

That gives us rightful claim. 

Grant us the trivial boon we seek. 

And we in other realms will speak 
Fair of your courtesy ; 

Deny— and be your niggard Hold 
Scorn’d by the noble and the bold, 

Shunn’d by the pilgrim on the wold, 

And wanderer on the lea ! ” — 


2 MS. — “ The wind, the wave, the sea-birds’ cry, 

In melancholy concert vie.” 

3 MS. — “ Darksome.” 

4 ” Mr. Scott, we observed in the newspapers, was engaged 
during last summer in a maritime expedition; and, accord- 
ingly, the most striking novelty in the present poem is the ex- 
tent and variety of the sea pieces with which it abounds. Ono 
of the first we meet with is the picture of the distressea of tUo 
King’s little hark, and her darkling run to the shelter of Ay« 
tomish Castle "—Edinhiirgk BevieWt ISIS.* 

® See Appendix, Note K. 

® MS.— “ That younger leader.’’ 


* 'Twixt cloud and ocean hung,’ 
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But every jealous post of ward 
Was now defenceless and unbarr’d, 

And all the passage free 
To one low-brow’d and vaulted room. 
Where sq^uire and yeoman, page and 
groom, 

^ Plied their loud revelry. 


XXVIl. 

‘‘ Bpld stranger, no — ’'gainst claim like thine, 
No bolt revolves by hand of mine,^ 

Though urged in tone that more express’d 
A monarch than a suppliant guest. 

Be what ye will, Artomish Hall 
On this glad eve is free to all. 

Though ye had drawn a hostile sword 
’Gainst our ally, great England's Lord, 

Or mail upon your shoulders borne, 

To battle with the Lord of Lorn, 

Or, outlaw’d, dwelt by greenwood tree 
With the fierce Knight of Ellerslie,^ 

Or aided even the murderous strife. 

When Comyn fell beneath the knife 
Of that fell homicide The Bruce, ^ 

This night had been a term of truce. — 

Ho, vassals ! give these guests your care, 

And show the narrow postern stair,” 


• 'XXX. ' 

And Best ye here,” the Warder bade, 
" Till to onr Lord your suit is said. — 
And, comrades, gaze not on the maid, 
And on these men who ask our aid. 

As if ye ne’er had seen 
A damsel tired of midnight bark. 

Or wanderers of a moulding stark,® 

And bearing martial mien.” 

But not for Eachin’s reproof 
Would page or vassal stand aloof, 

But crowded on to stare, 

As men of courtesy untaught, 

Till fiery Edward roughly caught, 

From one the foremost there, ^ 

His chequer’d plaid, and in its shroud, 
To hide her from the vulgar crowd. 
Involved his sister fair. 

His brother, as the clansman bent 
His sullen brow in discontent, 

Made brief and stem excuse;— 
Tassal, were thine the cloak of pall 
That decks thy Lord in bridal hall, 
’Twere honour’d by her use.” 


xxyiii. 

To land these two bold brethren leapt, 
(The weary crew their vessel kept,) 

And, lighted by the torches’ flare, 

That seaward flung their smoky glare. 

The younger knight that maiden bare 
Half lifeless up the rock ; 

On his strong shoulder lean’d her head, 
And down her long dark tresses shed, 

As the wild vine in tendrils spread, 
Droops from the mountain oak. 

Him follow’d close that elder Lord, 

And in his hand a sheathed sw’ord, 

Such as few arms could wield ; 

But when he houn’d him to such task, 
Well could it cleave the strongest casque, 
And rend the surest shield."* 


XXXI. 

Proud was his tone, but calm ; his eye 
Had that compelling dignity, 

His mien that bearing haught and high, 
Which common spirits fear! ® 
Needed nor wmrd nor signal more, 

Nod, T^ink, and laughter, all were o’er; 
Upon each other back they bore. 

And gazed like startled deer. 

But now appear’d the Seneschal, 
Commission’d by his lord to call 
The strangers to the Baron’s hall. 
Where feasted fair and free 


XXIX. 

The raised portcullis’ arch they pass, 

The wicket -with its bars of brass, 

The entrance long and low,® 

Flank’d at each turn by loop-holes strait, 
Where bowmen might in ambush wait, 
(If force or fraud should burst the gate,) 
To gall an entering foe. 


Still sways their souls witli that commaudiuR art 
That dazzles, leads, yet chills the vulgar heart. 

What is that spell, that thus his lawless train 
Confess and envy, yet oppose in vain ? 

What should it he, that thus their faith can bind ? 
The power of Thought— the magic of the Mind! 
Link’d with success, assumed and kept with skill. 
That moulds another’s weakness to its will ; 

Wields with their hands, hut, still to these unknown, 
Makes even their mightiest deeds appear his own. 
Such hath it been— shall he— beneath the sun 
The many still must labour for the one! 

’Tis Nature’s doom.” 

Byron’s Cofnain 


« ’gainst claim like yours, 

No bolt ere closed our castle doors. 


2 Sir 'William Wallace. 


3 See Appendix, Note L. 


♦ MS,— “ Well could it cleave the gilded casque. 
And rend the trustiest shield.” 


The entrance vaulted low.” 

Or warlike men of moulding stark.” 

Till that hot Edward fiercely caught 
From cue, the boldest there.” 
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That Island Prince in nuptial tide, 
With Edith there his lovely bride, 

And her hold brother by her side. 

And many a chief, the flower and pride 
Of Western land and sea.^ 

Here pause we, gentles, for a space ; 
And, if our tale hath won your grace, 
Grant us brief patience, and again 
We will renew the minstrel strain. ^ 


€1)0 0f ti)0 


CANTO SECOND. 


Fill the bright goblet, spread tlie festive board ! 
Summon the gay, the noble, and the lair 1 
Through the loud hall in joyous concert pour’d, 
Let mirth and music sound the dirge of Care I 
But ask thou not if Happiness be there, 

If the loud laugh disguise convulsive throe, 

Or if the brow the heart’s true livery wear; 

Lift not the festal mask ! — enough to know, 

No scene of mortal life but teems with mortal woe.® 

II. 

With beakers’ clang, with harpers’ lay, 

With all that olden time deem’d gay. 

The Island Chieftain feasted high ; 

But there was in his troubled eye 
A gloomy Are, and on his brow 
Now sudden flush’d, and faded now, 

Emotions such as draw their birth 
From deeper source than festal mirth. 

By fits he paused, and harper’s strain 
And jester’s tale went round in vain, 

Or fell but on his idle ear 

Like distant sounds which dreamers hear. 

Then w'ould he rouse him, and employ 
Each art to aid the clamorous joy/ 

And call for pledge and lay, 

And, for brief space, of all the crowd. 

As he was loudest of the loud, 

Seem gayest of the gay.^ 

■ 'ill.; 

Yet nought amiss the bridal throng 
Mark’d in brief mirth, or musing long; 


^ Of mountain chivalry.” 

2 “ The first Canto is full of business and description, and 
the scenes are such as Mr. Scott’s muse generally excels in. 
The scene between Edith and her nurse is spirited, and con- 
tains many very pleasing lines. The description of Lord Bo- 
nald’s fleet, and of the baric endeavouring to make her way 
against the wind, more particularly of the last, is executed 
with extraordinary beauty and fidelity.” — Quartevlf/ Bevieiv. 

a Even in laxighter the heart is sorrowful ; and the end 
of that mirth is lieaviiiess.”~~P/om*bJ, xiv. 13. 


The vacant brow, the unlistening ear, 

They gave to thoughts of raptures near, 

And his fierce starts of sudden glee 
Seem’d bursts of bridegroom’s ecstai^. 

Nor thus alone misjudged the crowd, 

Since lofty Lom, suspicious, proud,® 

And jealous of his honour’d line, 

And that keen knight, Be Argentine,^ 

(From England sent on errand high. 

The western league more firm to tie,) ® 

Both deem’d in Ronald’s mood to find 
A lover’s transport-troubled mind. 

But one sad heart, one tearful eye, 

Pierced deeper through the mystery, 

And watch’d, with agony and fear, 

Her wayward bridegroom’s varied cheer. 

lY. 

She watch’d — ^yet fear’d to meet his glance, 
And he shunn’d hers till when by chance 
They met, the point of foeman’s lance 
Had given a milder pang I 
Beneath the intolerable smart 
He writhed — then sternly maim’d his heart 
To play his hard but destined part, 

And from the table sprang. 

Fill me the mighty cup ! ” he said, 

“ Erst owm’d by royal Somerled : ^ 

Fill it, till on the studded brim 
In burning gold the bubbles swim, 

And every gem of varied shine 
Glow doubly bright in rosy wine ! 

To you, brave lord, and brother mine, 

Of Lorn, this pledge I drink— 

The union of Our House with thine, 

By this fair hridal-link ! ” — 

Y. 

Let it pass round ! ” quoth He of Lom, 
And in good time — ^that winded horn 
Must of the Abbot tell; 

The laggard monk is come at last.” 

Lord Ronald heard the bugle-blast, 

And on the floor at random cast. 

The untasted goblet fell. 

But w'hen the warder in his ear 
Tells other news, his blither cheer 
Returns like sun of May, 

When through a thunder-cloud it beamsl^ — 
Lord of two hundred isles, he seems 
As glad of brief delay, 


4 yis. — “ and give birth 

To jest, to wassail, and to mirth." 

5 MS.— Y’ould seem the loudest of the loud, 

And gayest of the gay.” 

6 MS.— “ Since Lorn, the proudest of the proud-*' 

7 MS.— “ And since the keen De Argentine.” 

B See Appendix, Note L. 

9 See Appendix, Note M. 
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As some poor criminal might feel, 

AYhen, from the gihhet or the ■wheel, 
Respited for a day, 

VI. . 

« Brother of Lorn,” with hurried voice 
He said, And you, fair lords, rejoice ! 

Here, to augment our glee, 

Come wandering knights from travel far, 
Weil proved, they say, in strife of war, 

And tempest on the sea. — 

Ho ! give them at your board such place 
As best their presences may grace, ^ 

And bid them welcome free I ” 

With solemn step, and silver wand, 

The Seneschal the presence scann’d 
Of these strange guests j ^ and well ho 
knew 

How to assign their rank its due ; ^ 

For though the costly furs 
That erst had deck’d their caps were torn, 
And their gay robes w'ere over-worn, 

And soil’d their gilded spurs, 

Yet such a high commanding grace 
Was in their mien and in their face, 

As suited best the princely dais,^ 

And royal canopy ; 

And there he marshalFd them their place, 
First of that company. 

VII. 

Then lords and ladies spake aside, 

And angry looks the error cliide,^ 

That gave to guests unnamed, unknown, 
A place so near their prince’s throne ; 

But Owen Erraught said. 

For forty years a seneschal. 

To marshal guests in bow’er and hall 
Has been my honour’d trade. 

Worship and birth to me are known, 

By look, by bearing, and by tone, 

Not by furr’d robe or broider’d zone ; 

And ’gainst an oaken bough 
ITl gage my silver wand of state, 

That these three strangers oft have sate 
In higher place than now.” — ® 

VIII. 

I, too,” the aged Ferrand said. 

Am qualified by minstrel trade ^ 

Of rank and place to tell ; — 


1 MS.—** As may their presence fittest grace.” 

S MS.—** With solotrm pace, and silver rod, 

The Seneschal the entrance sUow’d 
To these strange guests.” 
i See Appendix, Note N. 

■* the great hall-table— elevated a step or two above 
the rest of the room. 

* MS.—** Aside then lords and ladies spake. 

And ushers censured th^ mistake.” 

® ** The first entry of the illustrious strangers into the castle 


Mark’d ye the younger stranger's eye, ^ 

My mates, how quick, how keen, how high, 
How fierce its flashes fell, 

Glancing among the noble routs 
As if to seek the noblest out. 

Because the owner might not brook 
On any save his peers to look? 

And yet it moves me more, 

That steady, calm, majestic brow, 

With which the elder eliief even now 
Scann’d the gay presence o’er, 

Like being of superior kind, 

In whose high-toned impartial mind 
Degrees of mortal rank and state 
Seem objects of indifferent weight. 

The lady too — ^though closely tied 
The mantle veil both face and eye, 

Her motions’ grace it could not hide, 
Nor could ^ her form’s fair symmcti’y.” 

IX. 

Suspicious doubt and lordly scorn 
Lour’d on the haughty front of Lorn. 
From underneath his brows of pride, 

The stranger guests he sternly eyed. 

And whisper’d closely what the ear 
Of Argentine alone might hear ; 

Then question’d, high and brief, 

If, in their voyage, aught they knew 
Of the rebellious Scottish crew. 

Who to Rath-Erin’s shelter drew, 

With Garrick’s outlaw’d Chief ? 

And if, their winter’s exile o’er. 

They harbour’d still by Ulster’s shore, 

Or launch’d their galleys on the main, 

To vex their native land again % 

X. 

That younger stranger, fierce and high. 

At once confronts the Ohieftain’s eye “ 
With look of equal scorn ; — 

Of rebels have we nought to .show ; 

But if of Royal Bruce thou’dst know, 

I warn thee he has sworn, 

Ere thrice three days shall come and go. 
His banner Scottish winds shall blow, 
Despite each mean or mighty foe. 

From England’s every bill and bow. 

To Aliaster of Lorn.” 

Kindled the mountain Chieftain’s ire. 

But Ronald quench’d the lising fire ; 


of the Celtic chief, is in the accustomed and peculiar s,tyie of 
the poet o/cAiyah-y. "—J effhey. 

7 MS.—*' ‘I, too,’ old Ferrand said, and laugh’d, 

* Am qualified by minstrel craft.’ ” 

8 MS. '* the festal rout.” 

9 MS.—** Nor hide,” &:c. 

W See Appendix, Note 0. 

11 MS. — “ That younger stranger, nought oiit-daroci. 

Was prompt the haughty Chief to beard.” 
MS.—** Men say that he has svirora.” 
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Brother, it better suits the time 
I’o chase the night with Ferrand’s rhyme, 
Than wake, ’midst mirth and wine, the. jars 
That flow from these unhappy wars/’ — ^ 

Content,” said Lorn ; and spoke apart 
With Ferrand, master of his art, 

Then whisper’d Argentine, — 

The lay, I named will carry smart 
To these bold strangers’ luiughty heart, 

If right this guess of mine,” 

Ho ceased, and it w’as silence all, 

Until the minstrel waked the halL^ 

XL 

^r00£6 of Iflni/V 

Wlienco the brooch of burning gold, 

That clasps the Chieftain’s mantle-fold, 
Wrought and chased with I’are device. 
Studded fair 'with gems of price, 

On the varied tartans beaming, 

As, through night’s pale rainbow gleaming, 
Fainter now, now seen afar, 

I-i’itM shines the northern star i 

! ne’er wrought on Highland mountain, 
Did the fairy of the fountain, 

Or the mermaid of the wave, 

Frame thee in some coral cave ? 

Did, in Iceland’s darksome mine. 

Dwarfs swart hands thy metal twdne ? 

Or, mortal-moulded, comest thou here. 

From England’s love, or France’s fear? 

XII. 

No !— thy splendours nothing tell 
Foreign art or faeiy spell. 

Moulded thou for monarch’s use, 

By the overweening Bruce, 

When the royal robe he tied 
O’er a heart of wrath and pride ; 

Tlierice in triumph w^ert thou torn. 

By the wctor hand of Lorn ! 

When the gem was won and lost, 

Widely w'as the war-cry toss’d I 
Rung aloud Bendourish fell. 

Answer’d Doucbart’s sounding dell. 


1 “ The doscriiUion of the bridal feast, in the second Canto, 
has several animated lines ; but the real power and poetry of 
the author do not appear to ns to be called out until the oeca- 
sion of the Highland quamd which follows the feast.” — 
Mordlilo Bnvlcii't Jlarch, 1815, 

2 “ In a very different style of excellence (from that of the 
first three stanzas) is the triumphant and insulting song of the 
bard of Lorn, commemorating the pretended victory of his 
chief over "Robert Bruce, in one of their rencontres. Bruce, 
in truth, had been set on by some of that elan, and had extri- 
cated himself from a fearful overmatch by stupendous exer- 


Fled the deer from wild Teyndnuu, 

When the homicide, o’crcomc, 

Hardly ’scaped, with scathe and scoim. 

Left the pledge with conquering Lorn ! 

XIIL 

^ntiQ c0ncliiitr£li* 

Vain was then the Douglas brand,^ 

Vain the Campbell’s vaunted hand. 

Vain Kirkpatrick’s bloody dirk. 

Making sure of murder’s work ; ® 

Barendown fled fast away, 

Pied the fiery De la Haye,^ 

When this brooch, triumphant borne, 
Beam’d upon the breast of Lorn. 

“ Farthest fled its former Lord, 

Left his men to brand and cord,® 

Bloody brand of Highland steel, 

English gibbet, axe, and wheel. 

Let him fly from coast to coast, 

Dogg’d by Comyn’s vengeful ghost, 

While his spoils, in tidumph worn, 

Long shall grace victorious Lorn I ” 

XIY. 

As glares the tiger on his foes, 

Hemm’d in by hunters, spears, and bows, 
And, ere he bounds upon the ring, 

Selects the object of his spring, — 

Now on the bard, now on his Lord, 

So Edward glared and grasp’d his sword — 
But stern his brother spoke, — Be still. 
What ! art thou yet so wiki of will. 

After high deeds and sutferings long. 

To chafe thee for a menial’s song ?— 

Well hast thou framed, Old Man, thy strains, 
To praise the hand that pays thy pains I ® 

Yet something might thy song have told 
Of Lorn’s three vassals, true and bold. 

Who rent their Lord from Brace’s hold, 

As underneath his knee he lay. 

And died to save him in the fray. 

I’ve heard the Brace’s cloak and clasp 
Was clench’d witliin their dying grasp, 

What time a hundred foemen more 
Rush’d in, and back the victor hore,^® 

Long after Lorn had left the strife,^ ^ 

Full glad to ’scape with limb and life.— 


tions. In tlie struggle, however, the brooch which fastened 
his royal mantle had been torn off by the assailants; and it 
is on the subject of this trophy that the Celtic poet pours 
forth this wild, rapid, and spirited strain.”— -J eff rev. 

3 See Apjjendix, Note P. 4 Hjjfl, Note Q. 

5 See Appendix, Note E. e Note S. 

7 See Appendix, Note T. 

8 Left his followers to the sword.” 

9 See Appendix, Note U. 

10 The MS. has not this couplet. 

11 MS.-r“ When breathless Lorn had left the atxife.*® 







1 For tlieso four lines the MS. has, 

** But stern the Island Lord "withstood 
The vengeful Chieftain’s thirst of blood.” 
9 HS.—“ While thus for blood and blows prepared 
Raised was each hand/’ &c. 
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Fergus, of Ganna’s castled bay, 

Mac-Duffith, Lord of Colonsay, 

Soon as they saw the broadswords glance, 
With ready weapons rose at once, 

More prompt, that many an ancient fend, 
Full oft suppress’d, full oft renew’d, 

Glow’d ’twixt the chieftains of Argyle, 

And many a lord of ocean’s isle. 

Wild was the scene-— each sword was bare, 
Back stream’d each chieftain’s shaggy hair. 
In gloomy opposition set, 

Eyes, hands, and brandish’d weapons met ; 
Blue gleaming o’er the social board, 

Flash’d to the torches many a sword ; 

And soon those bridal lights may shine 
On purple blood for rosy wine. 

XYin. 

While thus for blows and death prepared. 
Each heart was iip,^ each weapon bared. 
Each foot advanced,“~a surly pause 
Still reverenced hospitable laws. 

All menaced violence, but alike 
Reluctant each the first to strike, 

(For aye accursed in minstrel line 
Is he who brawls ’mid song and wine,) 

And, match’d in numbers and in might, 
Doubtful and desperate seem’d the fight. 
Thus threat and murmur died away, 

Till on the crowded hall there lay 
Such silence, as the deadly still, 

Ere bursts the thunder on the hill. 

With blade advanced, each Chieftain bold 
Show’d like the Sworder’s form of old,® 

As wanting still the torch of life, 

To wake the marble into strife.^ 

XIX. 

That aw’ful pause the stranger maid, 

And Edith, seized to pray for aid. 

As to De Argentine she clung, 

Away her veil the stranger flung, 

And, lovely ’mid her wild despair, 

Fast stream’d her eyes, wide flow’d her hair* 
O thou, of knighthood once the flow^er, 
Sure refuge in distressful hour. 

Thou, who in Judah well hast fought 
For our dear faith, and oft hast sought 
Renown in knightly exercise, 

When this poor band lias dealt the prize, 
Say, can thy soul of honour brook 
On the uneq^ual strife to look, 

butcher’d thus in peaceful hall, 

Those once thy friends, my brethren, fall 1 


3 MS. 


* MS.— “ To waken him to deadly strife.” 


each Chieftain rude, 

Like that famed Swordsman’s statue stood.” 


Enough of this— And, Minstrel, hold, 
As minstrel-hire, this chain of gold, 
For future lays a fair excuse. 

To speak more nobly of the Bruce.” — 


■ XT.. 

Now, by Columba’s shrine, I swear, 

And every saint that’s buried there, 

’Tis he himself I ” Lorn sternly cries. 

And for my kinsman’s death he dies.” 

As loudly Ronald calls, — Forbear I 
Not in my sight while brand 1 wear, 
O’ermatch’d by odds, shall warrior fall. 

Or blood of stranger stain my hall I 
This ancient fortress of my race 
Shall be misfortune’s resting-place, 

Shelter and sliield of the distress’d, 

No slaughter-house for shipwreck’d guest.” — 
Talk not to me,” fierce Lorn replied. 

Of odds or match !— when Comyn died, 
Three daggers clash’d within his side ! 

Talk not to me of sheltering hall. 

The Church of God saw Comyn fall ! 

On God’s owm altar stream’d his blood, 

While o’er my prostrate kinsman stood 
The ruthless murderer — e’en as now — 

With armed hand and scornful brow I — 

Tip, all who love me ! blow on blow I 
And lay the outlaw’d felons low I ” 


XTI. 

Then up sprang many a mainland Lord, 
Obedient to their Chieftain’s word. 
Barcaldine’s arm is high in air, 

And Kxnloch-AIline’s blade is bare, 
Black Murthok’s dirk has left its sheath, 
And clench’d is Dermid’s hand of death. 
Their mutter’d threats of vengeance 
swell 

Into a wild and warlike yell ; 

Onward they press with weapons high. 
The affrighted females shriek and fly. 
And, Scotland, then thy brightest ray 
Had darken’d ere its noon of day, — 

But every chief of birth and fame, 

That from the Isles of Ocean came. 

At Ronald’s side that hour withstood 
Fierce Lorn’s relentless thirst for blood.^ 


XTII. 

Brave Torquil from Dunvegan high, 
Lord of the misty hilis of Skye, 
Mac-Niel, wild Baraks ancient thane, 
Duart, of bold Clan-Gillian’s strain. 
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To Argentine she turn'd her word. 

But her eye sought the Island Lord.’^ 

A flush like evening’s setting flame 
Glow’d on his cheek ; his hardy frame, 

As with a brief convulsion, shook : 

With hurried voice and eager look, — 

Fear not,” he said, my Isabel I 
What said I — Edith t — all is well — 
hTay, fear not — I will well provide 
The safety of my lovely bride — 

My bride 1 ’’—but there the accents clung 
In tremor to his faltering tongue. 

. XX. . 

Now rose De Argentine, to claim 
The prisoners in his sovereign’s name, 

To England’s crown, who, vassals sworn, 
'Gainst their liege lord had weapon borne — 
(Such speech, I ween, was but to hide 
His care their safety to provide ; 

For knight more true in thought and deed 
Than Argentine ne’er spurr’d a steed) — 

And Ronald, who his meaning guess’d, 
Seem’d half to sanction the request. 

This purpose fiery Torqiiil broke : — 
Somewhat we’ve heard of England’s yoke,” 
He said, “ and, in our islands, Fame 
Hath whisper’d of a lawful claim, 

That calls the Bruce fair Scotland’s Lord, 
Though dispossess’d by foreign sword. 

This craves reflection — but though right 
And just the charge of England’s Knight, 

Let England’s crown her rebels seize 
Where she has powder in towers like these, 
’Midst Scottish Chieftains summon’d here 
To bridal mirth and bridal cheer, 

Be sure, with no consent of mine, 

Shall either Lorn or Argentine 
With chains or violence, in our sight, 

Oppress a brave and banish’d Knight.” 

XXL 

Then waked the wild debate again, 

With brawling threat and clamour vain. 
Vassals and menials, thronging in, 

Lent their brute rage to swell the din ; 
When, far and wide, a bugle-clang 
From the dark ocean upward rang. 

^^Tlie Abbot comes I” they cry at once, 
The holy man, whose favour’d glance 
Hath sainted visions known ; 

Angels have met him on the wajq 
Beside the blessed martyrs’ bay, 


i.TheMS. adds:— ' 

“ With such a frantic fond appeal, 

As only lovers make and feel.” 

2 MS.— “ What tmt« at every cross of old.” 

» We will his holy rede obey. 

The Abbot’s voice shall end the fray.” 
* MS.— “ Scarce was this peaceful paction o’er.” 


And by Columba’s stone. 

His monks have heard their hymnings high 
Sound from the summit of Dun-Y, 

To cheer his penance lone. 

When at each cross, on girth and wold, ^ 
(Their number thrice a hundred-fold,) 

His prayer he made, his beads he told. 

With Aves many a one — 

He comes our feuds to reconcile, 

A sainted man from sainted isle f 
We will his holy doom abide, 

The Abbot shall our strife decide.”^ 

XXII. 

Scarcely this fair accord was o’er,'* 

When through the wide revolving door 
The blaek-stoled brethren wind ; 

Twelve sandall’d monks, who relics bore, 
With many a torch-bearer before, 

And many a cross behind.® 

Then sunk each fierce uplifted hand, 

And dagger bright and flashing brand 
Dropp’d swiftly at the sight ; 

They vanish’d from the Churchman’s eye, 

As shooting stars, that glance and die, 

Dart fx'om the vault of night. 

XXIII. 

The Abbot on the threshold stood. 

And in his hand the holy rood ; 

Back on his shoulders flow’d his hood, 

The torch’s glaring ray 
Show’d, in its red and flashing light, 

His wither’d cheek and amice white, 

His blue eye glistening cold and bright, 

His tresses scant and grey. 

" Fair Lords,” he said, “ Our Lady’s love, 
And peace be with you from above. 

And Benedicite i — ■ 

— But what means this ? no peace is here ! — 
Do dirks unsheathed suit bridal cheer ? 

Or are these naked brands 
A seemly show for Ghnrchman’s sight, 

When he comes summon’d to unite 
Betrothed hearts and hands 1” 

XXIV. 

Then, cloaking hate with fiery zeal, 

Proud Lorn first answer’d the appeal ; — 

‘‘ Thou comest, 0 holy Han, 

True sons of blessed church to greet,® 

But little deeming here to meet 
A wretch, beneath the ban 


5 MS. — “ Bid slow procession wind ; 

Twelve monks, who stole and mantle were 
And chalice, pyx, and relics bore, 

With many,” &c. 

6 The MS. here adds : — 

“ Men hound in her communion sweet, 

And duteous to the Papal seat.” 
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Siiiee niatcliless Wallace first had been 
In mockVy crown'd with wreaths of green, 
And done to death by felon hand, 

For guarding well his fatber’'s land. 
Where’s Nigel Bruce ? ' and De la. Haye, 
And valiant Seton— where are they ? 
Where Somerville, the kind and free ? 

And Fraser, flower of chivalry 
Have they not been on gibbet bound, 

Their quarters flung to hawk and hound, 
And hold we here a cold debate, 

To yield more victims to their fate ? 

What ! can the English Leopard’s mood 
Never be gorged with northern blood I 
Was not the life of Athole shed, 

To soothe the tyrant’s sicken’d bed 
And must his word, till dying day. 

Be nought but quarter, hang, and slay ! — 
Thou frown’st, Be Argentine, — My gage 
Is prompt to prove the strife I wage.”— 


Of Pope and Church, for murder done 
Even on the sacred altar-stone 1—^ 

Well mayst thou wonder we should know 
Such miscreant here, nor lay him 10%v/ 

Or dream of greeting, peace, or trucO, 
With excommunicated Bruce ! 

Yet well I grant, to end debate, 

Tby sainted voice decide his fate.” ^ 


' XXV. ■ ■ 

Then Eonald pled the stranger’s cause, 

And knighthood’s oath and honour’s law^s ;^ 
And Isabel, on bended knee, 

Brought pray’rs and tears to back the plea: 
And Edith lent her generous aid, 

And wept, and Lorn for mercy pray’d.® 

“ Hence,” he exclaim’d, '^ degenerate maid! 
Was’t not enough to Bonald’s bower 
I brought thee, like a paramour,® 

Or bond-maid at her master’s gate, 

His careless cold approach to wait 2 — 

But the bold Lord of Cumberland, 

The gallant Clififord, seeks thy hand ; 

His it shall be — Nay, no reply I 
Hence I till those rebel eyes be dry.” 

With grief the Abbot heard and saw, 

Yet nought relax’d his brow of awe.^ 


XXVII. 

"Nor deem,” said' stout Bun vegan’s 
knight,^® 

" That thou shalt brave alone the fight I 
By saints of isle and mainland both, 

By Woden wild, (my grandsire’s oath.) 
Let Borne and England do their worst. 
Howe’er attainted or accursed. 

If Bruce shall e’er find friends again, 
Once more to brave a battle-plain, 

If Douglas couch again his lance, 

Or Randolph dare another chance, 

Old Torquil will not be to lack 
With twice a thousand at his back. — 
Nay, chafe not at my bearing bold, 

Good Abbot I for thou know’st of old, 


XXVI.: „■ 

Then Argentine, in England’s name. 

So highly urged his sovereign’s claim, ^ 
He waked a spark, that, long suppress’d, 
Had smoulder’d in Lord Ronald’s breast 
And now, as from the flint the fire, 
Flash’d forth at once his generous ire. 

" Enough of noble blood,” he said, 

" By English Edvrarcl had been shed, 


1 yfs. —*‘the blessed altar-stone.” 

s In place of the couplet which follows, the MS. has- 
“ But promptly had ray dagger’s edge 
Avenged the guilt of sacrilege, 

Sa\^e for my new and kind ally, 

And Torquil, chief of stormy Skye, 

(In whose wildland there rests the seed. 

Men say, of ancient heathen creed,) 

■Who would enforce me to a truce 
With excommunicated Eruce.” 

8 The MS, adds: 

" Secure such foul offenders find 
No favour in a holy mind.” 

■* The MS. ha.s ; 

“ Alleged the best of honour’s laws, 

The refuge due to the distress’d, 

The oath which binds each generous knight 
Still to prevent unequal fight; 

And Isabel,” dec. 

* MS.— And wept alike and knelt and pray’d.”— The nine 
lines which intervene betwixt this and the concluding couplet 
of the stanza are not in the MS. 

« See Appendix, Note V. 


7 The MS. adds ^ 

“ He raised the suppliants from the floor. 

And bade their sorrowing be o’er, y 
And hade them give their weeping o’er, ) 

But in a tone that well explain’d 
How little grace their prayers had gain’d ; 

For though he purposed true and well, 

Still stubborn and inflexible 
In what he deem’d Ids duty high, 

Was Abbot Ademar of y.” 

8 MS.— “ For Bruce’s custody made claim.” — In place of 
the two couplets which follow, the MS. has 

“ And Torquil, stout DUnvegan’s Knight, 

As well defended Scotland’s right. 

Enough of,” &:c. 

® See Appendix, Note W. 

See Appendix, Note X. n ibid, Note Y. 

12 See Appendix, Note Z. 

13 In the MS. this couplet is wanting, and, without breaking 
the stanza. Lord Ronald continues, 

“ By saints of isle,” Arc. 

1* The MacLeods, and most other distinguished Hebridean 
families, were of Scandinavian extraction, and some were late 
or imperfect converts to Christianity. The family names of 
Torquil, Thormod, &c. are all Norwegian. 


gue.st. 







THE LORD OF THE ISLES- 


Torqmi’s rude tliouj^ht and stubborn will 
Smack of the wild Norwegian still ; 

Nor will I barter Freedom’s cause 

For England’s wealth, or Rome’s applause. 


Heaven knows my purpose to atone^ 

Far as I may, the evil done. 

And hears a penitent’s appeal 
From papal curse and prelate’s zeal. 

My first and dearest task achieved, 

Fair Scotland from her thrall relieved, 

Shall many a priest in cope and stole 
Say requiem for Red Comyn’s soul. 

While I the blessed cross advance. 

And expiate this unhappy chance 
In Palestine, with sword and lance.® 

But, while content the Church should know 
My conscience owms the debt I owe,'* 

Unto De Argentine and Lorn 
The name of traitor I return, 

Bid them defiance stern and high,® 

And give them in their throats the lie ! 
These brief words spoke, I speak no more. 
Do what thou wilt ; mv shrift is o’er.” 


XXVIII. 

The Abbot seem’d with eye severe 
The hardy Chieftain’s speech to hear ; 

Then on King Robert turn’d the' Monk, ^ ^ ' 
But twice his courage came and sunk. 
Confronted with the hero’s look ; 

Twice fell his eye, his accents shook ; 

At length, resolved in tone and brow. 

Sternly he question’d liim — And thou, 
Unhappy I wkat hast thou to plead, 

Why I denounce not on thy deed 
That awful doom which canons tell 
Shuts paradise, and opens hell ; 

Anathema of power so dread, 

It blends the living with the dead, 

Bids each good angel soar away, 

And every ill one claim his prey ; 

Expels thee from the church’s care, 

And deafens Heaven against thy prayer ; 
Arms every hand against thy life, 

Bans all who aid thee in the strile, 

Nay, each whose succour, cold and scant,® 
With meanest alms relieves thy want ; 

Haunts thee while living, — and, when dead, 
Dwells on tliy yet devoted head, 

Rends Honour’s scutcheon from thy hearse, 
Stills o’er thy bier the holy verse, 

And spurns thy corpse from hallow’d ground, 
Flung like vile carrion to the hound ; 

Such is the dire and desperate doom 
For sacrilege, decreed by Rome ; 

And such the well-deserved meed 
Of thine unhallow’d, ruthless deed.” — 


' XXX. 

Like man by prodigy amazed, 

Upon the Eling the Abbot gazed ; 

Then o’er his pallid features glance, 
ConvTilsions of ecstatic trance. 

His breathing came more thick and fast, 
And from his pale blue eyes were cast 
Strange rays of wild and wandering light 
Uprise his locks of silver white, 

Flush’d is his brow, through every vein 
In azure tide the cun’ents strain, 

And undistinguish’d accents brolm 
The awful silence ere he spoke.® 


xxxr. 

" De Bruce ! I rose vith purpose dread 
To speak my curse upon thy head,^ 

And give thee as an outcast o’er 
To him who burns to shed thy gore ; — 
But, like the Midianite of old, 

Who stood on Zophim, heaven-controlFd, 
I feel within mine aged breast 
A power that wall not he repress’d.® 

It prompts my voice, it swells my veins, 

It burns, it maddens, it constrains ! — ■ 

De Bruce, thy sacrilegious blow 
Hath at Grod’s altar slain thy foe : 
O’ermaster’d yet by high behest, 

I bless thee, and thou shalt be bless’d !” 
He spoke, and o’er the astonish’d throng 
Was silence, awful, deep, and long. 


XXIX. 

Abbot !” The Bruce replied, " thy charge 
It boots not to dispute at large. 

This much, howe’er, I bid thee know, 

No selfish vengeance dealt the blow. 

For Comyn died his country’s foe. 

Nor blame I friends whose ill-timed speed 
Fulfill’d my soon-repented deed. 

Nor censure those from whose stern tongue 
The dire anathema has rung. 

I only blame mine own wild ire, 

By Scotland’s wrongs incensed to fire. 


1 MS.— “ Then turn’d him on the Bruce the Monk. 


6 MS. — ** Swell on his wither’d brow the veins, 

Each in its azure current strains. 

And interrupted tears express’d 
The tumult of his labouring breast.” 

7 See Appendix, Note 2 B. 

8 See the Book of Numbers, chap, xxiii and xxrr, 

9 See Appendix, Note 2 C, 


2 MS.—*' Nay, curses each v»'liOse succour scant. 


3 See Appendix, Note 2 A. 


* The 3>fS. adds “ For this ill-timed and luckless blow. 
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XXXII. 

Again tliat light has fired his eye. 

Again his form swells bold and high. 

The broken voice of age is gone, 

’Tis vigorous manhood’s lofty tone : — 

Thrice vanquish’d on the hattle-plain, 

Thy followers slaughter’d, fled, or ta’en, 

A hunted wanderer on the wild. 

On foreign shores a man exiled,^ 

Disown’d, deserted, and distress’d,^ 

I bless thee, and thou shalt be bless’d I 
Bless’d in the hall and in the field, 

Under the mantle as the shield. 

Avenger of thy country’s shame, 

Eestorer of her injured fame, 

Bless’d in thy sceptre and thy sword, 

De Bruce, fair Scotland’s rightful Lord, 
Bless’d in thy deeds and in thy fame, 

What lengthen’d honours wait thy name ! 

In distant ages, sire to son 
Shall tell thy tale of freedom w^on, 

And teach Ms infants, in the use 
Of earliest speech, to falter Bruce. 

Go, th6n, triumphant 1 sweep along 
Thy course, the theme of many a song ! 

The Power, whose dictates swell my breast, 
Hath bless’d thee, and thou shalt be bless’d I 
Enough — ^my short-lived strength decays, 
And sinks the momentary blaze.*— 

Heaven hath our destined purpose broke, 
Not here must nuptial vow be spoke;® 
Brethren, our errand here is o’er, 

Our task discharged. — Unmoor, unmoor!”— 
His priests received the exhausted Monk, 

As breathless in their arms he sunk. 
Punctual his orders to obey, 

The train refused all longer stay, 

Embark’d, raised sail, and bore away.'* 


CANTO Tnilin, 


Hast thou not mark’d, when o’er thy startled head 
Sudden and deep the thunder-peal lias roll’d, 

How, when its echoes fell, a silence dead 
Sunk on the wood, the meadow, and the wold ? 

The rye-grass shakes not on the sod-built fold, 

The rustling aspen’s leaves are mute and still,^ 

The wall-flower waves not on the ruin’d hold, 

Till, murmuriiifT distant first, then near and shrill, 
The savage whirlwind wakes, and sweeps the groaning 


Artornish! such a silence sunk 
Upon thy halls, when that grey Monk 
His prophet-speech had spoke ; 

And his obedient brethren’s sail 
Was stretch’d to meet the southexm gale 
Before a whisper woke. 

Then murmuring sounds of doubt and fear, 
Close pour’d in many an anxious ear, 

The solemn stillness broke ; 

And still they gazed with eager guess. 
Where, in an oriel’s deep recess, 

The Island Prince seem’d bent to press 
W^hat Lora, by his impatient cheer, 

And gesture fierce, scarce deign’d to hear. 


Starting at length, with frowning look, 
His hand he clench’d, his head he shooi 


charaeteristical beauties than of his characteristical faults. 
The scene itself is not of a very edifying description ; nor is the 
want of agreeableness in the subject compensated by any de- 
tached merit in the details. Of the language and versification 
in many parts, it is hardly possible to speak favouiubly. Tiio 
same must be said of the speeches which the different charac-* 
ters address to each other. The rude vehemence Avhich they 
display seems to consist much more in the loudness and gesti- 
culation with which the speakers express themselves, than in 
the force and energy of their sentiments, which, for the most 
part, are such as the barbarous chiefs, to wlioin they are at- 
tributed, might, without any great premeditation, either as to 
the thought or language, have actually uttered. To find lan- 
guage and sentiments proportioned to characters of such ex- 
traordinary dimensions as the agents in the poems of Homer 
and Milton, is indeed an admirable effort of genius ; hut to 
make such as we meet with in the epic poetry of the present 
day, persons often below tiie middle size, and never very 
much above it, merely speak in cltaracter^ is not likely to oc- 
casion either much difficulty to the poet, or much pleasure to 
the reader. As an example, we might adduce the speech of 
' stout Dunvegan’s knight, stanza xxvii., which is not the less 
wanting in taste, because it is natural and characteristic.”— 
Quarterly JRemm, 

s Ms — “ The rustling aspen bids his leaf be still,’' 


1 See Appendix, Note 2 D. 

s “ On this transcendant passage we shall only remark, that 
of the gloomy part of the prophecy we hear nothing more 
through the whole of the poem, and though the Abbot informs 
tile King that he shall be ‘ On foreign shores a man exiled,’ 
the poet never speaks of him but as resident in Scotland, up to 

• Critical Beviav. 


the period of the battle of Bannockburn. 

3 The MS. has not this couplet. 

•* The conception and execution of these stanzas consti- 
tute excellence which it would be difficult to match from any 
other part of the poem. The surprise is grand and perfect. 
The monk, struck with the heroism of Bobert, forgoes the in - 1 
tended anathema, and breaks out into a prophetic annuncia- 
tion of his final triumph over all his enemies, and the venera- 
tion in which his name will be held by posterity. These stan- 
zas, which conclude the second Canto, derive their chief title 
to encomium from the emphatic felicity of their burden, 

‘ I bless thee, and thou shalt be blcss’d ;* 

sn which few and simple words, following, as they do, a series 
of predicated ills, there is an energy that instantaneously ap- 
peals to the heart., and surpasses, all to nothing, tlie results of 
passages less happy in their application, though more laboured 
and tortuous in their construction.”— Bevieuf. 
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And sternly flung apart ; — 

And deem’st thou me so mean of mood, 

As to forget the mortal feud, 

And clasp the hand with blood imbrued ^ 

From my dear Kinsman’s heart? 

Is this thy rede? — a due return 
For ancient league and friendship sworn I 
But well our mountain proverb shows 
The faith of Islesmen ebbs and flows. 

: ' Be it even S0“--beIieve, ere long, 

He that now bears shall wreak the wrong. — ■ 

Call Edith—call the Maid of Lorn ! 

My sister, slaves !— for further scorn, 

Be siu’e nor she nor I will stay.— 

■ Away, .Be Argentine, away !— , 

We nor ally nor brother know,® 

In Bruce’s friend, or England’s foe.” 

■ lY. 

But who the Chieftain’s rage can tell, 

When, sought from lowest dungeon ceil 
To highest tower the castle round, 

No Lady Edith was there found I 
He shouted, Falsehood ! — -treachery ! — - 
Revenge and blood ! — a lordly meed 
To him that will avenge the deed ! 

A Baron’s lands I” — His frantic mood 
Was scarcely by the news withstood, 

That j\Iorag shared his sister’s flight, 

And that, in hurry of the night, 

’Scaped noteless, and without remark. 

Two strangers sought the Abbot’s bark.' — 

Man every galley ! — fly — pursue ! 

The priest his treachery shall rue ! 

Ay, and the time shall quickly come, 

When we shall hear the thanks that Rome 
Will pay his feigned prophecy ! ” 

Such was fierce Lorn’s indignant cry ; ^ 

And Cormac Boil in haste obey’d, 

Hoisted his sail, his anchor weigh’d, 

(For, glad of each pretext for spoil, 

A pirate sworn \vas Cormac Doil.) ^ 

But others, lingering, spoke apart,— 

The Maid has given her maiden heart 
To Ronald of the Isles, 

And, fearful lest her brother’s word 
Besto w her on that English Lord, 

She seeks Iona’s piles, 

And wisely deems it best to dwell 
A votaress ill the holy cell, 

Until these feuds so fierce and fell 
The Abbot reconciles.” s 

■ T. 

As, impotent of ire, the hall 
Echo’d to Lorn’s impatient call, 

j MS.— “ And clasp the bloody hand imbrued.” 

2 MS.— ‘'' Nor brother we, nor ally know.” 

3 I’he MS. has,— ‘‘ Such was fierce Lorn’s ci-y.”— 

See a note on aline in the Lay of the Last Minstrel, ante, p 12 


« My horse, my mantle, and my train ! 

Let none who honoui's Lorn remain I ” — 
Courteous, but stern, a bold request 
To Bruce Be Argentine express’d. 

Lord Earl,” lie said,— I cannot chuse 
But yield such title to the Bruce, 

Though name and earldom both are gone, 
Since he braced rebel’s armour on — 

But, Earl or Serf— rude phrase was thine 
Of late, and launch’d at Argentine ; 

Such as compels me to demand 
Redress of honour at thy hand. 

We need not to each other tell, 

That both can wield their weapons wellj 
Then do me but the soldier grace, 

This glove upon thy helm to place 
Where we may meet in fight; 

And I will say, as still I’ve said, 

Though by ambition far misled, 

Thou art a noble knight.”— 

VL 

And I,” the princely Brace replied, 

“ Might term it stain on knighthood’s pride, 
That the bright sword of Argentine 
Should in a tyi'ant’s quarrel shine ; 

But, for your brave request. 

Be sure the honour’d pledge you gave 
In every battle-field shall wave 
Upon my lielmet-crest ; 

Believe, that if my hasty tongue 
Hath done thine honour causeless WTong, 

It shall be well redress’d. 

Not dearer to my soul was glove. 

Bestow’d in youth by lady’s love. 

Than this wdiich thou hast given ! 

Thus, then, my noble foe I greet ; 

Health and high fortune till w'e meet. 

And then — ^what pleases Heaven.” 

ra. 

Thus parted they — for now, with sound 
Lilve waves roll’d hack from rocky ground, 
The friends of Lorn retire ; 

Each mainland cliieftain, with his train, 
Draws to his mountain towers again, 
Pondering how mortal schemes prove vain. 
And mortal hopes expire. 

But through the castle double guard, 

By Ronald’s charge, kept wakeful ward, 
Wicket and gate were trebly barr’d, 

By beam and bolt and chain ; 

Then of the guests, in courteous sort, 

He pray’d excuse for mirth broke shoH, 

And bade them in Artornish fort 
In confidence remain. 


4 See Appendix, Note 2 E. 

s MS.— “ While friends shall labour fair and well 
These feuds to reconcile.” 
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Now torch and memal tendance led 
CMeftain and knight to bo’^-er and bed, 

And beads were told, and Aves said. 

And soon they sunlc away 
Into such sleep, as wont to shed 
Obii'vion on the weary head, 

After a toilsome day. 

VIII. 

But soon uproused, the Monarch cried 
To Edward slumbering by his side. 

Awake, or sleep for aye 1 
Even now there jarr’d a secret door— 

A taper-light gleams on the floor — 

Up, Edward, up, I say 1 
Some one glides in like midnight ghost— 
Nay, strike not 1 ’tis our noble Host/’ 
Advancing then his taper’s flame, 

Ronald stept forth, and with him came 
Dunvegan’s chief— each bent the knee 
To Bruce in sign of fealty, 

And prolfer’d him his sword. 

And hail’d him, in a monarch’s style. 

As Iving of mainland and of isle, 

And Scotland’s rightful lord. 

And 0,” said Ronald, Own’d of Heaven ! 
Say, is my erring youth forgiven, 

By falsehood’s arts from duty driven, 

Who rebel falchion drew. 

Yet ever to thy deeds of fame, 

Even while I strove against thy claim, 

Paid homage just and true 2”* — 

“ Alas ! dear youth, the unhappy time,” 
Answer’d the Bruce, " must bear the crime, 
Since, guiltier far than you, 

Even I” — he paused; for Falkirk’s woes 
Upon his conscious soul arose.^ 

The Chieftain to his breast lie press’d, 

And in a sigh conceal’d the rest. 

IX. 

They proffer’d aid, by arms and might. 

To repossess him in his right ; 

But well their counsels must be weigh’d, 

Ere banners raised and musters made. 

For English hii*e and Lorn’s intrigues 
Bound many chiefs in southern leagues. 

In answer, Bruce his purpose bold 
To his new vassals ^ frankly told. 

‘‘ The winter worn in exile o’er, 

I long’d for Garrick’s kindred shore. 

I thought upon my native Ayr, 

And long’d to see the burly fare 


^ See Appendix, Note 2 F. 

« MS.— « Allies.” 

a MS.— * Myself tliy pilot and thy guide.’ — 

* Not so, kind Torqnil/ Eonald cried; 

* ’Tis I will on my sovereign wait.* ” 

MS. has, 


That Clifford makes, whose lordly call 
Now echoes through my father’s hall. 

But first my course to Arran led, 

Where valiant Lennox gathers head, 

And on the sea, by tempest toss’d, 

Our barks dispersed, our purpose cross’d, 
Mine own, a hostile sail to shun. 

Far from her destined course had run, 

When that wise will, which masters ours, 
Compell’d us to your friendly towers.” 

X. 

Then Torquil spoke : — The time craves 
■ speed! ■ 

We must not linger in our deed. 

But instant pray our Sovereign Liege, 

To shun the perils of a siege. 

The vengeful Lorn, with all his powers, 

Lies but too near Artornish tow’-ers', 

And England’s light-arm’d vessels ride, 

Not distant far, the weaves of Clyde, 

Prompt at these tidings to unmoor, 

And sweep each strait, and guard each shore. 
Then, till this fresh alarm pass by, 

Secret and safe my Liege must lie 
In the far bounds of friendly Skye, 

Torguil thy pilot and thy guide.” — 

Not so, brave Chieftain,” Ronald cried ; 
Myself will on my Sovereign wait,® 

And raise in arms the men of Sleate, 

Whilst thou, renown’d where chiefs debate, 
Shalt sway their souls by council sage. 

And awe them by thy locks of age.” 

— And if my w'ords in weight shall fail,^ 
This ponderous sword shall turn the scale.” 

XL 

— The scheme,” said Bruce, contents me 
w^ell ; 

Meantime, ’tw’-ere best that Isabel, 

For safety, with my bark and crew, 

Again to friendly Erin drew. 

There Edw^ard, too, shall with her wend, 

In need to cheer her and defend, 

And muster up each scatter’d friend .” — ^ 

Here seem’d it as Lord Ronald’s ear 
Would other counsel gladlier hear ; 

But, all achieved as soon as plann’d, 

Both harks, in secret arm’d and maiiixM, 

From out the haven bore ; 

On different voyage forth they ply, 

This for the coast of winged Skye, 

And that for Erin’s shore. 


* Aye, ’said the Chief, * or if they fail, 

This broadsivord’s weight shall turn the scale.* ** 

In altering this passage, the poet appears to have lost a buk. 
—Ed. 

5 The MS. adds! 

“ Our bark’s departure, too, will blind 
To our intent the foeman’s mind,’' 
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XII. 

With Bnice and Ronald bides the tale. 

To favonring winds they gave the sail, 

Till MulFs dark headlands scarce they know 
And Ardnamurchan’s hills were blue.^ 

But then the squalls blew close and hard, 
And, fain to strike the galley’s yard, 

And take them to the oar, 

"With these rude seas, in weary plight, 

They strove the livelong day and night, 

Nor till the dawning had a sight 
Of Skye’s romantic shore. 

Where Coolin stoops him to the w’est, 

They saw upon his shiver’d crest 
The sun’s arising gleam ; 

But such the labour and delay, 

Ere they were moor’d in Scavigh bay, 

(For calmer heaven compell’d to stay,)® 

He shot a western beam. 

Then Ronald said, If true mine eye, 

These are the savage wilds that lie 
North of Strathnardill and Dunsl.ye;® 

No human foot comes here, 

And, since these adverse breezes blow, 

If my good Liege love hunter’s bow, 

What hinders that on land we go. 

And strike a mountain-deer ? 

Allan, my page, shall with us wend ; 

A bow full deftly can he bend, 

And, if we meet a herd, may send 
A shaft shall mend our cheer.” 

Then each took bow and bolts in hand. 

Their row-boat launch’d and leapt to land, 
And left their skiff and train, 

Where a wild stream, with headlong shock, 
Came brawling down its bed of rock, 

To mingle with the main. 


But, by my halidome, 

A scene so rude, so wild as this. 

Yet so sublime in ban’enness, 

Ne’er did my wandering footsteps press. 
Where’er I happ’d to roam.” 


XIY. 

No marvel thus the Monafeh spake ; 

For rarely human eye has known 
A scene so stern as that dread lake, 

With its dark ledge ^ of barreia stone. 
Seems that primeval oai'thquake’s sway 
Hath rent a strange and shatter'd way 
Through the rude bosom of the bill, 
And that each naked precipice, 

Sable ravine, and dark abyss, 

Tells of the outrage still. 

The wildest glen, but this, can show 
Some touch of Nature’s genial glow ; 

On high Benmore green mosses grow, 

And heath-bells bud in deep Gieneroe,® 

And copse on Cruehan-Ben ; 

But here,— above, around, below, 

On mountain or in glen, 

Nor tree, nor shrub, nor plant, nor flower. 
Nor aught of vegetative po wer, 

The weary eye may ken. 

For all is rocks at random thrown, 

Black -waves, bare crags, and banks of stem e. 
As if were here denied 
The summer sun, the spring’s sweet dew. 
That clothe with many a varied hue 
The bleakest® mountain-side.’’ 


And wilder, forward as they wound, 

Were the proud cliffs and lake profound. 
Huge terraces of granite black® 

Afforded rude and cumber’d track ; 

For from the mountain hoar,® 

Hurl’d headlong in some night of fear. 
When yell’d the wolf and fled the deer, 
Loose crags had toppled o’er 
And some, cliance-poised and balanced, lay, 
So that a stripling arm might sway 
A mass no host could raise, 

In Nature’s rage at random thrown, 

Yet trembling like the Druid’s stone 
On its precarious base. 


XIII.' ' ■ 

A while their route they silent made, 

As men who stalk for moimtain-deer, 
Till the good Bruce to Ronald said, 

St. Mary ! what a scone is here ! 

I’ve traversed many a mountain -strand, 
Abroad and in my native land. 

And it has been my lot to tread 
Where safety more than pleasui’e led ; 
Thus, many a waste I've wander’d o’er, 
Clombe many a crag, cross’d many a moor. 


Till Mull’s dark isle no more they knew, 
Nor Ardnamurchan’s mountains blue.’* 


Turner be worth any thing, ** No words could have given a 
truer picture of this, one of the widest of Nature’s land- 
scapes.” Mr. Turner adds, ho-wrever, that he dissents in one 
particular ; but for 07i£ m- two tufts of grass he must have 
broken his neck, having slipped when trying to attain the 
best position for taking the view which embellishes volume 
tenth, edition 1833. 

8 MS.*— “ And wUder, at each step they take, 

Turn the proud cliffs and yawning lake ; 

Huge naked sheets of granite black,” &c. 

9 MS.— “ For from the mountain’s crown.” 

10 MS.— “ Huge crags had toppled down,” 


2 MS. — For favouring gales compeil’d to stay.” 

3 See Appendix, Note 2G. 

^ MS. — “ Dark banks.” 

K nrr. « A ,(■ deers have buds "4 . , ,» 

MS. — “And-J, „ > m deep Glencoe, 

i heather-bells > 

MS.-" 

i. Barest. } 

7 The Quarterly Keviewer says, ** This picture of barren de- 
solation is admirably touched;” and if the ojnnion of Mr. 
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The evemxig mists, with ceaseless change, 

Now clothed the mountains’ lofty range. 

Now left their foreheads bare. 

And round the skirts their mantle furl’d, 

Or on the sable waters curl’d, 

Or on the eddying breezes whirl’d, 

Dispersed in middle air. 

And oft, condensed, at once they lower, ^ 

When, brief and fierce, the mountain shower 
Pours like a torrent down,^ 

And when return the sun’s glad beams, 

Whiten’d with foam a thousand streams 
Leap from the mountain’s crown.® 

XVI. ■ 

This lake,” said Bruce, whose barriers drear 
Are precipices shai’p and sheer, 

Yielding no track for goat or deei’, 

Save the black shelves we tread, 

How term you its dark waves? and how 
Yon northern mountain’s pathless brow, 

And yonder peak of dread, 

That to the evening sun uplifts 
The griesly gulfs and slaty rifts. 

Which seam its shiver’d head ?” — 

“ Coriskin call the dark lake’s name, 

Coolin the ridge, as bards proclaim, 

From old Cucliullin, chief of fame. 

But bards, familiar in our isles 
Rather with Nature’s frowns than smiles, 

Full oft their careless humours please 
By sportive names from scenes like those. 

I would old Torquil were to show 
His maidens with their breasts of sno-w, 

Or that my noble Liege were nigh 
To hear his Nurse sing lullaby 1 ' 

(The Maids — tall cliffs with breakers white, 

The Nurse — a torrent’s roaring might,) 

Or that your eye could see the mood 
Of Corryvrekin’s whirlpool rude, 

When dons the Hag her whiten’d hood — « 

’Tis thus our islesmen’s fancy frames, 

For scenes so stern, fantastic names.” 

XYII. 

Answer’d the Bruce, Au<l musing mind 
Might here a graver moral find. 

These mighty cliff's, that heave on high 
Their naked brows to middle sky, 

Indifferent to the sun or snow, 

Where nought can fade, and nought can blow, 


* MS. — Oft closing too, at once they lower." 

* MS.— Pour’d like a torrent dread.” 

® MS.— Leap from the mountain’s head.’* 

* ** He who ascends to mountain-tops, shall find 

The loftiest peaks most wrapt in clouds and snow ; 
He who surpasses or subdues mankind. 


May they not mark a Monarch’s fate,— 
Raised liigh ’mid storms of strife and, state. 
Beyond life’s lowlier pleasures placed, 

His soul a rock, Ms heart a waste 
O’er hope and love and fear aloft 
High rears his crowned head — But soft! 
Look, underneath yon jutting crag 
Are hunters and a slaughter’d stag. 

Who may they be? But late you said 
No steps these desert regions tread?” — 

XVIII. 

So said I — and believed in sooth,” 

Ronald replied, I spoke the truth. 

Yet now I spy, by yonder stone. 

Five men — they mark us, and come on ; 

And by then* badge on bonnet borne, 

I guess them of the land of Lorn, 

Foes to my Liege.” — So let it be ; 

I’ve faced worse odds than five to three — 

— But the poor page can little aid ; 

Then be our battle thus array’d, 

If our free passage they contest ; 

Cope thou with two, I’il match the rest.” — 

" Not so, my Liege — for, by my life. 

This sword shall meet the treble strife ; 

My strength, my skill in arms, more small, 
And less the loss should Ronald tali. 

But islesmen soon to soldiers grow, 

Allan has sword as well as bow, 

And were my Monarch’s order given. 

Two shafts should make our number 
even.” — 

No ! not to save my life !” he said ; 
Enough of blood rests on my head, 

Too rashly spill’d — we soon shall know, 
Whether they come as friend or 

XIX. 

Nigh came the strangers, and more nigh 
Still less they pleased the Monarch’s eye. 
Men were they ail of evil mien, 
Down-look’d, unwilling to be seen;^ 

They moved with half-resolved pace. 

And bent on earth each gloomy face. 

The foremost two were fair array’d, 

With brogue and bonnet, ti’ews and plaid, 
And bore the arms of mountaineers, 
Daggers and broadswords, bows and spears. 
The three, that lagg’d small space behind, 
Seem’d serfs of more degraded kind ; 


Must look down on the hate of those below. 

Though high above the sun of glory glow. 

And far beneath the earth and ocean spread, 

Round him are icy rocks, and loudly blow 
Contending tempests on his naked head. 

And thus reward the toils which to those summits led.” 

CJdkle Harold^ Canto iii 

5 See Appendix, Note 2 H. 
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Goat-skins or deer-hides o’er them cast, 
Made a rude fence against the blast ; 
Their arms and feet and heads were hare. 
Matted their beards, unshorn their hair; 
For arms, the caitiffs bore in hand, 

A club, an axe, a i*usty brand. 


xxn. 

They reach’d the dreary cabin, made 
Of sails against a rock display’d, * 
And there, on entering,*" found 
A slender hoy, whose form and mien 
Hi suited with such savage scene, 

In cap and cloak of velvet green, 

Low seated on the ground. 

His garb was such as minstrels wear, 

Dark was his hue, and dark bis hair, 

His youthful cheek was maiT’d by care, 

His eyes in sorrow drown’d. 

Whence this poor boy?”— As Donald 
spoke. 

The voice his trance of anguish broke ; 

As if awaked from ghastly dream, 

He raised his bead with start and scream, 
And wildly gazed around ; 

Then to the wall bis face he turn’d, 

And bis dark neck with blushes buni’d. 


XX. 

Onward, still mute, they kept the track ; — 
Tell who ye be, or else stand back,” 

Said Bruce ; In deserts wdien they meet, 
Men pass not as in peaceful street.” 

Still, at his stern command, they stood, 

And proffer’d greeting brief and rude, 

But acted courtesy so ill. 

As seem’d of fear, and not of uill. 

Wanderers we are, as you may be ; 

Men liither driven by wind and sea, 

Who, if you list to taste our cheer, 

Will share with you this fallow deer.” — 

“ If fi’om the sea, where lies your bark ? ” — 
Ten fathom deep in ocean dark 1 
Wreck’d yesternight : but we are men, 

Who little sense of peril ken. 

The shades come down — the day is shut — 
Will you go with us to our hut?” — 

Our vessel waits us in the hay 
Thanks for your proffer — have good-day.” — 

" Was that your galley, then, which rode 
Not far from shore when evening glow’d?” — ‘ 
It was.” — Then spare your needless pain, 
There will she now be sought in vain, 

“We saw her from the mountain head, 

When, with St. George’s blazon red, 

A southern vessel bore in sight. 

And yours raised sail, and took to flight.” — 


XXIIL 

Whose is the boy ? ” again he said. 

By chance of war our captive made ; 

He may he yours, if you should hold 
That music has more charms than gold ; 
For, though from earliest childhood mute, 
The lad can deftly touch the lute, 

And on the rote and viol play, 

And well can drive the time away 
For those who love sueli glee ; 

For me, the favouring breeze, wiien loud 
It pipes upon the galley’s shroud, 

Make^s blither melody.” — ® 

“ Hath be, then, sense of spoken sound?”— 
“ Aye ; so his mother bade us know, 

A crone in our late shipwreck drown’d, 
And hence the silly stripling’s woe. 
More of the youth I cannot say, 

Our captive hut since yesterday ; 

When wind and weather wax’d so grim, 
We little listed thinli of him. — 

But why waste time in idle words? 

Sit to your cheer — unbelt your swords.” 
Sudden the captive turn’d his head, 

And one quick glance to Ronald sped.. 

It was a keen and warning look, 

And well the Chief the signal took. 


XXL 

" Now, by the rood, unwelcome news ! ” 
Thus with Lord Ronald communed Bruce ; 
“ Nor rests there light enough to show 
If this their tale be true or no. 

The men seem bred of churlish kind. 

Yet mellow nuts have hardest rind ; 

We will go with them — ^food and 
And sheltering roof our w^ants require. 
Sure guard ’gainst treachery ydll we keep, 
And watch by turns our comrades’ sleep. — 
Good fellows, thanks ; your guests we’ll be. 
And well will pay the courtesy. 

Come, lead us where your lodging lies, — 
— Nay, soft ! we mix not companies. — 
Show us the path o’er crag and stone,”* 
And we will follow you ; — lead on.” 


XXIV. 

Kind host,” he said, our needs require 
A separate board and separate fire ; 

For know, that on a pilgrimage 
Wend I, my comrade, and this page. 


Our boat and vessel cannot stay.” 

Beep in the bay when evening glow’d.” 
Yet rugged brows have bosoms kind ; 
Wend we vitb them— for food and fire,’ 
Wend you the first o’er stock and stone. 
Entrance.” 


But on the clairshoch he can play. 

And help a weary night away. 

With those who love such glee. 

To me, the favouring breeze, when loud 
It pipes through on my galley’s shroud. 
Makes better melody.” 





XXVII. 

What spell was gotxl King Robert^ sa 
To drive the weary night away? 

His was the patriot’s burning thought, 
Of Freedom’s battle bravely fought. 

Of castles stona’d, of cities freed, 

Of deep design and daring deed, 

Of England’s roses reft and torn, 

And Scotland’s cross in triumph worn, 
Of rout and rally, war and truce, — 

As heroes think, so thought the Bruee. 
No marvel, ’mid such musings high. 
Sleep shunn’d the Monarch’s tlioughtfu 
Now over Coolin’s eastern head 
The greyish light « begins to spread. 

The otter to his cavern drew, 

And clamour’d shrill the waskcning mev> 
Then watch’d the page— to needful rest 
The King resign’d his anxious 


XXYI. 

Not in his dangerous host confides 
The King, but wary watch provides. 
Ronald keeps ward till midnight past, 
Then wakes the King, young Allan last 


.ave sworn to 

its this hallow’d task of ours, 
doff the plaid or sword, 
us at a stranger’s board.** 


“ an ill foreboding ray.” 
But seems in senseless slumber laid. 
Must she alone his musings share. 
They turn to his betrothed bride.” 
The cold blue light.’* 









THE LORD OP THE ISLES. 


Andj if to Hianhood he arrive, 

May match the boldest knight alive. 

Then thought he of his mother’s tower, 

His little sisters’ greenwood bower, 

How there the Easter-gambols pass. 

And of Dan Joseph’s lengthen’d mass. 

But still before Ms weary eye 
In rays prolong’d the blazes die-^ 

Again he roused Mm — on the lake 
Look’d forth, where now the twilight-flake 
Of pale cold dawn began to wake. 

On Coolin’s cliffs tbe mist lay furl’d, 

The morning breeze the lake had curl’d. 

The short dark waves, heaved to the land, 
With ceaseless plash kiss’d cliff or sand 
It >vas a slumbrous sound — ^he turn’d 
To tales at which his youth had burn’d, 

Of pilgrim’s path by demon cross’d. 

Of sprightly elf or yelling ghost, 

Of the wild witch’s baneful cot, 

And mermaid’s alabaster grot, 

Who bathes her limbs in sunless well, 

Deep in Strathaird’s enchanted celL^ 

Thither in fancy rapt he flies, 

' And on his sight the vaults arise ; 

That hut’s dark walls he sees no more. 

His foot is on the marble floor,. 

And o’er his head the dazzling .spars 
Gleam like a Armament of stars ! 

—Hark ! hears he not the sea-nymph speak 
Her anger in that thrilling shriek ! — 

No! all too late, with Allan’s dream 
Mingled the captive’s warning scream.^ 

As from the ground he strives to start, 

A ruffian’s dagger finds his heart 1 
Upward he easts his dizzy eyes, ... 
Murmurs Ms master’s name, . . . and dies ! ^ 

, , XXIX. 

Not so awoke the King I his hand 
Snatch’d from the flame a knotted brand, 
The nearest weapon of his wrath ; 

With this he cross’d the murderer’s path. 
And venged young Allan well! 

The spatter’d brain and bubbling blood 
Hiss’d on the half-extingiiish’d wood, 

The miscreant gasp’d and fell ! ^ 

Nor rose in peace the Island Lord; 

One caitiff died upon Ms sword, 


1 See Appendix, Note 91. 

'2 MS.- ^ with empty dream, ■ .! 

Mingled the captive’s real scream.” I 

3 ** yonng Allan’s turn (to watch) comes last, which give-s 
the poet the opportunity of marking, in the most natural and 
happy manner, that insensible transition from the reality of 
waking thoughts, to the fanciful visions of slumber, and that 
delusive power of the imagination which so blends the con- 
fine.s of these separate states, as to deceive and sport with the 
efforts even of determined vigilance.”— j3r/^/A•7^ Critic, jJVS- 
ruarp, 1815. 


And one beneath his grasp lies prone, 

In mortal grapple overthrown. 

But while Lord Ronald’s dagger drank 
The life-blood from Ms panting flank, 

The Father-ruffian of the band 
Behind him rears a coward hand ! 

—0 for a moment’s aid, 

Till Bruce, who deals no double blow,® 

Dash to the earth another foe. 

Above Ms comrade laid ! — 

And it is gain’d — the captive sprung 
On the raised arm, and closely clung, 

And, ere he shook Mm loose. 

The master’d felon press’d the ground, 

And gasp’d beneath a mortal wound. 

While o’er him stands the Bmee. 

XXX. 

hliscreant ! w'hile lasts thy flitting spark. 
Give me to know the purpose dark, 

That arm’d thy hand with murderous knife. 
Against offenceless stranger’s life?” — 

No stranger thou !” with accent fell. 
Murmur’d the wretch ; I know thee well ; 
And know thee for the foeman sworn 
Of my high chief, the mighty Lorn.” — 

Speak yet again, and speak the truth 
For thy soul’s sake! — from whence this youth? 
His country, birth, and name declare, 

And thus one evil deed repair.” — 

— “ Vex me no more ! . . . my blood runs cold . 
No more I know than I have told. 

We found him in a bark we sought 

With different purpose . . . and I thought” . . - 

Pate cut him short ; in blood and broil, 

As he had lived, died Cormac Doil. 

XXXI. 

Then resting on Ms bloody blade. 

The valiant Bruce to Ronald said, 

Now shame upon us both !— that boy 
Lifts his mute face to heaveiV^ 

And clasps his hands, to testily 
His gratitude to God on high. 

For strange deliverance given. 

His speechless gesture thanks hath paid. 

Which our free tongues have left unsaid !” 

He raised the youth with kindly word, 

But mark’d Mm shudder at the sword : 


4 MS. — What time the miscreant fell.” 

5 On witnessing the disinterment of Bruce’s remains at 
Dunfermline, in 1822,” says Sir Walter, many people shed 
tears ; for there was the wasted skull, which once was the 
head that thought so wisely and boldly for his country’s de- 
liverance ; and there was the dry bone, which had once been, 
the sturdy arm that killed Sir Henry de Bohun, between the 
two armies, at a swffle Uoiv, on the evening before the battle 
of Bannockburn .”— of a &an(jtfathe}\ 

6 MS.— “ Holds up his speechless face to heaven.” 
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He cleansed it from its liue of death, 

And plunged the weapon in its sheath. 

^ Alas, poor child! unfitting part 
Fate doom’d, when with so soft a heart, 
And form so slight as thine, 

She made thee first a pirate’s slave, 

Then, in his stead, a patron gave 
Of wayward lot like mine ; 

A landless prince, whose wandering life 
Is but one scene of blood and strife— 

Yet scant of friends the Bruce shall be, 
But he’ll find resting-place for thee.— 
Come, noble Konald ! o’er the dead 
Enough thy generous grief is paid. 

And well has Allan’s fate been wToke ; 
Come, wend we hence—the day has broke 
Seek we our bark— I trust the tale 
Was fiilse, that she had hoisted sail.’’ 

XXXII. 

Yet, ere they left that cliarnel-eell, 

The Island Lord bade sad farewell 
To Allan « Who shall tell tliis tale,” 

He said, «in halls of Donagaile! 

Oh, who his widow’d mother tell, 

That, ere his bloom, her fairest fell !— 
Beat thee, poor youth ! and trust my care 
For mass and knell and funeral prayer j 
While o’er those caitiffs, where they lie. 
The wolf shall snarl, the raven cry i” 

And now the eastern mountain’s head 
On the dark lake threw lustre red ; 

Bright gleams of gold and purple streak 
Bavine and precipice and peak— 

(So earthly power at distance shows ; 
Beveals his splendour, hides his woes.) 
O’er sheets of granite, dark and broad, ^ 
Bent and unequal, lay the road. 

In sad discourse the warriors wind. 

And the mute captive moves behind.® 


SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 

S'0r5i 0 f,,t 50 liSIej,': 


1 MS.— Along the lake’s rude maKpu slow, 

O’er terraces of granite black they go.” 




" And the mute page moves slow behind.”— 


This canto is full of beauties : the first part of it, contain- 
ing the conference of the chiefs in Bruce’s chamber, might 
perhaps have been abridged, because the discussion of a mere 
matter of business is unsuited for poetry ; but the remainder 
of the canto is unobjectionable ; the scenery in which it is laid 
excites the imagination ; and the cave scene affords many op- 
portumties for the poet, of which Mr. Scott has veiy succesl 
fully availed himself. The description of Allan’s watch is 
particularly pleasing ; indeed, the manner in which he is made 
to fan asleep, mingling the scenes of which he was thinking, 
mth the sceneaToundhim,and then mingling with his dreams 
the captives sudden scream, is, we think, among the most 
happy passages of the whole poem.”— QiiarferZy Review. 

®cw®^jknow whether we could have selected a pas- 
mustrate its general 
merits and pervading blemishes than the one which we have 


CANTO FOlTItm 


Stranger ! if e’er tliine ardent step hath traced 
The northern realms of ancient Caledon, 

Where the proud Queen of Wilderness hath placed, 
By lake and cataract, her lonely throne ; 

Sublime but sad delight thy soul hath known, 
Gazing on pathless glen and mountain high. 
Listing where from the cliffs the torrents thrown 
Mingle their echoes with the eagle’s cry, 

And with the sounding lake, and with the moaningsky. 

Yes ! ’twas sublime, but sad— The loneliness 
Loaded thy heart, the desert tired thine eye ; 

And strange and awful fears began to press 
Thy bosom with a stern solemnity, 
llien hast thou wish’d some woodman’s cottage nign, 
Something that show’d of life, though low and mean : 
Glad sight, its curling wreath of smoke to spy, 

Glad sound, its cock’s blithe carol w'ould have'been, 
Or children whooping wild beneath the willows green. 

Such are the scenes, wiicre savage grandeur wakes 
An awful thrill that softens into sighs j 
Such feelings rouse them by dim Rannoch’s lakes, 
In dark Glencoe such gloomy raptures rise : 

Or farther, where, beneath the northern skies, 
Chides wild Loch-Eribol his caverns hoar — 

But, be the minstrel judge, they yield the prize 
Of desert dignity to that dread shore, 

That sees grim Coolin rise, and hears Coriskin roar.® 

II. 

Through such wild scenes the champion pass’d, 
When bold balloo and bugle-blast 
Upon the bi*eeze came loud and fast. 


just quoted (stanzas xxxi and xxxii.) The same happy mix- 
ture of moral remark an d vivid painting of dramatic situations, 
trequently occurs, and is as frequently debased by prosaic ex- 
pressions and couplets, andby every variety of ungrammatical 
license, or even barbarism. Our readers, in short, will imme- 
diately here discover the powerful hand that has so often pre- 
sented them with descriptions calculated at once to exalt and 
animate their thoughts, and to lower and deaden the language 
winch is their veliicle ; but, as we have before observed again 
and again, we believe, Mr. Scott is inaccessible even to the mijd * 
est and the most just reproof on this suli^ect. We really be- 
lieve that he mmni^ write correct English ; and we therefore 
dismiss him as an incurable, with unfeigned compassion for 
this one fault, and with the highest admiration of his many 

redeeming virtues.”— jjcy/eio. 

" That Mr. Scott can clothe the grandeur of 

nia thought in the majesty of expression, unobscured with the 
jargon of antiquated ballads, and unencumbered by the awk- 
wardness of rugged expression, or harsh involution, we can 
^th pleasure acknowledge ; a finer specimen cannot perhaps 
be exhibited than in this passage.”— JBriiijrA Critic. 



THE LORD OP THE ISLES 


Such hate was uis on Solway’s strand, 
When vengeance clench’d his palsied hand, 
That pointed yet to Scotland’s land/ 

As his last accents pray’d 
Disgrace and curse upon his heir. 

If he one Scottish head should spare, 

Till stretch’d upon the bloody lair 
,, Each rebel corpse was laid ! 

Such hate was his, w’hen his last breath 
Renounced the peaceful house of death, 
And bade his bones to Scotland’s coast 
Be borne by his remorseless host, 

As if Ins dead and stony eye 
Could still enjoy her misery ! 

Such hate was his — dark, deadly, long; 
Mine, — as enduring, deep, and strong!” — 


Tlierc,” said the Bruce, “rung Edward’s Uorn! 
What can have caused such brief return 2 
And see, brave Ronald, —see him dart 
O’er stock and stone like hunted hart. 
Precipitate, as is the use, 

In war or sport, of Edward Bruce. 

— He marks us, and his eager cry 
Will toll his news ere he be nigh.” 


III. 

Loud Edward shouts, What make ye here, 
Warring upon the mountain-deer. 

When Scotland wants her King ? 

A bark from Lennox cross’d our track. 

With her in speed I hurried back. 

These joyful news to bring — 

The Stuart stirs in Teviotdale, 

And Douglas wakes his native vale; 

Thy storm-toss’d fleet hath worrits way 
With little loss to Brodick-Bay, 

And Lennox, with a gallant band. 

Waits but thy coming and command 
To waft them o’er to Garrick strand. 

There are blithe news ! — but mark the close ! 
Edward, the deadliest of our foes. 

As with his host he northward pass’d, 

Hath on the Borders breathed his last.” 


Let women, Edward, war with words, 
With curses monks, but men with swords ; 
Nor doubt of living foes, to sate 
Deepest revenge and deadliest bate.® 

Now, to the sea i behold tire beach, 

And see the galleys’ pendants stretch 
Their fluttering length down flivoui’ing gale I 
Aboard, aboard I and hoist the sail. 

Hold we our way for Arran first, 

Y/here meet in arms our friends dispersed ; 
Lennox the loyal, De la Ilaye, 

And Boyd the bold in battle fray. 

T long the hardy band to head, 

And see once more my standard spread. — 
Does noble Ronald share our course, 

Or stay to raise his island force 2” — 

Come weal, come woe, by Bruce’s side.” 
Replied the Chief, " will Ronald bide. 

And since two galleys yonder ride, 

Be mine, so please my liege, dismiss’d 
To wake to arms the clans of List, 

And all who hear the Minche’s roar, 

On the Long Island’s lonely shore. 

The nearer Isles, with slight delay, 

Ourselves may summon in our way ; 

And soon on Arran’s shore shall meet. 

With TorquiFs aid, a gallant fleet. 

If aught avails their Chieftain’s best 
Among the islesmen of the west.” 


Still stood the Brace — his steady cheek ' 
Was little wont his joy to speak, 

But then his colour rose : 

“ Now, Scotland 1 shortly shalt thou see. 
With God’s high will, thy children free, 
And vengeance on thy foes ! 

Yet to no sense of selfish wTongs, 

Bear Vyitness with me, Heaven, belongs 
My joy o’er Edward’s bier ; ^ 

I took my knighthood at his hand, 

And lordship held of him, and land. 

And well may vouch it here, 

That, blot the story from his page, 

Of Scotland ruin’d In his rage, 

You read a monarch brave and sage, 

And to his people dear.”-— 

" Let London’s burghers mourn her Lord, 
And Croydon monks his praise record,” 
The eager Edward said ; 

“ Eternal as his own, my hate 
Surmounts the bounds of mortal fate, 

And dies not with the dead I 


Thus was their venturous council said. 
But, ere their sails the galleys spread, 


1 See Appendix, Note 9 IL 

2 See Ajjpendix, Note 9 L. 

3 “ The Bruce was, unquestionably, of a temper never sur- 
passed for its humanity, naunificence, and nobleness ; yet, to 
represent him sorrowing over the death of the first Plantage- 
net, after the repeated and tremendous ills indicted by that 
man on Scotland— the patriot Wallace murdered by his order, 
as well as the royal race of Wales, and the very brothers of 
The Bruce, slaughtered by his comuiand— to represent the 
just and generous Hubert, we repeat, feeling an instant's com- 


passion for the sudden fate of a miscreant like this, is, w'e are 
compelled to say it, so monstrous, and in a SeoUinh'poat, so 
unnatural a violation of truth and decency, not to say patri- 
otism, that we are really astonished that the author cuuid 
have conceived the idea, much more that he could suifer his 
pen to record it. This wretched abasement on the part of 
The Bruce, is farther heightened by the Kiug’s haif-reproheu- 
siou of Prince Edward’s noble and stern expression of iindyins 
hatred against his country’s si»oiler, and his family a astiaftsiu. 
Critical Ee(}kw> ' ^ 




SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


CJonsMn daik and Coolin hig'lx 
Echoed the dirge’s doleful cry. 

Along that sable lake pass’d slow,— 

Ii*it scene for such a sight of woe, — 

The sorrowing islesmen, as they boro 
The murder’d Allan to the shore. 

At erery pause, with dismal shout, 

Their coronach of grief rung out, 

And ever, when they moved again, 

The pipes resumed their clamorous strain, 
And, with the pibroch’s shrilling wail, 

Mourn’d the young heir of Donagaile. 

Round and around, from cliff and cave, 

His answer stern old Coolin gave, 

Till high upon his misty side 
Languish’d the mournful notes, and died. 

For never sounds, by mortal made, 

Attain’d his high and haggard head, 

That echoes but the tempest’s moan. 

Or the deep thunder’s rending groan. 

VIL 

Merrily, merrily bounds the bark, 

She bounds before the gale, 

The mountain breeze from Ben-na-darch 
Is joyous in her sail ! 

With fluttering sound like laughter hoarse. 
The cords and canvass strain, 

The waves, divided by her force, 

In rippling eddies chased her course, 

As if they laugh’d again. 

Not down the breeze more blithely flew. 
Skimming the wave, the light sea-mew, 

Than the gay galley bore 
Her course upon that flivouring wind, 

And Coolin’s crest has sunk belrind. 

And Slapin’s cavern’d shore.^ 

’Twas then that warlike signals vrake 
Bunscaith’s dark towers and Eisord’s lake, 
And soon, from Cavilgarrigh’s head, 

Thick wreaths of eddying smoke \vere spread; 
A summons these of wur and WTath 
To the brave clans of Sleat and Strath, 

And, ready at the sight. 

Each warrior to his weapons sprung. 

And targe upon his shoulder flung, 

Impatient for the fight. 

Mac-Kinnon’s chief, in warfare grey. 

Had charge to muster their aiTay, 

And guide their barks to Brodick-Bay. 

Yin. 

Signal of Ronald’s high command, 

A beacon gleam’d o’er sea and land, 


From Ganna’s tourer, that, steep and grey, 
Like faleon-nest o’erbangs the bay.- 
Seek not the giddy crag to climb, 

To view the turret scathed by time ; 

It is a task of doubt and fear . 

To aught but goat or mountain-deer. 

But rest thee on the silver beach, 

And let the aged herdsman teach 
His tale of former day ; 

His cur’s wild clamour lie shall chide. 
And for thy seat by ocean’s side, 

His varied plaid display ; 

Then tell, how with their Chieftain came. 
In ancient times, a foreign dame 
To yonder® turret grey.-* 

Stern was her Lord's suspicious mind, 

Who ill so rude a jail confined 
So soft and fair a thrall ! 

And oft, when moon on ocean slejit, 

That lovely lady sate and ivept 
Upon the castle-wall. 

And turn’d her eye to southern climes. 

And thought perchance of happier times. 
And touch’d her lute by fits, and sung 
Wild ditties in her native tongue. 

And still, when on the cliff and bay 
Placid and pale the moonbeams play. 

And every breeze is mute, 

Upon the lone Hebridean’s ear 
Steals a strange pleasure mix’d with fear, 
While from that cliff be seems to hear 
The murmur of a lute, 

And sounds, as of a captive lone, 

That mourns her woes in tongue unlirmwn - 
Strange is the tale — but all too long 
Already hath it staid the song — 

Yet who may pass them by, 

That crag and tower in ruins grey,® 

Nor to their hapless tenant pay 
The tribute of a sigh ! 


Merrily, merrily bounds the bark 
O’er the broad ocean driven, 

Her path by Ronin’s mountains dark 
The steersman’s hand bath given. 
And Bonin’s mountains dark have sent 
Their hunters to the shore,® 

And each his ashen bow unbent. 

And gave his pastime o’er, 

And at the Island Lord’s command, 

For hunting spear took warrior’s brand. 
On Scooreigg next a w'arning light 
Summon’d her warriors to the fight ; 


^ MS. ** mountain-shore.” 

* See Appendix, Note 2 M. 

® MS.— “ To Ganna’s tnrret grey.*” 

* ” The stanzas wluch follow are, we think, touchingly 
heaatiful, and breathe a sweet and melancholy tenderness, 


perfectly suitable to the sad talc -vvluch they record.”— Criti* 
ml Btrm't'w. 

5 MS.—** That crag with crest of ruins grey." 

® See Appendix, Note 2 N 
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THE LORD OF THE ISLES. 


A numerous race, ere stem MacLeod 
O’er their bleak shores in vengeance strode,^ 
When all in vain the ocean-cave 
Its refuge to his victims gave. 

The Chief, relentless in his wrath. 

With blazing heath blockades the path ; 

In dense and stifling volumes roll’d, 

The vapour fill’d the cavem’d hold ! 

The warrior-threat, the infant’s plain, 

The mother’s screams, were heard in vain; 
The vengeful Chief maintains his fires. 

Till in the vault- a tribe expires I 

The bones, which strew that cavern's gloom, 

Too well attest their dismal doom, 

X. 

Merrily, merrily goes the bark^ 

On a breeze from the northward free, 

So shoots through the morning sky the lark, 
Or the swan through the summer sea. 
The shores of Mull on the eastward lay. 

And tJlva dark and Colon say, 

And all the group of islets gay 

That guard famed Stafia roimd.^ 

Tiien all unknovsTi its columns rose. 

Where dark and undisturb’d repose-^ 

The cormorant had found, 

And the shy seal had quiet home, 

And welter’d in that ■wondrous dome, 
Where, as to shame the temples dec!:’d 
By skill of earthly architect, 

Nature herself, it seem’d, w'ould raise 
A Minster to her Maker’s praise 
Not for a meaner use ascend 
Her columns, or her arches bend ; 

Nor of a theme less solemn tells 
That mighty surge that ebbs and swells, 

And still, between each awful pause, 

From the high vault an answer draws, 


1 See Appendix, Note 3 O. 

2 MS. — “ Till in their smoke,” &c. 

9 And so also ‘ mc 4 rrily. luenily, jjoes the hard,’ in a .s'uc- 
cession of merriment, which, like Do.u berry’s tedionsnoss, he 
finds it in his heart to bestow wholly and entirely on -us, 
through ])age after page, or wave after wave of his voyage. 
We could almost be tempted to believe that he was on his re- 
turn from ykyc when he wrote this portion of his poem from 
Skye, the depository of the ‘ mighty cup of royal Soinevled,' 
as well as of ‘ Rorio More’s ’ comparatively modem ‘ horn 
and that, as he says himself of a minstrel who celebrated the 
hospitalities of Dunvcgan-castle in that island, ‘ it is pretty 
plain, that wdien this tribute of ])nctical praise was bestowed, 
tile horn uf Rorie !More had not been inactive.’ ” — Jlouthlj/ 
Jli'riAV. See A])penuix, Note M. 

■4 “ Of the prominent beauties which abound in the poem, 
the most inaginnceut we consider to be the description of the 
celebrated Cave of Fiiigal, wiiich is conceived in a mighty 
miiul, and is cx]»ressed in a strain of poetry, clear, simple, 
and ."Ubliine.” — JOr/thh CftVe. 

£* Where niched, his andisturh’d repose.” 

S b'ee AppendLv, Note 3 P, 
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In varied tone prolong’d and high» 

That mocks the organ’s melody. 

Nor doth its entrance front in vain 
To old Iona’s holy fane, 

That Nature’s voice might seem to say, 

‘‘ W ell hast thou done, irail Child of clay ! 

Thy humble powers that stately shrine 
Task’d high and hard— but witness mine!'’* 

XL ■ ■■ 

Merrily, merrily goes the bark, 

Before the gale she bounds ; 

So darts the dolphin fii’om the shark. 

Or the deer before the hounds. 

Ihey left Loch-Tua on their lee, 

And they waken’d the men of the wiki 
Tiree, 

And the Chief of the sandy Coll ; 

They paused not at Columba’s islo. 

Though peal’d the bells from the holy pi:e 
With long and measured toil; ^ 

No time for matin or for mass, 

And the scund.s of tlm holy summons pass 
Away in the billows’ roll. 

Loehbuie’s fierce and vrarlike Lord 
Their signal saw, and grasp’d liis sword, 

And verdant Hay call’d her host, 

And the clans of Jura’s rugged coast 
Lord Ronald's call obey, 

And Scarba's isle, whose tortured shore 
Still rings to Corrievraken's roar. 

And lonely Col onsay ; 

—Scenes sung by him w ho sin.gs no more ‘ ^ 

Ills bright and brief career is o’er, 

And mute his tiinc-ful strains ; 

Quench’d is his lamp of varied lore, 

That loved the light of song to pour ; 

A distant and a deadly shore 
Has Leyden’s cold remains i 


7 The MS. ad.ls, 

“ Which, when the ruins cf thy pile 
Cunibor the desolated isle. 

Firm and immutable shall stand, 

’Gainst wind'-, a7id -w'aves, and spoiler’s hand.” 

s We were now treadin^^ that illustrious island, which was 
once the luminary of the Caledonian reTpons, ■whence savaj^o 
clans and roving baibarians derived the bemrits of knowledge, 
and the blessings of religion. To abstract the mind from ail 
local emotion would be impossible, if it were endeavoured, 
and would be foolish, if it were possible. Whatever withdraws 
us from the power of our senses ; whatever makes the past, 
the distant, or the future predominate over the present, ad- 
vances us in the dignity of thinking beings. Far from me and. 
from my friends be such frigid xdiilosojdiy, as may conduct us 
indifferent and unmoved over any ground which has been dig- 
nified by wisdom, bravei’y, or virtue. That man is little to be 
envied, whose patriotism would, not gain force upon the ])lain 
of Marathon, or whose piety would not grow warmer amuifg 
the ruins of Iona.”— JouNSOx. 

9 Sec Aiipemlix, Note 2 Q. 

10 MS. His short but bright,*’ &e. 
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And good King Robert’s brow express’d, 
He ponder’d o'er some high request. 

As doubtful to approve ; 

Yet in his eye and lip the while-i 
Dwelt the half-pitying glance and smile, 
Which manhood’s graver mood beguile, 
When lovers talk of love. 

Anxious his suit Lord Ronald pled ; 

— And for my bride betrothed,” he said, 
My Liege has heard the rumour spread 
Of Edith from Artornish fled. 

Too hard her fate— I claim no right ^ 

To blame her for her hasty flight ; 

Be joy and happiness her lot I — 

But she hath fled the bridal-knot, 

And Lorn recall’d his promised plight, 

In the assembled chieftains’ sight. — 
When, to fulfil our fathers’ band, 

I profler’d all I could — my hand — 

I was repulsed with scorn ; 

Mine honour I should ill assert, 

And worse the feelings of my heart, 

If I should play a suitor’s part 
Again, to pleasure Lorn.” — 


Ever the breeze blows merrily. 

But the galley ploughs no more the sea. 
Lest, rounding wild Cantyre, they meet 
The southern foeman’s watchful fleet. 
They held unwonted way; — ■ 

Up Tarbat’s western lake they bore, 

Then dragg’d their hark the isthmus o’er. 
As far as KilmaconneFs shore, 

Upon the eastern bay. 

It was a w’ondrous sight to see 
Topmast and pennon glitter free. 

High raised above the greenwood tree, 

As on dry land the galley moves, 

By cliff and copse and alder groves. 

Deep import from that selcouth sign, 

Did many a mountain Seer divine, 

For ancient legends told the Gael, 

That when a royal bark should sail 
O’er Kilmaconnel moss, 

Old Albyn should in fight prevail, 

And every foe should faint and quail 
Before her silver Cross. 


XIII. 

Now launch’d once more, the inland sea 
They furrow with fair augury, 

And steer for Arran’s isle ; 

The sun, ere yet he sunk behind 
Ben-Ghoil, the Mountain of the Wind, 
Gave his grim peaks a greeting kind. 
And bade Loch Ranza smile.® 
Thither their destined course they drew; 
It seem’d the isle her monarch knew. 

So brilliant was the landward view, 

The ocean so serene ; 

Each puny wave in diamonds roll’d 
O’er the calm deep, where hues of gold 
With azure strove and green. 

The hill, the vale, the tree, the tower, 
Glow’d with the tints of evening’s hour. 
The beach was silver sheen, 

The wind breathed soft as lover’s sigh, 
And, oft renew’d, seem’d oft to die, 

With breathless pause between. 

O who, with speech of war and woes, 
Would wish to break the soft repose 
Of such enchanting scene I 


Young Lord,” the Royal Bruce'* replied, 
« That question must the Church decide ; 
Yet seems it hard, since rumours state 
Edith takes Clifford for her mate, 

The very tie, which she hath broke, 

To thee should still be binding yoke. 

But, for my sister Isabel — 

The mood of woman who can tell ? 

I guess the Champion of the Rock, 
Tictorious in the tourney shock, 

That knight unknown, to whom the piize 
She dealt, — had favour in her eyes ; 

But since our brother Nigel’s flite, 

Our ruin’d house and hapless state, 

From worldly joy and hope estranged, 
Much is the hapless mourner changed. 
Perchance,” here smiled the noble King, 

“ This tale may other muvsings bring. 

Soon shall we know ’ — yon mountains hide 
The little convent of Saint Bride ; 

There, sent by Edward, she must stay, 

Till fate shall give more prosperous day ; ® 
And thither will I bear tliy suit, 

Nor will tliine advocate be mute.” 


la it of war Lord Ronald speaks ? 

The blush that dies his manly cheeks. 
The timid look and downcast eye, 
And faltering voice the theme deny. 


XVI. 

As thus they talk’d in earnest mood, 
That speechless boy beside them stood. 


* See Appendix, Note 2 B. 

* See Appendix, Note 2 S. 

« MS.- “ no tongue is mine 

To blame her,” dec. 


* MS.— “ The princely Bruce. 


5 MS. — “ Thither, by Edward sent, she stays 

Till fate shall lend more prosiserous days. 
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He stoop’d his head against the mast, 

Ard bitter sobs came thick and fast, 

A grief that would not he repress’d, 

But seem’d to burst his youthful breast. 

His hands, against his forehead held. 

As if by force his tears repell'd, 

But through Ms fingers, long and slight, 

Fast trill’d the drops of crystal bright. 
Edward, who walk’d the deck apart. 

First spied this conflict of the heart. 
Thoughtless as brave, with bluntness kind 
He sought to cheer the sorrower’s mind ; 

By force the slender hand he drew 

From those poor eyes that stream’d with dew. 

As in his hold the stripling strove, — 

(’Twas a rough grasp, though meant in love,) 
Away his tears the warrior swept. 

And bade shame on him that he wept.^ 

" I would to heaven, thy helpless tongue 
Could tell me who hath wrought thee wrong ! 
For, were he of our crew the host. 

The insult went not unredross Vi. 

Come, cheer thee ; thou art now of age 
To be a warrior’s gallant page ; 

Thou shalt be mine I—a palfrey fair 
O’er hill and holt my boy shall bear, 

To hold my how in hunting grove, 

Or speed on errand to my love ; 

For well I wot thou wilt not tell 
The temple where my wushes dwell.” 

XYII. 

Bruce interposed, — “ Gay Edward, no, 

This is no youth to hold thy bow. 

To fill thy goblet, or to bear 
Thy message light to lighter fair. 

Thou art a patron all too wild 
And thoughtless, for this orphan child. 

See’st thou not how apart he steals, 

Keeps lonely couch, and lonely meals ? 

Fitter by far in yon calm ceil 
To tend our sister Isabel, 

With father Augustin to share 

The peaceful change of convent prayer, 

Than wander wild adventures through, 

With such a reckless guide as you.” — 

“ Thanks, brother I ” Edward answer’d gay, 
For the high laud thy words convey ! 

But we may learn some future day. 

If thou or I can this poor boy 
Protect the best, or best employ. 

Meanwhile, our vessel nears the strand ; 
Launch we the boat, and seek the land.” 

... XVIII. 

To land King Robert lightly sprung, 

And thrice aloud his bugle rung 


1 MS — “ And as away the tears he swept, 

He bade shame on Mm that he wept,” 


With note prolong’d and varied strain, 

Till bold Ben-Ghoa replied again. 

Good Douglas then, and De la Haye, 

Had in a glen a hart at bay, 

And Lennox cheer’d the laggard hounds, 

When waked that horn the greenwood bounda. 
“ It is the foe I ” cried Boyd, who came 
In breathless haste with eye of flame, — 

It is the foe ! — Each valiant lord 
Fling by his bow, and grasp his sword I ” — 

" Not so,” replied the good Lord Janies, 

“ That blast no English bugle claims. 

Oft have I heard it fire the fight, 

Cheer the pursuit, or stop the flight. 

Dead were my heart, and deaf mine car. 

If Bruce should call, nor Douglas hear 1 
Each to Loch Ranza’s margin spring; 

That blast was winded by the King 1 ” ^ 

XIX. ■ ■ 

Fast to their mates the tidings spread, 

And fast to shore the warriors sped. 

Bursting from glen and greenw'ood tree, 

High waked their loyal jubilee 1 
Around the royal Bruce they crowd, 

And clasp’d his hands, and wept aloud. 
Veterans of early fields w'ere there, 

Whose helmets press’d their hoary hair, * 

Whose swords and axes bore a stain 
From life-blood of the red-hair’d Dane ; ® 

And boys, whose hands scarce brook’d to wield 
The heavy sword or bossy shield. 

Men too were there, that bore the scars 
Impress’d in Albyn’s woful wars, 

At Falkirk’s fierce and fatal fight, 

Teyndrum’s dread rout, and Methven’s flight ; 
The might of Douglas there was seen, 

There Lennox with his graceful mien ; 
Kirkpatrick, Closeburn’s dreaded Knight ; 

The Lindsay, fiery, fierce, and light ; 

The Heir of murder’d De la Haye, 

And Boyd the grave, and Seton gay. 

Around their King regain’d they press’d, 

Wept, shouted, clasp’d him to their breast, 

And young and old, and serf and lord, 

And he who ne’er unsheathed a sword. 

And he in many a peiil tried, 

Alike resolved the brunt to bide. 

And live or die by Bruce’s side I 

XX. 

Oh, War I thou hast thy fierce delight. 

Thy gleams of joy, intensely bright ! 

Such gleams, as from thy polish’d shield 
Ply dazzling o’er the battle -field ! 

Such transports wake, severe and high, 

Amid the pealing conquest-cry; 


2 See Appendix, Note 2 T. 

3 MS,—** Impress’d by life-blood of the Dan©.’* 
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No, Lady ! in old cvckS like mine, 

(lauds have no glitter, gems no shlae ; 

Nor grace his rank attendants vain. 

One youthful page is all his train. 

It is the form, the eye, the word, 

The bearing of that stranger Lord ; 

His stature, manly, bold, and tall, 

Built like a castle’s battled wall. 

Yet moulded in such just degrees, 

His giant-strength seems lightsome euise. 
Close as the tendrils of' the vine 
His looks upon his forehead twine, 
Jet-black, save where some touch of grey 
Has ta’en the youthful hue avray. 

Weather and war their rougher trace 
Have left on that majestic iace - . 

But Tis Ills dignity of eye ! 

There, if a suppliant, would I fly, 

Secure, ’mid danger, wrongs, and griei^ 

Of sympathy, redress, relief— 

That glance, if guilty, would I dread 
More than the doom that spoke me dead! 

Enough, enough,” the pi’incess cried, 

" ’Tis Scotland’s hope, her joy, her pride ! 
To meaner front was ne’er assign’d 
Such mastery o’er the common mind— 
Bestow’d thy high designs to aid, 

How long, O Heaven I how long delay'd >- 
Haste, Mona, haste, to introduce 
My darling brother, royal Bruce !” 


Scarce loss, when, after battle lost, 

Muster the remnants of a host. 

And as each comrade's name they tell, 
Who in the well-fonglit conflict fell, 
Knitting stern brow o’er Hashing eye, 

Vow to avenge them or to die ! — 

Warriors I— and where are warriors found, 
If not on martial Britain’s ground ? ^ 

And who, w^hen waked with note of 6re, 
Love more than they the British lyre ?— 
Know ye not, — hearts to honour dear ! 
That joy, deep-th rilling, stern, severe. 

At which the lu'artstrings vibrate high, 
And wake the fountains of the eye?" 

And blame ye, then, the Bruce, if trace 
Of tear is on his manly face, 

When, scanty relics of the train 
That hail’d at Scone bis early reign, 

Tills patriot band around him hung, 

And to his knees and bosom clung ? — 
Blame ye the Bnice? — ^his brother blamed. 
But shared the weal-moss, while aaharayd, 
"With haughty laugh liis head he turn’d, 
And dash’d away the tear he scorn’d.® 


’Tis morning, and the Convent bell 
long time had ceased its matin knell, 
Within thy wails, Saint Bride I 
An aged Sister sought the cell 
Assign’d to Lady Isabel, 

And hurriedly she cried, 

“ Haste, gentle Lady, haste — there waits 
A noble stranger at the gates ; 

Saint Bride’s poor vot'ress ne’er Ii.ts .seen 
A Knight of such a princely mien ; 

His errand, as he bade me tell, 

Is ^rith the Lady Isabel.” 

The princess rose,— for on her knee 
Low bent .she told her rosary, — 

Let liim by thee his purpose teach : 

I may not give a sli anger speeelu” — 
Saint Bride forefend, thou royal jilaid 1 ‘ 
The portress cross’d herself, and said, — ■ 
Not to be prioress might I 
Debate his will, his suit deny.” — 

Has earthly show then, simple fool, 
Power o’er a sister of thy rule. 

And art thou, like the worldly train, 
Subdued by splendours light and vaxn?”- 


XXIII. 

They met like friends who part in pain, 
And meet in doubtful hope again. 

But when subdued® that fitful swell, 
The Bruce survey’d the humble cell 
And this is thine, poor Isabel ! — > 
That pallet-couch, and naked wall, 

For room of state, and bed of pall ; 

For costly robes and jewels rare, 

A string of beads and zone of hair ; 
And for the trumpet’s sprightly call 
To sport or banquet, grove or hall. 

The bell’s grim voice divides thy care, 
’Tvixt hours of penitence and prayer!- 
0 ill for thee, my royal claim 
From the First David’s sainted name ! 
0 woe for thee, that while he sought 
His right, thy brother feebly fought !”- 


1 If not on Britain’s warlUce ground.” 

2 “ Ours aro the tears, though few, sincerely shed. 

When Ocean shroxnls and sepulchres our dead. 

For us, even banquets fond regret supx)ly 
In the red cup that crowns our luetnory ; 

And the brief epitaph in danger’s day, 

When those who win at length divide the ?rcy, 

And cry, Remembrance saddening o’er each brow. 
How had the brave who fell exulted now / ’* 

Byron's Corsair 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 U. 


■ 4 « Mr. Scott, we have said, contradicts himself. How will 
he explain the following facts to his reader’s satisfaction ? 
The third canto informs us that Isabel accompanies Edward 
to Ireland, there to remain till the termination of the war; 
and in the/owriJi canto, the second day after her departure, 
we discoverthe princess counting her beads and reading homi- 
lies in the cloister of St. Bride, in the Island of Arran! Wa 
humbly beseech the ‘ Mighty Minstrel ’ to clear up this maft* 
XQit''—Cntkcd Rsrk-u:. 


® MS. — “ But when subsides,” &c. 
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^ Now lay these vain regrets aside^ 

And be the unshaken Bruce !” she cried. 

For more I glory to have shared 
The woes thy venturous spirit dared. 

When raising first thy valiant band 
In rescue of thy native land, 

Than had fair Fortune set me down 
The partner of an empire’s crown. . 

And grieve not that on Pleasure’s stream 
No more I drive in giddy dream. 

For Heaven the erring iiilot knew, 

And from the gulf the vessel drew, 

Tried me with judgments stern and great> 
My house’s ruin, thy defeat, 

Poor Nigel’s death, till, tamed, I own> ^ 
My hopes are fix'd on Heaven alone ; 

Nor e’er shall earthly prospects 'Win 
My heart to this vain world of sin.”^ — 

■: XXV. ; ■ 

Nay, Isabel, for such stern choice, 

First wilt thou wait thy brother’s voice ; 
Then ponder if in convent scene 
No softer thoughts might intervene — 

Bay they were of that unknown Knight, 
Victor in Woodstock’s tourney-light — 

Nay, if his name such blush you owe, 
Victorious o’er a fairer foe 1 ” 

Truly his penetrating eye 

Hath caught that blush’s passing dye,-^ 

Like the last beam of evening thrown 
On a wdiite cloud,— just seen and goned 
Soon with calm cheek and steady eye, 

The princess made composed reply: — 

“ I guess my brother’s meaning well ; 

For not so silent is the cell, 

But we have heard the islesmen all 
Arm in thy cause at Ronald’s call, 

And mine eye proves that Knight unknown ^ 
And the brave Island Ijord are one. — 

Had then his suit been earlier made, 

In his own name, with thee to aid, 

(But that his plighted faith forbade,)® 

I know not But thy page so near ? — 

This is no tale for menial’s ear.” 


1 ‘'We ■would ‘bo'w ■with veneration to the po^vverful and 
rugged genius of Scott. W e would style him above all others, 
Homer and Sliakspcare excepted, the Poet of Nature— of 
Nature in all her varied beauties, in all her wildest haunts. 
No ajrpearance, however minute, in the scenes around him, 
cscai)cs his penetrating eye ; they are all marked with the 
nicest discrimation; are introduced with the happiest effect- 
Henco, in his similes, both the genius and the judgment of 
■the poet are peculiarly conspicuous ; his accurate observation 
of the appearances of nature, which others have neglected, 
imparts an originality to those allusions, of •which the reader 
immediately recognises the aptness and propriety; and only 
wonders that what must have been so often witnessed should 
have been so uniformly passed unregarded by. Such is the 
simile applied to the transient blush observed by Bruce on 
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Still stood that page, as far apart 
As the small cell would space afford ; 
With dizay eye and bursting heart, 

He leant his weight on Bruce’s sword, 
Tlie monarch’s mantle too he bore,"* 

And drew the fold his visage o’er. 

Pear not for him — ^in murderous strife,” 
Said Bruce, his warning saved my life ; ® 
Full seldom parts he from my side, 

And in his silence I confide, 

Since he can toll no tale again. 

He is a boy of gentle strain, 

And I have purposed he shall dwell 
In Augustin the chaplain’s cell. 

And wait on thee, my Isabel. — 

Mind not liis tears; I’ve seen them 
flow. 

As in the thaw dissolves the snow. 

’Tis a kind yonth, but fanciful. 

Unfit against the tide to pull. 

And those that wuth the Bruce would sail, 
Must learn to strive with stream and gale. — 
But forward, gentle Isabel — 

My answer for Lord Ronald tell.” — 

XXVII. 

Tins answer he to Ronald given — 

The heart he asks is fix’d on heaven.® 

My love was like a summer fiower. 

That wither’d in the wdntry hour. 

Born but of vanity and pride, 

And with these sunny visions died. 

If further press his suit — then say. 

He should his plighted troth obey, 

Troth plighted both with ring and 
■word. 

And sworn on crucifix and sword. — 

Oh, shame thee, Robert ! I have seen 
Thou hast a woman’s guardian been ! 

Even in extremity’s dread hour, 

When press’d on thee the Southern power. 
And safety, to all human sight. 

Was only found in rapid flight. 

Thou heard’st a wretched female plain 
In agony of travail-pain, 


the countenance of Isabel upon liis mention of Bonald.”— 
BntisJi Critic. 

2 MS-—** And -ivell I judge that Knight unknown.” 

3 MS,— “ But that his forbade.* 

^ MS.—** The Monarch’s brand and cloak he bore.” 

-6 MS.— ** Ansvrer’d the Bruce, * he saved my life.* ’* 

0 TheMS.has— 

** Isabel’s thoughts are fix’d on heaven 
and the t-wo couplets which follow are interi)olatcd on the 
blank page. 
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And thoiL didst bid tbj little band 
Upon the instant turn and stand, 

And dare the worst the foe might do, 
Rather than, like a knight untrue. 

Leave to pursuers merciless 
A woman in her last distress.^ 

And wilt thou now deny thine aid 
To an oppress’d and injured maid» 

Even plead for Ronald’s perfidy. 

And press his hclde faith on me 1— 

So witness Heaven, as true I vow. 

Had I those earthly feelings now. 

Which could my former bosom move 
Ere taught to set its hopes above, 

Ed spurn each proffer he could bring, 

Till at my feet he laid the ring. 

The ring and spousal contract both, 

And fair acquittal of Ms oath, 

By her who broolrs his perjured scorn, 

The ill-requited Maid of Lorn I ” 

XXYIII. 

With 8u<^den impulse forw'ard sprung 
The page, and on her neck he hung ; 
Then, recollected instantly, 

His head he stoop’d, and bent his knee, 
Kiss’d twice the hand of Isabel, 

Arose, and sudden left the cell.' — 

The princess, loosen’d from his hold, 
Blush’d angry at his hearing bold ; 

But good King Robert cried, 

Chafe not— by signs he speaks his mind, 
He beard the plan my care design’d, 

Nor could his transports hide,— 

# But, sister, now bethink thee well ; 

No easy choice the convent cell ; 

Trust, I shall play no tjTant part. 

Either to force thy hand or heart. 

Or suffer that Lord Ronald scorn, 

Or WTong for thee, the Maid of Lorn. 

But think, — not long the time has 
been, 

That thou wert w’ont to sigh unseen, 

And wouldst the ditties best appro’ve, 

That told some lay of hapless love. 

Now are thy wishes in thy power. 

And thou art bent on cloistei; bower! 

0 ! if our Edwnrd knew the change, 

How would Ms busy satire range, 

With many a sarcasm varied still 
On woman-s wish, and w’'oman’s will'!” — 


* See Appendix, Note 2 V. 

J The MS here adds 

She Yields one shade of empty liope* 

Bat well I guess her wily scope 
Is to elude Lord Ronald’s plea, 

And still my importunity.” 

* This and the twelve succeeding lines are interpolated on 
tl.e Isiank page of the MS. 


XXIX. 

Brother, I well believe,” she said. 

Even so would Edward’s part be play’d.. 
Kindly in heart, in word severe, 

A foe to thought, and grief, and fear, 

He holds his humour uneontroll’d ; 

But thou art of another mould. 

Say then to Ronald, as I say, 

Unless before my feet he lay 

The ring which bound the faith he swore. 

By Edith freely yielded o’er, 

He moves his suit to me no more. 

Nor do I promise, even if now 
He stood absolved of spousal vow, 

That I would change my purpose made 
To shelter me in holy shade. — 

Brother, for little space, farewell ! 

To other duties warns the hell.” — 

XXX. ' 

" Lost to the w^orld,” King Robert said. 
When he had left the royal maid, 

“ Lost to the world by lot severe, 

0 what a gem lies buried here, 

Nipp’d by misfortune’s cruel frost. 

The buds of fair affection lost - 
But wbat have I with love to do? 

Far sterner cares my lot pursue. 

—Pent in this isle we may not lie,® 

Nor would it long our wants supply. 

Right opposite, the mainland towers 
Of my own Tumberry court our powers — 
—Might not my father’s headsman boar, 
Cuthbert, who dwells upon the shore, 
Kindle a signal -flame, to show 
The time propitious for the blow'? 

It shall be so^ — some friend shall bear 
Our mandate with despatch and care; 
—Edward shall find the messenger. 

That fortress ours, the island fleet 
May on the coast of Garrick meet.— 

O Scotland ! shall it e’er be mine 
To wreak thy wu’ongs in battle-line. 

To raise my victor-head, and sec 
Thy hills, thy dales, thy people free, — 
That glance of bliss is all I crave, 

Betwixt my labours and my gravel” 

Then, down the hill ho slowdy went, 

Oft pausing on the steep descent, 

And reach’d the spot where his bold train 
Held rustic camp upon the plain.'* 


■* “ The fourth canto cannot bo very greatly X)raised. It 
contains, indeed, many pleasing passages *, but the merit 'tyhich 
they possess is too much detached from the general interest 
of the poem. The only business is Bruce’s arrival at the isle 
of Arran. The voyage is certainly described ■with spirit ; but 
the remainder of the canto is rather tedious, and might, with- 
out any considerable inconvenience, have been left a good 
deal to the reader’s imagination. Mr. Scott ought to reserve 
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, L, ■ 

On fair Loch-Ranza stream’d the early day, 

Thin wreaths of cottage-smoke are upward curl’d 
From the lone hamlet, which her inland bay 
And circling mountains sever from the world. 

And there the fisherman his sail unfurl’d, 

The goat-herd drove his kids to steep Ben-Ghoil, 
Before the hut the dame her spindle twirl’d. 
Courting the sunbeam as she plied her toil,— - 
For, wake where’er he may, Man wakes to care and 
'toil. 

But other duties call’d each convent maid, 

Roused by the summons of the moss-grown bell; 
Sung were the matins, and the mass was said, 

And every sister sought her separate cell, 

Such was the rule, her rosary to tell. 

And Isabel has knelt in lonely prayer ; 

The sunbeam, throngh the narrow lattice, fell 
Upon the snowy neck and long dark hair, 

As stoop’d her gentle head in meek devotion there. 

11 . 

She raised her eyes, that duty done, 

When glanced upon the pavement-stone, 

Gemm’d and enchased, a golden ring, 

Bound to a scroll with silken string,^ 

With few brief words inscribejl to tell, 

This for the Lady Isabel.” 

Within, the writing farther bore, — 

’Twas with this ring his plight he swore, 

With this his promise I restore ; 

To her who can the heart command. 

Well may I yield the plighted hand. 

And 0 I for better fortune born, 

Grudge not a passing sigh to mourn 
Her who was Edith once of Lorn I ” 

One single flash of glad surprise 
Just glanced from Isabel’s dark eyes, 

But vanish’d in the Hush of shame, 

That, as its penance, instant came. 

O thought unworthy of my race ! 

Selfish, ungenerous, mean, and base, 

A moment’s throb of joy to own,'-^ 

That rose upon her hopes o’erthrown ! — 


as much as possible, the interlocutory part of his narrative, 
for occasions which admit of high and animated sentiment, or 
the display of powerful emotions, because this is almost the 
only poetical beauty of which speeches are susceptible. But 
to fill up three-fourths of a canto with a lover's asking a 
brother in a quiet and friendly manner for permission to ad- 
dress his sister in marriage, and a brother’s asking his sister 
whether she has any objections, is, we think, somewhat inju- 
dicious.’*— BerdVza 


THE ISLES. 

Thou pledge of vows too well believed, 

Of man ingrate and maid deceived, 

Think not thy lustre here shall gain 
Another heart to hope in vain I 
For thou shalt rest, thou tempting gaud, 

■VlTiere worldly thoughts are overawed, 

And worldly splendours sink debased.” 

Then by the cross the ring she placed. 

III. 

Next rose the thought, — its ovraav far. 

How came it here through bolt and bar ? — 

But the dim lattice is ajar.— 

She looks abroad, the morning clew 
A light short step had brush’d anew, 

And there were foot-prints seen 
On the carved buttress rising still, 

Till on the mossy window-sill 

Their track effaced the green. 

The ivy twigs were torn and fray’d, 

As if some climber’s steps to aid. — 

But who the hardy messenger, 

Whose venturous path these signs infer ? — 
Strange doubts are mine I — Mona, draw nigh ; 
—Nought ’scapes old Mona’s curious eye — 
WTiat strangers, gentle mother, say, 

Have sought these holy walls to-day ? ” — 

“ None, Lady, none of note or name ; 

Only your brother’s foot-page came, 

At peep of daw'n— I pray’d him pass 
To chapel where they said the mass 5 
But like an arrow he shot by. 

And tears seem’d bursting from his eye.” 

IV. 

The timtli at once on Isabel, 

As darted by a sunbeam, fell. — 

" ’Tis Edith’s self I her speechless woe, 

Her form, her looks, the secret show ! 

- — ^Instant, good Mona, to the bay. 

And to my royal brother say, 

I do conjure him seek my cell, 

'With that mute page he loves so well.” — ■ 

What ! know’st thou not liis warlike host 
At break of day has left our coast ? ^ 

My old eyes saw them from the tower. 

At eve they couch’d in greenwood bower, 

At dawn a bugle signal, made 
By their bold Lord, their ranks array’d ; 

Up sprung the spears through hush and tree, 
No time for benedicite ! 


1 “ a ring of gold, 

A scroll around the jewel roll’d. 

Had few brief words,** &c. 

2 MS.— “ A single throb of joy to own.’* 

3 MS.— “ ’Tis she herself.’* 

A MS.— Wliat! kiiow’st thou not in sudden haste 
The warriors from our woods have pass’d." 




■- -- 
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Beside Maciarlane’s Cross he staidj 
There told his hours within the shade. 

And at the stream his thirst allay’d. 
Thence onward journeying slowly still. 

As evening closed he reach’d the hill, 
"Where, rising through the woodland green, 
Old Brodick’s gothic towers were seen, 
From Hastings, late their English lord, 
Douglas had won them by the sword.® 

The sun that sunk behind the isle, 

Now tinged them with a parting smile. 


Like deer, that, rousing from their lair, 

Just shake the dewdrops from their hair, 
And toss their armed crests aloft, 

Such matins theirs ! " Good mother, soft- 

Where does my brother bend his way 1 ” — ^ 
As I have heard, for Brodick-Bay, 

Across the isle— of barks a score 
Lie there, ’tis said, to waft them o’er. 

On sudden news, to Carrick-shore.” — 

If such their purpose, deep the need,” 

Said anxious Isabel, of speed ! 

Call Father Augustine, good dame.” — ■ 

The nun obey’d, the Father came. 


But though the beams of light decay, 

’Twas bustle all in Brodick-Bay. 

The Bruce’s follow’-ers crowd the shore, 

And boats and barges some unmoor, 

Some raise the sail, some seize the oar ; 
Their eyes oft turn’d where glimmer'd iar 
What might have seem’d an early star 
On heaven’s blue ai'cli, save that its light 
Was all too flickering, fierce, and bright. 
Far distant in the south, the ray 
Shone pale amid retiring day, 

But as, on Can'ick shore, 

Dim seen in outline faintly blue, 

The shades of evening closer drew,’' 

It kindled more and more. 

The monk’s slow steps now press the sands. 
And now amid a scene he stands, 

Full strange to churchman’s eye ; 
Warriors, wdio, arming for the fight, 

Rivet and clasp their harness light, 

And twinkling spears, and axes bright. 
And helmets flashing high. 

Oft, too, with unaccustora’d cars, 

A language much unmeet he hears,® 
While, hastening all on board, 

As stormy as the swelling surge 
That mix’d its roar, the loaders urge 
Their followers to the ocean verge, 

With many a haughty word. 


Kind Father, hie without delay, 

Across the hills to Brodick-Bay. 

This message to the Bruce be given ; 

I pray him, by his hopes of Heaven, 

That, till he speak with me, he stay I 
Or, if his haste brook no delay, 

That he deliver, on my suit, 

Into thy charge that stripling mute. 

Thus prays his sister Isabel, 

For causes more than she may tell — 
Away, good father 1 and take heed, 

That life and death are on thy speed.” 
His cowl the good old priest did on. 

Took his piked staff and sandali’d shoon, 
And, like a palmer bent by eld, 

O’er moss and moor his journey held.® 


Heavy and dull the foot of age, 

And rugged was the pilgrimage ; 

But none was there beside, w'hose care 
Might such important message bear. 
Through birchen copse he wander’d slow, 
Stunted and sapless, thin and low; 

By many a mountain stream lie pass’d, 
From the tali cliffs in tumult east, 

Dashing to foam their waters dun, 

And sparkling in the summer sun. 

Round his grey head the wild curlew 
In many a fearless circle flew. 

O’er chasms he pass’d, where fractures 


VIII. 

Through that wild throng the Father pass’d 
And reach’d the Royal Bruce at last. 

He leant against a stranded boat, 

That the approaching tide must float, 

And counted every rippling wave. 

As higher yet her sides they lave, 

And oft the distant fire he eyed, 

And closer yet his hauberk tied, 

And loosen’d in its sheath his brand. 
Edward and Lennox were at hand, 


Craved wary eye and ample stride ; ® 

He cross’d his brow beside the stone 
Where Druids erst heard victims groan,* 
And at the cairns upon the wild. 

O’er many a heathen hero piled,® 

He breathed a timid prayer for those 
Who died ere Shiloh’s sun arose. 


^ MS.—** Caiist tell -where they have bent their way?’ 
2 MS.—** And cross the island took his -way, 

O’er hill and holt, to Brodick-Bay.” 
s See Appendix, Note 2 W, 

* MS.—** He cross’d him by the Druids’ stone, 

That heard of yore the victim’s groan,” 


« See Appendix, Note 2 X. ® Ibid, Note 

7 MS.—** The shades of even more closely drew, 

It brighten'd more and more. 

Now jirint his sanduU’d feet the saiida, 
And now amid,” &c. 

8 See Appendix, Note 2 25. 
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If seen, none can Ms errand guess; 

If ta’en, bis words no tale express^ 
Metbinks, too, yonder beacon's abme 
Might expiate greater fault than mine. 
« Rash,” said King Robert, was the 
But it is done.— Embark with speed I- 
Good Father, say to Isabel 
How this unhappy chance befell ; 

If well we thrive on yonder shore, 
Soon shall my care her page restore. 
Our greeting to our sister bear, 

And think of us in mass and lirayer. 


Douglas and Ronald liaa tne caio 
The soldiers to the barks to shai-e. 

The Monk approach’d and homage paid 
« And art thou come,” King Robert said 
« So far to bless us ere we part?”— 

— « My Liege, and with a loyal heart !— 
But other charge I have to tell,”— 

And spoke the best of Isabel. 

Aow by Saint Giles ” the monarch ^ 
« This moYCS me much !— this morning 
I sent the stripling to Saint Bride, ^ 
With my commandment there to bide. ^ 
Thither be came the portress show' 
fhpre. mv Liege, made brief abode. 


« Aye I” said the Priest, « while this poo 
hand 

Can chalice raise or cross command, 

W hile my old voice has accents' use, 

Can AuguiJtine forget the Bruce 1” 

Then to his side Lord Ronald press’d, 

And whisper’d, « Bear thou this request, 
That when by Bruce’s side I fight. 

For Scotland’s crown and freedom s right. 
The princess grace her knight to bear 
Some token of her favouring care ; 

It shall be shown where England’s Lest 
Slay shrink to see it on my crest. 

And for the boy— since weightier care 
For royal Bruce the times prepare, 

The helpless youth is Ronald s charge, 
Ills couch my plaid, his fence my targe. 
He ceased; for many an eager hand 
Had urged the barges from the strand. 
Their number was a score and ten. 

They bore thrice threescore chosen men. 
With such small force did Bruce at last 
rrno fnr death or empire cast ! 


« ’Twas I,” said Edward, iouna er 
Of nobler import for the boy. 

Deep pondering in my anxious mim 
A fitting messenger to find, 

To bear thy written mandate o’er 
To Cuthbert on tlie Carrlek shore, 

I chanced, at early dawm, to pass 
The chapel gate to snatch a mass. 

I found the stripling on a tomb 

weeping for the docni 


That gave Ins youtii to coinoui. 

I told my purpose, and Ms eyes 
Flash’d joyful at the glad surpnse. 

He bounded to the skiif, the sad 
Was spread before a prosperous gaie, 
And well my charge he hath obey d ; 
For, see ! the ruddy signal made, 

That Clifibrd, with his merrj-men ad, 
Guards carelessly our father's hail. 


« O wild of thought, and hard of heart 
Answer’d the Monarch, « on a part 
Of such deep danger to employ 
A mute, an orphan, and a boy i ® 

Unfit for flight, unfit for strife, 
Without a tongue to plead for life . 
A^ow, were my right restored by Heav( 
Edward, my crown I would have givei 
Ere, thrust on such adventure wald, 

I peril’d thus the helpless child. 
.-Offended half, and half subiniss, 

« Brother and Liege, of blame like tin 
Edward replied, ‘‘ I Httle di'eam’d. 

A stranger messenger, I deem’d, 
flight safest seek the beadsman s cell 
Where all thy squires are known so \ 
Noteless liis p^^^sence, sharp his sense 
His imperfection his defence. 


Said Bohert, ‘ to assign a part 
Of such deep peril, to employ 
A mute, a stranger, and a hoy 
“ it, iiiuic alone 


in Turnherry hall- 


Keeps cal' 
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As up the hai Ms path he drew, 

He turn’d his blessings to renew, 

Oft turn’d, till on the darken’d coast 

All traces of their course were lost; 

Then slowly bent to Brodick tower, 

To shelter for the evening hour. 

XIIX. 

In night the fairy prospects sink, ^ 

Where Cumray’s isles with verdant link 
Close the fair entrance of the Clyde ; 

The woods of Bute, no more descried, 

Are gone^ — and on the placid sea 
The rowers ply their task with glee, 

While hands that knightly lances bore 
Impatient aid the labouring oar. 

The half-faced moon shone dim and pale. 

And glanced against the whiten’d sail ; 

But on that ruddy beacon-light 

Each steersman kept the helm aright. 

And oft, for such the King’s command, - 

That all at once might reach the strand^ 

From boat to boat loud shout and hJ^ 
Warn’d them to crowd or slacken sail. 

South and by west the armada bore. 

And near at length the Oarrick shore. 

As less and less the distance grows. 

High and more high the beacon rose ; 

The light, that seem’d a twinkling star, 

Now blazed portentous, fierce, and far. 

Bark-red the heaven above it glow’d, 
Dark-red .the sea beneath it flow’d, 

Red rose the rocks on ocean’s brim, 

In blood-red light her islets swim ; 

Wild scream the dazzled sea-fowl gave, 
Dropp’d from their crags on plashing 
wave.^ 

The deer to distant covert drew, 

The black-cock deem’d it day, and crew. 
Xjike some tall castle given to flame, 

O’er half the land the lustre came. 

Now, good my Liege, and brother sage, 
What think ye of mine elfin page 
“ Row on !” the noble King replied, 

« Well learn the truth whate’er betide ; 
Yet sure the beadsman and the child 
Could ne’er have waked that beacon wild.” 

XIT. 

With that the boats approach’d the land,^ 
But Edward’s grounded on the sand; 

The eager Knight leap’d in the sea 
"Waist-deep, and first on shore was he, 
Though every barge’s hardy band 
Contended which should gain the land, 


When that strange light, which, seen afar. 

Seem’d steady as the polar star, ^ 

Now, lilce a prophet’s^ fiery chair, 

Seem’d travelling the realms of air. 

Wide o’er the sky the splendour glows. 

As that portentous meteor rose ; ^ 

Helm, axe, and falchion glitter’d hnght, 

And in the red and dusky light 
His comrade’s face each wanaor saw, 

Nor marvelFd it was pale with awe. 

Then high in air the beams were lost, 

And darkness sunk upon the coast.— 

Ronald to Heaven a prayer address’d, 

And Douglas cross’d his dauntless breast ; 

« Saint James protect us I” Lennox cned, 

But reckless Edward spoke aside, ^ 

« Deem’st thou, Kirkpatrick, in that flame 

Red Comyn’s angry spirit came, 

Or would thy dauntless heart endure 

Once more to make assurance sure?’ "T t, 

« Hushl” said the Bruce, we soon shaa .;ncw, 
If this be sorcerer’s empty show,® 

Or stratagem of southern foe. 

The moon shines out— upon the sand 

Let every lekder rank his hand.” 

XV. 

Faintly the moon’s pale beams supply 
That ruddy light’s unnatural dye ; 

The dubious cold reflection lay 
On the wet sands and quiet bay. 

Beneath the rocks King Robert drew 

His scatter’d files to order due, 

Till shield compact and serried spear 
In the cool light shone blue and clear. 

Then down a path that sought the tide. 

That speechless page was seen to glide ; 

He knelt him lowly ® on the sand. 

And gave a scroll to Robert’s hand. 

« A torch,” the Monarch cried, ‘‘ What, ;)o 
Now shall we Cuthbert’s tidings know.” 

But evil news the letters bare, 

The Clifford’s force was strong and ware, 
Augmented, too, that very morn, 

By mountaineers who came with Lorn. 

Long harrow’d by oppressor’s hand. 

Courage and faith had fled the land, 

And over Carrick, dark and deep, 

Had sunk dejection’s iron sleep.— 

Cuthbert had seen that beacon -flame, 
Unwitting from what source it came. 

Doubtful of perilous event, 

Edward’s mute messenger he sent, 

If Bruce deceived should venture o’er, 

To warn him from the fatal shore. 


1 MS.— Have sunk.’* _ 

2 MS.— And from their crags plash’d in the wave, 
a MS.—** "With that the "barges near’d the land.” 

* MS,— ** A visard’s^” 


6 MS -« * Gallants be hush’d; soon shall know.' 

Said Bruce, ‘ if this he sorcerer’s show. ” 

6 MC. the moisten’d sand. ^ 

7 MS.*—” That Clifford’s force in watch were ware” 
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xn. 

A* round the torch the leaders Crowd, 

Bruce read these chilhng news aloud. 

“ 'What'counoil, nobles, have we now . 

To amhnsh ns in greenwood hough, 

And take the chance which fate may send 

To 'bring our enterpriae to end. 

Or shall we turn us to thernmn 

Asexiles, and embark again ! — 

»’dfierce Edward, “ Hap what may. 

In Garrick, Garrick’s Lord must stay. 

I would not minstrelB told the tate,^^ 

Wildfire or meteor * made us q.uai . 

Answer’d the Douglas, “ If my Ltogo 
May win yon walls by storm or ^ 

Thin were each brave and patnot heart 

Kindled of new for loyal part. 

Lswer’d Lord Konald,“ Not for shame 

Would I that aged Torquil came, 

And found, for all our empty boast. 

Without a blow we fled the coast. 

I will not credit that this land. 

So famed for warlike heart aito hand. 

The nurse of AVallaee and of Bruce,,. 

Will long with tyrants hold a truce. 

« Prove we our fate-the brunt we 11 bide . 

So Boyd and Have and Lennox cne , 

So said, so vow’d, the leaders all ; 

So Bruce resolved: “ -A.nd in mj ^ 

Since the Bold Southern ® ^ 

The hour of payment soon shall come, 

When with a rough and rugged host 
Clifford may reckon ^ to his cost.^ 

Meantime, through well-known hosk and ddl. 
I’ll lead where we may shelter wen. 

XVII. 

jSow ask you whence that wondrous light, 
Whose fahy glow beguUed their ^ 

It ne’er was known^-yet grey-hair d eld 

A superstitious credence held, 

That never did a mortstl hand ^ 

Wake its broad glare on Carrick strand , 

■NTflv and that on the self-same night _ 

Whmlle cross’d o’er, still gleams the 

light. 

Yearly it gleams o’er mount and moor, 

Ind gUttoring wave and crimson’d shore- 

Bnt whether beam celestial, lent 

By Heaven to aid the King’s descent. 

Or fire hell-kindled from beneath, 

To tore him to defeat and death. 

Or were it hut some meteor strange. 

Of such as oft through midnight range, 

1 MS.-— A wildfire meteor/’ &:c. 

The hour of reckoning soon shall come. 

4 The Kniglit shall reckon," 

® See Appendbe, Note 3 B. 


Startling the traveller late and lone,® 

I know not — and it ne er was 

XVIII. 

Now up the rocky pass they drew, 

And Bonald, to his promise true, 

Still made his arm the stripling s stay, 

To aid him on the rugged way. ^ 

« Now cheer thee, simple Amadine 
Why throbs that silly heart of thine . 

—That name the pirates to their slave 
(In aaelic Tis the Changeling) gave-^ 

Dost thou not rest thee on my arm . 

Do not my plaid-folds hold thee warm ? 

Hath not the wUd hulPs treble hide 

This targe for thee and me supplied J 

Is not ClamColla’s sword of steel? 

And, trembler, canst thou terror fee ^ 

Che4 thee, and still that throbbing hear 
From Ronald’s guard thou shalt not par . 

— O ! many a shaft, at random sent, 

Finds mark the archer little meant I 

And many a word, at random spoken, 

Mav soothe or wound a heart that s broken . 
Half soothed, half grieved, half ternfaed, 

Close drew the page to Ronald’s side ; 

A wild delirious thrill of joy 
’Was in that hour of agony, 

As up the steepy pass he strove, 

Fear, toil, and sorrow, lost in love . 

XIX. 

The barrier of that iron shore, ^ ^ 

The reek’s steep ledge, is now cUmh d o er , 
And from the castle’s distant wall, 

From tow^er to tower the warders call : 

The sound swings over land and sea, 

And marks a watchful enemy. 

They gain’d the Chase, a wide domain 
Left for the Castle’s silvan reign, « 

(Seek not the scene-the axe, the plougli,^ 
The boor’s dull fence, have marr d it now,) 
But then, soft swept in velvet green 
The plain wdth many a glade between, 

Whose tangled alleys far invade 

The depth of the brown forest shaue. 

Here the tall fern obscured the lawn, 

Fair shelter for the sportive fawn ; 

There, tufted close with copsewood green, 
Was many a swelling hillock seen ; 

And all around was verdure meet 
For pressure of the fairies’ feet. 

The glossy holly loved the park, 

The yew-tree lent its sliadow dark, 


6 MS.-« Such as tbxough midnight ether vange 

Afirightening oft the traveller lone. 

7 MS Sounds sadly over land and s^a. 

The yew-tree lent its shado *» hi ow 
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And many an old oak, worn and bare. 

With all its shiver’d boughs, was tliero- 
Lovely between, the moonbeams fell 
On lawn and hillock, glade and doll. 

The gallant Monarch sigh’d to see 
These glades so loved in childhood free. 
Bethinking that, as outlaw now, 

He ranged beneath the forest bough. ^ 

XX. 

Fast o’er the moonlight Chase they sped. 
Well knew the band that measured tread, 
When, in retreat or in advance, 

The serried vi^arriors move at once ; 

And evil were the luck, if dawm 
Descried them on the open hwn. 

Copses they traverse, brooks they cross. 
Strain up the bank and o’er the moss. 

From the exhausted page’s brow ^ 

Cold drops of toil are streaming now ; 

With effort faint and lengthen’d pause, 
His weary step the stripling draws. 

Nay, droop not yet 1 ” the w^arrior said ; 
Come, let me give thee ease and aid ! 
Strong are mine arms, and little care 
A weight so slight as thine to bear. — 
What! wilt thou notl — capricious boy I 
Then thine own limbs and strength employ. 
Pass hut this night, and pass thy care, 

I’ll place thee with a lady fair, 

Where thou slialt tune thy lute to tell 
How Ronald loves fair Isabel ! ” 

Worn out, dishearten’d, and dismay’d. 
Here Amadiae let go the plaid ; 

His trembling limbs their aid refuse/'’ 

He sunk among the midnight dews 1 ^ 

XXL 

What may be done ? — the night is gone — 
The Bruce’s band moves swiftly on — 
Eternal shame, if at the brunt 
Lord Ronald grace not battle’s front ! — 

See yonder oak, within whose tiaink 
Decay a darken’d coll hath sunk ; 

Enter, and rert thee there a sp'aee, 

Wrap in my plaid thy limbs, tliy face.^ 


1 Their moonliglit muster on the beach, after the sudden 
extincth n of this portentous flame, and their midnight march 
ihrough the paternal fields of their royal leader, also display 
much heautiful painting, (stanzas 15 and 19.) After the 
castle is won, the same strain is pursued. ’’—Jeffrev, 

MS.— From Amadine’s exhausted brow.” 

s MS*— And double toil,*’ &c. 

4 MS.— “ Najy fear not yet,” «fec. 

6 j-js. “ his weight refuse.” 

® “ This canto is not distinguished by many passages of ex- 
. traordinary merit ; as it iSjhowOTer, full of business, and com- 
paratively free from those long rhyming dmloguds ■which are so 


I wall not be, believe me, far ; 

But must not quit the ranks of war. 

Well will I mark the bosk-y bourne, 

And soon, to guard thee hence, return. — 

Nay, weep not so, thou simple boy ! 

But sleep in peace, and w’ake in Joy.” 

In silvan lodging close bestow’d,^ ' 

He placed the page, and onward strode 
With strength put forth, o’er moss and brook. 
And soon the marching band o’ertook. 

XXIL 

Thus strangely left, long sobb’d and \v( pt 
The page, till, wearied out, he slept — ■ 

A rough voice W'aked his dream— Nay, hen?, 
Here by this thicket, pass’d the tlecr — 
Beneath that oak old Ryno staid — 

What have w^e here? — a Scottish plaid, 

And in its folds a stripling laid? — 

Come forth 1 thy name and business tfh ! — 
Mliat, silent? — then I guess thee well, 

The spy that sought old Cuthbert’s cell. 
Wafted from Amin yes ter mom — 

Come, eomrade.s, we will straight return. 

Our Lord may choose the rack .should teach 
To this young lurcher use of speech. 

Thy bow-string, till I bind him fast.’’ — 

Nay, but he weeps and stands aghast j 
Unbound w'e’il lead him, fear it not ; 

’Tis a fair stripling, though a Scot.” 

The hunters to the castle sped, 

And there the hapless captive led. 

XXIIL 

Stout Clifford in the eastle-ccurt 
Prepared him for the morning s]:ort ; 

And now with Lorn held deep discouvso, 

Now gave command for hound aud liorso.-' 
War-steeds and palfreys paw’d the groiiml, 
And many a deer-dog howl’d aroiind. 

To Amadine, Lorn’s v.^ell-known word 
Replying to that Southern Lord, 

Mix'd with this clanging din, might scorn 
The phantasm of a fever’d dream. 

The tone upon his ringing ears 
Came like the sounds which fancy hears. 


frequent in the poem, it is, upon the -whole, spii'itccl and pleas* 
ing. The scene in which xlonald is described sheltering Edith 
under his plaid, for the love ■which he bears to Isabel, is, -we 
think, more poetically conceived than any other in the whole 
poem, and contains some touches of great pathos and beauty.' 
— QaarfeWy Meview. 

7 MS.— “ And mantle in my plaid thy face.” 

3 MS. — In silvan castle warm bestow’d. 

He left the page.” 

9 MS.— “ And now with Lorn ho spoke aside. 

And now to squire and yeoman cried. 

War-horse and palfrey,” &;c. 



THE LORD OP THE ISLES, 


0 brother ! crael to the last t ” 

Through the poor captive’s bosom pass’d 
The thought, but, to his purjjose true 
He said ifot, though he sigh’d, Adieu I ’’ 


When in rude waves or roaring winds 
Some words of woe the muser finds, 
Until more loudly and more near, 
Their speech arrests the page’s ear.'^ 


XXVI. 

And will he keep his purpose still. 

In sight of that last closing ill/ 

When one poor breath, one single word, 

May freedom, safety, life, afford? 

Can he resist the instinctive call, 

For life that bids us barter all ?— 

Love, strong as death, his heart hath steel’d, 
His nerves hath strung— he will not yield ! 
Since that poor breath, that little word. 

May vield Lord Bonald to the sword.— » 
Gian-Colla’s dirge is pealing wide, 

The giiesly headsman ’s by his side; 

Along the greenwood Chase they bend, 

And now their march has ghastly end I 
That old and shatter’d oak beneath, 

They destine for the place of death,® 

— ^W^hat thoughts are his, while all in vain 
His eye for aid explores the plain ? 

What thoughts, while, with a dizay ear, 

He hears the death-prayer mutter’d near ? 
And must he die such death accurst, 

Or will that bosom-secret burst ? 

Cold on his brow breaks terror’s dew, 

His trembling lips are livid blue ; 

•The agony of parting life 

Has nought to match that moment's strife ! 


XXIV. 

And was she thus,” said Clifford, lost ? 
The priest should me it to his cost ! 

What says the monk 1 ” — The holy Sire 
Owns, that in masquer’s quaint attire 
She sought his skiff, disguised, unknown 
To all except to him alone. 

But, says the priest, a bark from Lorn ® 
Laid them aboard that very mom, 

And pirates seized her for their prey. 

He proffer’d ransom-gold to pay, 

And they agreed — but ere told o’er, 

The wands blow loud, the billows roar ; 
They sever’d, and they met no more. 

He deems — such tempest vex'd the coast— 
Ship, crew, and fugitive, were lost. 

So let it be, with the disgrace 
And scandal of her lofty race I ^ 

Thrice better she had ne’er been born, 
Than brought her infamy on Lorn ! ” 


XXV. 

Lord Clifford now the captive spied ; — 

Whom, Herbert, hast tliou there ; ” lie cried. 
‘‘ A spy we seized within the Chase, 

A hollow oak his lurking place.” — ^ 

What tidings can the youth afford ? ” — 

He plays the mute.” — Then noose a cord — 
Unless brave Lorn reverse the doom 
For his plaid’s sake.” — Clan-Colla’s loom,” 
Said Lorn, whose careless glances trace 
Rather the vesture than the face, 

Clan-Colla’s dames such tartans twine ; 
Wearer nor plaid claims care of mine. 

Crive him, if my advice you crave, 

His own scathed oak ; ^ and let him %vave 
In air, unless, by terror wrung, 

A frank confession find his tongue. — ® 

Xor shall he die without his rite ; 

— Thou, Angus Roy, attend the sight, 

And give Clan-Colla's dirge thy breath. 

As they convey him to his death.” — 


XXVII. 

But other witnesses are nigh, 

Who mock at fear, and death defy ! 

Soon as the dire lament W’as play’d. 

It waked the lurldng ambuscade. 

The Island Lord look’d forth, and spied 
The cause, and loud in fury cried/® 

By Heaven, they lead the page to die, 
And mock me in his agony I 
They shall abye it I ” — On his arm 
Bruce laid strong grasp, They shall not 
harm 

A ringlet of the stripling’s hair ; 

But, till I give the word, forbear. 


A spy, whom, guided by our hound. 
Lurking conceal’d this morn we found.” 
Yon scathed oak.” 

— “ by terror wrung 

To speech, confession finds liis tongue.” 

— — last human ill.” 

Since that one word, that little breath, 
May speak Lord Konald’s doom of death. 
Beneath that shatter’d old. oak-tree. 
Design’d the slaughter-place to he.” 

Soon as the due lament was play’d, 

The Island Lord in fury said, 

‘ By Heaven they lead,’ ” -Ste. 


1 jis. ‘‘'or roaring wind, 

Some words of woo his musinqs find, 

Till spoke more loudly and more m^ar 
These words arrest the page’s ear.” 

- ;MS. — “ To all save to himself alone. 

Then, says he, tliat a bark from Lorn 
Laid him aboard,” <S;g. 

■3 In place of the couplet which follows, the MS. hi 
“ For, stood she there, and should refuse 
The choice my better purpose views, 

I’d spurn her like a bond-maid tame, 

r t X f resentment and to > , ' 
Lost to ^ £> • i 1 li'-’hain 

icach sense of pride and i 
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■—DouglaSj lead fifty of our force 
Up yonder hollow water-course, 

And cotich thee midway on the wold, 

Between the flyers and their hold : 

A spear above the copse display’d, 

Be signal of the ambush made. 

—Edward, with forty spearmen, straight 
Through yonder copse approach the gate 
And, when thou hear’st the battle-din, 

Rush forward, and the passage win. 

Secure the drawbridge— storm the port, 

And man and guard the castle-court. — 

The rest move slowly forth with me, 

In shelter of the forest-tree. 

Till Douglas at his post I see.” 

XXVIII. 

Like war-horse eager to rush on, 

Compell’d to wait the signal blown 
Hid, and scarce hid, by greenwood bough, 
Trembling with rage, stands Ronald now, 

And in his grasp his sword gleams blue, 

Soon to be dyed with deadlier hue. — 
Meanwhile the Bruce, wdtli steady eye, 

Sees the dark^ death-train moving by, 

And, heedful, measures oft the space 
The Douglas and his band must trace, 

Ere they can reach their destined ground. 

Now sinks the dirge’s wailing sound, 

Now cluster round the direful tree 
That slow and solemn company. 

While hymn mistuned and mutter’d prayer 
The victim for his fate prepare. — 

What glances o’er the greenwood shade ? 

The spear that marks the ambuscade ! — 

‘‘ Now, noble Chief ! I leave thee loose ; 

Upon them, Ronald I” said the Bruce. 

XXIX. 

The Bruce, the Bruce !” to well-known cry 
His native rocks and woods reply. 

The Bruce, the Bruce ! ” in that dread word 
The knell of hundred deaths was heard. 

The astonish’d Southern gazed at first. 

Where the wild tempest was to burst, 

That waked in that presaging name. 

Before, behind, around it came! 

Half-arm’d, surprised, on every side 
Hemm’d in, hew’d down, they bled and died. 
Deep in the ring the Bruce engaged, 

And fierce Clan-Colla’s broadsword raged I 
Full soon the few who fought were sped. 


1 MS.— Yet waiting for the trumpet tone.” 

* MS.—” See the slow-death-train.” 

MS.— “ And scarce his recolleetionj” &c. 

; * MS.—” A harder task fierce Edward waits, 
Whose ire assailed the castle gates. 

* MS — ” Where sobea: thought had fail'd. 

Upon the bridge ^twwi/'he threw.” 


Nor better was their lot who Sed, 

And met, ’mid terror’s wild career,. 

The Douglas’s redoubted spear I 
Two hundred yeomen on that morn 
The castle left, and none return. 

XXX. 

Not on their flight press’d Ronald’s brand, 

A gentler duty claim’d hk hand. 

He raised the page, where on the plain 
His fear had sunk him with the slain : 

And twice, that morn, surprise well near 
Betray’d the secret kept by fear ; 

Once, when, with life returning, came 
To the boy’s lip Lord Ronald’s name, 

And hardly recollection^ drown’d 
The accents in a munnuring sound ; 

And once, wdien scarce he could resist 
The Chieftain’s care to loose the vest, 

Drawn tightly o’er his labouring breast. 

But then the Bruce’s bugle blew-, 

For martial work w*as yet to do. 

XXXI. 

A harder task fierce Edward waits. 

Ere signal given, the castle gates 
Ilis fury had assail’d ; ^ 

Such was his wonted reckless mood, 

Yet desperate valour oft made good, 

Even by its daring, venture rude, 

Where prudence might have fail’d. 

Upon the bridge his strength he threw,' 

And struck the iron chain in tw'O, 

By which its planks arose ; 

The warder next his axe’s edge 
Struck down upon the threshold ledge, 

’Twdxt door and post a ghastly wedge 
The gate they may not close. 

Well fought the Southern in the fray, 

Ciifibrd and Lorn fought well that day. 

But stubborn Edward forced his w'ay ? 

Against a hundred foes. 

Loud came the cry, The Bruce, the Bruce!” 
No hope or in defence or truce, 

Fresh' combatants pour in ; 

Mad wTth success, and drunk with gore, 

They drive the struggling foe before, 

And w'ard on ward they win. 

Unsparing w^as the vengeful sword, 

And limbs were lopp’d and life-blood pour’d, 
The cry of death and conflict roar’d. 

And fearful -was the din I 


6 MS — ” His axe was steel of temper’d edge. 

That truth the warder well might pledge, 
He suuX upon the threshold ledge! 

The gate,” &c. 

7 MS,—” Well fought the Eziglish yeomen then. 

And Lorn and Clifibrd play’d the men. 
But Edward munn’d the pass he won 
Against,” Ate. 
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Yet Steaming liot ; with Southern gore 
From hilt to point ’twas crimson’d o’er. 


The startling horses plunged and ilnng, 
Clamour'd the dogs till turrets rung, 
Nor sunk the fearful cry, 

Till not a foeman was there found 
Alive, save those who on the ground 
■ Groan’d in, their agony ' 


,• ^2s;xiy. : 

Bring here,” he said, the mazers four, 
My noble lathers loved of yore.'’' 

Thrice let them circle round the board, 
The pledge, fair Scotland’s rights restored! 
And he whose lip shall touch the wine, 
Yv^ithout a vow as true as mine. 

To hold both lands and life at nought, 
Until her freedom shall he bought, — 

Be brand of a disloj^al Scot, 

And lasting infamy liis lot 

Sit, gentle friends ! our hour of glee 

Is bi'ief, w'e’li spend it joyously \ 

Blithest of all the sun’s bright beams, 
When betwixt storm and storm he gleams. 
Well is our country’s work begun, 

But more, far more, must yet be done. 
Speed messengers the country through ; 
Ai’ouse old friends, and gather new f 
Warn Lanark’s knights to gird their mail, 
Rouse the brave sons of Teviotdale, 

Let Ettrick’s archers sharp their darts. 

The fairest forms, the truest hearts ! 

Call all, call all ! from Reedswair-Path, 

To the wild confines of Cape- Wrath; 

Wide let the news through Scotland ring, 
The Northern Eagle claps his wing I” 


■ , .'XXXIU 

The valiant, Clifford is no' more f 
On Ronald’s broadsword stream’d his ^ 
But better hap had he of Lorn, 

Who, by the foemen backwwd borne, 
Yet gain’d with slender train the port, 
W here lay his bark beneath the fort, 
And cut the cable loose.^ 

Short w’ere his shrift in that debate, 
That hour of fury and of fate, 

If Lorn encounter’d Bruce !** 

Then long and loud the rictor shout 
From turret and from tower rung out. 
The rugged vaults replied ; 

And from the donjon tower on higli, 
The men of Carrick may descry 
Saint Andrew’s cross, in blazonry 
Of silver, waving wide ! 


XXXIIL 

The Brace hath won his father’s hall 

Welcome, brave friends and comrades all, 
Welcome to mirth and joy 1 
The first, the last, is welcome here, 

From lord and chieftain, prince and peer, 

To this poor speechless bojL 
Great God I once more my sire’s abode 
Is mine — behold the floor I trode 
In tottering infancy ! 

And there® the vaulted arch, whose sound 
Echoed my joyous shout and bound 
In boyhood, and that rang around 
To youth’s unthinking glee ! 

O first, to thee, all-gracious Heaven, 

Then to my friends, my thanks be given I” — 
He paused a space, Ms brow he cross’d — 
Then on the board his sword he toss’d, 


Hurlr cf tl)t 


CANTO SIXTH. 


O WHO, that shared them, ever shall forget 
The emotions of the spirit-rousing time. 

When breathless in the mart the couriers met, 
Early and late, at evening and at prime ; 
When the loud cannon and the merry chime 
Hail’d news on news, as field on field w’as won. 


5 See Appendix, Note 3D. 

6 And see the vaulted arch,” Ac. 

7 See Appendix, Note 3 E. 

8 MS.— “ Be lasting infamy his lot, 

And brand of a disloyal Scot !” 

9 See Appendix, Note 3 F. 

jio MS.— ** Hast thon forgot?— No! who can e’er forget. 

It “ Who can avoid conjuring up the idea of men ’with broad 
sheets of foolscap scored %vith victories rolled round their 
hats, and horns ■blo\ving loud defiance in each other’s mouth, 
from the top to the bottom of Pall-Mall, or the Haymarket, 
when he reads such a passage? We actually hear the Park 
and Tower guns, and the clattering of ten thousand bells, as 
we read, and stop our ears from the close and sudden intrusion 
of the clamours of some hot and hornfisted, patriot, blowing 
ourselves, as well as Bonaparte, to the devil ! And what has 
ah this to do with Bainwckburn Jkvkiv. 


^ The concluding stanza of “The Siege of Gorinth” con- 
tains an obvious, though, no doubt, an unconscious imitation 
of the preceding nine lines, magnificently expanded through 
an extent of about thirty couplets 

“ All the living things that heard 
That deadly earth-shock disappear’d *, 

The wild birds fiew ; the wild dogs fled. 

And howling left the unburied dead ; 

The camels from their keepers broke ; 

The distant steer forsook the yoke— 

The nearer steed plunged o’er the ].)lain, 

And burst his girth, and tore his rein,” &c. 

2 In point of fact, Clifford fell at Bannockburn. 

.2 JdS, — “ And swiftly hoisted sail.” 

4 MS. — “ Short were his shrift, if in that hour 
Of fate, of fury, and of power, 

He ’counter’d Ediivard Bruce I ” 
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\VTien Hope, long doubtful,soar"d at length sublime, 
And our glad eyes, awahe as day begun. 

Watch’d Joy’s broad banner rise, to meet the rising 
. sun ! 

0 these were hours, when thrilling joy repaid 
A long, long course of darkness, doubts, and fears ! 
The heart-sick faintness of the hope delay’d, 

The waste, the woe, the bloodshed, and the tears 
That track’d with terror twenty rolling years, 

All was forgot in that blithe jubilee I 
Her downcast eye even pale Affliction rears. 

To sigh a thankful prayer, amid the glee. 

That hail’d the Despot’s fall, and peace and liberty ! 

Such news o’er Scotland’s hills triumphant rode, 
When ’gainst the invaders turn’d the battle’s scale, 
When Bruce’s banner had victorious flow’d 
O’er Loudoun’s mountain, and in XJry’s vale 
When English blood oft deluged Douglas-dale,® 
And fiei 7 Edward routed stout St. John,^ 

When Randolph’swar-ery swell’d the southern gale,^ 
And many a fortress, town, and tower, was won, 
And Fame still sounded forth fresh deeds of glory done. 

■IL . 

Blithe tidings flew from baron’s tower. 

To peasant’s cot, to forest-bower, 

And waked the solitary cell, 

Where lone Saint Bride’s recluses dwell. 

Princess no more, fair Isabel, 

A vot’ress of the order now, 

Say, did the rule that bid thee wear 
Dim veil and woollen scapulaire, 

And reft thy locks of dark-brown hair, 

That stern and rigid vow, 

Did it condemn the transport high, 

Which glisten’d in thy watery eye, 

'When minstrel or when palmer told 
Each fresh exploit or Eiaice the bold ? — 

And whose the lovely form, that shares 
Thy anxious hopes, thy fears, thy prayers ? 

No sister she of convent shade ; 

So say these locks in lengthen’d braid, 

So say the blushes and the sighs. 

The tremors that unbidden rise, 

“When, mingled with the Bruce’s fame. 

The brave Lord Ronald’s ju’aises came. 


And sister-like in love tliey dwell 
In that lone convent’s silent coll. 

There Bruce’s slow assent allows 
Fair Isabel the veil and vows; 

And there, her sex’s dress regain’d, 

The lovely Maid of Lorn remain’d, 
Unnamed, unknown, while Scotland far 
Resounded with the din of war; 

And many a month, and many a day, . 

In calm seclusion wore away. 

. ' ■ IV. ' „ 

These days, these months, to years Lad 
worn, 

When tidings of high weight were borne 
To that lone island’s shore ; 

Of all the Scottish conquests made 
By the First Edward’s ruthless blade, 

His son retain’d no more, 

Northward of Tweed, but Stirling’s towers. 
Beleaguer’d by King Robert’s powers; 

And they took term of truce, ^ 

If England’s King should not relieve 
The siege ere J ohn the Baptist’s eve, 

To yield them to the Bruce. 

England was roused — on every side 
Courier and post and herald hied, 

To summon prince and peer, 

At Berwiek-bounds to meet their Liege, 
Prepared to raise fair Stirling’s siege, 

With buckler, brand, and spear. 

The term was nigh — they muster’d fast, 

By beacon and by bugle -blast 

Forth marshall’d for the field ; 

There rode each knight of noble name, 
There England’s hardy archers came. 

The land they trode seem’d all on flame. 
With banner, blade, and shield ! 

And not famed England’s powders alone, 
Renowif d in arms, the summons own ; 

For Noustria’s knights obey’d, 
Gascogne bath lent her horsemen good,” 
And Cambria, but of late subdued. 

Sent forth her mountain-multitude,® 

And Connoght pour’d from waste and wo.jJ 
Her hundred tribes, whose sceptre rude 
Dark Eth O’Connor sway’d.^® 

, ■ V. , 

Right to devoted Caledon 
The storm of war rolls slowly on,*^ 

"With menace deep and dread ; 

So the dark clouds, with gathering power, 
Suspend awhile the threaten’d shower. 

Till every peak and summit lower 
Round the pale pilgrim’s head. 


® See Appendix, Note 3 L. 7 Ibid, Note 3 M. 

8 The MS. lias not this line, 

9 See Appendix, Note 3 N. ui ibid, Note 3 O. 

MS,-— “ The gathering storm of war rolls ouJ' 


III. 

Believe, his father’s castle won, 

And his bold enterprise begun. 

That Brace’s earliest cares restore 
The speechless page to Arran’s shore : 
Nor think that long the quaint disguise 
Conceal’d her from a sister’s eyes ; 


MS.—” Watch’d Joy's broad banner rise, watch’d 
Triumph’s flashing gun,” 

See AppendiXji Note 3 G. 3 Ibid, Note 3 H. 

See Appendix, Note 31, Ibid, Note 3 K. 
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Kot with such pilgrim’s startled eye 
iCing Robert mark’d the tempe.st nigh ! 

Resolved the brant to bide. 

His royal summons wo ru’d the land, 

That all who own’d their King’s ccmmand 
Should instant take the spear and brand,* 

: To combat at his side. ' 

0 who may tell the sons of fame. 

That at' King Robert’s bidding came, 

, To battle for, tlie right I 
From Cheviot to the shores of Rosa, 

Prom Solway-Sands to MarshaPs-Moss.”, 
All houn’d them for the fight 
Such ne'ws the royal courier tells, , 

. Who came to rouse dark Arran’s dells ; 
But farther tidings must the ear 
Of Isabel in secret hear. 

These in her cloister walk, next morn , 
Thus, shared she wth the Maid, of 'Lorn. 


YI. 


My Edith, can I tell ht'jw dear 
Our intercourse of hearts sincere 
Hath been to Isabel?— 

Judge then the sorrow of iny heart, 

When I must say the words, Y’' e part ! 

The cheerless convent-cell 
not, sweet maiden, made for tlies; 

Cfo thou where thy vocation free 
On happier fortunes fell. 

Nor, Edith, judge thyself betray’d 
Though Robert knows that Lorr/s high Maid 
And his poor silent page were one- 
Yersed in the fickle heart of masi,*^ 

Earnest and anxious hath he look’d 
How Ronald’s heart the message brook’d 
That gave him, with her last farewell, 

The charge of Sister Isabel, 

To think upon thy better right, 

And keep the faith Ms promise plight. 
Forgive him for thy sister’s sake, 

At first if vain repinings wake— ^ 

Long since that mood is gone: 

Now dwells he on thy Juster claims, 

And oft his breach of faith he blames — 
Forgive him for thine own 1 — 


YIL 


No I never to Lord Ronald’s bower 
Will I again as pa'ramour ” 


* MS.— Should instant belt them with the brand.” 

2 MS.” “ From Solway’s sands to wild CapeAYrath, 

From Hay’s Rinns to Colbrand’s Patli.” 

3 MS.—** And his mute page w'ere one. 

For, versant in the heart of man.” 

4 MS.—** If brief and vain repinings wake.” 

5 MS.— ‘* Her lover’s alter’d mood to try.” 

^ MS.—** Her aged sire had own’d his reign.” . 

7 The MS. here presents, craaed-^ 


“■ Nay, hush thee, too impatient maid. 

Until my final tale be said !— 

The good King Robert would engage 
Edith once more his elfin page. 

By her own heart, and her owm eye, 

Her lover’s penitence to try — ® 

Safe in his royal charge and free, 

Should such thy final purpose be, 

Again unknowm to seek the cell, 

And live and die with Isabel.” 

Thus spoke the maid — King Robert’s ey > 
Might have some glance of policy ; 
Himstafinage had the monarch ta’en. 

And Lorn had own’d King Robert’s reigi^ , * 
Her brother had to England fled, 

And there in banishment was dead ; 

Ample, through exile, death, and flight, 

O’er tower and land was Edith’s right ; 

This ample right o’er tow^er and land 
Were safe in Ronald’s faithful hand. 


YIII. 

Embarrass’d eye and hlusliing cheek 
Pleasure and shame, and fear bespeak I 
Yet much the reasoning Edith made : 

Her sister’s faith she must upbraid, 

Y^ho gave such secret, dark and dear, 

In council to another’s ear. 

Y7hy should she leave the peaceful cell? — 
Kow should she part with Isabel I — 

How wear that strange attire agen ?— 
How risk herself ’midst martial men ? — 
And how be guarded on the way ? — 

At least she might entreat delay.” 

Kind Isabel, with secret smile, 

Saw and forgave the maiden’s wile, 
Reluctant to be thought to move 
At the first call of truant love.^ 


IX. 


Oh, blame her not ! — ^when zephyrs wake, 
The aspen’s trembling leaves must shake ; 
WTien beams the sun through April’s shower. 
It needs must bloom, the violet flower ; 

And Love, howe’er the maiden strive, 

Must with reviving hope revive ! 

A thousand soft excuses came, 

To plead his cause ’gainst virgin shame. 
Pledged by their sires in earliest youth, 

He had her plighted faith and truth— 


‘ But all was overruled— a baud 
From Arran’s momitams left tbs laud ; 
Their chief, MacLouis, had the care 
The speechless Amadine to bear 


To Bruce, with 


f honour 


5 behoved 


i reverence J 
To page the monarch dearly loved.” 

With one verbal alteration these lines occur hereafter— the 
poet having postponed them, in order to apologize more at 
length for Edith’s acquiescence in an arrangement not, cer- 
tainly, at first sight, over delicate. 
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Then, ’twas her Liege’s strict commanti. 

And she, beneath his royal hand, 

A ward in person and in land 
And, last, she was resolved to stay 
Only brief space— one- little day — 

Close hidden in her safe disguise 
From all, but most from Ronald’s eyes— 

But once to see Mm more ! — nor blame 
Her wish— to hear him name her name ! — 

Then, to bear back to solitude 
The thought he had his falsehood rued 1 
But Isabel, who long had seen 
Her pallid cheek and pensive mien, 

And well herself the cause might know, 

Though innocent, of Edith’s woe, 

Joy'd, generous, that revolving time 
Gave means to expiate the crime. 

High glow’d her bosom as she said, 

** Well shall her sufferings be repaid !” 

Now came the parting hour~a band 
From Arran’s mountains left the land ; 

Their chief, Fitz-Loiiis,^ had the care 
The speechless Amadine to bear 
To Bruce, with honour, as behoved 
To page the monarch dearly loved. 

■'■■X'. 

fhe King had deem’d the maiden bright 
Should reach him long before the fight, 

But stonns and fate her course delay; 

Itwas on eve of battle-day, 

When o’er the GillieVliill she rode. 

The landscape like a furnace glow’d. 

And far as e’er the eye was borne, 

The lances waved like autumn-corn. 

In battles four beneath their eye,~ 

The forces of King Robert lie.® 

And one below the hill was laid,^ 

Reserved for rescue and for aid ; 

And three, advanced, form’d vaward-line, 

’Tvt’ixt Bannock’s brook and Ninian’s shrine. 
Detach'd was each, yet each so nigh 
As well might mutual aid supply. 

1 See Appendix, Note 3 F. 

2 jMS.—'* Nearest and plainest to the eye.” 
s See Appendix, Note 3 Q. 

* MS. — ** One close beneath the hill was laid.” 

5 See Appendix, Note 3 E. 

® “As a reward for the loyal tv and distinguished bravery 

of the men of Ayr on, the occasion referred to in the text, 
King Kobert the Bruce granted them upwards of 1300 Scots 
acres of land, part of ihe bailUery cff Kyle Stewart, his patri- 
monial inheritance, lying in the immediate vicinity of the 
town of Ayr, which grant King James VI. confirmed to their 
successors by two charters ; one to the freemen of Newton- 
upon-Ayr, the otherto the freemen of Prestwick, both boroughs 
of barony in the same pariah, with ail the peculiarities of the 
original constitution. 

“ The former charter contains forty-eight freedoms or baro- 
nies-— as these subdivisions are called— and the latter thirty- 
i4x. The right of succession to these freeholds is limited. A 
Bon sncceetls his father, nor can his right of succcbslon he 


Beyond, the Southern best appears,*^ 

A boundless wilderness of spears, 

'Whose verge or rear the anxious eye 
Strove fer, but strove in vain, to spy* 

Thick flashing in the evening beam. 

Glaives, lances, bills, and banners gleam ; 

And where the heaven Join’d tvith the lull. 

Was distant armour flashing still, 

So wide, so far, the boundless host 
Seem’d in the blue horizon lost, 

XL 

Down from the hill the maiden pass’d. 

At the wild show of war aghast ; 

And traversed first the rearward host, 

Reserved for aid where needed most 
The men of Garrick and of Ayi', 

Lennox and Lanark, too, were there,® 

And all the western land ; 

"With these the valiant of the Isles 
Beneath their chieftains rank’d their files, ^ 

In many a plaided band. 

There, in the centra proudly raised. 

The Bruce’s royal standard blazed, 

And there Lord Ronald’s banner bore 
A galley driven by sail and oar. 

A wild, yet pleasing contrast, made 
Warriors in mail and plate array’d, 

With the plumed bonnet and the plaid 
By these Hebrideans worn ; 

But 0 ! unseen for three long years, 

Dear was the garb of mountaineers 
To the fair Maid of Lorn ! 

For one she look’d — but he was far 
Busied amid the ranks of war — 

Yet with affection’s troubled eye 
She mark’d his banner boldly fly, 

Gave on the countless foe a glance, 

And thought on battle’s desperate chance. 

XII. 

To centre of the vaward-line 
Fitz-Louis guided Amadine.® 

anywise affected by the amount of bis father’s debts. A widow 
having no son may enjoy her husband’s freehold as long as she 
lives, hut at her death it reverts to the community, thefernalo 
line being excluded from the right of succession. Nor can any 
freeman dispose of bis freehold except to the community, -who 
must, within a certain time, dispose of it to a neutral person, 
as no freeman or baron can possess more than one allotment, 
whereby the original number of freemen is always kept up. 

“ Each freeholder has a vote in the election of the buillies, 
who have a jurisdiction over the freemen for tiie recovery of 
small debts. But though they have the power of commuting 
a freeman to prison, they cannot, in right of their office, lock 
the prison doors on him, but if he leaves the prison without 
the proper liberation of the baillies, he thereby forfeits his 
baronship or freedom.”— Special, pp. 5.55,783.— 
Sir John Sinclair’s Statistical Account of Scotland, vol. ij. 
pp. 263, 264, 5^1,— Chalmers’ Caledonia, vol. ih. pp. 5U4, rspE 
—Note from 3Ir. Joseph Train (1840.1 

7 See Appendix, Note 3 S- 

8 MS.— “ Her guard conducted Amadine.” 
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./.XIT. 

0 gay, yet fearful ^ to Behold, 

Flashing with steel and rough with gold, 

And bristled o’er with bills and spears, 
With plumes and pennons waring fair. 

Was that bright battle-^front I for there 
Rode England’s King and peers : 
l.nd who, that saw that monarch ride, 

His kingdom battled by his side. 

Could then his direful doom foretell !— 

Fair was his seat in knightly seUe, 

And in his sprightly eye Avas set 
Some spark of the Plantagenet. 

Though light and w^andering was his glance 
It flash’d at sight of shield and lance. 

Know’st thou,” he said, De Argentine, 
Yon knight who marshals thus their line \ ”■ 
“ The tokens on his helmet tell 
The Bruce, my Liege : I know him well.”-- 
And shall the audacious traitor brave 
The presence where our banners wave 1’ — 
So please my Liege,” said Ai’gentine, 
Were he hut horsed on steed like mine. 
To give him fair and knightly chance, 

1 w'ould adventure forth my lance.” — 

In battle-day,” the King replied, 

Nice tourney rules are set aside. 

— Still must the rebel dare our wrath ? 

Set on him — sweep him from our path ! ” 
And, at King Edward’s signal, soon 
Dash’d from the ranks Sir Henry Boune. 


Arm’d all on foot, that host appears 
A serried mass of glimmering spears. 

There stood the iMarchers’ warlike band, 

The warriors there of Lodon’s land j 
Ettrick and Liddell bent the yew, 

A band of archers flerce, timugh few ; 

The men of Nith and Annan’s vale, 

And the bold Spears of Teviotdale 
The dauntless Douglas these obey. 

And: the young Stuart’s gentle sway. ' 
North-eastward by Saint Ninian’s shrine, 
Beneath fierce Randolph’s charge, combine 
The warriors wdiom the hardy North 
From Tay to Sutherland sent forth, 
the rest of Scotland’s w^ar-array 
With Edward Bruce to w^estward lay, 

Where Bannock, with his broken bank 
And deep ravine, protects their flank. 

Behind them, screen’d by sheltering wood, 

The gallant Keith, Lord Marshal, stood; 

His men-at-arms bear mace and lance, 

And plumes that wave, and helms that glance. 
Thus fair divided by the King, 

Centre, and right, and left-ward wing, 
Composed his front; nor distant far 
Was strong reserve to aid the w’ar. 

And ’twas to front of this array, 

Her guide and Edith made their way. 


XIIL 

Here must they pause ; for, in advance 
As far as one might pitch a lance, 

The Monarch rode along the van, ^ 

The foe’s approaching force to scan, 

His line to marshal and to range, 

And ranks to square, and fronts to change. 
Alone he rode^ — from head to heel 
Sheathed in his ready arms of steel ; 

Nor mounted yet on war-horse wight, 

But, till more near the shock of fight, 
Reining a palfrey low and light. 

A diadem of gold was set 
Above his bright steel basinet. 

And clasp’d within its glittering twine 
Was seen the glove of Argentine ; 
Truncheon or leading staff he lacks, 
Bearing, instead, a battle-axe. 

He ranged his soldiers for the fight, 
xlecoutred thus, in open sight 
Of either host. — Three bowshots far, 
Paused the deep front of England’s Avar, 
And rested on their arms awlnle, 

To close and rank their warlike file. 

And hold high council, if that night 
Should Aiew the strife, or dawning light. 


Of Hereford’s high blood ® he came, 

A race renoAAm’d for knightly fame. 

He burn’d before his Monarch’s eye 
To do some deed of chivalry. 

He spun*’d his steed, he couch’d his lance, 
And darted on the Bruce at once. 

— As motionless as rocks, that bide 
The wrath of the advancing tide, 

The Bruce stood fast.— -Each breast beat hi 
And dazzled was each gazing eye— • 

The heart had hardly time to think, 

The eyelid scarce had time to wink,'* 

While on the King, like flash of flame, 
Spun-’d to full speed the w-ar-horse came ! 
The partridge may the fetlcon moek, 

If that slight palfrey stand the shock — 
But, swerAing from the Knight’s career. 
Just as they met, Bruce shunn’d the spear. 
Onward the baffled wai’rior bore 
His course — ^but soon his course was o’er l- 
High in his stirrups stood the King, 

And gaATe his battle-axe the SAving. 


The heart took hardly time to think. 

The eyelid scarce had space to ATink." 
■Just as they closed in full career, 

Bruce swerved the palfrey from the «pcar. 


I See Appendix, Note 3 T. 
s MS.— “Princely blood,” &;c. 
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Right on De Bonne, the whiles he pass’d, 
Fell that stem dint— the first— the last !— 
Snell strength upon the blow was put, 

The helmet crash’d like hazel-nut ; 

The axe-shaft, with its brazen clasp. 

Was shiver’d to the gauntlet grasp. 

Springs from the blow the startled horse, 
Drops to the plain the lifeless corse ; 

^First of that fatal field, how soon, 

How sudden, fell the fierce De Bonne 1 

■■XVI. ■' . 

One pitying glance the Monarch sped, 

Where on the field his foe lay dead ; 

Then gently turn’d his palfrey’s head, 

And, pacing hack his sober way, 

Slowly he gain’d his own array. 

There round their King the leaders crowd, 

And blame his recldessness aloud, 

That risk’d ’gainst each adventurous spear 
A life so valued and so dear. 

His broken weapon’s shaft survey’d 
The King, and careless answer made,— 

« My loss may pay my folly’s tax ; 

I’ve broke my trusty battle-axe.” 

’Twas then Fitz-Louis, bending low, 

Did Isabel’s commission show ; 

Edith, disguised at distance stands, 

And hides her blushes with her hands. 

The Monarch’s brow has changed its hue, 
Away the gory axe he threw. 

While to the seeming page he drew, 
Clearing war’s terrors from his eye. 
Her hand with gentle ease he took, 

With such a kind protecting look. 

As to a weak and timid boy 
Might speak, that elder brother’s care 
And elder brother’s love were there. 

xvn. 

« Fear not,” he said, young Amadine ! ” 
Then w^hisper’d, “ Still that name be tliine. 
P’ate plays her wonted fantasy,^ 

Kind Amadine, with thee and me, 

And sends thee here in doubtful hour. 

But soon we are beyond her power ; 

For on this chosen battle-plain, 

Victor or vanquish’d, I remain. 

Do thou to yonder hill repair ; 

The followers of our host are there, 

And all who may not weapons bear.— 
Fitz-Lonls, have him in thy care. — 

Joyful we meet, if all go well; 

If not, in Arran’s holy ceil 
Thou must take part with Isabel ; 


\ MS. “ her wonted pranks, I see." 

* Se-?: Appendix, Note 3U. 

» Lo! }^hy post have pass'd the foes." 


For brave Lord Ronald, too, liatii p.worn, 

Not to regain the Maid of Lorn, 

(The bliss on earth he covets most,) 

Would he forsake his battle-post, 

Or shun the fortune that may fall 
To Bruce, to Scotland, and to all. — 

But, hark ! some news these trumpets tell ; 
Forgive my haste — fare^vell ! — farewell I"’ — 
And in a lower voice he said, 

« Be of good cheer— farewell, sweet maid 1 

XVIll. 

« What train of dust, with trumpet-sound 
And glimmering speam, is wheeling round 
Our leftward flank 1 the Monarch cried, 
To Moray’s Earl wdio rode beside. 

" Lo ! round thy station pass the foes 1 ® 
Randolph, thy wTeatli has lost a rose.” 

The Earl his visor closed, and said, 

My wreath shall bloom, or life sha!! 
fade. — 

Follow, my household ! ” — And they go 
Like lightning on the advancing foe. 

My Liege,” said noble Douglas then, 

« Earl Randolph has but one to ten ; * 

Let me go forth his band to aid!”— 

— Stir not. The error he hath made, 

Let him amend it as he may ; 

I will not weaken mine array.” 

Then loudly rose the conflict-cry, 

And Douglas’s brave heart swell’d high,— 

«« My Liege,” he said, with patient ear 
I must not Moray’s death-knell hear!”— 

“ Then go — but speed thee back again.” — 
Forth sprung the Douglas with his train: 
But, when they won a rising hill, 

He bade his followers hold them still. — 

See, see ! the routed Sen thorn fly 1 
The Earl hath wnn the victory. 

Lo ! ■where yon steeds run mas'torless, 

His banner towers above the press. 

Rein up ; our presence would impair 
The fame we come too late to share.” 

Back to the host the Douglas rode, 

And soon glad tidings are abroad, ^ 

That, Dayncourt by stout Randolph slain. 
His followers fled with loosen’d rein. — 

That skirmish closed the busy day. 

And couch’d in battle's prompt array, 

Each army on their weapons lay. 

XIX. 

It was a night of lovely June, 

High rode in cloudless blue the moon, 
Demayet smiled beneath her ray ; 


4 MS.—** Earl Bantlolph’s strength is one to tsft " 

5 MS.—*’ Back to his post the Douglas rode. 

And soon the tidir.gs an* abroad.” 
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And midmost of the phalanx broad 
The Monarch held his sway. 

Beside him many a war-horse fumes, 
Around him waves a sea of plumes. 

Where many a knight in battle known. 

And some who spurs had first hmced on, 
And deem’d that fight should seo them 
w'on, 

King Edward’s bests obey. 

De Argentine attends his side, 

With stout De Valence, Pembroke’s pride. 
Selected champions from the train, 

To wait upon bis bridle-rein. 

Upon the Scottish foe he ga/ed— 

— At once, before his sight amazed, 

Sunk banner, spear, and shield ; 

Each weapon-point is dowmward sent, 

Each warrior to the ground is bent. 

The rebels, Argentine, repent ! 

For pardon they have kneel’d.”— ^ 

« Aye !— -but they bend to other powers, 
And other pardon sue than ours I 
See where yon hare-foot Abbot stands, 

And blesses them with lifted hands ! ® 

Upon the spot where they have kneel’d, 
These men will die, or win the field.” — 

' — ‘‘ Then prove we if they die or win I 
Bid Glosters Earl the fight begin.” 


Old Stirling’s towers arose in light, 

And, twined in links of silver bright, 

Her winding river layA 
Ah, gentle planet ! other sight 
Shall greet thee next returning night, 

Of broken arms and banners tore, 

And marshes dark with human gore. 

And piles of slaughter’d men and horse. 

And Forth that floats the frequent corse, 

And many a wounded wretch to plain 
Beneath thy silver light in vain ! 

But now, from England’s host, the cry 
Thou liear’st of wassail revelry, 

While from the Scottish legions pass 
The murmur’d prayer, the early mass ! — • 

Here, numbers had presumption given ; 

There, bands o’er-match’d sought aid from Heaven, 


On Giliie’s-hill, whose height commands 
The battle-field, fair Edith stands, 

With serf and page unfit for war. 

To eye the conflict from afar. 

0 1 with what doubtful agony 
She sees the dawning tint the sky ! — 

Now on the Ochils gleams the sun, 

And glistens now Demayet dun ; 

Is it the lark that carols shrill, 

Is it the bittern’s early hum? 

No ! — distant, but increasing still, 

The trumpet’s sound swells up the hill, 
With the deep murmur of the di-um. 
Responsive from the Scottish host, 
Pipe-clang and bugle sound were toss’d,® 
His breast and bi’owr each soldier cross’d, 
And started from the ground ; 

Arm’d and array’d for instant fight. 

Rose archer, spearman, squire and knight, 
And in the pomp of battle, bright 
The dread battalia frown’d.® 


XXII. 

Earl Gilbert waved his truncheon high, 
Just as the Northern ranks arose, 
Signal for England’s archery 
To halt and bend their hows. 

Then stepp’d each yeoman forth a pace, 
Glanced at the intervening space, 

And raised liis left hand high ; 

To the right ear the cords they bring*— ? 
—At once ten thousand bow-strings ring. 
Ten thousand arrows fly I 
Nor paused on the devoted Scot 
The ceaseless fury of their shot ; 

As fiercely and as fast, 

Forth whistling came the grey-goose wing 
As the wild hailstones pelt and ring 
Adown Decembers blast. 

Nor mountain targe of tough bull-hide, 
Nor lowdand mail, that stoiin may bide ; 
Vv’oe, woe to Scotland’s banner’d piide, 

If the fell shower may last I 


XXL 

Now onw’ard, and in open view, 

The countless ranks of England drew,^ 

Dark rolling like the ocean-tide, 

When the x'ough west bath chafed his pride. 
And his deep roar sends challenge wide 
To all that bars his w^ay ! 

In front the gallant archers trode, 

The men-at-arms behind them rode. 


“ The battle, we think, is not comparable to the battle in 
Marmion, though nothing can be finer than the scene of con- 
trasted repose and thoughtful anxiety by which it is intro- 
duced, (stanzas six. xx. xxi.)”— Jeffrey. 

4 See Appendix, Note 3 W. 

5 MS. — *‘De Argentine ! the cowards repent • 

For mercy they have kneerd-’* 
e See Appendix, Note 3 X. 

7 MS. — “ Drew to his ear the silken strur^."’ 


i liie 3.1 S. here interposes the couplet— 

“ Glanciiig by fits from hostile line, 

Armour and lance return’d the shine. ” 
s See Appendix, Note 3 V. 

3 “ Although Mr. Scott retains that necessary and charac- 
teristic portion of Ms peculiar and well-kno'wn manner, he is 
free, we think, from any faulty self-imitation ; and the battle 
of Bannockburn will remain for ever as a monument of the 
fertile poetical powers of a writer, who had before so greatly 
excelled hi Ibis species of description .” — Blon thly Review* 
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Upon the right, behind the wood, 

Each by his steed dismounted, stood 
The Scottish chivalry;— 

With foot in stirrup, hand on mane, 

Fierce Edward Bruce can scarce restrain 
His own keen heart, his eager train, 

Until the archers gain’d the plain ; 

Then, Mount, ye gallants free ! ” 

Ue cried; and, vaulting from the ground, 

His saddle every horseman found. 

On high their glittering crests ^ they toss, 

As springs the wild-fire from the moss ; 

The shield hangs down on every breast, 

Each ready lance is in the rest, 

And loud shouts Edward Bruce,— 

Forth, Marshal ! on the peasant foe 1 
We’ll tame the terrors of their bow. 

And cut the bow-string loose ! ” ® 

XXIII. 

Then spurs were dash’d in chargers’ flanks, 

They rush’d among the archer ranks. 

No spears were there the shock to let, 

No stakes to turn the charge were set, 

And how shall yoeman’s armour slight, 

Stand the long lance and mace of might 1 
Or what may their short swords avail, 

'Gainst barbed horse and shirt of mail ? 

Amid their ranks the chargers sprung. 

High o’er their heads the weapons swung, 

And shriek and groan and vengeful shout 
Give note of triumph and of rout I 
Awhile, with stubborn hardihood, 

Their English hearts the strife made good. 

Borne down at length on every side, 

Compell’d to flight, they scatter wide.— 

Let stags of Sherwood leap for glee, 

And bound the deer of Dallom-Lee ^ 

The broken bows of Bannock’s shore 
Shall in the ^’eenwood ring no more ! 

Hound Wakefield’s men 7 May-pole now, 

The maids may twine the summer bough. 

May northward look with longing glance, 

For those that wont to lead the dance. 

For the blithe archers look in vain ! 

Broken, dispersed, in flight o’erta’en, 

Pierced through, trode down, by thousands slain, 
They cumber Bannock’s bloody plain. 


1 MS.— Tlieir brandish’d spears.” 
i See Appendix, Note 3 Y. 
a See Appendix, Note 3 Z. 

< MS — “ An arm’d foe.” 

6 MS. — “ With many a pit the ground to bore. 
With turf and brushwood cover’d o’er. 
Had form’d,” &c. 

s See Appendix, Note 4 A, 

' See Appendix, Note 4 B 
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The King with scorn beheld their flight. 

" Are these,” he said, our yeomen wight 
Each braggart churl could boast before. 
Twelve Scottish lives his baldric bore ! 
Fitter to plunder chase or park, 

Than make a manly foe^ their mark. — 
Fortvard, each gentleman and knight ! 

Let gentle blood show generous might. 
And chivalry redeem the fight !” 

To rightward of the wild affray. 

The field show’d fair and level w’ay ; 

But, in mid-space, the Bruce’s car® 
Had bored the ground with many a pit. 
With turf and bruslnvood hidden yet,^ 
That form’d a ghastly snare. 

Rushing, ten thousand horsemen came, 
With spears in rest, and hearts on flame, 
That panted for the shock ! 

With blazing crests and banners spread, 
And trumpet-clang and clamour dread, 
The wide plain tbunderd to their tread, 
As far as Stirling rock. 

Down 1 dowm ! in headlong overthrow, 
Horseman and horse, the foremost go,“ 
Wild floundering on the field ! 

The first are in destruction’s gorge, 

Their followers wildly o’er them urge ; — 
The knightly helm and shield, 

The mail, the acton, and the spear, 

Strong hand, high heart, are useless 
here I 

Loud from the mass confused the cry 
Of dying W'arriors swells on high, 

And steeds that shriek in agony ! ^ 

They came like mountain-torrent red, 
That thunders o’er its rocky bed ; 

They broke like that same torrent’s wa’^'S ® 
When swallow’d by a darksome cave. 
Billows on billows burst and boil, 
Maintaining still the stern turmoil, 

And to their wild and tortured groan 
Each adds new terrors of his own ! 

XX Y.- 

Too strong in courage and in might 
Was England yet, to yield the fight, 
tier noblest all are here ; 


8 The MS. has 

“ When plunging down some darksome cave. 
Billow on billow rushing on, 

Follows the path the first had gone.” 

It is impossible not to recollect our author’s own lines,— 

“ As Bracldinn’s chasm, so black and steep, 
Beceives her roaring linn, 

As the dark caverns of the deep 
Suck the wild whirlpool in ; 

So did the deep and darksome pass 
Devour the battle’s mingled mass.” 

Lcuip of the Laki'., Canto vi. stanza 10. 
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rsamoR that to tear ■were never !known. 

Bold Norfolk’s Earl De Brotlierton, 

And Oxford’s famed De Vere. 

There Gloster plied the bloody sword. 

And Berkley, Grey, and Hereford, 

Bottetonrt and Sanzavere, 

Ross, Montague, and Mauley, came,^ 

And Courtenay’s pride, and Percy’s fame— 
'Names known too welH in Scotland’s "war, 
At Falkirk, Methven, and Dunbar, 

Blazed broader yet in after years. 

At Cressy red and fell Poitiers. 

Pembroke with these, and Argentine, 
BrougM up the rearward battle-line. 

"With caution o’er the ground they tread, 
Slippery with blood and piled with dead, 

Till hand to hand in battle set, 

The bills with spears and axes met, 

And, closing dark on every side, 

Raged the full contest far and wide. 

Then was ‘the strength of Douglas tried, 

Then proved was Randolph’s generous pride, 
And well did Stew’art’s actions graee 
The sire of Scotland’s royal race I 
Firmly they kept their ground ; 

As firmly England onward press’d, 

And dowm went many a noble crest, 

And rent w^as many a valiant breast, 

And Slaughter reveli’d round. 


This Knight his youthful strength to prove, 
And that to win his lady’s love ; 

Some fought from ruffian thirst of blood, 
From habit some, or hardihood. 

But ruffian stern, and soldier good, 

The noble and the slave. 

Prom various cause the same wild road, 

On the same bloody morning, trode, 

To that dark inn, the grave I ^ 

XXVII. 

The tug of strife to fiag begins. 

Though neither loses yet nor wins.® 

High rides the sun, thick rolls the dust,® 
And feebler speeds the blow and thrust. 
Douglas leans on his war-sword now, 

And Randolph wipes his bloody brow ; 

Nor less had toil’d each Southern knight, 
From morn till mid-day in the fight. 
Strong Egremont for air must gasp, 
Beauchamp undoes his visor-clasp. 

And Montague must quit his spear, 

And sinks thy falchion, bold De Vere ! 

The blows of Berkley fall less fast, 

And gallant Pembroke’s bugle-blast 
Hath lost its lively tone ; 

Sinks, Argentine, thy battle -■w’ord, 

And Percy’s shout w'as fainter heard. 

My merry-men, fight on ! *’ 



XXVI. 

Unflinching foot ^ ’gainst foot w^as set, 
Unceasing blow by blow w^as met j 
The groans of those w’ho fell 
Were drown’d amid the shriller clang 
That from the blades and harness rang, 
And in the battle-yell. 

Yet fast they fell, unheard, forgot, 

Both Southern fierce and hardy Scot; 
And 0 1 amid that -waste of life, 

What various motives fired the strife 1 
The aspiring Noble bled for fame. 

The Patriot for his country’s claim ; 


J MS,-—** Ross, Tybtot, Neville, Mauley, came.*’’ 

2 MS.—** Names kno^m of yore,” &c. 

« XJnsbifting foot,” (fee. 

* ** AH these, life’s rambling journey done, 

Have found their home, the grave.”— Cowper. 

® ** The dramatic, and even Shakspearian spirit of much of 
this battle must, we think, strike and delight the reader. We 
pass over much alternate, and much stubborn and ‘unflinch- 
ing ’ contest— 

* The tug of strife to flag begins, 

Though neither loses yet nor wins ; ’ 

bnt the description of it, as we have ventured to prophesy, 
will last for ever. • 

** It -wili he as unnecessary for the sake of our readers, as it 
would be useless for the sake of the author, to point out 
vianp of the obvious defects of these splendid passages, or ‘of 
others in the poem. Such a line as 

‘The tug of strife to flag begins/ 


XXVIII. 

Bruce, with the pilot’s w^ary eye, 

The slackening 7 of the storm could spy. 

One effort more, and Scotland ’s free I 
Lord of the Isles, my trust in thee 
Is firm as Ailsa Rock ; 

Rush on with Highland sword and targe, 

I, with my Garrick spearmen, charge ; ® 
Now, forwrard to the shock! ” ® 

At once the spears were forward thro"wiji, 
Against the sun the broad.swords shone; 
The pibroch lent its maddening tone, 

And loud King Robert’s voice was knowm— - 


must wound every ear that has the least pretension to judge of 
poetry ; and no one, we should think, can miss the ridiculous 
point of such a couplet as the subjoined,— 

‘ Each heart had caught the patriot spark 
Old man and stripHng, p7ies£ and clerk.’ ” 

MTonthlp Reviac. 

6 “ The adventures of the day are versified rather too lite- 
rally from the contemporary chrouieles- The following pas- 
sage, however, is emphatic ; and exemplifies what this author 
has so often exemplified, the power of well-chosen and well- 
arranged names, to excite lofty emotions, with little aid either 
from sentiment or description.”— Jeffrey. 

7 MS.— “ The sinking,” &c. 

8 See Appendix, Ni>te 4 C. 

I 9 MS.— “Then hurry to the shock?” 
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1 MS of lead or stone.” 

s MS.—** To ns, as well as them> belongs.” 

Hee Appendix, Note 4 D. 

* MS.—- “ Ana rode in batnls away.” 


fi See Appendix, Note 4 E. 

fi MS,— And, bade tbem hope amid despair.” 

7 The MS. has not the seven lines which follow. 


« Camel:, press on—thoy fail, they fail ! 
Press on, brave sons of Iimisgail, 

The foe is fainting fast ! 

Each strike for parent, child, and wife. 
For Scotland, liberty, and life,' — 

The battle cannot last ! 


XXIX. 

The fresh and desperate onset bore 
The foes three furlongs back and more, 

I eaving their noblest in their gore. 

Alone, De Argentine 
Yet bears on high his red-cross shield. 
Gathers the relics of the field, 

Kenews the ranks where they have reel’d, 
And still makes good the line. 

Brief strife, but fierce, — ^Ins efforts raise 
A bright but momentary blaze. 

Fair Edith hoard the Southron shout. 
Beheld them turning from the rout, 
Heard the wild call their trumpets sent. 
In notes ’twixt triumph and lament. 

That rallying force, combined anew, 
Appear’d in her distracted view, 

To hem the Islesmen round ; 

0 God I the combat they renew, 

And is no rescue found I 
And ye that look thus tamely on, 

And see your native land o’erthrown, 

0 1 are your hearts of flesh or stone? ” ^ 


XXX. 

I’he multitude that watch’d afar. 

Rejected from the ranks of war, 

Had not unmoved beheld the fight, 

When strove the Binice for Scotland’s right ; 
Each heart had caught the patriot spaik, 
Old man and stripling, priest and clerk, 
Bondsman and serf; even female hand 
Stretch’d to the hatchet or the brand ; 

But, when, mute Amadine they heard 
Give to their zeal his signal-word, 

A frenzy fired the throng ; 

Portents and miracles impeach 
Our sloth^ — the dumb our duties teach — ■ 
And he that gives the mute his speech, 
Can bid the weak be strong. 

To us, as to our lords, are given 
A native earth, a promised heaven ; 

To us, as to our lords, belongs - 

The vengeance for our nation’s wrongs ; 

The choice, ’twixt death or freedom, warms 
Our breasts as theirs— To arms, to arms !” 
To arms they flew, — axe, club, or spear, — ■ 
And mimic ensigns high they rear,® 


And, like a banner’d host afar, 

Bear down on England’s wearied war. 


XXXL 

Already scatter’d o’er the plain. 

Reproof, command, and counsel vain. 

The rearward squadrons fled amain, 

Or made but doubtful stay; — ** 

But when they mark’d the seeming show 
Of fresh and fierce and marshaU’d foe. 
The boldest broke array. 

0 give their hapdess prince his due 
In vain the royal Edw’-ard threw 

His person ’mid the spears, * 

Cried, Fight I” to terror and despair, 
Menaced, and wept, and tore his hair,^' 
And cursed their caitiff fears ; 

Till Pembroke turn’d his bridle rein, 

And forced him from the fatal plain. 
With them rode Argentine, until 
They gain’d the summit of the hill, 

But quitted there the train : — 

“ In yonder field a gage I left, — 

1 must not live of fame bereft ; 

I needs must turn again. 

Speed hence, my Liege, for on your trace 
The fiery Douglas takes the chase, 

I know his banner well, 

God send my Sovereign joy and bliss, 
And many a happier field than this ! — 
Once more, my Liege, farewell.” 


. : XXXII. 

Again he faced the battle-field, — 

“Wildly they fly, are slain, or yield.7 
" Now then,” he said, and couch’d liis spear^ 
My course is run, the goal is near ; 

One efibrt more, one brave career, 

Must close this race of mine.” 

Then in his stirrups rising high, 
lie shouted loud his battle-cry, 

Saint James for Argentine ! ” 

And, of the bold pursuers, four 
The gallant knight from saddle liore ; 

But not unharni’d — a lance’s point 
Has found his breastplate’s loosen'd joint, 

An axe has razed his crest ; 

Yet still on Colonsay’s fierce lord, 

W"ho press’d the chase with gory sword, 

He rode wdth spear in rest, 

And through his bloody tartans bored, 

And through his gallant breast. 

Nail’d to the earth, the mountaineer 
Yet writhed him uj) against the spear, 

And swung Ins broadsword round ! 
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— SLirrap, steel-boot, and cuish gave way. 

Beneath that blow’s tremendous sway, 

The blood gush’d from the wound ; 

And the grim Lord of Colonsay 

Hath turn’d him on the ground, 

And laugh’d in death-pang, that his blade 
The mortal thrust so well repaid. 

XXXIII. 

Now toil’d the Bruce, the battle done, 

To use his conquest boldly won ; ^ 

And gave command for horse and spear 
To press the Southron’s scatter’d rear, 

Nor let his broken force combine, 

— When the war-cry of Argentine 
Fell faintly on his ear ; 

Save, save his life,” he cried, O save 
The kind, the noble, and the brave ! ” 

The squadrons round free passage gave, 

The wounded knight drew near; 

He raised his red-cross shield no more. 

Helm, cuish, and breastjdate stream’d with 
gore, 

Yet, as he saw the King advance, 

He Strove even then to couch his lance — 

The effort was in vain I 
The spur-stroke fail’d to rouse the horse ; 

Wounded and weary, in mid course 
He stumbled on the plain. 

Then foremost was the generous Bruce 
To raise his head, his helm to loose ; — 

Lord Earl, the day is thine ! 

My Sovereign’s charge, and adverse fate, 

Have made our meeting all too late ; 

Yet this may Argentine, 

As boon foam ancient comrade, crave— 

A Christian’s mass, a soldier’s grave.” 

; XXXIV. ' 

Bruce press’d his dying hand — ^its grasp 
Kindly replied ; but, in his clasp, 

1 MS.— “ Now toil’d the Bmce as leaders ought. 

To use his conquest boldly bought.” 

2 See Appendix, Note 4 F, 

3 MS.— “ And the best names that England owns 

SavoII tlie sad death-prayer’s dismal tones.” 

4 MS.— “ When for lier rights her sword was bare, 

Eichts dear to all who freedom share.” 

5 « Xhe fictitious part of the story is, on the whole, the 
least interesting— though we think that the author hasha- 
r.arded rather too little embellishment in recording the adven- 
tures of the Bruce. There are many places, at least, invrhich 
he has evidently given an air of heaviness and flatness to his 
narration, by adliering too closely to the authentic history; 
and has lowered down the tone of his poetry to the tame level 
of the rude chroniclers by whom the incidents were originally 
recorded. There is a more serious and general fault, however, 
in the conduct of all this part of the story,- and that is, that 
it is not sufficiently national—and breathes nothing either of 
that animosity towards England, or that exultation over her 
defeat, which must have animated all Scotland at the period 
to which he refers; ana ought, consequently, to have been 
the ruling passion of Ids poem. Mr. Scott, however, not only 


It stiffen’d and grew cold- ■ 

And, O farewell 1 ” the victor cried, 

“ Of chivalry the flower and pride, 

The arm in battle bold, 

The courteous mien, the noble race. 

The stainless faith, the manly face ! — 

Bid Ninian’s convent light their shrine, 

For late-wake of De Argentine. 

O’er better knight on death-bier laid, 

Torch never gleam’d nor mass was said I 

XXXY. 

Nor for De Argentine alone, 

Through Ninian’s church these torches shone* 

And rose the death-prayer’s awfful tone.^ 

That yellow lustre glimmer’d pale, 

On broken plate and bloodied mail, 

Rent crest and shatter’d coronet, 

Of Baron, Earl, and Banneret ; 

And the best names that England knew, 

Claim’d in the death-prayer dismal due.^ 

Yet mourn not, Land of Fame I 
Though ne’er the leopards on thy shield 
Retreated from so sad a field, 

Since Norman William came. 

Oft may thine annals justly boast 
Of battles stem by Scotland lost ; 

Grudge not her victory, 

When for her freeborn rights she strove ; 

Rights dear to all who freedom iove,'^ 

To none so dear as thee 

XXXVL 

Turn w^e to Bruce, whose curious ear 
Must from Fitz-Louis tidings hear ; 

With him, a hundred voices tell 
Of prodigy and miracle, 

For the mute page had spoke.” — 

Page 1 ” said Fitz-Louis, “ rather .say, 

An angel sent from realms of day, 

To burst the English yoke. 

dwells fondly on the valour and generosity of the invaders, 
but actually makes an elaborate apology to the English for 
having ventured to .select for his theme a story which records 
their disasters. We hope this extreme courtesy is not in- 
tended merely to appease critics, and attract readers in the 
southern part of the island — an d yet it is difficult to see for what 
other purposes it could he assumed. Mr. Scott certainly need 
not have been afraid either of exciting rebellion amonghis coun- 
trymen, or of bringing his own liberality and loyalty into ques- 
tion, although, in speaking of the events of that remote period, 
where an overbearing conqueror was overthrown in a lawless 
atterax^t to subdue an indexiendent kingdom, he had given full 
expression to the hatred and exultation which must have 
prevailed among the victors, and are indeed the only passions 
which can be supposed to be excited by the story of their ex- 
ploits. It is not natural, and we are sure it is not poetical, to re- 
present the agents in such tremendous scenes as calm and in- 
dulgent judges of the motives or merits of theiropponents ; and, 
by lending such a character to the leaders of hishost, the author 
has actually lessened the interest of the mighty fight of Ban- 
nockhum, to that which might be supposed to belong to a well- 
regulated tournament among friendly rivals. ' — 
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1 saw Ins pbme anJ bonnet drop. 

When hurraing from the mountain top ; 

A lovely brow, dark locks tliat wave, 

To his bright eves new lustre gave, 

A step as light upon the green. 

As if his pinions waved unseen « 

Spoke he with noner’ — “ With none — one word 
Burst when he saw the Island Lord,^ 

Returning from the battle-field.” — 

" AYhat answer made the Chief He knecl’d, 
Durst not look up, but mutter’d low, 

Some mingled sounds that none might know,^ 

And greeted him ’twixt joy and fear. 

As being of superior sphere.” 

■ XXXYIT. ■ ■ 

Evan upon Bannock’s bloody plain, 

Heap’d then with thousands of the slain, 

’Mid victor monarch's musings high. 

Mirth laugh’d in good King Robert’s eye. 

And bore be such angelic air, 

^ueh noble front, such waving hair? 

Hath Ronald kneel’d to him?” he said, 

Then must we call the church to aid — 

Our will be to the Abbot known. 

Ere these strange news are wider blown, 

To Cambuskenneth straight ye pass, 

And deck the church for solemn mass,® 

To pay for high deliverance given, 

A nation’s thanks to gi’acious Heaven. 


MS.—** Excepted to the Island Lord, 

When tunilng,” &c. 

2 MS,— “ Some mingled sounds of joy and woe.” 

8 The MS. adds 

** That priests and choir, with morning beams, 

Prepare, with reverence as beseems. 

To pay,” *5cc. 

4 Bruce issues orders for the celebration of the nuptials ; 
whether they were ever solemnized, it is impossible to say. 
As critics, we should certainly have forbidden the banns ; 
because, although it is conceivable that the mere lapse of time 
might not have eradicated the passion of Edith, yet how such 
a circumstance alone, without even the assistance of an in- 
terview, could have created one in the bosom of Ronald, i.s 
altogether inconceivable. He must have proposed to marry 
her merely from compassion, or for the sake of her lands ; 
and, upon either supposition, it would have comported with 
the delicacy of Edith to refuse his proffered hsmi/’—Quarterli/ 
■MvieuL 

To BTr. James JiaUantyne,— D qoj Sir , — You have now the 
whole affair, excepting two or three concluding stanzas. As 
your taste for bride’s-cake may induce you to desire to know 
more of the wedding, I will save you some criticism by saying, 
I have settled to stop short as above.— Witness my hand, 

W. S." 

s The reader is referred to Mr. Hogg’s “ Pilgrims of the 
Sun” for some beautiful lines, aud a highly interesting note, 
on the death of the Duchess of Buccleuch. See ante, p. 407. 

® The Edinburgh Ibnnewer (Mr, Jeffrey) say.s, “ The story of 
the Lord of the Isles, in so far as it is fictitious, is palpably de- 
ficient both in interest and probability ; and, in so far as it is 
fijuuded on historical truth, seems to us to be objectionable, 
iwth for want of incident, and want of variety and connexion 


Let him array, besides, such state. 

As should on princes’ nuptials wait. 
Ourself the cause, through fortune’s .spite, 
That once broke short that spousal rite, 
Ourself will grace, with early mom, 

The bridal of the Maid of Lorn,”^ 


CONCLUSION. 

Co forth, my Song, upon thy venturous way; 

Go boldly forth ; nor yet thy nia.ster blame, 

Who chose no patron for his humble lay. 

And graced thy numbers with no friendly name, 
Whose partial zeal might smooth thy path to tame, 
TVicre was — and 0 1 how many sorrows crowd 
Into these two brief words 1 — there was a claim 
By generous friendship given — had fate allow’d, 

It well had bid thee rank the proudest of the proud ! 

All angel now — yet little lc;.ss than all, 

While still a pilgrim in our world below 1 
What ’vails it us that patience to recall. 

Which hid its own to soothe all other woe ; 

What ’vails to tell, how Virtue’s purest glow 
Shone yet more lovely in a form so fain® 

And, least of all, what ’vails the world should know, 
lhat one poor garland, twined to deck thy hair, 

Is hung upon thy hearse, to droop and wither there 


in the incidents that occur. 'Dierc is a romantic grandeur, 
however, in the scenery, and a sort of savage greatness aud 
rude antiquity in many of the characters and events, "which 
relieves the insipidity of the narrative, and atones for many 
defects in the execution.” 

After giving copious citations from what he considers as 
“ the better parts of the poem.” the critic says, “ to give a 
complete and impartial idea of it, we ought to subjoin some 
from its more faulty passages. But this is but an irksome 
task at all times, and, with such an author as Mr. Scott, ia 
both invidious and unnecessary. His faults are nearly as no- 
torious as his beautie.H ; and we have announced in the outset, 
that they are equally conspicuous in this us in his other pro- 
ductions. There are innumerable harsh lines and uncouth 
expressions,— passages of a coarse and heavy diction, —and 
details of uninteresting minuteness and oppressive explana- 
tion, It is needless, after this, to quote such couplets as 

* A damsel tired of midnight hark. 

Or wanderers of a moulding stark,* — 

or-« 

* ’Tis a kind youth, but fanciful, 

Unfit against the tide to pull — 

or to recite the many weary pages which contain the collo- 
quies of Isabel and Edith, and set forth the unintelligible rea- 
sons of their unreasonable conduct. The concerns of these 
two yonnghadies, indeed, form the heaviest part of the poem 
The mawkish generosity of the one, and the piteous fidelity of 
the other, are equally oppressive to the reader, and do not 
tend at all to put him in good humour with Lord Ronald, — 
who, though the beloved of both, and the nominal hero of the 
work, is certainly as far as possible from an interesting per- 
son. The lovers of poetry have a particular aversion to Ihe 
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Sftcunstancy of otTier lovers,— and especially to that sort of in- 
constancy which is iiahle to the suspicion of being partly in- 
spired by worldly ambition, and partly abjured from conside- 
rations of a still meaner selfishness- We suspect, therefore, 
that they will have but little indulgence for the fickleness of 
the Lord of the Isles, who breaks the troth he had pledged 
to the heiress of Lorn, as soon as he sees a chance of succeed- 
ing with the King’s sister, and comes back to the slighted 
bride, when bis royal mistress takes the vows in a convent, 
and the heiress gets into possession of her lands, by the for- 
feiture of her brother. These characters, and this story, form 
the great blemish of the poem ; but it has rather less fire and 
flow and facility, we think, on the whole, than some of the 
author’s other performances.” 


The liJontJdp Reviewer thus assails the title of the poem 
** The Lord of the Isles himself, selon hs regies of Air. Scott’s 
compositions, being the hero, is yjoi the first person in the 
poem. The attendaiit here is always in white muslin, and 
Tilburina herself in white linen. Still, among the fteutero- 
prahi (or second best) of the author. Lord Konald holds a re- 
spectable rank. He is not so mere a magic-lantern figure, once 
seen in bower and once in field, as Lord Cranstoun ; he far ex- 
ceeds that tame rabbit boiled to rags without onion or other 
sauce, De Wilton; and although he certainly falls infinitely 
short of that accomplished swimmer Malcolm Grmme, yet he 
rises proportionably above the red-haired Redmond. Lord Ro- 
nald, indeed, bating his intended marriage with one woman 
while he loves another, is a very noble fellow ; and, were he not 
so totally eclipsed by ‘The Bruce,’ he would hare served very 
well to give a title to any octosyllabic epic, were it even as 
vigorous and poetical as the present. Nevertheless, it would 
have been just as proper to call Virgil’s divine poem * The 
, Anchiseid,’ as it is to call this ‘ The Lord of the Isles.’ To all 
intents and purposes the aforesaid quarto is, and ought to be^ 
* The jBna’6.’ ” 

The iJ/ontt?// 2?t’CT*e<fer thus concludes his article: “In some 
detached passages, the present poem may challenge any of Mr. 
Scott’s compositions ; and perhaps in the Abbot’s involuntary 
blessing' it excels any single part of any one of them. The 
battle, too, and many dispersed lines besides, have transcend- 
ant merit. In point of fable, however, it has not the grace and 
elegance of * The Lady of the Lake,’ nor the general clearness 
and vivacity of its narrative ; nor the unexpected happiness of 
its catastrophe ; and still less does it aspire to the praise of the 
complicated, but very proper and well - managed story of 
‘ Eokeby.’ It has nothing so pathetic as * The Cypress W reath;’ 
nothing so sweetly touching as the last evening scene at Roke- 
by, before it is broken by Bertram ; notliing (with the excep- 
tion of the Abbot) so awfully melancholy as much of Mor- 
tham’s liistory, or so powerful as Bertram’s farewell to Ed- 
mund. It vies, as we have already said, with ‘ Marmioh,’ in 
the generally favourite part of that poem ; but what has it 
(with the exception before stated) equal to the immurement 
of Constance ? Gn the whole, however, we prefer it to ‘ Mar- 
inion which, in spite of much merit, always had a sort of 
noisy royal-circus air with it ; a eJapdrapperg, if we may ven- 
tiire on such a word. ‘ Marmion,* in short, has become quite 
identified with Mr. Braliam in our minds; and we are there- 
fore not perhaps unbiassed judges of its perfections. Finally, 
we do not hesitate to place ‘The Lord of the Isles’ below both 
of Mr. Scott’s remaining longer works ; and as to ‘ The Lay of 
the Last Minstrel,' for numerous commonxdaces and separate 
beauties, that poem, we believe, still constitutes one of the 
highest steps, if not the very highest, in the ladder of the au- 
thor’s reputation. The characters of the present tale (with 
the exception of ‘ The Bruce,’ who is vividly painted from 
history— and of some minor sketches) are certainly, in point of 
biveulion, cf the most novels that is, of the most Minerva-press 



description'; and, as to the language and versification, the 
poem is in its general course as inferior to ‘ Eokeby ' (by much 
the most correct and the least justly appreciated of the au- 
thor’s works) as it is in the construction and conduct of it* 
fable. It supplies whole pages of the most prosaic narrative ; 
but, as we conclude by recollecting, it displays also whole 
pages of the noblest poetry.” 


The British Critic says : “ No poem of Mr. Scott has yet 
appeared with fairer claims to the public attention. If it 
have less pathos than the Lady of the Lake, or less display of 
character than Marmion, it surpasses them both in grandeur 
of conception, and dignity of versification. It is in every re- 
spect decidedly superior to Rokeby ; and though it may not 
reach the Lay of the Last Minstrel in a few splendid passages, 
it is far more perfect as a whole. The fame of Mr. Scott, 
among those who are capable of distinguishing the rich ore of 
poetry from the dross which surrounds it, will receive no small 
advancement by this last effort of his genius. We discover in 
it a brilliancy in detached expressions, and a power of lan- 
guage in the combination of images, which has never yet ap- 
peared in any of his previous publications. 

“ We would also believe that as his strength has increased, 
BO Ms glaring errors have been diminished. But so embedded 
and engrained are these in the gems of his excellence, that no 
blindness can overlook, no art can divide or destroy their con- 
nexion. They must he tried together at the ordeal of time, 
and descend unseparated to posterity. Could Mr, Scott hut 
‘ endow his purposes with words’-— could he but decorate the 
justice and the splendour of his conceptions with more unal- 
loyed aptness of expression, and more uniform strength and 
harmony of numbers, he would claim a place in the highest 
rank among the poets of natural feeling and natural imagery. 
Even as it is, with all his faults, we love him still; and 'When 
he shall cease to wrlie, we shall find it difficult to stipplg Ms 
place with a better.” 


The Qnarferlp Revieicer, after giving his outline of the story 
of The Lord of the Isles, thus proceeds “ In whatever point 
of view it be regarded, whether with reference to the incidents 
it contains, or the agents by whom it is carried on, we think 
that one less calculated to keep alive the interest and curio- 
sity of the reader could not easily have been conceived. Of 
the characters, we cannot say much ; they are not conceived 
with any great degree of originality, nor delineated with any 
particular spirit. Neither are we disposed to criticise with 
minuteness the incidents of the story; but we conceive that 
the whole poem, considering it as a narrative poem, is pro- 
jected upon wrong principles. 

“ The story is obviously composed of two independent plots, 
connected with each other merely by the accidental circum- 
stances of time and place. The liberation of Scotland by 
Bruce has not naturally any more connexion vith the loves 
of Ronald and the Maid of Lorn, than with those of Dido and 
JEneas ; nor are we able to conceive any possible motive 
wbicbshonld have induced Mr. Scott to weave them as he 
has done into the same narrative, except the desire of com- 
bining the advantages of a heroical, with what we may call, 
for want of an appropriate word, axietMcal subject ; an attempt 
which we feel assured he never would have made, had he 
duly weighed the very different principles upon which these 
dissimilar sorts of poetry are founded. Thus, had Mr. Scott 
introduced the loves of Ronald and the Maid of Lorn as an 
episode of an epic poem upon the subject of the battle of Bati- 
nockburn, its want of connexion with the main action might 
have been excused, in favour of its intrinsic merit ; but, by a 
great singularity of judgment, he has introduced the battle of 
Bannockburn as an episode, in the loves of Ronald ami tho 
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Maid of Lorii. To say notlung of tlie obvious preposterous' 
ness of such a design, ahstraetetUy considered, the effect of 
it has, we think, decidedly been to destroy that interest which 
either of them might separately have created ; or, if anyinte- 
re.st remain respecting the fate of the ill-rcquiteci Edith, it is 
because at no moment of the poem do we feel the slightest 
degree of it, respecting the enterprise of Bruce, 

*■' The many beautiful passages which we have extracted 
from the poem, combined with the brief remarks subjoined 
to each canto, 'will sufficiently show, that although the Lord 
of the Isles is not likely to add very much to the reputation 
of Mr. Scott, yet this must be imputed rather to the great- 
ness of his premus reputation, than to the absolute inferio- 
rity of the poem itself. Unfortunately, its merits are merely 
incidental, while its defects arc mixed up with the very ele- 
ments of the poem. But it is not in the power of Mr, Scott to 
write with tameness; bo the subject what it will, {and he 
could not easily l^ave choscn.one more impracticable,) he im- 
presses upon whatever scenes he describes, so much move- 
ment and activity,-— he infuses into his narrative such a flow 
of life, and, if we may so express ourselves, ot annual spirits, 
that without satisfying the judgment, or moving the feelings, 
or elevating the mind, or even very greatly interesting the 
curiosity, he is able to seize upon, and, as it were, exhilarate 
the imagination of his readers, iu a manner which is often 
truly unaccountable. This quality Mr. Scott possesses in an 
admirable degree ; and supposing that he had no otlier ob- 
ject in view than to convince the world of the great poetical 
powers with which he is gifted, the poem before us would be 
quite sufficient for his purpose. But this is of very inferior 
importance to the public ; what they want is a good poem, 
and, as experience has shown, this can only be constructed 
upon a solid foundation of taste and judgment aud medita- 
tion.’ ■ , 


“ These passages (.referring to the preceding extract from 
the Quarterly, and that from the Bdhibvrijli iJer/V/r, at the 
commencement of the poem] a}>pear to me to condense tho 
result of deliberate and candid reflection, and 1 have there- 
fore quoted them. The most important remarks of either 
Essayist on the details of the plot aud execution arc annexed 
to the last edition of the poem ; and show such an exact co- 
incidence of judgment in two masters of their calling, as had 
not hitherto been exemplified in the professional criticism of 
his metrical romances. The defects which both point out, 
are, I presume, hut too completely explained by the preced- 
ing statement of the rapidity with which this, the last of those 
great performances, had been thrown off [see Life, rol. v. 
pp, 13— 15]— nor do I see that either Beviewer has failed to 
do sufficient justice to the beauties which redeem the imper- 
fections of the Lord of the Isles— except as regards the whole 
character of Bruce, its real hero, and the i)icture of the Battle 
of Bannockburn, whicli, now that one can compare these 
works from something like the same point of view, docs not 
appear to me in the slightest jiarticular inferior to the Flodden 
ofMarmion. 

This poem is now, I believe, about as popular as Rokehy ; 

' but it has never reached tho same station in general favour 
with the Lay, Marrnion, or the Lady of the Lake. The first 
edition of 1800 copies in quarto, was, however, rapidly dis- 
posed of, and the separate editions in 8vo, which ensued be- 
fore his imctical works were collected, amounted together to 
15,250 copies. This, in the case of almost any other author, 
would have been splendid success ; but, as compared with 
what he had previously experienced, even in his Rokehy, and 
still more so as compared with the enormous circulation at 
once attained by Lord Byron’s early tales, which were then 
following each other in almost breathle.ss succession, the fall- 
ing off was decided.”— Lockhart, vol. v. p. 27. 
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Note A. 

Ttiy rugged ItalU^ Artoniishl rnug.—'^. 410. 

luE ruins of the Castle of Artornish arc situated upon a ' 
promontory, on the Morveu, or mainland side of the Sound 
of Mull, a name given to the deep arm of the sea, ■which di- 
vides that island from the continent. Tlie situation is wild 
and romantic in the highest degree, having on the one hand 
a high and precipitous chain of rocks overhanging the sea, 
and on the other the narrow entrance to the beautiful salt- 
water lake, called Loch Alline, which is in many places finely 
fringed with copsewood. The ruins of Artornish are not now 
very considerable, and consist chiefly of the remains of an old 
keep, or tower, •with fragments of outward defences. But, in 
former days, it was a place of great consequence, being one of 
the principal stronghold.s, which the Lords of the Isles, during 
the period of their stormy independence, possessed upon the 
mainland of Argyleshire. Here they assembled what popu- 
lar tradition calls their parliaments, meaning, I suppose, their 
coiir pleniere, or assembly of feudal and patriarchal vassals 
and dependents. From this Castle of Artornish, upon the 
19th day of October, 1461, John de Yle, designing himself 
Earl of Ross and Lord of the Isles, granted, in the style of an 
independent sovereign, a commission to his trusty and well- 
beloved cousins, Ronald of the Isles, and Duncan, Arch-Dean 
of the Isles, for empowering them to enter into a treaty with 
the most excellent Prince Edward, by the grace of God, King 
of France and England, and Lord of Ireland. Edward IV., 
on his part, named Laurence, Bishop of Durham, the Earl of 
Worcester, the Prior of St, John’s, Lord Wenlock, and Mr. 
Robert Stillington, keeper of the privy seal, his deputies and 
commissioners, to confer with those named by the Lord of 
the Isles. The conference terminated in a treaty, by which 
the Lord of the Isles agreed to heaoTne a vassal to the crown 
of England, and to assist Edward IV. and James Earl of 
Douglas, then in banishment, in subduing the realm of Scot- 
land. 

The first article provides, that John de Isle, Earl of Ross, 
with his son Donald Balloch, and his grandson John de Isle, 
with all their subjects, men, people, and inhabitants, become 
vassals and liegemen to Edward IV. of England, and assist 
him in his wars in Scotland or Ireland; and then follow the 
allowances to be made to the Lord of the Isles, in recompense 
of his military sendee, and the provisions for dividing such 
conquests as their united arms should make upon the main- 
land of Scotland among the confederates. These appear such 
curious illustrations of the period, that they are here sub- 
joined : 

“ Item, The seid John Erie of Rosse shall, from the seid 
fest of Whittesontyde next comyng, yerely, duryng his lyf, 
have and take, for fees and wages in tyme of peas, of the seid 
most high and Christien prince c, niai'C steriyng of Englysh 
money ; and in tyme of w'erre, as long as he shall entende 
with his myght and power in the said werres, in manner and 


fourme abovesaid, he shall have wages of cc. lb. stnrlyng ot 
English money yearly ; and after the rate of the tyme that he 
shall be occupied in the seid werres. 

Item, The seid Donald shall, from the seid feste of Whit- 
tesontycle, have and take, during his lyf, yerly, in tyme oi 
peas, for his fees and wages, xx 1. steriyng of Englysh money ; 
and, when he shall be occupied and intend to the werre, with 
his myght and power, and in manner and fourme aboveseid, 
he shall have and take, for his •wages yearly, xl 1. sterlynge of 
Englysh money ; or for the rate of the tyme of werre 

Item, The seid John, sonn and heire apparent of the said 
Donald, shall have and take, yerely, from the seid fest, for 
his fee.s and wages, in the tyme of peas, x 1. sterlynge of Eng- 
lysh money ; and for tyme of werre, and his intendyng thereto, 
in manner and fourme aboveseid, he shall have, for his fees 
and wages, yearly xx 1. sterlynge of Englysh money ; or after 
the rate of the tyme that he shall he occupied in the werre : 
And the seid John, th’ Erie Donald and John, and eche of 
them, shall have good and sufficiaunt paiment of the sold fees 
and wages, as wel for tyme of peas as of werre, accordyng to 
thees articules and appoyntements. Item, It is appointed, 
accorded, concluded!, and finally determined, that, if it so be 
that hereafter the said reaume of Scotlande, or the more part 
thereof, be conquered, subdued, and brought to the obeissance 
of the seid most high and Christien prince, and his heires, or 
successoures, of the seidLionell, in fourme aboveseid descend- 
yng, be the assistance, helpe, and aide of the said John Erie 
of Rosse, and Donald, and of James Erie of Douglas, then, 
the said fees and wages for the tyme of peas ceSsying, the 
same erles and Donald shall have, by the graunte of the same 
most Christien prince, all the possessions of the said reaume 
beyonde Scottishe see, they to be departed equally betwix 
them : eche of them, his heires and successours, to liolde his 
parte of the seid most Christien prince, his heires and succes" 
sours, for evermore, in right of his croune of England, by ho** 
mage and feaute to be done therefore. 

“ Item, If so he that, by th’ aide and assistence of the seid 
James Erie of Douglas, the said reaume of Scotlande he con- 
quered and subdued as above, then he shall have, enjoie, and. 
inherite all his own possessions, landes, and inheritaance, on 
this syde the Scottishe see ; that is to saye, betwixt the seid 
Scottishe see and Englande, such he hath rejoiced and b** 
possessed of before this; there to holdethenaof the said mosv 
high and Christien prince, his heires, and snccessours, as is 
abovesaid, for evermore, in right of the coroune of Englonde, 
as weel the said Erie of Douglas, as his heires and succes- 
sours, by homage and feaute to be done therefore.”— Ry- 
mer’s Fcedera Conventiones Literce et ciijuscunqim generis 
Acta Puhlica, fol. vol. v., 1741. 

Such was the treaty of Artornish ; but it does not appear 
that the allies ever made any very active effort to realize their 
ambitious designs. It will serve to show both the power of 
these reguli, and their independence upon the crown of Scot- 
land. 

It is only farther necessary to say of the Castle of Artonusii 
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cTiat It IS almost opposite to the Bay of Aros, in the Island, of 
Mull, where there was another castle, the occasional residence 
of the Lords of the Isles. 


NoteB. ■ ■ 

Rude Hdskar's seal through surges dark, 

WiU long pursue the mmstreVs P. 410. 

The seal displays a taste for music, -which could scarcely he 
expected from his hahits and local predilections. They will 
long follow a boat in which any musical instrument is played, 
and even a tune simply whistled has attractions for them. 
The Dean of the Isles says of Hoiskar, a small uninhabited 
rock, about twelve (Scottish) miles from thehsle of Uist, that 
an infinite slaughter of seals takes place tl»»cre. 


NoteC. 

a tirrreCs alrp head, 

SlUnder and stetp, and battled 7'Qund, 

O'crlovk'd, dark Mull! thynughty Sound.— F. 411. 

The Sound of Mull, which divides that island from the con- 
tinent £>f Scotland, is one of the most striking scenes which 
the Hebrides afford to the traveller. Sailing from Oban to 
Aros, or Tobermory, through a narrow channel, yet deep 
enough to hear vessels of the largest burden, he has on his 
left the hold and mountainous shores of Mull ; on the right 
those of that district of Argylesliire, called Morven, or Mor- 
vern, successively indented by deep salt-water lochs, running 
up many miles inland. To the south-eastward arise a prodi- 
gious range of mountains, among which Cruachan-Ben is pre- 
eminent. And to the north-east is the no less huge and pic- 
turesque range of the Ardnamurchan hills. Many ruinous 
castles, situated generally upon cliffs overhanging the ocean, 
add interest to the scene. Those of Donolly and Dunstaffnage 
are first passed, then that of Duart, formerly belonging to the 
chief of the warlike and powerful sept of Macleans, and 
the scene of Miss Baillie’s beautiful tragedy, entitled the Fa- 
mily Legend. Still passing on to the northward, Artornish 
and Aros become visible upon the opposite shores ; and, last- 
ly, Mingany, and other ruins of less distingnished note. In 
fine weather, a grander and more impressive scene, both 
from its natural beauties, and associations with ancient his- 
tory and tradition, can hardly be imagined. When the wea- 
ther is rough, the passage is both difficult and dangerous, 
from the narroivTie.ss of the channel, and in part from the 
number of inland lakes, out of which sally forth a number of 
conflicting and thwarting tides, making the navigation peri- 
lous to open boats. The sudden flaws and gusts of wind which 
issue without a moment’s warning from the mountain glens, 
are equally formidable. So tliat in unsettled weather, a stran- 
ger, if not much accustomed to the sea, may sometimes add 
to the other sublime sensations excited by the .scene, that feel- 
ing of dignity which arises from a sense of danger. 


Note D. 

« these seas behold. 

Round tunce a hundred islands roll'd. 

From Mlri, that hears their northern roar. 

To the green Hay's fertile shore.'"‘—P. 412. 

The number of the western isles of Scotland exceeds two 
hundred, of which St. Hilda is the most northerly, anciently 


called Hirth, or Hirt, probably from “ earth," being in fact 
the whole globe to its inhabitants. Hay, whicu now bcloiiga 
almost entirely to Walter Campbell, Esq. of Shawfield, is by 
far the most fertile of the Hebrides, and has been greatly im- 
proved under the spirited and sagacious management of the 
present proprietor. Tins was in ancient times the principal 
abode of the Lords of the Isles, being, if not the largest, the 
most important island of their archipelago. In Martin’s time, 
some relics of their grandeur were yet extant. Loch-Fin- 
lagau, about three miles in circumference, affords salmon, 
trouts, and eels : this lake lies in the centre of the isle. The 
Isle Finlagan, from which this lake hath its name, is in it. It’s 
famous for being once the court in which the great Mac-Do- 
nald. King of the Isles, had his rc.sidence ; his houses, chapel, 
&c. are no-w ruinous. His guards de corps, called Lucht- 
tach, kept guard on the lake side nearest to tlie i.=tle ; the waLs 
of their houses are still to be seen there. The high court of 
judicature, consisting of fourteen, sat always here ; and there 
•was an appeal to them from all the courts in the isles : the 
eleventh share of the sum in debate was due to the principal 
judge. There was a big stone of seven foot square, in which 
there was a deep impression made to receive the feet of JMac- 
Donald ; for he was crowned King of the I&le.s standing in this 
stone, and swore that he would continue his vassals in the 
possession of their lands, and do exact justice to all his sub- 
jects : and then his fiither’s sword was put into his hand. 
The Bishop of Argyle and seven priests anointed him king, in 
presence of all the heads of the tribes in the isles and conti- 
nent, and were his vassals ; at which time the orator rehear- 
sed a catalogue of his ancestors," &c.-~Martin’s Accoimt of 
I the Western Isles, 8vo, London, I 7 IC, p. 240, 1. 


■ Note E. 

Mingarry sternly placed, 

O'eravxs the woodland and the waste.—?. 412. 

The Castle of Mingarry is situated on the .‘•■ea-cnast of the 
district of Ardnamurchan. The ruins, which are tolerably 
entire, are surrounded by a very high wall, forming a kind of 
polygon, for the purpose of adapting itself to the projecting 
angles of a precipice overhanging the sea, on which the castle 
stands. It was anciently the residence of the Mac-Ians, a 
clan of Mao-Donalds, descended from Ian, or John, a grand- 
son of Angus Og, Lord of the Isles. The last time that Min- 
garry was of military importance, occurs in the celebrated 
Leabhar dearg, or Red-book of CJanronakl, a JVIS. renowned 
in the Ossianic controversy. Allaster Mac-Donald, commonly 
called Colquitto, who commanded the Irish auxiliaries, sent 
over by the Earl of Antrim during the great civil war to the 
assistance of Montrose, began his enterprise in 1644, by taking 
the castles of Kinioch-Alliue, and Mingarry, the last of which 
made considerable resistance, as might, from the strength of 
the situation, be expected. In the meanwhile, Allastei Mac- 
Donald’s ships, which had brought him over, 'ivere attacked 
in Loch Eisord, in Skye, by an armament scut round by the 
covenanting parliament, and his own vessel was taken. This 
circumstance is said chiefly to have induced him to continue 
in Scotland, where there seemed little prospect of raising an 
army in behalf of the King. He had no sooner moved east- 
ward to join Montro.se, a junction which he effected in the 
braes of Athole, than the Marquis of Argyle besieged the 
castle of Mingarry, but without success. Among other war- 
riors and chiefs whom Argyle summoned to his camp to assist 
upon this occasion, w-as John of Moidart, the Captain of Clan- 
Tonald. Clanronald appeared; but, far from yield iiig effec- 
tual assistance to Argyle, he took the opportunity of being in 
arms to lay -waste the district of Sunart, then belonging to the 
adherents of Argyle, and sent part of the spoil to relieve the 
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Castle of Mineany. Thus tfte castle -vras maintained until re- 
lieved by Allaster Mac-JDonald (Colqnitto), who had been de- 
tached for the purpose by I^Iontrose. These particulars are 
hardly worth mentioning, were they not connected with the 
memorable successes,of Montrose, related by an eyewitness, 
and liitherto nnknowu to Scottish historians. 


The heir ofmighVj SomerUrl.~V. 412. 

.'■Jomcrled was thane of Argyle and Lord of the Isle.g, aljout 
the middle of the twelfth century. He seems to have exer- 
cised his anthority in both capacities, independent of the 
crown of Scotland, against which he often stood in hostility. 
Ife made various incursions upon the western lowlands during 
the reign of Malcolm IV.,, and seems to have made peace with 
him upon the terms of an independent prince, about the year 
1157 . In 1104, he resumed the war against Malcolm, and in- 
vaded Scotland -with a large, hut probably a tumultuary army, 
collected in the isles, in the mainland of Argyleshire, and in 
the neighbouring provinces of Ireland. He was defeated and 
slain in an engagement with a very inferior force, near Een- 
frew. His son Gillicolane fell in the same battle. This mighty 
chieftain married a daughter of Olaus, King of Man. From 
him onr genealogists deduce two dynasties, distinguished in 
the stormy history of the middle ages ; the Lords of the Isles 
descended from Ms elder son Ronaldj—and the Lords of Lorn, 
who took their siniame of M 'Doiigal, as de-scended of his se- 
cond son Dougal. That Somerlcd’s territories upon the main- 
land, and upon the islands, should have been thus divided 
between his two sons, instead of passing to the elder exclu- 
sively, may illustrate the uncertainty of descent among the 
great Highland families, which wc shall presently notice. 


Lordoftliemes.--^l?.m. 

Ihe representative of this independent principality, for such 
it seems to have been, though acknowledging occasionally the 
pre-eminence of the Scottish crown, was, at the period of the 
poem, Angus, called Angus Og ; but the name has been, eu- ' 
p/ion/<:p< 7 m//a, exchanged for that of Ronald, w'hicii frequently 
occurs in tlie genealogy. Angus was a protector of Robert 
Bruce, whom he received in his Castle of Runnaverty, during 
the time of his greatest distress. As I shall be equally liable 
to censure for attempting to decide a controversy which has 
long existed between three distinguished chieftains of this fa- 
mily, who have long disputed the representation of the Lord 
oi the Isles, or for leaving a question of such importance alto- 
gether untouched, I choose, in the first place, to give such in- 
Sormation as I have been able to derive from Highland genea- 
logist.?, and which, for those who have patience to investigate 
such subjects, really contains some curious information con- 
cerning the history of the Isles. In the second place, I shall 
offera few remarks upon the rules of succession at that period, 
without pretending to decide their bearing upon the question 
at issue, wliich must depend ux)on evidence which. I have had 
no 'opportunity to exaaiie. 


^ Western Isles and adjacent coast. 


" Angus Og,” says an ancient manuscript translated from 
the Gaelic, **son of Angus Mor, son of Bouala, son of Ronald, 
son of Somerled, high chief and superior Lord of Innisgail, lor 
the Isles of the Gael, the general name given to the Hebrides,) 
he married a daughter of Cunbui, namely, Cathan; she was 
mother to John, son of Angus, and with her came an unusual 
portion from Ireland, viz. twenty-four clans, of whom twenty- 
four families in Scotland are descended. Angus had another 
son, namely, young John Fraoch, whose descendants are called 
Clan-Ean of Glencoe, and the M ‘Donalds of Fraoch. This 
Angus Og died in Isla, where his body was interred. His son 
John succeeded to the inheritance of Innisgail. He had good 
descendants, namely, three sons procreate of Ann, daughter 
of Rodric, high chief of Loni, and one daughter, Mary, mar- 
ried to John Maclean, Laird of Dnart, and Lauchlan, his 
brother, Laird of Coll ; she was interred in the church of the 
the Black Nuns. The eldest sons of John were Ronald, God- 
frey, and Angus. . . . . He gave Ronald a great inheri- 
tance. These were the lands which he gave him, viz. from 
Kilcumin in Abertarf to the river Seil, and from thence to 
Beiili, north of Fig and Rum, and the two Exists, and from 
thence to the foot of the river Glaichan, and tliree.'score long 
ships. John married afterwards Margai*et Stewart, daughter 
to Robert Stewart, King of Scotland, called John Fernyear; 
she bore him three good sons, Donald of tlie Isles, the heir, 
John the Tainister, {i. e. Thane,) the second son, and Alex- 
ander Carrach. John had another son called Slarcns, ot 
whom the clan Macdonald of Cnoc, in Tirowen, are descend- 
ed. This John lived long, and made donations to Icoluinkili ; 
he covered the chapel of Eorsay-EIan, the chapel of Fiiilagara, 
and the chapel of the Isle of Tsuibhne, and gave the proper 
furniture for the service of God, upholding the clergy and 
monks ; he built or repaired the church of the Holy Cross im- 
mediately before his death. He died at his own castle ot 
Ardtorinish, many priests and monks took the sacrament at 
ln.s funeral, and they embalmed the body of this dear man, 
and brought it to Icolumkill ; the abbot, monks, and vicar, 
came as they ought to meet the King of Fiongal,! and out of 
great respect to his memory mourned eight days and nights 
over it, and laid it in the same grave with his father, in the 
church of Oran, 13li0, 

“ Ronald, son of John, wms chief ruler of the Isles in his 
father’s lifetime, and was old in the government at his father's 
death. 

“ He assembled the gentry of the Isles, brought the sceptre 
from Kildonan in Eig, and delivered it to liis brother Donald, 
w'ho was thereupon called M‘Donald, and Donald Lord of the 
Isles, 2 contrary to the opinion of the men of the Isles. 

“ Ronald, son of John, son of Angus Og, was a great sup- 
porter of the church and clergy ; his descendants are called 
Clanronald. He gave the lands of Tirurna, in Hist, to the 
minister of it forever, for the honour of God and Columkill j 
he was proprietor of all the lands of the north along the coast 
and the isles; he died in the year of Christ 138t), in his own 
mansion of Castle Tirim, leaving five children. Donald of the 
Isles, son of John, son of Angus Og, the brother of Ronald, 
took possession of Inisgall by the consent of his brother and the 
gently thereof ; they were all obedient to Win : he married 
Mary Lesley, daughter to the Earl of Ross, and by her came 
the earldom of Ross to the M ‘Donalds. After liis succession 
to that earldom, he was called M‘Doaald, Lord of the Isles 
and Earl of Ross. There are many things written of h im M 
other places. 

“ He fought the battle of Garioch (f. e. Haiiaw) against Duke 
Murdoch, the governor, the Earl of Mar commanded the 
army, in support of his claim to the earldom of Ross, which, 
was ceded to him by King James the First, after his release 
from the King of England ; and Duke Murdoch, his two sons 


2 Innisgal. 
2 a 
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and retaincTS, -srere beheade d : he cave lands in Mull and Isla 
to the minister of Hi, and every pri\Tlege whitib the minister 
of Iona had formerly, besides vessels of gold and silver to 
Colnmkill for the monastery, and became himself one of the 
fraternity. He left issue, a lawful heir to Innisgall and Boss, 
namely, Alexander, the son of Donald: he died in Isla, and 
his body was interred in the south side of the temple of Oran. 
Alexander, called John of the Isles, son of Alexander of the 
Isles, son of Donald of the Isles. Angus, the third son of 
John, son of Angus Og, married the daughter of John, the sou 
of Allan, which connexion caused some disagreement betwixt 
the two families about their marches and division of lands, 
the one party adhering to Angus, and the other to John ; the 
differences increased so much that John obtained from Allan 
all the lands betwixt Fahda {l e. the long river) and 

oM na sionnach {i, €. fhC) fox-burn brook,) in the upper part 
of Cantyre. Allan went to the king to complain of his son-in- 
law ; in a short time thereafter, there happened to he a great 
meeting about this young A ngus’s lands to the north of Inver- 
ness, where he was murdered by his own harper Mac-Cairbre, 
)jy cutting his throat with a long knife. He i lived a year 
thereafter, and many of those concerned were delivered up to 
the king. Angus’s wife was pregnant at the time of his mur- 
der, and she bore him a sou who was named Donald, and 
called Donald Du. He was kept in confinement until he was 
thirty years of age, when he was released by the men of Gleneo, 
by the strong hand. After this enlargement, he came to the 
Isles, and convened the gentry thereof. There happened 
great feuds betwixt these families while Donald Du was in 
confinement, insomuch that Mae-Cean of Ardnamurchan de- 
stroyed the greatest part of the posterity of John Mor of the 
Isles and Cantyre. For John Cathanach, son of John, son of 
Donald Balloeh, son of John Mor, son of John, son of Angus Og, 
Ithc chief of the descendants of John Mor,) and John Mor, son 
of John Cathanach, andyonng John, son of John Cathanach, 
and young Donald Balloeh, son of John Cathanach, were 
treacherously taken by Mac-Cean in the island of Finlagan, 
in Isla, and carried to Edinburgh, where he got them hanged 
at the Burrow- muir, and their bodies were buried in the 
Church of St. Anthony, called the New Church. Xhgre were 
none left alive at that time of the children of John Cathanach, 
except Alexander, the son of John Cathanach, and Agnes 
Flach, who concealed themselves in the glens of Ireland. 
Mac-Cean, hearing of their hiding-places, went to cut down 
the woods of these glens, in order to destroy Alexander, and 
extii-jiate the w'hole race. At length Mac-Cean and Alex- 
ander met, were reconciled, and a maniage alliance took 
place; Alexander married Mac-Cean’s daughter, and she 
brought him good children. The Mac-Donalds of the north 
had also descendants ; for, after the death of John, Lord of the 
Isles Earl of Eo.ss, and the murder of Angus, Alexan- 
der, the son of Archibald, the son of Alexander of the Isles, 
took possession, and John was in possession of the earldom of 
Boss, and the north bordering country ; he married a daughter 
of the Earl of Moray, of whom some of the men of the north 
had descended. The Mac-Kenzies rose against Alexander, 
and fought the battle called Blar na Palre. Alexander had 
only a few of the men, of Boss at the battle. He went after 
that battle to take possession, of the Isles, and sailed in a ship 
to the south to see if he could find any of the posterity of John 
Mor alive, to rise along with Mm ; tnit Mae-Cean of Ardna- 
murtdian watched rum as he sailed past, folloived him to Oran- 
say and Colonsay, w ent to the house where he W'as, and he 
and Alexander, son of John Cathanach, murdered him there. 

“ A good w hile after these things fell out, Donald Galda, son 
of Alexander, son of Archibald, became major; he, with the 
advice and direction of the Earl of Moray, came to the Isles, 


^ The murderer, 1 presume, not the man who w’us mur- 
dered. 


and Mac-Leod of the lewis, and many of the gentry of the 
Isles, rose with him: they went by the promontory of Ard- 
namurchan, where they met Alexander, ilie son of John Ca- 
thanach, were reconciled to him, he joined his men with theiia 
against Mac-Ceau of Ardnamurchan, ..came upon him at a 
place called the Silver Craig, whore he and his three sons, and 
a great number of his people, were killed, and Donald Galda 
was immediately declared Mac-Donald : And, after the af- 
fair of Ardnamurchan, all the men of the Isles yielded to him, 
but he did not live above seven or eight weeks after it; he 
died at Carnaborg, in Mull, without issue. He had three 
sisters’ daughters of Alexander, son of Archibald, who were 
portioned in the north upon the continent, but the earldom of 
Bosswaskept for them. Alexander, the son of Archibald, 
had a natural son, called John Cam, of whom is descondyd 
Achnacoichan, in Ramoeh, and .Donald Gorm, son of Bouald, 
son of Alexander Duson, of John Cam. Donald Du, son of 
Angus, son of John of the Isles, son of Alexander of the Isles, 
son of Donald of the Isles, son of John of the Isles, son of An- 
gus Og, namely, the true heir of the Isles and Buss, came 
after his release from captivity^ to the Isles, and convened tlm 
men thereof, and he and the Earl of Lennox agreed to raise a 
great army for the purpose of talcing possession, and a ship 
came from England with a supply of nicney to carry on the 
w'ar, which landed at Mull, and the money was given to Mac- 
Lean of Duart to be distributed among the commanders of the 
army, which they not receiving in proportion as it should have 
been distributed among them, caused the army to disperse, 

; which, when the Earl of Lennox heard, he disbanded his own 
men, and made it np with the king, Mac-Donald went to Ire- 
land to raise men, but he died on his W’ay to Dublin, at Drog- 
heda, of a fever, without issue of either sons or daughters.” 

In this history may be traced, though the Bard, or Sean- 
nachie, touclics such a delicate discussion with a gentle hand, 
the point of difference between the three principal septs de- 
scended from the Lords of the Isles. The first question, and 
one of no easy solution, where so little evidence is produced, 
respects the nature of the connexion of John, called by the 
Archdean of the Isles “the Good John of Ila,” and “ the last 
Lord of the Isles,” with Anne, daughter of Roderick Mac- 
Dougal, high-chief of Lorn. In the absence of positive evi- 
dence, presumptive must be resorted to, and I own it appears 
to render it in the highest degree improbable that this con- 
nexion was other\vise than legitimate. In the w'ars between 
David II. and Edward Baliol, John of the Isles espoused the 
Baliol interest, to which he was probably determined by h^ 
alliance vrith Roderick of Lorn, who was, from every family 
predilection, friendly to Baliol and hostile to Bruce. It seems 
absurd to suppose, that between two chiefs of the same de- 
scent, and nearly equal power and rank, (though the Mac- 
Dongals had been mudi crushed by Robert Bruce,) such a 
connexion should have been that of concubinage ; and it ap- 
pears more likely that the tempting offer of an alliance wi „ 
the Bruce family, when they had obtained the decided supe- 
riority in Scotland, induced “ the Good John of Ha” to dis- 
inherit, to a certain extent, his eldest son Ronald, who came 
of a stock so unpopular as the Mac-Doiigals, and to call to 
his succession his younger fernil}', born of Margaret Stuart, 
daughter of Robert, afterwards King of Scotland. The setting 
aside of this elder branch of his family was most probably a 
condition of his new alliance, and his being received into 
favour with the dynasty he had always opposed. Nor were 
the laws of succession at this early ricriod so clearly under- 
stood as to bar such transactions. The numerous and strange 
claims set np to the crown of Scotland, when vacant by tlie 
death of Alexander HI., make it manifest how very little the 
indefeasible hereditary right of primogeniture was valued at 
that period. In fact, the title of the Bruces themselves to the 
crown, though justly the most popular, when assumed with 
the determination of asserting the independence of Scotland, 
was, upon pure principle, greatly inferior to that of Baliol. 
For Bruce, the competitor, daimec as son of Isabella, second 
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elaiigliter of David, Eiu-l of Huntingdon ; and John Baliol, as 
grandson of Margaret, the elder daughter of that same carl. 
So that the plea of Bruce was founded upon the very loose 
idea, that as the great-grandson, of David I., Kiiig of Scotland, 
and the nearest collateral relation of Alexandisr ill., he was 
entitled to succeed in cxcliLsiun of tiic great-grcal -grandson of 
the same David, though by an elder daughter. Thii/ maxim sa- 
voured of tlie ancient practice of Scotland, which often called 
a brother to succeed to the crown as nearer in blood than a 
grand-child, or even a son of a deceased monarch. But, in 
truth, the maxima of inheritance in Scotland were sometimes 
departed from at perknls when they were much more dis- 
tinctly understood. Such a transposition took place in the 
family of Hamilton, in 151.3, when the descendants of James, 
third Lord, by Lady Janet Home, were set aside, with an ap- 
panage of great value indeed, in order to call to the succes- 
sion those wdiich he had hy a subsequent marriage wilh.Tanet 
Beatoun. In short, many other examples might he quoted 
to show that the question of legitimacy is not ahvajs deter- 
mined by the fact of succession ; and there seems reason to 
believe, that Eonald, descendant of “ John of Ila,’ by Anne of 
Lorn, was legitimate, and therefore Lord of the Isles dc jure, 
though de facto his younger half-brother Donald, son of Ms 
father’s second marriage with the Princess of Scotland, su]jer- 
seded him in his right, and apparently by his own consent. 
From this Donald so preferred is descended the familyof 
Slcat, now Lords Jslac-Donahl. On the other hand, iVom 
Hoiiald, the excluded heir, upon w'hom a very large appanage 
was settled, descended the chiefs of Glengaiy and Clan ronald, 
each of whom had large possessions and a numerous vassal- 
age, and boastedalong descent of warlike ancestry. Their 
common ancestor Ronald was murdered by the Earl of Ross, 
at the Monastery of Eicho, a.d. 1340. I believe it has been 
subject of fierce dispute, whether Donald, who carried on the 
line of Glengary, or Allan of Moidart, the ancestor of the cap- 
tains of Clanronaid, was the eldest son of Eonald, the son of 
John of Isla. A humble Lowlander may be permitted to wmive 
the discussion, since a Sennacliie of no small note, who wrote 
in the sixteenth century, expresses himself upon this delicate 
topic in the following words : — 

“ I have now given you an account of every thing you can 
expect of the descendants of the clan Colla, O'. the Mac- 
Donalds,) to the death of Donald Du at Drogheda, namely, 
the true line of those who possessed the Isles, Ross, and the 
mountainous countries of Scotland. It was Donald, the son 
of Angus, that wus killed at Inverness, Ibyhia owm harper 
Mac-i’Cairbre,) son of John of the Isles, son of Alexander, 
son of Donald, son of John, son of Angus Og. And I know 
not which of his kindred or relations is tlie true heir, except 
these five sons of J<lhn, the son of Angus Og, whom I here set 
down for you, namely, lionald and Godfrey, the two sons of 
the daughter of Mac-Donald of Lorn, and Donald and John 
Mor, and Alexander Carrach, the three sons of Margaret 
Stewart, daughter of Robert Stew'art, King of Scotland.” — 
Uahhd/' JJciti'ih 


Note H. 

-The House of Lor n.—F. 4,12. 


Tlie House of Lorn, as we observed in a former note, was, 
like the Lord of the Isles, descended from a son of Somerled, 


1 The aunt, according to Lord Hailes. But the, genealogy 
s distinctly given by Wyntoun:— 


slain at Ren. frew, in llfD. This son, obtained the sneecssmn 
of his mainland territories, comprehendingthe greater part of 
the three districts of Lorn, in Argylesliire, afid of courw' ‘.night 
rather be considered a.s petty i>nnce.s than feudal baron.s. 
They assumed the ]tatronymic appellation of Jlac-Dougal, by 
which they are distinguished in the history of the middle ages. 
The Lord of Lorn, who flourislied during the wars of Bruce, 
was Allaster (or Alexander) Mac-Dougal, called Allaster of 
Argyle. He had married the t'nird daughter of John, called 
the Rtd Comyn, ^ wlio was slain by Bruce in the Dominican 
Church at Dumfries, and hence he wms a mortal enemy oi 
that prince, and more than once reduevd him to great straits 
during tiio ea?'Iy and distressed period of liis reign, as we shall 
have repeated occasion to notice. Bruce, when ho began to 
obtain an ascendency in Scotland, took the first opportunity 
in his power to requite these injuries. He marched into 
Argylesliire to lay waste the country. John of Lorn, son of 
the chieftain, was posted with Ms followers in the formidable 
]a'ass botvreen Dalmally and Bunawe. It is a narrow path 
along t he verge of the huge and preeijutous mountain, called 
Cruiichan-Ben, and guarded on the other side by a precipice 
erhanging Lock Awe. The pass seems to the eye of a sol- 
dier as strong, as it is wild and romautic to that of an ordinary 
traveller. But the sldii of Bruce had anticipated this diffi- 
culty. While his main body, engaged in a skirmish with the 
men of Loi-n, detained their attention to the front of their 
position, James of Douglas, with Sir Alexander Fraser, Sir 
William Wiseman, and Sir Andrew Grey, ascended the moun- 
tain with a select body of archon*, and obtained possession of 
the heights which commanded tlie pass, A volley of arrows 
descending upon them directly warned the Argyleshire men 
of their perilous situation, and their resistance, which had 
hitherto been bold and manly, was changed into a precipitate 
flight. The deep and rapid river of A v.‘e was then (we learn 
the fact from Barbour with some surprise) crossed by abridge. 
This bridge the mountaineers attempted to demolish, but 
Bruce’s followers were too close upon their rear; they were, 
therefore, without refuge and defence, and were dispersed 
with great slaughter. John of Lorn, suspicious of the event, 
had early betaken himself to the galleys which he had upon 
the lake ; but the feelings which Barbour assigns to him, 
while witnessing the rout and slaughter of his followers, ex- 
culpate him from the charge of cowardice. 


“ To Jhone off Lome it suld displeso 
I trow, quhen he his men mycht se, 

Owte oft' his schippis, fra those,, ,, 

Be slayne and cMiSsyt in the hill, 

That, he mycht set na help thar till. ' 

Bot it angrys als gretumly. 

To gud hartis that ar vrorthi, , 

,, To se thar .,fayis fulfill tiiair will , 

As to thaiia selff to thole the iil.”— .B. vii,,v. 304. 


After this decisive engagement, Bruce laid waste Argyleshire, 
and besieged Dunstaffnage Castle, on the western shore of 
Lorn, compelled it to surrender, and placed in that principal 
stronghoM of the Mac-Dougals a garrison and governor of his 
own. The elder Mac-Dougal, now wearied with the contest, 
submitted to the victor; but his son, “rebellious,” says Bar- 
bour, “as he wont to be,” fled to England by sea. When tho 
wars between the Bruce and Baliol factions again broke out 
in the reign of David II., the Lords of Lorn were again found 
upon the lasing side, owing to their hereditary enmity to tho 


Tuk, and weddyt til liys wyf, , 

And on hyr he gat in- til hys lyfe 
Jhon of Lome, tho qiiMlk gat 
Evryn of Lome eftyr that,” 

W vm:oV!>i'is Chroiiiele, Book viii. Chap, vi, tin* Slit' 


“The thryd douchtyr of Red Cwmyn, 
Alysawndyr of Argayle syne 
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hOTise of Brace. Accordingly, apon the iasue of that contest, 
they were deprived by David II. and his successor of Tby far 
the greater part of their extensive territories, which were con- 
fen'ed upon Stewart, called the Knight of Lorn. The house 
of Mac-Dougal continued, however, to survive tlio loss of 
power, and affords a very rare, if not a unique, instance of a 
family of such unlimited power, and so distinguished during 
the middle ages, surviving the decay of their grandeur, and 
flourishing in a private station. The Castle of Dunolly, near 
Oban, with its dependencies, was the principal part of what 
remained to them, with their right of chieftainship over the 
families of their name and hlood. These they continued to 
enjoy until the year 1715, when the representative incurred 
the penalty of forfeiture, for his accession to the insurrcct-ion 
of that period ; thus losing the remains of his inheritance, to 
replace upon the throne the descendants of those princes, 
whose accession his ancestors had opposed at th» expense of 
their feudal grandeur. The estate was, however, restored 
about 1745, to the father of the present proprietor, whom 
family experience had taught the hazard of interfering with 
the established government, and who remained quiet upon 
that occasion. He therefore regained his property when many 
Highland chiefs lost theirs. 

Nothing can be more wildly beautiful than the situation of 
Dunolly. The ruins are situated upon a hold and precipitous 
promontory, overhanging Loch Etive, and distant about a mile 
from the village and port of Oban. The principal part which 
remains is the donjon or keep ; hut fragments of other build- 
ings, overgrown with ivy, attest that it had been once a place 
of importance, as large apparently as Artornish or Dunstaff- 
nage. These fragments enclose a courtyard, of which the keep 
probably formed one side ; the entrance being by a steep as- 
cent from the neck of the isthmus, formerly cut across by a 
moat, and defended doubtless by outworks and a drawbridge. 
Beneath the castle stands the present mansion of the family, 
having on the one hand Loch Etive, with its islands and moun- 
tains, on the other two romantic eminences tufted with copse- 
wood. There are other accompaniments suited to the scene ; 
in particular, a huge upright pillar, or detached fragment of 
that sort of rock called plum-pudding stone, upon the shore, 
about a quarter of a mile from the castle. It is called ClacU- 
m-caii, or the Dog’s Pillar, because Fingal is said to have used 
it as a stake to which he bound his celebrated dog Bran. 
Others say, that when the Lord of the Isles came upon a 
visit to the Lord of Lorn, the dogs brought for his sport were 
kept beside this pillar. Upon the whole, a more delightful 
and romantic spot can scarce be conceived ; and it receives a 
moral interest from the considerations attached to the resi- 
dence of a family once powerful enough to confront and de- 
feat Kobert Bruce, and now sunk into the shade of private 
life. It is at present possessed by Patrick Mac-Dougal, Esq., 
the lineal and undisputed representative of the ancient Lords 
of Lorn. The heir of Dunolly fell lately in Spain, fighting 
under the Duke of Wellington,— a death well becoming his 
ancestry. 


Note I. 

Awakedbe/are iJic niMng prow. 

The. mimic fires of ocean glow, 

Those lightnings of the wave.—!?. 414. 

The phenomenon called by sailors Sea-fire, is one of the 
most beautifnl and interesting which is witnessed in the He- 
brides. At times the ocean appears^ entirely illuminated 
around tho vessel, and a long train of lambent coruscations 
fire perpetnaily bursting upon the sides of the vessel, or pur- 


suing her wake through the darkness. These phosphoric ap 
pearances, concerning the origin of which naturalists are not 
agreed in opinion, seem to be called into action by the rapid 
motion of the ship through the water, and are probably owing 
to the water being saturated with fish-spawn, or other anim,ai 
substances. They remind one strongly of the description of 
the sea-snakes in Mr. Coleridge’s wild, but highly poetical bal- 
lad of the Ancient Mariner 

Beyond the shadow of the ship 
I watch’d the water-snakes, 

They moved in tracks of shining white. 

And when they rear’d, the elvish light 
Fell off in hoary flakes.” 


Note K. 

The dark fortress.—F. 4b“. 

The fortress of a Hebridean chief was almost alwin’S on the 
sea-shore, for the facility of communication "which the ocean 
afforded. Nothing can be more wild than the situations which 
they chose, and the devices by which the architects endea- 
voured to defend them. Narrow stairs and arched vaults 
were the usual mode of access ; and the drawbridge appears 
at Dunstaffnage, and elsewhere, to have fallen from the gate 
of the building to the top of such a staircase ; so that any one 
advancing with hostile purpose, found himself in a state of ex- 
posed and precarious elevation, with a gulf between him and 
the object of his attack. 

These fortresses were guarded with equal care. The duty 
of the watch devolved chiefly upon an oflicer called the Cock- 
man, who had the charge of challenging all who approached 
the castle. The very ancient family of Mac-Nicl of Barra kept 
this attendant at their castle about a hundred years ago. Mar- 
tin gives the following account of tho difficulty which attended 
his procuring entrance there “ The little island Kismnl lies 
about a quarter of a mile from the south of this isle (Barra) ; 
it is the seat of Mackneil of Barra ; there is a stone wall round 
it two stories high, reaching the sea ; and within the wall 
there is an old tower and an hall, with other houses about it. 
There is a little magazine in the tower, to which no stranger 
has access. I saw the officer called the Cockman, and an old 
cock he is ; v/hen I hid him ferry me over the water to the 
island, he told me that be was but an inferior officer, his bu- 
siness being to attend in tho tower ; but if (says he) the con- 
stable, who then stood on the Avail, Avill give you access, ITl 
ferry you over. I desired him to procure me the constable’s 
permission, and I would reward him ; but ha\ing waited some 
hours for the constable’s answer, and not receiving any, I Avas 
obliged to return without seeing this famous fort. Mackneil 
and his lady being absent, was the cause of this difficulty, and 
of ray not seeing the place. I was told some weeks after, that 
the constable Avas very apprehensive of some design I might 
have in viewing the fort, and thereby to expose it to the con- 
quest of a foreign power ; of Avliich I supposed there Avas no 
great cause of fMr . 


■ Note L. ■ 

That keen knight, De Argentine.— F. 417. 

Sir Egidius, or Giles de Argentine, Avas one at the most ac- 
complished knights of the period. He liad serred in the wars 
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or Henry of Luxembni?; with sncli high, rcpiitation, that he 
was, in pop alar estimation, the third worthy of the age. Those 
to whom fame assigned precedence over Mra were, Henry of 
Luxemburg himself, and Bobert Bruce. Argentine had warred 
m Palestine, encountered thrice with the Saracens, and had 
slain two antagonists in each engagement:— an easy matter, 
he said, for one Christian knight to slay two Pagan dogs. His 
death corresponded with his high character. With Aymerde 
Valence, Earl of Pembroke, he was appointed to attend im- 
mediately upon the person of Edward II, at Bannockbiarn. 
When the day was utterly lost they forced the king irom the 
field. He Argentine saw the king safe from immediate flan- 
ger, and then took his leave of him ; “ God be with you, sir,” 
he said, it is not my wont to fly.’* So saying, he turned his 
horse, cried his war-cry, plunged into the midst of the comba- 
tants, and was slain. Boston, a rhyming monk who had been 
brought by Edward to celebrate his expected triumph, and 
who was compelled by the victors to compose a poem on his 
defeat, mentions with some feeling the death of Sir Gilts de 
Argentine: 

NoMUs ArgenUm, pygil incli/le, ditlcis Egidl, 

"Fix scieram nantm cum ie succumbere vMi. 

' The first line mentions the three chief requisites of a true 
knight, noble birth, valour, and courteousness. Few Leonine 
couplets can be produced that have so much sentiment. I 
wish that I could have collected more ample memorials con- 
cerning a character altogether different from modern manners. 
Sir Giles d’ Argentine was a hero of romance in real life.” So 
observes the excellent Lord Hailes. 


Note M. 

“ FiU me the mighty cirp ! ” he said, 

** Erst oicn’d by royal SonierUd^'"--^. 417- 

A Hebridean drinking cup, of the most ancient and curious i 
workmanship, has been long preserved in the castle of Dun- 
vegan, in Skye, the romantic seat of Mac-Leod of Mac-Leod, 
the chief of that ancient and powerful clan. The horn of 
Rorie More, preserved in the same family, and recorded by 
Dr. Johnson, is not to be compared with this piece of anti- 
quity, which is one of the greatest curiosities in Scotland. The 
following is a pretty accurate description of its shape and di- 
mensions, but cannot, I fear, be perfectly understood without 
a drawing, 

This very curious piece of antiquity is nine inches and three- 
quarters in inside depth, and ten and a half in height on the 
outside, the extreme measure over the lips being four inches 
and a half. The cup is divided into two parts by a wrought 
ledge, beautifully ornamented, about three-fourtlisof an inch 
in breadth. Beneath this ledge the shape of the cup is 
rounded off, and t erminates iu a flat circle, like that of a tea- 
cup; four short feet support the whole. Above the project- 
ing ledge the shape of the cup is nearly square, projecting 
outward at the brim. The cup is made of wood, (oak to all 
appearance,) hut most curiously wrought and embossed with 
silver wru-k, which projects from the vessel. There are a 
number of regular projecting sockets, which appear to have 
been set with stones ; two or three of them still hold pieces of 
coral, the rest are empty. At the four corners of the project- 
ing ledge, or cornice, are four sockets, much larger, probably 
for pebbles or precious stones. The workmanship of the sil- 
ver is extremely elegant, and appears to have been higbiy 
j^lded. 1'iie ledge, brim, and legs of the cup, are of silver. 


The family tradition bears that it w.t.s the property of Neil 
Ghlune-dhti, or Black-knee. But who this Neil was, no one 
pretends to say. Around the edge of the cup is a legend, per- 
fectly legible, in the Saxon black-letter, wliich seems to run 
thus: ' 

min : goljfe j SttU) : II Msn ‘ piufptji ; p 

: ©trf) : 1| ILtaJta : ;®sr)inctl : || 

: SoiStu ; ©a .'HCUtatanifra 
Jjtit : anfl : ©{ :3l)r : 930 ©ttiU • €9im£ : II 

The inscription may run thus at length: U/o Johanis Mich 
BJagni Prindpis de Hr Manae Fich Liah/a MagryncUct spe- 
rat Domino Ihesu dari clementiam illorum opera. Fecit Anno 
Domini 993 Onili Oimi, Which may run in English: Ufo 
the son of John, the son of Magnus, Prince of Man, the grand- 
son of Liahia Macgryneil, trusts in the Lord Jesus that their 
works (?'. c. his own and those of liis ancestors) will obtain 
mercy. Oneil Oimi made this in the year of God nine hun- 
dred and ninety-three. 

But this version does not include the puzzling letters hr 
before the word Manae. Within the month of the cup the 
letters (Jesus) are repeated four times. From this 

aud other circumstances it would seem to have been a cha- 
lice. This circumstance may perhaps account for the use of 
the two Arabic numerals 93. These figures were introduced 
by Pope Sylvester, A.D. 991, and might be used in a vessel 
formed for church service so early as 993. The workmansiiip 
of the whole cup is extremely elegant, and resembles, I am 
told, antiques of the same nature preserved in Ireland. 

The cups, thus elegantly formed, and highly valued, were 
by no means utensils of mere show. IMartin gives the follow- 
I ing account of the festivals of his time, and I have heard simi- 
i lar instances of brutality in the Lowlands at no very distant 
period. 

“ The manner of drinking used by the chief men of the Isles 
is called in their language Streah, •/. e. a Round ; fur the com- 
pany sat in a circle, the cup-bearer fill’d the drink round to 
them, and all was drank out, whatever the liquor was, whe- 
ther strong or weak; they continued drinking sometimes 
twenty -four, sometimes forty-eight hours: It was reckoned a 
piece of manhood to drink until they became drunk, and 
there were two men with a barrow attending punctually on 
such occasions. They stood at the door until some became 
drunk, and they carry ’d them upon the barrow to bod, and 
returned again to their post as long as any continued fresh, 
and so carried off the whole company, one by one, as they 
became drank. Several of my acquaintance have been wit- 
nesses to this enstom of drinking, but it is now abolished.” 

This savage custom was not entirely done away within tliis 
last generation. I have heard of a gentleman who happened 
to be a water-drinker, and was permitted to abstain from the 
strong potations of the company. The bearers carried away 
one man after another, till no one was left but this Scottish 
Mirglip. They then came to do him the same good ofiice, 
which, however, he declined as unnecessary, and proposed to 
walk to his bedroom. It Avas a permission he conid not ob- 
tain. Never such a thing had hairpened, they said, in the cas- 
tle I that it was impossible but he must require their assist- 
ance, at any rate he must submit to receive it ; and carried 
him off in the barrow accordingly. A classical penalty was 
sometimes imposed on those who balked the rales of good fel- 
lowship by evading their share of the banquet. The same 
author continues 

“ Among persons of distinction it was reckoned an affront 
put upon any company to broach a piece of wine, ale, or aqna- 
vitffi, and not to see it all drank out at one meeting. If any 
man chance to go out from the company, though but for a few 
minutes, he is obliged, upon his return, and before he take 
his seat, to make an apology for his absence iu rhyme ; wliich 
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kf he cannot perform., he is liable to such a share of the reck- 
oning as the company thinks fit to impose: which custom ob- 
tains in many places still, and is called Bianchiz Bard, which, 
in their language, signifies the poet’s congratulating the com- 
pany.” 

Few cups were better, at least more actively, employed in 
the rude hospitality of the period, than those of Dunvegan ; 
one of which we have just described. There is in the Leabhar 
Pearg, a song, intimating the overflowing gratitude of a bard 
ol‘ Clan-Ronald, after the exfiheranco of a Hebridean festival 
at the patriarchal fortress of Mac-Lcod. The translation 
being obviously very literal, has greatly flattened, as I am in- 
formed, the enthusiastic gratitude of the ancient bard; and 
it must be owned that the works of Homer or Virgil, to say 
nothing of Mac-Vnirich, might have suffered by their transfu- 
sion through such a medium. It is pretty plain, that when 
the tribute of poetical praise was bestowed, the horn of Korie 
More had not been inactive. 

XJimi Sir ItuhTk J/^ir Jfarirod, hp Niall Ulor MacVuiricli. 

“ The six nights 1 remained in the Dunvegan, it wms not a 
show of lu^spitality 1 met widi there, but a plentiful feast in 
thy fair hall among thy numerous host of heroes. 

** The family placed all around under the protection of 
their great chief, raised by his prosperity and respect for his 
warlike feats, now enjoying the company of his friends at the 
feast,— Amidst the sound of harps, overflowing cups, and 
happy youth unaccustomed to guile, or feud, partaking of the 
generous fare by a flaming fire. 

“ Mighty Chief, liberal to all in your princely mansion, 
filled with your numerous warlike host, whose generous wine 
would overcome the hardiest heroes, yet we continued to en- 
joy the feast, so happy our host, so generous our fare.”— 
TmmltiUdby D. Muhitosh 

It would be unpardonable in a modern bard, who has expe- 
rienced the hospitality of Bnn vegan Castle in the present day, 
to omit paying his own tribute of gratitude for a reception 
more elegant indeed, but not less kindly sincere, than Sir Bn- 
derick More hiiu&elf could have afforded. But Johnson lias 
already described a similar scene in the same ancient patriar- 
chal residence of the Lords of Mac-Leod:— “ Whatever is 
imaged in the wildest tales, if giants, dragons, and enchant- 
ment be excepted, would be felt by him, who, wandering in 
the mountains without a guide, or upon the sea without a pi- 
lot, should bo carried, amidst iiis terror and uncertainty, to 
the hospitality anil oUgauce of Raasay or Dunvegan,” 


Note N. 

With solemn step, and sUvefi’ wand, 

The Semschal the pircMnce scanned 
Of these strange (;ucsts,-^lE*. 418. 

The Sower, to whom, rather than the Seneschal, the office 
of arranging the guests of an island chief appertained, was an 
officer of importance in the family of a Hebridean chief. — 
’* Eveiy family had commonly two stewards, which, in their 
language, were called Marischal Tach; the first of these 
served always a± home, and was obliged to be versed in the 
pedigree of all the tribes in the isles, and in the highlands of 
Scotland ; for it wag his province to assign every man at ta- 
ble hk seat according to his quality ; and this was done with- 
out one word speaking, only by drawing a score with a white 
rod, which this Maiisclial hr.d in his band, before the person 


prevent disorder and contention ; and though the Marischal 
might sometimes be mistaken, the master of the family in- 
curred no censure by such an escape ; but this custom has 
been laid aside of late. They had also cup-bearers, who al- 
ways filled and carried the cup round the company, and he 
himself always drank off the first draught. They had like- 
wise purse-masters, who kept their money. Both these offi- 
cers had an hereditary right to their office in writing, and 
each of them had a town and land for his service : some of 
those rights I have seen fairly written on good parchment.”— 
Martin’s Weatern Isles, 


Note O. 

the reheirto}is Scottish crew. 

Who to liath-Erhts siuiter drew, 

With Carrich's onthivSd Chief?— -V, -lir;. 

It must be remeraherccl by all who have read the Scottish 
liistory, that after he had slain Comyn at Dumfries, and lus- 
serted his right to the Scottish crown, Eobert Bruce was re- 
duced to the greatest extremity by the English and their ad 
herents. He was crowned at Scone by the general consent of 
the Scottish barons, but his authority endured hut a short 
time. According to the phrase said to have been used by his 
w'ife, he was for that year a summer king, but not a winter 
one.” On the 29th March 13(16, he was crowned king at Scone. 
Upon the 19th June, in the same year, he was totally defeat- 
ed at Methven, near Perth ; and his most important adherents, 
with few exceptions, were either executed or eompelied. to 
embrace the English interest, for safety of their lives and for- 
tunes. After this disaster, Iiis life was that of an outlaw, ra- 
ther than a candidate for monarchy. He separated himself 
from the females of his retinue, whom ho sent for safety to 
the Castle of Kildrummie, in Aberdeenshire, where they af- 
terward became captives to England. Prom Aberdeenshire, 
Bruce retreated to the mountainous parts of Breadalbane, and 
approached the borders of Argyleshire. There, as mentioned 
in the Appendix, Note H, and more fully in Note F, he was 
defeated by the Lord of Lorn, who had assumed arms against 
him in revenge of the death of his relative, John the Red Co- 
myn. Escaped from this peril, Brace, with his few atten- 
dants, subsisted by hunting and fishing, until the weather 
compelled them to seek better sustenance and shelter than 
the Highland mountains afibrded. With great difficulty they 
crossed, from Rowardennan probably, to the western banka 
of Lochlomond, partly in a miserable boat, and partly by 
swimming. The valiant and loyal Earl of Lennox, to whose 
territories they had now found their way, welcomed them with 
tears, hut was unable to assist tliera to make an effectual 
head. The Lord of the Isles, then in possession of great part 
of Cautyre, received the fugitive monarch and future restorer 
of his country’s independence, in his castle of Dunnaverty, in 
that district. But treason, says Barbour, was so general, that 
the King durst not abide there. Accordingly, with the rem- 
nant of his followers, Bruce embarked for Rath-Erin, or Kach- 
rme, the Eecinaof Ptolemy, a siuall island lying almost oppo- 
site to the shores of BaliyeaBtle, on the coast of Ireland. The 
islanders at first fled from their new and armed guests, but 
upon some explanation submitted themselves to Bruce’s so- 
vereignty. He resided among them until the approach ol 
spring [1396,3 when he again returned to Scotland, with the 
desperate resolution to reconquer his kingdom, or perish ia 
the attempt. The progress of his success, from its commence- 
ment to its completion, forms the brightest period in Scottish 
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Koi’E P. 

'Die Uroodi of Lorn,— V'. 419. 

it has been general] j mentioned in the preceding notes, thfttt 
■Robert Bruce, after his defeat at Methven, beinghard pressed 
by the English, endeavoured, with the dispirited remnant of 
his followers, to escape from Breadalbane and the mountains 
of Perthshire into the ArgylesMre Highlands. But he was en» 
'countered and repulsed,, after 'a very severe engagement, by 
the Lord of Lora. Brace's personal strength and courage 
were never displayed to greater advantage than in this con- 
flict There is a tradition in the family of the Mac-I)ougals of 
Lorn, that their chieftain engaged in personal battle with 
Bruce himself, while the latter was employed in protecting 
the retreat of his men ; that Eac-Bougal was stnick down by 
the king, whose strength of body was equal to his vigour of 
mind* and wmuid have been slain on the spot, had not two 
of Lom’s vassals, a father and son, whom traditioir terms 
Mac-Keoeh, rescuedhim, by seizing the mantle of the monarch, 
and dragging him from above his adversary, Bruce rid him- 
self of these foes by two blows of his redoubted battle-ase, 
but was so closely pressed by the other followers of Lorn, that 
he was forced to abandon the mantle, and brooch which fas- 
tened it, clasped in the dying grasp of the Mac-Keoclis. A 
studded brooch, said to have been that which King Robert 
lost upon this occasion, was long preserved in the fiimily of 
Mac-Dougal, and was lost in a fire which consumed their 
temporary residence. 

The metrical history of Barbour throws an air of credibility 
upon the tradition, although it does not entirely coincide 
either in the names or number of the vassals by whom Brace 
was assailed, and makes no mention of the personal danger 
of Lorn, or of the loss of Brace’s mantle. The last circum- 
stance, indeed, might be warrantably omitted. 

According to Barbour, the King, with his handful of follow- 
ers, not amounting probably to three hundred men, encounter- 
ed Lorn with about a thousand Argyleshire men, in Glen-Dou- 
chart, at the head of Breadalbane, near Tcyndrum. The 
place of action is still called Dairy, or the King’s Field. The 
f e-d of battle was unfavourable to Bruce’s adherents, who 
were chiefly men-at-arms. Many of the horses w'ere slain by 
the long pole-axes, of which the Argyleshire Scottish had 
learned the use from the Norwegians. At length Bruce com- 
manded a retreat up a narrow and diflicult pass, he himself 
bringing up the rear, and repeatedly turning anddriWng back 
the more venturous assailants, Lora, observing the skill and 
valour usea oy his enemy in protecting the retreat of his fol- 
lowers, “ Methinks, Murthokson,*' said he, addressing one of 
his followers, “ he resembles Gol Mak-mora, protecting his 
followers from Fingal.’*— ” A most unworthy comparison,” 
observes the Archdeacon of Aberdeen, unsuspicious of the 
future fame of these names; “ he might with more propriety 
have compared the King to Sir Gaudefer de Layrs, protecting 
the foragers of Gadyxs against the attacks of Alexander.”^ 
Two brothers, the strongest among Lom’s followers, whose 
^araes Barbour calls Mackyn-Drosser, (inteTX>reted Bur- 
ward, or Porterson,) resolved to rid their chief of this for- 
midable ibe. A third person {perhaps the Mac-Keoch of the 
family tradition) associated himself with them for this pur- 
pose. They watched their opportunity until Brace’s party 
had entered a pass between a lake (Loch Dochart probably) 
and a precipice, where the King, who was the last of the 


t This is a very curiems passage, and has been often quoted 
in the Osfsianic controversy. That it refers to ancient Celtic 
tradition, there can be no doubt, and as little that it refers 
to no incident in the poems published by Mr. Maephersonas 
srom tlio Caelic- The hero of romance, whom Barbour thinks 


uartT, had scarce room to manage his steed. Here his three 
toes sprung upon him at once. One seized ins bridle, but 
received a wound which hewed oiff his arm ; a second grasped 
Bruce by the stirrup and leg, and endeavoured to dismount 
him, but the King, putting spurs to his horse, threw him down, 
still holding by the stirrup. The third, taking advantage of 
an acclivity, sprung up behind him upon his horse. Bruce, 
however, whose personal strength is uniformly mentioned as 
exceeding that of most men, extricated himself from his 
grasp, threw him to the ground, and cleft his skull with his 
sword. By similar exertion he drew the stirrui., from his 
grasp w'hom he had overthrown, and killed him also with his 
sword as he lay among the horse’s feet. The story seems ro- 
mantic, but this was the age of romantic exploit ; audit must 
be remembered that Bruce was armed cap-a-pie, and the as- 
sailants were half-clad mountaineers. Barbour adds the fol- 
lowing circumstance, highly characteristic of the sentiments 
of chivalry. Mae-Naughton, a Baron of Cowal, pointed oat 
to the Lord of Lorn the deeds of valour which Brace per- 
formed in this memorable retreat, with the highest expres- 
sions of admiration. “ It seems to give thee pleasure,” said 
Lora, “ that be makes such havoc among our friends.”—* 
Not so, by my faith,” replied Mac-Naughtoii : ** hut be he 
friend or foe who achieves high deeds of chival ry, men shoul d 
bear faithful witness to bis valour; and never have I heard 
of one, who, by his knightly feats, has extricated liimBelf from 
such dangers as have this day surrounded Brace.” 


Note Q. 

Wrought and chased icith fair device, 

Sluddedfair with gems of price.— V, 410. 

Great art and expense was bestowed upon the fibula, or 
brooch, which secured the plaid, when the wearer was a per- 
son of importance. Martin mentions having seen a silver 
brooch of a hundred marks value. “ It wms broad as any or- 
dinary peAvter plate, the whole curiously engraven with va- 
rious animals, &c. There was a lesser buckle, wliich was 
wore in the middle of the larger, and above two ounces weight ; 
it had in the centre a large piece of crystal, or some finer 
stone, and this was set all round with several finer stones of 
a lesser Western Islands. Pennant has given an en- 

graving of such a brooch as Martin describes, and the work- 
manship of wliich is very elegant. It is said to have belonged 
to tbe family of Lochbuy.— See Pjennaxt’s TcJir, vol. hi. p. 
14. 


Note E. 

Vain was then the Douglas brand— 

Vain the CampheWs vaunted hand. — P. 411). 

The gallant Sir James, called the Good Lord Douglas, the 
most faithful aud valiant pf Bruce’s adherents, was wounded 


a more proper prototype for the Bruce, occurs in the romance 
of Alexander, of which there is a unique translation into 
Scottish verse, in the library of the Honourable Mr, Maule, 
now Earl of PanmuTe.”~-See Webisk’s Momances, vol. i. Ap- 
pendki to Introduction, p. Ixxiii. 
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4 t tD.e Lattle ofBalry. Sir Nigels orlS^eil Campbell, 'sfes also 
in tli.it rafortunat© skirnnsii. He married Marjorie, sister 
to ilolicn Brace, and was among liis most faithful followers. 
In a manuscript account of the house of Argyle, supplied, it 
would seem, as materials for Arehbishop Spottiswoode’s His 
tory of the Church of Scotland, I find the following passage 
concerning Sir Kicr Chmpbell:--** Moreover, when all the 
nobles in Scotland had left King Robert after his hard success, 
yet this noble knight was most faitliful, and shrinked not, as 
it is to be seen in an indenture bearing these words t-Memo- 
rardton quod cmiah incarmtiom Bomini 1308 conventumfuit 
ef coneordatum mter nohlles vires, Mmimm Akxandrum de 
Seafoun miUtem et Bomimm GilbeHnm de Haye milltm et 
Domiuum NiyelUm CmnpMl rmliiem apud mmutsterium, ds 
Camhuskennetli 9° SeptemMs qtti tacta, samfa eucharista, mag- 
noque Jummento facto, jurarunt se debere lihertaUm regni et 
obertim. nuper regem coronatmi contra ornms mortales Fran- 
cos Anglos Scotos d fendeTC usque ad ulUmum termmimi vitce 
ipsormn. Their sealles are appended to the indenture in 
greene wax, togithir with the seal of Gulfrid, Abbot of Cam- 
buiikemieth.** 


Note S. 


When Comimfdl hemaih the knife 
Of that fed homicide The Oruw.— P. 416. 

Fain Kirkpatrick's bloody dirk, 

Making sure of murder's icork.—F. 419. 

hvery reader must recollect that the proximate cause of 
Bruce’s asserting his right to the crown of Scotland, was the 
death of John, called the Red Comyn. The causes of this act 
of violence, equally extraordinary from the high rank both of 
the perpetrator and sufierer, and from the place where the 
slaughter was committed, are variously related by the Scot- 
tish and English historians, and cannot now be ascertained. 
The fact that they met at the high altar of the Minorites, or 
Greyfriar’s Church in Dumfries, that their difference broke 
out into high and insulting language, and that Bruce drew 
his dagger and stabbed Comyn, is certain. Rushing to the 
door of the church, Bruce met two powerful barons, Kirk- 
patrick of Closeburn, and James do Lindsay, who eagerly 
asked him what tidings ? “ Bad tidings,” answered Brace ; “ I 
doubt I have slain Comyn.”— “ Doubtest thou ? ” said Kirk- 
patrick ; “I make sicker,” [i, e. sure.) With these words, he 
and Lindsay rushed into the church, and despatched the 
wounded Com 3 Ti. The Kirkpatricks of Closeburn assumed, 
memory of this deed, a hand holding a dagger, with the 
memorable words, I make sicker.” Some doubt having been 
started by the late Lord Hailes as to the identity of the Kirk- 
v/ho completed this day’s work with Sir Roger, then 
representative of the ancient family of Closeburn, my kind and 
ingmnons friend, Mr. Charles Kirkpatricko Sharpe, has fur- 
nished me with the following memorandum, which appears 
to fix the deed with his ancestor : — 

The circumstances of the Regent Cummin’s murder, from 
which the family of Kirkpatrick, in Nithsdalc, is said to have 
derived ita crest and motto, are well knovm to all conversant 
with Scottish history ; but Lord Hailes has started a doubt 
as to the authenticity of this tradition, when recording the 
murder of Roger Kirkpatrick, in his own Castle of Caerla- 
verock, by Sir James Lindsay. ‘ Fordun,’ says his Lordship, 
* remarks that Lindsay and Kirkpatrick were the heirs of the 
two men who accompanied Robert Eras at the fatal confer- 
ence with Comyn. If Fordun was rightly informed as to this 
particular, an argument arises, in support of a notion which I 
have long entertained, that the person who struck his dagger 
in Comyu’s heart, was not the renresentative of the liouoiir- 


able family of Kirlqjatncii: in Nithsdalc, . Roger de K. WM , 
made prisoner at the battle of Durhara, in 1346. Roger d© 
Kirkpatrick was alive on the 6th of August, 1357 *, for, on that 
day, Humphry, the son and heir of Roger de K., Is proposed as 
one of the young gentlemen w'ho were to be hostages for David 
Bruce. Roger de K. Miles was present at the parliament 
heldat Edinburgh, 25th September, 1357, and he is mentioned 
as alive 3d October, 1357, tFeederaj) it follovrs, of necessary 
consequence, that Roger de K., murdered in June 1357, must 
have been a different perBoih’---^Amials of Scotland, wl iL 
p. 242. ■ . . ■ ■ 

‘ To this it may be answered, that at the period of the re- 
gent's murder, there were only two families of the name oi 
Kirkpatrick (nearly allied to each other) in existence— Ste- 
phen Kirkpatrick, styled in the Chartulary of Kelso {1276} 
Domimis nillm de Closeburn, PW.ius et heeres Bomini Ade de 
Kirkpatrick, Militis, (whose father, Ivone de Kirkpatrick, 
witnesses a charter of Robert Brus, Lord of Annandale, be- 
fore the year 1141,} had two sons, Sir Roger, who carried on 
the line of Closeburn, and Duncan, wivo married Isobel, 
daughter and heiress of Sir David Torthorwald of that Ilk ; 
they had a charter of the lands of Torthorwald from King 
Robert Brus, dated lOth August, the year being omitted— 
Umphray, the son of Duncan and Isobel, got a charter of 
Torthorwald from the king, 16th July, 1322— his son, Roger 
of Torthorwald, got a charter from John the Grahame, son of 
Sir John Grahame of Moskessen, of an annual rent of 40 shil- 
lings, out of the lands of Overdryft, 1355— his son, Williara 
Kirkpatrick, grants a charter to John of Garroch, of the twa 
merk land of Glengip and Garvellgill, within the tenement of 
Wamphray, 22d April, 1372. From this, it appears that the 
Torthorwald branch was not concerned in the affair of Comyn’s 
murder, and the inflictions of Providence which ensued : Dun- 
can Kirkpatrick, if we are to believe the Blind Minstrel, was 
the firm friend of Wallace, to whom he vsras related 

‘ Ane Kxrk Patrick, that cruel was and keyne, 

In Esdail wod that half yer he had beyne ; 

With Ingliss men he couth n«)cht weyll accord, 

Off Torthorowald he BaiTon was and Lord, 

Off kyn he was, and Wallace modyr ner ; — &c. 

B. V., V. 920. 

But this Baron seems to have had no share in the adventures 
of King Robert ; the crest of his family, as it still remains on 
a carved stone built into a cottage wall, in the village of Tor- 
thorwald, bears someresemhianco, says Grose, to a rose. 

" Universal tradition, and all onr later historians, liave at- 
tributed the regent’s death-blow to Sir Roger K. of Closeburn. 
The author of the MS. History of the Presbytery of Penpont, 
in the Advocates’ Library, affirms, that the crest and motto 
were given by the King on that occasion ; and proceeds to re- 
late some circumstances respecting a grant to a cottager and 
his wife in the vicinity of Closeburn Castle, which are cer- 
tainly authentic, and strongly vouch for the truth of the other 
report.—' The steep hill,’ (says he,) ‘ called the Dune of Tyn- 
ron, of a considerahle height, upon the top of w’hich there 
hath been some habitation or fort. There have been in an- 
cient times, on all hands of it, verj' thick woods, and great 
about that place, which made it the more inaccessible, into 
which K. Ro. Bruce is said to have been conducted by Roger 
Kirkpatrick of Closeburn, after they had killed the Cumin at 
Dumfriess, which is nine miles from this i>laee, whereabout it 
is probable that he did abide for some time thereafter ; and it 
is reported, that during his abode there , ho did often divert 
to a poor man’s cottage, named Brownrig, situate in a small 
parcel of stoney ground, encompassed with thick woods, 
W’here he was content sometimes with such mean accommo- 
dation as the place could afford. The poor man’s wife being 
advised to petition the King for somewnat, was so modest in, 
her desires, that she sought no more but security for the croft 
in her bnshnnil’<a nnri 
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'rpTr few caftia of different Icinds on the hill, and the rest of 
the hounds. Of which privHedge that ancient family, by the 
injury of time, hath a longtime been, and is, deprived: but 
the croft continues in the possession of the heirs and succes- 
sotxrs lineally descended of this Brownrigandhis wife; so that 
this family, being more ancient than rich, doth yet continue 
in the name, and, as they say, retains the old charter.” — JffS, 
History of the Prcsbyta'y of Paipont, the Advocates* Librai’p 
of Edinburgh. 


their character ; for neither their panegyricks nor satyres are 
regarded to what they have been, and they are now allowed 
but a small salary. I must not omit to relate their way of 
study, which is very singular: They shut their doors and 
windows for a day’s time, and lie on their hacks, with a stone 
upon their belly, and plads about their heads, aud their eyes 
being covered, they pump their brains for rhetorical enco- 
mium or panegyrick ; and indeed they furnish such a style 
from ^his dark cell as is understood by very few ; and if they 
i purcHase a couple of horses as the reward of their meditation, 
they think they have done a great matter. Tlie poet, or bard, 
had a title to the Imdegi-oom’s upper garb, that is, the plad 
and bonnet ; but now he is satisfied with what the bridegroom 
pleases to give him on such oecasions.”--MARTiN’s Wesie^'n 
Isles. 


JBarcndoim fed fast aicay, 

FMtheferyHekx Hayc.—P. m. 

T1v‘*!o knights are enumerated by Barbour among the small 
nmt'.ljcrof Bruce’s adherents, who remained in arms with him 
after the battle of Methven. 

“ With him w'as a bold baron, 

Schyr William the Baroundoun, 

Sehyr Gilbert de la Haye alsua.” 

Tliere were more than one of the noble family of Hay engaged 
in Bnice’s cause ; but the principal wais Gilbert de la Haye, 
Lord of Errol, a stanch adherent to King Robert’s interest, 
and whom he rewarded by creating him hereditary Lord High 
Con.stable of Scotland, a title which he used 16tli March, i;W8, 
■where, in a letter from the peers of Scotland to Philip the 
P'air of France, he is designed GUberius de Hay Constalndarius 
Scoficp. He was slain at the battle of Halidoun-hili. Hugh 
de la Haye, his brother, was made prisoner at the battle of 
Methven. 


Was*t not enough to Ronald’s hmmr 
I brought thee, tike a paramour.—P. 422. 

It was anciently customary in the Highlands to bring tlie 
bride to the house of the husband. Nay, in some ca.se8 the com- 
plaisance was stretched so far, that she remained there upon 
trial for a twelvemonth ; and the bridegroom, even after this jie- 
riod of cohabitation, retained an option of refusing to fulfil his 
engagement. It is said that a desperate feud ensued between 
the clans of Mac-Bonald ofSleate and Mac-Leod, owing to the 
former chief having availed himself of this license to send back 
to Dunvegan a sister, or daughter of the latter. Mac-Leod, 
resenting the indignity, observed, that since there wms no w'ed- 
ding bonfire, there should he one to solemnize the divorce. 
Accordingly, lie burned and laid wmste the territories of Mac- 
Donald, who retaliated, and a deadly feud, with all its accom - 
paniments, took place in form. 


Well hast thou framed, Old Man, thy strains. 

To praise the hand that pays thy pains.— F. 410. 

The character of the Plighknd hards, however high in an 
earlier period of society, seems soon to have degenerated. 
The Irish affirm, that in their kindred tribes severe law's be- 
came necessary to restrain their avarice. In tlie Highlands 
they seem gradually to have sunk into contempt, as wmll as 
the orators, or men of speech, with whose office that of family 
poet was often united.—** The orators, in their language called 
Isdane, were in high esteem both in these islands and the con- 
tinent; until within these forty years, they sat always among 
the nol'iles and chiefs of families in the streah, or circle. 
Their houses and little villages were sanctuaries, as w'eli as 
ciHirehes, and they took place before doctors of pliysick. 
The orators, after the Druids were extinct, were brought in 
to preserve the genealogy of families, and to repeat the same 
at every succession of chiefs ; and upon the occasion of mar- 
riages and births, they made epithalamiums and panegyricks, 
which the poet or bard pronounced. The orators, by the force 
of their eloquence, had a powerful ascendant over the greatest 
men in their time ; for if any orator did but ask the habit, 
arms, horse, or any other thing belonging to the greatest man 
in these islands, it w'as readily granted them, sometimes out i 
of respect, and sometimes for fear of being exclaimed against 
by a satyre, which, in those days, was reckoned a great dis- 
honour. But these gentlemen becoming insolent, lost ever 
since both the profit and esteem w'hieh was formerly due to 


Since matchless Wallace frst had been 
Inmack’ry croiim’d with wreaths of grcm.—F. 4issz. 

Stow gives the following enrious account of the trial and 
execution of this celebrated patiiot William Wallace, 
wrho had oft-times set Scotland in great troxible, was taken 
and brought to London, with great numbers of men and women 
wondering upon him. He was lodged in the house of Wil- 
liam Delect, a citizen of London, in Fenchurch-street. On 
the morrow, being the eve of St. Bartholomew, he was brought 
on horseback to Westminster. John Legrave and Geffrey, 
knights, the mayor, sheriffs, and aldermen of London, and 
many others, both on horseback and on foot, accompanying 
him ; and in the great hall at Westminster, he being placed 
on the south bench, crowned with laurel, for that he had said 
in times past that he ought to bear a crown in that hall, as it 
was commonly reported; and being appeaehed for a traitor 
by Sir Peter Malone, the king’s justice, he answered, that he 
was never traitor to the King of England ; but for other things 
whereof he was accused, he confessed them ; and was after 
headed and quartered.”— Stow, CJir. p. 20.9. Tliore is some- 
thing singularly doubtful about the mode in wliich Wallace 
was taken. That he was betrayed to the English is indubit- 
able; and popular fame charges Sir John Menteith with the 
indelible infamy. ** Accursed,” says Arnold Blair, “ be tha day 
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of nativity of Jolin de Menteith, and may Mb name ne Btiraclfe 
out of the booh of life.” But John de Menteith was all along 
a zealous favourer of the English interest, and was governor 
of Dumbarton Castle by commission from Edward the First; 
and therefore, as the accurate hord Hailes has observed, 
could not be the friend and confidant of Wallace, as tradition 
states him to be. The truth seems to be, that Menteith, 
thoroughly engaged in the English interest, pursued Wallace 
closely, and made Mm prisoner through the treachery of an 
attendant, whom Peter Langtoft calls Jack Short. * 

William Waleis is nomen that master was of theves. 
Tiding to the king is comen that robbery mischeives, 

Sir John of Menetest sued William so nigh, 

He toh him when he ween’d least, on night, his lemanhim 
by, 

That was through treason of Jack ShoH his man. 

He was the encheson that Sir John so him ran, 

Jack’s brother had he slain, the Wallers that is said, 

The more Jack was fain to do William that braid.” 

From this it would appear that the infamy of seizing Wallace, 
must rest between a degenerate Scottish nobleman, the vas- 
sal of England, and a domestic, the obscure agent of his 
treachery ; between Sir John Menteith, son of Walter, Earl of 
Menteith, and the traitor Jack Short. 


Note X. 

fVh&r^s Klgel Bruce? and Beta Bage, 

And valiant Sdon—wtiere are they f 
fVhere Someruille, iJiekiMl and free? 

And Fraser, fiower af chivalry 9-—^. 422. 

When these lines were written, the author was remote from 
tbe means of correcting his indistinct recollection concerning 
the individual fate ’of Bruce’s followers, after the battle of 
Methven. Hugh de la Haye, and Thomas Somerville of Lin- 
toun and Cowdally, ancestor of lord Somerville, were both 
made prisoners at that defeat, but neither was executed. 

Sir Nigel Bruce was the younger brother of Robert, to whom 
he committed the charge of his wife and daughter, Marjorie, 
and the defence of his strong castle of Kildrummie, near the 
bead of the Don, in Aberdeenshire. Kildrummie long resisted 
the arms of the Earls of Lancaster and Hereford, until the ma- 
gazine was treacherously burnt. The garrison was then com- 
pelled to surrender at discretion, and Nigel Bruce, a youth re- 
markahle for personal beauty, as well as for gallantry, fell 
into the hands of the unrelenting Edward. He was tried by a 
special commission at Berwick, was condemned, and exe- 
cuted. 

Christopher Seatoun shared the same unfortunate fate. He 
also was distinguished by personal valour, and signalized him- 
self in the fatal battle of Methven, Robert Bruce adventured 
his person in that battle like a knight of romance. He dis- 
mounted Aymer de Talence, Earl of Pembroke, but was in 
his turn dismounted by Sir Philip Mowbray. In this emer- 
gence Seatoun came to his aid, and remounted him. Langtoft 
mentions, that in this battle the Scottish wore white surplices, 
or shirts, over their armour, that those of rank might not be 
known. In this manner both Bruce and Seatoun escaped. 
But the latter was afterwards betrayed to the English, through 
means, according to Barbour, of one MacNab, “ a disciple of 
Judas,” in whom the unfortunate knight reposed entire con- 
fidence. There was some peculiarity respecting his punish- 


ment ; because, acctmlingloMattliew of Westminster, he Was 
considered not as a Scottish subject, but an Englishman. He 
was therefore taken to Dumfries, where he was tried, con- 
demned, and executed, for the murder of a soldier slain by 
him. His brother, John de Seton, had the same fate at New- 
castle; both were considered as accomplices in the slaughter 
of Comyn, but in what manner they were particularly acces- 
sary to that deed does not appear. 

The fate of Sir Simon Frazer, or Frizel, ancestor of the fa- 
mily of Lovat, is dwelt upon at great length, and with savage 
exultation, by the English historians. This knight, who was 
renowned for personal gallantry, and high deeds of chivalry, 
was also made prisoner, after a gallant defence, in the battle 
of Methven. Some stanzas of abaJlad of the times, which, 
for the sake of rendering it intelligible, I have translated out 
of its rude orthography, give minute particulars of his fate. 
It was written immediately at the period, for it mentions the 
Earl of A thole as not yet in custody. It was first published 
by the indefatigable Mr. Ritson, but with so many contrac- 
tions and peculiarities of character, as to render it illegible, 
excepting by antiquaries. 

** This was before Saint Bartholomew’s mass, 

That Frizel was y-taken, were it more other leas, 

To Sir Thomas of Multon, geiitil baron and free, 

And to Sir Johan Jose be-take tho was he 
To hand 

He was y-fettered wele 
Both with iron and with steel 

To bringen of Scotland 

Soon thereafter thp tiding to the king come, 

He sent him to London, with mony armed groom. 

He came in at Newgate, I tell you it on a-plight, 

A garland of leaves on his head y-dight 

Of green, 

For he should be y-know. 

Both of high and of low, 

For traitour I ween. 

“ Y-fettered were his legs under his horse’s wombe. 

Both with iron and with steed mancled were his bond, 

A garland of pervynk i set upon his heved,^ 

Much was the power that him was bereved, 

In land. 

So God me amend, 

Little he ween’d 

So to be brought in ha;icl. 

This was upon our lady’s even, forsooth I understand, 
The justices sate fur tho knights of Scotland, 

Sir Thomas of Multon, an kinde knyght and wise, 

And Sir Ralph of Sandwich that mickle is told in paicce, 
And Sir Johan Abel, 
Moe I might tell by tale 
Both of great and of small 

Ye know sooth well. 

Then said the justice, that gentii is and free, 

Sir Simon Frizel the king’s trailer hast thou be ; 

In water and in laud that mony mighten see. 

What sayst thou thereto, how will thou quite the« 

Do say. 

So foul he him wist, 

Nede war on trust 

For to say nay. 

With fetters and with gives 3 y~hot he was to-draw 
From the Tower of London that many men might know, 


1 Penwinckle. 


2 Head. 


3 He was condemned to be drawn. 
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In a kirtle of burd, a seleouth wise. 

And a garland on his head of the new guise. 

Through Cheape 
Many men of England 
For to see Symoiid 

Thitherw'ard can leap. 

* rhongh he cam to the gallows first he was on liuug. 

All quick beheaded that him thought Ions ’ ; 

Then he was y-opened, liis bowels y-brend, i 
The heved to London'biidge was send 

To Bhende. 

So evermore mote I tlie, 

Some while weened he 

Thus little to stand. 2 

He rideth through the city, as I tcdl may, 

With gjimen and with solace that was their play, 

To Lnndon-bridge he took the way, 

Mony was the wives child that thereon lackoth a day, 3 
And said, alas ! 

That ho was y-born 
And so vilely forelorn. 

So fair man lie was.^ 

“ Now stnndeth the heved above the tu-brigge, 

Fast by Wallace sooth for to segge ; 

After succour of Scotland long may he pry. 

And after help of France what halt it to lie, 

I ween, 

Better him were in Scotland, 

With his axe in his hard. 

To play on the green,’' &c. 

The preceding stanzas contain probably as minute an ac- 
count as can he found of the trial and execution of state cri- 
minals of the period. Superstition mingled its horrors with 
those of a ferocious state policy, as appears from the following 
singular narrative. 

“ The Friday next, before the assumption of Our Lady, King 
Edward met Robert the Bruce at Saint Johnstoune, in Scot- 
land, and with his company, of which company King Edward 
quelde seven thousand. When Robert the Bruce saw this 
mischief, and gan to flee, and hov’d him that men might not 
him find ; but S. Siraond Frisell pursued was so sore, so that 
he turned again and abode bataille, for he was a worthy 
knight and a holde of bodye, and the Englishmen pursuede 
him sore on every side, and quelde the steed that Sir Simon 
Friscll rode upon, and then toke him and led him to the host. 
And S. Symond began for to flatter and speke fair, and saide, 
Lordys, I shall give you four thousand markes of silver, and 
myne horse and harness, and all my armoure and income. 
Tho’ answered Thobaude of Pevencs, that was the idngt*.s 
archer. Now, God me so helpe, it is for nought that thou speak- 
est, for all the gold of England 1 would not let thee go without 
commandment of King Edward. And tho’ lie W'as led to the 
King, and the King would not see him, but commanded to 
lead him away to his doom in London, on Our Lady’s even 
nativity. And he was hung and drawn, and his head smitten 
off. And hanged again with chains of iron upon the gallows, 
and his head was set at London-bridge upon a spear, and 
against Christmas the body was burnt, for encheson {reason) 
tinit the men that keeped the body saw many devils ramping 
with iron crooks, running upon the gallows, and horribly tor- 
mentingthe body. And many that them saw, anon thereafter 
died for dread, or waxen mad, or sore sickness they had.”— 
MS. Chronicle in ike British 31useiim, quoted by Ritson. 


t Burned. —2 Moaning, at one time he little thought to stand 
thus.— 3 viss Saith Lack-a-day.— ^ The gallant knight, like 


LORD OF THF 1SLL8. 

■: NOTBY.v,' 

fVas not the life ofAthoU shed. 

To soothe the tyrants sickened bed.—V. 422 

John de Strathbogie, Earl of Athole, had attempted to i^iCAp® 
out of the kingdom, but a storm cast him upon the coast, when 
he was taken, sent to London, and executed, with circum- 
stances of great barbarity, being first half strangled, then let 
down from the gallows while yet alive, barbarously dismem- 
bered, and his body burnt. It may surprise the reader to 
learn, that this was a mitigated pimiahment ; for in respect 
that his mother was a grand-daughter of King John, by his 
natural son Richard, he was not drawn on a sledge to execu. 
tion, “that point was forgiven,” and he made the passage on 
horseback. Matthew of Westminster tells us that King Ed- 
ward, then extremely ill, received great ease from the news 
that his relative was apprehended. “ Quo audito, JRex An- 
glia, ftsi gramsimo morho tunc langueret, levins iamcn iuUi 
dolorem." To this singular expression the text alludes. 


And must his ivord, VU dying 

Be nought but quarter, hang, and slay.—'P. 422. 

This alludes to a pas-^age in Barbour, singularly expressive 
of the vindictive spirit of Edward I. The prisoners taken at 
the castle of Kildmmmic had .surrendered upon condition 
that they should be at King Edward’s disposal. “ But his 
will,” says Barbour, “ was always evil towards Scottishmen.” 
The news of the surrender of Kildrummie arrived when he 
was in his mortal sickness at Burgh-upon-Sands. 

“ And when he to the death was near. 

The folk that at Kjldroiny wer 
Come with prisoners that they had tare, 

And syne to the king are gane. 

And for to comfort him they tauld 
How they the castell to tliem yauld ; 

And how they till his will were brought, 

To do off that whatever he thought ; 

And ask’d what men should off them do. 

Then look’d he angryly them to. 

He said, grinning, ‘hangs and draws.’ 

That was wonder of sic saws. 

That hej that to tho death was near. 

Should answer upon sie maner, 

Fcjrouten moaning and mercy ; 

How might he trust on him to cry, 

That sooth- fastly dooms all thing 
To liave mercy for his crying. 

Off" him that, throw liis felony, 

Into sic point had no mercy ? ” 

There was much truth in the Leor.ine couplet, with whiefe 
Matthew of Westminster concludes his encomium on tl ? first 
Edrvard : — 

“ Seotos Edwardus, dum vixit, suppeditavit, 

Tenuit, aiflixit, depressit, dilaniavit.’* 


others in the same situation, was pitied by the female ppecta- 
tors as “ a proper young man.” 
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JMOTE 2 A. 

(^‘hXe i the blessed crm advance^ 

And expiate this unliappu chance. 

In Palestine, with stcord mid lance.—F. 423. 

Brace uniformly professed, and probably felt, compunction 
for having violated the sanctuary of the church by the 
slaughter of Comyn ; and finally, in his last hours, in testi- 
mony of his faith, penitence, and zeal, he requested James 
liOrd Douglas to carry his heart to Jerasalem, to be there de- 
posited in the Holy Sepulchre. 


Note 2 B. ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 

jJe Brnce / T rose with purpose drmd 
To speak )mj curse upon thp head.—P. 423. 

So soon as the notice of Coniyn’s slaughter reached Rome, 
Bruce and his adherents -were excommunicated. It was pub- 
lished first by the Archbishop of York, and renewed at difie- 
rent times, particularly by Lambyrton, Bishop of St. Andrews, ’( 
in 1308 } but it does not appear to have answered the purpose i 
which the English monarch expected. Indeed, for reasons I 
which it may be difficult to trace, the thunders of Rome de- { 
ficended upon the Scottish mountains with less effect than in 
more fertile countries. Probably the comparative poverty of 
the benefices occasioned that fewer foreign clergy settled in 
Scotland; and the interest of the native churchmen were 
linked with that of their country. Many of the Scottish pre- 
lates, Lambyrton the primate particularly, declared for Bruce, 
while he was yet under the ban of the church, although he 
afterwards again changed sides. 


Note 2 C. 

I feel within mine aged breast 
A power that will not he repress d,~P. 423. 

Bruce, like other heroes, observed omens, and one is record- 
ed by tradition. After ho had retreated to one of the miser- 
able places of shelter, in which he could venture to take some 
repose after his disasters, be lay stretched upon a handful of 
straw, and abandoned himself to his melancholy meditations. 
He had now been defeated four times, and was upon the point 
of resolving to abandon all hopes of further opposition to his 
fate, and to go to the Holy Land. It chanced, his eye, while 
he was thus pondering, was attracted by the exertions of a 
spider, who, in order to fix his web, endeavoured to swing him- 
self from one beam to another above bis head. Involuntarily 
he became interested in the pertinacity with which the insect 
renewed his exertions, after failing six times ; and it occurred 
to him that he would decide his own course according to the 
success or failure of the spider. At the seventh effort the in- 
sect gained his object ; and Bruce, in like manner, persevered 
and carried his own. Hence it has been held unlucky or un- 
grateful, or both, in one of the name of Bmce to kill a spider. 

The Archdeacon of Aberdeen, instead of the abbot of this 
tislif, introduces an Irish Pythoness, who not only predicted 


his good fortune as he loft the island of Raehrin, but sent her 
two sons along with him, to ensure her own family a shar ? 
in it. 

** Then in schort time men niycht thaim m 
Schute all thair galayis to the se, 

And her to se baith ayr and ster, 

And otbyr thingis that mystir i wer- 
And as the king apon the sand 
Wes gangandwp and doun, bidand® 

Till that his menye redy war, 

His ost come rycht till him than 
And quhen that scho him balyst bad, 

And priwd spek till him sclio made *, 

And said, ‘ Takis gud kep till my saw; 

For or ye pass I sail yow sobuw. 

Ojff your fortoun a gret party. 

Eot OUT all speceally 
A wyttring her I sail yow ma, 

Quluit end that your purposs sail ta. 

For in this land is nane trewly 
Wate thingis to cum sa wdll as I. 

Ye pass now furth on your wi;ige. 

To wenge the hanne, and tlie owtrag, 

That Tngliss men has to yow done ; 

Bot ye wat nocht quhatkyne forton 
Ye nion drey in your werraying. 

Bot wyt ye weill, with outyn lesing 
That fra ye now haiff takyn land. 

Nano sa mychty, na sa strenth thi of hand, 

Sdl ger yow pass owt of your country 
Till all to yow abandownyt be. 

With in schort tyme ye sail be king. 

And haiff the laud at your liking. 

And ourcum your fayis all. 

JBot fele anoyis thole ye sail, 

Or that your purposs end haiff tane ; 

Bot ye sail thaim ourdryve ilkane. 

And, that ye trow this sekerly, 

My twa sonnys with yow sail I 
Send to tak part of your trawaill ; 

For I wate weill thai sail nocht faill 
To be rewardyt weill at rycht, 

Quhen ye ar heyit to yowr mycht.*” 

BAiiBoun’s Bruce, Rook iii., v. S.“'S. 


Note 2 D. 


A hunted tmnderer on the loild, 

On foreign shores a man exiled.— P, 424. 

This is not metaphorical. The echoes of Scotland did au- 
tually 

“ ring 

With the bloodhounds that bayed for her fugitive king.” 

A very curious and romantic tale is told by Barbour upon this 
subject, which may be abridged as follows : — 

When Bruce had again got footing in Scotland in the spring 
of 1306, he continued to be in a very weak and precarious con- 
dition, gaining, indeed, occasional advantages, but obliged to 
fly before bis enemies whenever they assembled in force. Upon 


^ Need. 


2 Adding. 
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Qvhen. the chasseris relyit war. 

And JThon of Lom had met thaim tliai', 
He tauld Schjr Aymer all tfie ca&i 
How that the king csrhapyt w'ass; 

And how that he his five men slew. 

And syne to the wode him drew. 

Quhen Schyr Ayraer herd this, in by 
I-ie sanyt him for the ferly : 

And said ; ‘ He is gretly to pryss ; 

For I kuaw nane that liffand is, 

That at myscheyff gan help him swa. 

I trow Ue suld be hard to sJa, 

And he war hodyn i ewynly.* 

On this wiss spak Schyr Aymery." 

Babboue*s Book v. 


one occasion, while he was lying with a small party in the wilds 
of Cumnock, in Ayrshire, Ayraer de Valence, Earl of Pem- 
broke, with bis inveterate foe John of Lorn, came against him 
suddenly with eight hundred Highlanders, besides a large body 
of men-at-arms. They brought with them a slough-dog, or 
bloodhound, which, some say, had been once a favourite with 
the Bruce himself, and therefore was least likely to lose the 
trace.'," 

Bruce, whose force was under four hundred men, continued i 
to make head against the cavalry, till the men of Lom had i 
nearly cut off his retreat. Perceiving the danger of his situa- ' 
tion, he acted as the celebrated and ill-requited Mina is said 
to have done in similar circumstances. He divided his force 
mtc three parts, appointed a place of rendezvous, and com- 
manded them to retreat by different routes. But when John 
of Lorn arrived at the spot where they divided, he caused the 
hound to be put upon the trace, which immediately directed 
him to the pursuit of that party which Bruce headed. This, 
therefore, Lorn pursued with his whole force, paying no at- 
tention to the others. The king again subdivided his small 
body into three parts, and with the same result, for the pur- 
suers attached themselves exclusively to that which he led in 
person. He then caused his followers to disperse, and retained 
only his foster-brother in his company. The slough- dog fol- 
lowed the trace, and, neglecting the others, attached liiniseif 
andhis attendants to the pursuit of the king. Lorn became 
convinced that his enemy was nearly in his power, and de- 
tached five of Ms most active attendants to follow him, and 
interrupt Ills flight. They did so with all the agility of raoun- 
taineers, What aid wilt thou make ? ” said Bruce to his 
single attendant, when he saw the five men gain ground on 
him. “ The best I can,” replied his foster-brother. “ Then,” 
said Bruce, “ here I make my stand.” The five pursuers 
came up fast. The king took three to himself, leaving the 
other two to his foster-brother. He slew the first who en- 
countered him ; but observing his foster-brother hard jmessed, 
he sprung to his assistance, and despatched one of his assail- 
ants. Leaving him to deal with the survivor, he returned 
upon the other two, both of whom he slew before his foster- 
brother had despatched his single antagonist. When this hard 
encounter was over, with a courtesy, which in the whole work 
marks Bruce’s character, he thanked Ms foster-brother for his 
aid. It likes you to say so,” answered his follower ; “ but 
you yourself slew four of the five.”— True,” said the king, 
“ but only because I had better opportunity than you. They 
were not apprehensive of me when they saw me encounter 
three, so I bad a moment’s time to spring to thy aid, and to 
return equally unexpectedly upon my own opponents.” 

In the meanwhile Lorn’s party approached rapidly, and the 
king and his foster-brother betook themselves to a neighbour- 
ing wood- Here they sat dowra, for Bruce was exhausted by 
tatigue, until the cry of the slougli-hound came so near, that 
his foster-brother entreated Bruce to provide for Ms safety by 
retreating further. “ I have heard,” answered the king, “ that 
whosoever will wade a bow-shot length down a running stream, 
shall make the slough-hound lose scent.— Let us try the expe- 
riment, for were yon devilish hound silenced, I should care 
little for the rest.” 

Lorn in the meanwhile advanced, and found the bodies of 
his slain vassals, over whom he made his moan, and threat- 
ened the most deadly vengeance. Then he followed the hound 
to the side of the brook, down which the king had waded a 
great way- Here the hound was at fault, and John of Lorn, 
after long attempting in vain to recover Bruce’s trace, relin- 
quished the pursuit. 

' “ Others,” says Barbour, “ affirm, that upon this occasion 
the king’s life was saved by an excellent archer who accompa- 
nied him, and who perceiving they would be finally taken by 
means of the blood-hound, hid himself in a thicket, and shot 
him with an arrow. In wMeh way,” adds the metrical bio- 
grapher, “ this escape happened I am uncertain, but at that 
brock the king escai>ea from Ms pursuers.” 


The English historians agree with Barbour as to the mode 
in which the English pursued Bruce and his followers, and 
the dexterity witix which he evaded them. The following ia 
the testimony of Harding, a great enemy to the Scottish na- 
tion : — 


The King Edward with boost nym sought full sore. 
But ay he fled into woodes and strayte forest. 

And slewe his men at staytes and daungers thoro,. 
And at marreys and mires was ay Ml prest 
Englyslimen to kyll witlioutyn any rest ; 

In the mountaynes and cragges he slew ay where. 
And in the nyght his foes he frayed full sere ; 


Tlie King Edward with homes and houndes him soght, 
With menne on fote, through marris, mosse, and myre, 
Through wodes also, and mountens (wher thei fought,; 
And euer the Kyng Edward hight men greate hyre. 
Hym for to take and by myght conquere ; 

But thei might hym not gette by force ne by train. 

He satte by the fyre when thei went in the rain.” 

Hardyng’s Chronicle^ p. S03-4. 


Peter Langtoft has also a passage concerning the extremi- 
ties to which King Eobert was reduced, which he entitles 

Be Boberlo Brus etfaga drcim circa fd. 

And wele I understode that the Kyng Bobyn 
Has drunken of that blode the drink of Dan Waryn. 

Dan Waryn he les tounes that he held. 

With wrong he mad a res, and misheryng of scbcld, 
Sithen into the forest he yede naked and wode, 

Als a wild beast, ete of the gras that stode. 

Thus of Dan Waryn in his boke men rede, 

God gyf the King Robyn, that alle his kyncle so spede. 
Sir Robynet the Brus he durst noure abide. 

That thei mad him restus, both in more and wod-side. 

To while he mad this train, and did um while outrage,” &c. 
Peter Langtoft’s Chronkle^ voL ii. p. 

8vo, London, 1810. 


Pbr, glad of each pretext for spoil, 

A pirate sicorn was Cormac Boi7.— P. 425, 


A sort of persons common in the isles, as may be easily be- 
lieved, until the introduction of civil polity. Witness the 
Dean of the Isles’ account of Ronay. ** At the north end of 


t Matched. 
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Kaarsay, be half myle of sea frae it, layes ane ile caUit Eonay, 
raaire then a myle in. lengtlie, full of wood and heddir, with 
ane havein for heiland galeys in the middi,'! of it, and the same 
hayein is guid for fostering of theives, ruggairs, andreivairs, till 
a nail, upon the peilliug and spulzeing of poor pepill. This 
ile perteins to SPGillychallan of Eaarsay by force, and to the 
bishope of the iles be heritage.”-- Sib Donald Monro’s De- 
scription o/ihe Western Islands of Scotland, Edinburgh, 1805, 
p. 22.'' 


Note 2 F. ■ 

Alas i dear youth, the unhappy time f 
Answer'd the Bruce, mitst bear the 0 'ime, 

Since, guiltier far than you. 

Been V'—hc paused; for Falkirk's woes 
Upon his conscious soul arose , — P. 4S6- 

1 have followed the vulgar and inaccurate tradition, that 
Bruce fought against Wallace, and the array of Scotland, at 
the fatal battle of Falkirk. The story, which seems to have 
no better authority than that of Blind Harry, bears, that hav- 
ing made much slaughter during the engagement, he sat down 
to dine with the conquerors without washing the filthy witness 
from his hands. 

“ Fasting he was, and had been in great need, 

Blooded were all his weapons and his weed; 
Southerou lords sconi'cl him in terras rude, 

And said, Bufaold yon Scot eats his own blood. 

“ Then rued he sore, for reason bad be known, 

That blood and land alike should be hia own ; 

With them he long w'as, ere he got away. 

But contrair Scots he fought not from that day.” 

The account given by most of our historians, of the conversa- 
tion between Bruce and Wallace over the Carron river, is 
equally apocryphal. There is f all evidence that Bruce was 
not at that time on the English side, nor present at the battle 
of Falldrk ; nay, that he acted as a guardian of Scotland, along 
with John Comyn, in tlie name of Baliol, and in opposition to 
the English. He was the grandson of the competitor, with 
whom he has been sometimes confounded. Lord Hailes has 
well described, and in some degree apologized for, the earlier 
part of his life.—** His grandfather, the competitor, had pa- 
tiently acquiesced in the award of Edward. His father, 
yielding to the times, had served under the English banners. 
But young Bruce had move ambition, and a more restless 
spirit. In his earlier years he acted upon no regular plan. 
By turns the partisan of Edward, and the vicegerent of Ba- 
liol, he seems to have forgotten or stifled his pretensions to 
the crown. But his character developed itself by degrees, 
and in maturer age became firm and consistent .” — Amials of 
Scotland, p, 290 quarto, London, 1776. 


Note 2 Gr. 

These are t?x savage tvilds that lie 

North of SttxthnardiU and Bunskye,-—'?. 42?. 

The extraordinary piece of scenery which I have here at- 
tempted to describe is, I think, unparalleled in any part of 
Scotland, at least ir any which I have happened to visit. It 
Ues just upon the frontier of the Laird of Mac-Leod’s conn- 


' try, which is thereabouts divided from the estate of Mr. Mao- 
calisterof Strath- A ird, called Strathnardill by the Dean of 
the Isles. The following account of it is extracted from a 
journal^ kept during a tour through the Scottish islands . — 

** The wcBtern coast of Sky is highly romantic, and at the 
same time displays a richness of vegetEition in the lower 
grounds to which we have hitherto been strangers. We passed 
three salt-water lochs, or deep embayments, called Loch Bra- 

cadale, Loch Einort, and Loch , and about 11 o’clock 

opened Loch Slavig. We were now under the western termi- 
nation of the high ridge of mountains called Guillen, or Quil- 
lin, or Coolin, whose weather-beaten and sornited peaks we 
had admired at a distance from Dunvegan. They sunk here 
upon the sea, but with the same bold^nd peremptory aspect 
which their distant appearance indicated. They appeared to 
consist of precipitous sheets of naked rock, down 'which the 
torrents were leaping in a hundred lines of foam. The tops 
of the ridge, apparently inaccessible to human foot, were rent 
and .split into the most tremendous p)innacles. Towards the 
base of these bare iind precipitous emgs, the ground, enriched 
by the soil washed down from them, is comparatively verdant 
and ])roductive. Where we passed within the small isle of 
Soa, w'c entered Loch Slavig, under the shoulder of one of 
these grisly mountains, and observed that the oi>positc side of 
the loch was of a milder character, the mountains being sof- 
toned down into stec-p green declivities. From the bottom of 
the bay advanced a headland of high rocks, which divided its 
depth into tw'o recesses, from each of which a brook issued. 

, Here it had been intimated to ns we would find some roman- 
tic scenery; but -we were uncertain up which inlet we should 
proceed in search of it. We chose, against our better judg- 
ment, tho southerly dip of the bay, where we saw a house 
which might afford us information. We found, upon in- 
quiry, that there is a lake adjoining to each branch of tho 
bay ; and walked a couple of miles to see that near the farm- 
house, merely because the honest Higblander seemed jealous 
of the honour of his own loch, though we were speedily con- 
vinced it was not that which we were recommended to exa- 
mine. It had no particular merit, excepting from its neigh- 
bourhood to a very high cliffy or prt‘ci])itous mountain, other- 
wise the sheet of water had nothing difiering from any ordi- 
nary low-country lake. We returned and re-embarked in 
our boat, for our guide shook liis head at our proposal to 
climb over the peninsula, or rocky headland which dividea 
tho two lakes. In rowing round the headland, we were sur- 
})Tised at the infinite number of sea-fowl, then busy apparently 
with a shoal of fish. 

, “ Arrived at the depth of the bay, we found that tho dis- 

charge from this second lake forms a sort of waterfiill, or rather 
a rapid stream, v:hich rushes down to the sea with great fury 
and precipitation. Round this place were assembled hun- 
dreds of trouts and salmon, struggling to get up into tho fresh 
water : with a net we might have had twenty salmon at a 
haul ; and a sEiilor, 'wnth no better hook than a crooked pin, 
caught a dish of trouts during our absence. Advancing up 
this huddling and riotous brook, we found ourselves in a most 
extraordinary scene ; we lost sight of the sea almost imme- 
diately after we had climbed over a low ridge of crags, and 
were surrounded by mountains of naked rock, of the boldest 
and most precipitous character. The ground on which we 
walked was the margin of a lake, which seemed to have sus- 
tained the constant ravage of torrents from these rude neigh- 
bours. The shores consisted of huge strata of naked granite, 
here and there intermixed with bogs, and heaps of gravel and 
sand piled in the empty water-courses. Vegetation there was 
little or none; and the mountains rose so periiendicularly 
from the water edge, that Borrowdale, or even Glencoe, is a 
jest to them. We proceeded a mile and a half up this deep, 
dark, and solitary lake, wliich was about two miles long, half 


* This is the Poet’s own journal.—Eo. 
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ft mile broad, and is, as we learned, of extreme depth. The 
murky vapours whic3i enveloped the mountain ridges, obliged , 
as by assuming a thousand varied shapes, changing their dra- 
pery into all sorts of forms, and sometimes clearing off all to- 
gether- It is true, the mist made us pay the penalty by some 
heavy and downright showers, from the frequency of whieh a 
Highland boy, whom we brought from the farm, told us the 
lake was po],>ularly called the Water-kettle. The proper name 
is Loch Coniskin, from the deep corrie, or hollow, in the 
mountains of Cuilin, which affords the basin for this wonder- 
ful sheet of water. It is as exquisite a savage scene as Loch 
Katrine is a scene of romantic beauty. After having pene- 
trated so far as distinctly to observe the termination of the 
laL'e under an immense precipice, which rises abruptly from 
the water, we returned, and often stopped to admire the ra- 
vages which storms must have made in these recesses, where 
all human witnesses were driven to places of more shelter and 
security. Stones, or rather large masses and fragments of 
rocks of a composite kind, perfectly different from the strata 
of the lake, were scattered upon the hare rocky beach, in the 
strangest and most precarious situations, as if abandoned by 
the torrents which had borne them down from above. Some 
lay loose and tottering upon the ledges of the natural rock, 
with so little security, that the slightest push moved them, 
though their weight might exceed many tons. These detached 
rocks, or stones, were chiefly what is called plum-pudding 
stones. The bare rocks, which formed the shore of the lakes, 
were a species of granite. The opposite side of the lake seemed 
quite pathless and inacce.ssible, as a huge mountain, one of the 
detached ridges of the Cuilin hills, sinks in a profound and 
perpendicular precipice down to the water. On the left-hand 
side, which we traversed, rose a higher and equally inaccessi- 
ble mountain, the top of which strongly resembled the shivered 
crater of an exhausted volcano. I never saw a spot in which 
tliere was less appearance of vegetation of any kind. The eye 
lested on nothing but barren and naked crags, and the rocks 
on which we walked by the side of the loch, were as bare as 
the pavements of Cheapside. There are one or two small islets 
in the loch, which seem to bear juniper, or some such low 
bushy shrub. Upon the whole, though I have seen mmiy 
scenes of more extensive desolation, I never witnessed any in 
w’hicli it pressed more deeply upon the eye and the heart than 
at Loch Corriskin; at the same time that its grandeur ele- 
vated and redeemed it from the wild and dreary character of 
utter barrenness.’' 


Note 2 H. 


A^c’fi were the^f a!l of evil mien, 
Udivn-looWl, uiuclUing he Seen, — P. 42S. 


The story of Bruce’s meeting the banditti is copied, with 
such alterations as the fletitious narrative rendered necessary, 
from a striking incident in the monarch’s history, told by Bar- 
bour, and wliich I sliall give in the words of the hero’s bio- 
grapher. It is the sequel to the adventure of the bloodhound, 
narrated in Note 2 D. It will be remembered that the narra- 
tive broke off, leaving the Bruce escaped from his pursuers, 
but worn out with fatigue, and having no other attendant but 
his foster-brother. 


‘ And the gude king held forth his way, 
Betuix him and his man, quhill thai 
Passyt owt throw the forest war ; 

Syne in the more that entryt thar. 


^ Keck.— 2 Saluted.— 3 Retimied their salute.— ^ Make.- 
«-Ges-aii'c or manner.— s Kill him.— 7 Therefore.— 3 There is 


It wes bathe hey, and lang, and braid *, 

A nd or thai halffit passyt had, 

Thai sawonsyd thre men cummand, 

Lik to lycltt men and wauerand. 

Swerdis thai had, and axys als ; 

And ane off thaim, apon hi& hals.l 
A mekill boundyn wethir bar, 

Thai met the king, and hailst^ him thar : 
And the king thaim thar hailsing yauld ; ^ 
Andaskyt thaim quethir thai wauld, 

Thai said, Robert the Bruyas thai soucht 
For mete with him giff that thai moucht, 
Thar duelling with him wauld thai mat* 
The king said, * Giff that ye will swa, 
Haldys furth your way with me. 

And I sail ger yow sone him se.’ 

“ Thai persawyt, be his speking, 

That he wes the selwyn Robert king. 

And ehaungyt conteuance and late ; » 

And held noeht in the fyrst state. 

For thai war fayis to the king 
And thoucht to cam in to sculking, 

And dnell with him, quhill that thai saw 
Thar poynt, and bryng him than ofi* daw.» 
Thai grantyt till his spek forthi.7 
Eot the king, that wes witty, 

Persawwt weill, by thar hawing. 

That thai luffyt him na thing : 

And said, ‘ Falowis, ye mon, all thre, 
Fortliir aqwent till that we be. 

All be your selwyn furth ga; 

And, on the saiayn wyss, we twa 
Sail folow behind Aveill ner.’ 

Quoth thai, ‘ Schyr, it is na mystc-r « 

To trow in ws ony ill.’ — 

‘ Nane do I,’ said lie ; ‘ hot I will. 

That yhe ga fourth thus, quhill we 
Better with othyr knawin he,*— 

* We grant,’ thai said, ^ sen ye will sw'u: 
And furth apon tbair gate gan ga. 

“ Thus yeid thai till the nycht wes ner. 
And than the formast cummyn wer 
Till a waist houshand houss j 9 and thar 
Thai slew the Avethir that thai bar : 

And slew fyr for to rest thar mete ; 

And askyt the king giff he wald etc. 

And, rest him till the mete Avar dycht. 

The king, that hungry was, Ik hycht, 
Assentyt till thair spek in hy. 

Bot he said, he wald aneriy to 

At a fyr ; and thai all thre 

On na wyss with thaim till gyddre be. 

In the end off the houss thai suld ma 
Ane othyr fyr ; and thai did SAva. 

Thai drew thaim in the houss end. 

And halfi' the Avethir till him send. 

And thai rostyt in hy thair mete ; 

And fell rycht freschiy for till etc. 

For the king weill lang fastyt had ; 

And had rycht mekill traAvaill mad : 
Tharfor he eyt full egrely. 

And quhen he had etyn hastily, 

He had to slop sa mekill -will, 

That he moucht set na let thar till. 

For quhen the w'anys ^ t fillyt ar. 

Men worthys hewy euixmar ; 

And to slepe drawys hcAvynes. 

The king, that all fortrawailiyt ^3 -wes. 


no need. — 9 Husbandman’s house, cottege. — Alone. 
1 1 Bellies.— 12 Becomes.— is Fatigued. 
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harr that fiim worthyt slcp nedwayis. 

Till his fostyr-brodyr lie sayis ; 

* May I traist in tlie, me to wailc. 

Till Ik a little sleping tak?’— 

* Ya, Schyr,’ lie said, ‘ till I may drey.* i 
The kins then wynkyt a litill wey ; 

And slepyt nocht Ml encrcly ; 

Bot gliffnyt wp oft sodanly. 

For he had droid off thai thre men, 

That at tho totliyr fyr war then. 

That thai his fais war he wyst ; 

Tharfor be slepyt as fonle on twyst.3 
“ The king slepyt. hot a litill than ; 

Quhen sic slcyi fell on his man, 

That he mycht nocht bald wp his cy, 

Bot fell in slep, and rowtyt hey. 

Now is the king in gret perile : 

For slep he swa a litill qnhile, 

He sail be ded, fur owtyii dreid. 

For the thre tratours tiik gud held. 

That he on slop wes, and his man. 

In full gret hy thai raiss wp than, 

And drew tho suerdis hastily ; 

And went tow\art the king in hy, 

Quhen that thai saw' him sleip swa. 

And slcpand thoucht tliei w'ald him sla. 

The king wp blenkit hastily, 

And saw bis naan slepand him by ; 

And saw cummand tho tothyr thre. 

Deliiierly on fute gat he ; 

And drew his suord owt, and thaim rneto. 

And, as he ynde, his fute he set 
Apon his man, weill hewyly. 

He waknyt, and raiss disily : 

For the slep maistrj't hym sway. 

That or he gat wp, ane off thai, 

TTiat come for to sla the king, 

Gaiff hym a strak in his rysing, 

Swa that he mycht help him no mar. 

The king sa straitly stad 3 wes thar, 

That he wes nenir yeyt sa stad. 

Ne war the armyng^ that he had, 

Ho had been dedo, for owtyn wer. 

But nocht lor thi ^ on sic maner 
He hclprt him, in tliat bargayne,0 
That thai thre tratoivris he has slan, 

Throw Goddis grace, and his manheid. 

His fostyr-brothyr thar was dede. 

Then wes he 'woiidre will of wayn,T 
Quhen he saw' liim left allane. 

His fostyi-brod}'!* inenyt ho; 

And waryit 3 all the t(»th3T thre. 

And syne hys way tuk him allane. 

And rycht towart liis tryst o is gane.” 

The JBrucei Book v., v. 4(i5. 


Note 2 L ■ 

And vimnaid*s alabaster prof , 

Who bathes her Ihnhs in siadess mil 
Deep in Strathaird's enchanted cell — P. 431. 

Imagination can hardly conceive any thing more beautiful 
than the extraordinary grotto discovered not many years since 


i Endure.— 2 Bird on bough.— 3 So dangerously situated.— 
* Had it not been for the armour ho wore. — ^ Nevertheless. 


upon the estate of Alexander Mac-Allister, Esq. of Strathaird- 
It has since been much and deservedly celebrated, and a Mi 
account of its beauties has been published by Dr. Mac-Leay 
of Oban. The general impression may perhaps be gathered 
from the following extract from a journal, which, written 
under the feelings of the moment, is likely to be more accu- 
rate than any attempt to recollect the impressions ther re- 
ceived.—** The first entrance to this celebrated cave is rode 
and unpromising ; but the light of the torches, with which 
we were provided, was soon reflected from tho roof, floor, and 
walls, which seem as if they were sheeted with marble, partly 
smooth, partly rough with frost-work and rustic ornaments, 
and partly seeming to he wrought into statuary. The floor 
forms a steep and difficult ascent, and might be fancifully 
compared to a sheet of water, which, while it rushed whiten- 
ing and foaming down a declMty, had been suddenly arrested 
and consolidated by the spell of an enchanter. Upon attain- 
ing the summit of this ascent, the cave opens into a sidenclid 
gallery, adorned with the most dazzling crystiiiizations, and 
finally descends with rapidity to the brink of a pool, of tho 
, most limpid water, about four or five yards broad. There 
opens beyond this pool a portal arch, fox'med by two columns 
of W'hile spar, with beautiful chasing upon the sides, which 
promises a continuation of the cave. Oixe of our sailors swam 
across, for there is no other mode of passing, and informed us 
(as indeed we partly saw by the light he carried) that tho en- 
chantment of Maccalister’s cave terminates with this portal, 
a little beyond w'hich there was only a rude cavern, speedily 
choked with stones and earth. But the pool, cm the brink of 
which wo stood, surrounded by the most fanciful mouldings, 
in a substance resembling white marble, and distinguished 
by the depth and purity of its -waters, might have been the 
bathing grotto of a naiad. The groups of combined figures 
projecting, or embossed, by which the i)Ool is surrounded, are 
exquisitely elegant and fanciful. A statuary might catch 
beautiful hints from the singular and romantic disposition of 
those stalactites. There is scarce a form, or group, on which 
active fancy may not trace figures or grotesque oraamtnts, 
which have been gradually moulded in this cavern by tho 
dropping of the calcareous water hardening into petrifactions. 
Many of those fine groups have been injured by the senseless 
rage of appropriation of recent tourists ; and the grotto ha - 
lost, (lam informed,) through the smoke of torches, some- 
thing of that vivid silver tint which was originally cue of its 
chief distinctions. But enough of beauty remains to u mpen- 
sate for all that may be lost.” — Mr. Mac-Allister of Strath- 
aird has, with great propriety, built up the exterior entrance 
to this cave, in order that strangers may enter properly at- 
tended by a guide, to prevent any repetition of the wanton 
and .selfish injury vrhicli this singular scene has already sus- 
tained. 


Note 2 K. 

Yet to no sense of selfish irronps. 

Bear witness with 7ne, Heaven^ beloups 
Mifjoi/ o'er Edivard's bier.—V. 433. 

The generosity which does justice to the character of an 
enemy, often marks Bruce’s sentiments, as recorded by the 
faithful Barbour. He seldom mentions a fallen enemy with- 
out praising such good qualities as he might possess. I shall 
only take one instance. Shortly after Bruce landed in Car- 
rick, in Sir Ingram Bell, the English governor of Ayr 


— 6 Fray, or dispute.— 7 Much affiicted.— s Cursed.— 3 Tiio 
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eftgaged a wealtliy yeoman, wlio had hitherto been a follower 
of Bruce, to undertake the task of ass^assinating him. The 
King learned this treachery, as he is said to have done other 
secrets of the enemy, by means of a female with whom he had 
an intrigue. Shortly after he was ]»ossessed of this informa- 
tion, Bruce, resorting to a small thicket at a distance from Ms 
men, with only a single page to attend him, met the traitor, 
accompanied by two of his sous. They approached him with 
their wonted familiarity, but Bruce, taking hia page’s bow and 
arrow, commanded them to keep at a distance. As they still 
pressed forward with professions of zeal for his person and 
service, he, after a second warning, shot the father with the 
arrow; and being assaulted successively by the two sons, des- 
patched first one, who wfas armed with an axe, then as the 
other charged him with a spear, avoided the thrust, struck 
the head from the spear, and cleft the skull of the assassin 
with a blow of his two-handed sword. 

** He ru-shed down of blood all red, 

And when the king saw they were dead. 

All three lying, he wiped his brand. 

With that his boy came fast riinning. 

And said, * Our lord might lowyt i be, 

That granted you migbt and powesie 3 

To fell the felony and the pride. 

Of three in so little tide.’ 

The king said, ‘ So our lord me see, 

They have been w’ortliy men all three, 

Had they not been full of treason : 

But that made tlieir confusion.’ ” 

BAhBOLTa’s Bruce, b. v. p. h'S. 


Note 2 L. 

Such hate was las on Solwai/s strand. 

When vatgcance clench'd Ids palskd hand. 

That pointed yet to Scotland’s land.—P. 433. 

To establish his dominion in Scotland had been a favourite 
object of Edward’s ambition, and nothing could exceed the 
pertinacity with which he pursued it, unless his inveterate 
resentment against the insurgents, who so frequently broke 
the English yoke when he deemed it most firmly riveted. 
After the battles of Falkirk and Methven, and the dreadful 
example,? which he had made of Wallace and other cham- 
l>ions of national independence, he probably concluded every 
chance of insurrection was completely annihilated. This was 
in 13«.K>, when Bruce, as wre have seen, w'as utterly expelled 
from Scotland : yet, in the conclusion of the same year, Bruce 
was again in arms and formidable; and in 1307, Edward, 
though exhausted by a long and wasting malady, put himself 
at the head cf the army destined to destroy him utterly. This 
W'as, perhap,?, p.artly iis consequence of a vow which he had 
taken upon him, with all the pomp of chivalry, upon the day 
in which lie dubbed his son a knight, for which see a subse- 
quent note. But even hi.s spirit of vengeance was unable to 
restore Ids exhausted strength. He reached Burgh-upon- 
Sands, a petty village of Cumberland, on the shores of the 
Solway Firth, and there, 6th July. 1307, expired in sight of 
the detested and devoted country of Scotland. His dying in- 
junctions to his son required him to continue the Scottish war, 
and never to recall Gaveston. Edward il. disobeyed both 


charges. Yet, more to mark hia animosity, the dying monarch 
ordered his bones to be carried with the invading army. 
Froissart, who probably had the authority of eye witnesses, has 
given us the following account of this remarkable charge ; — 

“ In the said forest, the old King Robert of Scotland dyd 
kepehymselfe, whan King Edward the Fyrst conquered nygh 
all Scotland ; for he was so often chased, that none durst logo 
him in castell, nor fortresse, for feare of the said Kyng. 

“ And ever whan the King was returned into Ingland, than 
he would gather together agayn his people, and conquers 
townes, casteils, and fortresses, iuste to Berwick, some by 
battle, and some by fair speech and love : and when the said 
King Edward heard thereof, than w'ould he aissemble his 
power, and wynthe realmc of Scotland again ; thus the chance 
went between these two foresaid Kings. It was shewed me, 
how that this King Robert wan and lost his realme v. times. 
So this continued till the said King Edward died at Berwick : 
and when he saw that he should die, he called before him his 
eldest son, who was King after him, and there, before all the 
barones, he caused him to swear, that as soon as he were dead, 
that he should take his body, and boyle it in a cauldron, till 
the flesh departed clean from the hones, and than to bury the 
fiesh, and keep still the bones ; and that as often as the Scotts 
should rebell against him, he should assemble the people 
against them, and carry with him the bones of his father ; for 
he believed verily, that if they had his bones with them, that 
the Scotts should never attain any victory against them. The 
which thing was not accomplished, for when the King died 
his son carried him to London.”' — Bdenjbks’ Froissart’s 
Chronicle, London, 1812, pp. 39, 40. 

Edward's commands were not obeyed, for he was interred 
in Westminster Abbey, with the appropriate inscription 

“Edwardus Primus Scotortjm malleus hic jest. 

Pactum Skp.va.” 

Yet some steps seem to Imve been taken towards render- 
ing his body capable of occasional transportation, for it was 
exquisitely embalmed, as was ascertained -when his tomb was 
opened some years ago. Edward 11. judged wisely in not car- 
rying the dead body of his father into Scotland, since he 
would not obey his living counsels. 

It ought to be observed, that though the order of the inci- 
dents is reversed in the poem, yet, in point of historical accu- 
racy, Bince had landed in Scotland, and obtained some suc- 
cesses of consequence, before the death of Edward I. 


Note 2 M. 

Canna's tower, that, skep and prey. 

Like falcon-nest o'ciiiangs the bay^—P. 434. 

The little island of Caima, or Cannay, adjoins to those of 
Rum and Muick, with which it forms one palish. In a pretty 
bay opening towards the east, there is a lofty and slender rock 
detached from the shore. Upon the summit are the mins of 
a very small tower, scarcely accessible by a steep and preci- 
pitous path. Here, it is said, one of the kings, or Lords of the 
Isles, confined a beautiful lady, of whom he was jealous. Tlie 
ruius are of course haunted by her restless spirit, and many 
romantic stories are told by the aged people of the island con- 
cerning her fate in life, and her appearances after death. 


■ Lauded. 


2 Power. 
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Note 2 N, 

dnd Bonin's mountains dark have sent 
Their hunters to the shoi'e.-T- 434. 

Ronin (popularly called Rum, a name vcliicli a poet may "be 
pardoned for avoiding if possible) is a very rough and moun- 
tainous island, adjacent to those of Eigg and Cannay. There 
is almost no arable ground upon it, so that, except in the plen- 
ty of the deer, -which of course are now nearly extirpated, it 
still deserves the description bestowed by the archdean of the 
Isles. “ Ronin, sixteen mylc north- wast from the ile of Coll, 
lyes ane ile callit Ronin lie, of sixteen myle long, and six in 
bredthe in the narrowest, ane forest of heigh mountains, and 
abundance of little deir in it, quhilk deir will never be slane 
dounewith, but the principal saittisraan be in the height of the 
hill, because the deir will be eallit upwart ay be the tain- 
chell, :>r without tynchel they will pa&s upwart perforce. In 
this ile will be gotten about JBritane als many wild nests upon 
the plane mure as men pleasis to gadder, and yet by resson 
the fowls lies few to start them except deir. This ile lyes 
from the west to the cist in lenth, and iiertains to M‘Kcna- 
hrey of Colla. Many solan geese are in this ile.”—MoNiio’s 
DesetipUon of the fVestern Isles, p. 18. 


Note 2 0. 

On Scooi'cigg next a teaming light 

Summon'd her warriors to the fights 

A numerous race, ere stern Macleod 

O'er tlieir bUdk shores in vengeance strode,-—'?. 435. 

These, and the following lines of tlie stanza, refer to a 
dreadful tale of feudal vengeance, of which unfortunately 
there are relics that still attest the truth. Scoor-Eigg is a 
high peak in the centre of the small Isle of Eigg, or Egg. It 
is well known to mineralogists, as affording many interesting 
specimens, and to others whom chance or curiosity may lead 
to the island, for the astonishing view of the mainland and 
neighbouring isles, irhich it commands. I shall again avail 
myself of the journal I have quoted.^ 

** 2Qfh August, I814.--At seven this morning we were in the 
Sound which divides the Isle of Rum from that of Eigg. The 
latter, although hilly and rocky, and traversed by a remark- 
ably high and barren ridge, called Scoor-Rigg, has, in point 
of soil, a much more promismg appearance. Southward of 
both lies the Isle of Sluich, or Muck, a low and fertile island, ' 
and though the least, yet probably the most valuable of the 
three. We man-ned the boat, and rowed along the shore of 
Egg in quest of a cavern, which had been the memorable 
scene of a horrid feudal vengeance. We had rounded more 
than half the island, admixing the entrance of many a bold 
natural cave, which its rocks exhibited, without finding that 
which we sought, until we procured a guide. Nor, indeed, 
was it surprising that it should have escaped the search of 
strangers, as there axe no outward indications more than 
might distinguish the entrance of a fox-earth. This noted 
cave has a very narrow opening, through which one can hardly 
creep on Ms knees and hands. It rises steei> and lofty within, 
and runs into the bowels of the rock to the depth of 255 mea- 
sured feet; the height at the entrance may be about three 
feet, but rises within to eighteen or twenty, and the breadth 
may vary in the same proportion. The rude and stony bot- 
tom of this cave is strewed with the bones of men, women, 


1 See note 2 G p. 478, ante. 


I and children, the sad relics of the a-ncient inhabitants of the 
island, 200 in number, who -wei-e slain on the following occa- 
sion The Mac-Donalds of the Isle of Egg, a people depen- 
dent on Clan-Ranald, had done some injury to the Laird of 
• Mac-Leod. The tradition of the isle says, that it was by a 
personal attack on the chieftain, in which his back was bro- 
ken. But that of the other isles bears, more probably, that 
the injury was offered to two or three of the Mac-Leods, who, 
landing upon Eigg, and using some freedom with the young 
women, were seized by the islanders, bound hand and foot, 
and turned adrift in a boat, which the winds and waves safely- 
conducted to Skye. To avenge the offence given, Mac-Leod 
sailed with such a body of men, as rendered resistance hope- 
less. The natives, fearing his vengeance, concealed them- 
selves in this cavern, and, after a strict search, the Mac- 
Leods went on board their galleys, after doing what mischief 
they could, concluding the inhabitants had left fhe isle, and 
betaken themselves to the Long Island, or some of Clan- 
Ranald’s other possessions. But next morning they espied 
from the vessels a man upon the island, and immediately 
landing again, they traced his retreat by the marks of his foot- 
steps, a light snow being unhappily on the ground. Mac- 
Leod then surrounded the cavern, summoned the subterra- 
nean garrison, and demanded that the individuals who had 
offended him should be delivered up to him. This was per- 
emptorily refused. The chieftain then catised his people to 
divert the course of a rill of water, which, falling over the 
entrance of the cave, would have prevented his purposed 
vengeance. He then kindled at the entrance of the cavern a 
huge fire, composed of turf and fern, and maintained it with 
unrelenting assiduity, until all within were destroyed by suf- 
focation. The date of this dreadful deed must have been re- 
cent, if one may judge from the fresh appearance of those 
relics. I brought off, in spite of the prejudice of our sailors, 
a skull from among the numerous specimens of mortality 
which the cavern a-fibrded. Before re-embarking we visited 
another cave, opening to the sea, but of a character en- 
tirely different, being a large open vault, as high as that of 
a cathedral, and running back a great way into the rock at 
the same height. The height and width of the opening gives 
ample light to the whole. Here, after 1745, when the Catho- 
lic priests were scarcely tolerated, the priest of Eigg used to 
perform the Roman Catholic service, most of the islanders 
being of that persuasion. A huge ledge of rocks rising about 
half-way up one side of the vault, served for altar and pulpit ; 
and the appearance of a priest and Highland congregation in 
such an extraordinary place of worship, might have engaged 
the pencil of Salvator.” 


It would be unparionable to detain the reader upon a v un- 
der so often described, and yet so incapable of being under- 
stood by description. This palace of Neptune is even grander 
upon a second than the first view. The stupendous columns 
which form the sides of the cave, the depth and strength of 
the tide which rolls its deep and heavy swell up to the extre- 
mity of the vault—the variety of the tints formed by white, 
crimson, and yellow stalactites, or petrifactions, which oc- 
cupy the vacancies between the base of the broken pillars 
-which form the roof, and intersect them with a rich, curious, 


Note 2 P. 

fjiai wondrous dome, 

Where, as to shame the temples deck'd 
By skill of earthly architect. 

Nature herself, it seem'd, would raise 
A Minster to her Maker's praise!— P. 435. 
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and variegated chasing, occupying each interstice— the cor- 
responding variety below water, where the ocean rolls over a 
dark-red or violet-coloured rock, from which, as from a base, 
the basaltic columns arise— the tremendous noise of the swell- 
ing tide, mingling with the deep-toned echoes of the vault,— 
are circumstances elsewhere unparalleled. 

Nothing can be more interesting than the varied appear- 
ance of the little archipelago of islets, of which Staffa is the 
most remarkable. This group, called in Gaelic Treshamish, 
afii^rds a thousand varied views to the voyager, as they appear 
in different positions with reference to his course. The va- 
riety of their shape contributes much to the beauty of these 
eliects. 


Note 2 Q. 

Scenes simp hy him idio sings no niortf,— P. 435. 

The ballad, entitled iilacphail of Colonsay, and the Mer- 
maid of Corrievrekin.” [See Border Minstrelsy, vol. iv. p. 
285,] was composed by John Leyden, from a tradition which 
he found while making a tour through the Hebrides about 
1801, soon before his fatal departure for India, where, after 
having made farther progress in Oriental literature than any 
man of letters who had embraced those studies, he died amai- 
tyr to his zeal for knowledge, in the island of Java, immedi- 
ately after the landing of our forces near Batavia, in August 
1811, 


Note 2 R. 

up Tarhat’s western lahe they fjure, 

2'hen dragg'd their lark the isthinus o’er.— P. 43G, 

The peninsula of Cantire is joined to South Knapdale by a 
very narrow isthmus, formed by the western and eastern Loch 
of Tarbat. These two saltwater lakes, or bays, encroach so 
far uj>on the land, and the extremities come so near to each 
other, that there is not above a mile of land to divide them. 

It is not long,” says Pennant, “ since vessels of nine or ten 
tons were drawn by horses out of the west loch into that of the 
east, to avoid the dangers of the Mull of Cantyre, so dreaded 
and so little known was the navigation round that promontory. 
It is the opinion of many, that these little isthmuses, so fre- 
quently styled Tarbat in North Britain, took their name from 
the above circumstance ; Tarruing, signifying to draw, and 
Bata, a boat. This too might be called, by way of pre-emi- 
nence, the Tarbat, from a very singular circumstance related 
by Torfmiis. 'When Magnus, the barefooted king of Norway, 
obtained from Donald-bane of Scotland thd cession of the 
Western Isles, or all those places that could be surrounded in 
a boat, he added to them the peninsula of Cantyre by this 
fraud : he placed himself in the stern of a boat, held the rud- 
der, was drawn over this narrow track, and by this species of 
navigation wrested the country from Hs brother monarch.”— 
PknhAot*s London, , 17£H), p. 19^^ 

But that Bruce also made this passage, although at a period 
two or three years later than in the poem, appears from the 
evidence of Barbour, who mentions also the effect produced 
upon the minds of the Highlanders, from the prophecies cur- 
rent amon^t them : — 


Bot to King Bohert will we gang. 

That we haff left wnspokyn of Jang 
Quhen he had conwoyit to the sc 
His brodyr Eduuard, and his meny«. 

And othyr men off gret noblay. 

To Tatbait thai held thair way, 

In galayis ordanyt for thair far. 

Bot thaim worthyt ^ draw thair schippis thar: 

And a myle u'cs faetuix the seys ; 

Bot that wes lompnyt^ all with treis. 

The King his schippis thar gerts draw. 

And for the wynd couth stoutly blaw 
Apon thair bak, as thai wald ga, 

He gert men rapys and mastis ta. 

And set thaim in the scluppis hey. 

And sayllis to the toppis tey; 

And gert men gang thar by drawand. 

The wynd thaim helpyt, that was blawand ; 

Swa that, in a litill space, 

Thair flote all our drawin was. 

“ And quhen thai, that in the His war, 

Hard tell how the gud King had thar 
Gert hys schippis with saillis ga 
Owt our betuix [the] Tarhart [is] twa, 

Thai war abaysit 5 sa wtrely. 

For thai wyst, throw auld prophecy. 

That he suld gev^ schippis sua 
Betuix thai seis with saillis ga, 

Suld wyne the His sua till hand. 

That nane witli strenth suld him withstriud. 

Tharfor they come all to the King. 

Wes nane withstud his bidding, 

Owtakyn7 Jhone ofLomeallayne. 

Bot weill sone effcxe wes he tayne ; 

And present rycht to the King. 

And thai that war of his leding, 

That till the King had brokyn fay, 8 
War all dede, and destroyit away.” 

BARiiOUR's Bruce, Book x., v. 821. 


Note 2 S. 


The mn, ere yet he sunk behind 
Ben-Ghoil, “ the Mountain of the fFindf 
Gave his grim peaks a greeting kind, 

And bade Loch Banm smile*— ‘‘P. 

Loch Ranza is a beautiful bay, on the northern extremity of 
Arran, opening towards East Tarbat Loch. It is well de- 
scribed by Pennant The approach was magnificent j a fine 
bay in front, about a mile deep, having a ruined castle near 
the lower end, on alow far projecting neck of land, that forms 
another harbour, with a narrow passage ; but within has three 
fathom of water, even at the lowest ebb. Beyond is a little 
plain watered by a stream, and inhabited by the people of a 
small village. The whole is environed with a theatre of moun- 
tains ; and in the background the serrated crags of Grianan- 
Athol soar ahove.’— Pjennant’s Tout to the Western MeSy p. 
191-2. Ben-Ghaoil, **the mountain of the winds,” is generally 
known by its English, and less poetical name, of Goatfield. 



i Were obliged to.— 2 Laid with trees.— 3 Caused.— 4 Could- 


- Confounded.— 6 Make.— 7 Excepting.—® Faith, 
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■^STOTeST. : 

iSaeh io Lnch Manza’s margin spring/ 

That blast am winded bp the P. 437- 

The passage in Barbour> describing the landing of Brace, 
ami bis being recognised by Douglas and those of his followers 
who had preceded him, by the sound of his horn, is in the 
original singularly simple and affecting.—The Mng arrived in 
Arran with thirty-three small row-hoats. He interrogated a 
female if there had arrived any warlike men of late in that 
country. “ Surely, sir,” she replied, I can tell you of many 
who lately came hither, discomfited the English governor, and 
blockaded his castle of Brodick. Thtey maintain themselves 
in a wood at no great distance.” The king, truly conceiving 
that this must be Douglas and his followers, who had lately | 
set forth to try their fortune in Arran, desired the woman to 
conduct him to the wood. She obeyed. 

The king then blew his horn on high j 
And gert hi.s men that were him by. 

Hold them still, and all privy ; 

And syne again his home blew he. 

J am es of D o wgl as h card him blow, 

And at the last alone gan know”, 

And said, * Soothly yon is the king ; 

I know long while since his blowing.’ 

The third time therewithal! he blew. 

And then Sir Bobert Boid it knew ; 

And said, * Yon is the king, but dread. 

Go we forth till him, better speed.’ 

Then went they till the Mng in hye. 

And him inclined courteously. 

And hlithly welcomed them the king, 

And was joyful of their meeting. 

And kissed them ; and speared 1 syne 
How they had fared in hunting ? 

And they him told all, but lesing : 3 
Syne laud they God of their meeting. 

Syne with the king till his harbourye 
Went both joyfu’ and jolly.” 

Bx 1 Rbouk.’s JBruce, Book v., p. 115, 116. 


Note 2 U. 

Ms brother blamed, 

But shared the tceakness, while ashamed. 

With haughty laugh his head he turn'd. 

And daslfd away the tear he scoi'n'd.-~B. 438. 

The kind, and yet fiery character of Edward Bruce, is well 
painted by Barbour, in the account of his behaviour after the 
battle of Baimockbura. Sir Walter Boss, one of the very few 
Scottish nobles who fell in that battle, was so dearly beloved 
by Edward, that he wished the victory had been lost, so Boss 
■■had, lived.. 

Out-taken him, men has not seen 
Where he for any men made moaning.” 

And here the venerable Archdeacon intimates a piece of scan- 


Asked.— 3 Without lying,— 3 Wonder.— ■* Haste.— 5 Laun- 
drosB.-« Child-bed. 


dal. Sir Edward Brace, it seems, loved Boss’s sister, par 
amours, to the neglect of his own lady, sister to David de 
Strathbogie, Earl of Athole. This criminal passion had evil 
consequences; for, in resentment to the affront done to his 
sister, Athole attacked the guard which Bruce had left at 
Cambuskenneth, during the battle of Bannockburn, to protect 
his magazine of provisions, and slew Sir William Keith, the 
commander. For which treason he was forfeited. 

In like manner, when in a sally from Carrickfergus, Neil 
Fleming, and the guards whom ne commanded, had fallen, 
after the protracted resistance which saved the rest of Edward 
Bruce’s army, he made such moan as surprised his followers: 

“ Sic moan he made men had ferly,3 
For he was not customably 
Wont for to moan men any thing, 

Nor would not hear men make moaning.” 

Such are the nice traits of character so often lost in genersd 
history. 


Note 2 Y. ' ' " 

Tlioii heard* st a wretched female plain 
Inagonyoftravaihpain, 

And thou didst bid thy little band 
Upon the instant turn and stand, 

And dare the worst the foe might do, 

Bather than, like a knight untrue, 

Leave to pursuers merciless 
A woman in her last distress.—^. 440. 

This incident, which illustrates so happily the chivalrous 
generosity of Bruce’s character, is one of the many simple and 
natural traits recorded by Barbour. It occurred during the ex- 
pedition which Bruce made to Ireland, to support the preten- 
sions of his brother Edward to the throne of that kingdom. 
Bruce was about to retreat, and his host was arrayed for 
moving. 

“ The king has heard a woman cry, 

He asked what that was in hy.'^ 

* It is the layndar,5 sir,’ sai ane, 

‘ That her child-ill ® right now has ta’en 
And must leave now behind us here. 

Therefore she makes an evil cheer.’ 7 
The Idng said, ‘ Certes,^ it were pity 
That she in that point left should be. 

For certes I trow there is no man 
That he no will rue 9 a woman than.’ 

His hosts all there arested he, 

And gert lo a tent soon stinted 1 1 be, 

And gert her gang in hastily, 

And other women to be her by. 

While she was delivered he bade ; 

And syne forth on his ways rade. 

And how she forth should carried be. 

Or he forth fure,t2 ordained ho. 

This was a full great courtesy, 

That swilk a king and so mighty, 

Gert his men dwell on this manner, 

But for a poor lavender.” 

Barbour’s Bruce, Book xvi. pp. 3£), 40. 


7 Stop.— a Certainly.— £ lity.— m Caused.— Pitched.- 
I® .Moved., 
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Note 2 W. 

O^er eham$ he2^ass*d, tjchcrefraefitres Vkde 
Craved wary eye and ample stride.— V, 443. 

The interior of the island of Arro-n abounds with beautiful 
Highland scenery. The hills, being very rochy and precipi- 
tous, afford some cataracts of great height, though of incon- 
siderable breadth. There is one pass over the river Machrai, 
renowned for the dilemma of a poor woman, who, being 
tempted by the narrowness of the rarine to step across, suc- 
ceeded in making the first movement, but took fright when it 
became necessary to move the other foot, and remained in a 
posture equally ludicrous and dangerous, until some chance 
X)assenger assisted her to extricate herself. It is said she re- 
mained there some hours. 


. Note 2 X. 

Ife cross'd If is Ifrow beside the stone 
Where Druids erst heard viefi ms groan ; 

And at the. camis upon the wild. 

O'er many a heathen hero piled.—'?. 442. 

The isle of Arran, like those of Man and Anglesea, abounds 
with many relics of heathen, and jjrobably Druidical, super- 
stition. There are high erect columns of unhewn stone, the 
most early of all monuments, the circles of rude stones, com- 
monly entitled Druidical, and the cairns, or sepulchral piles, 
within which are usually found urns enclosing ashes. Much 
doubt necessarily rests upon the history of such monuments, 
nor is it possible to consider them as exclusively Celtic or 
Druidical. By much the finest circles of standing stones, ex- 
cepting Stonehege, are those of Stenhouse, at Stennis, in the 
island of Pomona, the principal isle of the Orcades. These, 
of course, are neither Celtic nor Druidical ; and we are assured 
that many circles of the kind occur both in Sweden and Nor- 
way. 


surprised a considerable supply of arms and provisions, a nd 
nearly took the castle itself. Indeed, that they actually did 
so, has been generally averred by historians, although it does 
not appear from the narrative of Barbour. On the contrary, 
it would seem that they took shelter within a fortification of 
the ancient inhabitants, a rampart called Tor an Schian. 
When they were joined by Bruce, it seems probable that they 
had gained Brodick Castle. At least tradition says, that from 
the battlements of the tower he saw the supposed signal-fire 
on Turnberry-nook. . . . The castle is now much modernized, 
but bas a dignified appearance, being surrounded by flourish- 
ing plantations. 


Note 2 Z. 

O/t, too, with imaccusiom'd ears, 
Alanguagemiichimmeethehears.—'?. 443.. 

Barbour, with great simplicity, gives an anecdote, from 
which it would seem that the vice of profane swearing, after- 
wards too general among the Scottish nation, was, at this time, 
confined to military men. As Douglas, after Bruce's return 
to Scotland, was roving about the mountainous country of 
Tweeddale, near the water of Line, he chanced to hear some 
persons in a farm-house say “ the devil.” Concluding, from 
this hardy expression, that the house contained w’arlike guests, 
he immediately assailed it, and had the good fortune to make 
prisoners Thomas Eandolph, afterwards the famous Earl of 
JMurray, and Alexander Stuart, Lord Bonkle. Both were then 
I in the English interest, and had come into that country with 
I the purpose of driving out Douglas. They afterwards ranked 
among Bruce’s most zealous adherents. 


Old Brodick's gothic ioii’ers were seen s 
From Mastliuis, late their English Lord, 

Douglas "had won them hy the sword.—?. 443. 

Brodick or Brath wick Castle, in the Isle of Arran, is an an- 
cient fortress, near an open roadstead called Brodick-Bay, 
aud not far distant from a tolerable harbour, closed in by the 
Island of Lamlash. This important place had been as.sailed a 
sliort time before Bruce’s arrival in the island, James Lord 
Douglas, who accompanied Bruce to his retreat in Bachrine, 
seems, in the spring of 13(16, to have tired of his abode there, 
and set out accordingly, in the phrase of the times, to see 
what adventure Cod would send Idm. Sir Eobert Boyd ac- 
companied him ; and his knowledge of the localities of Arran 
appears to have directed his course thither. They landed in 
the island privatel)', and appear to have laid an ambush for 
Sir John Hastings, the English governor of Bxodwick, and 


Several. 


Note 3 A, 

For, seel the ruddy signal made, 

Thai Clifford, with Ms merry~meh all. 

Guards carelessly our father’s hall.— ?. 443. 

The remarkable circumstances hy which Bruce was induced 
to enter Scotland, under the false idea that a signal-fire was 
lighted upon the shore near his maternal castle of Turnberry 
—the disappointment which he met with, and the train of 
success which arose out of that very disappointment, are too 
curious to be passed over unnoticed. The following is the nar- 
rative of Barbour. The introduction is a favourable specimen 
of his style, which seems to be in some degree the model for 
tbatofGawainDouglas:— 

** This wes in ver,i quhen wynter tid, 

With his blastis hidu^ss to bid, 

I Was our drywyn : and byrdis smale, 

As turturis and the nychtyngale, 

Begouth2 rycht sarielyS to syng ; 

And for to mak in thair singyng 
Swete notis, and sownys ser,* 

And melodys plesand to her. 

And the treis begouth to ma® 

Burgeans,6 and brycht blomys alsu.i^ 

To Avyn the heiyng? off thair hewid, 

5 Make.—® Buds.—* ^ Covering, 
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That wyTckyt vrynlir had thaun rewid.i 
And all gressya beguth to spryng. 

In to that tjme the nobill king, 

With his fiote, and a few nieiiye,s 
Thre iiundyr I trow thai mycht be. 

Is to the se, owte off Arane 
A litill forouth,3 ewyii gane. 

« Thai rowit fast, with all thair mycht. 

Till that apon thaim fell the nycht, 

That wonx myrk^ apon gret manor, 

Swa that thai wyst nocht qnhar thax wer. 

For thai na nedill had, na stane ; 

Bot rowyt alwayis in till ane, 

Sterand all tyme apon the fyr. 

That thai saw brynnarid lycht and schyr.5 
It wes bot auenturS thaim led; 

And they in schort tyme sa thaim sped, 

That at the fyr arywyt thai ; 

And went to land bot mar delay. 

And Cuthbert, that has sene the fyr. 

Was full off angyr, and off ire : 

For he durst noeht do it away ; 

And wes alsixa dowtand ay 
That his lord suld pass to se. 

Tharfor thair cnmmyn waytit he ; 

And met thorn at thair ary wing. 

He wes wele sonc broiicht to the King, 

That speryt at him how he had done. 

And he with sar hart tatild him sone, 

How that he fand nane weill luffand ; 

Bot all war fayis, that he fand : 

And that the lord the Persy, 

With ner thre hnndre in cumpany, 

Was in the castell thar hesid, 

Pullfillyt off dispyt and prid. 

Bot ma than twa partis off his rowt 
War herheryt in the tonne without ; 

‘ And dyspytyt yow mar, Schir King, 

Than men may dispyt ony thing.’ 

Than said the King, in full gret ire ; 

* Tratour, qnhy maid tho w than the fyr ? *■— 

* A ! Schyr,’ said he, * sa God mo se 1 
The fyr wes novrjr maid for mo, 

Na, or the nycht, I wyst it nocht ; 

Bot fra I wyst it, weill I thocht 
That ye, and haly your menye. 

In hy 7 suld put yow to the se. 

For thi I cum to mete yow her. 

To tell percllys that may aper.’ 

“ The King wes off his spek angry. 

And askyt his prywe men, in hy, 

Quhat at thaim thoncht wes best to do. 
Schyr Edward fryst answert thar to, 

Hys brodyr that wes swa hardy, 

And said : ‘ I saw yow sekyriy 
Thar sail na porcll, that may be, 

Dryve me eftsonysS to the se. 

Myne anentnr her tak will I, 

Quhethir it he esfull or angry.’-— 

* Brothyr,’ he said, * sen thou will sua, 

It is gude that we sarayn ta 

Dissese or ese, or payne or play, 

Eftyr as God will ws puxway.® 

And sen men sayis that the Persy 
Myn heretage will occupy ; 


I BereaTed.— 2 Men.-^s Before . — * Dark.— Clear. — ® Ad- 
venture,— 7 Haste. 


And his menye sa nor ws iyls, 

That ws dispytis mony vryss ; ^ 

Ga we and wenge ^0 sum off the dispyt** 

And that may we haiff done alss tite *, ^ ^ 

For thai ly traistly,i2 hut dreding 
Off ws, or off our her cumrayng. 

And thoncht we slepand slew thaim all, 

Eepmff tharof na man sail. 

For werrayour na forss suld ma, 

Quhethir lie mycht ourcom his fa 
Throw strenth, or throw suteltd ; 

Bot that gud faith ay haldyn be.’ ” 

Barbour’s Bruce, Book iv., v. 1. 


Notes B. 

Now ask you ii'l'cnce that wonrJrons Ihjld, 

fVIwse fairy ffifjU' h'nuUcd their sigldf— 

It ne'er iras F. 445. 

The following are the words of an ingenious correspondent, 
to whom I am obliged for much information respecting Turn- 
berry and its neighbourhood. “ The only tradition now re- 
membered of the landing of Robert the Bruce in Carrick, re- 
lates to the fire seen hy him from the Isle of Airan. It is still 
generally reported, and religiously believed by many, that 
this fire was really the work of supernatural power, unassisted 
by the hand of any mortal being ; and it is said, that, for se- 
veral centuries, the flame rose yearly on the same hour of the 
same night of the year, on which the king first saw it from the 
turrets of Brodick Castle ; and some go so far as to say, that 
if the exact time were known, it would he still seen. That 
this superstitious notion is very ancient, is evident from tho 
place where the fire is said to have appeared, being called the 
Bogles’ Brae, beyond the remembrance of man. In support of 
this curious belief, it is said that the practice of burning heath 
for the improvement of land was then nnknown ; that a 
spnnkie (Jack o’lanthorn) could not have been seen across the 
breadth of the Forth of Clyde, between Ayrshire and Arran; 
and that the courier of Bruce was his kinsman, and never sus- 
pected of treachery.”— Letter from Mr. Joseph Train, of New- 
ton Stnart, author of an ingenious Collection of Poems, illus- 
trath’e of many ancient Traditions in Gallo w’ay and Ap'shire, 
Edinburgh, 1814. [Mr. Train made a journey into Ayrshire at 
Sir Walter Scott’s request, on purpose to collect accurate in- 
formation for the Notes to this i)Oein ; and the reader will 
find more of the fruits of his labours in Note 3 D. This is 
the same gentleman whose friendly assistance is so often ac- 
knowledged in the Notes and Introductions of the Waverley 
Novels.] 


Note 3 C. 

They gain'd the Chase, a wide dennain 
Left for the Castle's silvan reign. — P. 445. 

The Castle of Tumherry, on the coast of Ayrshire, was the 
property of Robert Bruce, in right of Ms mother. Lord Hailes 


8 Soon after.— 9 Prepare.— to Avenge.— ri Quickly.— to Con- 
fidently* 



1 Sir Walter Scott had misread Mr. Train’s MS., wliicli gave of the royal foundation described beloTV. Mr. Train’s kind- 
aot King’s Ease, but King's Case, i. e. Casa Ikgis, the name ness enables the Editor to make this correction.— liS.'?. 
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mentions the following remarkable circumstance concerning 
the mode in which he became proprietor of it:—** Martha, 
Countess of Garrick in her own right, the wife of Robert 
Bruce, Lord of Annandale, bare him a son, afterwards Robert 
L (11th July, 1274.} The circumstances of her marriage were 
singular: happening to meet Robert Bruce in her domains, 
she became enamoured of him, and with some violence led him 
to her castle of Turnherry. A few days after she married him, 
without the knowledge of the relations of either party, and 
without the requisite consent of the king. The king instantly 
seized her castle and whole estates : She afterwards atoned 
by a fine for her feudal delinquency. Little did Alexander 
foresee, that, from this union, the restorer of the Scottish mo- 
narchy was to sake Annals of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 180. 
Tlic same obliging correspondent, whom I have quoted in the 
preceding note, gives me the following account of the imesent 
state of the ruins of Turnberry i— “ Tumberry Point is a rock 
projecting into the sea ; the top of it is about eighteen feet 
above high-water mark. Upon this rock was built the castle. 
There is about twenty-five feet high of the wall next to the 
sea yet standing. Upon the land-side the w'all is only about 
four feet high; the length has been sixty feet, and the breadth 
forty-five ; It was surrounded by a ditch, but that is now near- 
ly filled up. The top of the ruin, rising between forty and 
fifty feet above the water, has a majestic appearance from the 
sea. There is not much local tradition in the vicinity con- 
nected with Bruce or his history. In front, however, of the 
rock, upon which Stands Culzean Castle, is the mouth of a 
romantic cavern, called the Cove of Colean, in which it is said 
Bruce and his followers concealed themselves immediately 
after landing, till they arranged matters for their farther en- 
terprises. Burns mentions it in the poem of Hallowe’en. The 
only place to the south of Turnberry worth mentioning, with 
reference to Bruce’s history, is the Weary Nuik, a little ro- 
mantic green hill, where he and his party are said to have 
rested, after assaulting the castle.** 

Around the Castle of Turnberry was a level plain of about 
two miles in extent, forming the castle park. There could be 
nothing, I am informed, more beautiful than the copsewmod 
and verdure of this extensive meadow, before it was invaded 
by the ploughshare. 


The Bruce hath won Ms father's 449. 

I have followed the flattering and pleasing tradition, that the 
Bruce, after his descent upon the coast of Ayrshire, actually 
gained possession of his maternal castle. But the tradition is 
not accurate. The fact is, that lie was only strong enough to 
alarm and drive in the outposts of the English garrison, then 
commanded, not by Clifford, as assumed in the text, but by 
Percy. Neither was Clifford slain upon this occasion, though 
he had several skirmishes with Bruce. He fell afterwards in 
the battle of Bannockburn. Bruce, after alarming the castle 
of Turnberry, and surprising some part of the garrison, who 
were quartered without the walls of the fortress, retreated 
into the mountainous part of Garrick, and there made himself 
so strong, that the English were obliged to evacuate Turn- 
berry, and at length the Castle of Ayr. Many of his benefac- 
tions and royal gifts attest his attachment to the hereditary 
followers of his house, in this part of the country. 

It is generally known that Bruce, in consequence of his dis- 


tresses after the battle of Methven, was affected by a xific 
disorder, which was then called a leprosy. It is said he expe- 
rienced benefit from the use of a medicinal spring, about a 
mile north of the town of Ayr, called from that circumstance 
King’s Ease.^ The following is the tradition of the country, 
collected by Mr. Train :— ** After Robert ascended the throne, 
he founded the priory of Dominican monks, every one of whom 
was under the obligation of putting up to Heaven a prayer once 
every week-day, and twice in holydays, for the recovery of the 
king ; and, after his death, these masses were continued for 
the saving of his soul. The ruin.s of this old monastery are 
now nearly level with the ground. Robert likewise caused 
houses to be built round the well of King’s Case, for eight 
lepers, and allowed eight bolls of oatmeal, and «€28 Scotch 
money, per annum, to each person. These donations were laid 
upon the lands of Fullarton, and are now payable by the Duke 
of Portland. The farm of Shiels, in the neighbourhood of 
Ayr, has to give, if required, a certain quantity of straw for the 
lepers* beds, and so much to thatch their houses annually. 
Each leprous person had a drinking-horn prorided him by the 
king, which continued to be hereditary in the house to which 
it was first granted. One of those identical horns, of very 
curious workmanship, was in the possession of the late Colonel 
Fullarton of that Ilk.” 

My correspondent proceeds to mention some curious rem- 
nants of antiquity respecting this foundation. “ In compli- 
ment to Sir William Wallace, the great deliverer of his couu- 
; try, King Robert Bruce invested the descendants of that hero 
I with the right of placing’all the lepers upon the establishment 
of King’s Case. This patronage continued in the family of 
Craigie, till it was sold along with the lands of the late Sir 
Thomas Wallace. The burgh of Ayr then purchased the right 
of applying the donations of King’s Case to the support of tlie 
poor-house of Ayr. The lepers’ charter-stone was a basaltic 
block, exactly the shape of a sheep's kidney, and weighing an 
Ayrshire boll of meal. The surface of this stone being as 
smooth as glass, there was not any other way of lifting it than 
by turning the hollow to the gi'ound, there extending the arms 
along each side of the stone, and clasping the hands in the 
cavity. Y oung lads were always considered as deserving to be 
ranked among men, when they could lift the blue stone ot 
Xing’s Case. It always lay beside the w'ell, till a few years 
ago, when some English dragoons encamped at that place 
wantonly broke it, since which the fragments have been kept 
by the freemen of Prestwick in a place of security. There is 
one of these charter-stones at the village of Old Daily in Car- 
rick, which has become more celebrated by the following 
event, which happened only a few years ago : — The village of 
New Daily being now larger than the old place of the same 
name, the inhabitants insisted that the chartor-stouc should 
be removed from the old town to the new, but the people of Old - 
Daily were un willing to part with their ancient right. Demands 
and remonstrances vvere made on each side without effect, till at 
last man, woman, andchild, of both villages, marchedoutandby 
one desperate engagement put an end to a war, the commence- 
ment of which no person then living remembered. Justice 
and victory, in this instance, being of the same party, the vil- 
lagers of the old town of Daily now enjoy the pleasure of keep 
ing the unmolested. Ideal privileges are often at- 

tached to some of these stones. In Girvan, if a man can set 
his back against one of the above description, he is supposed 
not liable to be arrested for debt, nor can cattle, it is imagined, 
be poinded as long as they are fastened to the same stone. 
That stones were often used as symbols to denote the right of 
possessing land, before the use of written documents became 
general in Scotland, is, I think, exceedingly probable. The 
charter-stone of Inverness is still kept with great care, set in a 
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fTivrne, and hooped vritli iron, at the market-place of that, 
town. It is called by tlie juhabitants of that district Clack na 
Conddin. I think it is very likely that Carey has mentioned 
this stone in his poem of Craig Pliadcrick. This is only a enn- 
jccttire, as I have never seen that work. WhilC'the famous 
marhle chair was allowed to remain at Scoon, it was con- 
sidered as the charter-stone of the kingdom of Scotland.” 


Note 3 E. 

“ Bnnp Iprc" lie said, ‘‘ the mazers four. 

My vohk fathers Toml of ?;or‘e.”— P. 44D. 

These mazers were large drinking-cups, or gohlets. Men- 
tion of them occurs in a curious inventory of the treasure and 
jewels of James III., which will be published, witli other 
curious documents of antiquity, by my friend, Mr. Thomas 
Thomson, I). Register of Scotland, under the title of “ A Col- 
lection of Inventories, and other Records of the Royal Ward- 
robe, Jewel-House,” &c. I copy the passage in which mention 
is made of the mazers, and also of a habiliment, called “ King 
Robert Bruce’s serk,” i. e. shirt, meaning, perhaps., his shirt 
of mail ; although no other arms are mentioned in the inven- 
tory. It might have been a relic of more sanctified description, 
a penance sliirt perhaps. 

Extract from “ Invenfarc ofane Parte of the Gold and Silver 
conyeii and unconyeit, Jowdlis, and uther Slafperteining to 
Zfmqukik ours Soverane Lords Fader, that liehad in Dipois 
the Tyme of his Deceis, and that come to ike Sandis of oure 
Soverane Lord that now is, m.cccc.lxxxv[ii.” 

“ Memorandum fundin in a bandit kist like a gardeviantj^ 
in the fyrst the grete chenye 2 of gold, contenand sevin score 
sex'linkis. 

Item, thre platis of silver. 

Jtm, tuelf saifatis.3 

Item, fyfteue discheis^ ouregilt. 

/tow, a grete gilt plate. 

Item, twa grete bassingis 5 ouregilt. 

Item, FOUR Masaris, called Kix’G Rohert the Bnocis, 
with a cover. 

Item, a grete cok maid of silver. 

Item, the heclc of silver of ane of the coveris of masar. 

Item, a fare dialle.o 
Item, twa kasis of knyffis.? 

Item, a pare of auld kniifis. 

lictn, takin bethesmyth that opinnit thelokids, in gold fourty 
demyis. 

Item, in Inglys grotis 8-- xxiiii. li. and the said silver 

given again to the takaris of hym. 

Item, ressavit in the clossat of Davidistour, ane haly wator-fat 
of silver, twa boxis, a cageat tume, a glas with rois-water, 
adosoune of torchis, King Robert Bbucis Serk.” 

The real use of the antiquarian’s studiis is to bring the 
minute mfonnation which he collects to >: ear upon points of 
history. For example, in the inventory 1 lave just quoted, 
there is given the contents of the hlaeic kisl or chest, helong- 
ing to James IIL, which was his strong boj and contained a 
quantity of treasure, in money and jewels surpassing what 
might have been at the yieriod expected of poor Scotland’s 


i Gard-vin, or wine-cooler.— -S Chain.— » Salt-cellars, an- 
ciently the object of much curious workmanship. 


gear.” This illnsi rates and authenticates a striking passage 
in the history of the house of Douglas, hyJ-Iume of Godscroft. 
The last Earl of Douglas (of the elder branch) had been re- 
duced to monastic seclusion in the Abbey of Lindores, by 
James II. James III., in his distresses, would willingly have 
recalled him to public life, and made him his lieutenant. But 
he,” says Godscroft, laden with years and old ago, and 
weary of troubles, refused, saying. Sir, you have keept meo, 
and your black coffer in Sterling, too long, neither of us can 
doe you any good : I, because my friends have forsaken me, 
and my followers and dependers are fallen from me, betaking 
themselves to other masters ; and your black trunk is too farre 
from you, and your enemies are between you and it : or (as 
others say) because there was in it a sort of black coync, that 
the king had caused to he coyned by the advice of his cour- 
tiers ; which moncyes (saith he) sir, if you had put out at the 
first, the people would have taken it ; and if you had employed 
mee in due time I might have done you service. But now 
there is none tliat will take notice of me, nor meddle with 
your money.”— Hume’s History of the House of Douglas, fob 
Edin. 1(144, p. 206. 


Note 3 P. 

Ai’oitse old friends, and gather new.—P. 449. 

As soon as it was known in Kyle, says ancient tradition, 
that Robert Bruce had landed in Garrick, with the intention 
of recovering the crown of Scotland, the Laird of Craigie, and 
forty-eight men in his immediate neighbourhood, declared in 
favour of their legitimate prince. Bruce granted them a tract 
of land, still retained by the freemen of Newton to this day 
The original charter was lost w'hen the pestilence was raging 
at Ayr; but it was renewed by one of the Jameses, and is dat- 
ed at Eaulkland. The freemen of Newton were formerly offi- 
cers by rotation. The Provost of Ayr at one time w'as a free- 
man of Newton, and it happened to be his tuni, while pro- 
vost in Ayr," to be officer in Newton, both of which offices he 
discharged at tlie same time. 

The forest of Selkirk, or Ettrick, at this period, occupied all 
the district which retains that denomination, and embraced 
the neighbouring dales of Tweeddale, and at least the Upper 
Ward of Clydesdale. All that tract w-as probably as waste as 
it is mountainous, and covered with the remains of the ancient 
Caledonian Forest, whicli is supposed to have stretched from 
Cheviot Hills as far as Hamilton, and to have comprehended 
even a part of Ayrshire. At the fatal battle of Falkirk, Sir 
John Stewart of Bonkill, brother to the Steward of Scotland, 
commanded the archers of Selkirk Forest, who fell around the 
dead body of their leader. The English historians have com- 
memorated the tall and stately persons, as well as the un- 
sw'crvdng faith, of these foresters. Nor has their interesting 
fall escaped the notice of an elegant modern poetess, whose 
subject led her to treat of that calamitous engagement 

The glance of the morn had sparkled bright 
On their plumage green and their actons light ; 

The bugle was strung at each hunter’s side, 

As they had been hound to the chase to ride ; 

But the bugle is mute, and, the shafts are spent 
The arm unnerved and the bow unbent, 

And the tired forester is laid 
Far, far from the clustering greenwood shade I 


* Dishes. -6 Basins.— ^ Dial.— -7 Cases of knives.— ^ English 
groats. 



APPENDIX TO THE LORD OF THE ISLES 


JSOTO liave they toil’d— they are fallen asleep, 

And their sluniber is heavy, and dull, and deep! 

When over their bones the grass shall wave. 

When the wild winds over their tombs shall rave, 
Memory shall lean on their graves, and tell 
How Selkirk’s hunters bold around old Stewart fell ! ” 
Wallace, or the Fight of Falkirk, [by Afiss 
Holford.] Lond. 4to, 1809, pp. 170-1. 


county : so hoping to draw forth the captain by that bait, and 
either to take him or the castle, or both Neither was this 
expectation frustrated, for the captain did bite, and came 
forth to have taken this victual (as he supposed.) But ere he 
could reach these carriers, Sir James, with his company, had 
gotten between tliC castle and him ; and these disguised car- 
riers, seeing the captain following after them, did quickly 
cast off their sacks, mounted themselves on horseback, and 
met the captain with a sharp encounter, being so much the 
more amazed, as it was unlocked for: wherefore, when he 
saw these carriers metamorphosed into warj-iors, and ready 
to assault him, fearing that which was, that there was some 
train laid for them, he turned about to have retired to his 
castle, but there he also met with his enemies ; between 
which two companies he and his whole followers were slam, 
so that none escaped ; the captain afterwards being searched, 
they found (as it is reported) his mistress's letter about him.’ 
—Hume’s HiMory of the JSousc of DoiiglaSyM. pi>. 29, 30. i 


n'henBriwishanmr had I'lctorloitii flow'd. 

O'er Loudoun's niou 7 itain, and in X7rfs mZe.—P. 450. 

The first important advantage gained by Brace, after land- 
ing at Turnberry, was over Ayrner de Valence, Earl of Pem- 
broke, the same by whom he had been defeated near Meth- 
ven. They met, as has been said, by appointment, at Lou- 
donhill, in the west of Scotland. Pembroke sustained a de- 
feat ; and from that time Bruce was at the head of a consider- 
able fiying army. Yet he was subsequently obliged to re- 
treat into Aberdeenshire, and was there assailed by Comyn, 
Earl of Buchan, desirous to avenge the death of his relative, 
the Red Comyn, and supported by a body of English troops 
under Philip de Moubray. Bruce was ill at the time of a scro- 
fulous disorder, but took horse to meet his enemies, although 
obliged to be supported on either side. He vvas victorious, 
and it is said -that the agitation of his spirits restored his 
health. 


Andfier-y Edward routed stout St John.—T?. 450. 

“ John de St. John, with 15,000 horsemen, had advanced 
to oppose the inroad of the Scots. By a forced march he en- 
deavoured to surprise them, but intelligence of his motions 
was timeously received. The courage of Edward Bruce, ap- 
proaching to temerity, frequently enabled him to achieve 
what men of more judicious valour would never have attempt- 
ed. He ordered the infantry, and the meaner sort of his 
army, to intrench themselves in strong narrow ground. He 
himself, with fifty horsemen well harnessed, issued forth un- 
dercover of a thick mist, surprised the English on their march, 
attacked and dispersed them.”— Dalrymple’s Annals of 
Scotland, quarto, Edinburgh, 1779, p. 25. 


Note 3 H. 


PFken English blood oft deluged Eouglas-dalc.—'P. 450. 

The **good Lord James of Douglas,” during these commo- 
tions, often took from the English his own castle of Douglas, 
but being unable to garrison it, contented himself with de- 
stroying the fortifications, and retiring into the mountains. 
As a reward to his patriotism, it is said to have been prophe- 
.sied, that how often soever Douglas Castle should be destroy- 
ed, it should always again arise more magnificent from its 
ruins. Upon one of these occasions he used fearful cruelty, 
causing all the store of provisions, which the English had laid 
up in his castle, to be heaped together, bursting the wine and 
beer casks among the wheat and fiour, slaughtering the cattle 
upon the same spot, and upon the top of the whole cutting the 
throats of th o English prison ers. This pleasantry of the “ good 
Lord James ” is commemorated under the name of the Doug- 
las's Larder. A more pleasing tale of chivalry is recorded by 
Codscroft. — “ By this means, and such other exploits, he so 
atfrighted the enemy, that it was counted a matter of great 
jeopardie to keep this castle, which began to be called the 
advc7iiuroi(S (or hazardous) Castle of Douglas; whereupon Sir 
John Walton being in suit of an English lady, she wrote to 
him, that wdien he had kept the , adventurous Castle of Dou- 
glas seven years, then he might think himself worthy to be a 
suitor to her- Upon this occasion Walton took upon him the 
keeping of it, and succeeded to Thruswall, but he ran the 
same fortune with the rest that -were before him. For Sir 
James, having first dressed an ambuseado near unto the place, 
he made fourteen of his men take so many sacks, and fill 
them witli grass, as though it had been corn, 'which they car- 
ried in the way to Lanark, the chief market town in that 


Note S K. 


JVhm BandolpKs war-cry swell' d the southern gale.--'P. 450. 

Thomas Randolph, Bruce’s sister’s son, a renowned Scottish 
chief, was in the early part of his life not more remarkable for 
consistency than Bruce hiriiself. He espoused his uncle’s 
party when Bruce first assumed the crown, and was made 
prisoner at the fatal battle of Methven,in which his relative’s 
hopes appeared to be ruined. Randolph accordingly not only 
submitted to the English, but took an active part against 
Bruce ; appeared in arms against him ; and, in the skirmish 
where he was so closely pursued by the bloodhound, it is said 
his nephew took his standard with his own hand. But Ran- 
dolph was afterwards made prisoner hy Douglas in Twecddale, 
and brought before King Robert. Some harsh language -was 
exchanged between the uncle and nephew, and the latter wus 
committed for a time to close custody. Afterwards, however, 
they were reconciled, and Randolph was created E&rl of Mo- 
ray about 1312. After this period he eminently distinguished 
himself, first by the surprise of Edinburgh Castle, and after- 
wards by many similar enterprises, conducted with equal cou- 
rage and ability. 


t This is the foundation of the Author’s last romance, CastSi 
Da.n 9 er 011 s.-~iE.ji. 
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Note 3 L. 

^Slirli»g'’s tmeers, 

Bekamicr’cJ bi/ King Roberta poicers 
Jndthcif took tertn of truce,’— 

When a long train of success, actively improved hy Bobert 
Bruce, had made him master of almost all Scotland, Stirling 
Castle continued to hold out. The care of the blockade was 
committed by the king to his brother Edward, who concluded 
a treaty with Sir Philip Mowbray, the governor, that he should 
surrender the fortress, if it were not succoured by the King 
of England before St. John the Baptist’s day. The King se- 
verely blamed his brother for the impolicy of a treaty, which 
gave time to the King of England to advance to the relief of 
the castle with all his assembled forces, and obliged himself 
either to meet them in battle with an inferior force, or to re- 
treat with dishonour. “ Let all England come,” answered 
the reckless Edward ; ** vre will fight them were they more.” 
The consequence was, of course, that each kingdom mustered 
its strength for the expected battle ; and as the space agreed 
upon reached from Lent to Midsummer, full time was allowed 
for that purpose. 


Note 3 M. 

To summon prince and pecTf 
At Bmoick-boiinds to meet their Liege,— J?, 4S0, 

Tliere is printed in Eymer's Fcedera the summons issued 
upon this occasion to the sheriff of York; and he mentions 
eighteen other persons to whom similar ordinances were 
issued. It seems to respect the infantry alone, for it is en- 
titled, Bepeditibus ad recussinn Castri de Strgvelin a Scoiis 
obsessi^ properare faciendis. This circumstance is also clear 
from the reasoning of the writ, which states; “We have 
understood that our Scottish enemies and rebels are endea- 
vouring to collect as strong a fcirce as possible of infantry, in 
strong and marshy grounds, where the approach of cavalry 
would be difficult, between us and the castle of Stirling.”— 
It then sets forth Iji^Iowbray’s agreement to surrender the cas- 
tle, if not relieved before St. John the Baptist's day, and the 
king’s determination, with divine grace, to raise the siege. 
“Therefore,” the summons further bears, to remove our 
said enemies and rebels from such places as above mentioned, 
it is necessary for us to have a strong force of infantry fit for 
arms.” And accordingly the sheriff of York is commanded 
to equip and send forth a body of four thousand infantry, to 
to be assembled at Werk, upon the tenth day of June first, 
under pain of the royal displeasure, &c. 


Note 3 N. 

Ami Cambria, bid of late subdued, 

Sent forih her mmntam-multitude.—V. 450. 

Edward the First, with the usual policy of a conqueror, 
employed the Welsh, whom he had subdued, to assist him in 
his Scottish wars, for which their habits, as mountaineers, 
particularly fitted them. But this policy was not without its 
risks. Previous to the battle of Falkirk, the Welsh quarrel- 
led with the English men-at-arms, and after bloodshed on 
both parts, separated themselves from his army, and the feud 
between them, at so dangerous and critical a juncture, was 


reconciled with difficulty. Edward II. followed his father’s 
example in this particular, and with no better success. They 
could not be brought to exert themselves in the cause of their 
conquerors. But they had an indifferent reward for their for- 
bearance. Without arms, and clad only in scanty dresses of 
linen cloth, they appeared naked in the eyes even of the Scot- 
tish peasantry; and after the rout of Bannockburn, were 
massacred by them in great numbers, as they retired in con^ 
fusion towards their own country. They were under com- 
mand of Sir Maurice de Berkeley. 


Note 3 0. 

And CmnogM pour'd frmi waste and wood 
Ber hundred tribes, whose sctpb'e rude 
Bark Eth O'Connor swafd.-~l?. 450. 

There is in the Fcndera an invitation to Eth O’Connor, chief 
of the Irish of Connaught, setting forth that the king was 
about to move against his Scottish rebels, and therefore re- 
questing the attendance of all the force he could muster, 
either commanded by himself in person, or by some noble- 
man of his race. These auxiliaries were to he commanded by 
Richard de Burgh, Earl of Ulster. Similar mandates were 
issued to the following Irish chiefs, wha.se names may asto- 
nish the unlearned, and amuse the antiquary. 

** Eth 0 Donnuld, Duci Hibernicorum de Tyconil ; 

Bemod 0 Kahan, Dud Hibernicorum do Feriietrew; 

Doneval 0 Neel, Dud Hibernicorum de Tryowyn ; 

Neel Macbxeen, Duel Hiberniconim de Kynallewau ; 

Eth. Offyn, Dud Hibernicorum de Turtery; 

Admely Mac Anegus, Dud Hibernicorum de Onehagh , 

Neel 0 Hanlan, Duci Hibernicorum de Erthere ; 

Bien Mac Mahun, Duci Hibernicorum de Uriel ; 

Lauercagh Mac Wyr, Duci Hibernicorum de Lougherin ; 

Gillys 0 Railly, Duci Hibernicorum de Bresfeny ; 

Geffrey 0 Fergy, Dud Hibernicorum de Montiragwil ; 

Felyn 0 Honughur, Duci Hibernicorum de Connach ; 

Donethuth 0 Bien, Duci Hibernicorum de Tothmund ; 

Dermod Mac Arthy, Duci Hibernicorum de Dessemound; 

Denenol Carbragh ; 

Maur. Kenenagh Mac Murgh ; 

Murghugh 0 Bryn ; 

David 0 Tothvill ; 

Dermod 0 Tonoghur, Doffaly ; 

Fyn 0 Dymsy ; 

Souethuth Mac Gillephatrick ; 

lyssagh 0 Morth ; 

Gilbextus Ekelly, Duci Hibernicorum de Omany ; 

Mac Ethelau; 

Omalan Helyn, Duci Hibernicorum Midie.” 

Rymer’s Feeder a, vol. iii., pp. 470, 477. 


■■■ Note 3 P. 

Their cMej, Fitz~Louis.—V. 

Fitz-Louis, or Mac-Louis, otherwise called Fullarton, ssa 
family of ancient descent in the Isle of Airraji. They are 
said to be of French origin, as the name intimates. They at- 
tached themselves to Bruce upon his first landing ; and Fer- 
gus Mac-Louis, or Fullarton, received from the grateful mo- 
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The only objection to the hypothesis above ]ai(3 down, is, that 
the left fiank of Bruce’s army was thereby exposed to a sally 
But, lat, the garrison wore 


siareb a charter, dated 26th November, in the second year of 
his reign (1307), for the lands of Kilmichel, and others, which 
still remain in this very ancient and respectable family. 


from the garrison of Stirling, 
bound to neutrality by terms of Mowbray’s treaty ; and Bar- 
bour even seems to censure, as a breach of faith, some secret 
assistance which they rendered their countrymen upon the 
eve of battle, in placing temporary bridges of doors and spars 
over the pools of water in the carse, to enable them to ad- 
vance to the charge. ‘ 2dly, Had this not been the case, the 
strength of the garriscn was probably not sufficient to excite 
apprehension. 3dly, The adverse hypothesis leaves the rear 
of the Scottish army as much exposed to the Stirling garrison, 
as the left fiank would be in the case supposed. 

It only remains to notice the nature of the ground in front 
of Bruce’s line of battle. Being part of a park, or chase, it 
w'as considerably interrupted with trees ; and an extensive 
marsh, still visible, in some places rendered it inaccessible, 
and in all of difficult approach. More to the northward, 
where the natural impediments were fevrer, Bruce fortified 
his position against cavalry, by digging a number of pits so 
close together, says Barbour, as to resemble the cells in a 
honey-comb. They were a foot in breadth, and between tw'o 
and three feet deep, many rows of them being placed one be- 
hind the other. They were slightly covered with brushwood and 
green sods, so as not to he obvious to an impetuous enemy. 

All the Scottish army were on foot, excepting a select body 
of cavalry stationed with Edward Bruce on the right wing, 
under the immediate command of Sir Robert Keith, the Mar- 
shal of Scotland, who were destined for the important ser- 
vice of charging and dispersing the English archers. 

Thus judiciously posted, in a situation fortified both by art 
t and nature, Bruce awaited the attack of the English, 


Note 3 Q. 


In tattles four haieath their eye, 

The forces of King Robert 452. 


Beyond, the Southern host appears.— ■'P. 452. 

Upon the 23d June, 1314, the alarm reached the Scottish 
army of the approach of the enemy. Douglas and the Mar- 
shal were sent to reconnoitre with a body of cavalry ; 


And soon the great host have they seen, 

Where shields shining were so sheen, 

And basinets burnished bright. 

That gave against the sun great light. 

They saw so fele 2 brawdyne ^ haners. 

Standards and pennons and spears 
And so fele knights upon steeds. 

All flaming in their weeds. 

And so fele bataills, and so broad, 

And too so great room as they rode, 

That the maist host, and the stoutest 
Of Christendom, and the gi-eatest, 

Should be abaysit for to see 
Their foes into such quantity.” 

Tlte Bruce, vol. ii. p. 111. 


The two Scottish commanders were cautious in the account 
which they brought hack to their camp. To the king in pri- 
vate they told the formidable state of the enemy ; but in 
public reported that the English were indeed a numerous 
host, but ill commanded, and \Yorse disciplined. 


without coming to an action, and moving on to the relief of 
Stirling. And the Gillies’ Hill, if this less probable hypothe- 
sis be adopted, would be situated, not in the rear, as allowed 
by all the historians, but upon the left flank of Bruce’s array. 


east ; since, had their march been due north, the whole Scot- 
tish army must have been between them and the garrison. 

2 Many. 2 Displayed. 


i An assistance which (by the way) could not have been 
rendered, had not the English approached from the south- 
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iNOXE 3 B. 

TF'Uli these the ralkml of the Isles 

Beneath Ikelr chie/iains 7'ajik'd their files*--V, 452. 

Tlie men of Argyle, the islanders, and the Highlanders in 
general, vrere ranked in the rear. They must have been nu- 
merous, for Bruce had reconciled himself vrith almost all 
their chieftains, excepting the obnoxious MacDougals of Lorn. 
The following deed, containing the submission of the potent 
Earl of Ross to the King, was never before published. It is 
dated in the third year of Robert’s reign, that is, 1309. 

Obligacio Comttis Rossbnsis per Homagiitm Fideuita- 

, TEM ET SCRIPTUM. 

“ Universis christi fidelibiis ad quorum noticiam presentes 
litere peruenerint Willielmms Gomes de Boss salutein in do- 
mino sempitemam. Quia magnilicas princeps Dominus Ro- 
bertas dei gracia Rex Scottorum Dominus meus ex innata 
sibi honitatc, inspirataque clemeneia, et gracia speciali remisit 
michi pure rancorem animi sui, et relaxauit ac condonauit 
michi omnimodas transgressiones seu otFensas contra ipsum et 
suos per me et nieos vsque ad confeccionem literarum pre- 
sencium perpetratas : Et terras meas et tenementamea omnia 
graciosc concessit, Et me nichilominus de terra de Dingwal 
et femcroskry infra coraitatum de Suthyrland de benigna li- 
beralitate sua heriditarie itifoodare carauit. Ego tantam prin- 
ci]>is beneuolenciam efficaciter attendens, et pro tot graciis 
michi factis, vicem sibi gratitudinis meis pro viribus de cetero 

digue - vite cupiens exhibere, subieio 

et oblige me et heredes meos et homines meos vniuersos dicto 

Domino meo Regi per omnia - erga 

suam regiam dignitatem, quod erimus de cetero fideles sibi et 
heredibus suis et fid ele sibi semicium auxilium et concilium 
. „ , ^ - - - - - « - - - - contra omnes homines et feminasqui 
vivere poterint aut mori, et super b - - - Ego WiUieimus pro 


me------- hominibus meis vnxuersis dicto 

domino meo Regi --------- manibus bomagium sponte 


feci et super dei ewangelia sacramentum prestiti 

-------In quorum omnium testimonium sigillum meum, 

et sigilla Huponis filii et heredis et Johannis filii meivua cum 
siglllis venerabilium patrum Dominorum Dauid et Thome Mo- 
ra viensis ct Rossensis dei gracia episcoporum presentibus Ute- 
ris sunt apponsa. Acta scripta et data apud Aldern in Mo- 
rania vltimo die mensis Octobris, Anno Regni dicti domini 
nostri Regis Roberti Tertio. Testibus venerabilibus patribus 
snpraclictis, Domino Bernardo Cancellario Regis, Dominis 
Williolmo deHaya, Johanne de Striuelyn,‘WillielmoWysmau, 
Johanne de Ffenton, Dauid del^erkeley, etWaltero de Berke- 
ley militibus, magistro Waltero Heroc, Deeano ecclesie Mora- 
uie, magistro tYilliclmo de Creswel eiusdem ecclesie pre- 
centore et multis aliis nobiiibus clericis et laicis dictis die et 
loco congregatis.” 

The copy of this curious document was supplied by niy 
friend, Mr. Thomson, Deputy Register of Scotland, whose re- 
searches into our ancient records arc daily throwing new and 
important light upon the history of the country. 


Note 3 T. 

The Mo7iarch rode along the 453. 

The English vanguard, commanded by the Earls of Glou- 
cester and Hereford, came in sight of the Scottish army upon 


1 Comrades.— 2 Haste.— 3 Without shrinking.—^ Spurred. 
—6 Liike, 


the evening :f the 2.3d of .Tune. Bruce was then riding upon 
a little palfrey, in front of his foremost line, putting his hose 
in order. It -was then that the personal encounter took place 
betwixt him and Sir Henry de Bohun, a gallant English knight, 
the issue of which had a great effect upon the spirits of both 
armies. It is thus recorded by Barbour 

** And qnhen Glosyster and Herfurd war 
With thair bataill, approcliand ner, 

Befor tbaim all tbar come rydand, 

Witlihelm onbeid, and sper in hand 
Schyr Heniy the Bonne, the worthi. 

That wes a wycht knycht, and a hardy ; 
AndtotheErleoflrHerfurdcusyne* 

Army t in army s gud and fyne ; 

Come on a sted, a bow schote ner, 

Befor all othyr that tbar wer ; 

And knew the King, for that he saw 
Him swa rang Ms men on raw; 

And by the eronne, that wes set 
Alsua apon his bassynet. 

And to wart him be w'ent in by. 

And [qulien] the King sua apcrtly 
Saw him cum, forouth all his feris,^ 

In by 2 till Mm the hors be steris. 

And quhen Schyr Henry saw the King 
Cum on, for owtyn abaysing,3 
Till him he raid in full gret hy 
He thoucht that he suld weill lyclitly 
Wyn him, and haf him at bis will, 

Sen he Mm horsy t saw sa 01. 

Sprent 4 thai samyn in till a ling.5 
Schyr Henry myssit the noble King. 

And he, that in his sterapys stud, 

With the ax that wes hard and gud. 

With sa gret mayne « racht him a dynt, 

Tliat nothyr hat, na helm, mycht stynt 
The hewy7 duscheS that he him gave. 

That ner the heid till the harynys clave. 

The hand ax schaft fruschit 9 in twa ; 

And he doune to the erd gan ga 
All fiatlynys, ‘0 for him faillyt mycht. 

This wes the fryst strak off the fyclit.” 

Barbour’s Bruce^ Book viii., v. G04. 

The Scottish leaders remonstrated with the King upon his 
temerity. He only ansAvered, “ I have broken my good battle- 
axe.’ —The English vanguard retreated after witnessing this 
single combat. Probably their generals did not think it ad- 
visable to hazard an attack while its unfavouiable issue ro- 
maiued upon their minds. 


Note 3 U. 

H^at train ofihist, tvltli tniwpetsonnfh 
Arid glmmerlng sjiears, is wlmling 7'ound 
Onr leftward Jlank f—V, 454. 

While the van of the English army advanced, a detached 
body attempted to relieve Stirling. Lord Hailes gives the 
following account of this manoeuvre and the result, which is 
accompanied by circumstances highly characteristic of the 
chivalrous manners of the age, and displays that generosity 
which reconciles us even to their ferocity upon other occa- 
sions. 


® Strength, or force.-—/ Heavy.— 8 Clash.— 9 Broke.— piat. 
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Bruce had enjoiued Eandolph, Tjrlio commaticfed the left 
wing of his army, to be Tigilant in preventing any advanced 
parties of the English from throwing succoui’s into the castle 
of Stirling. 

Eight hundred horsemen, commanded by Sir Eobert Clif- 
ford, were detached from the English army ; they made a cir- 
cuit by the low grounds to the east, and approached the castle. 
The King perceived their motions, and, coming up to Ban- 
dolph, angrily exclaimed, ‘ Thoughtless man! you have suf- 
fered the enemy to pass.* Randolph hasted to repair his 
fault: or perish. As he advanced, the English cavalry wheeled 
to attack him. Randolph drew up his troops in a circular 
form, with their spears resting on the ground, and protended 
on every side. At the first onset, Sir William Daynecourt, an 
English commander of distinguished note, was slain. The 
enemy, far superior in numbers to Randolph, environed MiU, 
and pressed hard on his little band. Douglas saw his jeopar- 
dy, and requested the King's permission to go and succour 
him. * You shall not move from your ground,’ cried the 
King ; ‘ let Randolph extricate himself as he best may. I 
will not alter my order of battle, and lose the advantage of 
my position.*—* In truth,* replied Douglas, ‘ I cannot stand 
by and see Randolph perish ; and, therefore, with your leave, 
I must aid him.’ The King unwillingly consented, and Dou- 
glas flew to the assistance of his friend. While approaching, 
he perceived that the English were falling into disorder, and 
that the perseverance of Randolph had prevailed over their 
impetuous courage. * Halt,’ cried Douglas, ‘those brave men 
have repulsed the enemy ; let us not diminish their glory by 
sharing it.” — Dalrymple’s J[«naZ6’ (iT Scotland , 4to, Edin- 
burgh, I77!Ii PP* 44, 45. 

Two large stones erected at the north end of the village of 
Kewhouse, about a quarter of a mile from the south part of 
Stirling, ascertain the place of tliis memorable skirmish. The 
circumstance tends, were confirmation necessary, to support 
the opinion of Lord Hailes, that the Scottish line had Stirling 
on its left flank. It will be remembered, that Randolph com- 
manded infantry, Daynecourt cavalry. Supposing, therefore, 
according to the vulgar hypothesis, that the Scottish line was 
drawn up, faling to the south, in the line of the brook of Ban- 
nock, and consequently that Randolph was stationed with 
his left flank resting upon Milntown bog, it is morally impos- 
sible that his infantry, moving from that position, with what- 
ever celerity, could cut off from Stirling a body of cavalry who 
had already passed St, Niuians,^ or, in other words, were al- 
ready between them and the town. Whereas, supposing Ran- 
dolph’s left to have approached St. Ninians, the short move- 
ment to Ne who use could easily be executed, so as to intercept 
the English in the manner described. 


Note 3 V. 


lii'jtpontfu'c/rom the Scoliish host, 

2^fpc-ckui() and iityli'.-sound tvei'C tosskL—P. 4.55. 


Bannockburn. The late Mr. Ritson, no granter of proposi- 
tions, doubts whether the Scots had any martial music, quotes 
Froissart’s account of each soldier in the host bearing a little 
horn, on which, at the onset, they would nifdce such a horrible 
noise, as if all the devils of hell had been among them. He 
observes, that these horns are the only music mentioned by- 
Barbour, and concludes, that it must remain a moot point 
whether Bruce’s army were cheered by the sound even of a 
solitary bagpipe . — Histor ical Essay prifi^jcedto Wbon^s Scottish 
Songs,’— It may be observed in passing, that the Scottish of 
this period certainly observed some musical cadence, even in 
winding their horns, since Bruce was at once recognized by 
Ms followers from his mode of blowing. See Note 2 T, on 
canto iv. But the tradition, true or false, has been the means 
of securing to Scotland one of the finest lyrics in the language, 
the celebrated war-song of Burns, — “ Scots, wha hae w'i’ Wal- 
lace bled.” 


There is an old tradition, that the well-known Scottish tune 
of “ Heji tutti taitti,” v.-as Bruce’s inarch at the battle of 


t Barbour say s expressly, they avoided the New Park (where 
Brace's army lay, ) and held “ well neath the Kirk,” which can 
only mean St. Ninians. 

2 Together. 

3 Schiltnim.’—Thls word has been variously limited or ex- 
tended in its signification. In general, it seems to imply a 
arge body of men drawn up very closely together. But it has 
been limited to imply a round or circular body of men 
orawn ux>. I cannot understand it with this limitation in the 
present case. The schiltrum of the Scottish army at Falkirk 


Note 3 W. 


Now onward, and in open view. 

The. countless ranks of England drew.- 


-P. 455. 


Upon the 24th of June, the English amy advanced to the 
attack. The narrowness of the Scottish front, and the nature 
of the ground, did not permit them to have the full advantage 
of their numbers, nor is it very easy to find ont what was their 
proposed order of battle. The vanguard, however, appeared 
a distinct body, consisting of archers and spearmen on foot, 
and commanded, as already said, by the Earls of Gloucester 
and Hereford. Barbour, in one place, mentions that they 
formed nine battles or divisions ; but from the following pas- 
sage, it appears that there vras no room or space for them to 
extend themselves, so that, except the vanguard, the whole 
army appeared to form one solid and compact body 


‘ The English men, on either party, 

That as angels shone brightly, 

Were not array’d on such manner : 

For all their battles samyn 2 were 
in a schiltrum.3 But vrhether it was 
Through the great straitness of the place 
That they were in, to bide fighting ; 

Or that it w'as for abaysing ; ^ » 

I wete not. But in a schiltrum 
It seemed they were all and some j 
Out ta’en the vaward anerly,5 • 

That right with a great company. 

Be them selwyn, arrayed were. 

Who had been by, might have seen theie 
Tliat folk ourtake a mekill feild 
On breadth, where many a shining shield, 

And many a burnished bright armour. 

And many a man of great valour, 

Might in that great schiltrum be seen * 

And many a bright banner and sheen.” 

Barbour’s Bruce, vol. ii. p. 137. 


was undoubtedly of a circular form, in order to resist the at- 
tacks of the English cavalry, on whatever quarter they might 
be charged. But it does not appear how, or why, theEnglisb, 
advancing to the attack at Bannockburn, should have arrayed 
themselves in a circular form. It seems more probable, that, 
by ScMUrum in the present case, Barbour means to express 
an irregular mass into which the English army was compressed 
by the nnwieldiness of its numbers, and the carelessness or 
ignorance of its leaders. 

^ Frightening. ® Alone. 
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That assemblyl; schot to ma. 

Quhen Scottis archeris saw that tliai siia 
War rehutytjii that woux hardy, 

And with all thair mycht schot egrely 
Amang the horss men, that thar raid ; 
And woundis wid to thaim thai maid ; 
And slew of thaim a full gret dele/’ 

Barbour’s JSnwe, Book ix. 


See where ym barefoot Abbot stands, 
AndUesses them with lifted hands.'— V, 455. 


“Maurice, abbot of Inehaifray, placing himself on an emi- 
nence, celebrated mass in signt of the Scottish army. Ho 
then passed along the front bare-footed, and bearing a cruci- 
fix in his hands, and exhorting the Scots, in few and forcible 
words, to combat for their rights and their liberty. The Scots 
kneeled down. ‘They yield,’ cried Edward ; ‘see, they im- 
plore mercy.’— ‘They do,’ answered Ingelram de Umfraville, 
‘ but not ours. On that field they will be victorions, or die.’ ” 
—•Annals ef Scotland, vol. ii. p. 47- 


Although the success of this manoeuvre was evident, it is 
very remarkable that the Scottish generals do not appear to 
have profited by the lesson. Almost every subsequent battle 
which they lost against England, was decided by the archers, 
to whom the close and compact array of the Scottish phalanx 
afforded an exposed and unresisting mark. The bloody hatt !e 
of Halidoun-hill, fought scarce twenty years afterwards, was 
so completely gained by the archers, that the English are said 
to have lost only one knight, one esquire, and a few foot-sol- 
diers. At the battle of Neville’s Cross, in 1346, where David 
II. was defeated and made prisoner, John de Graham, obser- 
ving the loss which the Scots sustained from the English bow- 
men, offered to charge and disperse them, if a hundred mcn- 
at-arnis were put under his command. “ Bat, to confess the 
truth,” says Fordun, “ he could not procure a single horseman 
for the service proposed.” Of such little use is experience in 
war, where its results are opposed by habit or prejudice. 


Forth, Marshal, on the peasant foe! 

TFe'll tame the terrors ofUieir how, 

And ent the bow-string loose /— P. 456. 


The English archers commenced the attack with their usual 
bravery and dexterity. But against a force, whose importance 
he had learned by fatal experience, Bruce was provided. A 
small but select body of cavalry were detached from the right, 
under command of Sir Robert Keith. They rounded, as I 
conceive, the marsh called Milntown bog, and, keeping the 
finn ground, charged the left flank and rear of the English 
archers. As the bowmen had no spears nor long weapons fit 
to defend themselves against horse, they were instantly thrown 
into disorder, and spread through the whole English army a 
confusion from which they never fairly recovered. 


Each braggart churl could boast be/oye, 

Twelve Scottish lives his baldric bore!—V. 456, 


' Roger Ascham quotes a similar Scottish proverb, “ whereby 
they give the whole praise of shooting honestly to Englishmen, 
saying thus, ‘ that every English archer beareth under his gir- 
dle twenty-four Scottes.’ Indeed Toxophilus saf s before, and 
truly of the Scottish nation, ‘ The Scottes surely bo good men 
of warre in theyre owne feates as can be ; but as for shootinge, 
they can neither use it to any profile, nor yet challenge it for 
any praise.’” — fl'orhs of Ascham, edited hyBennet, 4to, p. 110. 

It is said, I trust incorrectly, by an ancient English histo- 
rian, that the “ good Lord James of Douglas ” dreaded the su- 
periority of the English archers so much, that when he made 
any of them prisoner, he gave him the option of losing the 
forefinger of his right hand, or his right eye, either species of 
mutilation rendering him incapable to use the bow. I have 
mislaid the reference to this singular passage. 


‘ The Inglis archeris schot sa fast. 

That mycht thair schot haff ony last, 

It had bene hard to Scottis men. 

Bot King Robert, that wele gan ken ^ 
That thair archeris war peralouss, 

And thair schot rycht hard and grewouss, 
Ordauyt, forouth 2 the assemhld, 

Hys raarschell with a gret menye, 

Fy've hundre armyt in to stele, 

That on lycht horss Avar horsyt Avelle, 

For to pryk3 amang the archeris ; 

And sAva assaile thaim Avith thair speris, 
That thai na layserhaiff to sclmte. 

This raarschell that Ik of mute,-* 

That Sehyr Robert of Keyth was cauld. 

As Ik befor her has yow tauld, 

Quhen he saAv the bataillis sua 
Assembill, and to gidder ga. 

And saw the archeris schoyt stoutly ; 
With all thaim off his cumpauy. 

In by apon thaim gan he rid ; 

And our tuk thaim at a sid : s 
And ruschyt amang thaim sa rudly, 
Stekand thaim sa dispitously. 

And in sic fusoun 6 heraud doun. 

And slayand thaim, for owtyn ransoun;7 
That thai thaim scalyts euirilkane.® 

And fra that tyme furth thar wes nane 


Down! down! in headlong overthrow, 

Horseman and horse, the foremost go.—V. 456. 

It is generally alleged by historians, that the English men- 
at-arms fell into the hidden snare which Bruce had }>repared 
for them. Barbour docs not mention the circumstance. Ac- 
cording to his account, Randolph, seeing tlie slaughter made 
by the cavalry on the right wing among the archers, advanced 
courageously against the main body of the EngliKsh, and en- 


6 Numbers.— -7 Ransom. — 8 Dispersed. —9 Everyone. 
10 Make.— 11 DriA'^en back. 


1 K now.— 2 Disjoined from the main body.— 3 Spur.— 4 That 
I speak of— "5 get upon their flank. 
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tered into close combat with them. Douglas and Stuart, who 
commanded the Scottish centre, led their division also to the 
charge, and the battle becoming general along the whole line, 
was obstinately maintained on both sides for a long space of 
time ; the Scottish archers doing great execution among the 
English raen-at-arms, after the bowmen of England were dis- 
persed. 


Note 4 B. 

And steeds that shriek in agonp.-^'B, 456. 

I have been told that this line requires an explanatory note ; 
and, indeed, those who witness the silent patience with which 
horses submit to tlie most cruel usage, may be permitted to 
doubt, that, in moments of sudden and intolerable anguish, 
they utter a most melancholy cry. Lord Erskine, in a speech 
made in the House of Lords, upon a bill for enforcing huma- 
nity towards animals, noticed this remarkable fact, in lan- 
guage which I will not mutilate by attempting to repeat it. 
It was my fortune, upon one occasion, to hear a horse, in a 
moment of agony, utter a thrilling scream, which I still con- 
sider the most melancholy sound I ever heard. 


Note 4 C. 

Lord of the Mes, my trust in thee 
Is firm as Ailsa Hock / 

Rush on with Highland sword and targe, 

J, with my Carrick spearmen charge.— 1\ 457. 

When the engagement between the main bodies had lasted 
some time, Bruce made a decisive movement, by bringing up 
the Scottish reserve. It is traditionally said, that at this cri- 
sis, he addressed the Lord of the Isles in a phrase used as a 
motto by some of his descendants, “ My trust is constant in 
thee.” Barbour intimates, that the reserve assembled on 
one field,” that is, on the same line with the Scottish forces 
already engaged ; which leads Lord Hailes to conjecture that 
theScottish ranks must have been much thinned by slaughter, 
since, in that circumscribed ground, there was room for the 
reserve to fail into the line. But the advance of the Scottish 
cavalry must have contributed a good deal to form the va- 
cancy occupied by the reserve. 


Note 4 D. 

To arms they fete,— axe/ cluh, or spear,— 

And mimic ensigns high they rear.—T. 458. 

The followers of the Scottish camp observed, from the Gil- 
lies’ Hill in the rear, the impression produced, upon the Eng- 
lish army by the bringing up of the Scottish reserve, and, 
prompted by the enthusiasm of the moment, or the desire of 
plunder, assumed, in a tumultuary manner, snch arms as they 
found nearest, fastened sheets to tent-poles and lances, and 
showed themselves like a new army advancing to battle. 


** Yemen, and swanys,* and pitaill,* 

That in the Park yemyt wictaill,^ 

War left ; quhen thai wyst but lesing. 

That thair lordis, with fell fechtyng, 

On thair fayis assembly t wer; 

Ane off thaim aelwyn^ that war tiiar 
Capitane of thaim all thai maid. 

And schetis, that war sumedele ^ brao, 

Thai festnyt in steid off baneris, 

Apon lang treys and speris : 

And said that thai wald se the fydit ; 

And help thair jiordis at thair mycht, 

Quhen her till all assentyt wer, 

in a rout assemblit er ; 7 

Fyftene thowsand thai war, or ma. 

And than in gret by gan thai ga, 

With thair baneris, all in a rout, 

As thai had men bene stytli » and stout. 

I Thai come, with all that aasembl<^, 

Eycht quhill thai mycht the bataill se ; 

Than all at anys thai gave a cry, 

‘ Sla! sla ! Apon thaim hastily ! ’ ” 

Barbour’s Book ix , V. 410, 

The unexpected apparition, of what seemed a new army, 
completed the confusion which already prevailed among the 
English, who fled in every direction, and were pursued with 
immense slaughter. The brook of Bannock, according to 
Barbour, was so choked with the bodies of men and horses, 
that it might have been passed dry-shod. The followers of 
the Scottish camp fell upon the disheartened fugitives, and 
added to the confusion and slaughter. Many were driven 
into the Forth, and perished there, which, by the way, could 
hardly have happened, had the armies been drawn np east 
I and west ; since, in that case, to get at the river, the English 
j fugitives must have fled through the victorious army. About 
a short mile from the field of battle is a place called the 
! Bloody Folds. Here the Earl of Gloucester is said to have 
I made a stand, and died gallantly at the head of his own mili- 
' tary tenants and vassals. He vms much regretted by both 
! sides; and it is said the Scottish would gladly have saved his 
1 life, but, neglecting to wear his surcoat with armorial bear- 
ings over his armour, he foil unknown, after his horse had 
; been stabbed with spears. 

SirMarmadnke Twonge, an English knight, contrived to 
conceal himself during the fury of the pursuit, and when It 
was somewhat slackened, approached King Bobert. ** Whose 
prisoner are you. Sir Marmaduke?” said Bruce, to whom he 
was personally known. “ Yours, sir,” answered the knight. 
“I receive you,” answered the king, and, treating him with 
the utmost courtesy, loaded him with gifts, and dismissed him 
withont ransom. The other prisoners were all well treated. 
There might be policy in this, as Bruce would naturally wish 
to acquire the good opinion of the English barons, who were 
at this time at great variance with their king. But it also well 
accords with his high chivalrous character. 


Note 4 B. 

0 ! give their hapless prince Ms d'ue.—'P. 458. 

Edward II., according to the best authorities, showed, in 
the fatal field of Bannockburn, personal gallantry not un- 
worthy of his great sire and greater son. He remained on tha 


4 Lying.— 2 Selves,—® Somewhat.— 7 stiff 


i Swains.—* Babble.— 3 Kept the provisions. 
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jadd till forced away iby the Earl of Pembroke, when all was 
iost. He then rode to the Castle of Stirling, and demanded 
admittance ; but the governor, remonstrating upon the impru- 
dence of shutting himself up in that fortress, which must so 
soon surrender, he assembled around his person five hundred 
men-at-arms, and, avoiding the field of battle and the victo- 
rious army, fled towards Linlithgow, pursued by Douglas 
with about sixty horse. They were augmented by Sir Law- 
rence Abemetliy with twenty more, whom Douglas met in 
the Torwood upon their way to join the English army, and 
whom he easily persuaded to desert the defeated monarch, 
and to assist in the pursuit. They hung upon Edward’s flight 
as far as Dunbar, too few in number to assail him with effect, 
but enough to harass his retreat so constantly, that whoever 
fell an instant behind, was instantly slain or made prisoner, 
Edward’s ignorainous flight terminated at Dunbar, where the 
Earl of March, who still professed allegiance to him, “re- 
ceived him full gently.” From thence, the monarch of so 
gi’eat an empire, and the late commander of so gallant and 
numerous an army, escaped to Bamborough in a fishing vessel. 

Bruce, as will appear from the following document, lost no 
time in directing the thunders of Parliamentary censure 
against such part of his subjects as did not return to their 
natural allegiance after the battle of Bannockburn. 

Apud Monastbutum re Cambuskenjstbth, 

Vr DIE NOVEMBRIS, M,CCC,XIV. 

Judicium Rfiditmn apud KamhusUmt contra omnes illos qui 
tuncj'mrunt contra fidem et j>acem Domini Eegis. 

Anno graoie millesimo tricentisimo quarto decimo sexto die 
Novembris tenenteparliamentum suum BxceUentissirao prin- 
cipe Domino Eoberto Dei gracia Eege Scottorum Illustri in 
monasterio de Cambuskyneth concordatum fuit finalitex Ju- 
dicatum [ac super] hoc statutum de ConcUio et Assensu Epis- 
coporum et ceterorum Prelatorum Comitum Baronum et alio- 
rum nobilium regni Scocie ncc non et tocius communitatis I 
regni predicti quod omnes qui contra fidem et pacera dicti 
domini regis in bcdlo sou alibi mortui sunt [vel qui die] to die 
ad pacom ejus et fidem non venerant licet sepius vocati et le- 
gitime expectati fuissent de terris et tenementis et omni alio 
statu infra regnum Scocie perpetuo sint exheredati et habean- 
tur dti cetero tanquam inimici Eegis et Ecgni ab omni vciidi- 
cacione juris hereditarii vel juris alterius cujuscunque in pos- 
terum pro se et heredibus suis in perpetuum privati Ad per- 
petuain igitur rei memoriam ctevidentem probacionem hujus 
Judicii et Statuti sigilla Episcoporum et aliorum Prelatorum 
nec non et comitum Baronum ac ceterorum nobilium dicti 
Eegni presenti ordinacioni Judicio et statute sunt appensa. 

Sigillum Domini Begis j 

Sigillum Willelmi Episcopi Sancti Andree 
Sigillum Eoberti Episcopi Glascuensis 
Sigillum Willelmi Episcopi Dunkeldensis 
... Episcopi ....... 

, . . Episcopi ....... 

... Episcopi 

Sigillum Alani Episcopi Sodorensis 

Sigillum Johannis Episcopi Brechynensis j 

Sigillum Andree Episcopi Ergadiensis 

Sigillum Frechardi Episcopi Cathanensis 

Sigillum Abbatis de Scona 

Sigillum Abbatis de Calco 

Sigillum Abbatis de Abirbrothok 

Sigillum Abbatis de Sancta Cnicc 

Sigillum Abbatis de Loaioris 


1 Abbatis cle Newbotili 
i Abbatis de Cupro 
i Abbatis de Paslet 
1 Abbatis de Dimformelyn 
1 Abbatis de Lincluden 
1 Abbatis de Insula MissaruTa 
1 Abbatis de Sancto Columba 
i Abbatis de Doer 
1 Abbatis de Duleo Corde 
1 Prioris de Coldinghame 
1 Prioris de Eostynot 
1 Prioris Sancte Andree 
1 Prioris de Pittinwera 
1 Prioris de Insula de Lochlevin 
1 Senescalli Scocie 
1 Willelmi Comitis de Bos 


Sigillum Gilberti de la Hava Constabularii Scocie 

Sigillum Eoberti de Keth Mariscalli Scocie 

Sigillum Hugouis de Bus 

Sigillum Jacobi de Duglas 

Sigillum Johannis de Sancto Claro 

Sigillum Thome de Eos 

Sigillum Alexandri de Settone 

Sigillum Walteri Haliburtone 

Sigillum Daridis de Balfour 

Sigillum Duncani de Wallays 

Sigillum Thome de Dischiugtone 

Sigillum Andree de Moravia 

Sigillum ArchibaJdi de Betun 

Sigillum Eanulphi de Lyill 

Sigillum Malcorai de Balfour 

Sigillum Iformanni de Lesley 

Sigillum Nigelli de Campo bello 

Sigillum Morni de Musco Campo 


Nor for De Argentine alone. 

Through Kinlan's church these torches shone, 

Aad rose the dcath-prager's uivful toue.—P. 459 . 

The remarkable circumstances attending the death of Do 
Argentine have been already noticed (Note L. ) Bcsidc.s this 
renowned warrior, there fell many representatives of the 
noblest houses in England, which never sustained a more 
bloody and disastrous defeat. Barbour says that two hundred 
pairs of gilded spurs were taken from the field of battle ; and 
that some were left the author can bear witness, who has in 
his possession a curious antique spur, dug up in the morass, 
not long since. 

“ It wes forsuth a gxet ferly, 

To se samyn l sa fele dedo lie. 

Twa hundre payr of spuris reid ,3 
War tane of knichtis that war deid.” 

I am now to take ray leave of Barbour, not without a sincere 
wish that the public may encourage the undertaking of my 
friend Dr. Jamieson, wlio has issued i)roposal 8 for publishing 
an accurate edition of his poem, and of blind Harry’s Wal- 
lace. 3 The only good edition of The Bruce was published by 


1 Together. 2 Bed, or gilded. 

3 [The extracts from Barbour in this edition of Sir Walter Jamieson’s Bruce, published, along with Blind Hurry’s 
Scott’s poems have been uniformly corrected by the text of Wallace, Edin. 2 vols. 4 to.--ED. 
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Hr. Pinkerton, in 3 vols., In I70f>; and, the learned editor 
Having had no personal access to consult the manuscript, it is 
not without errors; and it has besides become scarce. Of 
Wallace there is no tolerable edition ; yet those two poems do 
no small honour to the early state of Scottish poetry, and The 
Bruce is justly regarded as containing authentic historical 
facts. 

The following list of the slain at Bannockburn, extracted 
from the continuator of Trivet’s Annals, will show the extent 
of the national calamity. 


List of the Slain. 


Knights ^ Knights Bannerets. 
Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Glou- 
cester, 

Robert de Clifford, 

Payan Tybetot, 

William Le Mareschal, 

John Comyn, 

William de Vescey, 

John de Montfort, 

Nicolas de Hasteleigh, 
William Dayncourt, 
iEgidins de Argenteyne, 
Edmond Comyn, 

John Lovcl, (the rich,) 
Edmund de Hastynge, 

Milo de Stapleton, 

Simon Ward, 


Robert de Felton, 

Michael Poyning, 

Edmund Maulley. 

Knights. 

Henry de Boun, 

Thomas de U fiord, 

John de Elaingfelde, 

John de Harcourt, 

Walter de Hakelut, 

Philip de Courtenay, 

Hugo de Scales, 

Badulph de Beauchamj>, 
Jolin de Penbrigge, 

With 33 others of the same 
rank, not named. 


Prisoners. 


Barons and JBaro7}efs. 
Henry de Boun, Earl of Here- 
ford, 

Lord John Giffard, 

William de Latimer, 

Maurice de Berekley, 

Inge) ram ds 13 mfraville, 


Marmaduke de Twenge, 
John de Wyletone, 
Robert de Maulee, 
Henry Fitz-Hugh, 
Thomas de Gray, 

Walter de Beauchamp, 
Richard de Charon, 


John de Wevelmton, 
Robert de Nevil, 

John de §egra\^e, 

Gilbert Peeche, 

John de Clavering, . 
Antony de Lucy, 

Radulph de Camys, 

John de Evere, 

Andrew de Abremhyn. 

Knights. 

Thomas de Berkeley, 

The son of Roger Tyrrel, 
Anselm de Mareschal, 
Giles de Beanchamp, 
John de Cyfrewast, 

John Bluwet, 

Roger Corbet, 

Gilbert de Boun, 
Bartholomew de Enefeld, 


Thomas do Ferrers, 

Radulph and Thomas Butte- 
tort, 

John and Nicholas de King- 
stone, (brothers,) 

William Lovcl, 

Henry de Wileton, 

Baldwin de Frevill, 

John de Clivedon, i 
Adomar laZouche, 

John de Merewode, 

John Maufe,3 

Thomas and Odo Lele Erce- 
dekene, 

Robert Beaupel, (the son,) 
John Mautravers, (the son,) 
William and William Giffard, 
and 34 other knights, not 
named by the historian. 


And in sum there were slain, along with the Earl of Glouces- 
ter, forty-two barons and bannerets. The number of carls, 
barons, and bannerets made captive, was twenty-two, and 
sixty-eight knights. Many clerks and esquires were also 
there slain or taken. Roger de Northburge, keeper of the 
king's signet, (Gustos Targics Domini Regis vtas made pri- 
soner -with his two clerks, Roger deWakenfeJde and Thomas 
de Switon, upon which the Icing caused a seal to be made, 
and entitled it his pi'ivg scal^ to distinguish the same from 
the signet so lost. The Earl of Hereford was exchanged 
against Bruce’s queen, who had been detained in captivity 
ever since the year 3306. JThe l^argia, or signet, was restored 
to England through the intercession of Ralph de Moiithermer, 
ancestor of Lord Moira, who is said to have found favour in 
the eyes of the Scottish ldng.~-Continuaiion of Thevkt’s An^ 
nals, Hall’s edit. Oxford^ 1712, vol. ii., p. 34. 

Such were the immediate consequences of the field of Ban- 
nockburn. Its more remote effects, in completely establish- 
ing the national independ ence of Scotland, afford a boundless 
field for speculation. 


i Supposed Clinton. 


- Maaie. 









C^e dfiria of Waterloo: 

A POEM.' 


‘‘ Thougli Valois braved, young Edward’s gentle hand. 

And Albert rush’d on Henry’s way-worn band, 

With Europe’s chosen sons, in arms renown’d, 

Y et not on V ere’s bold archers long they look’d, 

Kor Audley’s squires nor Mowbray’s yeonaen brook’d, — 
They saw their standard fall, and left their monarch bormd.” 

Akhnbid«. 


TO 

HER GRACE 

THE 

DUCHESS OF WELLINGTON, 

PRINCESS OP WATERLOO, 

' &c. &c. 

THE FOLLOWING VERSES 
ARE MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBEB 
BY 

THE AUTHOR. 


ADVERTISEMENT. . 

It may be some apology for the imperfeetions of tim poem, that U teas composed hastUy, and dnring a s/ioH (a?tr 
upon the Continent, when the Author'* s labours wei'e liahle to frequeiitinterruptwn; hut its best apology Is, Heat ii 
w(m tcriUen for the purpose of assisting the Waterloo Subscription, 

Abbotsford, 1815 . 




, , I. 

Fair Brussels, thou art far behind, 
Though, lingering on the morning wind, 
We yet may hear the hour 
PeaPd over orchard and canal, 

With voice prolong’d and measured fall. 
From proud St. Michael’s tower ; 
Thy w’'ood, darls: SoIgnieSa holds us now,^ 
Where the tall beeches’ glossy bough 


1 Published by Constable & Co. in October 1315. Bvo, 5s. 

2 “ The wood of Soignies is supposed to be a remnant of the 
forest of Ardennes, famous in Boiardo’s Orlando, and immor- 


For many a league around, 

With birch and darksome oak between. 
Spreads deep and far a pathless screen, 
Of tangled forest ground. 

Stems planted close by stems defy 
The adventurous foot — the curious eye 
For access seeks in vain ; 

And the brown tapestry of leaves, 
Strew’d on the blighted ground, receives 
Nor sun, nor air, nor rain. 

No opening glade dawns on our way, 

No streamlet, glancing to the ray, 


tal in Shakspeare’s *As you Like it.’ It is also celebrated in 
Tacitus as being the spot of successful defence by tiic G ermuua 
against the Roman encroachments.” — Byron. 





SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


i Southward from Brussels lies the field of blood, 
Some three hours’ jounicy for a well-girt man ; 
A horseman, who in haste pursued his road. 
Would reach it as the second hour began. 

The way is through a forest deep and wide. 
Extending many a miie on either side. 


Looks on the field below, 

And sinks so gently on the dale, 

That not the folds of Beauty's veil 
In easier curves can flow. 

Brief space from thence, the ground again 
Ascending slowly from the plain. 

Forms an opposing screen, 

Which, with its crest of upland ground. 
Shuts the horizon ail around. 

The soften’d vale between 
Slopes smooth and lair for courser’s tread j 
Not the most timid maid need^ dread 
To give her snow-white palfrey head 
On that wide stubbie- ground ; ® 

Nor wood, nor tree, nor bush, arc there. 
Her course to intercept or scare, 

Nor fosse nor fenco arc imiiid, 

Save where, from out her shatter’d how'ers, 
Rise Hougomont’s dismantled towers.'^ 


Now, see’st thou aught in this lone scene 
Can tell of that -wdiicli late hath been ? — 

A stranger might reply, 

The bare extent of stiibblc-plain 
Seems lately lighten’d of its grain; 

And yonder sable tracks remain 
Marks of the peasant’s ponderous w’'ain. 

When harvest-home was nigh.® 

On these broad spots of trampled ground. 
Perchance the rustics danced such round 
As Teniers loved to draw ; ^ 

And where the earth seems scorch’d by flame, 


No clieerfnl woodland this of antic trees. 

With thickets varied and with sunny glade ; 

Look where he will, the weary traveller sees 
One gloomy, thick, impenetrable shade 
Of tall straight trunks, which move before his sight, 
With interchange of lines of long green light. 


Here, where the woods receding from the road 
Have left on either hand an open space 
For fields and gardens, and for man’s abode, 

Stands Waterloo ; a little lowly place 
Obscure till now, when it hath risen to fame, 

And given the victory its English name.” 

Southey’s Pil<jrimagc to Waterloo. 
® See Appendix, Note A. 

* MS.— Let not the stranger with disdain 

Its raisproportinns view ; 

And yonder humble spire, are thine.” 

* “ What time the second Carlos ruled in Spain, 

Last of the Austrian line by fate decreed, 

Here Castanaza rear’d a votive fane, 


His childless sovereign. Heaven denied an heir, 

And Europe mourn’d in blood the frustrate prayer.'* 

Southey, 

To the original chapel of the Marquis of Castanaza has now 
been added a building of considerable extent, the whole inte- 
rior of which is filled -with monumental inscriptions for the 
I neroes urho fell in the battle. 

3 The MS. has not this couplet. 

a “ As a plain, Waterloo seems marked out for the scene 
of some great action, though this may be mere imagination. 
I have viewed with attention, those of Platea, Troy, Mantinea, 
Leuctra, Chaeronea, and, Marathon ; and the field around 
Mont St. Jean and Hougomont appears to want little but a 
better cause, and that indefinable but impressive halo which 
the lapse of ages throws around a consecrated spot, to vie in 
interest with any or all of these, except, perhaps, the last men- 
tioned. ’’—Byron. 

7 MS.— “ Save where, scathed, bowers among, 

Rise the rent towers of Hougomont.” 

8 Is the spot mark’d with no colossal bust, 

Nor column trophied for triumphal show ? 

None ; But the moral’s truth tells simpler so, 

As the ground was before, thus let it be . 

How that red rain hath made the harvest grow 
And is this all the world has gain’d by thee, 

Thou first and last of fields ! king-making Victory ? ** 

Byron 


Was it a soothing or a mournful thought. 
Amid this scene of slaughter as we stood. 


11 . 

A brighter, livelier scene succeeds ; ^ 

In groups the scattering wood recedes. 
Hedge-rows, and huts, and sunny meads, 

And corn-fields, glance between ; 

The peasant, at his labour blithe, 

the hook’d staff and shorten’d scythe : — ^ 
But when these ears were green, 

Placed close within destruction’s scope, 

Full little was that rustic’s hope 
Their ripening to have seen 1 
And, lo, a hamlet and its fane : — 

Let not the gazer with disdain 
Their architecture view ; 

For yonder rude ungraceful shrine, 

And disproportion ’d spire, are thine,® 
Immortal ‘Waterloo 


III. 

not the heat, though full and high 
The sun has scorch’d the autumn sky, 

And scarce a forest straggler now 
To shade us spreads a greenwood bough ; 
These fields have seen a hotter day 
Than e’er was fired by sunny ray.^ 

Yet one mile on- — ^yon shatter’d hedge 
Crests the soft hill whose long smooth ridge 


Our woodland path has cross’^d ; 

And the straight causeway wliich we tread, 
Prolongs a line of dull arcade, 

Unvarying through the unvaried shade 
Until in distance lost. 
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To dress tlie homely feast; they came, 
And toil’d the kerchief ’d village dame 
Around her fire of straw.” 


T. 

So deem’st thou — so each mortal deems, 

Of that which is from that which seems :— 
But other harvest here. 

Than that which peasant’s scythe demands, 
Was gather’d in liy sterner hands^ 

With bayonet, blade, and spear. 

No vulgar crop was theirs to reap, 

No stinted harvest*thin and cheap ! 

Heroes before each fatal sweep 
Fell thick as ripeird grain j 
And ere the darkening of the day. 

Piled high as autumn shocks, there lay 
The ghastly harvest of the fray, 

The corpses of the slaiii.^ 

' ■ VI. . ■ 

Ay, look again— that line, so black 
And trampled, marks the bivouac, 

Yon deep-graved ruts the artillery’s track, 
So often lost and won ; 

And close beside, the harden’d mud 
Still shows whore, fetlock-deep in blood, 
The fierce divigoon, through battle’s fiood, 
Bash’d the hot war-horse on. 

These spots of excavation tell 
The ravage of the bursting shell — 

And feeFst thou not the tainted steam, 
That reeks against the sultry beam, 

From yonder trenched mound? 

The pestilential fumes declare 
That Carnage has replenish’d there 
, Pier garner-house profound. 

: VII. , 

Far other harveSt-home and feast, 

Than claims the boor from scythe released, 
On these scorch’d fields were known 1 
Death hover’d o’er the maddening rout, 
And, in the thrilling battle-shout, 

Sent for the bloody banquet out 
A summons of his own. 


Where armies had ’ivith recent fury fought. 

To mark how gentle Nature still pursued 
Her quiet course, as if she took no care 
For what her noblest work had suiTer’d there. 

“ The pears had ripen’d on the garden wall ; 

Those leaves which on the autumnal earth were spread, 
The trees, though pierced and scared with many a hall. 
Had only in their naturtd season shed ; 

Flowers were in seed, whose buds to swell began 
' When such wild havoc here was made by man.” 

' ; ■ , Southey. ' 

1 * Earth had received into her silent womb 

Her slaughter’d creatures; horse and man they lay, 


Through rolling smoke the Demon’s eys 
Could well each destined guest espy. 

Well could his ear in ecstasy 
Distinguish every tone 
That fill’d the chorus of the fray— 

From cannon-roar and trumpet-bray, 

From charging squadrons’ wild hurra, 

From the wild clang that mark’d their way,- 
Down to the dying groan. 

And the last sob of life’s decay, 

When breath was all but fiowii. 

VIIL 

Feast on, stern foe of mortal life, 

Feast on ! — ^but think not that a strife. 

With such promiscuous carnage rife, 

Protracted space may last ; 

The deadly tug of war at length 
Must limits find in human strength, 

And cease when these are past. 

Vain hope! — that morn’s o’erclouded sun 
Heard the wild shout of fight begun 
Ere he attain’d his height, 

And through the war-smoke, volumed high. 

Still peals that uiiremitted cry, 

Though now he stoops to niglit. 

For ten long hours of doubt and d]*ead, 

Fresh succours from the extended head 
Of either hill the contest fed ; 

Still down the slope they drew, 

The charge of columns paused not. 

Nor ceased the storm of shell and shot ; 

For all that war could do 
Of skill and force W’as proved that day. 

And turn’d not yet the doubtful fray 
On bloody Waterloo. 

.■ IX. ■ : 

Pale Brussels! then what thoughts were thine,* 
When ceaseless from the distant line 
Continued thunders came ! 

Each burgher held his breath, to hear 
These forerunners ^ of havoc near, 

Of rapine and of flame. 

What ghastly sights were thine to meet, 

When rolling^ through thy stately street, 


And friend and foe, within the general tomb. 

Equal had been their lot ; one fatal day 
For all, . . one labour, . . and one place of rest 
They found within their common x)arent’s breast. 

“ The passing seasons had not yet effaced 

The stamp of numerous hoofs impress’d by force 
Of ca valry, whose path might still be traced. 

Yet Nature everywhere resumed her course ; 
Low pansies to the sun their purple gave. 

And the soft popj)y blossom’d on the grave.” 

SOUTHBV. 

2 See Appendix, Note B, 

3 MS.— Harbingers.*’ 

4 MS.— “ Streaming •* 
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The wounded sliow’d their mangled plight - 
In token of the unfinish’d fight, 

And from each anguish-laden wain 
The blood-drops laid thy dust like rain ! ® 
How often in tlu dlftant drum 
Heard’st thou the fell Invader come. 

While Ruin, shouting to his band, 

Shook high her torch and gory brand ! — 
Cheer thee, fair City ! From yon stand. 
Impatient, still his outstretch’d hand 
Points to his prey in vain, 

WRile maddening in his eager mood, 

And all unwont to be withstood, 

He fires the fight again. 


** On ! On ! ” w’as still his stern exclaim ; 
Confront the battery’s jaws of flame 1 
Rush on the levell’d gun I ^ 

My steel-clad cuirassiers, advance ! 

Each Hnlan forward with his lance, 

My Guard — ^my Chosen — charge for Franc^^ 
France and Napoleon I ” 

Loud answer’d their acclaiming shout, 
Greeting the mandate which sent out 
Their bravest and their best to dare 
The fate their leader shunn’d to share. 

But He, his country’s sword and shield, 

Still in the battle-front reveal’d. 

Where danger fiercest swept the field, 

Came like a beam of light, 

In action prompt, in sentence brief— 
Soldiers, stand firm,” exclaim’d the Chief, 
« England shall tell the fight I ” ^ 


On came the w’hirlwind — lil^e the last 
But fiercest sweep of tempest-blast — 

On came the whirlwind — steel-gleams broke 
Like lightm'ng through the rolling smoke ; 

The w'ar was waked anew, 

Three hundred cannon-mouths roar’d loud, 

And fi’om their throats, with flash and cloud, 

* MS.— “ Dioody plight." 

* ** Within those -walls there linger’d at that hour. 

Many a brave soldier on the bed of pain, 

Whom aid of human art should ne’er restore 
To see his country and his friends again ; 

And many a victim of that feh debate, 

Whose life yet -waver’d in the scales of fate. 

** Others in waggons borne abroad! saw, 

Albeit recovering, still a mournful sight ; 

Languid and helpless, some were stretch’d on stra-w. 
Some more advanced, sustaind themselves upright, 
And with bold eye and careless front, mcthought. 
Seem’d to set wounds and death again at nought. 

•* What had it been, then, in the recent days 
Of that great triumph, when the open wound 
. Was festering, and along the crowded ways, 

Hour after hour was heard the incessant sound 


Their showers of iron threw- 
Beneath their fire, in full career. 

Rush’d on the ponderous cuirassier, 

The lancer couch’d his ruthless spear, 

And hurrying as to havoc near, 

The cohorts’ eagles flew. 

In one dark torrent, broad and strong, 

The advancing onset roll’d along, 

Forth harbinger’d by fierce acclaim. 

That, from the shroud of smoke and flame, 

Peal’d wildly the imperial name. 

XII. 

But on the British heart were lost 
The terrors of the charging host; 

For not an eye the storm that view’d 
Changed its proud glance of fortitude. 

Nor -was one forward footstep staid, 

As dropp’d the dying and the dead.® 

Fast as their ranlcs the thunders tear, 

Fast the}'- renew’d each serried square ; 

And on the wounded and the slain 
Closed their diminish’d files again, 

Till from their line scarce spears’ lengths three. 
Emerging from the smoke they see 
Helmet, and plume, and panoply,— 

Then waked their fire at once I 
Each musketeer’s revolving knell, 

As fast, as regularly fell, 

As when they practise to display 
Their discipline on festal day. 

Then down went helm and lance, 

Down were the eagle banners sent, 

Down reeling steeds and riders went, 

Corslets were pierced, and pennons rent ; 

And, to augment the fray, 

W'heel’d full against their staggering flanks, 

The English horsemen’s foaming ranks 
Forced their resistless way. 

Then to the musket-knell succeeds 
The clash of swords — the neigh of steeds — 

As plies the smith his clanging trade,’' 

Against the cuirass rang the blade;® 

Of wheels, -which o’er the rough and stony road 
Convey’d their living agonizing load ! 

** Hearts little to the melting mood inclined, 

Grew sick to see their sufferings ; and the thought 
Still comes -wdth horror to the shuddering mind 
Of those sad days, when Belgian ears were taught 
The British soldier's cry, half groan, half prayer. 
Breathed when his pain is more than he can bear." 

South KY. 

3 MS. « his stern exclaim : 

* Where fails the sword make -way by flame I 
JRecoil not from the cannon’s aim ; 

Confront them and they’re won.’ " 

See Appendix, Note C. 4 ihid. Note D. 5 i-^id, Note K 

6 MS.— “ Nor was one forward footstep stopp’d. 

Though close beside a comrade dropp’d.” 

7 See Appendix, Note F. 

3 I heard the broadswords’ deadly clang. 

As if an hundred anvils rang ! ’* l^clu qf Oie taki^ 
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And while amid thoir close array 
The well-served cannon rent their way,^ 

And while amid their scatter’d band 
Raged the fierce rider’s bloody brand, 

Recoil’d in common rout and fear. 

Lancer and guard and cuirassier, 

Horsemen and foot — a mingled host, 

Their leaders falFn, their standards lost. 

XIIL 

Then, Wellington ! thy piercing eye 
This crisis caught of destiny — 

The British host had stood 
That mom ’gainst charge of sword and lance® 
As their O’v^Ti ocean-rocks hold stance, 

But when thy voice had said, Advance I ” 
They wore their ocean’s fiood. — 

O Thou, whose inauspicious aim 
Hath wTouglit thy host this hour of shame, 
Think’st thou thy broken bands will bide 
The terrors of yon rushing tide? 

Or will thy chosen brook to feel 
The British shock of levell’d steel,® 

Or dost thou turn tliine eye 
Where coming squadrons gleam afiir. 

And fresher thunders woke the wo,r, 

And other standards fly ? — 

Think not that in yon columns, file 
Thy conquering troops from Distant Dyle — 


Is Blucher yet unknown? 

Or dwells not iii thy memoiy stilly 
(Heard frequent in thine hour of ill,) 
What notes of hate and vengeance thrill 
In Prussia’s trumpet tone?—'* 

Wliat yet remains? — shall it he tliine 
To head the relics of thy line 
In one dread effort more ? — 

The Roman lore thy leisure loved,® 

And. thou canst tell what fortune proved 
That Chieftain, who, of yore, 
Ambition’s dizzy paths essay’d, 

And with the gladiators’ aid 
For empire enterprised— 

He stood the cast his rashness play’d. 

Left not the victims he had made, 

Dug his red grave with Iiis own blade 
And on the field he lost was laid, 

Abhorr’d — but not despised.® 

XIT. 

But if revolves thy fainter thought 
On safety — howsoever bought, — 

Then turn thy fearful rein and ride, 
Though twice ten thousand men have died 
On this eventful day, 

To gild the military fame 
Which thou, for life, in traffic tamo 
Wilt barter thus away. 


> MS. — “ Beneath that storm,'* in full career, 
Rush’d on the ponderous cuirassier , 
, f came with levell’di 

^^“’““ncouch'd his fetal 


Sworn po do or die ; 

But not an instant would they bear 
The of each serried square, 

They halt, they turn, they fly I 
Not even their chosen brook to feel 
The British shock of leveU’d steel ; 

Enough that through their close array 
The well-plied cannon tore their way ; 

Enough that ’mid their broken band 
The horsemen plied the bloody brand, 

Recoil’d,” &c. 

2 ** The cuirassiers contimied their dreadful onset, and rode 
up to the squares in the full confidence, apparently, of sweep- 
ing every thing before the impetuosity of their charge. Their 
onset and reception was like a furious ocean pouring itself 
against a chain of insulated rocks. The British square stood 
unmoved, and never gave fire until the cavalry were within 
ten yards, when men rolled one way, horses galloped another, 
and the cuirassiers were in every instance driven back.” — 
IJfe of Bonajiartey voL ix. p. 12. 
s See Appendix, Note G-. 


^ MS.— “ Or can thy memory fail to quote, 

Heard to thy cost, the vengeful note 
Of Prussia’s trumpet tone ? ” 

5 W e observe a certain degree of similitude in some pas- 
sages of Mr. Scott’s present work, to the compositions of Lord 
Byron, and particularly his Lordship’s Ode to Bonaparte ; and 
we think that whoever peruses ‘ The Field of Waterloo,’ with 
tliat Ode ill his recollection, will be struck with this new re- 


semblance. Wo allude xirincipally to such passages as that 
which begins, 

* The Roman lore thy leisure loved,’ Arc. 
and to such lines as, 

‘ Now, see’st thou aught in this loved scene. 

Can tell of that which late hath been ? ’ 
or, 

‘ So deem’st thou— so each mortal deems, 

Of that which is, from that which seems ; * 
lines, by the way, of which wo cannot express any very great 
admiration. This sort of influence, however, over even the 
principal writers of the day (whether they are conscious of the 
influence or not), is one of the surest tests of genius, and one 
of the proudest tributes which it receives.”— Bavlm. 

6 « When the engagement was ended, it evidently appeared 
with what undaunted sjxirit and resolution Catiline’s army 
had been fired ; for the body of every one was found on that 
very spot which, during the battle, he had occupied ; those 
only excepted who were forced from their posts by the Prm- 
torian cohort ; and even they, though they fell a little out of 
their ranks, were all wounded before, Catiline himself was 
found, far from his own men, amidst the dead bodies of the 
enemy, breathing a little, with an air of that fierceness still 
in his face which he had when alive. Finally, in all his army 
there was not so much as one free citiaen taken prisoner, 
either in the engagement or in flight ; for they spared their 
own lives as little as those of the enemy. The army of the 
republic obtained the victory, indeed, bnt it was neither a 
cheap nor a joyful one, for their bravest men wmre either shun 
in battle or dangerously wounded. As there were many, too,, 
who went to view the field, cither out of curiosity or a desire 
of plunder, in turning over the dead bodies, some found a 
friend, some a relation, and some a guest ; others there were 
likewise who discovered their enemies ; so that, through the 
whole army, there appeared a mixture of gladness and sorro w* 
joy and mourning.”- Sallust. 
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Shall future ages tell this tale 
Of inconsistence faint and frail I 
And art tlion He of Lodi’s bridge, 
Marengo’s field, and Wagram’s ridge I 
Or is tby soul like mountain-tide, 
That, swell’d by winter storm and shower, 
Rolls down in turbulence of power, 

A torrent fierce and wide ; 

Reft of these aids, a rill obseures 
Shrinking uniioticecl, mean and poor, 
Whose channel shows display’‘d 
The wrecks of its impetuous course. 

But not one symptom of the force 

By which these wrecks were made ! 

XT. 

Spur on thy way ! — since now thine ear 
Has brook’d thy veterans’ wish to hear, 
Who, as thy flight they eyed, 
Exclaim’d,— while tears of anguish came. 
Wrung forth by pride, and rage, and 
shame, — ■ 

0, that he had but died ! ” ^ 

But yet, to sum this hour of ill, 

Look, ere thou leavest the fatal hill, 

Back on yon broken ranks— 

Upon wdiose wild confusion gleams 
The moon, as on the troubled streams 
When rivers break their banks, 

And, to the ruin’d peasant’s eye, 

Objects half seen roll swiftly by, 

Down the dread cu rrent hurl’d — 

So mingle banner, wain, and gun, 

Where the tumultuous flight rolls on 
Of wamors, who, when morn begun,® 
Defied a banded world. 

• XTI. 

List— frequent to the hunting rout. 

The stern pursuers’ vengeful shout 
Tells, that upon their broken rear 
Rages the Prussian’s bloody spear. 

So fell a shriek was none, 


I The MS. adds, 

“ That pang survived, refuse not then 
To hnnible thee before the men. 

Late objects of thy scorn and. hate. 

Who shall thy once imperial fate 
Make wordy theme of vain debate. 

And chaffer for thy crown ; 

As usurers wont, who suck the all 
Of the fool-hardy prodigal. 

When on the giddy dice’s fall 
II, is latest hope has fioTO. 

But yet, to sum,” &:c. 

8 MS.— Where in one tide of terror run, 

The warriors that, when mom bogan.”' 
s MS.— “ So ominous a shriek was none, 

Nut even when fiercsina’s flood 
Was thasv’d by streams of tepid blood.” 

■* Bor an account of the death of Poniatowskiat Lcipsic, see 
Sir Walter Scott’s Life of Bonaparte, vul. vii. p, 401. 


When Beresina’s icy flood 

Redden’d and thaw’d with flame and blood,® 

And, pressing on thy desperate way, 

Raised oft and long their wild hurra, 

The children of the Don. 

Thine ear no yell of lioiTor cleft 
So ominous, when, all bereft 
Of aid, the valiant Polaek left— 

Ay, left by thee— found soldier’s grave * 

In Leipsic’s corpse-en cumber’d wave. 

Fate, in those various perils past, 

Reserved thee still some future cast ; 

On the dread die thou now hast thrown. 

Hangs not a single field alone, 

Nor one campaign— thy martial fame, 

Thv empire, dynasty, and name, 

Have felt the final stroke ; 

And now, o’er thy devoted head 
The last stern vial’s wTath is shed, 

The last dread seal is broke.^* 

XVII. 

Since live thou wilt— refuse not now 
Before these demagogues to bow', 

Late objects of thy scorn and hate, 

Who shall thy once imperial fate 
Make wordy theme of vain debate. — 

Or shall we say, thou stoop’st less low 
In seeking refuge from the foe, 

Against whose heart, in prosperous life, 

Thine hand hath ever held the kniie ? 

Such homage hath been paid 
By Roman and by Grecian voice, 

And there were honour in the choice, 

If it were freely made. 

Then safely come — in one so lowr, — 

So lost, — we cannot own a ios ; 

Though dear experience bid us end, 

In thee w-e ne’er can hail a friend. — 

Come, how'soe’er — but do not hide 
Close in thy heart that germ of pride, 

Ei’ewhile, by giiifced bard espied,'^ 

That yet imperial hope ; ” ® 

6 MS. — “ Not such were heard, when, all bereft 

Of aid, the valiant Polaek left— 

Ay, left by thee— found gallant gi*ave.” 

“ I, who with faith unshaken from the first. 

Even when the tyrant seem’d to touch the skies, 
jtiaa look’d to see the high-blown bubble burst, 

And for a fall conspicuous as his rise, 

Even in that faith had look’d not fur defeat 
So sw'ift, so overwhelming, so coin])leto.”— S outhed. 

7 MS. “ but do not hide 

Once more that secret germ of pride, 

Which erst yon gifted bard espied.” 

8 “ The Dcsolator desolate ! 

The Victor overthrown ! 

The Arbiter of others’ fate 
A Suppliant for his own ! 

Is it some yet mperial hope, 

Tliat with such change can calmly cope? 

Or dread of death alone ? 
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tthink not tliat for a frcsli rebound, 

I'd raise ambition from the ground. 

We yield thee means or scope. 

In safety come — but ne’er again 
Hold type of independent reign ; 

No islet calls thee lord, 

We leave thee no confederate band, 

No symbol of tliy lost command, 

To be a dagger m the hand 

From which we wrench’d the sword. 

XYIIL 

Yet, even in yon sequester’d spot. 

May worthier conquest be thy lot 
Than yet thy life has known ; 

Conquest, unbought by blood or harm, 

That needs nor foreign aid nor ann, 

A triumph all thine own. 

Such waits thee when thou shalt control 
Those passions wild, that stubborn soul, 

That marr’d thy prosperous scene : — ■ 

Hear this — from no unmoved heart, 

Which sighs, comparing what thou art 
With what thou might’st have been ! ^ 

XIX. 

Thou, too, whose deeds of fame renew’d 
Bankrupt a nation’s gratitude. 

To thine own noble heart must owe 
More than the meed she can bestow. 

For not a people’s just acclaim, 

Not the full hail of Europe’s fame. 

Thy Prince’s smiles, thy State’s decree. 

The ducal rank, the garter’d knee, 

Not tliese such pure delight atlbrd 
As that, when hanging up thy sword, 

Well may’st thou think, “ This honest steel 
Was over drawn for public weal; 

And, such was rightful Heaven’s decree. 

Ne’er sheathed unless with victory! ” 

XX. 

Look forth, once more, with soften’d heart, 

Ere from the field of fame we part ; - 

T:> die a prince— or live a slave — 

Thy choice is most ignobly brave ? ’* 

Byron’s Ode to Napoleon. 

’Tis done— but yesterday a King I 
And arm’d with Kings to strive— 

And now thon art a nameless thing ; 

So abject — yet alive ! 

Is this the man of thousand thrones, 

Who strew’d our earth with hostile bones, 

And can he thus survive ? 

Since he, miscaU’d the Morning Star, 

Nor man nor fiend hath fallen so far.” 

Byron’s Ode to Napoleon. 

» We left the field of battle in such mood 

As human hearts from thence should bear away ; 
And, musing tlnas, onr purposed route pursued, 
Which still through scenes of recent bloodshed lay, 


Triumph and Sorrow border near, 

And joy oft melts into a tear. 

Alas 1 what links of love that mom 
Has War’s rude hand asunder torn 1 
h’or ne’er was field so sternly fought, 

And ne’er was conquest dearer bought. 

Here piled in common slaughter sleep 
Those whom affection long shall weep : . 

Here rests the sire, that ne’er shall strain 
His orphans to his heart again ; 

The son, whom, on his native shore, 

The parent’s voice shall bless no more ; 

The bridegroom, who has liardly press'd 
His blushing consort to his breast ; 

The husband, whom through many a year 
Long love and mutual faith endear. 

Thou eanst not name one tender tie, 

But here dissolved its relics lie ! 

0 ! when thou sec’st some mourner’s veil 
Shroud her thin form and visage pale. 

Or mark’st the Matron’s bursting tears 
Stream when the stricken drum she 
hears ; 

Or soe'st how manlier grief, sujjpressVl, 

Is labouring in a father's breast, — 

With no enquiry vain pursue 
The cause, but think on Waterloo ! 

XXL 

Period of honour as of woes. 

What bright careers ’twas thine to close !— 
Mai'k’d on thy roll of blood what names 
To Criton’s memory, and to I^ame's, 

Laid there their last immortal claims ! 

Thou saw’st in seas of gore expire 
Redoubted Picton’s soul of fire — 

Saw’st in the mingled carnage lie 
All that of PoNSONBY could die — 

De Lancey change Love’s bridal-wreath, 

For laurels from the hand of Death — ® 

Saw’st gallant Miller’s ^ failing eye 
Still bent where Albion’s banners fly. 

And Cameron,^ in the shock of steel. 

Die like the offspring of Locliiel ; 

■W'hore Prussia lute, with strong and stern delight, 
Hung on her fated foes to persecute their llight.” 

Southey. 

3 The Poet’s friend. Colonel Sir William Do Lancey, married 
the beautiful daughter of Sir James Hall, Burt., in April 1015, 
and received his mortal wound on the 10th of June. See Cap- 
tain B. Hall’s affecting narrative in the first series of his 
Fragments of Voyages and Travels,” vol. ii. p. OtSO. 

Colonel Aliller, of the Guards— sun to Sir William Miller, 
Lord Glenlee. AVhen mortally wounded in the attack on the 
Bois do Bossu, he desired to see tlic colours of the regiment 
once more ere lie died. They were waved over his head, and 
the expiring officer declared himself .satisfied. 

^ “ Colonel Cameron, of Fassiefeni, so often dihlingniKlied 
in Lord Wellington’s despatches from Spain, fell in the action 
at Quatre Bras, ( ICth June nn.*;), while loading the D2(l or Gor- 
don Highlanders, to charge a body of cavalry, supported by 
infantry. Letters, p. 1)1. 
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And generous ’mid the strife. 

Fall while he watch’d his leader’s life.* — 

Ah I though her guardian angel’s shield 
Fenced Britain’s hero through the field. 

Fate not the less her power made known, 
Through his friends’ hearts to pierce ins own 1 

, XXII. ■ 

Forgive, brave Dead, the imperfect lay 1 
Who may your names, your numbers, say i 
What high-strung harp, what lofty line. 

To each the dear-eam’d praise assign. 

From high-born chiefs of martial fame 
To the poor soldier’s lowlier name? 

Lightly ye rose that dawning day, 

From your cold couch of swamp and clay. 

To fill, before the sun was low, 

The bed that morning cannot know. — 

Oft may the tear the green sod steep. 

And sacred be the heroes’ sleep, 

Till time shall cease to run ; 

And ne’er beside their noble grave. 

May Briton pass and fail to crave 
A blessing on the fallen brave 
Who fought with Wellington I 

XXIII. ■ 

Farewell, sad Field ! whose blighted face 
Wears desolation’s withering trace j 
Long shall my memory retain 
Thy shatter’d huts and trampled grain, 

With every mark of martial •wrong, 

That scathe thy towers, fair Hougomont I ^ 
Yet though thy garden’s green arcade 
The marksman’s fatal post was made, 

Though on thy shatter’d beeches fell 
The blended rage of shot and shell, 

Though from thy blacken’d portals torn, 
Their fall thy blighted fmit-trees mourn. 

Has not such havoc bought a name 
Immortal in the rolls of fame ? 

Yes— Agineourt may be forgot. 

And Cressy be an unknown spot, 

And Blenheim’s name be new ; 

But still in story and in song, 

For many an age remember’d long, 

Shall live the towers of Hougomont, 

And Field of Waterloo. 


1 Colonel the Honourable Sir Alexander Gordon, brother 
to the Earl of Aberdeen, who has erected a pillar on the spot 
where he Ml by the side of the Duke of Wellington, 
s Beyond these points the fight extended not,— 

Small theatre for such a tragedy ! 

Its breadth scarce more, from eastern Popelot 
To where the groves of Hougomont on high 
Hear in the west their Tenerable head, 

And cover with their shade the countless dead. 

, But wouldst thou tread this celebrated ground. 

And trace with understanding eyes a scene 
Abo've all other fields of war renown'd, 

Prom western Hougomont thy wav begin ; 


CONCLUSION. 

Steen tide of human Time ! that know’st not rest, 
But, sweeping from the cradle to the tomb, 

Bear’st ever downward on thy dusky breast 
Successive generations to their doom ; 

While thy capacious stream has equal room 
For the gay bark where I’leasure’s streamers sport, 
And for the prison-ship of guilt and gloom, 

The fisher-skiff, and barge that bears a court, 

Still watting onward all to one dark silent port ; — 

Stem tide of Time ! through what mysterious cliango 
Of hone and fear have our frail barks been driven ! 
j? or ae-er, before, vicissitude so strange 
W'as to one race of Adam’s offspring given. 

And sure such varied change of sea and heaven, 
Such unexpected bursts of joy and woe, 

Such fearful strife as that where we have striven, 
Succeeding ages ne’er again sdiall know, 

Until the awful term •when Thou shalt cease to fio-wl 

Well hast thou stood, my Country I — the brave 
fight 

Hast well maintain’d through good report and ill ; 
In thy just cause and in thy native might, 

And in Heaven’s grace and justice constant still ; 
Whether the banded prowess, strength, and skill 
Of half the world against thee stood array’d, 

Or when, with better views and freer •wdll, 

Beside thee Europe’s noblest drew the blade, 

Each emulous in arms the Ocean Queen to aid. 

Well art thou now repaid— though slowly rose, 
And struggled long •with mists thy blaze of fame, 
While like the da^wm that in the orient glows 
On the broad wave its earlier lustre came 
Then eastern Egypt saw the growing fiame, 

And Maida’s myrtles gleam’d beneath its ray, 
Where first the soldier, stung with generous shame, 
EivalFd the heroes of the wat’ry wny. 

And w’ash’d in foemen’s gore unjust reproach away. 

Now, Island Empress, wme thy crest on high, 

And hid the banner of thy Patron flow", 

Gallant Saint George, the fiow"er of Chivalry, 

For thon hast faced, like him, a dragon foe, 

And rescued innocence from overthrow", 


There was our strength on that side, and there first, 

In all its force, the storm of battle burst.’'-~SouTHf!;y. 

Mr. Southey adds, in a note on these verses So import- 
ant a battle, perhaps, was never before fought within so small 
an extent of ground. I computed the distance between. Hou- 
gomont and Popelot at three miles ; in a straight line it might 
probably not exceed two and a half. Our guide was very 
much displeased at the name which the battle had obtained 
in England,— ‘ Why call it the battle of Waterloo?’ be said; 
* Call it Hougomont, call it La Haye Sainte, call it Popelot- ■ 
any thing but Waterloo .”— to fFatcrloo. 

3 MS. — “ On the broad ocean first its lustre came. ’ 
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And trampled down, like Mm, tyrannic might, 

And to the gazing world mayst proudly show 
The chosen emblem of thy sainted Knight, 

Who quell’d devouring pride, and vindicated right. 

Yet ’mid the confidence of just renown, 

Renown dear-bought, but dearest thus acquired, 
Write, Britain, write the moral lesson down: 

’Tis not alone the heart with valour fired, 


1 In the Life of Sir W. Scott, vol. v., pp. 99-104, the reader 
•will find a curious record of minute alterations on this poem, 
suggested, while it was proceeding through the press, by the 
printer and, the bookseller, with the author’s good-natured 
replies, sometimes adopting, sometimes rejecting what was 
proposed. 

2 ^‘ *The Field of Waterloo* was published before the 
end of October, in 8vo. ; the profits of the first edition being 
the author’s contribution to the fund raised for the relief 
of the widows and children of the soldiers slain in the 
battle. This piece appears to have disappointed those most 
disposed to sympathize with the author’s •views and feel- 
ings, The descent is indeed heavy from his Bannockbuni to 
hfe Waterloo ; the presence, or all but visible reality of -what 
his dreams cherished, seems to have overawed his imagination, 
and tamed it into a weak pomposity of movement. The burst 
of pure native enthusiasm upon the Scottish heroes that fell 
around the Duke of Wellington's person, bears, however, the 
broadest marks of * The Mighty Minstrel ; ’ — 

* Saw gallant Miller’s fading eye 

Still bent where Albion’s standards fly, 

Ai:c Cameron, in the shock of steel, 

Die like the oifsx>ring of Lochiel,’ tSrc.-— 
and this is far from being the only redeeming passage There 
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The discipline so dreaded and admired, 

In many a field of bloody conquest known ; 

— Such may by fame be lured, by gold be hired— 
’Tis constancy in the good cause alone, 

Best justifies the meed thy valiant sons have won*^ 


END OP THE FIELD OF WATERLOO.® 


is one, indeed, in which he illustrates what he then thought 
Buonaparte’s poorness of spirit in adversity, which always 
struck me as pre-eminently characteristic of Scott’s manner 
of interweaving, both in prose and verse, the moral energies 
•with analogous natural description, and combining thought 
with imagery 

♦ Or is thy soul like mountain tide. 

That swelTd by winter storm and shower, 

Rolls down in turbulence of power, 

A torrent fierce and wide ; 

Reft of these aids, a rill obscure, 

Shrinking unnoticed, mean and poor. 

Whose channel shows display’d 
The wrecks of its impetuous course, 

But not one symptom of the force 
By which these wrecks were made ! ' 

** The poem was the first upon a subject likely to bo suffi- 
ciently hackneyed ; and, having the advantage of coming out 
in a small cheap form— (prudently imitated from Murray’s in- 
novation with the tales of Byron, which was the deathblow 
to the system of verse in quarto,)— it attained rapidly a mea- 
sure of circulation above •what had been reached either by 
Rokeby or the Lord of the Isles.”— Lockhart— X//is of Scott, 
v»l. V., pp. 1€^7. 
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Note a. 

The 'peasant^ at Ms labour blithe. 

Plies the hook'd staff and shorten'd sc^ie.—^'P. 501. 

The reaper in Flanders carries in his left hand a stick with 
an iron hook, with which he collects as much grain as he can 
cut at one sweep with a short scythe, which he holds in his 
right hand. They carry on this double process with great 
spirit and dexterity. 


from diifcrent points, that the day went agauist him, and that 
the troops seemed to he disordered ; to which he only re. 
l>lied,— * Eii-amntf Eii-amtii/’ 

“ One general sent to inform the Emperor that he Avas in a 
position which he could not maintain, because it was com- 
manded hy a battery, and requested to know, at the same 
time, in what Avay he should protect his division from the 
murderous fire of the English artillery. ‘ Let him storm the 
battery,’ replied Bonaparte,’ and turned his back on the aide- 
de-camp who brought the message .” — Relation de la BatlailU 
ih Mont-St'Jean. Par un T6moin Ocidaire. Paris. 1815, Bvo, 
p, 51. 


Pale Brussels! then uhat thoughts were thine.'-’V, 502. 

It was affirmed by the prisoners of war, that Bonaparte had 
promised his army, in ease of victory, twenty-four hours’ plun- 
der of the citv of Brussels. 


“ On! On !" teas still Ms stern exclaim.— P. 503. 

The characteristic obstinacy of Napoleon was never more 
fully displayed than in what we may be permitted to hope will 
prove the iast of his fields. He would listen to no advice, and 
allow of no obstacles. An eye-witness has given the following 
account of his demeanour towards the end of the action : — 

“ It was near seven o’clock ; Bonaparte, who till then had re- 
mained upon the ridge of the hill whence he could best behold 
what passed, contemplated with a stern countenance, the scene 
of this horrible slaughter. The more that obstacles seemed to 
multiply, the more his obstinacy seemed to increase. He be- 
came indignant at these unforeseen difficulties ; and, far from 
fearing to push to extremities an army whose confidence in 
him was boundless, he ceased not to pour down fresh troops, 
and to give orders to march forward— to charge with the 
bayonet— to carry by storm. He was repeatedly informed, 


! The fate their leader shunn'd to share.— P. 503. 

It has been reported that Bonaparte charged at the head of 
^ his guards, at the last period of this dreadful conflict. This, 
however, is not accurate. He came down indeed to a hollow 
part of the high road, leading to Charleroi, within less than a 
quarter of a mile of the farm of La Haye Sainte, one of the 
points most fiercely disputed. Here he harangued the guards, 

I and informed them that his preceding operations had des- 
i xroved me JJriiisii infantry and cavalry, and that they had only 
j to support me lire of the artillery, which they were to 
i attack with the bayonet. This exhortation was received with 
shouts of Vive VBmpercur, which were heard over all our line, 
and led to an idea that Napoleon was charging in person. 
But the guards were led on by Ney ; nor did Bonaparte ap- 
proach nearer the scene of action than the spot already men- 
tioned, which the rising banks on each side rendered secure 
from all such balls as did not come in a straight line. He 
witnessed the earlier part of the battle from places yet more 
remote, particularly from an observatory which had been 
placed there by the King of the Netherlands, some weeks be- 
fore, for the purpose of surveying the country. i It is not 
meant to infer from these particulars that Napoleon showed, 
on that memorable occasion, the least deficiency in personal 
courage ; on the contrary, he evinced the greatest composure 
and presence of mind during the W'hole action. But it is no 
less true that report has erred in ascribing to him any despe- 
rate efforts of valour for recovery of the battle ; and it is re- 
markable, that during the whole carnage, none of his suite 


1 The mistakes concerning this observatory bave been mn- Bonaparte : and a French writer affirms it was constructed by 
tnal. The English supposed it was erected for the use of the Duke of Wellington. 
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were either jkillea or wounded, whereas scarcely one of the 
Duke of Wellington’s personal attendants escaped unhurt. 


Note E. 

England shall UU the fight !--V. 503. 

In riding up to a regiment which was hard pressed, the Duke 
called to the men, ** Soldiers, we must never be beat, — what 
will they say in England ?” It is needless to say how this ap- 
peal was answered. 


As plies the smith his clanging trade.— V. 503. 

A private soldier of the 95th regiment compared the sound 
which took place immediately upon the British cavalry min- 
gling with those of the enemy, to a thousand tinkers at 
mrk mmding pots and kettlesr 


The British shock oflmlVd steel. — P. 504. 

No persuasion or authority could prevail ujion the French 
troops to stand the shock of the bayonet. The Imperial 
Guards, in particular, hardly stood rill the British were 
within thirty yards of them, although the French author, 
already quoted, has put into their mouths the magnanimous 
sentiment, The Guards never yield—they die.” The same 
! author has covered the plateau, or eminence, of St. Jean, 
i which formed the British position, with redoubts and re- 
trenchnaents which never had an existence. As the narra- 
tive, which is in many respects curious, was written by an 
eye-witness, he was probably deceived by the appearance of a 
road and ditch which run along part of the hill. It may be 
also mentioned, in criticising this work, that the writer men- 
tions the Chateau of Hougomont to have been carried by the 
French, although it was resolutely and successfully defended 
during the whole action. The enemy, indeed, possessed them- 
selves of the wood by which it is surrounded, and at length 
set fire to the house itself; but the British (a detachment of 
the Guards, under the command of Colonel Macdonnell, and 
afterwards of Colonel Home) made good the garden, and 
thus preserved, by their desperate resistance, the post which 
covered the return of the Duke of Wellington’s right Bank. 
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A POEM,' IN SIX CANTOS. 


Upon another occasion, says Sir Walter, I sent up another of these trifles, which, like schoolboys* ldies,sen'»’^ 
lo show how the wind of poptdar taste teas setting. The manner was supposed to he that of a rude minstrel, or 
Scald, in opposition to ^ The Bridal of Triermain^ wJmli was designed to belong rather to the Italian school. 
77ds new fugitive piece teas called ‘ Harold the Dauntless f and I am still astonished at my having committed llw 
gross error of selecting the very name which Lord Byron had mode so famous. It eneountered rather an odd fate. 
My ingenious fiend, Mr, James Hogg, had published, about the same time, a 7Vorh called the ‘ Poetic Mirror," 
containing imitatiens of the principal living poets. There was in it a very good imitation of my 07 mi style, which 
hore such a resemblance to ^ Harold the Damitlcss,* that dtere was no discovenng the original from the imitation , 
and I believe that many who took the iroidile of thmhing upon the subject, were rather of opinion that vny mgeniom 
^riend was the trm, and mi theflditious Simon Introduction to the IjORd oi? the Isles. 18S0.® 


1 Published by Constable and Co., January 1817, in 12rao, 
7s* 8d. 

2 « Within less than a month, the Black Dwarf and Old 
Mortality were followed by * Harold the Dauntless, by the 
author of the Bridal of Triermain.* This poem had been, it 
appears, begun several years back ; nay, part of it had been 
actually printed before the appearance of Child© Harold, 
though that circumstance had escaped the author’s remem- 
brance when he penned, in 1830, his Introduction to the Lord 
of the Isles ; for he there says, * 1 am still astonished at my 
having committed tlie gross error of selecting the verv name 
which Lord Byron had made so famous,* The volume was 
published by Messrs. Constable, and hao, m those booksellers* 
phrase, * considerable success.’ It has never, however, been 


placed on a level with Triermain ; and, though it contains 
many vigorous pictures, and splendid verses, at»d here and 
there some happy humour, the confusion and harsh transi- 
tions of the fable, and the dim rudeness of character and 
manners, seem sufficient to account for this inferiority in 
public favour. It is not surprising that the author should 
have redoubled his aversion to the notion of any more serious 
performances in verse. He* had seized on au instrument of 
wider compass, and which, handled with whatever rapidity, 
seemed to reveal at every touch treasures that had hitherto 
Slept unconsciously within him. He had throwm off his fet- 
ters. and might well go forth rejoicing in the native elasticitf 
of his strength.*’— ^ Scott, vol. v., p. 181. 





laroltj tfje JBauntUiSsJ, 


INTRODUCTION* 


There is a mood of mind, we all liave known 
On drowsy eve, or dark and lowering day, 

When the tired spirits lose their sprightly tone, 
And nought can chase the lingering hours away. 
Dull on our soul falls Fancy’s dazzling ray, 

And wisdom holds his steadier torch in vain. 
Obscured the painting seems, mistuned the lay, 

Nor dare we of our listless load complain, 

For who for sympathy may seek that cannot tell of 
pain? 

The jolly sportsman knows such drearihood, 

When bursts in deluge the autumnal rain, 
Clouding that mom which threats the heath-cock’s 
brood; 

Of such, in summer’s drought, the anglers plain, 
Who hope the soft mild southern shower in vain ; 
But, more than all, the discontented fair. 

Whom father stern, and sterner aunt, restrain 
From county-hall, or race occurring rare, 

While all her fidends around their vestments gay 
prepare. 

Ennui ! — or, as our mothers call’d thee. Spleen ! 

To thee we owe full many a rare device ; — 

Thine is the sheaf of painted cards, I ween, 

The rolling billiard-hall, the rattling dice. 

The turning-lathe forTraming gimcrack nice ; 

The amateur’s blotch’d pallet thou mayst claim, 
Retort, and air-pump, threatening frogs and mice, 
(Murders disguised hy philosophic name,) 

And much of trifling grave, and’much of buxom game. 


^ The dry humour, and sort of half Spenserian cast of these, 
as well as all the other introductory stanzas in the poem, we 
think excellent, and scarcely outdone by any thing of the 
kind we know of ; and there are few parts, taken separately, 


Then of the books, to catch thy drowsy glance 
Compiled, what bard the catalogue may quote I 
Plays, poems, novels, never read but once ; — 

I jpur nor of such the tale fair Edgeworth wrote, 
That bears thy name, and is thine antidote ; 

And not of such the strain my Thomson sung, 
Delicious dreams inspiring by his note, 

What time to Indolence his harp he strung ; — 

Oh I might my lay be rank’d that happier list 
among P 

Each hath his refuge whom thy cares assail. 

For me, I love my study-fire to trim, 

And eon right vacantly some idle tale, 

Displaying on the couch each listless limb, 

Till on the drowsy page the lights grow dim, 

And doubtful slumber half supplies the theme ; 
While antique shapes of knight and giant grim, 
Damsel and dwarf, in long procession gleem. 

And the Romancer’s tale becomes the Reader’s 
dream. 

’Tis thus my malady I well may bear. 

Albeit outstretch’d, like Pope’s own Paridel, 

Upon the rack of a too-easy chair ; 

And find, to cheat the time, a powerful spell 
In old romaunts of errantry that tell, 

Or later legends of the Fairy-folk, 

Or Oriental tale of Afrite fell. 

Of Genii, Talisman, and broad-wiiig’d Roc, 

Though taste may blush and frown, and sober reason 
mock. 

Oft at such season, too, will rhymes unsought 
Arrange themselves in some romantic lay ; 

The which, as things unfitting graver thought. 

Are burnt or blotted on some wiser day. — 


that have not something attractive to the lover of natural 
poetry ; while any one page will show how extrcmelt/ like it is 
to Hie manner of ScotV’-— Blackwood’s Magazine, 1817- 
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These few survive — and proudly let me aay. 

Court not the critic’s smile, nor dread his frown ; 
They well may serve to while an hour away, 

Nor does the volume ask for more renown, 

Than Ennui’s ya'wnin^ smile, what time she drops it 
down. 


t!>E 


CANTO FIRST. 


I. 

List to the valorous deeds that were done 
By Harold the Dauntless, Count Witildnd’s sonl^ 

Count WitiMnd came of a regal strain, 

And roved with his Norsemen the land and the main. 
Woe to the realms w'hich he coasted ! for there 
Was sheddirig of blood, and rending of hair, 

Rape of maiden, and slaughter of priest, 

Gathering of ravens and wolves to the feast : 

'When he hoisted his standard black, 

Before Ixim wns battle, behind him wrack, 

And he burn’d the churches, that heathen Dane, 

To light liis band to their barks again. 

IL 

On Erin’s shores was Iiis outrage known, 

The winds of France had his banners blown ; 

Little was there to plunder, yet still 
His pirates had foray’d on Scottish hill : 

But upon merry England’s coast 

More frequent he sail'd, for he won the most. 

So wide and so far his ravage they knew, 

If a sail but gleam’d white ’gainst the welkin blue, 
Trumpet and bugle to arms did call, 

Burghers hasten’d to man the wall, 

Peasants fled inland his fury to ’scape. 

Beacons were lighted on headland and cape, 

Bells were toll’d out, and aye as they rung 
Fearful and faintly tlie grey brother’s sung, 

Bless us, St. Mary, from flood and from Are, 

From famine and pest, and Count Witildnd’s ire!” 

III. 

He liked the wealth of fair England so well, 

That he sought in her bosom as native to dwell. 

He enter'd the Humber in fearful hour, 

And disembark’d with his Danish power. 

Three Earls came against him with all their train, — 
Two hath he taken, and one hath he slain. 

Count Witikind left the Humber’s rich strand, 

And he wasted and warr’d in Northumheiiand, 

But the Saxon King was a sire in age, 

Wealt in battle, in council sage ; 


Peace of that heathen leader he sought, 

Gifts he gave, and quiet he bought ; 

And the Count took upon him the peaceable style 
Of a vassal and liegeman of Britain’s broad 

IV. ' 

Time will rust the sharpest sword, 

Time will consume the strongest cord ; 

That which moulders hemp and steel, 

Mortal arm and nerve must feel. 

Of the Danish band, whom Count "VTitikind led, 
Many wax’d aged, and many were dead : 

Himself found his armour full weighty to bear, 
Wrinkled his brows grew, and hoary his hair ; 

He lean’d on a staff, when his step went abroan, 

And patient his palfrey, when steed he bestrodo. 

As he grew feebler, his wildness ceased, . 

He made himself peace with pi’elate and priest. — 
Made his peace, and, stooping his head, 

Patiently listed the counsel they said : 

Saint Cuthhert’s Bishop was holy and grave. 

Wise and good w^as the counsel he gave. 

V. 

Thou hast murder’d, robb’d, and siioil’d, 

Time it is thy poor soul w^ere assoil’d ; 

Priests didst thou slay, and churches Irnrn, 

Time it is now’ to repentance to turn ; 

Fiends hast thou w’orshipp’d, with fiendish rite. 
Leave now the darkness, and wend into iigbt : 

0 1 while life and space are given, 

Turn thee yet, and think of ITeaven ! ” 

That stern old heathen his head he raised, 

And on the good prelate he stedfastly gazed ; 

“ Give me broad lands on the Wear and the T’yno, 
My faith I will leave, and I’ll cleave unto thine.” 

VL 

Broad lands he gave him on Tyne and Wear, 

To be held of the church by bridle and spear ; 

Part of Monk wearmouth, of Tynedale part, 

To better his will, and to* soften Ms heart : 

Count WitiMnd w’as a joyful man, 

Less for the faith than the lands that he wran. 

The high ebureh of Durham is dress’d for the day, 
The clergy are rank’d in their solemn array : 

There came the Count, in a bear-sldn warm, 

Leaning on Hilda Ms concubine’s arm. 

He kneel’d before Saint Cuthliert’s shrine, 

With patience unwanted at rites divine ; 

He abjured the gods of heathen race, 

And he bent his head at the font of grace. 

But such w'as the grisly old proselyte’s look, 

That the priest who baptized Mm grew pale and shook : 
And the old monks mutter’d beneath their hood, 

“ Of a stem so stubborn can never spring good 1 ” 

TIL . 

IJp then arose that grim eonvertite, 

Homeward he hied Mm when ended the rite j 

2ii 
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The Prelate m honour will with him ride, 

And feast in his castle on Tyne's fair side. 

Banners and handerols danced, in the wind, 

Monhs rode before them, and spearmen behind ; 
Onward they pass’d, till fairly did sliine 
Pennon and cross on the bosom of Tyne ; 

And full in front did that fortress lower. 

In darksome strength with its buttress and tower: 

At the castle gate was young Harold there, 

Count Witikind’s only offspring and heir. 

vm. 

Young Harold was fear’d for his hardihood, 

His strength of frame, and his fury of mood. 

Rude he was and wild to behold. 

Wore neither collar nor bracelet of gold, 

Cap of vair nor rich array, 

Such as should grace that festal day : 

His doublet of bull’s hide was all unbraced, 
Uncover’d his head, and his sandal unlaced : 

shaggy black locks on his brow hung low, 

And his eyes glanced through them a swarthy glow ; 
A Danish club in his hand he bore, 

The spikes were clotted with recent gore; 

At his back a she-wolf, and her wolf-cubs twain, 

In the dangerous chase that morning slain. 

Rude was the greeting his father he made, 
one to the Bishop, — ^whilc thus he said : — 

: IX.. 

What priest-led hypocrite art thou, 

With thy humbled look and thy monkish hrow', 

Like a shaveling who studies to cheat his vow 1 
Can’st thou be Witikind the Waster known, 

Royal Eric’s fearless son. 

Haughty Gunhilda’s haughtier lord, 

won his bride by the axe and sword ; 

From the shrine of St. Peter the chalice who tore, 
And melted to bracelets for Frcya and Thor ; 

one blow of his gauntlet who buret the skull. 
Before Odin’s stone, of the Mountain Bull ? 

Then ye worshipp’d with rites that to wm'-gods belong, 
With the deed of the brave, and the blow of the strong ; 
And now, in thine age to dotage sunk, 

Wilt thou patter thy crimes to a shaven monk, — 

Lay down thy mail-shirt for clothing of hair, — 
Fasting and scourge, like a slave, wilt thou bear? 

Or, at best, be admitted in slothful bower 
To batten with priest and with paramour ? 

! out upon thine endless shame I 
Each Scald’s high harp shall blast thy fame, 

And thy son will refuse thee a father’s name ! ” 


Ireful wax’d old Witikind’s look. 

His faltering voice with fury shook : — 

“ Hear me, Harold of harden’d heart! 
Stubborn and wilful ever thou wert. 

Thine outrage insane I command thee to Ocase, 


Just is the debt of repentance I’ve paid, 

Richly the church has a recompense made, 

And the tnxth of her doctrines I prove with my blade, 
But reckoning to none of my actions I owe, 

And least to my son such accounting will show. 

Why speak I to thee of repentance or truth. 

Who ne’er from thy childhood knew reason or ruth? 
Hence ! to the wolf and the bear in her den ; 

These are thy mates, and not rational men.” 

XL 

Grimly smiled Plarold, and coldly replied, 

We must honour our sires, if we fear when they chide. 
For me, I am yet what thy lessons have made, 

I w'as rock’d in a buckler and fed from a blade ; 

An infant, was taught to clasp hands and to shout 
From the roofs of the tower when the fiame had broke 
out ; 

In the blood of slain foemen my finger to dip, 

And tinge with its purple my check and my lip. — 
’Tis thou know’st not truth, that hast barter’d in old, 
P’or a price, the brave faith that thine ancestors held. 
When this wolf,” — and the carcass he Hung on the 
plain, — 

Shall awake and give food to her nurslings again, 
The face of his father will Harold review' ; 

Till then, aged Heathen, young Christian, adieu ! ” 

XII. 

Priest, monk, and prelate, stood aghast. 

As through the pageant the heathen pass’d. 

A cross-bearer out of his saddle he flung, 

Laid his hand on the pommel, and into it sprung. 
Loud w'as the shriek, and deep the groan, 

When the holy sign on the earth w'as throwm ! 

The fierce old Count unsheathed his brand. 

But the calmer Prelate stay’d his hand. 

Let him pass free ! — Heaven knows its houi’, — 

But he must own repentance’s power, 

Pray and weep, and penance bear, 

Ere he hold land by the Tyne and the Wear.” 

Thus in scorn and in wrath from his father is gone 
Young Harold the Dauntless, Count Witikiiid’s son. 

XIII. 

High was the feasting in Witikind’s hall, 

Revell’d priests, soldiers, and pagans, and all ; 

And e’en the good Bishop w'as fain to endure 
The scandal, which time and instruction might cure: 
It were dangerous, he deem’d, at the first to restrain, 
In his wine and his wassail, a half-christen’d Di.:ie. 
The mead flow’d around, and the ale was dn.in'd 
dry, , , 

Wild was the laughter, the song, and the cry ; 

With Kyrie Eloison, came clamorously in 
The war-songs of Danesmen, Norweyan, and Finn, 
Till man after man the contention gave o’er, 
Outstretch’d on the imshes that strew’d the hall floor ; 
And the tempest within, having ceased its wild rout, 
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xiy. 

Apart from the wassailj in turret alone. 

Lay flaxen-hair d Gunnar, old Krmengarde’s son ; 

In the train of Lord Harold that Page was the fii-st. 
For Harold in childhood had Ermengarde numed ; 
And grieved was young Gunnar his master should 
, ' .'roam, ■' 

Unhoused and unfriended, an exile from home. 

He heard the deep thunder, the plashing of rain, 

He saw the red lightning through shot-hole and pane ; 

And oh ] said the Page, on the shelterless wold 
Lord Harold is wandering in darkness and cold! 
What though he was stubborn, and way ward, and wild. 
He endured me because I was Ermengarde' s child, — > 
And often from da\yn till the set of the sun, 

In the chase, by his stirrup, unbidden I run ; 

I would I were older, and knighthood could bear, 

I would soon quit the banks of the Tyne and the WT^ar : 
P'’or my mother’s command, with her last parting 
breath, 

Bade me follow her nursling in life and to death. 

' .XY. 

“ It pours and it thunders, it lightens amain, 

As if Lok, the Destroyer, had burst from his chain ! 
Accursed by the Church, and expelPd by his sire. 
Nor Christian nor Dane give him shelter or fire, 

And this tempest what mortal may houseless endure? 
Unaided, unmantled, he dies on the moor ! 

Whate’er comes of Gunnai*, he tarries not here.” 

He leapt from his couch and he graspkl to his spear ; 
Sought the hall of the feast. Undisturb’d by his tread, 
The wassailers slept fast as the sleep of the dead: 

Ungrateful and bestial ! ” liis anger broke forth, 

“ To forget ’mid your goblets the pride of the North ! 
And you, ye cowPd priests, who have plenty in store, 
Must give Gunnar for ransom a palfrey and ore.” 

' , xvi. , ■ 

Then, heeding full little of ban or of curse, 

He has seized on the Prior of Jonaiux’s purse ; 

Saint Meneholt’s Abbot next morning has miss'd 
His mantle, deep lurr’d from the cape to the wrist; 
The SeneschaFs keys from his belt he has ta’en, 

(W’^ell drench’d on that eve was old Hildebrand's 
brain.) 

To the stahie-yard he made his way, 

And mounted the Bishop’s palfrey gay, 

Castle and hamlet behind him has cast, 

And right on his w-ay to the moorland has pass’d. 
Sore snorted the palfrey, unused to face 
A weather so wild at so rash a pace ; 

So long he snorted, so loud he neigh’d, 

There answer’d a steed that was bound beside, 

And the red flash of lightning show’d there where lay 
His master, Lord Harold, outstretch’d on the clay. 

'XYIL 

Up he started, and thunder'd out, “ Stand 1” 

Ai.’d raised the club in his deadly hand. 


The flaxen-hair’d Gunnar bis purpose told, 

Show’d the palfrey and proffer’d the gold. 

Back, back, and home, thou simple boy ! 

Thou canst not share my grief or joy : 

Have I not mark’d thee wai! and cry 
When thou hast seen a sparrow die ? 

And canst thou, as my follow^er should, 

"VYade ankle-deep through foeman’s blood, 

Dare mortal and immortal foe, 

The gods above, the fiends below, 

And man on earth, more hateful still, 

The veiy fountain-head of ill ? 

Desperate of life, and careless of death, 

Lover of bloodshed, and slaughter, and scathe, 

Such must thou be with me to roam, 

And such thou canst not be — back, and home ! 

■XYIII. 

Young Gunnar sliook like an aspen bough, 

As he heard the harsh voice and beheld the dark 
brow, 

j And half he repented Ms purpose and vow. 

But now to draw back were bootless shiime, 

And he loved his master, so urged his claim : 

‘‘ Alas ! if my arm and my courage be weak, 

Bear with me a while for old Errnengardc’s rake ; 
Nor deem so lightly of Gunnar’s faitli, 

As to tear he would bi’eak it for peril of death. 

Have I not risk’d it to fetch thee this gold, 

This surcoat and mantle to fence thee from cold ? 
And, did I bear a baser mind, 

What lot remains if I stay behind? 

The priests’ revenge, thy fother’s wrath, 

A dungeon, and a shameful death.” 

. XIX.' 

With gentler look Lord Harold eyed 
The Page, then turn’d his head aside ; 

And either a tear did his eyelash stain, 

Or it caught a drop of the passing rain. 

Art thou an outcast, then?” quotli ho; 

" The meeter page to follow^ me.” 

’Twere bootless to tell what climes they sought, 
Yentures achieved, and battles fought : 

How oft with few, how oft alone, 

Fierce Harold’s arm the field hath won. 

Men swore his eye, that flash’d so red 
When each other glance was quench’d witti 
dread. 

Bore oft a light of deadly flame, 

That ne’er from mortal courage came. 

Those limbs so strong, that mood so stern. 

That loved the couch of heath and fern, 

Afar from hamlet, tourer, and town, 

More than to rest on driven down ; 

That stubborn frame, that sullen mood, 

Men deem’d must come of auglit but good ; 

And they whisper’d, the great Master Fknul wi:-i ai 
one 

With Harold the Dauntless, Count Witikhni'o son. 
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XX. 

Y ears after years had gone and fled. 

The good old Prelate lies lapp'd in lead ; 

In tlie chapel still is shown 

His sculptured form on a marble stone. 

With staff and ring and scapulaire, 

And folded hands in the act of prayer. 

Saint Cuthhert’s mitre is resting now 

On the haughty Saxon, bold Aldingar’s brow ; 

The power of his crozier he loved to extend 
O’er whatever would break, or whatever would bend ; 
And now hath he clothed him in cope and in pall, 
And the Chapter of Durham has met at liis call. 

“ And hear ye not, brethren,” the proud Bishop said, 
That our vassal, the Danish Count Witikind’s dead I 
All liis gold and his goods hath he given 
To holy Church for the love of Heaven, 

And hath founded a chantry with stipend and dole, 
That priests and that beadsmen may pray for his soul ; 
Harold his son is wandering abroad, 

Dreaded by man and abhorr’d by God ; 

Meet it is not, that such should heir 

The lands of the church on the Tyne and the Wear, 

And at her pleasure, her hallow’d hands 

May now resume these wealthy lands.” 

XXL 

Answer’d good Eustace,^ a canon old, — 

** Harold is tameless, and furious, and bold ; 

Ever Renown blows a note of fame, 

And a note of fear, when she sounds his name : 

Much of bloodshed and much of scathe 
Have been their lot who have waked his wrath. 

Leave him these lands and lordships still, 

Heaven in its hour may change his will ; 

But if reft of gold, and of living bare, 

An evil counsellor is despair.” 

More had he said, but the Prelate frown’d. 

And murmur’d his brethren who sate around, 

And with one consent have they given their doom, 
That the Church should the lands of Saint Cuthbert 
resume. 

So will’d the Prelate ; and canon and dean 
Gave to his judgment their loud amen. 


fldcrnlif tfjc HOaxintle^sL 


CANTO SECOND. 


^Tis merry in greenwood, — thus runs the old lay,- 
In the gladsome month of lively May, 


1 It may "be wortliy of notice, that in Harold the Daunt- 
less there is a wise and good Eustace, as in the Monastery, and 
a Prior of Jorvaux, who is rohbed (ante, stanza xvi.) as in 


WTien the wild birds’ song on stem and spray 
Invites to forest bower ; 

Then rears the ash his airy crest, 

Then shines the birch in silver vest, 

And the beech in glistening leaves is drest, 

And dark between shows the oak’s proud breast, 
Like a chieftain’s frowning tower; 

Though a thousand branches join their screen. 
Yet the broken sunbeams glance between, 

And tip the leaves with lighter green, 

With brighter tints the flower : 

Dull is the heart that loves not then 
The deep recess of the wildwood glen, 

Where roe and red-deer find sheltering den, 
When the sun is in his power. 

IL 

Less merry, perchance, is the fading leaf 
That follows so soon on the gather’d sheaf, 

When the greenwood loses the name ; 

Silent is then the forest bound, 

Save the redbreast’s note, and the rustling sound 
Of frost-nipt leaves that are dropping round 
Or the deep-mouth’d cry of the distant hound 
That opens on his game : 

Yet then, too, I love the forest wide, 

Whether the sun in splendour ride. 

And gild its many-colour’d side ; 

Or whether the soft and silvery haze, 

In vapoury folds, o’er the landscape strays, 

And half involves the woodland maze, 

Like an early widow's veil, 

Where wimpling tissue from the gaze 
The form half hides, and half betrays, 

Of beauty wan and pale. 

III. 

Fair Metelill was a woodland maid, 

Her father a rover of greenwood shade, 

By forest statutes undismay’d, 

Who lived by bow and quiver ; 

Well known was Wulistane’s archery, 

By merry Tyne both on moor and lea. 

Through wooded “Weardale’s glens so free, 

Weil beside Stanhope’s wildwood tree, 

And well on Ganlesse river. 

Yet free though he trespass’d on woodland game, 
More known and more fear’d was the wizard 
fame 

Of Jutta of Rookhope, the Outlaw’s dame , 

Fear’d when she frown’d was her eye of flame, 
More fear’d when in wrath she laugh’d ; 

For then, ’twas said, more fatal true 
To its dread aim her spell-glance flew, 

Than when from Wulfstane’s bended yew 
Sprung forth the grey-goose shaft. 


I vanhoc.*'— Adolphus’ Letters on the Jiithor a/ 

1822, p. 281. 
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IV. 

Yet had' this fierce and dreaded pair. 

So Heaven decreed, a daughter fair; 

None brighter crown’d the bed, 

In Britain’s bounds, of peer or prince, 

Nor hath, perchance; a lovelier since 
In this fair isle been bred. 

And nought of fraud, or ire, or ill. 

Was known to gentle Metelill, — 

A simple maiden she ; 

The spells in dimpled smile that lie, 

And a downcast blush, and the darts that fly 
With the sidelong glance of a hazel eye. 
Were her arms and witchery. 

So young, so simple was she yet, 

She scarce could childhood’s joys forget, 

And still she loved, in secret set 
Beneath the greenwood tree, 

To plait the rushy coronet, 

And braid with flowers her locks of jet, 

As when in infancy ; — 

Yet could that heart, so simple, prove 
The early dawn of stealing love : 

Ah I gentle maid, beware ! 

The power wdio, now so mild a guest, 

Gives dangerous yet delicious zest 
To the calm pleasures of thy breast, 

Will soon, a tyrant o’er the rest, 

Let none his empire share. 

I 

One morn, in kirtle green array’d, 

Deep in the wood the maiden stray’d, 

And, where a fountain sprung. 

She sate her down, unseen, to thread 
The scaidet berry’s mimic braid, 

And ■while the heads she strung, 

Like the blithe lark, ■whose carol gay 
Gives a good-morrow to the day, 

So lightsomely she sung. 

YL 

Lord William was horn in gilded bower, 
The heir of Wilton’s lofty tower ; 

Yet better loves Lord William now 
To roam beneath wild Rookhope’s brow ; 
And William has lived where ladies fair 
With gawds and jewels deck their hair, 

Yet better loves the dewdrops still 
That pearl the locks of Metelill. 

The pious Palmer loves, I wis, 

Saint Cuthbert’s hallow’d beads to kiss ; 

But I, though simple girl I be, 

Might have such homage paid to me ; 

For did Lord William see me suit 
This necklace of the hramhle’s fruit, 

He fain — but must not have his will— • 
Would kiss the beads of Metelill. 


‘‘ My nurse has told me many a tale. 

How vo'ovTS of love are weak and frail ; 

My mother says that courtly youth 
By rustic maid means seldom sooth. 

What should they mean ? it cannot be, 

That such a warning’s meant for me. 

For nought — oh ! nought of fraud or iil 
Can William mean to Metelill! ” 

VII. 

Sudden she stops — and starts to feel 
A weighty hand, a glove of steel. 

Upon her shrinking shoulders laid ; 

Feai'ful she turn’d, and saw, dismay’d, 

A Knight in plate and mail array’d, 

His crest and bearing worn and fray’d, 

His surcoat soil’d and riven, 

Form’d like that giant race of yore, 

Whose long-continued crimes outwore 
The sufferance of Heaven. 

Stern accents made his pleasure kno-wn, 
Though then he used his gentlest tone : 

“ Maiden,” he said, ‘“^sing forth thy glee. 
Start not — sing on — it pleases me.” 

VIII. 

Secured within his poweriul hold, 

To bend her knee, her hands to fold. 

Was all the maiden might; 

And “ Oh ! forgive,” she faintly said, 

The terrors of a simple maid, 

If thou art mortal wight 1 
But if— of such strange tales are told — 
Unearthly warrior of the wold, 

Thou comest to chide mine accents bold, 

My mother, Jutta, knows the spell. 

At noon and midnight pleasing well 
The disembodied ear ; 

Oh ! let her powerful charms atone 
For aught my rashness may have done, 

And cease thy grasp of fear.” 

Then laugh’d the Knight — his laughter’s 
sound 

Half in the hollow helmet drown’d ; 

His barred visor then he raised, 

And steady on the maiden gazed. 

He smooth’d his browns, as best he might, 

To the dread calm of autumn night, 

When sinks the tempest roar ; 

Yet still the cautious fishers eye 
The clouds, and fear the gloomy sky, 

And haul their harks on shore. 

IX. 

Damsel,” he said, be wise, and learn 
Matters of ■weight and deep concern ; 

From distant realms I come, 

And, wanderer long, at length have planu’d 
In this my native Northern land 
To seek myself a home. 


518 


SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


A’ or that alone — a mate I seek; 

She mu, 'it be gentle, sot\ and meckj — 

No lordly dame for mo; 

Myself am something rough of mood^ 

Aud feol the fire of I’oyal blood. 

And therefore do not hold it good 
To match in my degree. 

Then, since coy maidens say my fiice 
Is harsh, my form devoid of grace, 

For a fair lineage to provide, 

’Tis meet that my selected bride 
In lineaments be fair ; 

I love thine well — till now I ne’er 
Look’d patient on a face of fear, 

But now that tremulous sob and tear 
Become thy beauty rare. 

One Idss— nay, damsel, coy it not ! — 

And now go seek thy parents’ cot. 

And say, a bridegroom soon I come, 

To woo my love, and bear her home.” 

■■X. 

Home sprung the maid without a pause, 

As leveret ’scaped from greyhound’s jaws ; 

But still she lock’d, howe’er distress’d, 

The secret in her boding breast ; 

Dreading her sire, who oft forbade 
Her steps should stray to distant glade. 

Night came — to her accustom’d nook 
Her distaff aged Jutta took, 

And by the lamp’s imperfect glow, 

Rough Wulfstane trimm’d his shafts and how. 
Sudden and clamorous, from the ground 
Upstarted slumbering bi'acli and hound; 

Luud i. nocking next the lodge alarms, 

And Wulfstane snatches at liis arais, 

"When open flew the yielding door, 

And that grim Warrior press'd the floor. 

XI. 

“ All peace be bore — Vrhat ! none replies ? 
Dismiss your fears and your surprise. 

’Tis I — that Maid hath told my tale, — 

Or, trembler, did thy courage fail 2 
It recks not— it is I demand 
Fair Metolill in marriage band ; 

Harold the Dauntless 1, whose name 
Is brave men’s boast and caitiff’s shame.” 

The parents sought each other’s eyes, 

With awe, resentment, and surprise: 
Wulfstane, to quarrel prompt, began 
The stranger’s size and thewes to scan ; 

But as he seann’d, his courage sunk, 

And from unequal strife he shrunk, 

Then forth, to blight and blemish, flies 
The harmful curse from Jutta’s eyes; 

Yet, fatal howsoe’er, the spell 
On Harold innocently fell I 
And disappointment and amaze 
Were in the witch’s wilder’d gaze. 


■ XII. ■■ 

But soon the wit of woman woke.', 

And to the Warrior mild slie spoke : 

Her child w^as all too young.’’ — A toy, 
Therefugeofamaidencoy.”— 

Again, “ A powerful baron’s heir 
Claims in her heart an interest fair.”— 

" A trifle— whisper in his ear, 

That Harold is a suitor here !” — 

Baffled at length she sought delay : 

Would not the Knight till morning stay? 
Late was the hour— he there might rest 
Till morn, their lodge’s honour’d guest.” 
Such were her words,— her craft might east, 
Her honour’d guest should sleep his last: 
No, not to-night — but soon,” he swore, 

He would return, nor leave them more.” 
The threshold then his huge stride erost, 
And soon he was in darkness lost. 

xm. 

Appall’d a while the parents stood, 

Then changed their fear to angry mood. 

And foremost fell their words of ill 
On unresisting Metelill : 

Was she not caution’d and forbid, 
Forewarn’d, implored, accused and chid, 
And must she still to greenwood roam, 

To marshal such misfortune home ? 

Hence, minion— to thy chamber hence— 
There prudence learn, and penitence.” 

She went — ^her lonely conch to steep 
In tears which absent lovers weep ; 

Or if she gain’d a troubled sleep, 

Fierce Harold’s suit w’as still the theme 
And terror of her feverish dream. 

XIV. 

Scarce was she gone, her dame and sire 
Upon each other bent their ire ; 

“ A w^oodsiiian tiiou, and hast a spear, 

And couldst thou such an insult bear 2 ” 
Sullen he said, “ A man contends 
V/itli men, a witeh with sprites and fiends 3 
Not to mere mortal wight belong 
Yon gloomy brow and irame so strong. 

But thou — is this thy promise fair, 

That your Lord William, wealthy heir 
To Ulriek, Baron of Witton-le-I7 ear, 

Should Bletelill to altar bear? 

Do all the spells thou boast'st as thine 
Serve but to slay some peasant’s kine, 

His grain in autumn’s storms to steep, 

Or thorough fog and fen to sweep, 

And hag-ride some poor rustic’s sleep? 

Is such mean mischief worth the fome 
Of sorceress and witch’s name 1 
Fame, which with all men’s wish eonspi?e% 
With thy deserts and my desires, 

To damn thy corpse to penal fires? 
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One on thee, witch I aroint! aroint! 

What now shall put thy schemes in Joint? 

What save this trusty arrow’s pointy 
From the dark dingle when it flies, 

And he who meets it gasps and dies.” 

XV. 

Stern she replied, “ I will not wage 
War with thy folly or thy rage j 
But ere the morrow’s sun be low, 

Wulfstane of Eookhope, thou shalt know, 

If I can venge me on a foe. 

Believe the while, that whatsoe’er 
1 spoke, in ire, of bow and spear, 

It is not Harold’s destiny 
The death of pilfer’d deer to die. 

But he, and thou, and yon pale moon, 

(That shall be yet more pallid soon, 

Before she sink behind the dell,) 

Thou, she, and Harold too, shall tell 
What Jutta knows of charm or spell.” 

Thus muttering, to the door she bent 
Her wayward steps, and forth she went, 

And left alone the moody sii’e. 

To cherish or to slake his ire. 

XVI. 

B’ar faster than belong’d to age 
Has Jutta made her pilgrimage. 

A priest has met her as she pass’d, 

And cross’d himself and stood aghast *. 

She traced a hamlet — not a cur 

His throat would ope, his foot would stir ; 

By crouch, by trembling, and by groan, 

They made her hated presence known I 
But when she trode the sable fell. 

Were wilder sounds her way to tell, — 

For far was heard the fox’s yell, 

The black-cock w-aked and faintly crew, 

Scream’d o’er the moss the scared curlew ; 

Where o’er the cataract the oak 
Lay slant, was heard the raven’s croak ; 

The mountain-cat, which sought his prey, 

Gilared, scream’d, and started from her way. 

Such music cheer’d her Journey lone 
To the deep dell and rocking stone : 

There, with unhallow’d hymn of praise, 

She Galled a God of heathen days. 

XVII. 

iith0catt0iL 

" From thy Pomeranian throne, 

Hewn in rock of living stone, 

Where, to thy godhead faithful yet, 

Bend Esthonian, Finn, and Lett, 

And their swords in vengeance whet, 

Tiiat shall make thine altars wet, 

Wet and red for ages more 
With the Christians’ hated gore,— 
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Hear me! Sovereign of the Rock, 

Hear me ! mighty Zeraebock ! 

Mightiest of the mighty known, 

Here thy wonders have been shown ; 

Hundred tribes in various tongue 
Oft have here thy praises sung j 
Down that stone with Runic seam’d. 

Hundred victims’ blood hath stream’d I 
Now one woman comes alone, 

And but wets it with her own, 

The last, the feeblest of thy flock,— 

Hear — and be present, Zernebock ! 

Hark! he comes! the night-blast cold 
Wilder sweeps along the wold ; 

The cloudless moon grows dark and dim, 

And bristling hair and quaking limb 
Proclaim the Master Demon nigh, — 

Those who view his fomi shall die ! 

Lo 1 1 stoop and veil my head ; 

Thou who ridest the tempest dread, 

Shaldng hill and rending oak — 

Spare me ! spare me ! Zernebock. 

‘‘ He comes not yet ! Shall cold delay 
Thy votaress at her need repay ? 

Thou — shall I call thee god or fiend ?— 

Let others on thy mood attend 
With prayer and ritual — Jiitta’s arms 
Are necromantic w’ords and charms ; 

Mine is the spell, that, utter’d once, 

Shall wake Thy Master from his trance, 

Shake his red mansion-house of pain. 

And burst his seven -times-twisted chain ! — 

So ! com’st thou ere the spell is spoke ? 

I own thy presence, Zernebock.” — 

XVIII. 

" Daughter of dust,” the Deep Voice said, 

— Shook while it spoke the vale for dread, 

Rock’d on the base that massive stone, 

The Evil Deity to owm, — 

Daughter of dust ! not mine the power 
Thou seek’st on Harold’s fatal hour. 

’Twixt heaven and hell there is a strife 
Waged for his soul and for his life, 

And fain w-ould we the combat win, 

And snatch him in his hour of sin. 

There is a star now rising red. 

That threats him with an influence dread ; 

Woman, thine arts of malice whet, 

To use the space before it set. 

Involve him with the church in strife, 

Push on adventurous chance his life ; 

Ourself will in the hour of need, 

As best we may thy counsels speed.” 

So ceased the Voice; for seven leagues 
round 

Each hamlet started at the sound ; 
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But slept again, as slowly died 
Its tlmuders on the hill’s brown side. 

SIX. 

“ And is this all,” said Jutta stern, 

" That thou can’st teach and I can learn ? 
Hence 1 to the land of fog and waste, 

There fittest is thine infiuenee placed, 

Thou powerless, sluggish Deity 1 
But ne’er shall Briton bend the knee 
Again before so poor a god.” 

She struck the altar with her rod j 
Slight was the touch, as when at need 
A damsel stirs her tardy steed ; 

But to the blow the stone gave place. 

And, starting from its balanced base, 

Roll’d thundering down the moonlight d'dl 
Re-echo'd moorland, rock, and fell ; 

Into the moonlight tarn it dash’d, 

Their shores the sounding surges lash’d, 
And there was rippl®^ and foam ; 
But on that lake, so dark and lone, 

Rlacid and pale the moonbeam shone 
As Jutta hied her home. 




CANTO TinUD. 


Guey towers of Durham ! there was once a time 
I view’d your battlements with such vague hope, 
As brightens lire in its first dawning prime ; 

Not that e’en then came within fancy’s scope 
A vision vain of mitre, throne, or cope ; 

Yet, gazing on the venerable hall, 

Her flattering dreams would in perspective ope 
Some reverend room, some prebendary’s stall, — 
And thus Hope me deceived as she deceiveth all.’ 

Well yet I love thy mix’d and massive piles, 

Half church of God, half castle ’gainst the Scot, 
And long to roam these venerable aisles, 

With records stored of deeds long since forgot ; 
There might I share my Surtees’® happier lot. 

Who leaves at will his patrimonial field 
To ransack every crypt and hallow’d spot. 

And from oblivion rend the spoils they yield, 
Restoring priestly chant and clang of knightly shield. 


Vain is the wish— since other cares demand 
Each vacant hour, and in another clime ; 

But still that northern harp invites my hand. 
Which tells the wonder of thine earlier time ; 

And fain its numbers would I now eomraarid 
To paint the beauties of that dawning fair, 

When Harold, gazing from its lofty stand 
Upon the western heights of Beaurepaire, 

Saw Saxon Eadmer’s towers begirt by winding W ear 


Fair on the half seen streams the sunbeams danced. 
Betraying it beneath the wmodland bank. 

And fair between the Gothic turrets glanced 
Broad lights, and shadow’s fell on front and flank, 
Where tower and buttress rose in martial rank, 
And girdled in the massive donjon Keep, 

And from their circuit x^eal’d o’er bush and bank 
The matin boll w’ith summons long and deep. 

And echo answer’d still with long-resounding sweep. 


The morning mists rose from the ground, 
Each merry bird aw’akeiTd round, 

As if in revelry ; 

Afar the bugles’ clanging sound 
Call’d to the chase the lagging hound; 

The gale breathed soft and free, 

And seem’d to linger on its way 
To catch fresh odours from the spray, 
And w’aved it in its w'anton play 
So light and gainesomely. 

The scenes wjiioh morning beams revsal. 
Its sounds to hear, its gales to feel 
In all their fragrance round him steal, 

It melted Harold’s heai’t of steel. 

And, hardly w'otting why, 

He doff’d his helmet's gloomy pride. 

And hung it on a tree beside. 

Laid mace and falchion by. 

And on the grcensw’ard sate him down, 
And from his dark habitual frowm 
Relax’d his rugged brow — 

Whoever hath the doubtful task 
From that stern Dane a boon to ask, 
Were wise to ask it now. 


His place beside young Gunnar took, 
And mark^Ki his master’s softening look, 
And in his eye’s dark mirror spied 
The gloom of stormy thoughts subside, 
And cautious w’atch’d the fittest tide 


1 In this stanza occurs one of many touches by -which, in supposed to have nourished such an intention— one wliich no 
the introductory passages of Harold the Dauntless as of Trier- one could ever have dreamt of ascribing at any period of his 
main, Sir Walter Scott betrays his half-purpose of identifying days to Sir Walter Scott himself, 
the author with his friend William Ersldne. That gentle* 

man, the sou of an Episcopalian clergyman, a stanch church- 2 Eobert Surtees of Mainsforth, Esq., F.S.A., author of 
man, *and a man of the gentlest habits, if he did not in early **The History and Antiquities of the County Pala.iue oi 
life design to follow the paternal profession, might easily be Durham.” 3 vols. folio, 1816-20-23. 




HAROLD THE -DAUNTLESS. 


lo speak a warning word. 

So when the torrent’s billows shrink. 

The timid pilgrim on the brink 
Waits long to see them waA^e and sink, 

Ere he dare brave the ford, 

And often, after doubtful pause, 

His step advances or withdraws : 

Fearful to move the slumbering ire 
Of his stern lord, thus stood the squire, 

Till Harold raised his eye, 

That glanced as when athwart the shroud 
Of the dispersing tempest-cloud 
The bursting sunbeams fly, 

'V. ' 

“ Arouse thee, son of Ermengarde, 
Offspring of prophetess and bard ! 

Take harp, and greet this lovely prime 
With some high strain of Runic rhyme, 
Strong, deep, and powerful ! Peal it round 
Like that loud bell’s sonorous sound, 

Yet wild by fits, as -when the lay 
Of bird and bugle hail the day. 

Such was my graiidsire Eric’s sport, 

When dawn gleam’d on his martial court. 
Heymar the Scald, with harp’s high sound, 
Siiinmon'’d the chiefs who slept around ; 
Couch’d on the spoils of wolf and bear, 
They roused like lions from their lair, 

Then rush’d in emulation forth 
To enhance the glories of the North. — 
Proud Eric, mightiest of thy race, 

Where is thy shadowy resting-place \ 

In wdld Valhalla hast thou quaff’d 
Prom foeman’s skull metheglin draught, 
Or wanderest where thy cairn was piled 
To frown o’er oceans wide and wild ? 

Or have the milder Ciiristians given 
Thy refuge in their peaceful heaven? 
Where’er thou art, to thee are known 
Our toils endm-ed, our trophies won, 

Our w-ars, our wanderings^ and our woes.” 
He ceased, and Gunnar’s song arose. 

VI. 

“ Hawk and osprey scream’d for joy 
O'er the beetling cliffs of Hoy, 

Crimson foam the beach o’erspread, 

The heath was dyed with darker red, 
When o’er Eric, InguOir’s son, 

Dane and Northman piled the stone ; 
Singing wild the war-song stern, 

‘ Rest thee. Dweller of the Cairn 1’ 

Where eddying currents foam and boil 
By Bersa’s burgh and Greemsay’s isle, 

The seaman sees a martial form 
Half-mingled with the mist and storm. 


In anxious awe he bears away 
To moor his bark in Stromna’s bay. 

And murmurs from the hounding stem, 

« Rest thee, Dweller of the Cairn !’ 

What cares disturb tlie mighty dead! 

Each honour’d rite was duly paid ; 

No daring l^nd thy helm unlaced, 

Thy sword, thy shield, were near thee placwd,— - 
Thy flinty couch no tear profaned, 

Without, with hostile blood was stain’d ; 
Within, ’twas lined with moss and fern,—- 
Then rest thee. Dweller of the Cairn I— 

He may not rest: from realms afar 
Comes voice of battle and of w'ar. 

Of conquest wrought with bloody hand 
On Carmel’s cliffs and Jordan’s strand, 

When Odin’s warlike son could daunt 
The tui-ban’d race of Termagaunt.”- — 

Vil. 

Peace,” said the Knight, the noble Scald 
Our warlike fathers’ deeds recall’d, 

But ncA^er strove to soothe the son 
With tales of what himself had done. 

At Odin’s hoard the bard sits high 
Whose harp ne’er stoop’d to flattery ; 

But highest he whose daring lay 
Hath dared unwelcome truths to say.” 

With doubtful smile young Gunnar eyed 
His master’s looks, and nought replied — 

But well that smile his master led 
To construe what he left unsaid. 

Is it to me, thou timid youth, 

Thou fear’st to speak unwelcome truth ? 

My soul no more thy censure grieves 
Than frosts rob laurels of their leaves. 

Say on — and yet — beware the rude 
And wdld distemper of my blood ; 

Loth were I that mine ire should wi’ong 
The youth that bore my shield so long, 

And w'ho, in service constant still, 

Though weak in frame, art strong in will.” — 

" Oh I ” quoth the page, even there depends 
My counsel — there my warning tends— 

Oft seems as of my master’s breast 
Some demon were the sudden guest ; 

Then at the first misconstrued word 
His hand is on the mace .and sword, 

Prom her firm seat his wisdom driven, 

His life to countless dangers gwen. — 

0 1 would that Gunnar could suffice 
To be the fiend’s last sacrifice. 

So that, when glutted with my gore, 

He fled and tempted thee no more ! ” 

VIII. 

Then waved his hand, and shook his h}R».<l 
The impatient Dane, while thus he .said: 
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” Profane not, yontli— it is not tliine 
To judge tlie spirit of our line — 

The bold Berserkar’s rage divine. 

Through whose inspiring, deeds are wrought 
Past human strength and human thought. 
When full upon his gloomy soul 
The champion feels the influence roll, 

He swims the lake, he leaps the wall — 

Heeds not the depth, nor plumbs the fall — 
Unshielded, mail-less, on he goes 
Singly against a host of foes ; 

Their spears he holds like wither’d reeds, 
Their mail like maiden’s silken weeds ; 

One ’gainst a hundred will he strive, 
Take-countless wounds, and yet survive. 

Then rush the eagles to his cry 
Of .slaughter and of victor^’-, — 

And, blood he quaffs like Odin’s bowl, 

Deep drinks his sword, — deep drinlis his soul ; 
And all that meet him in his ire 
He gives to min, rout, and fire ; 

Then, Ifl^e gorged lion, seeks some den, 

And couches till he’s man agen. — 

Thou know’st the signs of look and limb, 
When ’gins that rage to overbrim— 

Thou know’st w-hen I am moved, and why ; 
And when thou see’st me roll mine eye, 

Set my teeth thus, and stamp my foot, 

Regard thy safety and be mute ; 

But else speak boldly out whate’er 
Is fitting that a knight should hear, 

I love thee, youth. Thy lay has power 
Upon ray dark and sullen hour ; — 

So Christian monks are wont to say 
Demons of old were charm’d away ; 

Then fear not I will rashly deem 
III of thy speech, whate’er the theme.’’ 

IX. 

As down some strait in doubt and dread 
The watchful pilot drops the lead, 

And, cautious in the midst to steer, 

The shoaling channel sounds with fear; 

So, lest on dangerous ground he swerved, 

The Page his master’s brow observed, 

Pausing at intervals to fling 
His hand o’er the melodious string, 

And to Ins moody breast apply 
The soothing charm of harmony. 

While hinted half^ and half exprest. 

This warning song convey’d the rest. — 

gang. 

1 . 

“ 111 fares the bark with tackle riven, 

And ill when on the breakers driven, — 

111 when the storm-sprite shrieks in air, 

And the scared mermaid tears her hair ; 

But worse when on her helm the hand 
Of some false traitor holds command. 


■ 2 . ■ ■ ' ' ■ ■ 

HI fares the fainting Palmer, placed 
’Mid Hebron’s rocks or Rana’s waste, — 

HI when the scorching sun is high, 

And the expected font is dry,' — • 

Worse when his guide o’er sand and heath, 
The barbarous Copt, has plann’d Ins death. 

3. 

111 fares the Knight with buckler cleft, 

And ill when of his helm bereft, — 

III when his steed to earth is flung, 

Or from his grasp his falchion wnmg ; 

But w^orse, if instant ruin token, 

When he lists rede by w’oman spoken.’" — 

■ ■ X. 

How now, fond boy? — Canst thou think 
ill,” 

Said Harold, ^“^of fair Metclill \ ” — 

“ She may be fair,” the Page replied. 

As through the strings ho ranged, — 

" She may be fair ; but yet,” he cried, 

And then the strain he changed, 

■ : 1 . 

She may be fair,” he sang, but yet 
Far fairer have I seen 
Than she, for all her locks of jet. 

And eyes so dark and sheen. 

Were I a Danish knight in arms, 

As one day 1 may be, 

My heart should own no foreign eharma,— • 

A Danish maid for me. 

2 . 

I love my fathers’ northern land, 

Where the dark pine-trees grow, 

And the bold Baltic’s echoing strand 
Looks o’er each grassy oe.^ 

I love to mark the lingering sun, 

From Denmark loth to go, 

And leaving on the billows bright, 

To cheer the short-lived summer night, 

A path of ruddy glow. 

3. 

But most the northern maid I love, 

With breast like Denmark’s snow. 

And form as fair as Denmai'k’s pine, 

Who loves with purple h§ath to twins 
Her locks of sunny glow ; 

And sweetly blend that shade of gold 
With the cheek’s rosy hue, 

And Faith might for her mirror hold 
That eye of matchless blue. 
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4 . 

K Tis hers the manly sports to love 
That southern maidens fear^ 

To bend the bow by stream and grove, 

And lift the hunter’s spear. 

She can her chosen champion’s flight 
With eye undazzled see, 

Clasp him victorious from the strife. 

Or on his corpse yield up her life, — 

A Danish maid for me ! ” 

XI. 

Then smiled the Dane— Thou canst so well 
The virtues of our maidens tell, 

Half could I wish my choice had been 
Blue eyes, and liair of golden sheen. 

And lofty soul ; — yet what of ill 
Hast thou to charge on Metelill — 
JN'othing on her/’ ^ young Cunnar said. 
But her base sire’s ignoble trade. 

Her mother, too — the general fame 
Hath given to Jutta evil name. 

And in her grey eye is a flame 
Art cannot hide, nor fear can tame. — 

That sordid woodman’s peasant cot 
Twice have thine honour’d footsteps sought, 
And twice return’d with such ill rede 
As sent thee on some despoi’ate deed.” — 

XII. 

Thou errest ; Jutta wisely said, 

He that comes suitor to a maid. 

Ere link’d in marriage, should provide 
Lands and a dwelling for his bride — 

My father's, by the Tyne and '\7ear, 

I have reclaim’d.” — O, all too dear, 

And all too dangerous the prize, 

Bl’en were it w^on,” young Guimar cries ; — 

“ And then this Jutta’s fresh device. 

That thou shouldst seek, a heathen Dane, 
From Durham’s priests a boon to gain. 

When thou hast left their vassals slain 
In their own halls ! ” — Flash’d Harold’s eye, 
Thunder’d his voice — False Page, you lie I 
The castle, hall and tower, is mine, 

Built by old Witikind on Tyne. 

The wild-cat will defend his den. 

Fights for her nest the timid wren ; 

And think’st thou I’ll forego my right 
For dread of monk or monkish knight ? — 


* “ Notluug on ber,” is tlic reading of the interleaved copy 
of llWl— ■“ On her nought,” in all the former editions. 

3 “ All is hush’d, and still as death— ’tis dreadful! 

How reverend is the face of this tall pile, 

Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads 
To hear aloft its arch’d and ponderous roof, 

By its own weight made stedfast and immovable, 
Looking tranquillity ! It strikes an awe 
And terror on my aclnng sight. The tombs 


tJp and away, that deepening bell 
Doth of the Bishop’s conclave tell. 

Thither will I, in manner d^ 

As Jutta bade, my claim to sue ; 

And, if to right me they are loth, 

Then woe to church and chapter both ! ” 
Now shift the scene, and let the curtain fall. 
And our next entry be Saint Cuthbert’s ball. 


tl)t BattntH'jj:?. 


CANTO FOURTH. 


I. 

Full many a bard Imtli sung the solemn gloom 
Of the long Gothic aisle and stone-ribb’d roof, 
O’er-canopying sbrine, and gorgeous toml>, 

Carved screen, and altar glimmering far aloof, 

And blending with the shade — a matebless proof 
Of high devotion, which hath now wax ’d cold; ^ 
Yet legends say, that Luxury's brute hoof 
Intruded oft vvitliin such sacred fold, 

Like step of Bel’s false priest, ti'ack’d in Ins fane of old.^ 

Well pleased am 1, howe’er, that when the route 
Of our rude neighbours wbilome deign’d to come, 
Uncall’d, and eke unwelcome, to sweep out 
And cleanse our eliancel from the rags of Rome, 
Tliey spoke not on onr ancient fane the doom 
To which their bigot zeal gave o’er their owii, 

But spared the martyr’d saint and storied tonil>, 
Though papal miracles had graced the stone, 

And though the aisles still loved the organ’s swelling 
tone. 

And deem not, though ’tis now my part to paint 
A Prelate sway'd by love of power and gold, 

That all who wore the mitre of our Saint 
Like to ambitious Aldingar I hold ; 

Since both in modern times and days of old 
It sate on those whose virtues might atone 
Their predecessors’ frailties trebly told ; 

Matthew and Morton we as such may own— 

And such (if fame speak truth) the honour’d Barring* 
ton."* 


And monumental caves ot death look cold, 

And shoot a chilluess to ray trembling heart.” 

CoNGBKvia’s Moumfnf} Act ii. Scene L 

See also Joanna Baillie’s “ De Montfort,” Acts iv. and v. 

3 See, in the Apocryphal Books, “ The History of Bel and 
the Dragon.” 

4 See, for the lives of Bishop Matthew and Bishop Morton, 
here alluded to, Mr. Surtees’s History of the Bishopric of 
Durham: the venerable Shute Barrington, their honoured 
successor, ever a kind friend of Sir Walter Scott, died in Iddl}. 
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n. 

But now to earlier and to ruder times, 

As subject meet, I tune my rugged rhymes, 

Telling how fairly the chapter was mot, 

And rood and boots in seemly order set ; 

Huge brass-clasp’d volumes, which the haiid 
Of studious priest hut rarely scanned. 

Now on fair carved desk display’d, 

’Twas theirs the solemn scene to aid. 

Overhead with many a scutcheon graced, 

And quaint devices interlaced, 

A labyrinth of crossing rows, 

The roof in lessening arches shows ; 

Beneath its shade placed proud and high, 

With footstool and with canopy. 

Sate Aldingar,— and prelate ne’er 

More haughty graced Saint Cuthhert’s chair ; 

Canons and deacons were placed below’, 

In due degree and lengthen’d row. 

Unmoved and silent each sat there, 
like image in his oaken chair ; 

Nor head, nor hand, nor foot they stirr’d, 

Nor lock of hair, nor tress of heard ; 

And of their eyes severe alone 

The twinkle show’d they were not stone. 

III. 

The Prelate was to speech address’d. 

Each head sunk reverent on each breast ; 

But ere his voice w^as heard — without 
Arose a wild tumultuous shout, 

Offspring of wonder mix’d with fear, 

Such as in crowded streets we hear 
Hailing the flames, that, bursting out, 

Attract yet scare the rabble rout. 

Ere it had ceased, a giant hand 
Shook oaken door and iron band, 

Till oak and iron both gave way, 

Clash’d the long bolts, the hinges bray. 

And, ere upon angel or saint they can call, 

Stands Harold the Dauntless in midst of the hall, 

■ IV. 

Now save ye, my masters, both rocket and rood. 
From Bishop with mitre to Deacon with hood ! 

For here stands Count Harold, old Witikind’s son, 
Come to sue for the lands w’hich his ancestors won.” 
The Prelate look’d round him with sore troubled eye. 
Unwilling to grant, yet afraid to deny; 

While each Canon and Deacon who heard the Dane 
, ■ .speak,' 

To be safely at home would have fasted a week ; — 
Then Aldingar roused him, and answer’d again, 

“ Thou suest for a boon which thou canst not obtain ; 
The Church hath no fiefs for an unchristen’d Dane. 
Thy father was wise, and his treasure hath given, 
That the priests of a chantry might hymn him to 
heaven ; 

And the fiefs which whilome he possess’d as his due, 
Have lapsed to the Church, and been granted anew 




To Anthony Conyers and Alberic Vere, 

For the service Saint Cuthbert’s bless’d banner to bear, 
When the bands of the North come to foray the Wear ; 
Then disturb not our conclave with wrangling or 
blame, 

But in peace and in patience pass hence as ye eame.” 
T. ■ ' 

Loud laugh’d the stern Pagan, — They're free from 
the care 

Of fief and of service, both Conyers and Vere, — 

Six feet of your chancel is all they will need, 

A buckler of stone and a corslet of lead. — 

Ho, Gunnar! — tlie tokens;” — and, sever’d anew, 

A head and a hand on the altar he threw. 

Then shudder’d with terror both Canon and Monk, 
They knew the glazed eye and the countenance 
shrunk, 

And of Anthony Conyers the half-grizzled hair, 

And the scar on the hand of Sir Alberic Tere. 

There was not a churchman or priest that was thei*e, 
But grew pale at the sight, and betook him to prayer. 

, 'VI. 

Count Harold laugh’d at their looks of fear : 

Was this the hand should your banner bear 
Was that the head should wear the casque 
In battle at the Church’s task? 

Was it to such you gave the place 
Of Harold with the heavy mace? 

Find me between the Wear and Tyne 
A knight will wield this club of mine, — 

Give him my fiefs, and I will say 
There ’s wit beneath the cowi of grey.” 

He raised it, rough with many a stain, 

Caught from crush’d skull and spouting brain ; 

He wheel’d it that it shrilly sung, 

And the aisles echo’d as it swung, 

Then dash’d it down with sheer descent, 

And split King Osric’s monument. — 

How’ like ye this music ? How trow ye the band 
That can wield such a mace may be reft of its land I 
No answ’er ? — I spare ye a space to agree, 

And Saint Cuthbert inspire you, a saint if he be. 

Ten strides through your chancel, ten strokes on your 
bell, 

And again I am with you — grave fathers, farew’oll.” 
VII. 

He turn’d from their presence, he clash’d the oak 
door, 

And the clang of his stride died away on the floor ; 
And his head from Ms bosom the Prelate uprears 
W'ith a ghost-seer’s look when the ghost disappears. 
Ye Priests of Saint Cuthbert, now give me your 
■■ ■ rede,' . ■ ■ 

For never of counsel had Bishop more need ! 

Were the arch-fiend incarnate in flesh and in bone. 
The language, the look, and the laugh were his 
own. 
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In the bounds of Saint Cuthbert there is hot a knight 
Dare confront in our quarrel yon goblin in fight ; 
Then rede me aright to his claim to reply^ 

’Tis unlawful to grant, and ’tis death to deny.’’ 

' ' vin..': 

On ven’son and malmsie that morning had fed 
The Cellarer Vinsauf—’twas thus that he said : 

“ Delay till to-mon*ow the Chapter’s reply; 

Det the feast be spread fair, an d the wine be pour’d high : 
If he’s mortal he drinks,— if he drinks, he is ours — 
His bracelets of iron,— his bed in our towers.” 

This man had a laughing eye, 

Trust not, friends, when such you spy ; 

A beaker’s depth he well could drain, 

Kevel, sport, and jest amain — 

The haunch of the deer and the grape’s bright dye 
Never bard loved them better than I ; 

But sooner than Vinsauf fill’d me my wine, 

Pass’d me his jest, and laugh’d at mine, 

Though the buck were of Bearpai*k, of Bourdeaux the 
' vine, 

With the dullest liennit I’d rather dine 
On an oaken calie and a draught of the Tyne. 

' IX. 

Walwayn the leech spoke next — he knew 
Each plant that loves the sun and dew, 

But special those whose juice can gain 
Dominion o’er the blood and brain ; 

The peasant who saw him by pale moonbeam 
Gathering such herbs by bank and stream, 

Deem’d his thin form and soundless tread 
Were those of wanderer from the dead. — 

Vinsauf, thy wine,” he said,/‘ hath power, 

Our gyves are heavy, strong our tower ; 

Yet three drops from this flask of mine, 

More strong than dungeons, gyves, or wine, 

Shall give him prison under ground 
More dark, more narrow, more profound. 

Short rede, good rede, let Harold have— 

A dog’s death and a heathen’s grave.” 

I have Iain on a sick man’s bed, 

Watching for hours for the leech’s tread, 

As if I deem’d that his presence alone 
Were of power to bid my pain begone ; 

1 have listed his words of comfort given, 

As if to oracles from heaven ; 

I have counted his steps from my chamber door, 

And bless’d them when they were heard no more ; — 
But sooner than Walwayn my sick couch should nigh, 
My choice were, by leech-craft unaided, to die. 

. ■ , X. 

Such service done in fervent zeal 
The Church may pardon and conceal,” 

The doubtful Prelate said, " hut ne’er 
The counsel ere the act should hear. — 

Anselm of Jarrow, advise us now, 

The stamp of wisdom is on thy brow ; 


Thy days, thy nights, in cloister pent, 

Are still to mystic learning lent 
Anselm of Jarrow, in thee is my hope, 

Thou well mayst give counsel to Prelate or Pope,” 

Answer’d the Prior — ’Tis wisdom’s use 
Still to delay what we dare not refuse ; 

Ere granting the boon he comes hither to aslv, 

Shape for the giant gigantic task ; 

Let us see how a step so sounding can tread 
In paths of darkness, danger, and dread ; 

He may not, he will not, impugn our decree, 

That calls but for proof of his chivalry ; 

And were Guy to return, or Sir Bevis the Strong, 
Our wilds have adventure might cumber them long — 
The Castle of Seven Sliields Kind Anselm, no 

more! 

The step of the Pagan approaches the door,” 

The churchmen were hush’d.^ — In his mantle of sluii. 
With his mace on his shoulder, Count Harold strode in. 
Thei’e was foam on his lips, there was fire in his eye, 
For, chafed by attendance, his fury was nigh. 

Ho ! Bishop,” he said, dost thou grant me my 
claim? 

Or must I assert it by falchion and flame ? 

XIl. 

On thy suit, gallant Harold ” the Bisliop replied, 

In accents which trembled, we may not decide, 
Until proof of your strength and your valour we saw — 
’Tis not that we doubt them, but such is the law.” — 
And would you, Sir Prelate, have Harold make sport 
For the cowls and the shavelings that herd in thy 
court ? 

Say what shall he do? — From the shrine shall ho tear 
The lead bier of thy patron, and heave it in air, 

And through the long chancel make Cuthbert take 
wing, 

With the speed of a bullet dismiss’d from the sling ? ” — 
Nay, spare such probation,” the Cellarer said, 

From the mouth of our minstrels thy task shall be 
read. 

While the wine sparkles high in the goblet of gold, 
And the revel is loudest, thy task shall be told; 

And thyself, gallant Harold, shall, hearing it, tell 
That the Bishop, his cowls, and his shavelings, meant 
well.” 

xni. 

Loud revell’d the guests, and the goblets loud rang, 
But louder the minstrel, Hugh Meneville, sang ; 

And Harold, the hurry and pride of whose soul, 

E’en when verging to fury, own’d music’s control, 

Still bent on the harper his bi’oad sable eye, 

And often untasted the goblet pass’d by; 

Than wine, or than wassail, to him wt^s moi’e dear 
The minstrel’s high tale of enchantment to hear; 

And the Bishop’ that day might of Vinsauf eomplain 
That his art had but wasted his wine-casks in mn. 








526 


SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


5IT. 


ertiE Cas'tls of t^E Se6eii ^^ielits. 

A BALLAD. 

The Druid Urien had daughtera seTen, 

Their skill could call the moon from heaven 5 
So fair their forms and so high their fame. 

That seven proud kings for their suitors came. 

King Mador and Rhys came from Powis and Wales, 
Unshorn was their hair, and unpruned were their 
■ mails ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

From Strath-Cl^Tde was Ewain, and Ewain was lame, 
And the red-bearded Donald from Galloway came. 

Lot, King of Lodon, was hunchbacked from youth ; 
Diinmail of Cumbria had never a tooth ; 

But Adolf of Bambrough, Northumberland’s heir. 
Was gay and was gallant, was young and was fair. 

There was strife ’mongst the sisters, for each one would 
have ■■ ■ 

For husband King Adolf, the gallant and brave ; 

And envy bred hate, and hate urged them to blows. 
When the firm earth was cleft, and the Arch-fiend 
' arose I 

He swore to the maidens their wish to fulfil — 

They swore tc? the foe they would work by his will. 

A spindle and distaff to each hath he given, 

Now hearken my spell, said the Outcast of heaven. 

Ye shall ply these spindles at midnight hour, 

And for every spindle shall rise a tower, 

Where the right shall be feeble, the wrong shall have 
power, 

And there shall ye dw’ell with your paramour.” 

Beneath the pale moonlight they sate on the wnld. 
And the rhymes which they chanted must never be 
told; 

And as the black wool from the distaff they sped, 
With blood from their bosom they moisten’d the thread. 

As light danced the spindles beneath the cold gleam, 
The castle arose like the bir*th of a dream — 

The seven towers ascended like mist from the ground, 
Seven portals defend them, seven ditches surround. 

Within that dread castle seven monarchs wnre wed, 
But six of the seven ere the morning lay dead ; 


With .their eyes all ,on fire, and. their daggers, aii. red* ' 
Seven damsels surround the Northumbrian’s bed. 

Six kingly bridegrooms to death we have done, 

Six gallant Idngdoms King Adolf hath won, 

Six lovely brides all his pleasure to do. 

Or the bed of the seventh shall be liusbandless too.” 

Well chanced it that Adolf the night when he wed 
Had contessM and had sain’d him ere boune to his bed ; 
He sprung from the couch and his broadsword he 
' drew, ■ . .. 

And there the seven daughters of Urien he slew. 

The gate of the castle he bolted and seal’d, 

And hung o’er each arch-stone a crown and a shield ; 
To the cells of Saint Dunstan then wended his way, 
And died in his cloister an anchorite grey. 

Seven monarchs’ wealth in that castle lies stow’d, 

The foul fiends brood o’er them like raven and toad. 
Whoever shall guesten these chambers witliin. 

From curfew till matins, that treasure shall win. 

But manhood growls faint as the work! waxes old! 
There lives not in Britain a champion so bold, 

So dauntless of heart, and so prudent of bi’ain, 

As to dare the adventure that treasure to gain. 

The waste ridge of Cheviot shall wave with the rye. 
Before the rude Scots shall Northumberland fly, 

And the flint cUfts of Bambro’ shall melt in the sun, 
Before that adventure he peril’d and wnn.^ 

■ ' XT. 

“ And is this my probation?” wild Harold he said, 

“ Within a lone castle to press a lone bed ? — 

Good even, my Lord Bishop, — Saint Cuthbert to bor* 
row, 

The Castle of Seven Shields receives me to-morrow.” 


1 “ The word * peril,' is continually used as a verb by both 
writers ■ 

‘ Nor peril aught for me agen.’ 

Lad^ of tliG Lake. Canto ii. stanza 26. 

‘ I peril’d thus the helpless child.' 

Lord of the Isles. Canto v. stanza 10. 

* Were the blood of all my ancestors in my veins, I would 
have periled it in this quarrel, 


tl)e 


CANTO FIFTH. 


Denmark’s sage courtier to her princely youth, 
Granting his cloud an ouzel or a whale, ^ 


‘ I were undeserving his grace, did I not peril it for his 
good.*— 

&c. Adolphus’ Letters on the Author of JVaverley. 

2 “ Hamlet Do you see yonder cloud, that’s almost in shape 
of a camel? 

Polonius, By the mass, and ’tis like a camel, indeed ! 

Ham* Methinks, it is like a weasel. 

Pol. It is backed like a wcarel. 

Ham* Or, like a whale? 

Pol. Very like a whale Hamlet 3 
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Spoke, though unwittingly, a partial truth ; 

For Fantasy embroidei:^ Nature’s veil* 

The tints of ruddy eve, or dawning pale, 

Of the swart thunder -cloud, or silver haze, 

Are but the ground-work of the rich detail 
Which Fantasy with pencil wild portrays, 
Blending what seems and is, in the wrapt muser’s 


Nor are the stubborn forms of earth and stone 
Less to the Sorceress’s empire given; 

For not with unsubstantial hues alone, 

Caught from the varying surge, or vacant heaven, 
From bursting sunbeam, or from flashing levin, 
She limns her pictures : on the earth, as air, 

Arise her castles, and her car is driven ; 

And never gazed the eye on scene so laii*, 

But of its boasted charms gave Fancy half the 
share, 

IL 

Up a wild pass went Harold, bent to prove, 

Hugh Meneville, the adventure of thy lay; 

Hunnar pursued his steps in faith and love, 

Ever companion of his master’s way. 

Midward their path, a rock of granite grey 
From the adjoining cliff had made descent, — 

A barren mass — yet with her drooping spray 
Had a young birch-tree crown’d its battlement, 
Twisting her fibrous roots through cranny, flaw, and 
rent. 


Though destined by tby evil star 
With one like me to rove. 

Whose business and whose joys are fouiid 
Upon the bloody battle-ground. 

Yet, foolish trembler as thou art, 

Thou hast a nook of my rude heart, 

; And thou and 1 will never part 

Harold would wrap the world in flame 
Ere injury on Gunnar came 1 ” 

IV. 

The grateful Page made no reply, 

But turn’d to Heaven his gentle ey®. 

And clasp’d his hands, as one who said, 

My toils— my wanderings are o’erpaid ! ” 
Then in a gayer, lighter strain, 

Compell’d himself to speech again ; 

And, as they flow’d along. 

His words took cadence soft and slow, 

And liquid, like dissolving snow, 

They melted into song. 

Y. 

What though through fields of carnage wide 
I may not follow Harold’s stride. 

Yet who with faithful Gunnar’s pride 
Lord Harold’s feats can see? 

And dearer than the couch of pride, 

He loves the bed of grey wolf’s hide, 

When slumbering by Lord Harold’s side * 

In forest, field, or lea.” — 


gaze. 


This rock and tree could Gunnar’s thought en- 
gage 

Till Fancy brought the tear-drop to his eye, 

And at his master ask’d the timid Page, 

“ What is the emblem that a bard shou’d spy 
In that rude rock and its green canopy I” 

And Harold said, Like to the helmet bravo 
Of warrior slain in fight it seems to lie. 

And these same drooping boughs do o’er it wave 
Not all unlike the plume his lady’s favour gave.” — 

Ah, no!” replied the Page; the ill-starr’d 
love 

Of some poor maid is in the emblem shown, 

Whose fates are with some hero’s interwove. 

And rooted on a heart to love unknown : 

And as the gentle dew-s of heaven alone 
Nourish those drooping boughs, and as the scathe 
Of the red lightning rends both tree and stone, 

So fares it with her unrequited faith, — 

Her sole relief is tears — her only refuge death.” — 

: ■' in. 

Thou art a foinl fantastic boy,” 

Harold replied, to females coy, 

Yet prating still of love; 

Even so amid the clash of war 
I know thou lovest to keep afar, 


VI. 

Break off 1” said Harold, in a tone 
Where hurry and surprise w'ere shown. 

With some slight touch of fear,— 

Break ofi^ w^e are not here alone ; 

A Palmer form comes slowly on 1 
By cowl, and staff, and mantle known, 

My monitor is near. 

Now mark him, Giinnar, heedfiilly ; 

He pauses by the blighted tree — 

Dost see him, youth ?— Thou couldst not see 
When in the vale of Galilee 
1 first beheld his form, 

Nor w'hen we met that other while 
In Cephalonia’s I’ocky isle. 

Before the fearful storm, — 

Dost see him now?” — The Page, distraught 
With terror, answ'er’d, “ I see nought, 

And there is nought to see, 

Save that the oak’s scathed boughs fling down 
Upon the path a shadow brown. 

That, like a pilgrim’s dusky gown, 

Waves with the W’^a\ing tree.” 

VIL 

Count Harold gazed upon the oak 
As if his eyestrings w'ould have brok e^ 

And then resolvedly said,— 
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Be what it \iill yon iiliantom grey— 

Nor heaven, nor hell, shall ever say 
That for their shadows from his way 
Count Harold turn’d dismay’d: 
ril spealv him, though his accents fill 
My heart with that unwonted thrill 
Which vulgar minds call fear.^ 

I will suhdue it ! ” — Forth he strode, 

Paused where the blighted oak-tree show’d 
Its sable shadow on the road, 

And, folding on his bosom broad 

His arms, said, Speak — I hear.” 

VIII. 

The Deep Voice® said, O wild of will, 

Furious thy purpose to fulfil — 

Heart-sear’d and unrepentant still, 

How long, 0 Harold, shall thy tread 
Disturb the slumbers of the dead? 

Each step in thy wild way thou makest, 

The ashes of the dead thou wakest; 

And shout in triumph o’er thy path , 

The fiends of bloodshed and of wrath. 

In this thine hour, yet turn and hear ! 

For life is brief and judgment near.” 

TX. 

Then ceased The Voice. — ^The Dane replied 
In tones where awe and inborn pride 
For mastery strove, — In vain ye chide 
Tlie wolf for ravaging the flock. 

Or with its hardness taunt the rock, — 

I am as they — ^my Danish strain 
Sends streams of fire through every vein. 

Amid thy realms of gouie and ghost, 

Say, is the fame of Eric lost. 

Or Witikind’s the Waster, knowm 
Where fame or spoil was to be won ; 

Whose galleys ne’er bore off a shore 
They left not black with Same?— 

He w’as my sire, — and, sprung of him, 

That rover merciless and grim. 

Can 1 be soft and tame ? 

Part hence, and with my crimes no more upbraid me, 
I am that Waster’s son, and am but what he made me.” 

■ X. . 

The Phantom groan’d ; — the mountain shook around. 
The fawn and wild- doe started at the sound, 

The gorse and fern did wildly round them w^ave. 

As if some sudden storm the impulse gave. 

All thou hast said is truth — Yet on the head 
Of that bad sire let not the charge be laid, 

That he, like thee, with unrelenting pace, 

From grave to cradle ran the evil race: — 


» * I’li speak to it, though hell itself should gape.** 

. . ■ ■ HdinkU 

* “ Why sit’st thou by that ruin’d hall. 


' Relentless in his avarice and ire, 

Churches and towns he gave to sword and Are; 

Shed blood like w^ater, wasted every land, 

Like the destroying angeFs burning Ijrand ; 

Fulfill’d wliate’er of ill might be invented, 

Yes — all these things he did — he did, but he 
eepented! 

Perchance it is part of his punishment still, 

That his offspring pursues his example of ill. 

But thou, when thy tempest of wrath sliali next shake 
thee. 

Gird thy loins for resistance, my son, and awake 
thee; 

If thou yield’st to thy fury, how tempted soever, 

The gate of repentance shall ope for thee never ! ” — 

'■ XL ■ 

“ He is gone,” said Lord Harold, and gazed as he 
spoke ; 

There is nought on the path but the shade of the 
oak. 

lie is gone, whose strange presence ray feeling op- 
press’d, 

Lilie the night-hag that sits on the slumberer’s breast. 
My heart beats as thick as a lugitive’s tread, 

And cold dews drop from my brow and my head. — 
Ho I Gunnar, the flasket yon almoner gave ; 

He said that three drops would recall from the 
grave. 

For the first time Count Harold owns leech-craft has 
power, 

Or, his courage to aid, lacks the juice of a flower! ” 
The page gave the flasket, which Walwayn had fill’d 
W’ith the juice of wild roots that his art had 
distill’d — 

So baneful their influence on all that had breath, 

One drop had been frenzy, and two had been death. 
Harold took it, but drank not ; for jubilee shrill, 

And music and clamour were heard on the liill, 

And down the steep pathway, o’er stock and o’er 
stone. 

The train of a bridal came blithesomely on ; 

There \vas song, there was pipe, there was timbrel, 
and still 

The burden was, Joy to the fair Metelill !” 

XII. 

Harold might see from his high stance, 

Himself unseen, that train advance 
With mirth and melody ; — 

On horse and foot a mingled throng, 

Measuring their steps to bridal song 
And bridal minstrelsy ; 

And ever when the blithsome rout 
Lent to the song their choral shout. 


Thou aged carle, so stem and grey ? 

‘ Knovr’st thou not me ? ’ the Deep Voice oriocl.” 

TTaverley Novels-~^Aiiiiqifcwj, voi. v,, p. 145. 
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Redoubling echoes roll’d about. 

While echoing cave and cliff sent out 
The answering symphony 
Of all those mimic notes which dwell 
In hollow rock and sounding dell. 

XIII. 

Joy shook his torch above the band. 

By many a various passion fann’d ; — 

As elemental sparks can feed 
On essence pure and coarsest weed, 

Gentle, or stormy, or refined, 

Joy takes the colours of the mind. I 

Lightsome and pure, but unrepress’d, 

He fired the bridegroom’s gallant breast ; 

More feebly strove with maiden fear, 

Y et still joy glimmer’d through the tear 
On the bride’s blushing cheek, that shows 
Like dewdrop on the budding rose ; 

While "Wulfstane’s gloomy smile declared 
The glee that selfish avarice shared, 

And pleased revenge and malice high 
Joy’s semblance took in Jutta’s eye. 

On dangerous adventure sped, 

The witch deem’d Harold with the dead, 

For thus that mom her Demon said:' — 

If, ere the set of sun, be tied >. 

The knot ’twixt bridegroom and his bride, 

The Dane shall have no power of ill 
O’er William and o’er Metelill.” 

And the pleased witch made answer, Then 
Must Harold have pass’d from the paths of men ! 
Svil I’epose may his spirit have, — 

May hemlock and mandrake find root in his| 
grave, — 

May his death-sleep be dogged by dreams of dis- 
may, 

And his waking be worse at the answering day.” 

. XIV; , . 

Such was their various mood of glee 
Blent in one shout of ecstasy. 

But still when Joy is brimming highest, 

Of Sorrow and Misfortune nighest, 

Of terror with her ague cheek, 

And lurking Danger, sages speak : — 

These haunt each path, hut chief they lay 
Their snares beside the primrose way. — 

Thus found that bridal band their path 
Beset by Harold in his wTath. 

Trembling beneath bis maddening mood, 

High on a rock the giant stood ; 

His shout was like the doom of death 
Spoke o’er their heads that pass’d beneath. 

His destined victims might not spy 
The reddening terrors of his eye, — ' 

The frown of rage that writhed his face, — 

The lip that foam’d like boar’s in chase 
But all could see~aiid, seeing, all 
Bore back to slum the threaten’d tall — 


The fragment which their giant foe 
Bent from the cliff and heaved to throw. 

^xv: 

Backward they bore ; — ^yet there two 

For battle who prepare : 

No pause of dread Lord William knew 
Ere his good blade was hare ; 

And Wulfstane bent his fatal yew. 

But ere the silken cord he drew, 

As hurl’d from Heela’s thunder, flew 
That ruin through the air ! 

Full on the outlaw’s front it came, 

And all that late had human name, 

And human face, and human frame, 

That lived, and moved, and had free will 
To choose the path of good or ill. 

Is to its reckoning gone ; 

And nought of Wulfstane rests behind, 

Save that beneath that stone, 
Half-buried in the dinted clay, 

A red and shapeless mass there lay 
Of mingled flesh and bone ! 

XVI. 

As from the bosom of the sky 
The eagle darts amain, 

Three bounds from yonder summit high 
Placed Harold on the plain. 

As the seared wild-fowl scream and lly, 

So fled the bridal train ; 

As ’gainst the eagle’s peerless might 
The noble falcon dares the fight, 

But dares the fight in vain. 

So fought the bridegroom; from his baud 
The Dane’s rude mace has struck bis brand, 
Its glittering fragments strew the sand, 

Its lord lies on the plain. 

Now, Heaven ! take noble William’s part, 
And melt that yet unmelted heart, 

Or, ere his bridal hour depart. 

The hapless bridegroom ’s slain ! 

XVII. 

Count Harold’s frenzied rage is high, 

There is a death-fire in his eye, 

Deep furrows on his brow are trench'd, 

His teeth are set, his hand is clench’d. 

The foam upon his lip is white, 

His deadly arm is up to smite ! 

But, as the mace aloft he swung, 

To stop the blow young Gunnar sprung, 
Around his master’s knees he clung, 

And cried, In mercy spare ! 

0, think upon the words of fear 
Spoke by that visionary Seer, 

The ci'isis he foretold is here, — 

Grant mercy, — or despair I ” 

This word suspended Harold’s mood. 

Yet still w’itli arm upraised he stood, 
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And visage IHce the headsman's rude 
That pauses for the sign. 

« 0 mark thee with the blessed rood/’ 

The Page implored ; Speak word of good, 

Resist the hend, or be subdued I ” 

He sign’d the cross divine — 

Instant his eye hath human light, 

Less red, less keen, less fiercely bright ; 

His brow relax’d the obdurate frown, 

The fatal mace sinks gently down, 

He turns and strides away ; 

Yet oft, like revellers who leave 
Unfinish’d feast, looks back to grieve, 

As if repenting the reprieve 
He granted to his prey. 

Yet still of forbearance one sign hath he given, 

And fierce Witikind’s son made one step towards 
heaven. 

XVIIl. 

But though his dreaded footsteps part, 

Death is behind and shakes his dart 5 
Lord William on the plain is lying, 

Beside him Metelill seems dying I — 

Bring odours— essences in haste — 

And io I a flasket richly chased,' — 

But Jutta the elixir proves 

Ere pouring it for those she love^— * 

Then Walwayn’s potion was not wasted. 

For when three drops the hag had tasted, 

So dismal was her yell. 

Each bird of evil omen woke, 

The raven gave his fatal croak, 

And shriek’d the night-crow from the oak, 

The screech-owl from, the thicket broke. 

And flutter’d down the dell ! 

So fearful was the sound and stern. 

The slumbers of the full-gorged erne 
Were startled, and from furze and fern 
Of forest and of fell, 

The fox and famish’d wolf replied, 

(For wolves then prowl’d the Cheviot side.) 

JVom mountain head to mountain head 
The unhallow’d sounds around were sped ; ^ 

But when their latest echo fled, 

The sorceress on the ground lay dead. 

XIX, 

Such was the scene of blood ana woes. 

With wdiich the bridal morn arose 
Of William and of Metelill ; 

But oft, when dawning ’gins to spread, 

The summer morn peeps dim and red 
Above the eastern hill, 

Ere, bright and fair, upon his road 
The King of Splendour walks abroad ; 

So, w'hen this cloud had pass’d away. 


1 See a note on the Lord of the Isles, Canto v, st.31, p. 449, 
ante. 


Bright was the nooMti<le of their day, 
And all serene its setting ray. 


CANTO SIXTH. 


L 

Well do I hope that this my minstrel tale 
Will tempt no traveller from southern fields, 
Whether in tilbury, barouche, or mail, 

To view the Castle of these Seven Proud Shields. 
Small confirmation its condition yields 
To Meneville’s high lay, — No towers are seen 
On the wild heath, but those that Fancy builds, 
And, save a fosse that tracks the moor with gre^ii, 
Is nought remains to tell of what may there have been. 

And yet grave authors, with the no small waste 
Of their grave time, have dignified the spot 
By theories, to prove the fortress placed 
By Roman bands, to curb the invading Scot. 
Hutchinson, Horsley, Camden, I might quote. 

But rather choose the theory less civil 
Of boors, who, origin of things forgot, 

Refer still to the origin of evil, 

And for their master-mason choose that master-fiend 
the Devil. 

II. 

Therefore, 1 say, it was on fiend-built towers 
That stout Count Harold bent his wondering gaze?, 
When evening dew was on the heather flowers, 
And the last sunbeams made the mountain blaze, 
And tinged the battlements of other days 
With the bright level light ere sinking down. — 
Illumined thus, the Dauntless Dane surveys 
The Seven Proud Shields that o’er the portal frown, 
And on their blazons traced high marks of old renown. 

A wolf North Wales had on his armour-coat, 

And Rhys of Powis-Iand a couchant stag ; 
Strath-Clwyd’s strange emblem was a stranded boat, 
Donald of Galloway’s a trotting nag; 

A corn-sheaf gilt was fertile Lodon’s brag ; 

A dudgeon-dagger was by Dunmail worn ; 
Northumbrian Adolf gave a sea-beat crag 
Surmounted by a ci’oss — such signs were borne 
Upon these antique shields, all wasted now and worn. 

HI. 

These scami’d, Count Harold sought the castle-door, 
Whose ponderous bolts were rusted to decay; 

Yet till that hour adventurous knight forbore 
The unobstructed passage to essay. 
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More Btvong than armed warders in array, 

And obstacle more sure than bolt or bar, 

Sate in the portal Terror and Dismay, 

While Superstition, who forbade to war 
With foes of other mould than mortal clay, 

Cast spells across the gate, and barr’d the onward 
v„ way. 

Vain now those spells; for soon with heavy clank 
The feebly-fasten’d gate was inward push’d, 

And, as it oped, through that emblazon’d rank 
Of antique shields, the wind of evening rush’d 
With sound most like a groan, and then was hush’d. 
Is none who on such spot such sounds could hear 
But to his heart the blood had faster rush’d ; 

Yet to bold Harold’s breast that throb was dear — 
It spoke of danger nigh, but had no touch of fear. 

IV, 

Yet Harold and his Page no signs have traced 
Within the castle, that of danger show’d ; 

For still the halls and courts were wild and waste, 
As through their precincts the adventurers trode. 
The seven huge towers rose stately, tall, and broad, 
Each tower presenting to their scrutiny 
A hall in which a king might make abode, 

And fast beside, garnish’d both proud and high, 
Was placed a bower for rest in which a king might lie. 

As if a bridal there of late had been, 

Deck’d stood the table in each gorgeous hall ; 

And yet it w^as two hundred years, I ween, 

Since date of that unhallow’d festival. 

Flagons, and ewers, and standing cups, were all 
Of tarnish’d gold, or silver nothing clear. 

With throne begilt, and canopy of pall, 

And tapestry clothed the walls with fragments sear — 
Frail as the spider’s mesh did that rich woof appear. 

' V. '■ 

In every bower, as round a hearse, was hung 
A dusky crimson curtain o’er the bed, 

And on each couch in ghastly wise were flung 
The wasted relics of a monarch dead; 

Barbaric ornaments around were spread, 

Vests twined with gold, and chains of precious 
stone, 

And golden circlets, meet for monarch’s head ; 
While grinn’d, as if in scorn amongst them thrown, 
The wearer’s fleshless skull, alike with dust bestrewn. 

For these were they who, drunken with delight, 
On pleasure's opiate pillow laid their head, 


1 “ In an invention like tliis we are hardly to look for pro- 
babilities, but all these preparations and ornaments are not 
quite consistent with the state of society two hundred years 
before the Danish Invasion, as far as we know any thing of it. 
In these matters, however, the author is never very scrupu- 
lous, and has too little regarded propriety in the minor cir- 
cumstances ; thus Harold is clad in a kind of armour not worn 
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For whom the bride’s shy footstep, slow and light, 
Was changed ere morning to the murderer’s tread. 
For human bliss and woe in the frail thread 
Of human life are all so closely twined, 

That till the shears cf Fate the texture shred. 

The close succession cannot he disjoin’d, 

Nor dare we, from one hour, judge that which comes 
behind. 

; VI. 

But where the work of vengeance had been done. 
In that seventh chamber, was a sterner sight ; 
There of the witch-brides lay each skeleton, 

Still in the posture as to death when dight. 

For this lay prone, by one blow slain outright ; 

And that, as one who struggled long in dying; 

One bony hand held knife, as if to smite ; 

One bent on fleshless knees, as mercy crying ; 

One lay across the door, as kill’d in act of flying.* 

The stern Dane smiled this charnel-house to 
see, — 

For his chafed thought return’d to Metelill ; — 

And Well,” he said, hath woman’s perfidy, 
Empty as air, as water volatile. 

Been here avenged — The origin of ill 
Through woman rose, the Christian doetnne 
saith : 

Nor deem I, Gunnar, that thy niiiistrel skill 
Can show example where a woman’s breath 
Hath made a true-love vow, and, tempted, kept her 
faith.” 

VII. 

The minstrel-boy half smiled, half sigh’d, 

And his half-filling eyes he dried. 

And said, The theme I should but wrong, 

Unless it were my dying song, 

(Our Scalds have said, in dying hour 
The Northern harp has treble power,) 

Else could I tell of woman’s faith, 

Defying danger, scorn, and death. 

Firm was that faith, — as diamond stone 
Pure and unflaw’d,-— her love unknown, 

And unrequited ; — firm and pure, 

Her stainless faith could all endure ; 

From clime to clime, — from place to place, - 
Through w^'ant, and danger, and disgrace, 

A wanderer’s wayward steps could trace.— 

All this she did, and guerdon none 
Required, save that her burial-stone 
Should make at length the secret known, 

‘ Thus hath a faithful woman done.’ — 


until some hundred years after the era of the poem, and many 
of the scenes described, like that last quoted, (stanaas iv, v. 
vi,) belong even to a still later period. At least this defect i» 
not an imitation of Mr. Scott, who, being a skilful ant iqnnry, 
is extremely careful as to niceties of this mtV-^Critu'al Re.- 
view. 
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Kot in each breast such truth is laid, 

But Eivir was a Danish maid,” — 

Till. 

Thou art a wild enthusiast/” said 
Count Harold, “ for thy Danish maid ; 

And yet, young Gunnar, I will own 
Hers were a faith to rest upon. 

But Emr sleeps beneath her stone, 

And all resembling her are gone. 

What maid e”er showed such constancy 
In plighted faith, like thine to me? 

But couch thee, boy; the darksome shade 
Falls thickly round, nor be dismay’d 
Because the dead are by. 

They were as we ; our little day 
O’erspent, and w’e shall be as they. 

Y et near me, Gunnar, be thou laid. 

Thy couch upon my mantle made, 

That thou mayst think, should fear invade. 
Thy master slumbers nigh.’” 

Thus couch’d they in that dread abode. 

Until the beams of dawning glow’d. 

IX. 

An alter’d man Lord Harold rose. 

When he beheld that dawn unclose — 
There’s trouble in his eyes, 

And traces on his brow and cheek 
Of mingled awe and wonder speak : 

^ My page,” he said, “ arise ; — 

Leave we this place, my page.” — No more 
He utter’d till the castle door 
They cross’d — ^but there he paused and said, 
“ My wildness hath awaked the dead — 
Disturb’d the sacred tomb ! 

Methought this night I stood on high. 
Where Hecla roars in middle sky, 

And in her cavern’d gulfs could spy 
The central place of doom ; 

And there before my mortal eye 
Souls of the dead came flitting by, 

Whom fiends, with many a fiendish cry. 
Bore to that evil den ! 
hly eyes grew dizzy, and my brain 
Was vvilder’d, as the elvish train, 

With shriek and howl, dragg’d on amain 
Those who had late been men. 


X. ■■ 

With haggard eyes and streaming hair, 
Jutta the Sorceress was there. 

And there pass’d Wulfstane, lately slain, 
All crush’d and foul with bloody stain, — 
More had I seen, but tliat uprose 
A whirlwind wild, and swept the snows; 
And with such sound as when at need 
A champion spurs his horse to speed, 
Three arm’d knights rush on, who lead 
Caparison’d a sable steed. 



Sable their harness, and there came 
Through their closed visors sparks of 
The first proclaim’d, in sounds of fear, 

‘ Harold the Dauntless, welcome here! 

The next cried,/ Jubilee I we’ve won 
Count Witikind the Waster’s son V 
And the third rider sternly spoke, 

^ Mount, in the name of Zernehock ! — 

From us, 0 Harold, were thy pow’^ers, — 

Thy strength, thy dauntlessness, are ours ; 
Nor think, a vassal thou of hell. 

With hell can strive.’ The fiend spoke true ! 
My inmost soul the summons knew. 

As captives know the kneil 
That says the headsman’s sword is bare, 

And, with an accent of despair. 

Commands them quit their cell. 

I felt resistance was in vain. 

My foot had that fell stirrup ta’en, 

My hand was on the fatal mane, 

When to my rescue sped 
That Palmer’s visionary form, 

And — nice the passing of a storm — 

The demons yell’d and fled I 

XL 

His sable cowl, flung back, reveal’d 
The features it before conceal’d ; 

And, Gunnar, I could find 
In him whose counsels strove to stay 
So oft my course on wilful way. 

My father Witikind I 

Doom’d for his sins, and doom’d for mins, 

A wanderer upon earth to pine 
Until liis son shall turn to grace, 

And smooth for him a resting-place.— 
Gunnar, he must not haunt in vain 
This world of wretchedness and pain : 

I’ll tame my wilful heart to live 
In peace — to pity and forgive — 

And thou, for so the Vision said, 

Must in thy Lord’s repentance aid. 

Thy mother was a prophetess, 

He said, who by her skill could guess 
How close the fatal textures join 
Which knit thy thread of life with mine ; 
Then, dark, he hinted of disguise 
She framed to cheat too curious eyes, 

That not a moment might divide 
Thy fated footsteps from my side. 

Methought while thus my sire did teach, 

I caught the meaning of his speech. 

Yet seems its purport doubtful now.” 

His hand then sought his thoughtful brow 
Then first he mark’d, that in the townr 
His glove was left at waking hour. 

Xll. 

Trembling at first, and deadly pale, 

Had Gunnar heard the vision’d tale; 
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But when be learn'd the dubious close, 

He blush’d like any opening rose. 

And, glad to hide his tell-tale cheek. 

Hied back that glove of mail to seek 5 
When soon a shriek of deadly dread 
Summon’d his master to his aid. 

XIIL 

What sees Count Harold in that bower, 

. So late his resting-place ? — 

The semblance of the Evil Power, 

Adored by all his race ! 

Odin in living form stood there, 

His cloak the spoils of Polar bear ; 

For plumy crest a meteor shed 
Its gloomy radiance o’er his head, 

Yet veil’d its haggard majesty 
To the wild lightnings of his eye. 

Such height was his, as when in stone 
O’er U psal’s giant altar show n : 

So flow’d his hoary beard ; 

Such was his lance of mountain -pine, 

So did his sevenfold buckler shine ; — 

But when his voice he rear’d, 

Deep, without harshness, slow and strong, 
The powerful accents roll’d along, 

And, while he spoke, his hand was laid 
On captive Gunnar’s shrinking head. 

XIV. 

".Harold,” he said, " what rage is tliine, 

To quit the worship of thy line, 

To leave thy Warrior-God ? — ■ 

With me is glory or disgrace, 

Mine is the onset and the chase, 

Embattled hosts before my face 
Are wither’d by a nod. 

Wilt thou then forfeit that high seat 
Deserved by many a dauntless feat, 

Among the heroes of thy line, 

Eric and fiery Thorarine ?— 

Thou wilt not. Only I can give 
The joys for which the valiant live, 

Victory and vengeance—- only I 
Gan give the joys for which they die, 

The immortal tilt — ^tlie banquet full. 

The brimming draught from foeman’s skull. 
Mine art thou, witness this thy glove, 

The faitMul pledge of vassal’s love.” — 

XV. 

" Tempter,” said Harold, firm of heart, 

" I charge thee, hence ! whate’er thou art, 

I do defy thee— and resist 
The kindling frenzy of my breast, 

Waked by thy words j and of my mail, 


1 Mr. Adolphus, in his Letters on the Author of Waverley, 
p. £30, remarks on the coincidence between “ the catastrophe 
oi ‘ The Black Dwarf,’ the recognition of Mortham’s lost son 


Nor glove, nor buckler, .splent, nor nail, 

Shall rest with thee — that youth release, 

And God, or Demon, part in peace.”— 

" Eivir,” the Shape replied, " is mine. 

Mark’d in the birth-hour with my sign. 

Think’st thou that priest with drops of spray 
Gould wash that blood-red mark away ? 

Or that a borrow’d sex and name 
Can abrogate a Godhead’s claim 
Thrill’d this strange speech through HaroId^s 
brain, • 

He clench’d his teeth in high, disdain, 

For not his new-born faith subdiCvi 
Some tokens of his ancient mood. — 

" Now, by the hope so lately given 
Of better trust and purer heaven, 

I will assail thee, fiend I ” — Then rose 
His mace, and with a storm of blows 
The mortal and the Demon close. 

XVL 

Smoke roll’d above, fire flash’d around, 

Darken’d the sky and shook the ground ; 

But not the artillery of hell. 

The bickering lightning, nor the rock 
Of turrets to the earthquake’s sliock, 

Could Harold’s courage quell. 

Sternly the Dane his purpose kept, 

And blows on blows resistless heap’d, 

Till quail’d that Demon Form, 

And — tor his power to hurt or Idll 
Was bounded by a higher will — 

Evanish’d in the storm. 

Nor paused the Champion of the North, 

But raised, and bore liis Ei\ir forth, 

From that wild scene of fiendish strife, 

To light, to liberty, and life ! 

XVII. 

He placed her on a hank of moss, 

A silver runnel bubbled by, 

And new-horn thoughts his soul engross, 

And tremors yet unknowm across 
His stubborn sinews fly. 

The while with timid hand the clew 
Upon her brow and neck he threw, 

And mark’d liow’' life with rosy hue 
On her pale cheek revived anew. 

And glimmer’d in her eye. 

Inly he said, " That silken tress, — ^ 

What blindness mine that could not guess ! 

Or how could page’s rugged dre.ss 
That bosom’s pride belie ? 

O, dull of heart, through wild and wave 
111 search of blood and death to rave, 

With such a partner nigh!” ^ 


in the Irish orphan of " Bolcehy,’ and the conversion of Ha 
rold’spage into a fenaale,”— all -which he calls “ specimens of 
nnsuccessful contrivfc” ^e, at a great expense of probabOly.’ 
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XVIII. 

Then in the mirror’d pool he peer’d, 
Blnmed his rough loclis and shaggy heard. 
The stains of recent conflict clear’d,— 

And thus the Champion proved. 

That he feare now who never fear’d, 

And loves who never loved. 

And Eivir— life is on her cheek, 

And yet she will not move or spealf. 

Nor will her eyelid fully ope. 
Perchance it loves, that half-shut eye. 
Through its long fringe, reserved and shy. 
Affection’s opening dawn to spy 5 
And the deej) blndi, which bids its dye 
O’er cheek, and brow, and bosom fly, 
Speaks shame-faeedness and hope. 


XIX. 

But vainly seems the Dane to seek 
I’or terms his new’-born love to speak, — 
For words, save those of wi’ath and wrong. 
Till now were strangers to his tongue ; 

So, when he raised the blushing maid, 

In blunt and honest terms he said, 

(’Twere well that maids, when lovers woo. 
Heard none more soft, were all as time,) 


^ “ * Harold the Dauntless,* like ‘ The Bridal of Trier- 
main/ is a tolerably successful imitation of some parts of the 


style of Mr.W alter Scoit ; but, like all imitations, it is clearly 
distinguishable from the prototype ; it wants the life and sea- 
soning of originality. To illustrate this familiarly from the 
stage We have all witnessed a hundred imitations of popu- 
lar actors— of Kemble, for instance, in which the voice, the 
gesture, and somewhat even of the look, were copied. In ex- 
ternals the resemblance might be sufficiently correct; but 
whore was the infonning soul, the mind that dictated the ac- 
tion and expression? Who could endure the tedium of seeing 
the imitator go through a whole character? In ‘ Harold the 
Dauntless,’ the imitation of Mr. Scott is pretty obvious, hut 
wo are weary of it before we arrive near the end. The author 
has talent, and coiisiderahlo facility in versification, and on 
this account it is somewhat lamentable, not only that he 
should not have selected a better model, but that he should 
copy the parts of that model which are least worthy of study. 
Perhaps it was not easy to equal tlie energy of Mr. Scott’s line, 
or his picturesque descriptions. His peculiarities and defects 
were more attainable, and with these the writer of this novel 
in verse has generally contented himself ; he will also content 
a certain number of readers, who merely look for a few amu- 
sing or surprising incidents. In these, however, Harold the 
Dauntless’ does not abound so much as ‘ The Bridal of Trier- 
main.* They are, indeed, romantic enough to satisfy all the 
parlour-boarders of ladies’ schools in England ; but they want 
that appearance of probability which should give them inter- 
est,”— Cril/fa? iJctt't’w, -ftpril, 1817- 


‘‘We had formerly occasion to notice, with considerable 
praise, Tlie Bridal of Triermai^i. We remarked it as a pretty 
close imitation of Mr. Scott’s poetry ; and as that great master 
seems, for the present, to have left his lyre unstrung, a substi- 
tute, evufu of inferior value, ^ay be welcomed by the public. 
It appears to us, however, and still does, that the merit of 
*he present author consists rather in the soft and wildly tender 


" Eivir! since thou for mtiny a day 
Hast follow’d Harold’s wayward way, 

It is but meet that in the line 
Of after-life I follow thine. 

To-morrow is Saint Cuthbert’s tide, 

And we will grace his altar’s side, 

A Christian knight and Christian bride ; 

And of Witikmd’s son shall the marvel be said, 

That on the same morn he was christen’d and wed.”' 


CONCLUSION. 


And now, Ennui, what ails thee, weary maid ? 
And why these listless looks of yawning sorrow I 
No need to turn the page, as if ’twere lead, 

Or fling aside the volume till to-morrow. — 

Be cheer’d— ’tis ended— and I will not borrow. 
To try thy patience more, one anecdote 
From Bartholine, or Permskiold, or Snorro. 
Then pardon thou thy minstrel, who hath wrote 
A Tale six cantos long, yet scorn’d to add a note.^ 


passages, than in those rougher scenes of feud and fray, through 
which the poet of early times conducts his reader. His war- 
horse follows with somewhat of a hobbling pace the proud and 
impetuous courser whom he seeks to rival. Unfortunately, as 
it appears to us, the last style of poetical excellence is rather 
more aimed at here than in the former poem ; and as wc do not 
discover any improvement in the mode of treating it, Harold 
the Dauntless scarcely appears to us to equal the Bridal of 
Triermain. It contains, indeed, passagesof similar merit, but 
not quite so numerous; and such, we suspect, will ever be tlio 
case while the author continues to follow after this line of 
poetry.”— Mail.) Feb. 1817. 


“ This is an elegant, sprightly, and delightful little poexn, 
written apparently by a person of taste and genius, but who 
either possesses not the art of forming and combining a plot, 
or regards it only as a secondary and subordinate object. In 
this we do not ridely differ from him, but are sensible, mean- 
time, that many others will ; and that the rambling and un- 
certain nature of the stoiy will be the principal objection 
urged against the poem before us, as well as the greatest bar 
to its extensive popularity. The character of Mr. Scott’s ro- 
mances has effected a material change in our mode of esti- 
mating poetical compositions. In all the estimable works of 
our former poets, from Spenser down to Thomson and Cowper, 
the plot seems to have been regarded as good or bad, only in 
proportion to the advantages which it furnished for poetical 
description; but, of late years, one half, at least, of the meric 
of a poem is supposed to rest on the interest and management 
of the tale. 

We speak not exclusively of that numerous class of readers 
who peruse and estimate a new poem, or any poem, with the 
le feelings, and precisely on the same principles, as they 
do a novel. It is natural for such persons to judge only by the 
effect produced by the incidents ; but we have often been 
surprised that some of our literary critics, even those to whose 
judgment we w'ere most disposed to bow, should lay so much 
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stress oil the probability and fitness of every incident which manner of Scott ably mamtainod ttiroiii-lioiit, tnit the rerj 
the fancy of the poet may lead him to embellish in the course structure of the language, the associations, and the train of 
of a narrative poem, a great proportion of which must necos- thinking, appear to be precisely the same. It was once al- 
sarily be descriptive. The author of Harold the Dauntless leged by some writers, that it was impossible to imitate Mr. 
seems to have judged differently from these critics; and in Scott’s style ; but it is now fully proved to the world that there 
the lightsome rapid strain of poetry which he has chosen, we is no stylo more accessible to imitation ; for it will be remarked, 
feel no disposition to quarrel with him on account of the easy (laying parodies aside, which any one may execute), that Mr. 
and careless manner in which he has arranged his story. In Davidson and Miss Halford, as well as Lord Byron and Words- 
many instances he undoubtedly shows the hand of a master, worth, each in one instance, have all, without we believe in- 
andhastruly studied and seized the essential character of the tending it, imitated him with considerable closeness. The 
antique— -his attitudes and draperies arc unconfined, and va- author of the Poetic Mirror has given us one specimen of his 
Tied, with dcnii-tints, possessing much of the lustre, freshness, most polished and tender style, and another, still more close, 
and spirit of Rembrandt. The airs of his heads have grace, of his rapid and careless maimer ; but all of them fall greailp 
and his distances something of the lightness and keeping of short of The Bridal of Trkrmain, and the poem now before u$. 
Salvator Rosa. The want of harmony and union in the car- We are sure the author will laugh heartily in his sleeve at our 
nations of his females is a slight objection, and there is like- silliness and want of perception, when we confess to him that 
wise a meagre sizccZiww.? in his contrasts of chia7'0scur0 i but wenevercouldopeneithcrofthcso works, andperusehispages 
tliose are all redeemed by the felicity, execution, and master for two minutes with attention, and at the same time divest 
traits distinguishable in his grouping, as in a Murillo or Carra- our minds of the idea that we were engaged in an early or ex- 
veggio, perimental work of that great master. That they are geno- 

But the work has another quality, and though its leading rally inferior to the works of Mr. Scott in vigour and interest, 
one, we do not know whether to eensnre or approve it. it is admits not of dispute ; still they have many of his wild and 
an avowed imitation, and therefore loses jiart of its value, if softer beauties ; and if they fail to be read and admired, we 
viewed as an original production. On the other hand, regard- shall not on that account think the better of the taste of the 
ed solely as an imitation, it is one of the closest and most sue- uga.**— Blackwood's Mapazim;, April, D)17. 
cessful, without being either a caricature or a parody, that per- 
haps ever appeared in any language. Not only is the general END OP ITAROLD THE DAUNThRSS. 






^ ocular poetry. 


AND ON THE 

VaKIOUS collections of ballads of BRITAIN, PARTICULARL’V 

THOSE OF SCOTLAND. 


The Introduction originally prefixed to “ The Min- 
strelsy of the Scottish Border/’ was rather of a his- 
torical than a literary nature ; and the remarks which 
follow have been added, to afibrd the general reader 
some information upon the character of Ballad 
Poetry. 

It would be throwing away words to prove, what 
all must admit, the general taste and propensity of 
nations in their early state, to cultivate some species 
of rude poetry. When the organs and faculties of a 
primitive race have developed themselves, each for its 
proper and necessary use, there is a natural tendency 
to employ them in a more refined and regulated man- 
ner for purposes of amusement. The savage, after 
proving the activity of his limbs in the chase or the 
battle, trains them to more measured movements, to 
dance at the festivals of his tribe, or to perform obeis- 
ance before the altars of his deity. From the same 
impulse, he is disposed to refine the ordinary speech 
which forms the vehicle of social communication be- 
twixt him and his brethren, until, by a more ornate 
diction, modulated by certain rules of rhythm, cadence, 
assonance of termination, or recurrence of sound or 
letter, he obtains a dialect more solemn in expression, 
to record the laws or exploits of his tribe, or more 
sweet in sound, in which to plead liis own cause to 
his mistress. , „ 

This primeval poetry must have one general cha- 
racter in all nations, both as to its merits and its im- 
perfections. The earlier poets have the advantage, 
and it is not a small one, of having the first choice out 
of the stock of materials which are proper to the art ; 
and thus they compel later authors, if they would 
a^-roid slavishly imitating the fathers of verse, into 


1 These remarks were first appended to the edition of the 
** Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border,” 1830.-— Ed. 

2 Sir Walter Scott, as this paragraph intimates, nerer 


various devices, often more ingenious than elegant, 
that they may establish, if not an absolute claim to 
originality, at least a visible distinction betwixt them- 
selves and their predecessors. Thus it happens, that 
early poets almost uniformly display a bold, rude, 
original cast of genius and expression. They have 
walked at free-will, .and with unconstrained steps, 
along the wilds of Parnassus, while their followers 
move with constrained gestures and forced attitudes, 
in order to avoid placing their feet where their prede- 
cessors have stepped before them. The first bard who 
compared his hero to a lion, stmek a bobl and con- 
genial note, though the simile, in a nation of hunters, 
be a very obvious one ; but evei’y subsequent poet who 
shall use it, must either struggle hard to give his lion, 
as heralds say, with a difference^ or lie under the im- 
putation of being a servile imitator. 

It is not probable that, by any researches of modern 
times, we shall ever reach back to an earlier model of 
poetry than Homer ; but as there lived heroes before 
Agamemnon, so, unquestionably, poets existed before 
the immortal Bard who gave the King of kings his 
fame ; and he whom all civilized nations now acknow- 
ledge as the Father of Poetry, must have himself 
looked back to an ancestry of poetical predecessors, 
and is only held original because we Icnow not from 
whom he copied. Indeed, though much must be as- 
cribed to the riches of his own individual genius, the 
poetry of Homer argues a degree of perfection in an 
art which practice had already rendered regular, and 
concerning which, his frequent mention of the bards, 
or chanters of poetry, indicates plainly that it was 
studied by many, and known and admired by all.® 

It is indeed easily discovered, that the qualities ne- 


doubted that the Iliad and Odyssey were substantially the 
works of one and the same individual. He said of the Wol- 
fian hypothesis, that it was the most n'trligious one he luid 
heard of, and could never be believed in by any 
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cessary for composiBg sucli poems are not the portion 
of every man in the tribe; that the hard, to reach ex- 
cellence in his art, must possess something more than 
a full command of words and phrases, and the knack 
of arranging them in sncli form as ancient examples 
have fixed upon as the recognised structure of na- 
tional verse. The tribe speedily become sensible, that 
besides this degree of mechanical facility, which (like 
making what are called at school nonsense verses) 
may be attained by dint of memory and practice, much 
higher qualifications are demanded. A keen and 
active power of observation, capable of perceiving at a 
glance the leading circumstances from which the in- 
cident described derives its character; quick and 
powerftil feelings, to enable the bard to comprehend 
and delineate those of the actors in Iiis piece ; and a 
command of language, alternately soft and elevated, 
and suited to express the conceptions which he had 
formed in his mind, are all necessary to eminence in 
the poetical art. 

Above all, to attain the highest point of his profes- 
sion, the poet must have that original power of em- 
bodying and detailing circumstances, which can place 
before the eyes ot others a scene which only exists in 
his own imagination. This last high and creative 
faculty, namely, that of impressing the mind of the 
hearers with scenes and sentiments having no ex- 
istence save through their art, has procured for the 
bards of Greece the term of Uoivirvist which, as it sin- 
gularly happens, is literally translated hy the Scottish 
epithet for the same class of persons, whom they termed 
the Makers. The French phrase of Trouvenrs, or 
Troubadours, namely, the Finders, or Inventors, has 
the same reference to the quality of original conception 
and invention proper to the poetical art, and without 
which it can hardly be said to exist to any pleasing or 
useful purpose. 

The mere arrangement of words into poetical rhythm, 
or combining them according to a technical rule or 
measure, is so closely connected wuth the art of music, 
that an alliance between these two fine arts is very 
soon closely formed. It is fruitless to enquire which 
of them has been first invented, since doubtless the 
precedence is accidental ; and it signifies little whether 
the musician adapts verses to a rude tune, or whether 
the primitive poet, in reciting his productions, falls 
naturally into a chant or song. With this additional I 
accomplishment, the poet becomes or the man 
of song, and his character is complete when the addi- 
tional accompaniment of a lute or harp is added to 
his vocal performance. 

Here, therefore, we have the history of early poetry 
m all nations. But it is evident that, though poetry 
seems a plant proper to almost all soils, yet not only 
is it of various kinds, according to the climate and ' 
country in which it has its origin, but the poetry of 


1 The ** Poema del Cid” (of which Mr. Frere has translated 
jorae specimens) :s, however, considered by every historian 
of Spanish litera*nre^ aa the work of one nand ; and is ovi- 


! different nations differs still more widely in the degree 
of excellence which it attains. This must depend in 
some measure, no doubt, on the temper and manners 
of the people, or their proximity to those spirit-stirring 
events which are naturally selected as the subject of 
poetry, and on the more comprehenvsive or energetic 
charactei* of the language spoken by the tribe. But 
the progress of the art is far more dependent upon 
the rise of some highly gifted individual, possessing in 
a pre-eminent and uncommon degree the powers de- 
manded, whose talents influence the taste of a whole 
nation, and entail on their posterity and language a 
character almost indelibly sacred. In this respect 
Homer stands alone and unrivalled, as a light from 
whose lamp the genius of successive ages, and of dis- 
tant nations, has caught fire and illumination; and 
who, thotigh the early poet of a rude age, has pur- 
chased for the era he has celebrated, so much rever- 
ence, that, not daring to bestow on it the term of 
barbarous, we distinguish it as the heroic period. 

No other poet (sacred and inspired authors excepted) 
ever did, or ever will, possess the same influence over 
posterity, in so many distant lands, as has been ac- 
quired by the blind old man of Chios ; yet we are US'* 
sured that his works, collected by the pious care of 
Pisistratus, who caused to be united into their present 
form those divine poems, would otherwise, if preserved 
at all, have appeared to succeeding generations in the 
humble state of a collection of detached ballads, con- 
nected only as referring to the same age, the same ge- 
neral subjects, and the same cycle of heroes, like the 
metrical poems of the Cid in Spain,^ or of Robin Hood 
in England. 

In other countries, less favoured, either in language 
or in picturesque incident, it cannot be supposed that 
even the genius of Homer could have soared to such 
exclusive eminence, since he must at once have been 
deprived of the subjects and themes so well adapted 
for his muse, and of the lofty, melodious, and flexible 
language in wdiich he reeox’ded them. Other nations, 
during the formation of their ancient poetry, wanted 
the genius of Homer, as well as his picturesque scenex’y 
and lofty language. Y et the investigation of the early 
poetry of every nation, even the rudest, carries with it 
an object of curiosity and interest. It is a chapter in 
the history of the childhood of society, and its resem- 
blance to, or dissimilarity from, the popular rhymes 
of other nations in the same stage, must needs illus- 
trate the ancient history of states; their slower or 
swifter progress to wax’ds civilisation ; their gradual or 
more rapid adoption of manners, sentiments, and re- 
ligion. The study, therefore, of lays rescued from the 
gulf of oblivion, must in every case possess consider- 
able interest for the moral philosox>her and gcnci-al 
historian. 

The historian of an individual nation is equally or 


Aently more ancient tlian the detached ballads on the Adven- 
tures of the Campeador, which are included in the Cancion- 
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luorc iiceply interested in the rcs%a,rches into popular 
poetry^ since he must not disdain to gather from the 
tradition conveyed in ancient ditties and ballads, the 
infoi'mation necessary to confirm or correct intelli- 
gence collected from more certain sources. And 
although the poets were a fabling race from the very 
beginning of time, and so much addicted to exagge- 
ration, that their accounts are seldom to bo relied on 
without corroborative evidence, yet instances fre- 
quently occur where the statements of poetical tra- 
dition are unexpectedly confirmed. 

To the lovers and admirers of poetry as an art, it 
cannot be uninteresting to have a glimpse of the 
National Muse in her cradle, or to hear her babbling 
the earliest attempts at the formation of the tuneful 
sounds with which she was afterwards to charm pos- 
terity. And I may venture to add, that among 
poetry, which, however rude, was a gift of Nature’s 
first fruits, even a reader of refined taste will find his 
patience rewarded, by passages in which the rude 
minstrel rises into sublimity or melts into pathos. 
These were the merits which induced the classical 
Addison^ to write an elaborate commentary upon 
the ballad of Chevy Chase, and which roused, lilve the 
sound of a trumpet, the heroic blood of Sir Philip 
Sidiiey.2 

It is true that passages of this high character sel- 
dom occur ; for, during the infancy of the art of 
poetry, the bards have been generally satisfied with a 
rude and careless expression of their sentiments ; and 
even when a more felicitous expression, or loftier 
numbers, have been dictated by the enthusiasm of the 
composition, the advantage came unsought for, and 
perhaps unnoticed, either by the minstrel or the au- 
dience. 

Another cause contributed to the tenuity of thought 
and poverty of expression, by which old ballads are 
too often distinguished. The apparent simplicity of 
the ballad stanza carried with it a strong temptation 
to loose and trivial composition. The collection of 
rhymes, accumulated by the earliest of the craft ap- 
pear to have been considered as forming a joint stock 
for the common use of the profession ; and not mere 
rhymes only, but verses and stanzas, have been used 
as common property, so as to give an appearance of 
sameness and crudity to the whole series of popular 
poetry. Such, for instance, is the salutation so often 
repeated, — 

“ Now noaven thee save, thou brave young knight, 

Now Heaven thee save and see.” 

And such the usual expression for taking counsel 
with. 

‘ Rede me, rede me, brother dear, 

My rede shall ri.se at thee.” 


^ S'OO The Spectator, No. 70 and 74. 

2 « I never iieard the old song of Percio and Douglas, that 
1 found not my heart moved more than with the sound of a 
trumpet ; and yet it is snug but by some blind crowder, with 
no rougher voice than rude style.”-— Sidnky, 


Such also is the iinvaned account of the rose and the 
brier, which are said to spring out of the grave of the 
hero and heroine' of these metrical legends, with little 
effort at a variation of the expressions in which the 
incident is prescriptively told. The least acquain- 
tance with the subject will recall a great number of 
commonplace verses, which each ballad-maker has 
nnceremoniously appropriated to himself ; thereby 
greatly facilitating his own task, and at the same 
time degrading his art by his slovenly use of over- 
scutched phrases. From the same indolence, the 
ballad-mongers of most nations have availed them- 
selves of every opportunity of prolonging their pieces, 
of the same kind, without the labour of actual com- 
position. If a message is to be delivered, the poet 
saves himself a little trouble, by u.sing exactly the 
same words in wduch it was originally couched, to 
secure its being transmitted to the jierson for whose 
ear it w^as intended. The bards of ruder climes, and 
less favoured languages, may indeed claim the coun- 
tenance of Homer for such repetitions ; but whilst, in 
the Father of Poetry, they give tbe reader an oppor- 
tunity to pause, and look back upon the enchanted 
gi'ound over which they have travelled, they afford 
nothing to the modern hard, save fiieilitating the 
power of stupifying the audience with stanzas of dull 
and tedious iteration. 

Another cause of the flatness and insipidity, which 
is the great imperfection ot ballad poetry, is to bo 
ascribed less to the compositions in their original 
state, when reheai’sed by their authors, than to the 
ignorance and errors of tlie reciters or transcribers, 
by whom they have been transmitted to us. The 
more popular the composition of an ancient poet, or 
Maher, became, the greater chance there was of its 
being corrupted ; for a poem transmitted througli a 
number of reciters, like a book reprinted in a multi- 
tude of editions, incurs the risk of impertinent inter- 
polations from the conceit of one rehearser, unintelli- 
gible blunders from the stupidity of another, and 
omissions equally to be regretted, from the want of 
memory in a third. This sort of injury is felt very 
early, and the reader will find a curious instance in 
the Introduction to the Romance of Sir Tristreni. 
Robert de Brunne there complains, that though the 
Romance of Sir Tristrem w^as the best which had 
ever been made, if it could be recited as composed by 
the , author, Thomas of Erceldoune, yet that it was 
written in such an ornate style of language, and such 
a difficult strain of versification, as to lose all value 
in the mouths of ordinary minstrels, who could 
scarcely repeat one stanza witliout omitting some 
part of it, and marring, consequently, both the sense 
and the rhythm of the passage.^ This deterioration 

3 “ That thou may hear in Sir Trisheni : 

Over gestes it has the steem, 

Over all that is or was, 

If men it sayd as made Thomas ; 

But I hear it no man so say— 

But of some copple some is away,” &c. 
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could not be limited to one aiitbor alone ; others must 
have suffered from the same cause, in the same or a 
greater degree. Nay, we are authorised to conclude, 
that in proportion to the care bestowed by the author 
upon any poem, to attain what his age might suppose 
to be the highest graces of poetry, the greater was 
the damage which it sustained by the inaccuracy of 
reciters, or their desire to humble both the sense and 
diction of the poem to their powers of recollection, 
and the comprehension of a vulgar audience. It can- 
not be expected that compositions subjected in this 
way to mutilation and corruption, should continue to 
present their original sense or diction ; and the accu- 
racy of our editions of popular poetry, unless in the 
rare event of recovering original or early copies, is 
lessened in proportion. 

But the chance of these corruptions is incalculabiy 
increased, when we consider that the ballads have 
been, not in one, but innumerable instances of 
transmission, liable to similar alterations, through a 
long course of centuries, during which they have 
been handed from one ignorant reciter to another, 
each discarding whatever original words or phrases 
time or fashion had, in his opinion, rendered obsolete, 
and substituting anachronisms by expressions taken 
from the cilstoms of his own day. And here it may 
he remarked, that the desire of the reciter to be in- 1 
telligible, however natural and laudable, has been 
one of the greatest causes of the deterioration of an- 
cient poetry. The minstrel who endeavoured to recite 
with fidelity the words of the author, might indeed 
faU into errors of sound and sense, and substitute cor- 
ruptions for words he did not understand. But the 
ingenuity of a skilful critic could often, in that case, 
revive and restore the original meaning ; while the 
corrupted words became, in such eases, a warrant for 
the authenticity of the whole poem.^ 

In general, however, the later reciters appear to 
have been far less desirous to speak the author’s words, 
than to introduce amendments and new readings of 
their owm, which have always produced the effect of 
modernizing, and usually that of degrading and vul- 
garizing, the rugged sense and spirit of the antique 
minstrel. Thus, undergoing from age to age a gradual 
process of alteration and recomposition, our popular 
and oral minstrelsy has lost, in a great measure, its 
original appearance ; and the strong touches by which 
it had been formerly characterised, have been generally 
smoothed down and destroyed by a process similar to 
that by which a coin, passing from hand to hand, loses 
in circulation all the finer marks of the impress. 

The very fine ballad of Che^^ Chase is an example 


1 An instance occurs in the valuable old ballad, called Auld 
Maitland. The reciter repeated a verse, descriptive of the 
defence of a castle, thus : 

“ With spririg^wall, stanes, and goads of aim 
Among them fast he threw.*’ 

Spring-wall^ is a corruption of springald, a military engine 


of this degrading species of alchymy, by which the ore 
of antiquity is deteriorated and adulterated. While 
Addison, in an age which had never attended to popu- 
lar poetry, wrote his classical criticism on that ballad, 
he naturally took for his text the ordinary stall-copy, 
although he might, and ought to have suspected, that 
a ditty couched in the language nearly of his own 
time, could not be the same with that which Sir Phi- 
lip Sidney, more than one hundred years before, bad 
spoken of, as being evil apparelled in the dust and 
cobwebs of an uncivilized age.” The venerable Bishop 
Percy was the first to correct this mistake, by produ- 
cing a copy of the song, as old at least as the reign of 
Henry VII., bearing the name of the author or tran- 
scriber, Richard Sheale.^ But even the Rev. Editor 
himself fell under the mistake of supposing the modern 
Chevy Chase to be a new copy of the original ballad, 
expressly modernized by some one later bard. On 
the contrary, the current version is now imiversally 
allowed to have been produced by the gradual altera- 
tions of numerous reciters, during two centuries, in 
the course of which the ballad has been gradually 
moulded into a composition bearing only a general 
resemblance to the original — expressing the same 
: events and sentiments in much smoother language, 

I and more flowing and easy versification ; hut losing 
in poetical fire and energy, and in the vigour and 
pithiness of the expression, a great deal more than it 
has gained in suavity of diction . Thus : — 

** The Percy owt of Northumberland, 

And a vowe to God mayd he, 

That he wolde hunte in the mountayns 
Off Cheviot within dayes thre, 

In the manger of doughty Bougies, 

And all that ever with him be,” 

Becomes 

“ The stout Earl of Northumberland 
A vow to God did make, 

His pleasure in the Scottish woods 
Three summer days to take,” &c. 

From this, and other examples of the same kind, 
of which many might be quoted, we must often ex- 
pect to find the remains of Minstrel poetry, composed 
originally for the courts of princes and halls of nobles, 
disguised in the more modern and \Tilgar dialect in 
which they have been of late sung to the frequenters 
of the rustic ale-bench. It is unnecessary to mention 
more than one other remarkable and humbling in- 
stance, printed in the curious collection entitled, a 
Ballad-Booh^ where we find, in the words of the in- 
genious Editor,® a stupid ballad, printed as it was sung 


for casting darts or stones ; the restoration of which reading 
gives a precise and dear sense to the lines. 

^ See Percy’s Reliques, vol. i. p. 2. 

3 Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, Esq. The Ballad-Book was 
printed in 1823, and inscribed to Sir Walter Scott \ the im- 
predion consisting of only thirty copies- 
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(n Anr andale, founded on the well-known stdry of the 
Prince of Salerno’s daughter, hut with the uncouth 
change of Dysmal for Ghismonda, and Guiscard trans- 
formed into a greasy kitchen-boy. 

** To what base uses may we not return ! ’* . 

Sometimes a still more material and systematic differ- 
ence appears between the poems of antiquity, as they 
were originally composed, and as they now exist. This 
occurs in cases w^here the longer metrical romances, 
which were in fashion during the middle ages, were 
reduced to shorter compositions, in order that they 
might be chanted before an inferior audience. A 
ballad, for example, of Thomas of Ereeldoiine, and 
his intrigues with the Queen of Faery-Land, is, or has 
been, long current in Teviotdale, and other parts of 
Scotland. Two ancient copies of a poem, or romance, 
on the same subject, and containing very often the 
same words and turns of expression, are preserved in 
the libraries of the Cathedral of Lincoln and Peter- 
borough. We are left to conjee tui’e whether the 
originals of such ballads have been gradually con- 
tracted into their modern shape by the impatience of 
later audiences, combined with the lack of memory 
displayed by more modern reciters, or whether, in 
particular cases, some ballad-maker may have actually 
set himself to work to retrench the old details of the 
minstrels, and I’egularly and systematically to mo- 
dernize, and if the phrase be permitted, to balladize, 
a metrical romance. We are assured, however, that 

Roswal and Lilian ” was sung through the streets 
of Edinburgh two generations since ; and we know 
that the Romance of Sir Eger, Sir Grime, and Sir 
Greysteil,”^ had also its own particular chant, or 
tune. The stall-copies of both these romances, as 
they now exist, are very much abbreviated, and pro- 
bably exliibit them when they were undergoing, or 
had nearly undergone, the process of being cut down 
into ballads. 

Taking into consideration the various indirect chan- 
nels by which the popular poetry of our ancestors has 
been transmitted to their posterity, it is nothing sur- 
prising that it should reach us in a mutilated and de- 
graded state, and that it should little correspond with 
the ideas wo are apt to form of the first productions 
of national genius ; nay, it is more to be wondered at 
that we possess so many ballads of considerable merit, 
than that the much greater number of them which 
must have once existed, should have perished before 
our time. 

Having given this brief account of ballad poetry in 
general, the purpose of the present prefatory remarks 


1 These two ancient Romances are reprinted in a volume 
of Early Metrical Tales,” edited by Mr. David Laing, Edin- 
burgh, 1826j small 8vo. Only 175 copies printed. 

2 The author seems to have latterly modified his original 
opinion on some parts of this subject. In his reviewal of Mr. 
P. F. Tytler’s History of Scotland (Quart. Rev. vol. xli. 
p. 328,) he says, speaking of the period of the final aubjiiga- 


will he accomplished, by shortly noticing the popular 
poetry of Scotland, and some of the efforts which have 
been made to collect and illustrate it. 

It is now generally admitted that the Scots and Piets, 
however differing otherwise, were each by descent a 
Celtic race ; that they advanced in a course of victory 
somewhat farther than the present frontier between 
England and Scotland, and about the end of the 
eleventh century subdued and rendered tributary the 
Britons of Strathcluyd, who were also a Celtic race 
like themselves. Excepting, therefore, the provinces 
of Berwickshire and the Lothians, which were chiefly 
inhabited by an Anglo-Saxon population, the ■w'hole 
of Scotland was peopled by different tribes of the 
same aboriginal race,"-— a race passionately addicted 
to music, as appears trom the Idndred Celtic nations of 
Irish, Welsh, and Scottish, preserving each to this 
day a style and character of music peculiar to their 
own country, though all three bear marks of general 
resemblance to each other* That of Scotland, in par- 
ticular, is early noticed and extolled by ancient au- 
thors, and its remains, to wdiich the natives are pas- 
sionately attached, are still found to afiVird pleasure 
even to those who cultivate the art upon a more re- 
fined and varied system. 

This skill in music did not, of course, exist without 
a corresponding degree of talent for a species of poetry, 
adapted to the habits of the country, celebrating tlio 
victories of triumphant clans, pouring forth lamenta- 
tions over fallen heroes, and recording sucli marvel- 
lous adventures as were calculated to amuse individual 
families around their household fires, or the whole 
tribe when regaling in the hall of the chief. It hap- 
pened, however, singularly enough, that while the 
music continued to be Celtic in its general measure, 
the language of Scotland, most commonly spoken, be- 
gan to be that of their neighbours, the English, intro- 
duced by the multitude of Saxons who thronged to 
the court of Malcolm Canmore and his successors 
by the crowds of prisoners of war, whom the repeated 
ravages of the Scots in Northumberland carried off as 
slaves to their country ; by the influence of tlie inha- 
bitants of the richest and most populous provinces in 
Scotland, Berwickslure, namely, and the Lothians, 
over the more mountainous; lastly, by the superiority 
which a language like the Anglo-Saxon, considerably 
refined, long since reduced to writing, and capable of 
expressing the w'ants, wishes, and sentiments of the 
speakers, must have possessed over the jargon of va- 
rious tribes of Irish and British origin, limited and 
contracted in every varying dialect, and differing, at 
the same time, from each other. This superiority being 


tion of the Piets, It would appear the SemuUnavians luid 
colonies along the fertile shores of Moray, and among tl;e 
mountains of Sutherland, whose name speaks for itself, tliat 
it was given by the Norwegians ; and proba))!y they had also 
settlements in Caithness and the Orcades.” In this essay, 
however, he adlieres in the main to his Anti-Pinkertonian 
doctrine, and treats the Piets as Celts.— En, 
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ooiisiJcTod^ and a fair length of timo heing allowed, 
it id no wondoptliat, while the Scottish people retsdned j 
their Celtic music, and many of their Celtic customs, I 
together with their Celtic dynasty, they should never- : 
theless have adopted, throughout the Lowlands, the | 
Saxon language, while in the Highlands they retained | 
the Celtic dialect, along with the dress, arms, man- | 
ners, and government of their fathers. ' 

There was, for a time, a solemn national recogni- ' 
sanee that the Saxon language and poetry had not 
originally been that of the royal family. For, at the 
coronations of the kings of Scotland, previous to Alex- 
ander HI., it was a part of the solemnity, that a Celtic 
bard stepped forth, so soon as the king assumed his 
seat upon the fated stone, and recited the genealogy 
of the monarch in Celtic verse, setting forth his de- 
scent, and the right which he had by birth to occupy 
the place of sovereignty. For a time, no doubt, the 
Celtic songs and poems remained current in the Low- 
lands, while any remnant of the language yet lasted. 
The Gaelic or Irish bards, we are also aware, occa- 
sionally strolled into the Lowlands, where their music 
might be received with favour, even after their reci- 
tation was no longer understood. But though these 
aboriginal poets showed themselves at festivals and 
other places of public resort, it does not appear that, 
as in Homer’s time, they were honoured with high 
places at the board, and savoury morsels of the chine ; 
hut they seem rather to have been accounted fit com- 
pany for the feigned fools and sturdy beggars, with 
whom they were ranked by a Scottish statute.^ 

Time was necessary wholly to eradicate one lan- 
guage and introduce another ; hut it is remarkable 
that, at the death of Alexander the Third, the last 
Scottish king of the pure Celtic race, tho popular la- 
ment for his death was composed in Scoto-English, 
and, though closely resembling the modem dialect, is 
the earliest example we have of that language, whe- 
ther in prose or poetry About the same time flou- 
rished the celebrated Thomas the Rhymer, wdiose 
poem, written in English, or Lowland Scottish, ■with 
the most anxious attention both to versification and 
alliteration, forms, even as it now exists, a very curious 
specimen of the early romance. Such complicated 
construction was greatly too concise for the public 
ear, which is best amused by a looser diction, in which 
numerous repetitions, and prolonged descriptions, 
enable the comprehension of the audience to keep up 
with the voice of the singer or reciter, and supply the 
gaps which in general must have taken place, either 
through a failure of attention in tho hearers, or of 
voice and distinct enundatioii on the part of the min- 
strel. 


i A curious account of tiic reception of an Irish or Celtic 
hard at a festival, is given in Sir John Holland’s Buke of the 
Houlat, Bannatym edition, p. liii. 

^ “ Whan Alexander our hing was ded, 

Wha Scotland led in luve and lee, 

Away was sons of ale and bred. 

Of wine and wax, of game and glee,” &c. 


TIic usual stanza wdiich was selected as the most 
natural to the language and the sweetest to the ear, 
after the complex system of the more courtly mea- 
sures, used by Thomas of Erceldoune, was laid aside, 
was that which, wdien originally introduced, we very 
often find arranged in two lines, thus : — 

Earl Douglas on his milk-white steed, most like a baron 
hold. 

Bode foremost of his comiiany, whose armour shone like 
goldj" 

but which, after heing divided into four, constitutes 
what is now generally called the ballad stahza, — 

“ Earl Douglas on his milk-white steed. 

Most like a baron bold, 

Rode foremost of his company. 

Whose armour shone like gold.” 

The breaking of the lines contains a plainer inti- 
mation how the stanza ought to be read, than every 
one could gather from the original mode of writing 
out the poem, where the position of the ccesura, or in- 
flection of voice, is left to the individual’s own taste. 
This w^as sometimes exchanged for a stanza of six 
lines, the third and sixth rhyming together. For 
works of more importance and pretension, a more 
complicated versification w^as still retained, and may 
be found in the tale of Ralph Coilzear,® the Adven- 
tures of Arthur at the Tarn-Wathelyn, Sir Gawain, 
and Sir Gologras, and other scarce romances. A spe- 
cimen of this structure of verse has been handed down 
to our times in the stanza of Christ Kirk on the Green, 
transmitted by King James I., to Allan Ramsay and 
to Burns. The excessive passion for alliteration, which 
formed a rule of the Saxon poetry, was also retained 
in the Scottish poems of a more elevated character, 
though the more ordinai’y minstrels and ballad-makers 
threw ofi the restraint. 

The varieties of stanza thus adopted for popular 
poetry were not, we may easily suppose, left long un- 
employed. In frontier regions, where men are con- 
tinually engaged in active enterprise, betwixt the task 
of defending themselves and annoying their neigh- 
bours, they may be said to live in an atmosphere of 
danger, the excitation of which is peculiarly favour- 
able to the encouragement of poetry. Hence, the ex- 
pi'essions of Lesly the historian, quoted in the follow- 
ing Introduction,^ in which he paints tho delight taken 
by the Borderers in their peculiar species of music, 
and the rhyming ballads in which they celebrated the 
feats of their ancestors, or recorded their own ingeni- 
ous stratagems in predatory warfare. In the same 
Introduction, the reader will find the reasons alleged 
why the taste for song was and must have been longt;r 


3 This, and most of the other romances here referred to, 
may be found reprinted in a volume, entitled, “ Select Re- 
mains of the Ancient Popular Poetiy of Scotland,” (Edin. 
1822. Small 4to.) Edited by Mr. David Laing, and inscribed 
to Sir Walter Scott. 


4 See M iiistrchy of the Scottish hordcr, vol. i. p. 21^ 
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jpreaen'ed on the Border than in the interior of the 
country. 

Having thus made some remarks on early poetry 
in general, and on that of Scotland in particular, the 
Editor’s purpose is, to mention the fate of some pre- 
vious attempts to collect ballad poetry, and the prin- 
ciples of selection and publication which have been 
adopted by various editors of learning and informa- 
tion ; and although the present work chiefly regards 
the Ballads of Scotland, yet the investigation must 
necessarily include some of the principal collections 
among the English also. 

Of manuscript records of ancient ballads, very few 
have been yet discovered. It is probable that the 
minstrels, seldom knowing either how to read or 
write, trusted to their well-exercised memories. Nor 
was it a difficult task to acquire a sufficient stock in 
trade for their purpose, since the Editor has not only 
known many persons capable of retaining a very large 
collection of legendary lore of this kind, but there was 
a period in his own life, when a memory that ought to 
have been charged with more valuable matter, en- 
abled him to recollect as many of these old songs as 
would have occupied several days in the recitation. 

The press, however, at length superseded the ne- 
aessity of such exertions of recollection, and sheafs of 
ballads issued from it weekly, for the amusement of 
the sojourners at the alehouse, and the lovers of poe- 
try in grange and hall, where such of the audience as 
could not read, had at least read unto them. These 
fugitive leaves, generally printed upon broadsides, or 
in small miscellanies called Garlands, and circulating 
amongst persons of loose and careless habits — so far 
as books were concerned — were subject to destruction 
from many causes j and as the editions in the early 
age of printing were probably much limited, even 
those published as chap-books in the early part of the 
18th century, are rarely met with. 

Some persons, however, seem to have had what 
their contemporaries probably thought the bizarre 
taste of gathering and preserving collections of this 
fugitive poetry. Hence the great body of ballads in 
the PepjTsian collection at Cambridge, made by that 
Secretary Pepys, whose Diary is so very amusing ; 
and hence the still more valuable deposit, in three 
volumes folio, in which the late Duke John of Rox- 
burghe took so much pleasure, that he was often 
found eiilai'ging it with fresh acquisitions, which he 
pasted in and registered with his own hand. 

The first attempt, however, to reprint a collection 
of ballads for a class of readers distinct from those 
for whose use the stall-copies were intended, was that 


1 A Collection of Old Ballads, collected from the best and 
most ancient Copies extant, with Introductions, Historical 
and Critical, illustrated with copperplates.” This anonymous 
collection, first published in 1723, was so well received, that 
it soon passed to a second edition, and two more A-oluraes 
were added in 1723 and 1725. The third edition of the first 
volume is dated 1727.— E». 


of an anonymous editor of three 12raovoliim(.‘s, which 
appeared in London, with engravings. These volumes 
came out in various years, in the beginning of the 18th 
century. 1 The editor writes with some flippancy, but 
with the air of a person superior to the ordinary drud- 
gery of a mere collector. His work appears to have 
been got up at considerable expense, and the gene- 
ral introductions and historical illustrations which are 
prefixed to the various ballads, are written with an ac- 
curacy of which such a subject had not till then been 
deemed worthy. The principal part of the collection 
consists of stall-ballads, neither possessing much poe- 
tical merit, nor any particular rarity or curiosity. Still 
this original Miscellany holds a considerable value 
amongst collectors; and as the three volumes— being 
published at different times— are seldom found toge- 
ther, they sell for a high price when complete. 

We may now turn our eyes to Scotland, where the 
facility of the dialect, which cuts off the consonants in 
the termination of the words, so as greatly to simpli- 
fy the task of rhyming, and the habits, dispositions, 
and manners of the people, were of old so favourable 
to the composition of ballad-poetry, that, had the Scot- 
tish songs been preseiwed, there is no doubt a very 
curious history might have been composed by means of 
minstrelsy only, from the reign of Alexander HI. in 
T285, down to the close of the Civil Wars in 1745. 
That materials for such a collection existed, cannot 
be disputed, since the Scottish historians often refer 
to old ballads as authorities for general tradition. 
But their regular preservation w'as not to be hoped 
for or expected. Successive garlands of song sprung, 
flourished, faded, and were forgotten, in their turn ; 
and the names of a Ihw specimens are only preserved, 
to show us how abundant the display of these wild 
flowers had been. 

Like the natur-al free gifts of Flora, these poetical 
gai’lands can only be successfully sought for where 
the land is uncultivated ; and eivilisation and increase 
of learning are sure to banish them, as the plough of 
the agriculturist hears down the mountain daisy. Yet 
it is to he recorded with some interest, that the ear- 
liest surviving specimen of the Scottish press, is a 
Miscellany of Millar and Chapman,® which preserves 
a considerable fund of Scottish popular poetry, and 
among other things, no bad specimen of the gests of 
Robin Hood, the English ballad-maker’s joy,” and 
whose renown seems to have been as freshly preserA'ed 
in the north as on the southern shores of the Tweed. 
There were probably several collections of Scottish bal- 
lads and metrical pieces during the .seventeenth cen- 
tury. A very fine one, belonging to Lord Montagu, 


2 A facsimile reprint, in black-letter, of the Original Tracts 
which issned from the press of Walter Chepnian and Andro 
Myllar at Edinburgh, in the year 1508, was published under 
the title of “The Knightly Tale of Golagrus and Gawane, and 
other Ancient Poems,” in 18S7, 4to. The “ Htil geste” of 
Eobin Hood, referred to in the text, is a fragment of a piece 
contained in Ritson’s Collection.*— Ed. 
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perished in the fire which consumed Bitton House, 
about twenty years ago. 

James Watson, in 1736, published, at Edinburgh, 
a miscellaneous collection in three parts, containing 
some ancient poetry. But the first editor who seems 
to have made a determined effort to preserve our an- 
cient popular poetry, was the well-known Allan Ram- 
say, in bis Evergreen, containing chiefly extracts from 
the ancient Scottish Makers, whose poems have been 
preserved in the Bannatyne Manuscript, but exhibiting 
amongst them some popular ballads. Amongst these 
is the Battle of Harlaw^ apparently from a modern- 
.zed copy, being probably the most ancient Scottish his- 
torical ballad of any length now in existence.^ He also 
inserted in the same collection, the genuine Scottish 
Border ballad of Jolmnu Armstrong^ copied from the 
recitation of a descendant of the unfortunate hero, in 
the sixth generation. This poet also included in the 
Evergreen, Hardyknute, which, though evidently mo- 
dern, is a most spirited and beautiful imitation of the 
ancient ballad. In a subsequent collection of lyrical 
pieces, called the Tea-Table Miscellany, Allan Ram- 
say inserted several old ballads, such as Cruel Bar-- 
hara Allan^ The Bonnie Eaii of Murray ^ There mum a 
to Maryarefs door, and two or three others, 
unhappy plan of writing new words to old 
tunes, without at the same time preserving the an- 
verses, led him, with the assistance of “ some 
mgenious young gentlemen,” to throw aside many 
ori^nals, the preservation of which would have been 
much more interesting than any thing which has been 
substituted in their stead.^ 

In fine, the task of collecting and illustrating an- 
cient popular poetry, ■whether in England or Scot- 
land, was never executed by a competent person, pos- 
sessing the necessary powers of selection and annota- 
tion, till it was undertaken by Dr. Percy, afterwards 
Bishop of Droraore in Ireland. This reverend gen- 
tleman, himself a poet, and ranldng high among the 
literati of the day, commanding access to the indiri- 
duals and institutions which could best afford him 
materials, gave the public* the result of his researches 
in a work entitled Rcliques of Ancient English Poe- 
try,” in three voIume.s, published in London 1765, 
which has since gone through four editions.^ The 
taste with which the materials were chosen, the ex- 
treme felicity with which they were illustrated, the 
display at once of antiquarian knowledge and classi- 
cal reading which the collection indicated, render it 
difficult to imitate, and impossible to excel, a work 
which must always be held among the first of its class 
in point of merit, though not actually the foremost in 
point of time. But neither the high character of the 
work, nor the rank and respectability of the author, 
could protect him or his labours, from the invidious 
attacks of criticism. 


The most formidable of these w^ere directed by 
Joseph Ritson, a man of acute observation, profound 
research, and great labour. These valuable attributes 
were unhappily combined with an eager irritability of 
temper, which induced him to treat antiquarian trifles 
with the same seriousness which men of the world re- 
serve for matters of importance, and disposed him to 
drive controversies into personal quarrels, by neglect- 
ing, in literary debate, the courtesies of ordinary socie- 
ty."* It ought to be said, however, by one who knew 
him well^ that this irritability of disposition was a con- 
stitutional and physical infirmity ; and that Ritson 's 
extreme attachment to the severity of truth, corres- 
ponded to the rigour of his criticisms upon the la- 
bours of others. He seems to have attacked Bishop 
Percy with the greater animosity, as bearing no good- 
will to the hierarchy, in which that prelate hold a dis- 
tinguished place. 

Rit.son’s criticism, in whicdi there was too miieli 
horse-play, was grounded on two points of accusation. 
The first point regarded Dr. Percy’s definition of the 
order and oflice of minstrels, which Ritson considered 
as designedly overcharged, for the sake of giving an 
undue importance to his subject. The second objec- 
: tion respected the liberties which Dr. Percy had taken 
with his materials, in adding to, retrencMng, and im- 
proving them, so as to bring them nearer to the taste 
of his own period. Y7 e will take some brief notice of 
both topics. 

Firsts Dr. 'Bevey, in the first edition of his work, 
certainly laid himself open to the charge of having 
given an inaccurate, and somewhat exaggerated ac- 
count, of the English Minstrels, whom he defined to 
be an order of men in the middle ages, wdio subsist- 
ed by the arts of poetry and music, and sung to the 
harp the verses which they themselves composed.” 
The reverend editor of the Reliques produced in sup- 
port of this definition many curious quotations, to show 
that in many instances the persons of these minstrels 
had been honoured and respected, their performances 
applauded and rewarded by the great and the court- 
ly, and their craft imitated by princes themselves. 

Against both these propositions, Ritson made a de- 
teimined opposition. He contended, and proliably 
with justice, that the minstrels w^ere not necessarily 
poets, or in the regular habit of composing the verses 
wluch they sung to the harp ; and indeed, that the 
word minstrel, in its ordinary acceptation, meant no 
more than musician. 

Dr. Percy, from an amended edition of his Essay 
on Minstrelsy, prefixed to the fourth edition of the 
Reliques of Ancient Poetry, seems to have been, to a 
certain point, convinced by the critic’s reasoning ; 
for he has extended the definition impugned by Rit- 
son, and the minstrels are thus described as singing 
verses composed by themselves or others.’’^ This we 


» See Appendix, Note A. of Droraore, at the time when he waii collecling the matoriula 

£ See Ajypendix, Note B. of the “ Border MmbtrelHy.’'--En. 

^ Sir Walter Scott corresponded frequently with the Bishop ** See Appendix, Note C. 
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apprehend to be a tenable position ; for, as on the 
one hand it seems too broad an averment to say that 
all minstrels were by profession poets, so on the other, 
it is extravagant to affirm, that men who were con- 
stantly in the habit of reciting verse, should not fre- 
quently have acquired that of composing it, especially 
when their bread depended on giving pleasure ; and 
to have the power of producing novelty, is a great 
step towards that desirable end. No unprejudiced 
reader, therefore, can have any hesitation in adopting 
Bishop Percy’s definition of the minstrels, and their 
occupation, as qualified in the fourth edition of his 
Essay, implying that they were sometimes poets, 
sometimes the mere reciters of the poetry of others. 

On the critic’s second proposition, Dr. Percy suc- 
cesstully showed, that at no period of history was the 
word minstrel applied to instrumental music exclu- 
sively ; and he has produced sufficient evidence, that 
the talents of the profession were as frequently em- 
ployed in chanting or reciting poetry as in playing 
the mere tunes. There is appearance of distinction 
being sometimes made between minstrel recitations 
and minstrelsy of music alone ; and we may add a 
curious instance, to those quoted by the Bishop. It is 
from the singular ballad respecting Thomas of Ercel- 
doune,^ which announces the proposition, that tongue 
is chief of minstrelsy. 

We may also notice, that the 'word minstrel being 
in fact derived from the Minne-singer of the Ger- 
mans, means, in its primary sense, one who s{?igs of 
lorn, a sense totally inapplicable to a mere instrumen- 
tal musician. 

A second general point on which Dr. Percy wns 
fiercely attacked by Mr. Ritson, was also one on which 
both the parties might claim a right to sing Te Deum. 
It respected the rank or siutus which was held by the 
minstrels in society during the middle ages. On this 
point the editor of the Reliques of Ancient Poetry 
had produced the most satisfactory evidence, that, at 
the courts of the Anglo-Norman princes, the profes- 
sors of the gay science were the favourite solacers of 
the leisure hours of princes, who did not themselves 
disdain to share their tuneful labours, and imitate 
'dieir compositions, Mr. Ritson replied to this with 
great ingenuity, ai-guing, that such instances of respect 
paid to French minstrels reciting in their native lan- 
guage in the court of Norman monarchs, though held 
in Britain, argued nothing in favour of English artists ! 
professing the same trade ; and of whose compositions, i 
and not of those existing in the French language, Dr. j 
Percy professed to form his collection. The reason of | 


1 Select Remains of Popular Pieces of Poetry. Edinburgh, 
1832. 

2 That monarch first used the vernacular English dialect 
in a motto which he displayed on his shield at a celebrated 
tournament. The legend which graced the representation of 
a white swan on the king’s buckler, ran thus : — 

“ Ra! ha ! the whyto swan? 

By Goddis soule I am thy man.” 


the distinction bet-wixt tb/e respectability of the French 
minstrels, and the degraoation of the same class of 
men in England, Mr. Ritson plausibly alleged to be, 
that the English language, a mixed speech betwixt 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman-French, was not known 
at the court of the Anglo-Norman kings until the 
the reign of Edward III. ; ^ and that, therefore, until 
a very late period, and when the lays of minstrelsy 
were going out of fasMon, English performers in that 
capacity must have confined the exercise of their 
talents to the amusement of the vulgar. Now, as it 
must be conceded to Mr. Ritson, that almost all the 
English metrical romances which have been preserved 
till the present day, are translated from the French, 
it may also be allowed, that a class of men employed 
chiefly in rendering into English the works of others, 
could not hold so high a station as those wdio aspired 
to original composition ; and so far the critic has the 
best of the dispute. But Mr. Ritson has over-driven 
his argument, since there was assuredly a period in 
English history, when the national minstrels, -w’riting 
in the national dialect, were, in proportion to their 
merit in their calling, held in honour and respect. 

Thomas the Rhymer, for example, a minstrel who 
flourished in the end of the twelfth century, was not 
only a man of talent in his art, but of some rank in 
society ; the companion of nobles, and liiinself a man 
of landed property. He, and his contemporary Ken- 
dal, wrote, as we are assured by Robert de Brunne, 
in a passage already alluded to, a kind of English, 
which was designed for pride and nobleye,” ^ and 
not for such inferior persons as Robert himself ad- 
dressed, and to whose comprehension he avowedly 
lowered his language and structure of Yer.?i;fication. 
There existed, therefore, during the time of this his- 
torian, a more refined dialect of the English language, 
used by such composers of popular poetry as moved 
in a higher circle ; and there can be no doubt, that 
while their productions were held in such high esteem, 
the authors must have been honoured in proportion. 

The education bestowed upon James I. of Scotland, 
when brought up under the charge of Henry IV., 
comprehended both music and the art of vernacular 
poetry ; in other words, Minstrelsy in both branches. 
That poetry, of which the King left several specimens, 
was, as is well known, English ; nor is it to be sup- 
posed that a prince, upon whose education such sedu- 
lous care was bestowed, would have been instructed 
in an art which, if we are to believe Mr. Ritson, was 
degraded to the last degree, and discreditable to its 
professors. The same argument is strengthened by 


3 The learned editor of Warton’s History of English Poe- 
try, is of opinion that Sir Walter Scott misinterpieted the 
passage referred to. De Brunne, according to this ajitlior’s 
text, says of the elder reciters of the metrical romance, 

They said it for pride and nobleye, 

That non were sonlk as they 

i. e. t-hey recited it in a style so lofty and noble, that none 
have since equalled them.— edit. 1824, vol. i. p RJ3, 
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tho poetical exercises of tlie Duke of OrloanSj iii Eng- 
lish, written during his captivity after the battle of 
Agincourt.^ It could not he supposed that the noble 
prisoner was to solace his hours of imprisonment with 
a degrading and vulgar species of composition. 

We could produce other instances to show that this 
acute critic has carried his argument considerably too 
far. But 'we prefer taking a general view of the sub- 
ject, which seems to explain clearly how contradic- 
tory evidence should exist on it, and why instances of 
great personal respect to individual minstrels, and a 
high esteem of the art, are quite reconcilable with 
much contempt thrown on the order at large. 

All professors of the fine arts — all those who con- 
tribute, not to the necessities of life, but to the enjoy- 
ments of society, hold their professional respectability 
by the severe tenure of exhibiting excellence in their 
department. We are well enough satisfied with the 
tradesman who goes through his task in a worlonan- 
like manner, nor are we disposed to look down upon 
the divine, the lawyer, or the physician, unless they 
display gross ignorance of their profession : we hold 
it enough, that if they do not possess the highest 
knowledge of their respective sciences, they can at 
least instruct us on the points we desire to know. 
But 


“ mediocTibus esse poetis 

Non dl, non homines, non concessere columnae.” 


The same is true respecting the professors of paint- 
ing, of sculpture, of music, and the fine arts in general 
If they exhibit paramount excellence, no situation in 
sodety is too high for them which their manners en- 
able them to fill ; if they fall short of the highest point 
of aim, they degenerate into sign-painters, stone- 
cutters, common crowders, doggrel rhymers, and so 
forth, the most contemptible of mankind. The reason 
of this is erident. Men must be satisfied with such 
a supply of thdr actual wants as can be obtained in 
the circumstances, and should an individual want a 
coat, he must employ the \illage tailor, if Stultze is 
not to be had. But if he seeks for delight, the case 
is quite different ; and he that cannot hear Pasta or 
Sontag, would be little solaced for the absence of 
these sirens, by the strains of a crack-voiced ballad- 
singer. Nay, on the contrary, the offer of such in- 
adequate compensation would only be regarded ’ as an 
insult, and resented accordingly. 

The theatre affords the most appropriate example 
of what we mean. The first circles in society are 
open to persons eminently distinguished in the drama ; 
and their rewards are, in proportion to those who 
profess the useful arts, incalculably higher. But those 
who lag in the rear of the dramatic art are propor- 
tionally poorer and more degraded than those who 
are the lowest of a useful trade or profession. These 
instances will enable us readily to explain why the 


I See the edition printed by Mr. Watson Taylor, for the 
Roxburghe Club. , 


greater part of the minstrels, practising their profes* 
sion in scenes of vulgar mirth and debauchery, humb- 
ling their art to please the ears of drunken clowns, 
and living with the dissipation natural to men whose 
precarious subsistence is, according to the ordinary 
phrase, from hand to mouth only, should fall under 
general contempt, while the stars of the profession, to 
use a modern phrase, looked down on them from the 
distant empyrean, as the planets do upon those shoot- 
ing exhalations arising from gross vapours in the 
nether atmosphere. 

The debate, therefore, resemb-es the apologue of the 
gold and silver shield. Dr, Percy looked on the min- 
strel in the palmy and exalted state to which, no 
doubt, many were elevated by their talents, like those 
who possess excellence in the fine arts in the present 
day ; and Ritson considered the reverse of the medal, 
when the poor and w^andering glee-man was glad to 
purchase his bread by singing his ballads at the ale- 
house, wearing a fantastic habit, and latterly sinking 
into a mere crowder upon an untuned fiddle, accom- 
panying his rude strains with a ruder ditty, the help- 
less associate of drunken revellers, and marvellously 
afraid of the constable and parish-beadle.^ The dif- 
ference betwixt those holding the extreme positions 
of highest and lowest in such a profession, cannot 
surely be more marked than that which separated 
David Garrick or John Kemble from the outcasts of 
a strolling company, exposed to penury, indigence, 
and persecution according to law.® 

There was still another and more important subject 
of debate between Dr. Percy and his hostile critic. 
The former, as a poet and a man of taste, was tempted 
to take such freedoms with his original ballads as 
might enable him to please a more critical age than 
that in which they were composed. "Words were 
thus altered, phrases improved, and whole verses 
were inserted or omitted at pleasure. Such freedoms 
were especially taken with the poems published from 
a folio manuscript in Dr. Percy’s own possession, very 
curious from the miscellaneous nature of its contents, 
but unfortunately having many of the leaves mutilated, 
and injured in other respects, by the gross careless- 
ness and ignorance of the transcriber. Anxious to 
avail himself of the treasures which this manuscript 
contained, the editor of the Reliques did not hesitate 
to repair and renovate the songs which he drew from 
this corrupted yet curious source, and to accommo- 
date them with such emendations as might recom- 
mend them to the modern taste. 

For these liberties with his subject, Ritson censured 
Dr. Percy in the most uncompromising terms, accu sed 
him, in violent language, of interpolation and forgery, 
and insinuated that there existed no such thing in 
reru7n natura as that folio manuscript, so often referred 
to as the authority of originals inserted in the Reliques. 
In this charge, the eagerness of Ritson again betrayed 


2 See Appendix, Note D. 

3 See Appendix, Note E, 
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him farther than judgment and discretion, as well as 
courtesy, warranted. It is no doubt highly desirable 
that the text of ancient poetry should be given un- 
touched and uncorrupted. But this is a point which 
did not occur to the editor of the Eeliques in 1765, 
■whose object it was to win the favour of the public, at 
a period when the great difficulty was not how to se- 
cure the very words of old ballads, but how to arrest 
attention upon the subject at ail. That great and im- 
portant service to national literature would probably 
never have been attained without the woi’lc of Br. 
Percy; a work w’hich first fixed the consideration of 
general readers on ancient poetry, and made it worth 
while to inquire how far its graces were really antique, 
or how far derived from the taste with \Yhich the 
publication had been superin tended and revised. The 
object . of Dr. Percy was certainly intimated in several 
parts of his work, where he ingenuously acknowledges, 
that certain ballads have received emendations, and 
that others are not of pure and unmixed antiquity; 
that the beginning of some and end of others have 
been supplied ; and upon the whole, that he has, in 
many instances, decorated the ancient ballads with the 
graces of a more refined period. 

This system is so distinctly intimated, that if there 
be any critic still of opinion, like poor Eitson, whose 
morbid temperament led him to such a conclusion, 
that the crime of literary imitation is equal to that of 
commercial forgery, he ought to recollect that guilt, 
in the latter case, does not exist without a correspond- 
ing charge of uttering the forged document, or causing 
it to be uttered, as genuine, without wdiich the mere 
imitation is not culpable, at least not criminally so. 
This quality is totally awariting in the accusation so 
roughly brought against Dr. Percy, wffio avow’edly in- 
dulged in such alterations and improvements upon his 
materials, as might adapt them to the taste of an age 
not other'wise disposed to bestow its attention on them. 

We have to add, that, in the fourth edition of the 
Eeliqnes, Mr. Thomas Percy of St. John’s College, 
Oxford, pteading the cause of his uncle with the most 
gentlemanlike moderation, and with every respect to 
Mr. Ritson’s science and talents, has combated the 
critic’s opinion, -without any attempt to retort his in- 
jurious language. 

It would be now, no doubt, desirable to have had 
some moi'e distinct account of Dr. Percy’s folio ma- 
nuscript and its contents; and Mr. Thomas Percy, 
accordingly, gives the original of the Marriage of Sir 
Gawain, and collates it with the copy published in a 
complete state by his uncle, who has on this occasion 
given entire rein to his own fancy, though the rude 
origin of most of his ideas is to be found in the old 
ballad. There is also given a copy of that elegant 
metrical tale, The Child of Elle,” as it exists in the 
folio manuscript, which goes far to show it has de- 
rived all its beauties from Dr. Percy’s poetical powers. 


< Introduction to Evans's Ballads, 1810. Ne'W edition, en- 
larged, &c. , 


Judging from these tw^o specimens, we can easily con- 
ceive why the Eeverend Editor of the Reliques” 
should have declined, by the production of the folio 
manuscript, to furnish his severe Aristarch with wea- 
pons against him, which he was sure would be un- 
sparingly used. Yet it is certain, the manuscript con- 
tains much that is rezVf excellent, though mutilated 
and sophisticated. A copy of the fine ballad of Sir 
CauHn” is found in a Scottish shape, under the name 
of “ King Malcolm and Sir Colvin,” in Buchan’s 
North Country Ballads, to be presently mentioned. 
It is, therefore, unquestionably ancient, though pos- 
sibly retouched, and perhaps with the addition of 
a second part, of which the Scottish copy has no ves- 
tiges. It would be desirable to know exactly to what 
extent Dr. Percy had used the license of an editor, in 
these and other cases; and certainly, at this period, 
would be only a degree of justice due to his memory. 

On the 'wdiole, we may dismiss the “ Beiiques ol 
Ancient Poetry” with the praise and censure confer- 
red on it by a gentleman, himself a valuable labourer 
in the vineyard of antiquities, “ It is the most elegant 
compilation of the early poetry that has ever appeared 
in any age or country. But it must be frankly added, 
that so numerous are the alterations and corrections, 
that the severe antiquary, who desires to see the old 
English ballads in a genuine state, must consult a 
more accurate edition than this celebrated work.”^ 

Of Eitson’s o-wm talents as an editor of ancient 
poetry, we shall have occasion to speak hereafter. The 
first collector who followed the example of Dr. Percy, 
was Mr. T. Evans, bookseller, father of the gentle- 
man we have just quoted, His “ Old Ballads, histo- 
rical and narrative, with some of modern date,” ap- 
peared in two volumes, in 1777, and were eminently 
successful. In 1784, a second edition appeared, ex- 
tending the work to four volumes. In this collection, 
many ballads found acceptance, which Bishop Percy 
had not considered as possessing sufficient merit to 
claim admittance into the Eeliques. The 8 vo Mis- 
cellany of 1723 yielded a great part of the materials. 
The collection of Evans contained several modem 
pieces of great merit, which are not to be found else- 
where, and which are understood to be the produc- 
tions of William Julius Mickle, translator of the 
Lusiad, though they were never claimed by him, nor 
received among his works. Amongst them is the 
elegiac poem of Cumnor Hall, which suggested the 
fictitious narrative entitled Kenilworth. The Bed- 
Cross Knight, also by Mickle, which has furnished 
words for a beautiful glee, first occurred in the same 
collection. As Mickle, "with a vein of great facility, 
united a power of verbal melody which might have 
been envied by bards of much greater renown, ^ he 
must be considered as very successful in these efforts, 
if the ballads be regarded as avowedly modern. If 
they are to be judged of as accurate mutations of an- 


2 See Append’'*:, !Note F. 
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cient poetry, they have less merit ; the deception being 
only maintained by a huge store of double consonants, 
strewed at random into ordinary words, resembling the 
real fashion of antiquity as little as the niches, turrets, 
and tracery of plaster stuck upon a modern front. 
In the year 1810, the four volumes of 1784 were re- 
published by Mr. R. II. Evans, the son of the original 
editor, with very considerable alterations and addi- 
tions. In this last edition, the more ordinary mo- 
dern ballads were judiciously retrenched in number, 
and large and valuable additions made to the ancient 
part of the collection. Being in some measure a sup- 
plement to the Reliques of Ancient Poetry, this mis- 
cellany cannot be dispensed with on the shelves of 
any bibliomaniac who may choose to emulate Captain 
Cox of Coventry, the prototype of all collectors of 
popular poetry. 

While Dr. Percy was setting the example of a clas- 
sical publication of ancient English poetry, the late 
David Herd was, in modest retirement, compiling a 
collection of Scottish Songs, which he has happily de- 
scribed as the poetry and music of the heart.” The 
first part of his Miscellany contains heroic and his- 
. torical ballads, of which there is a respectable and 
well-chosen selection. Mr. Herd,^ an aceountant, as 
the profession is called in Edinburgh, was known and 
generally esteemed for his shrewd, manly common 
sense and antiquarian science, mixed with much good 
nature and great modesty. His hardy and antique 
mould of countenance, and his venerable grizzled 
locks, procured him, amongst his acquaintance, the 
name of Graysteil. His original collection of songs, 
in one volume, appeared in 176.9 ; an enlarged one, in 
two volumes, came out in 1776. A publication of the 
same kind, being Herd’s book still more enlarged, 
was printed for Lawrie and Symington in 1791. Some 
modern additions occur in this latter work, of -which 
by far the most valuable were two fine imitations of the 
Scottish ballad by the gifted author of the “ Man of 
Peeling,”— (now, alas! no more,) — called ^‘Duncan” 
and “ Kenneth.” 

John Pinkerton, a man of considerable learning, 
and some severity as -tvell as acuteness of disposition, 
was now endeavouring to force himself into public 
attention ; and his collection of Select Ballads, Lon- 
don, 1783, contains sufficient evidence that he under- 
stood, in* an extensive sense, Horace’s maxim, 
mtdendi. As he was possessed of considerable powers 
of poetry, though not equal to what he was willing to 
take credit for, he was resolved to enrich his collection 
with all the novelty and intei'est which it could derive 
from a liberal insertion of pieces dressed in the garb 
of antiquity, but equipped from the w'ardrobe of the 
editor’s imagination. With a boldness, suggested 


perhaps by the success of Mr. Maepherson, he included, 
within a collection amounting to only twenty-one 
tragic ballads, no less than five, of which he after- 
wards owned himself to have been altogether, or in 
great part, the author. The most remarkable article 
in this Miscellany was, a second part to the noble 
ballad of Hardyknute, which has some good verses. 
It labours, however, under this great defect, that, in 
order to append his own conclusion to the original 
tale, Mr. Pinkerton found himself under the necessity 
of altering a leading circumstance in the old ballad, 
which would have rendered his catastrophe inapplic- 
able. With -such license, to write continuations and 
conclusions would be no difficult task. In the second 
volume of the Select Ballads, consisting of comic 
pieces, a list of fifty-two articles contained nine written 
entirely by tlie'editor himself. Of the manner in which 
these supposititious compositions are executed, it may 
be briefly stated, that they are the work of a scholar 
much better acquainted with ancient books and manu- 
scripts, than with oral tradition and popular legends. 
The poetry smells of the lamp ; and it may be truly 
said, that if ever a ballad had existed in such quaint 
language as the author employs, it could never have 
been so popular as to be preserved by oral tradition. 
The glossary displays a much greater acquaintance 
with learned lexicons than with the familiar dialect 
stiU spoken by the Lowland Scottish, and it is, of 
course, full of errors.® Neither was Mr, Pinkerton more 
happy in the way of conjectural illustration. He 
chose to fix on Sir John Bruce of Kinross the pater- 
nity of the ballad of Hardyknute, and of the fine 
poem called the Vision. The first is due to Mrs. Halket 
of Wardlaw, the second to Allan Ramsay, although, 
it must be owned, it is of a character superior to his 
ordinary poetry. Sir John Bruce was a brave, blunt 
soldier, who made no pretence whatever to literature, 
though Ms daughter, Mrs. Bruce of Arnot, had much 
talent, a circumstance which may perhaps have mis- 
led the antiquai'y. 

Mr. Pinkerton read a sort of recantation, in a List 
of Scottish Poets, prefixed to a Selection of Poems 
from the Maitland Manuscript, vol. i. 1786, in which 
he acknowledges, as his own composition, the pieces 
of spurious antiquity included in Ms “ Select Ballads,” 
with a coolness which, when Ms subsequent invectives 
against others who had taken similar liberties is con- 
sidered, infers as much audacity as the studied and 
laboured defence of obscenity with which he disgraced 
the same pages. 

In the meantime, Joseph Ritson, a man of diligence 
and acumen equal to those of Pinkerton, but of the 
most laudable accuracy and fidelity as an editor, was 
engaged in various publications respecting poetical 


1 David Herd was a native of St. Cyrus, in Kincardineshire, 
and though often termed a tcritcr, he -was only a clerk in the 
office of Mr. David Russell, accountant in Edinburgh. He 
died, aged 78, in 1810, and left a very curious library, which 
was dispersed by auction. Herd by no means merited the cha- 


racter, given him by Pinkerton, of an illiterate and injudi- 
cious compiler.” — Kn. 

2 Bansto’s, for example, a word generally ai)p]ied to the 
men, on a harvest field, -who bind the sheaves, is derived 
from Oan, to curse, and explained to mean, " blustering, 
swearing feliowa. 
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r- antiquities, in wMcli lie employed profound researcli. 

cudgelled hero. Bon Quixote excepted, that ever was 


^ A select collection of English Songs was compiled by 

celebrated in prose or rhyme. Ritson also published 


1 him, with great care and considerable taste, and pub- 

several garlands of North Counti^ songs. 


: lislied at London, 1783. A new edition of this has 

Looking on this eminent antiquary’s labours in a 

■i 

]• 

' appeared since Eitson^s death, sanctioned by the name 

general point of view, we may deprecate the eager- 

} 

' of the learned and indefatigable antiquary, Thomas 

ness and severity of his prejudices, and feel surprise 

\ 

■ Park, and augmented with many original pieces, and 

that he should have shown so much irritability of dis- ' i 


some which Ritson had prepared for publication. 

position on such a topic as a collection of old ballads, 

; 

Eitson’s Collection of Songs was followed by a cu- 

which certainly have little in them to affect the pas- 


rious volume, entitled, “ Ancient Songs from the time 

sions ; and we may he sometimes provoked at the per- 

1, 

of Henry III. to the Eevolution,” 1790 Pieces of 

tinacity with which he has preferred had readings to 

1 

Ancient Popular Poetry,” 1792 ; and ‘‘ A collection 

good. But wdiile industry, research, and antiquarian 


of Scottish Songs, with the genuine music,” London, 

learning, are recommendations to w’^orks of this na- 

f, ; 

1794. Tills last is a genuine, but rather meagre col- 

ture, few editors will ever be found so competent to 


lection of Caledonian popular songs. Next year Mr. 

the task as Joseph Ritson. It must also be added to 


Eitson published " Robin Hood,” 2 vols., 1795, being 

his praise, that although not willing to yield his opi- 


A Collection of all the Ancient Poems, Songs, and 

nion rashly, yet if he saw^ reason to believe that he 


Ballads now extant, relative to that celebrated Out- 

had been mistaken in any fact or argument, he re- 


law.” This work is a notable illustration of the ex- 

signed his owm opinion with a candour equal to the 


cellencies and defects of Mr. Ritson ’s system. It is 

warmth wdth wdiich he defended himself while confi- 

:s " 

almost impossible to conceive so much zeal, research, 

dent he w^as in the right. Many of his works are now 


and industry bestowed on a subject of antiquity. There 

almost out of print, and an edition of them in com- 


scarcely occurs a phrase or word relating to Robin 

mon orthography, and altering the bizarre spelling 


Hood, whether in history or poetry, in law books, in 

and character which his prejudices induced the au- 4 


ancient proverbs, or common parlance, but it is hei'e 

thor to adopt, would he, to antiquaries, an accepta- 


collected and explained. At the same time, the ex- 

ble present. 


treme fidelity of the editor seems driven to excess, 

We have now given a hasty account of various col- ; 


when we find him pertinaciously retaining all the nu- 

lections of popular poetry during the eighteenth cen- i 


merous and gross errors which repeated recitations 

tury; we have only further to observe, that, in the ■ 


have introduced into the text, and regarding it as a 

present century, this species of lore has been sedu- 


f sacred duty to prefer the worst to the better readings. 

lously cultivated. The Minstrelsy of the Scottish 


! as if their infeiioiity was a security for their being 

Border ” first appeared in 1802, in two volumes ; and 


1 genuine. In short, when Ritson copied from rare 

what may appear a singular coincidence, it was the i 


books, or ancient manuscripts, there could not he a 

first work printed by Mr. James Ballantyne, (then 


; more accurate editor j when taking his authority from 

residing at Kelso,) as it was the first serious demand : 


oral tradition, and judging between two recited copies, 

which the present author made on the patience of the 


he was apt to consider the worst as most genuine, as 

public. The Border Minstrelsy, augmented by a third 


if a poem was not more likely to be deteriorated than 

volume, came to a second edition in 1803. In 1803, 


' improved by passing through the mouths of many re- 

Mr., now Sir John Graharae Dalzell, to wdiom his 


citers. In the Ballads of Robin Hood, this supersti- 

country is obliged for his antiquarian labours, pub- 


tious scrupulosity was especially to be regretted, as it 

lished ^‘ Scottish Poems of the Sixteenth Century,” 


tended to enlarge the collection with a great number 

which, among other subjects of interest, contains a 


of doggerel compositions, which are all copies of each 

curious contemporary ballad of Belrinnes, which has 

1 

other, turning on the same idea of Bold Robin meet- 

some stanzas of considerable merit.^ : 

I 

ing with a shepherd, a tinker, a mendicant, a tan- 

The year 1806 was distinguished by the appearance 

1 

ner, &e.&c., by each and all of wiiom he is soundly 

of Popular Ballads and Songs, from Traditions, f 

1 

thrashed, and all of whom he receives into his hand. 

Manuscripts, and Scarce Editions, with Translations ' ' \ 

«■ 

The tradition, which avers that it w-as the brave out- 

of Similar Pieces from the Ancient Danish Language, | 


law’s custom to try a bout at quarter-staff with his 

and a few Originals by the Editor, Robert Jamieson, 


young recruits, might indeed have authorized one or 

A.M,, and F.A.S.”® This work, which w^as not , ■; 


two such tales, but the greater part ought to have 

greeted by the public with the attention it deserved, j 


been rejected as modern imitations of the most paltry 

opened a new discovery respecting the original source j 


kind, composed probably about the age of James I. of 

of the Scottish ballads. Mr. Jamieson’s extensive ac- I 


England. By adopting this spurious trash as part of 

quaintance with the Scandinavian literature, enabled 


Robin Hood’s history, he is represented as the best 

him to. detect not only a general similarity betwixt 

■ ■ .. i 


1 The first opening of the ballad has much of the martial 

To. waste the Biimes he thought it best, 


strain with 'which a pibroch commences. Properat. in medias 

The Earl of Himtly’s laud.” 


rtw— according to the classical admonition. 

2 After the completion of the Border Minstrelsy, and nearly ' 


MacCallanmore came from the west 

three years previous to the publication of his own Collectioii, 


With many a bow and brand ; 

i 

Mr. Jamieson printed in the Scots Magazine, (October 

: ' . J 
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ineae and the Danish ballads presen'ed in the Kiempe 
Viser,’’ an early collection of heroic ballads in that 
language, but to demonstrate that, in many cases, the 
stories and songs were distinctly the same, a circum- 
stance which no antiquaiy had hitherto so much as 
suspected. Mr. Jamieson’s annotations are also very 
valuable, and preserve some curious illustrations of 
the old poets. His imitations, though he is not en- 
tirely free from the affectation of nsing rather too 
many obsolete words, are generally highly interesting. 
The work fills an important place in the collection of 
those who are addicted to this branch of antiquarian 
study. 

Mr. John Finlay, a poet whose career was cut short 
by a premature death,^ published a short collection of 

Scottish Historical and Romantic Ballads,” in 1808. 
The beauty of some imitations of the old Scottish bal- 
lad, with the good sense, learning, and modesty of the 
preliminary dissertations, must make all admirers of 
ancient lore regret the early loss of this aecornplislied 
young man. 

Various valuable collections of ancient ballad-poe- 
try have appeared of late years, some of which are il- 
lustrated with learning and acuteness, as those of Mr. 
Motherwell^ and of Mr. Kbloch® intimate much taste 
and feeling for this species of literature. Nor is there 
any want of editions of ballads, less designed for pub- 
lic sale, than to preserve fioating pieces of minstrelsy 
which are in immediate danger of perishing. Several 
of those, edited, as we have occasion to know, by 
men of distinguished talent, have appeared in a smaller 
form and more limited edition, and must soon be 
among the introuvables of Scottish typography. We 
would particularize a duodecimo, under the modest 
title of a Ballad Book,” without place or date an- 
nexed, which indicates, by a few notes only, the capa- 
city which the editor possesses for supplying the most 
extensive and ingenious illustrations upon antiquarian 
subjects. Most of the ballads are of a comic charac- 
ter, and some of them admirable specimens of Scot- 
tish dry humour.^ Another collection, which calls 
for particular distinction, is in the same size, or nearly 
so, and bears the same title wdth the preceding one, 
the date being, Edinburgh, 1827. But the contents 
are announced as containing the budget, or stock-in- 


a List of desiileratoL in Scottish Song. His communication tp 
the Editor of that work contains the following paragraph 
** I am now loriting out for the press a Collection of Popular 
Ballads and Songs from tradition, MSS., and scarce publica- 
tions, with a few of modern date, which have been written 
for, and are exclusively dedicated to my collection. As many 
or the pieces were common property, I have heretofore waited 
for the completion of Mr, Walter Scott’s Work, with more 
anxiety for the cause in general, than for any particular and 
selfish interest of my own ; as I was sure of having the satis- 
faction of seeing such pieces as that gentleman might choose 
to adopt, appear with every advantage which I, partial as I 
was, could wish them. The most sanguine expectations of 
the public have now been amply gratified ; and much curious 
and valuable matter is still left for me by Mr. Scott, to whom 
I am much indebted for mar y acts of friendship, and much 


trade, of an old Aberdeenshire minstrel, the very 
probably, of the race, who, according to Percy’s defi- 
nition of the profession, sung his own compositions, 
and those of others, through the capital of the county, 
and other towns in that coiintiy of gentlemen. This 
man’s name was Charles Leslie, but he was known 
more generally by the nickname of Mussel-mou’d 
Charlie, from a singular projection of his under lip. 
His death was thus announced in the newspapers for 
October, 1792 : — Died at Old Bain, in Aberdeen- 
shire, aged one hundred and four years, Charles Les- 
lie, a hawker, or ballad-singer, well known in that 
country by the name of Mussel-mou’d Charlie. He 
follo%ved his occupation till within a few weeks of his 
death.” Charlie was a devoted J acobite, and so po- 
pular in Aberdeen, that ho enjoyed in that city a sort 
of monopoly of the minstrel calling, no other person 
being allowed, under any pretence, to cliant ballads 
on the causeway, or plaiii-staues, of the bra^'0 
burgh.” Like the former collection, most of Mussel- 
mou’d Charlie’s songs were of a jocose character. 

But the most extensive and valuable additions 
which have been of late made to tliis branch of an- 
cient literature, are the collections of Mr. Peter 
Buchan of Peterhead, a person of indefatigable re- 
search in that department, and whose industry has 
been crowned with the most successful results. This 
is partly owing to the country wdiere Mr, Buchan re- 
sides, which, full as it is of minstrel relics, has been 
but little ransacked by any former collectors j so that, 
while it is a very rare event south of the Tay, to recover 
any ballad having a claim to antiquity, which has not 
been examined and republished in some one or other 
of our collections of ancient poetry, those of Aber- 
deenshire have been comparatively little attended to. 
The present Editor was the first to solicit attention to 
these northern songs, in consequence of a collection 
of ballads communicated to him by his late respected 
friend, Lord Woodhouslee. Mr. Jamieson, in his col- 
lections of Songs and Ballads,” being himself a na- 
tive of Morayshire, was able to push this inquiry 
much farther, and at the same time, by doing so, ta 
illustrate his theory of the connexion between the an- 
cient Scottish and Danish ballads, upon wdiich the 
publication of Mr. Buchan throws much light. It is, 


liberality and good, •^vill shown towards me and my underta- 
king.”— En. 

1 Mr. Finlay, best kno^Yn by bis “ Wallace, or The Vale of 
Ellerslie,” died in 1810, in his twenty-eighth year. An atlec- 
tionate and elegant tribute to his memory, from the pen of 
Professor Wilson, appeared in Blackwood’s MugiiKinc, No- 
vember, 1817.— Ed. 

2 Minstrelsy ; Ancient and Modern, with an Historical In- 
troduction and Notes. By William Motherwell. 4to. Glasg. 
1827. 

3 Ancient Scottish Ballads, recovered from Tradition, and 
never before published; with Notes, Historical and Explana- 
tory, and an Appendix, containing the Airs of several of tna 
ballads. 8vo. Edin. 1827. 

4= This is Mr. C. K. Shaipe’s Work, already alluded to — 
Ed. 
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Indeed, tlie most complete collection of the kind winch 
has yet appeared-^ 

Of the originality of the ballads in Mr. Buchan’s 
collection we do not entertain the slightest doubt. 
Several (we may instance the curious tale of The 
Two Magicians”) are translated from the Norse, and 
Mr. Buchan is probably unacquainted with the origi- 
nals. Others refer to points of history, with which 
the editor does not seem to be familiar. It is out of 
no disrespect to this laborious and useful antiquary, 
that we observe his prose composition is rather florid, 
and forms, in this respect, a strong contrast to the 
extreme simplicity of the ballads, which gives us the 
most distinct assurance that he has delivered the lat- 
ter to the public in the shape in which he found them. 
Accordingly, we have never seen any collection of 
Scottish poetry appearing, from internal evidence, so 
decidedly and indubitably original. It is perhaps a 
pity that Mr. Buchan did not remove some obvious 
errors and corruptions ; but, in truth, though their 
remaining on record is an injury to the effect of the 
ballads, in point of composition, it is, in some degree, 
a proof of their antlienticity. Besides, although the 
exertion of this editorial privilege, of selecting read- 
ings, is an advantage to the ballads themselves, we 
are contented rather to take the whole in their pre- 
sent, though imperfect state, than that the least doubt 
should be thrown upon them, by amendments or al- 
terations, which might render their authenticity 
doubtful. The historical poems, we observe, are few 
and of no remote date. That of the Bridge of Dee,” 
is among the oldest, and there are others referring to 
the times of the Covenanters. Some, indeed, are 
composed on still more recent events ; as the mar- 
riage of the mother of the late illustrious Byron," and 
a catastrophe of still later occurrence, The Death of 
Leith-hall.” 

As we wish to interest the admirers of ancient min- 
strel lore in this curious collection, we shall only add, 
that, on occasion of a new edition, wo would recom- 
mend to Mr. Buchan to leave out a number of songs 


I which he has only inserted because they are varied, 
I sometimes for the worse, from sets which have ap- 
I peared in other publications. This restriction would 
' make considerable room for such as, old though they 
[ be, possess to this age all the grace of novelty. 

To these notices of late collections of Scottish Bal- 
lads, we ought to add some remarks on the very cu- 
rious " Ancient Legendary Tales, printed chiefly from 
Original Sources, edited by the Rev. Charles Henry 
Hartshorne, M. A. 18’2D.” The editor of this unosten- 
tatious work has done his duty to the public with 
much labour and care, and made the admirers of this 
species of poetry acquainted with very many ancient 
legendary poems, which were hitherto unpublished 
and very little known. It increases the value of the 
collection, that many of them are of a comic turn, a 
species of composition more rare, and, from its neces- 
sary allusion to domestic manners, more curious and 
interesting, than the serious class of Romances. 


We have thus, in a cursory manner, gone through 
the history of English and Scottish popular poetry, 
and noticed the principal collections which have been 
formed from time to time of such compositions, and 
the principles on which the editors have proceeded. 
It is manifest that, of late, the public attention has 
keen so much turned to the subject by men of research 
and talent, that we may well hope to retrieve from 
oblivion as much of our ancient poetry as there is now 
any possibility of recovering. 

Another important part of our task consists in giv- 
ing some account of the modern imitation of the Eng- 
lish Ballad, a species of literary labour which the au- 
thor has himself pursued with some success. 


Abbotsford, 
March, 1830. 


1 Ancient Ballads and Songs of the North of Scotland, 2 This song is quoted in Moore’s Life of Byron, vol, i.— 
hitherto unpublished; “vdth E.vplanatory Notes. By P, B. Ed. 

8 vols. 8vo. Edin. 1828. 
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Their buriRl-x^lace, in the vicinity of the bower which they 
built, is still visible, in the romantic vicinity of Lord Lyn* 
doch’s mansion, and prolongs the memory of female friend- 

Two stanzas of 


THE BATTLE OF HARLAW. 


ship, which even rivalry could not dissolve, 
the orij^nal ballad alone survive 


That there was such an ancient liallad is certain, and the 
*Ane, adapted to the bagpipes, was long extremely popular, 
and, within tbe romemhrance of maii, tlie first which was 
played at kirns and other rustic festivals. But there is a sus- 
picious phrase in the hallad as it is puhUshed by Allan Kam- 
say. When describing the national confusion, the bard says, 


Bessie Bell and Mary Gray, 

They were twa bonnie lasses ; 
Theybigged a bower on yon burn brae. 
And theekit it ower wi’ rashes. 


They wadna rest in Methvin kirk, 
Among their gentle kin ; 

But they wad lie in Lednoch braes, 
To beck against the sun." 


Sen the days of auld King Ilaric, 

Such slauchter was not heard or seen. 


Query, Who was the ”auld King Harie here meant? If 
Henry VlII. be intended, as is most likely, it must bring the 
date of the poem, at least of that verse, as low as Queen 
Mary’s time. The ballad is said to have been printed in 1668. 
A copy of that edition would be a great curiosity. 

See the prefa< « to the reprint of this ballad, in the volume 
of *• Barly Metrical Tales,” aiite referred to. 


There is, to a Scottish ear, so much tenderness and simplicity 
in these verses, as must induce us to regret that the rest should 
Have been superseded by a pedantic modern song, turning 
upon the most unx>oetic part of the legend, the hesitation, 
namely, of the lover, which of the ladies to prefer. One of 
the most touching expressions in the song is the following ex- 
jclamation: 


Oh, Jove ! she’s like thy Pallas. 


Another song, of which Ramsay chose a few words for the 
theme oi & rifacimento, seems to have been a curious speci- 
men of minstrel recitation. It was partly verse, partly narra- 
tive, and was alternately sung and repeated. The story was 
the escape of a young gentleman, pursued by a cruel uncle, 
desirous of his estate ; or a bloody rival, greedy of his life; or 
the relentless father of his lady-love, or some such remorse- 
less character, having sinister intentions on the person of the 
fugitive. The object of his rapacity or vengeance being nearly 
overtaken, a shepherd undertakes to mislead the pursuer, 
who comes in sight just as the object of his pursuit disappears, 
and greets'the shepherd thus:-— 


ALLAN RAMSAY’S EVERGREEN. 


Green he the pillow of honest Allan, at whose lamp Bums 
lighted his brilliant torch ! It is without enmity to his me- 
mory that we record his mistake in tliis matter. But it is im- 
possible not to regret that snch an affecting tale as that of 
Bessie Bell and Mary Gray should have fallen into Ms hands. 
The southern reader must learn, (for what northern reader is 
ignorant ?) that these two beautiful women were kinsfolk, and 
BO strictly united in friendship, that even personal jealousy 
could not interrupt their union. They were visited by a hand- 
some and agreeable young man, who was acceptable to them 
both, hut so captivated with their charms, that, wMle confi- 
dent of a preference on the part of both, he was unable to 
make a choice between them. While this singular situation 


“ nURSUEB. 

Good morrow, shepherd, and my friend, 

Saw you a young man this way riding ; 

With long black hair, on a bob-tail’d niaro. 

And I know that I cannot he far behind him ? 


THE SHBPHERU. 

Yes, I did see him this way riding, 

And what did much surprise my wit, 

The mau and the mare flew up in the air, 
And I see, and I see, and I see her yet. 
Behind yon white cloud I see her tail wave, 
And I see, and I see, and I see her yet ” 


The tune of these verses is an extremely good one, and 
Allan Bamsay has adapted a bacchanalian song to it with 
some success; hut we should have thanked him much had he 
taken the trouble to preserve the original legend of the old 
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iHiustrel. The valuable and learned friend ^ to whom wo 
owe this mutilated account of it, has often heard it sung 
among the High Jinks of Scottish lawyers of the last genera- 

tiOn.:'.:''. 


Note 0. 

JOSEPH EITSON. 

^Sfeglecting, in literary debate, the courtesies of ordi- 
nary MA- 

For example, in quoting a popular song, well known by the 
same of Maggie Lauder, the editor of the Reliques had given 
a line of the Dame's address to the merry minstrel, thus 

Gin ye be Boh, I Ve heard of you, 

You dwell upon the Border.” 

Ritson insisted the gentdne reading was, 

“ Come ye frae the Border ? ” 

And he expatiates with great keenness on the crime of the 
Bishop’s having sophisticated the text, (of which he produces 
no evidence,) to favour his opinion, that the Borders were a 
favourite abode of flie minstrels of both kingdoms. The fact, 
it is believed, is undoubted, and the one reading seems to 
support it as well as the other.—t Joseph Bitson died in 1803.] 


Note D. 

« A MERE CROWDER UPON AN UNTUNED FIDDLE.’ ~ 

P.546. 

In Fletcher’s comedy of “ Monsieur Thomas,” such a fiddler 
to questioned as to the ballads he is best versed in, and replies, 

"■ Under your mastership’s correction I can sing, 

* The Duke of Norfolk,’ or the merry ballad 

Of * Divius and Lazarus ‘ The Rose of England 

* In Crete, where Dedimus first began ; ’ 

* Jonas his crying out against Coventiy.* 

Thomas. Excellent! 

Rare matters all- 

Fkldler, ‘ Mawdlin the Merchant’s Daughter ; ’ 

* The Devil and ye Dainty Dames.’ 

Thomas, Rare still. 

FuMler. * The Landing of the Spaniards at Bow, 

With the bloody battle at Mile-end.’ ” 

Txie poor minstrel is described as accompanying the young 
rake in his revels. Launcelot describes 

'* The gentleman himself, young Monsieur Thomas, 
Errant with his furious myrmidons ; 

fiery fiddler and myself—now singing, 

Now beating at the doors,” &:c. 


Note E. 

MINSTRELS. — P. 546. 

The “ Song of the Traveller,” an ancient piece lately disco- 
vered in the Cathedral Library of Exeter, and published by 


The late Right Honourable William Adam, Lord Chief 
Commissioner of the Scotch Jury Court.— -E d. 


the Rev. Mr, Coneybeare, in his Illustrations of Anglo-Saxon 
Poetry (1826,) furnishes a most curious picture of the life of 
the Northern Scald, or Minstrel, in the high and palmy state 
of the profession. The reverend editor thus translates the 
closing lines : 

** nic est carissimus Terr® incolis 
Cui Deus addidit Hominum imperium gerendum, 
Quum ille eos [bardos] habeat caros. 

Ita comeantes cum cantilenis feruntur 
Bardi hominum per terras multas ; 

Simul eos remuneratur oh eautilenas pulchras, 
Bluneribus immcnsis, ille qui ante nobiles 
Vttlt judicium suum extollere, dignitatem sustinere. 
Habet ille sub coelo stabilem famam.” — P. 22. 

Mr. Coneybeare contrasts this flattering picture” with the 
following melancholy specimen ” of the Minstrel life of later 
times— contained in some verses by Richard Sheale (the al- 
leged author of the old Chevy Chase,) which are preserved in 
one of the Ashmolean MSS. 

“ Now for the good cheere that I have had here, 

I give you hearty thanks with bowing of my shankes. 
Desiring you by petition to grant me such commission— 
Because my name is Sheale, that both for meat and meale 
To you I may resort sum tyme for ray comforte. 

For I perceive here at all tymes is good cheere. 

Both ale, wyne, and beere, as hyt doth now appere, 

I perceive without fable ye keepe a good table. 

I can be contente, if hyt be out of Lent, 

A piece of beefe to take my honger to aslake, 

Both mutton and vcale is goode for Bycharde Sheale; 
Though I looke so grave, I vrerc a veri knave, 

If 1 wold thiiike sknrne ether evenynge or morne, 

Eeyng in honger, of fresshe samon or kongar, 

I can fynde in my hearte, with my frendis to take a parte 
Of such as Goddc shal sende, and thus I make an emle. 
Now farewel, good myn Hoste, I thank youe for youre costo 
Untyl another tyme, and thus do I ende my ryme.”— P. 28 


Note F.* 

WILLIAM JULIUS MICIiLE,— P. 547. 

ju evidence of what is stated in the text, the author would 
quote the introductory stanza to a forgotten poem of Mickle, 
originally published under the injudicious and equivocal title 
of “ The Concubine,” hut in subsequent editions called, “ Sir 
Martyn, or The Progress of Dissipation.” 

“ Awake, ye west winds, through the lonely dale, 

And, Fancy, to thy faery bower betake; 

Even now, with balmy sweetness breathes the gale, 
Dimpling with downy wing the stilly lake ; 

Through the pale willows faltering whispers wake, 

And evening comes with locks bedropp’d -with dew ; 

On Desmond’s mouldering turrets slowly shake 
The wither’d ryegrass, and the hairhell blue, 

And ever and anon sweet Mulla’s plaints renew.” 

Mickle’s facility of versification was so great, that, being a 
printer by profession, he frequently put his lines into types 
without taking the trouble previously to put them into writ- 
ing ; thus uniting the composition of the author with the me-' 
chanical operation which typographers call by the same name. 




OlH 

Imitation Si of tfie ^itnent JSallatJ 


The inveBtion of printing nece&sarily occasioned the 
downfall of the Order of Minstrels, already reduced to 
contempt hy their own bad habits, by tlie disrepute 
attached to their profession, and by the law's calcu- 
lated to repress their license. When the Metrical 
Eomances were very many of them in the hands of 
every one, the occupation of those who made their 
living by reciting them was in some degree abolished, 
and the minstrels either disappeared altogether, or 
sunk into mere musicians, whose utmost acquaintance 
with poetry was being able to sing a ballad. Perhaps 
old Anthony, who acquired, from the song which he 
accounted his masterpiece, the name of A-nthonff Now 
NoWi was one of the last of this class in the capital ; 
nor does the tenor of his poetry evince whether it was 
his own composition or that of some other.® 

But the taste for popular poetry did not decay with 
the class of men by whom it had been for some genera- 
tions practised and preserved. Not only did the simple 
old ballads retain their ground, though circulated by 
the new art of printing, instead of being preserved by 
recitation; but in the Garlands^ and similar collec- 
tions for general sale, the authors aimed at a more 
ornamental and regular style of poetry than had been 
attempted by the old minstrels, whose composition, if 
not extemporaneous, was seldom committed to wTiting, 
and w'as not, therefore, susceptible of accurate revision. 
This was the more necessary, as even the popular 
poetry "was now feeling the effects arising from the 
advance of know'ledge, and the re\ival of the study of 
the learned languages, with all the elegance and re- 
finement w'hich it induced. 

In short, the general progress of the country led to 
an improvement in the department of popular poetry, 
tending both to soften and melodise the language 
employed, and to ornament the diction beyond that of 
the rude minstrels, to whom such topics of composi- 


^ This essay -was written in April 1830, and fonns a conti- 
nuation of the “ Eemaxks on Popular Poetry.”— En. 

2 He might be supposed a contemporary of Henry VIII., if 
the greeting which he pretends to have given to that monarch 
is of liift own composition, and spoken in his own person. 


tion had been originally abandoned. The monotony 
of the ancient recitals was, for the same causes, altered 
and improved upon. The eternal descriptions of 
battles, and of love dilemmas, w'hich, to satiety, filled 
the old romances with trivial repetition, was re- 
trenched. If any one wishes to compare the two eras 
of lyrical poetry, a few verses taken from one of the 
latest minstrel ballads, and one of the earliest that 
were written for the press, will afford him, in some 
degree, the power of doing so. 

The rude lines from Anthony Now Now, which we 
have just quoted, may, for example, be compared, as 
Ritson requests, with the ornamented commencement 
of the ballad of Fair Rosamond 

” When as King Henry ruled this land, 

The second of that name, 

Besides his queen he dearly loved 
A fair and comely dame. 

“ Most peerless was her beauty found, 

Her favour, and her face ; 

A sweeter creature in the world 
Could never prince embrace. 

“ Her crisped locks, lilie threads of gold 
Appear’d to each man’s sight ; 

Her sparkling eyes, like orient pearls, 

Bid cast a heavenly light. 

“ The blood within her crystal cheeks 
Did such a colour drive, 

As though the lily and the rose 
For mastership did strive.” 3 

It maybe rash to affirm, that those who lived by 
singing this more refined poetry, were a class of men 
different from the ancient minstrels; but it appears, 
that both the name of the professors, and the character 
of the Minstrel poetry, had sunk in reputation. 

The facility of versification, and of poetical diction, 


** Good morrow to our noble king, quoth I ; 
Good morrow, quoth he, to thou; 

And then he said to Anthony, 

0 Anthony now now now.” 
s Percy’s BeliqueSf vol. ii. p. 147. 



’ T-welftli Aetii. Scene 4th. 13 A curious and spirited specimen occurs in Cornwall, as 

2 Sir Philip Sidney’s Defence of Poesy. late as the trial of the Bishops before the Revolution, Thft 
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is decidedly in favour of the moderns, as might reason- 
ably be expected from the iinpi'oved taste, and en- 
larged knowledge, of an age wliich abounded to such 
a degree in poetry, and of a character so imaginative 
as was the Elizabethan era. The poetry addressed to 
the populace, and enjoyed by them alone, was animated 
oy the spirit that was breathed around. We may 
cite Shakspeare’s unquestionable and decisive evi- 
dence in this respect. In Twelfth Nit/iit he describes 
a popular ballad, with a beauty and precision w'hich 
no one but liimself could have affixed to its character ; 
and the whole constitutes the strongest appeal in 
favour of that species of poetry which is WTitten to suit 
the taste, of the public in general, and is most natu- 
rally preser%"ed by oral tradition. But the remarkable 
part of the circumstance is, that when the song is 
actually sung by Feste the clown, it differs in almost 
all particulars from what we might have been justified 
in considering as attributes of a popular ballad of that 
early period. It is simple, doubtless, both in structure 
and phraseology, but is rather a love song than a 
minstrel ballad — a love song, also, which, though its 
imaginative figures of speech are of a very simple and 
intelligible character, may nevertheless be compared 
to any thing rather than the boldness of the preceding 
age, and resembles nothing less than the ordinary 
minstrel ballad. The original, though so well known, 
may be here quoted, for the purpose of showing what 
was, in Shakspeare’s time, regai'ded as the poetry of 
the old age,” Almost every one has the passage by 
heart, yet I must quote it, because there seems a 
marked difference between the species of poem which 
is described, and that which is sung ; 

“ Mark it, CjKsario ; it is old and plain : 

The spinsters and the knitters in the sun, 

And the free maids, that weave their thread with hones, 

Do use to chant it ; it is silly sooth, 

And dallies with the innocence of love, 
hike the old ago.” 

The song, thus beautifully prefaced, is as follows ; 

Come away, come away, death, 

And in sad cypress let me he laid ; 

Ply away, fly away, breath ; 
lam slain by a fair cruel maid. 

My shroud of white, stuck all with yew, 

0, prepare it ; 

My part of death no one so true 
Did share it. 

Not a flower, not a flower sweet, 

On my black coffin let there be strown ; 

Not a friend, not a friend greet 
My poor corpse, where my bones shall be thrown : 

A thousand, thousand sighs to save, 

Lay me, 0, where 
Sad true lover never find my grave, 

To weep there.” I 

On comparing this love elegy, or whatever it may 


be entitled, with the ordinary, and especially the ear- 
lier popular poetry, I cannot help thinking that a 
great difference will be observed in the structure of 
the verse, the character of the sentiments, the orna- 
ments and refinement of the language. Neither in- 
deed, as might he expected from the progress of hu- 
man affairs, was the change in the popular style of 
poetry achieved without some disadvantages, which 
counterbalanced, in a certain degree, the superior art 
and exercise of fancy which had been introduced of 
late times. 

The expressions of Sir Philip Sidney, an unques- 
tionable judge of poetry, flourishing in Elizabeth’s 
golden reign, and drawing ax*ound him, like a magnet, 
the most distinguished poets of the age, amongst * 
whom we need only name Shakspeare and Spenser, 
still show something to regret when he compared the 
highly wrought and riehly ornamented poetry of his 
own time, with the ruder but more energetic diction 
of Chevy Chase. His words, often quoted, cannot yet 
be dispensed Mith on the present occasion. They are 
a chapter in the history of ancient poetiy. Certain- 
ly,” says the brave knight, I must confess my own 
barbarousness ; I never heard the old song of Percy 
and Douglas, that I found not niy heart more moved 
than with a trumpet. And yet it ,is sung by some 
blind crowder, with no rougher voice than rude style, 
which being so evil apparelled in the dust and cob- 
webs of that uncivil age, what would it work, trimmed 
in the gorgeous eloquence of Pindar.” - 

If we inquire more particularly what were the pe- 
culiar charms by which the old minstrel ballad pro- 
duced an efiect lilie a trumpet-sound upon the bosom 
of a real son of chivalry, we may not be wrong in as- 
cribing it to the extreme simplicity with which the nar- 
rative moves forward, neglecting all the more minute 
ornaments of speech and diction, to the grand object 
of enforcing on the hearer a striking and affecting 
catastrophe. The author seems too serious in his 
wish to affect the audience, to allow himself to he 
drawn aside by any thing which can, either by its te- 
nor, or the manner in which it is spoken, Imve the 
perverse effect of distracting attention from the catas- 
trophe. 

Such grand and serious beauties, however, occurred 
but rarely to the old minstrels ; and in order to find 
them, it became necessary to struggle through long 
passages of monotony, languor, and inanity. Unfor- 
tunately it also happened, that those who, like Sidney, 
could ascertain, feel, and do full justice to the beau- 
ties of the hei'oic ballad, were few, compared to the 
numbers who could be sensible of the trite verbiage of 
a bald passage, or the ludicrous effect of an absurd 
rhyme. In England, accordingly, the popular ballad 
fell into contempt during the seventeenth century ; 
and although in remote counties ® its inspiration was 
oceasionally the source of a few verses, it seems to 
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liave become almost entirely obsolete in the capital. 
Even the Civil Wars, which gave so much occasion 
ior poetry^ produced rather song and satire^ than the 
I allad or popular epic. The curious reader may satis- 
fy himself on this point, should he wish to ascertain 
the truth of the allegation, by loohing through D’Cr- 
fey’s large and curious collection,^ when he will be 
aware that the few ballads which it contains are the 
most ancient productions in the book, and very sel- 
dom take their date after* the commencement of the 
seventeenth century. 

In Scotland, on the contrary, the old minstrel bal- 
lad long continued to preserve its popularity. Even 
the last contests of Jacobitism were recited with great 
vigour in ballads of the time, the authors of some of 
which are knowm and remembered ; nor is there a more 
spirited ballad preserved than that of Mr. Sldrving,® 
(father of Sldrving the artist,) upon the battle of Pres- 
tonpans, so late as 1745. But this was owing to cir- 
cumstances connected with the habits of the people in 
a remote and rude country, which could not exist in 
the richer and wealthier provinces of England. 

On the whole, however, the ancient Heroic ballad, 
as it was called, seemed to be fast declining among 
the more enlightened and literary part of both coun- 
tries ; and if retained by the lower classes in Scotland, 
it had in England ceased to exist, or degenerated into 
doggerel of the last degree of vileness. 

Subjects the most interesting were abandoned to 
the poorest rhymers, and one would have thought 
that, as in an ass-race, the prize had been destined to 
the slowest of those who Competed for the prize. The 
melancholy fate of Miss Bay,® who fell by the hands 
of a frantic lover, could only inspire the Grub Street 
muse with such verses as these, — thatis,if I remember 
them correctly : 

A SaBdwiclx favourite was tliis fair, 

And her he dearly loved ; 

By whom six children had, we hear; 
tThis story fatal proved. 

“ A clergyman, 0 wicked one. 

In Covent Garden shot her; 

No time to cry upon her God, 

It's hoped He’s not forgot her.” 

If it be true, as in other cases, that when things are 
at the worst they must mend, it was certainly time to 
expect an amelioration in the department in which 
such doggerel passed current. 

Accordingly, previous to this time, a new species ot 
poetry seems to have arisen, which, in some cases, 
endeavoured to pass itself as the production of genu- 
ine antiquity, and, in others, honestly avowed an at- 


Presiclcnt of the Royal Society of London {Mr. Davies Gil- 
bert) has not disdained the trouble of preserving it from obli- 
vion. 

^ Pills to Purge Melancholy 

s See Hogg’s Jacobite Relics, voi. i.—En. 

s Miss Ray, the beautiful mistress of the Earl of Sandwich, 


tempt to emulate the meritt: and avoid the errors 
with which tlie old ballad was encumbered ; and in 
the efToiPt to accomplish this, a species of composition 
was discovered, which is capable of being subjected 
to peculiar rules of criticism, and of exhibiting excel- 
lences of its own. 

In writing for the use of the general reader, rather 
than the poetical antiquary, I shall be readily excused 
from entering into any inquiry respecting the authors 
who first showed the way in this peculiar department 
of modern poetry, Which I may term the imitation of 
the old ballad, especially that of the latter or Eliza- 
bethan era. One of the oldest, according to my 
recollection, which pretends to engraft modern refine- 
ment upon ancient simplicity, is extremely beautiful, 
both from the words, and the simple and affecting 
melody to which they are usually sung. The title is, 
Lord Henry and Fair Catherine.” It begins thus * 

“ In ancient days, in Britain’s isle, 

Lord Henry well was known ; 

No knigbt in all the land more famed, 

Or more deserved renown. 

I* His thoughts were all on honour bent, 

He ne’er would stoop to love : 

No lady in the land had power 
His frozen heart to move.” 

Early in the eighteenth century, this peculiar species 
of composition became popular. We find Tickell, the 
friend of Addison, who produced the beautiful ballad, 
^‘ Of Leinster famed for maidens fair,” Mallet, Gold- 
smith, Shenstone, Percy, and many others, followed 
an example which had much to recommend it, espe- 
cially as it presented considerable facilities to those 
who wished, at as little exertion of trouble as possible, 
to attain for themselves a certain degi’ee of literary 
reputation. 

Before, however, treating of the professed imitators 
of Ancient Ballad Poetry, I ought to say a word upon 
those who have written their imitations with the pre- 
conceived purpose of passing them for ancient. 

There is no small degree of cant in the violent in- 
vectives with which impostors of this nature have 
been assailed. In fact, the case of each is special, 
and ought to be separately considered, according to 
its own circumstances. If a young, perhaps a female 
author, chooses to circulate a beautifiil poem, we will 
suppose that of Hardyknute, under the disguise of 
antiquity, the public is surely more enriched by the 
contribution than injured by the deception.^ It is 
hardly possible, indeed, without a power of poetical 
genius, and acquaintance with ancient language and 


then First Lord of the Admiralty, was assassinated by Mr 
Hackman, in a fit of frantic jealous love,” as Boswell ex- 
presses it, in, 1779. See Croker’s Boswell, vol. iv. p. 254— Em 
4 “Hardyknute was the first poem that 1 ever learnt -the 
last that I shall forgot.”— note of Sir Walter Scott on a 
leaf of Allan Ramsay’s Tea-table Miscellany. 
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manners possessed by very few, to succeed in deceiv- 
ing those who have made this branch of literature 
their study. The very desire to unite modem refine- 
ment with the verve of the ancient minstrels, will 
itself betray the masquerade. A minute acquaintance 
■with ancient customs, and with ancient history, is also 
demanded, to sustain a part which, as it must rest on 
deception, cannot be altogether an honourable one. 

Two of the most distinguished authors of this class 
have, in this manner, been detected ; being deficient 
in the knowledge requisite to support their genius in 
the disguise they meditated. Hardyknute, for in- 
stance, already mentioned, is irreconcilable with all 
chronology, and a chief with a Norwegian name is 
strangely introduced as the first of the nobles brought 
to resist a Norse invasion, at the battle of Largs : the 
needlework so rare,” introduced by the fair autho- 
ress, must have been certainly long posterior to the 
reign of Alexander III. In Chattertori’s ballad of 
“ Sir Charles Baudwin,’’ we find an anxious attempt 
to represent the composition as ancient, and some en- 
tries in the public accounts of Bristol were appealed 
to in corroboration. But neither was this ingenious 
but most unhappy young man, with all his powers of 
poetry, and with the antiquarian knowledge which 
he had collected with indiscrimiiiating but astonish- 
ing research, able to impose on that part of the public 
qualified to judge of the compositions, which it had 
occurred to him to pass oif as those of a monk of the 
14th century. It was iu vain that he in each word 
doubled the consonants, like the sentinels of an en- 
dangered army. The art used to disguise and mispell 
the words only overdid what was intended, and 
afforded sure evidence that the poems published as 
antiques had been, in fact, tampered with by a modern 
artist, as the newly forged medals of modern days 
stand convicted of imposture from the very touches 
of the file, by which there is an attempt to imitate 
the cracks and fissures produced by the hammer 
upon the, original.^ 

I have only met, in my researches into these mat- 
ters, with one poem, which, if it had been produced 
as ancient, could not have been detected on internal 
evidence. It is the War Song upon the victory at 
Brannanhurg, translated from the Anglo-Saxon into 
Anglo-Norman,” by the Right Honourable John 
Hookham Frere. See Ellis’s Specimens of Ancient 
English Poetry, voL i. p. 32. The accomplished 
Editor tells ns, that this A^'ery singular poem was in- 
tended as an imitation of the style and language of 
the fourteenth century, and was -^^itten during the 
controversy occasioned by the poems attributed to 
Rowley. Mr. Ellis adds, ^‘^the reader will probably 
hear with some surprise, that this singular instance of 
critical ingenuity was the composition of an Eton 
schoolboy.” 

The author may be permitted to speak as an artist 
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on this occasion, (disowning, at the same time, all 
purpose of imposition,) as having written, at the re- 
quest of the late Mr, Ritson, one or two things of this 
kind ; among others, a continnation of the romance 
of Thomas of Erdldonne, the only one which chances 
to be preserved.® And he thinks himself entitled to 
state, that a modem poet engaged in such a task, is 
much in the situation of an architect of the present 
day, who, if acquainted with his profession, finds no 
difiBcuIty in copying the external forms of a Gothic 
castle or abbey ; but when it is completed, can hardly, 
by any artificial tints or cement, supply the spots, 
weather-stains, and hues of different kinds, with 
which time alone had invested the venerable fabric 
which he desires to imitate. 

Leaving this branch of the subject, in which the 
difficulty of passing off what is modern for what is 
ancient cannot he matter of regret, we may bestow 
with advantage some brief consideration on the fair 
trade of manufacturing modern antiques, not for the 
purpose of passing them as contraband goods on the 
sldlful antiquary, hut in order to obtain the credit 
due to authors as successful imitators of the ancient 
simplicity, wdiile their system admits of a considerable 
infusion of modern refinement. Two classes of imita- 
tion may be referred to as belonging to this species of 
composition. When they approach each other, there 
may he some difficulty in assigning to individual poems 
their peculiar character, hut in general the difference 
is distinctly marked. The distinction lies betwixt the 
authors of ballads or legendary poems, who have at- 
tempted to imitate the language, the manners, and 
the sentiments of the ancient poems which were their 
prototypes ; and those, on the contrary, who, without 
endeavouring to do so, have struck out a particular 
path for themselves, which cannot, with strict pro- 
pi'iety be termed either ancient or modern. 

In the actual imitation of the ancient ballad, Dr. 
Percy, whose researches made him well acquainted 
with that department of poetry, was peculiarly suc- 
cessful. The Hermit of Warkworth,” the Child© 
of Elle,” and other minstrel tales of his composition, 
must always he remembered with fondness by those 
who have perused them in that period of life when 
the feelings are strong, and the taste for poetry, espe- 
cially of this simple nature, is keen and poignant. 
This learned and amiable prelate was also remarkable 
for his power of restoring the ancient ballad, by 
throwing in touches of poetry, so adapted to its tone 
and tenor, as to assimilate with its original structure, 
and impress every one who considered the subject as 
being coeval with the rest of the piece. It must bo 
owned, that such freedoms, when assumed by a pro- 
fessed antiquary, addressing himself to antiquaries, 
and for the sal?e of illustrating literary antiquities, 
are subject to great and licentious abuse ; and herein 
the severity of Ritson was to a certain extent justified. 


1 2 See Sir Tristrem, Scott^s Poetical "W ' rks, vol. v. ; edition 

1 1833. 


1 See Appendix, Note A. 
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But when the license is avoTvod, and practised with- 
out the intention to deceive^ It cannot he objected to 
but by scrupulous pedantry. 

The poet, perhaps, most capable, by verses, lines, 
even single w’ords, to relieve and heighten the charac- 
ter of ancient poetry, was the Scottish bard Robert 
Burns. We are not here spealdiig of the avowed ly- 
rical poems of his own composition, which he commu- 
nicated to Mr. George Thomson, but of the manner 
in which he recomposed and repaired the old songs 
and fragments for the collection of Johnson^ and 
others, when, if his memory supplied the theme, or 
general subject of the song, such as it exiisted in Scot- 
tish lore, his genius contnbuted that part which was 
to give life and immortality to the whole. If this 
praise should be thought extravagant, the reader may 
compare his splendid lyric, My heart’s in the High- 
lands,” with the tame and scarcely half-intelligible 
remains of that song as preserved by Mr. Peter Buchan. 
Or, what is perhaps a still more magnificent example 
of what we mean, " Maepberson’s Farewell,” with all 
its spirit and grandeur, as repaired by Burns, may be 
collated with the original poem called Maepherson’s 
Lament,” or sometimes the KuflBan’s Bant.” In 
Burns’ brilliant rifacimento, the same strain of wild 
ideas is expressed as we find in the original ; but with 
an infusion of the savage and impassioned spirit of 
Highland chivalry, which gives a splendour to the 
composition, of which we find not a trace in the rude- 
ness of the ancient ditty. I can hear witness to the 
verses having been current while I was a cliild, 
knew a line of the inspired edition of the 
Ayrshire bard until the appearance of Johnson’s Mu- 
seum. 

Besides Percy, Burns, and others, we must not omit 
to mention Mr. Finlay, whose beautiful song, 

“ There came a knight from the field of the slain,” 

fs so happily descriptive of antique manners ; or Mickle, 
wdiose accurate and interesting imitations of the an- 
cient ballad we have ah’eady mentioned with appro- 
bation in the former Essay on Ballad Composition. 
These, with others of modern date, at the head of 
w’hom we must place Thomas Moore, have aimed at 
striking the ancient harp with the same bold and 
note to which it was awakened by the ancient 
minstrels. Southey, Wordsworth, and other distin- 
guished names of the present century, have, in re- 
peated instances, dignified this branch of literature ; 
but no one more than Coleridge, in the wild and ima- 
ginative tale of the Ancient Mariner,” which dis- 
plays so much beauty with such eccentricity. We 
should act most unjustly in this department of Scottish 
ballad poetry, not to mention the names of Leyden, 
Hogg, and Allan Cunningham. They have all three 
honoured their country, by arriving at distinction from 
a humble origin, and there is none of them under 


^ Johnson’s ■'‘Musical Museum/’ iufi vols., was lately re- 


w'hose hand the ancient Scottish harp lias not sounded 
a bold and distinguished tone. Miss Anne Banner- 
man likewise should not be forgotten, whose Tales 
of Superstition and Chivalry” appeared about 1802. 
They were perhaps too mystical and too abrupt ; yet 
if it be the purpose of this kind of ballad poeti^ power- 
fully to excite the imagination, without pretending to 
satisfy it, few persons have succeeded better than this 
gifted lady, whose volume is peculiarly fit to be read 
in a lonely house by a decaying lamp. 

As we have already hinted, a numerous class of tho 
authors (some of them of the very first class) who 
condescended to imitaxe the simplicity of ancient 
poetry, gave themselves ro trouble to observe the cos- 
tume, style, or manner, either of the old minstrel or 
ballad-singer, but assumed a structure of a separate 
and peculiar kind, which could not be cori’oetly termed 
either ancient or modern, although made tho vehicle 
of beauties which were common to both. Tho discre- 
pancy between the mark which they avow’cd their pur- 
pose of shooting at, and that at which they really took 
aim, is best illustrated by a production of one of the 
most distinguised of their number. Goldsmith de- 
scribes the young family of liis Vicar of Wakefield, as 
amusing themselves with conversing about poetry. 
Mr. Burehell observes, that the British poets, who 
imitated the classics, have especially contributed to 
introduce a false taste, by loading their lines with 
epithets, so as to present a combination of luxuriant 
images, without plot or connexion, — a string of epi- 
thets that improve the sound, without carrying on the 
sense. But when an example of popular poetry is 
produced as free from the fault which the critic has 
just censured, it is the well-known and beautifhl poem 
of Edwin and Angelina ! wdiich, in felicitous attention 
to the language, and in fanciful ornament of imagery, 
is as unlike to a minstrel ballad, as a lady assuming 
the dress of a Shepherdess for a masquerade, is diffe- 
rent from the actual Sisly of Salisbury Plain. TickelFs 
beautiful ballad is equally foimed upon a pastoral, 
sentimental, and ideal model, not, however, less beau- 
tifully executed; and the attention of Addison’s friend 
had been probably directed to the ballad stanza (for 
the stanza is all which is imitated) by the praise be- 
stow^ed on Chevy Chase in the Spectator. 

Upon a later occasion, the subject of Mallet’s fine 
poem, Edwin and Emma, being absolutely rural in 
itselt^ and occurring at the hamlet of Bowes, in York- 
shire, might have seduced the poet from the beau ideal 
which he bad pictured to himself^ into something 
more immediately allied to common life. But Mallet 
was not a man to neglect what was esteemed fashion- 
able, and poor Hannah Railton and her lover Wright- 
son were enveloped in the elegant but tinsel frippery 
appertaining to Edwfin and Emma ; for the similes, re- 
flections, and suggestions of the poet are, in fact, too 
intrusive and too well said to suffer the reader to feel 
the full taste of the tragic tale. The verses are doubt- 
less beautiful, but I must own the simple prose of the 

of the tale as 


ESSAY ON IMITATIONS OF THE ANCIENT BALLAD. 659 


it really happened, has to me a tone of serious veracity 
more affecting than the ornaments of Mallet’s fiction. 
The same author’s ballad, William and Margaret,” 
has, in some degree, the same fault. A disembodied 
spirit is not a person before whom the living spectator 
takes leisure to make remarks of a moral kind, as, 

“ So will the fairest face ajipear, 

When youth and years are flown, 

And such the robe that Kings must wear 
When death has reft their crown.’* 

Upon the whole, the ballad, though the best of Mal- 
let’s writing, is certainly inferior to its original, which 
I presume to be the very fine and even terrific old 
Scottish tale, beginning, 

“ There came a ghost to Margaret’s door.” 

It may be found in Allan Ramsay’s Tea-table Mis- 
cellany.” 

We need only stop to mention another very beau- 
tiful piece of this fanciful kind, by Dr. Cartwright, 
called Annin and Elvira, containing some excellent 
poetry, expressed with unusual felicity. I have a 
vision of having met this accomplished gentleman in 
my very early youth, and am the less likely to be mis- 
taken, as he was the first living poet I recollect to 
have seen.^ His poem had the distinguished honour 
to be much admired by our celebrated philosopher, 
Dugald Stewart, who was wont to quote with much 
pathos, the picture of resignation in the following 
stanza : — 

“ And while his eye to Heaven he raised, 

Its silent waters stole away.”^ 

After enumerating so many persons of undoubted 
genius, who have cultivated the Arcadian style of 
poetry, (for to such it may he compared,) it would he 
endless to enumerate the various Sir Eidreds of the 
hills and downs whose stories were woven into legend-- 
ary tales — which came at length to be the name as- 
signed to this half-ancient half-modern style of com- 
position. 

In general I may observe, that the supposed facility 
of this species of composition, the alluring simplicity 
of which was held sufficient to support it, afforded 
great attractions for those whose ambition led them 
to exercise their untried talents in verse, but who 
were desirous to do so with the least possible expense 
of tbought. The task seems to present, at least to the 
inexperienced acolyte of the Muses, the same advan- 
tages which an instrument of sweet sound and small 
compass offers to those who begin their studies in 


1 If I am right in what mast be a very early recollection, 1 
saw Mr. Cartwright (then a student of medicine at the Edin- 
burgh University) at the house of my maternal grandfather, 
John Eutheribrd, M.D. 

3 Happily altered by an admiring foreigner, who read 
“ r/ifi silent waters stole away.’ 


music. In either case, however, jrt frequently hap- 
pens that the scholar, getting tired of the palling 
and monotonous character of the poetry or music 
which he produces, becomes desirous to strike a more 
independent note, even at the risk of its being a more 
difficult one. 

The same simplicity involves an inconvenience fatal 
to the continued popularity of any species of poetry, 
by exposing it in a peculiar degree to ridicule and to 
parody. Dr. Johnson, w’hose style of poetry was of a 
very different and more stately description, couid ri- 
dicule the ballads of Percy, in such stanzas as these, — 

“ The tender infant, meek and mild. 

Fell down upon a stone ; 

The nurse took up the squalling child, 

But still the child squall’d on 

with various slipshod imitations of the same quality.* 
It did not require his talents to pursue this vein of 
raillery, for it was such as most men could imitate, 

I and all could enjoy. It is, therefore, little wonderful 
that this sort of composition should be repeatedly laid 
aside for considerable periods of time, and certainly 
as little so, that it should have been repeatedly revived, 
like some forgotten melody, and have again obtained 
some degree of popularity, until it sunk once more 
under satire, as well as parody, but, above all, the 
effects of satiety. 

During the thirty years that I have paid some at- 
tention to literary matters, the taste for the ancient 
ballad melody, and for the closer or more distant imi- 
tation of that strain of poetry, has more than once 
arisen, and more than once subsided, in consequence, 
perhaps, of too unlimited indulgence. That this has 
been the case in other countries, w'e know ; for the 
Spanish poet, w'hen he found that the beautiful Mo- 
risco romances were excluding all other topics, confera 
upon them a hearty malediction.'^ 

A period when this particular taste for the popular 
ballad was in the most extravagant degree of fashion, 
became the occasion, unexpectedly indeed, of my de- 
serting the profession to which I was educated, and 
in which I had sufficiently advantageous prospects for 
a person of limited ambition. I have, in a former 
publication, undertaken to mention this circumstance ; 
and I will endeavour to do so with becoming brevity, 
and without more egotism than is positively exacted 
by the nature of the story. 

I may, in the first place, remark, that although the 
assertion has been made, and that by persons who 
seemed satisfied with their authority, it is a mistake 
to suppose that my situation in life or place in society 


3 Percy was especially annoyed, according to Boswell, with 
“ I put my hat upon my head. 

And walked into the Strand, 

And there I met another man 
With his hat in his hand.”— Ed. 

See the Introduction to Lockliart’s Spanish Ballads, 
p. xxii. 
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■were materially altered by such success as I attained 
in literary attempts. My birth, without giving the 
least pretension to distinction, was that of a gentle- 
man, and connected me with several respectable ihmi- 
lies and accomplished persons. My education had 
been a good one, although I was deprived of its full 
benefit by indifierent health, just at the period when 
I ought to have been most sedulous in improving it. 
The young men with whom I was brought up, and 
lived most familiarly, were those, who, from opportu- 
nities, birth, and talents, might be expected to make 
the greatest advances in the career for which we were 
all destined ; and I have the pleasure still to preserve 
my youthful intimacy with no inconsiderable number 
of them, whom their merit has carried forward to the 
highest honours of their profession. Neither was I in 
a situation to be embarrassed by the re$ a7igusta domi, 
which might have otherwise brought painful additional 
obstructions to a path in which progress is proverbially 
slow. I enjoyed a moderate degree of business for 
my standing, and the fiiendship of more than one 
person of consi«leration and influence efficiently dis- 
posed to aid my views in life. The private fortune, 
also, which I might expect, and finally inherited, from 
my family, did not, indeed amount to affluence, but 
placed me considerably beyond all apprdiension of 
want. I mention these particulars merely because 
they are true. Many better men than myself have 
owed their rise from indigence and obscurity to their 
own talents, which were, doubtless, much more ade- 
quate to the task of raising them than any which I 
possess. But although it would be absurd and un- 
gracious in me to deny, that I owe to literature many 
marks of distinction to which I could not otherwise 
have aspired, and particularly that of securing the 
acquaintance, and even the friendship, of many re- 
markable persons of the age, to whom I could not 
otherwise have made my way ; it would, on the other 
hand, be ridiculous to affect gratitude to the public 
favour, either for my general position in society, or the 
means of supporting it with decency, matters which 
had been otherwise secured under the usual chances 
of human afiairs. Thus much I have thought it ne- 
cessary to say upon a subject, which is, after all, of 
very little consequence to, any one but myself. I pro- 
ceed to detail the circumstances which engaged me in 
literary pursuits. 

During the last ten years of the eighteenth century, 
the art of poetry was at a remarkably low ebb in Bri- 
tain. Hay ley, to whom fashion Ixad some years be- 
fore ascribed a higher degree of reputation than 
posterity has confirmed, had now lost his reputa- 
tion for talent, though he still lived beloved and re- 
spected as an amiable and accomplished man. The 
Bard of Memory slumbered on his laurels, and He of 
Hope had scarce begun to attract his share of public 
attention. Cowper, a poet of deep feeling and bright 
genius, was still alive, indeed ; but the hypochondria, 
which was his mental malady, impeded his popula- 
rity. Burns, whose genius our southern neighbours 


could hardly yet comprehend, had long confined him- 
self to song- writing. Names w'hich are now known 
and distinguished wherever the English language is 
spoken, were then only beginning to be mentioned ; 
and, unless among the small number of persons who 
habitually devete a part of their leisure to literature, 
even those of Bouthey, Wordsworth, and Coleridge, 
were still but little known. The realms of Parnassus, 
like many a kingdom at the period, seemed to lie open 
to the fii’st bold invader, whether ho should be a daring 
usurper, or could show a legitimate title of sove- 
Teignty. '■ ; ■ ■ 

As far hack as 1788, a new species of litei'ature be- 
gan to he introduced into this country. Germany, long 
known as a powerful branch of the European confe- 
deracy, was then, for the first time, heard of as the 
cradle of a style of poetry and literature, of a kind 
much more analogous to that of Britain, thaii either 
the French, Spanish, or Italian schools, though all 
three had been at various times cultivated and imi- 
tated among us. The names of Lessing, Klopstock, 
Schiller, and other German poets of eminence, were 
only known in Britain very imperfectly. “ The Sor- 
rows of Werter’’ was the only composition that had 
attained any degree of popularity, and the success of 
that remarkable novel, notwithstanding the distin- 
guished genius of the author, was retarded by the na- 
ture of its incident. To the other compositions of 
Goethe, whose talents were destined to illuminate the 
age in which he jElourished, the English remained 
strangers, and much more so to Schiller, Burger, and 
a whole cycle of foreigners of distinguished merit 
The obscurity to which German literature seemed to 
be condemned, did not arise from want of brilliancy 
in the lights by which it was illuminated, but from the 
palpable thickness of the darkness by which they 
were surrounded. Frederick 11. of Prussia had given 
a partial and ungracious testimony against his native 
language and native literature, and impolitically and 
unwisely, as well as unjustly, had yielded to the 
French that superiority in letters, which, after his 
death, paved the way for their obtaining, for a time, 
an equal supei’iority in arms. That groat Prince, by 
setting the example of undervaluing his country in 
one respect, raised a belief in its general inferiority, 
and destroyed the manly pride with which a nation 
is naturally disposed to regard its own peculiar man- 
ners and peculiar literature. 

Unmoved by the scornful neglect of its sovereigns 
and nobles, and encouraged by the tide of native 
genius, which flowed in upon the nation, German 
literature began to assume a new, interesting, and 
highly impressive character, to which it became im- 
possible for strangers to shut their eyes. That it ex- 
hibited the faults of exaggeration and false taste, 
almost inseparable from the first attempts at the 
heroic and at the pathetic, cannot be denied. It was, 
in a word, the first crop of a rich sod, which throws 
out weeds as well as flowers with a prolific abun- 
dance. 
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' It was SO late as the 21st day of April 1783, that 
the literary persons of Edinburgh, of whom, at that 
period, I am better qualified to speak than of those of 
Britain generally, or especially those of London, were 
first made aware of the existence of works of genius 
in a language cognate with the English, and pos- 
sessed of the same manly force of expression. They 
learned, at the same time, that the taste which dic- 
tated the German compositions was of a kind as nearly 
allied to the English as their language. Those who 
were accustomed from their youth to admire Milton 
and Shakspeare, became acquainted, I may say for 
the first time, with the existence of a race of poets 
who had the same lofty ambition to spurn the flaming 
boundaries of the nmverse,Vand mvestigate the 
realms of chaos and old night ; and of dramatists, 
who, disclaiming the pedantry of the unities, sought, 
at the expense of occasional improbabilities and ex- 
travagancies, to present life in its scenes of wildest 
contrast, and in all its boundless variety of character, j 
mingling, without hesitation, livelier with more 
serious incidents, and exchanging scenes of tragic 
distress, as they occur in common life, with those of 
a comic tendency. This emancipation from the rules 
so servilely adhered to by the French school, and 
particularly by their dramatic poets, although it was 
attended with some disadvantages, especially the risk 
of extravagance and bombast, was the means of giving 
fl:*ee scope to the genius of Goeth6, Schiller, and 
others, w’hich, thus relieved from shackles, was not 
long in soaring to the highest pitch of poetic subli- 
mity. The late venerable Henry Mackenzie, author 
of The Man of Feeling,’’ in an Essay upon the Ger- 
man Theatre, introduced his countrymen to this new 
species of national literature, the peculiarities of 
which he traced with equal truth and spirit, although 
they were at that time known to him only through 
the imperfect and uncongenial medium of a French 
translation. Upon the day already mentioned, (21st 
April 1788,) he read to the Royal Society an Essay 
on German Literature, which made much noise, and 
produced a jiowerful eficct., Germany,” he ob- 
served, " in her literary aspect, presents herself to 
observation in a singular point of wew ; that of a 
country arrived at maturity, along with the neigh- 
bouring nations, in the arts and sciences, in the plea- 
sures and refinements of manners, and yet only in its 
infancy with regard to writings of taste and imagina- 
tion. This last path, however, from these very cir- 
cumstances, she pursues with an enthusiasm which 
no other situation could perhaps have produced, the 
enthusiasm which novelty inspires, and which the ser- 
vility incident to a more cultivated and critical state 
of literature does not restrain.” At the same time, 
the accomplished critic showed himself equally fami- 
liar with the classical rules of the French stage, and 
failed not to touch upon the acknowledged advau- 
which these produced, by the encouragement 


i “Flaminantia mcenia mundi.”— L ucretius 


and regulation of taste, though at the risk of repi’ess- 
ing genius.' “ 

But it was not the dramatic literature alone of the 
Gteimans which was hitherto unknown to their neigh- 
bourn — their fictitious naiTativcs, their ballad poetry, 
and other branches of their literature, which are par- 
ticularly apt to bear the stamp of the extravagant 
and the supernatural, began to occupy the attention 
of the British literati. 

In Edinburgh, where the remarkable coincidence 
between the German language and that of the Low- 
land Scottish, encouraged young men to approach 
this newly discovered spring of literature, a class was 
formed, of six or seven intimate friends, who pro- 
posed to make themselves acquainted with the Ger- 
man language. They were in the habit of living 
much together, and the time they spent in this new 
study was felt as a period of great amusement. One 
source of this diversion was the laziness of one of 
their number, the present author, who, averse to the 
necessary toil of grammar and its rules, was in the 
practice of fighting his way to the knowledge of the 
German by his acquaintance with the Scottish and 
Anglo-Saxon dialects, and, of course, frequently com- 
mitted blunders which were not lost on his more ac- 
curate and more studious companions. A moi“e 
general source of amusement, wns the despair of the 
teacher, on finding it impossible to extract from his 
Scottish students the degree of sensibility necessary, 
as he thought, to enjoy the beauties of the author to 
w’hom he considered it proper first to introduce them. 
We were desirous to penetrate at once into the re- 
cesses of the Teutonic literature, and therefore w'ore 
ambitious of perusing Goethe and Schiller, and others 
whose fame had been sounded by Mackenzie. Dr. 
Willich, (a medical gentleman,) who was our teacher, 
was judiciously disposed to commence our studies 
with the more simple diction of Gesner, and pre- 
scribed to ns The Death of Abel,” as the produc- 
tion from which our German tasks were to be drawn. 
The pietistic style of this author was ill adapted to 
attract young persons of onr age and disposition. W e 
could no more sympathize wdth the overstrained senti- 
mentality of Adam and Ms family, than we could 
have had a fellow-feeling with the jolly Faun of the 
same author, who broke Ms beautiful jug, and then 
made a song on it which might have affected all 
Staffordshire. To sum up the distresses of Dr. Wil- 
lich, we, with one consent, voted Abel an insufferable 
bore, and gave the pre-eminence, in point of mascu- 
line character, to Ms brother Cain, or even to Lucifer 
himself. When these jests, which arose out of the 
sickly monotony and affected ecstasies of the poet, 
failed to amuse us, w^e had for our entertainment the 
unutterable sounds manulactnred by a Frenchman, 
onr fellow-student, who, with the economical purpose 
of learning two languages at once, was endeavour- 
ing to acquire German, of which he knew nothing, 
by means of English, concerning which he was nearly 
as ignorant. Heaven only knows the notes which ho 
2 N 
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uttered, !n attempting, with unpractised organs, to 
imitate the gutturals of these two intractable lan- 
guages. At length, in the midst of much laughing 
and little study, most of us acquired some knowledge, 
more or less extensive, of the German language, and 
selected for ourselves, some in the philosophy of 
Kant, some in the more animated works of the Ger- 
man dramatists, specimens more to our taste than 
« The Death of Abel/’ 

About this period, or a year or two sooner, the 
accomplished and excellent Lord Woodhouselee,^ 
one of the friends of my youth, made a spirited ver- 
sion of « The Robbers ” of Schiller, which I believe 
was the first published, though an English version 
appeared soon afterwards in London, as the metro- 
polis then took the load in every thing like literary 
adventure. The enthusiasm with which this work 
was received, greatly increased the general taste for 
German compositions. 

While universal curiosity was thus distinguishing 
the advancing taste for the German language and 
literature, the success of a very young student, in a 
Juvenile publication, seemed to show that the prevail- 
ing taste in that country might he easily employed as 
a formidable auxiliary to renewing the spirit of our 
own, upon the same system as when medical persons 
attempt, by the transfusion of blood, to pass into the 
veins of an aged and exhausted patient, the vivacity 
of the circulation and liveliness of sensation which 
distinguish a young subject. The person who first 
attempted to introduce something like the German 
taste into English fictitious dramatic and poetical 
composition, although his works, when first published, 
engaged general attention, is now comparatively for- 
gotten. I mean Matthew Gregory Lewis, whose 
character and literary history are so immediately con- 
nected with the subject of wdiich I am treating, that 
a few authentic particulars may he here inserted by 
one to whom he wns -well known." 

Lewis’s rank in society w’-as determined by his birth, 
which, at the same time, assured liis fortune. His 
father was Under-Secretary at War, at that time a 
very lucrative appointment, and the young poet was 
provided with a seat in Parliament as soon as his age 
permitted him to fill it. But his mind did not incline 
him to politics, or, if it did, they were not of the com- 
plexion which his father, attached to Mr. Pitt’s admi- 
nistration, w’ould have approved. He was, moreover, 
indolent, and though possessed of abilities sufficient 
to conquer any difficulty which might stand in the 
w'ay of classical attainments, he preferred applying 
his exertions in a path whore they were rewarded with 
more immediate applause. As he completed Ms edu- 
cation abroad, he had an opportunity of indulging his 
inclination for the extraordinary and supernatural, by 
wandering through the whole enchanted land of Ger- 


1 Alexander Fraser Tytlcr, a Judge of the Court of Session 
by the title of Lord Woodhouselee, author of the well-known 
‘Elements of GonoEal History/* and long eminent as Profes- 
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man faery and didblme, not forgetting the paths of her 
enthusiastic tragedy and romantic poetry. 

We are easily induced to imitate what we admire, 
and Lewis early distinguished himself by a romance 
in the German taste, called The Monk.’’ In this 
work, written in his twentieth year, and founded on 
the Eastern apologue of the Santon Barsisa, the 
author introduced supernatural machinery with a 
courageous consciousness of his own power to manage 
its ponderous strength, which commanded the respect 
of his reader. The Monk” was published in 1795, 
and, though liable to the objections common to the 
school to wdiicli it belonged, and to others peculiar to 
itself, placed its author at once high in the scale of 
men of letters. Nor can that be regarded as an ordi- 
nary exertion of genius, to which Charles Fox paid the 
unusual compliment of crossing the House of Com- 
mons that ho might congratulate the young author, 
whose work obtained high praise from many other 
able men of that able time. The party which approved 
The Monk” was at first superior in the lists, and it 
was some time before the anonymous author of the 
Pursuits of Literature” denounced as puerile and 
absurd the supernatural macliinery wliicli Lewis had 
introduced — • 

** I bear an Englisli heart, 

Unused at ghosts or rattling bones to start.” 

Yet the acute and learned critic betrays some incon- 
sistency in praising the magic of the Italian poets, 
and complimenting Mi‘s. Radcliffe for her success in 
supernatural imagery, for which at the same moment 
he thus sternly censures her brother novelist. 

A more legitimate topic of condemnation was the 
indelicacy of particular passages. The present author 
will hardly be deemed a willing, or at least an inter- 
ested apologist for an oiTonee equally repugnant to 
decency and good breeding. But as Lewis at once*, 
and with a good grace, subniitted to the voice of cen- 
sure, and expunged the objectionable passages, ^VQ 
cannot help considering the manner in which liie 
fault -was insisted on, after all the amends had been 
ofiered of wdiieh the case could admit, as in the last 
degree ungenerous and uneandid. The pertinacity 
with wiiieh the passages so much found tault with 
w’ere dwelt upon, seemed to wmTant a belief that 
something more was desired than the correction of the 
author’s errors ; and that, where the apologies of ex- 
treme youth, foreign education, and inst&i.t siiljmis- 
sion, w’ere unable to satisfy the critics’ fury, they must: 
have been cloterminod to act on the severity of the 
old proverb, Confess and be banged.” Certain it 
is, that other persons, offenders in the same degree, 
have been permitted to sue out tiieir pardon without 
either retraction or palinode.^ 

Another peccadillo of the author of The Monk” 


sor of History in the University of Edinburgh. He died in 
1810 ,— Ed. 

2 See more of Lewis iii the Life (f Scott, vol. ii, p. 8-14. 

2 Sec Appendix, Note B. 
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was liis having borrowed from Husieus, and from the 
popular tales of the Germans, the singular and strik- 
ing adventure of the Bleeding Nun.” But the bold 
and free hand with which he traced some scenes, as 
well of natural terror as of that which arises from 
supernatural causes, shows distinctly that the plagi- 
arism could not have been occasioned by any deficiency 
of invention on bis part, though it might take place 
from wantonness or wilfulness. 

In spite of the objections we have stated, The 
Monk” w-as so highly popular, that it seemed to create 
an epoch in our literature. But the public were 
chiefly captivated by the poetry with which Mr. Lewis 
had interspersed his prose narrative. It has now 
passed from recollection among the changes of literary 
taste ; but many may remember, as well as I do, the 
efiect produced by the beautiful ballad of Buran- 
darte,” which had the good fortune to he adapted to 
an air of great sweetness and pathos ;, by the ghost 
talc of Alonzo andJmogme;” and by several other 
pieces of legendary poetry, which addressed them- 
selves in all the charms of novelty and of simplicity to 
a public who had for a long time been unused to any 
regale of the kind. In his poetry as well as his prose, 
Mr. Lewis had been a successful imitator of the Ger- 
mans, both in his attachment to the ancient ballad, 
and in the tone of superstition wdiicli they willingly 
mingle with it. New arrangements of the stanza, 
and a varied construction of verses, were also adopted, 
and w'elcomed as an addition of a new string to the 
British harp. In this respect, the stanza in which 

Alonzo the Brave” is wu’itten, was greatly admired, 
and received as an improvement worthy of adoption 
into English poetry. 

In short, Lewis’s works were admired, and the 
author became famous, not merely through his own 
merit, though that was of no mean quality, but be- 
cause he had in some measure taken the public by 
surprise, by using a style of composition, which, like 
national melodies, is so congenial to the general taste, 
that, though it palls by being much hackneyed, it has 
only to be for a short time forgotten in order to re- 
cover its original popularity. 

It chanced that, while his fame w^as at the highest, 
Mr. Lewis became almost a yearly visitor to Scotland, 
chiefly from attachment to the illustrious family of 
Argyle. The writer of these I’emarks had the advan- 
tage of being made known to the most distinguished 
author of the day, by a lady who belongs by birth to 
that family, and is equally distinguished by her beauty 
and accomplishments.^ Out of this accidental ac- 
quaintance, wiiieh increased into a sort of intimaej^, 
consequences arose which altered almost all the Scot- 
tish ballad-maker’s future prospects in life. 

In early youth I had been an eager student of Ballad 


Poetry, and the tree is still in my recollection, be- 
neath which I lay and first entered upon the enchant- 
ing perusal of Percy’s Keliquesof Ancient Poetry,”^ 
although it has long perished in the general blight 
which affected the whole race of Oriental platanus to 
which it belonged.® The taste of another person had 
strongly encouraged my own researches into this 
species of legendary lore. But I had never dreamed 
of an attempt to imitate what gave me so much 
pleasure, 

I had, indeed, tried the metrical translations which 
were occasionally recommended to ns at the High 
School. I got credit for attempting to do what was 
enjoined, but very little for the mode in which the task 
was performed, and I used to feel not a little morti- 
fied when my versions were placed in contrast with 
others of admitted merit. At one period of ray school- 
boy days I was so far left to my owm desires as to be- 
come guilty of Verses on a Thunder-storm,^ which 
were much approved of, until a malevolent critic 
sprung up, in the shape of an apothecary’s biue- 
buskined wife, who affirmed that my most sweet 
poetry was stolen from an old magazine. I never for- 
gave the imputation, and even now I acknowledge 
some resentment against the poor woman’s memory. 
She indeed accused me unjustly, when she said I had 
stolen my brooms ready made ; but as I bad, like most 
premature poets, copied all the w-ords and ideas of 
which my verses consisted, she was so far right. I 
made one or two faint attempts at verse, after I had 
undergone this sort of daw-plucking at the hands of 
the apothecary’s wife; but some friend or other 
always advised me to put my verses in the fire, and, 
like Borax in the play, I submitted, though with a 
swelling heart.” In short, excepting the usual tribute 
to a mistress’s eye-brow, which is the language of 
passion rather than poetry, I had not for ten years 
indulged the wish to couple so much as love and dove^ 
when, finding Lewis in possession of so much reputa- 
tion, and conceiving that, if 1 fell behind him in 
poetical powers, I considerably exceeded him in gene- 
ral information, I suddenly took it into my head to 
attempt the style of poetry by which he had raised 
himself to fame. 

This idea was hurried into execution, in conse- 
quence of a temptation which others, as well as the 
author, found it difficult to resist. The celebrated 
ballad of “ Lenore,” by Burger, w^as about this time 
introciucea into England ; and it is remarkable, that, 
written as far back as 1775, it was upwards of twenty 
years before it was knovra in Britain, though calcu- 
lated to make so strong an impression. The wild 
character of the tale was such as struck the imagi- 
nation of all who read it, although the idea of the 
lady’s ride behind the spectre horseman had been 


1 The lady Charlotte Bury. — En. 

~ Life ef Scott, roh i. -p. B3. 

y This tree grew in a large garden attached to a cottage at Kel- 
so, the residence of my father’s sister, where Ispentmany of the. 
happieat daysof my youth, (1831.) [See H/e, voL i. p.Wd.— E d,] 


4 See these Verses among the “ Miscellanies,” which follow 
this “ Essay,” where also many other pieces from the pen of 
Sir Walter Scott are now for the first time included in an 
edition of his Poetical Works. (184:1. ) 
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long before hit upon by an English ballad-maker. But 
this pretended English original, if in reality it be 
such, is so dull, fiat, and prosaic, as to leave the dis- 
tinguished German author all that is valuable in his 
story, by clothing it with a fanciful wildness of ex- 
pression, which serves to set forth the marvellous tale 
in its native terror. The ballad of Lenore’* ac- 
cordingly possessed general attractions for such of the 
English as understood the language in which it is 
written; and, as if there had been a charm in the 
ballad, no one seemed to cast his eyes upon it without 
a desire to make it known by translation to his own 
counti-ynien, and six or seven versions were aeeord- 
ingly presented to the public. Although the present 
author was one of those who intruded his translation 
on the world at tliis time, he may fairly exculpate 
himself from the rashness of entering the lists against 
so many rivals. The circumstances which threw him 
into this competition were quite accidental, and of a 
nature tending to show how much the destiny of 
human life depends upon unimportant occurrences, to 
which little consequence is attached at the moment. 

About the summer of 1793 or 1794, the celebrated 
Miss Laetitia Aikin, better known as Mrs. Barbauld, 
paid a visit to Edinburgh, and was received by such 
literary society as the place then boasted, with the 
hospitality to which her talents and her worth entitled 
her. Among others, she was kindly welcomed by the 
late excellent and admired Professor Bugald Stewart, 
his lady, and family. It was in their evening society 
that Miss Aikin drew from her pocket-book a version 
of “ lienore,” executed by William Taylor, Esq. of 
Norwich, with as much freedom as was consistent 
with great spirit and scrupulous fidelity. She read 
this composition to the company, who were electrified 
by the talc. It was the more successful, that Mr. 
Taylor had boldly copied the imitative harmony of 
the German, and described the spectral journey in 
language resembling that of the original. Burger 
had thus painted the ghostly career : 

Und hurre, liurre, hop, hop, hop, 

Gings fort in sausendenr Galopp, 

Dass Boss und Reiter sebnoben, 

Und Kies und Funken stoben.” j 

The words were rendered by the Idndrcd sounds in 
English : 

“ Tramp, tramp, across the land they speede, 

Splash, splash, across the sea; 

Hurra, the dead can ride apace ! 

Dost fear to ride with me?” 

When Miss Aikin had finished her recitation, she 
replaced in her pocket-book the paper from w-hich she 
had read it, and enjoyed the satisfaction of having ' 
made a strong impression on the hearers, whoso 
bosoms thrilled yet the deeper, as the ballad was not 
to be more closely introduced to them. 

The author was not present upon this occasion. 


although ho had then the distinguished advantage of 
being a familiar friend and frequent visitor of Profes- 
sor Stewart and his family. But ho was absent from 
town while Miss Aildn was in Edinburgh, and it was 
not until his return that he found all his friends in 
rapture with the intelligence and good sense of their 
visitor, but in particular with the wonderful transla- 
tion from the German, by means of which she had 
delighted and astonished them. The enthusiastic de- 
scrintion j^iven of Burger’s ballad, and the broken 
account of the story, of which only two lines ^vere 
recollected, inspired the author, wdio had some ac- 
quaintance, as has been said, with the German lan- 
guage, and a strong taste for popular poetry, with a 
desire to see the original. 

This was not a wish easily gratified ; German worijs 
w’ere at that time seldom found in London for sale- 
in Edinburgh never. A lady of noble German de- 
scent,^ whose friendship I have enjoyed for many 
years, found means, however, to procure me a copy of 
Burger’s works from Hamburgh. The perusal of the 
original rather exceeded than disappointed the expec- 
tations which the report of Mr. Stewart’s family had 
induced me to form. At length, when the hook had 
been a few hours in my possession, I found myself 
giving an animated account of the poem to a friend, 
and rashly added a promise to furnish a copy in 
English ballad verse. 

I well reeollcct that I began my task after supper, 
and finished it about daybreak the next morning, by 
which time the ideas w’bieh the task had a tendency 
to summon up were rather of an uncomfortable cha- 
racter. As my object was much more to make a good 
translation of the poem for those w^hom I wished to 
please, than to acquire any poetical fame for my- 
self I retained hi my translation the two lines which 
Mr. Taylor had rendered with equal boldness and 
felicity. 

My attempt succeeded far beyond my expectation!-; ; 
and it may readily be believed, that I w'as iiiduec<l to 
persevere in a pursuit wdiich gratified my own vanity, 
while it seemed to amuse others. I accomplished a 
translation of Der Wilde Jliger’’ — a romantic ballad 
founded on a superstition universally current in Ger- 
many, and known! also in Scotland and France. In 
this 1 took rather more license than in versifying 

Lenore ; ” and I balladized one or two other poems 
of Bilrger with more or less success. In the course 
j of a few weeks, my own vanity, ami the faYourablo 
opinion of friends, interested by the temporary revival, 
of a species of poetry containing a germ of i)opularity 
of wliich perhaps they wore not tliernselves aware, 
urged me to the decisive step of sending a selection, 
at least, of my translations to the press, to save the 
numerous applications which !vere made for copies. 
When was there an author deaf to such a recommen- 
dation % In 1790, the present author w’as x)revailed 


1 Bom Countess Harriet Brubl of Martinskirchen, and 
married to Hugh Scott, Esq. of Harden, now Lord Polwarth, 


the author’s relative, and much-valued friend almost from 
infancy. 
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on, by request of friends,” to indulge Ms own vanity , 
by publishing the translation of Lenore,” ^ with 
that of The Wild Huntsman,” in a thin quarto.” ^ 
The fate of this, my first publication, was by no 
means flattering. I distributed so many copies among 
my friends as, according to the booksellers, materially 
to interfere with the sale ; and the number of trans- 
lations wiiich appeared in England about the same 
time, includirg that of Mr. Taylor, to which I had 
been so muen indebted, and which was published in j 
" The Monthly Magazine,” were suMcient to exclude 
a provincial writer from competition. However diffe- 
rent my success might have been, had I been fortu- 
nate enough to have led the way in the general 
scramble for precedence, my efforts sunk unnoticed 
when launched at the same time with those of Mr. 
Taylor (upon whose property I had committed the 
kind of piracy already noticed, and who generously 
forgave me the invasion of his rights) ; of my inge- 
nious and amiable friend of many years, William 
Robert Spenser ; of Mr. Pye, the laureate of the day, 
and many others besides. In a word, my adventure, 
where so many pushed off to sea, proved a dead loss, 
and a great part of the edition was condemned to the 
service of the trunk-maker. Nay, so complete was the 
failure of the unfortunate ballads, that the very exis- 
tence of them was soon forgotten ; and, in a news- 
paper, in Yvhich 1 very lately read, to my no small 
horror, a most appalling list of my own various publi- 
cations, I saw this, my first offence, had escaped the 
industrious collector, for w^hose indefatigable research 
I may in gratitude wish a better object.^ 

The failure of my first publication did not operate, 
in any unpleasant degree, either on my feelings or 
spirits. I was coldly i*eceived by strangers, but my 
reputation began rather to increase among my own 
friends, and, on the whole, I was more bent to show 
tlie world that it had neglected something worth 
notice, than to he affronted by its indifference. Or 
I’atlier, to speak candidly, 1 found pleasure in the 
literary labour in which I had, almost by accident, 
become engaged, and laboured, less in the hope of 
pleasing others, though certainly without despair of 
doing so, than in the pursxiit of a new and agreeable 
amusement to myself. I pursued the German language 
keenly, and, though far from being a correct scholar, 
became a bold and daring reader, nay, even transla- 
tor, of various dramatic pieces from that tongue.^ 

The w’ant of hooks at that time, (about 1796) was a 
great interruption to the rapidity of my movements ; 
for the young do not know, and perhaps my own 
contemporaries may have forgotten, the difficulty 


1 Under tlie title of William and Helen.” — E d 

2 This thin quarto was published by Messrs. Manners and 
Miller of Edinburgh.-— E d. 

3 The list here referred to was drawn up and msorted in the 
Caledonian Mercury, by Idr. James Shaw, for nearly forty 
years past in the house of Sir Walter Scott’s publishers, 
Messrs. Constable and Cadell, of Edinburgh.— E d. (See it in 
Life (f ScPit, yo\. Y> 1 >. 2C{)--'27G.) 


with which puhKcations were then procured from the 
continent. The worthy and excellent friend, of whom 
I gave a sketch many years afterwards in the person 
of Jonathan Oldbtick/ procured me Adelung’s Dic- 
tionary, through the mediation of Father Pepper, a 
monk of the Scotch College of Ratisbon. Other w^ants 
of the same nature were supplied by Mrs. Scott of 
Harden, whose Idndness in a similar instance I have 
had already occasion to acknowledge. Through this 
lady^s connections on the continent, I obtained copies 
of Burger, Schiller, Goethe, and other standard Ger- 
man works ; and though the obligation be of a distant 
date, it still remains impressed on my memory, after a 
life spent in a constant interchange of friendship and 
kindness with that family, which is, according to Scot- 
tish ideas, the head of my house. 

Being thus furnished with the necessary originals, 
I began to translate on all sides, certainly without 
any thing like an accurate knowledge of the lan- 
guage ; and although the dramas of Goethe, Schiller, 
and others, powerfully attracted one wdiose early at- 
tention to the German had been arro-sted by Mac- 
kenzie’s Dissertation, and the play of “ The Robbers,” 
yet the ballad poetry, in which I had made a bold 
essay, was still my favourite. I was yet more deligiitod 
on finding, that the old English, and especially the 
Scottish language, w'ere so nearly similar to the Ger- 
man, not. in sound merely, but in the turn of phrase, 
that they w^ere capable of being rendered line for line, 
with very little variation.® 

By degrees, I acquired sufficient confidence to at- 
tempt the imitation of what I admired. The ballad 
called Glenfinias” was, I think, the first original 
poem which I ventured to compose. As it is supposed 
to be a translation from the Gaelic, I considered my- 
self as liberated from imitating the antiquated lan- 
guage and rude rhythm of the Minstrel ballad. A 
versification of an Ossianie fragment came neai*er to 
the idea I had formed of my task ; for although con- 
troversy may have arisen concerning the authenticity 
of these poems, yet I never heard it disputed, by those 
whom an accurate knowledge of the Gaelic rendered 
competent judges, that in their spirit and diction they 
nearly resemble fmgments of poetry extant in that 
language, to the genuine antiquity of which no doubt 
can attach. Indeed, the celebrated dispute on that 
subject is something like the more bloody, though 
scarce fiercer controversy, about the Popish Plot iu 
Charles the Second’s time, concerning which Dryden 
has said — 

Succeeding times Avill equal folly call, 

Believing nothing, or believing all.” 


•Si Sir Walter Scott’s second pulilication vvas a translation of 
Goethe’s drama of Goetz of BerlicMngen with tlie Iron Eland, 
which appeared in 1799. He about the same time trans- 
lated several other German plays, which yet remain in MS. 
—Ed. .. 

5 The late George Constable, Esq. See Introduction to tbe 
Antiquary, Waverley Novels, vol. y. p, iv.— E d. 

6 See Aiipcndix, Note C. 
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The Celtic people of Erfn and Albyn had, in short, 
a style of poetry properly called national, though Mac- 
Pherson was rather an excellent poet than a faithful 
editor and translator. This style and fashion of poe- 
try, existing in a different language, was supposed to 
give the original of Glonfinlas,” and the author was 
to pass for one who had used his best command of 
English to do tlie Gaelic model justice. In one point, 
the incidents of the poem were irreconcilable with the 
costume of the times in which they were laid. The 
ancient Highland chieftains, when they had a mind to 

hunt the dun deer down,” did not retreat into soli- 
tary bothies, or trust the success of the chase to their 
own unassisted exertions, without a single gillie to 
help them ; they assembled their clan, and all partook 
of the sport, forming a ring, or enclosure, called the 
Tinchell, and driving the prey towards the most dis- 
tinguished persons of the hunt. Tliis course would 
not have suited me, so Ronald and Moy were cooped 
up in their solitary wigwam, like two moorfowl-shoot- 
era of the present day. 

After Glenfinlas,” I undertook another ballad, 
called The FA’e of St. John.” The incidents, except 
the hints alluded to in the marginal notes, are entire- 
ly imaginary, but the scene was that of my early child- 
hood. Some idle persons had of late years, during 
the proprietor’s absence, torn the iron-grated door of 
Smailholm Tower from its hinges, and thrown it down 
the rock. I was an earnest suitor to my friend and 
kinsman, Mr. Scott of Harden, already mentioned, 
that the dilapidation might be put a stop to, and the 
mischief repaired. This was readily promised, on 
condition that I should make a ballad, of which the 
scene should lie at Smailholm Tower, and among the 
crags where it is situated.^ The ballad was approved 
of, as well as its companion Glenfinlas and I re- 
member that they procured me many marks of atten- 
tion and kindness from Duke John of Roxburghe, who 
gave me the unlimited use of that celebrated collec- 
tion of volumes from which the Roxburghe Club de- 
r.ves its name. 

Thus I vv-as set up for a poet, like a pedlar who lias 
got two ballads to begin the world upon, and I has- 
tened to make the round of all my acquaintances, 
showing my precious wares, and requesting criticism 
— a boon which no author asks in vain. For it may 
be observed, that, in the fine arts, those who are in 
no respect able to produce any specimens them- 
selves, hold themselves not the less entitled to decide 
upon the works of others ; and, no doubt, with justice 
to a certain degree ; for the merits of composition pro- 
duced for the express purpose of pleasing the world 
at large, can only be judged of by the opinion of indi- 
viduals, and perhaps, as in the case of Moliere’s old 
woman, the less sophisticated the person consulted so 
much the better.^ But I was ignorant, at the time I 


1 This is of little consequence, except in as far as it contra- 
dicts a story whicli I have seen in print, averring that Mr. 
Scott of Harden was himself about to destroy this ancient 
buildina: ; than which nothing can be more inaccurute. 


speak of, that thougli the applause of the many may 
justly appreciate the general merits of a piece, it is 
not so safe to submit such a performance to the more 
minute criticism of the same individuals, when each, 
in turn, having seated himself in the censor’s chair, 
! has placed his mind in a critical attitude, and delivers 
, liis opinion sententiously and eo) m£Mra. General 
applause was in almost every case freely tendered, but 
, the abatements in the way of proposed alterations and 
' corrections, were cruelly puzzling. It was in vain 
' the young author, listening with becoming modesty, 
and with a natural wish to please, cut and carved, 
tinkered and coopered, upon his unfortunate ballads 
I — ^it was in vain that he placed, displaced, replaced, 
and misplaced ; every one of his advisers w^as dis- 
pleased with the concessions made to his co-assessors, 
and the author was blamed by some one, in almost 
every ease, for having made two holes in attempting 
to patch up one. 

At last, after thinking seriously on the subject, I 
WToto out a fair copy, (of Glenfinlas, I think,) and 
marked all the various corrections which had been 
proposed. On the whole, I found that I had been re- 
quired to alter every verse, almost every line, and the 
only stanzas of the whole ballad wiiieh escaped criti- 
cism w’ere two which could neither be termed good 
nor bad, spealdng of them as poetry, but were of f* 
mere commonplace character, absolutely necessary 
for conducting the business of the tale. This unexpect- 
ed result, after about a fortnight’s anxiety, led me to 
adopt a rule from wdiich I have seldom departed dur- 
ing more than thirty years of literary life. When a 
friend, wdiose judgment I respect, has decided, and 
upon good advisement told me, that a manuscript w’as 
worth nothing, or at least possessed no redeeming 
qualities sufficient to atone for its defects, I have ge- 
nerally cast it aside ; but I am little in the custom of 
paying attention to minute criticisms, or of offering 
such to any friend who may do me the honour to con- 
sult mo. I am convinced, that, in general, in remov- 
ing even errors of a trivial or venial kind, the charac- 
ter of originality is lost, which, upon the whole, may be 
that wliich is most valuable in the production. 

About the time that I shook hands with criticism, 
and reduced my ballads back to the original form, 
stripping them without remorse of those lendings” 
wiiich I had adopted at the suggestion of others, an 
opportunity unexpectedly offered of introducing to the 
world what had hitherto been confined to a circle of 
friends. Lewis had announced a collection, first in- 
tended to hear the title of Talcs of Terror,” and af- 
terwards published under that of « Talcs of Wonder.” 
As this was to be a collection of tales tuniing on the 
preternatural, there were risks in the plan of which 
the ingenious editor was not aware. The supernatu- 
ral, though appealing to certain powrcrftil emotions 

2 See the account of a conversation between Sir Walter 
Scott ar.d Sir Tliomas Lawrence, in “ Cunningiiam’s Lives oi 
British Painters, ” &c. vol. vi. p. 2;JG,— Ed 
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very widely and deeply sown amongst the human racO;, 
is, nevertheless, a spring which is peculiarly apt to lose 
its elasticity by being too much pressed on, and a col- 
lection of ghost stories is not more likely to be terri- 
ble, than a collection of jests to be merry or entertain- 
ing. But although the very title of the proposed work 
carried in it an obstruction to its effect, this was far 
from being suspected at the time, for the popularity 
of the editor, and of his compositions, ' seemed a war- 
rant for his success. The distinguished favour with 
which the Castle Spectre” was received upon the 
stage, seemed an additional pledge for the safety of 
his new attempt. I readily agreed to contribute the 
ballads of C-rlenfinlas” and of The Eve of Saint 
John,” with one or two others of less merit; and my 
friend Dr. Leyden became also a contributor. Mr. 
Soutliey, a tower of strength, added The Old Wo- 
man of Berkeley,^’ Lord William,” and several other 
interesting ballads of the same class, to the pi'oposed 
collection. 

In the meantime, my friend Lewis found it no easy 
matter to discipline his northern recruits. He was a 
martinet, if I may so term him, in the accuracy of | 
rhymes and of numbers ; 1 may add, he had a right 
to be so, for few persons have exhibited more mastery 
of rhyme, or greater command over the melody of 
verse. He was, therefore, rigid in exacting similar 
accuracy from others, and as I was quite unaccus- 
tomed to the mechanical part of poetry, and used 
rhymes which were merely permissible, as readily as 
those which were legitimate, contests often arose 
amongst us, which were exasperated by the pertina- 
city of my Mentor, who, as all wlio knew him can tes- 
tify, was no granter of propositions. As an instance 
of the obstinacy with which I had so lately adopted a 
tone of defiance to criticism, the reader will find in 
the Appendix^ a few siiecimens of the lectures which 
I underwent from my friend Lewis, and wliich did not 
at the time produce any effect on my inflexibility, 
though I did not forget them at a future period. 

The proposed publication of the Tales of Wonder” 
was, from one reason or another, postponed till the 
year 1801, a circumstance by which, of itself, the suc- 
cess of the work was considerably impeded; for pro- 
tracted expectation always leads to disappointment. 
But besides, there were circumstances of various kinds 
which contributed to its depreciation, some of ■which 
were imputable to the editor, or authoi*, and some to 
the bookseller. 

The former remained insensible of the passion for 
ballads and ballad-mongers having been for some time 
on the wane, and that with such alteration in the pub- 
lic taste, the chance of success in that line was di- 
minished. What had been at first received as simple 
and natural, wt., 3 no-u" sneered at as pueidle and extra- 
vagant. Another objection was, that my friend Lewis 
had a high but mistaken opinion of his own powers of 
humour. The truth was, that though he could throw 


1 See,Api)ciid..,s, Note D. 


some gaiety into his lighter pieces, after the manner 
of the French writers, his attempts at what is called 
pleasantry in English wholly w^anted the quality of 
humour, and were generally failures. But this he 
would not allow; and the Tales of Wonder” were 
filled, in a sense, with attempts at comedy, w'hich 
might be generally accounted abortive. 

Another objection, which might have been more 
easily foreseen, subjected the editor to a charge of 
which Mat Lewis was entirely incapable, — ^that of col- 
lusion with his publisher in an undue attack on the 
pockets of the public. The Tales of Wonder” formed 
a work in royal octavo, and were, by large printing, 
drwm otti, as it is technically termed, to two volumes, 
w'hich were sold at a high price. Purchasers mur- 
mured at finding that this size had been attained by 
the insertion of some of the best known pieces of the 
English language, such as Dryden’s Theodore and 
Honoria,” ParnelPs Hermit,” Lisle’s Porsenna 
King of Russia,” and many other popular poems of 
old date, and generally known, winch ought not in 
conscience to have made part of a set of tales, ‘‘^written 
and collected” by a modern author. His bookseller 
wns also accused in the jiublie prints, wii ether tnily 
or not I am uncertain, of having attempted to secure 
to himself the entire profits of the large sale which 
he expected, by refusing to his brethren the allow^- 
ances usually, if not in all cases, made to the retail 
trade. 

Lewis, one of the most liberal as wnll as benevolent 
of mankind, had not the least participation in these 
proceedings of his bibliopolist ; but his w'ork sunk 
under the obloquy wiiich was heaped on it by the 
offended parties. The boolc w'as termed Tales of 
Plunder,” w’as censured by reviewers, and attacked in 
newspapers and magazines. A very clever parody 
was made on the style and the person of the author, 
and the world laughed as willingly as if it had never 
applauded. 

Thus, owing to the failure of the vehicle I had cho- 
sen, my efforts to present myself before the public as 
an original w’riter jiroved as vain as those by which I 
had previously endeavoured to distinguish myself as a 
translator. Lilie Lord Home, however, at the battle 
of Flodden, I did so far W’^ell, that I was able to stand 
and save myself ; and amidst the general depreciation, 
of the Tales of Wonder,” my small share of the ob- 
noxious publication w^as dismissed without much cen- 
sure, and in some cases obtained praise from the critics. 

The consequence of my escape made me naturally 
more daring, and I attempted, in my own name, a 
collection of ballads of various Idnds, both ancient 
and modern, to be connected by the common tie of 
relation to the Border districts in wdiich I had gathered 
the materials. The original preface explains my pur- 
pose, and the assistance of various kinds which I mot 
with. The edition was curious, as being the first 
work printed by my friend and school-fellow, Mr., 
James Ballantyne, who, at that period, was, editor of 
a provincial new'spaper, called The Kelso Mail.” 
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Wlien the hook came out, in 1802, the imprint, 
Kelso, ATfis read with wonder by amateurs of typo- 
graphy, who had never heard of such a place, and 
w’ere astonished at the example of handsome printing 
which so obscure a town produced. 

As for the editorial part of the task, my attempt to 
imitate the plan and style of Bishop Percy, observing 
only more strict fidelity concerning my originals, was 
favourably received by the public, and there was a 
demand within a short space for a second edition, to 
which I proposed to add a third volume. Messrs, 
Cadell and Davies, the first publishers of the work, 
declined the publication of this second edition, which 
was undertaken, at a very liberal price, by the well- 


known firm of Messrs. Longman and Rees of Pater- 
noster Row. My progress in the literary career, in 
which I might now be considered as seriously en- 
gaged, the reader will find briefly traced in an Intro- 
duction prefixed to the “ Lay of the Last Minstrel.” 

In the meantime, the Editor has accomplished his 
proposed task of acquainting the reader with some 
particulars respecting the modern imitations of the 
Ancient Ballad, and the circumstances which gra- 
dually, and almost insensibly, engaged himself in 
that species of literary employment. 

W. S. 

Abbotsford, 

1830. 


APPENDIX 


Note A. ■ 

I'HB PRODUCTION OF Modern as Ancient Ballads. 

— P.,S57. 

This failure applies to tlte repairs and rifacinientos of old 
ballads, as well as to conaplcte imitations. In tlie beautiful 
and simple ballad of Gil Morris, some aifected person has 
stuck in one or two factitious verses, wMcli, like vulgar per- 
sons in a drawing-room, betray themselves by their over 
finery. Thus, after the simple and aiiecting verse which pre- 
pares the readers for the coining tragedy, 

Gil Morrice sat in good green wood, 

He whistled and he sang ; 

* 0, what mean a’ yon folk coming, 

My mother tarries lang ? ’ ’* 

some such “ vicious intromitter ” as we have described, (to use 
a barbarous phrase for a barbarous proceeding,) has inserted 
the follo^ving quintessence of affectation 

** His locks were like the threads of gold 
Drawn from Minerva’s loom ; 

His lips like roses drapping dew, 

His breath was a’ perfume. 

“ His brow was like the mountain snow. 

Gilt by the morning beam *, 

His cheeks like living roses blow, 

His een like azure stream. 

The boy was clad in robes of green, 

Sweet as the infant spring ; 

And, like the mavis on the bush, 

He gart the valleys ring.” 


Note B. 

M. G. Lewis.—P. 562. 

In justice to a departed friend, I have subjoined his own 
defence agaimst an accusation so remorselessly persisted in. 
I'he following is an extract of a letter to his father 

“ My dear Father, Feb. 23, 1708. 

“ Though certain that the clamour raised against ‘ The 
Monk’ cannot have given you the smallest doubt of the recti- 
tude of my intentions, or the purity of my principles, yet I 
am conscious that it must have grieved you to find any doubts 
on the subject existing in the minds of other people. To ex- 
press my sorrow for having given you pain is my motive for 
now addressing you, and also to assure you, that you shall not 
feel that pain a second time on my account. Having made 
you feel it at all, would be a sufficient reason, had I no others, 
to make me regret having published the first edition of ‘ The 


Monk ;* but I have others, weaker, indeed, than the one men- 
tioned, but still sufficiently strong. I perceive that I have put 
too much confidence in the accuracy of my own judgment ; 
that, convinced of my object being unexceptionable, 1 did not 
sufficiently examine whether the means by which I attained 
that object were equally so ; and that, upon many accounts, I 
have to accuse myself of high imprudence. Let me, however, 
observe, that twenty is not the age at which prudence is most 
to be expected. Inexperience prevented my distinguishing 
what would give offence ; but as soon as I found that ofi’ence 
was given, I made the only reparation in my power — I care- 
fully revised the work, and expunged every syllable on 
which could be grounded the slightest constniclion of im- 
morality. This, indeed, was no diflicult task ; for the objec- 
tions rested entirely on expressions too strong, and words 
carelessly chosen, not on the sentiments, characters, or gene- 
ral tendency of the work that the lailo' is undeserving cen- 
sure, Addison will vouch for me. The moral and outline of 
my story are taken from an allegory inserted by him in the 
* Guardian,’ and which he commends highly for ability of in- 
vention, and ^ proprkPj oi dlpscV Unluckily, in working it 
up, I thought that the stronger my colours^ the more cfiect 
would my picture produce; and it never struck me, that the 
exhibition of vice iu her temporary trmmph, might possibly 
do as much harm, as her final expmsure and pun ishnient could 
do good. To do ?rt/«c/igood, indeed, wasmoro than I expected 
of my book ; having always believed that our conduct depends 
on our own hearts and characters, not on the books we read, 
or the sentiments we hear. But though I did not hope much 
benefit to arise from the perusal of a trilling romance, written 
by a youth of twenty, I was in my own mind convinced, that 
no harm could be produced by a work whose subject was fur- 
nished by one of our best moralists, and in the composition of 
which, I did not introduce a single incident, or a single cha- 
racter, without meaning to illustrate some maxim universally 
allowed. It was then with infinite surprise, that I heard the 
outcry raised against the” * >}< * >k 

[I regret that the letter, though once perfect, now only ex- 
ists in my possession as a fragment.") 


Among the popular Ballads, or Volkslieder, of the celebra- 
ted Herder, is (take one instance out of many) a version of 
the old Scottish song of Sir Patrick Spence,” in which, but 
for difference of orthography, the two languages can be scarce- 
ly distinguished from each other. For example— 


The King sits in Dunfermling town, 
Drinking the blood-red wine ; 

‘ Where will I get a good skipper 
To sail this ship of mine ? ’ ’ 


Note C. 

German Ballads.— P. 565. 
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Dcr Kcenig sitzt in Bnmfermling ScMoss: 

Er trinkt blutrdthen Wcin; 

* 0 ■wo triff icli einen Segler gut 
Dies Schiff zu seglen mein ? ’ ” 

In like manner, the opening stanza of “ Child Waters,” and 
many other Scottish ballads, fall as naturally and easily 
into the German habits and forms of speech, as if they had 
originally been composed in that language : 

** About Yule, when the -wind was cule, 

And the round tables began, 

0 there is come to our king’s court 
Mon-j weei favour’d man/ 

In Christmessfest, in winter kalt, 

Als Tafel rund began. 

Da kam zu KiJnig’s Hoft and Hall 
Manch wackrer Ritter an/’ 

It requires only a smattering of both languages, to see at 
what cheap expense, even of vocables and rhymes, the popu- 
lar poetry of the one may be transferred to the other. Hardly 
any thing is more flattering to a Scottish student of German ; 
it resembles the unexpected discovery of an, old friend in a 
foreign land. 


•■■■Noted.' 

EXTRACTS PROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OP M, G. 

LEWIS.— P. 567 . 

My attention -was called to this subject, ■which is now of an 
old date, by reading the following passage in Medwiu's “ Ac- 
count of Some Passages in Lord Byron’s later Years.” Lord 
Byron is supposed to speak. “When Walter Scott began to 
write poetry, which was not at a very early age, Monk Lewis 
corrected his verse : he understood little then of the mechani- 
cal part of the art. The Fire King, in the ‘ Minstrelsy of the 
Scottish Border,’ was almost all Lewis’s. One of the ballads 
in that work, and, except some of Leyden’s, perhaps one of 
the best, was made from a story picked up in a stage-coach; 
I mean, that of ‘Will Jones.’ 

‘ They boil’d Will Jones within the pot, 

And not much fat had Will.’ 

“ 1 hope Walter Scott did not write the review on ‘Christa- 
bel ; ’ for he certainly, in common with many of us, is indebted 
to Coleridge. But for him, perhaps, * The Lay of the Last 
Minstrel’ would never have been thought of. The line, 

‘Jesu Maria shield thee well! ’ 

Is word for word from Coleridge.” 

There are some parts of this passage extremely mistaken 
and exaggerated, as generally attends any attempt to record 
what passes in casual conversation, which resembles, in diffi- 
culty, the experiments of the old chemists for fixing quick- 
silver. 

The following is a specimen of my poor friend Lewis’s criti- 
cism on my juvenile attempts at ballad poetry; severe enough, 
perhaps, but for which I was much indebted to him, as forc- 
ing upon the notice of a young and careless author bints which 
the said author’s vanity made him unwilling to attend to, but 
which Tivere absolutely necessary to any hope of his ultimate 
••success. ■ 

Supposed 1799. 

“ Thank you for your revised ‘ Glenfinlas.’ I gniinble, but 
say no more on subject, although I hope you will not be 
so inflexible on that of your other Ballads ; for I do not des- 


pair of convincing you in time, thatabflt^ rlij-rae Is, in fact 
' no rhyme at all. Yon desired me to point out my objections, 
leaving you at liberty to make ttse of them or not ; and so 
have at ‘ Frederic and Alice.* Stanza Ist, ‘kies* and ‘joys 
are not rhymes ; the 1st stanza ends with ‘Joysj* the 2d be- 
gins with ‘Joying.’ In the 4th, there is too sudden a change 
of tenses, ‘Jlows’ and ‘rose.’ 6th, 7th, and 0th, X like much. 
9th, Does not ‘ring his cevrs ’ sound ludicrous in yours ? The 
first idea that presents itself is, that his ears were pulled ; but 
even the ringing (if the ears does not please. 12th, ‘ Shower 
and * roar,* not rhymes. ‘ Soil ’ and ‘ aisle’ in the 13th, are 
not much better; but ‘head’ and ‘descried’ are execrable. 
In the I4th, ‘har* and ‘stair’ are ditto; and ‘gropwg’ is a 
nasty word. Vide Johnson, ‘ He gropes Ms breeches with a 
monarch’s air.* In the 15th, you change your metre, which 
has always an unpleasant effect; and ‘safe’ and ‘receive* 
rhyme just about as well as Scott and Lewis would. ICth, 
‘within* and ‘strain’ are not rhymes. 17th, ‘hear’ and 
‘air* not rhymes. 10th, Two metres arc mixed; the same 
objection to the third line of the 19th, Observe that, in the 
Ballad, I do not always object to a variation of metro ; but 
then it ought to increase the melody, whereas, in my oinnion, 
in these instances it is diminished. 

“ TiiE Chare.— -12111, The 2d line roads veiy harshly ; and 
‘ choir ’ and ‘ lore ’ arc not rhymes. 13th, ‘ Rides ’ and ‘ side ’ 
are not rhymes. 30th, ‘ Pour’ and ‘obscure,* not rhymes. 
40th, * Spreads ’ and ‘ invades ’ are not rhymes. 46th, ‘ Ronds' 
and ‘ ascend * are not rhymes. 

“William and Helen.— I n order that I may bring it 
nearer the original title, pray introduce, in the first stanza, 
the name of ElleMora, instead of Ellen. ‘ Crusade* and 
‘ sped,* not rhymes in the 2d. 3d, * Made * and ‘ shed ’ are not 
rhymes ; and if they were, come too close to the rhymes in the 
2d. In the 4th, * Joy ’ and ‘ victory ’ are not rhymes. 7th, 
The first line wants a verb, otherwise is not intelligible. 1 3th, 
‘ Grace * and ‘ bliss ’ are not rhymes. 14th, ‘ Bale * and * hell * 
are not rhymes. 18th, ‘ Vain* and ‘fruitless’ is tautology t 
and as a verb is wanted, the line will run better thus, ‘ And 
vain is every prayer.’ 19th, Is not ‘ to h&i*’ absolutely neces- 
sary in the 4th line ? 20th, ‘ Grace ’ and ‘ bliss,’ not rhymes. 
21st, ‘ Bale’ and ‘ hell,’ not rhymes. 22d, I do not like the 
word ‘ sperd.’ 23d, ‘ G’tv’ and ‘ star ’ are vile rhymes. 2(ith, 
A verb is -wanted in the 4th line ; better thus, ‘ Then whispers 
thus a voice.’ 28th, Is not ‘ Is’t thou, my love ? ’ better than 
‘ My love ! my love ! ’ 31st, If ‘ wight ’ means, as I conjecture, 
‘enchanted,’ does not this let the cat out of the bag ? Ought 
not the spur to be sharp rather than bright 9 In the 4th line, 
‘ Stay’ and ‘ day’ jingle together : would it not be better, * I 
must be gone e’er day ? ’ 32d, ‘ Steed, ’ and ‘ bed ’ are not 
rhymes. 34th, ‘Bride’ and ‘bed,’ not rhymes. 3.5th, ‘Seat* 
and ‘ await,’ not rhymes. 39th, ‘ Keep hold ’ and ‘ sit fast ’ 
seem to my ear vulgar and prosaic. 40th, The 4th line is de- 
fective in point of English, and, indeed, I do not quite under- 
stand the meaning. 43d, ‘Arose’ and ‘pitrsues* are not 
rhymes. 4.5th, I am not pleased with the epithet ‘ savage f 
and the latter part of the stanza is, to me, unintelligible. 
49th, Is it not closer to the original in line 3d to say, ‘ Swift 
ride the dead?’ 50th, Does the rain ‘whistle?’ 55th, line 
3d, Does it express, ‘ Is Helen afraid of them ? * 59th, ‘ Boor ’ 
and ‘ Jlotm'* do not rhyme together. GOth ‘Scared’ and 
‘ heard' are not rhymes. 63d, ‘Bone’ and ‘skeleton* not 
rhymes. 64th, The last line sounds ludicrous; one fancies 
the heroine coming down with a plump, and sprawling upon 
her bottom. I have now finished mj severe examination, and 
pomtea out every objection which I think can be suggested.” 

6ih January, 1799. 

“ Wellwvn,— 99. 

“ Dear Scott, 

“ Your last Ballad reached me just as I was stepping into 
my chaise to go to Brocket Hall, (Lord Melbourne’s,) so I 
took it with me, and exhibited both that and Glenfinlas with 
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sitting at my side while T wrote it ; nor did my occupation 
prevent the circulation of the bottle. 

Leyden wrote a Ballad for the Clond King, which is men- 
tioned in the ensuing extract. But it did not answer Mat’s 
ideasj either in the colour of the wings, or some point of cos- 
tame equally important ; so Lewis, who was otherwise fond 
of the Ballad, converted it into the Elfin King, and wrote 
a Cloud King himself, to finish the hierarchy in the way 
desired. 

There is a leading mistake in the passage from Captain 
Hedwin. The Minstrelsy of the Border ” is spoken of, but 
what is meant is the “ Tales of 'Wonder.” The former work 
contains none of the Ballads mentioned by Mr. Medwin— the 
latter has them all. Indeed, the dynasty of Elemental 
Kings were written entirely for Mr Lewis’s publication. 

My intimate friend, William Clerk, Esq. was the person 
who heard the legend of Bill Jones told in a mail-coach by a 
sea captain, who imagined himself to have seen the ghost to 
which it relates. The tale was versified by Lewis him.self. 
I forget where it was published, hut certainly in no miscellany 
or publication of mine. 

I have only to add, in allusion to the passage I have quoted, 
that I never W’rote a word parodying either Mr. Coleridge or 
any one else, which, in that distinguished instance, it would 
have been most ungracious in me to have done; for which the 
reader will see reasons in the Introduction to “ The Lay of 
the Last Minstrel.” 

London, 3fi! Fehniaryj ISOO- 

“ Dear Scott, 

“ I return you many thanks for your Ballad, and the Ex- 
tract, and I shall be very much obliged to your friend for the 
‘ Cloud King.* I must, however, make one criticism upon 
the Stanzas which you sent me. The S])irit, being a wicked 
one, must not have such delicate wings as pale blue ones. He 
has nothing to do with Heaven except to deface it wdth 
storms ; and therefore, in ‘ The Monk,’ I liave fitted him with 
a pair of sable pinions, to which I must request your friend to 
adapt his Stanza. With the others I am much pleased, as I 
am with your Fire King ; but every body makes the same 
objection to it, and expresses a wish that you bad conformed 
your Spirit to the description given of him in ‘ The Monk, 
where his office is to play tlie Will o’ the Wisp, and lead 
travellers into hogs, &c. It is also objected to, his being re- 
moved from his native land, Denmark, to Palestine ; and that 
the oflSce assigned to him in your Ballad has nothing pecu- 
liar to the * Eire King,’ but would have suited Arimanes, 
Beelzebub, or any other evil spirit, as well. However, the 
Ballad itself I think very pretty. I suppose you have heard 
from Bell respecting the copies of the Ballads. I was too 
much distressed at the time to write myself,” &c. &c. 

‘*M. a.L ** ■ 


great success. I must not, however, conceal from you, that 
nobody understood the Lady Flora of Glengyle to be a dis- 
guised demon till the catastrophe arrived ; and that the opi- 
nion was universal, that some previous stanzas ought to be in- 
troduced descrii)tive of the nature and office of the wayward 
Ladies of the Wood. William Lam be, » too, (who writes good 
verses himself, and, therefore, may be allowed to judge those 
of other people,) was decidedly for the omission of the last 
stanza but one. These were the only objections started. I 
thought it as well that you should know them, whether you 
attend to them or not. With regard to St. JoluCs Eve, I lilce 
it much, and, instead of finding fault with its broken metre, 
X approve of it highly. I think, in this last Ballad, you have 
hit off the ancient manner better than in your former ones. 
Glenfinlas, for example, is more like a polished tale, than an 
old Ballad. But why, in verse 6th, is the Baron’s helmet 
hacked and hewed, if (as we are given to understand) he had 
assassinated his enemy? Ought not tore to be tornf Tore 
seems to me not English. In verse 16th, the last line is word 
for word from Gil Morrke. 21st, ‘ Floor ' and ‘ hower * are not 
rhymes,” &c. Arc. &c. ' 

The gentleman noticed in the following letter, as partaker 
in the author’s heresies respecting rhyme, had the less occasion 
to justify such license, as his own have been singularly accu- 
rate. Mr. Smythe is now Professor of Modern History at 
Cambridge. 


“ London, Jammr?/ 24, 1799. 

** I must not omit telling you, for your owui comfort, and 
that of all such persons as are ivickcd enough to make bad 
rhymes, that Mr. Smythe (a very clever man at Cambridge) 
took great pains the other day to convince me, not merely that 
a bad rhyme might pass, but that occasionally a bad rhyme 
was better than a good one ! ! I ! ! 1 I need not tell you that he 
left me as great au infidel on this subject as he found me. 

“Ever yours, 

“ M. G. Lewis.” 


The next letter respects the Ballad called the Fire King,” 
stated by Captain Medwin to be almost all Lewis’s. This is 
an entire misconception. Lewis, who was very fond of his 
idea of four elementary kings, had prevailed on me to supply a 
Fire King. After being repeatedly urged to the task, I sat 
down one day after dinner, and wrote the “ Fire King,” as it 
was published in the Tales of Wonder.” The next extract 
gives an account of the manner in which Lewis received it, 
which was not very favourable ; but instead of writing the 
greater part, he did not write a single word of it. Dr. Leyden, 
now no more, and another gentleman who still survives, were 


1 Now Lord Melbourne.— -E d. 
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Jmttations! cf ti)t aintifnt BaHaii 


E50niafi t^e 3a.I)gmer. known and distinguished by tho epithet, which Iin 

IN THKEE PARTS. acquired by bis personal accomplishments. I 

must, however, remark, that, down to a very late pe- 

riod, the practice of distinguishing the parties, even 

?AarpiRST.~-ANcrENr. in formal writings, by the epithets which had been 

bestowed on them from personal circumstances, in- 
personages are so renowned in sirnames of their families, wa 

of Ereildoune, known by the appellation of and indeed necessary, among the Bordei 

Uniting or suppoL! toTrlte "“‘““‘I’ 

he powo« of poetical L^sitioranL“™ 7"“'' introduced in Scotland, 

his memory, even afteftte SnsroffivI *t r i% 

years, is regarded with veneration bv hi. “consistent in supposing our poet’s 

■en. To give any thi^ L a“ iSto^ n-e t„ J^ve been actually Leannout, althouk in 

jreed on all hands, that the residence and theThhtfenrt T® t ’ 

■•e its j^ction wll the lied ae’ruts STf'v n 

snt tower are still pointed out as the Ehvm ohart '^1 a ^ ^ consistent with tho 

. Uie uniform traditirb “htt toTr' We f T,^ “ 1®9, for 

Lermont, or Learmon^ ^?tte tt “ ‘i“ convent of the 

If the m Rhynier was conferred on him fn inWt ‘e“e“ent which he iiossessod by 

ee of his poe4al compo“ T W ” wStfoi ^ 

■ertheless, some doubt upon the subieot In Prom tb' could pretend thereto. 

which is subjoined at len.dh^ 1 “r "" T “f ’ Rhymer was now 

esigned himself « Thomas of Eroildoun, son property Sffl h l“” disposing of the family 

^ Thomas’s propJieeie, 

- The lines alluded to arc these ^rceldoun, shall truly be. 
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1 3065 when Bmee slew the Eed Cummin, the sanc- 
tity, and (let me add to Mr. Pinkerton’s words) the 
uncertainty of antiquity, must have already involved 
his character and wTitings. In a charter of Peter 
de Haga de Bemersyde, which unfortunately wants a 
date, the Ehymer, a near neighbour, and, if we may I 
trust tradition, a friend of the family, appears as a I 
witness . — Chartulary of Melrose. \ 

It cannot be doubted, that Thomas of Ercildoune ' 
was a remarkable and important person in his own 
time, since, very shortly after his death, we find him 
celebrated as a prophet and as a poet. Whether he ^ 
himself made any pretensions to the first of these cha- 
racters, orwdiether itw^as gratuitously conferred upon 
him by the credulity of posterity, it seems difficult to ^ 
decide. If we may believe Mackenzie, Learmont only 
versified the prophecies delivered by Eliza, an inspired 
nun of a convent at Haddington. But of this there 
seems not to be the most distant proof. On the con- 
trary, all ancient authors, who quote the Rhymer’s 
prophecies, uniformly suppose them to have been 
emitted by himself. Thus, in Winton’s Chronicle — 

** Of this fyclit quilum spak Thomas 
Of Ersyldoune, that sayd in derne, 

There suld meit stalwartly, starke and Sterne. 

He sayd it in his prophecy ; 

But how he wist it was 

Book viii. chap. 32. 

There could have been no ferly (marvel) in Win- 
ton’s eyes at least, how Thomas came by liis know- 
ledge of future events, had he ever heard of the in- 
spired nnn of H addington, which, it cannot be doubt- 
ed, would have been a solution of the mystery, much 
to the taste of the Prior of Lochleven.^ 

Whatever doubts, however, the learned might have, 
as to the source of the Rhymer’s prophetic skill, the 
vulgar had no hesitation to ascribe the whole to the 
intercourse between the bard and the Queen of Faery. 
The popular tale bears, that Thomas was carried off, 
at an early age, to the Fairy Land, where he acquired 
all the knowledge, which made him afterwards so 
famous. After seven years’ residence, he was per- 
mitted to return to the earth, to enlighten and astonish 
his countrymen by his prophetic powers ; still, how- 
ever, remaining bound to return to his royal mistress, 
when she should intimate her pleasure.^ Accordingly, 
while Thomas was making merry with liis friends in the 
Tower of Ercildoune, a person came running in, and 
told, with marks of fear and astonishment, that a hart 
and hind had left the neighbouring forest, and were, 

1 Hcmry the Minstrel, who introduces Thomas into the his- 
tory of Wallafce, expresses the same doubt as to the source of 
his prophetic kno^dedge - 

Thomas Bhymer into the fade was than 
With the minister, which was a worthy man. 

H e used oft to that religious place ; 

The people deemed of wit he meikle can, 

And so he told, tliough that they bles.s or ban, 

In rule of war wlietiier they tint or wan : 

Which happened sooth in many divers ca.se ; 


composedly and slowly, parading the street of the 
village.® The prophet instantly arose, left his habita- 
tion, and followed the wonderful animals to the forest;, 
whence he was never seen to return. According to 
the popular belief, he still drees his weird” in Fairy 
Land, and is one day expected to revisit earth. In the 
meanwhile, his memory is held in the most profound 
respect. The Eildon Tree, from beneath the shade of 
which he delivered his prophecies, now no longer 
exists ; but the spot is marked by a large stone, called 
Eildon Tree Stone. A neighbouring rivulet takes the 
name of the Bogle Bum (Goblin Brook) from the 
Rhymer’s supernatural visitants. The veneration paid 
to his dwelling-place even attached itself in some de- 
gree to a person, who, within the memory of man, 
chose to set up his residence in the ruins of Lear- 
mont’s tower. The name of this man wns Murray, a 
kind of herbalist ; who, by dint of some knowledge 
in simples, the possession of a musical clock, an elec- 
trical machine, and a stuffed alligator, added to a 
supposed communication with Thomas the Rhymer, 
Kved for many years in very good credit as a wizard. 

It seemed to the Editor unpardonable to dismiss a 
person so important in Border tradition as the Rhymer, 
without some farther notice than a simple commentaiT" 
upon the following ballad. It is given from a copy, 
obtained from a lady residing not far from Ercildoune, 
corrected and enlarged by one in Mrs. Brown’s IMSS. 
The former copy, however, as might be expected, is 
far more minute as to local description. To this old 
tale the Editor has ventured to add a Second Part, 
consisting of a kind of cento, from the printed prophe- 
cies vulgarly ascribed to the Rhymer ; and a Third 
Part, entirely modern, founded upon the tradition of 
his having returned with the hart and hind, to the 
Land of Faery. To make his peace with the more 
severe antiquaries, the Editor has prefixed to the 
Second Part some remarks on Learmont’s prophecies. 


THOMAS TPIE RHYMER. 


PART FIRST. 


ANCIENT. 

True Thomas lay on Huntlie bank f 
A ferlie he spied wi’ his ee ; 

And there he saw a ladye bright, 

Come riding down by the Eildon Tree 

I cannot say by wrong or righteousness. 

It may be deemed by division of grace,” (fee. 

Hislorf/ of frallacCj Book 1 :. 

2 See the Dissertation on Fairies, prefixed to Tamiane^ 
Border Mi7Utrelsi/, vol. ii. 25i. 

3 There is a singular resemblance betwixt this tradition, 
and an incident occurring in the life of Merlin Caledoulus. 
which the reader will find a few pages onwards. 

* Hnntly Bank, and the adjoining ravine, called, from ini- 
memorial tradition, ffie, Rytner^s Olen^ were ultimately included 
in the domain of Abbotsford. The scenery of this glen fonna 
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H^'r siurt was the grasB-grticn silk, 

Her mantle o’ tlie velvet fyne ; 

At ilka tett of her horse s inane, 

Hung fifty siller bells and nine. 

True Thomas, he pull’d aff his cap, 

And touted low down to his knee, 

All hail, thou mighty Queen of Heaven I 
For thy peer on earth I never did see.”^ 

‘‘ 0 no, O no, Thomas,” she said, 

That name does not belang to me ; 

1 am but the Queen of fair Klfland, 

That am hither come to visit thee. 

Harp and carp, Thomas,” she said ; 

Harp and carp along wF me ; 

And if ye dare to kiss niy lips, 

Sure of your bodie I will be.” — 

Betide mo weal, betide mo woe, 

That weird shall never dauiiton me.” — ^ 

Syne he has kiss’d her rosy lips, 

All underneath the Eildon Tree. 


“ Now, ye maun go wi’ mo,” she said ; 

« True Thomas, ye maun go wi’ me ; 

And ye maun serve me seven years, 

Thro’ weal or woe as may chance to bo.” 

She mounted on her milk-white steed ; 

She’s ta’eii true Thomas up behind: 

And aye, whene’er her bridle rung, 

The steed Hew swifter than the wind. 


0 they rade on, and farther on ; 

Tho steed gued swifter than the wind ; 
Until tliey reach’d a desert wide, 

And living land was left behind. 


Light down, light down, now, true Thomas, 
And lean your head upon iny knee; 

Abide and rest a little space. 

And I will shew you Ibriies three. 

0 see ye not yon narrow road. 

So thick beset with thorns and briers? 

That is the path of righteousness. 

Though after it but few enquires. 

“ And see ye not that braid braid road. 

That lies across tljat lily leven ? 

That is the path of wickedness, 

Ihougb Some call it the road to heaven. 


the background of Edwin Landseer’s portrait of Sir Walter 
Scott, painted in 1833 . --Ed. 

i Thai wdrd, -Tlmt destiny shall never frighten me. 
Tbs traditional commentary upon this ballad informs us, 


And see not ye that bonny road, 

That winds about the fernie brao ? 

That is the road to fair Elfland, 

Where thou and I this night maun gae. 

But, Thomas, ye maun hold your tongue, 

Whatever ye may hear or see ; 

For, if ye speak word in Elflyn land, 

Yell ne’er get back to your ain countrie.” 

0 they rade on, and farther on, 

And they waded through rivers aboon the knee, 
And they saw neither sun nor moon, 

But they heard the roaring of the sea. 

It was mirk mirk night, and there wasnae stern light, 
And they waded through red bludo to the knee ] 
For a’ the biude that’s shed on earth 
Rins through the springs o’ that counti'ie. 

Syne they came on to a garden green, 

And she pu’d an apple frae a tree—® 

Take this for thy wages, true Thomas; 

It will give thee the tongue that can never He.”-— 

My tongue is m^e ain,” true Thomas said; 

‘‘ A gudely gift ye wad gie to me ! 

1 neither dought to buy nor sell, 

At lair or tryst where I may be. 

I dought neither speak to prince or peer, 

Nor ask of grace from fair ladye.” — 

Now hold thy peace !” the lady said, 

For as I say, so must it be.” — 

He has gotten a coat of the even cloth, 

And a pair of shoes of velvet green ; 

And till seven years were gaiie and past, 

True Thomas on earth was never seen.® 




PART SECOND. 


ALTERED I-IiOM ANCIENT PROPHECIES. . 

The prophecies, aseiibed to Thomas of Ercildomie. 
have been the principal means of securing to him re- 
membrance “ amongst the sons of his people.” The 


that the apple was the produce of the fatal Tree of Know- 
ledge, and that the garden was the teiTostrial paradise. The 
repagnauco of Thotnus to be debarred tlie use of falsehcgd, 
when he might find it couveniout, has a comic cflect. 

3 See Appendix, Note B. 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO MINSTRELSY. 


575 


n 


I 


t 


author of Sir Tristrem would long ago have Joined, in 
the vale of oblivion, Clerk of Tranent, who wrote 
the adventure of Schir Gawain^^ if, by good hap, the 
same current of ideas respecting antiquity, which 
causes Viigil to be regarded as a magician by the 
J^zaroni of Naples, had not exalted the bard of Ercil- 
doiine to the prophetic character. Perhaps, indeed, 
he liimself affected it during his life. We know, at 
least, for certain, that a belief in his supernatural 
knowledge was current soon after his death. His 
prophecies arc alluded to by Barbour, by Winton, 
and by Henry the Minstrel, or Blifid Hamj^ as he is 
usually termed. None of these authors, however, 
give the words of any of the Rhymer’s vaticinations, 
but merely narrate, historically, his having predicted 
the events of which they speak. The earliest of the 
prophecies ascribed to him, which is now extant, is 
quoted by Mr. Pinkerton from a MS, It is supposed 
to be a response from Thomas of Ercildoune to a 
question from the heroic Countess of March, re- 
nowned for the defence of the Castle of Dunbar 
against the English, and termed, in the familiar dia- 
lect of her time, Black Agnes of Dunbar. This pro- 
phecy is remarkable, in so far as it bears veiy little 
resemblance to any verses published in the printed 
copy of the Rhymer’s supposed prophecies. The 
verses are as follows : — 

La Cminleue de JDonbar demande a Thomas dc Esscdoime 
quant la guerre d’Escocc prendrelt fgn. E yl Va re- 
;gomidy ei dpt. 

When man is mad a kyng of a capped man ; 

When man is levere other mones thyng than his owen ; 

When londe thouys forest, ant forest is felde ; 

When hares kendlos o’ the lier’stane ; 

When Wyt and Wille werres togcdcre ; 

When mon makes stables of kyrkes, and stdes castels with 
stye ; 

When Bokesboronghe nys no burgh ant market is at Forwy- 
.'leye;' . ' 

When Eambourne is donged with dede men ; 

When men ledos men in ropes to buyen and to sellen ; 

When a quarter of whaty whete is chamiged for a colt of ten 
markes ; 

Wlien prude (pride) i>rikes and pees is leyd in prisoun ; 

When a Scot no me hyin hude ase hare in forme that the 
English lie shall hym fynde ; 

When ryclit ant wrouge astente the togedere ; 

When laddes weddeth lovedies ; 

When Scottes fien so faste, that, for fauto of shep, hy drowu- 
otii hemselve ; 

When shal this be ? 

Nouthcr in thine tyme no in mine ; 

Ah comon ant gone 

Withinne twenty winter ant one.” 

PixivKuton’s Poems, from Maitland’s 31 SS. quoting 
from Bari. LPo. 223'.), F. 127. 

As I have never seen the MS. from which Mr. Pin- 
kerton makes this extract, and as the date of it is 
fixed by him (certainly one of the most able antiqua- 
ries of our age) to the reign of Edward I. or II., it is 
with great diffidence that I hazard a contrary opinion. 
There can, however, I believe, be little doubt, that 
these proxihctic verses are a forgery, and not the pro- 


duction of our Thomas the Rhymer. But I am in- 
clined to believe them of a later date than the reign 
of Edward I. or II. 

The gallant defence of the castle of Dunbar, by 
Black Agnes, took place in the year 1337. The 
Rhymer died previous to the year 1290 (see the char- 
ter, by his son, in the Appendix.) It seems, there- 
fore, very improbable, that the Countess of Dunbar 
could ever have an opportunity of consulting Thomas 
the Rhymer, since that would infer that she was 
married, or at least engaged in state matters, pre- 
vious to 1299 ; whereas she is described as a young, or 
a middle-aged woman, at the period of her being be- 
sieged in the fortress, which she so well defended. 
If the editor might indulge a conjecture, he would 
suppose, that the prophecy was contrived for the en- 
couragement of the English invaders, during the Scot- 
tish wars ; and that the names of the Countess of 
Dunbar, and of Thomas of Ercildoune, were used for 
the greater credit of the forgery. According to this hy - 
pothesis, it seems likely to have been composed after 
the siege of Dunbar, which had made the name of the 
Countess well known, and consequently in the reign 
of Edward III. The whole tendency of the prophecy 
is to aver, that there shall be no end of the Scottish 
war (concerning which the question was proposed,) 
till a final conquest of the country by England, at- 
tended by all the usual severities of war. When the 
cultivated country shall become forest,” says the pro- 
phecy ; — when the wild animals shall inhabit the 
abode of men when Scots shall not be able to escape 
the English, should they crouch as hares in their form” 

< — all these denunciations seem to refer to the time of 
Edward III., upon whose victories the prediction was 
probably founded. The mention of the exchange be- 
twixt a colt worth ten marks, and a quarter of whaty 
[indifferent] wheat,” seems to allude to the dreadful 
famine, about the year 1338. The independence of 
Scotland was, however, as impregnable, to the mines 
of superstition, as to the steel of our more powerful 
and more wealthy neighbours. The war of Scotland 
is, thank God, at an end ; but it is ended without her 
people having either crouched like hares in tlieir fomi, 
or being drowned in their flight, for faute of ships,” 
—thank God for that too. — The prophecy, quoted 
in the preceding page, is probably of the same date, 
and intended for the same purpose. 

A minute search of the records of the time would, 
probably, throw additional light upon the allusions 
contained in these ancient legends. Among various 
rhymes of jirophetic import, -which are at this day 
current amongst the people of Teviotdale, is one, sup- 
posed to be pronounced by Thomas the Rhymer, pre- 
saging the destruction of his habitation and family : 

** The hare sail kittle [litter] on my hearth stane, 

And there will never he a Laird Learmont again.” 

The first of these lines is obviously borrowed from that 
in the MS. of the Hark Library.— When hares ken- 
dles o’ the heristane”— an emphatic image of desula- 
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tion. It is also inaccurately quoted m the prophecy i 
of Waldhave, x>tiblishGd by Andro Hart, 1613 : 

” This is a true talMng that Thomas of tolls, 

The hare shall liirplc on the hard [hearth] stane.’" 

Spottiswoode, an honest, but credulous historian, 
seems to have been a firm believer in the authenticity 
of the prophetic wares, vended in the name of Thomas 
of Ercildoune. The prophecies, yet extant in Scot- 
tish rhymes, whereupon he was commonly called 
Thomas the Rhymer ^ may justly be admired ; having 
foretold, so many ages before the union of England 
and Scotland in the ninth degree of the Bruce's 
blood, with the succession of Bruce himself to the 
crown, being yet a child, and other divers particulars, 
which the event hath ratified and made good. Boe- 
thius, in his story, relateth bis prediction of King 
Alexander’s death, and that he did foretel the same 
to the Earl of IMarcli, the day before it fell out ; say- 
ing, ^ That before tlie nc.xt day at noon, such a tem- 
pest should blow, as Scotland had not felt for many 
years before.’ The ncx t morning, the day being clear, 
and no change appearing in the air, the nobleman did 
challenge Thomas of his saying, calling him an impos- 
tor, He replied, that noon was not yet passed. About 
which time a post came to advertise the earl of the ! 
hing his sudden death. * Then,’ said Thomas, ^ this 
is the tempest I foretold ; and so it shall prove to Scot- 
land,’ Whence, or how, he had this knowledge, can 
hardly be affirmed ; but sure it is, that he did divine 
and answer truly of many things to come.” — Spoi- 
TiswooDE, p. 47. Besides that notable voucher, Mas- 
ter Hector Boece, the good archbishop might, had 
he been, so minded, have referred to Fordun for the 
prophecy of ICing AlexandeV’s death. That historian 
calls our hard ruralis ille vates?^ — PoRDUN, lib. x. 
cap. 40. 

What Spottiswoode calls the prophecies extant 
in. Scottish rhyme,” are the metrical productions 
ascribed to the seer of Ercildoune, which, with many 
other compositions of the same nature, bearing the 
names of Bede, Merlin, Gil das, and other approved 
soothsayers, are contained in one small volume, pub- 
lished by Andro Hart, at Edinburgh, 1615. Nisbet 
the herald (who claims the prophet of Ercildoune as 
a brother-professor of his art, founding upon the va- 
rious allegorical and emblematical allusions to heral- 
dry) intimates the existence of some earlier copy of 
his prophecies than that of Andro Hart, which, how- 
ever, he does not pretend to have seen.^ The late ex- 
cellent Lord Hailes made these compositions the sub- 
ject of a dissertation, published in his Memarhs on the\ 
Hktory of Scotland. His attention is chiefly directed 
to the celebrated x>rophecy of our bard, mentioned by 
Bishop Spottiswoode, bearing that the crowns of Eng- 
land and Scotland should he united in the pei‘son of 
a King, son of a French Queen, and related to the 
Bruce in the ninth degree. Lord Hailes plainly 
jn'oves, that this prophecy is perverted from its origi- 


nal purpose, in order to apply it to the succession of 
James VI. The groundwork of the forgery is to be 
found in the prophecies of Bcrlington, contained in 
tho same collection, and runs thus : 

“ Of Bruce’s left side shall spring out a leafe. 

As ncere as the ninth degree ; 

And shall bo fleemed of Mrc Scotland, 

In France farre beyond the sea. 

And then shall come again ryding, 

With eyes that many men may see. 

At Aberladie he shall light. 

With hempen hcltcres and horse of tre. 

However it happen for to fall, 

The lyon shall bo lord of ail ; 

The French Quen shall bearre tlicsonne. 

Shall rule all Britainno to the sea ; 

Ajie from the Bruce’s blood slial come also> 

As ncer as the ninth degree. 

Yctshal there come a keeiic knight over the salt sea, 

A kecne man of courage and hold man of armes ; 

A duke's sou clowlilcd [/. e, dubbed], a born man in France, 
That aliall our mirths augment, and mend all our harmes ; 
After the date of our Lord 151.3, and thrice three thereafter 
Which shall brooke all the broad isle to himself, 

Between thirteen and thrice three the threip shall be ended 
The Saxons shall never recover after.” 

There canuot be any doubt that this proidiecy was 
intended to excite the confidence of the Scottish na- 
tion in the Duke of Albany, regent of Scotland, who 
arrived from Prance in 1515, two years after the death 
of James IV. in the fatal field of B'lodden. The Re- 
gent w^as descended of Bruce by the left, ». e. by the 
female side, within the ninth degree. His mother was 
daughter of the Earl of Boulogne, his father banished 
from his country — flocmit of fair Scotland.” His 
arrival must necessarily be by sea, and his landing 
was exneeted at Aberiady, in the Frith of Forth. He 
was a duke’s son, dubbed knight ; and nine years, 
from 1513, are allowed him, by the pretended prophet^ 
for the accomplishment of the salvation of his eoun- 
try, and the e.xaltation of Scotland over her sister and 
rival. All this was a j)ious fraud, to excite the confi- 
dence and s|)irit of the country. 

The prophecy, put in the name of our Thomas the 
Rhymer, as it stands in Hart’s book, refers to a later 
period. The narrator meets, the Rhymer vpon a land 
beside a lee, who shows him many emblematical visions, 
described in no mean strain of poetry. They chiefiy 
relate to the fields of Flodden and Pinkie, to the na- 
tional distress which followed these defeats, and to 
future halcyon days, which are promised to Scotland. 
One quotation or two will be sufficient to establish 
this fully : — 

Our Scottish I<;ing sal come fill keeriti, 

The red lyon bcaroth he ; 

A feddored arrow sharp, I wcf'n, 

Shull make him winke and vrarre to sec. 

Out of the fudd he shall bo led, 

When he is bludio and woo for blood , 

Yet to ilia men shall he say, 

* For God’s love turn you ugalne, 


t See Appendix, Note C, 
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And give yon sutlicrne folk a frey ! 

Why should I lose, the right is mine ? 

My date is not to die this day.’ ” 

Who can doubt, for a moment, that this refers to 
the battle of Fiodden, and to the popular reports con- 
cerning the doubtful fate of James IV. t Allusion 
is immediately afterwards made to the death of 
George Douglas, heir apparent of Angus, who fought 
and fell with his sovereign : — j 

The stemes three that day shall die, 

That hears the hartc in silver sheen.” 

The well-known aiTns of the Douglas family are the 
heart and three stars. In another place, the battle of 
Fhikie is expressly mentioned by name : — • 

At Pinken Clueh there shall be spilt 
Much gentle blood that day ; 

Tliere shall the bear lose the guilt. 

And the eagill bear it Away.” 

To the end of all this allegorical and mystical rhap- 
sody, is interpolated, in the later edition by Ahdro 
Hart, a new edition of Berlington’s verses, before 
quoted, altered and manufactured, so as to bear refer- 
ence to the accession of James VI., which had just 
then taken place. The insertion is made with a pecu- 
liar degree of awkwardness, betwixt a question, put by 
the narrator, concerning the name and abode of the 
person who showed him these strange matters, and the 
answer of the prophet to that question ; — 

Then to the Beirne could I say, 

Where dwells thou, or in what countrie ? 

[Or who shall rule the isle of Britane, 

From the north to the south sey ? 

A French queene shall bear the sonnc, 

Shall rule all Britaine to the sea ; 

Which of the Bruce’s blood shall come, 

•. As neere as the nint degree : 

1 frained fast what was his name, 

Where that he came, from what country.} 

In Erslingtoun I dwell at hame, 

Thomas Rymour men cals me.” 

There is surely no one, who will not conclude, with 
Lord Hailes, that the eight lines, enclosed in brackets, 
are a clumsy interpolation, borrowed from Berlington, 
with such alterations as might render the supposed 
prophecy applicable to the union of the crowns. 

While wo are on this subject, it may be proper 
briefly to notice the scope of some of the other predic- 
tions, in Hart’s Collection. As the prophecy of Ber- 
lington was intended to raise the spirits of the nation, 
during the regency of All^any, so those of Sybilla and 
Kltraine refer to that of the Earl of Arran, afterwards 
Duke of Chatelherault, during the minority of Mary, 
a period of similar calamity. This is obvious from the 
followingverses:— 

“ Take a thousand in calculation, 

And the longest of the lyon, 

Four crescents under one crowne, 

With Saint Andrew's croce thrise. 

Then threescore and till ise three ; 


Take tent to Merllng trueiv 
Then shall the wars ended be. 

And never again rise. 

In that yere there shall a king, 

A duke, and no crown’d king : 

Becaus the prince shall he yong, 

And tender of yeares.” 

The date, above hinted at, seems to bo 1549, when 
the Scottish Regent, by means of some succours de- 
rived from France, was endeavouring to repair the 
consequences of the fatal battle of Pinkie. Allusion is 
made to the supply given to the '^^Moldwarte [England] 
by the fained hart,” (the Earl of Angus. ) The Regent 
is described by bis bearing the antelope ; large sup- 
plies are promised from France, and complete con- 
quest predicted to Scotland and her allies. Thus was 
the same hackneyed stratagem repeated, wiienever 
the interest of the rulers appeared to stand in need of 
it. The Regent w-as not, indeed, till after this period, 
created Duke of Chatelherault ; but that honour was 
the object of his hopes and expectations. 

The name of our renowned soothsayer is liberally 
used as an authority, throughout all the prophecies 
published by Andro Hart. Besides those expressly 
put in his name, Gildas, another assumed personage, 
is supposed to derive his knowledge from him ; for he 
concludes thus : — 

True Thomas me told in a troublesome time, 

In a harvest morn at Eldoun hills.” 

The Propkecu of Gildas, 

In the prophecy of Berlington, already quoted, we 
are told, 

I “ Marvellous Merlin, that many men of tells, 

I Ami Thomas’s sayings comes all at once.” 

j While I am upon the subject of these prophecies, 
may I be permitted to call the attention of antiquaries 
to Merdwynn Wyllt, or Merim iJie Wild^ in whose 
name, and by no means in that of Ambrose Merlin, 
the friend of Arthur, the Scottish prophecies are i.s- 
sued? That this personage resided at Drammelziar, 
and roamed, like a second Nebuchadnezzar, the w'oods 
of Tweed dale, in remorse for the death of his nephew,' 
we learn from Fordun. In the Smtiekroiiicon^ lib. 3. 
cap. 31, is an account of an interview betwixt St. 
Kentigern and Merlin, then in this distracted and 
miserable state. He is said to have been called Lai- 
lohmif from his mode of life. On being commanded 
by the saint to give an account of himself, says, 
that the penance which he performs was imposed on 
him by a voice from heaven, during a bloody contest 
betwixt Lidel and Carwanolow, of which battle he 
had been the cause. According to his own prediction, 
he perished at once by wood, earth, and water ; for, 
being pursued with stones by the rustics, he fell from 
a rock into the river Tweed, and was transflxed by a 
sharp stake, fixed therefor the purpose of extending a 
fishing-net : — 

** Smle pe^fossus, lapidc peratssm, et imda^ 
jHtcc iria Merlitaim fevhir inire neemk 
2o 
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S^ci^mndimmusquefuitlighoquepreJiemus, 

Et/iXitvatmpertei'mpeti^ulavei'um*** 

But, in a metrical history of Merlin of Oaledoma, 
compiled by Geoffrey of Monmouth, from the tracH- 
tions of the Welsh bards, this mode of death is attri- 
buted to a page, whom Merlin’s sister, desirous to 
convict the prophet of falsehood, because ho had be- 
trayed her intrigues, introduced to liim, under three 
various disguises, enquiring each time in what manner 
the person should die. To the first demand Merlin 
answered, the party should perish by a fall from a 
rock 3 to the second, that he should die by a tree ; and 
to the third, that he should bo drowned. The youth 
perished, while hunting, in the mode imputed by For- 
dun to Merlin himself. 

Pordun, contrary to the French authorities, con- 
founds this person with the Merlin of Arthur ; but 
concludes by informing us, that many believed him to 
bo a different person. The grave of Merlin is pointed 
out at Drumraelziai', in Tweeddale, beneath an aged 
thorn-tree. On the east-sido of the churchyard, the 
brook, called Pausayl, falls into the Tweed; and the 
following prophecy is said to have been current con- 
cerning their union : — 

“ When Tweed and Pausayl join at Merlin’s grave, 
Scotland and England shall one monarch have.” 

On the day of the coronation of James VL, the 
Tweed accordingly overflowed, and joined the Pau- 
sayl at the prophet’s grave,— P enK^CUICk’s History 
of Tweeddde^ p. 26. These ofecAslences would 
seem to infer a communicadon betwixt the south- 
west of Scotland and Wales, of a nature peculiarly 
intimate ; for I presume that Merlin would retain 
sense enough to choose for the scene of his wander- 
ings, a country having a language and manners simi- 
lar to his own. 

Be this as it may, the memory of Merlin Sylvester, 
or the Wild, was fresh among the Scots during the 
reign of James Y. Waldhave,^ under whose name a 
set of prophecies was published, describes Iiimself as 
lying upon Lomond Law ; he hears a voice, wdiich 
bids him stand to his defence ; he looks around, and 
beholds a flock of hares and foxes - pursued over the 
mountain by a savage figure, to whom lie can hardly 
give the name of man. At the sight of Waldhave, 
the apparition leaves the objects of his pursuit, and 
assaults him with a club. Waldhave defends himself 
with his sword, throws the savage to the eai’th, and 
refuses to let him arise till he swear, by the law and 
I cad he lives upon, to do him no harm.” This done, 
he permits him to arise, and marvels at his strange 
appearance:-— 

Ho was formed like a freike [man] all liis four quarters; 

And then his chin and his face haired so thick. 

With haire growing so grime, fearful to see.” 


* I do not kno w whether the person here meant he Wald- 
have, an abbot of Melrose, who died in the odour of sanctity, 
about 1160. 


'ir^ 


He answers briefly to Waldiiave's ciupiiry conccnmig 
his name and nature, tlmt he drocs his weird,'” i c. 
does penance in that wo<,)d ; and, having hinted that 
questions as to his own state are oliensivc, ho pours 
forth an obscure rhapsody concerning futurity, and 
concludes,—" , , ■ ■' , , , 

“ Go musing upon Merlin if thou wilt : 

For I mean no more, man, at this time.” 

This is exactly similar to the meeting betwixt Mer- 
lin and Kentigern in Furdun. These prophecies of 
Merlin seem to have been in request in the minority 
of James V. ; for, among the amusements with which 
Sir David Lindsay diverted that prince during his 
infancy, are, 

“ The pn>]>lit;cic-si of Kymer, Bede, and Merlin.” 

Slit Davip Lindsay’s Epuik to ihc King , 

And wo find, in Waldhave, at least one allusion to 
the very ancient prophecy, addressed to the Couiitesu 
of Dunbar : — 

“ This is a tnio token thatThonuis of tells, 

When a laddo with a ladye shall, go over the fields.” 

j The original stands thus 

“ When laddes weddeth lovedics.” 

Another prophecy of Merlin seems to liave been 
current about the time of the Regent Morton’s exe- 
cution. When that nobleman was committed to the 
charge of his accuser, Captain James Stewart, newly 
created Earl of Arran, to bo conducted to his trial at 
Edinburgh, Spottiswoode says, that he asked, ^ Who 
was Earl of Arran 1 ’ and being answered that Cap- 
tain James was the man, after a short pause, he said, 
^ And is it so? I know then what I may look for?’ 
meaning, as was thought, that the old prophecy of 
the n^alling of the heart-'* by the mouth of Arran,’ 
should then be fulfilled. ¥v hether this was his mind 
or not, it is not known ; but some spared not, at the 
time when the Hamiltons were banished, in which 
business he was held too earnest, to say, that he stood 
in fear of that prediction, and WTint that course only 
to disappoint it. But if so it was, he did find himself 
now deluded; for he fell by the mouth of another 
Arran than he imagined.” — Spottiswoode, 313. The 
fatal words alluded to seem to be these in the pro- 
phecy of Merlin 

“ In the mouthe of AiTunf* a solcoutli slinil fall, 

Two bloDtlu; hoiirts hIkiU Ikj taken with a fulwe Inline, 

And derily dung down without any dome.'' 

To return from these desultory rpinarks, into whicii 
I have been led by the celebrated name of Merlin, 
the style of all these prophoeies, published by Hart, 
is very much the same. The measiiro is alliterative, 


2 See AiipendU, Tbjte 1). 

3 The heart was the cogniaaucci of 
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and somewhat similar to that of P%ert& Phwman^s 
Viidons; a circumstance which might entitle us to 
ascribe to some of them an earlier date than the reign 
of James Y., did we not know that Sir Galloran of 
Gallmmy and Guwaine and Gologras^ two romances 
rendered almost unintelligible by the extremity of 
affected alliteration, are perhaps not prior to that 
period. Indeed, although we may allow that, during 
muoh earlier times, prophecies, under the names of 
those celebrated soothsayers, have been current in 
Scotland, yet those published by Hart have obviously 
been so often vamped and re-vamped, to serve the 
political purposes of different periods, that it may be 
shrewdly suspected, that, as in the case of Sir John 
Cutler’s transmigrated stockings, very little of the 
original materials now remains. I cannot refrain 
from indulging my readers with the publisher’s title 
to the last prophecy, as it contains certain curious 
information concerning the Queen of Sheba, who is 
identified with the Cunnean Sibyl : Here followeth 
a prophecie, pronounced by a noble queene and mat- 
ron, called Sybilla, Regina Austri, that came to Solo- 
mon. Through the which she compiled four bookes, 
at the instance of the said King Sol, and others 
divers : and the fourth book was directed to a noble 
king, called Baldwine, King of tlic broad isle of Bri- 
tain ; in the which she maketli mention of two noble 
princes and emperours, the which is called Leones. 
How these two shall subdue and overcome all earthlie 
princes to their diademe and erowne, and also be 
glorified and crowned in the heaven among saints. 
The first of these two is Constantiiius Magnus ; that 
was Leprosus, the son of Saint Helena, that found 
the croce. The second is the sixt king of the name 
of Stew’ard of Scotland, the which is our most noble 
king.’^ With such editors and commentators, what 
wonder that the text became iininteliigibie, even be- 
yond the usual oracular obscurity of prediction ? 

If there still remain, therefore, among these pre- 
dictions, any verses having a claim to real antiquity, 
it seems now impossible to discover them from those 
which are comparatively modern. Nevertheless, as 
there are to be found, in these compositions, some 
|.ineommon]y wiki and masculine expressions, the 
Editor has been induced to throw a few passages to- 
gether, into the sort of ballad to which this disquisi- 
tion is prefixed. It would, indeed, have been no 
difficult matter for him, by a judicious selection, to 
have excited, in favour of Tliomas of Erciidoune, a 
share of the admiration bestowed by sundry wise per- 
sons upon Mass Robert Fleming.^ For example : — 

But then the lilye shaihe loused when they least think ; ' 

Then clear king’s blood shal quake for fear of death j 

For cimrls shal chop off heads of their chief heirns, 

And carfe of the crowns that Christ hath ap[)ointcd. 

Theroafterj on every side, sorrow shal arise ; 

^ The Rev. E. Fleming, pastor of a Scotch con.gregation in 
London, pubUtshed in 170I, “ Discourses on the Rise and. Fall 
of Papacy,” in which lie expressed his belief, founded on a 
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The barges of clear barons down shal be sunken i 
Seculars shall sit in spiritual scats, 

Occupying offices anointed as they were.’* 

Taking the lily for the emblem of Prance, can there 
be a more plain prophecy of the murder of her mo- 
narch, the destruction of her nobility, and the deso- 
lation of her hierarchy ? 

But, without looking farther into the rigns of the 
times, the Editor, though the least of all the prophets, 
cannot help thinking, that every true Briton will ap- 
prove of his application of the last prophecy quoted 
in the ballad. 

Hart’s collection of prophecies was frequently re- 
printed during the last century, probably to favour 
the pretensions of the unfortunate family of Stuart. 
For the prophetic renown of Gildas and Bede, see 
Fordun^ lib. 3. 

Before leaving the subject of Thomas’s predictions, 
it may he noticed, that sundry rhymes, 
his prophetic effusions, are still current among the 
vulgar. Thus, he is said to have prophesied of the 
very ancient family of Haig of Bemerside, 

“ Betide, betide, wluite’er betide, 

Haig shall be Haig of Bemerside.” 

The grandfathsr.of the present proprietor of Bomer- 
side had twelve daughters, before bis lady brought 
him a male heir. The common people trembled for 
the credit of their favourite soothsayer. The late Mr. 
Haig was at length born, and their belief in the pro- 
phecy confirmed beyond a shadow of doubt. 

Another memorable prophecy bore, that the Old 
Kirk at Kelso, constructed out of the ruins of the 
Abbey, should fall when at the fullest.’’ At a very 
crowded sermon, about thirty years ago, a piece of 
lime fell from the roof of the church. The alarm, for 
the fulfilment of the words of the seer, became uni- 
versal ; and happy were they who were nearest the 
door of the predestined edifice. The church was in 
consequence deserted, and has never since had an 
opportunity of tumbling upon a full congregation. I 
hope, for the sake of a beautiful specimen of Saxo- 
Gothic architecture, that the accomplishment of this 
prophecy is far distant. 

Another prediction, ascribed to the Rhymer, scema 
to have been founded on that sort of insight into futu- 
rity, possessed by most men of a sound and combining 
judgment. It runs thus: — 

** At Eldon Tree if you shall be, 

A brigg ower Tweed you there may see.” 

The spot in question commands an extimsive pro- 
spect of the course of the river j and it was easy to 
foresee, that when the country should become in the 
least degree improved, a bridge would be somewhere 
thrown over the stream. In fact, you now see no less 
than three bridges from that elevated situation. 

text in the Apocalypse, that the French MoTiarcliy wtmld 
undergo some xemaikable haniiiiationauout 17;>4.-— iio. 
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Corspatrick^ (Comes Patrick) Earl of March, but 
more comixionly taking his title from his castle of 
Dunbar, acted a noted part during the wars of Ed- 
ward L in Scotland. As Thomas of Ercildouno is said 
to have delivered to him his tamous prophecy of King 
Alexander’s death, the Editor has chosen to intro- 
duce him into the following ballad. All the prophetic 
verses are selected from Hart’s publication.^ 


THOMAS THE RHYMER. 


PART SECOND. 


When seven years were come and gane, 

The sun blink’d fair on pool and stream ; 

And Thomas lay on Huntlie bank, 

Like one awaken’d from a dream. 

He heard the trampling of a steed. 

He saw the hash of armour flee. 

And he beheld a gallant knight 
Come riding down by the Eiidon-tree. 

He was a stalwart knight, and strong ; 

Of giant make he ’pear’d to be : 

He stirr’d his horse, as he were wode, 

Wi’ gilded spurs, of faushion free. 

Says— Well met, well met, true Thomas ! 

Some uncouth ferlies show to me.” — 

Says— Christ thee save, Corspatrick brave I 
Thrice weleume, good Dunbar, to me ! 

light down, light down, Corspatrick brave ! 
And I will show thee curses three. 

Shall gar fair Scotland greet and grane, 

And change the green to the black livery. 

** A storm shall roar this very hour, 

From Ross’s hills to Solway sea.” — 

Ye lied, ye lied, ye warlock hoar 1 

For the sun shines sweet on fauld and lee. - 

He put his hand on the Earlie’s head; 

He show’d him a rock beside the sea, 

Where a king lay stiff beneath his steed,® 

And steel-dight nobles wiped their ee. 


1 An exact reprint of tliese propliecics, from the edition of 
Waldegrave, in 1603, collated with Hart’s, of 1615, from the 
copy in the Abbotsford Library, was completed for the Ban- 
natyue Club, under the care of the learned antiquary, Mr. 
David Laing of Edinburgh.— En. Isa?. 


2 King Alexander, killed by £ 
Kinghoiu 


fall from his horse, near 


" The neist curse lights on Branxton hills : 

By Flodden’s high and heathery side, 

Shall wave a banner rod as bludc. 

And chieftains throng wi’ meikle prido. 

" A Scottish King shall come full keen, 

The ruddy lion beareth he ; 

A feather’d arrow sharp, I ween. 

Shall make him wink and warre to see. 

When he is bloody, and all to bledde, 

Thus to his men he still shall say — 

^ For God’s sake, turn ye back again, 

And give yon southern folk a fray ! 

Why should I lose, the right is mine ? 

My doom is not to die this day.’ ^ 

Yet turn ye to the eastern hand, 

And woe and wonder yo sail see ; 

How ft>rty thousand spearmen stand, 

Where yon rank river meets the sea. 

There shall the lion lose the gylte, 

And the libbards bear it clean away ; 

At Pinkyn Cleuch there shall be spilt 
Much gentil bluid that day.” — 

Enough, enough, of curse and ban ; 

Some blessings show thou now to me, 

Or, by the faith o’ my bodie,” Corspatrick said, 
Ye shall rue the day ye e’er saw me I” — 

“ The first of blessings I shall thee show, 

Is by a burn, that’s call’d of bread ; ^ 

Where Saxon men shall tine the bow, 

And find their arrows lack the head. 

“ Beside that brigg, out ower that burn, 

Where the water bickereth bright and sheen. 
Shall many a fallen courser spurn, 

And knights shall die in battle keen. 

Beside a headless cross of stone, 

The libbards there shall lose the gree; 

The raven shall come, the erne shall go. 

And drink the Saxon bluid sae free. 

The cross of stone they shall not know, 

So thick the corses there shall be.” — 

But tell me now,” said brave Dunbar, 

True Thomas, tell now unto me. 

What man shall rule the isle Britain, 

Even from the north to the southern sea? ” — 


3 The uncertainty which long prevailed in Scotland, con- 
cerning the fate of James IV., is well known. 

^ One of Thomas’s rhymes, preserved by tradition, niM 
thus:— 

** The burn of breid 
Shall run fow reid.” 

Bannock-burn is the brook here meant. The Scots givetlie 
name of bannoQk to a thick round cake of unleavened bread. 



It appears, from a very curious MS. of the thirteenth 
century, penes Mr. Douce of London, containing a 
French metrical romance of Sir Tristrem) that the 
work of our Thomas the Bliymer was known, and re- 


The Leader, rolling to the Tweed, 
Resounds the ensenzie;® 

They roused the deer from Caddeuhead, 
To distant Torwoodlee.'^ 


* Ruherslaw and Dunyon, are two liills near Jedburgh. 

2 An ancient tower near ErcUdoiine, belonging to a family 
of the name oi iTome. One of Thomas’s prophecies is said to 
have run thus ; — 


‘Vengeance! vengeance! when and where? 

On the house of Coldingknow, now and ever mair ! ” 


* Torwoodlee and Caddenhead are places in SselkirksliiTw; 
both the property of Mr. Pringle of Torwoodlee. 




PAKT miRB.—MOBEEN. 


BY WALTER SCOTT. 

Thomas the Rhymer “was renowned among his 
contemporaries, as the author of the celebrated ro- 
mance of Of this once-admired poem 

only one copy is now known to exist, which is in the 
Advocates’ Library. The Editor, in 1804, published 
a small edition of this curious work ; which, if it does 
not revive the reputation of the hard of Ercildoune, 
is at least the earliest specimen of Scottish poetry 
hitherto published. Some account of this romance has 
already been given to the "world in Mr. Ellis’s Speci- 
mens cf Ancient Poeinp voL i. p. 165, iii. p. 410 ; a 
work to which our predecessors and our posterity are 
alike obliged ; the former, for the preservation of the 
best-selected examples of their poetical taste ; and the 
latter, for a history of the English language, which 
will only cease to be interesting with the existence of 
our mother-tongue, and all that genius and learning 
have recorded in it. It is sufficient here to mention, 
that so great was the reputation of the romance of Sir 
Tristremy that few were thought capable of reciting it 
after the manner of the author— a circumstance al- 
luded to by Robert de Brunne, the annalist : — 

I see in song, in sedgeyng tale. 

Of Erceldoun, and of JKendale, 

Kow tliame says as they thame wroglit. 

And in thare saying it semes noclit. 

That thou may here in Sir Tristrem, 

Over gestes it has the steme. 

Over all that is or "w’as ; 

If men it said as made Tbomas,” &c. 


The spot is rendered classical by its having given name to 
the beautiful melody called the Broom o' the Coivdcsiknows, 


3 War-cry, or gathering word. 


A French Queen 
Shall rule all Britain to the sea ; 
He of the Bruce’s blood shall come. 
As near as in the ninth degree. 


The waters worship shall his race ; 
Likewise the waves of the farthest sea ; 
For they shall ride over ocean wide, 

With hempen bridles, and horse of tree.” 


Having arrived, at a part oi me romance wuere 
citers were wont to differ in the mode of telling the 
story, the French bard expressly cites the authority 
of the poet of Ercildoune: 

“ Plusurs de nos (jmnUr ne volent, 

Co que dd naivt dire se solent, 

Ki femme Kafierdin dut aimer, 

Li naim redid Tristram narrer, 

B entuscM par grant aigln^ 

Quant U afole Kaherdm/ # 

Pur cest plai e pur cest malf 
Enveiad Tristram Gimrnal, 

En Engletcrrepur Vsolt.' 

Thomas ico granter ne volt, 

Et si volt par raisun mostrer, 

Qu' ico ne put pas esteer,” SzQ. 

The tale of Sir Trisfretn, as narrated in the Edin- 
burgh MS., is totally different from the voluminous 
romance in prose, originally compiled on the same 
subject by Rusticien de Puise, and analyzed by M. de 
Tressan ; but agrees in every essential particular with 
the metrical performance just quoted, which is a work 
of much higher antiquity. 

The following attempt to commemorate the Rhym- 
er’s poetical fame, and the traditional account of his 
marvellous return to Fairy Land, being entirely mo- 
dern, w^ould have been placed with greater propriety 
among the class of Modern Ballads, had it it not been 
for its immediate connexion with the first and second 
parts of the same story. 


THOMAS THE RHYMER. 


BART THIRD. 


Then all by bonny Coldingknow, ^ 
Pitch’d palliouns took their room, 
And crested helms, and spears a-rowe, 
Glanced gaily through the broom. 


"When seven years more were come and gone, 
Was w’"ar through Scotland spread, 

And Ruberslaw show’d high Dunyon ^ 

His beacon blazing red. 
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0 fatal. was the gift, I ween ! 

For, doomed in evil tide, 

The maid must be rude Cornwall’s 
His cowardly uncle’s bride. 


The feast was spread in Ercildoune, 

In Learmont’s high and adcient hall : 
And there were knights of great renown, 
And ladies, laced in pall. 


Their loves, their woes, the gifted hard 
In fairy tissue wove ; 

Where lords, and knights, and ladies bright 
In gay confusion strove. 


Nor lacked they, while they sat at dine. 
The music nor the tale, 

Nor goblets of the blood-red wine, 

Nor mantling q^uaighs ^ of ale. 


The C'arde Joyeuse, amid the tale. 

High rear’d its glittei’ing head ; 
And Avalon’s enchanted vale 
In all its wonders spread. 


True Thomas rose, with harp in hand. 
When as the feast was done : 

(In minstrel strife, in Fairy Land, 

The elfin harp he won.) 


Brangw'ain was there, and Segramor 
And fiend“box‘n Merlin’s gramaryo 
Of that famed wizard’s mighty lore, 
0 who could sing but he 1 


Hush’d were the throng, both limb and tongue, 
And harpers for envy pale ; 

And armed lords loan’d on their swords. 

And hearken’d to the talc. 


In numbers high, the witching tale 
The prophet pour’d along ; 

No after bard might e’er avail ^ 
Those numbers to prolong. 


Through many a maze the winning sung 
In changeful passion led, 

Till bent at length the listening throng 
O’er Tristrem’s dying bed. 


Yet fragments of the lofty strain 
Float down the tide of years. 
As, buoyant on the stormy main, 
A parted wreck appears.^ 


His ancient wounds their scars expand. 

With agony his heart is wruxig : 

O where is Isolde’s lilye hand, 

And where her soothing tongue? 


He sung King Arthur’s Table Round: 

The Warrior of the Lake j 
How courteous Gawaine met the wound,”* 
And bled for ladies’ sake. 


She comes 1 she comes 1 — like flash of flame 
Can lovers’ footsteps fly : 

She comes ! she comes 1 — she only came 
To see her Tristrem die. 


But chief, in gentle Tristrem’s praise. 

The notes melodious swell ; 

Was none excell’d in Arthur’s days. 
The knight of Lionellc. 


She saw him die ; her latest sigh 
Join’d in a kiss his parting breath 
The gentlest pair, that Britain bare, 
United are in death. 


For Marke, his cowardly uncle’s right, 
A venom ’d wound he bore ; 

When fierce Morholde he slew in fight. 
Upon the Irish shore. 


There paused the harp : its lingering sound 
Died slowly on th o ear ; 

The silent guests still bent around, 

For still they seem’d to hear. 


No art the poison might withstand 
No medicine could be found, 

Till lovely Isolde’s lily hand 
Had probed the rankling wound. 


Then woe broke forth in murmurs weak 
Nor ladies heaved alone the sigh ; 
But, half ashamed, the rugged cheek 
Did many a gauntlet dry. 


With gentle hand and soothing tongue 
She bore the leech’s part ; 

And, while she o’er his sick-bed hung, 
He paid her with his heart. 


On Leader’s stream, and Learmont’s towei 
The mists of evening close ; 

In camp, in castle, or in bower, 

Each warrior sought repose. 


1 Quaighs-^YfooHm cups, coinposcd of staves hooped toge- 18()4, as a noble contrast to the ordinary htuninty oi the 

nuine ballad diction.— Ei>. 

* Seslntrotootion to thia ballad. * f of Monsieur le Gmud. olesantl, 

translated by the late Gregory Way, Esq., the talc ot the 
8 This stanza was quoted by the Edinburgh Reviewer, of Knight and the Suwrd, [Vol. ii. p. 3.] 
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Ijord Douglas, in his lofty tent. 

Bream’d o’er the ^voeful talc ; 

When footsteps light, across the bent, 

The warriors oars assail. 

He starts, he lYakes ; — What, Kichard, ho ! 
Arise, my page, arise 1 

What venturous wight, at dead of night. 
Dare step where Douglas lies!” — 

Then forth they rush’d: by Leader’s tide, 

A selcouth^ sight they see— 

A hart and hind pace side by side, 

As white as snow on Pairnalie.^ 

Beneath the moon, with gesture proud, 

They stately move and slow ; 

Nor scare they at the gathering crowd, 

Who marvel as they go. 

To Learmont’s tower a message sped. 

As fast as page might run ; 

And Thomas started from his bed, 

And soon his clothes did on. 

First he woxe pale, and then woxe red ; 
Never a word he spake but three ; — 

My sand is run ; my thread is spun ; 

This sign regarcleth me.” 

The elfiii harp his neck around, 

In minstrel guise, he hung ; 

And on the wind, in doleful sound, 

Its dying accents rung. 

Then forth he w’ent ; yet turn’d him oft 
To view Ms ancient hall ; 


On the grey tower, in lustre soft, 

The autumn moonbeams fall ; 

And Leader’s weaves, lil^e silver sheen, 

Danced shimmering in the ray ; 

In deepening mass, at distance seen. 

Broad Soltra’s mountains lay. 

" Farewell, my fathers’ ancient tower I 
A long farewell,” said he : 

The scene of pleasure, pomp, or power, 

Thou never more shalt be. 

To Leannont’s name no foot of earth 
Shall here again belong, 

And, on tliy hospitable hearth. 

The hare shall leave her young. 

“ Adieu! adieu!” again he cried, 

All as he turn’d him roun’— 

Farewell to Leader’s silver tide ! 

Farewell to Ercildoune!” 

The hart and hind approach’d the place, 

As lingering yet he stood ; 

And there, before Lord Douglas’ face, 

With them he cross’d the flood. 

Lord Douglas leap’d on his herry-brown steed. 
And spurr’d him the Leader o’er ; 

But, though he rode with lightning speed, 

He never saw them more. 

Some said to hill, and some to glen. 

Their wondrous course had been ; 

But ne’er in haunts of living men 
Again was Thomas seen. 


APPENDIX. 


Note A.—F. 572. ■, 

From Me ChMThdaTylpf tlie Trbritp Mouse of SoUra, 
Advocates’ Library, W- 4. U. 

' ■ EBSYLTON. 

Omnibus lias literas visuris vel audituris Thomas de Ercil- 
dorni fiiiiis ct heres Thomas Rymoar de Excildoan salntem in 
Domiuo. Noveritis me per fustem et Tbacnhmi in pleno judieio 
resignasse ac per presentes quietem clamasse pro me et here- 


dilbus meis Magisfro domns Sanctse Trinitatis de Solfre et 
fratrihns ejnsdem doraas totam terram mcam cam omnibus 
pertinentibus suis qaam in tenemento de Ercildoun heredi- 
tarie tenai renunciando de toto pro me et Iieredibus meis 
omni jure et clameo qum ego seu antecessores mei in eadem | 

terra alioque tempore de peipetao liabuimus sive de futaro I 

habere possamus. In cajas rei testimonio presentibus Ms | 

sigillum meamapposui data apad Ercildoun die Martisproxi- I 

mo post festaiu Sanctorum Apostolorum Symonis et Jade 

Anno Domini MiUesimo cc. Nonagesimo Nono. : 


tiSeZroiit/j—Wondroas. 

s An ancient seat upon the Tweed, in Selkirkshire. In a 
popular edition of the first part of Thomas the Rhymer, the 
Fairy Queen thus arldresses him 


** Gin ye wad meet wf me again. 

Gang to the bonny banks of Faimalie.” 

Faimilee is now one of the seats of Mr. Pringle of Clifton, 
M.P. for Selkirkshire. 1833. 
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NotbB.-”P. 574. 

The rcaderis here presented, from nn old, and unfortunately 
an imperfect MS., with the undoubted original of Thomasthe 
Hhymer’s intrigue with the Queen, of Faery. It will afford 
great amusement to those who wnmld study the nature of 
traditional poetry, and the changes effected by oral tradition, 
to compare this ancient romance with the foregoing ballad. 
The same incidents are narrated, even the expression is often 
the same; yet the poems are as different in appearance, as if 
the older tale had been regularly and systematically modern- 
i 2 ed by a poet of the present day. 

Iticipii PropJiesia Tkoina de PlrscMoim. 

In a landc as I was lent. 

In the gryking of the day, 

Ay alone as I went. 

In, Huntle hankys me for to plajj ; 

1 flaw the throstyl, and the jay, 

Ye mawes inovyde of her song, 

Ye wocUvale sango notes guy, 

That al the wod about range. 

In that longyng as I lay, 

*'■ Undir nelhe a dern tre, 

I was war of a lady gay, 

Come rydyng otiyr a fair le : 

Zogh I suld sitt to domysday, 

With my tong to wrabbe and wry, 

Certenly all byr aray. 

It beth nenyer discryuyd for me. 

Hyr palfra was dappyll gray, 

Sycke on, say ueuer none ; 

As the son in somers day. 

All abowte that lady schone, 

Hyr sadel was of a rewel bone, 

A semly syght it was to se, 

Bryht with mony a precyous stotie, 

And compasyd all with crapste ; 

Stones of oryens, gret plentc, 

Her hair about her hede it hang. 

She rode ouer the farnyle, 

A while she blew, a while she sang, 

Her girths of nobil silke they were. 

Her bociils were of beryl stone, 

Sadyll and brydilwar - 

With syik and sendei about bedone, 

Hyr patyrel was of a pall fyne. 

And hyr croper of the arase. 

Her brydil was of gold fine. 

On euery syde forsolhe hang bells tlire, 

Her brydil reynes - - - 

A semly syzt - - ~ - 

Crop and patyrel - - - - 

In every joynt - - - - 

She led thro grew' houndes in a leash, 

And ratehes cowpled by her ran ; 

She bar an horn about her halse. 

And undir her gyrdil mene flene. 

Thomas lay and sa - - - 
Inthe bankesof - * - - 
He sayd Yonder is Mary of Might, 

That bar the child that died for me, 

Certes bot I may speke with that lady bright, 
Myd my bert will broke in three ; 

I schal me hyc with all my might, 

Hyr to mete at Eidyn Tre. 

Thomas rathly up her rase, 

And ran oner mouiitayn bye. 

If it he sothe the story says, 

He met her euyn at Eidyn Tre. 

Thomas knelyd down on his kne 
H ndir nethe the grene wood spray. 

And sayd, Lovely lady, thou rue on me. 


Queen of Heaven as yon may well be. 

But 1 am a lady of another countrie. 

If 1 be pareld most of prise, 

1 ride after the wild fee, 

My ratehes rinnen at my devya. 

If thou be pareld most of prise, 

And rides a lady in strung foly. 

Lovely lady, as thou art wise, 

Giuc you mo leue to lige ye by. 

I)o way, Thomas, that vfere foly, 

1 pray ye, Thomas, late me be, 

That sin will fordo all my bewtie. 

Lovely ladye, rewe on me, 

And euer more I shall with ye dwell, 

Here ray trowth I plyght to thee. 

Where you bclieues in heuin or hell. 

Thomas, and you myght lyge me by, 

Undir iietho this grene wode spray. 

Thou would tell full hastely, 

That thou had layn by a lady gay. 

Lady, mote I lyge by the, 

Uudir nethe tlie grene wode tre, 

' For all the gold in chrystenty, 

, Suld you ncuor be wryedo for me. 

Man on moldc you will me marre. 

And yet bot you may haf your will, 

Trow you well, Thomas, you cheuy.st ye warre 
For all my bew'tie wilt you spill. 

Down lyghtyd that lady bryzt, 

Undir nethe the grene wode spray. 

And as ye story sayth full ryzt, 

Seuyii tymes by hex he lay. 

She sayd, Man, you lyst thi play. 

What berde in bouyr may dele with thee, 
That maries me all this long day ; 

I pray ye, Thomas, let me bo. 

Thomas stode up in the stede, 

And behelde the lady gay, 

Her beyre hang down about hyr bede, 
t The tane was blak, the other gray. 

Her eyn semyt onte before was gray, 

Her gay clethyng was all a^Yay, 

That be before bad sene in that stede 
Hyr body a-s blow as ony bede. 

Thomas sighede, and sayd, Allas, 

Me thynko this a dullfuH syght, 

That thou art fadyd in the face. 

Before you shone as son. so liryzt. 

Talc thy leue, Thomas, at son and inonc. 

At gresse, and at euery tre, 

This twelmuntb sail you with me gone, 

Mcdyl erth you sail not se. 

Alas, he seyd, ful wo is me, 

I trow my dedes will werke me care, 

J esu, my sole tak to ye, 

Whedirso euyr my body sal fare. 

She rode furtli with all her myzt, 

Undir nethe the dome lee, 

It was as derke as at mxdnizt, 

And euyr in water unto the kne ; 

Through the space of days thre, 

He horde but swowyng of a fiode j 
Thomas sayd, Ful W'O is me, 

Now I spyll for fawie of fode ; 

To a garden she lede him tyte. 

There was fruyte in greto plente, 

Peyres and appless ther were ryj)©. 

The date and the damese. 

The figge and als fylbort tre ; 

The nyghtyngale bredyng in her nMte. 

The papigaye about gan fie, 

The throstylcock sang w'ald hafe no rest 
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Re pressed to pulle fniyt with hfs hand, 

As man for fante that was faynt ; 

She seyd, TlTioinas, lat al stand, 

Or els the denyl wil the ataynt. 

Sche seyd, Thomas, I the hyzi, 

To lay thi hede upon my kne. 

And thou shalt see fayrcr syght. 

Than euyr sawe man in their Idntre. 

Sees thou, Thomas, yon fayr way, 

That lyggs ouyr yone fayr playn ? 

Yonder is the way to heiiyn for ay, 

Whan synful sawles haf derayed their payne. 
Sees thou, Thomas, yon second way. 

That lygges lawe undir the rysc ? 

Streiglit is the way, sothly to say, 

Tothejoyes of paradyce. 

Sees thou, Thomas, yon thyrd way, 

That lygges ouyr yone how? 

Wide is the way, sothly to say. 

To the hrynyng fyresof lielle. 

Sees thou, Thomas, yone fayr cast ell, 

That standes ouyr yone fair hill ? 

Of town and tower it hoereth the hello, 

In middell crth is none like theretill. 

Whan thou comyst in yone castell gave, 

I pray thee curteis man to be ; 

What so any man to you say, 

Lokc tlui answer none but me. 

My. lord is servyd at ychc messe. 

With XXX kniztcs feir and fre ; 

I shall say syttyng on tlie dese, 

I toke thy speche hoyone the le. 

Thomas stode as still as stone, 

And beholde that ladyo gaye ; 

Than wa.s .sclie fayr, and rycho anone, 

And also ryal on hir palfreye. 

The growhomidos had fylde thaim on the dere. 
The raches coupled, by my fay, 

She hlewe her home Thomas to chere, 

To the castell she went her way. 

The ladye into the hall went, 

Thomas folowyd at her hand ; 

Thar kept her mony a lady gent, 

With curtasy and lawe. 

Harp and fedyl both ho fande, 

The getern and the sawtry, 

Lut and rybid thor gon gan, 

Thair was al manor of mynstralsy. 

The mofrt fcrtly that Thomas thoght, 

When he com emyddes the flore, 

Fourty hertes to quarry were broght, 

That had been befor both long and store. 
Lymors lay lappyng blode. 

And kolcos stamlyng with dressyng jenyfe, 

And dressyd dere as thai wer wode, 

And rowell was thair wonder. 

Knyghtes dansyd by two and thre, 

AH that leue long day. 

Ladyes that were gret of gro, 

Sat and sang of rych aray. 

Thomas sawe much more in that place, 

Than I can descry ve, 

Til on a day, alas, alas. 

My lovelye ladye sayd to me, 

Husk ye, Thomas, you mu.st agayn. 

Here you may no longer be ; 

Hy then zerne that you were at hame, 

1 sal ye bryng to Eldyii Tre 
Thomas a^swerd with heuy 
And said, Lowely ladye, lat ma be, 

I'or I say ye certeniy here 

Ilaf I be hot the space of doves three. 


Sothly, Thomas, as I telle ye. 

You hath ben here thre yeres. 

And here you may no longer be j 
And I sal tele ye a skele, 

To-morrowe of belle ye foule fende 
Amang our folke shall chuse his feo; 
For you art a larg man and an hende? 
Trowe you wele ho will chuse thee. 
Fore all the golde that may be, 

Fro hens unto the worldes ende, 

Sail you not be betrayed by me, 

And thairfor sail you hens wende. 

She broght hym euyn to Eldyn Tre, 
Undir netlie the grene wode spray. 

In Huntle bankes was fayr to be, 
Ther breddes ayng both nyzt and day. 
Ferre ouyr yon montayns gray, 

Ther bathe my facon ; 

]^re wele, Thomas, I wende my "way. 


The Elfin Queen, after restoring Thomas to earth, pours 
forth a string of prophecies, in which wu distinguish references 
to the events and personages of the Scotti.sh wars of Ed- 
ward III. The battles of Bupplia and Halidon are mentioned, 
and also Black Agnes, Countess of Dunbar. There is a copy 
of this poem in the Museum of the Cathedral of Lincoln, an- 
other in the collection in Peterborough, but unfortunately they 
are all in an imperfect state. l^Ir. Jamieson, in his curious 
Collection of Scottish Ballads and Songs, has an entire copy 
of this ancient poem, with all the collations. The lacuna' of 
the former editions have been supplied from his copy. 


ALLUSIONS TO IIERALDIIY.— P. 576 . 

The muscle is a square figure like a lozenge, but it is al- 
ways voided of the fiehl. They arc carried as principal 
figures by the name of Learmont. Learmont of EarLstoun, 
in the Merss, carried on on. a bend azure three muscles ; of 
which family was Sir Thomas Learmont, who is well known 
by the name of Thomas the Rhymer, because he wrote his 
prophecies in rliime. This prophetick herauld lived in the 
days of King Alexander the Third, and prophesied ot hw 
death, and of many other remarkable occurrences ; particu- 
larly of the union of Scotland with England, which was not 
accomplished until the reign of James the Sixth, some hun- 
dred years after it was foretold by this gentleman, whose 
prophecies are much esteemed by many of the vulgar even at 
this day. I was promised by a friend a sight of his prox)he- 
cies, of which there is everywhere to be had an epitome, 
which, I suppose, is erroneous, and differs in many things 
from the original, it having been oft reprinted by some unskil- 
ful persons. Thus many things are amissing in the small 
book which are to be met with in the original, particularly 
these two lines concerning his neighbour, Bemorside 

‘ Tyde what may betide, 

Haig shall be laird of Bemenside. 

And indeed his prophecies concerning that ancient family 
have hitherto been true ; for, since that time to this day, the 
Haigs have been lairds of that place. They carrie. Azure a 
saltier cantoned with two stars in chief and in base argent, as 
many crescents in the flanques or ; and for crest a rock pro- 
per, with this motto, taken from the above-written rhyme— 
‘ Tide what may-’ Nisbbt on, Ma7'Jis of Cadency, p. l.'JH.— 
He adds, “ that Thomas’ meaning may be understood by 


1 
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iiernulds -fflien ho speahs of Icinjjdoms whose in8ii;Tia seldom 
vary, but tliat individual families cannot be discovered, either 
because they have altered their bearings, or becauso they are 
pointed out by their crests and exterior ornaments, which are 
changed at the pleasure of tlio bearer.” Mr. Nisbet, however, 
comforts himself for this obscurity, by reflecting, that ” we 
may certainly conclude, from his writingSj that herauldry 
was in good esteem in his days, and well known to the vul- 
jrar.”— p. K)0.-~It may be added, that the publication of 
predictions, either printed or hieroglyphical, in which noble 
families were pointed out by their armorial bearings, was, in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, extremely common ; and the 
influence of such predictions on the minds of the common 
people was so great as to occasion a prohibition, by statute, 
of prophecy by reference to heraldic emblems. Lord Henry 
Howard also (afterwards Earl of Northampton) directs against 
this practice much of the reasoning in his learned treatise, 
entitled, ‘‘A Defensation against the Poyson of pretended 
Prophecies.” 


Note P.-P. 578. 

The strange occupation in which Waldhave beholds Merlin 
engaged, derives some illustration from a curious passage in 
Oeoffrey of Monmouth’s life of Merlin, above quoted. The 
poem, after narrating that the prophet had fled to the forest 
In a state of distraction, proceeds to mention, that, looking 
upon the stars one clear evening, he discerned from his astro- 
logical knowledge, that his wife, Gunedolen, had resolved, 
upon the next morning, to take another husband. As he had 
presaged to her that this would happen, and had promised 
her a nuptial gift (cautioning her, however, to keep the bride- 
groom out of his sight,) he now resolved to make good his 
word. Accordingly, he collected all the stags and lesser 


game in his neighbourhood ; and, having sc.ntcd himself upon 
a buck, drove the herd before him to the capital of Cumber- 
land, where Gucndolcn resided. But her lover’s curiosity 
leading him to inspect too nearly this extraordinary cavalcade. 
Merlin’s rage was awakened, and he slew him with the sti 
of an antler of the stag. The original runs thus 

** .* et sUvas et mUus circuit omnes, 

Cervorumque greges agmen coUegit in umnn^ 

Et dmnas, caprmsque simul j ccrvoqxie resedity 
Et, venUnte die, compdkm agmina pree m, 

Festinans vadit quo nuhit Guendolcena, 

Postquam venii eo, pad enter ipse coegit 
Cervos ante fores, proclamans, ‘ Guendoltrna, 
Gumdelecna, veni, te talia munera spectant. 

Ocius ergo venii suhridens Guendolcena, 

Gestarique virum cerro miratiir, et ilium 
Skparere viro, taniiim, quoque posse fernnim 
Uniri numenm quas pree se solus agedat, 

Siettt pastor oves, qxms ducere suevit ad fm'bas, 

Stabat ab excelsa sponsus speetando fenestra. 

In solio mirans equitem, risumque movehat, 

Ast uU vidit cum vates, animoqxie qiiis csset 
CaUwit, exkMplo divuUlt cornua cervo 
Quo gcsktbatur,vibrataque jecU in ilium, 

Ef. capid illhis pcnitits contrixnf, eitmquB 
BeddMii exanimm, vilamquefiigavit in auras s 
Ocius inde simm, talomm verbere, ccrxmm 
Eiffugiens egit, silvasque redire paraidC* 

For a perusal of this curious poem, accurately copied from 
a MS, in the Cotton Library, nearly coeval with the author, 1 
was indebted to my learned friend, the late Mr. Eitson. There 
is an excellent paraphrase of it in the curious and entertain- 
ing Specimens of Early English Romances, published by Mr 
Ellis, 


(gUnfinlas; 


OR, 


Hav'is Ccranacfi** 


The simple tradition, upon which the following 
."Stanzas are founded, runs thus : While two Highland 
hunters were passing the night in a solitary (a 
hut, built for the .purpose of hunting,) and making 
merry over their venison and whisky, one of them ex- 
pressed a wish that they had pretty lasses to complete 
their party. The words were scarcely uttered, when 
two beautiful young women, habited in green, entered 
the hut, dancing and singing. One of the hunters was 
seduced by the siren who attached herself particularly 
to him, to leave the hut : the other remained, and, 
suspicious of the fair seducers, continued to play upon 
a trump, or Jew’s harp, some strain, consecrated to 


I GoronaeJi is the lamentation for a deceased warrior, sung by 
the aged of the clan. 


the Virgin Mary. Day at length came, and tlie tempt- 
ress vanished. Searching in the forest, he found tho 
bones of his unfortunate friend, who had been torn 
to pieces and devoured by the fiend into whose toils 
he had fallen. The place was from thence called tho 
Glen of the Green Women. 

Glenfinlas is a tract of forest-ground, lying in tlio 
Highlands of Perthshire, not far from Callender in 
Menteith. It was formerly a royal forest, and now 
belongs to the Earl of Moray. This country, as well 
as the adjacent district of Balquidder, was, in times 
of yore, chiefly inhabited by the Maegrogors. To the 
west of the Forest of Glenflnias lies Loch Katrine, 
and its romantic avenue, called the Troshachs. Ben- 
ledi, Benmore, and Benvoiriich, are mountains in the 
same district, and at no great distance from Glenfin-' 
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laij. The river Teith passes Callender and the Castle 
of Donne, and joins the Forth near Stirling. The 
Pass of Lenny is immediately above Callender, and is 
the pidncipal access to the Highlands, from that town. 
Glenartney is a forest, near Benvoirlich. The whole 
forms a sublime tract of Alpine scenery. 

Thia banad first appeared in the Tales of Wonder.'^ 


■ ■ CLENFINLAS ;- ; 

■ OR, 

LORD RONALD’S CORONACH. 


‘ For them the viewless forms of air obey. 

Their bidding heed, and at tlieir heck repair ; 

They know what spirit brews tlie stormful day, 

And heartless oft, like moody madness stare, 

To see the phantom-train their secret work prepare.” 

Collins. 


“ O HONE a rie’ ! 0 hone a rie’ ! ^ 

The pride of Albin’s line is o’er, 

And fall’n Glenartney’s stateliest tree; 

We ne’er shall see Lord Ronald more I” — 

O, sprang from great Maegillianore, 

The chief that never fear’d a foe, 

How matchless was thy broad clajunore, 
How deadly thine unerring bow I 

Well can the Saxon widows tell, 3 
How, on the Teith’s resounding shore, 

The boldest Lowland warriors fell, 

As down from Lenny’s pass you bore. 

But o’er his hills, in festal day, 

How blazed Lord Ronald’s beltane-tree,'* 

AWiile youths and maids the light strathspey 
So nimbly danced with Highland glee! 

Cheer’d by the strength of Ronald’s shell. 
E’en age forgot his tresses hoar ; 

But now the loud lament we swell, 

O ne’er to see Lord Ronald more I 

From distant isles a chieftain came, 

The joys of Ronald’s halls to find, 

And chase with him the dark-brown game, 
That bounds o’er Albin’s Mils of wind. 

^Twas Moy ; whom in Coiumha’s isle 
The seer’s prophetic spirit found,® 


As, with a minstreFs fire the while. 

He waked his harp’s harmonious sound. 

Full many a spell to him was known, 

Which wandering spirits shrink to hear ; 

And many a lay of jpotent tone. 

Was never meant for mortal ear. 

For there, ’tis said, in mystic mood. 

High converse with the dead they hold, 

And oft espy the fated shroud, 

That shall the future corpse enfold. 

O so it fell, that on a day, 

To rouse the red deer from their den. 

The Chiefs have ta’en their distant way, 

And scour’d the deep denfinlas glen. 

No vassals wait their sports to aid, 

To w^atch their safety, deck their board; 

Their simple dress, the Highland plaid. 

Their trasty guard, the Highland sword. 

Three summer days, through brake and dell, 
Their wiiistling shafts successful flew ; 

And still, when dew^ evening fell, 

The quarry to their hut they drew. 

In grey Glenfinlas’ deepest nock 
The solitary cabin stood, 

Fast by Moneira’s sullen brook, 

Which murmurs through that lonely wood, 

Soft fell the night, the sky was calm, 

When three successive days had flown ; 

And summer mist in dewy balm 
Steep’d heathy bank, and mossy stone. 

The moon, half-hid in silvery flakes. 

Afar her dubious radiance shed, 

Quivering on Katrine’s distant lakes, 

And resting on Benledi’s head. 

Now in their hut, in social guise, 

Their silvan fare the Chiefs enjoy ; 

And pleasure laughs in Ronald’s eyes, 

As many, a pledge he quaffs to Moy, 

d^Tiat lack we here to crown our bliss, 
While thus the pulse of joy beats high % 

What, but fair woman’s yielding kiss, 

Her panting breath and melting eye! 

To chase the deer of yonder shades, 

TMs morning left their father’s pile 


i la 1801. See ante, 5^15— The scenery of this, the author’s 
first serious attempt in poetry, reappears in the Lady of the 
Lake, in Waverley, and in Kob Roy.— En. 

® O hone a rid signifies— “ Alas for the prince or chief.” 


3 The term Sassenach, or Saxon, is applied by the High- 
landers to their Low-Country neighbours. 

■4 See Appendix, Note A. 

5 See Appendix, Note B. 



rhu fairest ot our^mo-untain maids, 

The daughters of the pi’oud Crleugyle. 

Long have I sought sweet Mar;y’s heart, 

And dropp’d the tear, and heaved the sigh; 

vain the lover’s wily art. 

Beneath a sister’s watchful eye. 

But thou mayst teaeh that guardian fair, 
While far with Mary I am flown, 

Of other hearts to cease her care, 

And find it hard to guard her own. 

Touch hut thy harp, thou soon shalt see 
The lovely Flora of Cxlengyle, 

Unmindful of her charge and me, 

Hang on thy notes, ’twixt tear and smile. 

Or, if she choose a melting tale, 

All underneath the grecnw'ood bough, 

Will good St. Oran’s rule prevail,^ 

Stern huntsman of the rigid brow 

“ Since Enrick’s fight, since Morna’s death, 

No more on me shall rapture rise, 
Responsive to the panting breath, 

Or yielding kiss, or melting eyes. 

E’en then, when o’er the heath of woe, 
Where sunk my hopes of love and fame, 
bade my harp’s wild wailings flow, 

On me the Seer’s sad spirit came. 

The last dread curse of angry heaven, 

With ghastly sights and sounds of woe, 

To dash each glimpse of joy was given — 

The gift, the future ill to know. 

^^The bark thou sawr’st, yon summer morn, 

So gaily part from Oban’s bay, 

My eye beheld her dash’d and torn, 

Far on the rocky Colonsay. 

“ Thy Fergus too— thy sister’s son, 

Thou saw’st, with prid-e, the gallant’s powder, 
As marching ’gainst the Lord of Downe, 

He left the sldrts of huge Benmore, 

Thou only saw’st their tartans® wave. 

As dowm Bonvoirlich’s side they wound, 
Heard’st but the pibroch,^ answering brave 
To many a target clanking round. 

** I heard the groans, I mark’d the tears, 
i saw the wound his bosom bore, 

When on the serried Saxon spears 
He pour’d his clan’s resistless roax*. 


And thou, who bidst me think of bhas, 

And bidst my heart awake to glee, 

And court, like thee, the wanton kiss — 

That heart, 0 Ronald, bleeds for thee ! 

" I see the death-damps chill thy brow ; 

I hear thy Warning Spirit cry ; 

The corpse-lights dance — they’re gone, and now* 
No more is given to gifted eye ! ” — ^ 

Alone enjoy thy dreary dreams, 

Sad prophet of the evil hour ! 

Say, should we scorn joy’s transient beams. 
Because to-morrow’s storm may lour 1 

Or false, or sooth, tliy words of woe, 
Clangillian’s Chieftain ne’er shall fear 5 
His blood shall bound at rapture’s glow, 

Though doom’d to stain the Saxon spea.r. 

E’en now, to meet me in yon dell, 

My Mary’s buskins brush the dew.” 

He spoke, nor hade the Chief farewell, 

But called his dogs, and gay withdrew. 

Within an hour return’d each hound ; 

In rush’d the rousers of the deer ; 

They howl’d in melancholy sound, 

Then closely couch’d beside the Seer. 

No Ronald yet ; though midnight came, 

And sad were Moy’s prophetic dreams. 

As, bending o’er the dying flame. 

He fed the w^atch-fire’s quivering gleams. 

Sudden the hounds erect their ears, 

And sudden cease their moaning howl ; 

Close press’d to Moy, they mark their fears 
By shivering limbs and stifled growl. 

Untouch’d, the harp began to ring, 

As softly, slowly, oped the door ; 

And shook responsive every string, 

As light a footstep px'ess’d the floor. 

And by the watch-fire’s glimmering light, 

Close by the minstrel’s side was seen 
An huntress maid, in beauty bright, 

All dropping wet her robes of green. 

All dropping wet her garments seem ; 

Chill’d w’^as her cheek, her bosom bare, 

As, bending o’er the dying gleam, 

She wrung the moisture from her hair. 

With maiden blush, she softly said, 

O gentle huntsman, hast thou seen, 


X See Appendix, Note C, 3 Pihroeli~A piece of marthal nixisic, adapted to the Higb- 

^ full Highland dress, made of the chequered land bagpipe, 

stuti' so tenae d. 
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In deep Glenfinlas" moonlight glade, 

A lovely maid in vest of green : 

With her a Chief in Highland pride ; 

His shoulders bear the hunter’s bow. 

The mountain dirk adorns his side, 

Far on the wind his tartans flow ? ” — 

** And who art thou ? and who are they ? ” 

All ghastly gazing, Moy replied : 

" And why, beneath the moon’s pale ray. 

Dare ye thus roam Glenfinlas’ side 1 ” — 

Where wld Loch Katrine pours her tide. 

Blue, dark, and deep, round many an isle. 

Our father’s towers o’erhang her side, 

The castle of the bold G-lengyle. 

To chase the dun Glenfinlas deer, 

Our woodland course this morn we bore, 

And haply met, while wandering here, 

The son of great Macgiliianore. 

0 aid me, then, to seek the pair, 

Whom, loitering in the woods, 1 lost ; 

Alone, I dare net ve ture there, 

Where walks, they say, the shrieking ghost.” — 

Yes, many a shrieking ghost walks there j 
Then, first, my own sad vow to keep. 

Here will I pour my midnight prayer, 

Which still must rise when mortals sleep.” — 

0 first, for pity’s gentle sake. 

Guide a lone wanderer on her way ! 

For I must cross the haunted brake. 

And reach my father’s towers ere day.” — 

" First, three times tell each Ave~bead, 

And thrice a Pater-noster say ; 

Then kiss with me the holy rede ; 

So shall we safely wend our way.”— 

“ O shame to knighthood, strange and foul ! 

Go, doff the bonnet from thy brow, 

And shroud thee in the monkish cowl, 

Which best befits tby sullen vow. 

“ Not so, by high Dunlathmon’s fire, 

Thy heart was froze to love and joy, 

When gaily rung thy raptured lyre 
To wanton Morna’s melting eye.” 

Wild stared the minstrel’s eyes of flame, 

And liigh his sable locks arose, 

And q^uick his colour went and came. 

As fear and rage alternate rose. 
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Say, rode ye on the eddying smoke, 

Or sail’d ye on the midnight wind 5 

“ Not thine a race of mortal blood, 

Nor old Glengyle’s pretended line ; 

Thy dame, the Lady of the Flood — 

Thy sire, the Monarch of the Mine.” 

He mutter’d thrice St. Oran’s rhyme, 

And thrice St. Fillan’s powerful prayer;* 

Then turn’d him to the eastern clime, 

And sternly shook his coal-black hair. 

And, bending o’er his harp, he flung 
His wildest witch-notes on the wind ; 

And loud, and high, and strange, they rung. 

As many a magic change they find. 

Tall w’^ax’d the Spirit’s altering form, 

Till to the roof her stature grew ; 

Then, mingling with the rising storm, 

With one wild yell away she flew. 

Rain beats, hail rattles, wliirlwinds tear; 

The slender hut in fragments flew ; 

But not a lock of Moy’s loose hair 
Was waved by wind, or wet by dew. 

Wild mingling with the howling gale, 

Loud bursts of ghastly laughter rise ; 

High o’er the minstrel’s head they sail, 

And die amid the northern sides. 

The voice of thunder shook the wood, 

As ceased the more than mortal yell ; 

And, spattering foul, a shower of blood 
Upon the hissing firebrands fell. 

Next dropp’d from high a mangled arm ; 

The fingers strain’d an half-drawn blade ; 

And last, the life-blood streaming warm, 

Torn from the trunk, a gasping head. 

Oft o’er that head, in battling field, 

Stream’d the proud crest of high Benmor© ; 

That arm the broad claymore could wield, 

Which dyed the Teith with Saxon gore. 

Woe to Moneira’s sullen rills ! 

Woe to Glenfinlas’ dreary glen ! 

There never son of Albin’s hills 
Shall draw the hunter’s shaft agen 1 

E’en the tired pilgrim’s burning feet 
At noon shall shun that sheltering den. 

Lest, journeying in their rage, he meet 
The wayward Ladies of the Glen. 


And thou ! when by the blazing oak 
I lay, to her and love resign’d, 


1 See Appendix, Note B. 
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And we — behind the Chieftain’s shield, 
No more shall we in safety dwell; 
leads the people to the field — 
we the loud lament must swell. 


Lewis’s collection produced also what Scott justly calls 
his ‘ first serious attempts in verse;’ and of these the earliest 
appears to have been the Glcnfinlas. Here the scene is laid in 
the most fiivourite district of hivS favourite Perthshire High- 
lands ; and the Gaelic tradition on which it is founded was far 
more likely to draw out the secret strength of his genius, as 
well Jis to arrest the feelings of his countrymen, than any sub- 
ject with which the stores of German diablerie could have 
luppliedhira. It has been alleged, however, that the poet 


0 hone a rio’ I 0 Iiono a rie’ ! 

The pride of Albin’s line is o’er I 
Ami fall’ll Glenartney’s stateliest tree; 
Wo ne’er shall seo Lord Ronald more ! 


makes a German rise of his Scottish materials ; that the le- 
gend, as briefly told in the simple prose of his preface, is more 
affectmgih.im the lofty and sonorous stanzas themselves ; that 
the vague terror of the originaUlream loses, instead of gaining, 
by the expanded elaboration of the detail. There may bo 
something in these objections : hut no man can pretend to be 
an impartial critic of the piece which first awoke his own 
childish ear to the power of poetry and the melody of verse.'” 
— Life of Scott, yolAu \i. 2ii. 


APPENDIX 


Noth A. 

Bow blazed Lm'd Uonidd'eMlauc4ree.--^.t}f^. 

Thh fires lighted by the Highlanders, on the first of May, 
in compliance with a custom derived from the Pagan times, 
are termed The Beltane-tree^ It is a festival celebrated with 
various superstitious rites, both in the north of Scotland and 
in Wales. 


Note B. 

The seer's proyhei icRptrlU Of 

1 can only describe the second sight, by adopting Dr. John- 
son’s definition, who calls it “ An im]>ression, either by the 
mind upon the eye, or by the eye upon the mind, by which 
things distant and future arc perceived and seen as if they 
were present.” To which I would only add, that the spec- 
tral appearances, thus presented, usually presage misfortune ; 
that the faculty is painful to those wlio suppose they possess 
; and that they usually acquire it wldlc them.'-elves under 
the pressure of melancholy. 


Note C. 

Will good St Oran's rule prevail P— P. 580. 

St. Oran was a friend and follower of St. Coluraha, and was 
buried at leolmkill. His pretensions to he a saint were -ra- 
ther dubious. According to the legend, ho consented to be 
buried alive, in order to propitiate certain demons of the soil, 
who obstructed the attempts of Coluinba to build a chapel. 
Colurnha caused the body of his friend to be dug up, after 
three days had elapsed; when Oran, to the horror and scan- 
dal of the assistants, declared, that there was neither a God, 
a judgment, nor a future state! Ho had no time to make 
further discoveries, for Golumba caused the earth once more 
to be shovelled over him with the utmost despatch. The cha- 
pel, however, and thecemefry, was called Selig Ouranj and, 
In memory of his rigid celibacy, no female was permitted 
to pay her devotions, or be buried in that place. This is the 
rule alluded to in the poem. 


. . Note D. 

Ami thrice St Filhm's pmerful pragcr.’—V, 58.'). 

St. Fillan has given his name to many chapels, holy foun- 
tains, dec. in Scotland. He was, according to Gamerarius, an 
Abbot of Pittenweeni, in Fife ; from which situation he retired, 
and died a hermit in the wilds of Glenurchy, A.D. 6‘4fl, While 
engaged in transcribing the Scriptures, his left hand was ob- 
served to send forth such a splendour, as to afford light to 
that with which he wrote ; a miracle which saved many can- 
dles to the convent, as St. Fillan used to spend whole nights 
in that exercise. The 9th of January was dedicated to this 
saint, who gave his name to Kilfillan, in Benfrew, and St. 
Phillans, or Forgund, in Fife. Lesley, lib. 7 j tells us, that 
Robert the Bruce was posseasccl of Fillan ‘.s miraculons and 
luminous arm, which he enclosed in a silver shriue, and had 
it carried at the head of his army. Previous to the Battle of 
Bannockburn, the king’s chaplain, a man of little faith, ab- 
stracted the relict, and deposited it in a place of security, lest 
it should fall into the hands of the English. But, lo! while 
Robert was addressing his prayers to the empty casket, it was 
observed to open and shut suddenly ; and, on inspection, the 
saint was found to have himself deposited hi.s arm in the 
shrine as an assurance of victory. Such is the talc of Lesley. 
But though Bruce little needed that tlio arm of St. Fillan 
sliould assist his own, ho dedicated to him, in gratitude, a 
priory at Kiliin, upon Loch Tay. 

In the Scots Magazine for July, 1802, there Is a copy of a 
very curious crown grant, dated, llth July, 1487, by which 
James III. confirms, to .Malice Dnire, an inhabitant of Strath- 
fillau, in Perthshire, the peaceable exercise and enjoyment 
of a relic of St. Fillan, being apparently the head of a pasto- 
ral staff called the Quegrich, w'hich ho and his ]jredocossorH 
are said to have possessed since the days of 11(03011; Bruce. 
As the Quegrich was used to cui*e diseases, this document is 
probably the most anciunt patent ever granted for a quack 
medicine. The ingenious correspondent, by whom it is fur- 
nished, farther, observes, that additional particulars, concern- 
ing St. Fillan, are to he found in BkJj1.endf.n’55 7>Vj(’cc, Book 4, 
folio ccxiil, and in Penjvant’s 7b?^r in Scotland, 2772, pp. 
11, 15. 

See a note on the lines in the first canto of Mamion. . • . 

Thence to St. Fillan’s blessed well. 

Whose spring can frenzied d roams dispel. 

And the crazed brum restore,” &c.— Eir> 
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<ibe ot^t* SoJjit* 


Smatlho^me, or Smailholm Tower, the scene of 
the following ballad, is situated on the northern boun- 
daiy of Roxburghshire, among a cluster of wild rocks, 
called Sandiknow^ -Crags, the property of Hugh Scott, 
Esq. of Harden, [now Lord Polwarth.] The tower is 
a high square building, surrounded by an outer wall, 
now ruinous. The circuit of the outer court, being de- 
fended on three sides, by a precipice and morass, is ac- 
cessible only from the west, by a steep and rocky path. 
The apartments, as is usual in aBorder keep, or fortress, 
are placed one above another, and communicate by a 
narrow stair ; on the roof are two bartizans, or plat- 
forms, for defence or pleasure. The inner door of the 
tower is wood, the outer an iron gate ; the distance 
between them being nine feet, the thickness, namely, 
of the wall. From the elevated situation of Smayl- 
ho'me Tower, it is seen many miles in every direction. 
Among the crags by which it is surrounded, one, 
more eminent, is called the Wuicli/bld, and is said to 
have been the station of a beacon, in the times of 
war with England. Without the tow^er-court is a 
ruined chapel. Brotherstone is a heath, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Smaylho’me Tower. 

This ballad was first printed in Mr. Lewis’s Tales 
of Wofider, It is here published, with some additional 
illustrations, particularly an account of the battle of 
Ancram Moor ; which seemed proper in a w-ork upon 
Border antiquities. The catastrophe of the tale is 
founded upon a w'ell-known Irish tradition,- This 
ancient fortress and its vicinity formed the scene of 
the Editor’s infancy, and seemed to claim from him 
this attempt to celebrate them in a Border tale.^ 


THE EYE OF ST. JOHN. 

The Baron of Smaylho’me rose with day, 
He spurr’d his courser on, 

Without stop or stay, down the rocky w’ay, 
That leads to Brothemtone. 


He went not with the bold Buccleadi^ 

His banner broad to rear; 

He went not ’gainst the English yew. 

To lift the Scottish spear. 

Yet his plate-jack^ was braced, and his helmet w^as 
laced, 

And his vaunt-brace of proof he wore ; 

At his saddle-gerthe was a good steel sperthe, 

Pull ten pound w’eight and more. 

The Baron retuni’d in three daj’s space, 

And his looks were sad and sour; 

And weary was his courser’s pace, 

As he reach’d his rocky tow^er. 

He came not from w’herc Ancram Moors 
Ran red with English blood ; 

Where the Douglas true, and the bold Biie- 
eleueh, 

’Gainst keen Lord Evers stood. 

Yet was his helmet hack’d and liew’d, 

His acton pierced and tore. 

His axe and his dagger with blood imbrued, — 

But it was not English gore. 

He lighted at the Chapellage, 

He held him close and still ; 

And he whistled thrice for his little foot-page, 

His name was English Will. 

Come thou hither, ray little foot-page, 

Come hither to my Imee ; 

Though thou art young, and tender of ago, 

I think thou art true to me. 

Come, tell me all that thou hast seen, 

And look thou tell me true 1 
Since I from Smaylho’me tower have been. 

What did thy lady do 


1 “ This place 1 is rendered interesting to poetical readers^ that she bare the mark of it to her dying day. But the 
by its having been the residence, in early life, of Mr. Walter examples of cold arc more frequent ; as in that famous story 
Scott, who has celebrated it in his ‘ Eve of St. .Tohn.’ To it of Cuntius, when he touched the aim of a certain woman of 
he probably alludes in the introduction to the third canto of Pentoch, as she lay in her bed, he felt as cold as ice ; and .so 
Maxrnion. «3id the spirit’s claw to Anne Styles. ”~Sd. 1662, p. 135. 


‘ Then rise those crags, that mountain tower, 

Which charmed ,my fancy’s wakening hour.’ ” 

Seals Mag. IMareh, 1809- 

~ The following passage, in Dr. Henry Mork’s Appendijj 
to the Antidote, against Atheism, relates to a similar phenome- 
non i — “ I confess, that the bodies of devils may not be only 
warm, but siuclgingly liot, as it w'as in him that took one of 
Meiancthon’s relations by the hand, and so scorched her, 

s The farm-house in the immediate vieiiutv of Kmailholm. 


3 See the Introduction to the third canto of Marmiom 
“ It was a barren scene, and wild. 

Where naked cliffs were rudely piled; 

But ever and anon between 
Lay velvet tufts of softest green ; 

And well the lonely infant knew 

Beccsses where the wallflower grew,” dcc.—Es. 

^ The plate-jack is coat-armour *, the vaunt-brace, or wara- 
brace, armour for the body : the sx>erthe, a battlc-aNo. 

3 See Appendix, Note A. 
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My laily, each night, sought the lonely light, 

That burns on the wild Watchfold; 

For, fi-om height to height, the beacons bright 
Of the English foemen told. 

** The bittern clamour’d from the moss, 

The wind blew loud and shrill ; 

Yet the craggy pathway she did cross 
To the eiry Beacon Hill. 

“ I watch’d her steps, and silent came 
Where she sat her on a stone ; — 

No watchman stood by the dreary flame. 

It burned all alone. 

The second night I kept her in sight, 

Till to the fire she came, 

And, by Mary’s might ! an A rmed ICnight 
Stood by the lonely flame. 

And many a w^orcl that warliko lord 
Did speak to my lady there ; 

But the rain fell fast, and loud blew the blast, 

And I heard not what they wore. 

“ The tliird night there the sky was fair, 

And the mountain-blast was still, 

As again I watch’d the secret pair, 

On the lonesome Beacon Hill. 

And I heard her name the midnight hour. 

And name this holy eve ; 

And say, ‘ Come this night to thy lady’s bower ; 
Ask no bold Baron’s leave. 

^ He lifts Ills spear with the hold Buecleuch ; 

His lady is all alone ; 

The door she’ll undo, to her knight so true, 

On the eve of good St. John.’ — 

' I cannot come ; I must not come ; 

I dare not come to thee ; 

the eve of St. John I must wander alone : 

In thy bower I may not be.’ — 

‘ Now, out on thee, fainthearted knight! 

Thou shouldst not say me nay; 

the eve is sw^eet, and when lovers meet, 

Is worth the wdiole summer’s day. 

‘‘ And 111 chain the hlood-hound, and the warder 
shall not sound, 

And rushes shall he strew’d on the stair; 


So, by the black rooil-stune,’ and by holy St. John, 

I conjure thee, my love, to be there !’ — 

« ^ Though the blood-hound be mute, and the rush 
beneath my foot, 

And the warder his bugle should not blow, 

Yet there sleepeth a priest in the chamber to the aast. 
And my footstep he would know.’ — 

^ 0 fear not the priest, who sleepeth to the east ! 

For to Dryhurgh^ the w^ay he has ta’en ; 

And there to say mass, till three days do pass, 

For the soul of a knight that is slayne,’ — > 

He turn’d him around, and grimly he frown’d ; 
Then lie laugh’d right scornfully — 

‘ He who says the mass-rite for the soul of that knight, 
May as well say mass ibr mo : 

^ At the lone midnight hour, when bad spirits have 
power, 

In thy chamber will I be.’ — 

With that he was gone, and my lady left alone, 

And no more did I see.” 

Then changed, I trow, was that bold Baron’s biw, 
From the dark to the blood-red high 
Now, tell me the mien of the knight thou hast seen, 
For, by Mary, he shall die I”— 

His arms shone full bright, in the beacon’s red light; 
His plume it was scarlet and blue ; 

On his shield was a hound, in a silver leash hound, 
And his crest was a branch of the yew.” — 

“ Thou liest, thou best, thou little foot-page, 

Loud dost thou lie to me 1 
For that knight is cold, and low laid in the mould, 
All under the Eiidoii-tree.’’ — ® 

Yet hear but my w^ord, my noble lord! 

For I beard her name his name ; 

! And that lady bright, she called the knight 
Sir Richard of Coldingliame.” — 

The bold Baron’s brow then changed, 1 trow, 

From high blood-red to pale — 

The grave is deep and dark — and the corpse k stiiV 
and stark — 

So I may not trust thy talc. 

Where fair Tweed flows round holy Melrose, 

And Eildon slopes to the plain, 


1 The hlack-rood of Melrose vras a crucifix of black mar- mains were ultimately xepre.sentod by Sir Walter Scott, whose 

blc, and of superior sanctity. remains now repose in the cemetery at Dryburgh.-“Ei>.] 

2 Bryburgh Abbey is beautifully situated on the banks of 3 Eildon is a high hill, terminating in three conical sum- 
the Tweed. After its dissolution, it became the property of mits, immediately above the town of Melrose, where are the 
the Hallibxirtons of Newraains, and is now the seat of the admired ruins of a mafiniiicetU, monastery. Eildon-troc if- 
Bight Honourable the Earl of Buchan. It belonged to the said to be the spot whore Thomas the Rhymer uttered his 
order of Premonstratensos —[The ancient Barons of New- prophecies. Sec aide, p. 57a 







! ' r,i TN ^ .H".* ir V ’ rpi .• fr r- 'm , 


CONTEIBUTIONS TO MINSTRELSY. 


Full three nights ago, by some secret foe 
That gay glliant was slain. 


Alas ! away, away !” she cried, 

For the holy Virgin’s sake !”*•— 
Lady, I know who sleeps by thy side? 
But, lady, he will not awake. 


The varying light deceived thy sight, 

And the v;dld winds drown’d the name ; 

For the Dryburgh bells ring, and the white monks 
dosing, 

For Sir Richard of Coldinghame!” 


" By Eildon-tree, for long nights three, 

In bloody grave have 1 Iain ; 

The mass and the death-prayer are said for me, 
But, lady, they are said in vain. 


lie pass’d the court-gate, and he oped the tow'er-gate, 
And he mounted the narrow stair, 

To the bartizan-seat, where, with maids thaton her wait, 
He found his lady fair. 


" By the Baron’s brand, near Tweed’s ikir 
strand. 

Most foully slain, I fell ; 

And my restless sprite on the beacon’s height. 
For a space is doom’d to dwell. 


That lady sat in mournful mood ; 

Look’d over hill and vale ; 

Over Tweed’s fair flood, and Mertoun’s^ 
And all down Teviotdale* 


At our trysting-place,® for a certain space, 

1 must wander to and fro ; 

But I had not had power to come to thy bower 
Had’st thou not conjured me so.” — 


^ Now hail, now hail, thou lady bright 
Now hail, thou Baron true I 
What news, what news, from Ancram fight I 
What news from the hold Buecieueh V ’ — 


Love master’d fear — ^her brow she cross’d 
How, Richard, hast thou sped ? 

And art thou saved, or art thou lost ?” — 
The vision shook his head ! 


The Ancram Moor is red with gore, 

B'or many a southron fell ; 

And Buccleiich has charged us, evermorej 
To watch our beacons well.” — 


‘‘ Who spilleth life, shall forfeit life 
So hid thy lord believe : 

That lawless love is guilt above, 
This awful sign receive.” 


The lady blush’d red, but nothing she said: 

Nor added the Baron a word : 

Tlien she stepp’d down the stair to her chamber fair, 
And so did her moody lord. 


He laid his left palm on an oaken beam ; 

His right upon her hand ; 

The lady shrunk, and fainting sunk, 

For it scorch’d like a fiery brand. 


fn sleep the lady mourn’d, and the Baron toss’d and 
turn’d, 

And oft to himself he said, — 

The w’orms around him creep, and his bloody grave 
is deep . • . • . 

It cannot give up the dead ! ” — 


The sable score, of fingers four, 
Remains on that board impress'd 
And for evermore that lady wore 
A covering on her wrist. 


There is a nun in Dryburgh bower, 
Ne’er looks upon the sun ; 

There is a monk in MelroSe tower, 
He speaketh word to none. 


It was near the ringing of matin-bell, 
The night was wellnigh done, 

When a heavy sleep on that Baron fell 
On the eve of good St. John. 


That nun, who ne’er beholds the day, ^ 
That monk, who speaks to none— 
That nun was Smaylho’me’s Lady gay, 
That monk the bold Baron. 


The lady look’d through the chamber fair, 
By the light of a dying flame ; 

And she was aw’are of a knight stood there- 
Sir Richard of Coldinghame I 


tery was never touched with more thrilling skill than in that 
noble ballad. It is the first of his original pieces, too, in 
which he uses the measure of his own favourite Minstrels ; a 
measure which the monotony of mediocrity had long and suc- 
cessfully been labouring to degrade, hut in itself adequate to 
the expression of the highest thoughts, as well as the gentlest 
emotions; and capable, in fit hands, of as rich a variety of 
music as any other of modem times. This was written at 
Mertoun-hbnse in the autumn of 1799.*~X?/e of Scott, voi. ii 
p. 26. So© ante, p. 566. 


J Mertoun is the beautiful seat of Lord Polwarth, 

S' Trpsting--pIace~-'Blace of rendezvous, 
j 3 See Appendix, Note B- 

The next of these compositions was, I believe, the Eve of 
St. John, in which Scott repeoples the tower of Smailholra, 
the awe-inspiring haunt of his infancy ; and here he touches, 
for the first time, the one superstition which can still be ap- 
pealed to with Ml and perfect effect; the only one which 
lingers in. minds long since weaned from all sympathy with 
the machinery of witches and goblins. And surely this mys- 
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APPENDIX 


, Note A. " 

BATTLE OP ANCBAM MOOR . — P. 502. 

Lord Evkrs, and Sir Briaa Latoun, during tho year 1544» 
committed tlie most dreadful ravages upon the Scottish fron- 
tiers, compelling most of the inhabitants, and especially the 
men of Liddesdale, to take assurance under the liing of Eng- 
land- Upon the 17th November, in that year, the sum total 
of their depredations stood thus, in the bloody ledger of Lord 
Evers:— 


Towns, towers, barnelcyiiea, pnryshc churches, hastill 


houses, burned and destroyed, 


102 

Scots slain, . « * • 


403 

Prisoners taken, , . • 


ait; 

Nolt (cattle), . * 



Shepe, . . . 


12,402 

Nags and geldings, . . . 


1206 

Gayt, , . , . . 


200 

Bolls of corn, , * 


850 

Insight gear, &c. (furrnture) an incalculable quantity. 


Murdin’s S'taHs Papers, vol. i. p. 51. 


For these services Sir I?.alph Evers was made a Lord of Par- 
liament* See a strain of exulting congratulation upon his 
promotion poured forth hy some contcraponiry minstrel, in 
vol. 1 . p. 417. 

The King of England had promised to these two barons a 
feudal grant of tho country, which they had thus reduced to 
a desert ; upon hearing which, Archihald Douglas, the seventh 
Earl of Angus, is said to have sworn to write the deed of in- 
vestiture upon their skins, with sharp pens and bloody ink, in 
resentment for their having defaced the tombs of his ances- 
tors at Melrose.—God.vcni/?. In 1546, Lord Evers and Latoun 
again entered Scotland, with an army coiusisting of 3000 mer- 
cenaries, 1500 English Borderers, and 700 assured Scottish 
men, chiefly Armstrongs, Turnbulls, and other broken clans. 
In this second incursion, tho English generals even exceeded 
their former cruelty. Evers burned the tow'cr of Broomhouse, 
with its lady, (a noble and aged woman, says Lesley) and her 
whole family. The English penetrated as far as Melrose, 
which they had destroyed last year, and Avhich they now 
again pillaged. As they returned towards Jedburgh, they 
were folio wed by Angus at the head of 1000 horse, who was 
shortly after joined by the famous Norman X.esley, with a 
body of Fife-men. The English, being probably un willing to 
cross tho Teviot while the Scots hung upon their rear, halted 
upon Ancram Moor, above the village of that name ; and the 
Scottish general was deliberating whether to advance or re- 
tire, when Sir Walter Scott, i of Bucclcuch, came up at full 
speed with a small hut chosen body of his retainers, the rest 
of whom were near at.hand. By the advice of this experienced 


1 The Editor has found no instance upon record, of this 
family having taken assurance w'ith England. Hence, they 
usually suffered dreadfully from the English forays. In August 
1544, (tho year preceding the battle,) tlie whole land.s belong- 
ing po Buccleuch, in West Teviotdale, were harried by Evers; 
the outworks, or barmkin, of the tower of Branxholm burned; 
eight Scotts slain, thirty made prisoners, and an immense 
prey of horses, cattle, and sheep, carried off. The lands upon 
Kale Water, belonging to tho same chieftain, were also 
plundered, and much spoil obtained ; 30 Scotts slain, and the 
Moss Tower {a fortress near Eckford) smoked vnry sore. Thus 


warrior (to whose conduct Pitscottie and Buchanan ascribe 
the success of the engagement), Angus withdrew from th.® 
height which he occupied, and drew up his forces behind it, 
upon a piece of low flat ground, called Panier-heugh, or 
Paniel-heugh. The spare horses being sent to an eminence 
in their rear, appeared to the English to he the main body of 
the Scots in the act of flight. Under this pexsnasion, Evers 
and Latoun hurried precipitately forward, and having as- 
cended the hill, which their foes had abandoned, were no less 
dismayed than astonished to And the phalanx of Scottish 
spearmen drawn up, in Arm array upon the flat ground be- 
low. The Scots in their turn became the assailants. A heron, 
roused from the marshes by the tumult, soared away betwixt 
the encountering armies: “0 3” exclaimed Angus, “that I 
had here my White goss-hawk, that we might nil yoke at 
once!”-— The English, breathless and fatigued, 
having the setting sun and wind full in their faces, w^ere un- 
able to withstand the resolute and desperate charge of the 
Scottish Mnees. No sooner had tliey begun to waver, than 
their own allies, the assured Borderers, wlio had been waiting 
the event, threw aside their red crosses, and, joining their 
countrymen, made a mast merciless slaughter among the 
English fugitives, the pursuers calling upon each other to 
“remember Broomhouse 1 “—Lr.hlky, p. 47d- 

In the battle fell Lord Evers, and his son, together with Sir 
Brian Latoun, and 800 Englishmen, many of whom were per- 
sons of rank. A thousand prisoners were taken. Among 
these was a patriotic alderman of London, Bead by name, 
who, having contumaciously refused to pay his portion of a 
benevolence, demanded from the city by Henry VHL, was 
sent by royal authority to serve against the Scots. Thesej at 
settling his ransom, he found still more exorbitant in their 
exactions than the monarch.— Rbdpath’s Jiorder MU'tory, 
^. 563 . 

Evers was much regretted by King Henry, who swore to 
I avenge his death upon Angus, against whom he conceived 
j himself to have particular grounds of resentment, on account 
I of favours received by the earl at his hands. The answer of 
I Angus was worthy of a Douglas: “ Is our brother-in-law of- 
I fended,”" said ho, “ that I, as a good Scotsman, have avenged 
: my ravaged country, and tho defaced tombs of my ancestors, 
upon Ralph levers ? They were better men than he, and I 
was hound to do no less— and.will he take my life for that ? 
Little knows King Henry the skirts of Kirnctable ; 3 I can 
keep myself there against all his English host.”— Godscroft. 

Such was the noted battle of Ancram Moor. The spot, on 
; which it was fought, is called Lilyard's Edge, from an Ama- 
zonian Scottish woman of that name, who is reported, by tra- 
dition, to have distinguished herself in the same manner as 
Squire Witherington.'**^ Tiie old people iwint out her monu- 
ment, now broken and defaced. The inscription is said to 
have been legible within this century, and to have run thus : 


Buccleuch had a long account to settle at Ancram Moor.— 
Murdin’s State Papirs, pp. 45, 4G. 

2 Angus had married the widow of James IV., sister to 
King Henry VIII. 

3 Kimetablo, now called Cairntahle, is a mountainous tract 
at tho head of Douglasdale. [See Notes to Castle Dangerous, 
Wavcrlcy Novels, vol. xlvii.] 

4 Sec Chevy Chase. 
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** Fair maiden Lylliard lic“« uiulcr this stune. 

Little was her stature, hut great was her fame ; 

Upon the English louns she laid mony thumps, 

And, when her legs were cutted off, she fought upon her 
stumps.” 

Yido Account of iM Parish of 3Mro$e, 

It appears, from a passage in Stowe, that an ancestor of 
Lord Evers held also a grant of Scottish lands from an Eng- 
lish monarch, I have seen,” says the historian, “ under 
the hroad-seale of the said King Edward L, a manor, called 
Ketnes, in the county of Forfare, in Scotland, and neere the 
furthest part of the same nation northward, given to John 
Ure and his heixes, ancestor to the Lord Ure, that now is, for 
his service done in these partes, with market, dec. dated at 
Laneicost, the 20th day of October, anno regis, 34.”~Stowjb’s 
Annuls, p. 210. This grant, like that of Henry, must have 
been dangerous to the receiver. 


female wanderer took up her residence in a dark vault, among 
the ruins of Brjburgh Abhey, which, during the day, she 
never quitted. When night fell, she issued from this misera- 
ble habitation, and went to the house of Mr. Haliburton of 
Newmains, the Editor’s great-grandfather, or to that of Mr. 
Erskine of Sheilfield, two gentlemen of the neighbourhood. 
From their charity, she obtained such necessaries as she could 
be prevailed upon to accept. At twelve, each night, she 
lighted her candle, and returned to her vault, assuring her 
friendly neighbours, that, during her absence, her habitation 
was arranged by a spirit, to whom she gave the uncouth name 
of Fatlips; describing him as a little man, wearing heavy iron 
shoes, with which he trampled the clay floor of the vault, to 
dispel the damps. This circumstance caused her to bo re- 
garded, by the well-informed, with compassion, as deranged 
in her understanding ; and by the vulgar, with some degree of 
terror. The cause of her adopting this extraordinary mode of 
life she would never explain. It was, however, believed to 
have been occasioned by a vow, that, during the absence of a 
man to whom she was attached, she would never look upon the 
sun. Her lover never returned. He fell during the civil war 
of 1745-6, and she never more would behold the light of day. 

The vault, or rather dungeon, in which this unfortunate 
woman lived and died, passes still by the name of the super- 
natural being, with which its gloom was tenanted by her dis- 
turbed imagination, and few of the neiglibouring peasants 
dare ent^ it by night. — 1863. 


Note B. 


That mm who ne'er beholds the dap.—P. 593, 


The circumstance of the nun, “ who never saw the day,” is 
not entirely imaginary. About fifty years ago, an unfortunate 


The rains of Cadyow, or Cadzow Castle, the an- 
cient baronial residence of the family of Hamilton, 
are situated upon the jirecipitous banks of the river 
Evan, about two miles above its junction with the 
Clyde. It was dismantled, in the conclusion of the 
Civil Wars, during the reign of the unfortunate Mary, 
to whose cause the house of Hamilton devoted them- 
selves with a generous zeal, which occasioned their 
temporary obscurity, and, very nearly, their total 
ruin. The situation of the ruins, embosomed in wood, 
darkened by ivy and creeping shrubs, and overhanging 
the brawling torrent, is I’omantie in the highest de- 
gree. In the immediate vicinity of Cadyow is a grove 
of immense oaks, the remains of the Caledonian Fo- 
rest, which anciently extended through the south of 
Scotland, from the eastern to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Some of these trees measure twenty-five feet, and 
upwards, in circumference ; and the state of decay, 
in which they now appear, shows that they have wit- 
nessed the rites of the Druids. The wdiole scenery is 
included in the magnificent and extensive park of the 
Duke of Hamilton. There was long preserved in this 
forest the breed of the Scottish wild cattle, until 


their ferocity occasioned their being extirpated, about 
forty years ago.^ Their appearance was beautiful, 
being milk-white, with black muzzles, horns, and 
hoofs. The bulls are described by ancient authors as 
having white manes ; hut those of latter days had 
lost that peculiarity, perhaps by intermixture with 
the tame breed. 2 

In detailing the death of the Regent Murray, which 
is made the subject of the following ballad, it would 
be injustice to my I’eader to use other w^ords than 
those of Dr. Robertson, whose account of that me- 
morable event forms a beautiful piece of historical 
painting. 

Hamilton of Bothwellhaugli w^as the person who 
committed this barbarous action. He had been con- 
demned to death soon after the battle of Langside, as 
we have already related, and owed his life to the Re- 
gent’s clemency. But part of his estate had been 
bestowed upon one of the Regent’s favourites,^ who 
seized liis house, and turned out his wife, naked, in a 
cold night, into the open fields, where, before next 
morning, she became furiously mad. This injury 
made a deeper impression on him than the benefit he 


I The breed had not been entirely extirpated. There re- 
mained certainly a magnificent herd of these cattle inCqdyow 
Forest within these few years. 1833.-- En. 


are still to be seen at Chillingham Castle, in Northumberland. 
For their nature and ferocity, see Notes. 

3 This was Sir James Bellenden, Lord Justice-Clerk, whose 
shameful and inhuman rapacity occasioned the catastrophe 
in the text.— S pottiswoode. 


® They were formerly kept in the park at Drumlanrig, and 
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had .'eceived, and from that moment he vowed to be 
re verged of the R«.‘gont, Party rage strengthened 
and iriflanied his private resentment. Ilis kinsmen, 
the Hamiltons, applauded the enterprise. The maxims 
of that age justified the most desperate course he 
could take to obtain vengeance. lie followed the Re- 
gent for some time, and watched for an opportunity 
to strike the blow. He resolved at last to wait till 
his enemy should arrive at Linlithgow, through which 
he was to pass in his w'ay from Stirling to Edinburgh. 
He took his stand in a wooden gallery,* which had a 
window towards the street ; spread a feather-bed on 
the floor to hinder the noise of his feet from being 
heard hung up a black cloth behind him, that his 
shadow might not he observed from without; and, 
after all this preparation, calmly expected the Regent’s 
approach, who had lodged, during the night, in a 
house not far distant. Some indistinct information 
of the danger which threatened him had been con- 
veyed to the Regent, and ho paid so much regard to 
it, that he resolved to return by the same gate through 
which he had entered, and to fetch a compass round 
the town. But, as the crowd about the gite was 
great, and he himself unacquainted with fear, he pro- 
ceeded directly along the street ; and the throng of 
people obliging him to move very slowly, gave the 
assassin time to take so true an aim, that he shot him, 
with a single bullet, through the lower part of his 
belly, and killed the horse of a gentleman who rode on 
his other side. His followers instantly endeavoured 
to break into the house whence the blow had come ; 
but they found the door strongly barricadoed, and, 
before it could be forced open, Hamilton had mounted 
a fleet horse, ^ which stood ready for him at a back 
passage, and was got far beyond their reach. The 
Regent died the same night of his wound .” — History 
of Scotland, book v. 

Bothwellhaugh rode straight to Hamilton, where 
he was received in triumph ; for the ashes of the houses 
in Clydesdale, which had been burned by Murray’s 
army, were yet smoldng ; and party prejudice, the 
habits of the age, and the enormity of the provocation, 
seemed to his kinsmen to justify the deed. After a 
short abode at Hamilton, this fierce and determined 
man left Scotland, and served in France, under the , 
patronage of the family of Guise, to whom he was 
doubtless recommended by having avenged the cause 
of their niece, Queen Mary, upon her ungrateful 
brother. Be Thou has recorded, that an attempt was 
made to engage him to assassinate Gaspar de Coligni, 
the famous Admiral of France, and the buckler of the 
Huguenot cause. But the character of Bothwell- 
haugh was mistaken. He was no mercenary trader 
in blood, and rejected the offer with contempt and 


1 This pxoj ecting gallery is still shown. The house to which 
it was attached was the property of the Archbishop of St. An- 
drews, a natural hrotner to the Duke of Chatelherault, and 
uncle to Bothwellhaugh. This, among many other circum- 
stances, seems to evince the aid which Bothwellhaugh rc- 
<«!ived from his clan in effecting his purpose. 


indignation. He had no authority, he said, from 
Scotland to commit mxmders in France ; he had 
avenged his own just quarrel, but he would neither, 
for pri.ee nor prayer, avenge that of another man. — 
Thmnv^, cap. 4G. 

The Regent’s death happened 23d January, 1569, 
It is applauded or stigmatized, by contemporary his- 
torians, according to their religious or party preju- 
dices. The triumph of Blackwood is unbounded. 
He not only extols the pious feat of Bothwellhaugh, 
who,” he observes, satisfied, with a single ounce 
of lead, him whose sacrilegious avarice had stripped 
the metropolitan church of St. Andrews of its cover- 
ing;” but he ascribes it to immediate divine inspira- 
tion, and the escape of Hamilton to little less than 
the miraculous interference of the Deity. — J ebb, vol. 
ii. p. 263. With equal injustice, it was, by others, made 
the ground of a general national reflection ; for, when 
Mather urged Bcrney to assassinate Burleigh, and 
quoted the examples of Poltrot and Bothwellhaugh, 
the other conspirator answered, that noyther Pol- 
trot nor Hambleton did attempt their enterpryse, 
without some reason or consideration to load them to 
it ; as the one, by byre, and promise of preferment or 
rewarde ; the other, upon desperate mind of revenge, 
for a lyttle wrong done unto him, as the report goethe, 
according to the vylo trayterous dysposysyon of the 
hoole natyon of the Scottes.” — MuRDiN’s^SiSa^tf Papers* 
vol. i. p. 197. 


CADYOW CASTLE. 

ADDRESSED TO 

THE RIGHT HONOUr.ASl,K 

LADY ANNE .HAMILTON. 3 

When princely Hamilton’s abode 
Ennobled Cadyow’s Gothic towers, 
The song went round, the goblet flow’d, 
And revel sped the laughing hours. 

Then, thrilling to the harp’s gay sound. 
So sweetly rung each vaulted wall. 
And echoed light the dancer s bound, 

As mirth and music cheer’d the hall. 

But Cadyow^’s towers, in ruins laid, 

And vaults, by ivy mantled o’er, 

Thrill to the music of the shade, 

Or echo Evan’s hoarser roar. 


2 The gift of Lord John Hamilton, Coxnmandator of Ar- 
broath. 

3 Eldest daughter of Archibald, ninth Duke of Hamiitou, 

-Ed..' . 
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Yet still j of Cadyow’s faded famej 
You bid me tell a minstrel tale. 

And tune my harp, of Border frame^ 

On tbe wild banks of Evandale. 

For thou, from scenes of courtly pride. 

From pleasure's lighter scenes, canst turn, 
To draw oblivion^s pall aside, 

And mark the long-forgotten urn. 

Then, noble maid ! at thy command, 

Again the crumbled halls shall rise ; 

Lo I as on Evan’s banks we stand, 

The past returns— -the present flies. 

Where, with the rock’s wood cover’d side, 
Were blended late the ruins green, 

Rise turrets in fantastic pride, 

And feudal banners flaunt between : 

Where the rude torrent’s brawling course 
Was shagg’d with thorn and tangling sloe. 
The ashler buttress braves its force, 

And ramparts frown in battled row% 

’Tis night — the shade of keep and spire 
Obscurely dance on Evan’s stream ; 

And on tbe w^ave the warder’s fire 
Is chequering the moonlight beam. 

Fades slow’ their light ; the east is grey ; 

The w’eary w’arder leaves his tower ; 

Steeds snort; uncoupled stag-hounds bay, 
And merry hunters quit the bower. 

The drawbridge falls — they hurry out — 
Clatters each plank and s winging chain, 
As, dashing o’er, the jovial rout 

Urge the shy steed, and slack the rein. 

First of his troop, the Chief rode on 
His shouting merry-men throng behind ; 
The steed of princely Hamilton 

Was fleeter than the mountain wind. 

From the thick copse the roebucks bound, 
The startled red-deer scuds the plain, 

For the hoarse bugle’s w’arrior-sound 
Has roused their mountain haunts again. 

Through the huge oaks of Evandale, 

Wliose limbs a thousand years have worn. 
What sullen roar comes down the gale. 

And drowns the hunter’s pealing hoim ? 


1 Tbe head of the fimiily of Hamilton, at this period, was 
James, Earl of Arran, Duke of Chatelheranlt, in France, aud 
first peer of the Scottish realm. In 1509, he was appointed 
by Queen Mary her lientenant-general in Scotland, under the 
giiigniar title of her adopted father. 


M7 

Mightiest of all the beasts of chase, 

That roam in woody Caledon, 

Crashing the forest in his race* 

The Mountain Bull comes thundering on. 

Fierce, on the hunter’s quiver’d band. 

He rolls his eyes of swarthy glow. 

Spurns, with black hoof and horn, the sand. 

And tosses high his mane of snow’. 

Aim’d well, the Chieftain’s lance has flown ; 

Struggling in blood the savage lies ; 

His roar is sunk in hollow groan — 

Sound, merry huntsmen ! sound the pr^sg ! * 

’Tis noon — against the knotted oak 
Tbe hunters rest the idle spear ; 

Curls through the trees the slender smoke, 

Where yeomen dight the w’oodland cheer. 

Proudly the Chieftain mark’d his elan, 

On greenw’ood lap all careless thrown, 

Y et miss’d his eye the boldest man 
That bore the name of Hamilton. 

Why fills not Botliw'ellhaiigh his place. 

Still wont our w’eal and w’oe to share ? 

W^hy comes he not our sport to grace 1 
Why shares he not our hunter’s fare I " — 

Stem Claud I’eplied,^ wdth darkening facj 
(Grey Paisley’s haughty lord w’as lie,) 

“ At merry feast, or buxom chase, 

No more the w’arrior wilt thou see. 

“ Few suns have set since Woodhouselee^ 

Saw Botluvellhaugli’s bright goblets foair. 

W^hen to his hearths, in social glee. 

The war-w’orn soldier turn’d him home. 

There, wan from her maternal throes. 

His Mai’garet, beautiful and mild, 

Sate in her bower, a pallid rose. 

And peaceful nursed her new-born child. 

0 change accursed ! past are those days ; 

False Murray’s ruthless spoilers came, 

And, for the hearth’s domestic blaze, 

Ascends destruction’s volumed flame. 

What sheeted phantom w’anders wild, 

Where mountain Eske through woodland 
Her arms enfold a shadowy child — 

Oh ! is it she, the pallid rose 2 


3 See Appendix, Note .A. 
3 See Appendix, Note B 
* See Appendix, Note Z. 
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“ Tlje wiUler’d traveller sees Iier glide, 

And hears her foeblo voice with awe — 

‘ Revenge/ she cries, ^ on Murray’s pride ! 
And woe for injured Bothwellhaugh T ” 

He ceased— and cries of rage and grief 
Burst mingling from the kindred band, 
And half arose the kindling Chief, 

And half unsheathed his Arran brand. 

But who, o’er bush, o’er stream and rock. 
Rides headlong, with resistless speed, 
Whose bloody poniard’s frantic stroke 
Drives to the leap his jaded steed 

Whose cheek is pale,, whose eyeballs glare, 
As one some vision’d sight that saw. 
Whose hands arc bloody, loose his hair ? — 
’Tis he ! ’tis ho ! ’tis Bothwellhaugh. 

Fi'om gory selle," and reeling steed, 

Sprung the herco horseman with a bound, 
And, reeking from the recent deed, 

He dash’d his carbine on the ground. 

Sternly he spoke— ’Tis sweet to hear 
In good greenwood the bugle blown, 

But sweeter to Revenge’s ear. 

To drink a tyrant’s dying groan. 

« Your slaughter’d quarry proudly trode, 

At dawning morn, o’er dale and down, 
But prouder base-born MuxTay rode 
Through old Linlithgow’s crowded towm. 

From the wild Border’s humbled side, ^ 
In haughty triumph marched he. 

While Knox relax’d his bigot pride, 

And smiled, the traitorous pomp to see, 

“ But can stern Power, \rith all his vaunt, 
Or Pomp, with ail her courtly glare. 

The settled heart of Vengeance daunt, 

Or change the purpose of Despair ? 

" With hackbut bent/ my secret stand, 
Dark as the purposed deed, I chose, 

And mark’d, where, mingling in his band, 
Troop’d Scottish pikes and English bows. 

Dai'k Morton,® girt with many a spear. 
Murder’s foul minion, led the van ; 

And clash’d their broadswords in the i-ear 
The wild Macfarlanos’ plaided clan.® 


1 See Appendix, Note D. 

» MZe-— Saddle. A word used by Spenser, and otner an- 
cient authors. 

3 See Appendix, Note E, 4 Ibid, Note P. 

5 Of this noted person, it is enough to say, that he was ac- 


** Glcncaim and stout ParkhcacH were nigh, 
Obsequious at their Regent’s rein. 

And haggard Lindesay’s iron eye, 

That saw fair Mary weep in vain.® 

“ ’Mid pennon’d spears, a steely grove, 
Proud Murray’s plumage floated high ; 
Scarce could his trampling charger move, 

So close the minions crowded nigh.® 

" From the raised vizor’s shade, his eye, 
Dark-rolling, glanced the ranks along, 
And his steel truncheon, weaved on higli, 
Seem’d marshalling the iron throng. 

" But yet his sadden’d brow confess’d 
A passing shade of doubt and awe ; 

Some fiend was wbispering in his bi’oast ; 

‘ Bewwo of injured Bothwoiihaugh I’ 

The death-shot parts — the charger springs 
Wild rises tunuiit’s startling roar ! 

And Murray’s plumy helmet rings — 

— Rings on the ground, to lisc no more. 

What joy the raptured youth can feel, 

To hear her love the loved one tell — 

Or he, who broaches on his steel 
The wolf, by whom his infant fell ! 

But dearer to my injured eye 
To see in dust proud Murray roll ; 

And mine w’as ten times trebled joy, 

To hear him groan his felon soul. 

My Margaret’s spccti'e glided near ; 

With pride her bleeding victim saw ; 

And shriek’d in his death-deafen’d ear, 

‘ Remember injured Bothwellhaugh !’ 

Then speed thee, noble Chatleraiilt I 
Spread to the wind thy banner’d tree ! ^ - 
Each w^arrior bend his Clydesdale bow ! — 
MuiTay is fail’n, and Scotland fi’ee !” 

Vaults every ^varrior to his steed ; 

Loud bugles join their wild acclaim — 
Murray is fail’n, and Scotland freed ! 
Couch, Arran I couch thy spear of flame 

But, see ! the minstrel vision fails — 

The glimmering spears ai"o seen no more ; 
The shouts of war die on the gales, 

Or sink in Evan’s lonely roar. 


tive in the murder of David Bizzio, and at least pri \7 to tlist 
ofDarnley. 

3 See Appendix, Note G. 7 Ibid, Note H. 

8 See Apiicndix, Note I. 9 Ibid, Note K. 

io An oak, halt-sawn, with the motto through^ is an ancient 
cognizance of the family of llamiltou. 
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For tlio loud bugle, pealing Iiigh, 

The blackbird whistles dovni the vale. 
And sunk in ivied mins lie 
The banner’d towers of Evandale. 

For Chiefs, intent on bloody deed. 

And Vengeance shouting o’er the slain, 


“ Scott spent the Christmas of 1801 at Hamilton Palace, 
in Lanarkshire. To Lady Anne Hamilton he had been intro- 
duced by her friend, Lady Charlotte Campbell, and both the 
late and the present Dukes of Hamilton appear to have par- 
taken of Lady Anne’s admiration for Glenfinlas, and the Eve 
of St. John. A morning’s ramble to the majestic ruins of the 
old baronial castle on the precipitous hanks of the Evan, and 
among the adjoining remains of the primeval Caledonian fo- 
rest, suggested to him a ballad, not inferior in execution to 
any that he had hitherto produced, and especially interesting 
as the first in which he grapples with the world of picturesque 
incident unfolded in the authentie annals of Scotland. With 
the magnificent localities before him, he skilfully interwove 
the daring assassination of the Regent Murray by one of the 
clansmen of “ the princely Hamilton.” Had the subject been 
taken up in after years, we might liave had another Maimion 
or Heart of Mid-Lothian ; for in Cadyow Castle we have 
the materials and outline of more than one of the noblest 
ballads. 

“ About two years before this piece began to be bande d about 
in Edinburgh, Thomas Campbell had made his appearance 
there* and at once seized a high place in the literary world by 


liO ! high-born Beauty rules the steed, 
Or graceful guides the silken rein. 

And long may Peace and Pleasure own 
The maids who list the minstrel’s tale ; 
Nor e’er a ruder guest be known 
On the fair banks of Evandale I 


his ‘ Pleasures of Hope.’ Among the most eager to welcome 
him had been Scott ; and I find the brother-bard thus express, 
ing himself concerning the MS. of Cadyow 
“ * The verses of Cadyow Castle are perpetually ringing in 
ray imagination-^ 

* WTiere, mightiest of the beasts of chase 
That roam in woody Caledon, 

Crashing the forest in his race, 

The mountain bull comes thundering on—’ 

and the arrival of Hamilton, when 

‘ Reeking from the recent deed, 

He dash’d his carbine on the ground.’ 

I have repeated these lines so often on the North Bridge, that 
the whole fraternity of coachmen know me by tongue as I 
pass. To be sure, to a mind in sober, serious street-walking 
humour, it must hear an appearance of lunacy when one 
stamps with the hurried pace and fervent shake of the head, 
which strong, pithy poetry excites.’”— L/yi’ of Scotty vol. ii. p 
77. 


APPENDIX. 


Note A. 

-sound the prysef—'P. 597. 


Pry, ?e— The note blown at the death of the game . — In Ca- 
ledonia olim frt'.qums emt sylvcstris quMam bos, mine vero 
rarior, qiii, colore eamUdissimo, Jubani densam et demissam 
instar leonis gestat, truculentus ac/mts ab Mmanogmere ub- 
Jiorrens, ut quceaimqm homines vel manibus contreetdrint, vel 
halltu perflaverint, ab iis midtos post dies omnino abstinnerimt 
Ad hoc tanta aitdacia hide bovi indUa erat, ut non solum irri- 
tatiis equites furenter prosterneret, sed ?i€ tantilhmi lacessitus 
(ymnes promiscuc homines cormhiis ac unguUs peterits ac car 
mm., quiapud nosferocmimlsiirti, impetus plane contemiieret 
BJus edrnes cartilaginosce, sed saporis suavissimL Erat is 
olim per itlam msiisshnam Caledonia: splvafnfrequens, sed hu- 
mana inglume jam assimpius tribiis tanUm locis cst reliqims, 
SlriiilingiiyCumberiialdia!, et LESLiEus, ScothTe 

Descriptio, p. 13.— [See a note on Castle Dangerous, Waverley 
Novels, vol. xlvii.— Ed.] 


Note B. ■ ■ 
stern Claud replicd.--P. Wj 

Lord Claud Hamilton, second son of the Duke of Chatel- 
herault, and eommendatoT of the Abbey of Paisley, acted a 


distinguished part during the trouble.s of Queen Mary’s reign, 
and remained unalterably attached to the cause of that un- 
fortunate princess. He led the van of her army at the fatal 
battle of Langside, and was one of the commanders at the 
Raid of Stirling, which had so nearly given complete success 
to the Queen’s faction. He was ancestor of the present Mar- 
quis of Ahercom. 


Note C. 

PEoodJmiseUe.—P. 597. 

This barony, stretching along the banks of the Esk, near 
Auchendimiy, belonged to Bothwellhaugh, in right of his 
wife. The ruins of the mansion, from whence she was expelled 
in the brutal manner which occasioned her death, are still to 
be seen in a hollow glen beside the river. Popular report 
tenants them with the restless ghost of the Lady Bothwoll- 
haugh ; whom, however, it confounds with Lady Anne Both- 
well, whose Lament is so popular. This spectre is so tena- 
cious of her rights, that, a part of the stones of the ancient 
edifice haying been employed in building or repairing the pre- 
sent Woodhouselee, she has deemed it a part of her privilege 
to haunt that honse also; and, even of very late years, has 
excited considerable disturbance and terror among the do- 
mestics. This is a more remarkable vindication of the 
riglitsof ghosts, as t\i^ present Woedhouslee, which gives Lis 
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title to the Honourable Alexander Fraser Tytler, a senator of side, says, ^ In this bfitayJo the valiaucie of an Ikilaiul Kontle- 
the College of Justice, is situated on the slope of the Pentland man, named Macfarlanc, slood the Regent’s part in grout 
hills, distant at. least four miles from her proper abode. She stcedo *, for, in the hottest brunte of the figlite, ho came up 
always appears in white, and with her child in her arms. with two hundred of his friendes and countrymen, and so 

manfully gave in upon the flanlccs of the Queen’s people, that 
he was a great cause of the disordering of them. This Mac- 

farlane had hcon lately before, as I have heard, condemned to 

die, for some outrage by him committed, and obtayning par- 
don through snyte of the Countess of Murray, he recompensed 
„ .p. that clemencie by this piece of service now at this batayle.” 

Calderwood’s account is less favou5*able to the Macfarlanes. 

BHm to iU leap his Jaded, stcea.-7. sm. » Highlandmen, fled 

from the wing where they were set. The Lord Lindsay, who 
stood nearest to them in the Regent’s battle, said, * Let them 
go 1 I shall fill their place better and so, stepping forward, 
with a company of fresh men, charged the enemy, whos* 
spears were now spent, with long weapons, so that they were 
driven back by force, being before almost overthrown by the 
avaunt-guard and harquebiisiers, and so were turneclto fiight.” 
— •CAnnEitwooD'S iLV. Kktth, p. 480. Melville men- 

tions the flight of the vanguard, but states it to have been 
commanded by Morton, and composed chiefly of eommonets 
of the barony of Renfrew. 


Birrel informs us, that Bothwcllhaugh, being closely pur- 
sued, " after that spur and w'and had failed him, he drew 
forth his dagger, andstroclcohis horse behind, whilk caused the 
horse to leap a very brode stankc [i e. ditch,] by ivhilk means 
he escapit, and gat away from all the rest of the horses.”-— 
Bierjsl’s Diary, p. 18. 


From t?ic loild Border’s humbled sidc.-^ f, 6!)8. 


Murray’s death took place shortly after an expedition to the 
Borders ; which is thus commemorated by the author of his 
.Elegy:—, 


Note H. 


Glencairn and stout Farkhead mre nigh.—F. 508. 

The Earl of Glencairn was a steady adherent of the Regent, 
George Douglas of Parkliead was a natural brother of the Earl 
of Morton, whose horse was killed by the same ball by which 
Murray fell. 


So having stablischt all thing in this sort, 

To Liddisdaill agane he did resort, 

Throw Ewisdail, Eskdail, and all the daillsrode he. 
And also lay three nights in Cannabic, 

■Whair na prince lay thir hundred yeiris before. 

Nae thief durst stir, they did him feir sa saix ; 

And, that thay suld na mair thair thift allege, 
Threescore and twelf he brocht of thame in pledge. 
Syne wardit thame, whilk maid the rest keep ordour ; 
Than mycht the rasch-bus keep ky on the Border.* 

Scottish Poems, IGtk century, p. *232. 


haggl'd Lindesay's iron eye, 

That saw fair Mary iveep in vain.— 


Lord Lindsay, of the Byres, was the most lercdous and 
brutal of the Regent’s faction, and, as such, was employed to 
extort Mary’s signature to the deed of resignation presented 
to her in Lochleven castle. He discharged his commission 
with the most savage rigour *, and it is even said, that when 
the weeping captive, in the act of signing, averted her eyes 
from the fatal deed, he pinched her arm with the grasp of hia 
iron glove. 


fph'tk hncklutbenf.—P. 598. 


Hackbut bent— Gnn cock’d. The carbine, with -which the 
Regent was shot, is preserved at Hamilton Palace. It is a 
brass piece, of a middling length, very small in the bore, and, 
what is rather extraordinary, appears to have been rifled or 
indented in the barrel. It had a matchlock, for which a 
modem firelock has been injudiciously substituted. 


So close the minions crowded nigh.—F. 5!)8. 


Not only had the Regent notice of the intended attempt 
upon his life, but even of the very house from which it was 
threatened. With that infatuation at which men wonder, 
after such events have happened, he deemed it would be a suf- 
ficient precaution to ride briskly iiast the dangorou.s spot. 
But even this was prevented by the crowd : so that Bothweil- 
haugh had time to take a deliberate aim.— SForr.i&vroer/K, p. 
233. Buchanan, 


The wiki Mac/arlancs' ylaided clan.—V. 588. 

This clan of Lennox Highlanders were ottaclied to the 
Begeut Murray. HolUnshed, s])eaking of the bjittlc of Lung- 
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A FRAGMENT. 


The imperfect state of tins ballad, wiiich was writ- 
ten several years ago, is not a circiimstance affected 
for the purpose of giving it that peculiar interest 
which is often found to arise from ungratified curiosity. 
On the contrary, it was the Editor’s intention to have 
completed the tale, if he had found himself able to 
succeed to his own satisfaction. Yieldmgtothe opi- 
nion of persons, whose judgment, if not biassed by 
the partiality of friendship, is entitled to deference, he 
has preferred inserting these verses as a fragment, to 
his intention of entirely suppressing them. 

The tradition, upon which the tale is founded, re- 
gards a house upon the barony of Gilmerton, near Lass- 
wade, in Mid-Lothian. This building, now called Gil- 
merton Grange, was originally named Burndale, from 
the following ti'agic adventure. The barony of Gil- 
merton belonged, of yore, to a gentleman named 
Heron, who had one beautiful daughter. This young 
lady was seduced by the Abbot of Newbattle, a richly 
endowed abbey, upon the banks of the South Esk, now 
a seat of the Marquis of Lothian. Heron came to the 
knowledge of this circumstance, and learned also, 
that the lovers carried on their guilty intercourse by 
the connivance of the lady’s nurse, who lived at this 
house of Gilmerton Grange, or Burndale. fie formed 
a resolution of bloody vengeance, undeterred by the 
supposed sanctity of the clerical character, or by the 
stronger claims of natural affection. Choosing, there- 
fore, a dark and windy night, when the objects of his 
vengeance were engaged in a stolen interview, he set 
fire to a stack of dried thorns, and other combustibles, 
which he had caused to be piled against the house, 
and reduced to a pile of glowing ashes the dwelling, 
with all its inmates.^ 

The scene with which the ballad opens, was sug- 
gested by the following curious passage, extracted 
from the Life of Alexander Peden, one of the wan- 
dering and persecuted teachers of the sect of Camero- 
nians, during the reign of Charles II. and his succes- 
sor, James. This person was supposed by his fol- 
lowers, and, perhaps, really believed himself, to be pos- 
sessed of supernatural gifts ; for the wild scenes which 
they frequented, and the constant dangers which 
vcQi'Q incurred through their proscription, deepened 


I This trnditioii was eomraaiiicated to me by John Clerk, 
Eaq of Eldin, aatnor of an Essap vj>on Naval Tactics, who 
wLil be remembered by posterity, as having taught the Genius 


upon their minds the gloom of superstition, 30 general 
in that age. 

About the same time he [Pedon j came to An- 
drew Normand’s house, in the parish of Alloway, in 
the sliire of Ayr, being to preach at night in his barn. 
After he came in, he halted a little, leaning upon a 
chair-hack, with his face covered j w'hen he lifted up 
his head, he said, ‘ They are in this house that I have 
not one word of salvation unto;’ he halted a little again, 
saying, ‘ This is strange, that the de\dl will not go out, 
that w’e may begin our work 1’ Then there w’as a 
woman went out, ill-looked upon almost all her life, and 
to her dying hour, for a witch, with many presumptions 
of the same. It escaped me, in the former passages, 
what John Muirhead (whom I have often mentioned) 
told me, that when he came from Ireland to Galloway, 
he was at family-worship, and giving some notes upon 
the Scripture read, when a very ill-looking man came, 
and sat down within the door, at the back of the 
hallan, [partition of the cottage :] immediately he 
halted and said, ‘ There is some unhappy body just 
now come into this house. I charge him to go out, 
and not stop my mouth ! ’ This person w^ent out, and 
he ins'isted [went on,] yet he saw him neither come in 
nor go out.” — Th^ Life and Pro^yfiecks of Mr, Alex- 
ander PedeUf late Minister of the Gospel at New Gleti- 
lucBi in Gallowapf 'pa-rt n. % 26, 

A friendly correspondent remarks, “ that the in- 
capacity of proceeding in the performance of a reli- 
gious duty, when a contaminated person is present, is 
of much higher antiquity than the era of the Reve- 
rend Mr. Alexander Peden.” — Vide Pi/gird Fahulas^ 
cap. 26. “ Aledea Corinilio exul, AilienaSj ad JEgeum 
Pandionis flium deveyiit in liospitinm, eiqiie nupsit . » 

“ Postea sacej'dos Dianes Aledeam exagitare 

ccepit, regique 7iegahat sacra caste facere posse^ eo (quod 
in ea civitate esset muUer vcfiefica et scelerata; tmic a 'ai- 
laiwrP 


THE GRAY BROTHER. 

The Pope he was saying the high, high mass, 
All on Saint Peter’s day, 


of Britain to concentrate lier thunders, and to launch them 
against her foes with an unerring aim. 
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With the power to him given, by the saints in heaven, 
To wash men’s sins away. 

The Pope he was saying the blessed mass. 

And the people kneePd around, 

And from each man’s soul his sins did pass, 

As he hiss’d the holy ground. 

And all, among the crowded throng, 

Was still, both limb and tongue, 

While, through vaulted roof and aisles aloof. 

The holy accents rung. 

At the holiest word he quiver’d for fear. 

And falter’d in the sound — 

And, when he would the chalice roar, 

He dropp’d it to the ground. 

The breath of one of evil deed 
Pollutes our sacred day ; 

He has no portion in our creed, 

No part in what I say. 

A being, whom no blessed word 
To ghostly peace can bring ; 

A wretch, at whose approach abhorr’d, 

Recoils each holy thing. 

Up, up, unhappy I haste, arise ! 

My adjuration fear 1 ^ 

I charge thee not to stop my voice, 

Nor longer tarry here ! ” — 

Amid them all a pilgidm kneePd, 

In gown of sackcloth grey ; 

Far journeying from his native field, 

He first saw’ Rome that day. 

For forty days and nights so drear, 

I ween he had not spoke, 

And, save with bread and wnter clear, 

His fast he ne’er had broke. 

Amid the penitential flock, 

Seem’d none more bent to pray; 

But, when the Holy Father spoke, 

He rose and went his way. 

Again unto his native land 
His weary course he drew. 

To Lothian’s fair and fertile strand. 

And Pentland’s mountains blue. 

His unblest feet his native seat, 

’Mid Eske’s fair woods, regain ; 

Thro’ woods more fair no stream more sw’eet 
Rolls to the eastern main. 


For all ’mid Scotland’s chiefs of fame, 

Was none more famed than he. 

And boldly for his country, still, 

In battle he had stood, 

Ay, even when on the banks of Till 
Her noblest pour’d their blood. 

Sweet are the paths, 0 passing sweet I 
By Eske’s fair streams that run, 

O’er airy steep, through copsewood deep, 
Impervious to the sun. 

There the rapt poet’s step may rove, 

And yield the muse the day ; 

There Beauty, led by timid Love, 

May shun the tell-tale ray ; 

From that fair dome, where suit is paid 
By blast of bugle freo,^ 

Q’o Anchendinny’s hazel glade, ^ 

And haunted Woodhouselce.^ 

Who knows not Melville’s beechy grove,'* 

And Roslin’s rocky glen,® 

Dalkeith, which all the virtues love,® 

And classic Hawthornden 1 ^ 

Yet never a path, from day to day, 

The pilgrim’s footsteps range. 

Save but the solitary w^ay 
To Bumdale’s ruin’d grange. 

A woful place w’as that, I ween. 

As sorrow could desire ; 

For nodding to the fall w’as each crumbling ivall, 
And the roof wns scathed with fire. 

It fell upon a summer’s eve. 

While, on Carnethy’s head, 

Tlio last faint gleams of the sun’s low beams 
Had streak’d the grey with red ; 

And the convent bell did vespers tell, 

Newbattle’s oaks among, 

And mingled with the solemn knell 
Our Ladye’s evening song ; 

The hea '\7 knell, the choir’s faint swell, 

Came slowly dowm the wind, 

And on the pilgrim’s ear they fell, 

As his wonted path he did find. 

Deep sunk in thought, I ween, he was, 

Nor ever raised his eye, 

Until he came to that dreary place, 

Which did all in ruins lie* 


And lords to meet the pilgrim came, 
And vassals bent the knee ; 


J See Appendix, Notes ! io 
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He g&zed on the walls^ so scathed with fire. 

With many a hitter groan — 

And there was aware of a Gray Fxdar, 

Besting him on a stone. 

^ Now, Christ thee save 1” said the Gray Brother ; 

Some pilgrim thou seemest to be.” 

But in sore amaze did Lord Albert gaze, 

Nor answer again made he. 

“ O come ye from east, or come ye from west, 

Or bring reliques from over the sea ; 

Or come ye from the shrine of St, James the divine, 
Or St. John of Beverley 1” — 

“ I come not from the shrine of St. James the divine, 
Nor bring reliques from over the sea; 

I bring but a curse from our father, the Pope, 
Which for ever wall cling to me.” — 

Now, woful pilgrim, say not so I 
But kneel thee down to me, 


1 The contemporary criticism on this noble ballad was all 
feeble, but laudatory, with the exception of the following re- 
mark :— ** The painter is justly blamed, whose figures do not 
correspond with his landscape— who assembles banditti in an’ 
Elysium, or bathing loves in a lake of storm. The same 
adaptation of parts is expedient in the poet. The stanzas— 

* Sweet are thy paths, 0 passing sweet ! ’ 
to 

* And classic Hawthorndeii,’ 

aiaagreeably contrast with the mysterious gloomy character 
of the ballad. Were these omitted, it would merit high rank 
for the terrific expectation it excites by the majestic intro- 
duction, and the awful close.”— Cn'toZ Bcvkw, November 
im— E d, 


And shrive thee so clean of thy deadly sin, 

That absolved thou mayst be.” — 

And who art thou, thou Gray Brother, 

That I should shrive to thee. 

When He, to whom are given the keys of earth and 
heaven. 

Has no power to pardon me?” — 

^ 0 I am sent from a distant clime, 

Five thousand miles away, 

And all to absolve a foul, foul crime, 

Done here 'twixt night and day.” 

The pilgrim kneeFd him on the sand, 

And thus began his saye — 

When on his neck an ice-cold hand 
Did that Gray Brother laye.^ 


Then came The Gray Brother, founded on another super- 
stition, which seems to have been almost as ancient as the be- 
lief in ghosts ; namely, that the holiest service of the altar 
cannot go on in the presence of an unclean person— a hemous 
sinner unconfessed and unabsolved. The fragmentary form 
of this poem greatly heightens the awfulness of its impression ; 
and in construction and metre, the verses which really belong 
to the story appear to me the happiest that have ever been 
produced expressly in imitation of the ballad of the middle 
age. In the stanzas, previously quoted, on the scenery of tlic 
Esk, however beautiful in themselves, and however interest- 
ing now as marking the locality of the composition, he must 
be allowed to have lapsed into another strain, and produced a 
panmis purpureMS which interferes with and mars the gene- 
ral texture.”— iy'S of Scotty vol. ii. p. 26. 


APPENDIX. 


Notes i to 7. 

SCENERY OP THE ESK. — P. 602. 

1 The barony of Pennycuik, the property of Sir George 
Clerk, Bart., is held by a singular tenure; the proprietor 
being hound to sit upon a large rocky fragment called the 
Buclistane, and wind three blasts of a horn, when the King 
shall come to hunt on the Borough Muir, near Edinburgh. 
Hence the family have adopted as their crest a demi-forester 
proper, winding a horn, with the motto, Free for a Blast 
The beautiful mansion-house of Pennycuik is much admired, 
both on account of the architecture and surrounding scenery. 

2 Anchcndinny, situated upon the Eske, below Pennycuik, 

the present residence of the ingenious H. Mackenzie, Esq., 
author of the Mati of Feeling, Edition 1803. 

3 “ Haunted Woodhouiselee.”— For the traditions connected 
with this ruinous mansion, see Ballad of Cadyow Castle, Note, 
p. 5U9 


4 Melville Castle, tne seat of the Eight Honourable Lord 
Melville, to whom it gives the title of Viscount, is delightfully 
situated upon the Eske, near Lasswade. 

5 The ruins of Rosliu Castle, the baronial residence of the 
ancient family of St. Clair. The Gothic chapel, which is still 
in beautiful preservation, with the romantic and woody dell 
in which they are situated, belong to the Eight Honourable 
the Earl of Eosslyn, the representative of the former Lords of 
Roslin. 

<5 The village and castle of Dalkeith belonged of old to the 
famous Earl of Morton, hut is now the residence of the noble 
family of Buccleuch. The park extends along the Eske, 
which is there joined by its sister stream of the same name. 

7 Hawthomden, the residence of the poet Drummond. A 
house of more modem date is enclosed, as it were, by the 
ruins of the ancient castle, and overhangs a tremendous pre- 
cipice upon the banks of the Eske, perforated by winding 
caves, which in former times were a refuge to the oppressed 
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patriots of ScoflatuL Here Drummond received Ben Jonson, UiJOn the whole, •. racing the Eske from its source till it joins 
who journeyed from London on foot in order to visit him. the sea atMusselbmgh, no stream in Scotland can boast sxich 
The beauty of this striking scene has been much injured of a varied, succession cf the moat interesting objects, as well as 
late years by the indiscriminate use of the axe. Thetraveller of the most romantic and beautiful scenery. 1803, . . . , 
now looks in vain for the leafy bower, --The beautiful scenery of Hawthornden has, since the above 

note was written, recovered all its proper ornament of wood 
‘"Where Jonsou satin Drummond’s social shade.” 1831. 




UonaT ©Xttnfiursll Etstt iBragoon^. 


^Nenniifs. Is not peace the end of arms? 

“ Caratach. Not where the cause implies a general conquest. 
Had we a difference with some petty isle, 

Or with our neighbours, Britons, for our landmarks, 

The taking in of some rebellious lord, 

Or making head against a slight commotion. 

After a day of blood, peace might be argued ; 

But whore we grapple for the land we live on, 

The liberty we hold more dear than life, 

The gods we w'orship, and, next these, our honours. 

And, wdth those, swords that know no end of battle^ 

Those men, beside themselves, allow no neighbour, 

Those minds, that, where the day is, claim inheritance. 

And, where the sun makes ripe the fruit, their harvest, 

And, where they inarch, but measure out more ground 
To add to Rome 

It must not be— N 0 ! as they are our foes, 

Lot’s use the peace of honour—that’s fair dealing ; 

But in our hands our swords. The hardy Roman, 

That thinks to gi-aft himself into my stock, 

Must first begin his kindred under gi-ound, 

' And bo allied in ashes.” 

Bonduca. 


The following War-Song w’as wTitteii during the 
apprehension of an invasion.^ The corps of volunteers 
to which it w'as addressed, was raised in 1797, con- 
sisting of gentlemen, mounted and aimed at their 
own expense. It still subsists, as the Right Troop of 
the Royal Mid-Lothian Light Cavali^, commanded 
by the Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Dundas.^ The 
noble and constitutional measure of arming freemen 
in defence of their own rights, was nowhere more suc- 
cessful than in Edinburgh, which furnished a force of 
3000 armed and disciplined volunteers, including a 
regiment of cavalry, from the city and county, and 


two corps of artillery, each capable of sening twelve 
guns. To such a force, above all others, might, in 
similar circumstances, be applied the exhortation of 
our ancient Galgacus : Proinde ituri in aekjiif d 
majores vestros et posteros cogiicdeP 1812. 


WAR-SONG 


ROYAL EDINBURGH LIGHT DRAGOONS. 

To horse ! to horse ! the standard flies, 

The bugles sound the call ; 

The Gallic navy stems the seas, 

The voice of battle ’s on the breeze* 

Arouse ye, one and all ! 

From high Dunedin’s towers we come, 

A band of brothers true i 

Our casques the leopard’s spoils surround, 

With Scotland’s hardy thistle crown’d ; 

We boast the red and blue.^ 

Though tamely crouch to Gallia’s frowm 
Dull Holland’s tardy train ; 

Their ravish’d toys though Romans mourn ; 

Though gallant Switzers vainly spurn, 

And, foaming, gnaw the chain j 

Oh ! had they mark’d the avenging call * 

Their brethren’s murder gave, 


1 The song originally appeared in the Scots Magazine for garded the death of their bravest countrymen, mercilessly 


1803.-ED. 

^ Now Viscount Melville. — 1831. 
3 The royal colours. 


slaughtered in discharge of their duty, encouraged and au 
thorizod the progressive injustice, by which the Alps, onc«! 
the seat of the most virtuous and free people upon the Conti 


* The allusion is to the massacre df the Swiss Guards, on nent, have, at length, been converted into the citadel of a fo- 
the fatal Iflth August, 1782. It is painful, but not useless, reign and military despot. A state degraded is half enslavea. 
to.reraark, that the passive temper with which the Swiss re- —1012. 
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If ever breath of British gaKo 
Shall fan the tri-color. 

Or footstep) of invader rude. 

With rapine foul, and red with blood. 
Pollute our happy shore, — 


Disunion ne’er their ranks had mown. 
Nor patriot valour, desperate grown, 
Sought freedom in the grave ! 


Shall we, too, bend the stubborn head, 
In Freedom’s temple born, 

Dress our pale cheek in timid smile, 

To hail a master in our isle, 

Or brook a rietor’s scorn % 


Then farewell home I and farewell friends! 

Adieu each tender tie ! 

Resolved, we mingle in the tide, 

Where charging squadrons furious ride, 

To conquer or to die. 


No! though destruction o’er the land 
Come pouring as a flood, 

The sun, that sees our falling day. 
Shall mark our sabres’ deadly sway, 
And set tlxat night in blood. 


To horse ! to horse I the sabres gleam 
High sounds our bugle-call ; 
Combined by honours sacred tie, 

Our word is Laws and LiheHp / 
March forward one and allP 


For gold let Gallia’s legions fight, 

Or plunder’s bloody gain ; 

0nbribed, unbought, our swords v?e draw, 
To guard our king, to fence our law, 

Nor shall their edge he vain. 


1 Sir Walter Scott was, at the time when he wrote this 
sonj?, Quartermaster of the Edinburgb Light Cavalry. Sets 
one of the Epistles Introductory to Marmion.— Ei>. 


END CF CONTRIBUTIONS TO MIN9 CRELST OP THE SCOTTISH BORDER. 
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SSaUaii^, 


TEANSLATED, OR IMITATER, 


jfrom ti)t (german, 


ejaditam aiiU SJcIcit. 

[179G.»] 


IMITATED FROM THE “ LENORE” OF BUItGER. 


The Author had resolved to omit the following ver- 
sion of a well-known Poem, in any collection which 
he might make of his poetical trifles. But the pub- 
lishers having pleaded for its admission, the Author 
has consented, though not unaware of the disadvan- 
tage at which this youthful essay (for it was written 
in 1795) must appear with those which have been 
executed by much more able bands, in particular that 
of Mr. Taylor of Norwich, and that of Mr. Spencer. 

The following Translation was written long before 
the Author saw any other, and originated in the fol- 
lowing circumstances : — A lady of high rank in the 
literary world read this romantic tale, as translated 
by Mr. Taylor, in the house of the celebrated Profes- 
sor Dugald Stewart of Edinburgh. The Author was 
not present, nor indeed in Edinburgh at the time ; but 
a gentleman who had the pleasure of hearing the bal- 
lad, afterwards told him the story, and repeated the 
remarkable chorus— 

“ Tramp ! tramp 3 across the land they speede. 

Splash I splash ! across the sea ; 

Hurrah ! The dead can ride apace ! 

Dost fear to ride with me ? ” 

In attempting a translation, then intended only to 
circulate among friends, the present Author did not 
hesitate to make use of this impressive stanza ; for 
which freedom he has since obtained the forgiveness 
of the ingenious gentleman to whom it properly be- 
longs. 


1 Thjs Chase and William and Helen; Two Ballads, 
from the German of Gottfried Augustus Bttrger. Edinburgh : 
Printed by Mundell and Son, Royal Bank Close, for Manners 
and Miller, Parliament Square ; and sold by T. Cadell, jun.. 


AVILLIAM AND HELEN. 

1 . 

From heavy dreams fair Helen rose, 
And eyed the dawning red : 

« Alas, my love, thou tarriest long ! 

0 art thou false or dead 1 — 

II. ■■■■■ 

With gallant Frederick’s princely power 
He sought the bold Crusade ; 

But not a word from Judah’s wars 
Told Helen how he sped. 

III. 

With Paynim and with Saracen 
At length a truce was made. 

And every knight return’d to dry 
The tears his love had shed. 

IV. 

Our gallant host was homeward bound 
With many a song of joy ; 

Green waved the laurel in each plan’;©. 
The badge of victory. 

V. 

And old and young, and sire and sen, 
To meet them crowd the w’ay, 

With shouts, and mirth, and melody, 
The debt of love to pay, 

VI. 

Full many a maid her true-love met, 
And sobb’d in his embrace, 

And flutt’ring joy in tears and smiles 
Array’d full many a face. 


and W. Davies, in the Strand, London. 17.0G. 4to.--Soe 
Essay on Imitations of the Ancient Ballad,” a7Ue p. 565, 
and Life (if Scott, vol. i. chapters 7 and 8. 
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VIL 

IQ'or Joy nor smile for Helen sad ; 

She sought the host in vain ; 

For none could tell her William’s fate, 

If faithless, or if slain. 

YIII. 

The martial band is past and gone ; 

She rends her raven hair. 

And in distraction’s bitter mood 
She weeps with wild despair. 

IX. 

“ O rise, my child,” her mother said, 

Nor sorrow thus in vain ; 

A perjured lover’s fleeting heart 
No tears recall again.” — 

■X., ■ 

0 mother, what is gone, is gone, 

What’s lost for ever lorn : 

Death, death alone can comfort me ; 

0 had I ne’er been born ! 

XI. 

“ 0 break, my heart, — 0 break at once I 
Drink my life-blood, Despair ! 

No Joy remains on earth for me, 

For me in heaven no share.” — 

XII. 

** O enter not in Judgment, Lord I” 

The pious mother prays ; 

" Impute not guilt to thy frail child ! 

She knows not what she says. 

XIII. 

•* 0 say thy pater noster, child ! 

O turn to God and grace ! 

His will, that turn’d thy bliss to bale, 

Can change thy bale to bliss.” — 

. '■■■ ^ XIT. 

" 0 mother, mother, w^hat is bliss I 
0 motbei’, what is bale % 

My William’s love was heaven on earth, 
Without it earth is hell. 

XV. 

Why should I pray to ruthless Heaven, 
Since my loved William’s slain ? 

I only pray’d for William’s sake, 

And all my prayers were vain.”- 

XVI. 

0 take the sacrament, my child. 

And check these tears that flow ; 

By resignation’s humble prayer, 

0 hallow’d he thy w’^oe I” — 


XVII. 

No sacrament can quench this Are, 

Or slake this scorching pain ; 

No sacrament can bid the dead 
Arise and live again. 

XVIIl. 

0 break, my heart, — 0 break at once ! 

Be thou my god, Despair ! 

Heaven’s heaviest blow has fallen on me, 
And vain each fruitless prayer.” — 

XIX. 

" 0 enter not in Judgment, Lord, 

With thy frail child of clay I 
She knows not what her tongue has spoke ; 
Impute it not, I pray ! 

XX. 

Forbear, my child, this desperate woe, 
And turn to God and grace ; 

Well can devotion’s heavenly glow 
Convert thy bale to bliss.”- — 

XXL 

0 mother, mother, what is bliss ? 

O mother, what is bale 1 
Without my William what were heaven, 

Or with him what were hell — 

XXII. 

Wild she arraigns the eternal doom. 
Upbraids each sacred power, 

Till, spent, she sought her silent room, 

All in the lonely tower. 

XXIII. 

She beat her breast, she wrung her hands. 
Till sun and day were o’er. 

And through the glimmering lattice shone 
The twinkling of the star. 

XXIV. 

Then, crash I the heavy drawbridge fell 
That o’er the moat was hung ; 

And, clatter! clatter I on its boards 
The hoof of courser rung. 

XXV. 

The clank of echoing steel was heard 
As off the rider bounded ; 

And slowly on the winding stair 
A heavy footstep sounded. 

XXVL 

And hark ! and hark I a knock— Tap ! tep ! 

A rustling stifled noise ; — 

Door-latch and tinkling staples ring ; — 

At length a whispering voice. 
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XXYTl. 

AwaltGj awake, arise, my love I 
How, Helen, dost thou fare ? 

Wak’st thou, or slcep'st ? laugli’st thou, or wccp^stl 
Hast thought on mo, my fair 

XXYllI. 

My love ! my love I — so late by night 1 — 

I waked, I wept for thee : 

Much have I borne since dawix of mom ; 

Where, William, couldst thou be — 

XXIX. 

We saddle late — from Hungary 
I rode since darkness fell ; 

And to its bourne we both return 
Before the matin-hell.” — 

■ XXX. 

“ 0 rest this night within my arms, 

And warm thee in their fold ! 

Chill howls through hawthorn bush the wind : — 
My love is deadly cold,” — 

XXXI. 

‘‘ Let the wind howl through hawthorn bush I 
This night we must away ; 

The steed is wight, the spur is bright ; 

I cannot stay till day. 

XXXII. 

" Busk, busk, and bonne I Thou mount’st behind 
Upon my black barb steed ; 

O’er stock and stile, a hundred miles. 

We haste to bridal bed.” — 

XXXIII, 

To-night — to-night a hundred miles ! — 

O dearest William, stay ! 

The bell strikes twelve — dark, dismal hour ! 

O wait, my love, till day I” — 

XXXIV. 

Look here, look here — the moon shines clear — 
Full tast I ween we ride j 
Mount and away ! for ere the day 
We reach our bridal bed. 

XXXV. 

The black barb snorts, the bridle rings; 

Haste, busk, and bonne, and seat thee ! 

The feast is made, the eham1>er spread, 

The bridal guests await thee.” — 

" XXXVL ■ 

Strong love prevail’d : She busks, she bounes, 

She mounts the barb behind, 

And round her darling William’s waist 
Her lily arms she twined. 


XXXVII. 

And, hurry ! liurry I off they rode, 

As fast as fast might be ; 

Spurn’d from the coursers thundering lieefe 
The flashing pebbles flee. 

XXXVIIL 

And on the right, and on the left, 

Ere they could snatch a view, 

Fast, fast each mountain, mead, and plain, 

And cot, and castle, flew. 

XXXIX. 

Sit fast — dost fear 1 — The moon shines clear-— 
Fleet goes my barb — ^lieep hold ! 

Fear’st thou 1” — O no !” she ftiintly auid ; 
But why so stern and cold ? 

.^.XL. 

What yonder rings 2 wdiat yonder sings 2 
Why shrieks the owlet grey I ” — 

’Tis death-bells’ clang, ’tis funeral song, 

Tlie body to the clay. 

, XLI. ... 

" With song and clang, at morrow’s dawn. 

Ye may inter the dead: 

To-night I ride, with my young bride, 

To deck our bridal bed. 

XLIl. 

« Come with thy choir, thou coffin’d guest. 

To swell our nuptial song ! 

Come, priest, to bless our marriage feast! 

Come all, come all along!” — 

XLIII. 

Ceased clang and song ; dowm sunk the bier ; 

The shrouded corpse arose : 

And, hurry I hurry I all the train 
The thundering steed pursues. 

XLIV. 

And, forward ! forward ! on they go ; 

High snorts the straining steed ; 

Thick pants the rider’s labouring breath, 

As headlong on they speed. 

XLV., 

" 0 William, why this savage haste? 

And where thy bridal bed 2” — 

’Tis distant far, low, damp, and cliill, 

And narrow, trustless maid.” — 

XLVI. 

Xo room for me “ Enough for both;— 
Speed, speed, my barb, thy course I”* 

O’er thundering bridge, through boiling surge, 
He drove the furious horse. 
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XLVU. 

^iiamp! tramp! along the land they rode, 
Splash ! splash ! along the sea ; 

The scourge is wight, the spur is bright, 

The flashing pebbles flee. 

XLVIII. 

Fled past on right and left how fast 
Each forest, grove, and bower! 

On right and left fled past how fast 
Each city, town, and tower! 

XLIX. 

Dost fear ? dost fear ? The moon shines clear, 
Dost fear to ride with me I — 

Hurrah ! hurrah ! the dead can ride 1 ” — 

“ O William, let them be ! — 

L. 

See there, see there ! What yonder swings 
And creaks ’mid whistling rain I ” — 

Gibbet and steel, th’ accursed wheel ; 

A murderer in his chain. — 

LI. 

" Hollo ! thou felon, follow here : 

To bridal bed we ride ; 

And thou shalt prance a letter dance 
Belbrc me and my bride.” — 

LII. 

And, hurry ! hurry ! clash, clash, clash ! 

The w’asted form descends ; 

And fleet as wand through hazel bush 
The wild career attends. 

LIII. 

Tramp ! tramp ! along the land they rode. 
Splash ! splash 1 along the sea ; 

The scourge is red, the spur drops blood. 

The flashing pebbles flee. 

/ LIV. 

How fled what moonshine faintly show’d ! 

How fled what darkness hid ! 

How fled the earth beneath their feet. 

The heaven above their head ! 

LY. 

Dost fear ? dost fear ? The moon slimes clear, 
And well the dead can ride ; 

Does faithful Helen fear for them 2” — 

O leave in peace the dead 1” — 

■'■LYI. ■ 

Barb I Barb I methiiiks I hear the cock ; 

The sand will soon be run : 

Barb ! Barb ! I smeU the morning air ; 

The race is wellnigh done.” — 
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hVll. 

Tramp ! tramp ! along the land they rodo, 

Splash ! splash ! along the sea ; 

The scourge is red, the spur drops blood, 

The flashing pebbles flee. 

LYin. 

“ Hurrah! hurrah! well ride the dead^ 

The bride, the bride is come ; 

And soon we reach the bridal bed, 

For, Helen, here’s my home.” — 

■ ■ LIX. ' 

Reluctant on its rusty hinge 
Revolved an iron door, 

And by the pale moon’s setting beam 
Were seen a church and tow'er. 

LX. . , ‘ 

With many a shriek and cry whiz round 
The bh'ds of midnight, scared ; 

And rustling like autumnal leaves 
Unhallow’d ghosts were heard. 

LXl. 

O’er many a tomb and tcmbstouc ride 
He spurr’d the fica*y horse. 

Till sudden at an open grave 
He check'd the wondrous courf;e. 

LXII. 

The falling gauntlet quits the rein, 

Down drops the casque of steel, 

The cuirass leaves his shrinking aide, 

The spur his gory heel. 

LXITI. 

The eyes desert the naked skull, 

The mould’ring flesh the bone, 

Till Helen’s lily arms entwine 
A ghastly skeleton. 

LXIV. 

The furious barb snorts fire and foam, 

And, with a fearful bound. 

Dissolves at once in empty air, 

And leaves her on the ground. 

LXY. 

Half seen by fits, by fits half heard, 

Pale spectres flit along, 

Y^'lieel round the maid in dismal danee^ 

And howl the funeral song; 

LXYI. ' 

" E’en when the heart’s with anguish cleft, 

Revere the doom of Heaven, 

Her soul is from her body reft ; 

Her spirit he forgiven !” 
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And hoofs, thick hoating on the hollow hill. 

Sudden the gxaziug heifer in the vale 
Starts at the noise, and both the herdsman's ears 
Tingle with inward dread. Aghast, ho eyes 
The mountain’s height, and all the ridges round, 

Yet not one trace of living wight discerns, 

Nor knows, o’orawed, and trembling as he stands, 

To what, or whom, he owes his idle fear, 

To ghost, to witch, to fairy, or to fiend ; 

But wonders, and no end of wondering finds.” 

Af®«wi!a“-reprmted in Scottish Descriptive Poems^ 


tinman* 

This is a translation, or rather an imitation, of the 
Wilde Jdger of the Crerman poet Burger. The tradi- 
tion upon which it is founded bears, that formerly a 
WiklgraTe, or keeper of a royal forest, named Faulk- 
enburg, was so much addicted to the pleasures of the 
chase, and otherwise so extremely profligate and cruel, 
that he not only followed this unhallowed amusement 
on the Sabbath, and other days consecrated to reli- 
gious duty, hut accompanied it with the most unheard 
of oppression upon the poor peasants, who were under 
his vassalage. When this second Nimrod died, the 
people adopted a superstition, founded probably on 
the many various uncouth sounds heard in the depth 
of a German forest, during the silence of the night. 
They conceived they still heard the cry of the Wild- 
grave’s hounds ; and the well-known cheer of the de- 
ceased hunter, the sounds of his horses’ feet, and the 
rustling of the branches before the game, the pack, 
and the sportsmen, are also distinctly discriminated ; 
but the phantoms arc rarely, if ever, visible. Once, as 
a benighted CImseur hoard this infernal chase pass by 
Mm, at the sound of the halloo, with which the Spectre 
Huntsman cheered Ms hounds, he could not refrain 
from crying, Gluck xu FalkenlmrghP'* [Good sport 
to ye, Falkenhurgh !] “ Dost thou wish me good 
sport 1” answered a hoarse voice ; “ thou shalt share 
the game ; ” and there was thrown at Mm what seemed 
to be a huge piece of foul carrion. The daring Chas- 
seur lost two of his best horses soon after, and never 
perfectly recovered the personal effects of this ghostly 
greeting. This tale, though told with some variations, 
is universally believed all over Germany. 

The French had a similar tradition conceiming an 
aerial hunter, who infested the forest of Fonntainbleau. 
He "was sometimes visible; when he appeared as a 
huntsman, surrounded w-itli dogs, a tall grisly figure. 
Some account of him may he found in Sully’s Me- 
moirs,” who says ho was called Ze Grand Veneur, At 
one time he chose to hunt so near the palace, that the 
attendants, and, if I mistake not, Sully himself, came 
out into the court, supposing it was the sound of the 
Idng returning from the chase. This phantom is else- 
wliere called Saint Hubert. 

The superstition seems to have been very general, 
as appears from the following fine poetical description 
of this phantom chase, as it was hoard in the wilds of 
Boss-shire. 

Ere since of old, the haughty thanes of Ross,— 

So to the simple svi'ain tradition tells, — 

Were wont with clans, and ready vassals, throng’d. 

To wake the bounding stag, or guilty wolf. 

There oft is hoard, at midnight, or at noon. 

Beginning faint, but rising still more loud. 

And nearer, voice of hunters, and of hounds. 

And horns, hoarse winded, blowing far and keen 
Forthwith the hubbub multiplies; the gale 
Labours with wilder shritdes, and rifer din 
Of hot pursuit ; the broken cry of deer 
Mangled by throttling clogs ? the shouts of men, 


A posthumous miracle of Father Lesley, a Scottish 
capuchin, related to his being buried on a hill haunted 
by these unearthly cries of hounds and huntsmen. 
After his sainted relics had been deposited there, the 
noise tvas never heard more. The reader will find 
this, and other miracles, recorded in the life of Father 
Bonaventura, which is written in the choicest Italiaa 


THE WILD' HUNTSMAN. 

[179d.'] 

The Wildgrave winds his bugle-horn, 

To horse, to hprse ! halloo, halloo 1 

His fiery courser snuffs the morn, 

And thronging sexTs their lord pursue. 

The eager pack, from couples freed, 

Dash through the hush, the brier, the brake ; 

While answering hound, and horn, and steed. 
The mountain echoes startling wake. 

The beams of God’s own hallow’d day 
Had painted yonder spire with gold, 

And, calling sinful man to pray, 

Loud, long, and deep the bell had toll’d : 

But still the Wildgrave onward rides ; 

Halloo, halloo I and, hark again ! 

When, spurring from opposing sides, 

Two Stranger Horsemen join the train. 

Who -was each Stranger, left and right, 

Well may I guess, but dare not tell ; 

The right-hand steed Was silver white, 

The left, the swarthy hue of hell. 

The right-hand Horseman, young and lair. 

His smile was like the morn of May ; 

The left, from eye of tawny glare, 

Shot midnight lightning’s lurid ray. 

He waved his huntsman’s cap on high. 

Cried, Welcome, welcome, noble lord ! 

What sport can earth, or sea, or sky, 

To match the princely chase, afford 2 


1 Published (171)G) with William and Helen, and entitled 
vTheGhace." 
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*® Cease thy loud bugle’s changing knell,” 

Cried the fair youth, with silver voice ; 

And for devotion’s choral swell, 

Exchange the rude unhallow’d noise. 

To-day, the ill-omen’d chase forbear, 

Yon bell yet summons to the fane ; 

To-day the Warning Spirit hear. 

To-morrow thou mayst mourn in vain.” — 

Away, and sweep the glades along ! ” 

The Sable Hunter hoarse replies ; 

“ To muttering monks leave matin-song, 

And hells, and books, and mysteries.” 

The Wildgrave spurr’d his ardent steed, 

And, launching forward witli a bound. 

Who, for thy drowsy priestlike rede, 

Would leave the jovial horn and hound ? 

Hence, if our manly sport offend ! 

With pious fools go chant and pray : — 

Well hast thou spoke, my dark-browkl friend ; 
Halloo, halloo ! and, hark away I ” 

The Wildgrave spurr’d his courser light, 

O’er moss and moor, o’er holt and hill ; 

And on the left and on the right. 

Each Stranger Horseman follow’d still. 

Up springs, from yonder tangled thorn, 

A stag more wliite than mountain snow ; 

And louder rung the Wildgi’ave’s horn, 

Hark forward, forward ! holla, ho 1 ” 

A heedless wretch has cross’d the way ^ 

He gasps the thundering hoofs below 
But, live who can, or die who may, 

Still, Forward, forward ! ” on they go. 

See, where yon simple fences meet, 

A field with Autumn’s blessings crown’d ; 
See, prostrate at the Wildgrave’s feet, 

A husbandman with toil embrown’d ; 

‘‘ 0 mercy, mercy, noble lord I 
Spare the poor’s pittance,” was his cry, 
Earn’d by the sweat these brows have pour’d, 
In scorching hour of fierce July.” — 

Earnest the right-hand Stranger pleads, 

The left still cheering to the prey ; 

The impetuous Earl no w^arning heeds. 

But furious holds the onward way. 

A'wajvfl^ou hound .!. so basely born, , 

Or dread the scourge’s echoing blow I 
Then loudly rung his bugle-horn. 

Hark forward, forward, holla, ho I ” 


So said, so done : — A single bound 
Clears the poor labourer’s humble pale ; 

Wild follows man, and horse, and hound, 
Like dark December’s stormy gale. 

And man and horse, and hound and horn, 
Destructive sweep the field along ; 

W’hile, joying ofor the wasted coni. 

Fell Famine marlm the maddening tiwoaf .■ 

Again uproiised, the timorous prey 
Scours moss and moor, and holt and hill ; 

Hard run, he feels his strength decay. 

And trusts for life his simple skill. 

Too dangerous solitude appear’d; 

He seeks the shelter of the crowd; 

Amid the flock’s domestic herd 
His harmless head he hopes to shroud. 

O’er moss and moor, and holt and hill, 

His track the steady blood-hounds trace ; 

O’er moss and mocr, unwearied still, 

The furious Earl pursues the chase. 

Full lowly did the herdsman fall ; — 

0 spare, then noble Baron, spare 

These herds, a widow’s little ail ; 

These 3.ocks, an orphan’s fleecy care ! < 

Earnest the right-hand Stranger pleads, 

The left still cheering to the prey ; 

The Eaid nor prayer nor pity heeds, 

But fuiious keeps the onward w’ay. 

^•^Unmanner’d dog ! To stop my sport 
Vain were thy cant and beggar whine, 

Though human spirits, of thy sort, 

Were tenants of these carrion Idne 1 

Again he winds his bugle- horn. 

Hark forward, forw'ard, holla, ho ! ” 

And through the herd, in rathless scorn, 

He cheers Ins furious hounds to go. 

In heaps the throttled victims fall ; 

Down sinks their mangled herdsman nes ' ; 

The murderous cries the stag appal, — 

Again he starts, new-nerved by fear. 

"With blood besmear’d, and white with foam, 
WTiile big the tears of anguish pour, 

He seeks, amid the forest’s gloom, 

The humble hermit’s hallow’d bower. 

But man and horse, and horn and hound, 
Fast rattling on Ms traces go ; 

The sacred chapel rung around 
■With, Hark away ! and, holla, ho I ” 
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All mildj amid the rout profane, 

The holy hermit pour’d his prayer ; 

“ Forbear with blood <3fod’a house to stain ; 
Eevere his altar, and forbear ! 

*'The meanest brute has rights to plead, 
Which, wrong’d by cruelty, or pride, 

Draw vengeance on the ruthless head 
Be warn’d at length, and turn aside.” 

Still the Fair Horseman anxious pleads; 

The Black, wild whooping, points the prey:- 
Alas ! the Earl no warning heeds. 

But frautic keGi)S the forward way. 

Holy or not, or right or wrong, 

Thy altar, and its rites, I spurn ; 

Not Slanted martyrs’ sacred song, 

Not God himself, shall make me turn 1 ” 

He spurs his horse, he winds his horn, 

Hark forward, forward, holla, ho ! ” — 

But oif, on whirlwind’s pinions borne, 

The stag, the hut, the hermit, go. 

And horse and man, and horn and hound, 
And clamour of the chase, wns gone ; 

For hoofs, and howls, and hugle-sound, 

A deadly silence reign’d alone. 

Wild gazed the affrighted Earl around; 

He strove in vain to wake his horn, 

In vain to call: for not a sound 
Could foom his anxious lips be borne. 

He listens for his trusty hounds ; 

No distant haying reach’d his ears : 

His courser, rooted to the ground, 

The quickening spur unmindful bears. 

Still dark and darker frown the shades. 

Dark as the darkness of the grave ; 

And not a sound the still invades. 

Save what a distant torrent gave. 

High o’er the sinner’s humbled head 
At length the solemn silence broke; 

And, from a cloud of swarthy red, 

The awful voice of thunder spoke. 

‘‘ Oppressor of creation fair ! 

Apostate Spirits’ harden’d tool ! 

Scorner of God I Scourge of the poor ! 

The measure of thy cup is full. 

Be chased for ever through the wood ; 

For ever roam the affrighted wild; 

And let thy fate instruct the proud, 

God’s meanest creature is his child.” 


’Tw’as hush’d:-— One flash, of sombro glare, 
With yellow tinged the forests brown ; 

Uprose the Wildgrave’s bristling hair, 

And horror chill’d each nerve and bone. 

Cold pour’d the sweat in freezing rill ; 

A rising wind began to sing; 

And louder, louder, louder still. 

Brought storm and tempest on its wing. 

Earth heard the call her entrails rend ; 
From yawming rifts, with many a yell, 

Mix’d with sulphureous flames, ascend 
The misbegotten dogs of hell. 

What ghastly Huntsman next arose. 

Well may I guess, but dare not tell ; 

His eye like midnight lightning glows, 

His steed the swarthy hue of hell. 

The Wildgrave flies o’er hush and thorn, 
With many a shriek of helpless woe ; 

Behind him hound, and horse, and horn, 
And, “ Hark away, and holla, ho ! ” 

With wild despair’s revei'ted eye, 

Close, close behind, he marks the throng, 

With bloody fongs and eager cry ; 

In frantic fear he scours along. — 

Still, still shall last the dreadful chase. 

Till time itself shall have an end; 

By d&y, they scour earth’s cavern’d space, 
At midnight’s witching hour, ascend. 

This is the horn, and hound, and horse, 
That oft the lated peasant hears ; 

Appall’d, he signs the frequent cross, 

Wlien the wild din invades his ears. 

The wakeful priest oft drops a tear 
For human pride, for human woe, 

When, at his midnight mass, he hears 
The infernal cry of, Holla, ho ! ” 




The blessings of tho evil Genii, wliieh arc cuiiics, M tuji 
vpon bim.” 

Eastern Tale, 

[ 1801 .] 


This ballad ivas written at the request of Mr. Lewis, in 
be inseHcd in Jiis Tales of '^Vonder.” ^ It is the third 
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in a senes of four hallads^ on iJm subject ofJUlemeniary 
Spirits. Tim story is, however, paHly likiorical ; for 
it is recorded, that, during the struggles of the Latin 
Izingdom of Jerusalem, a Knight-Templar, called Samt- 
Alban, deserted to the Saracetis, and defeated the Chris- 
tians in many combats, till he was finally raided and 
slain, in a conflict with King Baldivin, under the walls 
of Jerusalem, 


Bold knights and fair dames, to my harp give an ear, 
Of love, and of war, and of wonder to hear; 

And yon haply may sigh, in the midst of your glee. 

At the tale of Count Albert, and fair Rosalie. 

O see you that castle, so strong and so high ? 

And see you that lady, the tear in her eye ? 

And see you that palmer, from Palestine’s land, 

The shell on his hat, and the staff in liis hand ? — 

Now palmer, grey palmer, O tell unto me, 

What news bring you home from the Holy Countrie ? 
And how goes the 'v^-arfare by Galilee’s strand ? 

And how fare our nobles, the flower of the land ?” — 

« 0 well goes the warfare by Galilee’s wave, 

For Gilead, and Nablous, and Ramah we have ; 

And well fare our nobles by Mount Xjebanoii, 

For the Heathen have lost, and the Christians have 
won.” 

A fair chain of gold ’mid her ringlets there hung ; 
O’er the palmer’s grey locks the fair chain has she 
flung: 

0 palniei*, grey palmer, this chain be tby fee, 

For the news thou hast brought from the Holy 
Countrie. 

And, palmer, good palmer, by Galilee’s wave, 

O saw ye Count Albert, the gentle and brave 1 
When the Crescent w’cnt back, and the Red-cross 
rush’d on, 

O saw ye him foremost on Mount Lebanon 

0 lady, fair lady, the tree green it grows ; 

O lady, fair lady, the stream pure it flows ; 

Your castle stands strong, and your hopes soar on 
high; 

But, lady, fair lady, all blossoms to die. 

The green boughs they wither, the thunderbolt 
.falls,' 

It leaves of your castle but levin-scorch’d walls ; 

The pure, stream runs muddy ; tlie gay hope is gone ; 
Count Albert is prisoner on Mount Lebanon.” 

O she’s ta’en a horse, should be fleet at her speed ; 
And she’s ta’en a svvmrd, should be sharp at her need; 
And she has ta’en shipping for Palestine’s land, 

. To 'ransom Count. Albert from Soldaiirie’s ha.nd. 


Small thought had Count Albert on fair Rosalie. 

Small thought on his faith, or his knighthood, had he , 
A heathenish damsel his light heart had won. 

The Soldan’s fair daughter of Mount Lebanon. 

" 0 Christian, brave Christian, my love wouldst thou be, 
Three things must thou do ere I hearken to thee : 

Our laws and our worship on thee shalt thou take ; 
And this thou shalt first do for Zulema’s sake. 

" And, next, in the cavern, where bums evermore 
The mystical flame which the Curdmans adore, 

Alone, and in silence, three nights shalt thou wake ; 
And this thou shalt next do for Zulema’s sake. 

And, last, thou shalt aid us with counsel and hand, 
To drive the Frank robber from Palestine’s land ; 

For my lord and my love then Count Albert I’ll take. 
When all this is accomplish’d for Zulema’s sake.” 

He has thrown by his helmet, and cross-handled sword, 
Renouncing his knighthood, denying his Lord ; 

He has ta’en the green caftan, and turban put on. 

For the love of the maiden of fair Lebanon. 

And in the dread cavern, deep deep under ground, 
Which fifty steel gates and steel portals surround, 

He has w’atch’d until daybreak, but sight saw he none, 
Save the flame burning bright on its altar of stone. 

Amazed vras the Princess, the Soldan amazed, 

Sore murmur’d the priests as on Albert they gazed ; 
They search’d ail his garments, and, under his weeds, 
They found, and took from him, his rosary beads. 

Again in the cavern, deep deep under ground, 

He watch’d the lone night, while the winds whistled 
round ; 

Par off w'as their murmur, it came not more nigh, 
The flame burn’d unmoved, and nought else did he spy. 

Loud murmur’d the priests, and amazed was the Ring, 
WMle many dark spells of their witchcraft they sing; 
They search’d Albert’s body, and, lo ! on his breast 
Was the sign of the Cross, by liis father impress’d. 

The priests they erase it with care and with pain, 

And the recreant return’d to the cavern again ; 

But, as he descended, a whisper there fell : 

It was Ms good angel, who bade him farewell ! 

High bristled his hair, his heart flutter’d and boat. 
And he turn’d Mm five steps, half resolved to retreat ; 
But his heart it was harden’d, Ms purpose was geno. 
When he thought of the Maiden of fair Lebanon, 

Scarce pass’d he the archway, the threshold scarce 
trode, 

When the winds from the four points of heaven wer^v. 
abroad, 
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They made eacli steel portal to rattle and ring. 

And, borne on tbc blasts came the dread Fire-ICing. 

Full sore rock’d the cavern whene’er ho drew nigh^ 
The fire on the altar biased bickering and high ; 

In volcanic explosions the mountains proclaim 
The dreadful approach of the Monarch of Flame. 

Unmeasured in height, iindiatingnisli’d in form, 

His breath it was lightning, his voice it was storm ; 

1 w^een the stout heart of Count Albert was tame, 
When he saw in his terrors the Monarch of Flame. 

In his hand a broad falclaon blue-glimmer’d through 
smoke, 

And Mount Lebanon shook as the monarch he spoke : 
With this brand shalt thou conquer, thus long, and 
no more, 

Till thou bend to the Cross, and the Virgin adore/’ 

The cloud-shrouded Ann gives the weapon; and 
' see I 

The recreant receives the charm’d gift on his knee : 
The thunders growl distant, and faint gleam the fires. 
As, borne on the whirlwind, the phantom retires. 

Count Albert has arm’d Mm the Paynim among, 
Though his heart it was false, yet his ann it was strong ; 
And the Red-crosa wax’d faint, and the Crescent 
came on, 

From the day he commanded on Mount Lebanon. 

Prom Lebanon’s forests to Galilee’s wave, 

The sands of Samaar drank the blood of the brave ; 
Till the Knights of the Temple, and Knights of Saint 
John, 

With Salem’s King Baldwin, against him came on. 

The war-cymbals clatter’d, the trumpets replied. 

The lauces were couch’d, and they closed on each 
side ; 

And horsemen and horses Count Albert o’erthrew, 
Till he pierced the thick tumult King Baldwin unto. 

Against the charm’d blade wdiieh Goimt Albert did 
wield, 

The fence had been vain of the King’s Red-cross 
shield; 

But a Page thrust him forward the monarch before, 
And cleft the proud turban the renegade wore. 

So fell was the dint, tiiat Count Albert stoop’d low 
Before the cross’d shioui, to his steel saddlebow ; 

And scarce had he bent to the Red-cross his head, — 
“ Bo?im Grace j Noire DameP^ ho iin wittingly said. 

Sore sigh’d the charm’d sword, for its virtue was o’er. 
It sprung from his grasp, and was never seen more ; 
But true men have said, that the liglitning''s red wing 
Did waft back the brand to the dread Fire-King. 


He clench’d his set teeth, and his gauntleted hand ; 
He stretch’d, with one btifiet, that Pago on the strand ; 
As back from the stripling the In'oken casque roll’d. 
You might see the blue eyes, and tlie ringlets of gold. 

Short time had Count Albert in horror to stare 
On those death-swimming eyeballs, and blood-clotted 
hair ; 

For down came the Templars, like Cedron in flood, 
And dyed their long lances in Saracen blood. 

The Saracens, Curdmans, and Ishmaclites yield 
To the scallop, the saltier, and crossletcd shield ; 

And the eagles were gorged with the infidel dead. 
From Bethsaida’s fountains to Naphthuli’s head. 

The battle is over on Betlisaida’s plain. — 

Oh, who is yon Paynim lies stretch’d ’mid the slain? 
And who is yon Pago lying cold rit his knee? — 

Oh, who but Count Albert and fair Rosalie ! 

The Lady was buried in Salem’s bless’d bound, 

The Count he was left to the vulture and hound : 

Her soul to high mercy Our Lady did bring ; 

His went on the blast to the dread I^^ire-King. 

Yet many a minstrel, in harping, can tell, 

How the Red-cross it conquer’d, the Crescent it fell : 
And lords and gay ladies have sigh’d, ’mid their glee, 
At the tale of Count Albert and fair Rosaiio, 




[ 1001 .] 


TJiis tale is imitated^ Tadier than tixaislalcd^ from a 
frcajmmt introdneed in Ooctlic^s Claudina von Villa 
Bella,” where it is simg hy a mcniher of a gany ofhandiitl, 
io C7igage the attention of the family ^tvldle his eomjKmions 
h'eak into the castle. It oives any little merit it may possess 
\ to my friend Mr. Lewis, to whom it icus sent in an c^.’- 
I tremely rude state; a^idwho, after some 7nateria limpmore- 
mc?itsy pithlishcd it in his“ Tales of Wonder.” 


Frederick leaves the land of Franco, 
Homeward liastos his stops to measure, 
Careless casts the parting glance 
On the scene of former pleasiu'o. 

Joying in his prancing steed, 

Keen to prove his untried blade, 

Hope’s gay dreams the soldier lead 
Over mountain, moor, and glade. 
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Helpless, ruin^'d, left forlorn, 

Lovely Alice wept alone j 
Monrn’d o'er love’s fond contract torn, 
Hope, and peace, and honour flown. 

Mark her breast's convulsive throbs ! 

See, the tear of anguish flows I — 
Mingling soon with bursting sobs. 

Loud the laugh of frenzy rose. 

Wild she cursed, and wild she pray'u ; 

Seven long days and nights are o’er ; 
Death in pity brought his aid, 

As the village bell struck four. 

Far from her, and far from Prance, 
Faithless Frederick onward rides ; 
Marking, blithe, the morning’s glance 
Mantling o’er the mountain’s sides. 

Heard ye not the boding sound. 

As the tongue of yonder tower. 
Slowly, to the hills around. 

Told the fourth, the fated hour 2 

Starts the steed, and snuffs the air, 

Yet no cause of dread appears; 
Bristles high the rider's hair, 

Struck with strange mysterious fears. 

Desperate, as his terrors rise, 

In the steed the spur he hides ; 

Prom himself in vain he flies ; 

Anxious, restless, on he rides. 

Seven long days, and seven long nights, 
Wild he w^ander’d, woe the while ! 
Ceaseless care, and causeless fright, 
Urge his footsteps many a mile. 

Dark the seventh sad night descends ; 

Rivers swell, and rain-streams pour; 
While the deafening thunder lends 
Ail the terrors of its roar. 


Often lost their quiveiingbeam, 

Still the lights move slow befoi*©, 

, Till they rest their ghastly gle.am 
Right against an iron door. 

Thundering voices from within. 

Mix’d with peals of laughter, rose ; 

As they fell, a solemn strain 
Lent its wild and w’ondrous close ! 

Midst the din, he seem’d to hear 
Voice of friends, by death removed 

Well he knew that solemn air, 

’Twas the lay that Alice loved. — 

Hark ! for now a solemn knell 
Four times on the still night broke ; 

Four times, at its deaden’d swell, 
Echoes from the ruins spoke. 

As the lengthen’d clangours die, 

Slowdy opes the iron door ! 

Straight a banquet met Ids eye. 

But a funeral’s form it wore ! 

Cofions for the seats extend ; 

All with black the hoard was spread ; 

Girt by paient, brother. Mend, 

Long since number’d with the dead 1 

xilice, in her grave-clothes bound, 
Ghastly smiling, points a seat; 

All arose, with thundering sound ; 

All the expected stranger greet. 

High their meagre arms they wave. 
Wild their notes of w’elcome swell;— 

" Welcome, traitor, to the grave ! 
Perjured, bid the light farewell !” 




Weary, wet, and spent with toil. 

Where his head shall Frederick hide 2 
Where, but in yon ruin'd aisle, 

By the lightning’s flash descried. 

To the portal, dank and low, 

Fast his steed the wanderer bound : 
Dowm a ruin’d staircase slow. 

Next his darkling way ho wound. 

Long drear vaults before him lie ! 
Glimmering lights are seen to glide !-— 
Blessed Hilary, hear my cry ! 

Deign a sinner's steps to guide ! ” 


These verses are a literal translation of an ancient 
Swiss ballad upon the battle of Sempach, fought 5th 
July, 1386, being the victory by which the Swiss can- 
tons established their independence; the author, 
Albert Tchudi, denominated the Souter, from his pro- 
fession of a shoemaker. He was a citizen of Lucerne, 
esteemed highly among his countrymen, both for his 
powers as a Meister-Singer, or minstrel, and his cou- 
rage as a soldier; so that ho might share the prais« 
confeiTed by CoHiiis on ASschylus, that — 

« alone lie nursed the pout’s hanic. 

But reach’d from Virtue’s hand the patriot steel.” 
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The dreumstance of tlieir being written by a poet 
returning from the well-fouglit iieklbie describes, and 
in which his country’s fortune wais secured, may con- 
fer on Tehndi’s verses an interest which they are not 
entitled to claim from their poetical merit. But ballad 
poetry, the more literally it is translated, the more it 
loses its simplicity, without acquiring either grace or 
strength; and, therefore, some of the faults of the 
verses must be imputed to the translator’s feeling it a 
duty to keep as closely as possible to his original. The 
various puns, rude attempts at pleasantry, and dis- 
proportioned episodes, must be set down to Tchudi’s 
account, or to the taste of his age. 

The military antiquary will derive some amusement 
from the minute particulars which the martial poet 
has recorded. The mode in which the Austrian men- 
at-arms received the charge of the Swiss, was by 
forming a phalanx, which they defended with their 
long lances. The gallant Winkelreid, who sacrificed 
his own life by rushing among the spears, clasping 
in his arms as many as he could grasp, and thus open- 
ing a gap in those iron battalions, is celebrated in 
Swiss history. When fairly mingled together, the 
unwieldy length of their weapons, and cumbrous 
weight of their defensive armour, rendered the Aus- 
trian men-at-arms a very unequal match for the light 
armed mountaineers. The victories obtained by the 
Swiss over the German chivalry, hitherto deemed as 
formidable on foot as on horseback, led to important 
changes in the art of war. The poet describes the 
Austrian knights and squires as cutting the peaks 
from their boots ere they could act upon foot, in allu- 
sion to an inconvenient piece of foppery, often men- 
tioned in the middle ages. Leopold III., Archduke 
of Austria, called The handsome maxi-at-arms/' 
was slain in the Battle of Sempach, with the flower of 
his chivalry. 


THE BATTLE OF SEMPACH.i 

'Twas when among our linden-trees 
The bees had housed in swarms, 

(And grey-hair’d peasants say that these 
Betoken foreign arms,) 

Then look’d we down to Willisow, 

The land was all in flame ; 

We knew the Archduke Leopold 
With all his army came. 

This translation first appeared in Blackwood’s Edinburgh 
Magazine for Februarj' IfllS.— -Ed. 

2 All the Swiss clergy who were able to bear arms fought in 
this patriotic war. 

3 In the original, ffaasenslein:, or Bare-sfnne. 

^ This seems to allude to tlio preposterous fashion, during 


The Austrian nobles made their vo-w, 

So hot their heart and bold, 

On Switzer carles we’ll trample now, 

And slay both young and old.'’ 

With clarion loud, and banner proud, 

From Zurich on the lake. 

In martial pomp and fair array, 

Their onward march they make. 

‘‘' Now list, ye lowland nobles all — 

Ye seek the mountain strand, 

Nor wot ye what shall be your lot 
In such a dangerous land, 

“ I rede ye, shrive ye of your sins, 

Before ye farther go ; 

A skirmish in Helvetian hills 
May send your souls to woe.” — 

“ But where now shall we find a priest 
Our shrift that he may hear?” — 

“ The Switzer piiest^ lias ta’en the field, 

He deals a penance drear, 

“ Right heavily upon your head 
He’ll lay his hand of steel ; 

And with his trusty partisan 
Y our absolution deal.” — 

’Twas on a Monday morning then. 

The corn was steep’d in dew, 

And merry maids had sickles ta’en, 

When the host to Sempach drew. 

The stalwart men of fair Lucerne 
Together have they join’d ; 

The pith and core of manhood stern, 

Was none cast looks behind. 

It was the Lord of Hare-castle, 

And to the Duke he said, 

“Yon little band of brethren true 
Will meet us undismay’d.” — 

“ O Hare-castle,® thou heart of hare!’’ 

Fierce Oxenstern replied. — 

“ Shalt see then how the game, will fare,” 

The taunted knight replied. 

There was lacing then of helmets bright, 

And closing ranks amain ; 

The peaks they hew’d from their boot-points 
Might \velliiigh load a wain.^ 

the middle ages, of wearing boots with the points o" peaks 
turned upwards, and so long, that in some cases they wore 
fastened to the knees of the wearer with small cliains. When 
they alighted to fight iq)ou foot, it w^ould seem that tb.c Aus- 
trian gentlemen found it necessary to cut off these peaks, that 
they might move with the necessary activity 
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And thus they to each other said, 

Yon handful down to hew 
Will he no boastful tale to tell. 

The peasants are so few.’’ — 

The gallant Swiss Confederates there 
They pray’d to God aloud, 

And he display’d his rainbow fair 
gainst a swarthy cloud. 

Then heart and pulse throbb’d more and more 
With courage firm and high, 

And down the good Confederates bore 
On the Austrian cliivalry. 

The Austrian Lion ^ ’gan to growl, 

And toss his main and tail ; j 

And ball, and shaft, and crossbow bolt, t 

Went whistling forth like hail. 

i 

Lance, pike, and halbert, minried there, I 

The game was nothing sv» oot ; 

The boughs of many a stately tree 
Lay shiver’d at their feet. 

The Austrian men-at-amis stood fast, 

So close their spears they laid ; 

It chafed the gallant Winkelreid, 

Who to his comrades said — 

I have a virtuous wife at home, 

A wife and infant son ; 

I leave them to my country’s care, — 

This field shall soon be won. 

Tliese nobles lay their spears right thick, 

And keep full firm array, 

Yet shall my charge their order break, 

And make my brethren way.” 

He rush’d against the Austrian band, 

In desperate care'er. 

And with his body, breast, and hand, 

Bore down each hostile spear. 

Four lances splinter’d on his crest, 

Six shiver’d in his side ; 

Still on the serried files he press’d— 

He broke their ranks, and died. 

This patriot’s self-devoted deed 
First tamed the Lion’s mood, 

And the four forest cantons freed 
From thraldom by his blood. 

Right where his cbai'gc had made a lane. 

His valiant comrades burst, 


* A pun ou the Arcliduke’s name, Leopold. 
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With sword, and axe, and partisan, 

And hack, and stab, and thrust. 

The daunted Lion ’gan to whine. 

And granted ground amain. 

The Mountain Bull® he bent bis brows, 

And gored his sides again. 

Then lost was banner, spear, and shield, 

At Sempaeh in the flight, 

The cloister vaults at Konig’s-field 
Hold many an Austrian knight. 

It was the Archduke Leopold, 

So lordly w’ould he ride, 

But he came against the Switzer churis. 

And they slew him in his pride. 

The heifer said unto the bull, 

And shall I not complain ? 

There came a foreign nobleman 
To milk me on the plain. 

One thrust of thine outrageous horn 
Has gall’d the knight so sore, 

That to the churchyard be is borne 
To range our glens no more.” 

An Austrian noble left the stour, 

And fast the flight ’gan take ; 

And he arrived in luckless hour 
At Sempaeh on the lake. 

He and his squire a fisher call’d, 

(His name was Hans Von Rot,) 

For love, or meed, or charity, 

Receive us in thy boat ! ” 

Their anxious call the fisher heard, 

And, glad the meed to win, 

His shallop to the shore he steer’d, 

And took the flyers in. 

And while against the tide and wind 
Hans stoutly row’d his way, 

Tlie noble to his follower sign’d 
He should the boatman slay. 

The fisher’s back was to them turn’d. 

The squire his dagger drew, 

Hans saw his shadow in the lake. 

The boat he overthrew. 

He ’whelm’d the boat, and as they strove, 

He stunn’d them with his oar, 

“ Now, drink ye deep, my gentle sirs, 

You’ll ne’er stab boatman more. 


2 A pun on the Urus, or wild-bull, whieh gives tunuc to 
the Canton of Uri. 
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“ Two gilded fislies in the lahe 
This morning have I caught, 

Their silver scales may much avail, 

Their carrion flesh is naught.” 

It was a messenger of woe 
Has sought the Austrian land : 

All ! gracious lady, evil news ! 

My lord lies on the strand. 

At Sempach, on the hattle-field, 

His bloody corpse lies there,” — 

Ah, gracious God I ” the lady cried, 
What tidings of despair I ” 

Now would you hnow the minstrel wight 
Who sings of strife so stern, 

Albert the Souter is he bight, 

A burgher of Lucerne. 

A merry man was he, I wot, 

The night he made the lay. 

Returning from the bloody spot, 

Where God had judged the day. 


%'^t i^aliXe daslorfiiger. 


AN ANCIENT BALLAD. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN. 

[ 1819 , 1 ] 

The original of these verses occurs in a collection 
cf German popular songs, entitled, Sammlung Deut- 
sclien Vollislieder, Berlin, 1807, published by Messrs. 
Busching and Von der Hagen, both, and more espe- 
cially the last, distinguished for their acquaintance 
with the ancient popular poetry and legendary history 
of Germany. 

In the German Editor’s notice of the ballad, it is 
stated to have been extracted from a manuscript 
Chronicle of Nicolaus Thomann, chaplain to Saint 
Leonard in 'Weisenhorn, which bears the date 1533 ; 
and the song is stated by the author to have been 
generally sung in the neighbourhood at that early 
period. Thomann, as quoted by the German Editor, 
seems faithfully to have believed the event he nar- 
rates. He quotes tombstones and obituaries to prove 
the existence of the personages of the ballad, and dis- 
covers that there actually died, on the 11th May 1349, 
a Lady Von Neuffen, Countess of Marstetten, who 


I The IraTislation of the Noble Moringer appeared origi- 
nally in the Edinburgh Annual Register for 1816, (published 
in 1819.) It was composed during Sir Walter Scott’s severe 
and alarming illness of April, 1019, and dictated, in the in- 


was, by birth, of the house of Moringer. This lad^ 
he supposes to have been Moringcr’s daughter, men- 
tioned in the ballad. He quotes the same authority 
for the death of Bcrckhold Yon Neuffen, in the same 
year. The editors, on the whole, seem to embrace the 
opinion of Professor Smith of Ulm, who, from the 
language of the ballad, ascribes its date to the 15th 
century. 

The legend itself turns on an incident not peculiar 
to Germany, and which, perhaps, was not unlikely to 
happen in more instances than one, when crusaders 
abode long in the Holy Land, and their disconsolate 
dames received no tidings of their fate. A story, very 
similar in circumstances, but without the miraculous 
machinery of Saint Thomas, is told of one of the an- 
cient Lords of Haigh-hall in Lancashire, the patri- 
monial inheritance of the late Countess of Balcarras ; 
and the particulars are represented on stained glass 
upon a window in that ancient manor-house." 


THE NOBLE MORINGER. 

' ' I. ■ 

0, WILL you hear a knightly tale of old Bohemian 
day, 

It was the noble Moringer in wedlock bed he lay ; 

He liaised and kiss’d his dearest dame, that was as 
sweet as IMay, 

And said, Now, lady of my heart, attend the words 
I say. 

,■ II. ; ■ 

’Tis 1 have vow’d a pilgrimage unto a distant shrine, 

And I must seek Saint Thomas-land, and leave the 
land that ’s mine ; 

Here shalt thou dwell the while in state, so thou wilt 
pledge thy %, 

That thou for my return wilt wait seven twelvemonths 
and a day.” 

HI. 

Then out and spoke that Lady bright, sore troubled 
in her cheer, 

Now tell me true, thou noble knight, what order 
takest thou here ; 

And who shall lead thy vassal band, and Iiold toy 
lordly sway, 

And be thy lady’s guardian true when thou art far 
away?”' 

IV. 

Out spoke the noble Moringer, " Of that have thou 
no care, 

There’s many a valiant gentleman of mo holds living 
■ ■ , ■ fair; 


tcrvalsof exquisite pain, to bis daughter SoiJiiia, and Ins friend 
William Laidlaw.— Eu. See Life of Scott, vol. vi., p. 71 . 

2 See Introduction to “ The Betrothed,” Waverley Novels, 
vol. sxxrii. 


BALLADS FROM THE GERMAN. 619 


The trustiest shall rule my land, my vassals and my 
state, 

And be a guardian tried and true to thee, my lovely 
niate. 

. V. 

As Christian-man, I needs must keep the vowwhieli 
I have plight, 

Wlien I am far in foreign land, remember thy true 
knight ; 

And cease, my dearest dame, to grieve, for vain were 
sorrow now, 

But grant thy IMoringer his leave, since God hath 
heard Iiis vow,” 

VI ■ , ’ I 

It was the noble ]\Ioringei* from bed he made him i 
boime, 

And met him there his Chamberlain, with ewer and 
with gown : 

lie flung the mantle on his back, ’twas iurr’d with 
miniver. 

He dipp’d his hand in w’ater cold, and bathed his 
forehead fair. 

VII 

“ Now hear,” he said, “ Sir Chambeiiain, true vassal 
art thou mine, 

And such the trust that I repose in that proved w’ortli 
of thine, 

For seven years shalt thou rule my towers, and lead 
my vassal train, 

And pledge thee for my Lady’s faith till I return 
again.” 

VIII 

The Chamberlain was blunt and true, and sturdily 
said he, 

Abide, niy lord, and rule your own, and take this 
rode from me ; 

That woman’s laith ’s a brittle trust — Seven twelve- 
months didst thou say? 

I’ll pledge me for no lady’s truth beyond the seventh 
fair day.” 

■ IX. ■■■ 

The noble Baron turn’d him round, his heart was full 
oionvey 

His gallant Esquire stood him nigh, lie was Marstet- 
' ten’s heir, 

To whom he spoke right anxiously, “ Thou trusty 
squire to me, 

Wilt thou receive this weighty trust when I am o’er 
the sea? 

X. 

To watch and ward my castle strong, and to protect 
ray land, 

And to the hunif.ng or the host to lead my vassal 
band ; 

J 


And pledge thee for my Lady’s faith till seven long 
years are gone. 

And guard her as Our Lady dear was guarded by 
Saint John.” 

XL ■■■■ 

Marstetten’s heir was kind and true, but flery, hot, 
and young. 

And readily he answer made with too presumptuous 
tongue; 

“ My noble lord, cast care away, and on your journey 
wend, 

' And trust this charge to me until your pilgrimage 
have end. 

XII 

Rely upon my plighted faith, which shall be truly 
tried, 

To guard your lands, and ward your towers, and with 
your vassals ride ; 

And for your lovely Lady’s faith, so virtuous and so 
dear, 

I’ll gage ray head it knows no change, be absent thirty 
year.” 

XllI 

The noble Moringer took cheer wdxen thus he heard 
him speak, 

And doubt forsook his troubled brow, and sorrow left 
his cheek ; 

A long adieu he bids to all— -hoists topsails, and away, 

And winders in Saint Thomas-land seven twelve- 
months and a day. 

XIV. 

It was the noble Moringer within an orchard slept. 

When on the Baron’s slumbering sense a boding vision 
crept ; 

And whisper’d in his ear a voice, Tis time, Sir 
Knight, to wake, 

Thy lady and thy heritage another master take. 

XV. ■ 

Thy tower another banner knows, thy steeds another 
rein. 

And stoop them to another’s will thy gallant vassal 
train ; 

And she, the Lady of thy love, so faitliful once and 
fair, 

This night within thy fathers’ hall she weds Marstet- 
ten’s heir.” 

XVI 

It is the noble Moringer starts up andifcears his beard, 

“ Oh would that I had ne’er been born ! what tidings 
have I heard ! 

To lose my lordship and my lands the less w*ouid be 
my eauD, 

But, God ! that e’er a squire untrue should wed my 
Lady fair. 
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XVII. 

« 0 good Saint Tliomas, liear,” lie prayM, " my patron 
Saint art thou, 

A traitor robs me of my land even while I pay my 
vow! 

My wife he brings to infamy that was so pure of 
name, 

And I am far in foreign land, and must endure the 
shame.” 

xvm. 

It w'as the good Saint Tliomas, then, w^ho heard his 
pilgrim’s prayer, 

And sent a sleep so deep and dead that it overpower’d 
his care; 

IIo walced in fiiir Bohemian land outstretch’d beside 
a rill, 

High on the right a castle stood, low on the left a 
mill. 

XIX. 

The Moringer he started up as one from spell un- 
bound, 

And dizzy with surprise and joy gazed wildly all 
around; 

" I know my fathers’ ancient towers, the mill, the 
stream I know, 

Now blessed he my patron Saint who cheer’d his 
pilgrim’s woei” 

XX. , 

He leant upon his pilgrim staff, and to the mill he 
drew, 

So alter’d w^as his goodly form that none their master 
knew; 

The Baron to the miller said, " Good friend, for 
charity, 

Tell a poor palmer in your land w^hat tidings may 
there be?” 

XXI. 

The miller answered him again, " He knew of little 
news, 

Save that the Lady of the land did a new bridegroom 
choose ; 

Her husband died in distant land, such is the constant 
word, 

His death sits heavy on our souls, he was a worthy 
Lord, 

XXII. 

^ Of him I held the little mill which wins me living 
free, 

God rest the l^gron in his grave, he still was kind to 
me!' 

Aiid when Saint Martin’s tide comes round, and 
millers take their toll, 

The priest that prays for Moringer shall have both 
cope and stole.” 


XXIIL 

It was the noble Moringer to climb the hill bo- 
gaih . 

And stood before the bolted gate a woe and weary 
man; ■ ■ ' ' 

" Now help me, every saint in heaven that can com- 
passion take," , 

To gain the entrance of my hall this wofui match to 
' break.’'’ 

, : XXIV. 

His very knock it sounded sad, his call was sad and 
..slow, 

For heart and head, and voice and hand, were heavy 
all with woe ; 

And to the warder thus he spoke ; " h'ricnd, to thy 
, : Lady say, 

A pilgrim from Saint Thomas-land craves harbour 
for a day. 

XXV. 

" I’ve wander’d many a weary step, my strength is 
wellnigh done, 

And if she turn me from her gate FIl see no morrow’s 
sun; 

I pray, for sweet Saint Thomas’ sake, a pilgrim’s bed 
and dole, 

And for the salce of Moringer’s, her once-loved hus- 
band’s soul.” 

XXVI, 

It was the stalw'art warder then he came his dame 
before, 

"A pilgrim, worn and travel-toil’d, stands at the 
castle-door; 

And prays, for sweet Saint Thomas’ sake, for harbour 
and for dole, 

And for the sake of Moringer, thy noble ^lusband’s 
soul.” 

XXVII. 

The Lady’s gentle heart was moved, "Do up the 
gate,” she said, 

" And bid the wanderer welcome be to banquet and 
to bed; 

And since he names my husband’s name, so that he 
lists to stay, 

These towers shall be his harbourage a twelvemonth 
and a day,” 

XXVIIL 

It was the stalwart warder then undid the portal 
broad, 

It w-as the noble Moringer that o’er tlie threshold 
strode; 

"And have thou thanks, kind hea.ven,” he said, 
" though from a man of sin. 

That the true lord stands here once more his castle^ 
gate within.” 
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Now listen, gentles, to my song, it tells you but tbe 
sooth, 

’Twas with that very ring of gold he pledged his 
bridal truthw 


XXIX, 

Tiien up the halls paced Moringer, his step was sad 
and slow ; 

Ct sat full hea\7 on his heart, none seem’d their Lord 
to know; 

He sat him on a lowly bench, oppress’d with woe 
and wrong, 

Short space he sat, but ne’er to him seem’d little 
space so long. 


. XXXTI. 

Then to the cupbearer he said, “ Do me one kindly 
deed. 

And should my better days return, full rich shall be 
thy meed; 

Bear back the golden cup again to yonder bride so 

gay. 

And crave her of her courtesy to pledge the palmer 
grey.” » 


■ 'XXX. , 

Now spent was day, and feasting o’er, and come was 
evening hour, 

The time w'as nigh w’hcn new-made brides retire to 
nuptial bower ; 

Our castle’s wont,” a brides-man said, “ hath been 
both firm and long, 

No guest to harbour in our halls till he shall chant a 
song,” 


The cupbearer w’as courtly bred, nor was the boon 
denied, 

The golden cup he took again, and bore it to the 
bride; 

^^Lady,” lie said, “your reverend guest sends this, 
and bids me pray, 

That, in thy noble courtesy, thou pledge the palmer 
grey.” 


XXXI. ,■ 

Then spoke the youthful bridegroom there as he sat 
by the bride, 

“My meny minstrel folk,” quoth he, “lay shalm 
and harp aside; 

Our pilgrim guest must sing a lay, the castle’s rule 
to hold, 

And well his guerdon will I pay with garment and 
with gold.” — 


XXXYIII. 

The ring hath caught the Lady’s eye, she views it 
close and near, 

Then might you hear her shriek aloud, “ The IMorin- 
ger is here I ” 

Then might you see her start from seat, while tears 
in torrents fell, 

the ladies best can 


XXXII. 

“ Chill flows the lay of frozen age,” ’t' 
pilgrim sung, 

“Nor golden meed nor garment gay 
heavy tongue ; 

Oneo did I sit, thou bridegroom gay, at board as rich 
as thine, 

And by my side as fair a bride with all her charms 
was mine. 


But whether ’tw^as for joy or w’oe. 


unlocks his 


XXXIX. 

But loud she utter’d thanks to Heaven, and everv 
saintly power, 

That had return’d the Moringer before the midnight 
hour; 

And loud she utter’d vow on vow, that never was 
there bride, 

or been so 


' XXXIII. 

“ But time traced furrows on my face, and I grew 
silver-hau*’d. 

For locks of brown, and cheeks of youth, she left this 
brow and beard ; 

Once rich, but now a palmer poor, I tread life’s latest 
stage, 

And mingle wdtli your bridal mirth the lay of frozen 


That had like her preseived her troth, 
sorely tried. 


XL. 

“Yes, here I claim the praise,” she said, “to con- 
stant matrons due, 

Who keep the troth that they have plight, so stod- 
fastly and true ; 

For count the term howe’er you will, so that you 
count aright, 

Seven twelve-months and a day are out when bells 
toll twelve to-night.” 


, XXXIV. 

It was the noble Lady there this woful lay that hears, 
And for the aged pilgrim’s grief her eye was dimm’d 
with tears; 

She bade her gallant cupbearer a golden beaker take, 
And bear it to the palmer poor to quaff it for her sake. 


XLI. 

It was Marstetten then rose up, his falchion there he 
drew, 

He kneel’d before the Moringer, and down his won,, 
pon threw; 


xxxv. 

It WATS the noble Moringer that dropp’d amid the w 
A bridal ring of burning gold so costly and so fine 
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oath and faith arc broke,’’ these were 

the words ho saul, 

“ Then take, my liege, thy vasvsal’s sword, and take 
tliy vassal’s head.” 

XLII. 

Tlie noble Morlnger he smiled, and then aloud did say, 

“lie gathers wisdom that hath roam’d seven twelve- 
months and a day ; 

My daughter now hath fifteen years, fame speaks her 
sweet and fair, 

I give her for the bride you lose, and name her for 
my heir. 

XLIIL 

The young bridegroom hath youthful bride, the old 
bridegroom the old, 

Whose laith was kept till term and tide so punctually 
were told ; 

But blessings on the warder kind that oped my 
castle gate, 

T'or bad I come at morrow tide, I crane a day too 
late.” 


FROM THE GERMAN OP GOETHE. 

( The Erl-King is a goblin that haunts the Blueh Forest 
in Thuringia, — To he read hy a candle parlicufarly 
long in the mmJT.) 

O, WHO rides by night thro’ the woodland so wild ? 

It is the fond father embracing his child ; 

And close the boy nestles within his loved arm, 

To hold himself fast, and to keep himself warm. 

1 1797 . “ 77) lli'ss Ch'h'tian RutJier/ard.---l send agobHn 
story. You see I have not altogether lost the faculty of 
ihymisig. I a&sure you there is no anjall impudence in at- : 


O father, see yonder! see yonder T’ he says; 

My boy, upon what doest thou fearfully gaze 2 ” — 

“ O, ’tis the Eii-Kingwith his crown and his shroud.” 
“ No, my son, it is but a dark wreath of the cloud.” 

( The Erl-King speah.) 

“ 0 come and go with mo, thou loveliest child ; 

By many a gay sport shall thy time be beguiled ; 

My mother keeps for thee full many a fair toy, 

And many a fine flower shall she pluck for my hoy.” 

" O, father, my father, and did you not hear 
The Erl-King whisper so low in my ear ?” — 

" Be still, my heart’s darling— my child, be at ease ; 
It was but the wild blast as it sung thro’ the trees,” 

.Erl-Kmg, 

O wilt thou go with me, thou loveliest boy ? 

My daughter shall tend thee with care and with joy; 
She shall bear thee so lightly thro’ wet and thro’ wild, 
And press thee, and kiss thee, and sing to my child.” 

O hither, my father, and saw you not plain, 

The Erl-King’s pale daughter glide past thro’ the 
rain 2”— 

“ O yes, my loved treasure, I knew it full soon ; 

It was the grey willow that danced to the moon,” 

Erl-King, 

0 come and go with me, no longer delay, 

Or else, silly cliild, I will drag thee away.” — 

“ O father I O father ! now, now keep your hold, 

The Erl-King has seized me — his grasp is so cold I ” 

Sore trembled the father; he spurr’d-tliro’ the wild, 
Clasping close to his bosom his shuddering child; 

He reaches his dwelling in doubt and in dread, 

But, clasp’d to his bosom, the infant was dead! ” 


tempting a version of that ballad, as it lias been translated b| 


Lewis. .... W.S. — voL j. p. 378. 
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Egriral anti ;®li^cenanf£itijS Pitreil* 

IN THE OEDER OF THEIR COMPOSITION OR PUBLICATION. 


guSentlc Hilled. 


FXtOM VIRGIL. 


178*2.-- JEtat. 11. 


** Scott's autobiography tells us that his translations 
in verse from Horace and Virgil were often approved 
by JDr. AdamSj [Bector of the High School, Edin- 
burgh,] One of these little pieces, written in a weak 
boyish scrawl, within pencilled marks still visible, 
had been carefully preserved by his mother; it was 
found folded up in a cover, inscribed by the old lady 
— Walter’s Jirsi linesy 1782.” — Lockhart, Life 
of Seotty fol L, p, 129, 

In awful ruins JEtna thunders nigh, 

And sends in pitchy whirlwinds to the sky 
Black clouds of smoke, which, still as they aspire, 
From their dark sides there bursts the glowing fire ; 
At other times huge balls of fire are toss’d, 

That lick the stars, and in the smoke are lost : 
Sometimes the mount, with vast convulsions torn, 

^ Emits huge rocks, which instantly are borne 
With loud explosions to the starry skies. 

The stones made liquid as the huge mass flies. 

Then back again with greater weight recoils, 

While iEtna thundering from the bottom boils. 


in the shape of an apothecary’s bluo-busldned wife, 
&c. &c. These lines, and another short piece ‘ On 
the Setting Sun,’ were lately found wrapped up in 
a cover, inscribed by Dr. Adam, ‘ ’^Valter Scott, July 
1783.’” 

Loud o’er my head though awiul tliunders roll, 
And vhid lightnings flash from pole to pole, 

Yet ’tis thy voice, my God, that bids them fly. 

Thy arm directs those lightnings through the sky. 
Then let the good thy mighty name revere. 

And harden’d sinners thy just vengeance fear. 


dBn tJje Setting: 


Those evening clouds, that setting ray, 
And beauteous tints, serve to display 
Their great Creator’s praise ; 

Then let the short-lived thing call’d nia?* 
Whose life’s comprised within a span. 

To him ins homage raise. 

We often praise the evening clouds, 

And tints so gay and bold, 

But seldom tliink upon our God, 

Who tinged these clouds with gold ! * 


a Cf)uii3iEr g)t0r«u 


1783.--iET. 12. 


m)t 


In Scott’s Introduction to the Lay, he alludes 

to an original effusion of these ^ schoolboy clays,’ 

prompted by a thunder-storm, which he says ‘ %vas It appears from the Life of Scott, voL i., p. 333, that 
much approved of, until a malevolent critic sprung up these lines, first published in the English Minstrelsy 

1 ‘‘ It must, I think, be allowed that tliese lines, thonsh of Cowley at the same period, show, nevertheless, praiseworthy 
the class to which the poet himself modestly ascribes them, dexterity for ahoy of twelve.”— XiA’ of Scott, vol, i., p, 131, 
and not to he compared with the efforts of Pope, still less of 


m 


624 


SCOTT’S POETICx\L WORKS. 


i 

1810;, were wntten in 1797, on occasion of the Poet's 
disappointment in love. 

The violet in her greeii-wood howor, 

Where birchen boughs with hazels mingle, 

May boast itself the fairest flower 
In glen, or copse, or forest dingle. 

Though fair her gems of azure hno, 

Beneath the dew-drop's weight reclining ; 

Fve seen an eye of lovelier blue. 

More sweet through wat'ry lustre shining. 

The summer sun that dew shall dry, 

Ere yet the day be past its morrow ; 

Nor longer in my flilse love’s eye 
ilemain’d the tear of parting sorrow. 


a; 

WITH FLOWERS FROM A ROMAN WALL. 

’ 1797. 


Written in 1797, on an excursion from Gillsland, 
in Cumberland. See Life, vol. i., p. 365. 

Take these flowers which, purple waving, 

On the ruin’d rampart grew, 

Where, the sons of freedom braving, 

Rome’s imperial standards flew. 

Warriors from the breach of danger 
Pluck no longer laurels there ; 

They but yield the passing stranger 
Wild-flower wreathes for Beauty’s hair, 


^fragments. 


(I.) 33otf)faEn 


1799. 


The following fragment of a ballad written at 
Bothwell Castle, in the autumn of 1799, was first 
printed in the Life of Sir Walter Scott, vol. ii., p. 28. 

When fruitful Clydesdale’s a,nDle-bowers 
Are mellowing in the noon j 
When sighs round Pembroke’s ruin’d towers 
The sultry breath of June ; 


When Clyde, despite his sheltering wood, 
Must leave his channel dry ; 

And vainly o’er the limpid flood 
The angler guides his fly ; 

If chance by Bothwell’s lovely 
A wanderer thou hast been. 

Or hid thee from the summer’s bla v.e 
In Blantyre’s bowers of green. 

Pull wh6re the copsewood opens wild 
Thy pilgrim step hath staid, 

Where Bothwell’s towers, in ruin piled, 
O’erlook the verdant glade ; 

And many a tale of love and fear 
Hath mingled with the scene — 

Of Bothwcll’s banks that bloom’d so dear, 
And Both well’s bonny Jean. 

0, if with rugged minstrel lays 
Unsated be thy ear, 

And thou of deeds of other days 
Another tale wilt hear. — 

Then all beneath the spreading beech, 
Flung careless on the lea, 

The Gothic muse the tale shall teach 
Of Bothwell’s sisters three. 

Wight Wallace stood on Deckmont head. 
He blew his bugle round, 

Till the wild bull in Cadyow wood 
Has started at the sound. 

St. George’s ci’oss, o’er Bothwell hung. 
Was waving far and wide, 

And from the lofty turret flung 
Its crimson blaze on Clyde ; 

And rising at the bugle blast 
That marked the Scottish foe, 

Old England’s yeomen muster’d fast, 

And bent the Norman bow. 

Tall in the midst Sir Aylmer* rose. 

Proud Pembroke’s Earl was he — 
While” 


(2.) CaTir.2 


1799. 


Another imperfect ballad, in which he had meant 
to blend together two legends familiar to every reader 

tie, the Tuins of ■which attest Uie magnificeuce of the inva- 
der.— En. 

3 Life of Scott, vol. ii., p. 3i, 


J Sir Aylmer do Valence, Earl of Pembroke, Edward the 
i^irKt’s Govern or of Scotland, usually resided at Bothwell Cas- 



LYEI€AL 


AJSTD MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 


of Scottisli history and romancoj has been found in 
the same portfolio, and the handwriting proves it to 
be of the same early date. — Lockhaht, voL ii., p. 30 . 


And ne’er but once, ray son, he says. 

Was yon sad cavern trod, 

In persecution’s iron days, 

When the land was left by God, 

From Bewlie bog, with slaughter red, 

A wanderer hither drew, 

And oft he stopt and turn’d Iiis head. 

As by fits the night wind blew ; 

For trampling round by Cheviot edge 
Were heard the troopers been, 

And frequent from the Whitelaw ridge 
The death-shot flush'd between. 

The moonbeams through the misty shower 
On yon dark cavern fell ; 

Through the cloudy night the snow gleam’d white, 
Which sunbeam ne’er could quell. 

Yon cavern dark is rough and rude, 

And cold its jaws of snow ; 

But more rough and rude are the men of blood, 
That hunt my life below 1 

Yon spell-bound den, as the aged tell, 

Was hewn by demon’s hands ; 

But I had lourd^ melle with the fiends of hell, 
Than with Clavers and his band.” 

He heard the deep-mouth’d bloodhound bark, 

He heard the horses neigh, 

He plunged him in the cavern dai*k, 
xind downward sped his way. 

Now faintly down the winding path 
Came the cry of the faulting hound, 

And the mutter’d oath of baulked wrath 
Was lost in hollow sound. 

He threw him on the flinted floor’, 

And held his breath for fear ; 

He rose and bitter cursed his foes, 

As the sounds died on his ear. 

0 bare thine arm, thou battling Lord, 

For Scotland’s wandering band ; 

Dash from the oppressor’s grasp the sword, 

And sweep him from the land ! 

Forget not thou thy people’s groans 
From dark Dunnotter’s tower, 


J Lourd/ 1 e- liefer— rather. 


Mix’d with the seafowbs shrilly moans, 
And ocean’s bursting roar I 

O, in fell Clavers’ hour of pride, 

Even in his mightiest day, 

As bold he strides through conquest’s tide, 
O stretch him on the clay! 

His widow and his little ones, 

0 may their tower of trust 
Remove its strong foundation stones, 

And crush them in the dust 1 ” — 

Sweet prayers to me,” a voice replied, 
Thrice welcome, guest of mine ! ” 

And glimmering on the cavern side, 

A light was seen to shine. 

An aged man, in amice brown, 

Stood by the wanderer’s side, 

By powerful charm, a dead man’s arm 
The torch’s light supplied. 

From each stiff finger, stretch’d upright, 
Arose a ghastly flame. 

That waved not in the blast of night 
Which through the cavern came. 

0, deadly blue was that taper’s hue, 

That flamed the cavern o’er, 

But more deadly blue was the ghastly hue 
Of his eyes who the taper bore. 

He laid on his head a hand like lead, 

As heavy, pale, and cold — 

Yengeance be thine, thou guest of mine, 
If thy heart be firm and bold. 

‘‘ But if faint thy heart, and caitiff fear 
Thy recreant sinews know, 

The mountain erne thy heart shall tear, 
Thy nerves the hooded crow.” 

The wanderer raised him undismay’d ; 

“ My soul, by dangers steel’d, 

Is stubborn as my border blade, 

Which never knew to yield. 

“ And if thy power can speed the hour 
Of vengeance on my foes. 

Theirs be the fate, from bridge and gate, 
To feed the hooded crows.” 

The Brownie look’d him in the face. 

And his colour fled with speed — 

“ I fear me,” quoth he “ uneath it will be 
To match thy word and deed. 

“ In ancient days when Engli.sh bands 
Sore ravaged Scotland fair, 

2 a 
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Tlie sword and shield of Scottish land 
Was -valiant Halbert Kerr. 

« A warlock loved the warrior well, 

Sir Michael Scott by name, 

And he sought for his sake a spell to make, 

Should the Southern foemen tame. 

^ Look thou/ he said, ‘from Cessford head, 

As the July sun sinks low. 

And when glimmering white on Cheviot’s height 
Thou shalt spy a wreath of snow, 

The spell is complete which shall bring to thy 
■ ' feet , . 

The haughty Saxon foe.’ 

‘‘ For many a year wrought the wizard here, 

In Cheviot’s bosom low, 

Till the spell was complete, and in July’s heat 
Appear’d December’s snow ; 

But Cessford’s Halbert never came 
The wondrous cause to know. 

“ For years before in Bowden aisle 
The warrior’s hones had lain, 

And after short wlxile, by female guile, 

Sir Mchael Scott was slain. 

“ But me and my brethren in this cell 
His mighty charms retain, — 

And he that can quell the powerful spell 
Shall o’er broad Scotland reign.” 

He led him through an iron door 
And up a winding stair, 

And in wild amaze did the wanderer gaze 
On the sight which open’d there. 

Through the gloomy night flash’d ruddy light,' — 
A thousand torches glow ; 

The cave rose high, like the vaulted sky, 

O’er stalls in double row. 

In every stall of that endless hall 
Stood a steed in barbing bright ; 

At the foot of each steed, all arm’d save the head, 
Lay stretch’d a stalwart knight. 

In each mail’d hand was a naked brand j 
As they lay on the black bull’s hide, 

Each visage stern did upwards turn, 

With eyeballs fix’d and wide. 

A launcegay strong, full twelve ells long, 

By every warrior hung ; 

At each pommel there, for battle yare, 

A J edwood axe was slung. 

The casque hung near each cavalier; 

The plumes waved mournfully 


At every tread which the wanderer made 
Through the hall of gramarye. 

The ruddy beam of the torches’ gleam 
That glared the warriors on, 

Reflected light from armour bright, 

In noontide splendour shone. 

And onward seen in lustre sheen, 

Still lengthening on the sight. 

Through the boundless hall stood steeds in stall, 
And by each lay a sable knight. 

Still as the dead lay each horseman dread, 

And moved nor limb nor tongue ; 

Each steed stood stiff as an earthfast cliff, 

Nor hoof nor bridle rung. 

No sounds through all the spacious hall 
The deadly still divide, 

Save where echoes aloof from the vaulted roof 
To the wanderer’s stop replied. 

At length before Ids wondering eyes, 

On an iron column borne. 

Of antique shape, and giant size, 

Appear’d a sword and horn. 

“ Now choose thee here,” quoth his leader, 

“ Thy venturous fortune try ; 

Thy woe and weal, thy boot and bale, 

In yon brand and bugle lie.” 

To the fatal brand he mounted his hand, 

But his soul did quiver and quail ; 

The life-blood did start to his shuddering heart. 
And left him wan and pale. 

The brand he forsook, and the horn he took 
To ’say a gentle sound ; 

But so wild a blast from the bugle brast. 

That the Cheviot rock’d around. 

From Forth to Tees, from seas to seas. 

The awful bugle rung ; 

On Carlisle wail, and Berwick withal. 

To arms the warders sprung. 

With clank and clang the cavern rang, 

The steeds did stamp and neigh ; 

And loud was the yell as each warrior fell 
Sterte up with hoop and cry. 

“ Woe, w^oe,” they cried, “ thou caitiff coward. 
That ever thou vvert born ! 

Why drew yc not the knightly sword 
Before ye blew the horn?” 

The morning on the mountain shone. 

And on the bloody ground 
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Hurl’d from the cave with shiver’d bone, 
The mangled wretch was found. 

And still beneath the cavern dread, 
Among the glidders grey, 

A shapeless stone wdth lichens spread 
Marks where the wanderer lay.” ^ 

• % . « . ' * * ' « « 


(3.) C5jebt0t 


179.9. 


« ^ * * * * 

Ho sit old Cheviot’s crest below, 

And pensive mark the lingering snow 
In all his scaurs abide, 

And slow dissolving from the hill 
In many a sightle.ss, soundless rill, 

Feed sparkling Bowmont’s tide. 

Fair shines the stream by bank and lea, 

As wimpling to the eastern sea 
She seeks Till’s sullen bed, 

Indenting deep the fatal plain, 
lYhere Seotland’s noblest, brave in vain, 
Around their monarch bled. 

And westward hills on hills you see, 

Even as old Ocean’s mightiest sea 
Heaves high her -waves of foam, 

Dark and snow-ridged from Cutsfeld’s wold 
To the proud foot of Cheviot roll’d. 

Earth’s mountain billows come. 

«»• * «■ * * * 


1 The reader may be interested by comparing with this 
ballad the author's prose version of part of its legend, as 
given in one of the last works of his pen. He says, in the 
Letters on Demonology and Witchcraft, 1830 Thomas of 
Ercildo^vne, during his retirement, has been supposed, from 
time to time, to be levying forces to take the field in some 
crisis of his country’s fate. The story has often been told of a 
daring horse-jockey having sold a black horse to a man of ve- 
nerable and antique appearance, who appointed the remark- 
able hillock upon Eildon hills, called the Lucken-hare, as the , 
place where, at twelve o’clock at night, he should receive the 
price. He came, his money was paid in ancient coin, and he 
was invited by .his customer to view his residence. The trader 
in horses followed his guide in the deepest astonishment 
through several long ranges of stalls, in each of which a horse 
stood motionless* while an armed warrior lay equally still at 
the charger’s feet. ‘All these men,* said the wizard in a 
whisper, ‘ will awaken at the battle of Sheriffmuir.’ At the 
extremity of this extraordinary depot hung a sword and a 


(4.)C5« 


1802. 


In ‘'^The Reiver’s Wedding,” the Poet had evident- 
ly designed to blend together two traditional stories 
concerning his own forefathers, the Scots of Harden, 
which are detailed in the first chapters of his X4fe, 
The biographer adds : — I know not for what rea- 
son, Loch wood, the ancient fortress of the Johnstones 
in Annandale, has been substituted for the real loca- 
lity of his ancestor’s drumhead Wedding Contract.”— 
Life^ vol. ii., p. 94. 


O will ye hear a mirthful bourd I 
Or will ye hear of eourtesie % 

Or will hear how a gallant lord 
Was wedded to a gay ladye % 

Ca’ out the kye,” quo’ the village herd, 

As he stood on the knowe, 

Ca’ this ane’s nine and that ane’s ten, 

And bauld Lord William’s cow.” — 

" Ah ! by my sooth,” quoth William then, 

And stands it that way now, 

When knave and churl have nine and ten, 

That the Lord has hut his cow 1 

I swear by the light of the Michaelmas moon. 
And the might of Mary high. 

And by the edge of my braidsword brown, 
They shall soon say Harden’s kye.” 

He took a bugle frae his side. 

With names carved o’er and o’er— 

Full many a chief of meikle pride 
That Border bugle bore— 


horn, wliieb the prophet pointed out to the horse-dealer as 
containing the means of dissolving the spell. The man in 
confusion took the horn and attempted to wind it. The horses 
instantly started in their stalls, stamped, and shook their 
bridles, the men arose and clashed their armour, and the 
mortal, terrified at the tumult he had excited, dropped the 
horn from his hand, A voice like that of a giant, louder even 
than the tumult around, pronounced these words:— 

‘ Woe to the coward that ever he was bom. 

That did not draw the sword before he blew the horn.* 

A whirlwind expelled the horse-dealer from the cavern, the 
entrance to which he could never again find. A moral might 
be perhaps extracted from the legend, namely, that it is better 
to be armed against danger before bidding it defiance.” 

2 This celebrated horn is still in the possession of the chiof 
of the Harden family, Lord Polwartiu 
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He blew a note baith sharp and hie. 

Till rode and water rang around — ; 

Three score of moss-troopers and three I 

Have mounted at that bugle sound. | 

The Michaelmas moon had enter’d then, 

And ore she wan the full, 

Ye might see by her light in Harden glen 
A bow o’ kye and a bassen’d bull. 

And loud and loud in Harden, tower 
The giiaigh gaed round wd’ meiklc glee ; 

For the English beef was brought in bower 
And the English ale flow’d merrilic. 

And mony a guest from Teviotside 
A.nd Yarrow’s Braes was thci’e ; 

Was never a lord in Scotland wide 
That made rnoro dainty fare. 

They ate, they laugh’d, tlmy sang and qualT’d, 

Till nought on board was seen. 

When knight and squire were boune to dine, 

But a spur of silver sheen. 

Lord William has ta’en his berry brown steed — 
A sore shent man was he ; 

** Wait ye, my guests, a little speed — ■ 

Weel feasted ye shall be.” 

He rode him down by Falsehope burn, 

His cousin dear to see, 

With him to take a riding turn — 
Wat-draw-the-sword was he. 

And when ho came to Falsehope glen, 

Beneath the trysting-tree, 

On the smooth green was carved plain, 

To Loehwood bound are we.” 

0 if they be gane to dark Loehwood 
To drive the Warden’s gear, 

Betwixt our names, I ween, there’s feud ; 

I’ll go and have my share : 

For little reck I for Johnstone’s feud, 

The Warden though he he.” 

So Lord William is away to dark Loehwood, 
With ridex'3 barely three. 

The Warden’s daughters in Loehwood sate, 

Were all both fair and gay, 

All save the Lady Margaret, 

And she was wan and wae. 

The sister, Jean, had a full fair skin, 

And Grace was hauld and braw ; 

1 “ At Linton, in Roxburghshire, there is a circle of stones 
surrounding a smooth plot of turf, called the Tryst^ or place 
of appointment, which, tradition avers to have been the ren- 
dezvous of the neighbouring warriors. The name of the 


But the leal-fast heart her breast within 
It weel w'as worth tliein a’. 

Her father ’s pranked her sisters twa 
With meikle joy and pride; 

But Margaret maun seek Dundrennan’s wa’ — 
She ne’er can be a bride. 

On spear and casque by gallants gent 
Her sisters’ scarfs were borne, 

But never at tilt or tournament 
W^ere Margaret’s colours worn. 

Her sisters rode to Thirlstane bower, 

But she was left at hame 
To wander round the gloomy tower, 

And sigh young Harden’s name. 

Of all the knights, the knight most fair, 
From Yarrow to tlie Tyne,” 

Soft sigh’d the maid, is Harden’s heir, 

But ne’er can he be mine; 

Of al# the maids, the foulest maid 
From Teviot to the Bee, 

All 1” sighing sad, that lady said, 

Can ne’er young Harden’s be,” — 

She looked up the briery glen, 

And up the mossy brae, 

And she saw a score of her father’s men 
Yclad in the Johnstone grey. 

0 fast and fast they downwards sped 
The moss and briers among, 

And in the midst the troopers led 
A shackled knight along. 

«• * * * -X- * 


Siuitntatt0m 

WHITTEN UNDER THE THREAT OF INVASION IN THi-’. 
AUTU:\IN OF 1804. 

The forest of Glenmore is drear, 

It is all of black pine and the darlc oak-tree; 

And the midnight wind, to the mountain deer, 

Is whistling the forest lullaby : 

The moon looks tlirough the diifting storm, 

But the troubled lake reflects not her form, 

leader was cut in the turf, and the arrangement of the letters 
announced to his followers the course which he had taken.”— 
Int'Oduction io the Minslnlsy, p. 1{>5. 
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Fop tlie waves roll wliitening to the land, 

And dash against the siielvy strand. 

There is a voice among the trees, 

That mingles with the groaning oak — 

That mingles with the stormy breeze. 

And the lake-waves dashing against the rock 
There is a voice within the wood, 

The voice of the hard in fitful mood ; 

His song was louder than the blast, 

As the bard of Glenmore through the forest past. 


Bristles my hair, my sinews quake, 

At the dread voice of other years — 

When targets clash'd, and bugles rung, 
And blades round warriors heads were flung 
The foremost of the band w'ere we, 

And hymn’d the joys of Liberty I” 


fficnhcllim 


“ Wake ye from your sleep of death, 
Minstrels and bards of other days ! 

For the midnight wind is on the heath, 
And the midnight meteors dimly blaze : 
The Spectre with his Bloody Hand,’^ 

Is wandering through the wild woodland; 
The owl and the raven arc mute for dread. 
And the time is meet to awake the dead ! 


In the sprwfj r/i805, a young gentleman of ialenU^ and 
of a most amkihle deposit ion, pemlied by losing Ms way 
on the mountain Helbiellyn, His remains were not dis- 
covercdiillthree tnonfhs a/tencanls, lehcn ilieywerefound 
guarded hy a faithful icrricr-hiichj his consiaiit atten- 
dant during frequent solitary rambles through the icihk 
of Cumberland and ^Yebin^or€land, 


Souls of the mighty, wake and say. 

To what iiigh strain your harps were strung, 
When Lochlin plow'd her billowy way, 

And on your shores her Norsemen flung? 
Her Norsemen train’d to spoil and blood. 
Skill’d to prepare the Raven’s food, 

All, by your Iiarpmv;s, doom’d to die 
On bloody Largs and Loncarty.- 


I climb’d the dark brow of the mighty Ilellvellyn, 
Lakes and mountains beneath me gleam'd misty and 
wide ; 

All was still, save by fits, when the eagle was yelling, 
And starting around me the echoes replied. 

On the right, Striden-edge round the Red-tarn was 
bending, 

And Catchedieam its loft verge was defending, 

One huge nameless rock in the front was ascending, 
When I mark’d the sad spot where the wanderer 
had died. 


Mute are ye all? No murmurs strange 
Upon the midnight breeze sail by ; 

Nor through the pines, with whistling change 
Mimic the harp’s wild harmony 1 
Mute are ye now? — Ye ne’er were mute, 
When IMurder with his bloody foot, 

And Rapine with his iron hand, 

Were hovering near yon mountain strand. 


Dark green was that spot ’mid the brown mountain- 
heather, 

Where the Pilgidm of Nature lay stretch’d in decay, 
Like the corpse of an outcast abandon’d to weather, 
Till the mountain winds wasted the tenantlcss 


0 yet awake the strain to tell, 

By every deed in song enroll'd, 

By every chief who fought or fell, 

For Albion’s weal in battle bold: — 
From Coilgach,^ first who roll’d his ear 
Through the deep ranks of Roman wai*, 
To him, of veteran mcmoi 7 dear, 

Who victor died on Aboukir. 


Nor yet quite deserted, though lonely extended, 
For, faithful in death, his mute fiivourite attended. 
The much -loved remains of her master defended, 
And chased the hill-fox and the raven away. 


" By all their swords, by all their scars, 
By all their names, a mighty spell 1 
By all their wounds, by all their wans, 
Arise, the mighty strain to tell ! 

For fiercer than fierce Hengist’s strain, 
More impious than the heathen Dane, 
More grasping than all-grasping Rome, 
Gaul’s ravening legions hitlier come ! ” 
The wind is hush’d, and still the lake — 
Strange murmurs fill my tinlding ears, 


How' long didst then think that his silence was slumber 1 
When the wind w'aved his garment, how oft didst 
thou start? 

How many long days and long weeks didst thou luim* 
her. 

Ere he faded before thee, the friend of thy heart ? 

And, oh, was it meet, that— no requiem read o’er 
him — 


2 Where the Norwegian invader of {Scotland 
bloody defeats. 

3 The Galgacus of Tacitus. 


1 The forest of Glenmore is liauutedby a spirit called Lham- 
dearg, or Ecd-hand. 
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No mother to weep^ and no friend to deplore him. 
And thou, little guardian, alone stretch’d before him-— 
TJnhonour’dthe Pilgrim from life should depart? 

TOen a Prince to the fate of the Peasant has yielded, 
The tapestry waves dark round the dim-lighted hall ; 
With scutcheons of silver the coflEln is shielded, 

And pages stand mute by the canopied pall: 
Through the courts, at deep midnight, the torches are 
gleaming; 

In the proudly-arch’d chapel the banners are beaming. 
Far adown the long aisle sacred music is streaming, 
Lamenting a Chief of the people should fall. 

But meeter for thee, gentle lover of nature, 

To lay down thy head like the meek mountain lamb, 
When, wilder’d, he drops from some cliif huge in 
stature, 

And draws his last sob by the side of his dam. 

^nd more stately thy couch by this desert lake lying. 
Thy obseq^uies sung by the grey plover flying. 

With one faithful friend but to witness thy dying, 

In the arms of Hellvellyn and Catchedicam, 


, And oh, Dinas Emlinn ! thy daughters so fair. 

Who heave the white bosom, and wave the dark hair; 
What tuneful enthusiast shall worship tlreir eye, 
When half of their charms with Cadwallon shall die ? 


Then adieu, silver Teivi ! I quit thy loved scene, 
To join the dim choir of the- bards who have been ; 
With Lewarch, and Meilor, and Merlin the Old, 
And sage Taliessin, high harping to hold. 


I And adieu, Dinas Emlinn ! still green he thy shades, 
XJneonquor’d thy warriors, and matchless thy maids ! 
i And thou, whose faint w'arblings my weakness can tell, 
Farewell, my loved Harp ! my last treasure, farewell ! 




AiR—77ie War-Song of the Men of Glamorgan. 


1806. 

Air— D affgdz Gangwen, 

The Welsh iradUion hears, that a Bat'd, on his death- 
bed, demanded his harp, and played tJie air to which 
these verses are adapted; requeuing that it might he per- 
formed at his funeral. 


I. 

Dinas Emlinn, lament ; for the moment is nigh, 
When mute in the woodlands thine echoes shall die : 
No more by sweet Teivi Cadwallon shall rave, 

And mix Ms wild notes with the wdld dashing wave, 

II. 

spring and in autumn thy glories of shade 
Unhonour’d shall flourish, unhonourid shall fade; 

soon shall be lifeless the eye and the tongue, 
That view’d them with rapture, with rapture that sung. 

III. 

sons, Dinas Emlinn, may march in their pride, 
the proud Saxon from Prestatyn’s side; 
where is the harp shall give life to their name ? 
where is the hard shall give heroes their fame 1 

1 This and the following were written for Mr. George Thom- 
son’s Welsh Airs, and are contained in his Select Melodies, 
voi. i. 


The Welsh, inhabiting a mountainous country, and pos- 
sessing only an inferior breed of horses, were usually 
unable to encounter the shock of the Anglo-Nortnan 
cavalry. Occasiotially, however, they were successful 
in repeltwg the invaders ; and the following verses are 
supposed to celebrate a defeat ofGi,\'R^,Earl ofStriguil 
and Pembroke, and o/* Neville, Baron of Chepstow, 
Lords-Marcliers of Monmouthshire. Bymny is a 
stream ichich divides the counties of Monmouth and 
Glamorgan : Caerphili,tlie scene of the supposed buttle, 
is a vale upon its banks, dignified by the ruins of a 
very ancient castle. 


■ L ' 

E'BD glows the forge in Striguirs bounds, 

And hammers din, and anvil sounds. 

And armourers, with iron toil, 

Barb many a steed for battle’s broil. 

Foul fall the hand which bends the steel 
Around the courser’s thundering heel. 

That e’er shall dint a sable wound 
On fair Glamorgan’s velvet ground ! 

II. 

From Chepstow’s towers, ere dawn of morn. 
Was heard afar the bugle-horn ; 

And forth, in banded pomp and pride. 

Stout Clare and fiery Neville ride. 

They swore, their banners broad should gleam, 
In crimson light, on Rymny’s stream ; 
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Hiey vow’d, Caerpliili’s sod shonld feel 
The Norman chargers spurning heel. 

III. 

And sooth they swore — the sun arose, 

And Rymny’s wave with crimson glows ; 

For Clare’s red banner, floating wide, 

Boil’d down the stream to Severn’s tide ! 

And sooth they vow’d — the trampled green 
Show’d where hot Nerille’s charge had been : 
In every sable hoof-tramp stood 
A Norman horseman’s curdling blood ! 

IV. 

Old Chepstow’s brides may curse the toil, 
That arm’d stout Clare for Cambrian broil ; 
Their orphans long the art may rue, 

For Neville’s war-horse forged the shoe. 

No more the stamp of armed steed 
Shall dint Glamorgan’s velvet mead ; 

Nor trace be there, in early spring. 

Save of the Fairies’ emerald ring. 


xif Carff.i 


1806. 


0, LOW shone the sun on the fair lake of Toro, 

And weak were the whispers that waved the dark 
wood. 

All as a fair maiden, bewilder’d in sorrow, 

Sorely sigh’d to the breezes, and wept to the flood. 
0 saints! from the mansions of bliss lowly bending; 
Sweet Virgin ! who hearest the suppliant’s cry, 
Now grant my petition, in anguish ascending, 

My Henry restore, or let Eleanor die 1 ” 

All distant and faint were the sounds of the battle. 
With the breezes they rise, with the breezes they fail, 
Till the shout, and the groan, and the conflict’s dread 
rattle, 

And the chase’s wild clamour, came loading the gale. 
Breathless she gazed on the woodlands so dreary; 

Slowly approaching a warrior was seen; 

Life’s ebbing tide mark’d his footsteps so weary. 

Cleft was his helmet, and woe was his mien. 

0 save thee, fair maid, for our armies are flying ! 

O save thee, fair maid, for thy guardian is low ! 
Deadly cold on yon heath thy brave Henry is lying. 
And fast through the woodland approaches the foe.” 


1 This, and the thi:eo following, were first published in 
Haydn's Collection of Scottish Airs. Edin. 1806. 


Scarce could he falter the tidings of sorrow, 

And scarce could she hear them- benumb’d with 



And when the sun sank on the sweet lake of Toro, 
For ever he set to the Brave and the Fair. 
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“ 0 OPEN the door, some pity to show, 
Keen blows the northern wind I 
The glen is white with the drifted snow. 
And the path is hard to find. 

No outlaw seeks your castle gate. 
From chasing the King’s deer, 
Though even an outlaw’s wretched state 
Might claim compassion here. 

A weary Palmer, worn and weak, 

I wander for my sin ; 

0 open, for Our Lady’s sake ! 

A pilgrim’s blessing win ! 

“I’ll give you pardons from the Pope, 
And reliques from o’er the sea ; 

Or if for these you will not ope, 

Yet open for charity. 

“ The hare is crouching in her form. 
The hart beside tbe bind ; 

An aged man, amid the storm, 

No shelter can I find. 

“ You hear the Ettriek’s sullen roar, 
Dark, deep, and strong is he, 

And I must ford the Ettrick o’er. 

Unless you pity me. 

“ The iron gate is bolted hard, ' 

At which I knock in vain ; 

The owner’s heart is closer barr’d, 

"Who hears me thus complain. 

“ Farewell, frrewell ! and Mary grant. 

When old and frail you be, 

You never may tbe shelter want, 

That’s now denied to me.” 

The Banger on his couch lay warm, 

And heard him plead in vain ; 

But oft amid December’s storm, 

He ll hear that voice again : 
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For lo, when through the vapours dank, 
Morn shone on Ettrick fair, 

A corpse amid the alders rank, 

The Palmer welter'd there. 




1005. 


Tk^re is a tradition in Timeddale^ that, idkm NeiclpaiJi 
Castle, mar Peebles, was infmbited hj the Earls of 
March, a muiml passion sz&sisted between a daughter 
of that noble faimly, and a so7i o f Urn Laird ofTmhk- 
law, in Ettrick Forest. As the alliance teas ihongH 
msuitahk by her parents, the young man umit abroad. 
During his absence., the lady fell into a misztmption ; 
and at length, as the o?iIy 7nea7is ofsartiny her life, her 
father consented that her lover slmdd he recalled. On 
the day when he was eapeeted to pass through Peebles, 
on the road to Tushie/aw, the young lady, though much 
exhausted, caused herself to he carried to the balcony of 
a house in Peebles, belonging to the family, that she 
migU see him as he rode pasi. Her afuvieiy a7zd eager-^ 
ness gave such force to her organs, that site is said to 
have distinguished his horse’s footsteps at an incredible 
distance. But Tushielaw, unprepared for the change 
in h&r appm.ra7ice, and not expecting to see her in that 
place, rode cm without recognizing her, or exen slaehn- 
ing his pace. The hdy ivas unable to support the 
shock; and, after a sho?i struggle, died in the arms of 
her oMendards. There is an incident similar to this ira-' 
ditional tale in Count Hamilton's Flour d^Epmel^ 


0 lovers’ eyes are sharp to see, 

And. lovers’ ears in hearing ; 

And love, in life’s extremity, 

Can lend an hour of cheering. 

Disease had been in Mary’s bower, 

And slow decay from mourning. 

Though now she sits on Neidpath’s tower, 
To watch her love’s returning. 

All sunk and dim her eyes so bright, 

Her form decay’d by pining, 

Till through her \va.sted hand, at night, 
You saw the taper shining; 

By fits, a sultry hectic hue 
Across her cheek were flying ; 

By fits, so ashy pale she grew. 

Her maidens thought her dying. 

Yet keenest powers to see and hear, 
Seem’d in her frame residing ; 

Before the watch-dog prick’d his ear, 

She heard her lover’s riding ; 


Ere scarce a distant form was ken’di. 
She know, and waved to greet him ; 
And o’er the battlement did bend. 

As on the wdng to meet him. 

Pic came — ^lie pass’d — an heedless gaze, 
As o’er some stranger glancing ; 

Her w’^elcome, spoke in faltering phrase, 
Lost in his courser’s prancing — 

The castle arch, whose hollow tone 
Returns each whisper spoken, 

Could scarcely catch the feeble moan. 
Which told her heart was broken. 


OTaitUtiiiig 'illtinir* 
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All joy was bereft me the day tliat you left me, 

And climb’d the tall vessel to sail yon wide sea ; 

0 weary betide it 1 I wander’d beside it, 

And bann’d it for parting my Willie and me. 

. ■ , ■*' ' ' . 

Far o’er the wave hast thou follow’d thy fortune, 

Oft fought the squadrons of France and of Spain ; 
Ae kiss of w’elcome’s worth twenty at parting, 

Now I hae gotten my Willie again. 

W^hen the sky it was mirk, and the winds they were 
wailing, 

I sat on the beach wi’ the tear in my ce, 

And thought o’ the bark wliere my WPllie was sailing, 
And wish’d that the tempest could a’ blaw on me. 

Now that thy gallant ship rides at her mooring, 

Now that my wanclere’ris in safety at hame, 

IMusic to me were the wildest winds’ roaring, 

That e’er o’er Incli-Keith drove the dark ocean faem. 

■When the lights they did blaze, and the guns they 
did rattle, 

And blithe was each heart for the great victory, 

In secret I wept for the dangers of battle, 

And thy glory itself was scarce comfort to me. 

But now shalfc thou toll, while I eagerly listen, 

Of each bold adventure, and every brave scar ; 

And trust me, I’ll smile, though niy een they may 
glisten; 

P’or sweet after danger ’s the tale of the war. 

And oh, how we doubt when there's distance ’tween 
lovers, 

When there’s naetliing to speak to the heart thro’ 
the eo: 
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How often the kindest and warmest prove rovers. 

And the love of the faithful! est ebbs like the sea. 

Till^ at times — could I help it ? — I pined and I pon- 
der’d, 

If love could change notes like the bird on the 
, tree,' — ■, 

Now I’ll ne’er ask if thine eyes may hae wander’d, 
Enougli, thy leal heart has been constant to me. 

Welcome, from sweeping o’er sea and through channel, 
Hardships and danger despising for fame, 
Furnishing story for glory’s bright annal, 

Welcome, my wanderer, to Jeanie and hame ! 

Enough, now thy story in annals of glory 
Has humbled the pride of France, HoUand, and 
Spain; 

No more shait thou grieve me, no more shalt thou 
leave me, 

I never %viii part with my ’iVillie again. 




loOS. 


" The impeachment of Lord Mehille was among 
the first measures of the new (Whig) Government; 
and personal affection and gratitude graced as -well 
as heightened the zeal with which Scott watched the 
issue of this, in his eyes, vindictive proceeding ; but, 
though the ex-minister’s ultimate acquittal was, as to 
all the charges involving his personal honour, complete, 
it must now be allowed that the investigation brought 
out many circumstances by no means creditable to 
his discretion; and the rejoicings of his friends ought 
not, therefore, to have been scornfully jubilant. Such 
they 'were, however— at least in Edinburgh ; and Scott 
took his share in them by inditing a song, which was 
sung by James Ballantyne, and received with clamo- 
rous applauses, at a public dinner given in honour of 
the event, on the 27th of June 1806.” — Life, vol. ii., p. 
322. 


Since here we arc set in array round the table. 

Five hundred good fellows well met in a hall, 

Come listen, brave boys, and I’ll sing as I’m able 
How innocence triumph’d and pride got a fall. 

But push round the claret — 

Come, stewards, don’t spare it— 

’ Puhlislied on a broadside, and reprinted in the Life of 
Ecott, 
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With rapture you’ll drink to the toast that 1 give! 
Here, hoys. 

Off with it rnewily — 

Melville for ever, and long may he live I 

■What were the Whigs doing, when boldly pursuing, 
Pitt banish’d Rebellion, gave Treason a string ? 
Why, they swore on their honour, for Aexhue 
O’C oNNon, 

And fought hard for Despaed against country and 
king. 

Well, then, we knew, boys, 

Pitt and Melville \vere true boys, 

And the tempest was raised by the friends of Reform, 
Ah, woe ! 

Weep to his memoiy; 

Low lies the pilot that w^eather’d the storm I 

I And pray, don’t you mind when the Blues first were 
1 raising. 

And we scarcely could think the house safe o’er our 
heads 2 

When villains and coxcombs, French politics praising, 
Drove peace from our tables and sleep from our beds 1 
Our hearts they grew holder 
Yv hen, musket on shoulder, 

Stepp’d forth our old Statesmen example to give. 
Come, boys, never fear, 

Drink the Blue grenadier — 

Here’s to old Haeey, and long may he live I 

They would turn us adrift ; though rely, sir, upon It— 
Our own faithful chronicles warrant us that 
The free mountaineer and his bonny blue bonnet 
Have oft gone as far as the regular’s bat. 

We laugh at their taunting, 

For all we are wanting 
Is licence our life for our country to give. 

Off with it merrily, 

Horse, foot, and artillery, 

Each loyal Volunteer, long may he live ! 

’Tis not us alone, boys— the Army and Ka^vj 
Have each got a slap ’mid their politic pianks; 
Cornwallis cashier’d, that watch’d winters to save ye, 
And the Cape call’d a bauble, unworthy of thanka. 
But vain is their taunt, 

No soldier shall want 

The thanks that his country to valour can give : 
Come, boys, 

Drink it off merrily, — 

Sir David and Popham, and long may they live! 

And then our revenue — ^Lord knows howthey view’d it, 
Wiiile each petty statesman talk’d lofty and big; 
But the beer-tax was weak, as if Y'hitbread iiad 
brew’d it. 

And the pig-iron duty a shame to a jng. 

In vain is their vaunting, 

Too surely there’s wanting 
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Wliat judgment, expenence, and steadiness give: 
ComCj boys, 

Drink about merrily,— 

Health to sage Melville, and long may he live ! 

Our King, too— our Princess— I dare not say more, 

■ 'Sir,— 

May Providence watch them with mercy and might I 
Wliile there’s one Scottish hand that can wag a clay- 
more, sir. 

They shall ne’er want a friend to stand up for their 
right. 

Be damn’d he that dare not, — 

For my part, ITl spare not 
To beauty afflicted a tribute to give ; 

Fill it up steadily. 

Drink it off readily— 

Here’s to the Princess, and long may she live ! 

And since we must not set Auld Reelde in glory, 

And make her brown visage as light as her 
heart;^ 

Till each man illumine his own upper story. 

Nor law-hook nor lawyer shall force ns to part. 

In Grenville and Spencer, 

And some few good men, sir, 

High talents we honour, slight difierence forgive ; 
But the Brewer we’ll hoax. 

Tally ho to the Fox, 

And drink Melville for ever, as long as we live I”— 


liinttn's Jjtfng. 


1808. 


Waken, lords and ladies gay. 

On the mountain dawns the day. 

All the jolly chase is here, 

With hawk, and horse, and hunting»spear I 
Hounds are in their couples yelling, 

Hawks are whistling, horns are knelling, 
Merrily, merrily, mingle they, 

" Walien, lords and ladies gay.” 

Waken, lords and ladies gay. 

The mist has left the mountain grey, 


1 The Magistrates of Edinburgh bad rejected an application 
for illumination of the town, on the arrival of the news of 
Lord Melville’s acquittal. 

2 First published in the continuation of Strutt’s Queenhoo- 
hall, 1808, inserted in the Edinburgh Annual Register of the 
same year, and set to a Welsh air in Thomson’s Select Melth 
dies, vol. iii. I 8 I 7 . 

2 Published anonymously iu the Edinburgh Annual Regis- 


Springlets in the dawn are steaming, 
Diamonds on the brake are gleaming: 
And foresjters have busy been. 

To track the buck in thicket green ; 

Now we come to chant our lay, 

W aken, lords and ladies gay.” 

Waken, lords and ladies gay, 

To the green-wood haste away ; 

We can show you where he lies, 

Fleet of foot, and tall of size; 

We can show the marks he made. 

When ’gainst the oak his antlers fray’d ; 
You shall see him brought to bay, 
Waken, lords and ladies gay.” 

Louder, louder chant the lay, 

Waken, lords and ladies gay I 
Tell them youth, and mirth, and glee, 
Eun a course as well as we; 

Time, stern huntsman ! who can baulk, 
Stanch as hound, and fleet as hawk ; 
Think of this, and rise with day, 

Gentle lords and ladies gay. 


IN IMITATION OF AN OLD ENGLISH POEM. 


1808. 


My wayward fate I needs must plain, 
Though bootless be the theme ; 

I loved, and was beloved again, 

Yet all was but a dream: 

For, as her love was quickly got, 

So it was quickly gone ; 

No more I’ll bask in flame so hot, 

But coldly dwell alone. 

Not maid more bright than maid was e’er 
My fancy shall beguile, 

By flattering word, or feigned tear, 

By gesture, look, or smile : 

No moi*e I’ll call the shaft fair shot, 

TilHt has fairly flown, 

Nor scorch me at a flame so hot 
I’ll rather freeze alone. 


ter of 1808. Writing to his brother Thomas, the author says. 
“ The Resolve is mine ; and it is not— or, to bo less enigmati- 
cal, it is an old fragment, -which I coopered up into its present 
state with the purpose of quizzing certain judges of poetry, 
who have been extremely delighted, and declare that no liv- 
ing poet could write in the same exquisite taste.”— Life qj 
Scott, vol, hi., p. 
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Each ambush’d Cupid I’li defy, 

In cheek, or chin, or brov^ 

And deem the glance of woman’s eye 
As weak as woman’s vow : 

I’ll lightly hold the lady’s heart, 

That is but lightly won ; 

I’ll steel my breast to beauty’s art, 

And learn to live alone. 

The flaunting torch soon blazes out, 

The diamond’s ray abides ; 

The flame its glory hurls about, 

The gem its lustre hides; 

Such gem I fondly deem’d was mine, 
And glow’d a diamond stone, 

But, since each eye may see it shine. 

I’ll darkling dwell alone. 

No waking dream shall tinge my thought 
With dyes so bright and vain, 

No silken net, so slightly wrought, 

Shall tangle me again : 

No more I ’ll pay so dear for wit, 

I’ll live upon mine own, 

Nor shall wild passion trouble it, — 

I’ll rather dwell alone. 

And thus I’ll hush my heart to rest,— 

« rpjjy labour’s lost ; 

Thou shait no more be wildly blest, 

To be so strangely crost ; 

The widow’d turtles mateless die, 

The phosnix is but one ; 

They seek no loves — no more will I- — 

I’ll rather dwell alone.” 


DESIGNED FOR A MONUMENT 
IN LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL, AT THE BURIAL-PLACE OF 
THE FAMILY OF MISS SEWARD. 

Amid these aisles, whex’e once his precepts show’d 
The Heavenward pathway which in life he trod, 

This simple tablet marks a Father’s bier, 

And those he loved in life, in death are near ; 

For him, for them, a Daughter bade it rise, 

Blemorial of domestic charities. 

Still wouldst thou know why o’er the marble spread, 
In female grace the willow droops her head ; 

Why on her branches, silent and unstinmg, 

The minstrel harp is emblematic hung ; 


1 Edinburgh Amiual Register, 18{)9. 
s* MissBaillie’s FamMy Legend was produced with cousider- 
able success on the Edinburgh stage in the winter of 1809-10. 


What poet’s voice is smother’d here in dust 

Till waked to join the chorus of the just, 

Lo I one brief line an answer sad supplies. 

Honour’d, beloved, and mourn’d, here Seward lies 
Her worth, her warmth of heart, let friendship say,-' 
Go seek her genius in her living lay. 


TO MISS BAILLIE’S PLAT OF THE FAMILY LEGENDh^ 


1800. 


’Tis sweet to hear expiring Summer’s sigh, 

Through forests tinged with russet, wail and die ; 
’Tis sweet and sad the latest notes to hear 
Of distant music, dying on the ear; 

But far more sadly sweet, on foreign strand, 

We list the legends of our native land, 

Link’d as they come with every tender tie, 
Memorials dear of youth and infancy. 

Chief, thy wild tales, romantic Caledon, 

Wake keen remembrance in each hardy son. 
Whether on India’s burning coasts he toil, 

Or till x\cadia’s® winter-fetter’d soil, 

He hears with throbbing heart and moisten’d eyes, 
And, as he hears, what dear illusions rise ! 

It opens on his soul his native dell, 

The woods wild waving, and the water’s swell; 
Tradition’s theme, the tower that threats the plain. 
The mossy cairn that hides the hero slain ; 

The cot, beneath whose simple porch were told, 

By grey-hair’d patriarch, the tales of old. 

The infant group, that hush’d their sports the while* 
And the dear maid w’ho listen’d with a smile. 

The wanderer, while the vision warms his brain, 

Is denizen of Scotland once again. 

Are such keen feelings to the crowd confined, 
And sleep they in the Poet’s gifted mind ? 

Oh no ! For She, within whose mighty page 
Each tyrant Passion shows his woe and rage. 

Has felt the wizard influence they inspire, 

And to your own traditions tuned her lyre. 
Yourselves shall judge — whoe’er has raised the sail 
By Mull’s dark coast, has heard this evening’s tale. 
The plaided boatman, resting on Iiis oar. 

Points to the fatal rock amid the roar 
Of whitening waves, and tells whate’er to-night 
Our humble stage shall ofier to your sight ; 


This prologue was spoken on that occasion by the Aulhoi** 
friend, Mr. Daniel Terry. 

3 Acadia, or Nova Scotia. 
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t roudly preferred that first our efforts give 
Scenes glowing from her pen to breathe and live ; 
More proudly yet, should Caledon approve 
The filial token of a Daughter’s love. 


€l)t 

WHITTEN IN IMITATION OF CRABB^ AND PUBLISHED 
IN THE EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER OP 1809 . ^ 

Welcome, grave Stranger, to our green retreats, 
Where health with exercise and freedom meets I 
Thrice welcome, Sage, whose philosophic plan 
By nature’s limits metes the rights of man ; 

Generous as he, who now for freedom bawls. 

Now gives full value for true Indian shawls: 

O’er court, o’er customhouse, his shoe who flings, 
Now bilks excisemen, and now bullies kings. 

Like liis, I ween, thy comprehensive mind 
Holds laws as mouse-traps baited for mankind : 

Thine eye, applausive, each sly vermin sees, 

That baulks the snare, yet battens on the cheese; 
Thine ear has heard, with scorn instead of awe. 

Our buckskinn’d Justices expound the law, 
Wire-draw the acts that fix for wires the pain, 

And for the netted partridge noose the swain ; 

And thy vindictive arm would fain have broke 
The last light fetter of the feudal yoke. 

To give the denizens of wood and wild, 

Nature’s free race, to each her free-born child. 

Hence hast thou mark’d, with grief, fair London’s 
race, 

Mock’d with the boon of one poor Easter chase, 

And long’d to send them forth as free as when 
Pour’d o’er Chantilly the Parisian train. 

When musket, pistol, blunderbuss, combined, 

And scarce the field-pieces were left behind ! 

A squadron’s charge each leveret’s heart dismay’d 
On every covey fired a bold brigade ; 

La Douce Humaniie approved the sport, 

For great the alarm indeed, yet small the hurt ; 
Shouts patriotic solemnized the day, 

And Seine re-echo’d Vive la Liherto I 
But mad Ciloycn^ meek Mojzsieiir again, 

With some few added links resumes his chain. 

Then, since such scenes to France no more are known, 
Come, view with me a hero of thine own ! 

One, whose free actions vindicate the cause 
Of silvan liberty o’er feudal laws. 

Seek we yon glades, where the proud oak o’ertops 
Wide-waving seas of birch and hazel copse, 


Leaving between deserted isles of land, 

Where stunted heath is patch’d with ruddy sand ; 
And lonely on the waste the yew is seen, 

Or straggling hollies spread a brighter green. 

Here, little worn, and winding dark and steep. 

Our scarce mark’d path descends yon dingle deep : 
Follow — ^l>ut heedful, cautious of a trip, — 

In earthly mire philosophy may slip. 

Step slow and wary o’er that swampy stream, 

Till, guided by the charcoal’s smothering steam, 

We reach the frail yet barricaded door 
Of hovel form’d for poorest of the poor ; 

No hearth the fire, no vent the smoke receives, 

The walls are wattles, and the covering leaves ; 

For, if such hut, our forest statutes say. 

Rise in the progress of one night and day, 

(Though placed whore still the Contpieror’s hc-sts 
o’erawe, 

And his son’s stirrup shines the badge of law,) 

The builder claims tlie unenviable boon, 

To tenant dwelling, framed as slight and soon 
As wigwam wild, that slironds the native froro 
On the bleak coast of frost-barr’d La,l>rador.2 

Approach, and through the unlatfcicod window 
I peep — 

Nay, shrink not back, the inmate is asleep ; 

Sunk ’mid yon sordid blankets, till the sun 
Stoop to the west, the plunderer’s toils are done. 
Loaded and primed, and prompt for desperate 
hand, 

Rifle and fowling-piece beside him stand ; 

While round the hut are in disorder laid 
The tools and booty of his lawless trade ; 

For force or fraud, I'esistance or escape. 

The crow, the sa,w, the bludgeon, and the crape. 

His pilfer’d powder in yon nook he hoards, 

And the filch’d lead the church’s roof afibivls — 
(Hence shall the rector’s congregation fivt. 

That while his sermon’s dry his walls are wet.) 

The fish-spear barb’d, the sw’ccping not arc tliere, 
Doc-hides, and pheasant plumes, and skins of hare. 
Cordage for toils, and wiring for the snare. 

Barter’d for game irom chase or warren w’on. 

Yon cask holds moonlight,^ run when moon was 
none ; 

And late -snatch’d spoils lie stow’d in hutch apart, 

To wait the associate higgler's evening cart. 

Look on his pallet foul, and mark liis rest : 

What scenes perturb’d are acting in his breast ! 

His sable brow is wet and wrung with pain, 

And his dilated nostril toils in vain ; 

For short and scant the breath each effort draws. 
And ’tw'ixt each offort Nature claims a pausc% 


1 S«e IJfcofScoit, Tol. iii., p. 339. rup, said to have been that of ‘William Itufus, Fee Mr. 

» Such is the law in the New Forest, Hampsliire, tending William Rose’s spirited poem, entitled “ The Red 
greatly to increase the various settlements, of thieves, smug- m ,, , , , 

gtos, and daer-stelers, who infest it. In the forest eonrta Lahrador.' -At uto-vstt. 

the presiding judge wears as a badge of office an antique stir- s A cant term for smuggled si>irits. 
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Beyond the loose and sable nechcloth stretch’d, 

His sinewy throat seems by convulsion twitch’d, 
While the tongue falters, as to utterance loth, 

Souiid.s of dire import — watchword, threat, and oath. 
Though, stupified by toil, and drugged with gin. 

The body sleep, the restless guest within 
Now plies on wood and wold his la^Yless trade, 

Now in the fangs of justice wakes dismay’d. — 

Was that wild start of terror and despair. 

Those bursting eyeballs, and that wikler’d air. 

Signs of compunction for a murder’d hare ? 

Do the locks bristle and the eyebrows arch, 

For grouse or partridge massacred in March?’'’ — 

No, scoffer, no 1 Attend, and mark with awe, 

There is no wicket in the gate of law ! 

He, that would e’er so lightly set ajar 
That awful portal, must undo each bar: 

Tempting occasion, habit, passion, pride, 

Will join to storm the breach, and force the barrier 
wide. ' 

That ruffian, whom true men avoid and dread, 
Whom bruisers, poachers, smugglers, call Black Ned, 
Was Edw’ard Mansell once; — the lightest heart. 

That ever play’d on holiday his part ! 

The leader he in every Chiistmas game, 

The harvest-feast grew blither when he came, 

And liveliest on the chords the bow did glance, 

When Edward named the tune and led the dance. 
Kind was his heart, his passions quick and strong, 
Hearty his laugh, and jovial was his song; 

And if he loved a gun, his father sw^ore, 

“ ’Twas but a trick of youth would soon be o’er. 
Himself had done the same some thirty years before.” 

But he -whcss humours spurn law’s awful yoke, 
Must herd with those by whom law’s bonds are broke, 
The common dread of justice soon allies 
The clown, who robs the warren, or excise, 

With sterner felons train’d to act more dread, 

Even with the wTetch by whom his fellow bled. 

Then, as in plagues the foul contagions pass, 
Ijeavening and festering the connipted mass, — 

Guilt leagues with gnilt, while mutual motives draw. 
Their hope impunity, their fear the law ; 

Their foes, their friends, their rendezvous the same, 
Till the revenue baulk’d, or pilfer’d game, 

Flesh the young culprit, and example leads 
To darker villany, and direr deeds. 

■Wild liowl’d the wind the forest glades along, 

And oft tlie owd renew’d her dismal song ; 

Around the spot where erst he felt the wound. 

Red William’s spectre walk’d his midnight round. 
When o’er the swamp he cast his blighting look, 
From the green marshes of the stagnant brook 


The bittern’s sullen shout the sedges shook I 
The waning raoon^ with storm*presaging gleam, 

Now gave and now withheld her doubtful beam ; 
The old Oak stoop’d his arms, then flung them higii. 
Bellowing and groaning to the troubled sky — 

’Tw^as then, that, couch’d amid the brushwood sere. 
In Malwood-walk young Mansell w'atch’d the deer : 
The fattest buck received his deadly shot — 

The watchful keeper heard, and sought the spot 
Stout were their hearts, and stubborn w’-as their 
O’erpower’d at length the Outlaw drew his knife. 
Next morn a corpse was found upon the fell — 

The rest his waking agony may tell 1 


Oh, say not, my love, witn that mortified air. 

That your spring-time of pleasure is flown, 

Nor bid me to maids that are younger repair. 

For those raptures that still are thine own. 

Though April his temples may wreathe with the vine, 
Its tendrils in infancy curl’d, 

’Tis the ardour of August matures us the wine, 
Whose life-blood enlivens the world. 

Though thy form, that was fashion'd as light as a 
fay’s. 

Has assumed a proportion more round, 

And thy glance, that wras bright as a falcon’s at gas a 
Looks soberly now on the ground, — 

Enough, after absence to meet me again. 

Thy steps still with ecstasy move ; 

Enough, that those dear sober glances retain 
For me the kind language of love. 




THE PLAIN OF BADAJOS. 


’Twas a Marechal of France, and he fain would bo- 
nour gain. 

And he long’d to take a passing glance at Pertugai 
from Spain ; 

With his flying guns this gallant gay, 

And boasted corps d’aimee — 

0 he fear’d not our dragoons, with their long sworda, 
boldly riding, 

■Wliack, fal de ral, &c. 


I T'hig song was written shortly after the battle of Badajos, printed in Mr, George Thomson’s Collection of Select Meio 
April, Itlli,) for a Yeomanry Cavalry dinner. It was first dies, and stiuids in vol. vi. of the last edition of that work. 
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To Campo Mayor corao, he had quietly sat down, 

Just a fricassee to pich, while his soldiers sack’d the 
town,' . ■ ■ ■ 

When, ’twas peste ! morbleu I mon General, 

Hear the English bugle-call ! 

And behold the light dragoons, with their long swords, 
boldly riding, 

Whack, fal de ral, &c. 

Right about went horse and foot, artillery and all, 

And, as the deyil leaves a house, they tumbled through 
the wall;^ 

They took no time to seek the door. 

But, best foot set before — 

0 they ran from our dragoons, with their long swords, ' 
boldly riding, | 

"Whack, fal de ral, &c. 

Those valiant men of Fiuncc they had scarcely fled a 
mile, i 

When on their flank there sous’d at once the British : 
rank and file; i 

For Long, De Grey, and Otway, then 
Ne’er minded one to ten, 

But came on like light dragoons, with their long swords, 
boldly riding, 

W'hack, fal de ral, &c. 

Three hundred British lads they made three thousand 
■" reel,. ■ ■ . ■ ■ 

Their hearts were made of English oak, their swords 
of Sheffield steel, 

Their horses were in Yorkshire bred. 

And Beresford them led ; 

So huzza for brave dragoons, with their long swords, 
boldly riding, 

Whack, fal de ral, &c. 

Then here’s a health to Wellington, to Beresford, to 
Long, 

And a singleword of Bonaparte before I close mysong : 
The eagles that to fight he brings 
Should serve his men with wrings. 

When they meet the bold dragoons, with their long 
swords, boldly riding, 

’^^Tiack, fal de ral, &c. 


Uje af (!5Uncffe*^ 


1«14. 


In the beginning of the year 169*2, an action of- 
unexampled barbarity disgraced the government of 


i In their hasty evacuation of Campo Mayor, the French 
pulled down a part of the rampart, and marched out over the 
glacis. 

® First published in Thomson s Select Melodies, 1S14. 


King William III. in Scoiiaitd. Jn the August pre- 
ceding, a proclamation had been issued, offering an 
indemnity to such insurgents as should take the oaths 
to the King and Queen, on or before the last day of 
December ; and the chiefs of such tribes as had been 
in arms for James, soon after took advantage of the 
proclamation. But Macdonald of Glencoe was pre- 
vented by accident, rather than by design, from ten- 
dering his submission within the limited time. In the 
end of December he went to Colonel Hill, who com- 
manded the garrison in Fort-William, to take the 
oaths of allegiance to the government ; and the latter 
having furnished him with a letter to Sir Colin Camp- 
bell, sheriff of the county of Argyll, directed him to 
repair immediately to Inverary, to make his submis- 
sion in a legal manner before that magistrate. But 
the way to Inverary lay through almost impassable 
mountains, the season was extremely rigorous, and 
the whole country was covered with a deep snow. So 
eager, however, was Macdonald to take the oaths bo- 
foi ‘0 the limited time should expire, that, though the 
road lay within half a mile of his own house, he stop- 
ped not to visit his family, and, after various obstruc- 
tions, arrived at Invcrai*y. The lime had elapsed, and 
the sheriff hesitated to receive his submission ; but 
Macdonald prevailed by his importunities, and even 
tears, in inducing that functionary to administer to 
him the oath of allegiance, and to certify the cause of 
his delay. At this time Sir John Dalrymple, after- 
wards Earl of Stair, being in attendance upon Wil- 
liam as Seci'etary of State for Scotland, took advan- 
tage of Macdonald’s neglecting to take the oath within 
the time prescribed, and procured from the king a 
warrant of military execution against that chief and 
his whole clan. This w'as done at the instigation of 
the Earl of Breadalbane, whose lands the Glencoe 
men had plundered, and wdioso treachery to govern- 
ment in negotiating with the Highland elans, Mac- 
donald himself had exposed. The King was accord- 
ingly persuaded that Glencoe wns the main obstacle 
to the pacification of the Ilighlaiicls ; and the fact of 
the unfortunate chief’s submission having been con- 
cealed, the sanguinaiy orders for proceeding to mili- 
tary execution against his clan were in consequence 
obtained. The waiTant was both signed and counter- 
signed by the King’s own hand, and the Secretary 
urged the officers who commanded in the Highlands 
to execute their orders with the utmost rigour. 
Campbell of Glcnlyon, a captain in Argylo’s regiment, 
and two subalterns, were ordered to i*epair to Glen- 
coe on the first of l^ebruary with a hundred and 
twenty men. Campbell, being uncle to young Mac- 
donald’s wife, was received by the father with all man- 
ner of friendship and hospitality. The men were 
lodged at free quarters in the houses of his tenants, 
and received the kindest entertainment. Till the 
13th of the month the troops lived in the utmost har- 
mony and familiarity with the people ; and on the very- 
night of the massacre the officers passed the evening 
at cards in Macdonald’s bouse. In the night, lieu- 
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And gave tbe host’s kind breast to feel 
Meed for his hospitality I 
The friendly hearth which warm’d that hand, 
At midnight arm’d it with the brand, 

That bade destruction’s flames expand 
Their red and fearful blazonry. 


tenant Lindsay, with a party of soldiers, called fr a 
friendly manner at his door, and was instantly ad- 
mitted. Macdonald, while in the act of rising to re- 
ceive his guest, was shot dead through the back with 
two bullets. His wife had already dressed ; but she 
was stripped naked by the soldiers, who tore the rings 
off her fingers with their teeth. The slaughter now 
became general, and neither age nor infirmity was 
spared. Some women, in defending their children, 
were killed ; boys imploring mercy, were shot dead by 
officers on whose knees they hung. In one place nine 
persons, as they sat enjoying themselves at table, were 
butchered by the soldiers. In Inverriggon, Camp- 
bell’s own quarters, nine men were first bound by the 
soldiers, and then shot at intervals, one by one. 
Nearly forty persons were massacred by the troops; 
and several who fled to the mountains perished by 
famine and the inclemency of the season. Those who 
escaped owed their lives to a tempestuous night. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, who had received the 
charge of the execution from Dalrymple, was on his 
march with four hundred men, to guard all the passes 
from the valley of Glencoe; but he was obliged to stop 
by tbe severity of the weather, which proved the 
safety of the unfortunate clan. Next day he entered 
the valley, laid the houses in ashes, and carried away 
the cattle and spoil, which were divided among the 
officers and soldiers. ” — AHicle " Britain Encyc* 
Bntwmica — New Edition. 


" Then woman’s shriek was heard in vain. 
Nor infancy’s unpitied plain. 

More than the warrior’s groan, could gain 
Respite from ruthless butchery I 
The winter wind that whistled shrill, 

The snows that night that cloked the bill, 
Though wild and pitiless, had still 

Far more than Southern clemency. 


" Long have my harp’s best notes been gone. 
Few are its strings, and faint their tone, 
They can but sound in desert lone 
Their grey-hair’d masters misery. 

Were each grey hair a minstrel string, 

Each chord should imprecations fling, 

Till startled Scotland loud should ring, 

^ Revenge for blood and treachery I’ ’’ 


A NEW SONG TO AN OLD TUNE. 


0 TELL me, Harper, wherefore flow 
Thy wayward notes of wail and woe, 
Far down the desert of Glencoe, 

Where none may list their melody ? 
Say, harp’st thou to the mists that fliy, 
Or to the dun-deer glancing by, 

Or to the eagle, that from high 

Screams chorus to thy minstrelsy?’’ 


Though right be aft put down by strength, 
As mony a day we saw that, 

The true and leilfu’ cause at length 
Shall bear the grie for a’ that. 

For a’ that an’ a’ that, 

Guns, guillotines, and a’ that, 

The Fleur-de-Iis, that lost her right, 

Is queen again for a’ that I 


<• No, not to these, for they have rest, — 
The mist- wreath has the mountain-crest, 
The stag his lair, the erne her nest. 

Abode of lone security. 

But those for whom I pour the lay. 

Not wild- wood deep, nor mountain grey, 
Not this deep dell, that shrouds from day. 
Could screen from treach’rous cruelty. 


We’ll twine her in a friendly knot 
With England’s Rose, and a’ that ; 
The Shamrock shall not be forgot, 
For Wellington made braw that. 
The Thistle, though her leaf be rade, 
Yet faith we’ll no misca’ that, 

She shelter’d in her solitude 
The Fleur-de-lis, for a’ that. 


Their flag was furl’d, and mute their drum, 
The very household dogs were dumb, 

Unwont to bay at guests that como 
In guise of hospitality. 

His blithest notes the piper plied, 

Her gayest snood the maiden tied, 

The dame her distaff flung aside, 

To tend her kindly housewifery. 


The Austrian Yine, the Prussian Pin© 
(For Biucher’s sake, hurra that,) 
The, Spanish Olive, too, shall join, 
And bloom in peace for a’ that. 


The hand that mingled in the meal, 
At midnight drew the felon steel, 


i Sung at the first meeting of tbe Pitt Club of Scotland, 
and published in the Scots Magazine for July, 
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Stout Russia’s Hemp, so surely twined 
Around our wrcatli well draw that. 
And he that would tlio cord unbind, 
Shall have it for his gra-vat ! 

Or, if to choke sae piiir a sot, 

Your pity scorn to thvaw that, 

The Devil’s elbow' be liis lot, 

Where he may sit and claw that. 

In spite of slight, in spite of might. 

In spite of brags, an’ a’ that, 

The lads that battled for the I'ight, 

Have won the day, an’ a’ that ! 

There ’s ae bit spot I had forgot, 
America they ea’ that ! 

A coward plot her rats had got 
Their father’s flag to gnaw that : 

Now see it fly top-gailaut high, 

Atlantic winds shall blaw that. 

And Yanlcee loon, beware your croiin, 
There ’s kames in hand to claw that I 

For on the land, or on the sea, 
Where’er the breezes blaw that, 

The British Blag shall bear the grio, 
And win the day for a’ that I 


g)0iiS, 

FOtt THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING OP THE PITT CLUB 
OF SCOTLAND. 


1S14. 


O, DREAD was the time, and more dreadful the omen. 

When the brave on l\Iarengo lay slaughter’d in vain, 

And beholding broad Eurojpe bow’d down by her foe- 
men, 

Pitt closed in his anguish the map of her reign ! 

Not the fate of broad Europe could bend his brave 
spirit 

To take for his country the safety of shame ; 

0, then in her triumph remember his merit, 

And hallow the goblet that dow'S to his name. 

Round the husbandman’s head, while he traces the 
furrow, 

The mists of the winter may mingle with rain, 


1 “ On the 30th of Jub', 1814, Mr. Hatniltou,! Mr. Erskine,® 
and Mr. ConimiBsioiicrt», along with Mr. (now Sir) Wal- 
ter Scott, and tlie writer, visited the Lighthouse; the Com- 
misaioners being then on one of their voyages of Inspection, 
noticed in the Introduction. They breakfasted in the Lih- 
rarj, when Sir Walter, at the entreaty of the party, uponin- 
Bcribing his name iu the Album, added those interesting 
Unes.”— Stevenson’s Account of the BdhRock Lighthouse, 


He may plough it with labour, and sow it in sorrow 
And sigh while lie fears he has sow’d it in vain; 

He may die cro his children shall reap in Uicir glad- 
ness, 

But the blithe harvest-homo shall remember his 
claim; 

And their jubilee-shout shall be soften’d with sadness, 
While they hallow the goblet that flows to his name. 

Though anxious and timeless his life was expended, 

In toils for our country preserved by his care. 
Though he died ere one ray o’er the nations ascended, 
To light the long darkness of doubt and despair ; 
The storms he endured in our Britain’s December, 
The perils his wisdom foresavv and o’ercame, 

In her glory’s rich harvest shall Britain rcmcinbor, 
And hallow the goblet that flows to his name. 

Nor forget His grey heml, wlio, all dark in aOIiction, 
Is deaf to the talc of our victories won, 

And to sounds the most dear to paternal aiTeetion, 
The shout of his pooj>io a,pplautling his BoN ; 

By Ms firmness unmoved in success and di.saster, 

By his long reign of virtue, remember his claim ! 
With our tribute to Pitt join the praise of his 
Though a tear stain the goblet that flows to his 
name. 

Yet again fill the wine-cup, and change the sad moa'» 
sure,' ■ 

The rites of our grief and our gratitude paid. 

To our Prince, to our Heroes, devote the bright trea- 
' ' sure, . ' ' 

The wisdom that plann’d, and the zeal that obey’d 
Fill WellinG'ION’s cup till it beam like his glory, 
Forget not our own brave Dalhousie and Gr-EME ; 
A thousand years hence hearts shall bound at their 
■story, 

And hallow the goblet that flows to their fame. 


Far in the bosom of the deep, 

O’er those wild shelves my watch I keep , 
A ruddy gem of changeful light, 

Bound on the dusky brow of night, 

The seaman bids my lustre hail. 

And scorns to strike his timorous sail. 


1824. Scott’s Diary of the Voyugc is now published in tin* 
4tli volume of hia Lfc, 


^ The lute Robert Hamilton, Esq., Advocate, long Sheriff* 
Depute of Lanarkshire, and afterwards one of the Principal 
Clerks of Session in Scotiaiul— died in 1831. 
s Afterwards Lord Kinneddcr. 

3 The late Adam, Duff; Esq. Sheriff-Depute of the county of 
Edinburgh. 
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EtneS,' 

AiniRESSED TO EANALD MACDONALD, ESQ. OF STAFFA.® 


1814. 


Staffa, sprung from high Macdonald, 
Worthy branch of old Clan-Ranald! 
Staffa I king of all kind fellows ! 

Well befall thy hills and valleys. 

Lakes and inlets, deeps and shallows — 
Cliffs of darkness, caves of wonder, 
Echoing the Atlantic thunder ; 
Mountains which the grey mist covers, 
Where the Chieftain spirit hovers, 
Pausing while his pinions quiver, 
Stretched to quit our land for ever ! 
Each kind influence reign above thee ! 
Warmer heart, ’twixt this and Staffa 
Beats not, than in heart of Stafial 


EutUr tiT Wtxit 

ON THE VOYAGE WITH THE COMMISSIONERS OP 
NORTHERN LIGHTS. 

“ Of the letters wdiich Scott wTote to his friends 
during those happy six w'eeks, I have recovered only 
one, and it is, thanks to the leisure of the yacht, in 
verse. The strong and easy heroics of the first sec- 
tion prove, I think, that Mr. Canning did not err 
when he told him that if he chose he might emulate 
even Dryden’s command of that noble measure ; and 
the dancing anapiests of the second, show that he 
could with equal facility have rivalled the gay graces 
of Cotton, Anstey, or Mooi’e.”— Lockhart, Life^ 
vol. iv., p. 372. 


TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OP BUCCLEUCH, 

^C. SfC. 

Lighthouse Yacht in the Sound of Lerwick, 
Zetland, 8th August 1814. 

Health to the chieftain from his clansman true ! 
From her true minstrel, health to fair Buecleuch I 
Health from the isles, where dewy Morning w'eaves 
Her chaplet with the tints that Twilight leaves; 
Where late the sun scarce vanish’d from the sight, 
And his bright pathway graced the short-lived night. 
Though darker now as autumn’s shades extend, 

The north winds whistle and the mists ascend ! 


I These lines were ■written in the Album, kept at the Sound 
oi Ulva Inn, in the month of August, 1814. 

3 Afterwards Sir Iteginald Macdonald Stewart Seton of 
Staffa, Allawton, and Touch, Baronet. He died I6th April 


Health from the land where eddying whiiiwinda toss 
The storm-rock’d emd/e of the Cape of Noss ; 

On outstretch’d cords the giddy engine slides. 

His own strong arm the bold adventurer guides, 

! And he that lists such desperate feat to try, 

May, like the sea-mew, skim ’twixt surf and sky. 

And feel the mid-air gales around him blow. 

And see the billows rage five hundred feet below. 

Here, by each stormy peak and desert shore, 

The hardy islesman tugs the daring oar. 

Practised alike his venturous course to^teep, 

Through the wMte breakers or the pathless deep. 

By ceaseless peril and by toil to gain 
A wretched pittance from the niggard main. 

And when the worn-out drudge old ocean leaves. 
What comfort greets him, and what* hut receives I 
Lady I the worst your presence ere has cheer’d 
(When want and sorrow fled as you appear’d) 

Were to a Zetlander as the high dome 
Of proud Drumlanrig to my humble home. 

Here rise no groves, and here no gardens blow, 

Here even the hardy heath scarce dares to grow ; 

But rocks on rocks, in mist and storm array'd. 

Stretch far to sea their giant colonnade, 

With many a cavern seam’d, the di’eary haunt 
Of the dun seal and swarthy cormorant. 

Wild round their rifted brows, with frequent ciy 
As of lament, the gulls and gannets fly, 

And from their sable base, with sullen sound, 

In sheets of whitening foam the waves rebound. 

Yet even these coasts a touch of envy gain 
Prom those whose land has known oppression’s chain ; 
For here the industrious Dutchman comes once more 
To moor his fishing craft by Bressay’s shore ; 

Greets every former mate and brother tar. 

Marvels how Lerwick ’scaped the rage of war. 

Tells many a tale of Gallic outrage done, 

And ends by blessing God and Wellington. 

Here too the Greenland tar, a fiercer guest, 

Claims a brief hour of riot, not of rest ; 

Proves each wild frolic that in wine has birth, 

And wakes the land with brawls and boisterous mirth. 
A sadder sight on yon poor vessel’s prow 
The captive Norseman sits in silent woe, 

And eyes the flag^of Britain as they flow. 

Hard fate of war, which bade her terrors sway 
His destined course, and seize so mean a prey ; 

A bark with planks so warp’d and seams so riven, 

She scarce might face the gentlest airs of heaven 5 
Pensive he sits, and questions oft if none 
Can list his speech, and understand his moan ; 

In vain— no Islesman now can use the tongue 
Of the bold Norse, from whom their lineage sprung. 


1838, in, his 61st year. Tlie reader will find a warm tribute to 
StafFa’s character as a Highland landlord, in Scc^tt’s article db 
S ir John Carr’s Caledonian Sketches,— lU isi:dla7ieoiiS Prm 
fPoi'kSf vol. xix. „ 
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ISot tlius of old the Norsemen hither came, 

Won by the love of danger or of fame ; 

On every storm-beat capo a shapeless tower 

Tells of their wars, their conquests, and their power; 

For ne’er for Grecia’s vales, nor Latian land. 

Was fiercer strife than for this barren strand ; 

A race severe—the isle and ocean lords, 

Loved for its own delight the strife of swords ; 

With scornful laugh the mortal pang defied. 

And hlest their gods that they in battle died. 

Such were the sires of Zetland’s simple race. 

And still the eye may faint resemblance trace 
In the blue eye, tall form, proportion fair, 

The limbs athletic, and the long light hair — 

(Such was the mien, as Scald and Minstrel sings. 

Of fair-hair’d Harold, first of Norway’s Kings ;) 

But their high deeds to scale these crags confined. 
Their only warfare is with waves and wind, 

"Why should I talk of Moiisa’s castled coast ? 

Why of tho horrors of the Sumburgh Rost \ 

May not these bald disjointed lines suffice, 

Penn’d while my comrades whirl the rattling dice — 
While down the cabin skylight lessening shine 
The rays, and eve is chased with mirth and wine ? 
Imagined, while down Mousa’s desert bay 
Our well-trimm’d vessel urged her nimble way, 

While to the freshening breeze she lean’d her side. 
And bade her bowsprit kiss the foamy tide 2 

Such are the lays that Zetland Isles supply ; 
Drench’d with the drizzly spray and dropping sky, 
Weary and wet, a sea-sick minstrel I, W. Scott. 

POSTSCRIPTUM. 

Kirkwall, Orkney, Aug, 13, 1814. 
In respect that your Grace has commission’d a 
Kraken, 

T'ou will please he inform’d that they seldom are taken; 
It is January tw’o years, the Zetland folks say. 

Since they saw the last Kraken in Scalloway bay ; 

He lay in the ojffing a fortnight or more. 

But the devil a Zetlauder put from the shore, 

Though bold in the seas of the North to assail 
The morse and the sea-horse, the grampus and whale. 
If your Grace tliinks I’m writing the thing that is not. 
You may ask at a namesake of ours, Mr, Scott — 
(He’s not from our clan, though his merits deserve it, 
But springs, I’m inform’d, from the Scotts of Scot- 
starvet;)^ 

He quesijon’d the folks wdio beheld it with eyes, 

But they differ’d confoundedly as to its size. 

For instance, the modest and diffident swore 
That it seem’d like the keel of a ship, and no more — 


^ The Scotts of Sootstai et, and other families of the name 
m Fife and elsewhere, claim no kindred with the great clan 
«f the Border,— -and their armorial bearings are different. 


Those of eyesight moro clear, or of fancy more high, 
Said it rose like an island ’twixt ocean and sky— 

But all of the hulk had a steady opinion 
That’twas sure a. live subject of Neptune’s dominion-— 
And I think, my Lord Duke, your Grace hardly 
would wish, 

To cumber your house, such a kettle of fish. 

Had your order related to night-caps or hose, 

Or mittens of worsted, there’s plenty of those. 

Or would you be pleased but to fancy a whale ? 

And direct me to send it — by sea or by mail ? 

The season, I’m told, is nigh over, hut still 
I could get you one fit for the lake at Bowhill. 
Indeed, as to wdiales, there ’s no need to be thrifty, 
Since one day last fortnight two hundred and fifty, 
Pursued by seven Orkneynien’s boats and no more. 
Betwixt Truffness and Lufihess were drawn on the 
shore I 

You’ll ask if I saw this same wonderful sight ; 

I owm that I did not, but easily might — 

For this mighty shoal of leviathans lay 
On our lee-beam a mile, in the loop of the hay, 

And the islesraen of Sanda were all at tho spoil, 

And JlmcUng (so term it) tho blubber to boil ; 

(Ye spirits of lavender, drown the reflection 
That awakes at the thoughts of this odorous dissection.) 
To see this huge marvel full fain would we go, 

But Wilson, the wind, and the current, said no. 

We have now got to Kirkwall, and needs I must stare 
When I think tliat in verse I have once call’d it fair; 
’Tis a base little borough, both dirty and mean — 
There is nothing to hear, and there ’s nought to be seen, 
Save a church, where, of old times, a jirelate harangued, 
And a palace that’s built by an earl that was bang’d. 
But, farewell to Kirkwall — ^aboard we are going, 

The anchor’s a-peak, and the breezes are blowing ; 
Our commodore calls all his band to their places, 

And ’tis time to release you — good night to your 
Graces ! 


from Sitaberlej). 


The following song, which has been since borrowed 
by the worshipful author of the famous ^ History <■>£ 
Fryar Bacon,’ has been with difficulty deciphered. 
It seems to have been sung on occasion of carrying 
home the bride.” 

(1.)— BRIDAL SONG. 

To the tune of " I have heen a Fiddler f ^c. 

And did yo not hear of a mirth befell 
The morrow after a wedding day, 

And carrying a bride at home to dwell % 

And away to Tewhi, away, away 




L ■■ 


LYRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 643 


The quintain was set, and the garlands were made, 
’Tis pity old customs should ever decay ; 

And woe be to him that was horsed on a Jade, 

For he carried no credit away, away. 

We met a concert of fiddle-de-dees ; 

We set them a cockhorse, and made them play 

The winning of Bullen, and Upsey-frees, 

And away to Tewin, away, away ! 

There was ne’er a lad in all the parish 
That would go to the plough that day ; 

But on his fore-horse his wench he carries, 

And away to Tewin, away, away ! 

The butler was quick, and the ale he did tap. 

The maidens did make the chamber full gay ; 

The servants did give me a fuddling cup, 

And I did carry’t a^way, away. 

The smith of the town Ms liquor so took. 

That he was persuaded that the ground look’d 
blue; 

And I dare boldly be sw'orn on a book, 

Such smiths as he there ’s but a few. 

A posset was made, and the women did sip, 

And simpering said, they could eat no more ; 

Full many a maiden was laid on the lip, — 

111 say no more, hut give o’er, (give o’er.) 

Appendix to tJie General Preface. 


(2.)~-WAVERLEY. 

On receiving intelligence of his commission as 
captain of a troop of horse in Colonel Gardiner’s regi- 
ment, his tutor, Mr. Pembroke, picked up about Ed- 
ward’s room some fragmentsof irregularverse, which 
he appeared to have composed under the influence of 
tlr agitating feelings occasioned by this sudden page 
hc’*»g turned up to Mm in the book of life.” 

Late, when the autumn evening fell 
On Mirkwood-Mere’s romantic dell, 

The lake return’d, in chasten’d gleam, 

The purple cloud, the golden beam ; 

Refleeted in the crystal pool. 

Headland and bank lay fair and cool ; 

The weather-tinted rock and tower, 

Each drooping tree, each fairy flower. 

So true, so soft, the mirror gave, 

As if tliere lay beneath the wave. 

Secure from trouble, toil, and care, 

A world than earthly world more fair. 

But distant winds began to wake. 

And roused the Genius of the Lake ! 


He heard the groamng of the oak, 

And donn’d at once Ms sable cloak, 

As warrior, at the battle crj^, 

Invests Mm with Ms panoply : 

Then, as the wMriwind nearer press’d, 

He ’gan to shake his foamy crest 
O’er furrow’d brow and blacken’d cheek, 

And bade his surge in thunder speak. 

In wild and broken eddies whirl’d, 

Flitted that fond ideal world; 

And, to the shore in tumult tost, 

The realms of fairy bliss were lost. 

Yet, with a stern delight and strange, 

I saw the spirit-stirring change. 

As warr’d the wind with wave and wood, 

Upon the ruin’d tower I stood, 

And felt my heart more strongly bound. 
Responsive to the lofty sound, 

WMle, joying in the mighty roar, 

I mourn’d that tranquil scene no more. 

So, on the idle dreams of youth 
Breaks the loud trumpet-call of truth. 

Bids each fair rision pass away, 

Like landscape on the lake that lay, 

As fair, as flitting, and as frail. 

As that which fled the autumn gale — 

For ever dead to fancy’s eye 
Be each gay form that glided by, 

Wliile dreams of love and lady’s charms 
Give place to honour and to arms ! 

C/aip. V. 


(3.)-^DAVIE GELLATLEY’S SONG. 

He (Daft Davie Gellatley,) sung with great ear- 
nestness, and not without some taste, a fragment of 
an old Scotch ditty;” 

False love, and hast thou play’d me this 
In summer among the flowers % 

I will repay thee back again 
In winter among the showers. 

Unless again, again, my love, 

Unless you turn again ; 

As you with other maidens rove, 

I’ll smile on other men. 

TMs is a genuine ancient fragment, with sonui 
alteration in the last two lines.” 


« _ The questioned party replied,— and, like the 
witch of Thalaba, ^ still Ms speech was song.’ ” 
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The Kniglit ’3 to tbe mountain 
His bugle to wind ; 

The Lady ’s to greenwood 
Her garland to bind. 

The bower of Burd Ellen 
Has moss on the floor. 

That the step of Lord William 
Be silent and sure. 

Gmp. ix. 


(4.)-SCENE 

IN LUCKIE MACLEA-EY’S TAVEEN. 

In the middle of this din, the Baron repeatedly 
implored silence ; and when at length the instinct of 
polite discipline so far prevailed, that for a moment 
he obtained it, he hastened to beseech tliier attention 
^ unto a military ariette, which was a particular fa- 
vourite of the Marechal Due de Berwick 5 ’ then, imi- 
tating, as well as he could, the manner and tone of a 
French musquetaire, he immediately commenced,” 

Mon coBur volage, dit-elle, 

N’est pas pour vous, garqon, 

Est pour un homme de guerre, 

Qui a harbe au menton. 1 

Lon, Lon, Laridon. 

Qui porte chapeau a plume, 

Soulier a rouge talon, 

Qui joue de la flute, 

Aussi de violon. 

Lon, Lon, Laridon. 

“ Balmawhapple could hold no longer, hut break 
in with what he called a d — d good song, composed 
by Gibby Gaetlirowit, the Piper of Cupar 5 and, with- 
out wasting more time, sti*uck up — ” 

It ’s up Glenharclian’s braes I gaed. 

And o’er the bent of Killiebraid, 

And mony a weary cast I made, 

To euittle the moor-fowl’s tail. 

If up a bonny black-cock should spring, 

To whistle him down wi’ a slug in his wing, 
And strap him on to my lun 2 je string, 

Right seldom would I fail. 

Gkm- xi. 


(5.)-« HIE AWAY, HIE AWAY.” 

The stamping of horses was now heard in the 
court, and Davie Gellatley’s voice singing to the two 
large deer greyhounds,” 


Hie away, hie away, 

Over bank and over brae, 

Where the copsewood is the greenest, 

Where the fountains glisten sheenest. 

Where the lady-fern grows strongest, 

Whore the morning dew lies longest, 

Where the black-cock sweetest sips it, 
Where the fairy latest trips it: 

Hie to haunts right seldom seen, 

Lovely, lonesome, cool, and green, 

Over bank and over brae, 

Hie away, hie away. 

Clmp. xii. 


(G.)—ST. SWITHIN’S CHAlit. 

" The view of the old tower, or fortalicc, introduced 
some family anecdotes and tales of Scottish chivalry, 
which the Baron told with great enthusiasm. The 
projecting peak of an impending crag, which rose near 
it, had acquired the name of St. Switliin’s Chair, It 
was the scene of a peculiar superstition, of which Mr. 
Kubrick mentioned some curious particulars, which 
reminded Waverley of a rhyme quoted by Edgar in 
King Lear ; and Rose was called upon to sing a little 
legend, in which they had been interwoven by some 
village poet. 

Who, noteless as the race from which he sprung, 
Saved others’ names, but left his own unsung. 

The sweetness of her voice, and the simple beauty 
of her music, gave all the advantage which the min- 
strel could have desired, and which his poetry so much 
wanted.” 

On Hallow- Mass Eve, ere you boune ye to rest. 
Ever beware that your couch be bless’d ; 

Sign it with cross, and sain it with bead, 

Sing the Ave, and say the Creed. 

For on Hallow-Mass Eve the Night-Hag will ride, 
And all her nine-fold sweeping on by her side, 
Whether the wind sing lowly or loud, 

Sailing through moonshine or swath’d in the cloud. 

The Lady she sate in St. Swithin’s Chair, 

The dew of the night has damp’d her hair: 

Her cheek was pale— hut resolved and high 
Was the word of her lip and the glance of her eye. 

She mutter’d the spell of Swithin bold, 

When his naked foot traced the midnight wold, 
When he stopp’d the Hag as she rode the night, 
And bade her descend, and her promise plight. 

He that dare sit on St. Swithin’s Chair, 

When the Night-Hag wings the troubled aho 
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Questions three, wBen he speaks the spell. 

Tie may ask, and she must telL 

The Baron has been with King Robert his liege, 
These three long years in battle and siege ; 

News are there none of his weal or his woe. 

And fain the Lady his fate would know. 

She shudders and stops as the charm she speaks ; — 
Is it the moody owl that shrieks? 

Or is that sound, betwixt laughter and scream, 

The voice of the Demon who haunts the stream? 

The moan of the wind sunk silent and low. 

And the roaring torrent had ceased to flow } 

The calm was more dreadful than raging storm, 
"When the cold grey mist brought the ghastly form I 

* At * * * 

Chap. xiii. 


(8,)-JANET GELLATLEY^S ALLEGED 
WITCHCRAFT.' ■ 


All those idle thoughts and phantasies. 

Devices, dreams, opinions unsound, 

Shows, visions, soothsays, and prophecies, 

And all tliat feigned is, as leasings, tales, and lies. 

Chap. xiii. 


(7.)-DAVIE GELLATLEY’S SONG, 

The next day Edward arose betimes, and in a 
morning walk around the house and its vicinity, came 
suddenly upon a small court in front of the dog-kennel, 
where bis friend Davie was employed about his four- 
footed charge. One quick glance of his eye recognized 
Waverley, when, instantly turning his back, as if he 
had not observed him, he began to sing part of an 
old ballad.” 

Young men will love thee more fair and more fast; 

Heard ye so merry the little bird sing 7 
Old men’s love the longest will last, 

A7id the throstle-coclis liead is under Ids wing. 

The young man’s wrath is like light straw bn fire ; 

Heard ye so merry the Utile bird sing ? 

But like red-hot steel is the old man’s ire, 

And the throstle-cocVs head is under Us wing. 

The young man will brawl at the evening board ; 

Heard ye so merry the little bird sing 7 
But the old man will draw at the dawning the sword, 
And the throstle<ocUs Imd is under Ids tving. 

[The song has allusion to the Baron of Braid war- 
dine’s personal encounter with Balmawhapple early 
next morning, after the evening quarrel betwixt the 
latter and Waverley.] 

Chap. xiv. 


(9.)— FLORA MACIVOR’S SONG. 

Flora had exchanged the measured and monoto- 
nous recitative of the bard for a lofty and uncommon 
Highland air, which had been a battle-song in former 
ages. A few irregular strains introduced a prelude 
of a wild and peculiar tone, wliich harmonized well 
with the distant water-fall, and the soft sigh of the 
evening breeze in the rustling leaves of an aspen which 
overhung the seat of the fair harpress. The following 
verses convey hut little idea of the feelings with which, 
so sung and accompanied, they were heard by Waver- 
ley:” 

There is mist on the mountain, and night on the vale. 
But more dark is the sleep of the sons of the Gael. 

A stranger commanded — it sunk on the land, 

It has frozen each heart, and benumb’d every hand 1 

The ^rk and the target lie sordid with dust. 

The bloodless claymore is but redden’d mth rust ; 

On the hill or the glen if a gun should appear, 

It is only to war with the heath-cock or deer. 

The deeds of our sires if our bards should rehearse, 
Let a blush or a blow be the meed of their verse ! 

Be mute every string, and be hush’d every tone, 

That shall hid us remember the fame that is flown. 

But the dark hours of night and of slumber are past, 
The mom on our mountains is dawning at last ; 
Glenaladale’s peaks are illumed with the rays. 

And the streams of Glenfinnan leap bright in the 
blaze. 

0 high-minded Moray ! — the exiled— the dear ! — 

In the blush of the dawming the Standard uprear ! 
Wide, wide on the winds of the north let it fly. 

Like the sun’s latest flash when the tempest is nigh ! 

Ye sons of the strong, when that dawning shall hreal^ 
Need the harp of the aged remind you to wake ? 

That dawn never beam’d on your forefathers’ eye, 
But it roused each high chieftain to vanquish or die. 

O sprung from the Kings who in Islay kept state, 
Proud chiefs of Clan-Ranald, Glengary, and Sleat ! 
Combine Hke three streams from one mountain oS 
snow. 

And resistless in union rush down on the foe I 



Tins anecdote led into a long discussion of,” 
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True son of Sir Evan, undaunted LochicI, 

Place thy targeon tny shoulder and burnish thy steel! (10.)— LINES ON CAPTAIN WOGAN. 

Rough Keppoch, give breath to thy bugle’s bold swell, 

Till far Coryarrick resound to the knell I " The letter from the Chief contained Flora’s lines 

on the fate of Captain Wogan, whose enterprising 
Stern son of Lord Kenneth, high chief of Kintail, character is so well drawn by Clarendon. He had 
Let the stag in thy standard bound wild in the gale ! originally engaged in the service of the Parliament, but 
May the race of Clan-Gillian, the fearless and free, had abjured that party upon the execution of Charles 
Remember Glenlivat, Harlaw, and Dundee I I- 5 and upon hearing that the royal standard was set 

up by the Earl of Glencairn and General Middleton 
Let the clan of grey Fingon, whose offspring has given in the Highlands of Scotland, took leave of Charles II., 
Such heroes to earth, and such martyrs to heaven, who was then at Paris, passed into England, assembled 
Unite with the race of renown ’d Rorri More, a body of cavaliers in the neighbourhood of London, 

To launch the long galley, and stretch to the oar ! and traversed the kingdom, which had been so long 

under domination of the usurper, by marches con- 
HowMac-Shimeiwilljoywhon their chief shall display ducted with such sldll, dexterity, and spirit, that he 
The yew-crested bonnet o’er tresses of grey I safely united his handful of horsemen with the body 

Howthe raceof wrong’d Alpine and murder’d Glencoe of Highlanders then in arms. After several months 
Shall shout for revenge when they pour on the foe ! of desultory wariiire, in which Wogan’s skill and 

courage gained him the highest reputation, he had 
Ye sons of brown Dermid, who slew the wild boar, the misfortune to bo wounded in a dangerous man- 
Resume the pure faith of the great Callum-More I nor, and no surgical assistance being within reach, he 
Mac-Niel of the Islands, and Moy of the Lake, terminated his short but glorious career.” 

For honour, for freedom, for vengeance awake ! The Verses were inscribed. 


Aw’ake on your hills, on your islands awake, 

Brave sons of the mountain, the frith, and the lake I 
’Tis the bugle— but not for the chase is the call ; 

’Tis the pibroch’s shrill summons— but not to the hall. 


TO AN OAK TREE, 


IN THE CHUBEHTARB OF IN THE HIGHLANDS 

OP SCOTLAND, SAID TO MARK THE GRAVE OF CAP- 
TAIN WOGAN, KILLED IN 1649. 


’Tis the summons of hemes for conquest or death, 
When the banners are blazing on mountain and heath j 
They call to the dirk, the claymore, and the targe. 

To the march and the muster, the line and the charge. 


Emblem of England’s ancient faith, 
Full proudly may thy branches wave, 
Where loyalty lies low in death, 

And valour fills a timeless grave. 


Be the brand of each chieftain like Pin’s in his ire ! 
May the blood through his veins flow like currents of 
fire! 

Burst the base foreign yoke as your sires did of yore I 
Or die, like your sires, and endure it no more I 


And thou, brave tenant of the tomb ! 

Repine not if our clime deny, 
Above thine honour’d sod to bloom, 
The fiowTcts of a milder sky. 


As Flora concluded her song, Fergus stood before 
them, and immediately commenced with a theatrical 
air,” 


These owe their birth to genial May ; 

Beneath a fiercer sun they pine, 
Before the winter storm decay — 

And can their worth be typo of thine ? 


0 Lady of the desert, hail ! 

That lovest the harping of the Gael, 
Through fair and fertile regions borne, 
Where never yet grew grass or corn. 


No ! for, ’mid storms of Fate opposing, 
Still higher swelFd thy dauntless heart. 
And, while Despair the scene was closing. 
Commenced thy brief but brilliant part. 


But English poetry will never succeed under the 
influence of a Highland Helicon — ALlcms, courage’^ — 


’Twas then thou sought’st on Albyn’s hill, 
(W’hen England’s sons the strife resign’d,) 
A rugged race resisting still, 

And unsubdued though unrefined. 


0 vous, qui buvez a tasse pleine, 
A cette heureuse fontaine, 

Ou on ne voit sur le rivage 
Que quelques vilains troupeaux, 
Suivis de nymphes de village, 

Qui les escortent sans sabots 


Thy death’s hour heard no kindred wail, 
No holy knell thy requiem rung ; 

Thy mourners were the plaided Gael, 
Thy dirge the clamorous pibroch sung. 
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Yet who, in Fortune’s summer-shine 
To waste life’s longest term away. 

Would change that glorious dawn of thine, 
Though darken’d ere its noontide day ? 

Be thine the Tree whose dauntless boughs 
Brave summer’s drought and winter’s gloom I 
Rome bound with oak her patriots’ brows, 

As Albjm shadows Wogan’s tomb. 

Chap, xxix, 

FOLLOW ME, FOLLOW ME.” 

“ Who are dead ?’ said Waverley, forgetting the 
incapacity of Davie to hold any connected discourse. 

“ Baron — and Baillie — and Sanders Sanderson — 
and Lady Rose, that sang sae sweet — A’ dead and 
gane—dead and gane, (said Davie)— 

But follow, follow me, 

While glow-w’orms light the lea, 

ITl show' ye where the dead should he — 

Each in his shroud, 

While winds pipe loud, 

And the red moon peeps dim through the cloud. 

Follow, follow me ; 

Brave should he be 

That treads by the night the dead man’s lea.” 

Chap. Ixiii. 


Cljc ^ut|)£fr rafahcrlejj? 

I AM not able to give the exact date of the follow- 
ing reply to one of John Ballantyne’s expostulations 
on the subject of the secret v^>l. iv., p. 17J.] 

« No, John, 1 will not own the book— 

I w’on’t, you Piccaroon. 

When next I try St. Grubby’s brook. 

The A. of Wa— shall bait the hook — 

And flat-fish bite as soon, 

As if before them they had got 
The worn-out wriggler 

Walter Scott.” 


upon the oars of a gaHep, and which is Sieref ore disiinei 
from the ordinary jormmsy or hoai-so7igs. They 
composed hy the Family Bard upon the departure of 
the Earl of Seaforthy who was Miyed io take refuge in 
Spain^ after an umuccessfid offirt at insurreciuni in 
famwr of tits Stuart family^ in the year 1718. 

Farewell to Mackenneth, great Earl of the North, 
The Lord of Lochcarron, Glenshiel, and Seaforth ; 

To the Chieftain tliis morning his course who began, 
Launching forth on the billows his bark like a swan. 
For a far foreign land he has hoisted his sail, 

Farewell to Mackenzie, High Chief of Kintail ! 

0 swift be the galley, and hardy her crew', 

May her captain he skilful, her mariners true, 

In danger undaunted, unwearied by toil. 

Though the wdiiiiwind should rise, and the ocoau 
I should boil : 

On the brave vessel’s gunnel I drank his honail,^ 

And farew’ell to Mackenzie, High Chief of ICintail I 

Aw'ake in thy chamber, thoxi sweet southland gale! 
Like the sighs of his people, breathe soft on his sail ; 
Be prolong’d as rcgi’et, that his vassals must know, 
Be fair as their faith, and sincere as their woe : 

Be so soft, and so fair, and so faithful, sweet gale, 
Wafting onward Mackenzie, High Chief of Kintail ! 

1 Be his pilot experienced, and trusty, and wise, 

I To measure the seas and to study the skies : 

j May he hoist all his canvass from streamer to deck, 
But O I crowd it higher when w'afting him back — 
Till the clifts of Skooroora, and Conan’s glad vale, 
Shall welcome Mackenzie, High Chief of Kintail ! 


IMITATION OF THE PRECEDING SONG. ^ 

So sung the old Bard, in the grief of his heart. 

When he saw his loved Lord from his people depart. 
Now mute on thy mountains, O Albyn, are heard 
Nor the voice of the song, nor the harp of the bard ; 
Or its strings are but w’aked by the stern winter gale, 
As they mourn for Mackenzie, last Chief of Kintail. 


HIGH CHIEF OF KINTAIL. 


FROM THE GAELIC. 


1815.— JEt. 44. 


From the far Southland Border a Minstrel came forth, 
And he waited the hour that some Bard of the north 
His hand on the harp of the ancient should cast, 

And bid its wild numbers mix high with the blast j 
But no bard was there left in the land of the Gael, 
To lament for Mackenzie* last Chief of Kintail. 


The original verses are arranged to a heaidiful Gaelic And shalt thou then sleep, did the Minstrel exclaim, 
air, of which the chorus is adapted to the douUe pull Dike the son of the lowly, unnoticed by fame ? 

1 Boniill, or Bonallez, the old Scottish phrase for a feast at He was a nobleman of extraordinary talents, who must have 

parting with a friend. made for himself a lasting reputation, had not his political ex- 

2 These verses were written shortly after the death of Lord ertionsbeen cheekedby the painful natural infirmities alluded 
Seaforth, the last male representative of his illustrious house, to in the fourth stanza.— See Life of Scott, vol. v., pp. 18, la 
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Ko, son of Fitzgerald r an accents of woe, 

The song thou hast loved o’er tliy coffin shall flow, 
And teach thy wild mountains to join in the wail 
That laments for Mackenzie, last Chief of Kintail. 

In vain, the bright course of thy talents to wrong, 
Fate deaden’d thine ear and imprison’'d thy tongue ; 
For brighter o’er all her obstructions arose 
The glow of the genius they could not oppose ; 

And who in the land of the Saxon or Gael, 

Might match with Mackenzie, High Chief of Kintail ? 

Thy sons rose around thee in light and in love, 

All a father could hope, all a friend could approve ; 
What ’vails it the tale of thy sorrows to tell,— 

In the spring-time of youth and of promise they fell ! 
Of the line of Fitzgralcd remains not a male, 

To bear the proud name of the Chief of Kintail. 

And thou, gentle Dame, who must bear, to thy grief. 
For thy clan and thy country the cares of a Chief, 
Whom brief rolling moons in six changes have left, 
Of thy husband, and father, and brethren bereft, 

To thine ear of affection, how sad is the hail, 

That salutes thee the Heir of the line of Kintail 1 * 


ni Eacljlan, 

HIGH CHIEF OF MACLEAN. 
FROM THE GAELIC. 


1815. 


7%ts song appeal's to he imperfect, or^ at least, lilce many 
of the early Gaelic poems, makes a rapid transition 
from one subject to another ; from the situation, namely, 
of one of the daughters of the clan, who opens the song 
hy larmntmg the absence of her lover, to an eulogium 
over the military glories of the Chieftain. The tramla- 
tor has endeavoured to imitate the abrupt style of the 
original* 


A WEA.RY month has wander’d o’er 
Since last we parted on the shore ; 

Heaven ! that I saw thee, Love, once more. 
Safe on that shore again ! — 

’T\vas valiant Lachlan gave the word : 
Lachlan, of many a galley lord *. 

He call’d his kindred bands on board, 

And launch’d them on the main. 


1 The Honourable Lady Hood, daughter of tho last Lord 
Seafortli, vidow of Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, now Mrs. 
Stewart Mackenzie of Seaforth and Glasscrton.— 1833. 


Clan-Gillian" is to ocean gon©> 

Clan-Gillian, fierce in foray known 
Rejoicing in the glory won 

In many a bloody broil : 

For wide is heard the thundering fpay, 

The rout, the ruin, the dismay. 

When from the twilight glens away 
Clan-Gillian drives the spoil. 

Woe to the hills that shall rebound 
Our banner’d bag-pipes’ maddening sounds 
Clan-Gillian’s onset echoing round, 

Shall shake their inmost cell. 

Woe to the bark whose crew shall gaze, 
Where Lachlan’s silken streamer plays ! 
The fools might face the lightning’s blaze 
As wisely and as well I 


[Pam, 5!*/i 1815.] 

Soft spread the southern summer niglit 
Her veil of darksome blue ; 

Ten thousand stars combined to light 
The terrace of Saint Cloud. 

The evening breezes gently sigh’d, 

Like breath of lover true. 

Bewailing the deserted pride 
And wTGck of sweet Saint Cloud. ‘ 

The drum’s deep roll was heard afar, 

The bugle wildly blew 

Good-night to Hulan and Hussar, 

That garrison Saint Cloud. 

The startled Naiads from the shade 
With broken urns withdrew, 

And silenced was that proud cascade. 

The glory of Saint Cloud. 

We sate upon its steps of stone, 

Nor could its silence® rue, 

When waked, to music of our own, 

The echoes of Saint Cloud. 

Slow Seine might hear each lovely note 
Fall light as summer dew, 

While through the moonless air they float, 
Prolong’d from fair Saint Cloud. 

And sure a melody more sweet 
His waters never knew, 

Though music’s self -was wont to meet 
With Princes at Saint Cloud. 


2 /. e. The clan of Maclean, literally the race of Gillian. 

3 MS.—" Absence.” 

4 MS.—" Midnight.” 
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Nor then, with more delighted ear, 

The circle round her drew, 

Thau ours, when gather’d round to hear 
Our songstress Vat Saint Cloud. 

Few happy hours poor mortals pass,— 
Then give those hours their due. 

And rank among the foremost class 
Our evenings at Saint Cloud. 


Bmtt 0f 


1815 . 


'■ h 

Night and morning ® were at meeting 
Over Waterloo ; 

Cocks had sung their earliest greeting; 

Faint and low they crew, 

For no paly beam yet shone 
On the heights of Mount Saint John ; 
Tempest-clouds prolong’<f^the sway 
Of timeless darkness over day ; 

Whirlwind, thunder-clap, and shower, 
Mark’d it a predestined hour. 

^ Broad and frequent through the night 
Flash’d the sheets of levin-light ; 

Muskets, glancing lightnings hack, 

Show’d the dreary bivouac 
Where the soldier lay, 

Chill and stiff, and drench’d with rain, 
Wishing dawn of morn again, 

Though death should come with day. 

11 . 

’Tis at such a tide and hour, 

Wizard, witch, and fiend have power, 

And ghastly forms through mist and shower 
Gleam on the gifted ken ; 

And then the affrighted prophet’s ear 
Drinks whispers strange of fate and fear 
Presaging death and ruin near 
Among the sons of men ; — 

Apart from Albyn’s wnr-array, 

’Twas then grey Allan sleepless lay ; 

Grey Allan, who, for many a day. 

Had follow’d stout and stern, 


1 These Imes were written after an evening spent at Saint 
Clond with the late Lady Alvanlev and her daughters, one 
of whom was the songstress alluded to in the text. 

2 Originally published in 1815, in the Edinhnrgh Annual 
Begister, voL Y 


Where, through battle’s rout and reel, 

Stoimi of shot and hedge of steel, 

Ired the grandson of Lochiel, 

Valiant Fassiefem. 

Through steel and shot he leads no more, 

Low laid ’mid Mends’ and foemen’s gore — 

But long his native lake’s wild shore, 

And Sunart rough, and high Ardgower, 

And Morven long shall tell. 

And proud Bennevis hear with awe, 

How, upon bloody Quatre-Bras, 

Brave Cameron heard the wild hurra 
Of conquest as he fell."* 

m. 

’Lone on the outskirts of the host, 

The weary sentinel held post, 

And heard, through darkness far aloof. 

The frequent clang® of courser’s hoof, 

Where held the cloak’d patrol their course, 

And spurr d ’gainst storm the swer\ing horse ; 
But there are sounds in Allan’s ear, 

Patrol nor sentinel may hear. 

And sights before his eye aghast 
Invisible to them have pass’d, 

Wlien down the destined plain, 

’Tudxt Britain and the bands of Prance, 

Wild as marsh-borne meteor’s glance, 

Strange phantoms wheel’d a revel dance, 

And doom’d the future slain.^ — 

Such forms were seen, such sounds were heard, 
When Scotland’s James his march prepared 
For Plodden’s fatal plain;® 

Such, when he drew his ruthless sword, 

As Choosers of the Slain, adored 
The yet unchristen’d Dane. 

An indistinct and phantom band, 

They wheel’d their ring-dance hand in hand, 
With gestures wild and dread ; 

The Seer, who watch’d them ride the storm, 
Saw through their faint and shadowy form 
The lightning’s flash more red ; 

And still their ghastly roundelay 
Was of the coming battle-fray. 

And of the destined dead. 

IV. 

^aws* 

Wheel the wild dance 
While lightnings glance, 

And thunders rattle loud, 

And call the brave 
To bloody grave, 

, To sleep without a shroud. 


3 MS.— “ Dawn and darlmess.’* 

4 See note, p. 505. 

5 MS.— “ Oft came the clang,*’ dec. 

3 See ante, Marmion, canto t., stanzas 24, 25, 26, aiid Aj» 
pendix, Note 4 A., p. 165. 
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Our airy feet, 

So light and fleet, 

They do not bend the rye 
That sinks its head when wliirlwinds rave, 
And swells again in eddying wave, 

‘ As each wild gust blows by ; 

But still the corn, 

At dawn of morn, 

Our fatal steps that bore, 

At eve lies waste, 

A trampled paste 
Of blackening mud and gore. 

Y. 

'Wheel the wild dance 
While lightnings glance, 

And thunders rattle loud. 

And call the brave 
To bloody grave, 

To sleep without a shroud. 

■Wheel the wild dance I 
Brave sons of France, 

For you our ring makes room ; 

Make space full wide 
For martial pride, 

For banner, spear, and plume. 
Approach, draw near, 

Proud cuirassier ! 

Room for the men of steel 1 
Through crest and plate 
The broadsword’s weight 
Both head and heart shall feel. 

YI. 

“ Wheel the wild dance 
While lightnings glance, 

And thunders rattle loud. 

And call the brave 
To bloody grave, 

To sleep without a shroud. 

Sons of the spear! 

You feel us neai’ 

In many a ghastly dream ; 

With fancy’s eye 
Our forms you spy, 

And hear our fatal scream. 

With clearer sight 
Ere falls the night, 

Just when to weal or woe 
Your disembodied souls take flight 
On trembling wing— each startled sprite 
Our choir of death shall know. 


1 This ballad appeared in 1815, in Paul's Letters, and in 
the Edinburgh Annual Register. It has since been set to music 
by G. F. Graham, Esq., in Mr. Thomson's Select Melodies, &c. 
® The original romance. 



YII. 

Wheel the wild dance 
While lightnings glance, 

And thundery rattle loiid, 

And call the brave 
To bloody grave. 

To sleep without a shroud. 

Burst, ye clouds, in tempest showers,. 
Redder rain shall soon be ours — 

See the east grows wan — 

Yield we place to sterner game, 

Ere deadlier bolts and direr flame 
Shall the welkin’s thunders shame 
Elemental rage is tame 
To the wrath of man.” 

YIII 

At morn, grey Allan’s mates with awe 
Heard of the vision’d sights he saw, 

The legend heard him say ; 

But the Seer’s gifted eye was dim. 
Deafen’d his ear, and stark Ms limb, 

Ere closed that bloody day— 

He sleeps far from his Highland heath, — 
But often of the Dance of Death 
His comrades tell the tale, 

On picquet-post, whe|^ ebbs the night, 
And waning watch-fires glow less bright. 
And dawn is glimmering pale. 


FROM THE FRENCH. 


1815. 


77ie original of iJiis little Romance malm part of a ma-^ 
miscripi collection of French Songs, prohaUg compiled 
hy some young officei', %cliich teas found on the field of 
Waterloo, so much stained with clay arid with hlood, 
as sufiiciently to indicate the fate of its late owner. The 
song is popular in France, and is rather a good specie 
men of the styh of composition to which Uhelongs. The 
tramlation w strictly literal.^ 


It was Dunois, the young and brave, was bpund for 
Palestine, 

But first ho made his orisons before St. Mary’s shrine: 


Partant pour la Syrie, 
he jeune et brave Dunois," &c. 

was written, and set to mtisic also, by Tlortense Deauiuwsnss. 
Duchesse de St, Leu, Ex-Queen of Holland. 




LYRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 


And grant, immortal Queen of Heaven,” was still 
the Soldiery’s prayer, 

That I may prove the bravest knight, and love the 
fairest fair.” 

His oath of honour on the shrine he graved it with his 
sword, [Lord ; 

And follow’d to the Holy Land the banner of his 

Where, faithful to his noble vow, his war-cry filTd 
the air, 

“ Be honour’d aye the bravest knight, beloved the 
fairest fair.” 

They owed the conquest to his arm, and then his 
Liege-Lord said. 

The heart that has for honour beat by bliss must be 
repaid. — 

My daughter Isabel and thou shall he a wedded pair, 

For thou art bravest of the brave, she fairest of the 
fair.” 

And then they bound the holy knot before Saint Mary’s 
shrine, 

That makes a paradise on earth, if hearts and hands 
combine; [there, 

And every lord and lady bright, that were in chapel 

Cried, Honour’d be the bravest knight, beloved the 
fairest fair i” 


?!rije Cr0uha^f0tu\- 


FROM THE SAME COLLECTION. 


Glowing with love, on fire for fame, 

A Troubadour that hated sorrow, 
Beneath his Lady’s window- came, 

And thus he sung his last good-morrow : 
" My arm it is my country’s right. 

My heart is in my true-love’s bower ; 
Gaily for love and fame to fight 
Befits the gallant Troubadour.” 

And while he march’d with helm on head 
And harp in hand, the descant rung, 

As, faithful to his favourite maid. 

The minstrel-burden still he sung : 

^ly arm it is my country’s right, 

My heart is in my lady’s bower ; 
Bosolved for love and fame to fight, 

I come, a gallant Troubadour.” 


Even when the battle-roar was deep, 

With dauntless heart he hew’d his waiy, 
’Mid splintering lance and falchion-sweep, 
And still was heard his warrior-lay; 

“ My life it is my country’s right. 

My heart is in my lady’s bower; 

For love to die, for fame to fight, 

Becomes the valiant Troubadour.” 

Alas I upon the bloody field 
He fell beneath the foemah’s glaive, 

But still recUning on his shield, 

Expiring sung the exulting stave : — 

My life it is my country’s right. 

My heart is in my lady’s bower ; 

For love and fame to fall in fight 
Becomes the valiant Troubadour.” 


Jfr0nt t|)0 dTrciicI).® 


It chanced that Cupid on a season, 

By Fancy urged, resolved to wed, 

But could not settle whether Reason 
Or Folly should partake his bed. 

What does he then ? — Upon my life, 
’Twas bad example for a deity — 

He takes me Reason for a wife, 

And Folly for his hours of gaiety. 

Though thus ho dealt in petty treason, 
He loved them both in equal measure ; 

Fidelity was bom of Reason, 

And Folly brought to bed of Pleasure. 


ON THE LIFTING OF THE BANNER OF THE 
HOUSE OF BUCCLEUCH, AT A GREAT FOOT-BALL MATCH 
ON CARTERHAUGH.^ 


Prom the brown crest of Newark its summons eie 
! tending, 

i Our signal is weaving in smoke and in flame ; 


1 Tho original of this ballad also was written and composed 3 This song appears with Music in Mr. G. Thomson’s Col- 
bytheBuchessode St.Leu The translation has been set to mu- lection— 182G. The foot-ball match on which it was written 
sic hy Mr. Thomson. See his Collection of Scottish Songs. 1826. took place on. December 5, 1815, and was also celebrated by 
a This trifle also is from the French Collection, found at the Ettrick Shepherd. See Life of Scott, vol. v., pp. 112, 3 18 
Waterloo.— See Paul’s Letters. 122. 
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Andeach foreRterblithe^fromhisTnoiintain descending, 
Bounds light o’er the heather to join in the game. 

" CHORUS. 

Then up with the Banner^ let forest winds fan Ur, 

She has blamed o-ver EUrkh eight ages and more; 

In ^ort we^U axtend her, in battle defend Ur, 

With heart and with hand, like our fathers before. 

When the Southern invader spread waste and disorder. 
At the glance of her crescents he paused and with- 
drew, , 

For around them were marshaU’d the pride of the j 
Border, ! 

The Flowers of the Forest, the Bands of Buc- 
CLEUCH. 

Then up with the Banner, &c. 

A Stripling’s weak hand^ to our revel has borne her, 
No mail-glove has grasp’d her, no spearmen sur- 
round ; 

But ere a hold foeman should scathe or should scorn 
■ her, " . . . ■ 

A thousand true hearts would he col d on the ground. 
Then up with the Banner, &c. 

We forget each contention of civil dissension. 

And hail, like our brethren, Home, Douglas, and 
Oar; 

And Elliot and Pringle in pastime shall mingle, 

As welcome in peace as their fathers in war. 

Then up with the Banner, &c. 

Then strip, lads, and to it, though sharp be the wea- 
ther. 

And if, by mischance, you should happen to fall, 
There are worse things in life than a tumble on hea- 
ther, 

And life is itself but a game at foot-ball. 

Then up with the Banner, &;c. 

And when it is over, we’ll drink a blithe measure 
To each Laird and each Lady that witness’d our fun, 
And to every blithe heart that took part in our plea- 
sure, 

To the lads that have lost and the lads that have 
won, 

Then up with the Banner, &c. 

May the Forest still flourish, both Borough and Land- 
ward, 

From the hall of the Peer to the Herd’s ingle-nook ; 
And huzza ! my brave hearts, for Buccleuch and his 
standard, 

For the ICing and the Country, the Clan, and the 
Duke ! 


Then up with the Baiiner, let forest wmdsfan her, 
She has blazed over Etirick eight ages and more; 
In sport we’ll attend her, in battle defend Ur, 

With heart and with hand, like our fathers before 


EttlTahis 0f m infant CJCtf. 

Cadul gu U.'* ^ 


1815. 


I. 

0, HUSH thee, my babie, thy sire was a knight, 

Thy mother a lady, both lovely and bright ; 

The woods and the glens, from the tow^ers which we 
see, 

They all are belonging, dear habic, to tliee. 

0 bo ro, i ri ri, cadnl gu lo, 

0 bo ro, i ri ri, <&c. 

II . 

0, fear not the bugle, though loudly it blows, 

It calls but the warders that guard thy repose ; 

Their hows would be bended, their blades would be 
red, 

Ere the step of a foeman draws near to thy bed. 

0 ho ro, i ri ri, &c. 

III. 

O, hush thee, my babie, the time soon will come, 
When thy sleep shall be broken by trumpet and drum ; 
Then hush thee, my darling, take rest wdiilc you may, 
For strife comes with manhood, and waking with dav. 
0 ho ro, i ri ri, &c. 


from #uy ilflannning. 

1815. 


(1.) SONGS OF MEG MEEHILIES. 


NATIVITY OF HARRY BERTRAM. 

Canny moment, lucky fit; 

Is the lady lighter yet ? 


i The hearer of the standard was the Author’s eldest son. 
a Sleep on till day.” These words, adapted to a melody 
■omownat different from the original, are sung in my friend 


Mr. Terry’s drama of Guy Mannering.” [The “ Lullahv’ 
was first printed in Mr. Terry’s drama ; it was afterwards act 
to music in Thomson’s Collection. 1822*3 







mm 
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Be it lad, or be it lass, 

Sign wi’ cross, and sain wi’ mass. 


Haste thee, haste thee, to be gone, 
Earth flits fast, and time draws on, — 
Grasp thy gasp, and groan thy groan, 
Day is near the breaking. 


Trefoil, vervain, John’s-wort, dill. 
Hinders witches of their will 5 
Weel is them, that weel may 
Fast upon St. Andrew’s day. 


The songstress paused, and was answered by one 
or two deep and hollow groans, that seemed to pro- 
ceed from the very agony of the mortal strife, ‘ It 
will not be,’ she muttered to herself. ^ He cannot 
pass away with that on his mind ; it tethers him here. 


Saint Bride and her brat 
Saint Colme and her cat, 

Saint Michael and Ms spear, 

Keep the house frae reif and wear. 

Cliap. 


Heaven cannot abide it 
Earth refuses to hide it. 


I must 


i,saymg, 


Open locks, end strife, 
Come death, and pass life. 

Chap, 


TWIST YE, TWINE YE. 


Twist ye, twine ye I even so, 

Mingle shades of joy and woe, 

Hope, and fear, and peace, and strife, 
, In the thread of human life. 


The dark shall be light, 

And the wrong made right, 

When Bertram’s right and Bertram’s miglit 
Shall meet on Ellangowan’s height. 

Chap* xli.. 


While the mystic twist is spinning, 
And the infant’s life beginning, 
Dimly seen through twilight bending 
Lo, what varied shapes attending ! 


Passions wild, and follies vain, 
Pleasures soon exchanged for pain 
Doubt, and jealousy, and fear, 

In the magic dance appear. 


(2.) SONGS OF DIRK HATTERAICK AND 
GLOSSIN. 


‘ And now I have brought you some breakfast,’ 
said Glossin, producing some cold meat and a flask of 
spirits. The latter Hatteraick eagerly seized upon, 
and applied to his mouth ; and, after a hearty draught, 
he exclaimed with great rapture, ^ Das schmeckt — 
That is good — that warms the liver !’ — Then broke 


Now they wax, and now they dwindle, 
Whirling with the whirling spindle. 
Twist ye, twine ye ! even so, 

Mingle human bliss and woe. 

Ibid. 


Saufen bier, und brante-w’’ein, 
Sclimeissen alle die fenstern ein : 
Ich ben liederlich, 

Du hist liederlich, 

Sind war nicht liederlich Icute a. 


THE DYING GIPSY SMUGGLER, 


Wasted, weary, wherefore stay, 
Wrestling thus with earth and clay ? 
From the body pass away ; — 

Hark I the mass is singing. 


‘ Well said, my hearty Captain I ’ cried Giussla 
endeavouring to catch the tone of revelry,” — 


From thee doff thy mortal weed, 

Mary Mother be thy speed. 

Saints to help thee at thy need ; — 

Hark ! the knell is ringing. 


Gin by pailfuls, wine in rivers. 

Dash the window-glass to shivers ! 

For three wild lads were we, brave boys, 
And three wild lads were we ; 

Thou on the land, and I on the sand, 

And Jack on the gallows-tree I 

Ch^p. XX-JlIv. 


Fear not snow-drift driving fast, 

Sleet, or hail, or levin Mast ; 

Soon the shroud shall lap thee fast, 

And the sleep be on thee cast 

That shall ne’er know waking. 
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REturn to Ulster.' 


181G. 


Once again,— but how changed since my wand’rings 
began— 

I have heard the deep voice of tho Lagan and Bann, 
And the pines of Clanbrassil resound to the roar 
That wearies the echoes of fair Tullamore. 

Alas 1 my poor bosom, and why shouldst thou burn 1 
With the scenes of my youth can its raptures return 
Can I live the dear life of delusion again, 

That flow’d when these echoes first mix’d with my 
strain ? 

It was then that around me, tlioiigh poor and un- 
known> 

High spells of mysterious enchantment were thrown ; 
The streams were of silver, of diamond the dew, ' 
The land was an Eden, for fancy was new. 

I had heard of our bards, and my soul was on fire 
At the rush of their verse, and the sweep of their 
. ..lyre;. 

To me ’twas not legend, nor tale to tho ear, 

But a vision of noontide, distinguish’d and clear. 

TJltonia’s old heroes awoke at the call. 

And renew’d the wild pomp of the chase and the 
hall; 

And the standard of Fion flash’d fierce from on high, 
Like a burst of the sun when the tempest is nigh.^ 

It seem’d that the harp of green Erin once more 
Could renew all the glories she boasted of yore. — 

Yet why at remembrance, fond heart, shouldst thou 
burn ? 

They were days of delusion, and cannot return. 

But was she, too, a phantom, the Maid who stood by, 
And listed my lay, Tvhile she turn’d from mine eye ? 
Was she, too, a vision, just glancing to view. 

Then dispersed in the sunbeam, or melted to dew 1 
Oh ! would it had been so, — Oh ! would that her eye 
Had been but a star-glance that shot through the 
sky, 

And her voice that was moulded to melody’s thrill, 
Had been but a zephyr, that sigh’d and was still ! 

Oh ! W'ould it had been so, — not then this poor heart 
Had leam’d the sad lesson, to love and to part ; 

To bear, unassisted, its burthen of care, 

While I toil’d for the wealth I had no one to share. 
Not then had I said, when life’s summer was done, 
And the hours of her autumn were fast speeding on, 


Take the fame and the riches ye brought in your 
.' train, ■ ■ 

And restore me the dream of my spring-tide again.” 


Air— .4 Border 31dody. 


1816. 


77ie first stmiza of this Ballad is a^imnt. The others 
were written for Mr. Ca7)ipheWs Alhyn^s Antholoyy^ 


1 . 

Why weep yo by the tid<^, kullo ? 

Why weep ye by the tide 1 
I ’ll wed ye to my youngest son. 

And ye sail be his bride : 

And yo sail be bis bride, Ijulii', 

Sae comely to bo seen ” — 

But aye she loot the tears down fa* 

For Jock of Hazeldean. 

II. 

Now let this wilfu’ grief be done, 

And dry that cheek so pale ; 

Young Frank is chief of Ki'rington, 

And lord of Langley-dalo ; 

His step is first in peaceful ha% 

His sword in battle keen ” — 

But aye she loot the tears down fa’ 

For Jock of Hazeldean. 

III. 

“ A chain of gold yo sail not lack, 

Nor braid to bind your hair; 

Nor mettled hound, nor managed hawk. 
Nor palfrey fresh and fair; 

And you, the foremost o’ them a’, 

Shall ride our forest queen ” — 

But aye she loot the tears down fa* 

For Jock of Hazeldean. 

IV. 

The kirk was deck’d at morning-tide, 

The tapers glimmer’d fair ; 

The priest and bridegroom wait the bride, 
And dame and knight arc there,, 

They sought her baith by bower and lia’ ; 

Tho ladie was not seen ! 

She’s o’er the Border, and awa’ 

Wi’ Joek of Hazeldean. 


i First published in Mr. G, Thomson’s Collection of Irish 
Airs. 3816. 


^ In ancient Irish poetry, the standard of Fion, or Fin»al, ia 
called the Surhhiirst, an epithet feebly rendered by the Suis- 
beam of Maepherson. 
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Come as the winds come, whon 
Forests are rended , 

Come as the waves come, when 
Navies are stranded : 

Faster come, faster come, 
Faster and faster. 

Chief, vassal, page and groom. 
Tenant and master. 


t3{Sr0t6 Bf ffinnalJr JB^u. 


Am—** Pidbair ofDomiil DJiuidh. 


This is a very andeni fihroch helonging to Clan Mac- 
Donaldj and supposed to refer to ilie expedition of 
Donald Bulloch^ zvhoy in 1431 , launched from the Isles 
xeith a considerable force, invaded Lochaher, and at 
Inverlocliy defeated and pud to figU the JSarls of Mar 
and Caithness, though at the head of an army superior 
to Ms own. The tmrds of the set, theme, or melody, to 
which the pipe mriuiiom are applied, tu 71 thus in 
Gaelic : — 


Fast they come, fast they come ; 

See how they gather ! 

Wide waves the eagle plume, 
Blended with heather. 

Cast your plaids, draw your blades, 
Forward each man set I 
Pibroch of Donuil Bhu, 

Knell for the onset 1 


Piobaireachd Bhonuil Dliuidh, piobaireachd Dhonail ; 
Piobaireaolid Bhoimil Bhuidh, piobaireachd Bhonuil ; 
Piobaireachd Bhonuil Bhaidh, piobaireachd Bhonuil ; 

Piob agus bratach air faiche Inverlochi. 

The pipe-summons of BonaM the Black, 

The pipe-summons of Bonald the Black, 

The war-pipe and the pennon are on the gathering- place at 
Inverlochy.s 




Am— “ Cha teid mis a chaoidliP 3 


WRITTEN FOR ALBYN’S ANTHOLOGY.'* 


Pibroch of Donuil Dhu, 
Pibroch of Donuil, 
Wake thy wild voice anew”. 

Summon Clan -Gonuil. 
Come away, come away, 
Hark to the summons I 
Come in your "W'ar array, 
Gentles and commons. 


In the original Gaelic, the Lady maJxs proiesiaiions that 
she will 7iot go with the Red Marls so7i, until the sumh 
should hzdld in the cliff, and the eagle in the lake — U7iiil 
me nmuniain should change places with a7iother, ana. 
so forth. It is but fair to add, that there is 7io autho- 
rity for supposi}ig that she alie7'ed her mind — ercept the 
vehemence of hei' protestaiion. 


Come from deep glen, and 
From mountain so rocky, 
The w^ar-pipe and pennon 
Are at Inverlocky. 

Come every hill-plaid, and 
True heart that wears one. 
Come every steel blade, and 
Strong hand that bears one. 


PIear what Highland Nora said,— 
The Earlie’s son I will not wed, 
Should all the race of nature die. 
And none be left but he and I. 

For all the gold, for all the gear. 
And all the lands both far and near, 
That ever valour lost or won, 

I would not wed the Eariie’s son.’’— 


Leave untended the herd, 

The flock without shelter ; 
Leave the corpse uninterr’d. 
The bride at the altar ; 

Leave the deer, leave the steer, 
Leave nets and barges: 

Come with your fighting gear, 
Broadswords and targes. 


** A maiden’s vows,” old Callum spoke. 
Are lightly made and lightly broke ; 
The heather on the mountain’s height 
Begins to bloom in pnrple light ; 


2 Compare this ■with the gathering-song in the third canto 
of the Lady of the Lake, ante. 
s “ I will never go 'With him.’* 

* See also Mr. Thomson’s Scottish Collection. iSSa. 


1 ** The pibroch of Bonald the Black.” This song was 
written for Campbell’'8 Albyu’s Anthology, 1816. It may also 
be seen, set to music, in Thomson’s Collection, 1830. 


r"'k 
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The frost-wind soon snail sweep away 
That lustre deep from glen and hrae ; 

Fet Noraj ere its bloom be gone. 

May blithely wed the Earlie’s son*’*-— 

III. 

The swan,” she said, “ the lake’s clear breast 
May barter for the eagle’s nest ; 

The Awe’s fierce stream may backward turn, 
Ben-Cruaichan fall, and crush Kilchum ; 

Our kilted clans, when blood is high, 

Before their foes may turn and fly ; 

But I, were all these marvels done, 

Would never wed the Earlie’s son.” 

IV. 

Stillin the water-lily’s shade 

Her wonted nest the wild-swan made ; 

Ben-Cruaichan stands as fast as ever, 

Still downward foams the Awe’s fierce river ; 
To shun the clash of foeman’s steel, 
Nollighlandbvoguehas turn’d the heel ; 

But ora’s heart is lost and won, 

—She’s wedded to the Earlie’s son ! 


AiB*-« ThaM a Grigalach.*""^ 
WRITTEN EOR A^LBYN’S ANTHOLOGY. 


01en Orchy’s proud mountains, Coalchmm and her 
^ 'towers," 

Crlenstrae and Glenlyon no longer are ours ; 

We’re landless, landless, landless, Origalaeh I 
Landless, landless, landless, &c. 

But doom’d and devoted by vassal and lord, 
MacGregor has still both his heart and his sword I 
Then courage, courage, courage, Grigalach I 
Courage, courage, courage, &c. 

If they rob us of name, and pursue us with beagles. 
Give their roofs to the flame, and their flesh to the 

'eagles! ■ ■■■,,. ■ 

Then vengeance, vengeance, vengeance, Griga» 
lachl 

Vengeance, vengeance, vengeance, &c. 

While there’s leaves in the forest, and foam on the 
river, 

MacGregor, despite them, shall flourish for ever ! 

Come then, Grigalach, come then, Grigalach* 
Come then, come then, come then, &c. 

Through the depths of Loch Katrine the steed sliaL 
' career, ' . . . 

O’er the peak of Ben-Lomond the galley shall steely 
And the rocks of Craig-Royston® like icicles melt, 
Ere our wrongs be forgot, or our vengeance unfelt ! 
Then gather, gather, gather, Grigalach ! 
Gather, gather, gaiher, &c. 


1816. 


These verses are adapted to a verpiiild, pet Hvelp gather- 
ing-tune^ used hij the MacGregors. The severe treaU 
ment of this Clan^ their ouilawry^ and the proscription 
of their very namoy are alluded to in the Ballad.^ 


The moon ’s on the lake, and the mist ’s on the brae, 
And the Clan has a name that is nameless by day ; 
Then gather, gather, gather Grigalach ! 
Gather, gather, gather, &e. 

Our signal for fight, that from monarchs we drew, 
Must be heard but l^y night in our vengeful haloo I 
Then haloo, Grigalach I haloo, Grigalach I 
Haloo, haloo, haloo, Grigalach, &c. 


1 “ The MacGregor is come.” 

s For the history of the clan, see Introduction to Bob Bop, 
Waverky Novels, vol. 'vii. 

3 Rob Roy MacGregor’s own designation was of Inner- 
maid ; but he appears to have acquired a right of some kind or 


COMPOSED FOR THE OCCASION, ADAPTED tO HATDN’!;] 
AIR, 

“ God Save the Empcfor Francis," 

AND SUNG BY A SELECT BAND AFTER THE DINNER G'l V J’N 
BY THE LORD PROVOST OF EDINBURGH TO THE 

GEAND-DUKE NICHOLAS OF RUSSIA, 

AND HIS SUITE, U)TH DECEMBER, 1816. 

God protect brave Alexander, 

Heaven defend the noble Czar, 

Mighty Riissia’s high Commander, 

First in Europe’s banded war; 

For the realms he di<l deliver 
From the tyrant overthrown, 


other to the property or possession of Craig-Eoyston, a doinaiu 
of rock and forest, lying on the east side of lA)ch Lonioml, 
where that beautiful lake stretches into the dusky mount aiua 
of Glenfalloch.”—i:n<mii!wcMon to Rob Roy, fFavadey Noods, 
voL vU. p, 31. 
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TIiou^ of every good the Griver^ 

Grant him long to bless his ov^n ! 

Bless him, ’mid his land’s disaster, 

For her rights who battled brave. 

Of the land of foemen master, 

Bless him who their wrongs forgave. 

O’er his just resentment victor, 

Victor over Europe’s foes, 

Late and long supreme director, 
Grant in peace his reign may close. 
Hail 1 then, hail I illustrious stranger ! 
■\V eicome to our mountain strand ; 
Mutual interests, hopes, and danger, 
Link us with thy native lapd. 
Freemen’s force, or false beguiling, 
Shall that union ne’er divide, 

Hand in hand while peace is smiling. 
And in battle side by side.^ 


jrroin tJir antiquary. 


Esdesm mine hours — the space is brief — 
While it) my glass the sand-grains shiver, 

And measureless thy joy or grief, 

When Time and thou shalt part for ever ! 

Cimp, X. 


(2.)~-EPITAPH ON JON O’ YE GIRNELL. 

Beneath an old oak-tree, upon a hillock, lay a 
moss-grown stone, and, in memory of the departed 
worthy, it bore an inscription, of which, as Mr. Old- 
buck aflBrmed, (though many doubted,) the departed 
■ characters could be distinctly traced to the following 
effect:”— 

Heir lyeth Jon o’ ye Gimell. 

Erth has ye nit and heuen ye kirn ell. 

In hys tyme ilk wyfe’s hennis clokit, 

Ilka gud mannis berth wi’ bairnis w^as stoldt. 

He deled a boll o’ bear in firlottis fyve, 

Four forye haliekirke and ane for pure mennis wy vis. 

Cliap* xi. 



(3.)— ELSPETH’S BALLAD. 

(1.)— TIME. 

As the Antiquary lifted the latch of the hut, he 
The window of a turret, w'hich projected at an was surprised to hear tlie shrill tremulous voice of 
angle with the wall, and thus came to be very near Elspeth chanting forth an old ballad in a wild and 
Level’s apartment, was half open, and from that doleful recitative — 
quarter he heard again the same music which had 

probably broken short liis dream. With its visionary The herring loves the merry moon-light, 
character it had lost much of its charms— it was now The mackerel loves the wind, 
nothing more than an air on the harpsicord, tolerably But the oyster loves the dredging sang, 
well performed— such is the caprice of imagination For they come of a gentle kind, 
as affecting the fine arts. A female voice sung, with 

some taste and great simplicity, something between a Now hand your tongue, baith wife and carle, 
song and a hymn, in words to the following effect And listen great and sma’, 

And I will sing of Glenallan’s Earl 
“ Why sit’st thou by that ruin’d hall, That fought on the red Harlaw. 

Thou aged carle so stern and grey ? 

Dost thou its fonner pride recal, The cronach’s cried on Bennachie, 

Or ponder how it pass’d away ? And doun the Don and a’, 

And hieland and lawiand may mournfu’ be 

Know’st thou not me 1” the Deep Voice cried ; For the sair field of Harlaw. 

So long enjoy’d, so oft misused — 

Alternate, in thy fickle pride, They saddled a hundred milk-white steeds, 

Desired, neglected, and accused I They hae bridled a hundred black, 

With a chafron of steel on each horse’s head, 

« Before my breath, like blazing flax, And a good knight upon his back. 

Man and his inarvels pass away ! 

And cha.u.ging empires wane and wax, They hadna ridden a mile, a mile. 

Are founded, flourish, and decay. mile, but barely ten, 

1 Mr., afterwards Sir William Arbufclinot, the Lord Provost Walter Scott’s ; and these Verses, with their heading, are now 
of Edinburgh, who had the honoar to entertain the Grand- given from the newspapers of 181(>. 

Duke, now Emperor of Russia, was a personal friend of Sir o™ 


SCOTT’S' POETICAL WORKS. 


658 

Wlion Donald came braiildng down the brae 
Wi^ twenty thousand men. 

Their tartans they were waving wide. 

Their glaives were glancing clear. 

The pibrochs rung frae side to side. 

Would deafen ye to hear. 

The great Earl in his stirrups stood, 

That Highland host to see : 

Now bore a knight that ’s stout and good 
May prove a jeopardie : 

“ What would’st thou do, my squire so gay, 

That rides beside my reyne, — 

Were ye Gleiuillan's Earl the day, 

And I were Roland Cheyne? 

To turn the rein were sin and shame. 

To fight wore wond’rous peril, — 

What would ye do now, Roland Cheyne, 

Were ye Glenallan’s Earl — 

Were I Glenallan’s Earl this tide, 

And ye were Roland Cheyne, 

The spear should be in my horse’s side, 

And the bridle upon his mane. 

If they hae twenty thousand blades, 

And we twice ten times ten, 

Yet they hae but their tartan plaids, 

And we are mail-clad men. 

My horse shall ride through ranks sae rude, 

As through the moorland fern,— 

Then ne’er let the gentle Norman blude 
Grow cauld for Highland kerne.” 

****«■* 

* * * * 

He turn’d him right and round again. 

Said, Scorn na at my mither ; 

Light loves I may get niony a ane, 

Rut minnie ne’er anither. 

Chap. xl. 


MOTTOES TN THE ANTIQUARY. 

** The scraps of poetry which have been in most cases 
tacked to the beginning of chapters in these Novels, 
are sometimes quoted either from reading or from 
memory, but, in the general case, are pure invention. 
I found it too troublesome to turn to the collection of 
the British Poets to discover apposite mottoes, and, in 
the situation of the theatrical mechanist, who, when the 
white paper which represented his shower of snow was 
exhausted, continued the shower by snowing brown, I 
drew on my memory as long as I could, and when that 


failed, eked it out with invention. I believe that, in 
some cases, where actual names are affixed to the sup- 
posed quotations, it would be to little purpose to seek 
them in the works of the authors referred to. In 
some cases, I have been entertained when Dr, Watts 
and other graver authors have been ransacked in vain 
for stanzas for which the novelist alone was responsi- 
ble.” — Introduation to Chronicles of the Cmongate. 

L 

I knew Ansolmo. He was shrewd and prudent, 
Wisdom and cunning had their shares of liim ; 

But he was shrewish as a wayward child, 

And pleased again by toys which childliood please > 
As — book of fables graced with print of wood, 

Or else the Jingling of a rusty medal, 

Or the rare melody of some old ditty, 

That first was sung to please King Pepin’s cradle. 

(2.)— Chap, ix.; ' , ' ' 

Be brave,” she cried, you yet may bo our guest. 
Our haunted room was ever held the best : 

If, then, your valour can the fight sustain 
Of rustling curtains, and the clinking chain ; 

If your courageous tongue have powers to talk, 
When round your bed the horrid ghost shall walk, 
If you dare ask it why it leaves its tomb, 

ITl see your sheets well air’d, and show the room/* 

TmeStorv. 

(3.)— Chap. xi. 

Sometimes he thinks that Heaven this rision sent, 
And order’d all the pageants as they went ; 
Sometimes that only ’twas wild Fancy’s play, — 
The loose and scatter’d relics of the day, 

(4.)— Chap. xn. 

Beggar ! — the only freemen of your Commonwealth 
Free above Scot-free, that observe no laws. 

Obey no governor, use no religion 

But what they draw from their own ancient customs* 

Or constitute themselves, yet they are no rebels. 

Bro'im. 

(5.)— Chap. xix. 

Here has been such a stormy encounter, 

Betwixt my cousin Captain, and this soldier, 
About I know not what ! — nothing, indeed ; 
Competitions, degrees, and comparatives 
Of soldiership ! 

A Faire Qmrrd. 

(G.)— Chap. XX. 

If you fail honour here, 

Never presume to serve her any more ; 

Bid farewell to the integrity of arms, 

And the honourable name of soldier 
Fall from you, like a shiver’d wreath of laurel 
By thunder struck from a descrtlesse fcrehcad. 

A Faire Qmrrd. 


LYRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PIECES, 


659 


(7.)“-CnAP. XXL 

The Lord Abbot had a soul 

Subtile and quick, and searching as the fire : 

By magic stairs he went as deep as hell, 

And ii‘ in devils’ possession gold be kept, 

He brought some sure from thence — ’tis hid in 
caves,' ^ 

Known, save to me, to none 

The Wonder of a Kingdome, 

(8.)— Chap, xxvii. 

Many great ones 

Would part with half their states, to have the plan 
And credit to bog in the first style. — 

Beggar"^ s Bush. 

(9.)— Chap. xxx. 

Who is he ? — One that for the lack of land 
Shall fight upon the water— he hath challenged 
Formerly the grand whale ; and by his titles 
Of Leviathan, Behemoth, and so forth. 

He tilted with a sword-fish — Marry, sir, 

Th’ aquatic had the best — the argument 
Still galls our champion’s breech. 

Old Blag. 

(10.)— Chap. xxxi. 

fell me not of it, friend — when the young weep, 
Their tears are lukew’arm brine ; — from our old eyes 
Sorrow falls dowm like hail-drops of the North, 
Chilling the furrows of our wither’d cheeks, 

Cold as our hopes, and harden’d as our feeling — 
Theirs, as they fall, sink sightless— ours recoil, 
Heap the fair plain, and bleaken all before us. 

Old Play. 

(11.)— Chap, xxxiii. 

Remorse— she ne’er forsakes us ! — 

A bloodhound stanch — she tracks our rapid step 
Through the wild labyrinth of youthful frenzy. 
Unheard, perchance, until old age hath tamed us; 
Then in our lair, when Time hath chill’d our joints, 
And maim’d our hope of combat, or of flight, 

We hear her deep-mouth’d bay, announcing all 
Of wrath and woe and punishment that bides us. 

Old Play. 

(12,)— Chap, xxxiv. 

Still in his dead hand clench’d remain the strings 
That thrill his father’s heart — e’en as the limb, 
Lopp’d off and laid in grave, retains, they tell us. 
Strange commerce with the mutilated stump, 
M'hose nerves are twinging still in maim'd existence. 

Old Play, 

(13.)— Chap. xxxv. 

- -- Life, with you, 

Glows in the brain and dances in the arteries ; 

’Tis like the wine some joyous guest hath quaff d, 
That glads the heart and elevates the fancy:-— 


S-line is the poor residuum of the cup, 

Yapid, and dull, and tasteless, only soiling 
With its base dregs the vessel that contains it. 

Old Play. 

(14.)— Chap, xxxvii. 

Yes I I love Justice well — as well as you do — 

But, since the good dame ’s blind, she shall excuse 
me. 

If, time and reason fitting, I prove dumb ; — 

The breath I utter now shall bo no means 
To take away from me my breath in future. 

Old Play. 

(15.)— Chap, xxxvni. 

Weil, well, at worst, ’tis neither theft nor coinage. 
Granting I knew all that you charge me with. 
What, tho’ the tomb hath born a second birth, 

And given the wealth to one that knew not on't, 
Yet fair exchange was never robbery. 

Far less pure bounty Old Play. 

(16.)— Chap. xl. 

Life ebbs from such old age, unmark’d and silent. 
As the slow neap-tide leaves yon stranded galley. — . 
Late she rock’d merrily at the least impulse 
That wind or w'ave could give ; but now her keel 
Is settling on the sand, her mast has ta’en 
An angle with the sky, from which it shifts not. 
Each wave receding shakes her less and less, 

Till, bedded on the strand, she shall remain 
Useless as motionless. 

OldPlav. 

(17.)— Chap. xli. 

So, while the Goose, of whom the fable told, 
Incumbent, brooded o’er her eggs of gold, 

With hand outstretch’d, impatient to destroy, 
Stole on her secret nest the cruel Boy, 

Whose gripe rapacious changed her splendid dream, 
For wings vain fluttering, and for dying scream. 

The Loves of ike Sea-Weeds. 

(18-)— Chap. XLii. 

Let those go see who will — I like it not — 

For, say he was a slave to rank and pomp, 

And all the nothings he is now divorced from 
By the hard doom of stern necessity ; 

Yet is it sad to mark his alter’d brow, 

Where Vanity adjusts her flimsy veil 
O’er the deep wrinkles of repentant Anguish- 

Old Play. 

(19-)— Chap. XLiii. 

Fortune, you say, flies from us — She but circles, 
Like the fleet sea-bird round the fowler’s skiff, — 
Lost in the mist one moment, and the next 
Brushing the white sail with her whiter wing, 

As if to court the aim. — Experience watches, 

And has her on the wheel. Old Play. 
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(20.)— OlIAP. XLIV. 

Nay, if she love me not, I care not for her : 

Shall I look pale because the mjuden blooms ? 

Or sigh because she smiles— and smiles on others ? 
Not I, by Heaven I— I hold my peace too dear, 

To let it, like the plume upon her cap, 

Shake at each nod that her caprice shall dictate. 

Old Play» 

It may be worth noting, that it was in correcting 
the proof-sheets of flie Antiqmry that Scott first took 
to equipping his chapters with mottoes of his ovra fa- 
brication. On one occasion he happened to ask John 
Ballantyne, who was sitting by him, to hunt for a par- 
ticular passage in Beaumont and Fletcher. John did 
as he was hid, but did not succeed in discovering the 
lines. ^ Hang it, Johnnie,” cried Scott, ^ I believe I 
I can make a motto sooner than you will find one.” 
He did so accordingly ; and from that hour, when- 
ever memory failed to suggest an appropriate epi- 
graph, he had recourse to the inexhaustible mines of 
‘ old play ’ or ^ old ballad,^ to which we owe some of 
the most exquisite verses that ever flowed from his 
pen”-— vol. V,, p. 145.] 


jTrom tbr Blaxk IBtoart 


1810. 

MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. V. 

The bleakest rock upon the loneliest heath 
Peels, in its barrenness, some touch of spring ; 

And, in the April dew, or beam of May, 

Its moss and lichen freshen and revive ; 

And thus the heart, most sear’d to human pleasure. 
Melts at the tear, joys in the smile of woman. 

Beaumont. 

(2.)— Chap. xvr. 

’Twas time and griefs 

That framed him thus : Time, with his fairer hand. 
Offering the fortunes of Ms former days, 

The former man may make him— Bring us to him, 
And chance it as it may. 

Old Play. 


jF'rom iliortalitp. 

liiiT 


(l.)-MAJOR BELLENDEN’S SONG. 
And what though winter will pinch severe 
Through locks of grey and a cloak that ’s old, 


Yet keep up thy heart, bold cavalier, 

For a cup of sack shall fence the cold. 

For time will rust the brightest blade, 

And years will break the strongest how; 

Was never wight so starkly made, 

But time and years would overthrow I 

Clmp. xix. 


(2.)— VERSES FOUND IN BOTHWELL’S 
POCKET-BOOK. 

With these letters was a lock of hair wrapped in 
a copy of verses, written obviously with a feeling which 
atoned, in Morton’s opinion, for the roughness of the 
poetry, and the conceits with which it abounded, ac- 
cording to the taste of the period : 

Thy hue, dear pledge, is pure and bright, 

As in that well-remember’d night, 

When first thy mystic braid was wove, 

And first iny Agnes whisper’d love. 

Since then how often hast thou press’d 
The torrid zone of this wild breast, 

Whose wTath and hate have sworn to dwell 
With the first sin which peopled hell, 

A breast whose blood’s a troubled ocean, 

Each throb the earthquake’s wild commotion!-- 
O, if such clime thou canat endure, 

Yet keep thy hue unstain’d and pure, 

What conquest o’er each erring thought 
Of that fierce realm had Agnes wrought I 
I had not wander’d wild and wide. 

With such an angel for my guide ; 

Nor heaven nor earth could then reprove me, 

If she had lived, and lived to love me. 

Not then this world’s wild joys had been 
To me one savage hunting scene, 

My sole delight the headlong race, 

And frantic hurry of the chase; 

To start, pursue, and bring to bay, 

Rush in, drag dowm and rend my prey, 

Then — from the carcass turn away I 
Mine ireful mood had sweetness tamed, 

And soothed each wound which pride inflamed [ 
Yes, God and man might now approve me, 

If thou hadst lived, and lived to love me. 

Chap, xxiii. 


(3.)— EPITAPH ON BALFOUR OF BURLEY 

Gentle reader, I did request of mine honest friend 
Peter Proudfoot, travelling merchant, known to many 
of this land for his faithful and just dealings, as well 
in muslins and cambrics as in small wares, to procv:*e 
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Yet fear not, ladies, the mim detail 
Given by the natives of that land canorous; 
Italian license loves to leap the pale. 

We Britons have the fear of shame before ns. 
And, if not wise in mirth, at least must b< 
eorous. 


mp, on his next pere^nations to that vicinage, a copy 
of the Epitaphion alluded to. And, according to his 
report, which I see no ground to discredit, it runneth 
thus:” — 


Here lyes ane saint to prelates surly. 

Being John Balfour, sometime of Burley, 
Who, stirred up to vengeance take, 

For Solemn League and Cov’nant^s sake. 
Upon the Magus- Moor, in Fife, 

Did tak’ James Sharpe the apostate’s life; 

By Dutchman’s hands was hacked and shot. 
Then drowned in Clyde near this saam spot. 

CViOjo. xliv 


In the far eastern clime, no great w^hile since, 
Lived Suitaun SoUmaun, a mighty prince, 

Whose eyes, as oft as they perform’d their round, 
Beheld all others fix’d upon the ground ; 

Whose ears received the same unvaried phrase, 
Suitaun ! thy vassal hears, and he obeys I ” 

All have their tastes — this may the fancy strike 
Of such grave folks as pomp and grandeur li.ke ; 
For me, I love the honest heart and warm 
Of Monarch who can amble round his farm, 

Or, when the toil of state no more annoys, 

In chimney corner seek domestic joys — 

I love a prince will bid the bottle pass, 
Exchanging with his subjects glance and glass ; 
In fitting time, can, gayest of the gay. 

Keep up the jest, and mingle in the lay — 

Such Monarchs best our free-born humours suit, 
But Despots must be stately, stern, and mute. 


MOTTOES. 


(1.)— Chap. V. 

Arouse thee, youth I — it is no common call, — 
God’s Church is leaguer’d— haste to man the w*aU ; 
Haste where the Red-cross banners wave on high, 
Signals of honour’d death or victor^'. 

James Duff. 


(2.)— -Chap. xiv. 

My hounds may a’ rin masterless, 

My hawks may fly frae tree to tree, 
My lord may grip my vassal lands, 
For there again maun I never be ! 


This Solimaun, Serendib had in sway — 

And where’s Serendib % may some critic say. — 
Good lack, mine honest friend, consult the chart, 
Scare not my Pegasus before I start I 
If Rennell has it not, you’ll find, mayhap, 

The isle laid down in Captain Sindbad’s map, — 
Famed mariner ! whose merciless narrations 
Drove every friend and kinsman out of patience, 
Till, fain to find a guest who thought them shorter 
He deign’d to tell them over to a porter — ® 

The last edition see, by Long, and Co., 

Rees, Hurst, and Orme, our fathers in the Row. 


Old Ballad. 


(3.)— Chap, xxxiv. 
Sound, sound the clarion, fill the fife ! 

To all the sensual world pi’cclaim. 
One crowded hour of glorious life 
Is worth an age without a name. 


Anonymous. 


Serendib found, deem not my tale a fiction — 
This Suitaun, whether lacking contradiction — 
(A sort of stimulant which hath its uses, 

To raise the spirits and reforai the juices, 
—Sovereign specific for all sorts of cures 
In my wife’s practice, and perhaps in yours,) 

The Suitaun lacking this same wholesome bitter, 
Or cordial smooth for prince’s palate fitter — 

Or if some Mollah had hag-rid bis dreams 
With Degial, Ginnistan, and such wild themes 
Belonging to the Mollah's subtle craft, 

I wot not — but the Suitaun never laugh’d, 
Scarce ate or drank, and took a melancholy 
That scorn’d all remedy — profane or holy; 


§tKXt% after 


THE Q,UEST OF SULTAUN SOLIMAUN, 


Oh for a glance of that gay Muse’s eye, 

That lighten’d on Bandello’s laughing tale, 
And twinkled with a lustre shrewd and sly, 
When Giam Battista hade her vision hail !— 


2 The hint of the following tale is taken from 
Mafflcat a novel of Giam Battista Casti. 

3 See the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments. 


First pnblisbed in The Sale Boom, No. V.,” February 
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m his king list of melancholies, mad, 

Or mazed, or dumb, hath Burton none so bad^^ 


Physicians soon arrived, sage, ware, and tried, 

As e’er scrawl’d jargon in a darken’d room ; 

With heedful glance theSultaun’s tongue they eyed, 
Peep’d in his hath, and God knows where beside, 
And then in solemn accent spoke their doom, 

His majesty is very far from well.” 

Then each to work with his specific fell : 

The Hakim Ibrahim instanter brought 
His unguent Mahazzim al Zerdukkaut, 

While Boompot, a practitioner more wily, 

Relied on his Munasluf al fillfily 
More and yet more in deep array appear, 

And some the front assail, and some the rear ; 

Their remedies to reinforce and vary. 

Came surgeon eke, and eke apothecary; 

Till the tired Monarch, ‘though of words grown chary, 
Yet dropt, to recompense their fruitless labour, 
Some hint about a bowstring or a sabre. 

There lack’d, I promise you, no longer speeches 
To rid the palace of those learned leeches. 

■ YL ■ . 

Then was the council call’d— by their advice, 

(They deem’d the matter ticklish all, and nice, 
Andsoughttoahiftitofffrom their own shoulders,) | 
Tartars and couriers in all speed were sent, 

To call a sort of Eastern Parliament 
Of feudatory chieftains and freeholders— 

Such have the Persians at this very day, 

My gallant Malcolm calls them eouroultai ; — ® 

I’m not prepared to show in this slight song 
That to Serendib the same forms belong, — 

E’en let the learn’d go search, and tell me if I’m 
wrong. 

YU. 

The Omrahs,^ each with hand on scymitar, 

Gave, like Sempronius, still their voice for war — 
The sabre of the Sultaun in its sheath 
Too long has slept, nor own’d the work of death ; 
Let the Tamhourgi bid his signal rattle. 

Bang the loud gong, and raise the shout of battle ! 
This dreary cloud that dims our sovereign’s day, 
Shall from his kindled bosom flit away, 

When the bold Lootie wheels his courser round, 
And the arm’d elephant shall shake the ground. 
Each noble pants to own the glorious summons — 
And for the charges— Lo ! your faithful Commons I” 
The Riots who attended in their places 
(Serendib language calls a farmer 
Look’d ruefully, in one another’s faces. 

From this oration auguring much disquiet, 


Double assessment, forage, and free quarters • 

And fearing those as China-men the Tartars, 

Or as the whisker’d vermin fear the moiisers, 

Each fumbled in the pocket of his trowsers. 

YIII. 

And next came forth the reverend Convocation, 
Bald heads, white beards, and many aturban green, 
Imaum and Mollah there of every station, 

Santon, Fakir, and Calendar were seen. 

Their votes were various — some advised a Mosque 
With fitting revenues should be erected, 

W’’ith seemly gardens and with gay Kiosque, 

To recreate a band of priests selected ; 

Others opined that through the realms a dole 
Be made to holy men, whose prayers might profit 
The Sultaim’s weal in body and in soul. 

But their long-headed chief, the Sheik Ul-Sofit, 
More closely touch’d the point: — ‘‘‘Thy studious 
mood,” 

Quoth ho, 0 Prince ! hath thicken’d all thy blood, 
And dull’d thy brain with labour beyond measure ; 
Wherefore relax a space and take thy pleasure, 
And toy wdth beauty, or tell o’er thy treasure ; 
From all the cares of state, my Liege, enlarge thee, 
And leave the burden to thy faithful clergy.” 

^ IX. 

These counsels sage availed not a whit, 

And so the patient (as is not uncommon 
Where grave physicians lose their time and wit) 
Resolved to take advice of an old woman ; 

His mother she, a dame wdio once was beauteous. 
And still was called so by each subject duteous. 

Now, whether Fatima was witch in earnest, 

Or only made believe, I cannot say — 

But she profess'd to cure disease the sternest. 

By dint of magic amulet or lay ; 

And, when all other skill in vain was shown, 

She deem’d it fitting time to use her owm. 

X. 

“ Sympatliia muyica hath wonders done,” 

(Thus did old Fatima bespeak her son,) 

It works upon the fibres and the pores, 

And thus, insensibly, our health restores, 

And it must help us here. — Thou must endure 
The ill, my son, or travel for the cure. 

Search land and sea, and got, where’er you can, 

The inmost vesture of a happy man, 

I mean his aiiiET, my son ; which, taken w’arm 
And fresh from off his back, shall chase your harnit 
Bid every current of your veins rejoice, 

And your dull heart leap light as shepherd-boy’s.” 
Such was the counsel from bis mother came ; — 

I know not if she had some under-game, 


1 See Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy. 

2 For these hard yrords sec D’Herbelot, or the learned edi- 
tor of the Recipes of Aricenna. 


3 See Sir John Malcolm’s admirable History of Persia 

4 Nobility. 
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As Doctors liave, who bid their patients roam 
And live abroad^ when sure to die at home ; 

Or if she thought, that, somehow or another. 

Queen- Regent sounded better than Queen-Mother; 
But, says the Chronicle (who wall go look it,) 

That such was her advice— the Sultaun took it. 

XL . . 

All are on board — the Sultaun and his train, 
la gilded galley prompt to plough the main. 

The old Rais ^ w’as the first who questioned, 

« Whither?” 

They paused — Arabia,” thought the pensive Prince, 
Was caird The Happy many ages since — 

For Mokha, Rais.” — And they came safely thither. 
But not in Araby, with all her balm, 

Not where Judea weeps beneath her palm. 

Not in rich Egypt, not in Nubian waste, 

Could there the step of happiness be traced. 

One Copt alone profess’d to have seen her smile, 
When Bruce his goblet filFd at infant Nile : 

She bless’d the dauntless traveller as he quaff’d, 

But vanish’d from him with the ended draught. 

XII. 

Enough of turoans,” said the weary King, 

These dolimans of ours are not the thing ; 

Try we the Giaours, these men of coat and*cap, I 
Incline to think some of them must be happy ; 

At least, they have as fair a cause as any can, 

They drink good wine and keep no Ramazan. 

Then nortlnvard, ho The vessel cuts the sea, 

And fair Italia lies upon her lee.' — 

But fair Italia, she who once unfurl’d 
Her eagle banners o’er a conquer’d w^orld, 

Long from her throne of domination tumbled, 

Lay, by her quondam vassals, sorely humbled; 

The Pope himself look’d pensive, pale, and lean, 

And was not half the man he once had been. 

While these the priest and those the noble fleeces, 
Our poor old boot,” ^ they said, *^^18 torn to pieces. 

Its tops ® the vengeful claws of Austria feel, 

And the Great Devil is rending toe and heel.^ 

If happiness you seek, to tell you truly, 

W e think she dwells with one Giovanni Bulli ; 

A tramontane, a heretic,— the buck, 

Poffaredio ! still has all the luck; 

By land or ocean never strikes his flag — ■ 

And then — a perfect wallring money-bag.” 

Off set our Prince to seek John Bull’s abode, 

But first took France — it lay upon the road. 

XIIL 

Monsieur Baboon, after much late commotion, 

Was agitated lilie a settling ocean. 


1 Master of the vessel. 

2 The well-knoAvn resera blance of Italy in the map. 

3 Flore.’ice, Venice, &:c. 

The Caiabrias, infested by bands of assassins. One of the 
I<ea<kTs was called Fia Dlavolo, 2 . e. Brother Devil. 


Quite out of sorts, and could not tell what ail’d hms. 
Only the glory of his house had fail’d him ; 

Besides, some tumours on his noddle biding, 

Gave indication of a recent hiding.® 

Our Prince, though Sultauns of such things are heed- 
less, 

Thought it a thing indelicate and needless 
To ask, if at that moment he was happy. 

And Monsieur, seeing that he was oomme il favi^ a 
Loud voice mustered up, for Vive le Roi F’ 

Then whisper’d, Ave you any news of Nappy ?** 
The Sultaun answer’d him with a cross question, — 
Pray, can you tell me aught of one John Bull, 
That dwells somewhere beyond your herring-pool I’* 
The query seem’d of difficult digestion, 

The party shrugg’d, and grinn’d, and took his snuff, 
And found his whole good-breeding scarce enough. 

XIV. 

Twitching his visage into as many puckers 
As damsels wont to put into their tuckers, 

(Ere liberal Fashion damn’d both lace and lawn, 

And bade the veil of modesty ne drawn,) 

Replied the Frenchman, after a brief pause, 

Jean Bool I — I vas not know him — Yes, I vas-— 

I vas remember dat, von year or tw'o, 

I saw him at von place call’d Vaterloo— 

Ma foi ! il s’est tres joliment battu, 

Dat is for Englishman, — ^m’entendez-vous % 

But den he had wit him one damn son-gun, 

Rogue I no like — dey call him Vellington.” 
Monsieur’s politeness could not hide his fret, 

So Solimaun took leave, and cross’d the strait. 

XV. 

John Bull was in his very worst of moods, 

Raving of sterile farms and unsold goods ; 

His sugar-loaves and bales about he threw, 

And on his counter beat the devil’s tattoo. 

His wars were ended, and the victory won. 

But then, ’twas reckoning-day with honest John; 
And authors vouch, ’tvvas still this Worthy’s way. 
Never to grumble till he came to pay ; 

And then he always thinks, his temper’s such, 

The work too little, and the pay too much,” ® 

Yet, grumbler as he is, so kind and hearty, 

That when his mortal foe was on the floor, 

And past the power to harm his quiet more. 

Poor John had wellnigh wept for Bonaparte! 

Such was the wight wiiom Solimaun salam’d,— 

And who are you,” John answer’d, “ and be d— d F* 

XVI. 

A stranger, come to see the happiest man,— 

So, signior, all avouch,— in Frangistan.”— 


6 Or drubbing; so called in the Slang Dietionarr. 
6 Sec the True Born Englishman, by Daniel D® 

? Europe. 
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« Happy ? my tenants brealvlng on my hand ; 
Unstock’d my pastnifesj and tmtilPd my land ; 

Sugar and rum a drug, and mice and moths 
The sole consumers of my good broadcloths— 

Happy l—Why, cursed war and racking tax 
Have left us scarcely raiment to our backs.”' — 

In that case, signior, I may take my leave ; 

I came to ask a favour—but I grieve”— — 

" Favour ?” said John, and eyed the Suitaun hard, 

It’s my belief you come to break the yard !— 

But, stay, you look like some poor foreign sinner, — 
Take that to buy yourself a shirt and dinner.” — 

With that he chuck’d a guinea at his head ; 

But, with due dignity, the Suitaun said, 

Permit me, sir, your bounty to decline ; 

A sto indeed I seek, but none of thine. 

Signior, I kiss your hands, so fare you well.”-— 

“ Kiss and be d— d,” quotb John, " and go to hell I” 

XVII. ■ 

Next door to John there dwelt his sister Peg, 

Once a wild lass as ever shook a leg 

When the blithe bagpipe blew — ^bnt, soberer now, 

She domely span her flax and milk’d her cow. 

And whereas erst she was a needy slattern, 

N or now of wealth or cleanliness a pattern, 

Yet once a-month her house was partly swept, j 
And once a-week a plenteous board she kept. 

And whereas, eke, the vixen used her claws 
And teeth, of yore, on slender provocation, 

She now was grown amenable to laws, 

A quiet soul as any in the nation ; 

The sole remembrance of her warlilte joys 
Was in old songs she sang to please her boys. 

John Bull, whom, in their years of early strife. 

She wont to lead a cat-and-doggish life, 

Now found the woman, as he said, a neighbour, 

Who look’d to the main chance, declined no labour, 
Loved a long grace, and spoke a northern jargon, 

And was d — d close in making of a bargain. 

XVIIL 

The Suitaun enter’d, and he made his leg, 

And with decorum curtsy ’d sister Peg; 

(She loved a book, and knew a thing or twm, 

And guess’d at once with whom she had to do.) 

She bade him Sit into the fire,” and took 
Her dram, her cake, her kebbuck from the nook; 
Ask’d him “ about the news from Eastern parts ; 

And of her absent bairns, puir Highland hearts ! i 
If peace brought down the price of tea and pepper, 
And if the nitmugs were grown ony cheaper ; — 

Were there nae speerings of our Mungo Park — 

Ye’ll he the gentleman that wants the sark ? 

If ye wad buy a web o’ auld wife’s spinnin’, 

I’ll warrant ye it’s a weel-weaiing linen.” 

XIX. 

Then up got Peg, and round the house ’gan scuttle 
In search of goods her customer to nail, 


Until the Snltaun strain’d his princely throttle. 

And hollo’d.—*^ Ma’am that is not what I ail. 

Pray, are you happy, ma’am, in this snug glen ?” — 
Happy 1” said Peg ; What for d’ye want to 
ken ? 

Besides, just think upon this by-gane year, 

Grain wadna pay the yoldng of the pleugh.”— 

« What say you to the present ?” — Meal’s sas 
. " dear, . , , , 

To mak’ their hrose my bairns have scarce aneugh.” — > 
" The devil take the shirt,” said Solimaun, 

" I think my quest will end as it began. — 

Farewell, ma’am ; nay, no ceremony, I beg” 

Ye’ll no be for tbe linen then ?” said Peg. 

XX.'''"' 

Now, for the land of verdant Flrin, 

The Snltaim’s royal bark is steering, 

The Emerald Isle, where honest Paddy dwells, 

The cousin of John Bull, as story tells. 

I For a long space had John, with words of tlmruler, 
Hard looks, and harder knocks, kept Paddy under, 
Till the poor lad, like boy that’s flogg’d unduly, 

Had gotten somewhat restive and unruly. 

Hard was his lot and lodging, you'll allow, 

A wigwam that would hardly serve a sow ; 

His landlord, and of middle-men two brace, 

Had sert^’d his rent up to the starving-place ; 

garment was a top-coat, and an old one. 

His meal was a potato, and a cold one ; 

But still for fun or frolic, and all that, 

In the round world w’as not the match of Pat. 

.. XXI ' 

The Suitaun saw him on a holiday, 

Which is with Paddy still a jolly day: 

When mass is ended, and his load of sins 
Confess’d, and Mother Church hath from her 
binns 

Dealt forth a bonus of imputed merit, 

Then is Pat’s time for fancy, whim, and spirit I 
To jest, to sing, to caper fiiir and free, 

And dance as light as leaf upon the tree, 

" By Mahomet,” said Suitaun Solimaun, 

“ That ragged fellow is our very man I 
Rush in and seize him— do not do him hurt, 

But, will he nill he, let me have his sJwV ^ — 

xxn. 

Shilela their plan was wellnigh after baulking, 

(Much less provocation will set it a-w^alking,) 

But the odds that foiFd Hercules foil’d Paddy 
Whack; 

They seized, and they floor’d, and they stripp’d him— • 
Alack! 

Up-bubbool Paddy had not a shirt to Ins 

back!!! 

And the King, disappointed, with sorrow and 
shame, 

Went back to Serendib as sad as he came. 



In 


ON TAKING LEAVE OF THE EDINBURGH STAGE. 


As the worn war-horse, at the trumpet’s sound, 
Erects his mane, and neighs, and paws the ground — 
Disdains the ease his generous lord assigns, 

And longs to rush on the embattled lines, 

So I, your plaudits ringing on mine ear, 

Can scarce sustain to think our parting near ; 

To think my scenic hour for ever past, 

And that these valued plaudits are my last. 

Why should we part, while still some powers remain, 
That in your service strive not yet in vain 1 
Cannot high zeal the strength of youth supply. 

And sense of duty fire the fading eye ; 

And all the wrongs of age remain subdued 
Beneath the burning glow of gratitude? 

Ah, no ! the taper, wearing to its close, 

Oft for a space in fitful lustre glows ; 

But all too soon the transient gleam is past, 

It cannot be renew’d, and will not last ; 

Even duty, zeal, and gratitude, can wage 
But short-lived conflict with the frosts of age. 

Yes ! It were poor, remembering wiiat I was, 

To live a pensioner on your applause, 

To drain the dregs of your endurance dry, 

And take, as alms, the praise I once could buy ; 

Till every sneering youth around enquires, 

Is this the man wiio once could please our sires? ” 
And scorn assumes compassion ’s ' doubtful mien, 

To warn me off from the encumber’d scene. 

This must not be -and higher duties crave, 

Some space between the theatre and the grave, 

That, like the Roman in the Capitol, 

I may adjust my mantle ere I fall : 

My life’s brief act in public service flown, 

The last, the closing scene, must be my owm. 


Here, then, adieu I while yet some well-graced parts 
May fix an ancient favourite in your hearts. 

Not quite to be forgotten, even when 
j You look on better actors, younger men : 

I And if your bosoms own tliis kindly debt 
Uf old remembrance, how shall mine forget — 

O, how forget I— how oft I hither came 
In anxious hope, how oft return’d with fame I 
How oft around your circle this weak hand 
Has waved immortal Shakspeare s magic wand. 

Till the full burst of inspiration came. 

And I have felt, and you have fann’d the flame ! 

By mem’ry treasured, while her reign endures, 

Those hours must live — and all their channs are youry 

O favour’d Land ! renown’d for arts and arms, 

For manly talent, and for female charms, 

Could tins full bosom prompt the sinking line, 

What fervent benedictions now were thine ! 

But my last part is play’d, my knell is rung, 

When e’en your praise falls faltering from my tongue 
And all that you can hear, or I can tell, 

Is — Friends and Patrons, hail, and fare you well. 




WRITTEN FOR MISS SMITH. 


When the lone pilgrim \iews afar 
The shrine that is his guiding star, 
With awe his footsteps print the road 
Which the loved saint of yore has trod- 
As near he draws, and yet more near, 
His dim eye sparkles wdth a tear ; 

The Gothic fane’s unwonted show. 

The choral hymn, the tapers’ glow. 
Oppress his soul ; wdiile they delight 
And chasten rapture with affright. 


I These lines first appeared, April 5, 1817s in a weekly sheet, 
called the “ Sale Room,” conducted and published by Messrs. 
Ballantyne and Co., at Edinburgh. In a note prefixed, Mr. 
James Ballantyne says, “ The character fixed upon, with 
happy propriety, for Kemble’s closing scene, was Macbeth, in 
which he took his final leave of Scotland on the evening of 
Saturday, the 29th March, 1817. He had laboured under a 
severe cold for a few days before, but on this memorable 
night the physical annoyance yielded to the energy of his 
mind.—* He was,* he said, in the green-room, immediately 
before the curtain rose, * determined to leave behind him the 
most perfect specimen of his art which he had ever shown 
and his success was complete. At tlie moment of the tyrant’s 
death the curtain Mi by the universal acclamation of the au- 
dience. The applauses were vehement and prolonged ; they 
ceased— were resumed— rose again— were reiterated— and 
again were hushed. In a few minutes the curtain ascended, 
and Mr. Kemble came forward in the dress of Macbeth, (the 
audience by a consentaneous movement rising to receive him,) 


to deliver his farewell.” “ Mr. Kemble delivered 

these lines with exquisite beaiity, and with an effect that was 
evidenced by the tears and sobs of many of the audience. 
His own emotions were very conspicuous. When his farewell 
was closed, he lingered long on the stage, as if unable to re- 
tire. The house again stood up, and cheered him with the 
waving of hats and long shouts of applause. At length, he 
finally retired, and, in so far as regards Scotland, the curtain 
dropped upon his professional life for ever.” 

2 These lines were first printed in “The Forget-Mc-Not, for 
1834.” They were written for recitation by the distinguished 
actress, Miss Smith, now Mrs. Bartley, on the night of her 
benefit at the Edinburgh Theatre, in 1817 ; but reached h’ei 
too late for her purpose. In a letter which inclosed them, 
the poet intimated that they were written on the morning of 
the day on which they were sent— that he thought the idea 
better than the execution, and forwarded them with the hope 
of their adding perhaps “ a Iitile salt to the bill,” 
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JSTo longer dare he tbinls: his toil 
Can merit aught his patron’s smile ; 

Too light appears the distant way. 

The chilly eve, the sultry day— 

All these endured no favour claim, 

But murmuring forth the sainted name. 

Ho lays his little offering down. 

And only deprecates a frown. 

We too, who ply the Thespian art, 

Oft feel such bodings of the heart, 

And, when our utmost powers are strain’d, 
Dare hardly hope your favour gain’d. 

She, who from sister climes has sought 
The ancient land w'here Wallace fought 
Land long renown’d for arms and ai*ts, 

And conquering eyes and dauntless hearts;— V 
She, as the flntterings avow, 
h’eels all the pilgrim’s terrors noto; 

Yet sure on Caledonian plain 
The stranger never sued in vain, 

’Tis yours the hospitable task 
To give the applause she dare not ask ; 

And they who bid the pilgrim speed, 

The pilgrim’s blessing be their meed. 


S)un ttp0ix tlie l^tlL 


1817. 


Scott’s enjoyment of his new territories was, how- 
ever, interrupted by various returns of his cramp, and 
the depression of spirit wdiieli always attended, in bis 
case, the use of opium, the only medicine that seemed 
to have power over the disease. It was while strugg- 
ling with such languor, on one lovely evening of this 
autumn, that he composed the following beautiful 
verses. They mark the very spot of their birth, — 
namely, the then naked height overhanging the nor- 
thern side of the Cauldshiels Loch, from wdiich Mel- 
rose Abbey to the eastward, and the hills of Ettrick 
and Yarrow to the west, are now visible over a wide 
range of rich woodland,— all the work of the poet’s 
hand-”— voL v., p. 237.] 

Am— “ Eimliin alum ’siu mo run** 

The air, composed by the Editor of Albyn’s Antholojy.s The 
■words written for Mr. Ureorge Thomson’s Scottish Melodies, 
LI 822.] 


The sun upon the Weirdlaw Hill, 

’ In Ettrick’s vale, is sinking sweet; 


1 ** 0 favour’d land! renown’d for arts and arms. 
For manly talent, and for female charms,” 
Lines writtm for Mr. J. 


The Westland wind is hush and still, 

The lake lies sleeping at my feet. 

Yet not the landscape to mine eye 
Bears those bright hues that once it bore; 
Tbough evening, with her richest dye, 

Flames o’er the bills of Ettrick’s shore. 

With listless look along the plain, 

I see Tweed’s silver current glide. 

And coldly mark the holy fane 
Of Melrose rise in ruin’d pride. 

The quiet lake, the balmy air, 

The hill, the stream, the tower, the tree, — 
Are they still such as once ’they were ? 

Or is the dreary change in me? 

Alas, the warp’d and broken board, 

How can it bear the painter’s dye I 
The harp of strain’d and tuneless chord, 

How to the minstrel’s skill reply ! 

To aching eyes each landscape lowers, 

To feverish pulse each gale blows chill ; 
And Araby’s or Eden’s bowers 
Were barren as this moorland hill. ♦ 


e 0 ttt ^ at Mu ns ^ ^ 

Aik— ‘‘ F mdafW?. 

WRITTEN Foil MR.. GEORGE THOMSON’S WELSH 
MELODIES. 


1817. 


Ethelfrid or Olprid, of Nortlmmherlandi hav^ 
ing besieged Chester in 813, and Brockmael, a Bri- 
tish Prince, advancing to relieve it, the religious of the 
neighbouring Monastery of Bangor marched in pro- 
cession, to pray for the success of their countrymen- 
But the British being totally defeated, the heaihen vic- 
tor put the monies to the sword, and destroyed their 
monastery. The time to tvhich these verses are adapded 
is called the Monies^ Mfarch, and is supposed to have 
been played at their ill-omened prooession. 


When the heathen trumpet’s clang 
Round beleaguer’d Chester rang, 

Veiled nun and friar grey 
March’d from Bangor’s fair Abbayc ; 

High their holy anthem sounds, 

Cestria’s vale the hymn rebounds. 

Floating down the silvan Dee, 

0 miserere, Domim! 


2 “ Natlmuiel Gow told me that he got the aii’ from an old 
gencleman, a Mr, Dalrymple of Oratigefield, (he thinks.) w}»o 
had it from a friend in tlie Western Isles, as an old Highland 
air.**— Ghorgb Thoiwison. 
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On the long procession goes. 

Glory round their crosses glows, 

And the Virgin-mother mild 
In their peaceful banner smiled ; 

Who could think such saintly baml 
Doom’d to feel unhallow’d hand i 
Such was the Divine decree, 

O miserere, Damine ! 

Bands that masses only sung, 

Hands that censers only swung, 

Met the northern bow and bill, 

H eard the war-cry wild and shrill : 

Woe to Brockmael’s feeble hand, 

Woe to Olfrid’s bloody brand, 

Woe to Saxon cruelty, 

0 rnmrere, Domim ! 

Weltering amid warriors slain. 

Spurn’d by steeds with bloody mane, 
Slaughter’d down by heathen blade, 
Bangor’s peaceful monks are laid: 

Word of parting rest unspoke, 

Mass unsung, and bread unbroke ; 

For their souls for charity, 

0 miserere, Domme ! 

Bangor 1 o’er the murder wail 1 
Long thy ruins told the tale, 

Shatter’d towers and broken arch 
Long recall’d the woeful march : ^ 

On thy shrine no tapers burn, 

Never shall thy priests return ; 

The pilgrim sighs and sings for thee, 

0 miserere, Domme ! 


TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF BUCCLEUCH, 
DRUMLANRIG CASTLE, 

Sanquhar, 2 o'clock, July 30, 1817. 

Prow Boss, where the clouds on Benlomond are 
sleeping — 

From Greenock, where Clyde to the Ocean is sweep- 
ing— -I 

Prom Largs, where the Scotch gave the Northmen a 
drilling— | 

From Ardrossan, whose harbour cost many a shil- I 
ling— : 

From Old Cumnock, where beds are as hard as a 
plank, sir — 

From a chop and green pease, and a chicken in 
Sanquhar, 

This eve, please fe Fates, at Drumlanrig we anchor. 

W. S. 


! [Sir Walter’s companion on this excursion was Cap 
tain, now Sir Adam Ferguson. — See Life, vol. v., p 
234.J 


#rom Bah 


(L)— TO THE MEMORY OF EDWARD THE 
BLACK PRINCE. 

" A BLOTTED piece of paper dropped out of the 
; and, being taken up by my father, he interrupted a 
i hint from Owen, on the propriety of securing loose 
I memoranda with a little paste, by exclaiming, To the 
memory of Edw'ard the Black Prince — What’s all 
tliis % — verses ! — By Heaven, Frank, you are a greater 
blockhead than I supposed you ! ’ ” 

O for the voice of that wild horn, 

On Fontarabian echoes borne, 

The dying hero’s call, 

That told imperial Charlemagne, 

How Paynim sons of sw’arthy Spain 

Had wTought his champion’s fall. 

^ FontaraUxm echoes ! ’ continued my father, inter- 
rupting himself ; ^ the Fontarabian Fair v/ould have 
been more to the purpose. — Paynim^ — What’s 
nim % — Could you not say Pagan as well, and write 
English, at least, if you must needs write nonsense.’’’ — 

Sad over earth and ocean sounding, 

And England’s distant cliffs astounding, 

Such are the notes should say 
How Britain’s hope, and France’s fear, 

Victor of Cressy and Poitier, 

In Bourdeaux dying lay. 

" ‘ Poitiers, by the way, is always spelled with an s, 
and I know no reason why orthography slioiiid give 
place to rhyme,’ ” 

Raise my faint head, my squires,” he said, 

And let the casement be display’d. 

That I may see once more 
The splendour of the setting sun 
, Gleam on thy mirror’d wave, Garonne, 

And Blaye’s empurpled shore.” 

i( c Qdrmirie and sun is a bad rhyme. Why, Frank, 
you do not even understand the beggarly trade you 
have chosen.’ ” 


I William of Malrasbnry says, that in his time tbe extent ecclesiarum, tot anfractus porticum, taiita turba rudenim 
of the ruins of the monastery bore ample •witness to the deso- quantum vix alibi cernas.” 
kiiion occasioned by the massacre tot seniimti parietes 
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** Like me, he sinks to Glory’s sleep, [ The library at Osbaldiatone Ilall was a gloomy 

Ilis fall the dews of evening steep, | room,” <&c. 


As if in sorrow shed. 

So soft shall fall the trickling tear, 

When England’s maids and matrons hear 
Of their Black Edward dead. 

" And though ray sun of glory set, 

Nor France nor England shall forget 
The terror of my name ; 

And oft shall Britain’s heroes rise, 

New planets in these southern skies,* 

Through clouds of blood and flame.” 

^ A cloud of flame is something now-— Good-mor- 
row, ray masters all, and a merry Christmas to you ! — 
Why, the bellman writes better lines.’ ” 

Chap. ii. 


(2.)--TRANSLATI0N F'ROM ARIOSTO. 


1817. 


** Miss Yernon proceeded to read the first stanaa, 
which was nearly to the following purpose:” — 

Ii ABIES, and knights, and arras, and love’s fair 
flame, 

Deeds of emprize and courtesy, I sing ; 

What time the Moors from sultry Africkcame, 

Led on by Agrainant, their youthful king — 

He w'hom revenge and hasty ire did bring 
O’er the broad wave, in France to Avaste and war ; 
Such ills from old Trojano’s death did spring, 

Which to avenge he came from realms afar, 

And menaced Christian Charles, the Roman Emperor. 

Of dauntless Roland, too, my strain shall sound. 

In import never known in prose or rhyme, 

How He, the chief of judgment deem’d profound, 

For luckless love was crazed upon a time— 

^ There is a great deal of it,’ said she, glancing 
along the paper, and interrupting the sweetest sounds 
which mortal ears can drink in ; those of a youthful 
poet’s verses, namely, read by the lips which are 
dearest to them.” 

Chap. xvi. 


(3.)— MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. x. 

In the wide pile, by others heeded not, 

Hers was one sacred solitary spot. 

Whose gloomy aisles and bending shelves contain, 
For moral hunger food, and cures for moral pain. 


(2.)-~Chap. xni. 

Dire was his thought, who first in poison steep’d 
The weapon form’d for slaughter— direr his. 

And worthier of damnation, who instilFd 
The mortal venom in the social cup, 

To fill the veins with death instead of life. 

Anonyimm. 

(3.)— Chap. xxir. 

Look round thee, young Astolpho: Here’s the 
place 

Which men (for being poor) are sent to starve in, — 
Rude remedy, I trow, for sore disease. 

Within these walls, stifled by damp and stench, 

Doth Hope’s fliir torch expire ; and at the snuft^ 

Ero yet ’tis c^mte extinct, rude, wild, and wayw’'ard. 
The desperate revelries of wild despair, 

Kindling their hell-born cressets, light to deeds 
That the poor captive would have died ere prac- 
tised, 

Till bondage sunk his soul to his condition. 

The Prison^ Seem iii. Ad i. 

(4.)— Chap, xxvii. 

Far as the eye could reach no tree was seen, 

Earth, clad in russet, scorn’d the lively green ; 

No birds, except as birds of passage, flew ; 

No bee was heard to hum, no dove to coo ; 

No streams, as amber smooth, as amber clear, 

Were seen to glide, or heard to “warble here. 

Propheep of Famine. 

(5.)— Chap. xxxi. 

Woe to the vanquish'd!” was stern Brenno’s 
word, 

When sunk proud Rome beneath the Gallic sw^rd-— 
“ Woe to the vanquish’d ! ” when his massive blade 
Bore down the scale against her ransom weigh’d, 

And on the field of foughten battle still, 

Who knows no limit save the victor’s will. 

The Gaulliud. 

(6.)— Chap, xxxii. 

And be he safe restored ere evening set, 

Or, if there’s vengeance in an injured heart, 

And power to wreak it in an ami’d hand, 

Your land shall ache for’t. 

Old Play. 

(7.)-~Chap. XXXVI. 

Farewell to the land where the clouds love to rest, 
Like the shroud of the dead on the mountain’s c()ld 
breast; 

To the cataract’s roar where the eagles reply. 

And the lake her lone bosom expands to the sky. 



Cjatl0jEj:iu t0 tf)0 i[ppeay 

SPOKEN BY MSS. HENRY SIDBONS, 

Feb. 16^ 181o. 

A CAT of yove (or else old iEsop lied) 

Was changed into a fair and blooming bride. 

But spied a mouse upon her marriage-day. 

Forgot her spouse, and seized upon her prey ; 

Even thus my bridegroom lawyer, as you saw. 

Threw off poor me, and pounced upon papa. 

His neck from Hymen’s mystic knot made loose, 

He twisted round my sire’s the literal noose. 

Such are the fruits of our dramatic labour 

Since the New Jail became our next-door neFlfDour.-* 

STes, times are changed ; for, in your fathers’ ago, 
The lawyers were the patrons of the stage j 
However high advanced by future fate, 

There stands the bench {poi/ds to ike Fit) that first 
received their weight. 

The future legal sage, ’t was ours to see, 

Doom though unwigg’d, and plead without a fee. 

Blit now, astounding each poor mimic elf, 

Instead of lawyers comes the law herself ; 
Tremendous neighbour, on our right she dwells, 
Builds high her towers and excavates her cells j 
While on the left she agitates the town. 

With the tempestuous question, Up or down 
’Twixt Scylla and Charybdis thus stand we, 

Law’s final end, and law’s uncertainty. 

But, soft I who lives at Borne the Pope must flatter, 
And jails and lawsuits are no jesting matter. 

Then— just farewell ! We wait with serious awe 
Till your applause or censure gives the law. 

Trusting our humble efforts may assure ye, 

We hold you Court and Counsel, Judge and Jury. 


was aboui to depart upon a distant and da^igerous ess- 
peditio7i. The Minstrel was impressed with a belief, 
which the emnt verified, that he was to he slain in the 
approaclmig feud ; and hence the Gaelic words, 
till mi tuille ; ged thillis luacieod, cha till Mackrmi- 
mon,” I shall never return ; although Mcuileod re- 
turns, yet Maclirimmon shall never return!^* 
piece is hut too well known, from Us being the strain 
with which the emigrants from thr West Highlands and 
Isles usually take leave ffthcir nasive share* 


M ACLEOD’S wizard flag from the grey castle sallies, 

The rowers are seated, unmoor’d are the galleys ; 

Gleam war-axe and broadsword, clang target and 

i quiver, 

As Mackrimmon sings, Farewell to Dunvegan for 
everl. 

Farewell to each cliff, on which breakers are foam- 

Farewell, each dark glen, in which red-deer are roam- 
ing! 

Farewell, lonely Skye, to lake, mountain, and river ; 

Macleod may return, but Mackrimmon shall never! 

Farewell the bright clouds that on Quillan are 
sleeping j 

i Farewell the bright eyes in the Dun that are weep- 

I ing; 

To each minstrel delusion, farewell 1— and for ever— 

Mackrimmon departs, to return to you never I 

The Ba 72 sJiee's wild voice sings the death-dirge before 
me/ 

The pall of the dead for a mantle hangs o’er me; 

But my heart shall not flag, and my nerves shall not 
shiver, 

Though devoted I go — to return again never ! 




Too oft shall the notes of Mackrimmon’s bewail- 

'Mg ^ ^ 

Be heard when the Gael on their exile are sailing ; 
Dear land ! to the shores, whence unwilling we 


Am—” Cha till mi tuiUel ^ 

Mackrimmon, hereditary piper to the Laird of Macleod, 
is said to have composed this Lame?it token the Clati 


Return— return— return shall we never ! 

Cha till, cha till, cha till sin tuille ! 

Cha till, cha till, cha till sin tuilie, 

Cha till, cha till, cha till sin tuille, 
j Gea thillis Macleod, cha till Mackrimmon ! ” 


1 “ The Appeal,” a Traj^edy, by John Galt, the celebrated 
author of the “ Annals of the Parish,” and other Novels, was 
played for four nights at this time in Edinburgh. 

2 It is necessary to mention, that the allusions in this piece 
are all local, and addressed only to the Edinburgh audience. 
The new prisons of the city, on the Calton Hill, are not far 
from the theatre. 

3 At this time the public of Edinburgh was much agitated 


by a lawsuit betwixt the Magistrates and many of the Inhabi- 
tants of the City, concerning a range of new buildings on the 
western side of the North Bridge ; which the latter insisted 
should be removed as a deformity. 

4 'VVritten for Albyn’s Anthology. 

I 5 « We return no more.” 

<6 See a note on Banshee, Lady of the Lake, atde, p. 242. 
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ilanalif CattU’S Come 

Am— ‘‘ Blalcolm Caird's come again'* ^ 


1818. 


CHORUS. 

Donald Gaird’s come again ! 
Donald Caird^scofne again! 

Tdl iJte netos m brugh and gleuy 
Donald Caird’s come again ! 

Donald Caird can lilt and sing, 

Blithely dance the Hiedand fling, 

Drink till the gudeman be blind, 
Fleech till the gn dewife be kind ; 

Hoop a leglin, clout a pan, 

Or crack a pow wi’ ony man ; 

Tell the news in brugh and glen, 
Donald Caird’s come again, 

Donald Caird' s come again ! 

Donald Caird' s come again ! 

Tell tJie news in brugh and glen^ 
Donald Caird's come again, 

Donald Caird can wire a maukin, 
Kens the wiles o’ dun-deer staukin’, 
Leisters kipper, makes a shift 
To shoot a muir-fowl in the drift ; 
Water-hailiffs, rangers, keepers, 
lie can wank when they are sleepers ; 
Not for bountith or reward 
Dare ye mell wi’ Donald Caii’d. 

Domdd Caird^s come again ! 
Donald Caird' s come again ! 

Gar the bagpipes hum amain^ 
Donald Caird's come again, 

Donald Caird can drink a gill 
Fast as hostler- wife can fill ; 

Ilka ane that sells gude liquor 
Kens how Donald bends a bicker ; 
When he ’s fou he ’s stout and saucy, 
Keeps the cantle o’ the cawsey ; 
Hicland chief and Lawland laird 
Maun gie room to Donald Caird ! 

Donald Caird' s come again ! 
Donald Caird' s come again ! 

Tell the news in brugh and glen, 
Donald Caird's come again. 


1 Written for Albyn's Anthology, toI. ii., 1818, and set to 
music in Mr. Thomson’s Collection, in 1822 

2 Caird signifies Tinker. 

3 Mr. .0. Thomson, of Galashiels, produced a parody on 
this song at an annual dinner of the manufacturers there, 
whioh Sir Walter Scott usually attended; and the Poet w-as 


Steek the amrie, lock the Idat, ; 

'Else some gear may .weel he mis’t ; , 
Donald Caird finds orra things 
W'here Allan Gregor fand the tings ; ' 
Dunts of kebbuck, taita o’ woo. 

Whiles a hen and whiles a soWj 
Webs or duds frae hedge or yard— 
’Ware the wuddie, Donald Caird I 

Donald Caird's come again ! 
Donald Caird's ceme again I 
Dinna let the SJdrra hn 
Donald Caird's come again. 

On Donald Caird the doom was stern, 
Craig to tether, legs to airn ; 

But Donald Caird, wi’ mickle study, 
Caught the gift to cheat the wuddie ; 
Rings of aim, and bolts of steel, 

Fell like ice frae hand and heel ! 
W^atch the sheep in fauld and glen, 
Donald Caird’s come again 1 

Donald Caird's come again! 
Donald Caird's come again ! 
Dinna lei the Justice ketii 
Do7iald Caird's come again.^ 


#rem tbr ®eart af ilub* 
ICothi'an. 


1818. 


(1.)— MADGE WILDFIRE’S SONGS. 

"When the gledd’s in the blue cloud, 

The lavrock lies still ; 

When the hound’s in the green- wood, 
The liind keeps the hill. 

0 sleep ye sound. Sir James, she said, 
When ye suld rise and ride ? 

There’s twenty men, wi’ bow and blade, 
Are seeking where ye hide. 

Hey for cavaliers, ho for cavaliers. 

Dub a dub, dub a dub; 

Have at old Beelzebub, — 

Oliver’s running for fear. — 


highly amused with a sly allusion to his two-fold character o? 
Sheriff of Selkirkshire, and author-suspect of “ Bob Roy," 
the chorus,— 

“ Think ye, does ttie SJiirra km 
Hob 3P Gregor's come anai u f " 


I 

I" 

I 
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1 glance like tlie 'wildflre through country and town ; 
Ihn seen on the causeway — I'm seen on the down ; 
The lightning that flashes so bright and so free^ 

Is scarcely so blithe or so bonny as me. 

What did ye wi' the bridal ring— bridal ring — ^bridal 
rmg'? '■ 

What did ye wi' your wedding ring, ye little cutty 
queauj O ? 

I gied it till a sodger^ a sodger, a sodger, 

I gied it till a sodger, an auld true love o’ mine, O. ; 

Good even, good fair moon, good even to thee ; 

I prithee, dear moon, now show to me 

The form and the features, the speech and degree, 

Of the man that true lover of mine shall be. 

It IF die bonny butcher lad, 

That wears the sleeves of blue. 

He sells the flesh on Saturday, 

On Friday that he slew. 

There ’s a bloodhound ranging Tinwald Wood, 
There 's harness glancing sheen; 

There ’s a maiden sits on Tinwald brae, 

And she sings loud between. 

Up in the air, 

On my boimie grey mare. 

And I see, and I see, and I see her yet. 

In the bonnie cells of Bedlam, 

Ere I was ane and twenty, 

I had hempen bracelets strong, 

And merry whips, ding-dong, 

And prayer and fasting plenty. 

My banes are buried in yon kirk-yard 
Sae far ayont the sea. 

And it is but my blithsome ghaist 
That’s speaking now to thee. 

I’m Madge of the country, I’m Madge of the town, 
And I’m Madge of the lad I am blithest to own — 

The Lady of Beever in diamonds may shine, 

But has not a heart half so lightsome as mine. 

I am Queen of the Wake, and I’m Lady of May, 

And I lead the blithe ring round the May-pole to- 

'.■■■ ' ■ , , 

The wild-fire that flashes so fair and so free 
Was never so bright, or so bonnie as me. 

He that is down need fear no fall, 

He that is low no pride; 

He that is humble ever shall 
Have God to be his guide. 


Here little, and hereafter bliss. 

Is best from age to age. 

As Jeanie entered, she heard first the air, and then 
a part of the chorus and w’'ords of what had been, 
perhaps, the song of a jolly harvest-home.” 

Our work is over-— over now, 

The goodman wipes his weary brow, 

The last long wain wends slow away. 

And wc are free to sport and play. 

The night comes on w^hen sets the sun, 

And labour ends when day is done. 

When Autumn ’s gone, and Winter ’s come, 
We hold our jovial harvest-home. 

The attendant on the hospital arranged her in her 
bed as she desired, with her face to the wall, and her 
back to the light. So soon as she was quiet in this 
new position, she began again to sing in the same low 
and modulated strains, as if she was recovering the 
state of abstraction which the interruption of her visi- 
tants had disturbed. The strain, however, was dif- 
ferent, and rather resembled the music of the metho- 
dist hymns, though the measure of the song was similar 
to that of the former:” — 

When the fight of grace is fought, — 

When the marriage vest is wrought, — 

When Faith has chased cold Doubt away, — 
And Hope but sickens at delay, — 

When Charity, imprisoned here. 

Longs for a more expanded sphere ; 

Doff thy robs of sin and clay; 

Christian, rise, and come away. 

Her next seemed to be the fragment of some old 
ballad:” — 

Cauld is my bed. Lord Archibald, 

And sad my sleep of sorrow : 

But thine sail be as sad and cauld, 

My fause true-love I to-morrow. 

And weep ye not, my maidens free. 

Though death your mistress borrow ; 

For he for whom 1 die to-day, 

Shall die for me to-morrow 

“ Again she changed the tune to one wilder, les« 
monotonous, and less regular. But of the words 
a fragment or two could be collected by those wha 
listened to this singular scene — 

Proud Maisie is in the w’-ood. 

Walking so early ; 

Sweet Robin sits on the bush, 

Singing so rarely. 


Fulness to such a burthen is 
That go on pilgrimage ; 
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Teil me, thou honiiy him. 

When shall I marry moT — 

When six braw^jcntiemen 
Kirkvvard shall carry ye.*’ 

Who makes the bridal bed, 

Birdie, say truly?” — 

The grey-headed sexton 
That delves the grave duly. 

The glow-worm o’er grave and stone 
Shall light thee steady. 

The owl from the steeple sing, 

^ Welcome, proud lady.’*’ 

“ Her voice died away with the last notes, and she 
fell into a’ slumber, from which the expeiienced at- 
tendant assured them, that she would never awake at 
all, or only in the death-agony, 

“ Her first pi*ophecy was true. The poor maniac 
parted with existence, without again uttering a sound 
of any kindr’ 

Chaps, xv.-xxxviii. ptmim* 


(2,)— MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. xix. 

To man, in this his trial state, 

•The privilege is given, 

When lost by tides of human fate, 

To anchor fast in Heaven. 

Watts'^ Hi/mns, 

(2.)~Chap. xxiii. 

Law, take thy victim! — May she find the mercy 
In yon mild heaven which this hard w’orld denies 
her ! 

(3.)— Chap, xxvir. 

And Need and Misery, Vice and Danger, bind 
In sad alliance, each degraded mind. 

(4.)— Chap. xxxt. 

— 1 beseech you — 

These tears beseech you, and these chaste hands 
woo you, 

That never yet were heaved hut to things holy—’ 
Things like yourself— You are a God above us; 

Be as a God, then, full of saving mercy ! 

The Bloody Brotluir. 

(5.)— Chap, xlvi. 

Happy thou art! then happy be, 

Nor en’^^ me my lot ; 

Thy happy state I envy thee, 

And pes-^eful cot. 

Lady a C 1, 


jfrmn the Brihe of Eammera 
moor. 


1819. 


(l.)-LUCY ASHTON’S SONG. 

The silver tones of Lucy Ashton’s voice mingled 
with the accompaniment in an ancient air, to which 
some one had adapted the following words: — 

Look, not thou on beauty’s charming, — 

Sit thou still wdien kings are arming, — 

Taste not when the wine-cup glistens, — 

Speak not when the people listens, — 

Stop thine ear against the singer, — 

From the red gold keep thy finger, — 

Vacant heart, and hand, and eye. 

Easy live and quiet die. 

Chap, iii. 


(2.)— NORMAN THE FORESTER’S SONG. 

And humming his rustic roundelay, the yeoman 
went on his road, the sound of his rough voice gradu- 
ally dying away as the distance betwixt them in- 
creased.” 

The monk must arise when the matins ring. 

The abbot may sleep to their chime ; 

But the yeoman must start when the bugles sing, 
’Tis time, my hearts, ’tis time. 

There ’s bucks and raes on Billhope braes. 

There ’s a herd on Shortwood Shaw ; 

But a lily wdiite doe in the garden goes. 

She ’s fairly w'orth them a’. 

Chap, iii, 

(3.)-THE PROPHECY. 

With a quivering voice, and a cheek pale with 
apprehension, Caleb faltered out the following lines;” 

When the last Laird of Ravenswood to Ravensw'ood 
shall ride, 

And wooe a dead maiden to he his bride, 

He shall stable his steed in the Kelpie’s flow. 

And his name shall be lost for evermoe ! 

Chap, xviii 

(4.)— MOTTOES. 

(1,)— Chap. vui. 

The hearth in hall was black and dead, 

No board was dight in bower within. 
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N^or merry bowl nor welcome bed ; 

Here sorry cheer,” quoth the Heir of Linne. 

Old Ballad y 

[Altfired fro7n Tim Heir of Linnel^l 
(2.)~Chap, XI y. 

As, to the Autumn breeze’s bugle-sound, 

Various and vague the dry leaves dance their round ; 
Or, h’om the garner-door, on aether borne, 

The chaff flies devious from the winnow’d corn j 
So vague, so devious, at the breath of heaven, 

From their fix’d aim are mortal counsels driven. 

Anonymous, 

(3.)—- Chap, xvii. 

Here is a father now, 

Will truck his daughter for a foreign venture. 
Make her the stop-gap to some canker’d feud, 

Or fiing her o’er, like Jonah, to the fishes, 

To appease the sea at highest. 

Amnymous, 

(4.)— Chap, xyiii. 

Sir, stay at home and take an old man’s counsel : 
Seek not to bask you by a stranger’s hearth ; 

Our own blue smoke is warmer than their fire. 
Domestic food is wholesome, though ’tis homely, 
And foreign dainties poisonous, though tasteful. 
The French Comiezan. 


thirty inches in height, she accompanied it with Iicr 
voice. The air was an ancient G aelic melody, an d the 
words, which were supposed to be very old, were in 
the same language ; but we subjoin a translation of 
them, by Seenndus MTherson, Esq. of CHonforgen ; 
which, although submitted to the fetters of English 
rhythm, we trust will be found nearly as genuine as 
the version of Ossian by his celebrated namesake.’’ 


Birds of omen dark and foul, 
Night-crow, raven, bat, and owl. 
Leave the sick man to his dream — 
All night long he heard you scream. 
Haste to cave and ruin’d tower, 

Ivy tod, ordingled-bower. 

There to wink and mop, for, hark I 
In the mid air sings the lark. 


Hie to moorish gills and rocks, 

Prowling wolf and wily fox, — 

Hie ye fast, nor turn your view, 

Though the lamb bleats to the ewe. 
Couch your trains, and speed your liight. 
Safety parts with parting night; 

And on distant echo borne, 

Comes the hunter’s early horn. 


(5.)— Chap. xxv. 

True-love, an’ thou k»e true. 

Thou lias ane kittle x»ni*t to play, 

For fortune '.':o'’bicn,' fancy, and thou 
Maun strive for many a day. 

I’ve kond by mony friend’s tale, 

Far better by this heart of mine, 

What time and change of fancy avail, 

A true love-knote to untwine. 

Hendersoun. 

(G.)— Chap, xxvii. 

Why, now I have Dame Fortune by the forelock, 
And if she ’scapes my grasp, the fault is mine ; 

He that hath buifeted with stern adversity, 

Best knows to shape his course to favouring breezes. 

Old Flay. 


The moon’s wan crescent scarcely gleams, 
Ghost-like she fades in niornmg beams ; 
Hie hence, each peevish imp and fay 
That scare the pilgrim on his w'ay.— - 
Quench, kelpy I quench, in bog and fen, 
Thy torch, that cheats benighted men ; 
Thy dance is o’er, thy reign is done, 

For Benyieglo hath seen the sun. 


Wild thoughts, that, sinful, dark, and deep, 
O’erpower the passive mind in sleep, 

Pass from the slumberer’s soul away, 

Like night-mists from the brow of day : 

Foul hag, whose blasted visage grim 
Smothers the pulse, unnerves tlie limb, 

Spur thy dark palfrey, and begone ! 

Thou darest not face the godlike sun. 

CJ*ay. vi. 


jTronx 

€i)t iCrsenls of iilontrosse. 


{2.)— THE ORPHAN MAH). 


(L)-ANCIENT GAELIC MELODY. her instnme.t, and receiving an asscnti.f 

So saying, Annot Lyle sate down at a little dis- look ti'om Lord MontOith and Allan, Annot Lyle o.O’ 
tanco upon the bench on which Allan M‘Aulay was cuted the following ballad, which our friend, 
placed, and tuning her cialr. huch, a small iiarp, about Sccun-.las M'Pherson. whose gooJnes.^’, we bad bv.foi'e 
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to acknowledge^ lia-? thus translated into tho English 
tongue : * 

November’s hail-cloud drifts away, 

November’s sun-beam wan 
Loohs coldly on the castle grey. 

When forth comes Lady Anne. 

The orphan by the oak was set. 

Her arms, her feet, were bare; 

The hail-drops had not melted yet. 

Amid her raven hair. 

And, dame,” she said, by all the ties 
That child and mother know, 

Aid one who never knew these joys, — 

Relieve an orphan’s woe.” 

The lady said, An orphan’s state 
Is hard and sad to bear ; 

Yet worse the widow’d mother’s fate, 

Who mourns both lord and heir. 

Twelve times the rolling year has sped, 

Since, while from vengeance wild 
Of fierce Strathallan’s chief I fled, 

Forth’s eddies whelm’d my child.”— 


(^1.)— CiTAF, 3CT, 

Is this thy castlo, Baldwin 1 htelancholy 
Displays her sable banner from the donjon, 
Dark’ning the foam of the whole surge beneatlu 
Were I a habitant, to see this gloom 
Pollute the face of nature, and to hear 
The ceaseless sound of wave and sea-bird’s sci’eam, 
I’d wish me in the hut that poorest peasant 
Ere framed to give him temporary shelter. 

Bmtam,, 

(3.)— Chap. xiv. 

This was the entry, then, these stairs— but whithet 
after ? 

Yet be that ’s sure to perish on the land 
May quit the nicety of card and compass, 

And trust the open sea without a pilot. 

Tragedy of BrmnovaU. 


jfrum Bbanbor. 


(1.)— THE CRUSADER’S RETURN. 


‘‘ Twelve times the year its course has borne,” 
The wandering maid replied ; 

Since fishers on St. Bridget’s mom 
Drew nets on Campsie side. 

« St. Bridget sent no scaly spoil ; 

An infant, well nigh dead, 

They saved, and rear’d in want and toil. 

To beg from you her bread.” 


High deeds achieved of knightly fame, 
From Palestine the champion came ; 
The cross upon his shoulders borne, 
Battle and blast had dimm’d and torn. 
Each dint upon his batter’d shield 
W"as token of a foughten field ; 

And thus, beneath his lady’s bower, 

He sung, as fell the twilight hour : 


That orphan maid the lady kiss’d, — 

My husband’s looks you bear; 

Saint Bridget and her morn be bless’d I 
You are his widow’s heir.” 

They’ve robed that maid, so poor and pale, 
In silk and sandals rare ; 

And pearls, for drops of frozen hail, 

Are glistening in her hair. 

Giap. ix. 


(3,)— MOTTOES. 

(1.}— Chap, x. 

Dark on their journey lour’d the gloomy day, 

Wild were the hills, and doubtful grew the way ; 
More dark, more gloomy, and more doubtful, show’d 
The mansion which received them from the road. 

The TraveUers, a Bormnee, 


" Joy to the fair!— thy knight behold, 
Return’d from yonder land of gold ; 

No wealth he brings, nor wealth can need, 
Save his good arms and battle-steed ; 

His spurs to dash against a foe, 

His lance and sword to lay him lovr ; 

Such all the trophies of his toil, 

Such — and the hope of Tekla’s smile ! 


Joy to the fair I whose constant knight 
Her favour fired to feats of might ! 
Unnoted shall she not remain 
Where meet the bright and noble train; 
Minstrel shall sing, and herald tell — 

‘ Mark yonder maid of beauty well, 

’Tis she for whose bright eyes was won 
The listed field of Ascalon ! 


^ Note well her smile ! — it edged the blade 
Which fifty wives to widows made, 
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When, vain his strength and Mahound’s spell, 
icoriium’s turban’d Soldan fell. 

See’st thou her locks, whose sunny glow 
Half shows, half shades, her neck of snowl 
Twines not of them one golden thread, 

But for its sake a Paynim bled.’ 


^ Joy to the fair !— my name unknown, 

Each deed, and all its praise, thine own ; 

Then, oh ! unbar this churlish gate, 

The night-dew falls, the hour is late. 

Inured to Syria’s glowing breath, 

I feel the north breeze chill as death ; 

Let grateful love quell maiden shame, 

And grant him bliss w'ho brings tlico fame.” 

Ouip, xviii. 


(2.}~-THE BAREFOOTED FRIAR. 

, ■ "•■ 1 . ■■■ 

I’ll give thee, good fellow, a twelvemonth or twain, 
To search Europe through from Byzantium to Spain ; 
But ne’er shall you find, should you search till you 
tire, 

So happy a man as the Barefooted Friar. 


And the good-vrife would wish the good-man in the 
mire, 

Ere he lack’d a soft pillow, the Barefooted Priai’. 


Long fiourish the sandal, the cord, and the cope. 
The dread of the devil and trust of the Pope ! 

For to gather life’s roses, unscathed by the briar, 

£s granted alone to the Barefooted Friar. 

Chap, xviii. 


(3.)~SAXON WAR-SOm 

" The filre was spreading rapidly through all pans 
of the castle, when Ulrica, who had first kindled it, 
appeared on a turret, in the guise of one of the an- 
cient furies, yelling forth a war-song, such as was of 
yore chanted on the field of battle by the yet heathen 
Saxons. Her long dishevelled grey hair flew back 
! from her uncovered head ; the inebriating delight of 
' gratified vengeance contended in her eyes with the 
I fire of insanity; and '’he brandished the distaff w’hich 
she held in her as if she had been one of the 

Fatal Sisters, who spin and abridge the thread of hu- 
man life. Tradition has preserved some wild strophes 
of the barbarous hymn wliich she chanted wildly amid 
I that scene of fire and slaughter:” — 



Your knight for his lady pricks forth in career. 

And is brought home at even -song prick’d through 
with a spear; 

I confess lam in haste— for his lady desires 
Xo comfort on earth save the Barefooted Friar's. 


Your monarch ! — Pshaw ! many a prince has been 
known 

To barter his robes for our cowl and our gown ; 

But which of us e’er felt the idle desire 
To exchange for a crown the grey hood of a Friar ? 


The Friar has walk’d out, and where’er he has gone, 
The land and its fatness is mark’d for his own ; 

He can roam where he lists, he can stop where he 
tires, 

For every man’s house is the Barefooted Friar’s. 


He ’s expected at noon, and no waght, till he comes, 
May profane the great chair, or the porridge of 
plums; 

For the best of the cheer, and the seat by the fire, 

Is the undenied right of the Barefooted Friar. 


Whet the bright steel, 

Sons of the White Dragon ! 

Kindle the torch, 

Daughter of Hengist I 

The steel glimmers not for the carving of the ban- 
quet, 

It is hard, broad, and sharply pointed ; 

The torch goeth not to the bridal chamber, 

It steams and glitters blue with sulphur. 

Whet the steel, the raven croaks ! 

Light the torch, Zernebock is yelling ! 

Whet the steel, sons of the Dragon ! 

Kindle the torch, daughter of Plengist! 


The black clouds are low over the thane’s castle : 
The eagle screams — he rides on their bosom. 
Scream not, grey rider of the sable cloud, 

Thy banquet is prepared ! 

The maidens of Valhalla look forib, 

The race of Hengist wall send them guests. 
Shake your black tresses, maidens of Valhalla! 
And strike your loud timbrels for joy ! 

IMaiiy a haughty step bends to your halls, 

Manv a helmed head. 


He ’? expected at night, and the pasty’s made hot, 
They bioaoh the brown ale, and they fill the black 


Dark sits tlic evening ujjon the thane’s castle, 
The black clouds gather round ; 

Soon shall they be red as the blcK>d of ihe 
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By day, along asUinisIiM lands 
The cloudy pillar glided slow ; 

By night, Arabia’s crimson’d sands 
Return’d the fiery column’s glow. 


The destroyer of forests shall shake hia red crest 
against them ; 

He, the bright coiiauraer of palaces, 

Broad waves he his blazing banner, 

Red, wide, and dusky, 

Over the strife of the valiant ; 

His joy is in the clashing swords and broken buck- 
lers ; 

He loves to lick the hissing blood as it bursts warm 
iroiu the wound I 


There rose the choral hymn of pmlsn, 

And trump and timbrel answer’d keen, 
And Zion’s daughters pour’d their lays, 
With priest’s and warrior’s voice between. 
No portents now our foes amaze, 

Forsaken Israel wanders lone : 

Our fathers would not know Tht ways, 

And Thou hast left them to their own. 


All must perish ! 

The sword cleaveth the helmet ; 

The strong armour is pierced by the lance : 

Fire devoureth the dwelling of princes, 

Engines break down the fences of the battle. 

Ail must perish ! 

The race of Hengist is gone— 

Q he name of Horsa is no more I 

Shrink not then from your doom, sons of the sword ! 

Let your blades drink blood like wine ; 

T^’oast yo in the banquet of slaughter, 

By the light of the blazing halls I 

Strong be your swords while your blood is wann. 

And spare neither for pity nor fear. 

For vengeance hath but an hour j 
Strong hate itself shall expire I 
1 also must perish. 


But present still, though now unseen ! 

When brightly shines the prosperous day, 
Be thoughts of Thee a cloudy screen 
To temper the deceitful ray. 

And oh, when stoops on Judah’s path 
In shade and storm the frequent night, 
Be Thou, long-suffering, slow to wrath, 

A burning and a shining light ! 


Our harps we left by Babel’s streams, 
The tyrant’s jest, the Gentile's scorn ; 
)Mo censer round our altar beams, 

And mute are timbrel, harp, and hoin, 
But Thou hast said, The blood of goat. 
The flesh of rams I will not prize ; 

A contrite heart, a humble thought, 

Are mine accepted sacrifice. 


It will readily occur to the antiquary, that 
these verses are intended to imitate the antique 
poetry of the Scalds— the minstrels of the old Scan- 
dinavians— the race, as the Laureate so happily terras 
them, 

“ stern to inflict, and stubborn to endure, 

Who smiled in death.’* 

The poetry of the Anglo-Saxons, after their civilisa- 
tion and conversion, was of a different and softer cha- 
racter; but, in the circumstances of Ulrica, she may 
be not unnaturally supposed to return to the wild 
strains which animated her forefathers during the 
times of Paganism and untamed ferocity.” 

Chap, xxxii. 


(5.)-THE BLACK KNIGHT’S SONG. 


“ At the point of their journey at which wo tako 
them up, this joyous i>air were engaged in singing a 
virelai, as it was called, in which the clown bore u 
stiff* and mellow burthen to the better instructed 
Knight of the Fetterlock. And thus ran the ditty t ” 


Anna-lMarie, love, up is the sun, 

Anna-5Iaric, love, mom is begun, 

Mists are dispersing, love, birds singing free, 

Up in the morning, love, Anna-Marie. 
Anna-Marie, love, up in the morn, 

The hunter is winding blithe sounds on his horn. 
The echo rings merry from rock and from tree. 
’Tis time to arouse thoe, love, Anna-Marie. 


(4.)-REBECCA’S HVMN. 

It was in the twilight of the day when her trial, 
if it could bo called such, had taken place, that a low 
knock was heard at the door of Kehecca’a prison 
chamber. It disturbed not the inmate, who was then 
engaged in the evening prayer recommended by her 
'religion, and which concluded with a hymn, which 
we have verrured thus to translate into English : ” 


WAMBA. # 

0 Tybalt, love, Tybalt, awake mo not yet, 

Around my soft pillow while softer dreams Hit ; 
For what are the joys that in waking we prove. 
Compared with these visions, O Tybalt I my love ? 
Let the birds to the rise of the mist carol shrill. 
Let the hunter blow out his loud horn on the hill, 
Softer sounds, softer pleasures, in slumber I prove, 
But think not I dream’d of thee, Tybalt, my love. 

xli. 


When Israel, of the Lord beloved. 

Out from the land of bondage came, 
Her fathers’ God before her moved. 
An awful guide in smoke and fiame. 



LYRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PIECE 


Througli paths tinkuown 
Thy soul hath flown. 

To seek the realms of woe, 
Where fiery pam 
Shall purge the stain 
Of actions done below. 


(6.)-SONa . 

THE BLACK KNIGHT ANP WAMBA. 

The Jester next struck into another carol, a sort 
of comic ditty, to wiiich the Knight, catching up the 
tune, replied in the like manner.” 


KNIGHT ANP WAMBA. 

There came three merry men from south, west, and 
north, 

Ever more sing the roundelay ; 

To win the Widow of Wycombe forth, 

And where was the widow might say them nayl 


In that sad place, 

By Mary’s grace, 

Brief may thy dwelling be 1 
Till prayers and alms, 

And holy psalms, 

Shall set the captive free. 


The first was a knight, and from Tynedale he came, 
Ever more sing the roundelay ; 

And his fathers, God save us, were men of great fame, 
And where was the widow might say him nay 1 


(8.)— MOTTOES 


Of his father the laird, of his uncle the squire, 
He boasted in rhyme and in roundelay ; 
She bade him go bask by his sea-coal fire. 

For she was the widow would say him nay. 


(1.)— Chap. XIX. 

Aw'ay ! our journey lies through dell and dingle, 
Where the blithe fawn trips by its timid mother. 
Where the broad oak, with intercepting boughs, 
Chequers the sun-beam in the green sward alley -■ 
Up and away I — for lovely paths are these 
To tread, when the glad sun is on his tlu’one : 
Less pleasant, and less safe, wuen Cynthia’s 
lamp, 

With doubtful glimmer lights the dreary forest. 

Ettrkh Forest 


WAMBA. 

The next that came forth, swore by blood and by nails, 
Merrily sing the roundelay ; 

Hur’s a gentleman, God wot, and hur’s lineage W’as of 
Wales, 

And where was the widow might say him nay? 


Sir David ap Morgan ap Gritfith ap Hugh 
Ap Tudor ap Rhice, quoth his roundelay ; 

She said that one widow for so many was too few, 
And she bade the Welshman wend his way. 


(2.)— Chap. xxi. 

When autumn nights were long and drear. 

And forest walks were dark and dim, 
How sweetly on the pilgrim’s ear 
Was wont to steal the hermit’s hymn 1 


.But then next came a yeoman, a yeoman of Kent, 
Joliily singing his roundelay ; 

He spoke to the widow of living and rent. 

And where was the widow could say him nay ? 


Devotion borrows Music’s tone, 

And Music took Devotion’s wing, 

And, like the bird that hails the sun, 

They soar to heaven, and soaring sing. 

The Hermit of St. Clement's Weit. 


BOTH. 

So the knight and the squire were both left in the mire, 
There for to sing their roundelay ; 

For a yeoman of Kent, with his yearly rent, 

There ne’er was a widow could say him nay. 

Chap. xli. 


(3.)— Chap, xxvii. 
The hottest horse will oft be cool. 

The dullest will show firej 
The friar wijl often play the fool, 
The fool will play the friar. 


(7.)~FUNEEAL HYMN. 

Fohk maidens, Rowena leading the choir, raised a 
hymn for the soul of the deceased, of which we have 
only hem able tc decipher two or three stanzas : ” 


Old Sona. 


(4,)— Chap. xxix. 

This w'andering race, sever’d from other men, 

Boast yet their intercourse with human arts ; 

The sea.s, the woods, the deserts which they haunt, 
Find them acquainted wth their secret treasures ; 
And unregarded herbs, and flowers, and blossoms. 
Display undream’d-of powers when gather’d iiy 
them. 

TtUi JVM). 


Dust unto dust, 

To this all must ; 

The tenant hath resign’d 
The faded form 
To waste and worm — 

Corruption claims her kind. 


SCOTTS POETICAL WORKS. 


(5.)— XXXI, 

Approach the chamber^ look upon his bod, 

Hi^ is the passing of no peaceful ghost, 

Which, as the lark arises to the sky, 

’Mid morning’s sweetest breeze and softest dew, 

Is wing’d to heaYcn by good menu's sighs and tears 1 
Anselm parts otherwise. 

Old Play, 

(6.)— Chap, xxxm. 

Trust me, each state must have its policies : 
Kingdoms have edicts, cities have their charters j 
Even the wild outlaw, in his forest- walk. 

Keeps yet some touch of civil discipline. 

For not since Adam wore his verdant apron, 

Hath man with man in social union dwelt, 

But laws were made to draw that union closer. 

OldPtay: 

(7.)““Chap. XXXVI. 

Arouse the tiger of Hyrcanian deserts, 

Strive with the half-starved lion for his prey ; 
Lesser the risk, than rouse the slumbering fire 
Of wild Fanaticism. 



(8.)— Chap, xxxvn. 

Say not my art is fraud — all live by seeming. 

The beggar begs with it, and the gay courtier 
Gains land and title, rank and rule, by seeming : 
The clergy scorn it not, and the bold soldier 
Will eke with it his service, — All admit it, 

All practise it ; and he who is content 

With showing what he is, shall have small credit 

In church, or camp, or state- — So wags the world. 

Old Play, 

(.9.)— Chap, xxxvin. 

Stern was the law which bade its vot’ries leave 
At human woes with human hearts to grieve ; 
Stern was the law, which at the winning wile 
Of frank and hannless mirth forobade to smile ; 
But sterner still, when high the iron-rod 
Of tyrant power she shook, and call’d that power 
of God. 

The Middle Ages, 


an Mti. 


1819. 


Plain, as her native dignity of mind, 
Arise the tomb of her we have resign’d ; 


» Mrs, Eupheraia Robiaon, wife of William Erskino, Esq. 
(afterwards Lord Kiuedder,) died September, 1810, and was 


Upflaw’d and stainless be the marble scroll, 
Emblem of lovely form and candid soul. — 

But, oh I what symbol may avail, to tell 
The kindness, wit, and sense, we loved so well ? 
What sculpture show the broken tics of life, 
Here buried with the parent, friend, and wife I 
Or on the tablet stamp each title dear, 

By which thine urn, Euphemia, claims the tear! 
Yet taught, by thy meek sufferance, to assume 
patience in anguish, hope beyond the tomb, 
Resign’d, though sad, this votive verse shall flovy. 
And brief, alas I as thy brief span below. 


jfrom tbr iRmtaetn'p. 


1820. 


(1.)— SONGS OF THE WHITE LABY 
OF AVENEI.. 


ON TWEED RIVER. 

1 . 

Merrily swim we, the moon shines bright, 

Both current and ripple are dancing in light. 

We have roused the night raven, I heard him croak, 
As we plashed along beneath the oak 
That flings its broad branches so far and so wide, 
Their shadows are dancing in midst of the tide. 

" Wlio wakens my nestlings 2 ” the raven ho said, 
My beak shall ere morn in his blood be red ! 

For a blue swollen corpse is a dainty me.al, 

And I’ll have my share with the pike and the eel.” 

2 . 

Merrily swim we, the moon shines bright, 

There ’s a golden gleam on the distant height ; 
There ’s a silver shower on the alders dank, 

And the drooping willows that wave on the bank. 

1 see the Abbey, both turret and tower, 

It is all astir for the vesper hour ; 

The Monks for the chapel are leaving each coll, 
But where ’s Father Philip should toll the bell 2 

3 . 

Merrily swim we, the moon shines bright, 
Downward wo drift through shadow and light. 
Under yon rock the eddies sleep, 

Calm and silent, dark and deep. 

The Kelpy has risen from the fathomless pool, 

He has lighted his candle of death and of dool : 
Look, Father, look, and you’ll laugh to see 
How he gapes and glares with liis eyes on thcc> ! 


buried at Saline, in the county of Fife, where these lines are 
tUMcribed on the tombstone. 





LYRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 


Men of good are bold as sackless, 

Men of rude are wild and reckless. 

Lie tbou still 

In the nook of the hill. 

For those be before thee that wish thee ill* 


Good luck to your fishing, whom watch ye to- 
night 1 

A man of mean or a man of might ? 

Is it layman or priest that must float in your cove, 
Or lover who crosses to visit his love ? 

Hark 1 heard ye the Kelpy reply as we pass’d, — 

" God’s blessing on the warder, he lock’d the 
bridge fast ! 

All that come to my covo are sunk, 

Priest or layman, lover or monk.” 


HALBERT’S INCANTATION. 


Thrice to the holly hrake- 
Thrice to the well : — 

1 bid thee awake, 

White Maid of Avenel 1 


Landed — landed I the black hook hath won. 

Else had you seen Berwick with morning sun ! 
Sain ye, and save ye, and blithe mot ye be, 

For seldom they land that go swimming with me. 

Chap. V. 


Noon gleams on the Lake- 
Noon glows on the Fell- 
Wake thee, 0 wake, 
White Maid of Avenel. 


TO THE SUB-PRIOR. 


Goon evening. Sir Priest, and so late as you ride, 
With your mule so fair, and your mantle so wide ; 
But ride you through valley, or ride you o’er hill. 
There is one that has warrant to wait on you still. 
Back, back, 

The volume black I 
I have a warrant to carry it back. 


TO HALBERT. 


Youth of the dark eye, wherefore didst thou call me ? 

Wherefore art thou here, if terrors can appal thee ? 

He that seeks to deal with us must know nor fear, nor 
failing; 

To coward and churl our speech is dark, our gifts are 
unavailing. 

The breeze that brought me hither now must sweep 
Egyjitian ground, 

The fleecy cloud on which I ride for Araby is bound ; 

The fleecy cloud is drifting by, the breeze sighs for my 
stay, 

For I must sail a thousand miles before the close of 


What, ho ! Sub-Prior, and came you but here 
To conjure a book from a dead woman’s bier I 
Sain you, and save you, be wary and wise, 

Ride back with the book, or you'll pay for your 
prize. 

Back, back, 

There’s death in the track ! 

In the name of ray master, I bid thee bear back. 


What I am I must not show — 

What I am thou couldst not know — 
Something betwixt heaven and hell — 
Something that neither stood nor feil— 
Something that through thy wit or will 
May work thee good— -may work thee ill 
Neither substance quite, nor shadow, 
Haunting lokjly moor and meadow, 
Dancing by the haunted spring, 

Biding on the whirlwind’s wing ; 

Aping in fantastic fashion 
Every change of human passion. 

While o’er our frozen minds they pass, 
Like shadows from the mirror’d glass. 
Wayward, fickle, is our mood, 

Hovering betwixt bad and good. 
Happier than brief-dated man, 

Living ten times o’er his span ; 

Far less happy, for we have 
Help nor hope beyond the grave ! 


In the name of my Master,” said the astonished 
Monk, that name before which all things created 
tremble, I conjure thee to say what thou art that 
hauntest me thus ? ” 

The same voice replied, — 


That which is neither ill nor well. 

That which belongs not to heaven nor to hell, 
A wreath of the mist, a bubble of the stream, 
’Twixt a waking thought and a sleeping dream 
A form that men spy 
With the half-shut eye 
In the beams of the setting sun, am I. 


Vainly, Sir Prior, wouldst thou bar me my right ! 
like the star when it shoots, I can dart through the 
night; 

I can dance on the torrent, and ride on the air. 
And travel the world with the bonny night-mare. 
Again, again, 

At the crook of the glen, 

Where bickers the burnie, I’ll meet thee again. 


1 Innocent. 
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Rasner trust 
Has thing of dust. 

On nis own weak worth roi)iiJg 
Strip thee of such fences vain, 

Strip, and prove thy luck again. 


Man awakes to joy or sorrow ; 

Ours the sleep that knows no raorrow 
This is all that I can show — 

This is all that thou may’s! know’. 


Ay ! and I taught thee the word and the spoil, 
To waken me here by the Fairies’ Well. 

But thou hast loved the heron and hawk, 
More than to seek my haunted walk ; 

And thou hast loved the lance and the sword, 
More than good text and holy word ; 

And thou hast loved the deer to track, 

More than the lines and the letters black ; 
And thou art a ranger of moss and w’ood, 

And seornest the nurture of gentle blood. 


Mortal warp and mortal woof 
Cannot brook this charmed roof ; 

All that mortal art hath wrought 
In our cell returns to nought. 

The molten gold returns to clay, 

The polish’d diamond melts away ; 

All is altered, all is flown, 

Nought stands fast but truth alone. 
Not for that thy quest give o’er : 
Courage ! prove thy chance once more. 


Thy craven fear ray truth accused, 

Thine idleliood my trust abused ; 

He that draws to harbour late, 

Must sleep without, or burst the gate. 

There is a star for thee which burn’d, 

Its influence wanes, its course is turn’d ; 

Valour and constancy alone 

Can bring thee back the chance that’s flown, 


Alas! alas! 

Not ours the grace 
These holy characters to trace : 
Idle forms of painted air, 
Not to us is given to share 
The boon bestow’d on Adam’s i 
With patience bide, 
Heaven will provide 
The fitting time, the fitting guide. 


Within that awful volume lies 
The mystery of mysteries ! 

Happiest they of human race, 

To whom <5-od has granted grace 
To read, to fear, to hope, to pray, 

To lift the latch, and force the way ; 
And better had they ne’er been born 
Who read to doubt, or read to scorn. 


HALBERT’S SECOND INTERVIEW V/iTH 
THE WHITE LADY OF AVENEL. 


*®Shb spoke, and her speech was still song, or 
rather measured chant ; but if, as now, more familiar, 
it flowed occasionally in modulated blank-verse, and, 
at other times, in the lyrical measure which she had 
used at their former meeting.” 


Many a fathom dark and deep 
I have laid the book to sleep ; 
Ethereal fires around it glowing — 
Ethereal music ever flowing — 

The sacred pledge of Heav’n 
All things revere, 

Each in his sphere, 

Save man for whom ’twas giv'n 
Lend thy hand, and thou shalt spy 
Things ne’er seen by mortal eye. 


This is the day when the fairy kind 
Sit weeping alone for their hopeless lot, 

And the wood-maiden sighs to the sighing wind. 
And the mermaiden weeps in her crystal grot ; 
For this is a day that the deed w’as wrought, 

In which we have neither part nor share, 

For the children of clay was salvation bought, 
But not for the forms of sea or air ! 

And ever the mortal is most forlorn, 

Who meeteth our race on the Friday morn. 


Fearest thou to go with me ? 
Still it is free to thee 
A peasant to dwell ; 

Thou may’s! drive the dull steer 
And chase the king’s deer. 

But never more come near 
This haunted well. 


Baring youth ! for thee it is well 
Here calling me in haunted dell, 
That 'thy heart has not quail’d, 
Nor thy courage fail’d, 

And that thou couldst brook 
The angry look 
Of Her of Avenel. 

Did one limb shiver, 

Or an eyelid quiver, 

Thou wert lost lor ever. 


Here lies the volume thou boldly hast sought 
Touch it, and take it, ’tmll dearly be bought. 


Rash thy deed, 
Mortal weed 

To immortal flames a 
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lliODgli I am formM from tbe ether bliiOj 
And my blood is of the ttiifallen dew, 

And thou art framed of mud and dust, 

’Tis thine to speak, reply I must. 

A mightier wizard far than I 
Wields o’er the universe his power ; 

Him owns tlie eagle in the sky, 

The turtle in the bower. 

Changeful in shape, yet mightiest still, 

He wields the heart of man at will, 

From ill to good, from good to ill, 

' In cot and castle-tower. 

Ask thy heart, whose secret ceil 
Is fill’d with Mary Avenel I 
Ask thy pride, why scornful looV: 

In Mary’s view it will not brook ? 

Ask it, why thou seek’st to rise 
Among the mighty and the wise,— 

Why thou spurn’st thy lowly lot, — 

Why thy pastimes are forgot, — 

• Why thou wouldst in bloody strife 
Mend thy luck or lose thy life ? 

Ask thy heart, and it shall tell, 

Sighing from its secret cell, 

’Xis for Mary Avenel. 

Do not ask me; 

On doubts like these thou canst not task me. 

We only see the passing show 
Of human passions’ ebb and flow ; 

And view the pageant’s idle glance 
As mortals eye the northern dance. 

When thousand streamers, flashing briglit, 

Career it o’er the brow of night, 

And gazers mark their changeful gleams, 

But feel no influence from their beams. 

By ties mysterious link’d, our fated race 
Holds strange connection with the sons of men. 

The star that rose upon the House of Avenel, 

When Norman XTlric first assumed the name, 

That star, when culminating in its orbit. 

Shot from its sphere a drop of diamond dew. 

And this bright font received it— and a Spirit 
Rose from the fountain, and her date of life 
Hath co-existence with the House of Avenel 
And with the star that rules it. 

Look on my girdle — on this thread of gold — 

’Tis fine as web of lightest gossamer, 

And, hut there is a spell on’t, would not bind, 
Light as they are, the folds of my thin robe. 

But when ’twas donn’d, it w^as a massive chain, 
Such as might bind the champion of the Jews, 
Even when his locks were longest — it hath dwindled, 
Hath ’rainish’d in its substance and its strength, 

As sunk the greatness of the Housv^ of Avenel. 
When this frail thread gives way, i to the elements 


Resign the principles of life they lent me. 

Ask me no more of this 1— the stars forbid it. 

Dim burns the once bright star of Avenel, 

Dim as the beacon when the morn is high, 

And the o’er-wearied warder leaves the light-house; 
There is an influence sorrowful and fearful, 

That dogs its downward course. Disastrous passion. 
Fierce hate and rivalry, are in the aspect 
That lowers upon its fortunes. 

Complain not on me, child of clay, 

If to thy harm I yield the w^ay. 

We, who soar thy sphere above, 

Know not aught of hate or love ; 

As will or wisdom rules thy mood, 

My gifts to evil turn or good. 

When Piereie Shafton boasteth high, 

Let this token meet his eye, 

The sun is Westering from the dell, 

Thy wish is granted — fare thee well I 

Chap. xvii. 


THE WHITE LADY TO MARY AVENEL. 

Maiden, whose sorrows w^ail the Living Dead, 

Whose eyes shall commune with the Dead Alive, 
Maiden, attend 1 Beneath my foot lies hid 
The Word, the Law, the Path which thou dost strive 
To find, and canst not find.— Could Spirits shed 
Tears for their lot, it were my lot to weep, 

Showing the road which I shall never tread, 

Though my foot points it. — Sleep, eternal sleep, 
Dark, long, wid cold forgetfulness my lot !— 

But do not thou at human ills repine ; 

Secure there lies full guerdon in tbii^ spot 
For all the woes that wait frail Adam’s line — 
Stoop then and make it your’s,—! may not make it 
mme! 

Chap. XXX. 


THE WHITE LADY TO EDWARD 
GLENDINNlNa. 

Thou who seek’st my fountain lone, 

With thoughts and hopes thou dar’st not own ; 
Whose heart within leap ’d wildly glad, 

Wlien most his brow seem’d dark and sad ; 
Hie thee back, thou find’st not here 
Corpse or coffin, grave or bier ; 

The Dead Alive is gone and fled — 

Go thou, and join the Living Dead I 

The Living Dead, whose sober brow 
Oft shrouds such thoughts as thou hast now. 
Whose hearts within are seldom cured 
Of passions by their vows abjured ; 


1 
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Where, under sad and solemn show. 

Vain hopes are nursed, wild wishes glow. 

Seek the convent’s vaulted room, 

Prayer and vigil be thy doom ; 

Doff the green, and don the grey, 

To the cloister hence away! 

xxxii. 


THE WHITE LADY’S FAREWELL. 

Fare thee well, thou Holly green ! 

Thou shalt seldom now be seen, 

With all thy glittering garlands bending, 

As to greet my slow descending, 

Startling the bewilder’d hind, 

Who sees thee 'wave without a wind. 

Farewell, Fountain ! now’ not long 
Shalt thou murmur to my song, 

While thy crystal bubbles glancing, 

Keep the time in mystic dancing, 

Rise and swell, are burst and lost, 

Like mortal schemes by fortune cross’d. 

The knot of fate at length is tied, 

The Churl is Lord, the Maid is Bride ! 

Vainly did my magic sleight 
Send the lover from her sight ; 

Wither bush, and perish well, 

Pall’n is lofty Avenel ! 

Cimp. xxxvii. 


(2.)— BORDER BALLAD. 

■ I..'- , 

March, march, Ettrick and Teviotdale, 

Why the deil diima ye march forward in order? 
March, march, Eskdale and Liddesdale, 

All the Blue Bonnets are bound for the Border. 
Many a banner spread, 

Flutters above your head, 

Many a crest that is famous in story. 

Mount and make ready then, 

Sons of the mountain glen, 

Fight for the Queen and our old Scottish glory. 

2 . 

Come from the hills where your hirsels aro grazing, 
Come from the glen of the buck and the roe ; 
Come to the crag where the beacon is blazing. 

Come with the buckler, the lance, and the bow’. 
Trumpets are sounding, 

War-steeds are bounding, 

Stand to your arms, and march in good order, 
England shall many a day 
Tell of the. bloody fray. 

When the Blue Bonnets came over the Border. 

(Jha'p, XXV. 


(3.)—MOTTOEa 
(1.)— Chap. i. 

0 AY ! the Monks, the Monks, they did the mis- 

chief ! 

Theirs all the grossness, all the superstiticn 
Of a most gross and superstitious age. — 

May He be praised that sent the healthful tempest, 
And scatter’d all these pestilential vapours ; 

But that we ow’ed them aU to yonder Harlot 
Throned on the seven hills with her cup of gold, 

1 will as soon believe, with kind Sir Roger, 

That old Moll White took wing with cat and broom - 
stick,' . ■ ■ 

And raised the last night’s thunder. 

OM Play. 

(2.)— Chap. n. 

In yon lone vale his early youth was bred. 

Not solitary then — the bugle-born 
Of fell Alecto often waked its windings, 

From where the brook joins the majestic river, 

To the wild northern bog, the curlieu’s haunt, 
Where oozes forth its first and feeble streamlet. 

Old Play. 

(3.)~-Chap. V. 

A priest, ye cry, a priest ! — lame shepherds they, 
How shall they gather in the straggling flock ? 
Dumb dogs which bark not — how shall they compel 
The loitering vagrants to the Master’s fold ? 

Fitter to bask before the blazing fire. 

And snuff the mess neat-handed Phillis dresses, 
Than on the snow-wreath battle with the wolf. 

Peformation. 

(4.)— Cpiap. VI. 

Now let us sit in conclave. That these weeds 
Be rooted from the vineyard of the Church, 

That these foul tares be sever’d from the wheat, 
We are, I trust, agreed. — Yet how to do this, 

Nor hurt the wholesome crop and tender vine- 
plants, 

Craves good advisement. 

Tlie Reformation, 
(5.)—- Chap. viii. 

Nay, dally not with time, the wise man’s treasure, 
Though fools are lavish on’t— the fatal Fisher 
Hooks souls, while we waste moments. 

’ OldPhv. 

(6.) — Chap. xi. 

You call this education, do you not ? 

Why, ’tis the forced march of a herd of bullocks 
Before a shouting drover. The glad van 
Move on at ease, and pause a while to snatch 
A passing morsel from the dewy green-sward, 
"While all the blows, the oaths, the indignation, 
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Fall oa the croupe of the ill-fated laggard 
That cripples in the rear. 

Old Play* 

(7.)— Chap. XII. 

There ’s something in that ancient superstition, 
Which, erring as it is, our fancy loves. 

The spring that, -with its thousand crystal bubbles, 
Bursts from the bosom of some desert rock 
In secret solitude, may well be deem’d 
The haunt of something purer, more refined, 

And mightier than ourselves. 

Old Play. 

(8.)— Chap. xiv. 

Nay, let me have the friends who eat my victuals, 
As various as my dishes. The feast ’s naught, 
Where one huge plate predominates. — John Plain- 
■ , text, ■ ■ ' ■ ' 

He sliall be mighty beef, our English staple ; 

The worthy Alderman, a butter’d dumpling ; 

Yon pair of whisker’d Cornets, ruffs and rees ; 
Their friend the Dandy, a green goose in sipiiets. 
And so the board is spread at once and fill’d 
On the same principle — Variety. 

Neti' Play. 

(9.)--~Ciiap. XV. 

He strikes no coin, ’tis trae, hut coins new phrases, 
And vends them forth as knaves vend gilded coun- 
ters, 

Which wise men scorn, and fools accept in pay- 
ment. 

Old Play. 


A courtier extraordinary, who by diet 
Of moats and drinks, bis temperate exercise. 

Choice music, frequent hath, his horary shifts 
Of shirts and waistcoats, means to immortalize 
Mortality itself, and makes the essence 
Of his whole happiness the trim of court. 

Magndie Lady. 

(11.)— Chap. xix . 

Now choose thee, gallant, betwixt wealth and honour j 
There lies the pelf, in sum to bear thee through 
The dance of youth, and the turmoil of manhood, 

Yet leave enough for age’s chimney-corner ; 

But an thou grasp to it, farewell Ambition 1 
Farewell each hope of bettering thy condition, 

And raising thy low rank above the churls 
That till the earth for bread 1 

Old- Play. 

(12.)— Chap. xxi. 

Indifferent, but indifferent — pshaw ! he doth it not 
lake one who is his craft’s master — ne’ertheless j 

I have seen a clown confer a bloody coxcomb 
On one who was a master of defence. 


(13.)— Chap. xxir. 

Yes, life hath le^t Mm — every busy thought, 

Each fiery passion, every strong affection, 

The sense of outward ill and inward sorrow, 

Are fled at once from the pale trunk before me ; 
And I have given that which spoke and moved, 
Thought, acted, suffer’d, as a living man, 

To be a ghastly form of bloody clay. 

Soon the foul food for reptiles. 

Old Play. 

(14.)— Chap. xxni. 

’Tis when the wound is stiffening with the cold, 

The warrior first feels pain— '’tis when the heat 
And fiery fever of his soul is past, 

The sinner feels remorse. 

Old Play. 

(15.)— Chap. xxiv. 

I’ll walk on tiptoe ; arm my eye with caution, 

My heart with courage, and my hand with ^veapon. 
Like him who ventures on a lion’s den. 

Old Play. 

(16.)— Chap. XXVII. 

Now, hy Our Lady, Sheriff, ’tia hard reckoning, 
That I, with every odds of birth and barony, 
Should be detain’d hei*e for the casual death 
Of a vrild forester, whose utmost having 
Is hut the brazen buckle of the belt 
In which he sticks his hedge-knife. 

Old Play. 

(17.)~~Chap. XXX. 

You call it an ill angel— it may be so ; 

But sure 1 am, among the ranks which fell, 

’Tib the first fiend ere counsell’d man to rise, 

And win the bliss the sprite himself had forfeited 

Old Play. 

(18.)— Chap. XXXI. 

At school I knew him— a sharp-witted youth, 
Grave, thoughtful, and reserved amongst his mates. 
Turning the hours of sport and food to labour. 
Starving his body to inform his mind. 

Old Play. 

(19.)— Chap, xxxiii. 

Now on my faith tliis gear is all entangled. 

Like to the yarn-clew of the drowsy knitter, 
Dragg’d hy the frolic kitten through the cabin, 
■While tlie good dame sits nodding o’er the fire— 
Masters, attend^ ’twiir crave some skill to clear it. 

Old Play. 

{20.)— Chap. XXXIV, 

It is not texts will do it— Church artillery 
Are silenced soon by real ordnance. 

And canons are but vain opposed to cannon. 

Go, coin your crosier, melt your church plate down. 


Old Play. 
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Bid the starved soldier banquet in your halls. 

And quaff ycur long-saved hogsheads — Turn them out 
Thus primed with your good cheer, to guard your wall, 
And tliey will venture for ’t. 

OldPlati. 


jTrmn ti)t ahhot 


1820. 


(1.)— THE PARDONER’S ADVERTISE- 
, . ■ MENT. 

At length the pardoner pulled from his scrip a 
small phial of clear water, of which he vaunted the 
quality in the following verses 

Listneth, gode people, everiehe one, 

For in the londe of Babylone, 

Far eastward 1 wot it lyeth, 

And IS the first londe the sonne espieth, 

Ther, as he eometh fro out the se ; 

In this ilk londe, as thinketh me, 

Right as holie legendes tell, 

Snottreth from a roke a well, 

And falleth into ane bath of ston, 

Wher cbast Susanne in times long gon, 

Was wont to wash her bodie aii<l lim — 

Mickle vertue hath that strenm, 

As ye shall se er that ye pas, 

Ensample by this little glas— 

Through nightes cold and dayes hote, 
Hiderward I have it brought ; 

Hath a wife made slip or slide. 

Or a maiden stepp’d aside ; 

Puttetli this water under her iiese, 

Wold she nold she, she shall sncse. 

Chap, xxvii. 


(2.)~.M0TT0ES, 

(L)--CnAP. V. 

In the wild storm, 

The seaman hews his mast down, and the merchant 
Heaves to the billows wares he once deem’d pre- 
cious : 

)So prince and peer, ’mid popular contentions. 

Cast off their favourites. 

Old Flap. 

(2.)-Chap. VI. 

Thou hast each secret of the household, Francis. 

1 dare be sworn thou hast been in the buttery 
Steeping thy curious humour in fat ale, 

And in the butler’s tattle — ay, or chatting 


With the glib waiting- woman o’er her comfits — 
These bear the key to each domestic mystery. 

Old Flap. 

(3.)— -Chap. viii. 

The sacred tapers’ lights are gone, 

Grrey moss has clad the altar stone, 

T|ie holy image is o’erthrown, 

The bell has ceased to toll. 

The long ribb’d aisles are burst and shrunk, 

The holy shrines to ruin sunk, 

Departed is the pious monk, 

God’s blessing on his soul I 

Redidm 

(4.)— Chap. XI. 

Life hath its May, and all is mirthful then ; 

The woods are vocal, and the flowers all odour ; 

Its very blast lias mirth in ’t,— -and the maidens, 
The while they don their cloaks to skreen their 
Mrtles, 

Laugh at the rain that wets them. Old Plop. 
(5.) — Chap. xn. 

Nay, hear me, brother— I am elder, wiser, 

And holier than thou ; and age, and wisdom. 

And holiness, have peremptory claims, 

And will be listen’d to. Old Plajj. 

(6.)— Chap. XIV. 

Not the wild billow, when it breaks its barrier— 

Not the wild wind, escaping from its cavern — 

Not the wild fiend, that mingles both together, 

And pours their rage upon the ripening harvest, 

Can match the wild freaks of this mirthful meeting— 
Comic, yet fearful — droll, and yet destructive. 

The Conspiraep, 

(7.)— Chap. xvi. 

Youth ! thou wear’st to manhood now, 

Darker lip and darker brow, 

Statelier step, more pensive mien, 

In thy face and gait are seen : 

Thou must now brook midnight watches. 

Take thy food and sport by snatches I 
For the gambol and the jesr, 

Thou wert wont to love the best, 

Graver follies must thou follow, 

But as senseless, false, and hollow. 

Life^ a Poem. 

(8.)— Chap, XIX, 

It is and is not— ’tis the thing 1 sought for, 

Have kneel’d for, pray’d for, risk’d my fame and life 
for. 

And yet it is not— no more than the shadov* 

Upon the hard, cold, flat, and polish’d mirror. 

Is the warm, graceful, rounded, living substance 
Which it presents in form and lineament. 

Old Piay. 
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([>.)— Chap. xxni. 

Give me a morsel on the greensward rather. 

Coarse as you will the cooking — Let the fresh spring 
Bubble beside my napkin — and the free birds, 
Twittering and chirping, hop from bough to bough. 

To claim the cruras I leave for pere[uisites — 

Your prison-feasts I like not. 

Tlie Woodnutn) a Drama. 

(10.)~-Chap. XXIT. 

’Tis a weary life this 

Vaults overhead, and grates and bars around me, 

And ray sad hours spent with as sad companions, 
Whoso thoughts are brooding o’er their own mis- , 
chances, . , . . ■ " | . 

Far, far too deeply to take part in mine. 

The Woodsman. ! 

' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ . i 

(11.)— Chap. xxv. | 

And when Love’s torch hath set the heart in flame, 
Comes Seignor Reason, with his saws and cautions, 
Giving such aid as the old grey-beard Sexton, 

Who from the church-v<ault drags his crazy engine, i 
To ply its dribbling ineffectual streamlet 
Against a conflagration. 

Old Flay. 

tl2 .)— Chap, xxviir. 

Yes, it is she v-/hose eyes look’d on thy childhood, 
And watch’d with trembling hope thy dawn of 
youth, I 

That now, with these same eye-balls, dimin’d with 
. age, : 

And dimmer yot with tears, sees thy dislionour. 

Old Play. 

(13.)— Chap. xxx. 

In some breasts passion lies conceard and silent, 
Like war’s swart pow’der in a castle vault, 

Until occasion, like the linstock, lights it; 

Then comes at once the lightning and the thun- 
der, 

And distant echoes tell that all is rent asunder. 

Old Play. 

(14.)— Chap, xxxiii. 

Death distant ?— No, alas! he ’s ever with us, 

And shakes the dart at us in ail our actings : 

He lurks within our cup, W’hile we’re in health ; 

Sits by our sick-bed, mocks our medicines ; 

We eannt/t walk, or sit, or ride, or travel, 

But Death is by to seize us when he lists. 

The Spanish Father. 

(15.)— Chap, xxxiv. 

Ay, Pedro,— Come you here with mask and lantern, 
Ladder of ropes, and other moonshine tools — 

Why, youngster, thou may’st cheat the old Duenna, 
Flatter the walting-w’oman, bribe the valet ; 

But know, that 1 her father play the Gryphon, 


Tameless and sleepless, proof to fraud or bribe, 
And guard the hidden treasure of her beauty. 

The Spa7iish Father^ 

(16.)— Chap. xxxv. 

It is a time of danger, not of revel, 

When churchmen turn to masquers. 

The Spanish Father.. 

(17.) — Chap, xxxvn. 

Ay, sir— our ancient crown, in these wild times, 
Oft stood upon a cast — the gamester’s ducat. 

So often staked, and lost, and then regain’d, 
Scarce knew so many hazards. 

The Spanish Father 


#1*0 m Urmliuortl). 


(1.)__G0LDTHRED’S SONG. 

“ After some brief interval, Master Goldthred, at 
the earnest instigation of mine host, and the joyous 
concurrence of his guests, indulged the company with 
the following morsel of melody ; 

Op all the birds on bush or tree. 

Commend me to the owd, 

Since he may best ensample be 
To those the cup that trowl. 

For when the sun hath left the west, 

He chooses the tree that he loves the best, 

And he whoops out his song, and he laughs at his 
jest, 

Then, though hours be late, and weather foul, 
We’ll drink to the health of the bonny, bonny owl 

The lark is hut a bumpkin fowd, 

He sleeps in his nest till morn ; 

But my blessing upon the jolly owl. 

That all night blows his horn. 

Then up with your cup till you stagger in speech, 
And match mo this catch, till you swagger and 
screech. 

And drink till you wink, my merry men each ; 

For, though hours be late, and weather be foul, 
We’ll drink to the health of the bonny, bonny owl. 

Chap. ii. 


(•2.)— SPEECH OF THE POUTER AT 
KENILV/ORTH. 

At the approach of the Queen, upon sight of 
whom, as struck by some heavenly vision, the gigam 






'I i 


I- .! 





SCOTT'S POETICAL WORKS. 


686 

tic wardfii* dropped bis club, resigned his keys, and 
gave open way to the Goddess of the night, and all 
her magnificent train/’ 

What stir, what turmoil, have we for the nones ? 
Stand back, my masters, or beware your bones I 
Sirs, I’m a warder, and no man of straw ; 

My voice keeps order, and my club gives law. 

Yet soft— nay stay— what vision have we here ? 
What dainty darling ’s this — what peerless peer 1 
W^faat loveliest face, that loving ranks enfold. 

Like brightest diamond chased in purest gold ? | 

Dazzled and blind, mine office I forsake, | 

My club, my key, my knee, my homage take. 

Bright paragon, pass on in joy and bliss ; — 

Beshrew the gate that opes not wide at such a sight 
as this P 

C!ux]p. XXX. 

(3.)— MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. iv. 

Not serve two masters \ — Here ’s a youth will try it — 
Would fain serve God, yet give the devil his due; 
Says grace before he doth a deed of villany, 

And returns his thanks devoutly when ’tis acted. 

Old Play. 

(2.)— Chap. v. 

^Ile was a man 

Versed in the world as pilot in his compass. 

The needle pointed ever to that intei’est 
Which was his loadstar, and he spread liis sails 
With vantage to the gale of others’ passion. 

Tlte Deceiver — a Tragedy. 

(3.)— Chap. vii. 

This is He 

Who rides on the court-gale; controls its tides; 
Knows ail their secret shoals and fatal eddies; 
Whose frown abases, and w'hose smile exalts. 

He shines like any rainbow — and, perchance. 

His colours are as transient. 

Old Play. 

(4.)— Chap. xiv. 

This is rare news thou tell’st me, my good fellow ; 
There are two bulls fierce battling on the green 
l^’or one fair heifer — if the one goes down, 

The dale will be more peaceful, and the herd. 
Which have small interest in their brulziement, 
May pasture there in peace. 

Old Play. 

(5.)— Chap. xvii. 

Well, then, our course is chosen ; spread the sail, — 
Heave oft the lead, and mark the soundings well ; 


Look to the helm, good master ; many a shoal 
Marks this stern coast, and rocks where sits the siren, 
Who, like ambition, lures men to their ruin. 

The Shipwredt. 

(6.)— Chap, xxiii. 

Now God be good to me in this wild pilgrimage ! 

All hope in human aid I cast behind me. 

Oh, who would be a woman ? who that fool, 

A weeping, pining, faithful, loving woman ? 

She hath hard measure still where she hopes kindest. 
And all her bounties only make ingrates. 

Lomh Pilgrimage. 

(7.)-~Chap. XXV. 

Hark ! the bells summon, and the bugle calls, 

But she the fairest answers not ; the tide 
Of nobles and of ladies throngs the halls, 

But she the loveliest must iu secret hide. 

What eyes were thine, proud Prince, which in the 
gleam 

Of yon gay meteors lost that better sense, 

That o’er the glow-worm doth the star esteem, 

And merit’s modest blush o’er couitly insolence % 

The Glass Slipper. 

(0.)— Chap, xxviii. 

What, man, ne’er lack a draught, when the full can 
Stands at thine elbow', and craves emptying !— 

Nay, fear not me, for I have no delight 
To watch men’s vices, since I have myself 
Of virtue nought to boast of.— I ’m a striker, 

Would have the world strike with me, pell-mell, all. 

, PandeBmonimn. 

(9.)— Chap. xxix. 

Now fare thee well, my master ! if true service 
Be guerdon’d with hard looks, e’en cut the tow-line, 
And let our barks across the pathless flood 
Hold different courses. 

Shipwreck. 

(10.) — Chap. xxx. 

Now bid the steeple rock — she comes, she comes I 
; Speak for us, bells ! speak for us, shrill- tengued 
tucketsl . 

Stand to the linstock, gunner ; let thy cannon 
Play such a pealy as if a Paynim foe 
Came stretch’d in turban’d ranks to storm the ranv. 
parts. 

We will have pageants too ; but that craves wit, 

And I’m a rough-hewn soldier. 

The Virgin-^Oimn, a Tragi-Comedif. 

(IL)— Chap, xxxii. 

The wisest sovereigns err like private men, 

And royal hand has sometimes laid the sword 


^ '* TMs is au imitation of Oascoigno’s verses, spoken by tbe 
Herculean porter, aa mentioned in tbe text [of the Novel.] 
Theoriginai may be found in the repubiicationof the Princely 


Pleasures of Kenilworth, by the same author, hi the 
of Kenilworth. Chiswick, 11J21. 
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Of clilvalry upon a worthless shoulder, 

Which better had been branded by the hangman. 
What then 1 Kings do their best, — and they and we 
Must answer for the intent, and not the event. 

Old Play, 

(12.)~~Chap, xxxni. 

Here stands the victim — there the proud betrayer, 
E"en as the hind pulFd down by strangling dogs 
Lies at the hunter’s feet, who courteous proffers 
To some high dame, the Dian of the clyase. 

To whom he looks for guerdon, bis sharp blade. 

To gash the sobbing throat. 

TJie Woodsman, 


High o’er the eastern steep the sun is beaming, 
And darkness flies with her deceitful shadows ; 

So truth j)revails o’er falsehood. 

* Old Play , 


dfrom ti)t f irate. 


(l.)—THE SONG OF THE TEMPEST. 

Norwegian invocation, still preserved in the 
Island of Unst, under the name of the Song of the 
Reim-kennar, though some call it the Song of the 
Tempest. The following is a free translation, it being 
impossible to render literally many of the elliptical 
and metaphorical terms of expression peculiar to the 
ancient Northern poetry:”— 


And she has struck to thee the topsail 
I That she had not veiPd to a royal armada : 

I Thou hast met the tower that bears its crest among 
I the clouds, 

1 The battled massive tower of the Jarl of former days. 
And the cope-stone of the turret 
Is lying upon its hospitable hearth j 
But thou too shall stoop, proud compeller of clouds, 
When thou hearest the voice of the Reim-kennar. 


There are verses that can stop the stag in the forest. 
Ay, and when the dark-col cur’d dog is opening on his 
track; 

Tliere are verses can make the wild haw'k pause on the 
■wing, 

Like the falcon that wears the hood and the jesses. 
And who knows the shnll whistle of the fowler. 

Thou who canst mock at the scream of the drowning 
mariner, 

And the crash of the ravaged forest. 

And the groan of the overwhelmed crowds, 

When the church bath fallen in the moment of prayer ; 
There are sounds w^hich thou also must list. 

When they are chanted by the voice of the lioim- 
kennar. 


Enough of woe hast thou wrought on the ocean, 

The widows wring their hands on the beach ; 

Enough of woe bast thou wrought on the land, 

The husbandman folds bis arms in despair; 

Cease thou the waving of thy pinions, 

! Let the ocean repose in her dark strength ; 

Cease thou the flashing of thine eye, 

Let the thuncferbolt sleep in the armoury of Odin ; 
Be thou still at my bidding, viewless racer of the uortli- 
western heaven,— 

Sleep thou at the voice of Norna the Reim-kennar, 


Stern eagle of the far north-west. 

Thou that bearest in tby grasp the thunderbolt, 

Thou whoso rushing pinions stir ocean to madness, 
Thou the destroyer of herds, thou the scatterer of 
navies, 

Amidst the scream of thy rage, 

Amidst the rushing of thy onward wings, 

Though thy scream be loud as the cry of a perishing 
nation, 

Though the rushing of thy wings be like the roar of 
ten thousand waves, 

Vet hear, in thine ire and thy haste, 

Hear thou the voice of the Rcim-kennar. 


Thou hast met the pine-trees of Drontheim, 

Their dark-green heads lie prostrate beside their up- 
rooted stems ; 

Thou hast met the rider of the ocean^ 

The tall, the strong bark of the fearless rover. 


Eagle of the far north-western waters. 

Thou hast heard the voice of the Reim-kcnnar, 

Thou hast closed thy wide sails at her bidding, 

And folded them in peace by thy side. 

My blessing be on thy retiring path ; 

When thou stoopest from thy place on high, 

Soft be tby slumbers in the caverns of the unknowm 
ocean, 

Rest till destiny shall again awaken thee ; 

Eagle of the north-w^est, thou hast heard the voice of 
the Reim-kennar, 

Clutp. Yl. 


(•2.)-CLAUD HALCRO’S SONG. 


Farewell to Northmaven, 
Grey Hills wickc, farewell i 
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To the eulnis of Ihy have«. 

The atorniR on tiiy fell — 

To each breeze that can yary 
The mood of thy main, 

And to thee, bonny Mary 1 
We meet not again I 

Farewell the wild ferry. 

Which Hacon conld brave. 

When the peaks of the Skerry 
Were white in the wave. 

There ’s a maid may look over 
These wild waves in vain, — - 
For the skiff of her lover — 

He comes not again ! 

The vows thoxi hast broke, 

On the wild currents fling them ; 

On the quicksand and rock 
Let the mermaidens sing them. 

New sweetness they'll give her 
Bewildering strain ; 

But there one who will never 
Believe them again. 

0 were there an island, 

Though ever so wild, 

Where woman could smile, and 
No man he beguiled — 

Too tempting a snare 
To poor mortals were given ; 

And the hope would fix there. 

That should anchor in heaven. 

C7iaj). xii. 


13.]— THE SONU OP HAROLD HARPAGER. 

The sun is rising dimly red. 

The wind is wailing low and dread; 

From his cliff the eagle sallies. 

Leaves the wolf his darksome valleys; 

In the mist the ravens hover, 

Peep the wild dogs from the cover, 
Screaming, croaking, haying, yelling, 

Each in his wild accents telling, 

Soon we feast on dead and dying, 
Fair-haiFd Harold’s flag is flying.” 

Many a crest on air is streaming, 

Many a helmet darkly gleaming, 

Many an arm the axe uproars, 

Doom’d to hew the xvood of spears. 

All along the crowded ranks 
Horses neigh and armour clanks ; 

Chiefs are shouting, clarions ringing, 

Louder still the bard is singing, 

^ Gather footmen, gather horsemen, 

To the field, ye valiant Norsemen ! 


" Halt yo not for food or slumber. 

View not vantage, count not number ; 

Jolly reapers, forward still. 

Grow the crop on valo or hill, 

Thick or scatter’d, stiff or lithe, 

It shall down before the scythe. 

Forward with your sickles bright. 

Reap the harvest of the fight. — 

Onward footmen, onward horsemen, 

To the charge ye gallant Norsemen ! 

Fataf Choosers of the Slaughter, 

O’er you hovers Odin’s daughter ; 

Hear the choice she spreads before — 
Victory, and wealth, and glory; 

Or old Valhalla’s roaring hail, 

Her ever-circling mead and ale, 

Where for eternity unite 
The joys of wassail and of fight. 

Headlong forward, foot and horsemen, 
Charge and fight, and die like Norsemen !”* 

OMp. XV, 


(4.)-SONG OP THE MERMAIDS AND 
MERMEN. 

MEEMAID. 

Fathoms deep beneath the wave, . 

Stringing beads of glistering pearl, 

Singing the achievements brave 
Of many an old Norwegian earl ; 

Dwelling where the tempest’s raving, 

Palls as light upon our ear, 

As the sigh of lover, craving 
Pity from his lady dear. 

Children of wild Thule, wo. 

From the deep eaves of the sea. 

As the lark springs from the lea,, 

Hither come, to share your glee. 

MERMAN. 

From reining of the water-horse, 

That hounded till the waves were foaming, 
Watching the infant tempest’s course, 

Chasing the sea-snake in his roaming ; 

From winding chai’ge-notes on the shell, 

When the huge whale and sword-fish duel. 
Or tolling shroudless seamen’s knell, 

When the winds and waves are cruel ; 
Children of wiki Thule, we 
Have plough’d such furrows on tho sea, 

As the steer draws on the loa, 

Aixd hither we come to share your glee. 

MERMAIBS AND MERMEN. 

V^^'e heard you in our twilight caves, 

A hundred fathom deep below, 

For notes of joy can pierce the waves, 

That drown sound of war and woe. 






LYRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 


Those who dwell beneath the sea 
Love the sons of Thule well ; 

Thus, to aid your mirth, bring we 
Dance, and song, and sounding shell. 
Children of dark Thule, know, 

Those who dwell by haaf and voe, 
Where your daring shallops row, 

Come to share the festal show. 


Chap. xvi. 


(5.)~NORNA’S SONG. 

Fob leagues along the watery way, 

Through gulf and stream ray course has been ; 

The billows know my Runic lay, 

And smooth their crests to silent green. 

The billows know my Runic lay, — 

The gulf grows smooth, the stream is still ; 

But human hearts, more wild than they, 

Know but the rule of wayward will. 

One hour is mine, in all the year, 

To tell my woes, — and one alone ; 

When gleams this magic lamp, ’tis here, — 
When dies the mystic light, Tis gone. 

Daughters of northern Magnus, hail 1 
The lamp is lit, the flame is clear, — 

To you 1 come to tell my tale, 

Awake, arise, my tale to hear ! 


Chap. xix. 


(fl.)-~CLAUD HALCRO AND NORNA. 

CLAUD HALCBO. 

Mother darksome, Mother dread ; 

Dweller on the Fitful-head, 

Thou canst see what deeds are done 
Under the never-setting sun. 

Look through sleet, and look through frost, 
Look to Greenland’s caves and coast, — 

By the ice-berg is a sail 
Chasing of the swarthy whale ; 

Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 

Tell us, has the good ship sped ? 


The thought of the aged is ever on gear,— 

On his fishing, his furrow', his flock, and his steer; 
But thrive may his fishing, flock, furrow, and herd, 
While the aged for anguish shall tear his grey beard. 
The ship, well-laden as bark need be, 

Lies deep in the furrow of the Iceland sea 
The breeze for Zetland blows fair and soft, 

And gaily the garland is fluttering aloft: 

Seven good fishes have spouted their last, 

And their jaw-bones are hanging to yard and mast ; 
Two are for Lerwick, and two for Kirkwall,— 
Three for Burgh Westra, the choicest of all. 


' CLAUl HALCRO. 
Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 
Dweller of the Fitful-head, 

Thou hast conn’d full many a rhyme. 
That lives upon the surge of time : 
Tell me, shall my lays be sung, 

Like Hacon’s of the golden tongue, 
Long after Halcro’s dead and gone ! 
Or, shall Hialtland’s minstrel owm 
One note to rival glorious John ? 


The infant loves the rattle’s noise ; 

Age, double childhood, hath its toys ; 

But different far the descant rings, 

As strikes a different hand the strings. 
The eagle mounts the polar sky— 

The Imber-goose, unskilFd to fly. 

Must be content to glide along, 

W^here seal and sea-dog list his song. 

CLAUD HALCRO. 

Be mine the Imber-goose to play, 

And haunt lone cave and silent bay ; 

The archer’s aim so shall I shun — 

So shall I ’scape the levell’d gun — 
Content my verses’ tuneless jingle, 

With Thule’s sounding tides to mingle, 
While, to the ear of w'ondering wiglit, 
Upon the distant headland’s height, 
Soften’d by murmur of the sea. 

The rude sounds seem like harmony 1 
* * * * 

Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 
Dweller of the Fitful-head, 

A gallant bark from far abroad, 

Saint Magnus hath her in his road, 
With guns and firelocks not a few— 

A silken and a scarlet crew. 

Deep stored with precious merchandise, 
Of gold, and goods of rare device— 
What interest hath our comrade bold 
In bark and crew, in goods and gold 1 


Gold is ruddy, fair, and free, 

Blood is crimson, and dark to sec ; — 

I look’d out on Saint Magnus Bay, 

And I saw a falcon that struck her prey,— 

A gobbet of flesh in her beak she bore, 

And talons and singles are dripping with gore ; — 
Let he that asks after them look on his hand, 
And if there is blood on’t, he’s one of their band. 

CLAUD HALCRO, 

Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 

Dw'eller of the Fitful-head, 

Well thou know’st it is thy task 
To tell what Beauty v^l not ask 


I'i ■ 


■■ 


SCOTTS POETICAL WORKS- 


690 

r.'i?n steep thy words in wine and milk, 

And weave a doom of gold and silk, — 

For wo would know, shall Brenda prove 
In love, and happy in her love ? 

NORNA. 

UntoiichM by love, the maiden’s breast 
Is like the snow on Kona’s crest, 

High seated in the middle sky, 

In bright and barren purity ; 

But by the sunbeam gently kiss’d, 

Scarce by the gazing eye ’tis miss’d, 

Ere, down the lonely valley stealing, 

Fresh grass and growtfh its course revealing, 

It cheers the flock, revives the flower, 

And decks some happy shepherd’s bower. 

MAGNUS TROIL. 

Mother speak, and do not tarry, 

Hero ’s a maiden fain would marry. 

Shall she marry, ay or not ? 

If she marry, what ’s her lot 1 

NORNA. 

Untouch’d by love, the maiden’s breast 
Is like the snow on Kona’s crest; 

So pure, so free from earthy dye, 

It seems, whilst leaning on the sky, 

Part of the heaven to which ’tis nigh ; 

But passion, like the wild March rain. 

May soil the wreath with many a stain. 

We gaze— the lovely vision ’s gone— 

A torrent fills the bed of stone. 

That hurrying to destraction’s shock, 

Leaps headlong from the lofty rock. 

Chap. xxi. 


(7.)-SONG OF THE ZETLAND FISHERMAN. 

While they were yet within hearing of the shore, 
they chanted an ancient Norse ditty, appropriate to 
the occasion, of which Claud Halcro had executed 
the following literal translation — 

Farewell, merry maidens, to song, and to laugh. 

For the brave lads of Westra are bound to the Haaf ; 
And we must have labour, and hunger, and pain, 

Ere we dance with the maids of Dmirossness again. 

For now, in our trim boats of Noroway deal, 

We must dance on the waves, with the porpoise and 
seal; 

The breeze it shall pipe, so it pipe not too high, 

And the gull be our songstress whene’er she flits by. 

Sing on, my brave bird, while we follow, like thee, 

By bank, shoal, and quicksand, the swarms of the sea ; 
And when twenty-score fishes are straining our line. 
Sing louder, brave bird, for their spoils shall be thine. 


We’ll sing while wo bait, and wg’II sing while wc haul . 
For the deeps of the Haaf have eiiouga for us ail : 
There is torsk for fhe gentle, and skate for the carle, 
And there’s wealth for bold Magnus, the son of the 
. earl. ■ ■ . . 

Huzza ! my brave comrades, give way for the Haaf, 
We shall sooner come back to the dance and the laugh ; 
For light without mirth is a lamp without oil ; 

Then, mirth and long life to the bold Magnus Troll I 

Chap. xxii. 


(8.)— CLEYELAND’S SONGS. 

■ 1 ... ■ 

Love wakes and weeps 
While Beauty sleeps ! 

O for Music’s softest numbers, 

To prompt a theme, 

For Beauty’s dream, 

Soft as the pillow of her slumbers ! 

2 . 

Through groves of palm 
Sigh gales of balm, 

Fire-flies on the air are wheeling ; 

While through the gloom 
Comes soft perfume, 

The distant beds of flow’ers revealing. 

■■■' 

0 wake and live ! 

No dream can give 
A shadow’d bliss, the real excelling ; 

No longer sleep, 

From lattice peep, 

And list the tale that Love is telling. 

Farewell ! Farewell ! the voice you hear, 

Has left its last soft tone with you, — 

Its next must join the seaw^ard cheer, 

And shout among the shouting crew. 

The accents which I scarce could form 
Beneath your frown’s controlling check, 

Must give the word, above the storm, 

To cut the mast, and clear the wreck. 

The timid eye I dared not raise, — 

The hand, that shook when press’d to thine, 

Must point the guns upon the chase — 

Must bid the deadly cutlass shine. 

To all I love, or hope, or fear, — 

Honour, or owm, a long adieu ! 

To all that life has soft and dear. 

Farewell I save memory of you I 


Chup. xxuL 
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(9.)— CLAUD HALCKO’S VERSES. 


(10.)— NOENA’S INCANTATIONS. 


And you shali deal tlie funeral dole 
Ay, deal it, mother mine. 

To weary body, and to heavy soul. 
The white bread and the wine. 


Champion, famed for warlike toil, 

Art thou silent, Kibolt Troil ? 

Sand, and dust, and pebbly stones. 
Are leaving bare thy giant bones. 
"Who dared touch the wild bear’s skin 
Ye slumber’d on, while life was in ? — 
A w'oman now', or babe, may come 
And cast the covering from thy tomb. 


And you shall deal my horses of prid: 

Ay, deal them, mother mine ; 

And you shall deal my lands so wide. 
And deal my castles nine. 


Yet be not wrathful, Cbiet^ nor bliglit 
Mine eyes or ears wth sound or sight 1 
I come not, with unhallow’d tread, 

To wake the slumbers of the dead, 

Or lay thy giant reliques bare ; 

But what I seek thou well canst spare. 

Be it to my hand allow’d 
To shear a merk’s weight from thy shroud 
Yet leave thee sheeted lead enough 
To shield thy bones from weather rough. 


But deal not vengeance for the deed, 

And deal not for the crime ; 

The body to its place, and the soul to Heaven’s 
grace, 

And the rest in God’s own time. 


Saint Magnus control thee, that martyr of treason ; 
Saint Ronan rebuke thee, with rhyme and with 


By the mass of Saint Martin, the might of Saint 
Mary,' i 

Be thou gone, or thy weird shall be worse if thou 
tarry! 

Jf of good, go hence and hallow thee ; — 

If of ill, let the earth swallow thee ; — 

If thou'rt of air, let the grey mist fohi thee ; — 

If of earth, let the swart mine hold thee ; — 

If a I^isic, seek thy ring ; — 

If a Nbde, seek thy spring ; — 

If on middle earth thou’st been 
Slave of sorrow, shame, and sin, 

Hast eat the bread of toil and strife, 

And dree’d the lot which men call life ; 

Begone to thy stone! for thy coffin is scant of 
thee, 

The worm, thy play-fellow, wails for the want of 
thee; 

Hence, houseless ghost ! let the earth hide thee, 

Till Michael shall blow the blast, see that there 
thou bide thee ! — 

Phantom, fly hence ! take the Cross for a token, 
Hence pass till Haiiowmaas !“-*my spell is spoken. 


See, I draw my magic knife — 

Never, while thou wert in life, 

Laidst thou still for sloth or fear, 

When point and edge were glittering near 
See, the cerements now I sever — 

Waken now, or sleep for ever ! 

Thou wilt not w’ake — the deed is done ! — 
The prize I sought is fairly won. 


Thanlcs, Ribolt, thanks, — for this the sea 
Shall smooth its ruffled crest for thee— 
And while afar its billows foam, 

Subside to peace near Ribolt’s tomb. 
Thanks, Eibolt, thanks — ^for this tho might 
Of vdld winds raging at their height, 
When to thy place of slumber nigh, 

Shall soften to a lullaby. 


She, the dame of doubt and dread, 
Norna of the Fitful-head, 

Mighty in her own despite, — 
Miserable in her might ; 

In despair and frenzy great, 

111 her greatness desolate ; 

Wisest, wickedest w'ho lives, — 
Well can keep the word she gives. 


Where corpse-light 
Dances bright, 

Be it by day or night, 

Be it by light or dark, 

There shall corpse lie stiff and stark. 


[at INTEEVIEW with MINNA.] 
Thou, so needful, yet so dread, 

With cloudy crest, and wing of red ; 
Thou, without whose genial breath 
The North would sleep the sleep of d?ath 
Who deign’st to warm the cottage hearth. 
Yet hurls proud palaces to earth, — 
Brightest, keenest of the Powers, 

Which form and I'ule this world of oure, 


Mensefui maiden ne’er should rise, 
Till the first beam tinge the skies ; 
Silk-fringed eyelids still should clos« 
Till the sun has kiss’d the rose ; 
Maiden’s foot we should not view, 
Mark’d with tiny print on dew, 

Till the opening flowerets sptread 
Carpet meet for beauty’s tread. 
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With my rhyme of Btmio, I 
Thank thes fop thy agency. 

Old, Rcimkennarj to thy art 
Mother Hertha sends her part; 

She, whose gracious bounty gives 
Needful food for all that lives. 

Prom the deep mine of the North 
Came the mystic metal forth. 

Doom’d amidst disjointed stones, 

Long to cere a champion’s hones, 

Disinhumed my charms to aid-— 

Mother Earth, my thanks are paid. 

Girdle of our islands dear. 

Element of Water, hear ! 

Thou whose power can overwhelm 
Broken mounds and ruin’d realm 
On the lowly Belgian strand ; 

All thy fiercest rage can never 
Of our soil a furlong sever 

From our rock-defended land ; 

Play then gently thou thy part, 

To assist old Norna’s art. 

Elements, each other greeting, 

Gifts and power attend your meeting i 

Thou, that over billows dark 
Safely send’st the fisher’s hark, — 

Giving him a path and motion 
Through the wilderness of ocean ; 

Thou, that when the billows brave ye. 

O’er the shelves canst drive the navy,— 

Didst thou chafe as one neglected. 

While thy brethren were respected ? 

To appease thee, see, I tear 
This full grasp of grizzled hair ; 

Oft thy breath hath through it sung, 

Softening to my magic tongue, — 

Now, ’tis thine to bid it fly 
Through the wide expanse of sky, 

’Mid the countless swarms to sail 
Of wild-fowl wheeling on thy gale ; 

Take thy portion and rejoice, — 

Spirit, thou hast heard my voice ! 

She wdio sits by haunted well, 

Is subject to the Nixies’ spell ; 

She who walks on lonely beach. 

To the Mermaid’s charmed speech ; 

She who walks round ring of green, 

Offends the peevish Fairy Queen; 

And she who takes rest in the Dwarfie’s cave, 

A weary weird of woe shall have. 

By ring, by spring, by cave, by shore, 

Minna Troil has braved all this and more ; 

And yet hath the root of her sorrow and ill, 

A source that ’s more deep and more mystical 
still. — 


Thou art within a demon’s hold, 

More wise than Heims, more strong than TrolLd 
No siren sings so sweet as he, — 

No fay springs lighter on the lea ; 

No elfin power hath half the ar 
To soothe, to move, to wring the heart, — 
Life-blood from the cheek to drain. 

Drench the eye, and dry the vein. 

Maiden, ere we farther go, 

Dost thou note me, ay or no ? 

MINNA.' 

I mark thee, my mother, both word, look, and 
sign; 

Speak on with thy riddle — to read it be mine. 
NOKNA. 

Mark me I for the word I speak 
Shall bring the colour to thy cheek. 

This leaden heart, so light of cost, 

The symbol of a treasure lost, 

Thou shalt wear in hope and in peace, 

That the cause of your sickness and sorrow may 
When crimson foot meets crimson hand [cease, 
In the Martyr’s Aisle, and in Orkney land.— 

Be patient, be patient ; for Patience hath power 
To ward us in danger, like mantle in shower ; 

A fairy gift you best may hold 

In a chain of fairy gold ;— » 

The chain and. the gift are each a true token, 

That not without warrant old Norna has spoken ; 
But thy nearest and dearest must never behold 
them. 

Till time shall accomplish the truths I have toldtbem. 

Chap, xxviii. 


(ll.)-BRYCE SNAILSFOOT’S ADYERTISE- 
MENT. 

Poor sinners whom the snake deceives, 

Are fain to cover them with leaves. 

^[etland hath no leaves, ’tis true, 

Because that trees are none, or few; 

But we have flax and taits of woo’. 

For linen cloth and wadmaal blue ; 

And we have many of foreign knacks 
Of finer waft, than woo’ or flax. 

Ye gallanty Lambmas lads appear. 

And bring your Lambmas sisters here, 

Bryce Snailsfoot spares not cost or care, 

To pleasure every gentle pair, 

Chap,xxyii\ 


(12.)— MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. ii. 

’Tis not alone the scene — the man, Ansolmo, 
The man finds' sympathies in these wild wastes, 
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And roughly tumbling seas, which fairer views 
And smoother waves deny him, 

Anckid Drama. 

(2.)— Chap. vn. 

She does no work by halves, yon raving ocean ; 
Engiilphing those she strangles, her wild womb 
Affords the mariners whom she hath dealt on, 

Their death at once, and sepulchre. 

Old Play. 

(3.)— Chap. IX. 

This is a gentle trader, and a prudent — 

He ’s no Autolyeus, to blear your eye, 

■With quips of worldly gauds and gamesomeness ; 
But seasons all his glittering merchandise 
With wholesome doctrine suited to the use, 

As men sauce goose with sage and rosemary. 

Old Play. 

(4.)— Chap. XI. 

— — —All your ancient customs, 

And long-descended usages, I’ll change. 

Ye shall not eat, nor drink, nor speak, nor move, 
Think, look, or walk, as ye w'ere w^ont to do ; 

Even your marriage-beds shall know mutation ; 
The bride shall have the stock, the groom the 
w^all ; 

For all old practice will I turn and change, 

And call it reformation — marry, will I ! 

^Tis Even that we^re at Odds. 

(5.)— Chap. xiv. 

We’ll keep our customs— what is law itself, 

But old establish’d custom ? What religion, 

(I mean, with one-half of the men that use it,) 
Save the good use and wont that carries them 
To worship how and where their fathers wor- 
shipp’dl 

All things resolve in custom— we’ll keep ours. 

Old Play. 

(6.)~Chap. XX v. 

1 do love these ancient ruins ! 

We never tread upon them but we set 
Our foot upon some reverend history. 

And questionless, here in this open court, 

(Which now lies naked to the injuries 
Of stormy weather,) some men lie intend’d, 

Loved the Church so well, and gave so largely to it, 
They thought it should have canopied their bones 
Till doomsday ; — but all things have their end — 
Churches and cities, which have diseases like to 
men, 

Must have like death which we have. 

Duchess of Mal/y. 

(7.)— Chap. xxix. 

See yonder woman, whom our swains revere, 

And dread in secret, while they take her counsel 


Wlien sweetheart shall be kind, or when cross 
dame shall die ; 

Where lurks the thief who stole the silver tankard, 
And how the pestilent murrain may be cured ; — 
This sage adviser ’s mad, stark mad, my friend ; 
Yet, in her madness, hath tlie art and cunning 
To wring fools’ secrets from their inmost bosoms. 
And pay inquirers with the coin they gave her. 

Old Play. 

(8.)— Chap. xxx. 

What ho, my jovial mates ! come on ! we’ll frolic it 
Like fairies frisking in the merry moonshine, 

Seen by the curtal friar, who, from some christening, 
Or some blithe bridal, hies belated cell-ward — 

He starts, and changes his bold bottle swagger 
To churchman’s pace professional, — and, ransack- 
ing 

His treacherous memory for some holy h^mn, 
Finds but the roundel of the midnight catch. 

Old Play. 

(9.)— Chap, xxxii. 

I strive like to the vessel in the* tide-way, 

Which, lacking favouring breeze, hath not the 
power 

To stem the pow^ei’ful current. — Even so. 
Resolving daily to forsake my vices, 

Habit, strong circumstance, renew’d temptation. 
Sweep me to sea again.— 0 heavenly breath, 

Fill thou my sails, and aid fhe feeble vessel. 
Which ne’er can reach the blessed port without 
thee ! 

’77s Odds ivhen Evens meet. 
(10.)— Chap. XXX nr , 

Parental love, my friend, has power o’er wisdom, 
And is the charm, which, like the falconer’s lure, 
Can bring from heaven the highest soaring spirits.— 
So, when famed Prosper doff’d his magic robe. 

It was Miranda pluck’d it from his shoulders. 

Old Play, 

(11.)— Chap. XXXIV, 

Hark to the insult loud, the bitter sneer, 

The fierce threat answering to the brutal jeer; 

Oaths fly like pistol-shots, and vengeful words 
Clash with each other like conflicting swords.- — 

The robber’s quarrel by such sounds is shown, 

And true men have some chance to gain their own. 

Captivity, a Poem. 

(12.)— Chap, xxxvii. 

Over the mountains and under the wavon. 

Over the fountains and under the graves, 

Over floods that are deepest, 

Which Neptune obey. 

Over rocks that are steepest, 

Love wull find put the way. 

Old Sang. 
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On «Fttr£t£ iStnuntato Suit.' 


IBSJ. 


UN Ettrick Forest^s mountains dun, 

’Tis blithe to hear the sportsman’s gun, 

And seek the heath-frequenting brood 
Par through the noonday solitude ; 

By many a cairn and trenched mound. 

Where chiefs of yore sleep lone and sound, 
And springs, where grey-hair’d shepherds tell, 
That still the fairies love to dwell. 

Along the silver streams of Tweed, 

’Tis blithe the mimic dy to load, 

When to the hook the salmon springs. 

And the lino whistles through the rings ; 

The boiling edtiy see bim try, 

Then dashing from the current high, 

Till watchful eye and cautious hand 
Have led his wasted strength to land. 

’Tis blithe along the midnight tide, 

With stalwart arm the boat to guide ; 

On high the dazzling blaze to rear, 

And heedful plunge the barbed spear; 

Rock, wood, and scaur, emerging bright, ' 
Fling on the stream their ruddy light, 

And from the bank our band appears 
Like Genii, arm’d with fiery spears.^ 

’Tis blithe at eve to tell the tale, 

How we succeed, and how we fail, 

Whether at Alywn'’s ^ lordly meal, 

Or lowlier board of Ashestiel 
While the gay tapers cheerly shine, 

Bickers the fire, and flows the wine— 

Days free from thought, and nights from care, 
My blessing on the Forest fair ! 


to tfjo 


1822. 


Enchantress, farewell, who so oft has decoy’d me, 
At the close of the evening through woodlands to 
roam. 


1 Written after a week’s shooting and fishing, in which the 
poet had been engaged witii some friends. The reader may 
«oe these verses set to music in Mr. Thomson’s Scottish Melo- 
dies for 1822. 

2 the famous salmon-spearing scene in Guy Mannering. 

Nevds^ vol. iil, p. 259-63. 

3 Alwi/n, the seat of the Lord Souierville ; now, alas I un- 


Wliere the forester, lafced, with wonder espied me, 
Explore the wild scenes ho was quitting for home. 
Farewell, and take with tlieo thy numbers wild speak- 

The language alternate of rapture and woe : 

Oh! none but some lover, whoso heart-strings are 
breaking, 

The pang that I feel at our parting can know. 

Each joy thou couldst double, and when there came 
. ^sorrow, : ■ 

Or pale disappointment to darken my way, 

What voice was like thine, that could sing of to-mor- 
, row,; ^ . , 

Till forgot in the strain was the grief of to-day ! 
But when friends drop around us in life’s -weary 
■ waning, ; 

The grief. Queen of Numbers, thou canst not as- 
suage ; 

Nor the gradual estrangement of those yet remaining. 
The languor of pain, and the chill ness (,}f age. 

’Twas thou that once taught me, in accents bewailing, 
To sing how a warrior lay stretcli’d on the plain, 
And a maiden hung o’er him with aid unavailing, 
And held to his lips the cold goblet in vain ; 

As vain thy enchantments, 0 Queen of wild Numbers, 
To a bard when the reign of his fancy is o’er, 

And the quick pulse of feeling in apathy slumbers— 
Farewell, then, Enchantress ! I meet thee no more ! 


■ CfK 0f 

A\n-~’‘‘ The 3Ia:M (]f Ma,** 

WRITTEN FOR MR. GEORGE THOMSON’S SCOTTISH 
MELODIES. ■ 


1822. 


Oh, Maid of Isla, from the clifl’, 

That looks on troubled wave and sky. 
Dost thou not see yon little skiff 
Contend with ocean gallantly ? 

Now beating ’gainst the breeze and surge, 
And steep’d her ieew’ard deck in foam, 
Why does she war unequal urge I — 

Oh, Isla’s maid, she seiiks her home. 


tenanted, by the lamented dc-atli of that kind and hoHpitabfe 
nobleman, the author’s nearent neighbour and intimate fricmL 
Lord S. died in February 1819. 

^ Admlidy the poet’s residence at that time. 

6 Written, during illness, for Mr. Thomson’s Scottish Col 
lection, and first published in 1822, united to an air composed 
by George Kinloeh of Kinloch, Esq. 
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Oh, Isla’s maid, yon sea-bird raark^ 
ilor whito wing gleams through mist and spray, 
Against the stonu-eloiul, lowering dark, 

As to the rock slio wheels aw^ay 
Where clouds are dark and billows rave, 

"Why to the shelter should she come 
Of cliff, exposed to wind and wave ?-— 

Oh, maid of Isla, ’tis her homel 

As breeze and tide to yonder skiff, 

Thon’rt adverse to the suit I bring. 

And cold as is yon W'intry cliff, 

^Yhere sea-birds close their wearied wing. 

Yet cold as rock, unkind as wave, 

Still, IshYs maid, to thee I come; 

For in thy love, or in his grave, 

Must Allan Vouricli find his home. 


She ’s skirling frae the Castle-hxll ; 

The Carline’s voice is grown sae shrill, 

Ye ’ll hear her at the danon-mill— * 

Carle, now the King ’s come 1 

“ Up, bairnsi” she cries, ** baith grit and sina’, 
And busk ye for the weapon-sliaw I 
Stand by me, and we ’ll bang them a’ — 

Carle, now the IGng ’s come ! 

Gome from Newbattle’s ancient spires, 

Bauld Lotbian, with your knights and squires, 
And match the mettle of your sires— 

Carle, now the lung ’s come ! 

You ’re welcome hame, my Montagu ! 

Bring in your hand the young Buccleueli ; 

I ’m missing some that I may rue — 

Carle, now the King’s come ! ^ 


C«rl«r, unto t'p corncA 


BEING NEW WORDS TO AN AULD SPRING. 


The news has down frae mouth to mouth, 
The North for anee has bang’d the South ; 
The deil a Scotsman’s die o’ drouth, 

Carle, BOW the King’s come ! 


Carle, now* the King ’s come ! 

Carle, now the King ’s come ! 

Thou shalt dance, and I will sing, 
Carle, now the King ’s come I 

Auld England held him lang and fast ; 

And Ireland had a joyfu’ cast ; 

But Scotland’s turn is come at last — 

Carle, now the King ’s come I 

Auld Reekie, in her rokelay grey, 

Thought never to have seen the day; 

He ’s been a weary time away— 

But, Carle, now the King’s come ! 


Come, Haddington, the kind and gay, 

You ’ve graced my causeway mony a day ; 

I ’ll weep the cause if you should stay— 

Carle, now the King ’s come I ® 

Come, premier Duke,^ and carry doun 
Frae yonder craig^ his ancient croun ; 

It ’s had a lang sleep and a soun’ — 

But, Carle, now the King ’s come 1 

“ Come, Athole, from the hill and wood, 
Bring down your clansmen like a clud ; 
Come, Morton, show the Douglas’ blood, — ® 
Carle, now the King ’s come I 

" Come, Tweeddale, tnie as sword to sheath; 
Come, Hopetoun, fear’d on fields of death ; 
Come, Clerk,7 and give your bugle breath; 
Carle, now the King ’s come 1 

Come, Weinyss, who modest merit aids ; 
Come, Rosebery, from Dalmeny shades ; 
Breadalbane, bring your belted plaids; 

Carle, now the King’s come I 

« Come, stately Niddrie, auld and true, 

Girt with the sword that Minden knew ; 

We have o’er few such lairds as you — 

Carle, now the King 's come 1 


1 This imitation of an obi Jacobite ditty was written on the 
appearance, in the Frith of Forth, of the fleet which conveyed 
his aiujesty King George the Fourth to Scotland, in August 
ia23 ; and was published as a broadside. 

2 Lord Montagu, uncle and guardian to the young Duke of 
Buccleuch, placed his Grace’s residence of Dalkeith at his Ma- 
jesty’s disposal during hia visit to Scotland. 

3 Charles, the tenth Farl of Haddington, died in 182J1. 

4 Tlio Duke of Hamilton, as Earl of Angus, carried the an- 
cient royal crown of Scotland on horseback in King George’s 
procession, from Holyrood to the Castle. 


6 The Castle. 

6 MS.— “Come, Athole, from your hills and woods. 

Bring down your Hielandmen in duds, 

With bannet, brogue, and tartan duds.” 

7 Sir George Clerk of Pennycuik, Bart. The Baron of FenuT” 
cuik is bound by hia tenure, whenever the King comes to F din 
burgh, to receive him at the Harestone (in which the standard 
Of James IV. was erected when his army cncamned on the 
Borouahmuir, before his fatal cypedition to England,) now 
built into the park- wall at the end cf Tlpportin Lone, noortv^e 
Boroughmuir-head; and, standing thereon, to give three blasts 
or a bora. 
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Ring Arthur ’s grown a common crier, 
He's heard in Fife and fjxr Caiitirey>— 

^ Fie, lads, behold my crest of fire I ’ ^ 

Carle, now the King 's come 1 

“ Saint Abb roars out, ^ I see him pass, 
Between Tantallon and the Bass 1 ' 

Calton, get out your keeking-glass— 

Carle, now the King 's come F’ 

I'he Carline stopp’d ; and, sure l am, 

For very glee had ta’en a dwam, 

But Oman ® help’d her to a dram»— 

Cogie, now the King 's come I 

CJogie, now the King ’s come ! 
Cogie, now the King ’s come ! 

I’se be fou’ and yo's be toom,^ 
Cogie, now the King 's come ! 


CARLE, NOW THE KINC’S COME. 


PART SECOND. 


A Hawick gill of mountain dew, 

Heised up Auld Reekie’s heart, I trow, 

It minded her of Waterloo— 

Carle, now the King ’s come I 

Again I heard her summons swell, 

For, sic a dirdum and a yell, 

It drown’d Saint Giles's Joning bell — 

Carle, now the lOng ’s come ! 

My trusty Provost, tried and tight, 

Stand forward for the Good Town’s right, 
There ’s waur than you been made a knight — ^ 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 


1 MS.—" Brave Artlmr Scat ’s a story higher ; 

Saint Abbe is shouting to Kintire,— 

‘Yon lion, light up a crest of fire.’ ” 

As seen from the west, the ridge of Arthur’s Seat bears a 
marked resemblance to a lion couchant. 

2 Mr. Oman, landlord of the Waterloo Hotel. 3 Empty. 
The Lord Provost had the agreeable surprise to hear his 

health proposed, at the civic banquet given to George IV. in 
the Parliament-House, as " Sir William Arbuthnot, Bart.” 

6 The Blue Blanket is the standard of the incorijorated 
trades of Edinburgh, and is kept by their convener, "at whose 
appearance therewith,” observes Maitland, " ’tis said, that not 
only the artificers of Edinburgli are obliged to repair to it, but 
all the artificers or craftsmen within Scotland are bound to fol- 
lowit, and fight under the convenerof Edinburgh as aforesaid.” 
According to au old tradition, this standard was used in the 
Holy Wars by a body of crusading citi 2 ens of Edinburgh, and 
was the first that was planted on the walls of Jerusalem, when 
that citjy was stormed by the Christian army under the famous 
Godfrey. But the real history of it seems to bb this;— James 
m , a prince who had virtues which the rude age in which he 


" My rcverencl Clergy, look yc say 
The best of thanksgiviugs ye ha’a, 

And warstle for a aimtjy day— 

Carle, now the King ’s comf 1 

" My Doctors, look that you agree, 

Cure a’ the town without a fee ; 

My Lawyers, din na pike a plea— 

Carle, now the King ’s come ! 

Come forth each sturdy Burgher’s bairn, 
That dints on wood or clanks on aim, 

That fires the o’en, or winds the pirn— 
Caide, now the King ’s come l 

" Come forward with the Blanket Blue,-' 
Your sires were loyal men and true, 

As Scotlancrs foenien oft might rue — 

Caide, now the King ’s come 1 

Scots downa loop, and rin, and rave. 
We’re steady folks and something grave, 
We’ll keei> the causeway firm and brave — 
Carle, now the King ’s come I 

Sir Thomas,® thunder from your rock,? 
Till Pentland dinnles wi’ the shock, 

And lace wi’ fire my snood o’ smoke— 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 

Melville, bring out your bands of blue, 
A’ Louden lads, baith stout and true, 
With Elcho, Hope, and Cockburn, too — ® 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 

And you, who on yon bluidy bi’aes 
CompelFd the vanquish’d Despot’s praise, 
Rank out — rank out — my gallant Greys—® 
Carle, now the King ’s come % 

Cock o’ the North, my Huntly bra’, 
Where are you with the, Forty-twa'P® 


lived could not appreciate, having been detained for nine 
months in the Castle of Edinburgh by his factious nobles, wiia 
relieved by the citizens of Edinburgh, vidio assaulted tho 
castle and took it by surprise; on which occasion Jame.s pre- 
sented the citizens with this banner, " with a power to display 
tho same in defence of their king, cauntry, and their own 
rights.”— JVtfie to tkk stanza in the " Account of the Klnfs 
Visit f &c. fivo. 1H2Z 

6 Sir Thomas Bradford, then commander of tho forces in 
Scotland. 7 Edinburgh Castle. 

8 Lord Melville was colonel of the Mid-Lothian Yeomanry 
Cavalry : Sir John flope of I‘inkio, Bart., Major ; and Robert 
Cockbui’ii, Esq., and Lord Elcho, wore captain .sin the same 
corps, to which Sir 'Walter Scott had Ibrmcrly helongod- 

8 The Scots Greys, headed by their gallant colonel, General 
Sir James Stewart of Coltncss, Bart., were on dtUy at Edin- 
burgh during the King’s visit. Bonaparte’s exclamation at 
Waterloo is well known: "Cos beaux chevaux; gria, comme 
ils travaillent!” 

10 Marquis of Huntly, wlm since became the last Duke of 
Gordon, was colonel of the 42d Rt^dment, and died in ItlSd. 
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Ah ! wae’s my heart that ye’re awa’ — 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 


But towers shall stand till Time’s away— 
Carle, now the King ’s cornel 


But yonder come my canty Celts, 

With durk and pistols at their belts, 

Thank Grod, we’ve still some plaids and kilts- 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 

^ Itord, how the pibrochs groan and yell ! 
MacdonnelFs ^ ta’en the field himsell, 
Macleod comes branking o’er the fell — 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 

Bend up your how each Archer spark. 
For you’re to guard him light and dark; 
Faith, lads, for ance ye’ve hit the mark-— 
Carle, now the King ’s come ; 


" I’ll show him wit, I’ll show him lair, 
And gallant lads and lasses fair. 

And what wad Mnd heart wish for mair % - 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 

Step out, Sir John,5 of projects rife, 
•Come win the thanks of an auld wife, 

And bring him health and length of life — 
Carle, now the King ’s come I ” 


dfrom 

Cl)e jfortunrs of 


Young Errol, ° take the sword of state, 
The sceptre, Panie-Morarchate 
Knight Mareschal/ see ye clear the gate- 
Carle, now the King ’s come ! 


MOTTOES 


Kind cummer, Leith, ye’ve been mis-set, 
But dinna be upon the fret — 

Ye’se hae the handsel of him yet, 

Carle, now the King ’s come I 


(1.)— Chap. i. 

Now Scot and English are agreed, 

And Saunders hastes to cross the Tweed, 

YTiere, such the splendours that attend him, 

His very mother scarce had ken’d Mm. 

His metamorphosis behold, 

From G-lasgow freeze to cloth of gold ; 

His back-sword, with the iron-hilt, 

To rapier, fairly hatch’d and gilt ; 

Was ever seen a gallant braver I 
His very bonnet’s grown a beaver. 

Reformation^ 


My daughters, come with een sae blue, 
Your garlands w^eave, your blossoms strew 
He ne’er saw fairer flowers than you — 

Carle, now the King ’s come ! 


" What shall we do for the propine 

We xised to offer something fine, 

But ne’er a groat’s in pouch of mine — 
Carle, now the King ’s come 1 


(2.)-Chap. II. 

This, sir, is one among the Seignory, 

Has wealth at will, and will to use his wealth, 

And wit to increase it. Marry, his worst folly 
Lies in a thriftless sort of charity, 

That goes a-gadding sometimes after objects. 
Which wise men will not see when thrust upon them. 

The Old Couple. 


Deil care — for that Fse never start, 
We’ll welcome him with Highland heart 
Whate’er we have he’s get a part — 

Carle, now the King ’s come I 


I’ll show him mason- work this day- 
Nan e of your bricks of Babel clay, 


laud, was permitted to act as deputy for his mother in that 
honourable office. After obtaining Ms Majesty’s permission 
to depart for Bunrobm Castle, his place was supplied by the 
Honourable John M. Stuart, second son of the Earl of Moray. 


t Colonel Ronuldson Macdonell of Glengarry— who died in 
January, 1{]28. 

2 The Earl of Errol is hereditary Lord High-Constable of 
Scotland. 


* The Author’s friend and relation, the late Sir Alexander 
Keith, of Dunottar and Eavelstone. 

5 MS.—** Eise up, Sir John, of projects rife, 

And wuss him health and length of life, 

And win the thanks of an auld wife.” 


3 In njore correct Gaelic orthography, Banamhorar-Cfiat, 
or the Great Lady, (literally J'l’WrrZc Xord of the Chattel) the 
Celtic title of the Countess of Sutherland. “ Evin unto this 
day, theeountrey of Sutherland is yet called Cattey, the inha- 
bitants Catteigb, and the Earl ofSutherland Morweir Cattey, 
in old Scottish or Irish ; which language the inhabitants of 
this countroy doe still use.”— Goudon’s Gmealogiml Historitof 
the Karts of Sathct'Iand, p. 18. It was determined by his Ma- 
jesty, that the right of carrying the sceptre lay with this noble 
family; and Lord Francis Leveson Gower, (now Egerton,} 
eecend sou of the Countess (afterwards Duchess) of Suther- 


Tlie Right Honourable Sir John Sinclair, Bart, author or 
“ The Code of Health and Longevity,” &c, &:c.,— the well- 
known patron and projecter of national and patriotic plans and 
improvements innumerable, died 21st December 1835, in his 
eighty-second year.— Ed. 
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V.S.)— Chap. iv. 

Ay, sir, tlie cloiitcHl alioe hath ofttimos craft in’t. 

As says the rustic proverb ; and your citizen, 
lii’s grogram suit, gold chain, and well-bl ach’d shoes. 
Bears under his flat cap ofttimes a brain 
Wiser than burns beneath the cap and feather, 

Or seethes within tlio statesman’s velvet nightcap. 

Read me mf Riddle. 

(4.)— Chap. v. ^ 

Wherefore come ye not to court? 

Certain ’tis the rarest sport ; 

There are silks and jewels glistening, 

Prattling fools and wise men listening, 

Bullies among brave men justling, 

Beggars amongst nobles bustling ; 

LoW"brcath’d talkers, minion lispers, 

Cutting honest throats by whispers; 

Wherefore come ye not to court? 

Skelton swears Tis glorious sp<u*t. 

^kellon 

(5.)-— Chap. VI. 

(), J do know him— ’tis the mouldy lemon 
Which our court wits will wet their lips withal, 
When they would sariec their honied conversation 
With somewhat sharper flavour. — Marry, sir, 

That virtue’s wellnigh left him— all the juice 
That was so sharp and poignant, is squeezed out ; 
While the poor rind, although as soui' as ever, 

Must season soon the draft' wo give our grunters, 
For two-legg’d things are weary on’t. 

Th Chamherlain — A Comdy. 

(6.)— Chap, vii. 

Things needful we have thought on ; but the thing 
Of all most needful — that which Scripture terms, 
As if alone it merited regard, 
llie ONE thing needful— that ’s yet unconsider’d. 

Tlie Chamberlain. 

(7.)— Chap. yiii. 

Ah ! mark the matron well — and laugh not, Harry, 
At her old steeple-hat and velvet guard — 

I’ve call’d her like the ear of Dionysius ; 

I mean that ear-fonn’d vault, built o’er the dungeon. 
To catch the groans and discontented murmurs 
Of his poor bondsmen.— Even so doth Martha 
Drink up, for her own purpose, all that passes, 

Or is supposed to pass, in this wide city — 

She can retail it too, if that her profit 
Shall call on her to do so ; and retail it 
For your advantage, so that you can make 
Your profit jump with hers. 

The Conspiracy. 

(fi.)— C hap. x. 

Bid not thy fortune troll upon the wheels 
Of yonder dancing cubs of mottled bone ; 

And drown it not, like Egypt’s royal harlot, 


Dissolving her rich peari in the brimm'’d wine-cup 
’These are the arts, Lothario, wiiieh shrink acres 
Into brief yards— bring sterling pounds to farthings, 
Credit to infamy ; and the poor gull, 

Who might have lived an honour’d, easy life, 

To ruin, and an unregarded grave. 

The Changes. 

(9.)— Chap. xii. 

This is the very barn-yard, 

"Where muster daily the prime cocks o’ the game, 
Buffie their pinions, crow till they are hoarse, 

And spar about a barleycorn. Here, too, chickens. 
The callow, unfledged brood of forward folly, 
Learn first to rear the crest, and aim the spur, 

And tunc their note like full-plumed Chanticleer. 

Tlie Bear Gardc.n. 

(10.)— Chap. xiii. 

Let the proud salmon gorge the feather’d book, 
Then strike, and tlien you have him. — He will wince ; 
Spin out your lino that it shall whistle from you 
Some twenty yards or so, yet you shall have him — 
Marry ! you must have patience— the stout rock 
Which is his trust, hath edges something sharp ; 
And the deep pool hath ooze and sludge enough 
To mar your fishing — ’le.ss you are more careful. 

Albion or the Double Kings. 

(11.)— Chap. xvi. 

Give way — give way — I must and will have justice. 
And tell me not of privilege and place ; 

Where I am injured, there 111 sue redress. 

Look to it, every one who bars my access ; 

I have a heart to feel the injury, 

A hand to right myself, and, by my honour, 

That hand shall grasp what grey-heard Law denies 
me. 

The Chambcrlam. 
(12.)— Chap, xvii. 

Come hither, young one — Mark me ! Thou art novs 
’Mongst men o’ the sword, that live by reputation 
More than by constant income — Single-suited 
They are, I grant you ; yet each single suit 
Maintains, on the rough guess, a thousand followers— 
And they be men, who, hazarding their all, 

Needful apparel, necessary income, 

And human body, and immortal soul, 

Do in the very deed but hazard nothing — 

So strictly is that all bound in reversion ; 

Clothes to the broker, income to the iLsurcr, — 

And body to disease, and soul to the foul fiend : 
Who laughs to see Soldadocs and fooladoes, 

Play better than himself his game on earth. 

Tlie Mokoch 

(13.)— Chap. xvin. 

Mother, What! dazzled bya flash of Cupid’s mirror, 
With which the boy, as mortal urchins wont, 
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Flings back tne sunbeam in tne eye of passengers — 
Then laughs to see them stumble ! 

Daughter. Mother I no — ■ 

It was a lightning-flash -which dazzled me, 

And never shall these eyes see true ngalu. 

Beef and Puddiuy.’^Aii Old English Comedy. 

(14.)— Chap. XIX. 

By this good light, a wench of matchless mettle ! 
This wei’e a leaguer-lass to love a soldier, 

I’o bind hivS wounds, and kiss his bloody brow, 

And sing a roundel as she help’d to arm him, 
Though the rough foeman’s drums were beat so 
nigh, 

They seem’d to bear the burden. 

Old Play. 


(20.) — Chap. xxvi. 

Give us good voyage, gentle stream — we stun not 
Thy sober ear with sounds of revelry ; 

Wake not the slumbering echoes of thy banks 
With voice of flute ami horn — we do but seek 
On the broad pathway of thy sw’-elimg bosom 
To.glide.in silent safety. , 

The Dmhk Bridfd. 


,(2L)-rCHA:p. .xxvn, 

Tliia -way lie safety ami' a siire retreat ; 

Yonder lie danger, shame, and punishment. 
Most welcome danger then— -Nay, let me say, 
Though spoke' with swelling heart — welcome e’ 
shame; ' . ■ ' 

And welcome punishment— for, call me guilty, 

I do but pay the tax that ’s due to Justice ; 

And call me guiltless, then that punishment 
Is shame to those alone who do inflict it. 

Tlie Tribuml. 


(15.)— Chap. XX. : 

Credit mo, friend, it hath been ever thus, 

Bince the ark rested on Mount Ararat. 

False man hath sworn, and woman hath believed— 
Repented and reproach’d, and then believed once 
more. , Tim New World. 


(22.)— Chap. XXIX. 

How fares the man on whom good men would look 
With eyes where scorn and censure combated, 

But that kind Christian love hath taught the les 


(IG.) — Chap, xxl 

Rove not from pole to pole — the man lives here 
Whose razor’s only equalFd by his beer ; 

And wdicre, in cither sense, the cockney-put 
May, if he pleases, get confounded cut. 

Oil the Sign of an A lehomc kept by a Barber. 

(17.) — Chap. xxii. 

Chance will not do the work— Chance sends t 
breeze ; 

But if th<^ pilot slumber at the helm, 

The very wind that wafts us towards the port 
May dash us on tixe shelves.— The •steersman’s pi 
is vigilance, 

Blow it or rough or smooth. 

Old Play . 


That they who merit most contempt and hate. 
Do most deserve our pity- Old PI 


(23.) — Chap. xxxi. 

Marry, come up, sir, with your gentle blood ! 

Here ’s a red stream beneath this coarse blue 
doublet, 

That warms the heart as kindly as if drawn 
From the far source of old Assyrian kings, 

Who first made mankind subject to their sway. 

Old Play, 


(24.)— Chap., XXXV. 

We are not w'orse at once — the course of evil 
Begins so slowly, and from such slight source. 

An infant’s hand might stem its breach with clay ; 
But let the stream get deeper, and philosophy— 
Ay, and religion too,— shall strive in vain 
To turn the headlong torrent. _ 


(18.) — Chap. xxiv. 

This is the time — Heaven’s maiden-sentinel 
Hath quitted her high watch— the lesser spangles 
Are paling one by one ; give me the ladder 
And the short lever— bid Anthony 
Keep 'with his carabine the wicket-gate ; 

And do thou bare thy knife and follow me, 

P’or we will in and do it— darkness like this 
Is dawning of our fortunes. 

Old Play, 


(19.) — Chap., XXV. 

Death finds us ’mid our playthings— snatches us, 
As .a cross nurse might do a wayward child, 
From all our toys and baubles.. His, rough call. 
Unlooses all our favourite ties on earth; 

And well if they are.sucli as may' be answer’d • 

In yonder world, 'where all is judged of tnily. 

Old Play, 


■' MOTTOES. 

.(E)— Ohap. II. , 

Why then, we will have bellowing of beeves, 
Broaching :of barrels, Brandishing of spigots; 


J -W. ..... . .W 
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Blood sliali flow freely^ but it shall bo gore 
Of herds and floebs, and venison and poultry, 

Join’d to the brave heart’s-blood of John-a-Barley- 
coml 0/d 

(2.)— Chap. iv. 

No, sir,— I will not pledge — I’m one of those 
Who think good wine needs neither bush nor preface 
To make it welcome. If you doubt my word. 

Fill the quart-cup, and see if I will choke on’t. 

Old Play* 

(3.)— Chap. vi. 

You shall have no worse prison than my chamber, 
Nor jailer than myself 

Tfie Captain* 

(4.)— CnAi>. XVI. 

Ascasto. Can she not speak ? 

Oswald. If speech be only in accented sounds, 
Framed by the tongue and lips, the maiden’s dumb ; 
But if by quick and apprehensive look, 

By motion, sign, and glance, to give each meaning, 
Express as clothed in language, be term’d speech. 
She hath that wondrous faculty ; for her eyes, 

Like the bright stars of heaven, can hold discourse, 
Though it be mute and soundless. 

Old Play* 

(S.)— Chap. xvii. 

This is a love meeting! See the maiden mourns, 
And the sad suitor bends his looks on earth. 
There’s more hath pass’d between them than belongs 
To Love’s sweet sorrows. 

Old Play* 

(S.)— Chap. xix. 

Now, hoist the anchor, mates— and let the sails 
Give their broad bosom to the buxom wind. 

Like lass that W’oes a lover. 

Amnymous, 

(7.)— Chap. xxii. 

He w^as a fellow in a peasant’s garb ; 

Yet one could censure you a woodcock’s carving, 
Like any courtier at tlie ordinary. 

TIw Ordinary* 

(8.)— Chap. xxiv. 

We meet, as men see phantoms in a dream, 

Which glide and sigh, and sign, and move their lips, 
But make no sound •, or, if they utter voice, 

’Tis but a low and undistinguish’d moaning, 

Which has nor word nor sense of utter’d sound. 

TM Chhfiain* 

(9..)— Chap, xxv. 

The course of human life is changeful still 
As is ths Qckle wind and wandering rill ; 


Or, like the light dance which the wild-breeze 
wmves , , , ' ■ , ' 

Amidst the faded race of fallen leaves ; 

Which, now its breath bears down, now tosses 
high, 

Beats to the earth, or wafts to middle sky. 

Such, and so varied, the precarious play 
Of fate with man, frail tenant of a day ! 

Anonymous* 

(10.)— Chap, xxvi. 

Necessity — thou best of peacemakers, 

As well as surest prompter of invention — 

Help us to composition I 

Anoriymous. 

(11.)— Chap. xxvn. 

This is some creature of the elements 

i hlost like your sea-guii. He can wheel and whistle 
' His screaming song, e’en when the storm is loudest— 

' Take for his sheeted couch the restless foam 
Of the wild wave-crest — slumber in the calm, 

And dally with the storm. Yet ’tis a gull, 

An arrant gull, with all this. 

27i0 Chieftain* 

(12.) — Chap. xxxr. 

I fear the devil worst when gown and cassock, 

Or, in the lack of them, old Calvin’s cloak, 

Conceals his cloven hoof. 

Anonymous* 

(13.) — Chap, xxxiii. 

I ’Tis the black ban-dog of our jail — Pray look on him, 
I But at a wary distance — rouse him not — 

He bays not till he worries. 

The Btach Dog of Neiogaie* 

(14.) — Chap, xxxvrii. 

“ Speak not of niceness, when there’s chance of 
wreck,” 

The captain said, as ladies writhed their neck 
, To see the dying dolphin flap the deck: 

“ If we go down, on us these gentry sup ; 

We dine upon them, if we haul them up. 

Wise men applaud us when we eat the eaters, 

As the devil laughs when keen folks cheat the cheat- 
pJiQ Sea V oyage. 

(IS.) — Chap, xl, 

Contentions fierce, 

Ardent, and dire, spring from no petty cause. 

Alhiou* 

(16.) — Chap, xliii. 

He came amongst them like a new-raised spirit, 

To speak of dreadful judgments that impend, 

And of the wrath to come. 

The Reformer* 




Which parents, guardians, and advisers, lend him, 
That he may look through them on lands and man* 
sions, 

On jewels, gold, and all such rich donations, 

And see their value ten times magnified ? — 
Methinks ’twill brook a question. 

The, Miseries of Enforced Marria^ik 

(2.) — Ghap. xii. 

This is a lecturer so skill’d in policy. 

That (no disparagement to Satan’s cunning) 

He well might read a lesson to the devil, 

And teach the old seducer new temptations. 

Old Play. 

(3.) — Ghap. xiv. 

I see thee yet, fair France — thou favour’d land 
Of art and nature^ — thou art still before me ; 

Thy sons, to whom their labour is a sport, 

So well thy grateftil soil returns its tribute ; 

Thy sun-burnt daughters, with their laughing 
eyes 

And glossy raven-locks. But, favour’d France, 
Thou hast had many a tale of woe to tell. 

In ancient times as now. 

Anonymous. 


(U.) — Chap, xliv. 

And some for safety took the dreadful leap ; 

Some for the voice of Heaven seem’d calling on them 
Some for advancement, or for lucre’s sake — 

I leap’d in frolic. 

The Dream. 


(18.) — Chap. xlv. 

High feasting was there there — the gilded roofs 
Rung to the wassail-health — the dancer’s step 
Sprung to the chord responsive — the gay gamester 
To fate’s disposal flung his heap of gold. 

And laugh’d alike when it increased or lessen’d : 
Such virtue hath court-air to teach us patience 
Which schoolmen preach in vain. 

Why come ye not to Court ? 

(19.) — Chap. xlvi. 

Here stand I tight and trim, 

Quick of eye, though little of limb ; 

He who denieth the word 1 have spoken, 

Betwixt him and me shall lances be broken. 

Zay of the Little John de SainirL 


(4.)—- Chap. xv. 

He was a son of Egypt, as he told me, 

And one descended from those dread magicians, 
Who waged rash war, when Israel dwelt in 
Goshen, 

With Israel and her Prophet— matching rod 
With his the sons of Levi’s— and encountering 
Jehovah’s miracles with incantations, 

Till upon Egypt came the avenging Angel, 

And those proud sages wept for their first-born, 
As wept the unletter’d peasant. 

Amnymom. 

(5,)— Chap, xxiv 

Rescue or none, Sir Elnight, I am your captive^ 
Deal with me what your nobleness suggests — 
Thinking the chance of war may one day place 
you 

Where I must now he reckon’d— i’ the roll 
Of melancholy prisoners. 

Anonymom. 


#rom OlurntUT BiirUjarti 


(1.)— SONG— COUNTY GUY 


Ah 1 County Guy, the hour is nigh, 

The sun has left the lea, 

The orange flower perfumes the bower, 
The breeze is on the sea. 

The lark, his lay who thrill’d all day, 

Sits hush’d his partner nigh ; 

Breeze, bird, and flower, confess the hour, 
But where is County Guy ? 


The village maid steals through the shade, 
Her shepherd’s suit to hear; 

To beauty shy, by lattice high, 

Sings high-born Cavalier, 

The star of Love, all stars above. 

Now reigns o’er earth and sky ; 

And high and low the influence know — 
But where is County Guy! 


(6.)— Chap. xxT. 

No human quality is so -well wove 

In warp and woof, but there’s some flaw in it ; 

I’ve known a brave man fly a shepherd’s cur, 

A wise man so demean him, drivelling idiocy 
Had well nigh been ashamed on’t. For your 
crafty, 

Your worldly-wise man, he, above the rest, 
Weaves his own snares so fine, he’s often caught in 
them. 

Old Phy. 


(2.)— MOTTOES, 


(I.)— Chap. xr. 

Painters show Cupid blind— Hath Hymen eyes! 
Ur is his sight wai'p’d by those spectacles 
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XXVI. 

When Princes meet, astrologers may mark it 
An ominous conjunction, full of "boding, 

Like that of Mars with Saturn. 

Old Flay. 

(8.) — Chap. xxix. 

Thy time is not yet out — the devil thou servest 
Has net as yet deserted thee. He aids 
The friends who drudge for him, as the blind man 
"W’as aided by the guide, who lent his shoulder 
0*er rough and smooth, until he reach’d the brink 
Of the fell precipice — then hurl’d him downward. 

Old Play. 


Or brawlers with their swords— ITi trust to thee. 
For I ask only from thee wwds, not deeds. 

The Devil hath met his MaicL 

(4.) — Chap. xi. 

Nearest of blood should still be next in love ; 

And when I see these happy children plajing, 
While Wil^ gathers flowers for Ellen’s ringlets. 
And Ellen dresses flies for "W’^illiam’s angle, 

I scarce can think, that in advancing life. 
Coldness, unkindness, interest, or suspicioii, 

Will e’er divide that unity so sacred, 

Which Nature bound at birth. 

Anoitj/mous. 



(9.) — Chap. xxx. 

Our counsels waver like the unsteady bark, 

That reels amid the strife of meeting currents. 

Old Flay. 

(Id.) — Chap. xxxi. 

Hold fast thy truth, young soldier. — Gentle maiden, 
Keep you your promise plight — leave age its subtle- 
ties, 

And grey-hair’d policy its maze of falsehood ; 

But he you candid as the morning sky, 

Ere the high sun sucks vapoui^ up to stain it. 

The Tried. 


18‘i3. 


MOTTOES. 

(1.) — Chap, il — The Guest. 

Quis novus Me hospes? 

Dido ap^id VirgUium. 

CITm-maid I— The Gemman in the front parlour! 

Boots’s free Trandation oftlte Eimki. 

(2.) — Chap. in. 


(5.) — Cn.^p. xxin. 

Oh 1 you would be a vestal maid, I warrant. 

The bride of Heaven— Come— we may shake your 
purpose : 

For here I bring In band a jolly suitor 
Hath ta’en degrees in the seven sciences 
That ladies love best— He is young and nobler 
Handsome and valiant, guy and rich, and liberal. 

■■ The Nu tu ; 

(6.) — Chap, xxxii. 

It comes — it wrings me in my parting hour, 

The long-hid crime— the well-disguised guilt. 
Bring me some holy priest to lay the spectre ! 

Old Flay. 

(7.) — Chap. xxxv. 

Sedd post equUem atra cura 

Still though the headlong cavalier, 

O’er rough and smooth, in wild career, 

Seems racing with the wind ; 

His sad companion— ghastly pale, 

And darksome as a widow’s veil, 

Care — keeps her seat behind. 

iJorace.' 

(8.) — Chap, xxxviii. 

What sheeted ghost is wandering through the 
storm ? 

For never did a maid of middle earth 
Choose such a time or spot to vent her sorrows. 

Old Flay. 


jTrom Eonan’sJ SSBtll. 


There must be government in all society — 

Bees have their Queen, and stag herds have their 
leader ; 

Rome had her Consuls, Athens had her Archons, 
And W’‘e, sir, have our Managing Committee* 

77ie Album of St. Romm. 


(S.)— Chap. x. 

Come, let me have thy counsel, for 1 need it ; 
Thou art of those, who better help their friends 
With sfage advice, than usurers with gold. 


(9.) — Chap, xxxix. 

Here come we to our close — for that which 
. follows 

Is hut the tale of dull, unvaried misery. 

Steep crags and headlong lins may court the 
pencil 

like sudden haps, dark plots, and strange adven- 
tures ; 

But who would paint the dull and fog-wTapt moor, 
In its long tract of sterile desalation ? 




Old Flay. 
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j His diet too acid, his temper too sour, 

Little Ritson came out with his two volumes more.*’ 
But one volume, my friends, one volume more, 
We’li dine on roast-heef and print one voluiii© 
more. ^ 




VII. 

The stout Gothic yeditur, next on the roll,* 

With his beard like a brush end as black as a coal j 
And honest Greysteel® that was true to the core, 
Lent their hearts and their hands each to one volume 
more. 

One volume more, &e. 


Asisist rue, vc friends of Old Books and Old Wine, 
To sing in the praises of sage Bannatyne, 

Who left such a treasure of old Scottish lore 
As enables each ago to print one volume more. 

One volume more, my friends, one volume more, 
We^l ransack old Banny for one volume more. 


VIIL 

Since by these sinsrle chaTnoions what wonders were 
done, 

What may not be achieved by our Thirty and One ? 
Law, Gospel, and Commerce, we count in our corps. 
And the Trade and the Press join for one volume more 
One volume more, 


And first, Allan Ramsay, was eager to glean 
From Bannatync’s Ilortw his bright Evergreen ; 
Two light little volumes (intended for four) 

Still leave us the task to print one volume more. 

One volume more, &c. 


His ways were not ours, for he cared not a pin 
How much he left out, or how much he put in; 
The truth of the reading ho thought was a bore, 
So this accurate age calls for one volume more. 

One volume more, &;c. 


Ancient libels and contraband books, I assure ye, 
We’ll print as secure from Exchequer or Jury ; 
Then hear your Committee and let them count o’er 
The CMels they intend in their three volumes more. 

Three volumes more, &;c. 


Correct and sagacious, then came niy Lord Halles, 
And weigh’d every letter in critical scales. 

But left out sonic brief words, which the prudish ab- 


They’ll produce you King Jamie, the sapient and Sext, 
And the Rob of Dumblane and her Bishops comenext f 
Orjo tome miscellaneous they’ll add to your store, 
Resolving next year to print four volumes more. 

Four volumes more, my friends, four volumes 
more; 

Pay down your subscriptions for four volumes 
more. 


And castrated Baimy in one volume more. 

One volume more, my friends, one volume more ; 
We’ll restore Banny’s manhood in one volume 
more. 


This dab was instituted in the year 1822, for the pablica 
tion or reprint of rare and curiouB works connected with the 
history and antiquities of Scotland. It consisted, at first, of 
a very few members,— gradually extended to one hundred, 
at which number it has now made a final pause. They as* 
same the name of the Bannatyne Club from George Banna- 
tyne, of whom little is known beyond that prodigious effort 
which produced his present honours, and is, perhaps, one of 
the most singular instances of its kind which the literature of 
any country exhibits. His labours as an amanuensis were 
undertaken during the time of pestilence, in 1568. The dread 
of infection had induced him to retire into solitude, and un- 
der such circumstances he had the energy to form and exo 


John I’inkerton next, and I’m truly concern’d 
I can’t call that worthy so candid as learn’d ; 
fXe rail’d at the plaid and blasphemed the claymore. 
And set Scots by the ears in his one volume more. 
One volume more, my friends, one volume more, 
Celt and Goth shall be pleased with one volume 
more. 


As bitter as gall, and as sharp as a razor, 
And feeding on herbs as a Nebuchadnezzar 


i Sir Walter Scott was the first President of the Club, and 
wrote these verses for the auniversary dinner of March, 1823. 
Ir'i/e, vol. vii., p. 1.37. 


of Pinkerton, Ritson, and Herd, dec. in the Introductory Re^ 
marks on Popular Poetry, ante,, p. 537, et seq, 

4 James Sibbald, editor of Scottish Poetry, &c. The Yedi- 
tur,” was the name given him by the late Lord F.ldin, then 
Mr. John Clerk, advocate. The description of him here is 
very accurate. 

5 David Herd, editor of Songs and Historical Ballads. 2 
vols. He was called Greysteel by his intimates, from having 
been long in unsuccessful quest of the romance of that name. 


2 In accordance with his own regimen, Mr. Ritson publish- 
ed a volume entitled, “ An Essay on Abstinence from Ani- 
mal Food as a Moral Duty. 3802.” 


::;tw an account of the Metrical Antiquarian Researcho 
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cnte the plan of saving the literature of the whole nation You, perhaps, may observe that one Lionel Bergiier, 
and, undisturhed by the general mourning- for the dead, and defence of onr blunder appears a stout axguer: 
general fears of the living, to devote himself to the task of length I have settled, I hope, all these 

collectingandrecordingtlietriumphsofhuman genius in the, 

lioetrv of his age and country ;-thus, amid the wreck of all ciaucrs, ^ 

that was mortal, employing himself in preserving the lays by By a TOict in the papers— fine place for such matters, 
-which immortality is at once given to others, and obtained for I have, therefore, to make it for once my command, 
the writer himself. He informs tts of some of the numerous gjj*^ 

difficulties be had to contend with in this self-imposed task, »j<hat my sudeson shall leave the whole thing in my 

The volume containing his labours, deposited in the Library h tid sir 

of the Facultvof Advocates at Edinburgh, is no less than nana,s , ^ -r 

eight hundred" x>ages in length, and. very neatly and closely And by ho means accomplish what James says you 

written, containing nearly all the ancient poetry of Scotland threaten, 

now known to exist Some banter in Blackwood to claim your dog-Latin. 

This Caledonian association, which boasts several names of j Various reasons of weight, on my word, sir, 
disUnction, both from rank and talent, has assumed rather a pronouncing a step of this sort were absurd, sir— 
broader foundation than the parent society, the Roxburghe v ®. * . .. j • • ’ 

Club in London, which, in its plan, being restricted to the Firstly, erudite sir, twas against your advising 
reprinting of single tracts, each executed at the expense of I adopted the lines this monstrosity lies in ; 
an individual member, it follows as almost a necessary conse- p^j. you modestly hinted my English translation 
qnence, that no volume of considerable size has emanated ■^ould become better far such a dignihed station, 
from it, and its rauso has boou thus far limited iu point of iu God’s name, would my bacon be 

utility. The Bannatyne, holding the same system With respect ^ ^ 

to the ordinary species of dub reprints, levies, moreover, a saved, 

fund among its members of about L.f>00 a-year, expressly to By not having writ what I clearly engraved ? 
be applied for the editing and printing of works of acknow- Qn the contrary, I, on the whole, think it better 
lodged importance, and likely to be attended with expense whipped as the thief, than his lousy resetter, 

heyond tta reasonablo bouuds of an contribu- you perceive that I don’t care a boddla 

tion. In this way either a member of the Club, or a compe- . ^ r. Jr ^ x. n * 

tent person under its patronage, superintends a particular Although fifty false metres were dung at my noddle, 
volume, or set of volumes. Upon these occasions, a very mo- For my hack is as broad and as hard s.s Benlomon^s, 
derate number of copies are thrown off for general sale ; and And I treat as I please both the Greeks and the Ro 
those belonging to the Club are only distinguished from the mans* 

ottmm by being printed on the ,mper. and ornamented ttith heathens Plight rather look serious 

the decorations, peculiar to the Society. In this way several , .ei • j j? -i. i • 

useful and eminently valuable works have recently been ^ their drum from the senbe of Valenus. 

given to the public for the first time, or at least with a degree And, fourthly and lastly— -it is my good pleasure 
sf accuracy and authenticity which they bad never before To remain the sole source of that murderous measure, 
attained. — Abridged from tfte Qua/rierlg Beview Art. Pit- gQ p^-Q fatwriA voluntas — be tractile, 
aanit Andmt Crfminof TnOs. I'dmiary, 1831. Invade not, I say, my own dear little dactyl ; 

If you do, you’ll occasion a breach in our intercourse; 

To-morrow will see me in town for the winter-course, 

But not at your door, at the usual hour, sir, 

My own pye-house daughter’s good prog to devour, sir. 
C0 S* Ergo— peace I— on your duty, your squeamishness 

throttle, 

ON THE CO3JIP0SITI0N OF maida’s EPITAPH. And we’ll soothe Priscian’s spleen wnth a canny third 

bottle. 

■ A fig for ail dactyls, a fig for all spondees, 

A fig for all dunces and dominie Grundys ; 

A fig for dry thrappies, south, north, east, and west, 


Maid® Marmorea dermis sub imagine Maida! 

Ad januam domini sit tifai terra levis.” 

See Life (f Scott, vol. vii., pp. 275—281. 

“ Dear John,— I some time ago wrote to inform Ms 
Fat worsMp ofjuces, misprinted for dormis; 

But that several Southrons assured me^thejanmm 
Was a twitch to both ears of Ass Priscian’s cranium. 


Speates and raxes ^ ere five for a famishing guest, sir ; 
And as Fatsman^ and I have some topics for haver, 
he’ll 

Be invited, I hope, to meet me and Dame Peveril, 
Upon whom, to say nothing of Oury and Anne, you a 
Dog shall be deemed if you fasten youi Janm. 


1 There is an excellent story (but too long for quotation} in 
the Memoire of the Somervilles (vol. i. p. 240) about an old Lord 
of that family, who, when he wished preparations to be made 
for high feasting at his Castle of Cowthally, used to send on a 
billet inscribed with this laconic xihrase, “ Speates and o'axesf 
i. e, spits and ranges. Upon one occasion, Lady Somerville 
(being newly married, and not yet skilled iu her husband’s ' 
hieroglyphics) read the mandates as and jacks, and sent 


forth 200 armed horsemen, whose appearance on the moors 
greatly alarmed Lord Somerville and his guest, who happened 
to be no less a person than King James III.— See Scott’s 
Miscellaneous Prose, vol. xxii. p. 312. 

2 Fatsman was one of Mr. James Ballantyne's many aliases. 
Another (to which Constable mostly adhered) was Mr. 
** Basketfill ’’—an allusion to the celebrated printer Baaker- 
ville. 
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aWPRESSED to MONSIEtlB ALEXANDRE, I THE CELE* 
BRATED VENTRILOQUIST. 


Op yore, in old England, it was not thought good 
To carry two visages under one hood ; 

What should folk say to yow? who have faces such 
plenty. 

That from under one hood, you last night show’d us 
twenty! 

Stand forth, arch deceiver, and tell us in truth, 

Are you handsome or ugly, in age or in youth ? 

Man, woman, or child — a dog or a mouse ? 

Or are you, at once, each live thing in the house 1 
Each live thing, did I ask % — each dead implement, too, 
A work-shop in your person, — saw, chisel, and screw ! 
Above all, are you one individual ? I know 
You must be at least Alexandre and Co. 

But I think you^re a troop — an assemblage — a mob, 
And that I, as the Sheriff, should take up the Job ; 
And instead of rehearsing your wonders in verse, 
Must read you the Riot- Act, and bid you disperse. 
Abbotsford, 23d April.^ 


TO THE DRAMA POUNDED ON ST. RONAN’S WELL.” 


Afier tlm play^ tlm following humorous address (as- 
cribed to an eminent literary character}) was spohen 
with infinite ejf&i by Mr, Madeay in the character of 
Meg Dodds.” — Edinburgh WeeMy Journal, MhJum, 
1824. 

1 Wtim Blonsimr AlexandrCt the celebrated ventriloquist, 
was in Scotland, in 1824, he paid a visit to Abbotsford, where he 
entertained his distinguished host, and the other visiters, with 
his unrivalled imitations. Next morning, when he was about 
to depart. Sir Walter felt a good deal embarrassed as to the 
sort of acknowledgment he should offer i but at length, resolv- 
ing that it would probably be most agreeable to the young 
foreigner to be paid in professional coin, if in any, he stepped 
aside for a few minutes, and, on returning, presented him with 
this epigram. The reader need hardly be rmmded that Sir 
Walter Scott held the office of Sheriff of the county (fSeMrJef* 
i—Scotch newspaper, 1830. 

2 The lines, with this date, appeared in the Edinburgh An- 
nual Register of 1824. 

3 James Laing was one of the Depute-Clerks of the city of 
Edinburgh, and in his official connexion with the Police and 
the Council-Chamber, his name was a constant terror to evil- 
doers. He died in February, 1806. 

4 The Watch-hoie. 

5 The Tolbooth of Edinburgh, The Heart of Hid-Lotlnan, 
was pulled down in 1817. 

« The ancient Town Guard. The reduced remnant of this 
body of police was finally disbaniod in 1817 


' Enter Meg Dodds, mdrded by a crowd of unruly boys, 
whom a town^s-offic^ is drwing of. 

That’s right, friend — drive the gaitlings back. 

And lend yon rauckle ane a whack ; 

Your Embro’ bairns are grown a pack, 

Sae proud and saucy. 

They scarce will let an auld wife walk 
Upon your causey. 

I’ve seen the day they ■would been scaur’d, 

“Wi’ the Tolbooth, or wi’ the Gruard, 

Or maybe wud hae some regard 

For Jamie Daing — ® 

The Water-hole^ was right weel wared 
On sic a gang. 

But whar’s the gude Tolbooth^ gane now ? 

Whar’s the auld Claught,® wi’ red and blue ? 
Whar’s Jamie Laing I and whar’s John Doo ? ^ 

And wbar’s the Weigh-house 
Deil hae’t I see but what is new, 

Except the Playhouse ! 

Yoursells are changed frae head to heel, 

There’s some that gar the causeway reel 
With clasliing hufe and rattling wheel, 

And horses canterin’, 

Wha’s fathers daunder’d hame as weel 
Wi’ lass and lantern. 

Mysell being in the public line, 

I look for ho-wfs I kenn’d lang syne, 

Whar gentles used to drink gude wine, 

And eat cheap dinners ; 

But deil a soul gangs there to dine, 

Of saints or sinners ! 

Fortune’s® and HunterV^ gane, alas ! 

And Bayle’s^^ is lost in empty space ; 

7 John Doo, or Dhu— a tenlfic-looMug and high-spirited 
member of the Town Guard, and of whom there is a print by 
Kay, etched in 1784. 

8 The W eigh-House, situated at the head of the West Bow, 
Lawnmarket, and which had long been looked upon as an en- 
cumbrance to the street, was demolished in order to make 
way for the royal procession to the Castle, which took place 
on the 22d of August, 1822. 

9 Fortune’s Tavern— a house on the west side of the Old 
Stamp Office Close, High Street, and which was, in the early 
part of the last century, the mansion of the Earl of Eglin- 
toun.— The Lord High Commissioner to the General Assem- 
bly of the day held his levees and dinners in this tavern, 

- 10 Hunter’s— another once much-frequented tavern, in Wri- 

ter’s Court, Royal Exchange. 

Bayle’s Tavern and Cofieehouse, originally on the North 
Bridge, east side, afterwards in Shakspeare Square, but re- 
moved to admit of the opening of Waterloo Place. Such was 
the dignified character of this house, that the waiter always 
appeared in full dress, and nohody was admitted who had not 
1 a white neckcloth— then considered an indispensable znsiq* 
nium of a gentleman. 

■ 2ir. ■ 


' ' ‘ ''v ,1 V‘/^ *■' ,•»>' "' ' ■ ' ‘ ^ f ‘ ^ - ■ , i A;^; i>s 
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Jjid now if folk would splice a brace, 

Or crack a bottle, . 

They gang to a new-fangled place 
They ca’ a Hottle. 

The deevil hottle them for Meg I 
They are sae greedy and aae gleg. 

That if ye’re served but wi’ an egg, 

(And that’s puir pickin’,) 

In comes a chiel and makes a leg, 

And charges chicken I 

And wha may ye be,” gin ye speer. 

That brings your auld-warld clavers here I ” 
Troth, if there’s onybody near 

That kens the roads, 

I’ll hand ye Burgundy to beer, 

He kens Meg Dodds. 

I came a piece frae west o’ Currie ; 

And, rince I see you’re in a hurry, 

Your patience I’ll nae langer worry. 

But be sae crouse 

As speak a word for ane Will Murray,^ 

That keeps this house* 

Plays are auld-fasMon’d things, in truth, 

And ye’ve seen wonders mair uncouth ; 

Yet actors ^ouldna suffer drouth. 

Or want of dramoek, 

Although they spedk but wi’ their mouth, 

Not with their stamock. 

But ye tak care of a’ folk’s pantry ; 

And surely to hae stooden sentry 
Ower this big house, (that’s far frae rent-free,) 
For alone sister. 

Is claims as gude’s to be a ventri — 

How’st ca’d—loquister. 

Weel, sirs, gude’en, and have a care, 

The bairns mak fun o’ Meg nae mair ; 

For gin they do, she tells you fair, 

And without failzie, 

As sure sver ye sit there, 

She’ll tell the Bailie. 




1824. 


The sages™-for authority, pray look 
Seneca’s morals, or the copy-book — 


1 Mr. William Murray became manager of the Edinburgh 
Theatre in 181& 

, * I recovered the above Vfith some difficulty. I believe it 


The sages to disparage woman’s power. 

Say, beauty is a fair, but fading flower j-— 

1 cannot tell — I’ve small philosophy — 

Yet, if it fades, it does not surely die, 

But, like the violet, when decay’d in bloom, 
Survives through many a year in rich perfume. 
Witness our theme to-night, two ages gone, 

A third wane^ fast, since Mary fill’d the throne. 
Brief was her bloom, with scarce one sunny day, 
’Twixt Pinkie’s field and fatal Fotheringay: 

But when, while Scottish hearts and blood you 
■ ■ boast, 

Shall sympathy with Mary’s woes be lost ? 

O’er Mary’s mem’ry the leam’d quarrel. 

By Mary’s grave the poet plants his laurel, 

Time’s echo, old tradition, makes her name 
The constant burden of his fault’ring theme ; 

In each old hall his grey-hair’d heralds tell 
Of Mary’s picture, and of Mary’s cell, 

And show — ^my fingers tingle at the thought — 

The loads of tapestry which that poor Queen 
wrought, 

In vain did fate bestow a double dower 
Of ev’ry ill that waits on rank and pow’r, 

Of ev’ry ill on beauty that attends — 

False ministers, false lovers, and false friends. 

Spite of three wedlocks so completely curst, 

They rose in ill from bad to worse, and worst, 

In spite of errors— I dare not say more. 

For Duncan Targe lays hand on Ms claymore. 

In spite of all, however, humours vary, 

There is a talisman in that word Mary, 

That unto Scottish bosoms all and some 
Is found the genuine open sesamumi 
In history, ballad, poetry, or novel. 

It charms alike the castle and the hovel. 

Even you — forgive me — who, demure and shy, . 
Gorge not each bait, nor stir at every fly, 

Must rise to this, else in her ancient' reign 
The Kose of Scotland has survived in vain. •' 


jTrem ^rbgauntlet. 


1824. 


It was but three nights ago, that, worn out 
by the uniformity of my confinement, I had manifest- 
ed more symptoms of despondence than I had before 
exhibited, which I conceive may have attracted the 
attention of the domestics, through whom the cir- 
cumstance might transpire. On the next morning, 
the following lines lay on my table ; but how conveyed 


was never spoken, but written for some play, afterwards with- 
drawn, in wbicb Mrs. H. Siddona was to have spoken it in the 
character of Queen M&xy”'— Extract from a Letter <f Hir 
Waiter Scott to Mr. ComtaMe, 22d October » 1824. 
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there, I cannot tell. The hand in which they are 
written is a heantifnl Italian manuscript .” — Dairm 
taiwmr's Journal^ Chap, x. 


(2.)-.SONa— THE TRUTH OF WOMAH 


Woman’s fadth, and woman’s trust-^ 
Write the characters in dust ; 

Stamp them on the running stream, 
Print them on the moon’s pale beam. 
And each evanescent letter 
Shall be clearer, firmer, better. 

And more permanent, I ween, 

Than the thing those letters mean. 


As lords their labourers’ hire delay. 

Fate quits our toil with hopes to come, 
Which, if far short of present pay, 

Still owns a debt and names a sum. 


Quit not the pledge, frail sufferer, then, 
Although a distant date be given ; 
Despair is treason towards man. 

And blasphemy to Heaven. 


I have strain’d the spider’s thread 
’Gainst the promise of a maid ; 

I have weigh’d a grain of sand 
’Gainst her plight of heart and hand j 
I told my true love of the token. 

How her faith proved light, and her word was 
broken : 

Again her word and truth she plight. 

And I believed them again ere night. 

Chap, XX. 


from Cfee 33etrotl)eti 


{1.)— SONG-^SOLDIER WAKE. 


Soldier, wake—the day is peeping, 
Honour ne’er was won in sleeping, 
Never when the sunbeams still 
Lay unreflected on the hill : 

’Tis when they are glinted back 
From axe and armour, spear and jack, 
That they promise future story 
Many a page of deathless glory. 

Shields that ai*e the foeman’s terror, 
Ever are the morning’s mirror. 


(3.)— SONG— I ASKED OF MY HARP. 


« The minstrel took from his side a rote, and 

striking, from time to time, a Welsh descant, sung at 
others a lay, of which we can offer only a few frag- 
ments, literally translated from the ancient language 
in which' they were chanted, premising that they are 
in that excursive symbolical style of poetry, which 
Taliessin, Llewarch, Hen, and other hards, had de- 
rived perhaps from the time of the Druids.” 


I ask’d of my harp, Who hath injured thy chords ? ” 
And she replied, “ The crooked finger, which I mocked 
in my tune,” 

A blade of silver maybe bended — a blade of steel 
abideth— 

Kindness fadeth away, but vengeance endure th. 


Arm and up — the morning beam 
Hath call’d the rustic to his team, 

Hath call’d the falc’ner to the lake, 
Hath call’d the huntsman to the brake; 
The early student ponders o’er 
His dusty tomes of ancient lore. 

Soldier, wake — thy harvest, fame ; 

Thy study, conquest ; war, thy game. 
Shield, that would be foeman’s terror, 
Still should gleam the morning’s mirror. 


The sweet taste of mead passeth fr’om the lips, 

But they are long corroded by the juice of wormwood ; 
The lamb is brought to the shambles, but the wolf 
rangeth the mountain ; 

Kindness fadeth away, but vengeance endureth. 


Poor hire repays the rustic’s pain ; 

More paltry still the sportsman’s gain : 
Vainest of all the student’s theme 
Ends in some metaphysic dream : 

Yet each is up, and each has toil’d 
Since first the peep of dawn has smiled ; 
And each is eagerer in his aim 
Than he who barters life for fame. 

Up, up, and arm thee, son of terror! 

Be thy bright sliield the morning’s mii'ror 


I ask’d the red-hot iron, when it glimmer’d on the 
anvil. 

" Wherefore glowest thou longer than the firebrand % ” 
" I was born in the dark mine, and the brand in the 
pleasant greenwood.” 

Kindness fadeth away, but vengeance endureth. 


I ask’d the green oak of the assembly, wherefore its 
boughs were dry imd sear’d like the horns of 
the stag;;-, ' . 
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And it showM me that a small worm had gnaw'd its Whatever your liberty bath known of pleasure. 

roots. Hodenck. No, fairest, we have trifled here too long ; 

The boy who remembered the scourge, undid the And, lingering to see your roses blossom, 
wicket of the castie at midnight. I ’ve let my laurels wither. 


Kindness fadeth away, but vengeance endureth. 

lightning destroyeth temples, though their spires 
pierce the clouds ; 

Storms destroy armadas, though their sails intercept 
the gale. 

He that is in his glory falleth, and that by a contemp- 
tible enemy. 

Kindness fadeth away, hnt vengeance endureth. 

Chap, xs:xi. 


Old Play, 


jfrom €%t Cali'ematt. 


(4.)— MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. n. 

In Madoc’s tent the clarion sounds, 

"With rapid clangour hurried far; 

Each hill and dale the note rebounds, 

But when return the sons of war 1 
Thou, bom of stern Necessity, 

Dull Peace \ the valley yields to thee, 

And owns thy melancholy sway. 

Wdsli Pom, 

(2.)— Chap. vn. 

O, sadly shines the morning sun 
On leaguer’d castle wall, 

"When bastion, tower, and battlement, 

Seem nodding to their fall. 

Old Ballad, 

(3.)— Chap. XIX. 

Now all ye ladies of fair Scotland, 

And ladies of England that happy would prove, 
Marry never for houses, nor many for land. 

Nor marry for nothing but only love. 

Family Quarrels, 

(4.)— Chap. xiii. 

Too much rest is rust, 

There ’s ever cheer in changing ; 

We tyne by too much trust. 

So we ’ll be up and ranging. 

Old Song, 


(5,)— Chap. xvii. 

Bing out the merry bells, the bride approaches. 
The blush upon her cheek has shamed the morning, 
For that is dawning palely. Grant, good saints, 
These clouds betoken nought of evil omen !. 

Old Play, 

(6.)— Chap, xxtii. 

Mm, Gentle sir, 

You are our captive -but we ’ll use you so, 

That yon shall think your prison joys may match 


(1.)— AHJEtIMAN. 

So saying, the Saracen proceeded to chant 

verses, very ancient in the language and structure, 
which some have thought derive their source from the 
worshippers of Arimanes, the Evil Principle.” 

Dark Ahriman, whom Irak still 
Holds origin of woe and ill I 
When, bending at thy shrine, 

We view the world with troubled eye, 

Where see we ’neath the extended sky, 

An empire matching thine I 

If the Benigner Power caiti yield 
A fountain in the desert field, 

Where weary pilgrims drink ; 

Thine are the waves that lash the rock, 

Thine the tornado’s deadly shock. 

Where countless navies sink i 

Or if He bid the soil dispense 
Balsams to cheer the sinldng sense. 

How few can they deliver 
From lingering pains, or pang intense, 

Bed Fever, spotted Pestilence, 

The arrows of thy quiver I 

Chief in Man’s bosom sits thy sway, 

And frequent, while in words we pray 
Before another throne, 

■Whate’er of specious form be there. 

The secret meaning of the prayer 
Is, Ahriman, thine own. 

Say, hast thou feeling, sense, and form, 
Thunder thy voice, thy garments storm, 

As Eastern Magi say ; 

With sentient soul of hate and wrath, 

And wings to sweep thy deadly path, 

And fangs to tear thy preyl 

Or art thou mix’d in Nature’s source, 

An ever-operating force, 

Converting good to ill ; 







LYRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 709 

rincipie innate, Therefore thus speaks my lady,” the fair page he said, 

ig with our better fate, And the knight lowly lotited with hand and with head, 

! viotnrirtna Rtill 1 « Fling aside the good armour in which thou art clad, 

And don thou this weed of her night-gear 
For a hauberk of steel, a kirtie of thread : 

And charge, thus attired, in the toumament dread. 
And fight as thy -wont is where most blood is shed, 
And bring honour away, or remain with the dead*” 


Howe’er it be, dispute is vain. 

On all without thou hold’st thy reign, 
Nor less on all within ; 

Each mortal passion’s fierce career, 
Love, hate, ambition, joy, and fear. 
Thou goadest into sin. 


Untroubled in his look, and untroubled in his breast. 
The knight the weed hath taken, and reverently hath 
kiss’d : 

Now bless’d be the moment, the messenger be blest ! 
Much honour’d do I hold me in my lady’s high behest ; 
And say unto my lady, in this dear night-weed dress’d, 
To the best arm’d champion I will not veil my crest ; 
But if I live and bear me well ’tis her turn to take the 


Whene’er a sunny gleam appears, 

To brighten up our vale of tears, 

Thou art not distant far ; 

’Mid such brief solace of our lives, 
Thou whett’st our very banquet-knives 
To tools of death and war. 


Here, gentles, ends the foremost fytte of the Lay of 
the Bloody Vest. 


Thus, from the moment of our birth, 

Long as we linger on the earth, 

Thou rul’st the fate of men ; 

Thine are the pangs of life’s last hour, 
And*— who dare answer ?— is thy power, 
Dark Spirit I ended Then ? 

CJicip, iii. 


THE BLOODY VEST, 


FYTTE SECONB. 


The Baptist’s fair morrow beheld gallant feats — 
There was winning of honour, and losing of seats— 
There was hewing with falchions, and splintering of 
staves, 

The victors won glory, the vanquish’d won graves. 

0, many a knight there fought bravely and well. 

Yet one was accounted his peers to excel, 

And ’twas he whose sole armour on body and breast, 
Seem’d the weed of a damsel when boune for her rest. 


(2.)— SONH OF BLONDEL.-THE BLOODY 
VEST. 


The song of Blondel was, of course, in the Nor- 
man language ; but the verses which follow express 
its meaning and its manner.” 

’Twas near the fair city of Benevent, 

When the sun was setting on bough and bent, 

And knights were preparing in bower and tent, 

On the eve of the Baptist’s tournament ; 

When in Lincoln green a stripling gent, 

Weil seeming a page by a princess sent, 

Wander’d the camp, and, still as he went, 

Enquired for the Englishman, Thomas a Kent. 


There were some dealt him wounds that were bloody 
and sore, 

But others respected his plight, and forebore. 

It is some oath of honour,” they said, *^and I trow, 
’Twere unkniglitly to slay him achieving his vow.” 
Then the Prince, for his sake, bade the tournament 
'.cease, 

He flung do\vm his warder, the trumpets sung peace; 
And the judges declare, and competitors yield, 

That the Knight of the Night-gear was first in the 
field. ■ 


Far hath he fared, and farther must fare. 

Till he finds his pavilion nor stately nor rare,— 
Little save iron and steel was there ; 

And, as lacking the coin to pay aimoui’er’s care, 
With his sinewy arms to the shoulders bare, 

The good knight with hammer and file did repair 
The mail that to-morrow must see him wear, 

For the honour of Saint John and his lady fair. 


The feast it was nigh, and the mass it was nigher, 
When before the fair Princess low looted a squire, 
And deliver’d a gaiment unseemly to view. 

With sword-cut and spear-thrust, all hack’d and 
pierced through ; 

All rent and all tatter’d, all clotted with blood, 

With foam of the horses, with dust, and with mud. 
Not the point of that lady’s small finger, I ween. 
Could have rested on spot was unsullied and clean* 


Thus speaks my lady,” the page said he, 

And the knight bent lowly both head and knee, 

She is Benevent’s Princess so high in degree, 

And thou art as lowly as knight may well be — 

He that would climb so lofty a tree, 

Or spring such a gulf as divides her from thee, 

Must dare some high deed, by which all men may see 
His ambition is back’d by his high chivalrie. 


This token my master, Sir Thomas a Kent. 
Restores to the Princess of fair Benevent^ 
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(2.)— CHAP./XIi ■ 


He that eiimbs the tall tree has won right to the 
fmit. 

He that leaps the wide gulf should prevail in his 
"suit.; " ■ 

Through life’s utmost peril the pri 2 e I have won, 

And now must the faith of my mistress he shown: 

For she who prompts knights on such danger to run. 
Must avouch his true service in front of the sun. 

“ ^ I restore,’ says my master, ‘ the garmentIVe worn, 
And I claim of the Princess to don it in turn ; 

For its stains and its rents she should prize it the 
more, 

Since by shame ’tis unsullied, though crimson’d with 
■ . gore,” . ■ 

Then deep blush’d the Princess — yet kiss’d she and 
press’d 

The blood-spotted robes to her lips and her breast. 

Go tell my true knight, church and chamber shall 
show, 

If I value the blood on this garment or no.” 

And when it was time for the nobles to pass. 

In solemn procession to minster and mass. 

The first walk’d the Princess in purple and pall, 

But the hlood-besmear’d night-robe she wore over all ; i 
And eke, in the hall, where they all sat at dine 
When she knelt to her father and proffer’d the wine. 
Over all her rich robes and state jewels, she wore 
That wimple unseemly bedabbled with gore. 

Then lords whisper’d ladies, as well you may think, 
And ladies replied, with nod, titter, and wink ; 

And the Prince, who in anger and shame had look’d 
down. 

Turn’d at length to his daughter, and spoke with a 
frown : 

" No-w since thou hast publish’d thy folly and guilt. 
E’en atone with thy hand for the blood thou hast spilt ; 
Yet sore for your boldness you both will repent, 

When you wander as exiles from fair Benevent.” 

Then out spoke stout Thomas, in hall where he stood, , 
Exhausted and feeble, but dauntless of mood: 

The blood that I lost for this daughter of thine, 

I pour’d forth as freely as flask gives its wine ; 

And if for my sake she broolcs penance and blame, 

Do not doubt I will save her from suffering and shame ; 
And light will she reck of thy princedom and rent. 
When I hail her, in England, the Countess of Kent.” 

CJiap, xxvi. 


(3,)— MOTTOES. 

(1.)-~Chap. IX. 

This is tlie Prince of Leeches; fever, plague. 

Cold rheum, and hot podagra, do but look on him, 
And quit their grasp upon the tortured sinews. 

Anom/mcm* 


One thing is certain in our Northern land, 

Allow that birth, or valour, wealth, or wit, 

Give each precedence to their possessor. 

Envy, that follows on such eminence. 

As comes the lyme-hound on the roebuck’s trace, 
Shall pull them down each one. 

Sir Damd Liindsay. 

(3.)— Chap. xih. 

You talk of Gaiety and Innocence ! 

The moment when the fatal fruit was eaten, 

They parted ne’er to meet again ; and Malice 
Has ever since been pla;jTnate to light Gaiety, 
Prom the first moment when the smiling infant 
Destroys the flower or butterfly he toys with, 

To the last chuckle of the dying miser. 

Who on his deathbed laughs his last to hear 
His wealthy neighbour has become a bankrupt. 

Old Play » 

(4.)— Chap. xvi. 

’Tis not her sense — for sure, in that 
There ’s nothing more than common ; 

And all her wit is only chat, 

Like any other woman. 

Song. 

(5.) — Chap. xvii. 

Were every hair upon his head a life, 

And every life were to be supplicated 
By numbers equal to those hairs quadrupled, 

Life after life should out like waning stars 
Before the daybreak — or as festive lamps, 

Which have lent lustre to the midnight revel. 

Each after each are quench’d when guests depart ♦ 

Old Play. 

(6.)— Chap. xix. 

Must we then sheath our still victorious sword ; 
Turn back our forward step, which ever trode 
O’er foemen’s necks the onward path of glory; 
Unclasp the mail, which with a solemn vow, 

In God’s own house w^e hung upon our shoulders; 
That vow, as unaccomplish’d as the promise 
Which -village nurses make to still their children, 

And after think no more of ? 

The CrusmUj a Tragedy. 

(7.)— Chap. xx. 

When beauty leads the lion in her toils, 

Such are her charms, he dare not raise liis mane. 
Far less expand the terror of his fangs, 

So great Alcides made his club a distaff, 

And spun to please fair Qmphale, 

Anonymous. 

(8.)~-Chap, XXIII. 

’Mid these wild scenes Enchantment waves her 
hand. 

To change the face of the mysterious land i 
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Till the bewildering scenes around us seem 
The vain productions of a feverish dream. 

Astolplto^ a Roinatm, 

(9.)— Chap. xxiv. 

A grain of dust 

Soiling our cup, will make our sense reject 
Fastidiously the draught which we did thirst 
"■ for; ■■ 

A rusted nail, placed near the faithful compass, 
Will sway it from the truth, and wreck the 
argosy. 

Even this small cause of anger and disgust 
Will break the bonds of amity ’mongst princes, 
And wreck their noblest purposes. 

The Crusode, 

(10.)-~Chap. XXVI. 

The tears I shed must ever fall ! 

I weep not for an absent swain, 

For time may happier hours recall, 

And parted lovers meet again. 

I weep not for the silent dead, 

Their pains are past, their sorrows o’er, 

And those that loved their steps must tread, 
When death shall join to part no more. 

But worse than absence, worse than death. 

She wept her lover’s sullied fame, 

And, fired with all the pride of birth, 

She wept a soldier’s injured name. 




C1.)--AN HOUE WITH THEE. 

An hour with thee I — ^When earliest day 
Dapples with gold the eastern grey, 

Oh, what can frame my mind to bear 
The toil and turmoil, cark and care, 

New griefs, which coming hours unfold. 

And sad remembrance of the old ? 

One hour with thee. 

One hour with thee ! — ^When burning J une 
Waves his red flag at pitch of noon ; 

What shall repay the faithful swain, 

His labour on the sultry plain ; 

And more than cave or sheltering bough, 

Cool feverish blood, and throbbing brow ?— 

One hour with thee. 

One hour with thee I—Whcn sun is set, 

0, what can teach me to forget 
The thankless labours of the day ; 

The hopes, the wishes, flung awuy ; 

The increasing wants, and lessening gains, 

The master’s pride, who scorns my pains 1 — 

One hour with thee. 
6V«ip. xxvi. 


iltfc 0f 

June, 1825, 

While Scott was engaged in writing the Life of 
Napoleon, Mr. Lockhart says,— The rapid accumu- 
lation of books and MSS. was at once flattering and 
alarming ; and one of his notes to me, about the mid- 
dle of June, had these rhymes byway of postscript : — 

When with Poetry dealing 
Room enough in a shieling : 

Neither cabin nor hovel 
Too small for a novel : 

Though my back I should rub 
On Diogenes’ tub, 

How niy fancy could prance 
In a dance of romance ! 

But my house I must swap 
With some Brobdignag chap, 

Ere I grapple, God bless mel with Emperor 
Nap.” 

Life, vob vii. p. iJSl. 


(2.)— MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. ii. 

Come forth, old man — Thy daughter’s side 
Is now the fitting place for thee : 

When Time hath quelFd the oak’s bold pride, 
The youthful tendril yet may hide 
The ruins of the parent tree. 

(2.)— Chap. in. 

Now, ye wild blades, that make loose inns your stage. 
To vapour forth the acts of this sad age, 

Stout Edgehill fight, the Newberries and the West, 
And northern clashes, where you still fought best ; 
Your strange escapes, your dangers void of fear, 
When bullets flew between the head and ear, 
Whether you fought by Damme or the Spirit, 

Of you I speak. 

Legend of Captain Jouea, 
(3.)— Chap, iv- 

Yon path of greensward 

Winds round by sparry grot and gay pa' ilion ; 

There is no flint to gall thy tender foot. 

There ’s ready shelter from each breeze, or shower,— 
But Duty guides not that way— see her stand,. 
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Witu wan<i entwined with amarantli^ near yon 

ciifiS. 

Oft where she leads thy blood must mark thy foot- 
steps. 

Oft where she leads thy head must bear the storm, 
And thy shrunk form endure heat, cold, and 
hunger j 

But she will guide thee up to noble heights, 

Which he who gains seems native of the sky. 

While earthly things lie stretch’d beneath his feet, 
Diminish’d, shrunk, and valueless 

Anonymous, 

(4.)— Chap. v. 

My tongue pads slowly under this new language, 
And starts and stumbles at these uncouth phrases. 
They may be great in worth and weight, but hang 
trpon the native glibness of my language 
Like Saul’s plate-armour on the shepherd boy, 
jEncumhering and not arming him. 

J,B. 

(6.)—Chap. X. 

Here we have one head 


Upon two bodies— your two-headed bnllock 
Is but an ass to such a prodigy. 

These two have but one meaning, thought, and 
connsel ; 

And when the single noddle has spoke out, 

The four legs scrape assent to it* , 

Old Play, 

(6.)— Chap, xiv. 

- Deeds are done on earth, 


Which have their punishment ere the earth 


Upon the perpetrators. Be it the working 
Of the remorse-stirr’d fancy, or the vision, 
Distinct and real, of unearthly being, 

All ages witness, that beside the couch 
Of the fell homicide oft stalks the ghost 
Of him he slew, and shows the shadowy w'dund. 

Old Flay, 

(7.)— Chap. xvii. 

We do that in our zeal, 

Our calmer moments are afraid to answer. 


t0 S?tr CutSliert 


1827. 


" Sir Cuthbert Sharp, who had been particularly 
kind and attentive to Scott when at Sunderland, hap- 
pened, in writing to him on some matter of business, 
to say he hoped he had not forgotten his friends in 
that quarter. Sir Walter’s answer to Sir Cuthbert 
(who had been introduced to him by his old and dean* 
friend Mr. Surtees of Mainsforth) begins thus : — 

Forget thee ? No ! my worthy fere 1 
Forget blithe mirth and gallant cheer I 
Death sooner stretch me on my bier 1 

Forget thee 1 No, 

Forget the universal shout ^ 

When “ canny Sunderland” spoke out — 

A truth which knaves affect to doubt — 

Forget thee? No, 

Forget you? No — though now-a-day 
I’ve heard your knowing people say. 

Disown the debt you cannot pay, 

You’ll find it far the thriftiest way — 

But I ? — 0 no. 

Forget your kindness found for all room, 

In what, though large, seem’d still a small room, 
Forget my Surtees in a ball-room — 

Forget you? No 

Forget your sprightly dumpty-diddles, 

And beauty tripping to the fiddles. 

Forget my lovely friends the Liddells — 

Forget you? No. 

much for oblivion, my dear Sir C. ; and now, 
having dismounted from my Pegasus, who is rather 
spavined, I charge a-foot, like an old dragoon as 1 
am,” &c. &c . — Life of Scott, vol. ix., p. 165. 


(8.)— Chap. xxiv. 

The deadliest snakes are those -which, twined ’mongst 
flowers, 

Blend their bright colouring with the varied blos- 
soms, 

Ther fierce eyes glittering like the snangled dew- 
drop ; 

In all so like what nature has most harmless, 

That sportive innocence, which dreads no danger. 

Is poison’d unawares. Old Play, 


fxom 

Cl&ronick0 of ttie Canongate. 

1827. 

MOTTOES. 

(1.)— THE TWO DROVERS. 

Chap. ii. 

Were ever such two loving friends! — 

How could they disagree ? 

1 An allusion to the enthusiastic reception of the Duke of 
Wellington at Sunderland.— Ed. 
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O thus it was he loved him dear. 
And thought how to requite Mm, 
And having no friend left but he. 
He did resolve to fight him. 


Ah, poor liouise I Small cause to pine 
Hadst thou for treasures of the mine ; 

For peace of mind that ^t diyine. 

And spotless innocence, were thine, 

Ah, poor LomfSe I 


Ah, poor Louise ! Thy treasure’s reft ! 

I know not if by force or theft. 

Or part by violence, part by gift ; 

But misery is all that’s left 

To poor Louise, 


(2.’)-MY AUNT MARGARET’S MIRROR. 


There are times 

When Fancy plays her gambols, in despite 
Even of our watchful senses, when in sooth 
Substance seems shadow, shadow substance seems, 
When the broad, palpable, and marked partition, 
’Twixt that which is and is not, seems dissolved, 
As if the mental eye gain’d power to gaze 
Beyond the limits of the existing world. 

Such hours of shadowy dreams I better love 
Than all the gross realities of life. 

Anonymous, 


Let poor Louise some succour have ! 

She will not long your bounty crave, 

Or tire the gay with warning stave — 

For Heaven has grace, and earth a grave 

Poor poor Louise, 

Chap, 


(2.)— DEATH CHANT. 

- — " Ere he guessed where he was going, the leech 
was hurried into the house of the late Oliver Proud- 
fute, from wMch he heard the chant of the women, as 
they swathed and dressed the corpse of the umquhile 
Bonnet-maker, for the ceremony of next morning ; of 
which chant, the following verses may he received as 
a modern imitation — 




Viewless Essence, thin and bare, 
Well nigh melted into air; 

Still with fondness hovering near 
The earthly form thou once didst wear 


(L)-.THE LAY OF POOR LOUISE. 

Ah, poor Louise I the livelong day 
She roams from cot to castle gay ; 

And still her voice and viol say, 

Ah, maids, beware the woodland way, 

Think on Louise, 


Pause upon thy pinion’s flight, 
Be thy course to left or right ; 
Be thou doom’d to soar or sink, 
Pause upon the awful brink. 


Ah, poor Louise ! The sun was high. 

It smirch’d her cheek, it dimm’d her eye, 
The woodland walk was cool and nigh, 
Where birds with cMming streamlets vie 
To cheer Louise, 


To avenge the deed expelling 
Thee untimely from thy dwelling, 
Mystic force thou shalt retain 
O’er the blood and o’er the brain. 


Ah, poor Louise ! The savage bear 
Made ne’er that lovely grove his lair; 

The wolves molest not paths so fair — 

But better far had such been there 

For poor Louise. 


When the form thou shalt espy 
That darken’d on thy closing eye ; 
When the footstep thou shalt hear, 
That thrill’d upon thy dying ear ; 


Then strange sympathies shall wake, 

The flesh shall thrill, the nerves shall quake ; 
The wounds renew their clotter’d flood. 

And every drop cry blood for blood. 

CJuMi, xxii. 


Ah, poor Louise 1 In woody wold 
She met a huntsman fair and bold 
His baldric was of silk and gold, 
And many a witching tale he told 


To poor Louise, 


This lay has been set to beautiful music by a lady vrhose 
composition, to say nothing of her singing, might make any 


poet proud of his verses, Mrs. Bobert Arkwright, born Miss 
Kemble. 
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(3.)—S0NG OF THE GLEE-MAIDEN. 

« She sung a melanclioly dirge in Norman French; 
the words, of which the following is an imitation, 
were united to a tune as doleful as they are them- 
selves.’’ 

1 . 

Yes, thou mayst sigh, 

And look once more at all around, 

At stream and bank, and sky and ground. 

Thy life its final course has found. 

And thou must die. 

2 . 

Yes, lay thee down, 

And while thy struggling pulses flutter. 

Bid the grey monk his soul-mass mutter. 

And the deep bell its death-tone utter — 

Thy life is gone, 

3 . 

Be not afraid. 

’Tis but a pang, and then a thrill, 

A fever fit, and then a chill ; 

■ And then an end of human ill, 

For thou art dead. 


(4.)_M0TT0ES. 

(] )— INTHODUCTOEY. 

The ashes here of murder’d Kings 
Beneath my footsteps sleep ; 

And yonder lies the scene of death, 

Where Mary learn’d to w’eep. 

Captain Marjoribmilcs, 

(2.)— Chap. i. 

Behold the Tiber !” the vain Boman cried. 
Viewing the ample Tay from Baiglie’s side ; 

But where ’s the Scot that would the vaunt repay. 
And hail the puny Tiber for the Tay % 


(S.")— Chap. xi. 

Fair is the damsel, passing fair— 

Sunny at distance gleams her smile ! 

Approach — the cloud of woeful care 
Hangs trembling in her eye the wdiile. 

Lucinda, a Ballad. 


1 Tliese stanzas, accompanying an engraving from Mr. 
Cooper’s subject <*The Death of Keeldar," appeared in The 
Gm. of 182£^, a literary journal edited by Thomas Hood, Esq. 
In the aj?^nowledgment to his contributors, Mr. Hood says, 
'* To Sir W alter Scott— not merely a literary feather in my cap, 


(4.)— Chap. xv. 

0 for a draught of power to steep 
The soul of agony in sleep 1 


Bertha 


(5.)— Chap. XXIII. 

Lo ! where he lies embalm’d in gore. 

His wound to Heaven cries ; 

The floodgates of his blood implore 
For vengeance from the skies. 

Uranus and Psyche.. 


iitatlj at 


1828. 


Peucy or Percival Rede of Trochend, in Redesdale, 
Northumberland, is celebrated in tradition as a hunts- 
man, and a soldier. He was, upon two occasions, 
singularly unfortunate ; once, when an arrow, which 
he had discharged at a deer, killed liis celebrated dog 
Keeldar; and again, when, being on a hunting party, 
he was betrayed into the hands of a clan called Cros- 
sar, by whom he was murdered. Mr. Cooper’s paint- 
ing of the first of these incidents, suggested the fol- 
lowing stanzas.^ 

Up rose the sun, o’er moor mead ; 

Up with the sun rose Per% Rede ; 

Brave Keeldar, from his couples freed, 

Career’d along the lea ; 

The Palfrey sprung with sprightly bound, 

As if to match the gamesome hound ; 

His horn the gallant huntsman wound : 

They were a jovial three 1 

Man, hound, or horse, of higher fame, 

To wake the wild deer never came, 

Since Alnwick’s Earl pursued the game 
On Cheviot’s rueful day; 

Keeldar w^as matchless in his speed, 

Than Tarras, ne’er was stancher steed, 

A peerless archer, Percy Rede : 

And right dear friends were they. 

The chase engross’d their joys and woes, 
Together at the dawn they rose. 

Together shared the noon’s repose, 

By fountain or by stream ; 

And oft, when evening skies were red, 

The heather was their common bed, 

Where each, as wildering fancy led, 

Still hunted in his dream. 


but a whole plume of them— I owe, and, with the hand of my 
heart acknowledge, a deep obligation. A poem from his pen, 
is likely to confer on the book that contains it, if not perpe;- 
tuity, at least a very Old Mortality.”— P^•c^:oc, p. 4. The ori- 
ginal painting by Cooper, remains at Abbotsford.— En. 
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Now IS the thrilling moment near, 

Of sylvan hope and sylvan fear, 

Yon thicket holds the harbour’d deer, 
The signs the hunters know ; — 
With eyes of flame, and quivering ears. 
The brake sagacious Keeldar nears ; 
The restless palfrey paws and rears ; 
The archer strings his bow. 


Your treacherous ambush had been spied- 
I had not died to-day I ” 


Remembrance of the erring bow 
Long since liad join’d the tides which flow, 
Conveying human bliss and woe 
Down dark oblivion’s river ; 

But Art can Time’s stern doom arrest. 

And snatch his spoil from Lethe’s breast, 
And, in her Cooper’s colours drest, 

The scene shall live for ever. 


The game ’s afoot I — Halloo ! Halloo ! 
blunter, and horse, and hound pursue ■ 
But woe the shaft that erring flew — 
That e’er it left the string 1 
And ill betide the faithless yew ! 

The stag bounds scatheless o’er the dew, 
And gallant Keeldar’s life-blood true 
Has drench’d the grey-goose wing. 


4frmn 

of #n'ersteut 


The noble hound— he dies, he dies, 
Death, death has glazed his filled eyes. 
Stiff on the bloody heath he lies, 
Without a groan or quiver. 

Now day may break and bugle sound, 
And whoop and hollow ring around. 
And o’er his couch the stag may bound. 
But Keeldar sleeps for ever. 


(1.)— THE SECRET TRIBUNAL. 

Philipson could perceive that the lights pro- 
ceeded from many torches, borne by men muffled in 
black cloaks, like mourners at a funeral, or the Black 
Friars of Saint Francis’s Order, wearing their cowls 
drawn over their heads, so as to conceal their features. 
They appeared anxiously engaged in measuring off a 
portion of the apartment ; and, while occupied in that 
employment, they sung, in the ancient German lan- 
guage, rhymes more rude than Philipson could well 
understand, but which may be imitated thus — 

Measurers of good and evil. 

Bring the square, the lino, the level, — 

Rear the altar, dig the trench. 

Blood both stone and ditch shall drench 
Cubits six, from end to end, 

Must the fatal bench extend, — 

Cubits six, from side to side, 

Judge and culprit must divide. 

On the east the Court assembles. 

On the west the Accused trembles — 

Answer, brethren, all and one, 

Is the ritual rightly done ? 


Dilated nostrils, staring eyes, 

Mark the poor pdilfrey’s mute surprise, 
He knows not that his comrade dies. 
Nor what is death — but still 
His aspect hath expression drear 
Of grief and wonder, mix’d with fear. 
Like startled children when they hear 
Some mystic tale of ill. 


But he that bent the fatal bow. 

Can well the sum of evil know, 

And o’er his favourite, bending low. 
In speechless grief recline; 

Can think he hears the senseless clay, 
In unreproachful accents say, 

Tho hand that took my life away, 
Dear master, was it thine ? 


And if it he, the shaft be bless’d, 
Which sui,*e some erring aim address’d. 
Since in your service prized, caress’d 
I in your service die ; 

And you may have a fleeter hound. 

To match the dun-deer’s merry bound, 
But by your CGucb will ne’er be found 
.. So true a guard, as 1.” 


On life and soul, on blood and bone, 
One for all, and all for one, 

We warrant this is rightly done. 


How wears the night ? — Doth morning shine 
In early radiance on the Rhine ? 

What music floats upon his tide 1 
Do birds the tardy morning chide ? 

Brethren, look out from hill and height, 

And answer true, how wears the night I 


And to his last stout Percy rued 
The fiital clianee, for when he stood 
’Gainst fearful odds in deadly feud, 
And fell amid the fray, 

E’en with his dying voiee he cried, 
Had Keeldar but been at my side, 


The night is old ; on Rhine’s broad breast 
Glance drowsy stars which long to rest. 
No beams are twinkling in the east. 
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And the fierce fire is yet a friendly home 
To its peculiar sprite — the Salamander. 

Amnpnom^ 

{6.)— Chap, xvnr., 

Upon the Rhine, upon the Rhine they cluster, 

The grapes of juice divine, 

Which make the soldier’s jovial courage muster ; 

0, blessed be the Rhine I 

DrinUng So7ig.'^ 

(7.)— Chap, xxh. 

Tell me not of it — I could ne’er abide 
The mummery of all that forced civility. 

Pray, seat yourself, my lord.” With cringing hams 
The speech is spoken, and with bended knee, 

Heard by the smiling courtier. — Before you, sir ? 

It must be on the earth then.” ITang it all I 
The pride which cloaks itself in such poor fashion 
is scarcely fit to swell a beggar’s bosom. 

Old Flay, 

(8.)— Chap, xxvih. 

A mirthful man he was — the snows of age 
Fell, but they did not chill him. Gaiety, 

Even in life’s closing, touch’d his teeming brain 
With such wild visions as the setting sun 
Raises in front of some hoar glacier, 

Painting the bleak ice with a thousand hues. 

* Old Flay, 

{9.)—Chap. XXX. 

Ay, this is he who wears the wreath of bays 
Wove by Apollo and the Sisters Nine, 

Which Jove’s dread lightning scathes not. He hath 


There is a voice upon the flood, 

The stern still call of blood for blood 
’Tis time we listen the behest. 


X'^p, then, up t When day’s at rest, 

’Tis time that such as we are watchers j 
ftise to judgment, brethren, rise I 
Vengeance knows not sleepy eyes. 

He and night are matchers. 

Chap, XX. 


(2.)—M0TT0ES: 

(I.)-— Chap. hi. 

Cursed he the gold and silver, which persuade 
Weak man to follow far fatiguing trade. 

The lily, peace, outshines the silver store, 

And life is dearer than the golden ore. 

Yet money tempts us o’er the desert brown, 

To every distant mart and wealthy town. 

Ilassari) or the Camd-driver, 


(2.)-~Chap. V. 

1 was one 

WhQ loved the greenwood bank and lowing herd, 
The russet prize, the lowly peasant’s life, 

Season’d with sweet content, more than the halls 
Where revellers feast to fever-height. Believe me, 
There ne’er was poison mix’d in maple bowl. 

' Anonymotts, 

(3.)— Chap. vi. 

When we two meet, we meet like rushing torrents; 
Like warring winds, like flames from various points, 
That mate each other’s fury— -there is nought 
Of elemental strife, were fiends to guide it, 

Can match the wTath of man. 

Fremud, 


The cumbrous helm of steel, and flung aside 
The yet more galling diadem of gold ; 

While, with a leafy circlet round his brows, 

He reigns the King of Lovers and of Poets. 

(10.)— Chap. xxxi. 

Want you a man 

Experienced in the wmrld and its affairs % 

Here he is for your purpose. — He ’s a monk. 

He hath forsworn the world and all its work — 
The rather that he knows it passing well, 
’Special the worst of it, for he ’s a monk. 

Old Flay,. 

(11.)— Chap, xxxiii. 

Toll, toll the bell I 
Greatness is o’er, 

The heart has broke, 

To ache no more ; 

An unsubstantial pageant all — 

Drop o’er the scene the funeral pall. 

Old Foem, 


(4.)~Chap. X. 

We know not when we sleep nor when we w^ake. 
Visions distinct and perfect cross our eye, 

Which to the slumberer seem realities ; 

And while they waked, some men have seen such 
sights 

As set at nought the evidence of sense. 

And left them well persuaded they were dreaming. 

AmnymottSi 

(S,)— Chap. xi. 

These be the adept’s doctrines — every element 
Is peopled with its separate race of spirits. 

The airy Sylphs on the blue ether float ; 

Beep in the earthy cavern skulks the Gnome ; 

The sea-green Naiad skims the ocean-billow. 


1 T'his is one of the best and most popular of the German 
■kitties:—* 


Am Rhein, am Rhein, da wachsen unsere Rebcn, 
Gesegnet sei der Rhein,” &c. 
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^i'J!,) — C hap. xxxv. 

Here ’s a weapon now, 

Shall shake a conquering general in his tent, 
A monarch on his throne, or reach a prelate, 
However holy be his offices, 

E’en while he serves the altar. 

Old Play. 


SEf TO MUSIC BY JOHN WHITEFIEBD, MUS. DOC. GAM. 


Art thou a parent I Reverence this bier, 

The parents’ fondest hopes lie buried here. 

Art thou a youth, prepared on life to start. 

With opening talents and a generous heart, 

Fair hopes and flattering prospects all thine own 1 
Lo 1 here their end— a monumental stone. 

But let submhrion tame each sorrowing thought. 
Heaven crown’d its champion ere the fight was fought* 


0iT ^0rtuttJ?* 


The last of our steers on the hoard has been spread, 
And the last flask of wine in our goblet Is red ; 

Up ! up, my brave kinsmen I belt swords and begone, 
There are dangers to dare, and there ’s spoil to be won. 

The eyes, that so lately mix’d glances with ours, 

For a space must be dim, as they gaze from the towers. 
And strive to distinguish through tempest and gloom, 
The prance of the steed, and the toss of the plume. 

The rain is descending j the wind rises loud ; 

And the moon her red beacon has veil’d with a cloud; 
’Tis the better, my mates I for the warder’s dull eye 
Shall in confidence slumber, nor dream we are nigh. 

Our steeds are impatient ! I hear my blithe Grey I 
There is life in his hoof-clang, and hope in his neigh ; 
Like the flash of a meteor, the glance of his mane 
Shall marshal your march through the darkness and 


The drawbridge has dropp’d, the bugle has blown ; 
One pledge is to quaff yet — then mount and begone ! — 
To their honour and peace, that shall rest with the 
slain ; 

To their health and their glee, that see Teviot again I 


By the advice of Dr. Ebenezer Clarkson, Sir Wal- 
ter consulted a skilful mechanist, by name Fortune^ 
about a contrivance for the support of the lame limb, 
which had of late given him much pain, as well as in- 
convenience. IVIr. Fortune produced a clever piece 
of handiwork, and Sir Walter felt at first great relief 
from the use of it : insomuch that liis spirits rose to 
quite the old pitch, and his letter to me upon the oc- 
casion overflows with merry applications of sundry 
maxims and verses about Fortum. “ Fortes Fortima 
adjuvat ” — ^he says—" never more sing 1 

Fortune, my Foe, why dost thou frown on me ? 

And will my Fortune never better be 1 

Wilt thou, I say, for ever breed my pain ? 

And Avilt thou ne’er return my joys again ? ® 


No — ^let my ditty be henceforth — 

Fortune, my Friend, how well thou favourest me I 
A kinder Fortune man did never see ! 

Thou propp’st my thigh, thou ridd’st my knee of 
paiit, 

I’ll walk, I’ll mount— I’ll be a man again. — 

vol. X., p. 38. 


Count Eobrrt of pan's. 




FOR THE MONUMENT OF THE RET, GEORGE SCOTT.-* 


To youths to age, alike, this tablet pale 
Tells the brief moral of its tragic tale. 


MOTTOES. 

(1.)— Chap. ii. 

OtTim. • — — — This superb successor 

Of the earth’s mistress, as thou vainly speakest. 
Stands ’midst these ages as, on the wide ocean. 
The last spared fragment of a spacious land. 


1 Set to music in Mr. Thomson’s Scottish Collection, 1830. died there the ,9th June, 1830. ThisJ epitaph appears on his 

tomb in the chancel there. 

3 This young gentleman, a son of the author’s friend and re- 8 “ I beliCT© this is the only verse of the old song (often ai- 
lation, Hugh Scott of Harden, Esq,, (now Lord Polwarth,) luded to by Shakspeare and his contemporaries} that has as 
hecamo Rector of Kentisbeare, in Devonshire, in 1828, and yet been recovered.’ —Lockhart, Life, vol. x., p. 38. 
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In the broad lustre of a foeraan’s shield 
Than in a mirror, and who ratlier sought 
To match themselves in battle, than in dalliance 
To meet a loYei*’s onset. — But though Nature 
Was outraged thus, she was not overcome. 

Feudal Times, 


That m some grand and awful ininistratida 
Of mighty nature has engulfed been, 

Doth lift aloft its dark and rocky cliffs 
O’er the wild waste around, and sadly frowns 
In lonely majesty. 

CoTistaistim Pctkologus^ Sc&m L 

(2.)--'0hap, III. 

Here, youth, thy foot unbrace. 

Here, youth, thy brow unbraid. 

Each tribute that may grace 
The threshold here be paid. 

Walk with the stealthy pace 
Which Nature teaches deer, 

When, echoing in the chase, 

The hunter’s horn they hear, 

Th Court, 


(8.)—Chap. XI. 

Without a ruin, broken, tangled, cumbrous. 
Within it was a little paradise, 

Where Taste had made her dwelling. Statuary, 
First-born of human art, moulded her images, 
And bade men mark and worship. 

Ano7iymous, 


{9.)--Chap. xii. 

The parties met. The wily, wordy Greek, 
Weighing each word, and canvassing each syllable ; 
Evading, arguing, ec^uivocating. 

And the stern Frank came with his two-hand 
sword, 

Watching to see which way the balance sways, 
That he may throw it in, and turn the scales. 

Faledim, 


(3.)— Chap. v. 

The storm increases — 'tis no sunny shower, 
Fostered in the moist breast of March or April, 

Or such as parched Summer cools his lip with ; 
Heaven’s window's are flung widej the inmost 
deeps 

Csdl in hoarse greeting one upon another; 

On comes the flood in all its foaming horrors. 

And where ’a the dike shall stop it 1 

The Deluge^ a Poem, 
See Life, vol, x., p, 37. 

(4.)-— Chap. vi. 

Vain man I thou mayst esteem thy love as fair 
As fond hyperboles suffice to raise. 

She may he all that ’s matchless in her person, 
And all-divine in soul to match her body; 

But take this from me — thou shalt never call her 
Superior to her sex, while one aurrives. 

And 1 am her true votary. 


(10.)— Chap. XVI. 

Strange ape of man 1 who loathes thee while ne 
; ■■ -scorns thee ; 

Half a reproach to us and half a jest. 

What fancies can be ours ere we have pleasure 
In viewing our own form, our pride and passions, 
Eeflected in a shape grotesque as thine 1 

Anmy^mm 


(11.)— Chap. xvii. 

’Tis strange that, in the dark sulphureous mine, 
Where wild ambition piles its ripening stores 
Of slumbering thunder, Love will interpose 
His tiny torch, and cause the stern ex])losion 
To burst, when the deviser’s least aware. 

A^ionynious. 


(5.)— Chap. VIII. 

Through the vain webs which puzzle sophists’ skill. 

Plain sense and honest meaning work their way: 
So sink the varying clouds upon the hill, 

When the clear dawning brightens into day. 

^ Pr. Watts, 

(0.)— Chap. ix. 

Between the foaming jaws of the white torrent. 
The skilful artist draws a sudden mound ; 

By level long he subdivides their strength, 

Stealing the waters from their rocky bed, 

First to diminish what he means to conquer; 
Then, for the residue ho forms a road, 

Easy to keep, and painful to desert, 

And guiding to the end the planner aim’d at. 

The Fngimer, 

(7.)~Chap. X. 

These were wild times — the antipodes of ours: 
Ladies were thero, who oftener saw themselves 


(12.)— Chap. xxiv. 

All is prepared — the chambers of the mine 
Are cramm’d with the combustible, which, harm 
less.' 

While yet unkindled, as the sable sand. 

Needs but a spark to change its nature so, 

That he who wakes it from its slumbrous mood, 
Dreads scarce the explosion less than he who 
knows 

That ’tis his towers which meet its fury. 

Anonymous. 


(13.)— Chap. XXV. 

Heaven knows its time; the bullet has its billet, 
Arrow and javelin each its destined puiqjose ; 
The fated beasts of Nature’s lower strain 
Have each their separate task. 


Old Fkm 



i^l* I- S’,., ' i- 
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4from Casstif Sanfferfius 


But he that creeps from cradle on to graYSj, 
Unskilled save in the ‘velvet course of fortune* 
Hath miss’d the discipline of noble hearts. 

OUFia^, 


(4.)— Chap. xvin. 

His talk was of another world — ^his bodements 
Strange, doubtful, and mysterious; those who heard 
him 

Listen’d as to a man in feverish dreams, 

Who speaks of other objects than the present. 

And mutters like to him who sees a vision. 

OldPlay. 


MOTTOES, 


(1.)— Chap. V. 

A TALE of sorrow, for your eyes may weep ; 

A tale of horror, for your flesh may tingle ; 

A tale of wonder, for the eyebrows areh. 

And the flesh curdles if you read it rightly. 

Old Pluy, 

(2.)~Chap. XI. 

Where is hel Has the deep earth swallow’d him? 
Or hath he melted like some airy phantom 
That shuns the approach of morn and the yo ung sun ? 
Or hath he wrapt him in Cimmerian darkness, 
And pass’d beyond the circuit of the sight 
With things of the night’s shadows ? 

Anoiaymom* 

(3.)— Chap. xiv. 

The way is long, my children, long and rough — 
The moors are dreary, and the woods are dark; 


(5.)— Chap. XX. 

Cry the wild war-note, let the champions pass, 
Do bravely each, and Grod defend the right; 
Upon Saint Andrew thrice can they thus cry, 
And thrice they shout on height, 

And then marked them on the Englishmen, 

As I have told you right. 

Saint G-eorge the bright, our ladies’ knight. 

To name they were full fain ; 

Our Englishmen they cried on height, 

And thrice they shout again, 

OUBdM. 






Bramatic ipiereg 


iah'tton mn 


A DRAMATIC SKETCH FROM SCOTTISH HISTORY. 


Angus and Moray also joined Douglas, who entered 
PREFACE. England with an army of ten thousand men, carrying 

terror and devastation to the walls of Newcastle. 

Though the Public seldom feel much interest in Heni’y IV. was now engaged in the Welsh war 
such communications, (nor is there any reason why against Owen Glen dour; hut the Earl of Northum- 
they should,) the Author takes the liberty of stating, berland, and his son, the Hotspur Percy, with the 
that these scenes were commenced with the purpose Earl of March, collected a numerous array, and await- 
of contributing to a miscellany projected by a much- ed the return of the Scots, impeded with spoil, near 
esteemed friend.^ But instead of being confined to a Milfield, in the north part of Northumberland, Doug- 
scene or two, as intended, the work gradually swelled las had reached Wooler, in his return ; and, perceiv- 
to the size of an independent publication. It is de- ing the enemy, seized a strong post between the two 
signed to illustrate military antiquities, and the man- armies, called Homildon-hill. In this method he ri- 
ners of chivalry. The drama (if it can be termed one) vailed his predecessor at the battle of Otterburn, 
is, in no particular, either designed or calculated for but not with like success. The English advanced to 
the stage.® the assault, and Henry Percy was about to lead them 

The subject is to be found in Scottish history ; but up the hill, when March caught his bridle, and ad- 
not to overload so slight a publication with antiqua- vised him to advance no farther, but to pour the dread- 
rian research, or quotations from obscure chronicles, ful shower of English arrows into the enemy. This 
may be sufficiently illustrated by the following pas- advice was followed by the usual fortune ; for in all 
sage from Pinkerton’s History of Scotland, vol, i., ages the how was the English instrument of victory ; 
p. 72. and though the Scots, and perhaps the French, were 

superior in the use of the spear, yet this weapon was 
" The Governor (anno 1402) dispatched a consider- useless after the distant bow had decided the combat, 
able force under Murdac, his eldest son : the Earls of Robert the Great, sensible of this at the battle of Ban- 


1 Published by Constable &. Co., June 1822, in 8vo. 8s, will demonstrate Ma right to the highest honours of the tr-^gio 

2 The author alludes to a collection of small pieces in verse, muse.” The British Critic^ for October, 1822, says, on the same 

edited, for a charitable imrpose, by Mrs. Joanna Baillie.— See head, “ Though we may not accede to the author’s declaration. 
Life of Scott, vol, vii., pp. 7, 18, 169-70. that it is * in no pzriicidar calculated for the stage,’ we must 

8 In the first edition, the text added, ** In case any attempt not lead our readers to look for any thing amounting to a regular 
shall be made to produce it in action, (as has happened in si- drama. It would, we think, form an underplot of very great in- 
milar cases, ) the author takes the present opportunity to in- terest, in an historical play of customary length ; and although 
timate, that it shall be at the peril of those who make such its incidents and personages are mixed np, in these scenes, with 
an experiment.” Adverting to this passage, the New Edin- an event of real history, there is nothing in either to prevent 
burgh Review (July, 1822) said,—''* We, nevertheless, do not their being interwoven in the plot of any drama of which the 
believe that any thing more essentially dramatic, in so far as action should lie in the confines of England and Scotland, at 
it goes, more capable of stage effect, has appeared in England any of the very numerous periods of Border warfare. The 
since the days of her greatest genius; and giving Sir Walter, whole interest, indeed, of the story, is engrossed by two cha- 
therefore, full credit for his coyness on the present occasion, racters, imagined, as it appears to us, with great force and 
we ardently hope that he is but trying his strength in the probability, and contrasted with considerable skill and ef- 
snost arduous of all literary enterprises, and that, ere long, he feet.” 
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Bockburn, ordered a prepared detachment of cavalry 
to rush among the English archers at the commence- 
mentj totally to disperse them, and stop the deadly 
effusion. But Douglas now used no such precaution ; 
and the consequence was, that his people, drawn up 
on the face of the hill, presented one general mark to 
the enemy, none of whose aiTows descended in vain. 
The Scots fell without fight, and unrevenged, till a 
spirited knight, Swinton, exclaimed aloud, ^ O my 
brave countrymen I what fascination has seized you 
to-day, that you stand like deer to be shot, instead of 
indulging your ancient courage, and meeting your 
enemies hand to hand? Let those who will, descend 
with me, that we may gain victory, or life, or fall like 
men.’ ^ Tliis being heard by Adam Gordon, between 
whom and Swinton there remained an ancient deadly 
feud, attended with the mutual slaughter of many 
followers, he instantly fell on his knees before Swin- 
ton, begged his pardon, and desired to be dubbed a 
knight by him whom he must now regard as the wisest 
and the boldest of that order in Britain. The cere- 
mony performed, Swinton and Gordon descended the 
hill, accompanied only by one hundred men ; and a 
desperate valour led the whole body to death. Had 
a similar spirit been shown by the Scottish army, it is 
probable that the event of the day would have been 
different. Douglas, who was certainly deficient in the 
most important qualities of a general, seeing his army 
begin to disperse, at length attempted to descend the 
hill; hut the English archers, retiring a little, sent a 
flight of arrows so sharp and strong, that no armour 
could withstand; and the Scottish leader himself, 
whose panoply was of remarkable temper, fell under 
five wounds, though not mortal. The English men- 
of~arms, knights, or squires, did not strike one blow, 
but remained spectators of the rout, which was now 
complete. Great numbers of the Scots were slain, 
and near five hundred perished an the river Tweed 
upon their flight. Among the illustrious captives w’as 
Douglas, w’hose chief wound deprived him of an eye ; 
Murdac, son of Albany ; the Earls of Moray and An- 
gus; and about twenty-four gentlemen of eminent 
rank and power. The chief slain were, Swinton, Gor- 
don, Livingston of Calendar, Ramsay of Dalhousie, 
Waiter Sinclair, Roger Gordon, Walter Scott, and 
others. Such was the issue of the unfortunate battle 
of Homildon.” 

It may be proper to observe, that the scene of ac- 
tion has, in the following pages, been transferred from 
Homildon to Halidon Hill. For this there was an 
obvious reason; — for who would again venture to in- 
troduce upon the scene the celebrated Hotspur, who 
commanded the English at the former battle 1 There 
are, however, several coincidences which may recon- 
cile even the severer antiquary to the substitution of 


Halidon Hill for Homildon, A Scottish army was 
defeated by the English on both occasions, and under 
nearly the same circumstances of address on the part 
of the victors, and mismanagement on that of the van- 
quished, for the English long-bow decided the day in 
both cases. In both cases, also, a Gordon was left on 
the field of battle ; and at Halidon, as at Homildon, 
the Scots were commanded by an ill-fated represen- 
tative of the great house of Douglas. He of Homil- 
don was surnamed Timman, i. e. Loseman, from his 
repeated defeats and miscarriages ; and, with all the 
personal valour of his race, seems to have enjoyed so 
small a portion of their sagacity, as to be unable to learn 
military experience from reiterated calamity. I am 
far, however, from intimating, that the traits of irnbe- 
cilityand envy attributed tothe Regent in the following 
sketch, are to be historically ascribed either to the 
elder Douglas of Halidon Hill, or to him called Tine- 
man, who seems to have enjoyed the respect of his 
countrymen, notwithstanding that, like the celebrat- 
ed Anne de Montmorency, he was either defeated, or 
wounded, or made prisoner, in every battle which he 
fought. The Regent of the sketch is a character pure- 
ly imaginary. 

The traditioUjUf the Swinton family, which still sur- 
vives in a lineal descent, and to which the author has 
the honour to be related, avers, that the Swinton who 
fell at Homildon in the manner related in the preced- 
ing extract, had slain Gordon’s father ; which seems 
sufficient ground for adopting that circumstance into 
the following dramatic sketch, though it is rendered 
improbable by other authorities. 

If any reader will take the trouble of looking at 
Froissart, Fordun, or other historians of the period, 
he will find, that the character of the Lord of Swin- 
ton, for strength, courage, and conduct, is by no 
means exaggerated. 

W.'S.' 

Abbotsford, 1822. 


* ** Miles inagnanimus dominus Johannes Swinton, tanquam 
voce honrida pxasconis exclamavit, dicens, O commilitones 
inciyti! qnis vos hodie fascinavit non indulgere solitae probi- 

tati, qnod nec dextria conseritis, nec nt viri corda erigitis, ad 
inTadendum flemulos, qni vos, tanquaxn damulos vel liinnulos 


DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 

SCOTTISH. 

The RegeisT op Scotland. 

Gordon, ^ 

Swinton, 

Lennox, 

Sutherland, 

Ross, 

Maxwell, 

Johnstone, 

Lindesay, J 


) Scottish Chiefs and 


imparcatos, sagittarum jacnlis perdere festinant. Descen- 
dant mecnra qui voliut, et in nomine Domini hostes peiietra- 
bimns, nt vel sic vita potiamnr, vel saltern ut ^nilites cnm ho- 
nore occumbanius,” dtc.— Fordun, Scoti-Chronkont vol. ii*, 
p. 434. 
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Adam de VipOxYt, a Knight Templar, 

The Prior op Maison-Dieu. 

IlEy.\ALD, Swinton^s Squire. 

Hob Hattely, a Border Moss-Trooper. 

Heralds, 

ENGLISH. 

King Edward III. 

Chandos, "I 

Percy, V English and Norman Nohles. 

EtBAUMOxVT, I 

The Abbot of Walthamstow. 


mii'istfii mil* 


■v;', . act I.~SCENE I. 

The norther n side of ike emimice ofHalidon. The back 
Scene represents the summit of the ascent, occupied hy 
the Rear-guard of the Scottish army. Bodies of armed 
Men appear as admncing from different points, to join 
the main Body. 

Enter De Vipont and the Prior of Maison-Dietj. 

ViP. No fai’tlier, Father — here I need rio guidance — 
1 have already brought your peaceful step 
^J'oo near the verge of battle. 

Pri. Fain would I see you join some Baron’s banner, 
Before I say farewell. The honour’d sword 
That fought so well in Syria, should not wave 
Amid the ignoble crowd. 

ViP. Each spot is noble in a pitched field, 

So that a man has room to fight and fall on’t. 

But I shall find out friends. ’Tis scarce twelve years 
Since I left'^Scotland for the wars of Palestine, 

And then the flower of all the Scottish nobles 
Were known to me ; and I, in my degree, 

Not all unknown to them. 

Pri. Alas ! there have been changes since that time I 
The Royal Bruce, with Randolph, Douglas, Grahame, 
Then shook in field the banners which now moulder 
Over their graves i’ the chancel. 

Yip. And thence comes it, 

That while I look’d on many a well-known crest 
And blazon’d shield/ as hitherward we came, 

The faces of the Barons who displayed them 
Were all unknown to me. Brave youths they seem’d ; 
Yet, surely, fitter to adorn the tilt-yard. 

Than to be leaders of a war. Their followers, 

Young like themselves, seem like themselves unprac- 
tised — 

Look at their battle-rank. 

1 MS.— “ I’ve look’d on many a well-known pennon 
Playing tile air/’ Sec. 


Pri. I cannot gaze on’t with undazzled eye, 

So thick the rays dart back from shield and helmet, 
And sword and battle-axe, and spear and pennon. 
Sure ’tis a gallant show I The Bruce himaAl -f 
Hath often conquer’d at the head of fewer 
And worse appointed followers. 

Yip. Ay, but ’twas Bruce that led them. Reverend 
Father, 

’Tis not the falchion’s weight decides a combat ; 

It is the strong and skilful hand that wields it. 

Ill fate, that we should lack the ndble King, 

And all his champions now ! Time call’d them not, 
For w’hen I parted hence for Palestine, 

The brows of most were free from grizzled hair. 

Pri. Too true, alas! But well you know, in Scot- 
land 

Few hairs are silver’d underneath the helmet; 

’Tis cowls like mine which hide them. ’Mongst the 
laity, 

War’s the rash reaper, who thrusts in his sickle 
Before the grain is white. In threescore years 
And ten, which I have seen, I have outlived 
Wellnigh two generations of our nobles. 

The race which holds ® yon summit is the third. 

Yip. Thou mayst outlive them also. 

Frt. Heaven forfend ! 

My prayer shall be, that Heaven will close my eyes, 
Before they look upon the wrath to come. 

Yip. Retire, retire, good Father! — -Pray for Scot- 
land — 

Think not on me. Here comes an ancient friend, 
Brother in arms, with whom to-day I’ll join me. 

Back to your choir, assemble all your brotherhood. 
And weary Heaven with prayers for victory 
Pri. Heaven’s blessing rest with thee, 

Champion of Heaven, and of thy suffering country I 
Prior. Yimmdraws a Uttk cLsideaTid 
letscbumthe heaver of his helmet. 

Enter BwimoN, followed Reynald and others, to 
whom he speeds as Jie enters. 

Swi, Halt here, and plant my pennon, till the 
Regent 

Assign our band its station in the host. 

Bey. That must be by the Standard. We have had 
That right since good Saint David’s reign at least. 
Fain would I see the Marcher would dispute it. 

Swi. Peace, Reynaldt Where the general plants 
the soldier, 

There is Ms place of honour, and there only 
His valour can win worship. Thou’rt of those, 

Who would have war’s deep art bear the wild sem- 
blance 

Of some disorder’d hunting, where, pell-mell, 

Each trusting to the swiftness of his horse, 

Gallants press on to see the quarry fall. 

Yon steel-clad Southrons, Reynald, are no deer; 

And England’s Edward is no stag at ba-y. 

2 MS.—" The youths who hold,” &c., " are.” 

3 MS.-— — — “ with prayers for Scotland’s weal,” 
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\ IP. {advancing.) There needed not, to blazon forth 
the Swinton, 

His ancient burgonot, the sable Boar 
Chain’d to the gnarl’d oak,^~-nor his proud step, 

Nor giant stature, nor the ponderous mace, 

Which only lie, of Scotland’s realm, can wield: 

His discipline and wisdom mark the leader, 

As doth his frame the champion. Hail, brave Swinton i 
SWL Brave Templar, thanks! Such your cross’d 
shoulder speaks you ; 

But the closed visor, which conceals your features, 
Forbids more knowledge. Umfraville, perhaps — i 

ViP. {undosiiig his hetmet,) No ; one less worthy of 
our sacred Order. 

Yet, unless Syrian suns have scorch’d my features 
Swart as my sable visor, Alan Swinton 
Will welcome Symon Yipont. 

Swi. (embracing him.) As the blithe reaper 
Welcomes a practised mate, when the ripe harvest 
Lies deep before him, and the sun is high ! 

Thou ’It follow yon old pennon, wilt thou not? 

’Tis tatter’d since thou saw’st it, and the Boar-heads 
Look as if brought from off some Christmas board, 
Where knives had notch’d them deeply. 

Yip. Have with them, ne’ertheless. The Stuart’s 
Cheq^uer, 

The Bloody Heart of Douglas, Ross’s Lymphads, 
Sutherland’s Wild-cats, nor the royal Lion, 

Rampant in golden treasure, wins me from them. 

We ’ll back the Boar-heads bravely. I see round them 
A chosen band of lances — some well known to me. 
Where ’s the main body of thy followers? 

Swi. Symon de Yipont, thou dost see them all 
That Swinton’s bugle-hom can call to battle, 
However loud it rings. There ’s :^t a boy 
Left in my halls, whose arm has strength enough 
To bear a sword — there ’s not a man behind, 
However old, who moves without a staff. 

Striplings and greybeards, every one is here, 

And here all should be— Scotland needs them all ; 
And more and better men, were each a Hercules, 
And yonder handful centuplied. 

YiP. A thousand followers— such, with friends and 
kinsmen, 

Allies and vassals, thou wert wont to lead — 

A thousand followers shrunk to sixty lances 
In twelve years’ space?— And thy brave sons. Sir 
Alan? 

Alas I I fear to ask. 

Swi. All slain, De Yipont. In my empty home 
A puny babe lisps to a widow’d mother, 

“ Where is my grandsire ! wherefore do you weep?” 
But for that prattler, Lyulph’s house is heirless. 

I’m an old oak, from which the foresters 

Have hew’d four goodly boughs, and left beside me 


1 “ The armorial bearings of the ancient family of Swinton 
are sable, a cheveron, or, between three boars’ heads erased, 
argent CajEST—a boar chained to a tree, and above, on an 
escioll, Tespire. Supporters— two boars standing on a com- 


Only a sapling, which the fawn may crush 
As he springs over it. 

Yip. All slain?— alas! 

Swi. Ay, all, De Yipont. And their attributes, 
John with the Long Spear — ^Archihald with the Axe — 
Richard the Ready— and my youngest darling, 

My Pair-hair’d William— -do hut now survive 
In measures which the grey-hair’d minstrels sing, 
When they make maidens weep. 

Yip. These wars with England, they have rooted out 
The flowers of Christendom. Knights, who might win 
The sepulchre of Christ from the rude heathen, 

Fall in unholy warfare ! 

Swi. Unholy warfare ? ay, well hast thou named it ; 
But not with England— -would her cloth-yard shafts 
Had bored their cuirasses ! Their lives had been 
Lost like their grandsire’s, in the bold defence 
Of their dear country 2 — but in private feud 
With the proud Gordon, fell my Long-spear’d .Fulin, 
He with the Axe, and he men call’d the Ready, 

Ay, and my Fair-hair’d Will — the Gordon’s wrath 
Devour’d my gallant issue. 

Yip. Since thou dost weep, their death is un- 
avenged 1 

Swi. Templar, what think’stthou me? — See yonder 
rock, 

From which the fountain gushes — is it less 
Compact of adamant, though waters flow from it 1 
Firm hearts have moister eyes. — They are avenged ; 

I wept not till they were — till . the proud Gordon 
Had with his life-blood dyed my father’s sword, 

In guerdon that he tbinn’d my father’s lineage, 

And then I wept my sons ; and, as the Gordon 
Lay at my feet, there was a tear for him, 

Which mingled with the rest. We had been friends, 
Had shared the banquet and the chase together, 
Fought side by side,— and our first cause of strife, 
Woe to the pride of both, was but a light one ! 

Yip. You are ufc feud, then, with the mighty Gor- 
don? 

Swi. At deadly feud. Here in this Bofder-land, 
Y^'here the sire’s quarrels descend upon the son, 

As due a part of his inheritance. 

As the strong castlo and the ancient blazon, 

Where private Yengeance holds the scales of justice 
Weighing each drop of blood as scrupulously 
As Jews or Lombards balance silver pence, 

Not in this land, ’twixt )Sohvay and Saint Abb’s, 
Rages a bittei*er feud than mine and theirs. 

The Swinton and the Gordon. 

Yip. You, with some threescore lances— and the 
Gordon 

Leading a thousand followers. 

Swi. You rate him far too low. Since you sought 
Palestine, 


partment, whereon arc the words, Je Pense.'* — Douglas's Bo* 
romge, p, 132. 


3 MS.— “ Of the dear land that nursed them--but in feud. 
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He hath had grants of baronies and lordships 
In the far-distant North. A thousand horse 
His southern friends and vassals always number’d. 
Add Badenoch kerne, and horse from Dey and Spey, 
He’ll count a thousand more. — And now, De Vipont, 
If the Boar-heads seem in your eyes less "worthy 
For lack of followers—-seek: yonder standard- — 

The bounding Stag, with a brave host around it ; 
There the young Gordon makes Ms earliest field. 

And pants to win his spurs. His fathers friend, 

As well as mine, thou wert—go, Join his pennon. 

And glace him with thy presence. 

Tip. When you were friends, I was the friend of 
both, 

And now I can be enemy to neither ; 

But my poor person, though but slight the aid, 

Joins on this field the banner of the two 
Which hath the smallest following. 

Swi. Spoke like the generous Knight, who gave up 
' '''■"■all, 

Leading and lordship, in a heathen land 
To fight, a Christian soldier 1 Yet, in earnest, 

I pray, De Tipont, you would join the Gordon 
In this high battle. ’Tis a noble youth, — 

So fame doth vouch him, — amorous, quick, and va- 
liant; 

Takes knighthood, too, this day, and well may use 
His spurs too rashly ^ in the wish to win them. 

A friend like thee beside him in the fight, 

Were worth a hundred speaks, to rein his valour 
And temper it with prudence : — ’tis the aged eagle 
Teaches his brood to gaze upon the sun, 

With eye undazzled. 

Tip. Alas! brave Swinton! Would'st thou train 
the hunter 

That soon must bring thee to the bay? Your custom. 
Your most unchristian, savage, fiend-like custom, 
Binds Gordon to avenge bis father’s death. 

Swi. Why, be it so ! I look for nothing else: 

My part was acted when I slew his father, 

Avenging my four sons— Young Gordon’s sword, 

If it should find my heart, can ne’er inflict there 
A pang so poignant as his father’s did. 

But I would perish by a noble hand. 

And such will his he if he bear him nobly, 

Nooly and wisely on tMs field of Halidon. 

a Pursuivant. 

Pur. Sir Knights, to council! — ’tis the Regent’s 
order, 

That knights and men of leading meet him instantly 
Before the royal standard. Edward’s army 
Is seen from the hill-summit. 

Swi. Say to the Regent, we obey his orders. 

Pursuivant. ■ 


[7b Reynald.] Hold thou my casque, and furl my 
pennon up 

Close to the staff. 1 will not show my crest, 

Nor standard, till the conmiou foe shall challenge 
.■ them. 

I’ll wake no civil strife, nor tempt the Gordon 
With aught that ’s like defiance. 

Tip. Will he not know your features? 

Swi. He never saw me. In the distant North, 
Against his will, ’tis said, his friends detain’d him 
During liis nurture— caring not, belike, 

To trust a pledge so precious near the Boar- tusks. 

It was a natural but needless caution : 

I wage no war with cMldren, for I tliiUv 
Too deeply on mine own. 

Tip. I have thought on it, and will see the Gordon 
As we go hence ® to council . I do bear 
A cross, which binds me to be Christian priest, 

As well as Christian champion God may grant, 
That I, at once his father’s friend and yours, 

May make some peace betwixt you, ^ 

Swi. When that your priestly zeal, and knightly 
valour, 

Shall force the grave to render up the dead. 

\_EiScunt severally. 


i MS.— “ Sharply.” 
s MS.— “ As ■we do pass,” &:e. 


SCENE IL .. 


The summit of Halidon Hill, before the liegenfs Teni. 
Tlie Royal Standard of Scotland is seen in (be hack- 
ground, with the Pennons and Banners of the jirindgal 
Hobles around it. 

Council of Scottish Nobles and Chiefs, Sutherland, 
Ross, Lennox, Maxwell, and other Nobhs of the 
highest rank, are close to the Regent’s person, and in 
the act of keen debate, Tipont with Gordon and 
others, remain grouped at some distance on the right 
hand of the Stage, Outlw left, standing also apart, is 
Swinton, alone and bare-headed. The Nobles are 
dressed in Highland or Lowland habits, as historical 
costume requires. Trumpets, Heralds, ^c. are in at- 
tendance, 

Len Nay, Lordings, put no shame upon my coun- 
. sels. , ■ 

1 did but say, if we retired a little. 

We should have fairer field and better vantage. 

I ’ve seen King Robert — ay, The Bruce himself — 
Retreat six leagues in length, and think no shame on ’t 
Reg. Ay, but King Edward sent a haughty mesra;:;- *. 
Defying us to battle on this field, 

This very hill of Halidon ; if we leave it 
Unfought withal, it squares not with our honou!*. 


® MS.— The cross I wear appoints me Christian priest, 
As well as Christian warrior,” &c. 

^ In the MS. the scene terminates with this line. 
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13 ^ 1 . {apart.) A perilous honour, that allows the 
enemy, 

And such an enemy as this same Edward, 

To choose our field of battle ! He knows how 
To make our Scottish pride betray its master 
Into the pitfall. 

[ During this spmk. the dehoste among the NoUes is 
cmfinued* 

SuTH. {aloud.) We will not back one furlong— not 
one yard, 

No, nor one inch ; where’er we find the foe, 

Or where the foe finds us, there will we fight him. 
Retreat will dull the spirit of our followers, 

Who now stand prompt for battle. 

Ross. My Lords, methinks great Morarchat’ has 
doubts, 

That, if his Northern elans once turn the scam 
Of their check’d hose behind, it will bo hard 
To halt and rally them. 

SuTH. Say’st thou, MacDonnell ?— Add another 
falsehood. 

And name when Morarchat was eoward or traitor ? 
Thine island race, as chronicles can tell. 

Were oft affianced to the Southron cause; 

Loving the weight and temper of their gold, 

More than the weight and temper of their steel. 

Reg, Peace, my Lords, ho ! 

Ross {throiciT^ down Ms Glove.) MaoDonnell will 
not peace 1 There lies my pledge, 

Proud Morarchat, to witness thee a liar. 

Max. Brought I all Nithsdale from the Western. 
Border ; 

Left I my towers exposed to foraying England, 

And thieving Annandale, to see such misrule ? 

John. Who speaks of Annandale 1 Dare Maxwell 
slander 

The gentle House of Lochwood 
Reg. Peace, Lordings, once again. We represent 
The Majesty of Scotland—in our presence , 
Brawling is treason. 

SuTH. Were it in presence of the King himself, 
What should prevent my saying 

Enter Lindesay. 

Lin. You must determine quickly. Scarce a mile 
Parts our vanguard from Edward’s. On the plain 
Bright gleams of armonr flash through clouds of dust. 
Like stars through frost«mist— steeds neigh, and wea- 
pons clash — 

And arrows soon will whistle — the worst sound 
That waits on English war.— You must determine, 
Reg. We are determined. We will spare proud 
Edward 

Half of the ground that parts us.— Onward, Lords ; 
Saint Andrew strike for Scotland ! We will lead 
The middle ward ourselves, the Royal Standard 


Display’d beside us ; and beneath its shadow 
Shall the young gallants, whom we knight this day, 
Fight for their golden spurs.— Lennox, thou ’rt wise. 
And wilt obey command — lead thou the rear. 

Len. The rear !— why I the rear ? The van were 
fitter 

For him who fought abreast with Robert Bruce. 

Swi. {apart.) Discretion hath forsaken Lennox too ! 
The wisdom he was forty years in gathering 
Has left him in an instant. ’Tis contagious 
Even to witness frenzy. 

SuTH. The Regent hath determined well. The- rear 
Suits him the best who counsell’d our retreat. 

Len. Proud Northern Thane, the van were soon the 
■ rear, 

Were thy disorder’d followers planted there. 

SuTH. Then, for that very word, I make a vow, 

By my broad Earldom, and my father’s soul. 

That, if I have not leading of the van, 

I will not fight to-day ! 

Ross. Morarchat ! thou the leading of the van ! 
Not whilst MacDonnell lives. 

Swi. {apart.) Nay, then a stone would speak. 
lAddresm the Regent.] May ’t please your Grace, 
And you, great Lords, to hear an old man’s counsel, 
That hath seen fights enow. These open bickerings 
Dishearten all our host. If that your Grace, ^ 

With these great Earls and Lords, must needs debate, 
Let the closed tent conceal your disagreement; 

Else ’twill be said, ill fares it with the flock, 

If shepherds wrangle, when the wolf is nigh. 

Reg. The old Knight counsels well. Let every Lord 
Or Chief, who leads five hundred men or more. 
Follow to council — others are excluded — 

We ’ll have no vulgar censurers of our conduct — 

[LooUng at SwiNTON. 
Young Gordon, your high rank and numerous follow- 
ing 

Give you a seat with us, though yet unknighted. 

Gordon. I pray you, pardon me. My youth’s unfit 
To sit in council, when that Knight’s grey hairs 
And wisdom wait without. 

Reg. Do as you wdll ; we deign not bid you twice, 
{The Regent, Ross, Sutherland, Lennox, 
Maxwell, enter the Tent. The rest remain 
grouped about the Stage. 

Gor. {ohsemig Swi.) That helmetless old Knight, 
his giant stature. 

His awful accents of rebuke and wusdom, 

Have caught my fancy strangely. He doth seem 
Like to some vision’d form which I have dream’d of. 
But never saw with waking eyes till now. 

I will accost him. 

ViP. Pray you, do not so; 

Anon I ’ll give you reason why you should not. 

There ’s other work in hand 


* Moraxchate is the ancient Gaelic designation of the Earls 
of Stitherland. See ante,, page 697> note. 


2 Lochwood Castle was the ancient seat of the Johnstoncs, 
Lords of Annandale. 
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Goe. I will but ask Ms name. There ’s in his pre- 
sence 

Something that works upon me like a spell^^ 

Or like the feeling made my childish ear 
Dote upon tales of superstitious dread, 

Attracting while they chilTd my heart with fear. 
Now, born the Gordon, I do feel right well 
I "m bound to fear nought earthly — and I fear nought. 
I ’ll know who this man is 

{Accosts SwiNTON. 

Sir Knight, I pray you, of your gentle courtesy, 

To tell your honour’d name. I am ashamed. 

Being unknown in arms, to say that mine 
Is Adam Gordon. 

SwiNTON {s/iows emotion^ hut instantly svhdms it.') 

It is a name that soundeth in my ear 
Like to a death-knell — ay, and like the call 
Of the shrill trumpet to the mortal lists; 

Yet, ’tis a name which ne’er hath been dishonour’d, 
And never will, I trust — most surely never 
By such a youth as thou. 

Goe. There ’s a mysterious courtesy in this. 

And yot it yields no answer to my question. 

I ti’ust you hold the Gordon not unworthy 
To Icnow the name ho asks % 

Swi. Worthy of all that openness and honour 
May show to friend or foe — but, for my name, 

Vipont will show it you ; and, if it sound 
Harsh in your ear,^ remember that it knells there 
But at your own request. This day, at least, 

Though seldom wont to keep it in concealment, 

As there ’s no cause I should, yott had not heard it. 
Gor. This strange— 

ViP. The mystery is needful. Follow me. 

{They retire behind the side scene. 
Swi. {looldiig after them.) ’Tis a brave youth. How 
blush’d his noble cheek, 

While youthful modesty, and the embarrassment 
Of curiosity, combined with wonder, 

And half suspicion of some slight intended, 

All mingled in the flush ; but soon ’twill deepen 
Into revenge’s glow. How slow is Yipont I — 

I wait the issue, as I ’ve seen spectators 
Suspend the motion even of the eyelids, 

When the slow gunner, with his lighted match, 
Approach’d the charged cannon, in the act 
To waken its dread slumbers. — Now ’tis out ; 

He draws his sword, and rushes towards me, 

Who will nor seek nor shun liim, 

E7iter Gordon, leUhlield hy Vipont. 

Yip. Hold, for the sake of Heaven ! 0, for the 
sake 


1 “ A name unmusical to Volscian ears, 

And harsli in sound to iEme.**---CoYiolmxxis. 

2 In the MS. the five last lines of Vipont’s speech are inter- 
polated. 

s MS. — “You must not here —not where the Royal Stan- 
dard 

Awaits the attack of Scotland’s enemies. 


Of your dear country, hold ! — Has Swinton slain your 
father. 

And must you, therefore, be yourself a parricide, 

And stand recorded as the selfish traitor, 

Who in her hour of need, his country’s cause 
Deserts, that he may wreak a private wrong ? 

Look to yon banner — that is Scotland’s standard ; 
Look to the Begent— he is Scotland’s general ; 

Look to the English — they are Scotland’s foemen ! 
Bethink thee, then, thou art a son of Scotland, 

And think on nought beside.® 

Gor. He hath come here to brave me ! — Off ! un- 
hand me ! — 

Thou canst not be my father’s ancient friend, 

That stand’st ’twixt me and him who slew my father. 
Yip. You know not Swinton, Scarce one passing 
thought 

Of his high mind was with you ; now, his soul 
Is fix’d on this day’s battle. You might slay him 
At unawares before he saw your blade drawn.— 
Stand still, and watch him close.® 

Enter Maxwell from the tent. 

Swi. How go our councils, Maxwell, may I ask 1 
Max. As wild, as if the very wind and sea 
With every breeze and every billow battled 
For their precedence.^ 

Swi. Most sure they are possess'd 1 Some evil 
spirit, 

To mock their valour, robs them of discretion. 

Fie, fie, upon ’t ! — 0, that Dunfermline’s tomb 
Could render up The Bruce ! that Spain’s red shore 
Could give us hack the good Lord James of Douglas ! 
Or that fierce Randolph, with his voice of terror, 
Were here, to awe these brawlers to submission ! 
Yip. to Gor. Thou hast perused him at more leisure 
now. 

Gor. I see the giant form which all men speak of, 
The stately port — but not the sullen eye, 

Not the bloodtMraty look, that should belong 
To him that made me orphan. I sliall need 
To name my father twice ere I can strike 
At such grey hairs, and face of such command ; 

Yet my hand clenches on my falchion hilt. 

In token he shall die. 

Yip. Need I again remind you, that the place 
Peimiits not private quarrel? 

Gor. I’m calm. I will not seek— -nay, I will shun 
it — 

And yet metliinks that such debate ’s the fashion. 
You ’ve heard how taunts, reproaches, and the lie, 
The lie itself, have flown from mouth to mouth ; 

As if a band of peasants w’ere disputing 


Against the coinnion foe—wage private quarrel. 
He braves you not— his thought is on the event 
Of this day’s field. Stand still and watch him 
closer.” 

4 Mad as the sea and virind, when both contend 
Which is the mightier .” — UamkL 
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About a foot-ball match, rather than Chiefs 
Were ordering a battle. I am young. 

And lack experience ; tell me, brave De Vipont, 

Is such the fasliion of your wars in Palestine ? 

ViP. Such it at times bath been; and then the 
. .'Gross', .. 

Hath sunk before the Crescent. Heaven’s cause 
Won us not victory where wisdom was not. — 

Behold yon English host come slowly on, 

With equal front, rank marshalFd upon rank, 

As if one spirit ruled one moving body ; 

The leaders, in their places, each prepared 
To charge, support, and rally, as the fortune 
Of changeful battle needs: then look on ours, 

Broken, disjointed, as the tumbling surges 
Which the winds wake at random. Look on both, 
And dread the issue ; yet there might be succour. 

GrOR. We ’re fearfully overmatch’d in discipline ; 

So even my inexperienced eye can judge. 

What succour save in Heaven ? 

ViP, Heaven acts by human means. The artist’s 
skill 

Supplies in war, as in mechanic crafts. 

Deficiency of tools. There ’s courage, wisdom, 

And skill enough, live in one leader here, 

As, flung into the balance, might avail 
To counterpoise the odds ’twixt that ruled host 
And our wld multitude. — I must not name him. 

GrOR. I guess, hut dare not ask. — What band is 
yonder, 

Arranged so closely as the English discipline 
Hath marshall’d their best files 1 
Yip. Know’st thou not the pennon ? 

One day, perhaps, thou ’It see it all too closely;— 

It is Sir Alan Swinton’s. 

Goa, These, then, are his, — the relics of his power ; 
Yet worth an host of ordinary men, — 

And I must slay my country’s sagost leader, 

And crush by numbers that determined handful, 
When most my country needs their practised aid. 

Or men will say, “There goes degenerate Gordon; 
His father’s blood is on the Swinton’s sword. 

And his is in liis scabbard ! ” 

ViP. (qpari*) High blood and mettle, mix’d with 
early wisdom, 

Sparkle in this brave youth. If he survive 
This evil-omen’d day, I pawn my word. 

That, in the ruin which I now forbode, 

Scotland has treasure left. — How close he eyes 
Each look and step of Swinton 1 Is it hate. 

Or is it admiration, or are both 
Commingled strangely in that steady gaze ? 

[SwiNXON ajzd Maxwell reium from tJie loitom 
of the stages ^ 

Max, The storm is laid at length amongst these 
counsellors ; 

See, they come forth. 

Swi . And it is more than time ; 

For I can mark ttie vanguard archery 
Handling their quivers — bending up their bows. 


Enter the Regent and Scottish Lords, 

Reg. Thus shall it be, then, since we may no better 
And, since no Lord will yield one jot of way 
To this high urgency, or give the vanguard 
Up to another’s guidance, we will abide them 
Even on tins bent; and as our troops are rank’d, 

So shall they meet the foe. Chief, nor Thane, 

Nor Noble, can complain of the precedence 
Which chance has thus assign’d him. 

Swi. {apart.) O, sage discipline, 

That leaves to chance the marshalling of a battle I 
; Gor. Move him to speech, De Yipont. 

Yip. Move — Move whom? 

Gob, Even him, whom, but brief space rince. 

My hand did burn to put to utter silence. 

Yip. I’ll move it to him.— Swinton, speak to them, 
They lack thy counsel sorely. 

Swi, Had I the thousand spears which once I led, 

I had not thus been silent. But men’s wisdom 
Is rated by their means. From the poor leader 
Of sixty lances, who seeks words of weight? 

Gor. {steps forward.) Swinton, there ’s that of wis- 
dom on thy bi'ow, 

And valour in thine eye, and that of peril 
In this most urgent hour, that bids me say, — 

Bids me, thy mortal foe, say,— Swinton, speak, 

For King and Country’s sake ! 

Swi. Nay, if that voice commands me, speak I will ; 
It sounds as if the dead lays charge on me. 

Reg . ( To Lennox, tmth whom he has been consulting.) 
’Tis better than you think. This broad hill-side 
Affords fair compass for our power’s display, 

Rank above rank rising in seemly tiers ; 

So that the rearward stands as fair and open- — 
Swi. As e’er stood mark before an English archer, 
Reg. Who dares to say so ? — Who is ’t dare impeach 
Our inile of discipline ? 

Swi. a poor Knight of these Marches, good my 
Lord; 

Alan of Swinton, w^ho hath kept a house here, 

He and his ancestry, since the old days 
Of Malcolm, called the Maiden. [field, 

Reg. You have brought here, even to this pitched 
In which the Royal Banner is display’d, 

I think some sixty spears, Sir Knight of Swinton ; 
Our musters name no more. 

Swi. I brought each man I had ; and Chief, or Earl, 
Thane, Duke, or dignitary, brings no more : 

And with them brought I what may here be useful— 
An aged eye ; which, what in England, Scotland, 
Spain, France, and Flanders, hath seen fifty battles, 
And ta’en some judgment of them ; a stark hand too, 
Which plays as with a straw with this same mace, — 
Which if a young arm here can wield more lightly, 

I never more will ofier word of counsel. 

Len. Hear him, my Lord ; it is the noble Swinton— 
He hath had high experience. 

He is noted 

The wisest warrior ’twixt the Tweed and Solway, — 

I do beseech you, hear him. 
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John. A-y, hear the Swiiiton — ^hear stout old Sir 
Alan ; 

Maxwell and Johnstone both agree for once. 

Reg. Where ^s your impatience now? 

Late you were all for battle, would not hear 
Ourself pronounce a word — and now you gaze 
On yon old warrior, in his antique armour. 

As if he were arisen from the dead, 

To bring us Bruce’s counsel for the battle. 

SwH. ’Tis a proud word to speak; but he who 
fought 

Long under Robert Bruce, may something guess, 
A\lthout communication with the dead, [ye 

At what he would have couiiseH’d.— Bruce had bidden 
Review your battle-order, marshall’d broadly 
Here on the bare hill-side, and bidden you mark 
Yon clouds of Southron archers, bearing down 
To the green meadow-lands which stretch beneath — 
The Bruce had warn’d you, not a shaft to-day 
But shall find mark within a Scottish bosom, 
if thus our field be order’d. The callow boys, 

Who draw but four-foot bows, shall gall our front. 
While on our mainward, and upon the rear, 

The cloth-yard shafts shall fall like death’s own darts, 
And, though blind men discharge them, find a mark. 
Thus shall w'e die the death of slaughter’d deer, 
Which, driven into the toils, arc shot at case 
By boys and women, while they toss aloft 
Ail idly and in vain their branchy horns, 

As we shall shake our unavailing spears. 

Reg. Tush, tell not me ! If their shot fall like hail, 
Our men have Milan coats to hear it out. 

Swi. Never did armourer temper steel on stithy 
That made sure fence against an English arrow ; 

A cobweb gossamer were guard as goocH 
Against a wasp-sting, 

Reg. Who fears a wasp-sting ? 

Swi . I, my Lord, fear none ; 

Yet should a wise man brush the insect off, 

Or he may smart for it. 

Reg. We ’ll keep the hill; it is the vantage-ground 
When the main battle joins. 

Swi. It ne’er will join, while their light archery 
Can foil our spearmen and our barbed horse. 

To hope Rlantageuet would seek close combat 
When he can conquer riskless, is to deem 
Sagacious Edward simpler than a babe 
In battle-knowledge. Keep the hill, my Lord, 

With the mam body, if it is your pleasure; 

But let a body of your chosen horse 
Make execution on yon waspish archers. 


I’ve done such work before, and love it well ; 

If ’tis your pleasure to give me the leading, 

The dames of Sherwood, Inglewood, and Weardale, 
Shall sit in widowhood and long for venison, 

And long in vain. Whoe’er remembers Bannock- 
burn, — 

And when shall Scotsman, till the last loud trumpet, 
Forget that stirring word ! — knows tlwii great battle 
Even thus was fought and won. 

Len. This is the shortest road to bandy blows ; 

For when the bills step forth and bows go back, 

Then is the moment that our hardy spearmen, 

With their strong bodies, and their stubborn hearts, 
And limbs well knit by mountain exercise, 

At the close tug shall foil the short-breath’d Southreo. 

Swi. I do not say the field will thus be won ; 

The English host is numerous, brave, and loyal; 

Their Monarch most accomplish’d in war’s art, 
Skill’d, resolute, and wary — — 

Reg. And if your scheme secure not victory,® 

What does it promise us? 

Swi. This much at least, — 

Darkling we shall not die : the peasant’s shaft, 
Loosen’d perchance without an aim or purpose, 

Shall not drink up the life-blood we derive 
From those famed ancestor.s, who made their breasts 
This frontier’s barrier for a thousand years. 

We ’ll meet these Southron bravely hand to hand, 
And eye to eye, and weapon against weapon ; 

Each man who falls shall see the foe who strikes him. 
While our good blades are faithful to the hilts, 

And our good hands to these good blades are faithful, 
Blow shall meet blow, and none fall unavenged — 
We shall not bleed alone. 

Reg. And this is all 

Your wisdom hath devised ? 

Swi. Not all ; for I would pray you, noble Lords, 
(If one, among the guilty guiltiest, might,) 

For this one day to charm to ten hours’ rest 
The never-dying worm of deadly feud. 

That gnaws our vexed hearts — think no one foe 
Save Edward and his host: — days will remain,® 

Ay, days by far too many will remain. 

To avenge old feuds or struggles for precedence ; — 
Let this one day b© Scotland’s. — For myself. 

If there is any here may claim from me 

(As well may chance) a debt of blood and hatred, 

My life is his to-morrow unresisting, 

So he to-day will let me do the best 

That my old arm may achieve for the dear country 

That ’s mother to us both. 


1 jis. “ guard as thick.” 

2 “ The generous abandonment of private dissension, on the 
j^art of Gordon, ■which the historian has described as a mo- 
mentary impulse, is depicted by the dramatist with great skill 
and knowledge of human feeling, as the result of many pow- 
erful and conflicting emotions. He has, we think, been very 
successful in his attempt to express the hesitating, and some- 
times retrograde movements of a young and ardent mind, in 
its transition from the first glow of indignation against his 


hereditary foeman, the mortal antagonist of his father, to tho 
no less warm and generous devotion of feeling which is inspired 
in it by the contemplation of that foeman’s valour and vir- 
-^British Critic, 

3 MS.— “ For this one day to chase our country’s curse 

From your vex’d bosoms, and think no one enemy 
But those in yonder army— days enow. 

Ay days,” hc% 
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mid the preceding speech o/BwmwN, ' Should this ill hour permit ! 

Reg, It is a dream— a vision I— if one troop ' [The trumpeis sound; tM Heralds ci^i 

Rush down upon the archers, all will follow, " Largesse,” and the Attendants shorn 

And order is destroy’d — ^we ’ll keep the battle-rank " A Gordon I A Gordon I” 

Our fathers wont to do. No more on ’t.— Ho I Beg. Beggars and flatterers ! Peace, peace, I say 1 

Where be those youths seek knighthood from our We ’ll to the Standard; knights shall there be made 
sword? Who will with better reason crave your clamour. 

Her. Here are the Gordon, Somerville, and Hay, Lsn. What of Swinton’s counsel % 

And Hepburn, with a score of gallants more. Here’s Maxwell and myself think it worth noting. 

Reg, Gordon, stand forth. Beg. (with concentrated iiidignaiion.) 

Goe. I pray your Grace, forgive me. Let the best knight, and let the sagest leader, — 

Reg. How ! seek you not for knighthood? So Gordon quotes the man who slew his father,— 

Gor, I do thirst for ’t. With his old pedigree and heavy mace, 

But, pardon me — ’tis from another sword. Essay the adventure if it pleases him, 

Reg. It is your Sovereign’s— seek you for a worthier? With his fair threescore horse. As for ourselves, 
Ggr* Who would drink purely, seeks the secret We will not peril aught upon the measure. 

fountain, | Gor. Lord Regent, you mistake ; for if Sir Alan 

How small soever — not the general stream. Shall venture such attack, each man who calls 

Though it be deep and wide. My Lord, I seek The Gordon chief, and hopes or fears from him 

The boon of knighthood from the honour’d weapon Or good or evil, follows Swinton’s banner 
Of tlie best knight, and of the sagest leader, In this achievement. 

That ever graced a ring of chivalry. Reg. Why, God ha’ mercy ! This is of a piece. 

' — ^Therefore, I beg the boon on bended knee. Let young and old e’en follow their own counsel, 

Even from Sir Alan Swinton, [Kneds, Since none will list to mine. 

Reg. Degenerate boy I Abject at once and inso- Ross. The Border cockerel Mn would be on 
lent t — horseback ; 

See^ Lords, he kneels to him that slew his father I ’Tis safe to be prepared for fight or flight; 

Gom. up,) Shame be on him, who speaks And this comes of it to give Northern lands 

. , such shamefol word ! To the felse Norman blood. 

Shame be nn him, whem tongue would sow dissen- Goa. Hearken, proud Chief of Isles I Within my 
sum, stalls 

When most the dime demands that native Scotsmen I have two hundred horse ; two hundred riders 
Forget each private wrong ! Mount guard upon my castle, who would tread 

Swi. [interrupting him.) Youth, since you crave me Into the dust a thousand of your Redshanks, 

To be your sire in chivalry, I remind you Nor count it a day’s service. 

War has it duties, Office has its reverence ; Swr. liear I this 

Who governs in the Sovereign’s name is Sovereign ; — Fz*om thee, young man, and on the day of battle ? 
Crave the Lord Regent’s pardon. And to the brave jMacDonnell ? 

Goe. You task me justly, and I crave his pardon, Gob. ’Twas he that urged me ; but I am rebuked. 

[Boivs to the Regent. Reg. He crouches like a leash-hound to his master! ^ 

His and these noble Lords’ ; and pray them all Swi. Each hound must do so that would head the 

Rear witness to my words. — Ye noble presence, deer — 

Here I remit unto the Knight of Swinton ’Tis mongrel curs that snatch at mate or master. 

All bitter memory of my father’s slaughter. Beg. Too much of this. Sirs, to the Royal Stan- 

Ail thoughts of malice, hatred, and revenge ; dard ! 

By no base fear or composition moved, I bid you, in the name of good King David, 

But by the thought, that in our country’s battle Sound trumpets— sound for Scotland and King David ! 

All hearts should be as one. I do forgive him [The Regent and the rest go and the 

As freely as I pray to be {orpverif Scene closes. Maneni Gordon, Swin- 

And once more kneel to him to sue for knighthood. ton, and Yipont, with Revnald and 

Swi. [affected^ and drawing Ms sword.) followers. Lennox follows the Regent ; 

Alas I brave youth, ’tis I should kneel to you, hut returns^ and addresses Swinton. 

And, tendering thee the hilt of the fell sword Len, O, were my western horsemen but come up, 

That made thee fatherless, bid thee use the point I would take part with you ! 

After thine own discretion. For thy boon — Swi. Bettor that you remain. 

Trumpets be ready — In the Holiest name. They lack discretion ; such grey head as yours 

And in Our Lady’s and Saint Andrew’s name, May best supply that want. 

f [Touming his diotdder with his smord. 

I dubtheeEmghtl— Arise, Sir Adam Gordon! i In the MS. this speech and the nsit are interpolated 
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Swi. An ancient firiendl—a most notorious knave, 
Whose throat I’ve destined to the dodder’d oak 
Before my castle, these ten months and more. 

Was it not you who drove from Simprim-mains, 

And Swinton-quarter, sixty head of cattle ? 

Hob. What then, if now I lead your sixty lances 
Upon the English flank, where they’ll find spoil 
Is worth six hundred beeves ! 

Swi. Why, thou canst do it, knave. I would not 
trust thee 

With one poor bullock; yet would risk my life. 

And all my followers, on thine honest guidance. 

Hob. There is a dingle, and a most discreet one, 

(I ’ve trod each step by star-light,) that sweeps round 
The rearward of this hill, and opens secretly 
Upon the archers’ flank.— -Will not that serve 
Your present turn. Sir Alan? 

Swi. Bravely, bravely ! 

GrOE. Mount, sirs, and cry my slogan. 

Bet all who love the Grordon follow me I 
Swi. Ay, let all follow— but in silence follow. 
Scare not the hare that ’s couchant on her form — 
The cushat from her nest— brush not, if ijossiblc, 

The dew-drop from the spray — 

Let no one wdiisper, until 1 cry, Havoc ! ” 

Then shout as loud ’s ye will. — On, on, brave Hob ; 
On, thou false thief, but yet most faithful Scotsman ! 


Lennox, mine ancient friend, and honour’d lord, 
Farewell, I think, for ever I 
Len. Farewell, brave friend ! — and farewell, noble 
Gordon, 

Whose sun will be eclipsed even as it rises! — 

The Regent will not aid you. 

Swi. We will so bear us, that as soon the blood- 
hound 

Shall halt, and take no part, what time his comrade 
Is grappling with the deer, as he stand still, 

And see us overmatch’d. 

Len. Alas! thou dost not know how mean his 
pride is, 

How strong his envy. [him. 

Swi. Then we w^ill die, and leave the shame with 

Leisnox. 

ViP. (to Gordon.) What ails thee, noble youth? 
What moans this pause? 

Thou dost not rue thy generosity! 

Gor. I have been hurried on by strong impulse, 
Like to a bark that scuds before the storm, 

Till driven upon some strange and distant coast, 
Which never pilot dream’d of,— Have I not forgiven? 
And am I not still fatherless? 

Swr. Gordon, no j 

For while we live I am a father to thee. 

Gob. Thou, Swinton!— no!— that cannot, cannot 


Swi. Then chtiuge the phrase, and say, that while 
we live, 

Gordon shall be my son. If thou art fatherless, 

Am I not childless too? Bethink thee, Gordon, 

Our death-feud was not like the household fire, 
Which the poor peasant hides among its embers, 

To smoulder on, and wait a time for waking. 

Ours was the conflagration of the forest, 

Which, in its fury, spares nor sprout nor stem, 

Hoar oak, nor sapling — not to be extinguish’d, 

Till Heaven, in mercy, sends down all her waters; 
But, once subdued, its flame is quench’d for ever ; 
And spring shall hide the tract of devastation,’^ 

With foliage and with flowers.— Give me thy hand- 
Gor. My hand and heart! — And freely now !— to 
fight! 

ViP. How will you act? {To Swinton.] The Gor- 
don’s band and thine 

Are in the rearward left, I think, in scorn — 

111 post for them who wish to charge the foremost ! 
Swi. We ’ll turn that scorn to vantage, and de- 
scend 

Sidelong the hill— some winding path there must be— 
O, for a well-sldird guide I 

[Hob Hatxeby darts up from a TJdcJcet, 
Hob. So here he stands.— An ancient friend. Sir 
■"Alan. 

Hob Hattely, or, if you like it better, 

Hob of the Heron Plume, here stands your guide. 


ACT IL— SCENE I. 


A rising Ground immediaiely in front of tlio Position of 
tlm English Main Body. Percy, Chandos, Ribau- 
MONT, other English and Norman Nobles, are 
grouped' on the Stage. 


Per, The Scots still keep the hill — the sun grows 
high. 

Would that the charge would sound. 

Cha. Thou scent’st the slaughter, Percy.' — Who 
comes here? 


{Enter the Abbot of Walthamstow 
Now, by my life, the holy priest of Walthamstow, 
Like to a lamb among a herd of wolves I 
See, he ’s about to bleat. 

Ab. The King, methinks, delays the onset long. 

Cha. Your general, Father, like your rat-catcher^, 
Pauses to bait his traps, and set ins snares. 

Ab. The metaphor is decent. 

Cha. Reverend sir, 

I vrill uphold it just. Our good King Edw'ard 
Will presently come to this battle-field, 

And speak to you of the last tilting match, 

Or of some feat he did a twenty years since ; 

But not a word of the day’s work before him 


But, once extinguish’d, it is quench’d for ever, 
And 8X)ring shall hide the blackness of its ashes. 
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Even aa tlie artist, sir, whose name offends you, 

Sits prosing o’er his can, until the trap fall, 
Announcing that the vermin are secured, 

And then ’tis up, and on them. 

Per* Chandos, you give your tongue too bold a 
license. 

Cha. Percy, I am a necessary evil. 

King Edward would not want me, if he could, 

And could not, if he would. I know my value. 

My heavy hand excuses my light tongue. 

So men wear weighty swords in their defence, 
Although they may offend the tender shin, 

When the steel-boot is doff’d. 

Ab. My Lord of Chandos, 

This is but idle speech on brink of battle, 

When Christian men should think upon their sins ; 
For as the tree falls, so the trunk must lie, 

Be it for good or evil. Lord, bethink thee, 

Thou hast withheld from our most reverend house, ' 
The tithes of Everingham and Settleton ; ! 

Wilt thou make satisfaction to the Church ' 

Before her thunders strike thee ? I do warn thee 
In most paternal sort. 

Chi. I thanli you, Father, filially. 

Though hut a truant son of Holy Church, 

I would not choose to undergo her censures, 

WTien Scottish blades are waving at my throat, 
ni make fair composition. 

Ab, No compodtiou; I’ll have all, or none. 

Cha. None, then — ’ria soonest spoke. iTltakemy 
dhance, 

And trust my sinful soul to Heaven’s mercy, 

Rather than risk my worldly goods with thee — 

My hour may not be come. 

Ab. Impious— impenitent — 

Per. Hush I the King— the King I 


On yon hill side, like a Leviathan 

That’s stranded on the shallows, then had soul in ’t, 

Order and discipline, and power of action. 

Now ’tis a headless corpse, which only shows, 

By wild convulsions, that some life remains in ’t. 

K. Ed. True, they had once a head ; and ’twas a 
wise, 

Although a rebel bead. 

Ab. {lowing io tho King.) Would he were here I we 
should find one to match him. 

K. Ed. There ’s something in that wish which 
wakes an echo 

Within my bosom. Yet it is as well, 

Or better, that The Bruce is in his grave. 

We have enough of powerful foes on earth,- — 

No need to summon them from other worlds. 

Per. Your Grace ne’er met The Bruce ? 

K. Ed. Never himself; but in my earliest field, 

I did encounter with his famous captains, 

Douglas and Randolph, Faith I they press’d me hard . 

Ab. My Liege, if I might urge you with a question. 
Will the Scots fight to-day % 

K. Ed. {sharply ») Go look your breviary. 

Cha. {apart,) The Abbot has it — Edward will not 
answer 

On that nice point. We must observe his humour. — 
t {^Addresses iho King 

I Your first campaign, my liege 1 — ^That was in Wear- 


When Douglas gave our camp yon midnight rufSe, 
And turn’d men’s beds to biers ? 

K. Ed. Ay, by Saint Edward ! — I escaped right 
nearly. 

I was a soldier then for holidays, 

And slept not in mine armour : my safe rest 
Was startled by the cry of Douglas I Douglas ! ” 
And by my couch, a grisly chamberlain, 

Stood Alan Swinton, with his bloody mace. 

It was a churchman saved me— my stout chaplain, 
Heaven quit his spirit ! caught a weapon up, 

And grappled with the giant.— How now, Louis ? 


E^iter King Edward, attended by Baliol and others. 
King {apart to Cha.) Hark hither, Chandos! — 
Have the Yorkshire archers 
Yet join’d the vanguard ? 

Cha. They are marching thither. 

K. Ed. Bid them make haste, for shame— send a 
quick rider. 

The loitering knaves! were it to steal my venison. 
Their steps were light enough. — How now, Sir Abbot 1 
Say, is your Reverence come to study with us 
The princely art of war ? 

Ab. I’ve had a lecture from my Lord of Chandos, 
In which he term’d your Grace a rat-catcher. 

K. Ed. Chandos, how ’s this ? 

Cha. 0, 1 will prove it, sir !— These skipping Scots 
Have changed a dozen times ’twixt Bruce and Baliol, 
Quitting each House when it began to totter; 

They’re fierce and cunning, treacherous, too, as rats, 
And we, as such, will smoke them in their fastnesses. 
K. Ed. These rats have seen your back, my Lord 
of Chandos, 

And noble Percy’s too. 

Per. Ay; but the mass which now lies weltering 


Enter an Q^cer, who whiners the Kmo, 

K. Ed, Say to him,— thus— -and thus- 

[ Whispers 

Ab. That Swinton’s dead. A monlc of ours re- 
ported, 

Bound homeward from St. Ninian’s pilgrimage, 

The Lord of Gordon slew him. 

Per. Father, and if your house stood on our borders, 
You might have cause to know that Swinton. lives, 
And is on horseback yet. 

Cha. He slew the Gordon, 

That’s all the difference — a very trifie. 

Ab. Trifling to those who wage a war more noble 
Than with the arm of flesh. 

Cha. {apart,) The Abbot’s vex’d, I’ll rub the sore 
for him, — 

{Ahud,) I have seen priests that used that arm of 
flesh. 


r 
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And used it sturdily.—- Most reverend Father, 

What say you to the chaplain’s deed of arms 
In the King’s tent at Weardale ? 

Ab. It was most sinful, being against the canon 
Prohibiting all churchmen to bear weapons ; 

And as he fell in that unseemly guise. 

Perchance his soul may rue it, 

K. Ed. {merliearing the last words.) Who may rue 1 
And what is to be rued 1 

Cha. {apart.) I’ll match his Reverence for the tithes 
of Everingham. 

I— The Abbot says, my Liege, the deed was sinful, 

By which your chaplain, wielding secular weapons, 
Secured your Grace’s life and liberty. 

And that he suffers for ’t in purgatory. 

K. Ed. {to the Abbot.) Say’st thou my chaplain is 
in purgatory? 

Ab. It is the canon speaks it, good my Liege. 

K. Ed. In purgatory I thou shalt pray him out on’t. 
Or I will make thee wish thyself beside him. I 

Ab. My Lord, perchance bis soul is past the aid i 
Of all the Church may do — there is a place 
From which there ’s no redemption. 

K. .Ed. And if I thought my faithful chaplain 
there, 

Thou shouldst there join him, priest I— Go, watch, fast, 
pray, 

And let me have such prayers as will storm Heaven— 
None of your maim’d and mutter’d hunting masses. 
Ab, {apaH to Cha.) For God’s sake take him off. 
Cha. Wilt thou compound, then, 

The tithes of Everingham ? 

K. Ed. I tell thee, if thou bear’st the keys of 
Heaven, 

Abbot, thou shalt not turn a bolt with them 
’Gainst any well-deserving English subject. 

Ab. {to OiiA.) We will compound, and grant thee, 
too, a share 

I’ the next indulgence. Thou dost need it much, 
And greatly ’twill avail thee. 

Cha. Enough— we’re friends, and when occasion 
serves, 

I will strike in. — — * 

l^Loohs as if towards the Scottish Army. 

K. Ed. Answer, proud Abbot; is my chaplain’s 
soul, 

If thou knowest aught on ’t, in the evil place ? 

Ciia. My Liege, the Yorkslure men have gain’d the 
meadow. 

I see the pennon green of merry Sherwood. 

K. Ed. Then give the signal instant I We have 
lost 

But too much time already. 

Ab. My Liege, your holy cliaijlain’s blessed soul — 
K. Ed. To hell with it and thee 1 Is this a time 
To speak of monks and chaplains? 


1 MS,—*' The viewless, the resistless plague/* &:c. 

The well-known expression by which Robert Bruce cen- 


[FZottm/i of Trumpets j answered hy a distant 
sound of Bngks. 

See, Chandos, Percy — Ha, Saint George 1 Saint Ed- 
ward! ' 

See it descending now, the fatal hail-sliower, 

The storm of England’s wrath— sure, swift, resist- 
less, 

Whichno mail-coat can brook. — Brave English hearts I 
How close they shoot together ! — as one eye 
Had aim’d five thousand shafts — as if one hand 
Had loosed five thousand bow-strings I 
Per. The thick volley 

Darkens the air, and hides the sun from us, 

Iv. Ed. It falls on those shall see the sun no 
more. 

The winged, the resistless plague^ is with them. 

How their vex’d host is reeling to and fro, 

Like the chafed whale with fifty lances in him. 

They do not see, and cannot shun the wound. 

, The storm is viewless, as death’s sable wing, 

Unerring as his scythe. 

Per. Horses and riders are going down together. 
’Tis almost pity to see nobles fall. 

And by a peasant’s arrow, 

Bal. I could weep them, 

Although they are my rebels. 

Cha. {aude to Per.) His conquerors, he means, who 
cast him out 

From his usurped kingdom. — {Aloud.) ’Tis the worst 
of it, 

That knights can claim small honour in the field 
Which archers win, unaided by our lances. 

K. Ed. The battle is not ended. [AooA's towards 
^ the field. 

Not ended ?— scarce begun! What horse are these, 
Rush from the thicket underneath the hill ? 

Per. They’re Haihaulters, the followers of Queen 
.. Isabel, 

K* Ed. (/m^%,) Hainaulters! — thou art blind- 
wear Hainaulters 

Saint Andrew’s silver cross ?— or would they charge 
Full on our archers^ and make havoc of them 1 — 
Bruce is alive again — ho, rescue ! rescue 1 — 

Who was’t survey’d the ground? 

Riba. Most I’oyal Liege — 

K. Ed. a rose hath fallen from thy chaplet,** 
Ribaumont. 

Riba. I’ll win it back, or lay my head beside it. 

[Eodii* 

K. Ed. Saint George ! Saint Edward ! Gentlemen, 
to horse. 

And to tile rescue I — Percy, lead the bill-men ; 
Chandos, do thou bring up the men-at-arms. — 

If yonder numerous host should now bear down 
Bold as their vanguard, {to ihe Athotf) thou mayst 
pray for us, 


sured the negligence of Randolph, for permitting an Englifnh 
body of cavalry to pass his flank on the day preceding the bat- 
tle of Bannockburn, 
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We may need good men^s prayers.— To tlie rescue, 
Lords, to the rescue ! ha. Saint Cfeorge ! Saint Ed> 


SCENE II. 

A jmH of iJts Fidd of B(M& Mimost the two Main 
Armies. Tumtdts heUnd the sce^m; atamms, and 
cries of^^ Gordon, a Gordon/' Swinton,” &c. 

Enter, as victorious over ike English vanguard, 
ViPONT, Reynalb, and others. 

Tw. ’Tis sweet to hear these war-cries sound to- 
gether, — 

Gordon and Swinton. 

Bet. 'Tis passing pleasant, yet 'tis strange witlml. 
Faith, when at firat I heard the Gordon’s slogan 
Sounded so near me, I had nigh struck down 
The knave who cried it.® 

Enter Swinton and Gordon. 

Swi. Pitch down my pennon in yon holly bush, 
Gor. Mine in the thorn beside it ; let them wave. 

As fought this mom their masters, side, by side. 

Swi, Let the men rally, and restore their ranks 
BLere in this vantage-gronnd---disorder’d chase 
Leiads to disorder’d flight ; we have done our part, 
And il we 're succour’d now, Plantagenet ' 

Must turn his bridle southward. — 

Reynald,. ^ur to th© Regent with the basnet 
Of stout Be Grey, the leader of thdr vanguard ; 

Say, that in battle-flpont the Gordon slew, him, 

And by that token bid him send us succour. ^ 
Gob. And tell him that' when Selby’s headlong 
: charge'' ■ ■ 

Had welinigh bom me down, Sir Alan smote him. 

I cannot send his helmet, never nutshell 
Went to so many shivers. — Harkye, grooms I 

\To those behind the scenes. 
Why do you let ray noble steed stand stiffening 
After so hot a course ? 

Swi, Ay, breathe your horses, they ’ll have work 
anon, 


1 In the second act, after the English nobles have amused 
themselves in some trifling conversation with the Abbot of 
Walthamstow, Edward is introduced ; and his , proud coura- 
geous temper and short manner are very admirably delinea- 
ted; though, if our historical recollections do not fail us, it is 
more completely the picture of Longshanks than that of the 

third Edward We conceive it to be extremely 

probable that Sir Walter Scott had resolved to commemorate 
some of the events in the life of Wallace, and had already 
sketched that hero, and a Templar, and Edward the First, 
when lus eye glanced over the description of Homildon Hill, 
m Pinkerton’s History of Scotland ; that, being pleased with 
the charactera of Swinton and Gordon, he transferred his 
Wallace to Swinton; and that, for the sake of retaining his 
portrait of Edward, as there happened to be a Gordon and a 
DougiaB at the battle of Haiidoun in the time of Edward the 
Third, and there was so much similarity in the circumstances 
of tlie contest, he preserved Ins Edward as Edward the Third, 


For Edward’s men-at-arms will soon be on us, 

The flower of England, Gascony, and Flanders | 

But with swift succour we will bide them bravely.— 
Be Vipont, thou look’st sad i ® 

ViP, It is because I hold a Templar’s sw'ord 
Wet to the crossed hilt with Christian blood. 

Swi. The blood of English archers— what can gild 
A Scottish blade more bravely % 

ViP. Even therefore grieve I for those gallant yeo- 
men, 

England’s peculiar and appropriate sons. 

Known in no other land. Each boasts his hearth 
And field as free as the best lord his barony, 

Owing subjection to no human vassalage. 

Save to their King and law. Hence are they resolute, 
Leading the van on every day of battle, 

As men who know the blessings they defend. 

Hence are they frank and generous in peace, 

As men who have their portion in its plenty. 

No other kingdom shows such wwth and happiness 
Veil’d in such low estate— therefore I mourn them. 

Swi. I ’ll keep my sorrow for our native Scots, 
Who, spite of hardship, poverty, oppression, 

Still follow to the field their Chieftain’s banner, 

And die in the defence on ’t. 

Gob. And if I live and see my halls again, 

They shall have portion in the good they fight for. 
Each hardy follower sh^l have his field. 

His household hearth and sod-built borne, as free 
As ever Southron had. They shall he happy I — 

And my Elizabeth shall smile to see it I — ^ 

I have betray’d myself, 

Swi. Do not believe it. — - 

Vipont, do thou look out from yonder height. 

And see what motion in the Scottish host, 

And in King Edward’s. — ViPOJfJ 

Now will I counsel thee; 
The Templar’s ear is for no tale of love, 

Being wedded to his Order. But I tell thee, 

The brave young knight that hath no lady-love 
Is like a lamp unlighted ; his brave deeds, 

And its rich painting, do seem then most glorious, 
When the pure ray gleams through them. — 

Hath thy Elizabeth no other name % ^ 


retaining also his old Knight Templar, in defiance of the ana 
chronism .”— EevieiVy July, 1822. 

2 The MS. adds—" such was my surprise.” 
s "While thus enjoying a breathing time, Swinton observes 
the thoughtful countenance of De Vipont. See what follows. 
Were ever England and Englishmen more nobly, naore beauti- 
fully, more Justly characterized, than by the latter, or was 
patriotic feeling ever better sustained than by the former and 
his brave companion in arms ? *’ — New Edinburgh Eevieiv. 

" There wanted but a little of the tender passion to make 
this youth every way a hero of romance. But the poem has no 
ladies. How admirably is this defect supplied ! In his en- 
thusiastic anticipation of prosperity, he allows a name to es- 
cape him.”— iVm Edinburgh Review. 

" Amid the confusion and din of the battle, the reader ia 
unexpectedly greeted with a dialogue, which breathes indeed 
the soft sounds of the lute in the clang of trumpets.”— 

R&view. 






HALIDON HILL. 


GOR. Must I tlien speak of her to you. Sir Alan 1 
The thought of thee, and of thy matchless strength. 
Hath conjured phantoms up amongst her dreams. 
The name of Swinton hath been spell sufficient 
To chase the rich blood from her lovely cheek. 

And wouldst thou now know hers ? 

Swi. I would, nay must. 

Thy father in the paths of chivalry, 

Should know the load-star thou dost rule thy course 

i>y- 

Gob. Nay, then, her name is — hark 

[ Whispers. 

8w’’i. I know it well, that ancient northern house. 
Gob. O, thou sbalt see its fairest grace and honour 

In my Elizabeth, And if music touch thee 

Swi. It did, before disasters had untuned me. 

Goa. O, her notes 

Shall hush each sad remembrance to oblivion, 

Or melt them to such gentleness of feeling, 

That grief shall have its sweetness. Who, but she, 
Knows the wild harpings of our native land ? 
Whether they lull the shepherd on his hill. 

Or wake the knight to battle ; rouse to merriment, 

Or soothe to sadness ; she can touch each mood. 
Princes and statesmen, chiefs renown’d in arms, 

And grey-hair’d bards, contend which shall the first 
And choicest homage render to the enchantress. 

Swi. You speak her talent bravely. 

Gob. Though you smile, 

I do not speak it half. Her gift creative, 

New measures adds to every air she w’akcs ; 

Varying and gracing it with liquid swootiiess, 

Like the wild modulation of the lark ; 

Now leaving, now returning to the strain ’ 

To listen to her, is to seem to wander 
In some enchanted labyrinth of romance, 

Whence nothing but the lovely fairy’s will. 

Who wove the spell, can extricate the wanderer. 
Methiuks I hear her now ! — 

Swi. Bless’d privilege 

Of youth I There ’s scarce three minutes to decide 
’Twixt death and life, ’twixt triumph and defeat, 

Yet all his thoughts are in his lady’s bower, 

List’ning her harping I 

ViPONT. 

Where are thine, De Vipont ? 
Vip. On death— on judgment— on eternity ! 

For time is over Ivith us. 

Swi. There moves not, then, one pennon to our 
aid, 

Of all that flutter yonder ! 

ViP. From the main English host come rushing 
forward 

Pennons enow — ay, and their Royal Standard. 

But ours stand rooted, as for crows to roost on, 

Swi. (ifo lihmelf) I ’ll rescue him at least. — Young 
Lord of Gordon, 

Spur to the Regent — show the instant need 

I MS.— "‘And am I doom’d to yield the sad consent 
That thus devotes thy life?’ 


Gob. I nenetrate thy purpose ; but I go not. 

Swi. Not at my bidding % I, thy sire in chivalry— 
Thy leader in the battle ? — I command thee. 

Gob. No, thou wilt not command me seek my 
safety,— 

For such is thy kind meaning — at the expense 
Of the last hope which Heaven reserves for Scotland, 
Wliile 1 abide, no follower of mine 
Will turn his rein for life ; but w^ere I gone, 

What power can stay themi and, our hand dispeitsed, 
What swords shall for an instant stem yon host. 

And save the latest chance for victory ? 

Vip. The noble youth speaks truth; and were he 
gone, 

There will not twenty spears be left with us. 

Gob. No, bravely as we have begun the field, 

So let us fight it out. The Regent’s eyes, 

More certain than a thousand messages, 

Shall see us stand, the barrier of his host 
Against yon bursting storm. If not for honour. 

If not for warlike rule, for shame at least 
He must bear down to aid us, 

! Swi, Must it be so % 

And am I forced to yield the sad consent, 
i Devoting thy young life ? ^ O, Gordon, Gordon I 
I do it as the patriarch doom’d Lis issue ; 

I at my country’s, he at Heaven’s command ; 

But I seek vainly some atoning sacrifice,” 

Rather than such a victim! — {Tnmipets.) Hark, 
they come ! 

That music sounds not like thy lady’s lute. 

Gob. Yet shall my lady’s name mix with it gaily.— 
Mount, vassals, couch your lances, and cry, Goi- 
don! 

Gordon for Scotland and Elizabeth ! ” 

\E'xeunt. LovdAlamm, 


SCENE HI. 

jUiother part of the Field of Batth, adjaccTd to 
forimr Seme, 

Alarum, Enter Swimo'^yfolloieed hp 
HobHattely, 

Swi. Stand to it yet ! The man who flies to-day. 
May bastards warm them at his household hearth 1 
Hob. That ne’er shall be my curse. My Magdalen 
Is trusty as my broadsword. 

Swr. Ha, thou knave, 

Art thou dismounted too 1 
Hob. 1 know, Sir Alan, 

You want no homeward guide ; so threw my reins 
Upon my palfrey’s neck, and let him loose. 

Within an hour he stands before my gate ; 

And Magdalen will need no other token 
To bid the Melrose Monks say masses for me. 

2 MS.— “0, could there he some lesser sacrifice.” 
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. XT ELCSStwaraee, and secret trea. 
Swi. Here lies the way to it, knave.-Make in, our hot valour, 

Itevoid of discipUne, is madmen’s strength, 

And md young ^ More fatal unto friends than enemies^ 

trAicS tfe W sls naes, and cUn- I ’m glad that these dun eyes shall see no mon 
eot!eraSwillIONo«tisproa«d,<3oE- <>“’*• ' „ T will dream 

DON supporting Um; both m«* Ut thy hands close them, Gordon-I wdldi earn 
Zunded My te-hair’d William renders me that office 

And hie to distant harvest— My toil’s over; To my dead fether. 

There Uea my sioHe. [Dropping Ids sword.} Hand 0E Vipont. 

of mine again y p, g yo^tli !_a handful of thy to 

Sliall never, never wield it P v ip y, Jj j 

Gob. 0 valiant leader, is thy light extmguisVd * lowers, ^ ^ 

^at on^l^^mtoe which promised saihty ^^;;“:Xon"d“ ly 4y rescue- 

“su^-MTlTpLIh long been dim! But thine, « Xe oak h 

youngGordon, f w • 

■Which framed this day of dole for onr poor country— thee, -.v s 

. a, Thnn dost hnt stav to pensh with the corpse ■* 

Had thy brave father held yon leading staff, t™” "/ 

A» well his rank and valour might have claim’d it. Of him who slew thy fether. 
WeXTt&H’nnnaided-HL,Ohow Gom Ay, but he was my sme in chivalry. 

llh^ answer it, whose deed prevented He taught my youth to soar above 

Gob. Alas ! alas ! the author of the death-feud. Of mean and seWsh vengeance , gave my jo 

HeX his reckoning too ! for had your sons A name that shall -t die even on this death-spot. 

And nnm’rous vassals lived, we had lack’d no aid. Records shall tell this field had not 
Swi. May God assoil the dead, and him who fol- Had all men fought like Swmton and like Gorfon 

We’ve drank the poison’d bevemgewliich we brew’d: Save thee, De Vipont.— Hark ! the Southion tru 

without thee I stir not. 

But thou, brave youth, whose nobleness of heart 
Pour’d oU upon the wounds our hate inflicted ; 

Thou, who hast done no wrong, need’st no forgive- 
■ ■■ ness,—* . .. 

Why should’st thou share our punishment I 

Gob. All need forgiveness-— [dtstowi alarum.} 

Hark, in yonder shout 
Did the main battles counter ! 

Swi. Look on the field, brave Gordon, if thou 
canst, 

And tell me how the day goes.— But I guess. 

Too surely do I guess 

Gob. Ail ’s lost I all ’s lost I— Of the main Scottish 


Enter Edwabd, CnAaVDOS, Pebcy, Baliol, ^ c. 
Gob. Ay, they come on— the Tyrant and the Traitor 
Workman and tool, Plantagenet and Baliol.—* 

O for a moment’s strength in this poor arm, 

To do one glorious deed I 

{Be rushes on the E7iglis\ hut is made 
prisoner with Yipont. 

K. En. Disarm them— harm them not; though it 
was they 

Made havoc on the archers of our vanguard, 

They and that bulky champion. Where is hel 
Chan. Here lies the giant ! Say his name, young 


2 Tbou hast small cause to tarry with the corpse. 


* TMs speech of siwintoa’s is interpolated on the blank 
page of th© manuwript 
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0OR. Let it suffice, he was a man this morning."* 

Gha. I question’d thee in spoit. I do not need 
Thy information, youth. Who that has fought 
Through ail these Scottish wars, but knows his crest, 
The sable boar chain’d to the leafy oak, 

And that huge mace still seen where war was wildest ! 

King Ed, ’Tis Alan Swinton I 
Grim chamberlain, who in my tent at Wcardale, 

Stood by my startled couch^ with torch and mace, 
When the Black Douglas’ war-ery waked my camp. 

Goii. {sinking dovm.) If thus thou know’st him, 

Thou wilt respect his corpse.^ 

K. Ed. As belted Knight and crowned King, I will. 

Gor. And let mine 

Sleep at his side, in token that our death 
Ended the feud of Swinton and of Gordon. 

K. Ed. It is the Gordon ! — Is there aught beside 
Edward can do to honour bravery, 

Even in an enemy ? 

Gor. Nothing but this : 

Let not base Baliol, with his touch or look, [still. 
Profane my corpse or Swinton’s. I ’ve some breath 
Enough to say — Scotland — Elizabeth ! 

1 In his narrative of events on the d.ay after the h.attle of 
Sheriffmuir, Sir Walter Scott says, “ Amongst the gentlemen : 
who fell on this occasion, were several on both sides, alike 
eminent for birth and character. The body of the gallant 
young Earl of Strathmore was found on the field watched by 
a faithful old domestic, who, being asked the name of the per- 
son whose body be waited upon with so much care, made this 
striking reply, * He was a man yesterday.’ '*--Talcs of a Gra^td- 
father. 

2 MS,— “ Stood arm’d beside my couch,” &:c. 

3 “The character of Swinton is obviously a favourite with 
the author, to which circumstance we are probably indebted 
for the strong relief in which it is given, and the perfect veri- 
similitude which belongs to it. The stat oly commanding figii re 
of the veteran warrior, whom, by the illusion of his art, the au- 
thor has placed in veritable presentment before us;— his vene- 
rable age, superior prowess, and intuitive decision ; — the broils 
in which he had engaged, the misfortunes be had suffered, and 
the intrepid fortitude with which he sustained them,— together 
with that rigorous control of temper, not to be shaken even by 
unmerited contumely .and insult these qualities, grotjped 
and embodied in one and the same character, render it morally 
impossible that we should not at once .sympathize and admire. 
The inherent force of his character is finely illustrated in the 
effect produced upon Lord Gordon by the first appearance of 
the man ' who had made liim fatherless.’ "—Edinburgh 3Ia~ 

July, 1822. 

4 A Venetian General, observing his soldiers testified some 
unwillingness to fight against those of the Pope, whom they 
regarded as father of the Church, addressed them in terms of 
similar encouragement,—” Fight on! we were Venetians be- 
fore we were Christians.” 

£ “ It is generally the c.nse that much expectation ends in 
clisnppointment. The free delineation of character in some of 
the recent Scottish Novels, and the admirable conversations 
jnlerspersed throughout them, raised hopes that, when a re- 
gular drama should be attempted by the person who was con- 
Bidered as then* author, the success would be eminent. Its 
announcement, too, in a solemn and formal manner, did not 
diminish the interest of the public. The drama, however, 
wliieii was expected, turns out to be in fact, and not only in 
name, merely a dramatic sketch, which is entirely deficient in 
plot, and couialua but three charucters, Swinton, Gordon, and 


Cha. Baliolj I would not "brook such dying looks, 

To buy the crown you aim at. 

K. Ed. (to Vip.) "Vipont, thy crossed shield shows 
ill in warfare 
Against a Christian king. 

ViP. That Christian King is warring upon Scotland. 

I was a Scotsman ere I was a Templar,^ 

Sworn to my country ere I knew my Order. 

K, Ed, I will but know- thee as a Christian cham- 
■■ pion. 

And set thee free unransom’d. 

JSnter Abbot of "Walthamstow, 

Ab. Heaven grant your Majesty 
Many such glorious days as this has been ! 

K. Ed. It is a day of much and high advantage ; 
Glorious it might have been, had all our foes 
Fought like these two brave champions. — Strike the 
drums, 

Sound trumpet.s, and pursue the fugitives. 

Till the Tweed's eddies whelm them. Berwick ’s 
render’d— 

These wars, I trust, will soon find lasting close.® 

Edward, in whom any interest is endeavoured to he excited. 
With some exceptions, tlie dialogue also is fiat and coarse ; 
and for all these defects, one or two vigorous descriptions of 
battle scenes, will scarcely make sufficient atonement, except 
in the eyes of very enthusiastic inands.*’—3Io}itJdg licvicw. 

I “ Halidou Hill, we understand, unlike the earlier poems of 
its author, has not been received into the ranks of popular fa- 
vour. Such rumours, of course, have no effect on our critical 
judgment ; but we cannot forbear saying, that, thinking as wo 
do very highly of the spirit and taste with •wliich an interest- 
ing tale is here sketched in natural and energetic verse, we 
are yet far from feeling sui-prised that the approbation, which 
it is our pleasing duty to bestow, should not have been antici- 
pated by the ordinary readers of the work before us. It bears, 
in truth, no great fesemblance to the narrative poems from, 
which Sir Walter Scott derived his first and high reputation, 
and by ^hictx, for tlie present, his genius must be characterised. 
It is wholly free from many of their most obvious faults—their 
carelessness, their irregularity, and their inequality both of 
conception and of execution ; but it wants likewise no incon- 
siderable portion of their beauties— it has less ' pomp and cir- 
cumstance,’ less picturesque description, romantic association, 
and chivalrous glitter, less sentiment and reflection, less per- 
haps of all their striking charms, with the single exception of 
that one redeeming and sufficing quality, which forms, in our 
view, the highest recommendation of all the author’s works of 
imagination, their unaffected and unflagging vigour. This 
perhaps, after all, is only saying, that we have before us a 
dramatic poem, instead of a metrical tale of romance, and 
that the author has had too much taste and discretion to be- 
dizen his scenes with inappropriate and encumbering orna- 
ment. There is, however, a class of readers of poetry, and a 
pretty large ciass. too, who have no relish for a work, however 
naturally and strongly the characters and incidents may be 
conceived and sustained— however appropriate and manly 
may be the imagery and diction— from which they cannot se- 
lect any isolated passages to store in their memories or their 
commonplace books, to \vhisi>er into a lady’s car, or transcribe 
into a lady’s album. With this tea-table and w'atcring-place 
school of critics, ‘ Halidou Hill’ must expect no favour ; it has 
no rant— no mysticism— and, worst offence of all, no ailceta- 
tiou.*’— October 1822. 
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CrosiS 


Some touch of strange enchantment. — Maih that 
fragment, 

I mean that rough-hewn block of massive stone, 
Placed on the summit of this mountain-pass, 
Commanding prospect wide o’er field and fell, 

And peopled village and extended moorland, 

And the wide ocean and majestic Tay, 

To the far distant Grampians. — Do not deem it 
A loosen’d portion of the neighbouring rock, 

Detach’d by storm and thunder, --’t was the pedestal 
On which, in ancient times, a Cross was rear’d, 
Carved o’er with words which foil’d philologists ; 

And the events it did commemorate 
Were dark, remote, and undistinguishablc. 

As were the mystic characters it bore. 

But, mark,-— a wizard, born on Avon’s bank, 

Tuned but his harp to this wild northern theme. 

And, lo ! the scene is hallow’d. None shall pass, 
Now, or in after days, beside that stone, 

But he shall have strange visions ; thoughts and words, 
That shake, or rouse, or thrill the human heart, 

Shall rush upon his memory when he hears 
, The spirit-stirring name of this rude symbol 
Oblivious ages, at that ample spell, 

Shall render back their terrors with their woes, 
Alas^fed with their crimes— and the proud phantoms 
Shall with step familiar to bis eye, 

And accents which, once heard, the ear forgets not, 
Though ne’er again to list them. Siddons, thine, 
Thou matchless Siddons ! thrill upon our ear ; 

And on our eye thy lofty Brother’s form 
Rises as Scotland’s monarch. — But, to thee, 

Joanna, why to thee speak of such visions ? 

Thine own wild wand can raise them. 


INTRODUCTION, 


These few scenes had the honour to be included 
in a Miscellany, published in the year 1823, by Mrs. 
Joanna Baillie, and are here reprinted, to unite them 
with the trifles of the .same kind which owe their birth 
to the author. The singular history of the Cross and 
Daw of Clan MacDuff is given, at length enough to 
satisfy the keenest antiquary, in The Minstrelsy of the 
Scottish Border.^ It is here only necessary to state, 
that the Cross was a place of refuge to any person re- 
lated to MacDuff, within the ninth degree, who, hav- ; 
ing committed homicide in sudden quarrel, should | 
reach this place, prove his descent from the Thane of | 
Fife, and pay a certain penalty. , | 

The shaft of the Cross was destroyed at the Refor- 
mation. The huge block of stone which served for 
its pedestal is still in existence near the town of New- 
burgh, on a kind of pass which commands the county 
of We to the southward, and to the north, the wind- 
ings of the magnificent Tay and fertile country of 
Angus-shire. The Cross bore an inscription, which 
is transmitted to us in an unintelli^hle form by Sir 
Robert Sibbald. 

Abbotsford, Janmry 1830. 


DRAMATIS PERSON.^. 


l^iNiAN, ) Monies of Lindores, 
Waldhave, J 

LiNDESAY, ) a T 

-- _ > ScoUish B 

Maurice Berkeley, j 


Yet since thou wilt an idle tale of mine, 
Take one which scarcely is of worth enough 
To give or to withhold. — Our time creeps on. 
Fancy grows colder as the silvery hair 
Tells the advancing wdnter of our life. 

But if it be of worth enough to please. 

That worth it owes to her who set the task ; 
If otherwise, the fault rests with the author. 


MRS. JOANNA BAILLIE, 


AUTRORESS OF 


THE PLAYS ON THE PASSIONS. 


PRELUDE, 


SCENE 1. 

The sum7ni£ of a Ttochy Pass near to Newhurgliy ijJbovA 
two miles from the ancient Abbey of Lindores^ in Fife, 
In the emtre is MaeDuff^s Cross, an ajitigm Menu* 


Nat, smile not, Lady, when I speak of witchcraft, 
And say, that still there lurks amongst our glens 


J Vol. ly., p. 266, in the Appendix to Lord Soulis, “Law of 
t’lan MacDufii* 
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and^ at a small distmicey on mic sidcy a Cliapd^ 
tvUh a Lanij) burning. 


Nin. They fell at strife, 

Men say, on slight occasion : that fierce Lindesay 
Did bend his sword against De Berkeley’s breast. 

And that the lady threw herself between ; 

That then De Berkeley dealt the Baron’s death- 
wound. 

Enough, that firom that time De Berkeley bore 
A spear in foreign wars. But, it is said, 

He hath return’d of late ; and, therefore, brother, 
The Prior hath ordain’d our vigil here, 

To watch the privilege of the sanctuary, 

And rights of Clan MacDuff, 

Wal. What rights are these 

Nin. Most true! you are but newly come fr*iu 
Rome, 

And do not know our ancient usages. 

Know then, when fell Macbeth beneath the arm 
Of the predestined knight, unborn of woman, 

Three boons the >ictor ask’d, and thrice did Maleoira , 
Stooping the sceptre by the Thane restored, 

Assent to his request. And hence the rule, 

That first when Scotland’s King assumes the crown, 
MacDuff’s descendant rings his brow with it: 

And hence, when Scotland’s King calls forth his bosh 
MacDuff s descendant leads the van in battle: 

And last, in guerdon of the crown restored, 

Red with the blood of the usm*ping tyrant. 

The right was granted in succeeding time, 

That if a kinsman of the Thane of Fife 
Commit a slaughter on a sudden impulse, 

And fly for refuge to this Cross MacDuff, 

For the Thane’s sake he shall find sanctuary ; 

For here must the avenger’s step be staid, 

And here the panting homicide find safety. 

Wal. And here a brother of your order watches, 

: To see the custom of the place observed 2 
I Nin. Even so;— such is our convent’s holy right, 
Since Saint Magridius— blessed be his memory !— 
Did by a vision warn the Abbot Eadmir.— 

And chief we watch, when there is bickering 
Among the neighbouring nobles, now most likely 
From this return of Berkeley from abroad, 

Haring the Lindesay’s blood upon his hand. 

Wal. The Lindesay, then, was loved among bis 
friends? [loved; 

Nin. Honour’d and fear’d he vras — but little 
For even his bounty bore a show of sternness ; 

And when his passions waked, he was a Satlian 
Of wrath and injury. 

Wal, How now, Sir Priest! (jferce/y)— Forgive me 
{recolkctmg himself ) — 1 was dreaming 
Of an old baron, who did bear about him 
Some touch of your Lord Reynold. 

Nin. Lindesay’s name, my brother, 

Indeed was Reynold and methinks, moreover, 
That, as you spoke even now, he would have spoken. 
I brought him a petition from our convent : 

He granted straight, but in such tone and manner, 
By my good saint ! I thought myself scarce safe 
Till Tay roll’d broad between us. I must now 


Enter, as having ascended the Pass, Ninian andWAhn- 
HAVE, Monks of Lindores, Ninian crosses hinmf 
and seems to recite kk demiions, WaldhaVE stands 
gazing on the j)ro^ed, as if in deep contemplation. 


Nin. Here stands the Cross, good brother, conse- 
crated 

By the bold Thane unto his patron saint 
Magridius, once a brcufcher of our house. 

Canst thou not spare an ave or a creed? 

Or hath the steep ascent exhausted you ? [some. 
You trode it stoutly, though ’t was rough and toii- 
Wai^. 1 have trode a rougher. 

Nin. On the Highland hills — 

Scarcely within our sea-girt province here, 

Dnless upon the Lomonds or Bennarty. 

Wal. I spoke not of the literal path, good father, 
But of the road of life wdiich I have tra veil’d, 

Ere 1 assumed this habit; it was bounded, 

Hedged in, and limited by earthly prospects, 

As ours beneath was closed by dell and thicket. 

Here we see wide and far, and the broad sky, 

With wide horizon, opens full around. 

While earthly objects dwindle. Brother Ninian, 

Fain would I hope that mental elevation 
Could raise me equally o’er worldly thoughts. 

And place me nearer heaven. 

Nin. ’Tis good morality.— But yet forget not, 

That though we look on heaven from this high emi- 
nence. 

Yet doth the Prince of all the airy space, 

Arch foe of man, possess the realms between, 

VVal. Most true, good brother; and men may be 
farther 

From the bright heaven they aim at, even because 
They deem themselves secure on ’t. 

Nin. {after a pause,) You do gaze — 

Strangers are wont to do so^ — on the prospt.’ct. 

Yon is the Tay roll’d down from Highland hills, 

That rests his waves, after so I’ude a race, 

In the fair plains of Gowrie— further westward. 
Proud Stirling rises — ^yonder to the east, 

Dundee, the gift of God, and fair Montrose, 

And still more northward lie the ancient towers— — 
aval. Of Edzell. 

N IN. Ho w ? know you the towers of Edzell 2 

AVal. I've heard of them. 

Nin. Then have you beard a tale, 

Which when he tells, the peasant shakes his head, 
And shuns the mouldering and deserted Avails. 

Wal, Why, and by whom, deserted? 

Nin.;'' ;' ;■ Long the tale— 

Enough to say that the last Lord of Edzell, 

Bold Louis Lindesay, had a wife, and found — — 
AV'al. Enough is said, indeed — since a weak woman, 
Ay, and a tempting fiend, lost Paradise, 

When man was innocent. 
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Unto the chapel — meanwhile the watch is thine; 
And, at thy word, the hurrying fugitive, 

Should such arrive, must here find sanctuary; 

And, at thy word, the fiery-paced avenger 
Must stop his bloody eourae— e’en as swoln Jordan 
ControlFd his waves, soon as they touch’d the feet 
Of those who bore the ark, 

Wal. Is this my charge 1 


Wal. I ’ll not hcheve tliat ever the bold Thane 
Rear’d up his Cross to be a sanctuary 
To tho base coward, who shunn’d an equal combat. — 
How ’s this 1 — that look— -that mien — mine eyes grow 
■ . ' dizzy !— ■ . , 

Nm. He comes ! — thou art a novice on this 
watch, — 

Brother, I ’ll take the word and speak to him. 


Nipt. Even so; and I am near, should chance re- Pluck down thy cowl; know, that we spiritual cham- 


quire me. 

At midnight I relieve you on your watch, 

When we may taste together some refreshment : 

I have cared for it; and for a flask of wine— 

There is no sin, so that we drink it not 
Until the midnight hour, when lauds have toll’d. 
Farewell a while, and peaceful watch be with you 1 
\Escit loimrds tiui Chapel. 
Wal. It is not with me, and alas I alas ! 

I know not where to seek it. This monk’s mind 
Is with his cloister match’d, nor lacks more room. 

Its petty duties, formal ritual, 

Its humble pleasures and its paltry troubles, 

Fill up his round of life ; even as some reptiles. 

They say, are moulded to the very shape, 

And all the angles of the rocky crevice, 

In which they live and die. But for myself, 

Retired in passion to the narrow cell, 

Couching my tired limbs in its recesses, 

So in-adapted am I to its limits, 

That every attitude is agony. 

How now I what brings him hack? 


pious 

Have honour to maintain, and must not seem 
To quail before the laity. 

lets davM Us cowl, and steps 

. hack. 

Enter Maubice Bebkeley. 

Nin. Who art thou, stranger 1 speak thy name and 
purpose. 

Beb.. I claim the privileg^ of Clan MacDuft. 

My name is Maurice Berkeley, and my lineage 
Allies me nearly with the Thane of Fife, 

Nin. Give us to know the cause of sanctuary ? 
Beb. Let liim show it, 

Against whose violence I claim the privilege. 


h which they live and die. But for myself, with hu steord drawn. He rushes ai 

Retired in passion to the narrow cell, Berkeley ; Ninian interposes. 

Uouching my tired limbs in its recesses, Nin. Peace, in the name of Saint Magridius I 

3o ill-adapted am I to its limits, Peace, in our Prior’s name, and in the name 

That every attitude is agony. Of that dear symbol, which did purchase peace 

How now I what brings him back ? And good-will towards man I I do command thee 

To sheath thy sword, and stir no contest here. 
iife-eTzier Ninian. Lin. One charm I ’ll try first, 

Nin. Look to your watch, my brother; horsemen To lure the craven from the enchanted circle 

come: Which he hath harbour’d in. — Hear you, De Berkeley, 

I heard their tread when kneeling in the chapel. This is my brother’s sword— the band it arms 

Wal. {looking to a distance.) My thoughts have rapt Is weapon’d to avenge a brother’s death : — 


me more than thy devotion, 

Else had I heard the tread of distant horses 
Farther than thou couldst hear the saering bell ; 
But now in truth they come : — flight and pursuit 
Are sights I ’ve been long strange to. 

Nin. See how they gallop down the opposing 
hill! 

Yon grey steed bounding down the headlong path, 
As on the level meadow ; while the black. 

Urged by the rider with his naked sword, 

Stoops on his prey, as 1 have seen the falcon 
Bashing upon the heron. — Thou dost frown 
And clench thy hand, as if it grasp’d a weapon ? 

Wal. ’Tis but for shame to see a man fly thus 
While only one pursues him. Coward, turn ! — 
Turn thee, I say I thou art as stout as he, 

And well mayst match thy single sword with his — 
Shame, that a man should rein a steed like thee, 
Yet fear to turn his front against a foe *. — 

I am ashamed to look on them, 

Nin. Yet look again ; they quit their horses now, 
Unfit for the rough path : the fugitive 
Keeps the advantage still.— They strain towards us. 


If thou hast heart to step a furlong off, 

And change three blows, — even for so short a space 
As these good men may say an ave-marie, — 

So, Heaven be good to me I I will forgive thee 
Thy deed and all its consequences. 

Beb. Were not my right hand fetter’d by the 
thought 

That slaying thee were but a double guilt 
In which to steep niy soul, no bridegroom ever 
Stepp’d forth to trip a measure with his bride 
More joyfully than I, young man, would rush 
To meet thy challenge. 

Lin. He quails, and shuns to look upon my weapon, 
Yet boasts himself a Berkeley! 

Beb. Lindesay, and if there were no deeper cause 
For shunning thee than terror of thy w^eapon, 

That rock-hewn Cross as soon should start and stir, 
Because a shepherd-boy blew horn beneath it, 

As I for brag of thine. 

Nin. I charge you both, and in the name of Heaven, 
Breathe no defiance on this sacred spot, 

Where Christian men must bear them peacefully, 

On pain of the Church thunders. Calmly toll 
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Your cause of difference; and. Lord Lindesay, thou 
Be first to speak them. 

Lin. Ask the blue welkin — ask tlie silver Tay, 

The northern Grampians — all things know my wrongs ; 
But ask not me to tell them, while the villain. 

Who wrought them, stands and listens with a smile. 
Nin, Jt'is said— ■ 

Since you refer us thus to general fame— 

That Berkeley slew thy brother, the Lord Louis, 
InhisownhallsatEdzell-— 

Lin. Ay, in his halls— ' ' 

In his own halls, good, father, that ’s the word. 

In his own halls he slew him, while the wine 
Pass’d on the board between ! The gallant Thane, 
Who wreak’d Macbeth’s inhospitable murder, 

Rear’d not yon Cross to sanction deeds like these. 
Ber. Thou say’st I came a guest !— I came a vic- 
'tim, 

A destined victim, train’d on to the doom 
His frantic jealousy prepared for me. 

He fix’d a quarrel on me, and we fought. 

Can I forget the form that came between us, 

And perish’d by his sword ? ’Twas then I fought 
For vengeance,— until then I guarded life, 

But then I sought to take it, and prevail’d. 

Lin. Wretch I thou didst first dishonour to thy 
victim, 

And then didst slay him I 
Ber. There is a busy fiend tugs at my heart, 

But I will struggle with it ! — Youthful kniglit, 

My heart is sick of war, my hand of slaughter ; 

I come not to my lordships, or my laud, 

But just to seek a spot in some cold cloister. 

Which I may kneel on living, and, when dead, 
Which may suffice to cover me. 

Forgive me that I caused your brother’s death ; 

And I forgive thee the injurious terms 
With which thou taxest me, 

Lin. Take worse and blacker. — Murderer, adulte- 


I loved this lady fondly — truly loved — 

Loved her, and was beloved, ere yet her father 
Conferr’d her on another. While she lived, 

Each thought of her was to my soul as hallow’d 
As those I send to Heaven ; and on her grave, 

Her bloody, early grave, while this poor hand 
Can hold a sword, shall no one cast a scorn. 

Lin. Follow me. Thou shalt hear me call the adul- 
teress 

By her right name.— I’m glad there ’s yet a spur 
Can rouse thy sluggard mettle* 

Bee, Make then obeisance to the blessed Cross, 
For it shall he on earth thy last devotion, 

are going of 

Wal, {rushing forward,) Madmen, stand !— 

Stay but one second— answer but one question. — 
There, Maurice Berkeley, can’st thou look upon 
That blessed sign, and swear thou’st spoken truth ? 

Bee. I swear by Heaven, 

And by the memory of that murder’d innocent, 

Each seeming charge against her wus as false 
As our bless’d Lady ’s spotless. Hear, each saint ! 
Hear me, thou holy rood ! hear me from heaven, 
Thou martyr’d excellence !— Hear me from penal 
fire, 

(For sure not yet thy guilt is expiated !) 

Stern ghost of her destroyer I 

Wal. {iJirows hack his cowl.) He hears 1 he hears i 
Thy spell hath raised the dead. 

Lin. My brother ! and alive I — 

Wal. Alive, — ^but yet, my Richard, dead to thee, 

I No tie of kindred binds me to the world ; 

All w’ere renounced, wffien, with reviving life, 

Came the desire to seek the sacred cloister, 

Alas, in vain! for to that last retreat. 

Like to a pack of bloodhounds in full chase, 

My passion and my wrongs have follow’d me, 

Wrath and remorse— and, to fill up the cry, 

Thou hast brought vengeance hither. 

Lin. I but sought 

To do the act and duty of a brother. 

Wal. I ceased to be so when I left the world; 

But if he can forgive as I forgive, 

God sends me here a brother in mine enemy. 

To pray for me and with me. If thou canst, 

Be Berkeley, give tlune hand.— 

Ber. {gives his hand.) It is the will 

Of Heaven, made manifest in thy preservation. 

To inhibit farther bloodshed ; for Be Berkeley, 

The votary Maurice lays the title down. 

Go to his halls, Lord Richard, where a maiden, 

Kin to his blood, and daughter in affection, 

Heirs his broad lands;— If thou canst love ner, linde* 

say? 

Woo her, and he succesafuL 


Art thou not moved yet % 

Ber. Do not press me further. 

The hunted stag, even when he seeks the thicket, 
Compell’d to stand at hay, grows dangerous I 
Most true thy brother perish’d by my handj 
And if you term it murder — I must hear it. 

Thus far my patience can ; hut if thou brand 
The purity of yonder martyr’d saint, 

Whom then my sword but poorly did avenge, 

With one iiijurious word, come to the valley, 

And I will show thee how it shall be answer’d ! 

Nin. This heat, Lord Berkeley, doth but ill accord 
With thy late pious patience. 

Ber. Father, forgive, and let me stand excused 
To Heaven and thee, if patience brooks no more. 
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€l)t Boom of BtfaorgoU- 


Fl^EFACE. 

The first of these dramatic pieces^ was long since 
wiitteoj for the purpose of obliging the late Mr, Terry, 
then Manager of the AdelpM Theatre, for whom the 
Author had a particular regard. The manner in which 
the mimic goblins of Devorgoil are intermixed with 
the supernatural inaciiinei 7 , was found to be objec- 
tionable, and the production had other faults, which 
rendered it unfit for representation.® I ha^e called 
the piece a Melo-drama, for want of a better name ; 
but, as I learn from the unquestionable authority of 
Mr. Colman^s Random Records, that one species of 
the drama is termed an eodrava(]anza^ I am sorry I was 
not sooner aware of a more appropriate name than 
that which I had selected for Devorgoil. 

The Author’s Publishers thought it desirable, that 
the scenes, long condemned to oblivion, should be 
united to similar attempts of the same kind ; and as 
he felt indifferent on the subject, they are printed in 
the same volume with Halidon Hill and MacDuff’s 
Cross, and thrown off in a separate form, for the con- 
venience of those who possess former editions of the 
Author’s Poetical Works. 

The general sto^ of the Doom of Devorgoil is found- 
ed on an old Scottish tradition, the j^cene of which lies 
in Galloway. The crime supposed to have occasioned 
the misfortunes of this devoted house, is similar to that 
of a Lord Herries of Hoddam Castle, who is the prin- 
cipal personage of Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe’s 
interesting ballad, in the Minstrelsy of the Scottish 
Border, vol. iv., p. 307. In remorse for his crime, he 
built the singular monument called the Tower of Re- 
pentance. In many eases the Scottish superstitions 
allude to the fairies, or those who, for sins of a milder 
description, are permitted to wander with the rout 
that never rest,” as they were termed by Dr. Leyden. 
They imitate human labour and human amusements, 
but their toil is useless, and without any advantageous 
result ; and their gaiety is unsubstantial and hollow. 
The phantom of Lord Erick is supposed to be a spec- 
tre of this character. 

The story of the Ghostly Barber is told in many 
countries ; but the best narrative founded on the pas- 
sage, is the tale called Stumme Liebe, among the le- 
gends of Musteiis. I think it has been introduced 


1 ** The Boom of Bovorgoil,” and “ Aiichindrane,” were 
piihliahed together in an octavo volume, in the spring of 1830. 
For the origin and progress of the first, see Djfe of Scott, vol. 
V., pp. 197-204, 285-d. 

2 Mr. Daniel Terry, the comedian, distinguished for a 
very peculiar style of humour on the stage, and, moreover, 
by personal accomplishments of various sorts not generally 


upon the English stage in some pantomime, which waF 
one objection to bringing it upon the scene a second 
time. 

Abbotsford, April, 1830. 


DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 

Oswald of Devorgoil, a decayed Scottish Baron > 
Leonard, a Bnngcr. 

Durward, a Palmer. 

Lancelot Blackthorn, a Companion of Leonard, 
in love with Katleen. 

Gullcrammeb, a conceited Student* 

OwLSPiEGLE and ) Mashers^ represented hy Black- 
CocKLEDEMOY, ) tkom and Katleen, 

Spirit of Lord Erick of Devorgoil. 

Peasants^ Shepherds, and Vassals of inferior rank. 

Eleanor, Wife of Oswald, descended of obscure 
Parentage. 

Flora, Daughter of Oswald. 

Katleen, Niece of Eleanor* 


HBncm of iSchotgoiL 

ACT L— SCENE I. 

The Same rejmesents a wild and hilly, hut not a moun- 
tainous Country, in a frontier District of Scotland. 
The flat Scene exhibits the Castle of Devorgoil, decayed, 
and paHly ruinous, situated upon a Lake, and con- 
nected with the Land by a Drawbridge, which is lowered. 
Time — Sunset. 

Flora enters from the Castle, looks timidly around, then 
comes forward and speaks. 

He is not here—those pleasures are not ours 
Which placid evening biangs to all things else. 

. SONG.® 

The sun upon the lake is low, 

The wild birds hush their song, 


shared hy members of his profession, was, during many years, 
on terms of intimacy with Sir Walter Scott. He died 22d 
June 1829. 

® The author thought of omitting this song, which was, in 
fact, abridged into one in “ Quentin JDurward,” termed Coun- 
ty Gray. [See ante, p. 701.] It seemed, however, necessary 
to the sense, that the original stanssas should be retained liere. 
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The hills have eveniBg’s deepest glow, 

Y et Leonard tarries long. 

Now all whom varied toil and care 
From home and love divide. 

In the calm sunset may repair 
Each to the loved one’s side. 

The noble dame, on turret high, 

Who w^aits her gallant kniglit, 

Looks to the western beam to spy 
The flash of armour bright. 

The village maid, with hand on brow. 

The level ray to shade, 

Upon the footpath watches now 
For Colin’s darkening plaid. 

Now to their mates the wild swans row. 

By day they swam apart, 

And to the thicket wanders slow ^ 

The hind beside the hart. 

The woodlark at Ms partner’s side. 

Twitters his closing song — 

All meet whom day and care divide, 

But Leonard tarries long. 

[Katleen has come out of the Castle u'hile 
Flora %oas singing ^ and speaks tvhen 
ike Song is elided, 

Kat. Ah, ray dear coz ! — if that your mother’s 
niece 

May so presume to call your father’s daughter — 

All these fond things have got some home of comfort 
To tempt their rovers back — the lady’s bower, 

The shepherdess’s hut, the vrild swan’s couch 
Among the rushes, even the lark’s low nest, 

Has that of promise which lures home a lover, — | 

But we have nought of this. 

Flo. How call you, then, this castle of my sire. 

The to'wers of Devorgoil ? 

Kat. Dungeons for men, and palaces for owls; ! 
Yet no wise owl would change a farmer’s barn I 
For yonder hungry hall — our latest mouse, | 

Our last of mice, I tell you, has been found i 

Starved in the pantry ; and the reverend spider, I 

Sole living tenant of the Baron’s halls, 

Who, train’d to abstinence, lived a whole summer 
Upon a single fiy, he ’s famish’d too ; . 

The cat is in the kitchen-chimney seated 
Upon our last of fagots, destined soon 
To dress our last of suppers, and, poor soul, 

Is starved with cold, and mewling mad with hunger. 
Flo. D ’ye mock our misery, Katleen % 

Kat. No, but I am hysteric on the subject, 

So I must laugh or cry, and laughing’s lightest. 

Flo. Why stay you with us, then, my merry cousin ? 
From you my sire can ask no filial duty. 

Kat. No, thanks to Heaven ! 

No noble in wdde Scotland, rich or poor, 

Can claim an interest in the vulgar blood 


That dances in my veins ; and I might wed 
A forester to-morrow, notMng fearing 
The wrath of high-bom kindred, and far less 
That the dry hones of lead-lapp’d ancestors 
Would clatter in their cerements at the tidings. 

Flo. My mother, too, would gladly see you 
Beyond the verge of our unhappiness,^ 

Which, like a witch’s circle, blights and taints 
Whatever comes within it. 

Kat. Ah ! my good aunt I 

She is a careful kinswoman and prudent, 

In all but marrying a ruin’d baron, 

When she could take her choice of honest yeomen ; 
And now, to balance this ambitious error, 

She presses on her daughter’s love the suit 
Of one, who hath no touch of nobleness, 

In manners, birth, or mind, to recommend him,— 
Sage Master Gullcrammer, the new-dubb’d preacher 
Flo, Do not name him, Katleen ! 

Kat. Ay, but I must, and with some gratitude. 

I said but now, I saw our last of fagots 
Destined to dress our last of meals, but said not 
That the repast consisted of choice dainties, 

Sent to our larder by that liberal suitor, 

The kind Melchisedek. 

Flo, Were famishing the word, 

I'd famish ere I tasted them — the fop, 

The fool, the low-horn, low-bred, pedant coxcomb ! 

Kat. There spoke the blood of long-descended sires! 
My cottage wisdom ought to echo back, — 

0 the snug parsonage I the well-paid stipend I 

The yew-hedged garden ! beehives, pigs, and poultry ! 
But, to speak honestly, the peasant Katleen, 

1 Yaluing these good things justly, still would scorn 
To wed, for such, the paltry Gullcrammer, 

As much as Lady Flora. 

Flo. Mock me not with a title, gentle cousin. 
Which poverty has made ridiculous. — 

[Trumpeis far off. 

Hark ! they have broken up the weapon-shawing ; 
The vassals are dismiss’d, and marching homeward. 

I Kat. Comes your sire hack to-night ? 

I Flo. He did purpose 

I To tarry for the banquet. This day only. 

Summon’d as a king’s tenant, he resumes 
The right of rank his birth assigns to him, 

And mingles with the proudest. 

Kat. To return 

To his domestic wretchedness to-morrow— 

I envy not the privilege. Let us go 
To yonder height, and see the marksmen practi.se : 
They shoot their match dowm in the dale beyond. 
Betwixt the Lowland and the Forest district, 

By ancient custom, for a tun of wine. 

Let us go see which wins. 

Flo. That were too forward 

Kat. Why, you may drop the screen before 
face, 

V Beyond the circle of oiu- wretdiednesa.” 




!W-t-- . . 
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Which some chance breeze may haply blow aside 
Just wdien a youth of special note takes aim. 
tt c-hariced even so that memorable morning, 
When, nuttmg in the woods, we met young Leonard 
And in good time here comes his sturdy comrade, 
The rough Lance Blackthorn, 


Erder Lancelot Blackthorn, a Foreder, witJ). ilm 
Carcass of a Deer on Ids bach^ and a Gm in Ms Tmnd, 
Bla. Save you, damsels ! 

Kat. Godden, good yeoman. — ^Come you from the 
Weaponshaw % 

Bla. Not I, indeed; there lies the mark I shot at. 

[Lap down ike Deer, 

The time has been I had not miss’d the sport, 
Although Lord Nithsdale’s self had wanted venison ; 
But this same mate of mine, young Leonard Dacre, 
Makes me do what he lists he ’ll win the prize, 
though; 

The Forest district will not lose its honour. 

And that is all 1 care for — [some shouts are heard,) 
Hark ! they ’re at it. 

I’ll go see the issue. 

Flo. Leave not here 

The produce of your hunting. 

Bla. But I must, though. 

This is his lair to-night, for Leonard Dacre 
Charged me to leave the stag at Bevorgoil ; 

Then show me q^uickly where to stow the quarry. 

And let me to the sports — [rmre shots,) Come, has- 
ten, damsels I 

Flo, It is impossible — we dare not take it, 

Bla. There let it lie, then, and I’ll wind my 


That all within these tottering walls may know 
That here lies venison, whoso likes to lift it. 

[About to Uotv, 

Kat. {to Flo.) He will alarm your mother; and, 
besides, 

Our Forest proverb teaches, that no question 
Should ask where venison comes from. 

Your careful mother, with her wonted prudence. 

Will hold its presence plead its own apology. — 

Come, Blackthorn, I will show you wdiere to stow it. 

, [Escemt Katleen and Blackthorn into the 
Castle— ’more shooiing—then a distant shout — 
Slragglers^ armed in different ways, pass over 
the Stage, as if from the Weaponshaw, 

Flo. The prize is won; that general shout pro- 
claim’d it. 

The marksmen and the vassals are dispersing. 

[She draws hack. 

First Vassal (a peasant.) Ay, ay,— ’tis lost and 
won,— the Forest have it, 

’Tis they have all the luck on’t. 

Second Tas, (a shepherd.) Luck, sayst thou, man 1 
’Tis practice, skill, and cunning. 

Third V as. ’Tis no such tiling, — lhad hit the mark 
precisely. 

But for this cursed flint ; and, as I fired, 


A swallow cross’d mine eye too — Will you tell me 
That that was but a chance, mine honest sheplierd ? 
First Yas. Ay, and last year, when Lancelot Black- 
thorn won it, 

Because my powder happen’d to be damp. 

Was there no luck in that ? — The worse luck mine. 
Second Vas. Still I say ’twas not chance ; it might 
be witchcraft. 

First Vas. Faith, not unlikely, neighbours ; fo* 
these foresters 

Do often haunt about this ruin’d castle. 

I ’ve seen myself this spark, — young Leonard Dacre, — 
Come stealing like a ghost ere break of day, 

And after sunset, too, along this path ; 

And well you know the haunted tow'ers of Devorgoil 
Have no good reputation in the land. 

Shep. That have they not. I ’ve heard my father 
.. say,— ^ 

Ghosts dance as lightly in its moonlight halls, 

As ever maiden did at Midsummer 
Upon the village-green. 

First Vas. Those that frequent such spirit-haunted 
ruins 

Must needs know more than dmple Christians do.— 
See, Lance this blessed moment leaves the castle, 
And comes to triumph o’er us. 

[Blackthorn enters from the Castle, and 
coims forward while they speak. 

Third Vas. A mighty triumph ! What is \ after all, 
Except the driving of a piece of lead, — 

As learned Master Gullcrammer defined it, — 

Just through the middle of a painted board. 

Black. And if he so define it, by your leave, 

Your learned Master Gullcrammer’s an ass. 

Third Vas. {angrily.) He is a preacher, huntsman, 
under favour. 

Second Vas. No quarrelling, neighbours— you may 
both be right. 


Enter a Fourth Vassal, tvith a gallon stoup of wine. 
Fourth Vas. Why stand you brawling here ? 
Young Leonard Dacre 
Has set abroach the tun of wine he gain’d. 

That all may drink who list. Blackthorn, I sought 
you; 

Your comrade prays you will bestow this flagon 
Where you have left the deer you kill’d this moriiuig, 
Black. And that I will ; but first we will take 
toll 

To see if it ’s worth carriage. Shepherd, thy horn. 
There must be due allowance made for leakage, 

And that will come about a draught a-piece. 

Skink it about, and, when our throats are liquor’d, 
We ’ll merrily trowl our song of weaponshaw. 

[ They drink about out of the Shepherd’s horn 
and then sing. 


We love the shrill trumpet, we love the drum’s rattle. 
They call us to sport, and they call us to battle ; 
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And old Scotland shall laugh at the threats of a stran- 
ger, 

While our comrades in pastime are comrades in danger. 


Whom have we here? — -hat ancient fortunc-reiler, 
Papist and sorcerer, and sturdy beggar. 

Old Bauldie Durward 1 W’'ould I were well past him ! 
[Durwahd advances^ partlif in Hm dress of a 
pnhmr^ partly in that of an old Scoiiidi 
mendicant^ ’havir^ coarse hiue cloak and 
bad^j white heardf ^c. 

Due. The blessing of the evening on ^our worship. 
And on yonr taffty doublet. Much I marvel 
Your wisdom chooseth such trim garb,^ when tem- 
pests 

Are gathering to the bursting. 

Gtjllceammer {looks to his and then to the sky^ 
with soimappreliBrnion.) 

Surely, Bauldie, 

Thou dost belie the evening — in the west 
The light sinks down as lovely as this band 
Drops o’er this mantle — ^Tush, man I ’twill be fair. 

Dxtr. Ay, but the storm I bode is big with blows, 
Horsewiiips for hailstones, eluhs for thunderbolts ; 
And for the wailing of the midnight wind, 

The unpitied howling of a cudgeli’d coxcomb. 

Come, come, 1 know thou seek’st fair Flora Devorgoil 
GrUL. And if I did, I do the damsel grace. 

Her mother thinks so, and she has accepted 
At these poor hands gifts of some consequence, 

And curious dainties for the evening cheer, 

To which I am invited— She respects me. 

Due. But not so doth her father, haughty Osw’ald. 

Bethink thee, he ’s a baron 

Gul. And a bare one ; 

Construe me that, old man! — ^The crofts of Muckle- 
whame — 

Destined for mine so soon as heaven and earth 
Have sharedmy uncle’s soul and bones between them— 
The crofts of Mucklewhame, old man, wiiich nourish 
Three scores of sheep, three cows, with each her fol- 
" ' lower, 

A female palfrey eke— I will be candid, 

She is of that meek tribe whom, in derision, 

Our wealthy ' southern neighbours nickname don- 


If there ’s mirth .n our house, ’tis our neighbour that 
shares it — 

If peiil approach, ’tis our neighbour that dares it ; 
And when we lead off to the pipe and the tabor, 

The fair hand we press is the hand of a neighbour. 


Then close your ranks, comrades, the bands that com- 
bine them, [them ; 

Faith, friendship, and brotherhood, join’d to entwine 
And w’e ’ll laugh at the threats of each insolent stran- 
ger, [ger. 

Wliile our comrades in sport are our comrades in dan- 


Bi,ack. Well, I must do mine errand. Master ff agon 

{_Shaking U, 

Is too consumptive for another bleeding. 

Shep. I must to my fold. 

Third Vas. I ’ll to the butt of wine. 

And see if that has given up the ghost yet. 

First Vas. Have with you, neighbour. 

[Blackthorn enters the Castle, the rest esceunt 
severally, Melchisedek Gullcrammee 
watches tlwm of the stage, and then eniei'S 
from (he side-scene. His costume is a Generia 
cloak and hand, with a Idgli-croivned hat ; the 
•ess in the fashion of James the 


• resi of his dr 
First's time. He looks to the ivmdoivs of (he 
Castle, then draws lack as if to escape oiser- 
mtion, tvJdle he brushes his cloak, drives the 
white threads from Ids vxdstcoat with his weU 
ted thumb, and duds his shoes, all with the air 
of one who would 7iot willingly be observed 
engaged in these offices. He then adjusts his 
collar and hand, comes forward and speaks. 

Gull. Right comely is thy garb, Melchisedek ; 

As well beseemeth one, whom good Saint Mungo, 
The patron of our land and university, 

Hath graced with license both to teach and preach — 
Who dare opine thou hither plod’st on foot ? 

Trim sits thy cloak, unruffled is thy band. 

And not a speck upon thine outward man, 

Bewrays the labours of thy w^eary sole, 

\To'Uclws Ids shoe, and smiles eomplacenfly. 
Quaint was that jest and pleasant !— Now will I 
Approach and hail the dwellers of this fort ; 

But specially sweet Flora Devorgoil, 

Ere her proud sire return. He loves me not, 
Mocketh my lineage, flouts at mine advancement— 
Sour as the fruit the crab-tree furnishes, 

And hard as is the cudgel it supplies ; 

But Flora— she ’s a lily on the lake, 

And I must reach her, though I risk a ducking, 

[A5 Gullcrammee moves towards the draw- 
bridge, Bauldie Durward enters, and in- 
terposes himself hetwk t him and the Castle. 
Gullcrammee stqps and sjx'uks. 


Due. She hath her follower too,— wdien thou art 
there. 

Gul. I say to thee, these crofts of Mucklewhame, 
In the mere tything of their stock and produce, 
Outvie whatever patch of land remains 
To this old rugged castle and its owner. 

Well, therefore, may Melchisedek GuIIcrammer, 
Younger of Mucklewhame, for such I write me, 
Master of Arts, by grace of good Saint Andrew, 
Preacher, in brief expectance of a kirk, 

Endow’d with ten score Scottish pounds per annum, 
Being eight pounds seventeen eight in sterling com-' 
Well then, 1 say, may this Melchisedek, 

Thus highly graced by fortune— and by nature 
E’en gifted as thou seest— aspire to woo 
The daughter of the beggar’d Devoi’goil. 


i MS,— '“ That you should walk in such triin guise. 
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Due. Credit an old man’s word, kmd Master Gull- Gtm. I do abhor all eharmSj nor will abide 
crammer. To hear or see, far less to feel their use. 

You will not find it so.— Come, sir, I ’ve known Behold, 1 have departed. \_ExU ImtUp^ 

The hospitality of Mueklewhame ; 

It reach’d not to profuseness — yet, in gratitude Manent Durward. 

For the pure water of its living well, Dur. Thus do I play the idle part of one 

And for the barley loaves of its fair fields. Who seeks to save the moth from scorching him 

Wherein chopp’d straw contended with the grain In the bright taper’s flame— And Flora’s beauty^ 

Which best should satisfy the appetite, Must, not unlike that taper, waste away, 

I would not see the hopeful heir of Mueklewhame Gilding the rugged walls that saw it kindled, 

rims fling himself on danger. This was a shard-bom beetle, heavy, drossy,® 

Gul. Danger ! what danger ?— Know’st thou not, Though boasting his dull drone and gilded wing, 
old Oswald Here comes a fliutterer of another stamp, 

This day attends the muster of the shire, Whom the same ray is charming to his ruin. 

Where the crown-vassals meet to show their arms, 

And their best horse of service ? — ’Twas good sport E?iter Leonard, dressed as a huntsman; he pames he- 

(An if a man had dared but laugh at it) fore the Tower ^ and whistles a note or two ai miermh 

To see old Oswald with his rusty morion, — drawing bach, as iff&arfid of observation — yet wait- 

And huge two-handed sword, that might have seen wg, as if eoepecting some reply. Durward, whom 

The field of Bannockburn or Chevy-Cliase, had not ohseroed^ moves round, so as to front Leonard 

Without a squire or vassal, page or groom, meotpectedly. 

Or e’en a single pikeman at his heels, 

Mix with the proudest nobles of the county, Leon. I am too late — ^it was no easy task 

And claim precedence for his tatter’d person To rid myself from yonder noisy revellers. 

O’er armours double gilt and ostrich-plumage. Flora !— I fear she ’s angry — Flora — Flora 

Dub. Ay ! ’twas the jest at which fools laugh the 

loudest, ■ ' 

The downfall of our old nobility— Admire not that I gain’d me pnze 

Which may forerun the ruin of a kingdom. From all the village crew ; 

I ’ve seen an idiot clap his hands, and shout How could I fail with hand or eyes, 

To see a tower like yon {jpdnb to a part of the CWife) When heart and faith were true ? . 

stoop to its base 

In headlong min ; while the wise look’d round, 

And fearful sought a distant stance to watch 
What fragment of the fabric next should follow j 
For when the turrets fall, the walls are tottering. 

Gul. {after pondering.') If that means aught, it 
means thou saw’st old Oswald 
Expeird from the assembly. 

Bur, Thy sharp wit 

Hath glanced unwittingly right nigh the truth. 

ExpelTd he was not, but, his claim denied 
At some contested point of ceremony. 

He left the weaponshaw in high displeasure,. 

And hither comes — his wonted bitter temper 
Scarce sw’eeten’d by the chances of the day. 

’Twere much like rashness should you wait his coming. In age, in sorrow, in distress of mind, 

And tliither tends my counsel. Or agony of body. I’m in health— 

^tJL. And I ’ll take it ; Can match my limbs against the stag in cliase, 

Good Bauldie Durward, I will take thy counsel, Have means enough to meet my simple wants, 

And will requite it with this minted farthing, And am so free of soul that I can carol 

That bears our sovereign’s head in purest copper. To woodland and to wild in notes as lively 

Dur. Thanks to thy bounty — Haste thee, good As are my jolly bugle’s. 

young master ; Dur. Even therefore dost thou need my pity. 

Oswald, besides the old two-handed sword, Leonard, 

Bears in his hand a staff of potency. And therefore I bestow it, praying thee, 

To charm intruders from his castle purlieus. Before thou feel’st the need, my mite of pity. 


And when in floods of rosy wine 
My comrades drown’d their cares, 

I thought hut that thy heart was mine, 
]My own leapt light as theirs. 


My brief delay then do not blame, 
Nor deem your swain untrue; 
My form but linger’d at the game, 
My soul w’as still with you. 


— And Flora’s years of beauty.” 

This Twas an earth-born bottle, dull, and drossy. 


3 From the MS., the following song appears to li: 
reemt interpolation. , 
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Leonard^, tboTi lovest ; and in that little word 
There lies enough to claim the sympathy 
Of men who wear such hoary lochs as mine, 

And know w'hat misplaced love is sure to end in.^ 
Leon. Good father, thou art old, and even thy 
youth, 

As thou hast told me, spent in cloister’d cells. 

Fits thee but ill to judge the passions. 

Which are the joy and charm of social life. 

Press me no fartherj then, nor waste those moments 
Whose worth thou canst not estimate. 

l^Asturnhig from him, 
Dur. &.) Stay, young man ! 

’Tis seldom that a beggar claims a debt ; 

Yet I bethink me of a gay young stripling, 

That owes to these white locks and hoary beard 
Something of reverence and of gratitude 
More than he wills to pay, 

Leon. Forgive me, father. Often hast thou told me, 
Tliat in the ruin of my father’s house 
You saved the orphan Leonard in his cradle ; 

And well I know^ that to thy care alone — 

Care seconded by means beyond thy seeming — 

I owe whate’er of nurture I can boast, 

Dur. Then for thy life preserved, 

And for the means of knowledge I have furnish’d, 

( Which lacking, man is levell’d with the brutes,) 
Grant me this boon : — Avoid these fatal walls ! 

A curse is on them, bitter, deep, and heavy, 

Of power to split the ma&siest tower they boast 
Prom pinnacle to dungeon vault. It rose 
Upon the gay horizon of proud Devorgoil, 

As unregarded as the fleecy cloud. 

The first forerunner of the hiin’icane, 

Scarce seen amid the welkin’s shadeless blue. 

Dark grew it, and more dark, and still the fortunes 
Of this doom’d family have darken’d with it. 

It hid their sovereign’s favour, and obscured 
The lustre of their service, gender’d hate 
Betwixt them and the mighty of the land ; 

Till by degrees the waxing tempest rose, 

And stripp’d the goodly tree of fruit and flowers, 
And buds, and boughs, and branches. There remains 
A rugged trunk, dismember’d and unsightly, 

Waiting the bursting of the final bolt 
To splinter it to shivers. Now, go pluck 
Its single tendril to enwreath thy brow. 

And rest beneath its shade — to share the ruin ! 


I The MS. liere adds 

“ Leonard, But mine is not misplaced— If I sought 
beauty, 

Besides it not with Flora Devorgoil? 

If piety, if sweetness, if discretion, 

Patience beneath ill-suited tasks of labour. 

And filial tenderness, that can begtiile 

Her njoody sire’s dark thoughts, as the soft moonshine 

IJlames the cloud of night— if I seek these. 

Are they not all with Flora ? Number mo 
The list of female virtues one by one, 

And I will answer all with Flora Devorgoil. 


Leon. This anathema, 

Whence should it come t— How merited ! — and when! 

Due. ’T was in the days ' 

Of Oswald’s grandsir^— ’mid Galwegian chiofe 
The feliest foe, the Jflercest champion. 

His hlood-red pennons scared the Cumbrian coasts, 
And wasted towns and manors mark’d his progress. 
His galleys stored with treasure, and their decks 
Crowded with English captives, who beheld, 

With weeping eyes, their native shores retire, 

He bore him homeward ; but a tempest rose 

Leon. So far I ’ve heard the tale, 

And spare thee the recital,— The grim chief, 

Marking his vessels labour on the sea, 

And loth to lose his treasure, gave command 
To plunge his captives in the raging deep. 

Dur. There sunk the lineage of a noble name, 

And the wild weaves boom’d over sire and son, 

Mother and nursling, of the House of Aglionby,® 
Learing but one frail tendril. — Hence the fate 
I That hovers o’er these turrets, — hence the peasant, 
Belated, hying homewards, dreads to east 
A glance upon that portal, lest he see 
The unshrouded spectres of the murder’d dead f 
Or the avenging Angel, with his sword, 

Waring destruction ; or the grisly phantom 
Of that fell Chief, the doer of the deed, 

Which still, they say, roams through liis empty halls. 
And mourns their wasteness and their loneiihood. 

Leon. Such is the dotage 
Of superstition, father, ay, and the cant 
Of hoodwink’d prejudice. — Not for atonement 
Of some foul deed done in the ancient warfare, 

When war was butchery, and men vs’^ere wolves, 

Doth Heaven consign the innocent to suflering. 

I tell thee, Flora’s virtues might atone 
For all the massacres her sires have done. 

Since first the Picrish race tlieir stained limhs^ 
Array’d in wolf’s skin. 

Due. Leonard, ere yet this beggar’s scrip and cloak 
Supplied the place of mitre and of crosier,^ 

Which in these alter’d lands must not he worn, 

I was superior of a brotherhood 
Of holy men, — ^the Prior of Lanercost- 
Nobles then sought my footstool many a league, 
There to unload their sins— questions of eonseience 
Of deepest import were not deem’d too nice 
For my decision, youth. — But not even then, 


J}urxmrd, This is the wonted pitch of youthful passion j 
And, every woman who hath had a lover, 

However now deem’d crabbed, cross, and canker’d, 

And crooked both in temper and in shape, 

Has in her day been thought the purest, wisest, 
Gentlest, and best condition’d— and o’er all 
Fairest and liveliest of F.ve’a numerous daughters 

“ Leonard. Good father, thou art old,” &c. 

2 MS.— — '“ House of Ehrenwald.” 

3 MS. — ^ — “ spectres of the murder’d captives.” 

4 MS. their painted limbs.’* 

5 MS.-“ Supplied the{^^^®}of palmer’s cowl .'indstafi 
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With mitre on my brow, and all the voice 
Which Rome gives to a father of her church, 

Bared I pronounce so boldly on the ways 
Of hidden Providence, as thou, young man, 

Whose ehiefust knowledge is to track a stag, 

Or wind ,a bugle, hast presumed to do. 1 

Leon. Nay, I pray forgive me. 

Father; thou kiiow^st I meant not to presume 

Bur. Can I refuse thee pardon?— Thou art all 
That war and change have left to the poor Durw'ard. 
Thy father, too, who lost his life and fortune 
Befending Lanercost, when its fair aisles 
Were spoil’d by sacrilege — I biess’d bis banner, 

And yet it prosper’d not. But — all I could — 

Thee from the wreck I saved, and for thy sake 
Have still dragged on my life of pilgrimage 
And penitence upon the hated shores 
I else had left for ever. Come with me. 

And I will teach thee there is healing in 

The wounds which friendship gives. [Mvemt, 


The Scene cftanges io the interior of the Castle, An 
apartment is discovered, in which there is much appear^ 
ance of p/emd pomrty, imsced tviik some relics of former ' 
grcmdewr. On the todl hangs, amongst oiher things, a 
suit cfmtdefd armmr ; bg ihe toMe is a combed basliet ; 
bedmdyand emended bg ihe carmss of a roe-deer, 
There is a smdl laMiced toindow, which, appearing io 
perforaie a wall (f great thickness, is supposed to look 
out towards the drawbridge. It is in the shape of a 
loopdiole for mushstry ; and, as is not wiusvnl in old 
buddings, is placed so high up in the imll, that it is only 
approached by fixe or siv narroio stotie steps. 

Eleanor, the tvife of Oswald of Bevorgoil, Flora 
and Katleen, her Daughter a?id Niece, are discovered 
at work. The former sphis, the latter are enihroidering. 
Eleanor quits her own labour to examine the manner 
in which Flora is exeetding her task, and shakes her 
head as if dissatisfied. 

Ele. Fy on it. Flora ; this botch’d work of thine 
Shows that thy mind is tlistant from thy task. 

The finest tracery of our old cathedral 
Had not a richer, freer, bolder pattern. 

Than Flora once could trace. Thy thoughts are wan- 
dering. 

Flo. They ’re with my father. Broad upon the lake 
The evening sun sunk down ; huge piles of clouds, 
Crimson and sable, rose upon bis disk. 

And quench’d him ere his setting, like some champion 
In his last conflict, losing all his glory. 

Sure signals those of storm. And if my father 

Be on his homeward road 

Ele. But that he will not. 

Baron of Devorgoil, this day at least 


He banquets with the nobles, who the next 
Would scarce vouchsafe an alms to save his household 
Prom want or famine. Thanks to a kind friend, 

For one brief space we shall not need their aid. 

Flo. {jogfullg.) What ! knew you then his gift I 
How silly I that would, yet durst not tell it ! 

I fear my father will condemn us both, 

That easily accepted such a present. 

Kat. Now, here ’s the game a bystander sees better 
Than those who play it. — My good aunt is pondering 
On the good cheer which Gulicrammer has sent as, 
And Flora thinks upon the forest venison. [J side. 
Ele. (to Flo.) Thy father need not know on ’t— 
’tis a boon 

Comes timely, when frugality, nay, abstinence, 

Might scarce avail us longer. I had hoi:»ed 
Ere now a visit from the youthful donor, 

That we might thank his bounty ; and perhaps 
My Flora thought the same, when Sunday’s kerchief 
And the best kirtle were sought out, and donn’d 
To grace a work-day evening, 

Flo. Nay, mother, that is judging all too close ! 

My work-day gown was torn — my kerchief sullied ; 
And thus— But, think you, will the gallant come ? 

Ele. He will, for with these dainties came a message 
From gentle Master Gulicrammer, to intimate- — — 
Flo. {greatlg disappointed.) Gulicrammer? 

Kat. There hurst the bubble— down fell house of 
cards, 

And cousin ’s like to cry for ’t I {Aside. 

Ele. Gulicrammer ? ay, Gulicrammer — thou 
scorn’st not at him % 

’Twere something short of wisdom in a maiden, 

Who, like the poor bat in the Grecian fable, 

Hovers betwixt two classes in the world, 

And is disclaim’d by both the mouse and bird. 

Kat. I am the poor mouse, 

And may go creep into what hole I list, 

And no one heed me — Yet I ’ll waste a word 
Of counsel on my betters,— Kind my aunt, 

And you, my gentle cousin, were ’t not better 
We thought of dressing this same gear for supper, 
Than quarrelling about the worthless donor ? 

Ele. Peace, minx ! 

Flo. Thou hast no feeling, cousin Katleen. 
Kat. Soh ! I have brought them both on my poor 
shoulders 

So meddling peace-makers are still rewarded : 

E’en let them to ’t again, and fight it out. 

Flo. Mother, were I disclaim’d of every class, 

I would not therefore so disclaim myself, 

As even a passing thought of scorn to waste 
On cloddish Gulicrammer. 

Ele. List to me, love, and let adversity 
Incline thine ear to wisdom. Look around thee— 

Of the gay youths who boast a noble name, 

Which will incline to wed a doweriess damsel ? 

And of the yeomanry, who think’st thou. Flora, 
Would ask to share the labours of his farm 
An high-born beggar ? — This young man is modest 
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Flo. Silly, good mother ; sheepish, if you will it. 
Ele. E’en call it what you list~the softer temper, 
The fitter to endure the hitter sallies 
Of one whose wit is all too sharp for mine. 

Flo. Mother you cannot mean it as you say ; 

You cannot bid me prize conceited folly 1 
Ele. Content thee, child — each lot has its own 
blessings. 

This youth, with his plain-dealing honest suit. 

Proffers thee quiet, peace, and competence, 
Redemption from a home, o’er which fell Fate 
Stoops like a falcon. — 0, if thou couldst choose 
(As no such choice is given) ’twixt such a mate 
And some proud noble ! — Who, in sober judgment, 
Would like to navigate the heady river, 

Bashing in fury from its parent mountain, 

More than the waters of the quiet lake ? 

Kat. Now can I hold no longer-— Lake, good aunt ? 
Nay, in the name of truth, say miii-pond, horse- 
pond; 

Or if there he a pond more miry, j 

More sluggish, mean-derived, and base than either, 

Be such Grullcrammer’s emblem— and his portion I 
Flo. I would that he or I were in our grave, 

Kather than thus his suit should goad me ’—Mother, 
Flora of Devorgoil, though low in fortunes. 

Is still too Mgh in mind to join her name 
With such a base-born churl as Gullcrammer. 

Ele. You are trim maidens both ! 

( To Flora.) Have you forgotten, 

Or did you mean to call to my remembrance 
Thy father chose a wife of peasant blood % 

Flo. Will you speak thus to me, or think the stream 
Can mock the fountain it derives its source from 2 
My venerated mother, in that name 
Lies all on earth a child should chiefest honour ; 

And with that name to mix reproach or taunt, 

Were only short of blasphemy to Heaven. 

Ele. Then listen, Flora, to that mother’s counsel, 
Or rather profit by that mother’s fate. 

Your father’s fortunes w^ere but bent, not broken. 
Until he listen’d to his rash affection. 

Means were afforded to redeem his house, 

Ample and large— the hand of a rich heiress 
Awaited, almost courted, his acceptance ; 

He saw mj beauty — such it then was call’d, 

Or such at l(jast he thought it — the wither’d bush, 
Whate’er it now may seem, had blossoms then, — 

And he forsook the pi’oud and wealthy heiress, 

To wed with me and ruin 

Kat. (as/tfe.) The more fool. 

Say I, apart, the peasant maiden then, 

Who might have chose a mate from her own hamlet. 
Ele. Friends fell oft^ 

And to his own resources, his own counsels, 
Abandon’d, as they said, the thoughtless prodigal, 
Who had exchanged rank, riches, pomp, and honour, 
For the mean beauties of a cottage maid. 

BkiO, It was done like my father, 

Who scorn’d to sell what wealth can never buy — 
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True love and free ajections. And he loves you ! 

If you have suffer’d in a weary world, 

Your sorrows have been jointly home, and love 
Has made the load sit lighter, 

Ele. Ay, but a misplaced match hath that deep 
curse in % 

That can embitter e’en the purest streams 
Of true affection. Thou hast seen me seek. 

With the strict caution early habits taught me. 

To match our wants and means— hast seen thy father 
With aristocracy’s high brow of scorn, 

Spurn at economy, the cottage virtue, 

As best befitting her whose sires were peasants ; 

Nor can I, when I see my lineage scorn’d. 

Always conceal in what contempt I hold 
The fancied claims of rank he clings to fondly. 

Flo. Why will you doso 1 — well you know it chafes 
him. 

Ele. Flora, thy mother is but mortal woman, 

Nor can at all times check an eager tongue. 
f Eat. {aside.) That’s no new tidings to her niece 
and daughter. 

Ele. 0 mayst thou never know the spited feelings 
That gender discord in adversity 
Betvrixt the dearest friends and truest lovers ! 

In the chill damping gale of poverty. 

If Love’s lamp go not out, it gleams hut palely. 

And twinkles in the socket. 

Flo. But tenderness can screen it with her veil,^ 
Till it revive again. By gentleness, good mother, 
How oft 1 ’ve seen you soothe my father’s mood I 
Kat. Now there speak youthful hope and fantasy I 

Ele. That is an easier task in youth than age ; 

Our temper hardens, and our charms decay, 

And both are needed in that art of soothing. 

Kat. And there speaks sad experience. {Aside, 
Eoe. Besides, since that our state was utter despe- 
rate,-' , 

Darker his brow, more dangerous grow his words ; 
Fain would I snatch thee from the woe and wrath 
Wliieh darken’d long my life, and soon must end it. 

lA hnocUng without; Eleanor 5/40 wnt/am. 
It was thy father’s knock, haste to the gate. 

Flora Katleen. 
j What can have happ’d 2 — he thought to stay the night. 
This gear must not be seen. 

[Aa she is about to remom ilie hashef, she sees 
tlie body of the roe-deer. 

What have we here ? a roe-deer I— as I f«ar it, 

This w^as the gift of which poor Flora thought. 

The young and handsome hunter but time presses. 
{She removes the basket and the roe into a closet. 
As she has done — 

ETder Oswald o/^ Devorgoil, Flora, awe? Katleen. 
{He is dressed in a scarlet cloak^ whkh should seem 
worn and old-— a headpiece^ and old-fashloncd 


1 MS.— Ay, but the veil of tenderness can screen it 
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stmrd—tlie rest </ his areas tkitofa peasant. His 
countenafice and manner should express ihe ntood^ 
and irrdahh Imuphtimssofaprovd mm innohed 
in cal^mitpj and who has been eapas^ io recent 
insult. 

Osw. {oMresm/} his wife.) The sun hath set — ^why 
is the drawbridge lower'^d ? 

Ele. The counterpoise has MI'd, and Flora’s 
strength, 

ICatleen’s, and mine united, could not raise it, 

Osw* Flora and thou ! A goodly garrison 
To hold a castle, wMch, if fame say true, 

Once foil’d the King of Norse and all his rovers. 

Ele. It might be so in ancient times, but now 

Osw. A herd of deer might storm proud Devorgoil. 
Kat. {aside to Flo.) You, Flora, know full well one 
deer already 

Has enter’d at the breach j and, what is worse. 

The escort is not yet march’d off, for Blackthorn 
Is still within the castle. 

Flo. In Heaven’s name, rid him out on % ere my 
■■■'' father ■ 

Discovers he is here ! "VYhy w’ent he not 
Before 1 

Kat. Because I staid him on some little business ; 

I had a plan to scare poor paltry Gullcrammer 
Out of his paltry wits. 

Flo, Well, haste ye now, 

And try to get him off. 

.. I -wUl not promise that. 

1 would not turn an honest hunter’s dog, 
wdl I love the woodcraft, out of shelter 
In sudb a night as this — far less his mastm’ : 

But 1 ’ll do this, I ’ll try to hide Inm for you, 

Osw. {wlmti his wife has assisted to take off his cloak 
and feathered cap.) Ay, talce them off, and bring 
my peasant’s bonnet 

And peasant’s plaid — I ’ll noble it no farther. 

Let them erase my name from honour’s lists, 

And drag my scutcheon at their horses’ heels; 

I have deserved it all, for I am poor, 

And poverty hath neither right of birth, 

Nor rank, relation, claim, nor privilege. 

To match a new-coin’d viscount, whose good grand' 

.. sire, ■ , 

The Lord be with him, was a careful skipper, 

And steer’d his paltry skill ’twixt Leith and Camp- 
were — . v . , ■ ■ 1 

Marry, sir, he could buy Geneva cheap, ! 

And knew the coast by moonlight. I 

Flo. Mean you the Viscount Eliondale, my father I 
What strife has been between you ^ 

Osw. 0, a trifle! 

Not worth a wise man’s thinking twice about — 
Precedence is a toy— a superstition 
About a table’s end, joint-stool, and trencher. 
Something was once thought due to long descent. 


And something to Gahvegia’s oldest baron,— 

But let that pass— a dream of the old time. 

Ele. It is indeed a dream. 

Osw. {turning upon her rather quichhj.) Hal said ye! 

let me hear these words more plain. 

Ele. Alas I they are but echoes of your own. 
Match’d with the real woes that hover o’er us, 

What are the idle visions of precedence, 

But, as you term them, dreams, and toys, and triffes. 
Not worth a wise man’s thinking twice upon ? 

Osw. Ay,’tvvas for you I framed that consolation, 
The true philosophy of clouted shoe 
And linsey-woolsey kirtle. I know, that minds 
Of nobler stamp receive no dearer motive ^ 

Than what is link’d with honour. Eibands, tassels, 
Which are but shreds of silk and spangled tinsel — - 
The right of place, which in itself is momentary — 

A word, which is but air — may in themselves. 

And to the nobler file, be steep’d so richly 
In that elixir, honour, that the lack 
Of things so vei-y trivial in themselves 
Shall be misfortune. One sliall seek for them 
O'er the wild waves— one in the deadly breach 
And battle’s headlong front — one in the paths 
Of midnight study ; and, in gaining these 
Emblems of honour, each will hold himself 
Repaid for all his labours, deeds, and dangers. 

What then should he think, knowing them his own. 
Who sees what wanders and what sages toil for. 

The formal and establish’d marks of honour, 

Usurp’d from him by upstart insolence ? 

Ele. {who has listened to ihe last speech with some tm^ 
patience.) This is but empty declamation, Os- 
wald. ■ , 

The fragments left at yonder full-spread banquet, 
Nay, even the poorest crust swept from the table, 
Ought to be far more precious to a father, 

Whose family lacks food, than the vain boast, 

He sate at the board-head. 

Osw. Thou ’It drive me frantic ! — I will tell thee, 
woman — 

Yet why to thee ? There is another ear 
Which that tale better suits, and he fliall hear it. 

[Looks at his sword, which he has uufmekled, 
and addresses the rest of the speech to it. 

Yes, trusty friend, my father knew thy worth, 

And often proved it— often told me of it — 

Though thou and I be now held lightly of, 

And want the gilded hatchments of the time, 

I think we both may prove true metal still. 

’Tis thou shalt tell this story, right tliis wrong : 

Rest thou till time is fitting. [Hangs up th sword. 
[The Women look at each other with anaidij 
during this speech, whkhtheg partly overhear. 
They both approach Oswald. 

Ele. Oswald— my dearest husband ! 

Flo. My dear father I 


— Yet, I knovsr, for minds 

Of nobler stamp earth has no dearer motive.” 


tinsell’d spangle.” 

One shall seek thc&c emblonis." 
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Osw. Peace, both !— we speak no more of this. Ent&r Katleen, hiirodvdng BLACitTsionN. 

I go Kat. This was the destined scene of action, Blacb- 

To heave the drawbridge up. [Eint. thorn, 

Katleen mounts the steps towards the loop-hole^ loohs And here our properties. But all in vain, 

ovi^ and speaks. For of Gullcrammer we T1 see nought to-night, 

The storm is gathering fast ; broad, heavy drops Except the dainties that 1 told you of. 

Fall plashing on the bosom of the lake, Bla. 0, if he ’s left that same hog’s face and sail* 

And dash its inky surface into circles ; sages, 

The distant hills are hid in wreaths of darkness. He will try back upon them, never fear it. 

^will be a fearful night. The cur will open on the trail of bacon, 

Like my old braeh-hound. 

Oswald re-enters, and throws himself into a seat, Kat. And should that hap, we’ll play our comedy.— 

Ele. More dark and dreadful Shall we not, Blackthorn? Thou shalt be Owls- 

Than is our destiny, it cannot be. 

Osw. (to Flo.) Such is Heaven’s will— it is our 
part to hear it. 

W e ’re warranted, my child, from ancient story 
And blessed writ, to say, that song assuages 
The gloomy cares that prey upon our reason, 

And wake a strife betwixt our better feelings 
And the fierce dictates of the headlong passions- 
Sing, then, my love ; for if a voice have infinence 
To mediate peace betwixt me and my destiny, 

Flora, it must be thine. 

Flo. My best to please you ! 


Bla. And w^ho may that hard-named person be ? 
Kat. I’ve told you nine times over. 

Bla. Yes, pretty Katleen, but my eyes were bupy 
In looking at you all the time you were talking ; 

And so I lost the tale. 

Kat. Then shut your eyes, and let your goodly ears 
Do their good office. 

Bla. That were too hard penance. 

Tell hut thy tale once more, and I will hearken 
As if I were thrown out, and listening for 
My bloodhound’s distant bay. 

Kat. a civil simile ! 

Then, for the tenth time, and the last — be told, 
Owlspiegle was of old the wicked barber 
To Erick, wicked Lord of Devorgoil. 

Bla. The chief wdio drown’d his captives in tha 
Solway— 

We all have heard of him. 

Kat. a hermit hoar, a venerable man — 

So goes the legend — came to wake repentance 
In the fierce lord, and tax’d him with his guilt ; 

But he, heart-harden’d, turn’d into derision 
The man of heaven, and, as his dignity 
Consisted much in a long reverend heard, 

Which reach’d his girdle, Erick caused his barber 
This same Owlspiegle, violate its honours 
With sacrilegious razor, and clip his hair 
After the fashion of a roguish fool. 

Bla. This was reversing of our ancient proverb, 
And shaving for the devil’s, not for God’s sake. 

Kat. True, most grave Blackthorn ; and in punish* 
ment 

Of this foul act of scorn, the barber’s ghost 
Is said to have no resting after death, 

But haunts these halls, and chiefly this same cham- 

Where the profanity was acted, trimming 
And clipping all such guests as sleep within it, 

, Such is at least the tale our elders tell, 

With many others, of this haunted castle. 

Bla. And you would have me take tins shape of 
Owlspiegle, 

And trim the wise Melchisedek 1—1 wonnot, 

Kat, You will not I 


SONG. 


When the tempest ’s at the loudest, 

On its gale the eagle rides ; 

When the ocean rolls the proudest, 
Through the foam the sea-bird glides- 
Ali the rage of wind and sea 
is subdued by constancy. 


Gnawing want and sickness pining. 
All the ills that men endure ; 
Each their various pangs combining. 
Constancy can find a cure— 

Pain, and Fear, and Poverty, 

Are subdued by constancy. 


Bar me from each wonted pleasure. 

Make me abject, mean, and poor 
Heap on insults without measure. 
Chain me to a dungeon floor — 

I ’ll be happy, rich, and free, 

If endow’d with constancy. 


ACT II.-SCENE I. 


A Ctmmber in a distant part of the Castle. A large 
Window in the flat scene, supposed to look on the 
Lake, which is occasioncdlg illmnmded hj lightning. 
There is a Couchbed in the Mootn, and an aniiqm 
Cabinet. 


1 The MS throughout the First Act reads BucWwyth 
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lir.A. No — iiTiless you bear a part. 

Kat. What ! can you not alone play such a farce ? 
Bla. Not I— I’m dull. Besides, we foresters 
Still hunt our game in couples. Look you, Katleen, 
We danced at Shrovetide-then you were my part- 
■ .'nerj , 

We sung at Christmas — ^you kept time with me ; 

And if we go a mumming in this business. 

By heaven, you must be one, or Master Grullcrammer 

Js like to rest unshaven 

Kat. Why, you fool, 

What end can this serve ? 

Bla. Nay, I know not, I. 

But if we keep this wont of being partners, 

Why, use makes perfect — who knows what may hap- 
■penl 

Kat, Thou art a foolish patch — But sing our carol, 
As I have alter’d it, with some few words 

To suit the characters, and I will bear 

[Gives a paper. 

Bla, Part in the gambol. I ’II go study quickly. 

Is there no other ghost, then, haunts the castle. 

But this same barber shave-a-penny goblin ? 

I thought they glanced in every beam of moonshine. 
As frequent as the bat. 

Kat. I ’ve ' heard my aunt’s high husband tell of 

Ahfd fr.te8 impending o’er the house of Devorgoil ; 

first coin’d by andent superstition, ' 

I current by credulity 
iiTr j^plpiiide of lineage. Five years have I dwelt, 
saw any thing more misehievous 
tvhat I am myself, 

] , JEteJu And that is quite enough, I warrant you. 

" But, stay, where shall I find a dress 

To play thiS“What d’ye call him— Owlspiegle ? 

Kat. {takes dresses out of tke cednnet.) Why, there 
are his own clothes, 

Preserved with other trumpery of the sort. 

For we have kept nought but \vhat is good for nought. 
[tSie drops a cap as she draws out the clothes. 
BlacUhorn lifts it, and gives it to her. 

Nay, keep it for thy paiius — it is a coxcomb ; 

So call’d in ancient times, in ours a fooTs cap ; 

For you must know they kept a Fool at Devorgoil 
In former days ; but now are well contented 
To play the fool themselves, to sa^’^e expenses ; 

Yet give it me. I’ll find a w'orthy use for’t. 

ITl take this page’s dress, to play the page 
Cockledemoy, who waits on ghostly Owlspieglej 
And yet ’tis needless, too, for G-ullcrammer 
Will scarce be here to-night. 

Bla. I tell you that he will— I will uphold 
His plighted faith and true allegiance 
Unto a sows’d sow’s face and sausages, 

And such the dainties that you say he sent you, 
f , Against all other likings whatsoever, 

' ' JBxcept a certain sneaking of affection, ■ 

- Which makes some folks I know of play the fool, 

To please some other folks. 


Kat. Well, I do hope he ’ll come — there’s first a 
chance 

He will be cudgell’d by my noble uncle — 

I cry his mercy — by my good aunt’s husband. 

Who did vow vengeance, knowing nought of him 
But by report, and by a limping sonnet 
Which he had fashion’d to my cousin’s glory. 

And forwarded by blind Tom Long the carrier; 

So there ’s the chance, first of a hearty beating, 
Which failing, we’ve this after-plot of vengeance. 

Bla. Kind damsel, how considerate and merciful ! 
But how shall we get off, our parts being play’d % 
Kat, For that we are well fitted ; here ’s a trap-door 
Sinks with a counterpoise — you shall go that way. 

I’ll make my exit yonder — ’neath the window, 

A balcony communicates with the tower 
That overhangs the lake. 

Bla. ’Twere a rare place, this house of Devorgoil, 
To play at hide-and-seek in— shall we try, 

One (lay, my pretty Katleen ? [hawk 

Kat. Hands off, rude ranger I I ’m no managed 
To stoop to lure of yours. — But bear you gallantly ; 
This Gull crammer hath vex’d my cousin much, 

I fain would have some vengeance. 

Bla. I ’ll bear my part with glee ; — he spoke irreve- 
rently 

Of practice at a mark 1 

Kat. That cries for vengeance. 

But I must go ; I hear my aunt’s shrill voice 1 
My cousin and her father will scream next. 

Ele. (ojE a distance.) Katleen 1 Katleen I 
Bla. Hark to old Sweetlips I 

Away with you before the full cry open— 

But stay, what have you there ? 

Kat. {taith a bundle she has taken from the wardrobe.) 

My dress, my page’s dress— let it alone. 

^LA. Your tiring-room is not, I hope, far distant ; 
You ’re inexperienced in these new habiliments — 

I am most ready to assist your toilet. 

Kat. Out, you great ass ! was ever such a fool ! 

[ /? « '« § Ojft 

Bla. (sings.) 

O, Robin Hood was a bowman good, 

And a bowman good wus he, 

And he met with a maiden in merry Sherwood, 
i , All under the greeuwmod tree. 

Now give me a kiss, quoth bold Robin Hood, 

Now give me a kiss, said he, 

Fur there never came maid into merry Sherwood, 
But she paid the forester’s fee. 

I ’vo coursed this twelvemonth this sly puss, young 
Katleen, 

And she has dodged me, turn’d beneath my nose, 
And flung me out a score of yards at once ; 

If this same gear fadge right, I’ll cote and mouth her. 
And then I whoop ! dead I dead ! dead ! — 6nc is the 
metal 


I 
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Whatever means we have to drive it o’er, 

And leave to Heaven to-morrow. Trust me. Flora, 
Tis the philosophy of desperate want 
To match itself but with the present evil, 

And face one grief at once. 

Away, I wish thine aid and not thy counsel. 

[As Flora, isahovtto gooffs Gullcrammeb’s 
mice is heard h^ind die fat scene, as if from 
the drawbridge, 

Gul. {behind.) Hillo — hillo — ^hilloa — hoa — hoa! 

[Oswald raises himself and listens; Eleanor 
goes up the steps, and opens the window ai 
the loop-hole; Gullceammeb’s wfcs is then 
heard more distincilg. 

Gul. Kind Lady Devorgoil— sweet Mistress Flora !— 
The night grows fearful, I have lost my way. 

And wander’d till the road turn’d round with me, 
And brought me back— For Heaven’s sake, give me 
shelter I 

Kat. {aside.) Now, as I live, the voice of Gtillcrani- 
. meri' ; . ■ 

Now shall our gambol be play’d off with spirit; 

I I’ll sw'ear I am the only one to whom 
I That screech-owl whoop was e’er acceptable. 

Osw. What bawling knave is this that takes our 
dwelling 

B'or some hedge-inn, the haunt of lated drunkards? 
Ele. What shall I say?— Go, Katleen, speak to 
him. 

Kat. {aside.) The game is in my hands — I will say 
something 

Will fret the Baron’s pride— and then he enters. 

(iS/ie speaks from the window.) Good sir, be patient ! 
We are poor folks— it is but six Scotch miles 
To the next borough town, where your Reverence 
May be accommodated to your wants ; 

We are poor folks, an’t please your Reverence, 

And keep a narrow household— there ’s no track 
To lead your steps astray— 

Gul. Nor none to lead them right.— Tou kill me, 

' ' Jady, 

If you deny me harbour. To budge from hence. 

And in my weary plight, were sudden death, 
Interment, funeral-sermon, tombstone, epitaph. 

Osw. Who ’s he that is thus clamorous without ? 
(To Ele.) Thou know’st him? 

Ele. {confused.) I know him?— no — yes— ’tis a 
worthy clergyman, 

Benighted on his way but think not of him. - 
Kat, The mom will rise when that the tempest’s 
past, 

And if he miss the marsh, and can avoid 
The crags upon the left, the road is plain. 

Osw. Then this is all your piety I — to leave 
One whom the holy duties of his office 
Have summon’d over moor and wilderness, 

To pray beside some dying wretch’s bed, 

Who (erring mortal) still would cleave to life, 

Or wake some stubborn sinner to repentance, ^ — 

To leave him, after offices like these, 


To make a woodsman’s wife of 1 

[PiTztses a moment 

Well — I can find a hare upon her form 
With any man in Nithsdale— stalk a deer, 

Run Reynard to the earth for all his doubles, 
Reclaim a haggard hawk that ’s wild and wayward, 
Can bait a wild-cat, — sure the devil ’s in ’t 
But I can match a woman — I ’ll to study. 

[*S'tYs down on the couch to examine the paper. 


SCENE II. 


Scene changes to the inhabited aparlrmnt of the Castle, as 
in ike last Scene of the preceding Act A fire is kindled, 
by tchkli Oswald s&fw an attitude of deep and melan- 
choly thought, without paying attention to what passes 
around Hni. Eleanor h busy in covering a table ; 
Flora goes out and re-enters, as if busied in the kitchen. 
There should he some by-play— the women whispering 
together, and watching the state o/* Oswald ; then sepa- 
rating, and seeking to amid his observation, wlmi he 
casually raises Ms head, and drops it again. This must 
he left to taste and management. The Wome7i, in the 
first part of the &eene, talk apart, and as if fearful of 
being overheard ; the by-play of stopping occasionally, 
and attending to Oswald’s will give liveli- 

ness to the Scene. 


Ele. Is all prepared ? 

Flo. Ay ; but I doubt the issue 

Will give my sire less pleasure than you hope for. 
Ele. Tush, maid — I know thy father’s humour 
better. 

He was high-bred in gentle luxuries ; 

And when our griefs began, I ’ve wept apart, 

While lordly cheer and high -fill’d cups of wine 
Were blinding him againsst the woe to come. 

He has turn’d his back upon a princely banquet ; 

We will not spread his board^ — this night at least, 
Since cliance hath better furnish’d — with dry bread, 
And water from the well. 


Mnter KatLEEN, and hears the last speech. 

Kat. (aswfe.) Considerate aunt ! she deems that a 
good supper 

Were not a thing indifferent even to him 
Who is to hang to-morrow. Since she thinks so, 

We must take care the venison has due honour— 

So much I owe the sturdy knave, Lance Blackthorn. 

Flo. Mother, alas I when Grief turns reveller, 
Despair is cup-bearer. What shall hap to-morrow I 
Ele. I have leam’d carelessness from fruitless 
care.' 

Too long I ’ve watch’d to-morrow ; let it come 
And eater for itself— Thou hear’st the thunder. 

\^Low and distant thunder. 
This is a gloomy night— within, alas I 

{^Looking ai her husband. 

Still gloomier and more threatening— Let us use 
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“What can I do? But yet *twas fresli this morning. This fell shower 

Osw. Do what thou canst— the wealthiest do no Hath somewhat smirch'd my cloak, but you may note 

It rates five marks per yard ; my doublet 

And if so much, ’tis well. These crumbling walls, Hath fairly 'scaped— 'tis three-piled tafieta. 

While yet they bear a roof, shall now, as ever, [Opens his cloaJc, and displays his dovhlct. 

Give shelter to the wanderer Have we food % Osw. A goodly inventory— Art thou a preacher ? 

He shall partake it— Have we none? the fast GuL. Yea^-I laud Heaven and good Saint Mungo 

Shall be accounted with the good man's merits for it. 

And our misfortunes Osw. ’Tis the time’s plague, when those that should 

[He goes to the hop-hoh while he speaks, and weed follies 

places Umetf there in room of his Wife, who Out of the common field, have their own minds 
comes down with reluctance. O’errun with foppery— Envoys 'twixt heaven and 

GuE. {without.) Hillo— hoa — hoa! earth, 

By my good faith, I cannot plod it farther; Example should with precept join, to show us 

The attempt were death. How we may scorn the world with all its vanities. 

O&w. {speaks from the window.) Patience, my friend, Gut. Nay, the high heavens forefend that I were 
I come to lower the drawbridge. vain! 

[Desmids, and eodt. When our learn’d Principal such sounding laud 
f;T,T7.. o, that the screaming bittern had his couch Gave to mine Essay on the hidden qualities 
Where he deserves it,^ in the deepest marsh I Of the sulphuric mineral, I disclaim’d 

Kat. I would not give this sport for all the rent All self-exaltment. And {turnwg to the wo7ne?i) when 
Of Devorgoil, when Devorgoil was richest ! at the dance, 

{To Ele.) But now' you chided me, my dearest aunt, The lovely Saccharissa Kirkencroft, 

For wishing him a horse-pond for his portion? Daughter to Kirkencroft of Kirkencroft, 

Rlt?!. Yes/saucy girl ; but, an it please you, then Graced me with her soft hand, credit me, ladies, 

He was not fretting me ; if he had sense enough, That still I felt myself a mortal man, 

And skill to bear him as some casual stranger,— Though beauty smiled on me. 

he is dull as earth, and every hint Osw. Come, sir, enough of this* 

Isldst on him, as hail-shot on the cormorant, That you ’re our guest to-night, thank the rough 

Whose hide k proof except to musfcet-huhets I heavens, 

Flo. {apati.) And yet to such a one would my kind And all our worser fortunes ; he conformable 
mother, Unto my rules; these are no Saccharissas 

Whose chiefest fault is loving me too fondly. To gild wdth compliments. There ’s in your profession, 

Wed her poor daughter ! As the best grain will have its piles of chaff, 

A certain whiffler, who hath dared to bait 

Enter GullcRjIJDier, Ms dress damaged by the storm; A noble maiden with love tales and sonnets ; 
Eleanor runs to meet Mm, in order to explain to Urn And if I meet him, his Geneva cap 
that she imhed Mm to behave as a stranger. Gull- May scarce be proof to save his ass's ears. 
ciummer, inisiakbig her approach for an inviiaiion to Kat. {aside.) Umph — I am strongly tempted 
familiaritij, advances with the air of peda7iiio co7iceit And yet I think I will be generous, 
helniuji^tg to his character, when Oswald &72ters, — And give his brains a chance to save his bones, 
Eleanor reamrs herself, and assumes an air ofdis- Then there 's more humour in our goblin plot, 
Gullcratumer is co7ifounded, and does not Than in a simple drubbing. 
tcnoio what to make of it. Ele. {apart to Flo.) What shall we do? If ha 

discover him, 

Osw. The counterpoise has clean given way; the He’ll fling him out at window. 

bridge Flo. My father’s hint to keep himself unknown 

Must e’en remain unraised, and leave us open. Is all too broad, I think, to be neglected. 

For this night’s course at least, to passing visitants.— Ele. But yet the fool, if we produce his bounty, 
What have we here ?— is this the reverend man ? May claim the merit of presenting it ; 

[ffe takes up the candle, and surveys Gull- And then w'e ’re but lost women for accepting 
CRAMMER, who sirim to sustain the hispee- A gift our needs made timely. 
tim with confidence, while fear obviously con- Kat. Do not produce them. 

tends with conceit and desire to show himself E’en let the fop go supperless to bed, 
to €ie bed advantage. And keep his hones whole. 

1 MS.-“ And headlong dizzy precipice.” f needy > 

' Their shelter to the -? z „ > 

i wanderer.” > 

* MS « ^all fi^ve, as ever, 3 MS.— “ Where it is fittest,” &c. 
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Osw. {to hh Wife.) Hast thou aught 
To place before him ere he seek repose 1 
Ele. Alas ! too well you know our needful fare 
Is of the narrowest now, and knows no surplus. 

Osw, Shame us not with thy niggard housekeep- 


The sow’s face boasts no substance, nor the sausages, 
To stand our reinforced attack I I judge, too, 

By this starved Baron’s language, there ’s no hope 
Of a reserve of victuals. 

Flo. Go to the casement, cousin. 

Kat. Go yourself, 

And bid the gallant who that bugle winded 
Sleep in the storm-swept waste ; as meet for him 
As for Lance Blackthorn. — Come, I ’ll not distress 

I ’ll get admittance for this second suitor, 

And we ’ll play out this gambol at cross purposes. 

But see, your father has prevented me. 

Osw. {seem to have spoken vjUh those witluMf md m~ 
sweis.) Well, I will ope the door ; one guest al- 
ready. 

Driven by the storm, has claim’d my hospitality, 

And you, if you were fiends, were scarce less welcome 
To this my mouldering roof, than empty ignorance 
And rank conceit— -I hasten to admit you. 

Ele. {to Flo.) The tempest thickens. By that 
winded bugle, 

I guess the guest that next will honour us.— — 

Little deceiver, that didst mock my troubles, 

’Tis now thy turn to fear ! 

Flo. Mother, if I knew less or more of this 
Unthought of and most perilous visitation, 

I would your wishes were fulfill’d on me, 

And 1 were wedded to a thing like yon. 

Gul. {approaching.) Come, ladies, now you see the 
jest is threadbare, 

And you must own that same sow’s face and sau- 


He is a stranger — were it our last crust, 

And he the veriest coxcomb ere wore taffeta, 

A pitch he ’s little short of— he must share it, 

Though all should want to-morrow. 

Gul. {partly overhearing what passes between them.) 
Nay, I ani no lover of your sauced dainties: 

Plain food and plenty is my motto still. 

Your mountain air is bleak, and brings an appetite: 
A soused sow’s face, now, to my modest thinking, 
Has ne’er a fellow. What think these fair ladies 
Of a sow’s face and sausages 1 

Eleanor. 

Flo. Plague on the vulgar hind, and on his cour- 
tesies, 

The whole truth will come out ! 

Osw. What should they think, but that you ’re like 
to lack 

Your fiivourite dishes, sir, unless perchance 
You bring such dainties with you. 

Gul. No, not with me ; not, indeed, 

Directly with me ; but — Aha ! fair ladies ! 

. l^JS^Iakes signs again. 

Kat. He T1 draw the beating down — Were that the 
worst, 

Heaven’s will be done I {Aside, 

Osw. {apart.) What can he mean? — this is the 
veriest dog-whelp — 

Still he ’s a stranger, and the latest act 
Of hospitality in this old mansion 
Shall not be sullied. 

Gul. Troth, sir, I think, under the ladies’ favour, 
Without pretending skill in second sight, 

Those of my eloth being seldom conjurers— 

Osw. 1 ’ll take my Bible-oath that thou art none. 

[Adde. 

Gul. I do opine, still with the ladies’ favour. 

That I could guess the nature of our supper : 

I do not say in such and such precedence 
The dishes ■will be placed j housewives, as you know, 
On such forms have their fancies ; hut, I say still, 
That a sow’s face and sausages- — - 
Osw. Peace, sir I 

O’er-driven jests (if this be one) are insolent. 

Flo. {apart^ seeing her mother uneasy.) The old saw 
still holds true— a churl’s benefits. 

Sauced with his lack of feeling, sense, and courtesy, 
Savour like injuries. 

[J[ horn is winded without ; then a loud hio^kr 
ing at the gate. 

Leo. .) Ope, for the sake of love and charity ! 

goes totlwhop-hcle. 
Gul. Heaven’s mercy 1 should there come another 
strangei’, 

And he half starved with wandering on the wolds, 


Re-eiiter Oswald with Leonard, supporting Bauldie 
Durward. Oswald takes a vmu of ilwm^ as former^ 
ly of then speaks, 

Osw. (ifoLso.) By thy green cassock, hunting-spear 
and bugle, 

I guess thou art a huntsman ? 

Leo. {bowing with respect.) Kmager of the neigh- 
bouring royal forest. 

Under the good Lord .Nithsdale; huntsman, there- 
fore, 

In time of peace, and when the land has war, 

To my best powers a soldier. 

Osw. Welcome, as either. I have loved the chase 
And was a soldier once.— This aged man, 

What may he be? 

Dur. {recovering his hreaih.) Is but a beggar, sir, an 
humble mendicant, 

Who feels it passing strange, that from this roof. 
Above all othem, he should now crave shelter. 

Osw. "^rhy so? You ’re welcome both— only the 
word 

Warrants more courtesy than our present means 
Permit ns to bestow. A huntsman and a soldier 
May he a prince’s comrade, much more mine ; 

And for a beggar — ^friend, there little lacks, 

Save that blue gown and badge, and clouted pouches. 
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To make os comrades too ; then welcome both, 

And to a beggar’s feast. I fear brown bread, 

And water from the spring, will be the best on ’t ; 
For we had cast to wend abroad this evening, 

And left onr larder empty. 

Gul. Yet, if some kindly fairy. 

In our behalf, would search its hid recesses,— 
{Apart) We ’ll not go supperless now — ^we ’re three 
to one. — 

Still do I say, that a sowsed face and sausages- — - 


Whose fathers beggar’d Cumberland— Greybeard, let 
it be so, ■ 

I ’ll not dispute it with thee. 

(To Leo. tcAo was speaMnq to Flora, buty on 
being surprised^ occupied mmetfvMt ihe suit 
I of armour.') 

What makest thou there, young man I 
Leo, I marvell’d at this harness ; it is larger 
Than arms of modem days. How richly carved 
With gold inlaid on steel — ^how close the rivets — 


Osw. {locks sterdy at him, then at his There ’s How justly fit the joints ! I think the gauntlet 


something under this, but that the present 
Is not a time to question. (Tb Ele.) Wife, my mood 
Is at such height of tide, that a turn’d feather 
Would make me frantic now, with mirth or fury ! 
Tempt me no more — but if thou hast the things 
This ean'ion crow so croaks for, bring them forth ; 
For, by my father’s beard, if I stand caterer, 

’Twill be a fearful banquet ! 


Would swallow twice my hand. 

IHe is about to take down some part of the Ar- 
mour; O&'Wk'LV interferes, 

Osw. Bo not displace it 

My grandsire, Erick, doubled human strength, 

And almost human size — and human knowledge, 
And human vice, and human virtue also. 

As stonn or sunshine chanced to occupy 


Ele. Your pleasure be obey’d — Come, aid me. His mental hemisphere. After a fatal deed. 

Flora. [Eijoeuni. He hung his armour on the wall, forbidding 

(Tturing the folhwing specclm the Women plcm It e’er should be ta’en down. There is a prophecy, 


di&lws on the tahle.) 

Osw. [to Dur.) Haw did you lose your path 1 
Dub. E’en when we thought to find it, a wild me- 
teor 

Danced in the moss, and led our feet astray, — 

I give small credence to the tales of old. 

Of Friar Vlantem told, and Will-o’-Wisp, 

Else would I say, that some malicious demon 
Guided us in a round ; for to the moat, 

W^hich we had pass’d two hours since, were we led, 
And there the gleam flicker’d and disappear’d. 

Even on your drawbridge. I was so worn down. 

So broke with labouring through marsh and moor, 
That, wold I nold I, here my young conductor 
Would needs implore for entrance ; else, believe me, 
I had not troubled you. 


That of itself ’twill fall, upon the night 
When, in the fiftieth year from his decease, 
Devorgoii’s feast is full. This is the era ; 

But, as too well you see, no meet occasion 
Will do the downfall of the armour justice. 

Or grace it with a feast. There let it bide. 

Trying its strength with the old walls it hangs on, 
Which shall fall soonest. 

Due. (looUng at the trophy with a mixture of feeling.) 
Then there stern Erick’s harness hangs un- 
touch’d. 

Since his last fatal raid on Cumberland ! 

Osw. Ay, waste and want, and recklessness — a 
comrade 

Still yoked with waste and wanb— have stripp’d these 
walls 


Osw. And why not, father ?— have you e’er heard Qf every other trophy. Antler’d skulls, 


aught, 

Or of my house or me, that wanderers, 

WTiom or their roving trade or sudden circumstance 
Oblige to seek a shelter, should avoid 
The House of Devorgoil ? 

Due. Sir, I am English bom — 

Native of Cumberland. Enough is said 


j Whose branches vouch’d the tales old vassals told 
' Of desperate chases — partisans and spears — 

Knights’ barred helms and sliields — ^the shafts and 
: . bows, 

Axes and breastplates, of the hardy yeomanry — 
j The banners of the vanquish’d — signs these arms 
Were not assumed in vain, have disappear’d. 


Why I should shun those bowers, whose lords were Yes, one by one they all have disappear’d ; 

^®stile And now Lord Erick’s harness hangs alone. 

To English blood, and unto Cumberland ’Midst implements of vulgar husbandry 

Most hostile and most fatal. And mean economy ; as some old warrior, 


Osw. Ay, father. Once my grandsire plough’d. Whom want hath made an inmate of an alms-house, 
and harrow’d, Shows, mid the beggar’d spendthrifts, base mechanics, 

And sow’d with salt, the streets of your fair towns ; And bankrupt pedlars, with whom fate has mix’d him. 

But what of that ?— you have the ’vantage now. Due. Or rather like a pirate, whom the prison- 

Dur. True, Lord of Devorgoil, and well believe I, house. 

That not in vain we sought these towers to-night, prime leveller next the grave, hath for the first time 
So strangely guided, to behold their state. Mingled with peaceful captives, low in fortunes,^ 

Osw. Ay, thou wouldst say, ’twas fit a Cumbrian But fair in innocence. 

beggar 

SShould rit an equal guest in his proud halls, i Mingled with peaceful men, broken in fortune. 


i MS.— “ Mingled with peaceful men, broken in fortune^. 


...J 
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Osw. {looking at Duu. with surprise.) Friend, thou 
art bitter 1 

Bur. Plain truth, sir, like the vulgar copper coin- 
age, 

Despised amongst the gentry, still finds value 
And currency with beggars. 

Osw. Be it so. 

X will not trench on the immunities 
I soon may claim to share. Thy features, too, 

Though weather-beaten, and thy strain of language, 
Relish of better days.^ Gome hither, friend, 

ITIieg speak apart. 

And let me ask thee of thine occupation. 

[Leonard looks roundf and, seeing 0&waJjX> 
702^^ Dtjrward, Gullcram- 
MER with Eleanor, approaches towards 
’^hOTXk, wlio must give Mm an oppoiiuniip of 
doing so,wiih obvious attention on her part to 
give it the air of chance. The hy^pdag here 
will rest with the Lady, who must engage the 
attention of the audience by playing off a little 
female hypocrisy and simph coquetry, 

Leo. Flora 

Flo. Ay, gallant huntsman, may she deign to ques- 
tion 

Why Leonard came not at the appointed hour ; 

Or why he came at midnight % 

Leo. Love has no certain loadstar, gentle Flora, 
And oft gives up the helm to wayward pilotage. 

To say the sooth — A beggar forced me hence, 

And Will-o’-wisp did guide us back again. 

Flo. Ay, ay, your beggar was the faded spectre 
Of Poverty, that sits upon the threshold 
Of these our ruin’d walls. I ’ve been unwise, 
Leonard, to let you speak so oft with me; 

And you a fool to say what you have said. 

E’en let us hero break short ; and, wise at length, 
Hold each onr separate way through life’s wide 
ocean. 

Leo. Nay, let us rather Join our course together, 
And share the breeze or tempest, doubling Joys, 
Jlelieving sorrows, warding evils off 
With mutual effort, or enduring them 
With mutual patience. 

Flo. This is but flattering counsel — sweet and 
baneful; 

But mine had wholesome bitter in ’t. 

Kat. Ay, ay ; but like the sly apothecary. 

You ’ll be the last to take the bitter drug 
That you prescribe to others. 

IThey whi^r, Eleanor advances to inter- 
nipt them, followed by Gullcrammer. 

Ele. What, maid, no household cares ? Leave to 
your elders 

The task of filling passing strangers’ ears 
With the due notes of welcome. 

Gul. ^ ^ 

O, Mistress Flora, the more useful talent 
Of filling strangers’ stomachs with substantials ; 


Tliat is to say,— -for learn’d c;ommentators 
Do so expound substantials in some places, — 

With a sows’d baeon-face and sausages, 

Flo. Would thou wert sows’d, intolerable 

pedant. 

Base, greedy, perverse, interrupting coxcomb ! 

Kat. Hnsh,coz, for we ’ll be well avenged on him, 
And ere this night goes o’er, else woman’s wit 
Cannot o’ertake her wishes. 

[57^ proceeds to arrange seats. Oswald and 
Durward come forward in conversailm. 
Osw. I like thine humour well. — So ali men 
beg- 

Dor. Yes — I can make it good by proof. Your soldier 
I Begs for a leaf of laurel, and a line 
I In the Gazette. He brandishes his sword 
j To back his suit, and is a sturdy beggar— 

The courtier begs a riband or a star, 

And, like our gentler mumpers, is provided 
With false certifi.cates of health and fortune 
Lost in the public senice. For your lover. 

Who begs a sigh, a smile, a lock of hair, 

A buskin-point, he maunds upon the pad, 

With the true cant of pure mendicity, 

" The smallest trifle to relieve a Christian, 

And if it like your Ladyship I ” 

[In a hagiimg tone, 
Kat. {apart.) This is a cunning knave, and feeds 
the humour 

Of my aunt’s husband, for I must not say 
Mine honour’d uncle. I will try a question. — 

Your man of merit though, who serves the common- 
w^ealth, 

Nor asks for a requital 1— — [To Durward, 

DuR. Is a dumb beggar, 

And lets Ms actions speak like signs for him, 
Challenging double guerdon.— Now, I ’ll show 
How your true beggar has the fair advantage 
O’er all the tribes of cloak’d mendicity 
I have told over to you.— The soldier’s laurel. 

The statesman’s riband, and the lady’s favour, 

Once won and gain’d, are not held worth a farthing 
By such as longest, loudest, canted for them ; 
Whereas your charitable halfpenny,^ 

Which is the scope of a time beggar’s suit, 

Is worth two farthings, and, in times of jjlenty, 

Will buy a crust of bread. 

Flo. {mterrupting him, and addressing her father. ) 
Sir, let me be a beggar wnth the time. 

And pray you come to supper. 

Ele. (to Oswald, apaii.) Must 7^e sit with us I 

[Looking at DvRWAUn 
Osw. Ay, ay, what else — since we are beggars all I 
When cloaks are ragged, sure their worth is equal. 
Whether at first they were of silk or woollen. 

Ele. Thou art scarce consistent. 

This day thou didst refuse a princely banquet, 
Because a new-made lord was placed above thee ; 
And now—— 


1 MS.— “ Both smack of hotter days/’ 


2 MS.— “ Whereas your genuine copper haiipenuv-’ 
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Osw, Wife; I have seen, at public executions, Such dainties, once familiar to my board, 

A wretch that could not brook the hand of violence Have been estranged from ’t long. 

Should push him from the scaifold, pluck up courage, [ J/e a^ain. fills his glass, a?id c-mimiiies to speak 

And, with a desperate sort of cheerfulness, as lie holds it up. 

Take the fell plunge himself— Fill round, my friends— here is a treacherous friend 

Welcome then, beggars, to a beggar’s feast ! now 

Gul. [loho has in the 7neanwhUe seated Mmelf.) But Smiles in your face, yet seeks to steal the jewel, 
this is more. — A better countenance,— Which is distinction between man and brute— 

Fair fall the hands that sows’d it !— than this hog’s, I mean our reason— this he does, and smiles. 

Or prettier provender than these same sausages. But are not all friends treacherous ? — one shall cross 
(By what good friend sent hither, shall be name- you 

less. Even in your dearest interests— one shall slander 

Doubtless some youth whom love hath made profuse,) you — 

\_Smiling signifimntly ad Eleanor and Flora. This steal your daughter, that defraud your purse ; 
No prince need wish to peck at. Long, I ween, But this gay flask of Bordeaux will but borrow 

Since that the nostrils of this house (by metaphor. Your sense of mortal sorrow'-s for a season, 

I mean the chimneys) smell’d a steam so grateful— And leave, instead, a gay delirium. 

By your good leave I cannot dally longer. Methinks my brain, unused to such gay visitants, 

l^Hdps himselfi The influence feels already ! — we will revel ! — 

Osw. {places Durwarb alove Guilcrammer.) Our banquet shall be loud!— it is our last. 

Meanwhile, sir, Katleen, thy song. 

Please it your faithful learning to give place Kat. Not now, my lord — I mean to sing to-night 

To grey hairs and to wisdom ; and, moreover, For this same moderate, grave, and reverend clergy* 

If you had tarried for the benediction man ; 

Gul. [somewhat abadwd.) I said grace to myself. I ’ll keep my voice till then. 

Osw. [mt minding Urn,) — And waited for the com- Ele. Your round refusal shows but cottage breed- 

pany of others, ing. 

It had been better fashion. Time has been, Kat. Ay, my good aunt, for I was cottage-nur 

I should have told a guest at Devorgoil, tured, 

Bearing himself thus forward, he was saucy. And taught, I think, to prize my own wild will 

[He seats hm^f, (md helps ihe company a/nd Above all sacrifice to compliment. 

Mmsdf in dumh-'show. There should be a Here is a huntsman — ^in his eyes I read it, 
contrast hetwisst ihe precision of his aristocrat He rings the martial song my uncle loves, 
tie civility, and the rude mder-hreeding of What time fierce Claver’se with his Cavaliers, 
Gullcrammer. Abjuring the new change of government, 

Osw. [having tasted ihe dish next him.') Why, this is Forcing his fearless way through timorous friends, 
venison, Eleanor ! And enemies as timorous, left the capital 

Gul. Eh I What ! Let’s see — To rouse in James’s cause the distant Highlands. 

across Oswald and helps himsdf. Have you ne’er heard the song, my noble uncle ? 

It may be venison — Osw. Have I not heard, wench ? — It was I rode 

I ’m sure ’tis not beef, veal, mutton, lamb, or pork. next him. 

Eke am I sure, that be it what it will, ’Tis thirty summers since— rode by his rein ; 

It is not half so good as sausages, We marched on through the alarm’d city, 

Or as a sow’s face sows’d. As sweeps the osprey through a flock of gulls, 

Osw. Eleanor, whence all this % Who scream and flutter, but dare no resistance 

Ele, Wait till to-morrow, Against the bold sea-empress — They did murmur, 

You shall know all. It was a happy chance The crowds before us, in their sullen wrath, 

That furnish’d us to meet so many guests. And those whom we had pass’d, gathering fresh cou- 

{FiUs wine, rage. 

Try if your cup be not as richly garnish’d Cried havoc in the rear — we minded them 

As is your trencher.^ E’en as the brave bark minds the bursting billows, 


i Wooden trenchers should be used, and the qudgh, a Scot- 
tish drinking-cup. 
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SOKG.^ 

Atr~“ The Bonnets ofBonmj Dundee. 

To the Lords of Conventioa ’twas Olaver’se who 
spoke. 

Ere the King’s crown shall fall there are crowns to 
be broke; 

So let each Cavalier who loves honour and me, 

Come follow the bonnet of Bonny Dundee. 

" Come fill up my cup, come fill up my can, 

Come saddle your horses, and call up your men ; 
Come open the West Port, and let me gang free, 
And it ’s room for the bonnets of Bonny Dundee !” 

Dundee he is mounted, he rides up the street. 

The bells are rung backward, the drums they are 
beat; 

But the Provost, douce man, said, Just e’en let him 
he, ' ' 

The Gude Town is weel quit of that Deil of Dundee.” 
Come fill up my cup, &c. 

As he rode down the sanctified bends of the Bow, 

Ilk earline was flyting and shaking her pow; 

But the young plants of grace they look’d couthie 
and slee, 

Thinking, luck to thy bonnet, tbou Bonny Dundee I 
Come fill up my cup, «&c. 

1 Dundee, enraged, at his enemies, and still more at his 
friends, resfolved to retire to the Highlands, and to make pre- 
parations for civil war, hut with secrecy ; for he had been or- 
dered hy James to make no public insurrection until assistance 
should be sent him from Ireland. 

** Whilst Dundee was in this temper, information was 
brought him, whether true or false is uncertain, that some of 
tlie Covenanters had associated themselves to assassinate him, 
in revenge for his former severities against their party. He 
fiew to the Convention and demanded justice. The Duke of 
Hamilton, who wished to get rid of a troublesome adversary, 
treated his complaint with neglect; and in order to sting him 
in the tendercst part, reflected upon that courage which cotild 
be alarmed by imaginary dangers. Dundee left the house in 
a rage, mounted his horse, and with a troop of fifty horsemen 
who had deserted to him from his regiment in England, gal- 
loped through the city. Being asked by one of his friends, 
who stopt him, * Where he was going ? ’ he waved his hat, and 
is reported to have answered, ‘ Wherever the spirit of Mon- 
trose shall direct me.’ In passing under the walls of the Cas- 
tle, he stopt, scrambled up the precipice at a place difficult 
and dangerous, and held a conference with the Duke of Gor- 
don at a postem-gate, the marks of which are still to be seen, 
though the gate itself is built up. Hoping, in vain, to infuse 
the vigour of his own spirit into the Duke, ho pressed him to 
retire with him into the Highlands, raise bis vassals there, 
who were numerous, brave, and faithful, and leave the com- 
mand of the Castle to Winram, the lieutenant-governor, an 
officer on whom Dundee could rely. The Duke concealed his 
timidity under the excuse of a soldier. * A soldier,’ said he, 
‘ cannot in honour quit the post that is assigned him.* The 
novelty of the sight drew numbers to the foot of the rock upon 
which the conference was held. These numbers every mi- 
nute increased, and, in the end, were mistaken for Dundee’s 
adherents. The Convention was then sitting; news were 


With soup-featured Whigs the Grassmarket was 
cramm’d 

As if half the West bad set tryst to be bang’d 
There was spite in each look, there was fear in each e’e, 
As they watch’d for the bonnets of Bonny Dundee. 
Come fill up my cup, &c. 

These cowls of Kilmarnock had spits and had spears. 
And lang-haffced gullies to kill Cavaliers ; 

But they shrunk to close-heads, and the causeway 
was free, 

At the toss of the bonnet of Bonny Dundee. 

Come fill up my cup, &c. 

He spurr’d to the foot of the proud Castle rock, 

And with the gay Gordon he gallantly spoke ; 

Let Mods Meg and her marrows speak twa words 
or three, 

For the love of the bonnet of Bonny Dundee.” 

Come fill up my cup, &c. 

The Gordon demands of him which way he goes— • 

" Where’er shall direct me the shade of Montrose ! 
Your Grace in short space shall hear tidings of me, 
Or that low lies the bonnet of Bonny Dundee. 

Come fill up my cup, &c. 

There are hills beyond Pentland, and lands beyond 
Forth, [North; 

If there ’s lords in the Lowlands, there ’s chiefs in the 


carried thither that Dundee was at the gates with an army, 
and had prevailed upon the governor of the Castle to fire upon 
the town. The Duke of Hamilton, whose intelligence was 
better, had the presence of mind, by improving the moment 
of agitation, to overwhelm the one party and provoke the 
other, by their fears. He ordered the doors of the house to 
he shut, and the keys to be laid on the table before him. He 
cried out, * That there was danger within as well as without 
doors j that traitors must be held in confinement until the 
present danger was over; but that the friends of liberty had 
nothing to fear, for that thousands were ready to start up in 
their defence, at the stamp of his foot.* He ordered the 
drums to be bekt and the trumpets to sound through the city. 
In an instant vast swarms of those who had been brotight into 
town by him and Sir John Dalrymple from the western coun- 
ties, and who had been hitherto hid in garrets and cellars, 
showed themselves in the streets ; not, indeed, in the proper 
habiliments of war, but in arms, and with looks fierce and 
sullen, as if they felt disdain at their former concealment. 
This unexpected sight increased the noise and tumult of the 
town, which grew loudest in the square adjoining to the house 
where the members were confined, and appeared still louder 
to those who were within, because they were ignorant of the 
cause from which the tumult arose, .and caught contagion 
from the anxious looks of each other. After some hours, tne 
doors were thrown open, and the Whig members, as they 
went out, were received with acclamations, and those of the 
opposite party with the threats and curses of a prepared po- 
pulace. Terrified by the prospect of future alarms, many of 
the adherents of James quitted the Convention, and retired 
to the country; most of them changed sides ; only a very few 
of the most resolute continued their attendance,”— Dalrym- 
ple’s Memoirs, vol. ii., p, 305, 

2 Previous to 1784, the Grassmarket was the common place 
of execution at Edinburgh. 
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Osw. (rises with the cup in his hand) DevorgoiFs 
feast is full — 

Drink to the pledge ! 

\_A trenwndous hurst of thunder folhics these 
words of the SoTtg i ayid tM Lightning shotdd 

seem to sinke the suit ofbhok Armour^ whkh 
fails with a crashd AU rise in surprise and 
fear except GtIILLCRammer, who iundles over 
baekivardSf and lies stilL 

Osw. That sounded like the judgment-peal— the 
'■ roof ■ ' 

Still trembles with the volley. 

DuEt Happy those 

Who are prepared to meet such fearful summons. — 
Leonard, what dost thou there 1 
Leo. (supporting Flo.) The duty of a man— > 

Supporting innocence. Were it the final callj 
I were not misemploy’d. 

Osw. The armour of my grandsire hath falFn down. 
And old saws have spoke truth. — (Aiming.) The fif- 
tieth year— 

DevorgoiPs feast at fullest I What to think of it 

Leo. (lifting a scroll wMcdhliad fallen with the armour.) 
This may inform us, 

to read Hie manuscriptf shakes his 
headl and gives it to OsvfxLry. 

But not to eyes unleam’d it tells its tidings. 

Osw. Hawks, hounds, and revelling consumed the 
hours 

I should have given to study. 

[Looks at the manuscript 
These characters I spell not more than thou. 

They are not of our day, and, as I think, 

Not of our language. — Where ’s our scholar now, 

So forward at the banquet ? Is he laggard 
Upon a point of learning i 
Leo. Here is the man of letter’d dignity, 

E’en in a piteous case. 

[Drags GjJLLCRAmmn forum'd. 
Osw. Art waking, craven? eanst thou read this 
scroll ? 

Or art thou only leam’d in sowsing swine’s flesh, 

And prompt in eating it ? 

Gdl. Eh — ah ! — oh — ho ! — Have you no better time 
To tax a man with riddles, than the moment 
When he scarce knows whether he’s dead or living? 
Osw. Confound the pedant? — Can you read the 
scroll, 

Or can you not, sir ? If you can, pronounce 
Its meaning speedily. 

Gul. Can I read it, quotha I 

When at our learned University, 

I gain’d first premium for Hebrew learning, — 

Which was a pound of high-dried Scottish snuff, 

And half a peck of onions, with a bushel 

Of curious oatmeal, — our learn’d Principal 

Did say, Melchisedek, thou canst do any thing ! ” 

1 I should think this may be contrived, hy having a tran- 
sparent zig-zag in the flat-scene, immediately above the ar- 
mour, suddenly and very strongly illununated. 


There are wild Duniewassals three thousand times 
three, 

Will cry hoigh! for the bonnet of Bonny Dundee. 
Come fill up my cup, &c. 


" There brass on the target of barken’d bull-hide ; 
There ’s steel in the scabbard that dangles beside ; 
The brass shall be burnish’d, the steel shall flash free, 
At a toss of the bonnet of Bonny Dundee. 

Come fill up my cup, &c. 


Away to the hills, to the caves, to the rocks— 

Ere I own an usurper, I ’ll couch vrith the fox ; 

And tremble, false Whigs, in the midst of your glee, 
You have not seen the last of my bonnet and me !” 
Come fill up my cup, &e. 

[blown, 

He waved his proud hand, and the trumpets were 
The kettle-drums clash’d, and the horsemen rode on. 
Till on Ravelston’s cliffs and on Clermiston’s lee, 
Died away the wild war-notes of Bonny Dundee. 


Come fill up my cup, come fill up my can. 
Come saddle the horses and call up the men, 
Come open your gates, and let me gae free. 
For it’s up with the bonnets of Bonny Dundee I 


Ele, Katleen, do thou sing now. Thy uncle ’s 
cheerful; 

We must not let his humour ebb again. 

Kat. But I ’ll do better, aunt, than if I sung, 

For Flora can sing blithe ; so can this huntsman. 

As he h^ shown e’en now ; let them duet it. 

Osw. Well, huntsman, we must give to freakish 
maiden 

The freedom of her fancy. — Raise the carol, 

And Flora, if she can, will join the measure. 


SONG. 

When friends are met o’er meriy clieer, 
And lovely eyes are laughing near, 

And in the goblet’s bosom clear 
The ares of day are drown’d ; 

When puns are made, and bumpers quaff’d, 
And wild Wit shoots his roving shaft, 

And Mirth his jovial laugh has laugh’d. 
Then is our banquet crown’d, 

Ah gay, 

Then is our banquet crown’d. 


When glees are sung, and catches troll’d, 
And bashfulness grows bright and bold, 
And beauty is no longer cold. 

And age no longer dull ; 

When chimes are brief, and cocks do crow, 
To tell us it is time to go, 

Yet how to part we do not know. 

Then is our feast at full, 

Ah gay, 

Then is our feast at Ml. 
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Now comes he with his paltry scroll of parchment. 
And, “ Chn you read it % ” — After such affront, 

The point is, if I will, 

Osw. A point soon solved, 

Unless you choose to sleep among the frogs ; 

For look you, sir, there is the chamber window', 
Beneath it lies the lake. 

Ele. Kind master Grullcrammer, beware my hus- 
band. 

He brooks no contradiction — ’tis his fault, 

And in his wrath he ’s dangerous. 

Gul. {looh ai the scrolly and mutters as if reading.) 
Hasligabolh hotch-;potch — 

A simple matter this to make a rout of— - 
Ten T'ashcrsen haeon, mish-mash venisoriy 
Samagian sawsedface—^Tm a simple catalogue 
Of our small supper— made by the grave sage 
Whose prescience knew this night that 'we should feast 
On venison, hash’d sow’s face, and sausages, 

And hung his steel-coat for a supper bell— ! 

E’en let us to our provender again, 

For it is written we shall finish it, 

And bless our stars the lightning left it us. 

Osw. This must be impudence or ignorance ! — 

The spirit of rough Erick stirs wdtliin me, 

And I will knock thy brains out if thou palterest ! 
Expound the scroll to me ! 

Gul. You ’re over hasty ; 

And yet you may be right too— ’Tis Samaritan, 

Now I look closer on % and I did take it 
For simple Hebrew. 

Due. ’Tis Hebrew to a simpleton, 

That we see plainly, friend — Give me the scroll. 

Gul. Alas, good friend ! what would you do with it 1 
Due. {falces it from him.) My best to read it, sir— 
The character is Saxon, 

Used at no distant date within this district ; 

And thus the tenor runs— nor in Samaritan, 

Nor simple Hebrew, but in wholesome English:— 
Devorgoil, thy bright moon waneth. 

And the rust thy harness staineth ; 

Servile guests the banquet soil 
Of the once proud Devorgoil. 

But should Black Erick’s armour fall, 

Look for guests shall scare you all ! 

They shall come ere peep of day,— 

Wake and watch, and hope and pray. 

Kat. {to Flo.) Here is fine foolei^— an old wall 
shakes 

At a loud thunder-clap— down comes a suit 
Of ancient armour, when its wasted braces 
Were all too rotten so sustain its weight— 

A beggar cries out, Miracle! and your father, 
Weighing the importance of his name and lineage. 
Must needs believe the dotard! ^ 

Flo. Mock not, I pray you ; this may he too serious. 
Kat. And if I live till morning, I will have 


MS.— “ A begging knave cries oat, a Miracle! 

And your good sire, doting on the importance 


The power to tell a better tale of wonder 
Wrought on wise Gullerammer. I ’ll go prepare me 

. . [/iwif . 

Flo. I have not Katleen’s spirit, yet I hate 
This Gullerammer too heartily, to stop 
Any disgrace that ’s hasting tow'ards him. 

Osw. (to whom the B^gar has been o^in reading tin 
scroll,) 

’Tis a strange prophecy ! — ^The silver moon, 

Now waning sorely, is our ancient hearing — 

Strange and unfitting guests — 

Gul. {Merrupting him,) Ay, ay, the matter 
Is, as you say, all moonshine in the water. 

Osw. How mean you, sir 1 {ihreateni?ig.) 

Gul. To show that I can rlijme 

With yonder bluegown. Give me breath and time, 

I will mamtain, in spite of his pretence, 

I Mine exposition had the better sense — 

It spoke good victuals and increase of cheer j 
And Ms, more guests to eat what we have here — 

An increment right needless. 

Osw. Get thee gone ; 

To kennel, hound ! 

Gul. The hound will have his bone. 

ITakes up the platter of meaty and a flash. 
Osw, Flora, show him his chamber — take him hence, 
Or, by the name I bear, I ’ll see his brains. 

Gul. Ladies, good night ! — I spare you, sir, the pains. 

[Bxity lighted hy Flora xdth a lamp 
Osw. The owl is fled. — I ’ll not to bed to-night ; 
There is some change impending o’er this house, 

For good or ill. I would some holy man 
Were here, to counsel us what we should do ! 

Yon witless thin-faced gull is hut a cassock 
Stuff’d out with chaff and straw. 

Due. (assuming an air of dig7iiiy.) I have been wont. 
In other days, to point to erring mortals 
The rock which they should anchor on. 

l^He holds up a Gross — the rest tale a posture 
of demtim^ md the Scene closes. 


ACT III.— SCENE I. 

A ruinous Aideroom in the Castle, Enter Katleen, 
fantastically dressed to play the Character of Cocklede- 
moy, with the visor in her hand. 

Eat, I’ve scarce had time to glance at my sweet 
person, 

Yet this much could I see, with half a glance, 

My elfish dress becomes me — I ’ll not mask me 
Till I have seen Lance Blackthorn. Lance 1 1 say — 

ICalls, 

Blackthorn, make haste I 


Of his high birth and house, must needs believe 
him.” 
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jLfder BLACKTHOB.N, M/aressed as Owls^iegte, 

. Bla. Here am I— Blaclithorn in the upper half, 
Much at your service ; but my nether parts 
Are gohlinized and Owlspiegled. I had much ado 
To get these trankums on. I judge Lord Erick 
Kept no good house^, and starved his quondam bar- 


Scene cJutnges to Gullciummer’s Sleeping Apartme.tL 
He enters, mhered in hy FlorAj who sets on the table a 
Jlasky with the lamp. 

Flo. a flask, in case your Reverence he athirsty 5 
A light, in case your Reverence he afear’d ; — 

And so sweet slumber to your Reverence. 

Gul. Kind Mistress Flora, will you1-~eh ! eh ! eh ! 
Flo. Will I what? 

Gul. Tarry a little ? 

Flo. {smiling.) Kind Master Gullcrammer, 

How can you ask me aught so unbecoming ? 

Gul. Oh, fie, fie, fie 1-^Believe me, Mistress Flora, 
’Tis not for that— but being guided through 
Such dreary galleries, stairs, and suites of rooms, 

To this same cubicle, I’m somewhat loth 
To bid adieu to pleasant company. 

Flo. a flattering compliment ! — In plain truth you 
are frighten’d. 

Gul. "Wliat! frighten’d? — I— I — am not timorous. 
Flo. Perhaps you ’ve heard this is our haunted 
chamber? 

But then it is our best— Your Reverence knows, 
That in all tales which turn upon a ghost, 

Your traveller belated has the luck 
To enjoy the haunted room — it is a rule : — 

To some it were a hardship, but to you, 

Who are a scholar, and not timorous 

Gul. 1 did not say I was not timorous, 

I said I was not temerarious. — 

I ’ll to the hall again. 

Flo. You Ti do your pleasure. 

But you have somehow moved my father’s anger. 
And you had better meet our playful Owlspiegle — 

So is our goblin call’d — than face Lord Oswald, 

Gul. Owlspiegle? — 

It is an uncouth and outlandish name, 

And in mine ear sounds fiendish. 

Flo. Hush, hush, hush ! [merry spirit; 

Perhaps he hears us now — {in an under tone) — A 
None of your elves that pinch folks black and blue, 
For lack of cleanliness. 

Gul. As for that, Mistress Flora, 

My taffeta doublet hath been duly brush’d, 

My shirt hebdomadal put on this morning. 

Flo. Why, you need fear no goblins. But this 
Owlspiegle 

Is of another class yet has his frolics ; 

Cuts hair, trims beards, and plays amid his antics 
The office of a sinful mortal barber. 

Such is at least the rumour. 

Gul. He will not cut my clothes, or sear my face, 
Or draw my blood ? 

Flo. Enormities like these 

Were never charged against him. 
j Gul. And, Mistress Flora, would you smile on me, 
j If, prick’d by the fond hope of your approval, 

I should endure this venture i 


Kat. Peace, ass, and hide you— Gullcrammer is 
coming ; 

He left the hall before, but then took fright, 

And e’en sneak’d back. The Lady Flora lights 
him — 

Trim occupation for her ladyship I 

Had you seen Leonard, when she left the hall 

On such fine errand ! 

Bla. This Gullcrammer shall have a bob extraor- 
dinary 

For my good comrade’s sake. — But tell me, Kat- 
: ■ leen, , 

What dress is this of yours ? 

Kat. a page’s, fool I 

Bla. I ’m accounted no great scholar, 

But ’tis a page that I would fain peruse 
A little closer. [Approaches her. 

Kat. Put on your spectacles, 

And try if you can read it at this distance, 

For you shall come no nearer. 

Bla. But is there nothing, then, save rank impos- 
ture, 

In all these tales of gohlinry at Hevorgoil ? 

Kat. My aunt’s grave lord thinks otherwise, sup- 
posing 

That his great name so interests the Heavens, 

That miracles must needs bespeak its fall — 

I would that I were in a lowly cottage 
Beneath the greenwood, on its walls no armour 
To court the levin-bolt — — - 
Bla. And a kind husband, Katleen, 

To ward such dangers as must needs come nigh, — 
My father’s cottage stands so low and lone. 

That you would think it solitude itself ; 

The greenwood shields it from the northern blast, 
And, in the woodbine round its latticed casement, 
The linnet’s sure to build the earliest nest 
In all the forest. 

Kat. Peace, you fool, they come. 


Flora Ughis Gullcrammer aeross the Stage. 
Kat. {when thy have passed.) Away with you I 
On with your cloak— be ready at the signal. 

Bla, And shall we talk of that same cottage, Kah 
^ ieen,.''^ 

At better leisure ? I Have much to say 
In favour of my cottage. 

Kat. If you will be talking. 

You know I can’t prevent you. 

Bla, That ’s enough. 

{Aside.) I shall have leave, I see, to spell the page 
A little closer, when the due time comes. 
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Flo. I do hope 

I sljall have cause to smile. 

CtUL. f^Tell ! in that hope 

r viill embrace the achievement for thy sake. 

[iS7^e is going. 

Yet, stay, stay, stay! — on second thoughts I will not^ — 
I ’ve thought on it, and will the mortal cudgel 
Bather endure than face the ghostly razor I 
Your crab-tree ’s tough but blunt, — your razor ’s 
polish’d, 

But, as the proverb goes, ’tis cruel sharp, 

I ’ll to thy father, and unto his pleasure 
Submit these destined shoulders. 

Flo. But you shall not, 

Believe me, sir, you shall not ; he is desperate, | 
And better far be trimm’d by ghost or goblin, i 

Than by my sire in anger ; there are stores j 

Of hidden treasure, too, and Heaven knows what, 
Buried among these ruins — you shall stay. | 

(Apari.) And if indeed there be such sprite as Owls- ! 
piegle, 

And, lacking him, that thy fear plague thee not 
Worse than a goblin, I have miss’d my purpose, 
Which else stands good in either case. — Good-night, j 
sir. [jEa;ij5, and doithls-lochs ih& door. 

Gul. Nay, hold ye, hold I — Nay, gentle Mistress ' 
Flora, 

Wherefore this ceremony? — She has lock’d me in, 
And left me to the goblin [—{Listening,)— so, so ! 

I hear her light foot trip to such a distance, 

That I believe the castle’s breadth divides me 
From human company. I’m ill at ease — 

But if this citadel {Laying his hand on Jm stomach) 
were better victual ’d, 

It would be better mann’d \_Sits down and. drinks. 
She has a footstep light, and taper ankle. [Chuckles, 
Aha I that ankle ! yet, confound it too. 

But for those charms Melchisedek had been 
Snug in his bed at Mucklewbame — I say, 

Confound her footstep, and her instep too, 

To use a cobbler’s phrase. — There I T,vas quaint. 

Now, what to do in this rile circumstance, 

To watch or go to bed, I can’t determine ; 

Were I a-bed, the ghost might catch me napping. 
And if I watch, my terrors will increase 
As ghostly hours approach. I ’ll to my bed 
E’en in my taifeta doublet, shrink my head 
Beneath the clothes—leave the lamp burning there, 
[/Sfefe on the table. 

And trust to fate the issue. 

[He lays aside his cloaks and brushes it , as from 
habit, starting at every moment ; ties a nap- 
kin over his head ; tluen shrinks beneath the bed- 
clothes. He stmis once or twice, and at length 
seems to go to sleep. A hell tolls ONE. He 
leaps up in his bed, 

Gul. I had just coax’d myself to sweet forgetful- 
ness, 

And that confounded bell-— I hate all bells. 

Except a dinner bell— and yet I lie, too, ^ 


I love the hell that soon shall tell the parish 
Of Gabblegoose, Melchisedek’s incumbent — 

And shall the future minister of Gabblegoose, 

Whom his parishioners will soon require 
To exorcise their ghosts, detect their witches, 

Lie shivering in his bed for a pert goblin, 

Whom, be he switch’d or cocktail’d, horn’d or poll’d, 
A few tight Hebrew words will soon send packing 2 
Tush ! I will rouse the parson up within me, 

And bid defiance distant noise.) In the name 

of Heaven, [ness I 

What sounds are these I— O Lord ! this comes of rash- 
[Draws his head down under the bed-clothesu 

Duet vMlmvi,hetvmnOmi&v\miM and Cockledemoy. 


Cockledemoyl 
My boy, my boy — - 

COCKLEDEMOY. 

Here, father, here. 

OWLSPIEGLE. 

Now the pole-star ’s red and burning, 

And the witch’s spindle turning, 

Ajjpear, appear ! 

Gul, {who has again raised himself, and listened with 
great terror to the Duct.) I have heard of the devil’s 
dam before, 

But never of his child. Now, Heaven deliver me ! 
The Papists have the better of us there, — 

They have their Latin prayers, cut and dried, 

And pat for such occasion— I can think 
On nought but the vernacular. 


Cockledemoyl 
My boy, my boy, 

We ’ll sport us here — 

COCKLEDEMOY. 

Gur gambols play, 

Like elve and fay ; 

OWLSPIEGLE. 

And domineer, 


Laugh, frolic, and frisk, till the morning appear. 

COCKLEDEMOY, 

Lift latch— open clasp — 

Shoot bolt— and burst hasp ! 

[ The door opens with violence. Enter Black- 
Timm as fantastically dressed 

as a Spanish Barber, tall, thin, emadated, 
and ghostly; Katleen, as Cockledemoy, 
attends as his Page. All their manners, tones. 
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Tliey make two or three times the cirmit of the 
Moontf without seeming to see Gullcrammer. 
They then resume thdr Chanty or Recitative* 

OWLSPIEGLE. 

CocMedemoy 1 
My boy, my boy, 

What wilt thou do that will give thee joy? 

Wilt thou ride on the midnight owl % 

COCRLEDEMOy. 

No ; for the weather is stormy and foul. 

OWLSPIEGLE. 

Gockledemoy I 
My boy, my boy, 

What wilt thou do that can give thee joy ? 

With a needle for a sword, and a thimble for a hat, 
Wilt thou fight a traverse with the castle cat ? 

GOCKLEDEMOY. 

Oh, no I she has claws, and I like not that. 

Gul. I see the devil is a doting lather, 
jAnd spoils his children — ’tis the surest way 
To make cursed imps of them. They see me not — 
W^'hat will they think on next I It must be own’d. 
They have a dainty choice of occupations. 

OWLSPIEGLE. 

Gockledemoy I 
My boy, my boy, 

What shall we do that can give thee joy ? 

Shall we go seek for a cuckoo’s nest 1 

GOCKLEDEMOY. 

That ’s best, that 's best ! 

BOTH. 

About, about. 

Like an elvish scout, 

The cookoo ’s a gull, and we ’ll soon find him out. 

[They search the room with mops and mows* 
At knfh Gockledemoy jumps on tlw bed. 
GtjLLCRAMMER raises himsdf half upf sup~ 
porting himself by Us hands. Gockledemoy 
does the same^ and grim at him, then skips 
from the bed, and runs to OWLSPIEGLE. 

gockledemoy. 

1 ’ve found the nest, 

And in it a guest, 

With a sable cloak and a taffeta vest ; 

He must be wash’d, and trimm’d, and dress’d. 
To please the eyes he loves the best. 

■ OWLSPIEGLE. 

That ’s best, that ’s best. 


■ ,■ BOTH.. . 

He must be shaved, and trimnrd, and dress’d, 

To please the eyes he loves the best. 

[They arrange shaving things on the table, and 
sing as they prepare them* 

. ■■ BOTH. , 

Know that all of the humbug, the bite, and the buz. 
Of the make-believe world, becomes forfeit to us. 

OWLSPIEGLE {sharpening his rancr.) 

The sword this is made of was lost in a fray 
By a fop, who first bullied and then ran away ; 

And the strap, from the hide of a lame racer, sold 
By Lord Match, to his friend, for some hundreds in 
gold. 

BOTH. 

For all of the humbug, the bite, and the buz. 

Of the make-believe world, becomes forfeit to us. 

gockledemoy {placing the napkin.) 

And this cambric napkin, so white and so fair, 

At an usurei*’s funeral I stole from the heir. 

[Drops something from a vial, as going to make 
suds* 

This dewdrop I caught from one eye of his mother, 
Which wept while she ogled the parson with t’other, 

BOTH. 

For all of the humbug, the bite, and the buz, 

Of the make-believe world, becomes forfeit to us. 

OWLSPIEGLE {arranging the lather and the basin.) 

My soap-ball is of the mild alkali made, 

Which the soft dedicator employs in his trade ; 

And it froths with the pith of a promise, that ’s sworn 
By a lover at night, and forgot on the morn . 

BOTH. 

For all of the humbug, the bite, and the buz, 

Of the make-believe world, becomes forfeit to us. 
Halloo, halloo, 

The blackcock crew. 

Thrice shriek’d hath the owl, thrice croak’d hath the 
raven, 

Here, ho ! Master Gullerammer, rise and be shaven 1 
Da capo* 

Gul. {whe has been observing them.) I ’ll pluck a 
spirit up ; they ’re merry goblins, 

And will deal mildly. I will soothe their humour j 
Besides, my beard lacks trimming. 

[He rises from his bed, and advances with great 
symptoms of trepidation, hut affecting an air 
of WHipomre, The Goblins receive him with 
fantastio ceremony. 

Gentlemen, ’tis your will I should bo trimm’d— 

E’en do your pleasure. ( TUy jmtd to a scai~~he sits.) 
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Think, howsoe’er, 

Of me as one who hates to see his blood ; 

Therefore I do beseech you, signior, 

Be gentle in your craft. 1 know those barbers, 

One would have harrows driven across his visnomy, 
Rather than they should touch it with a razor. 

OWLSPIEGLE stees GULLCEAMMER, while COCKLEDE- 
MOT &mgs^ 

Father never started hair, 

Shaved too close, or left too bare — 

Father’s razor slips as glib 
As from courtly tongue a fib. 

Whiskers, mustache, he can trim in 
Fashion meet to please the women ; 

Sharp ’s his blade, perfumed his lather ! 

Happy those are trimm’d by father I 

Gul. That ’s a good boy. I love to hear a child 
Stand for his father, if he were the devil. 

\_He motions to rise. 

Craving your pardon, sir. — What ! sit again ? 

My hair lacks not your scissors. 

[OwLSPiEGLE insists m his sitting. 
Nay, if you ’re peremptory, I ’ll ne’er dispute it. 

Nor eat the cow and choke upon the tail — 

E’en trim me to your fashion. 

[OwLSPiEGiiE cuts his hair, and shaves Ms 
Mad, ridiculously. 

COCKLEDEMOY {sings as before.) 
Hair-breadth ’scapes, and hair-breadth snares, 
Hair-brain’d follies, ventures, cares, 

Part when father clips your hairs. 

If there is a hero frantic, 

Or a lover too romantic ; — 

If threescore seeks second spouse, 

Or fourteen lists lover’s vows, 

Bring them here — for a Scotch boddle, 
Owlspiegle shall trim their noddle. 

IThey take the mphtn from about GxJLhCRAW 
MEe’s neck He mahs hows of acknowledg- 
ment, which they return fantastically, and 
sing — 

Thrice crow’d hath the blackcock, thrice croak’d hath 
the raven, 

And Master Melchisedek Gullcrammer’s shaven ! 

Gul. My friends, you are too musical for me ; 

But though I cannot cope with you in song, 

I would, in humble prose, inquire of you. 

If that you will permit me to acquit 

Even with the barber’s pence the barber’s service 1 

\fnwy sliaike their heads. 

Or if there is aught else that I can do for you, 

Sweet Master Owlspiegle, or your loving child. 

The hopeful Gockle’moy I 

, , .COCKLEDEMOY, ' 

Sir, you have been trimm’d of late, 

Smooth’s your chin, and bald your pate ; 


Best cold rheums should work you harm, 

Here ’s a cap to keep you warm. 

Gul, Welcome, as Fortunatus’ wishing cap, 

For ’t was a cap that I was wishing for. 

(There I was quaint in spite of mortal terror.) 

[As he puts on the cap, a pair of ass's ears dts* 
engage tlwmselws. 

Upon my faith, it is a dainty head-dress, 

And might become an alderman I — Thanks, sweet 
Monsieur, 

Thou ’rt a considerate youth. 

IBoth Goblins bow with ceremony to Gull- 
CRAMMER, who returns ilmr salviaiion. 
Owlspiegle descends by the trap-door. 
CoCKLEDEMOY springs Out at window. 

{without.) 

OWLSPIEGLE. 

Cockledemoy, my hope, my care, 

Where art thou now, 0 tell me where ^ 

j COCKLEDEMOY. 

Up in the sky. 

On the bonny dragonfly. 

Come, father, come you too — 

She has four wings and strength enow. 

And her long body has room for two. 

Gul. Cockledemoy now is a naughty brat— 

Would have the poor old stiff-rump’d devil, his father 
Peril his fiendish neck. All boys are thoughtless. 

SONG. 

owlspiegle. 

Which way didst thou take ? 

COCKLEDEMOY. 

Ihavefali’ninthelake— 

Help, father, for Beelzebub’s sake. 

Gul. The imp is drown’d — a strange death for a 
devil,^ — 

0, may all boys take warning, and be civil ; 

Respect their loving sires, endure a chiding, 

Nor roam by night on dragonflies a-riding i 

COCKLEDEMOY {singS.) 

Now merrily, merrily, row I to shore, 

My bark is a bean-shell, a straw for an oar. 

OWLSPIEGLE {sings.) 

My life, my joy, 

Bly Cockledemoy I 

Gul. I can bear this no longer — thus children are 
spoil’d. IStrikes into the tune. 

Master Owlspiegle, hoy I 
He deserves to be whipp’d little Cockledemoy I 
[Tlmr voices are heard, as if dying away 


i 
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(tUL. They re gone !— Now,am'I scared, or am I not I Kat, And if I do, I take small heed of it. 

I think the very desperate ecstasy Will you allow a maiden to be bolder 

Of fear has given me courage.^ This is strange, now. Than you, with beard on chin and sword at girdle I 

When they were here, I was not half so frightened Bla. Nay, if I had my sword, I would not care ; 

As now they fre gone— they were a sort of company. Though I ne’er heard of master of defence, 

What a strange thing is use — A horn, a claw, So active at his weapon as to brave 

The tip of a fiend’s tail, was wont to scare me. The devil, or a ghost — See I see I see yonder 

Now am I with the devil hand and glove ; [A Figure is imperfectly seen between two of ilm 

His soap has lather’d, and bis razor shaved me ; pilkirs. 

I ’ve joined him in a catch, kept time and tune, Kat. There’s something moves, that ’s certain, and 

Could dine with him, nor ask for a long spoon ; the moonlight, 

And if I keep not better company. Chased by the flitting gale, is too imperfect 

What will become of me when I shall die I {Exit To show its form ; but, in the name of God, 

I ’ll venture on it boldly, 

* Bla. ’Wilt thou sol 

SCENP III Were I alone, now, I were strongly tempted 

To trust my heels for safety ; but with thee, 

A. GoiJiic BalJi icaste ajid ruinous. TJw moonligU is at Be it fiend or fairy, I ’ll take risk to meet it. 
times seen thmugli ilw shafted loindotm,^ Enter Kat- Kat. It stands full in our path, and we must pass it, 
LEEN mid Blackthorn — They have throion of the Or tarry here all night. 
more ludicrous parts of their disguise. Bla. In its vile company % 

-Sieyadvmm toicards the Figure^ it is more 
Kat. This way — tliis way ; was ever fool so gull’d I plainly disiinguishcdj which mighty I think, be 

Bla. I play’d the barber better than I thought for. contrived by raising successive screens of crape. 

Well, I ’ve an occupation in reserve, The Figure is wrapped in a long robe, liJce 

When the long-bow and merry musket fril me,— the mantle of a TIermit, or Palmer, 

But, hark ye, pretty Katleen. Pal. Ho ! ye who thread by night these wildering 

Kat. What should I hearken to 1 scenes, 

Bla. Art thou not afraid, In garb of those who long have slept in death, 

In these wild halls while playing feigned goblins, Fear ye the company of those you imitate ? 

That we may meet with real ones \ Bla. This is the devil, Katleen, let ns fly ! {Runs of 

Kat. Not a jot. Kat. I will not fly— why should I ? My nerves 

My spirit is too light, my heart too bold, shake 

To fear a visit from the other world. To look on this strange vision, but my heart 

Bla. But is not this the place, the very hall Partakes not the alarm.— If thou dost come in Hea- 

In which men say that Oswald’s grandfather, ven’s name, 

The black Lord Erick, walks his penance round ? In Heaven’s name art thou welcome ! 

Credit me, Katleen, these half-moulder’d columns Pal. I come, by Heaven permitted. Quit this 
Have in their ruin something very fiendish, castle : 

And, if you ’ll take an honest friend’s advice. There is a fate on ’t — if for good or ewl. 

The sooner that you change their shatter’d splendour Brief space shall soon determine. In that fate, 

For the snug cottage that I told you of, If good, by lineage thou canst nothing claim ; 

Believe me, it will prove the blither dwelling. If evil, much mayst sufler. — Leave these precincts. 

Kat. If I e’er see that cottage, honest Blackthorn, Kat. Whate’er thou art, he answer’d — Know, 
Believe me, it shall be from other motive will not 

Than fear of Erick’s spectre. Desert the kinswoman who train’d my youth ; 

{A rustling sound is heard. Know, that I will not quit my friend, my Flora ; 

Bla. I heard a rustling sound — Know, that 1 will not leave the aged man 

Upon my life, there ’s something in the hall. Whose roof has shelter’d me. This is my resolve — 

Katleen, besides ns two I If evil come, I aid my friends to bear it 5 

Kat. a yeoman thou, If good, my part shall be to see them prosper, 

A forester, and frighten’d I I am sor *7 A portion in their happiness from which 

I gave the fool’s-cap to poor Gullcrammer, No fiend can bar me. 

And let thy head go bare. Pal. Maid, before thy courage, 

{Thesarm rushing sound is repeated. Firm built on innocence, even beings of nature 
Bla. Why, are you mad, or hear you not the sound ? More powerful far than thine, give place and way ; 

i “ Cowards, upon necessity, assume, 

A fearful bravery ; thinking by this face 
To fasten in men’s minds that they have courage.” 

SUAKSPSARS. 


2 I have a notion that this can be luanaHcd ho as to repre- 
sent imperfect, or flitting moonlight, upon the plan of th« 
Eidophusikon. 
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Take then this key, and wait the event with courage. 

[He drop$ ike hey. — He dkappears gradually 
‘—ike imonligM failing at ike same time. 

Kat. {afler a patise.) Whatever it was, ’tis gone! 
My head turns round — 

The blood that lately fortified my heart 
Now eddies in full torrent to my brain. 

And makes wild work with reason. I will haste, 

If that my steps can bear me so far safe, 

To living company. What if I meet it 
Again in the long aisle, or vaulted passage 1 
And if 1 do, the strong support that bore me 
Through this appalling interview, again 
Shall strengthen and uphold me. 

[As she steps forward she stumbles over the hey. 
What ’s this % The key ? — there may be mystery in ’t. 
I’ll to my kinswoman, when this dizzy fit 
Will give me leave to choose my way aright. 

sits down exhausted. 

Re-enUr Blackthorn, with a drawn sword and iorcli. 
Bla. Katleen I What, Katleen !— What a wretch 
was I 

To leave her ! — Katleen,— I am weapon’d now, 

And fear nor dog nor devil. — She replies not I 
Beast that I was — nay, worse than beast ; the stag, 
As timorous as he is, fights for his hind. 

What ’s to he done ?— I ’ll search this cursed castle 
From dungeon to the battlements ; if I find her not, 

I ’ll fling me from the highest pinnacle 

Katleen {who has sonuwhat gathered her spirits^ in 
consequence of his entrance^ comes behind and 
touches Jim ; he staiis.) Brave sir ! 

I ’ll spare you that rash leap— You ’re a bold woods- 
man ! 

Surely I hope that from this night henceforward 
You ’ll never kill a hare, since you ’re akin to them ; 

0 I could laugh— hut that my head ’s so dizzy. 

Bla. Lean on me, Katleen— By my honest word, 

1 thought you close behind — I was surprised, 

Not a jot frighten’d. 

Kat. Thou art a fool to ask me to thy cottage, 

And then to show me at what slight expense 
Of manhood I might master thee and it. 

Bla. I ’ll take the risk of that— Tins goblin business 
Came rather unexpected ; the best horse 
Will start at sudden sights. Try me again. 

And if I prove not true to bonny Katleen j 

Hang me in mine ov^m bowstring. [Exeunt. 


SCENE IV. 

The Scene returns to the Apartment at the heginning df 
Act Seco7id. Oswald and Durward are discovered 
wiRh Eleanor, Flora, and Leonard— Durward 
shuts a Prayer-boohi which he seem to have been 
reading. ■ 

Dur. ’Tis true — the difference betwixt the churches, 
Which zealots love to dwell on, to the wise 


Of either flock are of far less importance 

Than those great truths to which ail Christian men 

Subscribe with equal reverence. 

Osw. We thank thee, father, for the holy office. 
Still best performed when the pastor’s tongue 
Is echo to his breast; of jarring creeds 
It ill beseems a layman’s tongue to speak. — 

Where have you stow’d yon prater 1 [To Flora.. 
Flo. Safe in the goblin-chamber. 

Ele, The gohlin-chamber I 

Maiden, wert thou frantic ?— if his Reverence 
Have suffer’d harm by waspish Owlspiegle, 

Be sure thou shalt ahye it. 

Flo. Here he comes, 

Can answer for himself ! 

Enter Gullcrammer, in ike fashion in which OwLvS- 
PIEOLE had put him : having the fooPs-cap on his heady 
and towel about his nccky ^c. His inanner through the 
scene is wild and eodravagantj as if the fright had a 
little affected Ids hrain. 

Dor. a goodly spectacle 1 — Is there such a goblin 
{To Osw.) Or has sheer terror made him such 
figure? 

Osw. There is a sort of wavering tradition 
Of a malicious imp who teazed all strangers ; 

My father wont to call him Owlspiegle. 

Gul. Who talks of Owlspiegle ? 

He is an honest fellow for a devil, 

So is his son, the hopeful Coekle’moy. 

{Sings.) 

« My hope, my joy, 

My Cockledemoy I ” 

Leo. The fool ’s bewitch’d— the goblin hath fur- 
! nish’dhira 

A cap w’hich well befits his reverend wisdom. 

Flo. If I could think he had lost his slender wits, 

I should he sorry for the trick they play’d him. 

Leo. O fear him not ; it were a foul reflection 
On any fiend of sense and reputation, 

To filch such petty wares as his poor brains. 

Dur. What saw’st thou, sir ? What heard’st thou ? 
Gul. What was’t I saw and heard % 

That which old greybeards, 

"Who conjure Hebrew into Anglo-Saxon, 

To cheat starved barons with, can little guess at. 

Flo, If he begin so roundly with my father, 

His madness is not like to save his bones. 

I Gul. Sirs, midnight came, and with it came the 
! goblin, 

I had repc^ed me after some brief study ; 

But as the soldier, sleeping in the trench, 

Keeps sword and musket by him, so I had 
My little Hebrew manual prompt for service. 

Flo. Sausagian sows’d-face; that much of your He- 
brew 

Even I can bear in memory. 

Gul. 


We counter’d, 








The gobiin and myself, even in mid-chamber, 

And each stepp’d back a pace, as Twere to study 
The foe he had to deal with !— I bethought me,^ 
Ghosts ne’er have the first word, and so I took it, 

And fired a volley of round Greek at him. ^ 

He stood his ground, and answer’d in the Syriac ; 

I flank’d my Greek with Hebrew, and eompell’d him— 

lA noise h^ard, 

Osw. Peace, idle prater !—Hark— what sounds are 
these 1 

Amid the growling of the storm without, 

I hear strange notes of music, and the clash 

Of coursera’ trampling feet. 


Yqjces {toUJioui.) 

"We come, dark riders of the night, 

And flit before the dawning light ; 

Hill and valley, far aloof, 

Shake to hear our chargers’ hoof ; 

But not a foot-stamp on the green 
At morn shall show where we have been. 
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Osw. These must be revellers belated — 

Let them pass on ; the ruin’d halls of Devorgoil 
Open to no such guests. — 

[ Flourish of trumpets at a distance, then 
They sound a summons ; 

What can they lack at this dead hour of night i 
Look out, and see their number, and their bearing. 
Leo. {goes up to the window.^ ’Tis strange — one single 
shadowy form alone 

Is hovering on the drawbridge — far apart 
Flit through the tempest banners, horse, and riders, 
In darkness lost, or dimly seen by lightning.— 
Hither the figure moves— the holts revolve — 

The gate uncloses to him. 

Heaven protect us 1 


The Palmer Gullcrammer runs of. 

Osw. Whence and what art thou ? for what end 
come hither 1 

Pal. I come from a far land, where the storm 
howls not. 

And the sun sets not, to pronounce to thee, 

Oswald of Devorgoil, thy house’s fate. 

Dur. 1 charge thee, in the name we late have 
kneel’d to — 

Pal. Abbot of Lanercost, I bid thee peace I 
Uninterrupted let me do mine errand : 

Baron of Devorgoil, son of the hold, the proud, 

The warlike and the mighty, wherefore wear’st thou 
The habit of a peasant 1 Tell me, wherefore 
Are thy fair halls thus waste — thy chambers bare — 
Where are the tapestries, where the conquer’d ban- 
ners, 

Trophies, and gilded arms, that deck’d the walls 
Of once proud Devorgoil ? 

[JETe advmiceSy and places himself where 
Armour hung^ so as to he nearly in. ike centre 
of the Scene. 


Bur. Whoe’er thou art- 
much, 

Needs must thou know- 

Osw. Peace ! I \rill answer here ; to me he spoke.-— 
Mysterious stranger, briefly I reply: 

A peasant’s dress befits a peasant’s fortune ; 

And ’twere vain mockei^ to array these walls 
In trophies, of whose memory nought remains. 

Save that the cruelty outvied the valour 
Of those who wore them. 

Degenerate as thou art, 
Knowst thou to whom thou says’t this ? 

[He drops his mantle^ and is discovered armed 
as nearly as may be to ike suit whieh hmg on 
ike wall; all ecepress terror. 

Gsw. It is himself— the spirit of mine Ancestor ! 
Eri. Tremble not, son, but hear me I 

[He strikes the wall; it opens, and discovers 
the Treasure-Chamher. 

‘ " There lies piled 

The wealth I brought from wasted Cumberland, 
Enough to reinstate thy ruin’d fortunes,— 

Cast from thine high-born brows that peasant bonnet, 
Throw from thy noble grasp the peasant’s staff, 

O’er all, withdraw thine liand from that mean mate. 
Whom in an hour of reckless desperation 
Thy fortunes east thee on. This do. 

And be as great as ere was Devorgoil, 

When Devorgoil was richest I ^ 

Dur. Lord Oswald, thou art tempted by a fiend, 
Who doth assail thee on thy weakest side,— 

Thy pride of lineage, and thy love of grandeur. 

Stand fast— resist— contemn his fatal offers I 
Ele. Urge him not, father; if the sacrifice 
Of such a wasted woe-worn wretch as I am, 

Can save him from the abyss of misery, 

Upon 'whose verge he ’s tottering, let me wander 
An unacknowledged outcast from his castle, 

Even to the humble cottage I was born in. 

Osw. No, Ellen, no— it is not thus they part, 
Whose hearts and souls, disasters borne in common 
Have knit together, close as summer saplings 
Are twined in union by the eddying tempest.— 

Spirit of Erick, while thou hear’st his shape, 

I ’ll answer with no ruder conjuration 

Thy impious counsel, other than with these words, 

Depart, and tempt me not ! 

Eri. Then fate will have her course.— Pall, mas“ 
sive grate, 

Yield them the tempting view of these rich treasures, 
But bar them from possession ? 

[A portcullis falls before the door of the Trea* 
swre-Charnber, 

Mortals, hear I 

No hand may ope that grate, except the Heir 
Of plunder’d Aglionby, whose mighty wealth, 
Eavish’d in evil hour, lies yonder piled ; 


1 MS.— “ And be as ricb as ere was Devorgoil, 
When Devorgoil 'was proudest.’*, 
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ft.nd not his hand prevails without the key Kat. {givm§ ^ %, Here, prove this ; 

Of Black Lord Erick ; brief space is given A chance most strange and fearfiil gave it me. 

To save proud Devorgoil— So wills. high Heaven. Osw. (jmts U into {he loak^ <md to twn a 

{Thunder; he disappears, Umd dap ofthunder,) 

Due. Gaze not so wildly j you ^ve stood the Flo. The lake still rises faster.— Leonard, Iieonard, 
trial • Oanst thou not save us ! 

That his commission bore, and Heaven designs, [Leonak» irks {he hck—U opens with a violeni 

If I may spell his will, to rescue Devorgoil noise, and the PortcfuUh rim, A hud drain 

Even by the Heir of Aglionby — Behold him of wild music. — There map he a Chorus here. 

In that young forester, unto whose hand [Oswald enters ih apartyrmt, and brings out 

Those bars shall yield the treasures of his house, a scroU, 

Destined to ransom yours. — Advance, young Leonard, Leo. The lake is ebbing witb as wondrous haste 

And prove the adventure. As late it rose — the drawbridge is left dry! 

Leo. {advanees and cdtempts the grate,) It is fast Osw. This may explain the cause. — 

As is the tower, rock-seated. (Gullcrammee ojfers to take it.) But soft you, sir, 

Osw. We will fetch other means, and prove its We’ll not disturb your learning for the matter ; 

strength, Yet, since you’ve home a part in this strange drama, 

Nor starve in poverty with wealth before us. You shall not go unguerdon’d. Wise or learn’d, 

Due. Think what the vision spoke ; Modest or gentle. Heaven alone can make thee, 

The key — the fated key Being so much otherwise; but from this abundance 

JSnier Gullcrammer. Thou shalt have that shall gild thine ignorance, 

Gul. a key? — I say a quay is what we want. Exalt thy base descent, make thy presumption 

Thus by the learn’d orthographized — Q, u, a, y. Seem modest confidence, and find thee hundreds 

The lake is overflow’d ! — A quay, a boat, Ready to swear that same fool’s-cap of thine 

Oars, punt, or sculler, is all one to me ! — Is reverend as a mitre. 

We shall be drown’d, good people! 1 ! Gul. Thanks, mighty baron, now no more a bare 

one! — 

JEnter Katleen and Blackthorn. I will be quaint with him, for all his quips. [Aside, 

Kat. Deliver us ! Osw. Nor shall kind Katleen lack 

Haste, save yourselves — the lake is rising fast.^ Her portion in our happiness. 

Bla. ’T has risen my bow’s height in the last five Kat. Thanks, my good lord, but Katleen’s fate is 
minutes, fix’d — 

And still is swelling strangely. There is a certfun valiant forester, 

Gul. [who has stood astonished upon seeing them.) Too much afear’d of ghosts to sleep anights 
We shall be drown’d without your kind assistance. In his lone cottage, without one to guard him. — 
Sweet Master Owlspiegle, your dragonfly — Leo. If I forget my comrade’s faithful fnendship, 

Your straw, your bean-stalk, gentle Cockle’moy ! May I be lost to fortune, hope, and love ! 

Leo. {hoUng from the shotdiole. ’Tis true, by all Dub. Peace, all ! and hear the blessing which this 
that ’s fearful ! The proud lake scroll 

Peers, like ambitious tyrant, o’er his bounds, Speaks unto faith, and constancy, and virtue. 

And soon will whelm the castle — even the draw- 
bridge No more this castle’s troubled guest. 

Is under water now. Dark Erick’s spirit hath found rest. 

Kat. Let us escape ! Why stand you gazing there ? The storms of angry Fate are past— 

Duiu Upon the opening of that fatal grate For Constancy defies their blast. 

Depends the fearful spell that now entraps us, Of Devorgoil the daughter free 

'Ihe key of Black Lord Erick — ere we find it, Shall wed the Heir of Aglionby ; 

The castle will be whelm’d beneath the waves, Nor ever more dishonour soil 

And we shall perish in it ! The rescued house of Devorgoil ! ® 


Constancy abides their blast. 

Of Devorgoil the daughter fair 
Shall wed -with Dacre’s injured heir; 
The silver moon of Devorgoil.** 


^ If it could be managed to render the rising of the lake 
vigihle, it would answer well for a cowp-de-tTiiatre. 


2 MS.—'* The storms of angry Fate are past- 
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Curaliquid vidi? cur Boxia lumiBa feci 
Cur imprudenti cognita culpa mihi est# 

OviDii Trisiium, Liber Secundus. 


Mure, of Auchindraue, tlie contriver 
the following cruelties, was a gentle- 
it family and good estate in the west of 
ambitious, treacherous to the last de- 
ly un conscientious, — a Richard the 
life, inaccessible alilce to pity and to 
was to raise the power, and extend 
own family. Tliis gentleman had 
er of Sir Thomas Kennedy of Bar- 
tcepting the Earl of Cassilis, the 
.son in all Garrick, the district of 
inhabited, and where the name of 
yreat a sway as to give rise to the 


PREFACE. 


There is not, perhaps, upon record, a tale oi horror 
which gives us a more perfect picture than is afforded 
by the present, of the violence of our ancestors, or the 
complicated crimes into which they were hurried, by 
what their wise, hut ill-enforced, laws termed the 
heathenish and accursed practice of Deadly Feud, the grandeur of his 
The author has tried to extract some dmmatic scenes married the daugnn 
out of it : but he is conscious no exertions of his can game, who was, e: 
increase the horror of |:hat wHch is in itself so imqui-. most important pei 
tons. Yet, if we look at modem events, we must not too Ayrshire which he 
nastily venture to conclude that our own times have so Kennedy held so g 
much the superiority over former days as we might at popular rhyme, 
first be tempted to infer. One great object has indeed 
been obtained. The power of the laws, extends over Portpatri 

the eomitry universally, and if criminals at present No man ne 

sometimes escape punishment, this can only be by Unleash 

eluding justice, — not, as of old, by de:^ng it. 

But the motives which influence modern ruffians to Now, Mure of 

commit actions at which we pause with wonder and himself high advar 
horror, arise, in a great measure, from the thirst of Barganie, saw, 
gain. For the hope of lucre, we have seen a wretch influence remainec 
seduced to his fate, under the pretext that he was to of Cassilis, chief of 
share in amusement and conviviality; and, for gold, indeed a minor, 1 
we have seen the meanest of wretches deprived of and his affairs well 
life, and their miserable remains cheated of the Kennedy of Cullay 
grave. and tutor and gua 

The loftier, if equally cruel, feelings of pride, am- gentleman suppor 
bition, and love of vengeance, were the idols of our credit of the .house 
forefathers, while the caitiffs of our day bend to sequence was mm 
Mammon, the meanest of the spirits who fell.^ The ambitious Aucliin 
criminals, therefore, of former times, drew their hellish ter remedy than 
inspiration from a loftier source than is known to Cullayne by violent means, 
modem villains. The fever of unsated ambition, the For this purpose, in the year of GO' 

fren2y of ungratified revenge, the with a party of followers to the to^ 

Scotorumy stigmatized by our jurists and our le^slators, (where Sir Thomas Kennedyof Cullayi 
held life but as passing breath ; and such enormities and lay in ambush in an orchard, th 
as now sound like the acts of a madman, were then knew his destined victim was to pa 
the deeds of every offended noble. With homewards from a house where he 

these observations we proceed to our story. sup. Sir Thomas Kennedy came a 


led them on ; 

Mammon, the least erected spirit that fell 
From Heaven.”— Milton. 
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a rinnous house, -where he lay concealed till the inha- 
bitants of the place came to his assistance. 

Sir Thomas Kennedy prosecuted Mure for this as- 
sault, who, finding himself in danger from the law, 
made a sort of apology and agreement with the Lord 
of Cuilayne, to -whose daughter he united his eldest 
son, in testimony of the closest friendship in future. 
This agreement was sincere on the part of Kennedy, 
who, after it had been entered into, showed himself 
Aiichindrane’s friend and assistant on all occasions. 
But it was most false and treacherous on that of Mure, 
who continued to nourish the purpose of murdering 
his new friend and ally on the first opportunity. 

Auchindrane’s first attempt to effect tiiis was by 
means of the young Gilbert Kennedy of Barganie, (for I 
old Barganie, Auchindrane’s father-in-law, was dead,) 
whom he persuaded to brave the Earl of Cassilis, as one 
who usurped an undue influence over the rest of the 
name. Accordingly, this hot-headed youth, at the insti- 
gation of Auchindrane,rode past the gate of the Earl of 
Cassilis, without waiting on his chief, or sending him 
any message of civility. This led to mutual defiance, 
being regarded by the Earl, according to the ideas of 
the time, as a personal insult. Both parties took the 
field with their followers, at the head of about 250 
men on each side. The action which ensued was 
shorter and less bloody than might have been ex- 
pected. Young Barganie, with the rashness of head- 
long courage, and Auehindrane, fired by deadly en- 
mity to the House of Cassilis, made a precipitate at- 
tack on the Earl, whose men were strongly posted 
and under cover. They were received by a heavy 
fire. Barganie was slain. Mure of Auehindrane, 
severely wounded in the thigh, became unable to sit 
his horse, and, the leaders thus slain or disabled, their 
party drew off without continuing the action. It 
must be particularly observed, that Sir Thomas 
Kennedy remained neuter in this quarrel, considering 
his connexion with Auehindrane as too intimate to be 
broken even by his desire to assist his nephew. 

For this temperate and honourable conduct he met 
a vile reward ; for Auehindrane, in resentment of the 
loss of his relative Barganie, and the downfall of his 
ambitious hopes, continued his practices against the 
life of Sir Thomas of Cuilayne, though totally inno- 


cent of contributing to either. Chance favouriki his 
wicked purpose. 

The Knight of Cuilayne, finding himself obliged to 
go to Edinburgh on a particular day, sent a message 
by a servant to Mure, in which he told him, in the 
most unsuspecting confidence, the purpose of his 
journey, and named the road which he proposed to 
take, inviting Mure to meet him at Buppill, to the 
west of the town of Ayr, a place" appointed, for the 
purpose of giving him any commissions -which he 
might have for Edinburgh, and assuring his treacher- 
ous ally he would attend to any business which he 
might have in the Scottish metropolis as anxiously as 
to his own. Sir Tiiomas Kennedy’s message was car- 
ried to the town of Maybole, where his messenger, for 
some trivial reason, had the import committed to 
WTiting by a schoolmaster in that town, and de- 
spatched it to its destination by means of a poor 
student, named Dalrymple, instead of carrying it to 
the house of Auehindrane in person. 

This suggested to Mure a diabolical plot. Having 
thus received tidings of Sir Thomas Kennedy’s mo- 
tions, he conceived the infernal purpose of having the 
confiding friend who sent the information, waylaid 
and murdered at the place appointed to meet with 
him, not only in friendship, but for the purpose of 
rendering him service. He dismissed the messenger 
Dalrymple, cautioning the lad to carry hack the letter 
to Maybole, and to say that ho had not found him, 
Auehindrane, in his house. Having taken this pre- 
caution, he proceeded to instigate the brother of the 
slain Gilbert of Barganie, Thomas Kennedy of Drum- 
urghie by name, and Walter Mure of Gloncaird, a 
kinsman of his own, to take this opportunity of re- 
venging Barganie’s death. The fiery young men 
were easily induced to undertake the crime. They 
waylaid the unsuspecting Sir Thomas of Cuilayne at 
the place appointed to meet the traitor Auehindrane, 
and the murderers having in company five or six ser- 
vants, well mounted and armed, assaulted and cruelly 
murdered him with many -wounds. They then plun- 
dered the dead corpse of his purse, containing a thou- 
sand merks in gold, cut off the gold buttons which he 
wore on his coat, and despoiled the body of some 
valuable rings and jewels.^ 


i ** No papers -which have hitlierto been discovered appear 
to afford so striking a picture of the savage state ofbarbarism 
into -which that country must have sunk, as the folio-wing 
Bond by the Earl of Cassilis, to his brother and heir-apparent, 
l-Iew, Master of Cassilis. The uncle of these young men, Sir 
Thomas Kt-tinedy of Culzean, tutor of Cassilis, as the reader 
will recollect, was murdered. May 11th, 1002, by Auchin- 
drane’s accomplices. 

“ The Mastei of Cassilis, for many years previous to that event, 
was in open hostility to his brother. During all that period, 
however, the Master maintained habits of the closest intimacy 
-with Auehindrane and bis dissolute associates, and actually 
jfiiTied him in various hostile enterprises against his brother 
the Karl. The occurrence of the Laird of Culzean’s -murder 
Avas embraced by their mutual friends, as a fitting opportuni- 
ty to eftect a permanetit reconciliation between the brothers ; 


* hot,’ (as ‘ the Historie of the Kennedies,’ p. .W, qnaintlv iTi- 
forms us,) ‘ the cuntry thocht that he wald not be eirnes. in 
that cause, for the auld luiffbetuix him and Auchindrayne.’ 
The unprincipled Earl, (whoso sobriquet^ and that of some of 
his ancestors, was King of Carrick, to denote the boundless 
Bway -which he exercised over his own vassals and the inhabi- 
tants of that district,) relying on his brother’s necessities, held 
out the infamous bribe contained in the following bond, to in- 
duce his brother, the Master of Cassilis, to murder his former 
friend, the old Laird of Auehindrane. Though there be ho- 
nour among thieves, it would seem that there is none among 
assassins ; for the younger brother insisted upon having the 
price of blood assured to him by a vfritten document, drawn 
up in the form of a regular bond! 

“ Judging by the Earl’s former and subsecpient history, be 
probably thought that, in either event, his purposes would 
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The revenge due for his uncle’s murder was keenly 
pursued by the Earl of Cassilis. As the murderers 
fled firom trial, they were declared outlaws ; which 
doom, being pronounced by three blasts of a horn, 
was called being put to the horn, and declared the 
king’s rebel.” Mure of Auchindrane was strongly 
suspected of having been the instigator of the crime. 
But he conceived there could be no evidence to prove 
his guilt if he could keep the boy Dalrymple out of 
the way, who delivered the letter which made him 
acquainted with Cullayne’s journey, and the place at 
which he meant to halt. On the contrary, he saw, 
that if the lad could be produced at the trial, it would 
afford ground of fatal presumption, since it could be 
then prove4 that persons so nearly connected with 
bim as Kennedy and Cloncaird had left his house, 
and committed the murder at the very spot which 
Cullayne had fixed for their meeting. 

To avoid this imminent danger, Mure brought Bal- 
rymple to his house, and detained him there for seve- 
ral weeks. But the youth tiring of this confinement, 
Mure sent him to reside with a friend, Montgomery 
of Skellmorly, who maintained him under a borrowed 
name, amid the desert regions of the then almost 
savage island of Arran. Being confident in the ab- 
sence of this material witness, Auebindrane, instead 
of flying, like his agents Dnimurghie and Cloncaird, 
presented himself boldly at the bar, demanded a fair 
trial, and offered his person in combat to the death 
against any of Lord Cassilis’s friends who might im- 
pugn his mnocence. This audacity was successful, 
and he was dismissed without trial. 

Still, however, Mure did not consider himself safe, 
so long as Dalrymple was witliin the realm of Scot- 
land ; and the danger grew more pressing when he 
learned that the lad had become impatient of the re- 
straint vrhich he sustained in the island of Arran, 
and returned to some of his friends in Ayrshire. 
Mure no sooner heard of this than he again obtained 
possession of the boy’s person, and a second time con- 
cealed him at Auchindrane, until he found an oppor- 
tunity to transport him to the Low Countries, where 
he •contrived to have liim enlisted in Buccleuch’s 
regiment; trusting, doubtless, that some one of the 
Numerous chances of war might destroy the poor 
young man whose life was so dangerous to him. 

But after five or six years’ uncertain safety, bought 
at the expense of so much violence and cunning, 


attained, by * Mlling two birds with one stone/ On the other 
hand, however, it is but doing justice to the Master’s acute- 
ness, and the experience acquired under his quondam pre- 
ceptor, Auchindrane, that we should likewise conjecture that, 
on bis part, he would hold firm possession of the bond, to be 
used as a checkmate against his brother, should he think fit 
afterwards to turn his heel upon him, or attempt to betray 
him into the hands of justice. 

** The following is a correct copy of the bond granted by tne 
Earl'— * We, Johne, Earle of Cassdllis, Lord Kennedy, etc., 
bindis and oblissis ws, that howsovne our broder, Hew Ken- 
nedy of ]&routtstoun, with his complices, taikis the Laird of 
AucHndraneis ly:^ that we sail mak guid and thankfuil pay- 


Auchindrane’s fear?? were exasperated into frenzy, 
when he found this dangerous witness, having escaped 
from all the perils of climate and battle, had left, or 
been discharged from, the Legion of Borderers, and 
had again accomplished his return to Ayrshire. There 
is ground to suspect that Dalrymple knew the nature 
of the hold which he possessed over Auchindrane, 
and was desirous of extorting from his fears some 
better provision than he had found either in Arran 
or the Netherlands. But if so, it was a fatal experi- 
ment to tamper with the fears of such a man as 
Auchindrane, who ,detennined to rid himself effec- 
tually of this unhappy young man. 

Mure now lodged him in a house of his own, called 
Chapeldonan, tenanted by a vassal and connexion of 
his called James Bannatyne. This man he commis- 
sioned to meet him at ten o’clock at night on the sea- 
sands near Girvan, and bring with him the unfortu- 
nate Dalrymple, the object of bis fear and dread. 
The victim seems to have come with Bannatyne with- 
out tlm least suspicion, though such might have been 
raised by the time and place appointed for the meet- 
ing. When Bannatyne and Dalrymple came to the 
appointed spot, Auchindrane met them, accompaniei, 
by Ills eldest son, James. Old Auchindrane, having 
taken Bannatyne aside, imparted his bloody purpose 
of ridding himself of Dalrymple for ever, by murder- 
ing him on the spot. His own life and honour were, 
he said, endangered by the manner in which this in- 
convenient^ witness repeatedly thrust himself hack 
into Ayrslflre, and nothing couM secure his safety 
but taking the lad’s life, in which action he requested 
James Bannatyne’s assistance. Bannatyne felt some 
compunction, and remonstrated against the cruel ex- 
pedient, saying, it would he better to transport Dal- 
rymple to Ireland, and take precautions against his 
return. While old Auchindrane seemed disposed to 
listen to this proposal, his son concluded that the 
time was come for accomplishing the purpose of their 
meeting, and, without waiting the termination of his 
father’s conference with Bannatyne, he rushed sud- 
denly on Dalrymple, beat him to the ground, and, 
kneeling down on him, with his father’s assistance 
accomplished the crime, by strangling the unhappy 
object of their fear and jealousy. Bannatyne, the 
witness, and partly the accomplice, of the murder, 
assisted them in their attempt to make a hole in the 
sand, with a spade which they had brought on pur- 


ment to bim and thame, of the sowmc of tuelff bundreth 
merkis, yeirlie, togidder witb come to sex borsis, ay and quliill i 
we reasaw 3 tbame in housbald with our self : beginning the 
first payment immediatlie efter thair committing of the said 
deid. Attour,3 howsovne we ressaw thame in housbald, we 
sail pay to the twa serwing gentillraen the feis, yeirlie, as our 
awin housbald serwandis. And heirto we obliss ws, vpoun 
our honour. Subscryvit with onr hand, at Mayhole, the ferd 
day of September, 1602. 

* JoHNK Erl® off CAssiLLrs/ ” 
Pitcairn’s Crimhml Trluh o/ScaUand, vol. iii., p. 622. 

t Aye and until. a Iteceive. 3 Moreover. 
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pose, in order to conceal the dead body. Btit as the mens, would be accounted the natural consequence 
tide was coming in, the holes which they made filled of the avowed quarrel between the families. With 
with water before they could get the body buried, and this purpose, Mure, with the assistance of a . relative, 
the ground seemed, to their terrified consciences, to of whom he seems always to have had some ready to 
refuse to be accessory to concealing their crime, execute his worst purposes, beset Hugh Kennedy of 
Despairing of hiding the corpse in the manner they G-arriehome, a follower of the EarFs, against whom 
proposed, the murderers carried it out into the sea as they had especial ill-will, fired their pistols at him, 
deep as they dared wade, and there abandoned it to and used other means to put him to death. But Gar- 
the billows, trusting that a wind, which was blovdng riehome, a stout-hearted man, and well armed, de- 
off the shore, would drive these remains of their crime fended himself in a very different manner fri>m the 
out to sea, where they would never more be heard of. unfortunate Knight of Cullayne, and beat off the as- 
But the sea, as well as the land, seemed unwilling to sailants, wounding young Auchindrane in the right 
conceal their cruelty. After floating for some hours, hand, so that he wellnigh lost the use of it. 
or days, the dead body was, by the wind and tide, But though Auchindrane’s purpose did not entirely 
again driven on shore, near the very spot where the succeed, he availed himself of it to circulate a report, 
murder had been committed. that if he could obtain a pardon for firing upon his 

This attracted general attention, and when the feudal enemy with pistols, weapons declared unlawful 
corpse was known to he that of the same William by act of Parliament, he would willingly stand his 
Dalrymple whom Auchindrane had so often spirited trial for the death of Dalrymple, respecting which he 
out of the country, or concealed when he was in it, a protested his total innocence. The King, however, 
strong and general suspicion arose, that this young was decidedly of opinion that the Mures, both father 
person had met with foul play from the bold bad man and son, were al&e guilty of both crimes, and used 
who had shewn himself so much interested in his ab- intercession with the Earl of Abercom, as a person of 
sence. It was always said or supposed, that the dead power in those w’estern counties, as well as in Ireland, 
body had bled at the approach of a grandchild of to arrest and transmit them prisoners to Edinburgh. 
Mure of Auchindrane, a girl who, from curiosity, had In consequence of the Earl’s exertions, old Auehin- 
come to look at a sight which others crowded to see. drane was made prisoner, and lodged in the tolbooth 
The bleeding of a mm'dered corpse at the touch of of Edinburgh. 

the murderer, was a thing at that time so much be- Young Auchindrane no sooner heard that his father 
lioved, that it was admitted as a proof of guilt ; hut I was in custody, than he became as apprehensive of 
know no case, save that of Auchindrane, in w^hich Bannatyne, the accomplice in Dalrymple’s murder, 
the phenomenon was supposed to be extended to the telling tales, as ever his father had been of Dalrymple. 
approach of the innocent kindred ; nor do I think He, therefore, hastened to him, and prevailed on him 
that the fact itself, though mentioned by ancient law- to pass over for a while to the neighbouring coast of 
yers, was ever admitted to proof in the proceedings Ireland, finding him money and means to accomplish 
against Auchindrane. the voyage, and engaging in the meantime to take 

It is certain, however, that Auchindrane found care of his affairs in Scotland. Secure, as they thought, 
himself so much the object of suspicion from this new in this precaution, old Auchindrane persisted in his- 
crime, that he resolved to fly from justice, ;and suffer innocence, and liis son found security to stand his 
himself to be declared a rebel and outlaw rather than trial. Both appeared with the same confidence at the 
face a trial. But his conduct in preparing to cover day appointed, and braved the public justice, hoping 
his flight with another motive than the real one, is a to be put to a formal trial, in which Auchindrane 
curious picture of the men and manner's of the times, reckoned upon an acquittal for w’-ant of the evidence- 
He knew well that if he were to shun his trial for the which ne had removed* The trial was, however, post- 
murder of Dalrymple, the whole country w^ould con- poned, and Mure the elder was dismissed, under high 
aider him as a man guilty of a mean and disgraceful security to return when called for. 
crime in putting to death an obscure lad, against But King James, being convinced of the guilt of 
ydiom ho had no personal quarrel. He knew, be- the accused, ordered young Auchindrane, instead of 
sides, .that his powerful friends, who would have being sent to trial, to be examined under the force of 
interceded for him had his offence been merely burn- torture, in order to compel him to tell whatever ho- 
ing a house, or killing a neighbour, would not plead knew of the things charged against him. He was ae- 
for or stand by him in so pitiful a concern as the cordingly severely torliired ; but the result only served 
slaughter of this wretched wanderer. to show that such examinations are as useless as they 

Accordingly, Mure sought to provide himself with are cruel. A man of weak resolution, or of a nervous 
some ostensible cause for avoiding law, with which habit, would probably have assented to any confession, 
the feelings of his kindred and friends might sympa- however false, rather than have endured the extremity 
thize ; and none occurred to him so natural as an as- of fear and pain to wliich Mure was subjected. But 
sault upon some friend and adherent of the Earl of young Auchindrane, a strong and determined ruffian,. 
Cassilis. Should he kill such a one, it would be in- endured the torture '«dth the utmost firmness, and by 
deed an unif^wful action, but so far from being Infa- the constant audacity with which, in spite of the iu** 
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tij.erable pain, he coatinued to assevt iiis miiocenee, 
he spread so favourable an opinion of his case, that 
the detaining bioi in prison, instead of bringing him 
to open trial, was censured as severe and oppressive. 
James, however, remained firmly persuaded of his 
guilt, and by an exertion of authority- quite inconsist- 
ent with our present laws, commanded young nA-uch- 
indrane to be still detained in close custody till further 
light could be thrown on these dark proceedings. He 
was detmned accordingly by the King’s express per- 
sonal command, and against the opinion even of Ms 
privy counsellors. This exertion of authority was 
much murmured against. 

In the meanwMle, old Auchindrane, being, as we 
have seen, at liberty on pledges, skulked about in the 
west, feeling how little security he had gained by 
Dalryraple’s murder, and that he had placed himself 
by that crime in the power of Bannatyne, whose evi- 
dence concerning the death of Dalrymple could not 
be less fatal than what Dalrymple might have told 
concerning Auchindrane’s accession to the conspiracy 
against Sir Thomas Kennedy of Cullayne. But though 
the event had shown the error of his wicked policy, 
Auchindrane could think of no better mode in tMs 
case than that which had failed in relation to Dalrym- 
ple. When any man’s life became inconsistent with 
his own safety, no idea seems to have occurred to this 
inveterate ruffian, save to murder the person by whom 
he might himself be in any way endangered. He 
therefore attempted the life of James Bannatyne by 
more agents than one. Nay, he had nearly ripiened a 
plan, by wMch one Pennycuke was to be employed to 
slay Bannatyne, while, after the deed waa done, it was 
devised that Mure of Auchnull, a connexion of Ban- 
natyne, should be instigated to slay Pennycuke ; and 
tlius close up this train of murders by one, wffiieli, 
flowing in the ordinary course of deadly feud, should 
have nothing in it so particular as to attract much at- 
tention. 

But the justice of Heaven would bear this compli- 
cated train of iniquity no longer. Bannatyne, know- 
ing with what sort of men he had to deal, kept on his 
guard, and, by his caution, disconcerted more than 
one attempt to take his life, while another miscarried 
by the remorse of Pennycuke, the agent whom Mure 
employed. At length Bannatyne, tiring of this state 
of insecurity, and in <lespair of escaping such repeated 
plots, and also feeling remorse for the crime to which 
he ha<l been accessory, resolved rather to submit him- 
self to the {severity of the law, than remain the object 


■'* “ Efter proimnceing and declairing of the quhilk deter- 
mination and deiyuerance of the saidis persones of Assyse, 
' The Justice, in respect tfiairof, he the mouth of Alexander 
Kennydie, deinpster of Court, decemit andadindget the saidis 
Johnue Mure of Auchindrane elder, James Mure of AucMn- 
drane younger, liis eldest sone and appeirand air, and James 
Bannatyne, called of Chapel-Bonane, aad ilkaneof thame, 
to he tane to the mereat croce of the hurcht of Edinburgh, 
and tharr, upon ane scaffold, their heidis to he strukin frorae 
thair hodeyis : And all thair landis, heritages, takis, steidingi^i. 


of the principal eriminars practices. He surrendered 
himself to the Earl of Abercorn, and was transported 
to Edinburgh, where he confessed before the King and 
council all the particulars of the murder of Dalrymple, 
and the attempt to hide his body by committing it to 
the sea. 

When Bannatyne was confronted vrith the two 
Mures before the Privy Council, they denied with 
vehemence every part of the evidence he had given, 
and affirmed that the witness had been bribed to de- 
stroy them by a false tale. ' Bannatyne’s behaviour 
seemed sincere and simple, that of Auchindrane more 
resolute and crafty. The wretched accomplice fell 
upon his knees, invoking God to witness that all the 
land in Scotland could not have bribed him to bring 
a false accusation against a master whom he had ser- 
ved, loved, and followed in so many dangers, and call- 
ing upon Auchindrane to honour God by confessing 
the crime he had committed. Mure the elder, on the 
other hand, boldly replied, that he hoped God would 
not so far forsake him as to permit him to confess a 
crime of which he was innocent, and exhorted Ban- 
natyne in his turn to confess the practices by which 
he had been induced to devise such falsehoods against 
Mm. 

The two Mures, father and son, were therefore put 
upon their solemn trial, along with Bannatyne, in 
1611 , and, after a great deal of evidence had been 
brought in support of Bannatyne’s confession, all three 
were found guilty.^ The elder Auchindrane was oon« 
victed of counselling and directing the murder of Sir 
Thomas Kennedy of Cullayne, and also of the actual 
murder of the lad Dalrymple. Bannatyne and the 
younger Mure were found guilty of the latter crime, 
and all three were sentenced to be beheaded. Ban- 
natyne, however, the accomplice, received the King’s 
pardon, in consequence of his voluntary surrender 
and confession. The two Mures w^ere both executed. 
The younger w’as affected by the remonstrances of the 
clergy who attended him, and he confessed the guilt 
of which he was accused. The father, also, was at 
length brought to avow the fact, but in other respects 
died as impenitent as he had lived ; — and so ended 
this dark and extraordinary tragedy. 

The Lord Advocate of the day, Sir Thomas Hamil- 
ton, afterwards successively Earl of Melrose and of 
Haddington, seems to have busied himself much in 
drawing up a statement of this foul transaction, for 
the purpose of vindicating to the people of Scotland 
the severe course of justice observed by King James 


ro-wmes, possessiones, teyndis, coirnes, cattell, insk'lit plcuis- 
sing, guidis, geir, tytillis, proffeitis, commoditeis, and rieUtis 
qnhfttsuraeiiir, directlie or indireetlie pertening to tliame, or 
ony of thame, at the committing of the saidis tressonabili 
Murthouris, or sensyne; or to the quilkis thay, or ony of 
thame, hadricht, claim, oractioun, to be forfait, escheit, and 
inbrocht to our souerane lordis vse ; as culpable and convict 
of the saidis tressonabili crymes.’ 

Quhilk -was prormneet for Dome." 

Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials, rol. iii., p. IM 
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lie assumes the task 


in a high tone of preroga- ' 
tive law, and, on the whole, seems at a loss whether 
to attribute to Providence, or to his most sacred Ma- 
jesty, the greatest share in bringing to light these 
mysterious villanies, but rather inclines to the latter 
opinion. There is, 1 believe, no printed copy of the 
intended tract, which seems never to have been pub- 
lished ; hut the curious will be enabled to judge of it, 
as it appears in the next fasciculus of Mr. Robert Pit- 
cairn’s very interesting publications from the Scottish 
Criminal Record.^ 

The family of Auchindrane did not become extinct 
on the death of the two homicides. The last des- 
cendant existed in the eighteenth century, a poor and 
distressed man. The following anecdote shows that 
he had a strong feeling of his situation. 

There was in front of the old castle a huge ash-tree, 
called the Dule-tree {moummg4ree) of Auchindrane, 
probably because it was the place where the Baron 
executed the criminals who fell under his jurisdic- 
tion. It is described as having been the finest tree 
of the neighbourhood. This last representative of 
the family of Auchindrane had the misfortune to 
be arrested for payment of a small debt; and, unable 
to discharge it, was prepared to accompany the mes- 
senger (bailiff) to the jail of Ayr. The servant of the 
law had compassion for his prisoner, and offered to 
accept of this remarkable tree as of value adequate to 
the discharge of the debt. What !” said the debtor, 

Sell the Dule-tree of Auchindrane ! I will sooner 
die in the worst dungeon of your prison.” In this 
luckless cliaracter the line of Auchindrane ended. 
The family, blackened with the crimes of its predeces- 
sors, became extinct, and the estate passed into other 
hands. 


tnne^ wUch^ nei^er injlucnce his conduct 

Me is in danger from law, owing to hk having 
been formerly OtCtire in the assassination of the 
Marl of GassUis, 

Philip Mure, his jSbw, a wUd^ dSaucked Proflir 
gate, professing and pradmng a contempt for his 
Father’s hyrocrisy, while he k as fierce and Iken- 
tiom m Auchindrane himsdf 
Giffoeb, Felodion, a Courtier, 

Quentin Blane, a Youth, educaied for a Clergy • 
man, hut sent by Auchindrane to serte in a Band 
of Auxiliaries in the Wars of the Netherlands, 
and lately employed as Clerk or Comptroller to 
the Meginient — Disbanded, howerer, and on his re- 
turn to his iiatire Country, He is of a mild, gen- 
tle, and rather feeble character, liable to he in- 
fluenced by any person of stronger mind who will 
take the trouble to direct him* He is somewhat of 
a nermus temperameiit, mrying from sadness to 
gaiety, according to the impulse of the moment ^ an 
amiable hypochondriac. 

Hildebrand, a stout old Englishman, udio, by feats 
of courage, has raised hhnself to the rank of Her- 
geant-Major, (then of greater consequence than at 
present.') He, too, has been disbanded, but cannot 
bring himself to believe that he has lost Ills conmemd 
our his Begiment* 

f Privates dismissed from the same JRe- 
Abraham, giment in which Quentin and liiL- 
WiLLiAMS, DEBRAND had Served* These are mu- 
Jenkin, tinous, and are much disposed to re- 
And Others, member fonner quarrels with their 
^ late Oflicers, 

Niel MacLellan, Keeper of Auchindrane Forest 
arid Game, 

Earl op Dunbar, commanding an Army as Lieu- 
tenant of James L, for execution of Justice on 
Offenders, 

Guards, Attendants, ^c, 


DEAMATIS PERSONiE. 


John Mure of Auchindrane, an Ayrshire Baron. 
He has been a follower of the Regent, Earl of 
Morton, during the Ckil Wars, and hides an op- 
pressive, ferocious, and unscrupulous disposition, 
under some pretences to strictness of life and doc- 


Marion, Wife o/Niel MacLellan. 

Isabel, their Daughter, a Girl of six years old 
Other Children and Peasant Women. 


ed with these documents, that he resolved to found a drama- 
tic sketch on their terrible story ; and the result was a com- 
position far superior to any of his previous attempts of that 
nature. Indeed there are several passages in his * Ayrshire 
Tragedy’— especially that where the murdered corpse floats 
upright ill the wake of the assassin’s hark— (an incident sug- 
gested by a lamentable chapter in I^ord Nelson’s history)— 
which may bear comparison with anything but Shakspeare. 
Yet I doubt whether the prose narrative of the preface be not, 
on the whole, more dramatic than the versified scenes. It 
contains, by the way, some very striking allusions to the re- 
cent atrocities of Gill'a Hill and the West Port.”— LocKmvuT,. 
vol. ix., p. ■ 


'i See an article in the Quarterly Beriew, February, 1831, 
cn Mr. Pitcairn’s valuable collection, where Sir Walter Scott 
particularly dwells on the original documents connected with 
the story of Auchindrane ; and where Mr. Pitcairn’s impor- 
tant services to the history of his profession, and of Scotland, 
are justly characterised. (1833.) 


“ Sir Walter’s reviewal of the early parts of Mr. Pitcairn’s 
A imient Criminal Trials had, of course, much gratified the 
editor, who sent him, on his arrival in Edinburgh, tlie proof- 
sheets of the Number then in hand, and directed his atten- 
tion particularly to its details on the extraordinary case of 
Mare, of Auchindrane, a d. ICl 1. Scott was so much interest- 
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Abil Ay, tliey sing light whose tash is telling 
money, 

When dollars clink for chorus. 

Qub. I’ve done with counting silver, ^ honest Abra- 
ham, 

As thou, I fear, with pouching thy small share ou’h 
But lend your voices, lads, and I will sing.;^ 
if a town were won j 


aufftiniaranB 


THE AYRSHIBE TRAGEDY. 


As blithely yet 
As if upon a field of battle gain’d, 
Our banners waved victorious. 


ACT I.-SCENE I, 


[He singSf and the red bear (dwrun, 


A rc^ty Bay on the Coast of Carrickj in Ayrshirey mt 
far from ihe Pokti of Tuniberry, The Sea confm in 
upm a hold rodky Shore, The remains of a mxM half- 
rimed Tomr are seen on the right hmd^ <mrh<mging 
the Sea. There is a Vessel at a distance in fhe offing* 
A Boat at the bottom of the Stage lands dgU or ten 
Personsy dressed like disbanded, and in one or two oases 
like disabled Soldiers* They come straggling forward 
with their knapsacks and bundles, HiLDEBitANn, the 
Sergeant, belong^ to the Party, a stout elderly man, 
stands by the boat, as if superintending the disembarka- 
Hon* Quentin remains apart. 


SONG. 


Hither we come, 

Once slaves to the drum, 

But no longer we list to its rattle ; 

Adieu to the wars, 

With their slashes and scars, 

The march, and the storm, and the battle 


There are some of us maim’d. 

And some that are lamed, 

And some of old aches are complcdning ; 
But we ’ll take up the tools, 

Which w© flung by like fools, 

’Gainst Don Spaniard to go a-campaigning. 


Abraham. P^ewell, the flats of Holland, and right 
weloome 

Hxe diflb of Scotland I Fare thee well, black beer 
Sduedam gin I and welcome twopenny, 
C^iteakes, and usquebaugh ! 

Wn-iiAMS wmts marm.) Farewell, the gal- 
, - ^ MemmAf pifeemen I” 


Dick Hathom doth vow 
^ To return to the plough, 

Jack Steele to his anvil and hammer ; 

The weaver shall find room 
At the wight-wapping loom, 

And your clerk shall teach writing and grammar 


And^ noble gentleman, 

Remember a poor soldier 1 ” 

Akr. My tongue shall never need to smooth itself 
To such poor ^onds, while it can boldly say, 

“ Stand and deliver ! ” 

WiL, Hush, the sergeant hears you I 
Abr. And let him hear ; he makes a bustle yonder. 
And dreams of his authority, forgetting 
We are disbanded men, o’er whom his halberd 
Has not such, influence as the beadle’s baton. 

We are no soldiers now, but every one 
The lord of his own person. 

W1I4. A wretched lordsliip— and our freedom such 
As that of the old cart-horse, when the owner 
Turns him upon the common. I for one 
Will still continue to respect the sergeant. 

And the comptroller, too, — ^while the cash lasts. 

Abr. I scorn them both. I am too stout a Scotsman 
To bear a Southron’s rule an instant longer 
Than discipline obliges; and for Quentin, 

Quentin the quillman, Quentin the comptroller, 

We have no re^ment now; or, if wo had, 

Quentin ’s no longer clerk to it. 

WiL. For shame! for shame! What, shall old com- 
rades jar thus, 

And on the verge of parting, and for ever?— 

Nay, keep thy temper, Abraham, though a bad one. — 
Good Master Quentin, let thy song last night 
Give us once more our welcome to old Scotland. 


Abr. And this is all that thou canst do, gay Quen- 
tin ? 

To swagger o’er a herd of parish brats, 

Cut cheese or dibble onions with thy poniard, 

And turn the sheath into a ferula ? 

Qub. I am the prodigal in holy wTit ; 

I cannot work, — to beg I am ashamed. 

Besides, good mates, I care not who may know it, 
I’m e’en as fairly tired of this same fighting, 

As the poor cur that ’s worried in the shambles 
By all the mastiff dogs of all the butchers ; 
Wherefore, farewell sword, poniard, petronel, 

And welcome poverty and peaceful labour. 

Abr. Clerk Quentin, if of fighting thou art tired, 
By my good word, thou ’rt quickly satisfied. 

For thou ’st seen but little on ’t. 

WiL. Thou dost belie him—I have seen him fight 
Bravely enough for one in his condition. 

Abr. What he ? that counter-casting, smock -faced 


What was he but the colonel’s scribbling drudgt 
With men of straw to stuff the regiment roll ; 
With cipherings unjust to cheat liis comrades, 


^ MS.—** I’ve done 'with conntirm dollars,” &c. 
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And cloak felse musters for our noT>le captain ? 

Be bid farewell to sw^ord and petronel I 
He should have said, farewell my pen and standish. 
These, with the rosin used to hide erasures, 

Were the best friends he left in camp behind him. 

Que. The sword you scoff at is not far, but scorns 
The threats of an unmannerid mutineer. 

See. {interposes,) Well have no brawiing—Shall it 
e’er be said, 

That being comrades six long years together. 

While gulping down the frowsy fogs of Holland, 

We tilted at each other’s throats so soon 

As the first draught of native air refresh’d them 1 

No ! by Saint Dunstan, I forbid the combat. 

You all, methinks, do know this trusty halberd ; 

For I opine, that every back amongst you 
Hath felt the weight of the tough ashen staff, 

Endlong or overthwart. Who is it wishes 
A remembrancer now ? lEaises Ms halberd. 

Abe. Comrades, have you ears 

To hear the old man bully 1 Eyes to see 
His staff rear’d o’er your heads, as o’er the hounds 
The huntsman cracks his wlup ? 

WiL. Well said-stout Abraham has the right 
on ’t.— ' . 

I tell thee, sergeant, we do reverence thee, 

And pardon the rash humours thou hast caught, i 
Like wiser men, from thy authority. 

’Tis ended, howsoe’er, and w^e ’ll not suffer 
A w'ord of sergeantry, or halberd-staff, 

Nor the most petty tbi’eat of discipline. 

If thou wilt lay aside thy pride of office, 

And drop thy wont of swaggering and comnianclmg, 
Thou art our comrade still for good or eril. 

Else take thy course apart, or with the clerk there — 
A sergeant thou, and he being all thy regimemt. 

See. Is ’ t come to this, false knaves ? And think 
you not, 

That if you bear a name o’er other soldiers. 

It was because you follow’d to the charge 
One that had zeal and skill enough to lead you 
Where fame was w’on by danger ? 

WiL. W e grant thy skill in leading, noble sergeant ; 
Witness some empty boots and sleeves amongst us, 
Which else had still been tenanted with limbs 
In the full q^uantity j and for the arguments 
With which you used to back our resolution, 

Our shoulders do record them. At a word, 

Will you conform, or must wo part our company ? 
See. Conform to you ? Base dogs I I would not 


If you have any left, to the same tune, 

And we may find a chorus for ,it still. 

Abe. We lose our time. — ^Tell us at once, old man 
If thou wilt march with us, or stay with Quentin % 
See. Out, mutineers I Dishonour dog your heels ! 
Abe. Wilful will have his way. Adieu, stout Hii- 
debrandl 

{The Soldiers go offlavgMng, and taking Imm^ 
with mockerg^ of the Seegeant md Quen- 
tin, who remain on the Stage, 

See, {ajfhr a pause.) Fly you not with the rest!-'- 
fail you to follow 

Yon goodly fellowship and fair example I 

Come, take your wild-goose flight. I know you Scots, 

Like your own sea-fowl, seek your course together. 

Que. Faith, a poor heron I, who wing my flight 
In loneliness, or with a single partner ; 

And right it is that 1 should seek for solitude, 
Bringing but evil luck on them I herd with. 

Had we landed on the 


See. Thou’rt thankless, 
coast, 

Where our course bore us, thou wert far from home 
But the fierce wind that drove us round the island, 
Barring each port and inlet that we aim’d at, 

Hath wafted thee to harbour; for I judge 
This is thy native land we disembark on. 

Qcje. True, worthy friend. Each rock, each strear 
I look on, 

Each bosky wood, and every frowning tower, 
Awakens some young dream of infancy. 

Yet such is my hard hap, I might more safely 
Have look’d on Indian cliffs, or Afric’s desert, 

I ’m like a babe, 


Than on my native shores. 

Doom’d to draw poison from my nurse’s bosom. 

See. Thou dream’st, young man. Unreal terrors 
haunt. 

As I have noted, giddy brains like thine— 

Flighty, poetic, and imaginative — 

To whom a minstrel whim gives idle rapture, 

And, when it fades, fantastic misery, 

Que. But mine is not fantastic. 1 can tell thee, 
Since I have known thee still my faithful friend, 

In part at least the dangerous plight I stand in. 

See. And I will hear thee willingly, the rather 
That I would let these vagabonds march on, 

Nor join their troop again. Besides, good sooth, 

I ’m w^earied with the toil of yesterday. 

And revel of last night. — And I may aid thee , 

Yes, I may aid thee, comrade, and perchance 
Thou mayst advantage me. 

Que, May it prove well for both 1 — But note, iny 
friend, 

I can but intimate my mystic story. 

Some of it lies so secret, — even the winds 
That whistle round us must not know the whole — 
An oath !— an oath I — - 
See. That must be kept» of 

I ask but that which thou mayst freely tell. 

Que. I was an orphan boy, and first saw h.eht 
Not far from where we stand— my lineage lew, 
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But honest in its poverty- A lord. Pointed to thrust thee on some desperate service^ 

The master of the soil for many a mile, Which should most likely end thee. 

Dreaded and powerful, took a kindly charge Que. Bore I such letters Surely, comrade, no. 

For my advance in letters, and the qualities Full deeply was the writer bound to aid me. 

Of the poor orphan lad drew some applause. Perchance he only meant to prove my mettle j 

The knight was proud of me, and, in his halls. And it vras but a trick of my had fortune 

I had such kind of welcome as the great That gave his letters ill interpretation. » 

Give to the humble, whom they love to point to See. Ay, but thy better angel wrought for good, 

As objects not unworthy their protection. Whatever ill thy evil fate designed thee. 

Whose progress is some honour to their patron-— Montgomery pitied thee, and changed thy service 
A cure was spoken of, which I might serve, In the rough field for labour in the tent, 

My manners, doctrine, and acquirements fitting. More fit for thy green yeai^ and peaceful habits. 

See. Hitherto thy luck Que. Even there his well-meant kindness injured 

Was of the best, good friend. Few lords had cared me. 

If thou couldst read thy grammar or thy psalter. My comrades hated, undervalued me, 

Thou hadst been valued couldst thou scour a harness, And whatsoe’er of service I could do them, 

And dress a steed distinctly. They guerdon’d with ingratitude and envy— 

Que. My old master Such my strange doom, that if I serve a man 

Held different doctrine, at least it seem’d so — At deepest risk, he is my foe for ever I 

But he was mix’d in many a deadly feud — See. Hast thou worse fate than others if it were so I 

And here my tale grows mystic. I became. Worse even than me, thy friend, thine officer, 

Unwitting and unwilling, the depositary Whom yon ungrateful slaves have pitch’d ashore, 

Of a dread secret, and the knowledge on ’t As wild waves heap the sea-weed on the beach, 

Has wreck’d my peace for ever. It became And left him here, as if he had the pest 

My patron’s will, that I, as one who knew Or leprosy, and death were in his company ? 

More than I should, must leave the realm of Scotland, Que. They think at least you have the worst of 

And live or die within a distant Und,^ plagues, 

See. Ah I thou hast done a fault in some wild raid, The worst of leprosies,— they think you poor. 

As you -wild Scotsmen call them. ♦ See. They think like lying villains then, I ’m rich, 

{, ; Qce. , . Comrade, nay; And they too might have felt it. I ’ve a thought— 

Mine was a peac^hd part, and happ’d by chance. But stay — what plans your wisdom for yourself ? 

, I must not tell you more. Enough, my presence Que. My thoughts are wellnigh desperate. But 

Brought danger to my benefactor’s house. I purpose 

Tower after tower conceal’d me, willing stiE Return to my stem patron — there to tell him 

To hide my ill-omen’d face with owls and ravens,® That wars, and winds, and waves, have cross’d hia 
And let my patron’s safety be the purchase pleasure, 

Of my severe and desolate captivity. And cast me on the shore from whence he banish’d 

So thought I, when dark Arran, with its walls 
Of native rock, enclosed me. There I lurk’d, 

A peaceful stranger amid armed elans, 

Without a friend to love or to defend me, 

Where all beside were link’d by close alliances. 

At length I made my option to take service 
In that same legion of auxiliaries 
In which we lately served the Belgian. 

Our leader, stout Montgomery, hath been kind 
Through full six years of warfare, and assign’d me 
More peaceful tasks than the rough front of war. 

For which my education little suited me. 

See. Ay, therein was Montgomery kind indeed ; 

Nay, kinder than you think, my simple Quentin. 

The letters which you brought to the Montgomery, 


Then let him do his will, and destine for mo 
A dungeon or a grave. 

See. Now, by the rood, thou art a simple fool I 
I can do better for thee. Mark me, Quentin, 

I took my license from the noble regiment, 

Partly that I was worn with age and warfare. 

Partly that an estate of yeomanry, 

Of no great purchase, but enough to live on, 

Has call’d me owner since a kinsman’s death. 

It lies in merry Yorkshire, where the wealth 
Of fold and furrow, proper to Old England, 

Stretches by streams which walk no sluggish pace. 
But dance as light as yours. Now, good friend Quen- 


1 MS.— Quentin. My short tale 

Grows mystic now. Among the deadly feuds 
Which cunse our counts^, something once it chanced 
That I unwilling and unwitting, witness’d ; 

And it became my benefactor’s wUl, 

That I siiould breathe the air of other climes.” 

8 The MS. here adds : 


And then wild Arran, with its darksome 

Of naked rock received me ; till at last 
I yielded to take service in the legion 
Which lately has discharged us. Stout Montgomery, 
Our colonel, hath been kind through five years’ wan 
fare.” 
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Tills copyhold can keep two quiet inmates, Ser. Faith, thou hast home it biaYely ont. 

And I am childless. Wilt thou be my son % Had I been ask’d to name the merriest fellow 

Que, Kay, you can only jest, my worthy friend 1 Of all our muster-roll — that man wert thou. 

What claim have I to be a burden to you 1 Que. See’st thou, my friend, yon brook dance down 

Ser. The claim of him that wants, and is in danger, the valley, ^ 

On him that has, and can afford protection : And sing blithe carols over broken rock 

Thou wouldsbnot fear a foeman in my cottage, And tiny waterfall, kissing each shrub 

Where a stout mastiff slumber d on the hearth, And each gay flower it nurses in its passage,- — 

And this good halberd hung above the chimney % Where, think’st thou, is its source, the bonny brook I— 

But come — 1 have it — thou shalt earn thy bread It flows from forth a cavern, black and gloomy, 

Duly, and honourably, and usefully. Sullen and sunless, like this heart of mine, 

Our village schoolmaster hath left the palish, Which others see in a false glare of gaiety, 

Forsook the ancient schoolhouse with its yew-trees, Which I have laid before you in its sadness. 

That lurk’d beside a church two centuries older, — See. If such wild fancies dog thee, wherefore leave 
So long devotion took the lead of knowledge ; The trade where thou wert safe ’midst others' dangers, 

And since his little flock are shepherdicss, And venture to thy native land, where fate 

’Tis thou shalt be promoted in his room ; Lies on the watch for thee ? Had old Montgomery 

And rather than thou wantest scholars, man. Been with the regiment, thou hadst had no conge. 

Myself will enter pupil. Better late, Que. No, ’tis most likely — But I had a hope, 

Our proverb says, than never to do well. A poor vain hope, that 1 might live obscurely 

And look you, on the holydays I’d tell In some far corner of my native Scotland, 

To all the wondering boors and gaping children. Which, of all others, splinter’d into districts. 

Strange tales of what the regiment did in Flanders, Differing in manners, families, even language, 

And thou shouldst say Amen, and be my warrant, Seem’d a safe refuge for the hiwnble wretch. 

That I speak truth to them. Whose highest hope was to remain unheard of. 

Que. Would I might take thy offer ! But, alas ! But fate has baffled me— -the winds and waves, 

Thou art the hermit who compell’d a pilgriiii, With force resistless, have impell’d me hither — 

In name of Heaven and heavenly charity, Have driven me to the clime most dang rous to 

To share his roof and meal, but found too late me ; 

That he had drawn a curse on him and his, And I obey the call, like the hurt deer, 

By sheltering a wretch foredoom’d of heaven 1 Which seeks instinctively bis native lair, 

Ser. Thou talk’st in riddles to me. Though his heart tells him it is but to die there, 

Que. If I do, Ser, ’Tis false, by Heaven, young mail ! This same 

’Tis that I am a riddle to myself. despair, 

Thou know’st I am by nature born a friend Though showing resignation in its banner, 

To glee and merriment ; can make wild verses ; Is but a kind of covert cowardice. 

The jest or laugh has never stopp’d with me, Wise men have said, that though our stars incline, 

When once ’twas set a rolling. They cannot force us— Wisdom is the pilot, , 

Ser. I have known thee j And if he cannot cross, he may evade them. 

A blithe companion still, and wonder now You lend an ear to idle auguries, 

Thou shouldst become thus crest-fallen. The fruits of our last revels— still most sad 

Que. Does the lark sing her descant when the Under the gloom that follows boisterous mirth, 
falcon As earth looks blackest after brilliant sunshine. 

Seales the blue vault with bolder wing than hers, Que. No, by my honest word. I join’d the revel. 

And merlitates a stoop? The mirth thou ’st noted And aided it with laugh, and song, and shout, 

Was all deception, fraud— Hated enough But my heart revcll’d not ; and, when the mirth 

For other causes, I did veil my feelings Was at the loudest, on yon galliot’s prow 

Beneath the mask of mirth,— laugh’d, sung, and I stood unmark’d, and gazed upon the land, 
caroll’d, My native land — each cape and cliff 1 knew. 

To gain some interest in my comrades’ bosoms, Behold me now,” I said, “ your destined victim 1” 

Although mine own was bursting. So greets the sentenced criminal the headsman, 

Ser. Thou ’rt a hypocrite Who slow approaches with his lifted axe. 

Of a new order. Hither I come,” I said, ye kindred hills, 

Que. But harmless as the innoxious snake, Whose darksome outline in a distant land 

Which beai’s the adder’s form, lurks in his haunts. Haunted my slumbers ; here I stand, thou ocean, 
Yet aeither hath liis fang-teeth nor his poison. Whose hoarse voice, murmuring in my dreams, re- 

Look 70 U, land Hildebrand, I would seem merry, quired me ; 

Lest other men should, tiring of my sadness, See me now here, ye winds, whose plaintive wail, 

Expel me from them, as the hunted wether On yonder distant shores, appear’d to call me— 

Is driven from the flock. Summon’d, behold me.” And the winds and waves, 
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Half of his supper, half of his poor kennel, 

I would help Honesty to pick his bones, 

And share his straw, far rather than I M sup 
On Jolly fare with these base varlets ! 

Que. We *11 manage better ; for our Scottish dogs 
Though stout and trusty, are but ill-instructed ^ 

In hospitable rights.— -Here is a maiden, 

A little maid, will tell us of the country, 

And sorely it is changed since I have left it, 

If we should fail to find a harbourage. 


Ser. Fantastic ail ! Poor boy, thou art distracted 
With the vain terrors of some f^dal tyrant, 

Whose frown hath been from infancy thy bugbear. 
Why seek his presence % 

Que. Wherefore does the moth 

Fly to the scorching taper ? Why the bird, 

Dazzled by lights at midnight, seek the net ? 

Whv does the prey, which feels the fascination 
Of the snake’s glaring eye, drop in his jaws ? 

Ser. Such wild examples hut refute themselves. 
X^et bird, let moth, let the coil’d adder’s prey, 

Resist the fascination and be safe. 

Thou goest not near this Baron — if thou goest, 

I wll go with thee. Known in many a field. 

Which he in a whole life of petty feud 
Has never dream’d of, I will teach the knight 
To rule him in this matter— be thy warrant. 

That far from him, and from his petty lordship, 

You shall henceforth tread English land, and never 
Thy presence shall alarm his conscience more. 

Que. ’Twere desperate risk for both. I will far 
rather 

Hastily guide thee through this dangerous province. 
And seek thy school, thy yew-trees, and thy church- 
yard 

The last, perchance, will be the first 1 find. 

^ Ser. I would rather face him, 

Like a bold Englishman that knows his right, 

And wip mnd by his friend. And yet ’tis folly — 
Fancies like these are not to be resisted ; 

’Tis better to escape them. Many a presage, 

Too rashly braved, becomes its own accomplishment. 
Then let us go— but whither ? My old head 
As little knows where it shall lie to-night, 

As yonder mutineers that left their oflBcer, 

As reckless of his quarters as these billows, 

That leave the withered sea-weed on the beach, 

And care not where they pile it. 

Que. 'i’hink not for that, good friend. We are in 
Scotland, 

And if it is not varied from its wont, 

Each cot, that sends a curl of smoke to heaven, 

Will yield a stranger quarters for the night, 

Simply because he needs them. 

Ser. But are there none within an easy walk 
Grive lodgings here for hire ? for I have left 
Some of the Don’s piastres, (though I kept 
The secret from yon gulls,) and I had rather 
Pay the Mr reckoning I can well afford, 

And my host takes with pleasure, than I ’d cumber 
Some poor man’s roof with me and all my wants, 
And tax his charity beyond discretion. 

Que. Some six miles hence there is a town and 
hostelry — 

But you are wayworn, and it is most likely 
Our comrades must have fill’d it. 

Ser. Out upon them !— 

Ti’ere there a friendly mastiff who would lend me 


Enter Isabel MacLellan, a girl of dbovi six gears old^ 
hearing a milk-pail on herlimd; she stops on seeing the 
Sergeant and Quentin. 

Que. There’s something in her look that doth re- 
mind me — 

But ’tis not wonder I find recollections 

In all that here I look on. — Pretty maid 

Ser. You ’re slow, and hesitate. I will be spokes- 
man. — ■ ■ ' . . 

Good even, my pretty maiden — canst thou tell us, 

Is there a Christian house would render strangers. 
For love or guerdon, a night’s meal and lodging 1 
ISA. Full surely, sir ; we dwell in yon old house 
Upon the cliff— they call it Chapeldonan. 

[Points to the huilding^ 

Our house is large enough, and if our supper 
Chance to be scant, you shall have half of mine. 

For, as I think, sir, you have been a soldier. 

Up yonder lies our house ; I T1 trip before, 

And tell my mother she has guests a-coming j 
I The path is something steep, but you shall see 
I T1 be there first. I must chain up the dogs, too ; 
Nimrod and Bloodylass are cross to strangers, 

But gentle when you know them. 

and is seen partially ascending to the 
Castle, 

Ser. You have spoke 

Your country folk aright, both for the dogs 
And for the people. — We had luck to light 
On one too young for cunning and for selfishness. — 
He ’s in a reverie — a deep one sure. 

Since the gibe on his country wakes him not. — 
Bestir thee, Quentin 1 

Que. ’Twas a wondrous likeness. 

Ser. Likeness ! of whom ? ITl warrant thee of one 
Whom thou hast loved and lost. Such fantasies 
Live long in brains like thine, which fashion visions 
Of woe and death when they are cross’d in love. 

As most men are or have been. 

Que. Thy guess hath touch’d me, though it is but 
slightly, 

’Mongst other woes : I knew, in former days, 

A maid that view’d me wth some glance of favour; 
But ray fate carried me to other shores, 

And she has since been wedded. I did think on ’t 
But as a bubble burst, a rainbow vanisli’d ; 


i MS.—” Gallant and grim, may be but ilbinstracted. 
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It adds no deeper shade to the dark gloom Joy in yotir joy, though he himself is sad. 

Wliich chills the springs of hope and life •within me. Brown hair, and downcast looks. 

Our guide hath got a trick of voice and feature Mar. {alarmed,) *Tis but an idle thought-— it can- 

Like to the maid I spoke of— that is all. not be ! [Lidem. 

jSeb. She bounds before us like a gamesome doe, I hear his accents— It is all too true — 

Or rather as the rock-bred eaglet soars My terrors were prophetic ! 

Up to her nest, as if she rose by will 1 11 compose myself. 

Without an effort. Now a Netherlander, And then accost him firmly. Thus it must be. 

One of our Frogland Mends, viewing the scene, rdires Mstilp inio Jbttvn 

Would take his oath that tower, and rock, and maiden, [ The voices of the Sergeant and Qtfejstih are 

Were forms too light and lofty to be real, heard ascending heMnd the Seems, 

And only some delusion of the fancy, Que. One effort more— we stand upon the level. 

Such as men dream at sunset. I myself I \e seen thee work thee up glacis and cavalier 

Have kept the level ground so many years, Steeper than this ascent, when cannon, eulverine, 

I have wellnigh forgot the art to climb. Musket, and hackbut, shower’d their shot upon theo. 

Unless assisted by tliy younger arm. And form’d, -with ceaseless blaze, a fiery garland 

[Theg go off as if to ascend to the Tbirer, the Bound the defences of the post you storm’d. 

Sergeant leaning upon Quentin. Stagey and at the same imie 

Marion re-enters from the Tomer, 

See- Truly thou speak’st. I am the tardier, 
SCENE II ^ climbing hither, miss the fire. 

Which wont to tell me there w^as death in loitering. — ^ 
IScene changes to the Frmit of ilve Old Tomer. Isabel Here stands, methinks, our hostess. 
comes forward icith her Mother, — Marion speaking \^He goes forward to address Marion. Quen- 

as they advance, tin, struck on seeing her, keeps hack, 

Ser. Kind dame, yon little lass hath brought you 
Mar. I blame thee not, my child, for bidding wan- strangers, 

derers Willing to be a trouble, not a charge to you. 

Come share our food and shelter, if thy father We are disbanded soldiers, but have means 

Were here to welcome them ; but, Isabel, Ample enough to pay our journey homeward. 

He waits upon his lord at Auchindrane, Mar. We keep no house of general entertainment, 

And comes not home to-night. But know onr duty, sir, to locks like yours, 

Isa. AVhat then, niy mother? Whiten’d and thinn’d by many a long campaign. 

The travellers do not ask to see my father ; 111 chances that my husband should be absent— 

Food, shelter, rest, is all the poor men want, (Apart.) — Courage alone can make me struggle 

And we can give them these without my father. through it— 

Mar. Thou canst not understand, nor I explain, For in your comrade, though he hath forgot me, 

Why a lone female asks not visitants I spy a friend whom I have known in school-days. 

What time her husband ’s absent.— (Apart.) My poor And whom I think MacLellan well remembers. 

child, [^he goes up to QuExVTIn. 

And if thou ’rt wedded to a jealous husband, Tou see a woman’s memory 

Thou ’It know too soon the cause. Is faithfuller than yours ; for Quentin Blane 

Isa. (partly overheaiing what her mother says.) Ay, Hath not a greeting left for Marion Harkness. 

hut I know already— Jealousy Que, (with effort.) I seek, indeed, my native land. 

Is, when my father chides, and you sit weeping. good Marion, 

Mar. Out, little spy ! thy father never chides ; But seek it like a stranger.— All is changed, 

Or, if he does, ’tis when his wife deserves it.- — And thou thyself — 

But to our strangers ; they are old men, Isabel, Mar. You left a giddy maiden, 

That seek this shelter ? are they not ? And find, on your return, a -wife and mother. 

Isa. One is old — Tliine old acquaintance, Quentin, is my mate — - 

Old as this tower of ours, and worn like that, Stout Niel MacLellan, ranger to our lord, 

Bearing deep marks of battles long since fought. The Knight of Auchindrane. He ’s absent now. 

Mar. Some remnant of the wars ; he ’s welcome, But will rejoice to see his former comrade, 
surely, If; as' I trust, you tarry his return. 

Bringing no quality along with him (Apart.) Heaven grant he understand my word? by 

Wliich can alarm suspicion. — Well, the other ? contraries I 

Tsa. A young man, gentle-voiced and gentle-eyed. He must remember Niel and he w'ere rivals ; 

Who looks and speaks like one the world has frown’d He must remember Niel and he were foes ; 

on ; He must remember Niel is warm of temper, 

But smiles wdien you smile, seeming that he feels And think, instead of welcome, I would blithely 


SCOTT’S POETICAL WORKS. 


782 

Bid bim, God speed you. But Be is as simple 
And void of guile as ever. 

Quk. Harion, I gladly rest vsdthm your cottage, 
And gladly wait return of Niel MacLellan, 

To clasp his hand, and wish him happiness. 

Some rising feelings might perhaps prevent this— 
But ^tis a peevish part to grudge our friends 
Their share of fortune because we have miss’d it ; 

I can wish others joy and happiness, 

Though I must ne’er partake them. 

Mar. But if it grieve you — 

Que. No I do not fear. The brightest gleams of 
hope 

That shine on me are such as are reflected 
From those which shine on others. 

[27ie Sergeant and QuEjiTiN Cfiter the Toiver 
with the little Girl. 

Mar. [comes forward^ and sj[^xiks in atjitaUon.) Even 
so I tbe simple youth has miss’d my meaning. 

I shame to make it plainer, or to say, 

In one brief word, Pass on—Heaven guide the bark, 
For we are on the breakers ! \_Ejdt into the Tower. 


A tmihdramng Apartment in Castle of AtK^indram. 

Served pirn a TaMe^ wi& a Flask of Wim and 

Enter Mure of Auchindrane, vM, Albert Gifford, 
Im Rektion and Visitor, They place Omvmlvea by 
the Table after some compUmeniary ceremony. At 
some distance is heard the noise of r&velliny, 

Aucii. We Te better placed for confidential talk, 
Than in the hall fill’d with disbanded soldiers, 

And fools and fiddlers gather’d on the highway, — 
The worthy guests whom Philip crowds my hall with, 
And with them spends his evening. 

GiP. But think you not, my friend, that your son 
Philip 

Should be participant of these our councils. 

Being so deeply mingled in the danger — 

Your house’s only heir — your only son 1 
Auch. Kind cousin Gifford, if thou lack’st good 
counsel 

At race, at cockpit, or at gambling table, 

Or any freak by which men cheat themselves 
As well of life, as of the means to live, 

Call for assistance upon Philip Mure ; 

But in all serious parley spare invoking him. 

Gif. You speak too lightly of my cousin Philip ; 
All name Mm brave in arms, 

Auch. A second Bevis ; 

But I, my youth bred up in graver fashions, 

Mourn o’er the mode of life in which he spends, 


Or rather dissipates, his time and substance. 

No vagabond escapes his search — The soldier 
Spurn’d from the service, henceforth to be ruffian 
Upon his own account, is Philip’s comrade ; 

The fiddler, whose crack’d crowd has still three strings 
on’t; 

The balladeer, whose voice has still two notes left ; 
Whate’er is roguish and whate’er is vile, 

Are welcome to the board of Auchindrane, 

And Philip will return them shout for shout, 

And pledge for jovial pledge, and song for song, 

Until the shamefaced sun peep at our window’s, 

And ask, What have we here 1” 

Gif, You take such revel deeply— we are Scots- 
.men, ■ 

Far known for rustic hospitality, 

That mind not birth or titles in our guests ; 

The harper has his seat beside our hearth, 

The wanderer must find comfort at our board, 

His name unask’d, his pedigree unknown ; 

So did our ancestors, and so must we. 

Auch. All this is freely granted, worthy kinsman ; 
And prithee do not think me churl enough 
To count how many sit beneath my salt. 

I ’ve wealth enough to fill my father’s hall 
Each day at noon, and feed the guests who crowd it ^ 
I am near mate with those whom men call Lord, 
Though a rude western knight. But mark me, cou- 
sin, 

Although I feed wayfaring vagabonds, 

I make them not my comrades. Such as I, 

Who have advanced the fortunes of my line, 

And swell’d a baron’s turret to a palace, 

Have oft the curse awaiting on our thrift, 

To see, while yet we live, the things which must be 
At our decease — the downfall of our family, 

The loss of land and lordship, name and knighthood 
The wreck of the fair fabric we have built, 

By a degenerate heir. Philip has that 
Of inborn meann^'ss in him, that he loves not 
The company of betters, nor of equals ; 

Never at ease, unless ho bears the bell. 

And crows the loudest in the company. 

He ’s mesh’d, too, in the snares of every female 
AVho deigns to east a passing glance on him — 
Licentious, disrespectful, rash, and profligate. 

Gif. Come, my good coz, think we too have been 
young, 

And I will swear that in your father’s lifetime 
You have yourself been trapp’d by toys like these*. 

Auch. A fool I may have been — but not a madmati j 
I never play’d the rake among my follow’ers, 
Pursuing this man’s sister, that man’s wife ; 

And therefore never saw I man of mine, 

When summon’d to obey ray best, grow restive, 

Talk of his honour, of his peace destroy’d, 

And, while obeying, mutter threats of vengeance. 

But now the humour of an idle youth, 

Disgusting trusted followers, sworn dependei,it 3 , 

Plays football with his honour and my safely. 


ACT IL— SCENE L 
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Be we[wkm 


Grp. Fm sorry to fed discord in your house, 

For I had hoped, while bringing you cold news. 

To find you arm’d in union ’gainst the danger. 

Auch. What can man speak that I would shrink to 
hear. 

And where the danger I would deign to shun 1 

[He rises. 

What should appal a man inured to perils, 
lake the bold climber on the crags of Ailsa? I 

Winds whistle past him, billows rage below, ! 

The sea-fowl sweep around, with shriek and clang, ' 
One single slip, one unadvised pace, 

One qualm of giddiness — and peace be with him I 
But he whose grasp is sure, whose step is firm, 

Whose brain is constant — he makes one proud rock 
The means to scale another, till he stand 
Triumphant on the peak. 

Gif. And so I trust 

Thou wilt surmount the danger now approaching, 
Which scarcely can I frame my tongue to tell you, 
Though I rode here on purpose. 

Axjch. Cousin, I think thy heart was never cow'ard. 
And strange it seems thy tongue should take such 
semblance. 

I ’ve heard of many a loud-mouth’d, noisy braggart, 
Whose hand gave feeble sanction to his tongue ; 

But thou art one whoso heart can think bold things, 
"Whose hand can act them — but w'ho shrinks to speak 
theml 

Gif. And if I speak them not, ’tis that I shame 
To tell thee of the calumnies that load thee. 

Things loudly spoken at the city Cross — 

Things closely whisper’d in our Sovereign’s ear — 
Things which the plumed lord and flat-eapp’d citizen 
Do circulate amid their different ranks— 

Things false, no doubt ; but, falsehoods while I deem 
them, 

Still honouring thee, I shun the odious topic. 

AUCH. Shun it not, cousin; ’tis a friend’s best 
office 

To bring "the news we hear unwillingly. 

The sentinel, who tells the foe’s approach, 

And wakes the sleeping camp, does but his duty: 

Be thou as bold in telling me of danger. 

As I shall be in facing danger told of. 

Gif. I need not bid thee recollect the death-feud 
That raged so long betwixt thy house and Cassilis; 

I need not bid thee recollect the league, 

When royal James himself stood mediator 
Between thee and Earl Gilbert. 

AucH. Call you these news? — ^You might as well 
have told me 

That old King Coil is dead, and graved at Kylesfeld 
I ’ll help thee out~King James commanded us 
Henceforth to live in peace, made us clasp hands too. 
O, sir, when such an union hath been made, 

In heart and hand conjoining mortal foes, 

Under a monarch’s royal mediation, 

The league is not forgotten. And with this 
What is there to he told? The king commanded — 


Go speak of ghosts to children I — ^Thls Earl Gilbert 
(God sain Mm) loved Heaven’s peace as well as I did^ 
And we were wondrous friends whene’er we met 
At church or market, or in burrows town. 

Midst this, our good Lord Gilbert, Earl of Cassilis, 
Takes purpose he would journey forth to Edinburgh, 
The ]^ng was doling gifts of abbey-lands, 

Good things that thrifty house was wont to fish for. 
Our mighty Earl forsakes his sea-wash’d castle, 
Passes our borders some four miles from hence ; 

And, holding it unwholesome to be fasters 
Long after sunrise, lo I The Earl and train 
Dismount, to rest their nags and eat their breakfast. 
The morning rose, the small birds caroll’d sweetly — 
The corks w'ere drawn, the pasty brooks incision — 
His lordship jests, his train are choked with laughter 
When, — wondrous change of cheer, and most unlook’ 


Strange epilogue to bottle and to baked meat ! — 
Flash’d from the greenwood half a score of carabines 
And the good Earl of Cassilis, in his breaktast, 

Had nooning, dinner, supper, all at once, 

Even in the morning that he closed his journey ; 

And the grim sexton, for his chamberlain. 

Made him the bed which rests the head for ever. 

Gif. Told -with much spirit, cousin— some there are 
Would add, and in a tone resembling triumph. 

And would that with these long establish’d facts 
My talc began and ended ! I must tell you, 

That evil-deeming censures of the events, 

Both at the time and now, throw blame on thee— 
Time, place, and circumstance, they say, proclaim thee, 
Alike, the author of that morning’s ambush. 

AtrcH. Ay, ’tis an old belief in Garrick hero, 

Where natives do not always die in bed. 

That if a Kennedy shall not attain 
Methuselah’s last span, a Mure has slain him. 

Sufth is the general creed of all their clan. 

Thank Heaven, that they ’re bound to prove the charge 
They are so prompt in making. They have clamour’d 
Enough of this before, to show their malice. 

But what said these coward pickthanks when I came 
Before the King, before the Justicers, 

Rebutting all their calumnies, and daring them 
To show that I knew aught of Cassilis’ journey — 
WMch way he meant to travel — where to halt — 
Without which knowledge I possess’d no means 
To dress an ambush for him? Did I not 
Defy the assembled clan of Kennedys 
To show, by proof direct or inferential, 

Wherefore they slander’d me with this foul charge! 


There is no terror, CasiSius, iu vour threats.” 

SHAKBI’IC \rb. 
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Hy gauntlet rung before them in the court, Gif. Our sage pririce 

Aiid I did dare tie best of tbem to lift it, Resents, it may be, less tlie death of Oassilia, 

And prove such charge a true one — Did I not 1 Than he is angry that the feud should burn, 

Gif. I saw your gauntlet lie before the Kennedys, After his royal voice had said, Be quench’d ; ’’ 

Who look’d on it as men do on an adder, Thus urging prosecution less for slaughter, 

Longing to crush, and yet afraid to grasp it. Than that, being done against the King’s command, 

Kot an eye sparkled— not a foot advanced— Treason is mix’d with homicide. 

No arm was stretch’d to lift the fatal symbol, AtrcH, Ha! ha! most true, my cousin. 

AucH. Then, wherefore do the Hidings murmur Why, well consider’d, ’tis a crime so great 
now ? To slay one’s enemy, the King forbidding it. 

Wish they to see again, how one bold Mure Like parricide, it should be held impossible. 

Clan baffle and defy their assembled valour 1 ’Tis just as if a wretch retain’d the evil, 

Gif. No ; but they speak of evidence suppress’d. When the King’s touch had bid the sores be heal’d j 
Auck. Suppress’d ! — ^wbat evidence ?— by whom And such a crime merits the stake at lea^t. 
suppress’d? What! can there be within a Scottish bosom 

What Will-o’-Wisp — what idiot of a witness, A feud so deadly, that it kept its ground 

Is he to whom they trace an empty voice. When the King said, Be friends! It is not credible. 

But cannot show his person? Were I King James, I never would believe it : 

Gif. They pretend, I ’d rather think the story all a dream, 

With the King’s leave, to bring it to a trial ; And tliut there was no friendship, feud, nor journey, 

‘Averring that a lad, named Quentin Blane, No halt, no ambush, and no Earl of CassiHs, 

Brought thee a letter from the murder’d Earl, Than dream anointed Majesty has wrong! — 

With friendly greetings, telling of his journey, GlF. Speak within door, coz. 

The hour which he set forth, the place he halted at Auch. O, true — {aside) — I shall betray myseli' 

Affording thee the means to form the ambush, Even to this half-bred fool. — I must have room, 

Of which your hatred made the application. Room for an instant, or I suffocate. — 

Auch. A prudent Earl, indeed, if such his practice. Cousin, I prithee call our Philip hither — 

When dealing with a recent enemy ! Forgive me ; ’twere more meet I summon’d him 

And what should he propose hy such strange confi- Myself ; but then the sight of yonder revel 

toce ^ . Would chafe my blood, and 1 have need of coolness. 

In one who sor^ht it not? .. itV ^ understand thee — vrill bring him straight. 

Gif. His purposes were kindly, say the Kennedys— . ‘ 

Desiring you would meet him where he halted, Auch. And if thou dost, he ’s lost his ancient trick 

Offering to undertake whate’er commisrions To fathom, as he wont, his five-pint flagons. — 

You listed trust him with, for court or city: This space is mine — O for the power to fill it, 

And, thus apprised of CassiHs’ purposed journey. Instead of senseless rage and empty curses, 

And of his halting place, you placed the ambush. With the dark spell which witches learn from fiends, 

Prepared the homicides That smites the object of their hate afar, 

Auch. They ’re free to say their pleasure. They are Nor leaves a token of its mystic action. 

Stealing the soul from out the unscathed body, 

Of the new court— and I am but a fragment As lightning melts the blade, nor harms i^he scah- 

Of stout old Morton’s faction. It is reason bard ! 

That such as I be rooted from the earth — ’Tis vain to wish for it— Each curse of mine 

That they may have full room to spread their branches. Palls to the ground as harmless as the arrows 
No doubt, ’tis easy to find strolling vagrants Which children shoot at stars ! The time for thought, 

To prove whate’er they prompt. This Quentin Blane— If thought could aught avail me, melts away, 

Did you not call him so ?— why comes he now? Like to a snowball in a schoolboy’s hand, 

And wherefore not before? This must be answer’d That melts the faster the more close he grasps it!— 
— {ahrupUy ) — If I had time, this Scottish Solomon, 

Where is he now ? Whom some call son of David the Musician, ^ 

GiP. Abroad— they say— kidnapp’d, Might find it perilous work to march to Carriek. 

By you kidnapp’d, that he might die in Flanders. There ’s many a feud still slumbering in its ashes, 

But orders have been sent for his discharge. Whose embers are yet red. Nobles we have. 

And his transmission hither. Stout as old Graysteel, and as hot as Bothwell ; 
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Where nectar ’s plenty, or even water ’s scare% 

And filtered to the parched crew by dropsfulL 
Auch. Thou ’rt mad, son Philip ! — Gifford ^s no in 
trader, 

That we should rid him hence by such wild rants : 
My hinsman hither rode at his own danger, 

To tell us that Dunbar is hasting to us. 

With a strong force, and with the King’s commission, 
To enforce against our house a hateful charge, 

With every measure of extremity. 

Phi. And is this all that our good cousin tells 
■ ■ ■ ■ usi 

I can say more, thanks to the ragged regiment, 

With whose good company you have upbraided me, 
On whose authority, 1 tell thee, cousin, 

Dunbar is here already. 

Gif. Already ! 

Phi. Yes, gentle coz. And you, my sire, he hasty 
In what you think to do. 

Axick. I think thou darest not jest on such a subject. 
Where hadst thou these ihll tidings ? 

Phi. 'Where you, too, might have beard them, noble 
father, 

Save that your eara, nail’d to our kinsman’s lips, 
Would list no coarser accents. 0, my soldiers. 

My merry crew of vagabonds, for ever ! 

Scum of the Netherlands, and wash’d ashore 
Upon this coast like unregarded sea-weed, 

They had not been tw'o hours on Scottish land, 
When, lo ! they met a military Mend, 

An ancient fourier, known to them of old. 

Who, warm’d by certain stoups of searching wine, 
Inform’d his old companions that Dunbar 
Left Glasgow yesterday, comes here to-morrow ; 
Himself, he said, was sent a spy before, 

To view what preparations we were making. 

Ahch. (io GiP.) If this be sooth, good kinsman, thou 
must claim 

To take a part with us for life and death, 

Or speed ffrom hence, and leave us to our fortune. 
Gif. In such dilemma, 

Believe me, friend, 1 ’d choose upon the instant-^ 

But I lack harness, and a steed to charge on, 

For mine is overtired, and, save my page, 

There ’s not a man to back me. But 1 ’ll hie 
To Kyle, and rmse my vassals to your aid. 

Phi. ’Twill be when the rats, 

That on these tidings fly tliis house of ours. 

Gome back to pay their rents. — (Apari.) 

Auch. Courage, cousin — 

Thou goest not hence ill mounted for thy need ; 

Full forty coursers feed in my wide stalls, 

The best of them is yours to speed your journey. 

Phi. Stand not on ceremony, good our cousin, 
When safety signs, to shorten courtesy. 

Gif. (to Auch.) Farewell, then cousin, for ray tar 
rying here 

Were ruin to myself, small aid to yon ; 

Yet loving well your name and family, 

1 ’d fain 

a n 


’ jS»2tor GiFPoau. 

I heard you name ! 

The King, my kinsman ; know, he comes not hither. 
Auch. {affecting indifference J) Nay, then we need not 
broach our barrels, cousin. 

Nor purchase us new jerkins. — Comes not Philip? 

Gif. Yes, sir. He tarries but to drink a service 
To his good friends at parting. 

Auch. Friends for the beadle or the sheriff-officer. 
Well, let it pass. Who comes, and how attended, 
Since James designs not westward? 

Gif. 0 you shall have, instead, his fiery functionary, 
George Home that was, but now Dunbar’s great Earl ; 
Pie leads a royal host, and comes to show you 
How he distributes justice on the Border, 

Where judge and hangman oft reverse their office, 
And the noose does its work before the sentence. 

But I have said my tidings best and worst. 

None but yourself can know what course the time 
And peril may demand. To lift your banner, 

If I might be a judge, were desperate game : 

Ireland and Galloway offer you convenience 
For flight, if flight be thought the better remedy ; 

To face the court requires the consciousness 
And confidence of innocence. You alone 
Can judge if you possess these attributes. 

I A noise behind the scenes, 
Auch. Philip, I think, has broken up his revels ; 
His ragged regiment are dispersing them, 

Well liquor’d, doubtless. They ’re disbanded soldiers, 
Or some such vagabonds.— Here comes the gallant. 

IJUfder Philip. He has abuff-cocU a?id head- 
piece^ tcears a sword a7id dagger, with pistols 
at his girdle. He appears to be affected by 
liquor, bid to he by 7w means intoxicated. 
Auch. You scarce have been made known to one 
another. 

Although you sate together at the board. — 

Son Philip, know and prize our cousin Gifford, 

Phi. {tastes the wine on the table.) If you had prized 
him, sir, you had been loth 
To have welcomed him in bastard Alicant : 

’ll make amends, by pledging his good journey 
In glorious Burgundy. — The stirrup-cup, ho I 
And bring my cousin’s horses to the court. 

Auch. {draws him aside.) The stirrup-cup! He 
doth not ride to-night — 

Shame on such churlish conduct to a kinsman I 
Phi. {aside to his father.) I ’ve news of pressing im- 
port. 

Send the fool off. — Stay, I will start him for you. 

( 7b Gif.) Yes, my kind cousin, Burgundy is better’, 
On a night-ride, to those wdio thread our moors. 

And we may deal it freely to our friends, 

For we came freely by it. Yonder ocean 
Rolls many a purple cask upon our shore, 

Rough with embossed shells and shagged sea-weed, 
When the good sldpper and his careful crew 
Have had their latest earthly draught of brine. 

And gone to quench, or to endure their thirst, 
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MS.—" In the old tover where Kiel Macliellim dwells. 
And therefore laugh no more,’^ &c. 


2 MS. — “ And we are then in his power. 

3 MS.— He ’s in our power to night.'' 
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Preach’d on by Knox, and practised by Glencsdm ; ^ 
Respectable, indeed, but somewhat musty 
In these our modern nostrils. In our days, 

If a young baron chance to leave his vassal 
The sole possessor of a handsome wife, 

Tis sign he loves his follower ; and, if not, 

He loves his follower’s wife, which often proves 
The surer bond of patronage. Take either case : 
Favour flows in of coume, and vassals rise. 

Auch. Philip, this is infamous, 

And, what is worse, impolitic. Take example ; 

Break not God’s laws or man’s for each temptation 
That youth and blood suggest. I am a man — 

A weak and erring man ; — full well thou know’st 
That I may hardly term myself a pattern 
Even to my son ; — yet thus far will I say, 

I never swerved from ray integrity, 

Save at the voice of strong necessity, 

Or such o’erpowering view of high advantage 
As wise men liken to necessity. 

In strength and force compulsive. No one saw me 
Exchange my reputation for my pleasure, 

Or do the Devil’s work without his wages. 

I practised prudence, and paid tax to virtue, 

By following her behests, save where strong reason 
CompeU’d a deviation. Then, if preachers 
At times look’d sour, or elders shook their heads, 
They could not term my walk irregular ; 

For I stood up still for the worthy cause, 

A pillar, though a flaw’d one, of the altar, 

Kept a strict walk, and led three hundred horse. 

Phi, Ah, these three hundred horse in such rough 
times 

Were better commendation to a party 
Than all your efforts at hypoei'isy, 

Betray’d so oft by avarice and ambition, 

And dragg’d to open shame. But, righteous father, 
When sire and son unite in mutual crime, 

And join their efforts to the same enormity, 

It is no time to measure other’s faults, 

Or fix the amount of each. Most moral father, 
Think if it be a moment now to weigh 
The vices of the Heir of Auchiiidrane, 

Or take precaution that the ancient house 
Shall have another heir than the sly courtier 
That ’s gaping for the forfeiture. 

AucH. We ’ll disappoint him, Philip, — 

We’ll disappoint him yet. It is a folly, 

A wilful cheat, to cast our eyes behind, 

When time, and the fast flitting opportunity, 

Call loudly, nay, compel us to look forward : 


Why are we not already at MacLellan’s, 

Since there the victim sleeps I 
Phi. Nay, soft, I pray thee 

I had not made your piety my confessor. 

Nor enter’d in debate on time sage councils. 

Which you ’re more like to give than I to profit by, 
Could I have used the time more usefully ; 

But first an interval must pass between 
The of Quentin and the little artifice 
That shall detach him from his comrade, 

The stout old soldier that I told you of. 

Auch. How work a point so difficult—so dangerous ! 
Phi. ’Tis cared for. Mark, my father, the conve- 
■■' nience ■ ■■ , , 

Arising from mean company. My agents 
Are at my hand, like a good workman’s tools, 

And if I mean a mischief, ten to one 
That they anticipate the deed and guilt. 

Well knowing this, when first the vagrant’s tattle 
Gave me the hint that Quentin was so near us. 
Instant I sent MacLellan, with strong charges 
To stop him for the night, and bring me word, 
like an accomplish’d spy, how all things stood. 
Lulling the enemy into secmity. 

Auch. There was a prudent general ! 

Phi. MacLellan went and came within the hour. 
The jealous bee, which buzzes in his nightcap, 

Had humm’d to him, this fellow, Quentin Blano, 

Had been in schoolboy days an humble lover 
Of his own pretty wife — 

Auch. Most fortunate 1 

The knave will be more prompt to serve our purpose. 
Phi. No doubt on ’t. ’Mid the tidings he brought 
back 

Was one of some importance. The old man 
Is flush of dollars ; this I caused him tell 
Among his comrades, who became as eager 
To have him in their company, as e’er 
They had been wild to part with him. And in brief 
space, ' . ' ' " 

A letter ’s framed by an old hand amongst them. 
Familiar with such feats. It bore the name 
And character of old Montgomery, 

Whom he might well suppose at no great distance, 
Commanding his old Sergeant Hildebrand, 

By all the ties of late authority, 

Conjuring him by ancient soldiership, 

I To hasten to his mansion instantly, 

On business of high import, with a charge 
To come alone-— [lows? 

Auch. Well, he sets out, I doubt it not, — what fol- 


2 Alexander, fifth Earl of Glencaim, for distinction called 
““ The Good Earl,” was among the first of the peers of Sent- 
land who concurred in the Reformation, in aid of which he 
acted a conspicuous part. In the employment both of his sw*»rd 
and pen. In a remonstrance with the Queen Regent, he told 
if she violated the engagements which she had 


a satirical poem against the Roman Catholics, entitled “ The 
Hermit of Allareit,” {LorettoO-*See Sibbald’s Chroivlde qf 
Scottish Ppelr,v,’~^T-iQ assisted the Reformers with his sword, 
when they took arms at Perth, in 1559; had a principal com- 
mand in the army embodied against Queen Mary, in June 
1507 ; and demolished the altar, broke the images, tore down 
the pictures, &c., iu theCliapel-ro)\al of Holyrondh->use, after 
the Queen was conducted to Lochlovea, He died iu 1674. 


her, that 

C'uno under to her subjects, they would consider themselves 

He was author of 


absolved from their allegiance to her. 
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I am not curfous into others’' praetircSj — PTis true, he hatii the deepest share in ail 

So far I an economist in guilt, I That ’s likely now to hap, or which has happen’d. 


As you my sire advise. But on the road 
To old Montgomeiy’s he meets his comrades, 

They nourish grudge against him and his dollars, 

And things may hap, which counsel, learnM in law, 
Call Eobhery and Murder. Should he live, 

He has seen nought that we would hide from him. 
Auch. Who carries the forged letter to the veteran ? 
Phi. "Why, Kiel MacLellan, who, return’d again 
To his own tower, as if to pass the night there. 

They pass’d on him, or tried to pass, a story, 

As if they wish’d the sergeant’s company. 

Without the young comptroller’s — that is Quentin’s, 
And he became an agent of their plot, 

That he might better carry on our own. 

Auch. There ’s life in it-— yes, there is life in ’t ; 
And we will have a mounted party ready 
To scour the moors in quest of the banditti 
That kill’d the poor old man— they shall die instantly. 
Dunbar shall see us use sharp justice here, 

As well as he in Teviotdale. You are sure 
You gave no hint nor impulse to their purpose ? 

Phi. It needed not. The whole pack oped at once 
Upon the scent of dollars. — But time comes 
When I must seek the tower, and act with Niel 
What farther ’s to be done. 

Auch. Alone with him thou goest not. He bears 
grudge— 

Thou art my only son, and on a night 
When such wild passions are so free abroad, ' 

When such wild deeds aie doing, ’tss but natural 
I guarantee thy safety. — ’ll ride with thee. 

Phi. E’en as you will, my lord. But, pardon me, — 
If you will come, let us not have a word 
Of conscience, and of pity, and forgiveness ; 

Pine words to-morrow, out of place to-night. 

Take counsel then, leave all this work to me; 

Call up your household, make fit preparation. 

In love and peace, to welcome this Earl Justiciar, 

As one that ’s free of guilt. Go, deck the castle 
As for an honour’d guest. Plallow the chapel 
(If they have power to hallow it) with thy prayers. 
Let me ride forth alone, and ere the sun 
Comes o’er the eastern hill, thou shalt accost him : 

Now do thy worst, thou oft-retuming spy. 

Here ’s nought thou canst discover.” 

Auch. Yet goest thou not alone with that Mac- 
Lellan! 

He deems thou bearest will to injure liim, 

And seek’st occasion suiting to such will. 

Philip, thou art irreverent, fierce, ill-nurtured, 

Stain’d with low vices, which disgust a father; 

Tet ridest thou not alone with yonder man, — 

Come weal come woe, myself will go vrith thee. 

[Ewity and eaUs to horse behind the seem. 
Phi. {alone.) Now would I give my fleetest horse to 
know 

What sudden thought roused this paternal care, 

And if ’tis on his own account or mine ; 


Yet strong through Nature’s universal reign. 

The link which hinds the parent to the oflspring : 

The she- wolf knows it, and the tigress owns it. 

So that dark man, who, shunning what is vicious, 
.Ne’er turn’d aside from an atrocity. 

Hath still some care left for his hapless ofispring. 
Therefore ’tis meet, though wayward, light, and stub- 
born, 

That I should do for him all that a son 
Can do for sire — and his dark wisdom join’d 
To influence my bold courses, ’twill be hard 
To break onr mutual purpose. — Hordes there ^ 

[ /iWi, 


ACT IIL-SCENE I. 

It is moonlii/M. The scene is the Beach beneath the 
Tower ivliich teas exhibited m the Jlrst scene^ — the res- 
sel is gone from her anchorage. Auchlvdhane and 
Philip, «s if dismounted from their horses^ come for- 
ward cautiously. 

Phi. The nags are safely stow’d. Their noise might 
scare him; 

Let them be s^fe, and ready when we need them, 

The business is but short. Wo ’ll call Macljellan, 

To wake him, and in quiet bring him forth, 

If he be so disposed, for here are waters 
Enough to drown, and sand enough to cover him. 

But if he hesitate, or fear to meet us. 

By heaven I ’ll deal on him in Chapeldonan 
With my own hand ! — 

Auch. Too furious boy! — alarm or noise undoes us, 
Our practice must be silent as ’tis sudden. 

Bethink thee that conviction of this slaughter 
Confirms the very worst of accusations 
Our foes can bring against us. Wherefore should we. 
Who by our birth and fortune mate with nobks, 

And are allied with them, take this lad’s life, — 

His peasant life, — ^unless to quash his evidence, 
Taliing such pains to rid him from the world. 

Who would, if spared, have fix’d a crime upon us ? 

Phi. Well, I do own me one of those wise folks, 
Who think that when a deed of fate is j^lann'd, 

The execution cannot be too rapid. 

But do we still keep purpose 1 Is ’t determined 
He sails for Ireland — and without a wherry % 

Salt water is his passport — is it not so ? 

Auch. I would it could he otherwise. 

Might he not go there while in life and limb. 

And breathe Ms span out in another air * 

Many seek Ulster never to return — 

Why might this wretched youth not harbour there 1 
Phi. With all my heart, ft is small honour to me 
To be the agent in a work like this. — 

Yet this poor caitiff, having thrust himself 
Into the secrets of a noble house. 
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And twined himself so closely with oitr safety, 

That we must perish, or that he must die, 

I Tl hesitate as little on the action, 

As I would do to slay the animal 

Whose flesh supplies my dinner. ’Tis as harmless, 

That deer or steer, as is this Quentin Blane, 

jA.nd not more necessary is its death 

To our accommodation— so we slay it 

■Without a moment’s pause or hesitation. 

Auch. ’Tis not, my son, the feeling call’d remorse, 
That now lies tugging at this heart of mine, 
Engendering thoughts that stop the lifted hand. 

Have X not heard J ohn Knox pour forth his thunders 
Against the oppressor and the man of blood. 

In accents of a minister of vengeance 1 
Were not his fiery eyeballs turn’d on me, 

As if he said expressly, Thou ’rt the man 2” 

Yet did my solid purpose, as I listen’d, 

Remain unshaken as that massive rock. 

Phi. Well, then, I ’ll understand ’tis not remorse, — 
As ’tis a foible little known to thee, — 

That interrupts thy purpose. What, then, is it ? 

Is ’t scorn, or is ’t compassion 2 One thing ’s certain, 
Either the feeling must have free indulgence, 

Or fully be subjected to your reason — 

There is no room for these same treacherous courses, 
Which men call moderate measures. 

We must confide in Quentin, or must slay him. 

Auch. In Ireland he might live afar from us. 

Phi. Among Queen Mary’s faithful partisans. 

Your ancient enemies, the haughty Hamiltons, 

The stern MacDonnells, the resentful Graemes — 
With these around him, and with Cassilis’ death 
Exasperating them against you, think, my father, 
What chance of Quentin’s silence. 

Auch. Too true— too true. He is a silly youth, 
too. 

Who had not wit to shift for his own living— 

A bashful lover, whom his rivals laugh’d at — 

Of pliant temper, which companions play’d on — 

A moonlight waker, and a noontide dreamer— 

A torturer of phrases into sonnets, — 

Whom all might lead that chose to praise his rhjunes. 

Phi. I marvel that your memory has room 
To hold so much on such a worthless subject. 

Auch. Base in himself, and yet so strangely link’d 
With me and with my fortunes, that I ’ve studied 
To read him through and through, as I would read 
Son e paltry rhyme of vulgar prophecy, 

Said to contain the fortunes of my house ; 

And, let me speak him truly — He is grateful, 

Kind, tractable, obedient— a child 

Might lead him by a thread — ITe shall not die ! 

Phi. Indeed! — then have W'e had our midnight 
ride 

To wondrous little purpose. 

Aucii. By the blue heaven. 

Thou shalt not murder him, cold selfish sensualist I 
Yon pure vault speaks it — yonder summer moon, 
With its ten million sparklers, cries, Forbear 1 


The deep earth sighs it forth — shalt not mur- 
der!^ 

Thou shalt not mar the image of thy Maker ! 

Thou shalt not from thy brother take the life. 

The precious gift which Gbd alone can give 1 — 

Phi. Here is a worthy guerdon now, fox stuffing 
His memory with old saws and holy sayings ! 

They come upon him in the very crisis, 

And when his resolution should be firmest, 

They shake it like a palsy— l^t it be, 

He ’ll end at last by yielding to temptation, 
Consenting to the thing which must be done. 

With more remorse the more he hesitates. — 

[Jb Us FixiJier^ who has stood jbeed after Us Iasi 
speech. 

Well, sir, ’tis fitting you resolve at last, 

How the young clerk shall be disposed upon ; 

Unless you would ride home to Auehindrane, 

And bid them rear the Maiden in the court-yard, 
That when Dunbar comes, he have nought to do 
But bid us kiss the cushion and the headsman. 

Auch. It is too true — ^There is no safety for us. 
Consistent with the unhappy wretch’s life ! 

In Ireland he is sure to find my enemies. 

Arran I’ve proved — the Netherlands I ’ve tried, 

But wilds and wars return him on my hands. 

Phi. Yet fear not, father, we ’ll make surer work ; 
The land has eaves, the sea has -whirlpools, 

Where that which they suck in returns no more. 
Auch. I will know nought of it, hard-hearted boy ! 
Phi. Hard-hearted! Why — my heart is soft as 
yours ; 

But then they must not feel remorse at once, 

We can’t afford such wasteful tenderness: 

I can mouth forth remorse as well as you. 

Be executioner, and I’ 11 be chaplain, 

And say as mild and moving things as you can ; 

But one of us must keep his steely temper. 

Auch. Do thou the deed — I cannot look on it. 
i Phi. So be it— walk with me— MacLelian brings 
him. 

The boat lies moor’d within that reach of rock, 

And ’twill require our greatest strength combined 
To launch it from the beach. Meantime, MacLelian 
Brings our man hither. — See the twinkling light 
That glances in the to-w’er. 

Auch. Let us withdraw — for should he spy us sud- 
1 denly, 

He may suspect tis, and alarm the family, 
j Phi. Pear not, MacLelian has his trust and eonfi* 
dence, 

Bought with a few sweet words and welcomes home. 
Auch. But think you that the Ranger may be 
trusted ? 

Phi. 1 ’ll answer for him. — Let ’s go float the shal- 
■ ■ - lop. 

{^Thep go off^ and as they leave the Stage f Mac- 
Ljbllan is seen descending from the Towe? 
with Quentin. The former bears a dark 
lantern. They come upon the Stage. 
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Au€H. And so you scruple^, slave, at ray conmiand. Waiting your worship’s pleasure to take boat! 

T 0 meet me when I deign to ask thy presence 1 No, by my faith ! you go upon the instant. 

Qu3S. No, sir ; I had forgot — I am your bond-slave ; The boat lies ready, and the ship receives you 
But sure a passing thought of independence, Near to tlie point of Turnberry. — Come, we wait you i 

For which I ’ve seen whole nations doing battle, Bestir you I 

Was not, in one who has so long enjoy’d it, Qub. I obey. — ^Then fstrewell, Scotland, 

A crime beyond forgiveness. And Heaven forgive my sins, and grant that mercy, 

Auch. We shall see : Which mortal man deserves not I 

Thou wert my vassal, bom upon my land, AirCH. {speaks aside ta hts Son.) What signal 

Bred by my bounty — It concern’d me highly, Shall let me know ’tis done I 

Thou know’st it did— and yet against my charge Phi. ‘ When the light is quenchM, 

Again I find thy worthlessness in Scotland. Your fears for Quentin Blane are at an end. — 

Que. Alas! the wealthy and the powerful know not {To Que.) Come, comrade, come, we must begin our 

How very dear to those who have least share in ’t, voyage. 

Is that sweet w’ord of country ! The poor exile Qub. But when, O when to end it ! 

F eels, in each action of the varied day, [He goes off reluctantly with Philip and Mac- 

His doom of banishment. The very air Lellan. Auchindrane ^ands looking aff 

Cools not his brow as in his native land ; ter tlmn. The Moon beco7nes overdofided^ 

I'he scene is strange, the food is loathly to him ; and the Stage dark. Auchindrane, who 

The language, nay, the music jars his ear.^ has gazed fixedly a?id eagerly after those who 

Wliy should I, guiltless of the slightest crime, have left ilte Stage, becomes animated, and 

Suffer a punishment which, sparing life, speaks. 

Deprives that life of all which men hold dear ? Auch. It is no fallacy ! — The night is dark, 

Auch. Hear ye the serf 1 bred, begin to reckon The moon has sunk before the deepening clouds ; 
Upon his rights and pleasure ! 'VYho am I — I cannot on the murky beach distinguish 

Thou abject, who am I, whose will thou thw'artest ? The shallop from the rocks which lie beside it ; 

Phi. Well spoke, my pious sire. There goes re- I cannot see tall Philip’s floating plume, 

morse ! Nor trace the sullen brow of Niel MacLellan ; 

Let once thy precious pride take fire, and then, Yet still that caitiff’s visage is before me, 

MacLellan, you and I may have small trouble. With chattering teeth, mazed look, and bristling hair, 

Que. Your vrords are deadly, and your power re- As he stood here this moment! — Have I changed 
sistless ; My human eyes for those of some night prowler, 

I ’m in your hands — but, surely, less than life The wolf’s, the tiger-cat’s, or the hoarse bird s 

May give you the security you seek, That spies its prey at midnight? I can see him — 

Without commission of a mortal crime. Yes, I can see him, seeing no one else, — 

Auch. Who is ’t would deign to think upon thy life? And w’ell it is I do so. In his absence, 

I but require of thee to speed to Ireland, Strange thoughts of pity mingled with my purpose, 

Where thou mayst sojourn for some little space, And moved remorse within me — But they vanish’d 

Having due means of living dealt to thee, W'hene’er he stood a living man before me ; 

And, when it suits the changes of the times, Then my antipathy awaked within me, 

Permission to return. Seeing its object close within my reach, 

Que. Noble my lord, Till I could scarce forbear him.® — How they linger! 

I am too weak to combat with your pleasure ; The boat ’s not yet to sea ! — I ask myself, 

Yet, O, for mercy’s sake, and for the sake W^'hat has the poor wretch done to waice my hatred-— 

Of that dear land which is our common mother, Docile, obedient, and in sufferance patient? — 

Let me not part in darkness from my country ! As well demand what evil has the hare 

Pass but an hour or two, and every cape, Done to the hound that courses her in sport. 

Headland, and bay, shall gleam with new-born light. Instinct infallible supplies the reason — 

And I ’ll take boat as gaily as the bird And that must plead my cause. — The vision ’s gone ! 

That soars to meet the morning. Their boat now walks the waves ; a single gleam, 

Grant me but this — to show no darker thoughts Now seen, now lost, is all that marks her course ; 

Are on your heart than those your speech expresses I Tljat soon shall vanish too— then all is over ! — 

Phi. a modest favour, friend, is this you ask ! AVouId it were o’er, for in tiiis moment lies 

Are we to pace the beach like watermen. The agony of ages I ^ — Now, ’tis gone — 


Seeing its object was within my reacli. 

And scarcely could forbear.” 

“ In that moment, o’er his soul 

Winters of memory seem’d to roll.” 

Eyuon — Tftf Oiaour 


I MS.— “ The strains of foreign music jar Ins ear, 


“ my antipathy, 

Strong source of inward hate, arose within me, 
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And all is acted ! — no — she breasts again 
The opposing wave, and bears the tiny sparkle 
Upon her crest — {A faind cry Iteard as from seaward.) 

Ah ! "there was fatal evidence, 

All’s over now^, indeed 1— The light is q^nench’d — 
And Quentin, source of all iny fear, exists not. — 

The naoming tide shall sweep his corpse to sea^ 

And hide all memory of this stern night’s work. 

[His tcalh in a slow and deejdy medUaiive mm- 
ner towards ilie side of the Staye, and sud- 
denly meds Marion, the wife of MacLel- 
LAN. wlm has descended from the Castle. 

Now, how to meet Dunbar — Heaven guard my 
senses ! 

Stand I who goes there ? — Do spirits walk the earth 
Ere yet they ’ve left the body I 
Mar. Is it you, 

My lord, on this wild beach at such an hour ! 

Aucti. It is MacLellan’s wile, in search of him, 

Or of her lover — of the murderer. 

Or of the murder’d man. — Go to, Dame Marion, 

Men have their hunting-gear to give an eye to, 

Their snares and trackings for their game. But 
women 

Should shun the night air. A young wife also, 

Still more a handsome one, should keep her pillow 
Till the sun gives example for her wakening. 

Come, dame, go back — back to yonr bed again. 

-Mar, Hear me, my lord! there have heen sights 
' /^and-sopn^ - , 

That ternSed my cHld and me — Groans, screams. 

As if of dying seamen, came from ocean — 

A corpse-light danced upon the crested waves 
For several minutes’ space, then sunk at once. 

When we retired to rest we had two guests. 

Besides my husband Niel — I ’ll tell your lordship 

Who the men were 

Auch. Pshaw, woman, can you think 

That I have any interest in your gossips ? 

Please your own husband, and that you may please 
him. 

Get thee to bed, and shut up doors, good dame. 

Were I MacLellan, I should scarce be satisfied 
To find thee wandering here in mist and moonligiit, 
When silence should be in thy habitation, 

And sleep upon thy pillow. 

Mar. Good my lord, 

This is a holyday. — By an ancient custom 
Our children seek the shore at break of day, 

And gather shells, and dance, and play, and sport 
them 

In honour of the Ocean. Old men say 
The custom is derived from heathen times. Our 
Isabel 

Is mistress of the feast, and you may think 
She is awake already, and impatient 
To be the first shall stand upon the beach, 

And bid the sun good-morrow. 

Auch. Ay, indeed ? 

Linger such dregs of heathendom among you 1 


And hath Knox preach’d, and Wisbart died, in vain 
Take notice, I forbid these sinful practices, 

And will not have my followers mingle in them. 

Mar. If such your honour’s pleasure, I must go 
And lock the door on Isabel ; she is wilful, 

And voice of mine will have small force to keep lier 
From the amusement she so long has dream’d of. 

But I must tell your honour, the old people, 

That were survivors of the former race. 

Prophesied evil if this day should pass 
Without due homage to the mighty Ocean. 

Auch. Folly and Papistry— Perhaps the ocean 
Hath had his morning sacrifice already ; 

Or can you think the di’eadful element, 

Whose frown is death, whose roar the dirge of navies, 
Will miss the idle pageant you prepare for ? 

I ’ve business for you, too— the dawn advances — 

I ’d have thee lock tliy little child in safety, 

And get ' to Auchindrane before the sim rise ; 

Tell them to get a royal banquet ready, 

As if a king were coming there to feast him. 

Mar. I will obey your pleasure. But my bus- 
band — — 

Auch. I wait him on the beach, and briag him in 
To share the banquet, 

^ Mar. But he has a friend, 

Whom it would ill become him to intrude ^ 

Upon your hospitality. 

Auch. Fear not; his friend shall be made welcome 

to^, 

Should he return with Niel. 

Mar. He must-^he will return — ^he has no option. 
Auch. {ApaH.) Thus rashly do we deem of others’ 
destiny — 

He has indeed no option — but he comes not. 
i Begone on thy commission — I go this way 
To meet thy husband. 

[Marion goes to her Tower, and afler enfenng 
it, is seen to come out, loch the door, and learn 
the Stage, as if to execute Auchindranb’s 
coinmissio7i. He, appaienily going off in a 
different direction, has icatched her from the 
side oftlee Stage, and on her departure ^eahs, 
Auch. Fare thee well, fond woman. 

Most dangerous of spies — thou prying, prating, 
Spying, and telling woman ! I ’ve cut short 
'i'hy dangerous testimony — hated word ! 

What other evidence have we cut short, 

And by what fated means, this dreary morning ! — 
Bright lances here and helmets % — I must shift 
To join the others, {Eait, 

Elder from the other dde the Sergeant, accompanied 
with an Officer and ttao Pikemen. 

See. ’Twas in good time you came ; a minute later 
The knaves had ta’en my dollars and my life. 

Off. You fought most stoutly. Two of them wero 
down, 

Ere we came to your aid. 

Ser. 


Gramercy, halberd ! 
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And well it happens, since your leader seeks 
This Quentin Biane, that you have falFn on me ; 

None else can surely tell you where he hides, 

Being in some fear, and bent to quit this province. 
Off. ’Twill do our Earl good service. He has 
sent 

Despatches into Holland for this Quentin. 

Ser. 1 left him two hours since in yonder tower. 
Under the guard of one who smoothly spoke, 
Although he look’d but roughly — I will chide him 
For bidding me go forth with yonder traitor. ' 

Off. Assure yourself ’twas a concerted stratagem. 
Montgomery’s been at Holy rood for months, 

And can have sent no letter — ’twas a plan 
On you and on your dollars, and a base one, 

To which this Ranger was roost likely privy; 

Such men as he hang on our fiercer barons, 

The ready agents of their lawless will ; 

Boys of the belt, who aid their master’s pleasures, 

And in his moods ne’er scruple his injunctions. 

But haste, for now we must unkennel Quentin ; 

I ’ve strictest charge concerning him. 

Ser. Go up, then, to the tower. 

You ’ve younger limbs than mine — there shall you find 
V him . . 

Lounging and snoring, like a lazy cur 
Before a stable door ; it is his practice. 

\Tlie Officer goes ttp to the Toicer, a7id after 
hiocldiig without receiving an answer^ turns 
the hey which Marion had left in tlie lock^ 
and enters; Isabel, dressed as if for Iwr 
dancC) runs out and descends to the Stage; 
the Officer folloivs. 

Off. There ’s no one in the house, this little maid 
Excepted 

Isa. And for me, I ’m there no longer, 

And will not be again for three hours good : 

X ’m gone to join my playmates on the sands. 

Off. {detaining her.) You shall, when you have told 
to me distinctly 

Where are the guests who slept up there last night. 
Isa. Why, there is the old man, he stands beside 
you, 

The merry old man, with the glistening hair; 

He left the tower at midnight, for my father 
Brought him a letter. 

Ser, In ill hour I left you, 

I wish to Heaven that I had stay’d with you ; 

There is a nameless horror that comes o’er me. — 
Speak, pretty maiden, tell us what chanced next, 

And thou shalt have thy freedom. 

Isa. After you went last night, my father 
Grew moody, and refused to dofif his clothes, 

Or go to bed, as sometimes he will do 
When there is aught to chafe him. , Until past mid- 
night, 

He wander’d to and fro, then call’d the stranger, 

The gay young man, that sung such merry songs. 

Yet ever look’d most sadly whilst he sung them. 

And forth they went together. 


Off. And you ’ve seen 

Or heard nought of them ance ? 

Isa. Seen surely nothing, and I cannot think 
That they have lot or share in what I heard. 

I heard my mother praying, for th4 corpse-lights 
Were dancing on the waves; and at one o’clock. 
Just as the Abbey steeple toll’d the knell. 

There was a heavy plunge upon the waters. 

And some one cried aloud for 


-mercy I ^ 

It was the water-spirit, sure, which promised 
Mercy to boat and fisherman, if w'e 
Perform’d to-day’s rites duly. Let me go— 

I am to lead the ring. 

Off, {to Ser.) Detain her not. She cannot toll us 

■ more;': '■ ' ■ 

To give her liberty is the sure way 
To lure her parents homeward.— Strahan, take two 
men, 

And should the father or the mother come, 

Arrest them both, or either. Auehindrano 
May come upon the beach ; arrest him also. 

But do not state a cause, 1 11 back again, 

And take directions from my Lord Dunbar. 

Keep you upon the beach, and liave an eye 

To all that passes there. lE^veunt separately* 


SCENE IL 


Scene changes to a remote and rochy part of the Scaheach 
Enter Auchindrane meeting Philip. - 

Auch. The devil’s brought his legions to this 
beach, 

That wont to be so lonely ; morions, lances, 

Show in the morning beam as thick as glowworms 
At summer midnight. 

Phi. I ’m right glad to see them. 

Be they whoe’er they may, so they are mortal ; 

For I ’ve contended with a lifeless foe, 

And I have lost the battle. I would give 
A thousand crowns to hear a mortal steel 
Ring on a mortal harness, 

Auch. flow now ! — Art mad, or hast thou done the 
■ turn— ■ ■ " " 

The turn we came for, and must live or die by ? 

Phi. ’Tis done, if man can do it ; but I doubt 
If this unhappy wretch have Heaven’s permission 
To die by mortal hands. 

Auch. Where is he ? — where ’s MacLellan % 

Phi. In the deep— 

Both in the deep, and what’s immortal of them 
Gone to the judgment-seat, where we must meet 
them. 

Auch. MacLellan dead, and Quentin too? — So 
. he it. 

To all that menace ill to Auchindrane, 

Or have the power to injure him ! — ^Thy words 
Are full of comfort, hut thine eye and look 
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Have in thia pallid gloom a gliastliness, Atjch. He had enough ot mortal sin about him, 

Which contradicts the tidings of thy tongue.^ To sink an argosy. 

Phi. Hear me, old man— There is a heaven above Phi. But now i*esoIve you what defence to malce, 
us. If Quentin’s body shall he recognised ; 

As you have heard old Knox and Wishart preach, For ’tis ashore already ; and he bears 

Though little to your boot. The dreaded witness Marks of my handiwork ; so does MacLellan. 

Is slain, and silent. But his misused body Auch. The concourse thickens still — Away, away ! 

Comes right ashore, as if to cry for vengeance ; We must avoid the multitude. [ Thj/ rush out. 

It rides the waters like a living thing, 2 
Erect, as if he trode the waves which bear him. 

Auch. TIiou speakest frenzy, when sense is most 
required. 

Phi. Hear me yet more ! — I say I did the deed 
With all the coolness of a practised hunter 
When dealing with a stag. I struck him overboard. 

And with MacLellan’s aid I held his head 
Under the waters, while the Ranger tied Yil. Wom. How well she queens it, the brave little 

The weights we had provided to his feet. maiden ! 

We cast him loose when life and body parted, ViL. Ay, they -all queen it from their very cradle, 

And bid him speed for Ireland. But even then, These willing slaves of haughty Auchindraiie. 

As in defiance of the words we spoke, But now* I hear the old man’s reign is ended ; — 

The body rose upright behind our stern, ’Tis well — ^lie lias been tyrant long enough. 

One half in ocean, and one half in air, Seconb Yil. Finlay, speak low, you interrupt the 

And tided after as in chase of us.® sports. 

Auch. It was enchantment !— Did you strike at Third Yil. Look out to sea— There ’s something 
iti coming yonder, 

Phi. Once and again. But blows avail’d no more Bound for the beach, will scare us from our mirth. 
Than on a wreath of smoke, where they may break Fourth Yil, Pshaw, it is but a sea-gull on the 
The column for a moment, which unites wing, 

And is entire again. Thus the dead body Between the wave and sky. 

Sunk down before my oar, but rose unharm’d, Third Yil. Thou art a fool, 

And dogg’d us closer still, as in defiance. Standing on solid land — ’tis a dead body, 

Auch. ’Twas Hell’s own work !- — Second Yil. And if it be, he bears him like a live 

Phi. MacLellan then grew restive one, 

And desperate in Ms fear, blasphemed aloud, Not prone and weltering like a drowned corpse, 

Cursing us both as authors of his ruin. But bolt erect, as if he trode the waters, 

Myself was wellnigh frantic while pursued And used them as his path. 

By this dead shape, upon whose ghastly features Fourth Yil. It is a merman, 

The changeful moonbeam spread a grisly light ; And nothing of this earth, alive or dead. 

And, baited thus, I took the nearest way* \Bij degrees all the Dancers hreah off from their 

To ensure his silence, and to quell his noise ; sporty and stand gazing to seaward, tvldk an 

1 used my dagger, and I flung him overboard, object, imperfectly seen, drifts toxixmls the 

And half expected his dead carcass also Beach, and at le?igth arrives among the rocks 

Y^ould join the chase— but he sunk down at once. which border the tide. 


SCENE III 


Scene changes to amth^part of the Beach, Children are 
seen daTzemg, cmd Villagers looking on, Isabel seeim 
to take ike tna?iagemcnt of the Dance, 


1 « This man’s brow, like to a title leaf, Between two or three weeks afterwards, when the King {of 

Foretells the nature of a tragic volume; Naples) was on board the Foudroyant, a Neapolitan fisher- 

Thou trembiest ; and the whiteness in thy cheek man came to the ship, and solemnly declared, that Caraccioli 

Is apter than thy tongue to tell thy errand.” had risen from the bottom of the sea, and was coming as 

2ci King Hmrg IV, fast as he could to Naples, swimming half out of the water. 

® ' ** Walks the waters like a thing of life.** Such an account was listened to like a tale of idle credulity. 

Bvaow— -y/w Corsair. The day being fair, Nelson, to please the King, stood out tf 
3 This passage was probably suggested by a striking one in sea; but the ship had not proceeded far before a body was 
Southey’s Bife of Nelson, touching the corpse of the Neapoli- distinctly seen, upright in the water, and approaching them, 
tan Prince Caraccioli, executed on board the Foudroyant, ltwasrecognisedindeed,tobethecorp8eofCaraccioli, which 
then the great British Admiral’s flag-ship, in the bay of Na- had risen and floated, while the great weights attached to the 
pies in 17£)d. The circumstances of Caraccioli’s trial and legs kept the body in a position like that of a living man. A 
death form, it is almost needless to observe, the most unplea- fact so extraordinary astonished the King, and perhaps ex- 
sant chapter in Lord Nelson’s history ^ cited some feelings of superstitious fear, akin to regret. He 

The body,” says Southey, ** was carried out to a consider- gave permission for the body to be taken on shore, and receivt* 
able distance and sunk in the bay, with three double-headed Chnstian burial .”— of Nelson, chap. vi. 
ihot, weighing two hundred and fifty pounds, tied to its legs. 4 MS.-« And, baited by my slave, I used my dagger.” 
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Third Til. Perhaps it is some wretch who needs 
assistance; 

Jasper, make in and see. 

Second Vil. Not I, my firend ; 

E’en take the risk yourself, yon ’d put on others. 

[HiedebraNd 1m entered^ arid heard -Qm two * 
loM words* 

See. What, are yon men? 

Fear ye to look on what you must he one day? 

I, who have seen a thousand dead and dying 
Within a flight-shot square, will teach you how in wn-r 
We look upon the corpse when life has left it. 

[iJ<? ffoes to the bach scene^ and seems aUemptin 0 
to turn the hody^ which has come ashore with 
its face downwards. 

Will none of you come aid to turn the body ? 

Isa. You ’re cowards all. — I ’ll help thee, good old | 
man. 

[<5/16 goes to aid the Sergeant with the body 
and presently gives a cry^ and faints. Hil- | 
DEBRAND cowjcs forward. All crowd romd ^ 
him ; he spealcs with an erpresm7i of horror, 
Ser. ’Tis Quentin Blane I Poor youth, his gloomy 
bodings 

Have been the prologue to an act of darkness ; 

His feet are manacled, his bosom stabb’d. 

And he is foully murder’d. The proud Knight 
And his dark Ranger must have done this deed. 

For which no common ruffian could have motive. 

A Pea. Caution w'ere best, old man — ^Thou art a 
stranger, 

The Knight is great and powerful. 

See, Let it be so. 

Call’d on by Heaven to stand forth an avenger, 

I will not blench for fear of mortal man. 

Have I not seen that when that innocent 
Had placed her hands upon the murder’d body. 

His gaping wounds,^ that erst were soak’d with brine, 
Burst forth with blood as ruddy as the cloud 
Which now the sun doth rise on ? 

Pea. What of that ? 


Ser. Nothing that can affect the innocent child. 
But murder’s guilt attaching to her &ther. 

Since the blood musters in the victim’s veins 
At the approach of what holds lease firom him 
Of all that parents can transmit to children. 

And here comes one to whom I ’ll vouch the circum* 
stance. 


Bare OP Dunbar vM> Scddiers and dherSf 
hming Avcmm>Rkm and prisoners. 
Dun* Fetter the young ruffian and his trait’rous 
father I 

ITTiey are Tnade secure. 
Auch. ’Twas a lord spoke it— 1 have known a 
knight, 

Sir George of Home, who had not dared to say so. 

Dun. ’Tis Heaven, not I, decides upon your guilt. 

A harmless youth is traced within your power, 

Sleeps in your Banger’s house— his friend at midnight 
Is spirited away. Then lights are seen. 

And groans are heard, and corpses come ashore 
Mangled with daggers, while {to Philip) your dagger 
wears 

The sanguine livery of recent slaughter : 

Here, too, the body of a murder’d victim, 

(Whom none but you had interest to remove,) 

Bleeds on a child’s approach, because the daughter 
Of one the abettor of the wicked deed. 

All this, and other proofs corroborative. 

Call on us briefly to pronounce the doom 
We have in charge to utter. 

Auch. If my house perish, Heaven’s will be done 1 
I wish not to survive it ; but, O Philip, 

■Would one could pay the ransom for us both 1 
Phi. Father, ’tis fitter that we both should die, 
Leaving no heir behind. — The piety 
Of a bless’d saint, the morals of an anchorite, 

Could not atone thy dark hypocrisy, 

Or the wild profligacy I have practised, 
j Ruin’d our house, and shatter’d be our towers, 

1 And with them end the curse our sins liave merited I® 


I MS.—'* His unblooded wounds,” dec. 
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A TRAGEDY. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

'S’his attompt at draioatic composition was executed 
nearly thirty years since, when the magnificent works 
of Goethe and Schiller were for the first time made 
known to the British public, and received, as many 
now alive must remember, with universal enthusiasm. 
What we admire wo usually attempt to imitate 5 and 
the author, not trusting to his own efforts, borrowed 
the substance of the story and a part of the diction 
from a dramatic romance called « Der Heiligo Yehme'^ 
(the Secret Tribunal,) which fills the sixth volume of 
the « Sagen der Vorzeit’’ (Tales of Antictuity,) by 
Beit Weber. The drama must be termed rather a 
rifacimento of the original than a translation, since the 
whole is compressed, and the incidents and dialogue 
occasionally much varied. The imitator is ignorant of 
the real name of his ingenious contemporary, and has 
been informed that of Beit Weber is fictitious.^ 

The late Mr. J ohn Kemble at one time had some 
desire to bring out the play at Drury-Lane, then 
adorned by himself and Ms matchless sister, who were 
to have supported the characters of the unhappy son 
and mother t but great objections appeared to this pro- 
posal. There was danger that the main spring of the 
story, the binding engagements formed by members 
of the secret tribunal,— might not be sufficiently felt 
by an English audience, to whom the nature of that 
singularly mysterious institution was unknown from 
early association . There was also, according to Mr. 
Kemble^s experienced opinion, too much blood, too : 
much of the dire catastrophe of Tom Thumb, when 
all die on the stage. It w'as besides esteemed perilous 
to place the fifth act and the parade and show of the 
secret conclave, at the mercy of underlings and scene- 
shifters, who, by a ridiculous motion, gesture, or ac- 
cent, might turn what should be grave into farce. 

The author, or rather the translator, willingly ac- 
quiesced in this reasoning, and never afterwards made 
any attempt to gain the honour of the buskin. The 
German taste also, caricatured by a number of imita- 
tors who, incapable of copying the sublimity of the 
great masters of the school, supplied its place by ex- 
travagance and bombast, fell into disrepute, and re- 
ceived a cotip de grem from the joint efforts of the late 
lamented Mr. Canning and Mr. Prere. The effect of 
their singularly happy piece of ridicule called The 
Rovers,” a mock play which appeared in the Anti- 

Oeorge WSditer, who published various works under the 
^eudvnym of W JVch&r, was bom in 1763, and died in 1837. 


Jacobin, was, that the German school, with its beaur 
ties and its defects, passed completely out of fashion, 
and the following scenes were consigned to neglect 
and obscurity. Very lately, however, the writer chanced 
to look them over with feelings very different from 
those of the adventurous period of his literary life 
during which they had been written, and yet with 
such as perhaps a reformed libertine might regard the 
illegitimate production of an early amour. There is 
something to be ashamed of, certainly ; but, after all, 
paternal vanity whispers that the child has a resem- 
blance to the father. 

To this it need only be added, that tliere are in ex- 
istence 80 many manuscript copies of the following 
play, that if it should not find its way to the public 
sooner, it is certain to do so when the author can no 
more have any opportunity of correcting the press, and 
consequently at greater disadvantage than at present. 
Being of too small a size or consequence for a sepa- 
rate publication, the piece is sent as a contribution to 
the Keepsake, where its demerits may be hidden amid 
the beauties of more valuable articles.® 

Absotsfoho, Ul Aprils 1829. # 


DRAMATIS PEllSONJS. 

MEN. 

Rudiger, Baron of Aspen^ an old German v:arrm\ 
George op Aspen, ) -r, 

Hbnrt of Aspen, [ 

Roderic, Cownt of Maltingen^ chief of a departmeni 
of the I nvisible 7 . ribunalf and the hereditary eue- 
my of the faiyiily of Aspen, 

William, Baron of Wolfstein, ally of Count Bo~ 
deric, 

Bertram op Ebebsdorp, brother to the former hus- 
band of the Baroness of Aspen, disguised as a 


Duke op Bavaria. 

"W XOICSRiD ) 

Reynold,^ ( Bouse of Aspen, 

Conrad, Page of Honour to Henry of Aspen. 
Martin, Sguire to George of Aspen. 

® See Life qf Scott, vol. ii., pp. uj, sp, 70; isL, S ; ix., 5 
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Hugo, Squire to Count Moderic* 

Peter, an ancient domestic of Rudiger, 
Father Ludovic, Chaplain to Rudiger, 


Ruo. Tell me not of that, lady. When I 6rst knew 
thee, Isabella, the fair maid of Ambeim was the Joy of 
her compamons, and breathed; life ■ wheteifer she ■ ■, 

Thy fether married thee to Amolf of Ebersdorf— not 
mnch with thy win, ’tis true — {she Mdes her face,) Nay 
—forgiTe me, Isabella — ^but that is over— -he died, and 
the ties between us, which thy marriage had broken, 
were renewed — ^but the sunshine of my Isabella's light 
heart returned m more. 

Isa. (vx^ng.) Beloved Rudiger, you search my 
very soul I Why will you recall pMt 
spring that can never return I Bo I not love the© 
more than ever virife loved husband I 
Bud. (stretdies out Im arm-^she embrcms Mm,) And 
therefore art thou ever my beloved Isabella. But 
still, is it not true ? Has not thy cheerfulness vanished 
since thou hast become Lady of Aspen I Dost thou 
repent of thy love to Rudiger % 

Isa. Alas I no i n e ver I never ! 

Rub. Then why dost thou herd with monks and 
priests, and leave thy old knight alone, when, for the 
first time in his stormy life, he has rested for weeks 
within the walls of his castle I Hast thou committed a 
crime from wbich Rudiger’s love cannot absolve thee I 
Isa. 0 many ! many I 

Rub. Then be this kiss thy penance. And tellaie, 
Isabella, hast thou not founded a convent, and endowed 
it with the best of thy late husband’s lands ? Ay, and 
Rubiger, Baron of Aspen^ a?id liis tadg, Isabella, are with a vineyard which I could have prized as well as 
discovered sitting at a large oaken iahle. the sleek monks. Dost thou not daily distribute alms 

to twenty pilgrims ? Dost thou not cause ten masses 
Eud. a plague upon that roan horse I Had he not to be sung each night for the repose of thy late hus- 
stumbled with me at the ford after, our last skirmish, band’s soul % 

I had been now with my sons. And yonder the boys Isa. It will not know repose, 
are, hardly three miles off, battling with Count Rode- Rub. Well, well— -God’s peace be with Arnolf of 
rie, and their father must lie here like a worm-eaten Ebersdorf ; the mention of him makes thee ever sad, 
manuscript in a convent library I Out upon it! Out though so many years have passed since his death, 
upon it ! Is it not hard that a warrior, who has tra- Isa. But at present, dear husband, have I not the 
veiled so many leagues to display the cross on the most just cause for anxiety ? Are not Henry and 
walls of Zion, should be now unable to lift a spear George, our beloved sons, at this veiy moment perhaps 
before his own castle gate ! engaged in doubtful contest with our hereditary foe, 

Isa. Dear husband, your anxiety retards your reco- Count Roderie of Maltingen 1 
very. Rub. Now, there lies the difference; you sorrow 

Rub. May he so ; but not less than your silence and that they are in danger, I that I cannot share it with 
melancholy ! Here have I sate this month, and more, them. — Hark I I hear horses’ feet on the drawbridge, 
since that cursed fall ! Neither hunting, nor feasting. Go to the window, Isabella, 
nor lance-breaking for me 1 And my sons — George Isa. the window,) It is Wickerd, your squire, 
enters cold and reserved, as if he had the weight of Rub. Then shall we have tidings of George and 


Soldiers, Judges of the Invisible Trihunal, 


Kit ^au^t af 


ACT I.— SCENE L 
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barb ; 1 will head them myself. {Sits down.) A mar- 
rain on that stumbling roan 1 I had forgot my dislo- 
cated bones. Call Reynold, Wickerd, and bid him 
take all whom he can spare from defence of the castle 

— (WICKERD is going) and ha I Wickerd, carry 

with you my black barb, and bid George charge upon 
him. Wickerd.) Now see, Isabella, if I dis- 

regard the boy’s safety ; T send him the best horse ever 
knight bestrode. When we lay before Ascalon, in- 
deed, I had a bright bay Persian-^Thou dost not heed 

me. , . ■ . 

Isa. Forgive me, dear husband ; are not onr sons in 

danger? Will not our sins be visited upon them ? Is 

not their present situation- ^ | 

RuD. Situation ? I know it well : as fair a field for 
open fight as I ever hunted over : see here {makes ^ 
lines on the to6^e)— here is the ancient castle of Grief- j 
enhaus in ruins, here the W’olfshill ; and here the 
marsh on the right. 

Isa. The marsh of Griefenhaiis ! 

Rud. Tes ; by that the boys must pass. 

Isa. Pass there 1 {Apart.) Avenging Heaven 1 thy 
hand is upon us I 

Rud. Whither now ? Whither now? She is gone. 
Thus it goes. Peter I Peter I {Enter Peter.) Help 
me to the gallery, that I may see them on horseback. 

[Eceit) homing on Peter. 


SCENE IE 

The inner ccmi of the castie of Ebendorf; a quadrangle, 
surrounded with Gothic buddings ; troopers, foUowep 
of Rudiger, oud repass in haste, as if preparing 
for an excursion. 


Wickerd comes forward. 

Wic. ho I Reynold ! Reynold I— By our 

Lady, the spirit of the Seven Sleepers is upon him— 
So ho 1 not mounted yet ? Reynold I 


younger ; and when I meet the man that would divide 
them— I say nothing— but let him look to it. ‘ 

Ret. And how fare our young lords ? 

Wrc. Each well in his humour.— Baron George 
stern and cold, according to his wont, and his brother 
as cheerful as ever. 

Ret. Well!— Baron Henry for me, 

Wic. Yet George saved thy life. 

Ret. True— with as much indiiference as if he had 
been snatching a chestnut out of the fire. Now Baron 
Henry wept for my danger and my wounds. There- 
fore George shall ever command my life, but Henry 
my love. 

Wic. Nay, Baron George shows his gloomy spint 
even by the choice of a favourite* 

Ret. Ay— Martin, formerly the squire of Amolf of 
Ebersdorf, his mother’s first hu.sband.— I fearvel he 
• could not have fitted himself with an attendant from 
I among the faithful followers of his worthy father, 
whom Arnolf and his adherents used to hate as the 
I Devil hates holy water* But Martin is a good soldier 
and has stood toughly by George in many a hard 
' brunt. 

Wic. The knave is sturdy enough, hut so sulky 
withal— I have seen, brother Reynold, that when Mar- 
tin showed his moody visage at the banquet, our noble 
mistress has dropped the wine she was raising to her 
lips, and exchanged her smiles for a ghastly frown, as 
if sorrow went by sympathy, as kissing goes by favour. 

Ret. His appearance reminds her of her first hus- 
band, and thou hast well seen that makes her ever sad* 

Wic. Dost thou marvel at that? She was married to 
Amolf by a species of force, and they say that before 
his death he compelled her to swear never to espouse 
Rudiger. The priests will not absolveher for the breach 
of that vow, and therefore she is troubled in mind. 
For, d’ye mark me, Reynold somds. 

Ret. A truce to your preaching ! To horse ! and a 
! blessing on our arms ! 

I Wic. St. George grant it ! 'lExewit* 


Enter Reynold. 

Ret. Here ! here ! A devil choke thy bawling ! 
tbink’st thou old Reynold is not as ready for a skir- 
mish as thou ? 

Wic. Nay, nay: I did but jest ; but, by my sooth, 
it were a shame should our youngsters have yoked 
with Count Roderie before we greybeards come. 

Ret. Heaven forefend I Our troopers are but sad- 
dling their horses ; five minutes more, and we are in 
our stirrups, and then let Count Roderie sit fast. 

W ic» A plague on him ! he has ever lain hard on 
the skirts of our noble master. 

Ret. Especially since he was refused the hand of 
our lady’s niece, the pretty Lady Gertrude. 

Wic, Ay, marry ! would nothing less serve the fox 
of Maltingen than the lovely lamb of our young Baron 
Henry ! By my sooth, Reynold, when I look upon 
these two lovers, th^ey make mo full twenty years 


SCENE III. 

The gallery of the castle, terminating in a large balcony 
commanding a distant prospect , — Voices, hugle-liomis,f 
kettle-drums, trampling of herses, ^o. are heard wWi- 


Rudiger, leaning on Peter, looks from the balcony. 

Gertrude and Isabella are near him. 

Rud. There they go at length— look, Isabella! 
look, my pretty Gertrude — these are the iron-handed 
warriors who shall tell Roderick what it will cost him 
to force thee from my protection — {Flourish tviUicut. 
Rudiger strdches his arms from the balcony.) Go, my 
children, and God’s blessing with you. Look at my 
black barb, Gertrude. That horse shall let daylight 
in through a phalanx, were it twenty pikes deei> 
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Bhame on it tliat I cannot mount Mm ! Seest tbon 
how fierce old Reynold looks? 

0ER. I can hardly know my friends in their armour. 

\The bugles and ketHe-drum are Itmrd as at 
a greater didanee. 

Rud. Now I could tell every one of their names, 
even at. this distance ; ay, and were they covered, as I 
have seen them, with dust and blood. He on the 
dapple-grey is Wickerd — a hardy fellow, hut some- 
what ^ven to prating. That is young Conrad w'ho 
gallops so fast, page to thy Henry, my girl. 

^BvgleSf §'c., ai a greater didance diU, 

Ger. Heaven guard them. Alas ! the voice of war 
that calls the blood into your cheeks chills aud freezes 
mine.': 

Rud, Say not so. It is glorious, my girl, glorious ! 
See how their armour glistens as they wind round yon 
hill ! how their spears glimmer amid the long train of 
dust. Hark! you can still hear the faint notes of 
their trumpets — {Bugles very faint.) — And Rudiger, 
old Rudiger with the iron arm, as the crusaders used 
to call me, must remain behind with the priests and 
the women. Weill well! — {Sings.) 


It was a knight to battle rode, 
And as bis war-horse he bestrode. 


Fill me a bowl of wine, Gertrude; and do thou. 
Peter, call the minstrel who came hither last night.-— 
{Sitigs.) 


Off rode the horseman, dash, sa, sa! 
And stroked his w^hiskers, tra, la. la 


■Rudiger sits doum^ and Gertrude 
.) Thanks, my love. It tastes ever 
Isabella, here is glory and vic- 


Fet'er goes out. 
kelps Mm tvith wi 
best from thy hand, 
tory to our boys — {Drinks.) — Wilt thou not pledge 
me? 

Isa. To their safety, and God grant it 


-{Drinks.) 


Enter Bertram as a minstrel, with a hoy hearing Ms \ 
harp. — Also Peter. | 

Rud. Thy name, minstrel ! 

Ber. Minhold, so please you. 

Rud. Art thou a German ! 

Ber. Yes, noble sir ; and of this province. 

Rud, Sing me a song of battle. 

[Bertram sings to the harp. 

Rud. Thanks, minstrel : well sung, and lustily. 
What sayst thou, Isabella ? 

Isa. I marked him not. 

Rud. Nay, in sooth you are too anxious. Cheer up. 
And thou, too, my lovely Gertrude : in a few hours 
thy Henry shall return, and twine his laurels into a 
garland for thy hair. He fights for thee, and he must 
conquer. 

Ger. Alas ! must blood be spilled for a silly maiden ? 

Rud. Surely: for what should knights break lances 
hut for honour and ladies’ love — ha, minstrel ? 


Enter Father Ludovic. 

Lud. Peace be with you, lady 1 
ISA. It is not with me : it is thy office to bring it, 
ItUD. And the cause is tbe absence of the young 
knights? 

IsA, Their absence and their danger. 

Lud. Daughter, thy band has been stretched out in 
bounty to the sick and to the needy. Thou hast not 
denied a shelter to the weary, nor a tear to the af- 
flicted. Trust in their prayers, and in those of the 
holy convent thou hast founded ; perad venture they 
will bring hack thy children to thy bosom. 

Isa. Thy brethren cannot pray for me or mine. 
Their vow binds them to pray night and day for an- 
other— to supplicate, without ceasing, the Eternal 
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Mercy for the soul of one who— only Heaven 
knows how much he needs their prayer ! ' 

Lud. Unbounded is the mercy of Hcaven» The 
soul of thy former husband 

IsA, I charge thee, priest, mention not the word. 
(Jpart) Wretch that I am, the meanest menial in 
my train has power to goad me to madness! 

Lu». Hearken to me, daughter; thy crime against 
Arnolf of Ebersdorf cannot bear in the eye of Heaven 
so deep a dye of gmlt. 

Isa. Repeat that once more ; say once again that it 
cannot — cannot bear so deep a dye. Prove to me that 
ages of the bitterest penance, that tears of the dearest 
blood, can erase such guilt. Prove but that to me, and 
I will build thee an abbey which shall put to shame 
the fairest fane in Christendom. 

LtJD. Nay, nay, daughter, your conscience is over 
tender. Supposing that, under dreao o* the stern 
Arnolf, you swore never to mai*ry your presen hus- 
band, still the exacting sucH an oath was unlawful, 
and the breach of it venial. 

IsA.. {resuming her oomposure.) Bo it so, good father ; 

I yield to thy better reasons. And now tell me, has 
thy pious care achieved the task I intrusted to thee I 

Lud. Of superintending the erection of thy new 
hospital for pilgrims? I have, noble lady; and last 
night the minstrel now in the castle lodged there, 

Isa. Wherefore came he then to the castle ? 

Ltin. Reynold brought the commands of the Baron. 

Isa, Whence comes he, and what js his tale 1 When 
he sung before Rudiger, I thought that long before I 
had heard ^ch tones — ^seen such a face. 

Lnn. It is posable yon may have seen him, lady, 
for he boasts to have been known to Arnolf of Ebers- 
dorf, and to have lived formerly in this castle. He 
inquires much after Martin^ Arnolf s squire. 

Isa. Go, Ludovic — ^go quick, good father, seek him 
out, give him this purse, and bid him leave the castle, 
and speed him on his way. 

Lud. May I ask why, noble lady? 

Isa. Thou art inquisitive, priest ; I honour the ser- , 
vants of God, hut I foster not the prying spirit of a 
monk. Begone I ./ 

Lud. But the Baron, lady, will expect a reason why 
I dismiss his guest ? 

Isa. True, true {recollecting herself ;) pardon my 
warmth, good father, I was thinking of the cuckoo ■ 
that grows too big for the nest of the sparrow, and 
strangles its foster-mother. Do no such birds roost 
in convent-walls ? 

Lun. Lady, I understand you not. 

Isa. Well, then, say to the Baron, that I have dis- 
missed long ago all the attendants of the man of whom 
thou hast spoken, and that I wish to have none of 
them beneath my roof. 

Lud. {mpiisUimly.') Except Martin ? 

Isa. {sharply,) Except Martin I who saved the life 
of my son George ? Do as I command thee. IJBJait, 
Manet Ludovic. 

Lud. Ever the same — stern and peremptory to 


others as rigorous to herself ; haughty even to me, to 
whom, in another mood, she has knelt for absolution, 
and whose knees she has bathed in tears. I can- 
not fathom her. The unnatural zeal with which she 
performs her dreadful penances cannot be religion, 
for shrewdly I guess she believes not in their blessed 
efficacy. Well for her that she is the foundress of 
our convent, otherwise we might not have erred in 
denouncing her as a heretic ! lExU. 


ACT II.r~SCENE 1. 

A woodland prospect. — Through a long am7im, hu[f 
grown up hg brambles^ are discerned m the back-ground 
ruins of the ancient Castle of Gricfenlmis, — The 
distant noise of battle is heard during this scene. 

Enter Geoege of Aspen, armed with a batUe-aaee in 
hk hand^ as from horseback. He supports Martin, 
and brings him forward. 

Geo. Lay thee down here, old friend. The enemy’s 
horsemen will hardly take their way among these 
brambles, through which I have dragged thee. 

Mar. Oh, do not leave me ! leave me not an in- 
stant I ‘My moments are now but few, and I would 
profit by them. 

Geo, MaAin, you forget yourself and me— -I must 
back to the field, 

Mab. {cMempis to rise.) Then drag me back thither 
also ; I cannot die but in your presence— I dare not 
be alone. Stay, to give peace to my parting soul. 
Geo. I am no priest, Martin. {Going.) 

Mae. {raisi?ig himself with great 2 >a,m.) Baron George 
of Aspen, I saved thy life in battle; for that good 
deed, hear me but one moment. 

Geo. 1 hear thee, my poor friend. {Returning.) 
Mae. But come close— very close. See’st thou, sh 
knight — this wound I bore for thee — and this — and 
this— dost thou not remember ? 

Geo. I do. 

Mar. I have served thee since thou wast a child ; 
served thee faithfully — was never from thy side. 

Geo. Thou hast. 

Mar. And now I die in thy service. 

Geo. Thou may’st recover. 

Mar. I cannot. By my long service— ly my scars 
— by this mortal gash, and by the dcjlfth that I am to 
die — oh, do not hate mo for what I am now to unfold ! 

I Geo. Be assured I can never hate thee. 

Mar. Ah, thou little knowest Swear to me 

thou wilt speak a word of comfort to my parting soul. 
Geo. {takes his hand.) 1 swear I will. {Alarm a7id 
shouting.) But be brief— thou knowest my haste. 
Mar. Hear me, then. I was the squire, the be- 
loved and favourite attendant, of Arnolf of Ebersdorf, 
Arnolf was savage as the mountain bear. He loved 
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the Lady Isabel, but she requited not his passion. 
She loved thy father ; but her sire, old Arnheim, was 
the friend of Arnoif, and she was forced to marry him. 
By midnight, in the chapel of Ebersdorf, the ill- 
omened rites were performed ; her resistance, her 
screams were in vain. These arms detained her at 
the altar till the nuptial benediction was pronounced. 
Canst thou forgive me ? 

Geo. I do forgive thee. Thy obedience to thy sa- 
vage master has been obliterated by a long train of 
services to his widow. ' 

Mar. Services ! ay, bloody services ! for they com- ' 
menced — do not quit my hand — they commenced 
with the murder of my master. (George quits kts 
hand,and stands aghasi in speecldess Aorror.) Trample i 
on me I pursue me with your dagger ! I aided your 
mother to poison her first husband 1 I thank Heaven, 
itis said. , ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 

Geo. My mother 1 Sacred Heaven ! Martin, thou 
ravest— the fever of thy wound has distracted thee. 

Ma*R. No I I am not mad I Would to God I were ! 
Try me ! Yonder is the WolfshiU — yonder the old 
castle of Griefenhaus—and yonder is the hemlock ‘ 
marsh {in a tohisper) where I gathered the deadly 
plant that drugged Arnolf ’s cup of death. (George 
traverses the sta^e in the utmost agitation, and sometijnes 
stands over Martin with his hands clasped iogeilier^) 
Oh, had you seen him when the potion took effect ! 
Had you heard his ravings, and seen the contortions 
of his ghastly visage ! — He died furious and impeni- 
tent, as he lived 5 and went — where I am shortly to 
go. You do not speak 1 

Geo. {with exertioni) Miserable wretch ! how can I % 
Mar. Can you not forgive me ? 

Geo. May God pardon thee— I cannot ! 

Mar. I saved thy life— 

Geo. For that, take my curse ! {He snatches up 
his battle-axe, and rushes out to the side from which the 
noise is hoard,) 

Mar, Hear me ! yet more — more horror I {At- 
tempts to rise, and falh heavily, A loud alarm,) 


slain six of Ms troopers — ^they are m ncadlong Sight 
— the hemlock marsh is red with their gore I (Mar- 
tin gives a deep groan, and faints,) Away 1 away I 
{ They hurry off, m to the pursuit* ) 


Enter Eoberic of Maltingen, withmt his hdmd, hh 

arms disordered and brohm, holding the truncheon of a 

spear in hk hand; with him, Baron Wolfstein. 

Rob. a curse on fortune, and a double curse upon 
George of Aspen ! Never, never will I forgive him 
my disgrace— overthrown like a rotten trunk before a 
whirlwind 1 

Wolf. Be comforted, Count Roderic j it is well we 
have escaped being prisoners. See how the troopers 
of Aspen pour along the plain, like the billows of the 
Rhine ! It is good we are shrouded by the thicket. 

Rod. Why took he not my life, when he robbed me 
of my honour and of my love ? Why did his spear 
not pierce my heart, when mine shivered on Ms arms 
like a frail bulrush I {Throws down the broken spear.) 
Bear witness, heaven and earth, I outlive this disgrace 
only to avenge 1 

Wolf. Be comforted; the knights of Aspen have 
not gained a bloodless victory. And see, there lies 
one of George’s followers— (seemp Martin.) 

Rob. His squire Martin ; if he be not dead, we will 
secure him : he is the depositary of the secrets of his 
master. Arouse thee, trusty follower of the house ot 
Aspen ! 

Mar. {reviving,) Leave me not ! leave me not, 
Baron George i my eyes are darkened with agony I 
I have not yet told all. 

i Wolf. The old man takes you for his master. 

Rod. What wouldst thou tell ? 

Mar. Oh, I would tell all the temptations by wMch 
I was urged to the murder of Ebersdorf ! 

Rob* Murder 1—tMs is worth marking. Proceed, 

Mar. I loved a maiden, daughter of Amoifs 
steward ^ my master seduced her— she became an 
outcast, and died in misery— I vowed vengeance— 
and I did avenge her. 

Rob. Hadst thou accomplices ? 

Mae. None, but thy mother. 

Rod. The Lady Isabella I 

Mail Ay: she hated her husband: he knew her 
love to Rudiger, and when she heard that thy father 
I was returned from Palestine, her life was endangered 
by the transports of his jealousy— thus prepared for 
evilj, the fiend tempted us, and we fell, 

; Roi). {freaks into a transport.) Fortune! thou hast 
repaid me all! lA>ve and vengeance are my own I — 
Wolfetein, recall our followers ! quick, sound thy 
bugle— (Wolfstein sounds,) 

Mar, (scares wUdly round,) That was no note of 
Aspen— Count Roderic of Maltingen— Heaven I what 
have I said! 

Rob. WTiat thou canst not recall. 

Mar. Then is my fate decreed! ’Tis as it should 
be! in this very place was the poison gather’d— ’tis 
retribution! 


Enter "WiCKEBJ}, hastily. 

Wic. In the name of God, Martin, lend me thy 
brand ! 

Mar. Take it. 

Wic. Where is it ? 

Mar. {looks wildly at him.) In the chapel at Ebers- 
dorf, or buried in the hemlock marsh. 

Wic. The old grumbler is crazy with his wounds. 
Martin, if thou hast a spark of reason in thee, give me 
thy sword. The day goes sore against us. 

Mar. There it lies. Bury it in the heart of thy 
master George ; thou wilt do him a good office— the 
office of a faithful servant. 


Enter ComJiAJ}. 

Con. Away, Wickerd ! to horse, and pursue ! Ba- 
ron George has turned the day; he fights more like a 
iioiid than a man: he has unhorsed Roderic, and 
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Mnter ihrcB or four soldiers ^Roberic. have sunk under- my arm this day, to whom life was 

Rob. Secure thiswounded trooper; bind his wounds, sweet, though the wretched bondsmen of Count Eo« 
and guard him well: carry him to the ruins of Grief- dericl And I— I who sought death beneath every 
enhaus, and conceal him till the troopers of Aspen lifted battle-axe, and offered my breast to every arrow 
have retired from the pursuit;— look to him^ as you —I am cursed with victory and safety. Here I left 

love your lives. the wretch Martin I— Martin !— what, ho ! Mar- 

Mar. {led off hy soldiers,) Mimsters of vengeance 1 tin ! Mother of God ! ho is gone I Should he 

my hour is come I {^Exeuid. repeat the dreadful tale to any other Martin !•— 

Rod. Hope, joy, and triumph, once again are ye He answers not. Perhaps he has crept into the 
naine ! Welcome to my heart, long-absent visitants! thicket, and died there — ^were it so, the horrible secret 
One lucky chance has thrown dominion into the scale is only mine, 
of the house of Maltingen, and Aspen kicks the beam, 

WoiP. I foresee, indeed, dishonour to the femily of «■ Henbt of Aspen, mih WiCKBim, Eetooid, 
Aspen, should this wounded squire make good his tale. and followers. 

Rod, And how thinkest thou this disgrace will fall Hen. Joy to thee, brother! though, by St. Francis, 
on them 1 I would not gain another field at the price of seeing 

Wolf. Surely, by the public punishment of Lady thee fight with such reckless desperation. Thy safety 
Isabella. is little less than miraculous. 

Rod. And is that all I Rey. By’r Lady, when Baron George struck, I 

Wolf. What more? think he must have forget that his foes were God’s 

Rod. Shortsighted that thou art, is not George of ' creatures. Such furious doings I never saw, and I 
Aspen, as well as thon, a member of the holy and in- have been a trooper these forty-two years come St;. 

visible circle, over which I preside? Barnaby 

Wolf. Speak lower, for God’s sake! these are Geo. Peace! Saw any of you Martin? 
things not to be mentioned before the sun. Wic. Noble sir, I left him here not long since. 

Rod. True: but stands he not bound by the most Geo. Alive or dead? 
solemn oath religion can devise, to discover to the Wic. Alive, noble sir, but sorely wounded. I think 
tribunal whatever concealed miq[uity shall come to his he must be pHsoner, for he could not have budged 
knowledge, be the perpetrator whom he may— ay, were else from hence. 

that perpetrator Hs own fa^er— Or mothw ; and can Geo. Heedless ^ave ! Why didst thou leave him ? 
you doubt that be has heard Jdar^if s bottation % Hen, Dear brother, Wlckerd acted for the best : be 
Wolf. True 1 „^but, blessed "Viigih ! do you think he came to our asastance and the aid of his companions, 
will accuse his own mother before the invHble judges? Geo. I tell thee, Henry, Martin’s safety was of 
Rod. If not, he becomes forsworn, and, by our law, more importance than the lives of any ten that stand 
must die. Either way my vengeance is complete — here, 

perjured or parricide, I care not ; but, as the one or Wic. {midtering.) Here ’s much to do about an old 
the other shall I crush the haughty George of Aspen, crazy trencher-shifter. 

Wolf. Thy vengeance strikes deep. Geo. What mu tterest thou ? 

Rod. Deep as the wounds I have borne from this Wic. Only, sir knight, that Martin seemed out of 
proud family. Rudiger slew my father in battle — his senses when I left him, and has perhaps wandered 
George has twice baJEfied and dishonoured my arms, into the marsh, and perished there, 
and Henry has stolen the heart of my beloved : hut Geo. How— out of his senses ? Did he speak to 
no longer can Gertrude now remain under the care of thee ? — {apprehensively.) 
the murderous dam of this brood of wolves; far less Wic. Yes, noble sir. 

can she wed the smooth-cheeked boy, when this scene Geo. Dear Henry, step for an instant to yon tree — 

of villany shall be disclosed. [Bugle, thou wilt see from thence if the foe rally upon the 

Wolf. Hark! they sound a retreat: let us go Wolfshill. (Henry rerim.) And do you stand hack 
deeper into the wood. {to the soldiers.) [He brings Wickerd forward. 

Rod. The victors approach I I shall dash their Geo. {loith marked apprehension.) What did Martin 
triumph !— Issue the private summons for convoking say to thee, Wickerd ?— tell me, on thy allegiance, 
the members this very evening; I will direct the other Wic. Mere ravings, sir knight— offered me his 
measures. sword to kill you. 

Wolf. What place? Geo. Said he aught of killing any one else ? 

Rod. The old chapel in the ruins of Griefenhaus, as Wic. No: the pain of his wound seemed to have 

'isual. [Exeunt, brousrht on a fever. 
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the heat of the battle had chafed my blood. Thou 
hast wished for the Nether farm at Ebersdorf—it shall 
be thine, 

Wic. Thanks, my noble lord. 

i?£!-en!!er Henry. 

Hen. No — they do not rally— they have had enough 
of it— but Wickerd and Conrad shall remain, with 
twenty troopers and a score of crossbowmen, and scour 
the woods towards Griefenhaus, to prevent the fugi- 
tives from making head. We will, with the rest, to 
Ebersdorf. What say you, brother? 

Geo. Well ordered. Wickerd, look thou search 
every where for Martin : bring him to me dead or alive 5 
leave not a nook of the wood unsought. 

Wic. I warrant you, noble sir, I shall find him, 
could he clew himself up lilce a dormouse. 

Hen. I think he must be prisoner. 

Geo. Heaven forfend! Take a trumpet, Eustace 
(io an attendant;) ride to the castle of Maltingen, and 
demand a parley, if Martin is prisoner, offer any 
ransom : offer ten— twenty— all our prisoners in ex- 
change. 

Eus. It shall he done, sir knight. 

Hen. Ere we go, sound trumpets— strike up the 
song of victory. 


Joy to the rictors ! the sons of old Aspen I 
Joy to the race of the battle and scar I 
Glory’s proud garland triumphantly grasping ; 
Generous in peace, and victorious in war. 
Honour acquiring, 

Valour inspiring, 

Bursting, resistless, through foemen they go: 
War-axes wielding, 

Broken ranks yielding, 

Till from the battle proud Roderic retiring, 
yields in wild rout the fair palm to his foe. 

Joy to each warrior, time follower of Aspen 1 
Joy to the heroes that gain’d the bold day ! 
Health to our wounded, in agony gasping ; 

Peace to our brethren that fell in the fray ! 
Boldly this morning, 

Roderic’s power scorning, 

Well for their chieftain their blades did they wield: 
Joy blest them dying, 

As Maltingen flying, 

Low laid his banners, our conquest adorning, « 
Their death-clouded eyeballs descried on the field I 

Now to our home, the proud mansion of Aspen, 
Bend we, gay victors, triumphant away; 

There each fond damsel, her gallant youth clasping, 
Shall wipe from his forehead the stains of the 
fray. , 

Of horses advancing ; 

E’en now on the turrets our maidens appear. 


Love our hearts warming, 

Songs the night charming, 

Round goes the grape in the goblet gay dancing; 
Love, wine, and song, our blithe evening shall cheer! 

Men. Now spread our banners, and to Ebersdorf in 
triumph. We carry relief to the anxious, joy to the 
heart of the aged, brother George. {Going q^,) 

Geo. Or treble misery and death, 

l^Apartf wid foUowing stmlg* 

The mtmo sounds, and the followers of Aspen he^n to 
fie across the stage* The curtain faUs, 


ACT IIL— SCENE L 
Cadle of Ebersdorf . 

Rudiger, Isabella, and Gertrude. 

Rud. I prithee, dear wife, be merry. It must be 
over by this time, and happily, otherwise the bad news 
had reached us. 

Isa. Should we not, then, have heard the tidings of 
the good ? 

Rud. Oh! these fly slower by half. Besides, I war- 
rant all of them engaged in the pm^uit. Oh 1 not a 
page would leave the skirts of the fugitives till they 
were fairly beaten into their holds ; but had the boys 
lost the day, the stragglers had made for the castle. 
Go to the window, Gertrude : seest thou any thing ? 

Ger. I think I see a horseman. 

Isa. a single rider ? then I fear me much. 

Ger. It is only Father Ludovie. 

Rud. a plague on thee! didst thou take a fat friar 
on a mule for a trooper of the house of Aspen ? 

Ger. But yonder is a cloud of dust. 

Rud, {eagerlg.) Indeed! 

Ger. It is only the wine sledges going to my aunt’s 
convent. 

Rud. The devil confound the wine sledges, and the 
mules, and the monks ! Come from the window, and 
torment me no longer, thou seer of strange sights. 

Ger. Dear uncle, what can I do to amuse you I 
Shall I tell you what I dreamed this morning ? 

Rud. Nonsense : but say on ; any thing is better 
than silence. 

Ger, I thought I was in the chapel, and they were 
burying my aunt Isabella alive. And who, do you 
think, aunt, were the gravediggers who shovelled in 
the earth npon you ? Even Baron George and old 
Martin. 

Isa. {appears shocked.) Heaven I what an idea ! 

Ger. Do but think of my terror— and Minhoid the 
minstrel played all the while to drown your screams. 

Rud. And old Father Ludovie danced a saraband, 
with the steeple of the new convent upon his thick 
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skull by way of mitre. A truce to this nonsense. 
Give ns a song^ my love, and leave thy dreams and 
visions. 

Gee, What shall I sing to you ! 

Red. Sing to me of war. 

Ger. I cannot sing of battle ; but I will sing you 
the Lament of Eleanor of Toro, when her lover was 
slain in the wars. 

ISA. Oh, no laments, Gertrude. 

Run. Then sing a song of mirth. 

Isa. Dear husband, is this a time for mirth 1 

Rud. Is it neither a time to sing of mirth nor of 
sorrow ? Isabella would rather hear Father Ludovic 
chant the De profundis.’’ 

Ger. Dear uncle, be not angry. At present, I can 
only sing the lay of poor Eleanor. It comes to my 
heart at this moment as if the sorrowful mourner had 
been my own sister. 


SONG.^ 

Sweet shone the sun on the fair lake of Toro, 

Weak were the whispers that waved the dark wood. 
As a fair maiden, bewilder’d in sorrow. 

Sigh’d to the breezes and wept to the flood. — 
Saints^ from the mansion of bliss lowly bending, 
Tirgin, that hear’st the poor suppliant’s cry. 

Grant my petition, in anguish ascending, 

My Frederick restore, or let Eleanor die.” 


JBnter George pensi'mly. 

Geo. {goes straight to Rudiger.) 
blessing. 

Rud. Thou hast it, boy. 

Isa. {rushes to mihrace avoids hr.} How ? 

art thou wounded r ' ^ 

Geo. No. 

Rud. Tliou lookest deadly pale. 

Geo. It is nothing. 

Isa. Heaven’s blessing on my gallant George. 

Geo. {aside.) Dares she bestow a blessing ? Oh, 
Martin’s tale was frenzy I 

Isa. Smile upon us for once, my son ; darken not 
thy brow on this day of gladness — ^few are our mo- 
ments of Joy — should not my sons share in them % 

Geo. (awfe.) She has moments of joy — it was 
frenzy then I 

Isa. Gertrude, my love, assist me to disarm the 
knight. {She loosens and tahes of' his casque.) 

Ger, There is one, two, three hacks, and none has 
pierced the steel. 

Rud. Let me see. Let me see. A trusty casque ! 

Ger. Else hadst thou gone. 

Isa. I will reward the armourer with its weight in 
goldi 

Geo. {aside.) She must be innocent. 

Ger. And Henry’s shield is hacked, too ! Let me 
show it to you, uncle. {She carries Henry’s to Rudi- 

; GER,). . 

Bud. Do, my love; and come hither, Henry, thou 
shalt tell me how the day went. 

[Henry and Gertrude converse apart irUh 
Rudiger; George comes forward; Isa- 
'B%h'Lk Carnes to him. 

Isa. Surely, George, some evil has befallen thee;, 
Grave thou art ever, but so dreadfully gloomy — 

Geo. Eiilf indeed. — {Aside.) Now for the trial. 

Isa. Has your loss been great '? 

Geo. No! — Yes! — {Apart.) I cannot do it. 

Isa. Perhaps some friend lost 1 


Father, thy 


Distant and faint were the sounds of the battle ; 

WitiitM breeze they rise, with the breezes they fail, 
mi the shout, an^ the gro^m, and the conflict’s dread 
rattle. 

And the chase’s wild clamour came loading the gale. 
Breathless she gazed through the woodland so dreary, 
Slowly approaching, a warrior was seen ; 

Life’s ebbing tide mark’d his footsteps so weary. 

Cleft was his helmet, and woe was his mien. 


Save thee, fair maid, for our armies are flying; 

Save thee, fair maid, for thy guardian is low; 

Cold on yon heath thy bold Frederick is lying. 

Fast through the woodland approaches the foe.” 

[ The voice of Gertrude sinks bg degrees, till 
she hursts into tears. 

Rud. How now, Gertrade ? 

Ger. Alas ! may not the fate of poor Eleanor at 
this moment be mine ? 

Rud. Never, my girl, never! {MUUarg music is 
hard.) Hark ! hark I to the sounds that tell thee so. 

{All rise and run to the window. 

Rud. Joy ! joy ! they come, and come victorious. 
{The chorus of ike war-song is heard wUhoui.) Wel- 
come ! welcome ! once more have my old eyes seen 
the banners of the house of Maltingen trampled in 
the dust. — Isabella, broach our oldest casks i wine is 
aweet after war. 


1 Cojapare vritii “ The Maid of Toro,” ante, p. C3L 
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Heo. It must "be;,— Martin is dead.- — {He regards her 
with appr^nsion^ but steadilg, as he pronomices these 
words.) 

Isa. (fflfarfc, then shows a ghas&y mpresdon of joy.) 
Dead ! 

Geo. {almost omrcome hy his feelings.) Guilty ! 
Guilty ! — {apart.) 

Isa. {withotd observing his emotion.) Didst thou say 
deadi 

Geo. Did I— no — I only said mortally wounded. 

Isa. Wounded? only wounded? Adhere is he? Let 
me fly to him.— (Go*«^.) 

Geo. {sternly.) Hold, Iady!—Speaknotso loud l— 
Thou canst not see him ! — He is a prisoner. 

Isa. a prisonerj and wounded ? Ply to his deliver- 
ance ! — Offer wealth, lands, castles,— all our posses- 
sions, for his ransom. Never shall I know peace till 
these walls, or till the grave secures him. 

Geo. {apart.) Guilty I Guilty! 

Enter "Peter. 

Pet, Hugo, squire to the Count of Maltingen, has 
arrived with a message. 

Rub. I will receive him in the hall. 

[Exit, Uaniiig on Gertrude and Henry, 
Isa. Go, George — see after Martin. 

Geo. {firmly,) No — I have a task to perform ; and 
though the earth should open and devour me alive— I 
will accomplish it. But first— but first — N atiire, take 
thy tribute.— (jBTe falls on his mother’’ s neck, aiid weeps 
hUierly.) 

Isa. George I my son ! for Heaven’s sake, w^hat | 
dreadful frenzy ! 

Geo. {walks two turns across the stage and composes 
himself) Listen, mother— I knew a knight in Hun- 
gary, gallant in battle, hospitable and generous in 
peace. The king gave him his friendship, and the 
administration of a province ; that province was in- 
fested by thieves and murderers. You mark me ? — 
Isa. Most heedfully. 

Geo. The knight was sworn — Abound by an oath the 
most dreadful that can be taken by man — to deal 
among offenders, evenhanded, stem and impartial 
justice. Was it not a dreadful vow ? 

Isa. {^vith an affectation of composure.) Solemn, 
doubtless, as the oath of every magistrate. 

Geo. And inviolable ? 

Isa. Surely— inviolable. 

Geo. AVell ! it happened, that when he rode out 
against the banditti, he made a prisoner. And who, 
tliink you, that prisoner was? 

Isa. not {with imreasing terror.) 

Geo. {trembling, hut proceeding rapidly.) His own 
twin-brother, who sucked the same breasts with him, 
and lay in the bosom of the ^ame mother ; his brother 
w'hom he loved as his own soul— what should that 
knight have done unto his brother ? 

Isa. {almost speechless.) Alas I what did he do 1 
Geo. He did {turning his head from her, and with 
clasped hands) what I can never do he did his duty. 


Isa. My son ! my son ! — Mercy I Mercy ! {Clingt 
to Urn.) 

Geo. Is it then true ? 

Isa. What? 

Geo. What Martin said ? (Isabella hides her face.) 
It is true I 

Isk. {Imks tpt an air of dignity.) Hear, Framer 

of the laws of nature I the mother is judged by the 
child— (Ywjw towards ’him.) Yes, it is true— true 
that, fearful of my own life, I secured it by the mur- 
der of my tyrant. Mistaken coward ! I little knew 
on what terrors I ran, to avoid one moment’s agony, 
—Thou hast the secret ! 

Geo. Knowest thou to whom thou hast told it? 

ISA. To my son. 

Geo, No! No! to an executioner! 

Isa. Be it so— go, proclaim my crime, and forget 
not my punishment. Forget not that the murderess 
of her husband has dragged out years of hidden re- 
morse, to be brought at last to the scaffold by her own 
cherished son — thou art silent. 

Geo. The language of Nature is no more ! How 
shaU I learn another I 

Isa. Look upon me, George. Should the execu- 
tioner be abashed before the criminal— look upon me, 
my son. From my soul do I for^ve thee. 

Geo. Forgive me what? 

ISA. What thou dost meditate — be vengeance heavy, 
but let it be secret— add not the death of a father to 
that of the sinner ! Oh ! Rudiger ! Rudiger 1 innocent 
cause of all my guilt and all my woe, how wilt thou 
tear thy silver locks when thou shalt hear her guilt 
whom thou hast so often clasped to thy bosom— hear 
her infamy proclaimed by the son of thy fondest hopes 
— 

Geo, {dn^glingfor hrecdh.) Nature will have utter- 
ance t mother, dearest mother, I will save you or 
perish ! himself into her arms.) Thus fall my 

vows.- 

ISA. Man thyself! I ask not safety from thee. Never 
shall it be said, that Isabella of Aspen turned her son 
from the path of duty, though his footsteps must pass 
over her mangled corpse. Man thyself. 

Geo. No! No! The ties of Nature were knit by 
God himself. Cursed be the stoic pride that would 
rend them asunder, and call it virtue! 

Isa. My son ! My son ! — How shall I behold thee 
hereafter? 

[Three knocks are heard upon the door of the 
apatinurd. 

Geo. Hark! One— two — three. Roderic, thou art 
speedy! (Ajoairi.) 

ISK. {ope7is the door.) A parchment stuck to the 
door with a poniard ! {Opens it.) Heaven and earth ! 
—a summons from the invisible judges 1 — {Drops the 
parchment.) 

Geo. {reads with emotion.) Isabella of Aspen, ac- 
cused of murder by poison, we conjure thee, by the 
cord and hy the steel, to appear this night before the 
avengers of blood, who judge in secret and avenge in 
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nooentorgmlty.IbothstandandwaJk. Our count has a notable balsam, 
which liM Tecrmited him much. 

Geo. Enough-— I will send a priest.— 

I fathom his plot. He would add-another witness to the 
tale of Martin’s guilt. But no priest shall approach 
would be I him. Reynold, thinkest thou not we could send one 
of the troopers, disguised as a monk, to aid Martin m 
of making his escape? 

■ j. Ret, Noble sir, the followers of your house are so 
open obey the well known to those of Maltingen, that I fear it is im- 
possible. , -Ua. 

2 Geo. Knowest thou of no stranger who might be 

employed? His reward shall exceed even Ms hopes. 

I win not do Eet. So please you-I think the minstrel could 
Martin know well execute such a commission :_he is shrewd and 
cunning, and can write and read like a priest. 

Geo. Call him,— Reynold.) If this fails, I 
y open force. Were Martin removed, no 

assert the bloody truth. 


secret, like the Deity. As tnou art 
BO be thy deliverance.” — Martin, 
played false ! 

Isa. Alas ! whither shall I fly ? 

“ instant death would fol- 
hundred thousand anas 
’ ^ 7 morsel thou didst taste, 

.“p which thou didst drink, the very breeze o* 
that fanned thee, would come loaded vrith de- 
One chance of safety is _ 'V 


Geo. Thou canst not fly ; 
low the attempt ; a 
raised against thy life j every 

every drop v. *- — 

heaven t.* 
struction. 

summons. , 

Isa. And perish—Yet why should I still fear death 

Be it so. 

Geo. No— I have sworn to save you. 
the work by halves. Does any one save 
of the dreadful deed ? 

Isa. None. 

Geo. Then go— assert your innocence, and leav 
the rest to me. 

Isa. Wretch that I am ! How can 1 support the 
task you would impose ? . * . 

Geo. TMnk on my father. Live for him : he wtU 
need all the comfort thou canst bestow. ^ Let the 
thought that Ms destruction is involved in thine, carry 
thee through the dreadful trial. 

Isa. Be it so.— For Rudiger I have lived ; for Mm 
I will continue to hear the burden of existence : 
fhe instant that gtdlt comes to Ms knowledge shall 
be tiie ia^ of my life. Ere I would bear from to 
' gl^o^ pf to®d ev of sco??% tMs 

Gsp. F«par mot. He can neyer know, 
shall appear against you. 

Isa, How shah I obey the summons,* 
the terrible judgment~seat \ 

Geo. Leave that to the judges. Resolve hut to obey, 
and a conductor will be found. Go to the chapel ; 
there pray for your sins and for mine. 
out, and retums.)-S>ms, indeed I 
vow, but I save the life of a parent ; and the penance remain in pnson m J 

I will do for mv penury shall appal even the judges short, and I pledge : 

of blood. ' execute my promise; 

Enter Reynold. unfold thy history. 

Rey, Sir knight, the messenger of Count Roderic Ber. I will do as 
desires to speak with you. squire in danger 1 

Geo. Admit him. CIeo. It is, unless 


Ber. My life, sir Knight, has been one scene oi 
danger and of dread. I have forgotten how to fear. 
Geo. Thy speech is above thy seeming. Who art 

but 1 thou? . , , 

Bee. An unfortunate knight, obliged to shroud 

myself under this disguise. 

Geo. What is the cause of thy misfortunes ? 

Ber. 1 slew, at a tournament, a prince, and was 
3^0 evidence laid under the ban of the empire. 

Geo. I have, interest with the emperor. Swear to 
and where find perform what task I shall impose on thee, and I will 
procure the recall of the ban. 

Ber. 1 swear. 

Geo. Then take the disguise of a monk, and go 
{He leads her with the follower of Count Roderic, as if to confess 
I break a dreadful my wounded squire Martin. Give him thy dress, and 

‘ Ms stead. Thy captivity shall be 


says he wiU tins mgnt near tue oai. uubtci,- »»*<-** - 

owlet scream ; and he bids me ask if thou also wilt the peijured knig 
Usten to the music. the arts of dissimr 

Geo. I understand him. I will he there. mother ! the mos 

Hdg. And the count says to you, that he will not has been the bin 

ransom your wounded squire, though you would down- warn my brothe 

weigh his best horse with gold. But you may send Henry, how little 
him a confessor, for the count says he will need one. What, ho there ! 
Geo. Is he so near death ? Baron Henry ? ^ 

Hxjg. Not as it seems to me. He is weak through Att. Noble sir, 
loss of blood ; but since his wound was dressed he can ment, to visit the 
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Geo. Saddle my steed j 1 will follow him. 

Att. So please you, your noble father has twice de- 
manded your presence at the banquet. 

Geo. It matters not — say that I have ridden forth 
to the Wolfshill. Where is thy lady ? 

Att. In the chapel, sir knight. 

Geo. ’Tis well-saddle my bay-horse— for 
the last time. 


ACT lY.— SCENE I. 

The wood of Griefenhaus^ with the ruins of the Castle. A 

nearer view of the Castle than in Act Second^ but still 

ai some distance. 

Enter Eodehic, Wolfstein, a7id Soldiers, as from a 
reconnoitring party. 

Wolf. They mean to improve their success, and 
will push their advantage far. We must retreat be- 
times, Count Roderie. 

Rod. We are safe here for the present. They make 
no immediate motion of advance. I fancy neither 
George nor Henry are with their party in the wood. 

Enter Hugo. 

Hug. Noble sir, how shall I tell what has hap- 
pened ? 

Rod. What? 

Hug. Martin has escaped. 

Rod. Yillain, thy life shall pay it ! {Strilces at 
Hugo — is Wolfstein.) 

Wolf. Hold, hold, Count Roderie ! Hugo may he 
blameless. 

Rod. Reckless slave I how came he to escape ! 

Hug. Under the disguise of a monk^s habit, whom 
by your orders we brought to confess him. 

Rod. Has he been long gone ? 

Hug. An hour and more since he passed our sen- 
tinels, disguised as the chaplain of Aspen ; but he 
walked so slowly and feebly, I think he cannot yet 
have reached the posts of the enemy. 

Rod. Where is the treacherous priest ? 

Hug. He waits his doom not far from hence. 

Hugo. 

Rod. Drag him hither. The miscreant that snatched 
the morsel of vengeance from the lion of Maltingen, 
shall expire under torture, 

Ee-enter 'B.vm, with Bertram and Attendants. 

Rod. Yillain ! what tempted thee, under the garb 
of a minister of religion, to steal a criminal from the 
hand of justice ? 

Ber. I am no villain, Count Roderie; and I only 
aided the escape of one wounded wretch whom thou 
didst mean to MU basely. 

^ Rod. Liar and slave I thou hast assisted a murderer, 
upon whom justice had sacred claims. 


Ber. I warn thee again, Count, that I am neither 
liar nor slave. Shortly I hope to tell thee I am once 
more thy equal. 

Rod. Thoul Thou! 

Ber. Yes! the name of Bertram of Ebersdorf was 
once not unknown to thee. 

Rod. {astonished.) Thou Bertram! the brother of 
Arnolf of Ebersdorf, first husband of the Baroness 
Isabella of Aspen ? 

Ber. The same. 

Rod, Who, in a quarrel at a tournament, many 
years since, slew a blood-relation of the emperor, and 
was kid under the ban ? 

Ber. The same. 

Rod, And who has now, in the disguise of a priest, 
aided the escape of Martin, squire to George of As- 
pen? 

Ber, The same— the same. 

Rod. Then, by the holy cross of Cologne, thou hast 
set at liberty the murderer of thy brother Arnolf I 

Ber. How ! What I I understand thee not ! 

, ^Rod. Miserable plotter I — Martin, by his own con- 
, fession, as Wolfstein heard, avowed having aided Isa- 
bella in the murder of her husband. I had laid such 
a plan of vengeance as should have made all Germany 
I shudder. And thou hast counteracted it— thou, the 
i brother of the murdered Arnolf I 

Ber. Can this be so, Wolfstein 1 

Wolf. I heard Martin confess the murder. 

Ber. Then am I indeed unfortunate ! 

Rod, What, in the name of evil, brought thee 
here ? 

Ber. I am the last of my race. When I was out- 
lawed, as thou knowest, the lauds of Ebersdorf, my 
rightful inheritance, were declared forfeited, and the 
Emperor bestowed them upon Rudiger when he mar- 
ried Isabella. I attempted to defend my domain, hut 
Rudigei^— Hell thank him for it— enforced the ban 
against me at the head of his vassals, and I was con- 
strained to fly. Since then I have warred against the 
Saracens in Spain and Palestine. 

Rod. But why didst thou return to a land where 
death attends thy being discovered 1 

Ber. Impatience urged me to see once more the 
land of my nathity, and the towers of Ebersdorf. I 
came there yesterday, under the name of the minstrel 
Minhold. 

Rod. And what prevailed on thee to undertake to 
deliver Martin ? 

Ber. George, though I told not my name, engaged 
to procure the recall of the ban ; besides, he told me 
Martin’s life was in danger, and I accounted the old 
villain to he the last remaining follower of our house. 
But, as God shall judge me, the tale of horror thou 
hast mentioned I could not have even suspected. Re- 
port ran, that my brother died of the plague. 

Wolf. Raised for the purpose, doubtless, of pre- 
venting attendance upon his siek-bed, and an inspec- 
tion of his body. 

Ber. My vengeance shall be dreadful as its cause ! 
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ibe usurpers of my inlieritarice, the robbers of my ho- Hen. How sol 

notir, the murderers of my brother^ shall be cut off, Geo. If he does not consent, his secrecy will b® 
root and branch ! speedily ensured by his death. To that we are sworn 

Kod. Thou art, then, welcome here; especially if — take thy choice I 
thou art still a true brother to our invisible order. Hen. Well, are you not banded in secret to punish 
Bbr. I am. those offenders whom the sword of justice cannot 

Rod, There is a meeting this night on the business reach, or who are shielded from its stroke by the 

of thy brother’s death. Some are now come. I must buckler of power? 

despatch them in pursuit of Martin, Geo. Such is indeed the purpose of our fraternity ; 

but the end is pursued through paths dark, intricate, 
EnUr Hugo. and slippery with blood. Who is he that shall tread 

Hug. The foes advance, sir knight. them with safety? Accursed be the hour in which I 

Rod. Back I back to the ruins! Come with us, entered the labyrinth, and doubly accursed that, in 

Bertram j on the road thou shalt hear the dreadful which thou too must lose the cheerful sunshine of a 
history, [Exeunt soul without a mystery I 

Hen. Yet for thy sake will I be a member. 

From the opposite side enUr George, Henry, Geo. Henry, thou didst rise this morning a free 

WiCKERD, Conrad, and Soldiers. man. No one could say to thee, " Why dost thou so ? ” 

Geo. No news of Martin yet ? Thou layest thee down to-night the veriest slave that 

Wic. None, sir knight. ever tugged at an oar — the slave of men whose actions 

Geo, Nor of the minstrel ? will appear to thee savage and incomprehensible, and 

Wic. None. * whom thou must aid against the world, upon peril oi 

Geo. Then he has betrayed me, or is prisoner — thy throat, 
misery either way. Begone, and search the wood, Hen. Be it so. I will share your lot. 

Wickerd. Wickerd Geo. Alas, Henry! Heaven forbid ! But since thou 

Hen, Still this dreadful gloom on thy brow, brother? hast by a hasty word fettered thyself, I will avail my- 
Geo . Ay ! what else ? self of thy bondage. Mount thy fleetest steed, and hie 

Hen. Once thou thoughtestmeworthy of thy friend- thee this very night to the Duke of Bavaria. He is 
ship. chief and paramount of our chapter. Show him this 

Geo. Henry, thou art young— dgnet and this letter ; tell him that matters will be 

Hen. Shall I therefore betray thy confidence? this mght discussed concerning the house of Aspen. 

Gfeo. Not but thou art gentle and well-natured. Bid him speed him to the assembly, for he well knows 
Thy mind cannot even support the burden which mine the president is our deadly foe. He will adroit thee 
must bear, far less wilt thou approve the means I shall a member of our holy body, 
use to throw it off. Hen, Who is the foe whom you dread ? 

Hen. Try me. Geo. Young man, the first duty thou must learn is 

Geo, I may not. implicit and blind obedience. 

Hen. Then thou dost no longer love me. Hen. Well ! I shall soon return and see thee again. 

Geo. I love thee, and because I love thee, I will not Geo. Return, indeed, thou wilt ; but for the rest— 

involve thee in my distress. well! that matters not. 

Hen. I will bear it with thee. Hen. I go; thou wilt set a watch here? 

Geo. Shouldst thou share it, it would be doubled to Geo. I will. (Henry going.) Return, my dear 

me I Henry ; let me embrace thee, shouldst thou not see 

Hen, Fear not, I will find a remedy. me again. 

Geo. It would cost thee peace of mind, here, and Hen. Heaven! what mean you? 
hereafter. Geo. Nothing. The life of mortals is precarious ; 

Hen. I take the risk. and, should we not meet again, take my blessing and 

Geo. It may not he, Henry. Thou wouldst become this embrace — and this — {emhraces him warmly.) And 
the confidant of crimes past— the accomplice of others now haste to the duke. {EscU Henry.) Poor youth, 
to come. thou little knowest what thou hast undertaken. But 

Hen, Shall I guess? ' if Martin has escaped, and if the duko arrives, they 

Geo, I charge thee, no ! will not dare to proceed without proof. 

Hen, I must. Thou art one of the secret judges. 

Geo* Unhappy boy I what hast thou said? Re^enier Wickerd andJoUoivers, 

Hen. Is it not so? Wic. We have made a follower of Maltingon pri- 

Geo. Dost thou know what the discovery has cost soner, Baron George, who reports that Martin hai» 
thee?.:. ....'■ escaped. 

Hen. I care not. Geo. Joy! joy! such joy as I can now feel! Set 

Geo. He who discovers any part of our mystery him free for the good news — and, Wickerd, keep a 
must himself become one of our number* good watch in this spot all night. Send out scouts to 
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find Martin, lest he should not be able to reach Ebers- 

dorf. SCENE III. 

‘ Wic. I shall, noble sir. 

JceUk-druTRs and trumpets fiourish as for Tke Wood of Gri^erJiaus. — A watch-fire, round ‘which sii 
setting the watch: the scene doses* ’Wickerh, Conbab, and others, m their watdi-doahs* 


"Wic. The night is bitter cold. 

Con. Ay, but thou hast lined thy doublet well 
old Rhenish. 

The diapel at Ebersdorf, an anci&d Gothic huUdiTig, Wic* True; and I’ll give you warrant for it. 

Isabella is discovered rising from before the altar, on 

whkh burn two tapers. (rhein-wbin lied.) 

Isa. I cannot pray. Terror and guilt have stifled What makes the troopers’ frozen courage muster ? 
devotion. The heart must be at ease — the hands must The grapes of juice divine, 

bo pure when they are lifted to Heaven, Midnight is Upon the Rhine, upon the Rhine they cluster : 
the hour of summons : it is now near. How can 1 Oh, blessed be the Rhine 1 
pray, when I go resolved to deny a crime which every 

drop of my blood could not wash away ! And my son ! Let fringe and furs, and many a rabbit skin, sirs. 

Oh! he will fall the victim of my crime! Arnolf! Bedeck your Saracen ; 

Arnolf ! thou art dreadfully avenged 1 ( Tap at the He ’ll freeze without what warms our hearts within, 
door.) The footstep of my dreadful guide. {Tap ® sirs, 

again.) My courage is no more, {Enter Gertrude When the night-frost crusts the fen, 
by the door.) Gertrude! is it only thou 1 {embraces ^ 

her.) But on the Rhine, but on the Rhine they cluster, 

Ger. Dear aunt, leave this awful place ; it chills my The gvapes of juioc divine, 
very blood. My uncle sent me to call you to the That make our troopers’ frozen courage muster ; 
hall. Oh, blessed be the Rhine ! 

Isa. Who is in the hall ? 

Ger. Only Reynold and the family, with whom my Con. Well sung, Wickerd; thou wert ever a jovial 
uncle is making merry. soul. 

Isa. Sa west thou no strange faces? Enter a trooper or twomore. 

Ger. No ; none but friends. Wic. Hast thou made the rounds, Prank? 

Isa. Art thou sure of that ? Is George there ? Prank. Yes, up to the hemlock marsh. It is a stormy 

Ger. No, nor Henry; both have ridden out. I night; the moon shone on the Wolfsliill, and on the 
think they might have staid one day at least. But dead bodies with which to-day’s work has covered it. 
come, aunt, I hate this place ; it reminds me of my We heard the spirit of the house of Maltingen wail- 
dream. See, yonder was the spot where methought ing over the slaughter of its adherents ; I durst go no 
they were burying you alive, below yon monument farther. 

{poinihig.) Wic. Hen-hearted rascal! The spirit of some old 

Isa. {starting.) The monument of my first husband, raven, who w^as picking their bones. 

Leave me, leave me, Gertrude. I follow in a moment. Con. Nay, Wickerd ; the churchmen say there are 

{Exit Gertrude.) Ay, there he lies! forgetful alike such things, 

of his crimes and injuries ! Insensible, as if this Prank, Ay ; and Father Ludovic told us last ser- 
chapel had never rung wdth my shrieks, or the castle mon, how the devil twisted the neck of ten farmers at 
resounded to his parting groans ! When shall 1 sleep ICletterbach, who refused to pay Peter’s pence, 
so soundly? (As she gazes on the monument, a figure Wic. Yes, some church devil, no doubt. 
muffied in hlach appears from behind it.) Merciful God ! Frank. Nay, old Reynold says, that in passing, by 
is it a vision, such as has haunted my couch? {It ap- midnight, near the old chapel at our castle, he saw it 
proaeJies: she goes on with mingled terror and resolution.) all lighted up, and heard a chorus of voices sing the 
Ghastly phantom, art thou the restless spirit of one who funeral service. 

died in agony, or art thou the mysterious being that Another Soldier. Father Ludovic heard the 
must guide me to the presence of the avengers of same. 

blood? {Figure be?ids its head and bechons.) — To-mor- Wic. Hearme,ye hare-livered boys! Can you look 
row! To-morrow! I cannot follow thee now! {Figure death in the face in battle, and dread such nursery 
shows a dagger from beneath its cloak.) Compulsion! bugbears? Old Reynold saw his vision in the strength 
I understand thee: I will follow. {She foUoivs the of the grape. As for the chaplain, far be it from me 
figu7’e a little waij: he turns and wraps a black veil round to name the spirit which visits him ; but I know what 
her head, and ia^ her hand: then both exeunt behind the I know, when I found him confessing Bertrand’s 
mo7m7nent) ^ pretty Agnes in the chestnut grove. 


SCENE 11. 












810 


SCOTT^S POETICAL WORKS. 


Con. But, Wiekerd, though I have often heard of 
strange tales which I could not credit, yet there is one 
in our family so well attested, that I almost believe it. 
Shall I tell it you? 

All Soldiees. Do I do tell it, gentle Conrad. 

Wjc. And I will take other sup of Rhenish to 
fence against the horrors of the tale. 

Con, It is about my own uncle and godfather, Albert 
of Horsheim. 

Wic. I have seen him — ^he was a gallant warrior. 

Con. Weill He was long absent in the Bohemian 
wars. In an expedition he was benighted, and came 
to a lone house on the edge of a forest : he and his 
follow;8rs knocked repeatedly for entrance in vain. 
They forced the door, but found no inhabitants. 

Prank. And they made good their quarters? 

Con, They did : and Albert retired to rest in an up- 
per chamber. Opposite to the bed on which he threw 
himself was a large mirror. At midnight he was 
awaked by deep groans : he cast his eyes upon the 
mirror, and saw 

Prank. Sacred Heaven I Heard you nothing? 

Wic. Ay, the wind among the withered leaves. Go 
on, Conrad. Your uncle was a wise man." 

Con, That ^s more than grey hairs can make other 
folks. 

Wic. Hal stripling, art thou so malapert? Though 
thou art Lord Henry’s page, I shall teach thee who 
commands this party. 

All Solexers. Peace, peace, good Wiokerd: let 
Conrad j>roeiidu ^ . 

Con. Wh6r® wasTI . v 

Peank. About the mirror. 

Con, True. My unde beheld in the mirror the 
reSection of a human face, distorted and covered with 
blood. A voice pronounced articulately, It is yet 
time.” As the words were spoken, my uncle discerned 
in the ghastly visage the features of his own father. 

Soldier. Hush 1 By St. Francis I heard a groan. 
( start up all hut W ickerd. ) 

Wic. The croaking of a frog, who has caught cold 
in this bitter night, and sings rather more hoarsely 
than usual. 

Prank. Wickerd, thou art surely no Christian. 
( Thep doumf and close round the fire, ) 

Con. Well — ^my uncle called up his attendants, and 
they searched every nook of the chamber, hut found 
nothing. So they covered the mirror with a doth, 
and Albert was left alone ; but hardly had he closed 
his eyes when the same voice proclaimed, It is now 
too late the covering was drawn aside, and he saw 
the figure 

Frank. Merciful Yirgin I It comes. {All rise.) 

Wic. Where? what? 

Con. See yon figure coming from the thicket I 

Enter Martin, in the TnonJe^s dress^ much disordered: 
his face is very pale and his steps slow. 

Wic. {levelling his pike.) Man or devil, which thou 
wilt, thou shalt feel cold iron, if thou budgest a foot 


nearer. (Martin stops.) Who art thou! What 
dost thou seek ? 

Mar. To warm myself at your fire. It is deadly 
cold. 

Wic. See there, ye cravens, your apparition is a 
poor benighted monk: sit down, father. {Thep place 
Martin bp the fire.) By heaven, it is Martin — our 
Martin 1 Martin, how fares it with thee ? We have 
sought thee this whole night. 

Mar. So have many others {mcantlp.) 

Con. Yes, thy master. 

Mar. Did you see him too 1 

Con. Whom ? Baron George ! 

Mar. No ! my first master, Arnolf of Ebersdorf. 

Wic. He raves. 

Mar, He passed me but nowin the wood, mounted 
upon his old black steed; its nostrils breathed smoke 
and flame ; neither tree nor rock stopped him. Ho 
said, “ Martin, thou wilt return this night to my ser- 
vice I” 

W’’tc. Wrap thy cloak around him, Francis; he is 
distracted with cold and pain. Dost thou not recol- 
lect me, old friend ? 

Mar. Yes, you are the butler at Ebersdorf : you 
have the charge of the large gilded cup, embossed 
with the figures of the twelve apostles. It was the 
favourite goblet of my old master. 

Con, By our Lady, Martin, thou must be distracted 
indeed, to think our master would intrust Wickerd 
with the care of the cellar. 

Mar. I know a face so Uke the apostate Judas on 
that cup. I have seen the likeness when I gaaied on 
a mirror. , 

Wic. Try to go to sleep, dear Martin ; it will re- 
lieve thy brain. {Footsteps are heard in the wood.) To 
your arms, {TJtep take their arms.) 

Enter two Members of the Invisible Tribunal, muffled 
in their eloahs. 

Con. Stand ! Who are you ? 

1 Mem. Travellers benighted in the wood. 

Wic. Are ye friends to Aspen or Maltingen % 

1 Mem. We enter not into their quarrel : we are 
friends to the right. 

Wic. Then are ye friends to us, and welcome tc 
pass the night by our fire. 

2 Mem. Thanks. {Thep approach the fire, and re* 
gard Mk'R’sm mip earnestlp.) 

Con. Hear ye any news abroad ? 

2 Mem. None ; but that oppression and villany are 
rife and rank as ever. 

Wic. The old complaint. 

1 Mem. No ! never did former age equal this in 

wickedness ; and yet, as if the daily commission of 
enormities were not enough to blot the sun, every 
hour discovers crimes which have lain concealed for 
years. ■ , , , 

Con. Pity the Holy Tribunal should slumber in its 
ofiice. 

2 Mem. Young man, it slumbers not. When cri- 
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Bimais are ripe for its vengeance, it fells like the bolt 
of Heaven. 

Mar. {aUempting to rise.') Let me be gone. 

Con. {detaining Mm.) Whither now, Martin ? 

Mar. To mass. 

1 Mem. JEven now, we heard a tale of a villain, 
who, ungrateful as the frozen adder, stung the bosom 
that had warned him into life. 

Mar. Conrad, bear me off ; I would be away ft'oni 
these nien. 

Con. Be at ease, and strive to sleep. 

Mar. Too well I know — I shall never sleep again. 

2 Mem. The wretch of whom we speak became, 
from revenge and lust of gain, the murderer of the 
master whose bread he did eat. 

Wic. Out upon the monster ! 

1 Mem. For nearly thirty years was he permitted 
to cumber the ground. The miscreant thought his 
crime was concealed ; but the earth which groaned 
under his footsteps — the winds which passed over his 
unhallowed head — the stream which he polluted by 
his lips — the fire at which he warmed, his blood- 
stained hands — every element bore witness to his 
guilt. . ■ ■ , I 

Mar. Conrad, good youth — lead me from hence, 
and I will show thee where, thirty years since, I de- 
,posited a mighty bribe. [ibises. 

Con. Be patient, good Martin, 

Wic. And where was the miscreant seized 1 

ITJie txm Members suddenly lay hands m 
M.vrttn, coze? dmia their daggers; the Sol” 
diers spring io their arnts. 

1 Mem. On this very spot. 

*\Vic. Traitors, unloose your hold ! 

1 Mem. In the name of the Invisible Judges. I 
charge ye, impede us not in our duty. 

[All sink their weapons, and stand motionless. 

Mar. Help ! help I 

1 Mem. Help him with your prayers ! 

[He is dragged off. The seem shwts. 


ACT Y.--SCENE I, 

The sixhterranean chapel of the Castle of Gricfen'hxms. It 
seems deserted, and in decay. There are four entrances, 
each defended by an iron portal. At each door stands 
a warder clothed in black, and masked, armed with a 
naked sword. During the whole sceoie they remain 
motionless on tlieir posts. In the centre of the chapel is 
the ruimm altar, half sunk in tM ground, 07i tvhich lie 
a large hook, a dagger, and a coil of I'opes, beside two 
lighted tapers, A Jitigue stone benches of different heights 
around the chapel. In the back scene is seen a dilapfi” 
dated entrance into the sacristy, which is quite dark. 

Various Members of the Invisible Trihimal emter by the 
four different doors of the chapel. Each whispers 
somdhing as he passes the 'Warder, which is answered 


by an indinatim head. The costume of the Mem- 
bers is a long blaek robe, capable of muffling the face : 
some wea/r it in this manner ; others ham their faces 
uncmered, unless on the edrance of a stranger : they 
plam themselves in profound silence upon the 
bencMs, 

Enter Count Eoderic, dressed m a scarlet doak of 
the same form wUh those of the other Mendbers, He 
takes Ids place on the most eUmted bench. 

Rod, Warders, secure the doors 1 ( The doors are 
barred with great care.) Herald, do thy duty ! 

[Members all rise — Hercdd stands by the (dtar. 
Her. Members of the Invisible Tribunal, who judge 
in secret, and avenge in secret, like the Deity, are 
your hearts free from malice, and your hands from 
blood-guiltiness? 

"[All the Members incline thdr heads. 
Rod. God pardon our sins of ignorance, and pre- 
serve us from those of presumption. 

[Again the Members solemnly incline their heads. 
Her. To the east, and to the west, and to the 
north, and to the south, I raise my voice ; wherever 
there is treason, wherever there is blood-guiltiness, 
wherever there is sacrilege, sorcery, roobery, or per- 
jury, there let this curse alight, and pierce the mar- 
row and the bone. Raise, then, your voices, and say 
with me, woe ! woe, unto ofiendersr I 
All. Woe I woe I [Members sit down 

Her. He who know'eth of an unpunished crime, 
let him stand forth as bound by his oath when his 
hand was laid upon the dagger and upon the cord, 

: and call to the assembly for vengeance 1 
j Mem- {rises, his Jace covered.) Vengeance I veii- 
r geaiice I vengeance I 

! Rod. Upon whom dost thou invoke vengeance * 

I Accuser. Upon a brother of this order, who is for- 
sworn and peijured to its laws. 

Rod. Relate his crime. 

Accu. This perjured brother was sworn, upon the 
steel and upon the cord, to denounce malefactors to 
the judgment-seat, from the four quarters of heaven, 
though it were the spouse of his heart, or the son 
whom he loved as the apple of his eye ; yet did he 
conceal the guilt of one who was dear unto him ; he 
folded up the crime from the knowledge of the tribu- 
nal ; he removed the evidence of guilt, and withdrew 
the criminal from justice. What does his perjury de- 
serve % 

Rod. Accuser, come before the altar; lay thy hand 
upon the dagger aud the cord, and swear to the truth 
of thy accusation. 

Accu. (Hs Imid on the altar.) 1 swear I 
Rod. Wilt thou take upon thyself the penalty of 
perjury, should it be found false 1 
Accu. I will. 

Rod. Brethren, what is your sentence ? 

[The Members confer a moment in whispers — a 
silence 
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iSldest Mem. Our voice is, that the perjured bro- 
ther merits death. 

Eod. Accuser, thou hast heard the voice of the as- 
sembly ; name the criminaL 
Accu. G-eorge, Baron of Aspen. 

[A murmur in i7te assembly. 

A Mem. {suddenly rising.) I am ready, according to 
our holy laws, to swear, by the steel and the cord, 
that George of Aspen merits not this accusation, and 
that it is a foul calumny, 

Accu, Rash man I gagest thou an oath so lightly? ' 
Mem. I gage it not lightly. 1 proffer it in the cause 
of innocence and virtue. 

Accu. What if George of Aspen should not himself 
deny the charge ? 

Mem. Then would I never trust man again. 

Accu. Hear him, then, bear witness against himself 
{tkmvs back Iiis mantle.) 

Rod. Baron George of Aspen 1 
Geo. The same-prepared to do penance for the 
crime of which he stands self-accused. 

Rod. Still, canst thou disclose the name of the cri- 
minal whom thou hast rescued from justice, on that 
condition alone, thy brethren may save thy life. 

Ge 50. Thinkest thou I would betray for the safety 
of ray life, a secret I have preserved at the breach of 
my word?— No 1 I have weighed the value of my ob- 
ligation— I will not discharge it— but most willingly 
will I pay the penalty ! 

Rod. Retire, George of Aspen, till the assembly 
pronounce judgment, 

Geo. Welcome be your sentence— I am weary of 
your yoke of iron, A li^t beams on my soul. Woe 
to those who seek justice in the dark haunts of mys- 
tery and of cruelty I She dwells in the broad blaze of 
the sun, and Mercy is ever by her side. Woe to those 
who would advance the general weal by trampling 
upon the social affections ! they aspire to be more than 
men— they shall become worse than tigers. I go : 
better for me your altars should be stained with my 
blood, than ray soul blackened with your crimes. 

George, by the ruinous door in tlis hack 
scene f into the sacristy. 

Rod, Brethren, sworn upon the steel and upon the 
cord, to judge and to avenge in secret, without favour 
and without pity, what is your judgment upon George 
of Aspen, self-accused of perjury, and resistance to the 
laws of our fraternity, 

[Long and earnest murmurs in the assembly. 
Rod, Speak your doom. 

Eldest Mem. George of Aspen has declared him- 
self perjured the penalty of perjury is death ! 

Rod. Father of the secret judges— Eldest among 
those who avenge in secret— tal^e to thee the steel and 
the cord ; — let the guilty no longer cumber the land. 

Eldest Mem. I am fourscore and eight years old. 
My eyes are dim, and my hand is feeble ; soon shall 
I be called before the throne of ray Creator ; — How 
shall I stand there, stained with the blood of such a 
man * 


Rod, How wilt thou stand before that throne, load- 
ed with the guilt of a broken oath ? The blood of the 
criminal be upon us and ours i 
Eldest Mem. So be it, in the name of God ! 

IHe takes the dagger from the altar, goes slowly 
towards the hack scene^ and reludatdly enters 
the sacristy. 

Eldest Judge (/row behind the scene.) Dost thou 
forgive me ? 

Geo, {behind.) I do ! {He is heard to fall Imtvily.) 
\_Re-'e7iter the old judge from the sacristy. lie 
lays onthe altar the bloody dagger. 

Rod. Hast thou done thy duty ? 

Eldest Mem. I have. {He faints.) 

Rod. He swoons. Remove him. 

{He is assisted off the stage. Hurifig this four 
members enter the sacristy^ and bnng out a 
bier covered with a pall, which they place on 
the steps of the altar. A deep silence. 

Rod. Judges of evil, dooming in secret, and aveng- 
ing in secret, like the Deity : God keep your thoughts 
from evil, and your hands from guilt. 

Bee. I raise my voice in this assembly, and cry, 
Vengeance! vengeance! vengeance! 

Rod. Enough has this night been done— (/w rise? 
and brings Bertram fo^'ward.) Think what thou 
doest— George has fallen — it were murder to slay both 
mother and son. 

Ber. George of Aspen w]^ thy victim^ — a sacrifice 
to thy hatred and envy, I olidm mine, sacred to jus- 
tice and to my murdered brother. Resume thy place I 
—thou canst not stop the rock thou hast put in mo- 
tion. 

Rod. {resumes his seed.) Upon whom callest thou for 
vengeance ? 

Ber. Upon Isabella of Aspen. 

Rod. She has been summoned. 

Herald. Isabella of Aspen, accused of murder by 
poison, I charge thee to appear, and stand upon thy 
defence. 

[ Three knocks are hard at one of ih doors — it 
is opened by the warder. 

Enter Isabella, the veil still wrapped around her had, 
led by her conductor. All the members muffle tlidr 


Rod. Uncover her eyes. 

{The veil is removed. Isabella loUdly 
round. 

Rod. Knowest thou, lady, where thou art ? 

Isa. I guess. 

Rod. Say thy guess. 

Isa. Before the Avengers of blood. 

Rod. Knowest thou why thou art called to their 
presence? 

Isa. No. 

Rod. Speak, accuser. 

Ber. I impeach thee, Isabella of Aspen, before this 
awful assembly, of having murdered, privily and by 
poison, Arnolf of Ebersdorf, thy first hushatuh 
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jvOD, Canst thoTi swear to the accusation ! 

Ber. (his hand on tlie altar.) I lay my hand on the 
steel and the cord, and swear. 

Bon. Isabella of Aspen, thou hast heard thy accu- 
sation. What canst thou answer ? 

Isa. That the oath of an accuser is no pnoof of guilt ! 
Ron. Hast thou more to say I 
Isa. I have. 

Ron. Speak on. 

Isa. Judges invisible to the sun, and seen only by 
the stars of midnight I I stand before you, accused of 
an enormous, daring, and premeditated crime. 1 w'as 
married to Arnolf when I was only eighteen years 
old. Arnolf was wary and jealous ; ever suspecting 
me without a cause, unless it was because he had in- 
jured me. How then should I plan and perpetrate 
such a deed ? The lamb turns not against the wolf, 
though a prisoner in his den. 

Rod. Have you finished ? 

Isa. a moment. Years after years have elapsed 
without a whisper of this foul suspicion. Arnolf left 
a brother ! though common fame had been silent, 
natural affection would have been heard against me— 
why spoke he not my accusation ? Or has my conduct 
justified this horrible charge? No! awful judges, I 
may answer, ! have founded cloisters,! have endowed 
hospitals. The goods that Heaven bestowed on me I 
have not held back from the needy. I appeal to you, 
judges of evil, can these proofs of innocence be down- 
weighed by the assertion of an unknown and disguised, 
perchance a malignant accuser ? 

Ber. No longer will I wear that disguise {throios 
hack his mantle.) Host thou know me now ? 

Isa. Yes j I know thee for a wandering minstrel, 
relieved by the charity of my husband, 

Ber. No, traitress ! know me for Bertram of Ebers- 
dorf, brother to him thou didst murder. Call her ac- 
complice, Martin. Ha ! turnest thou pale ? 

Isa, May I have some water?— (Ajoar^.) Sacred 
Heaven ! his vindictive look is so like — 

\_Water is brought. 
A Mem. Martin died in the hands of our brethren. 
Rod. Dost thou know the accuser, lady ? 

Isa. {reassuming fortitude.) Let not the sinking of 
nature under this dreadful trial be imputed to the con- 
sciousness of guilt. I do know the accuser— know 
him to be outlawed for homicide, and under the ban 
of the empire : his testimony cannot be received. 
Eldest Judge. She says truly. 

Ber. (to Roderic.) Then I call upon thee and 
William of Wolfsteiu to bear witness to what you 
know. 

Rod, Wolfstein is not in the assembly, and my place 
prevents me from being a witness. 

Ber. Then I will call another : meanwhile let the 
accused be removed. 

Rod. Retire, lady. [Isabella is led to the sacristy. 
IsA. {in going of .) The ground is slippery — 
Heavens ! it is floated with blood ! 

IMxit into the sacristy* 


Rod. {apart to Bertram.) Whom dost thou mean 
to call ! [Bertram whirrs, 

Rod. This goes beyond me. (A/tor a momenfs 
thought.) But be it so. Maltingen shall behold Aspen 
humbled in the dust. (Aloud!.) Brethren, the accu- 
ser calls for a witness who remains without : admit 
him. (All muffle i^r fa>ces, 

JEnter Rudiger, Tm eymhbund or cmered^ lecmng upon 
two m.emh&rs; Hwy place a stool for and unbind 
his eyes. 

Rod. Knowest thou where thou art, and before 
whom ? . ■ 

Rud. I know not, and I care not. Two strangers 
summoned me from my castle to assist, they said, at 
a great act of justice. I ascended the litter they 
brought, and I am here. 

Rod, It regards the punishment of perjury and the 
discovery of murder. Art thou willing to assist us % 
Rud. Most willing, as is my duty. 

Rod. "What if the crime regard thy friend ? 

Rud. I will hold him no longer so. 

Rod. "What if thine own blood ? 

Rud. I would let it out with my poniard. 

Rod, Then canst thou not blame us for this deed of 
justice. Remove the pall . ( The pall is lifted^ beneath 
which is dis&yuered the body George pale and bloody, 
stagg&rs towards it.) 

Rud. My George ! my George ! Not slain manly in 
battle, but murdered by legal assassins. Much, much 
may I mourn thee, my beloved boy ; but not now — 
not now : never will I shed a tear for thy death till I 
have cleared thy fame. — Hear me, ye midnight mur- 
derers, he was innocent {raking his voice) — upright as 
the truth itself. Let the man who dares gainsay me 
lift that gage. If the Almighty does not strengthen 
these frail limbs, to makegood a father’s quarrel, I 
have a son left, who will vindicate the honour of Aspen^, 
or lay his bloody body beside his brother’ll. 

Rod. Raah and insensate! Hear first the cause. 
Hear the dishonour of thy house. 

Isx. (froni the sacristy.) Never shall he hear it till 
the author is no more! (Rudiger attempts to nish to- 
wards the sacristy p hui is preverited. Isabella enters 
wmndedy and throws herself on George’s body.) 

Isa. Murdered for me — forme! my dear, dear son I 
Rud. (sMMif.) Cow'ardly villains, let me loose! 
Maltingen, this is thy doing ! Thy face thou wouldst 
disguise, thy deeds thou canst not ! I defy thee to in- 
stant and mortal combat ! 

l%k. {JLodkihg up.) No! no! endanger not tbylife! 
Myself! myself! I could not bear thou shouldst know 
Oh! {Dies.) 

Rud. Oh 1 let me go— let me but try to stop her 
blood, and I will forgive all. 

Rod. Drag him off and detain him. The voice of 
lamentation must not disturb the stem deliberation of 
justice. 

Rud. Bloodhound of Maltingen ! Well beseems 
thee thy base revenge ! The marks of my son’s lance 



are still on thy craven crest ! Vengeance on the band 
. of ye 1 [Rudig^ir is dragged off to tlie sacfiisiy, 

Ron. Brethren, we stand discovered I What is to 
be done to him who shall descry our mystery I 
Eldest Judge. He must become a brother of our 
order, or die I 

Rod. This man will never join us I He cannot put 
his hand into ours, which are stained with the blood 
of his wife and son: he must therefore die ! 
murs in the assemhlg.) Brethren ! I wonder not at 
your reluctance ; but the man is powerful, has friends 
and allies to buckler his cause. It is over with us, 
and with our order, unless the laws are obeyed. 
{Fainter murmurs.) Besides, have we not sworn a 
deadly oath to execute these statutes 1 (A dead silence.) 
Take to thee the steel and the cord {to the eldest 
judge.) 

Eldest Judge. He has done no evil— ho was the 
companion of my battle — I will not 1 
Rod. (^0 another.) Do thou— and succeed to the 
rank of him who has disobeyed. Remember your oath ! 
{Member takes the dagger and goc^ irresolutely forward; 
looks into the sacrisiy, and comes hack,) 

Mem. He has fainted — fainted in anguish for his 
wife and his son ; the bloody ground is strewed with 
his white hairs, torn by those hands that have fought 
for Christendom. I will not be your butcher. — ( Throws 
down, the dagger.) 

Ber. Irresolute and peijured 1 the robber of my in- 
heritance, the author of my exile, shall die ! 

Rod. Thanks, Bertram. Execute the doom— se- 
cure the safety of the holy tribunal ! 

^Bertram soses ihe dagger^ and i$ aboiU to 
rush into the sacristy^ when three loud knochs 
are heard at ike door. 

All. Hold 1 Hold ! 

[ The Didke ^Bavaria, attended by many mem* 
hers of the Invmhle Tribunal, enters, dressed 
in a scarlet mantle trimmed with ermine, and 
wearmga dtwal crown. — He carries a rod in 
his hand. — All rise. — A murmur among the 
meirdiers, who whisper to each oilier^ The 
Dukef « The Chief f ^c. 
liOD. The Duke of Bavaria ! I am lost. 

Duke, {secs the bodies.) I am too late — the victims 
have fallen; 

Hen. {who enters with the Duke.) Gracious Heaven ! 
0 George! 

Rud. {from tho saoristy.) Henry— it is thy voice — 
save me I [Henry rushes into the sacristy. 

Duke. Roderic of Maltingen, descend from the seat 
which thou hast dishonoured— (Roderic leaves his 


place, which the, Dufee occupies.) — Thou standest accused 
of having perverted the laws of our order; for that^, 
being a mortal enemy to ho House of Aspen, thou 
hast abused thy sacred authority to pander to thy 
private revenge; and to this Wolfstein has been wit- 
uess. , 

Rod. Chief among our circles, 1 have but acted 
according to our laws. 

Duke. Thou hast indeed observed the letter of our 
statutes, and woe am I that they do warrant this 
night's bloody work! I cannot do unto thee as I 
I would, but what 1 can I will. Thou hast not in- 
deed transgressed our law, but thou hast wrested and 
abused it: kneel down, therefore, and place thy hands 
betwixt mine. (Roderic kneels as directed.) I de- 
grade thee from thy sacred office {spreads Jhk hands, as 
pushing Roderic from him.) If after two days thou 
darestto pollute Bavarian ground by thy footsteps, be 
it at the peril of the steel and the cord (Roderic 
mm) I dissolve this meeting (a// me.) Judges and 
condemners of others, God teach you knowledge of 
yourselves! {All bend their heads — Duke breaks Ms 
rod, and comes forward.) 

Rod. Lord Duke, thou hast charged mo with 
treachery— thou art my liege lord— but who else dares 
maintain the accusation, lies in his throat. 

Hen. {rushmg from the sacristy.) Villain! I accept 
tliy challenge ! 

Rod. Vain boy ! my lance shall chastise thee in the 
lists — there lies my gage. 

Duke. Henry, on thy allegiance, touch it not. {To 
Roderic.) Lists shalt thou never more enter ; lance 
shalt thou never more wield {draws his sword.) With 
this sword wast thou dubbed a knight; with this 
sword I dishonour thee— I thy prince— (s/ri^cs Mm 
slightly with the fat of the sword) — I take from thee tlie 
degree of knight, the dignity of chivalry. Thou art 
no longer a free German noble ; thou art lionourless 
! and rightless ; the funeral obsequies shall be per- 
formed for thee as for one dead to knightly honour 
and to fair fame ; thy spurs shall bo haclvcd from thy 
heels ; thy aims baffied and reversed by the common 
executioner. Go, fraudful and dishonoured, hide thy 
shame in a foreign land I (Roderic shovis a dumb cx* 
pression of rage. ) Lay hands on Bertram of Ebersdorf , 
as I live, he shall pay the forfeiture of his outlawry 
Henry, aid us to remove thy father from this charriol- 
house. Never shall he know the dreadful secret. Be 
it mine to soothe his sorrows, and to restore the ho- 
nour of the House of Aspen. 

{Curiain slmly fhlU.) 


THE END. 
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“Alice Brand,” 205 246, n, 

“ Allen- a-D ALE,” 315. 

Alvanley, lady, 649, n. 

Ambition, personification of, 271. 

“Ancient Mariner,” Coleridge’s, 558, 


Bailt.ie, Joanna, letter to, on Rokeby, 
345. Prologue to her “Family Le- 
gend,” 635. Dedication to her of 
“Macduff’s Cross,” 738. 

97. 523, n, 7521, «• 

Balfour of Burley, epitaph on, 660. 
Verses found in his pocket-book, ib. 

“ Ballad, the Ancient, Essay on 
Imitations of,” 554. 

“ Ballads, iMiTATiavs of,” 572. 

FROM THE Gbrrun,” 606 - 622 . 

and Poems, ancient, very few 

manuscript records of discovered, 
543. Printed in Garlands, ib. 

Collections of, by Pepys, 543. 

The Duke of Roxburgh, ib. An anony- 
mous editor, ib. Miller and Chapman, 
?'b James Watson, 544. Allan Ram- 
say, ib. Dr. Percy, ib. Evans, 547. 
David Herd, 548. Pinkerton, ib. Rit- 
son, ib. Scott (the Border Minstrelsy 1 
549. Sir J. G. Dalzell, ib. Robert 
Jamieson, Motherwell, 550. Fin- 
lay, ib. Kinloch, ib. C. K. Sharpe, 
ih. Charles Leslie, ib. Peter Buchan, 
ib. And Rev. C. H. Hartshorne, 551. 

Ballantyne, Mr. James, Border Min- 
strelsy, the first wcijk printed by him, 
549. 567* Letters from Scott to, 227. 
229. 2a5. 299. 303. 306. 315. 346. His 
remarks on John Kemble’s retirement 
from the Edinburgh stage, 665, w. 
Constable’s soh'iquels of, 704. 

— Mr. John, 660. 

Bangor the Monks of, 666. 

“ Bannatyne Club, The,” 703. 

Bannatyne, George, compiler of ancient 
MSS,, 703, 704. 

Bannerman, Miss Anne, her “ Tales of 
Superstition and Chivalry,” 558. 

Bannockburn, Battle of, 454 ; stanza 18 
to end of the poem. See also notes, 
pp. 491. 497, 

Bansters, what, 548, n. 

Barbauld, Mrs. 564. 

“ Bard’s Incantation, The,” written 
under the threat of invasion 1804, 


“ Black Knight’s Song, The,” fi76. 

Blackwood’s Magazine, 550, n. ; critical 
notices from, 402. 512. 534. 

Blair, Right Honourable Robert, Lord 
President of the Court of Session, 
death of, 263. 

“Blondel, the Bloody Vest,” Song 
of, 709. 

Blood of which party first shed, an 
augury of success in battle, 204. 246. 

Blood-lmuncl, or SMtU-houmiy 49. 179 
231. 476. 477. 

“ Blue-blanket,” the, 696, n. 

“ Boat Song,” 189. 

Bohun, Sir Henry de, his encounter 
with King Robert Bruce, 453. 492. 
Bold Dragoon, or the Plain of Badar 
jos,” 637. 

Bolero, a Spanish dance, 2^. 

Bonaparte, Napoleon, allusions to in 
“ The Vision of Don Roderick,” 270- 
274, 275. And in “ The Field of W ater- 
loo,” 501 to 509, 2msi7n. Apostrophe 
to the period of his fall, 449. 450. 

Q3S, 

Bond of Alliance, or feud stanching» 
betwixt the clans of Scott and Korr, 
(1529.) 47. 

“Bonnets of Bonny Dundee,” Song to 
the air of, 759. 

“ Border Ballad," 682. 

Borderers, English, excommunication 
of, by the Bishop of Durham, (1498.) 
240. Disorderly conduct of those who 
attended the Protector Somerset, 66 
Custom of hanging up a glove in a 
church as a challenge, 371. 

Borderers, Scottish, moss-troopers after 
the union of the crowns, 48. Religion, 
51. Speed in collecting large bodies 
of horse, 59. Places of their herds- 
men’s refuge, ifi. March-treason, 63. 
Form of Oath, ib. Instances of the 
cruelty which occasionally attended 
their warfare, 60. Regulations in 1648, 

■ 65. Friendly intercourse with the 

English, ib. Foot- ball play, ib. Pur- 
suit of marauders called the hot-trody, 
66. Robbers quelled by K. J ames V 


“ Ancient Gaelic Melody," 673. 
Ancram Moor, battle of, 594. 
Anglo-Saxons, poetry of, fl76. 

Angus, Archibald, sixth Earl of, called 
“ Bell-the-Cat,” 122. 134. 163. 

Angus, seventh Earl of, 30. 65. 187. 235, 
“An hour with thee,” 71L 
“ Annual Review,” the critical notices 
from, 7- 22. 4.3. 

Anne of Geirstbin, Verses from, 

715-17. 

AnthonT/ Nm Nowy 554. 

“ Antiqua ry,” Verses from the, 657-60. 
Anxiety, effect of, in giving acuteness 
to the organs of sense, 290. 349. 
Arhuthnot, Sir William, 657, n. i 696, n. 
Aram, Eugene, remarkable case of, 356. 
Archers, English, 118. 161. 456. 404.721, 


-Ardoeh, Roman camp at, 2.55. 
Argentine, Sir Giles de, 417. 459. 406. 
Ariosto, Translation from, 668. 

“ Armin and Elvira,” 559. 

Arran, Earl of, (1569) 597, n. 

Island of, 442. 485. 

Arthur, King, 145. 379- 386. 405-6. 
Arthur’s Seat, 696. 

Artomish Castle, 463. 

Ascetic religionists, 241. 

Ascham’s “ Schoolmaster,” note from, 
405-6. ■ ■■ 

Ashton, Lucy, Song of, 672. 

“ As Lords their labourersi’ hire delay,’ 

707., 

“ Aspen, The House of, a tragedy,’ 


“ Barefooted Friar, The,” 675. 
Barnard Castle, 289. 299. 349. 353. 
Barrington, Shute, Bishop of Durham, 
523. 

“ Battle of Sempach,” 616. 

Beacons, 22. 58. 

Bealach-nam-ho, Pass of, 201. 244. 

Beal’ an Duine, skirmish at, 224. 259. - 
Beattie, Mr., of Miekledale, 4. 

Dr., lines from, on the power of 

fancy, 298, w. 

Bellenden, 26. 62. 

— — Sir James, 595, n. 

Belrinnes, Ballad of, 54fL 
Bell-Rock Lighthouse, lines on visiting, 
640. 

Beltane-trec, the, 587* 690. 

Ben-an mountain, 180. 


Athole, John de Stratlibogie, Earl of, 
((Imp. Rob. I.) 475. 

David de Stratlibogie, Earl of, 

11335) 213, w.' 
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ji38. Manner of carrying on depre- 
dations, 357* Taste for poetry and 
music, 542. 

Borougli-moor of Edinburgh, 160. 

Bothwell, Adam Hepburn, Earl of, 
(imp, Jac. IV.} 15.0. 

Francis Stewart, Earl of (temp. 

Jac. VI.) 235, 

- James Hepburn, Earlof,{<<J}wp. 


Mary) 65. 110. 

Bothwbll Castle,” 624 
Bowhill, 42, n. 

Brackenbury Tower, 306. 356, 

Bracklinn Cascade, 188. 236* 

Bradford, Sir Thomas, 606. 

Branksome Castle, 9. 44, 

** Bridal of Triermain,*’ 373. See also 
4<J8. 

Bridal Sono” in Waverley, 642. 

Bbid r opLammebmoor,” V erses from 
the, 672-3. 

** Bridge of Bee,” poem of the, 551. 

Brigg, or Bridge of Turk, 178. 

British Critic, notices from the, 1. 82. 
291. 347. 431, 432. 435. 43.0. 461. 721. 
729. 737. 

Brooch of Lorn,” the, 419. 471. 

Brodick Castle, Arran, 442, 485. 

Bruce, King Robert, defeats John of 
Lorn, 467. Defeated by the Lord of 
Lorn, 471. Crowned at Scoon, 470. 
Subsequent disasters, ?6. His com- 
punction for Tiolation of the sanctu- 
ary by the slaughter of Comyn, 476. 
Excommunicated for it, tft. Observed 
omons— -one of a spider, id. Traced 
by a bloodhound, ih. Sequel to that 
adventure told by Barbour, 479. Tra- 
dition that he was at the Tattle of 
Falkirk inaccurate, 478. Crossed the 
Peninsula of Cautyre, 483. Landing 
itt Amu, 43?. 484. Instance of liis 
humanity, 440. 484. His landing in 

m-' 4^, 486? 

!*’ 48Sl 

' of Siat&g CastTe; 450. 

" by Leprosy, and founds the 
of King*s Case, His arrangfemi 
for the Battle of Bannockbuil^f49l. 
Encounter with Sir Henry de Bohun, 
453, 492. Battle of Bannockburn, 454 
to end of the poem, and 491 to end of 
the notes. Disinterment of his re- 
mains at Dunfermline, 431, w. 

Bruce, Edward, brother of King Ro- 
bert, 484. 489. 

- Nigel, another brother of the 

King, 474. 

, — — Sir John, of Kinross, 548. 

Mrs, of Arnot, ib. 

Brunne, Robert do, 539. 545. 

Brunswick, Duke of, slain at Jena, 97* 

* Bryce Snailsfoot’s Advertisement,” 
692. 

Brydone, Patrick, Esq. I70. 

Buccaniers, 302. 350. 353. 355, 366. 358. 
Bucclench, ancestors of the house of, 
8, n. 44, 45, 46. 55. Romantic origin 
of the name, 6?. 

— — Charles, Duke of, 87* ». Let- 

ters IN Verse to, 641. 667- 

Harriet, Duchess of, 4. 87. 

67, n. Death of, 407. Tribute to her 
Memoiy, 460. 

- and Monmouth, Anne, Du- 


most capable to relieve and heighten 
the character of ancient poetry, 558. 

Bury, Lady Charlotte, introduced the 
author to M. Gr. Lewis, 563, and to 
Ijady Anne Hamilton, 599. 

Byron, Lord, Remarks on a conversa- 
tion betwixt him and Captain Med- 
win, 5. 570. His Satire on Marmion, 
74. Lines on Pitt and Fox, 78, 7^- 
Resemblance between part of Para- 
sina and a scene in Marmion, 93, n. 
Notice by bim of the imitators of Sir 
Walter Scott, 287, «-* 288, n. His imi- 
tation of a passage in the Lord of the 
Isles, 449, n. Notes on Waterloo, 
284. 499 to 594, passim. Poem on his 
mother’s marriage, 551. Parallel pas- 
sages from, 195, n. ; 196. 272. 290. 295. 
313. 381. 416. 428. 438. 449. 500. 504, 
'605. ■ ■ 

,■■■, C. ■ 

Oadosan, Colonel, tribute to the me- 
mory of, 275. 

** Cadyoxv Cartle,” 595, 

Cadell, Mr, Robert, bis recollections of 
“ The Lady of the Lake,” 174, n. 

** Cairns,- 59. 

Caledonian Forest and wild cattle, 595. 
697. 599. 

Cambusmore, 178. 

Cameron, Colonel, killed at Fuentes de 
Honoro, 283. 

Colonel, of Fassiefem, killed at 

Quatre-Bras, 505. 649. 

- Sir Ewan of Lochiel, 256. 


chess of, 8, n. 

JBuchan, 'Mr. Peter, his Collection of 
Ballads, 550, 

Buchanan of Amprior, ** Xing of Kip- 
pen,” 260. ■' ' 

Bums, Robert, his Scots wha’ hae wi’ 
Wallace bled,' 493. Structure of 
Verse used by Iwu, 542. The jwiet 


Cameronians, 601. 

Camp, a favourite dog of the author’s, 

107. 

Campbell, Thomas, 161. The Bard of 
Hope,” 560. His admiration of the 
poem “ Cadyow Castle,” 599. 

Lady Charlotte. See “ Bury.” 

Ctona, island and town of, 434. 481. 
Canning, Bight Hon. George, a writer 
fttx the Anti- Jacobin, 116s 79$. 

''CImtyre, peninsula of, 483. 

Caracdoli, Prince, 794, n, 

** Carle, now the King’s come,” Part i. 

695. Part ii. 6<?f>. 

Caroline, Princess of Wales, 97. n. 
Ijaxtwright, Dr., the first living poet the 
author recollected of having seen, 

m. 

Cassilis, the Earl of (tmip. Jac. VI.), 
779. Bond by him to his brother, 77h 
** Castle of the Seven Shields,” 
ballad of the, 526. 

Castilians, their skill in fighting with 
darts, 51. 

Catiline, death of, 503, n. 

Cave, Mac-Alister’s, in Strathaird, 400. 
Caxton, William, 109. 

Celts, the, 541. Their music and poe- 
try, 641. 566. 

Chalmers, George, his ** Caledonia,” 
1.55. His edition of Sir David Lind- 
say’s Works, 158. 261. 

Chapel Perilous, 79. 145. 

Chapman, Walter, an early Scottish 
printer. See Millar and Chapman.” 
Charles L, King, 358. 363. 

X. of France, in Edinburgh, 

117, n, 

— Prince Edward, one of his 

places of retreat, 23;i. 

Charms, healing, 23, 24. 57. 
Charter-stones, 487. 

Chace, the royal, in Ettrick Forest, 1,51. 
Chastity, punishment for broken vows 
of, 94. 156. 

Chatterton, Thomas, 557. 

“ Cheviot,” 627. 

“ Chevy Chase,” 539, 640. 


« Child of E!le, The,” .547. 

Chivalry, 28. 66, 67* 63. 67- 36.T. 

“ Christ’s Kirk on the Green,” 542. 
Christmas, 128. 165, 166. 

Cid, the, in Spain, metrical poems of, 
538. 

“ Claud Halcro’s Verses,” 687. 689. 
691. 

Claverhouse, Grahame of. See Dundee. 
Clerk, Sir George, his tenure of Penny- 
cuik, 603. 695, n, 

John, Esq. of Eldin, author of an 

Essay upon Naval TacfL^ '691, n. 

John, Esq. (Lord Eldih), 703, n. 

William, Esq, 571. 

Cleveland’s Sonus,” 690. 
Coir-nan-Uriskin, 201, 244. 

Coleridge, S. T., hia Aucient Mariner,” 
468. 658. His Cl^stabel,” 5. “ The 
Bridal of Triermain,” an imitation of 
his style, .373. 402, ,, 

Colkitto, 464. 

Collins, Ills flights of imagination, 377- 
404. 

Colman’s Random Records,” 742. 
Colwulif, King of Northumberland, 92. 
1.5.5. 

Combat, single, 28. 56, 57- 63, 64. 124.. 
164.214. 2.55. 

Comyn, the Red, 419. 423. 472. 476- 
Coneybeare’s, Rev. Mr.,liisillustration.s 
of Anglo-Saxon poetry, 653. 
Congreve’s Mourning Bride,” 523. 
Conscience, 289. 292. 

Constable, Mr. Archibald, his "Miola 
and liberal industry,” 6. Extract from 
a letter of the author to, 7tKl, n. . 

— George, Esq. (Jonathan Old- 

buck) 666. 

Contributions of Scott to “ Minstrel* 
SY OF THE Scottish Border,” 637- 
605. 

Coronach of the Highlanders, 198. 243. 
Cornwallis, Marquis of, 633. 

Count Robert of Paris,” Mottoes 
from, 717. 

“ County GuV,” Song, 701* 

Cowper, 5G0, 

Cox, Captain, of Coventry, 548. 
Cranstoun, family of, 47. 5.5. 

George, Esq, consulted by 


the author on liis attempts at compo- 
sition, 5, n. 

Crichton Castle, HO. 159. 

Critical Review, notices from, 7- 12. 16. 
24. 27. 35. 37. 132. 140. 189. 18.5. 190. 
2.30. 264. 266. 290, 291, 292. 393. 3(t6. 
311. 34tl. 375. 377. 41.5. 424. 433, 434. 
438. 531. 534. 603. 

Cromwell, Oliver, his conduct at M.w- 
ston Moor, 307. 350. 3.52, 

“ Crusader’s Return, The,” 674. 

“ Cumnor Hall” poem of, .547. 

CunninghaRi, Allan, his ballad poetry, 
558. Critical remarks on Auchin- 
drano, 79 . 5 , 

Cup, a drinking one, at Dunevegan, 469 
“Cm-ch, the,” worn by Seottifth mat 
rons, 241. 

Cypress Wreath, The,” 328. 

D. 

Dacrb, families of, 61. 

Dahomay, spell of, ,'0»* 

Dalhousie, Earl of, tribute to, 610. 
Dalkeith, Charles, Earl of, (afterward'i 
Duke of Bucdeuch) dedication of 
The Lay of the Last Minstrel ” to, 
7. See Bucdeuch. 

— — Harriet, Countess of, (after- 
wards Duchess of Bucdeuch) 4. See 
also Bucdeuch. 

-------- — Town and Castle of, 6<i3. 
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INDEX. 


Dalzftll, (no\9-) Sir J. G., his collection 
of Scottish poems, 549. 

Sir William, his combat with 

Sir Piers Courtenay, 147. 

Dance of Death, The,” 649, 

Danes, the, invasion of Northumbex- 
land by, 316. 360. Traces of their re- 
ligion in Teesdale, 360. 

Daume Ski,* or “men of peace,” 168, 
250. 252. 

David 1. King, founded Melrose Abbey, 
51. ,A sore saint for the crown, 14, w. 

yneadbeUrthQ, 156. 

Death of Leith-hall, poem of the, 551. 

Death, presages of, 242. 

Death Chant,” 713. 

« OF KsEnnAR, The,” 714. 

Debateabic Land, the, 68. 

Deloraine, lands of, 49. 

“ Donald Cairo’s come again,” 670. 

Donjon^ what, 147. 

“ Don Roderick, the V ision of,” 263. 

“Doom of Devorgoil,” 742. 

Douglas, the House of, 269. Ancient 
swor^ belonging to, 164, 

— Archibald, third Earl of, called 

“ Tine-man,” 236. 722. 

“ The Good Lord James ” 

charged to carry the Bruce’s heart 
to the Holy Land, 47f). In Arran, 
485. Makes prisoners of Murray and 
Bonkle, ih. Often took the Castle of 
Douglas, 489. His “ Larder** ib. At 
Bannockburn, 454. 491. 493. 496. 

— Wm. eighth Earl of, stabbed 

by K. James II. in Stirling Castle, 
217. 256. 

William, “ the knight of Lid- 

desdale,” 15. 52. 

- — Gawain, Bishop of Dunkeld, 

134. ' ■ . ■ 

— — of Kilspindie, affecting story of, 

257. 

Doune Castle, 216. 

Dramatic Pieces, “Halidon Hill,’* 
721. “ Macduft’s Cross,” 738. “ The 
Doom of Devorgoil,” 742. “ Auchin- 
drane,” 770. “ The Plouse of Aspen,” 
796. 

Drinking to excess, custom of, in the 
Western Islands, 4®. 

Dryhurgh Abbey, 592. 

Dryden, his account of his projected 
epic poem of “ The Bound Table,” 
146. 

Duelling, 255, 256. 

JDuergar, (northern dwarfs,) 251- 

Duff, Adam, Esq. 640, n. 

Diindas, Bight Honourable William, 
6, n. i 9, n. / 73- 

Duntlee, Viscount, (Graham of Clavcr- 
houso,) 23: His character, 234. 

Dunmailraise, 378. 

“Du.Nois, Bomance of,” 650. 

Dunolly Castle, 468. 

Dunstaffnage Castle, 467* 

D’ Urfey’s Pills to Purge Melancholy, 


124. 134. 137, 13a 142, 14a On the 
Lady of the Lake, 176, 189. 193, 194. 
196- 1.98. m 209. 217. 222. 229. 230. 
On the Vision of Don Boderick, 270. 
27a 274. 276, 277- And on the Lord 
of the Isles, 409, 415, 418, 419, 435. 446. 
455. 459. 460- 

Edward I. King, his vindictive spirit 
475. His employment of the Welsh 
in his Scottish wars, 490. Sets out to 
destroy the Bruce, 433- 481. His death. 


Chief of Kintail,’* from the Gaelic, 
647- 

** Farewell Imitation of,*’ ib. 

« to the Muss,** 694. 

« SONtt OF 'WS,'* 33L 

“ Felon Sowof Eokehy,,” hunting of the 
by the Friars of Bichmond, 365. 

Ferragus and Ascahart, 18S. 23a 

Feuds, 45, 46, 47- 770. 

Field OF Waterloo,” poem of the, 
499. 

Fiery Cross, the; 294, 195. 239. 

Fingal’s Cave at Staffe, 4a>. 4^. 

Finlay, Mr. John, his collection of bah 
lads, 550. His imitations of the bah 
lad style, 558. 

“ Fire King,** ballad of the, 612. 


IL at Bannockburn, 455. His 

gallantry, 495. His flight, 496. 

III. Motto on his shield, 545. 

“ Edward the Black Prince, To the 
Memory of,” 667- 

Egliston Abbey, 300. 353. Visited by 
Scott, 312. 

Eigg, cave in the Island of, the scene of 
a dreadful act of vengeance, 482. 

Eildon Hills, 54. 

“ Elfin Gray, the,” translated from the 
Bam.sh, 246. 

Ellis, George, Esq. critical notices by, 
40, n. f 116. 144. 146- Dedication to 
him of the Fifth Canto of Marmion, 


Flanders, manner of reaping in, 508- 
Fietclier, his comedy of Monsieur Tho- 
mas, 553, 

Flodden, account of the battle of, 137 
170. 

“ Flodden Field,” an ancient English 
poem, extracts from, 81, n. ; 159. 170. 
Florinda, daughter of Count Julian, 278. 
“ Flower of Yarrow,” Mary Scott $2. 


“ Flying Dutchman, the,” 355. 

“Following,” (feudal retainers,) 119, n. 

Football, game of, 65. 651. 

Forbes, Sir William, (author of “The 
Life of Beattie,”) tribute to his me- 
mory, 107. 158. 

son of the preceding, 108, 

108, n. 

** For a’ that, an’ a’ that,” 639. 

Forgeries of documents, 170. 

“ Fortune, Lines on," 717. 

“Fortunes of Nigel,” Mottoes from 
the, 607-9. 

Foster-children, 363. 

Fox, Right Honourable Charles James, 
“ among those who smiled on the ad- 
venturous minstrel,” 6. Never ap- 
plied to by Scott regarding his ap- 
pointment as a Clerk of Session, 74. 
Tribute to his memory, 78. His com- 
pliment to the author of “ The Monk,” 
562. 

Francheraont, superstitious belief re- 
garding the Castle of, 1^, 169. 

Fraser, [or Frizel} Sir Simon, ancestor 
of the family of Lovat, fate of, 474. 

Frederick IL King of Prussia, under- 
valued the literature of his country. 


“Elspsth’s Ballad,” 657- 

Elves, 252. See “ Fairies.” 

Encampment, Scottish mode of, in 1547, 
161. 

Ennui, 512. 534. 

Epic Poem, a receipt to make an, 374, 

Poetry, 373. 

“ Epilogues.” To The Appeal, a Tra- 
gedy, 609. Play of St. BonansWell, 
705. Queen Mary, 706. 

“ EpiTAPHS.”~Miss Seward, 635. Jon o’ 
ye Girnell, 657. Balfour of Burley, 
660. Mrs. Frskine, 678. The Bev. 
George Scott, 717. 

“ Erl King, The," 622. 

Errol, Earl of, 097. 

Erskiiie, Thomas Lord, speech of, on 
humanity towards animals, 495. 

William, Esq. (Lord Kinnedder,) 

consulted by Scott on his attempts in 
composition, 5. Dedication to the 
Third Canto of Maxmion, 96. Passage 
in Eokehy quoted by him as descrip- 
tive of the Author, 308. Eeputed 
author of “ The Bridal of Triermain,” 
408, 520, n. 

Mrs., Epitaph on, 678. 

“ Essay on Popular Poetry,” 537. 

« ON Imitations of the An- 

cient Ballad,” 554. 

Ettrick Forest, 151. 489. 

Eugene Aram, remarkable case of, 
356. 

Evans, Mr. T,, his collection of Ballads 


“Frederick and Alice,” 614. 

French army in the Peninsula, move- 
ments of applied to in the prophecies of 
Joel, 282. Betreatof, March 1811, 283. 

Frcre, Bight Hon. J. H. A writer iu 
the “ Antijacobin,” 1 16, n. / 796. His 
imitations of the ancient ballad, 557. 

“ Friar Bush,” 108. 158. 

“ From the French,” 651. 

Puentes d’Honoro, action of, 283. 

FuUarton of Kilmichel, family of, 4JK). 

“Funeral Hymn,” 677- 


Mr, B. H., his rcpublication of 

that Collection, 548. 

“Eve of St. John,” 591. See also 
566. 571. 

Evil principle, the, 708. 

Ezekiel, quotation from the prophecies 
of, 213, n. . 


Durham Cathedral, 520. 

“ Dying Bard, The,” 630. 
Gipsy Smuggler, The, 


Gala, the river, 410. 

“Gaelic Melody, Ancient,” 673. 
Galt, John, Esq. epilogue to his tragedy 
of “The Appeal,” 669. 

Garland if t (small ballad miscellanies,! 
543. 5.54. 

“ Gellatlky’s, Davie,” Songs, 643. 645. 
647- 

Janet, alleged witchcraft, 

645. 

George IV., King, his opinion of the 
author’s poetry, 22J), n, 

3 P 


Fac-Simile of Sir Walter Scott’s Manu- 
script of The Lady of the Lake, (for 
page 194,) placed after tho Contents. 

Fain, meaning of, 315, n. 

Fairies, 157* 250. 252, 253. 278. 

“ Fair Maid of Perth,” Verses from 
the, 713-14. 

“ Fair Bosamond,” ballad of, 554. 

Fancy, power of], in youth, 298. Lines 
on, from Beattie, ih. n. 

“ Farewell to Mackenzie, High 


Edelfled, daughter of King Oswy, 92. 
1.54. 

Edinburgh, ancient cross of, 125. 164. 

Old Town of, 116. 160. 

Magazine, the, critical notice 

from, 401. 

— Review, the, critical extracts 

from, on the Lay of the Last Minstrel, 
7, 8, 9, 10. 14. 22, 2,3. 33. 37, 38, 39, 40. 
41, 43. On Marmiun, 78. 85. 93. 00. 



